
SEVEN men on trial in the Specialnon-jury court for alleged member-ship of the IRA were arrested anddetained unlawfully by police whoviolated the safeguards of Section30A of the Offences Against theState Act 1939 as amended in 1998.The men were arrested inLimerick on December 17, 2001 anddetained under an order signed by apolice superintendent.  The menwere released and then re-arrested onthe steps of Henry Street police sta-tion and charged with IRA member-ship.However Section 30A as insert-ed by Section 11 of the OffencesAgainst the State (Amendment) Act1998 states that a person may only bere-arrested for the same allegedoffence under a warrant from aDistrict Court.The 1998 amendment was insert-ed to prevent the police abusing theirpowers of arrest under Section 30.

Giving judgment on the defenceapplication that the arrests ofDecember 17, 2001 were unlawful,Mr. Justice Butler stated:�In the absence of evidencewhich takes the set of circumstancesout of Section 30A, we cannot butapply the section and we find, there-fore, that the arrests on 17thDecember were not in compliancewith the section. It follows from thatruling that the evidence of photo-graphs, fingerprints and interviewsfollowing those arrests be deemed tobe inadmissible.�There has been very little mediacoverage of the case � said to be thelargest  Republican trial � but it isnot surprising because the courtdecision was described as a �set-back for the State�. In fact it wasonly on the website of IrelandOn-Line that one of the fullest reportsappeared stating �that a large part ofthe State case against seven men

accused of membership of theContinuity IRA in Limerick cannotbe admitted in evidence.�A source close to the case toldSAOIRSE that the court ruling hasserious implications for many otherpeople arrested and detained underSection 30:�The simple fact is the police didnot adhere to the provisions of theamended Section � and this amend-ment was inserted to protect the con-stitutional rights of people from con-stant arrest by the police.�The fact that the national mediahave shied away from extensivelycovering this case indicates the gripthe police have on the media � thereis an unhealthy relationship betweensome sections of the media and thepolice who try to demonise peoplesimply to advance their own careersand gain promotion.�On this occasion the policehave been found out and all their lies

and distortions will not be lost on thejudges � if there is any justice thenall these wrongly accused menshould immediately walk free.�In his closing speech on April 8in the Green Street court defencecounsel Peter Finlay SC said the caseagainst the seven Republican SinnFéin members was a �garda drivenprosecution� inspired by a politicalagenda.Republicans know, of course,that even if all the State�s allegedcorroborating evidence is thrown outby the Special non-jury Court, thereis still the unsupported �opinion� of apolice superintendent. Under this

clause of the Offences Against theState Act hundreds of people in the26 Counties have been convicted andimprisoned over the years. It remainsa means to intern Republicans at thewhim of the 26-County State.Meanwhile, on April 10 the lat-est British-imposed solution will beunveiled in Belfast by Tony Blair onthe fifth anniversary of the failedStormont Agreement. He will havetold Bertie Ahern beforehand what itcontains but his presence will be amere fig-leaf.� Easter Statement from theLeadership of the RepublicanMovement � see page 7 inside.

RUC/PSNI attack anti-war rally
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ComóradhROBERTEMMETagus Éirí  Amach 1803
�Bold Robert
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launch � see
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Honour Ireland'sDead

Easter Lilies now available,
�32.00 per 1,000from Peig King, 29 All Saint's ParkRaheny, Dublin 5

W ear an 
Easter 
Lily

Wolfe Tone Commemoration, Bodenstown, Sunday, June 15, 2pm

CABHAIRIrish RepublicanPrisoners DependantsFundANNUALTESTIMONIAL& REPUBLICANREUNIONWest County HotelChapelizod, DublinFriday, May 16, 2003Buffet Supper, �20Music: The Freewheelers

Honorees
Larry McMahon,

Ulster
Tom O’Connell,

Munster
Dotie Redmond,

Connacht
Johnny Gilraine,

Leinster
Bart Dougherty,

USA

Set-backfor Statecase
Limerick 7 trial nowrests on �opinion�

� RUC/PSNI baton anti-war in Iraq rally at Belfast City Hall onApril 8. Coverage of the imperialist war inside on pages 3, 5, 10.

� Des Long, Vice-President,Republican Sinn Féin and one of theLimerick 7.
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I would like to join Republican SinnFéinBa mhaith liom bheith i mo bhall de Sinn Féin Poblachtach

Ainm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Seoladh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Tel: . . . . . . . . . . . .Age (if under 21). . . . Send to: Teach Dáithí Ó Conaill223 Parnell Street, Dublin 1Teil: 01-872 9747; Facs: 01-8729757.or 229 Falls Road, Belfast e-mail: saoirse@iol.ie http://rsf.ieor contact your local paper seller fordetails

For a fullBritish 
withdrawalfrom 

Ireland

OUR AIMS
For a full British withdrawal fromIreland . . . The establishment of atrue 32-County FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISTREPUBLIC . . . The establishment ofa new all-Ireland parliament, com-pletely outside the present partitionistset-up, to oversee the running of thenew neutral non-aligned Ireland . . . 

OUR HISTORY
Formed in 1905 . . . We are the oldestpolitical organisation in the country .. . Organised throughout the 32Counties . . . We have continuouslyrejected the failed political entities ofthe Six and 26 Counties in existencesince the British partitioned our country . . .

� is committed to supporting prisoners for which  CABHAIR is responsible
� is generating publicity in support of Irish national independence. 

We need your support. Our website address is:
http://irishfreedom.net

GearrscØalta

SAOIRSE May editionpublished 7/5/2003

Republican Sinn Féin callson unions to reject dealREPUBLICAN Sinn Féin Assistant PRO Des Daltoncalled on March 11 last for trade union membersthroughout the 26 Counties to reject the proposednew partnership agreement, describing proposalscontained within the document which require Unionsand employers to refer disputes to the Labour Courtfor binding arbitration, as an "erosion of worker'srights". �This agreement like its predecessors is very much drivenby the employers agenda, as the gap between rich and poorwidens the trade union leadership is rapidly losing touch withthe interests and concerns of their members and losing sight ofits primary function of the trade union movement which is toprovide a cutting edge for the poor and vulnerable in society.� Stevens Report will becensoredINFORMATION embarrassing to British authoritiesis to be omitted from a published report on the mur-der of Pat Finucane.John Stevens is due to deliver an 'interim' report of his find-ings regarding Crown Forces collusion in the 1989 killing ofthe human rights lawyer.The document is supposed to be in the hands of the colo-nial police chief Hugh Orde and his policing board on April 17.It is understood that many of the most embarrassing aspectsof the report may not enter the public arena because of their'sensitive' nature.Subject to this gagging order is the inquiry team's conclu-sion that the most serious breach was the passing of Britisharmy intelligence documents to the UDA squads via doubleagent Brian Nelson.At his 1990 trial Nelson admitted supplying the UDA/UFFgunmen with a photograph and personal details of PatFinucane.CIRA not involved inLimerick feudIN A statement widely covered in the national newsmedia the Limerick Command of the Continuity IRA(CIRA) said on March 31 that the organisation had�given no aid or comfort to any side in the currentfeud in Limerick city�.The statement went on: �In fact the CIRA wishes to statethat the organization is not involved in any way with the feudand has not and never will supply military equipment to any-one involved in criminal activity.�The Limerick Command also views with concern the waycertain people use the name of the organization for their ownends � the organisation wishes to state that it takes a very seri-ous view of this activity and now calls upon those peopleinvolved to desist and not to use the name of the CIRA as acover for any criminal activities.�The people involved in this activity are hereby warned bythe organisation that action will be taken if such claims aremade in the future: people should desist forthwith.The statement ended with an to the people involved in thecurrent feud to �end their activities and resolve their differ-ences in a peaceful manner and thus restore some degree ofnormalcy to the streets of the neighbourhoods adversely affect-ed by such activities�.Provos support RUC bandA DECISION of RUC/PSNI Chief Constable HughOrde to have the colonial police's official marchingband disbanded was the subject of a motion put downby the Ulster Unionist Party at a recent meeting ofLimavady District Council in Co Derry.The UUP called for the retention of the band and wereopposed by the SDLP. However when it came to the vote,Councillors Francie and Ann Brolly of the Provisionals' politi-cal organisation voted with the unionists to have the bandretained! Two other Provo councillors absented themselvesfrom the meeting in question.Last year John Kelly, a member of the Stormont Assembleand a councillor on Magherafelt District Council, voted to putDUP bigot Rev Willie McCrea, in the position of chairpersonof the council.Oppose Royal visit RECENT reports say that over one million Euros of this statestaxpayers money will be spent by Leinster House politicians inan effort to clean up the areas that the British Queen will be vis-iting in Dublin shortly were condemned in a statement onMarch 11 by John Horan, PRO, Dublin Comhairle Ceantair ofRepublican Sinn Féin. �That it takes a visit by so-called 'royalty' before those res-idents see an improvement in their area is a disgrace. The mostimportant objection we have to Mrs Windsor's visit is the factthat she is titular head of a government which claims jurisdic-tion over six Irish counties� for this reason, Republican SinnFéin will be holding a picket on O'Connell Street Bridge inDublin at 5pm on the day of the visit. All are welcome toattend.�

GERALDINE McNamara of the SeánTreacy Cumann ofRepublican Sinn Féinin Tipperary townwrites of the dilemmafacing careers follow-ing the swinging cut-backs by the Dublinadministration:�Since the last 26-Countybudget we have seen alarmingcuts in the health service,especially in the care of theelderly and those with disabil-ities. Health boards are mak-ing cutbacks in order to man-age their ever-decreasingbudget. �This is having a detri-mental effect on those lookingafter people in their ownhomes. Home helps/home careattendants and personal atten-dants are facing severe cut-backs on their hours with theirclients. Previously a personseeking home help couldexpect to have someone call-ing two hours per day or insome severe cases four hoursper day was granted. Now, if aperson is lucky enough to gethome care it is likely to be butfor one hour a day and oftenon a five-day basis.�This is mainly due to cut-backs in health board budgetsand many families or the eld-erly themselves are trying topay the homecare people pri-

vately. Often, also, the home help isworking hours they do notreceive any pay for, as theyhave become so close to theirclients. �Last year a Dublin HighCourt ruling was made statingthat a person was entitled tolive in their own home and theonus was on the State to pro-vide the care needed for theperson even if that meant 24-hour care.�Of course a person need-ing care is hardly ever in aposition to take on the State orhealth boards and when theyneed more care they usually

end up in a nursing home orwelfare home. Nursing homesare costing the State a fortunein subvention � approximate-ly �200 per week per person.�Those in our society whoare now deprived of their rightto help in the home are thevery people who built thisState whether through work-ing in factories and farmssending money home whileworking abroad or rearingfamilies at home. �The State has an onus tolook after the vulnerable and agreat debt is owed by societyto our older residents.Depression caused by the

helplessness if not being ableto live within your own envi-ronment and knowing thatwith a small bit of extra helpyou could, is a major factor forpeople going into hospital orlong-term care.�The elderly are not look-ing for �50 million for a newjet bus, but �50 per weekgoing towards extra care couldimprove their quality of life.Cutbacks in healthcare, espe-cially to the senior citizensand those with disabilitiesshould stop immediately. Thisis not the place to savemoney.�

Appalling cutbacks in care of elderly

He said: �Then on Sunday
morning a man was thrown
out of a car at the Hyde Road
and Lenihan Avenue junction
after being badly beaten by a
gang of men. 

�He was unconsciouswhen he was dumped from thecar," he said. �However evenmore alarming was the petrolbomb attack on the house inLenihan Avenue which

claimed the life of one four-year-old girl and left hermother and sister in a criticalcondition.The basis of a newfeud is now laid but it must bestopped before anyone iskilled. �This type of activity isgiving Limerick a notoriousname in the national mediaand it serves no purpose but topaint Limerick as a city out ofcontrol where the ordinaryrules of civilised behaviourhave been abandoned. 

�Of course this is not true� and these awful feuds areconfined to a few familiesinvolved in violent activities.It is time the police took upthe challenge of this outra-geous lawlessness and tackledthe gangs in Limerick. �The police cannot contin-ue to deny that these incidentsare taking place- we are nowappealing for all thoseinvolved in such activity tocease and allow people to goabout their lives in peace.�

Girl (4), victim of Limerick feud
IN A statement on April 6 Seán O'Neill, fromRosbrien, Limerick, Republican Sinn Féinspokesperson for community affairs said that thedeveloping feud has its origins in a gun attack ona house in Garryglass Avenue in BallinacurraWeston but the police denied that shots had beenfired.

� Geraldine McNamara
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�George Bush's visit to Belfastin a blatant attempt to portray him-self as a peace-broker, while at thesame time the US and Britain arewaging a horrific war of conqueston the people of Iraq, which hasresulted in the deaths of thousandsof men, women and children, isboth hypocritical and contradictory.�In coming to Belfast GeorgeBush is lending US weight to theimposition of a �civil rights typesolution� under British Rule on theSix Counties, which of course con-tains within it the seeds of futureconflict, failing as it does to addressto root cause of the problem.�The powerful Washingtonestablishment have consistentlysupported the stronger side in anyconflict as evidenced by theirinvolvement in Palestine wherethey have sponsored an Israeli dic-tated so-called �peace process�,

which as we can see today has ledonly to a daily death toll ofPalestinian men women and chil-dren.�Travelling  to the Six CountiesGeorge Bush is similarly acting assponsor for a British imposed solu-tion in Ireland whilst also usingIreland to set out his stall for thecolonisation of the Iraqi people.�The decision of both theSDLP, whose MPs voted againstthe war on Iraq in the British Houseof Commons and the Provisionalsto participate in this charade contra-dicts their publicly stated opposi-tion to this imperialist war,� RuairíÓ Brádaigh said.
PROTESTHe called on Republican SinnFein members and supporters toorganise or join in protests againstthe continued use of Shannon air-

port by US warplanes. �The attack on Iraq is contraryto the UN Charter and in our viewis an imperialist war. It is the first ofthe 'resource wars' of the 21st cen-tury (Jacques Delors). The action ofthe Dublin Government in allowingUS warplanes to refuel at Shannonand over fly Irish airspace is a slav-ish and flagrant breach of IrishNeutrality and must be opposed. 
�We call on Republican SinnFéin members and supporters toeither continue their own anti �war protests or to participate in oth-ers. Under their own banners andwith their own literature,� Ruairí ÓBrádaigh said. 

No blood for oil . . . No blood for oil . . . No blood for oil . . . No blood

IN AN article in the New York Timeson Sunday, March 9 last JimmyCarter, the 39th President of theUnited States, chairman of theCarter Center in Atlanta and win-ner of the 2002 Nobel Peace Prize,said that for a war to be just it mustmeet several clearly-defined criteriaand the war on Iraq did not meetthese.
�Atlanta: Profound changes have been tak-

ing place in American foreign policy, reversing
consistent bipartisan commitments that for
more than two centuries have earned our nation
greatness.  These commitments have been
predicated on basic religious principles, respect
for international law, and alliances that resulted
in wise decisions and mutual restraint.  Our
apparent determination to launch a war against
Iraq, without international support, is a viola-
tion of these premises.

As a Christian and as a president who was
severely provoked by international crises, I
became thoroughly familiar with the principles
of a just war, and it is clear that a substantially
unilateral attack on Iraq does not meet these
standards.  This is an almost universal convic-
tion of religious leaders, with the most notable
exception of a few spokesmen of the Southern
Baptist Convention who are greatly influenced
by their commitment to Israel based on escha-
tological, or final days, theology.

For a war to be just, it must meet several
clearly defined criteria.

The war can be waged only as a last resort,
with all nonviolent options exhausted.  In the
case of Iraq, it is obvious that clear alternatives
to war exist.  These options  previously pro-
posed by our own leaders and approved by the
United Nations  were outlined again by the
Security Council on Friday.  But now, with our
own national security not directly threatened
and despite the overwhelming opposition of
most people and governments in the world, the
United States seems determined to carry out
military and diplomatic action that is almost
unprecedented in the history of civilized
nations.  

The first stage of our widely publicised war
plan is to launch 3,000 bombs and missiles on
a relatively defenseless Iraqi population within
the first few hours of an invasion, with the pur-
pose of so damaging and demoralising the peo-
ple that they will change their obnoxious
leader, who will most likely be hidden and safe
during the bombardment.

The war�s weapons must discriminate
between combatants and noncombatants.
Extensive aerial bombardment, even with pre-
cise accuracy, inevitably results in �collateral
damage�. Gen  Tommy R  Franks, commander
of American forces in the Persian Gulf, has
expressed concern about many of the military
targetsbeing near hospitals, schools, mosques
and private homes.

Its violence must be proportional to the
injury we have suffered.  Despite Saddam
Hussein's other serious crimes, American
efforts to tie Iraq to the 9/11 terrorist attacks

have been unconvincing.
The attackers must have legitimate author-

ity sanctioned by the society they profess to
represent.  The unanimous vote of approval in
the Security Council to eliminate Iraq's
weapons of mass destruction can still be hon-
ored, but our announced goals are now to
achieve regime change and to establish a Pax
Americana in the region, perhaps occupying
the ethnically divided country for as long as a
decade.  

For these objectives, we do not have inter-
national authority.  Other members of the
Security Council have so far resisted the enor-
mous economic and political influence that is
being exerted from Washington, and we are

faced with the possibility of either a failure to
get the necessary votes or else a veto from
Russia, France and China.  Although Turkey
may still be enticed into helping us by enor-
mous financial rewards and partial future con-
trol of the Kurds and oil in northern Iraq, its
democratic Parliament has at least added its
voice to the worldwide expressions of concern.

The peace it establishes must be a clear
improvement over what exists.  Although there
are visions of peace and democracy in Iraq, it is
quite possible that the aftermath of a military
invasion will destabilize the region and prompt
terrorists to further jeopardize our security at
home.  Also, by defying overwhelming world
opposition, the United States will undermine
the United Nations as a viable institution for
world peace.

What about America's world standing if we
don't go to war after such a great deployment of
military forces in the region? The heartfelt
sympathy and friendship offered to America
after the 9/11 attacks, even from formerly
antagonistic regimes, has been largely dissipat-
ed; increasingly unilateral and domineering
policies have brought international trust in our
country to its lowest level in memory.
American stature will surely decline further if
we launch a war in clear defiance of the United
Nations.  But to use the presence and threat of
our military power to force Iraq's compliance
with all United Nations resolutions  with war as
a final option will enhance our status as a
champion of peace and justice.�� Jimmy Carter 

Just war or a just war?US opinion

� Jimmy Carter

Bush intervention �hypocrisy�
IN A statement Sinn Fein Poblachtach President Ruairí ÓBrádaigh has described US President, George Bush's visit toBelfast as �hypocrisy�. He also points out that the decisionof the SDLP,  whose MPs voted against the war on Iraq inthe British House of Commons on March 18, and theProvisionals to meet Bush, contradicts their stated opposi-tion to the war.

ALLOWING ShannonAirport to be used by UStroops on their way toIraq is a measure of thecontempt in which theFree State Administrat-ion hold the people of theIreland, a spokespersonfor Cumann na mBansaid in a statement onApril 6. �By allowing our airspaceand civilian airport facilities to beused in such a way makes Irelandcomplicit in what we consider tobe an unjust war on the Iraqi peo-ple. Shannon Airport has been thescene of many protests but the

largest protests have been inDublin because access to the cityis easier than access to Shannon.Shannon is not in mainstreamDublin, it is far away enoughfrom the capital to ignore what ishappening there. A case of out ofsight, out of mind the administra-tion in Leinster House believe.�The people of Ireland havespoken loud and clear but as usualthe administration ignores thevoices of the voters and just con-tinue to do as they please. We sawthat from the recent referendum� when the Administration didnot get the required result theyjust held another one. �One cannot but wonder for

how long US troops would beallowed to land at Dublin Airportif it were being used instead ofShannon. Would Mary Harneyhave the nerve then to tell thepeople of Dublin that we are eco-nomically dependent on the USand Britain so we should shut ourmouths? Probably. Just as BertieAhern would no doubt tell us thatbut for American and Britishassistance the StormontAgreement would never havecome to fruition. But theStormont Agreement is just asflawed as the arguments Bertie etal put forward for allowingShannon to be used to ferry theUS killing machine to Iraq. 

�The two main playersinvolved in invading Iraq �Britain and the US � call them-selves �liberators� when they havemurdered, maimed, tortured,intimidated and harassed theindigenous peoples of severalcountries. Britain armed andbacked up the loyalist/Orangemen in Ireland while itsuited their purpose and they cov-ered up their dirty deeds. The USarmed and backed up Saddamwhile it suited their purpose andcovered up their dirty deeds. �As Blair and Bush meet inBelfast we call for an end to theuse of the civilian airport in Clareby the US military and call on thepeople on this island to continuetheir protests until this is done,�the statement concluded.

� The Republican Sinn FéinArd Chomhairle which met onSaturday, March 29 adjournedits meeting early so as to enableits members, led by RepublicanSinn Féin President, Ruairí ÓBrádaigh (right) to participate,behind the Republican SinnFéin banner, in the national'Anti - War on Iraq' demonstra-tion which took place inDublin.

End collaboration with

� Republican Sinn Féinmembers at the anti-warmarch in Dublin onMarch 29.



WED. MARCH 12: Keith Rodgers (24) fromHackballscross, Co Louth was shot dead in analtercation at a petrol station in the border vil-lage of Cullaville, Co Armagh. The militarywing of the Provisionals claimed him as one oftheir members. Another man was injured in themelee.MON. MARCH 10: The home of a 22-year-old nationalist woman in the Ballysally estatein Coleraine, Co Derry was targeted in anarson attack by loyalists who threw a device ather front door.FRI. MARCH 14: It was reported that 55lawyers in the Six Counties have made com-plaints the Police Ombudsman Nuala O'Loanabout police intimidation, harassment andthreats from the RUC/PSNI in 2001 and 2002.MON. MARCH 17: A family of five, includ-ing a five-month-old baby, were forced to fleefrom their home in Upper Hollybrook Heightsin Glengormley, outside Belfast when arson-ists set fire to the oil tank at the back of their

home, causing it to explode. The house wascompletely destroyed in the ensuing fire. THURS. MARCH 20: Clifford McKeown,44, from Craigavon, County Armagh man wasconvicted of the murder of nationalist taxidriver Michael McGoldrick in 1996. The courtwas told the killing had been a "birthday pres-ent"                                          for the thenLoyalist Volunteer Force leader Billy Wright,who was later murdered by the INLA in LongKesh prison. He is already serving 12 yearsimprisonment for possessing guns. The so-called 'Coalition of the Willing',consisting of the USA and Britain, along withAustralia and Poland launched their war onIraq.The Dublin Administration pushedthrough a motion in Leinster House that willcontinue to keep Shannon Airport open to mil-itary forces.The home of Tommy Gallagher, his wifeand two children at Drumahoe Gardens in themainly loyalist area Millbrook area of Larne,Co Antrim was targetted in a loyalist arsonattack. Two petrol bombs were thrown at theirhome, one hitting the front of the house whereit ignited, causing scorch damage, the other hita vacant house next door.TUES. MARCH 25: Darren Watson (28), aloyalist from south Down who was convictedof gun charges, was given a two-year condi-tional discharge by a British court.

Robert EmmetON July 23, 1803, the day of RobertEmmet's Rising, a Manifesto wasissued by "The ProvisionalGovernment to the People ofIreland".This was quite a lengthy document and itwas followed by 30 Decrees. Decree no 27envisaged the holding of elections and the set-ting up of a National Parliament andGovernment to which the ProvisionalGovernment would hand over its functions.Decree no 27 read as follows:
The Provisional Government wishing tocommit, as soon as possible, the sovereignauthority to the people, direct that each countyand city shall elect, agreeably to the constitu-tion of United Irishmen, representatives to meetin Dublin, to whom, the moment they assemble,the Provisional Government will resign itsfunctions, and, without presuming to dictate tothe people, they beg leave to suggest, that forthe important purpose to which these electorsare called, integrity of character should be thefirst object.
Emmet had indicated the need to elect peo-ple of integrity of character as members of par-liament. This was another example of howenlightened and principled this young man of25 years was.
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ForTheRecord

The former Bundoran
Councillor and Republican Sinn
Féin Ard Chomhairle member
attacked the Provisionals move in
honouring the memory of the
Drumboe Martyrs at a dinner
dance held in Ballybofey recently.

�Martin McGuinness, Pat
Doherty and Gerry Adams are
hypocritical in honouring the four
dead because they did no accept
the partition of this country which
Adams and the like have accepted.

�They are also about to sit in

Stormont, an English Parliament in
Ireland under English control.
Larkin, Enright, O'Sullivan and
Daly were fighting against that and
that's why they were executed.
They fought against the forces that
accepted partition of this country
and there is no way they would
have died at all if they have accept-
ed what Adams, McGuinness and
Doherty are accepting now.�

Joe O'Neill added:
�Republican Sinn Féin accepted

the ideals which these men died for
and would be honouring these
men, a they had done continuously
at Drumboe on Easter Sunday. He
also said Republican Sinn Féin
would be holding a function in the
Four Provinces Bar in Bundoran
on Friday, April 25.

�These men are completely
and utterly dishonouring the mem-
ory of the men who died in
Drumboe in 1923. No man or
woman ever died fighting for the
division of this country.� he said.

O'Neill slams Drumboe hypocrisy on 80th anniversary
THE leaders of the Provisionals were �completely andutterly dishonouring the memory of the men who died inDrumboe in 1923� according to prominent DonegalRepublican Sinn Féin member Joe O'Neill.

On April 23, 1916 some 150 insur-gents took over the GPO in Dublin.Most of the leaders were present asPatrick Pearse read out theProclamation. The men and women inthe GPO fought without pause or sleepfor five days and five nights. Ravagedby sniper fire, machine guns, 9lb gunsfrom Trinity College and 18lb incendi-ary shells from the gunboat, the Helga.The insurgents were forced to abandonthe GPO on Friday, April 28 and set upheadquarters in 16 Moore Street.At noon on Saturday April 29,Thomas Clarke, Joseph Plunkett, SeánMcDermott, Patrick Pearse andWilliam Pease gathered around the bedof the badly injured James Connolly.Having assessed their situation theydecided on surrender to prevent �anyfurther slaughter of the civil populationand to save the lives of as many of ourfollowers�. They did this in the certainknowledge that they would lose theirown lives but also in the confidencethat their sacrifice would eventually setIreland free. On the night before hedied Thomas Clarke told his withKathleen that they had struck the firstblow for Ireland's freedom, but addedprophetically "Between this momentand freedom, Ireland will go throughhell".How right this gallant solider was,

but the hell that was civil war scarredour nation to the extent that remember-ing hurts. Today 16 Moore Street liesdecaying with age. The NationalGraves Association have requestedDublin City Council to list the buildingor preserve, restore this national monu-ment. The potential is huge � a muse-um, visitors centre, gallery etc. 16Moore Street can be incorporated intoany new development and can becomethe centrepiece of such proposals. 2016will mark the centenary of the 1916Rising. What better way to honour themen and women of Easter Week thanby saving 16 Moore Street.According to the National GravesAssociation �the City Council haverecently placed a CompulsoryPurchasing Order on this site, includ-ing 16 Moore Street, but explain thatHenry Street, Moore Street andO'Connell Street are in their opinion,historically more important than 16Moore Street. �This building is of nationalimportance, the Last Stand of theLeaders of 1916, the Irish Alamo. TheIrish people must learn from the mis-takes of the past, Wood Quay,Mountjoy Square etc. You can help bycontacting your local public represen-tative, by writing to the newspapers, bycontacting RTE, radio etc. and by sign-
ing our petition�.The National Graves Association can be contacted at PO Box 7105, 74Dame Street, Dublin 2.

Appeal to save 16Moore Street
THE National Graves Association has appealed to thenation and especially the citizens of Dublin to sign its peti-tion to save 16 Moore Street, Dublin 1, the last headquartersof the Provisional Government of the All-Ireland Republic1916.

� The GPO, Dublin after heavy artillery bombardment by BritishCrown Forces in Easter Week, 1916.

� Lieut Daniel Enright

� Lieut Tim O�Sullivan

� DRUMBOE MARTYRS:Comdt-General Charlie Daly(right) and Brig-Comdt SeánLarkin (far right).



Join CUMANN na mBAN

In fact Limerick man Joe
Lynch is unable to attend Mass
or confession.  Every day he
must stay indoors and report
by telephone to his local police
station.  A former Irish Shippingseaman, Joe Lynch cannoteven exercise his favouritepastime by taking a walkaround his neighbourhood inthe Ballinacurra Weston areaof Limerick.  Even long timefriends cannot visit him!�I am a prisoner in myown house,� he says.  �I amunder house arrest....the condi-tions imposed on me are outra-geous and a frighteninginfringement of my civil andindeed human rights.�The Special Non-JuryCourt in Dublin imposed thestringent bail conditions onJoe Lynch after police object-ed to his being granted bail ona charge of alleged IRA mem-

bership.�Never in the history ofthis country has such dracon-ian conditions being imposedon anyone appearing before acourt,� he said. �I cannot eventake a lift home from the courtafter the days hearing � Imust take the train fromDublin and the minute I reachLimerick I must telephone thelocal barracks to report in thatI am at home."At present Joe Lynch andsix other men are fighting theIRA membership charges incourt.  They were detainedunder the Offences Against theState Act on December 17,2001 when police raided ameeting in a house in theBallynanty area of Limerick.�It has now been proven incourt that my arrest was illegal� we have been on trial sincethe second week of January �and it is a considerable strainon me and on my family.

�My wife is ill and needregular hospital treatment yet Icannot accompany her there.My son is also ill and I cannoteven take him to hospital.�A long time member ofRepublican Sinn Féin, Mr.Lynch is a former PRO for theorganisation in Limerick and

has acted as MunsterExecutive spokesman.  �Thiswhole exercise by the police issimply an attempt to damageand taint Republican Sinn Féinbecause we continue to saythat the basic cause of conflictis the British presence inIreland.�

Local areas areasked to write toRepublican pris-oners inPortlaoise,Maghaberry andMagilligan pris-ons, in particu-lar those fromtheir ownprovince, notforgetting pris-oners from theother provinces.
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CABHAIR continues to support all trueRepublican prisoners and their dependants inIrish jails within the 32 Counties.With this in mind we ask for local areas toform Finance Committees. Help and advicewill be given by the Central Committee.All contributions should be sent to:
Central CommitteCABHAIR223 Parnell StreetDublin 1For details contact Máiréad Ní Chaoimh

c/o 223 Parnell Street, Dublin 1

A prisoner in his own home
MEET the prisoner in his own home.  Confinedto the house, he cannot venture out to meetfriends or for a cup of coffee.

South Armagh man Gerald
Crilly said that the same count-
er revolutionary forces are at
work today with the Provos
administering British rule in
the Six Counties and it will be
only a matter of time until they
turn against true Republicans. 

�The foundation is being
laid for intense harassment and
intimidation of Republicans by
the RUC or the PSNI,� he told
a large crowd from all over
Munster. �In recent times we

have seen a concerted move
against all those who oppose
the British presence in Ireland. 

�Even the so called trial of
the Ballynanty Seven has
shown the lies and distortions
used by the political police to
try to tarnish Republican Sinn
Féin � and now it has been
proven in the Non-Jury court
that the men were all arrested
illegally � they must be set
free now and these spurious
charged dropped.� 

A local colour party led the
parade from Charles Street in
Listowel to the Republican
Plot where Séamus O
Súilleabháin from County
Limerick welcomed the large
crowd and chaired the com-
memoration. Republican Sinn
Féin chairperson John Mangan
from Tralee recited a decade of
the rosary. Matt Leen read a
poem commemorating the
deaths of the Republicans dur-
ing the Civil War while
Siobhan Walsh read the 1916
Proclamation. 

Wreaths were laid by
Paddy McCarthy on behalf of
Republican Sinn Féin, by
Dominick Kissane on behalf of
the prisoners and by Donal

O'Sullivan, Lisselton on behalf
of the relatives of the two men,
Timothy O'Sullivan and David
Enright who were executed by
Free State forces during the
Civil War. Jonathan
Bermingham from Na Fianna
sounded the Last Post. 

One of the organisors John
O'Shea from Ballylongford
said they were pleased with the
turn out for what was the first
Republican Sinn Féin com-
memoration in the town of
Listowel. 

�We now have a solid
foundation here and we intend
to build on it and recruit new
members in the coming
months,� he said.

� Joe Lynch

Protest Against AmericanWarplanes at ShannonMIC students are to conduct a sleepover outsidethe Royal George Hotel, stated Pól Ó Meádhra,spokesperson for the recently launched Liam ÓLoingsigh Cumann of Republican Sinn Féin.�This is to highlight the ongoing presence of Americanwarships, in what has now become Shannon Warport. Wealready have one foreign army of occupation without invitinganother.�This must be highlighted and confronted, by every meanspossible. The sleepover will be part of the ongoing struggleagainst American and British neo-imperialism. The Liam ÓLoingsigh Cumann will be present at the protest throughout thenight.�Might is not RightREGARDING the imperialist war building up against the peo-ple of Iraq, the build up is not to bring freedom or democracyto the Middle East but to rob and steal their oil. The only rightwestern imperialism has in the Middle East is what the Britshave in my native Ireland and that is the robbers' right or theright of conquest.Should the twin imperialisms of British and American cre-ate a blood bath in the Middle East the birthplace of humanity,the perpetrators should be brought before the court of worldopinion.The contempt I have for the forces of imperialism ismatched by the deep respect I have for the brave people of allraces, creed and colour throughout this planet who protestagainst the drive to imperialism and in support of those whoseek peace and happiness. � George HarrisonStudents� Union censorship"THE Shoneen ethos or subservient mentalityseems to be pervading most sections of Irish soci-ety at present, this unfortunately is also the casewith the �USI�, stated Pól Ó Meádhra,Republican Sinn Féin spokesperson of CumannLiam Ó Loingsigh, Mary Immaculate teachertraining college, Limerick.This was highlighted recently by the refusal of the StudentsUnion to allow the erection of certain Republican Sinn Féinposters in the college. These posters were intended to exposethe realities of the present military occupation of part ofIreland. The posters were simple and to the point, �RUC-PSNI� nothing has changed, treat them the same�. We were told thatsuch posters may be insulting, indeed racist!Such sentiments are absurd to say the least, a manifestationof the age-old problem of the slave mentality or gombeen psy-chosis, arising out of 800 years of colonialism by a foreignpower.Republican Sinn Féin hopes to do its part in the destructionof this mindset, in USI, by electing as many members as possi-ble in the upcoming election in the college.Shannon role wrongBY allowing the use of Shannon Airport as a transitbase to American troops against the wishes of theIrish people, the 26-County Administration mustbear some of the responsibility for the awful loss oflife in Iraq, the Vice-President of Republican SinnFéin said on March 29. Des Long said that the American and British engineered warhas no moral sanction from the United Nations. �In fact the war is opposed by the vast majority of people whosee that diplomacy was not given a proper chance to resolve the sit-uation,� he told delegates from Clare, Limerick, Kerry, Cork andWaterford at the Munster Executive meeting of Republican SinnFéin in Limerick. �In Shannon we see how politicians have ignored the wishes ofthe people � as far back as the first Gulf War � and in the recentconflict in Afghanistan we in Republican Sinn Féin said that acivilian airport should not be used for military purposes. �While the people of Iraq are being bombed into bits tonight letthe politicians reflect that these weapons of mass destruction werenot only facilitated but welcomed at Shannon Airport. �By conniving with the American military and using weaselwords this Dublin Administration must bear some of the responsi-bility for the awful loss of life in this conflict. �The Americans masquerade under their so called flag of free-dom but what they are doing to the people of Iraq is tantamount tointernational terrorism. The Americans can never again speakabout terrorism with any moral authority. What they are doing isnothing short of inflicting terror on an entire country.� 

Harassment of Republicans increas-
THE killing of Republicans by the Free State dur-ing the Civil War was actually a counter-revolu-tion by forces backed by the British crown, amember of the Ard Comhairle told the firstRepublican Sinn Féin commemoration inListowel, County Kerry on March, 30.

� A US navy transport aircraft pictured at Shannon Airport recently.
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£30,867

Ag an bpáirtí polaitiúil abhfuil tromlach an phobailleis agus sin cruthaithe agvótáil ionraic, a ba chóir anchumhacht a bheith, mar isgnách i stat daonlathach, darleisean.Tagaim leis; agus ar sonathaontú na hÉireann atátromlach an phobail Éirean-naigh. Leis na céadta bliainatá an scéal amhlaidh, dar leisna staraithe. Sin, agus Saoirse,go dtínár ndul isteach san AE,Dia linn. Ach níor bhac duinear bith den lucht éisteachta anoíche sin a leithéid a mhe-abhrú don aoi. Seans gurcheapadar go mbeadh sindrochmhúinte, cá bhfios?
DAONLATHAS TEORANTANí raibh náisiún na hÉire-ann, tír na hÉireann, an t-oileán ina iomlán, i gceist agGreg Campbell, ná cúigeUladh féin, ina iomlán, ach anoiread, ach cuid de, mar atá naSé Chontae.Ar scrúdaigh Greg anfrithdhaonlathas a bhain leisan ailtireacht mhí-ionraic arinne stáitín beag, mar dhea,de na Sé Chontae, agus an

cuspóir, mar a bhí forlámhas achinntiú ar Éirinn uilig?In ainneoin na Plandáladen 17ú aois, mar achruthaigh an staraí, BrianMurphy, ar son aontacht nahÉireann a sheas formhórmhuintir na hÉireann ar feadhna fichiú aoise.Tig linn a rá gurbh í anbhliain a thosaigh feachtas nacríochdheighilte, nuair adhiúltaigh Asquith Home-Rule a "bhrú" ar "Ulster". Dhábhliain níos déanaí, b'amh-laidh a gheall Lloyd George,ach go rúnda, agus é ag plé leCarson, nach gcuirfí achtBriotanach ar bith faoi Home-Rule aon iachall ar "Ulster" abheith páirteach ann, gombeadh roinnt eisceachtaí igceist (viz, Patrick Pearseand the Lost RepublicanIdeal, le Brian Murphy,Dublin; 1991: 185).Ach, maidir le Carsonféin: . . . even Carson admit-ted at the end of his days thatTory intrigues had led him ona course that was harmful tothe well being of Ireland.(Murphy, idem: 61).
ADMHÁIL 

CHARSONI leabhar le ATQ Stewart(Edward Carson; Dublin,1981) atá an admháil, í i gclóarís ag Murphy (idem: 61):What a fool I was [heexclaimed]. I was only a pup-pet, and so was Ulster, and sowas Ireland, in the politicalgame that was to get theConservative Party intopower.Lá Bealtaine, a deirtear,cuirfear toghchán eile ar bunsna Sé Chontae agus, más fíordo Ghreg, agus é ag labhairtTigh na bPiarsach an oíche údi mí Feabhra, ag a phairtí féina bheas an bua, agus ansinbeidh deireadh le Trimble sabpolaitíocht.D'fhéadfadh an ceart abheith aige, mar, de réir achéile, thar na blianta, tá agladgdú ar a thacaíocht seisean.Ach sa bpolaitíocht, sa tír seo,ach go háirithe, is deacair abheith cinnte faoi ní ar bith -cé a bhuas, cé a thitfeas, cé aéireos leis cail éigin eile achur ar na vótóirí.Ach, má thiteann Trimble,agus má éiríonn le Péaslaí, leRobinson, le Greg agus eile,céard é a dhéanfas siad?D'eile, arsa Greg, ach andaonlathas a athbhunú. Beidhdeireadh le roinnt nacumhachta. Beidh an SDLP,Sinn Féin agus a luchttacaíochta ann, ceart go leor,ach mar fhreasúra amháin.
RÉ NUAAr an dóigh sin, dar leGreg, cuirfidh siad deireadh leSocrú Aoine an Chéasta, agusbeidh ar a gcumas socrú nua abhunú, agus cothrom naFéinne a thabhairt do naProtastúin.Caithfidh muid fanacht gofoighneach anois go dtí LáBealtaine, lá traidisiúnta nabpiseog, tréimhse nadraíochta, nuair a tharlaíonnan ní, minic go leor, nachmbíonn éinne ag súil leis.

Cibé faoi sin, tá SocrúAoine an Chéasta ar an dédeiridh. Ar na torthaí go raibhgo leor daoine ag súil leo, bhídeireadh le biogóideacht, lefuath, le heaspa muiníne idirCaitlicigh agus Protastúin.Ach a mhalairt a tharla. Níldeireadh le dó, le marú, leraic, le scrios . . .Maidir le Teach Laighean,an bhfuil aon dóchas ann dondéanfadh formhór a chuidpolaiteoirí éinní le beithréadúil faoin gcríochd-heighilt?'Chuile sheans go ndéan-faidís siúd, ina mbunáite, anócáid a cheiliúradh, más gorúnda féin é, nuair a éireos lePéaslaí agus a chairde greim afháil ar an gcumhacht, másfíor an pictiúr a dhear GregTigh na Piarsach faoi thus mhíFeabhraNíor theastaigh uathu, TDná seanadóir, go gcuirfídeireadh le críochdheighilt nahÉireann. Ró-thrioblóideach .. . Bheadh ar dhaoine tosú agsmaoineamh, obair phian-mhar. An bhféadfadh an tír ancostas a sheasamh? Fios achur ar na Náisiúin Aontuithe,ar ndóigh, agus ár lámha aníochain, ach . . .
FEAR BOCHTNí drochdhuine é Greg,cheapfainn. Bhí trua agam dó,agus é ag cur síos faoinuaigneas atá air. Gan a bheithin ann teagmháil a choinneáillena oidhreacht Albanach, adheacair is atá sé.Bhí fonn orm Burns agusa chuid filíochta a phlé leis,len é a stiúradh beagán. Burnsagus a chuairt ar annGaeltacht, agus an fháilte acuireadh roimhe ansin. Aguseile . . .Dúisigh, a Ghreg! Bheadhfáilte romhat inár measc achfilleadh go fírinneach art'oidhreacht, bail ó Dhia ort.� Deasún Breatnach

GregCampbell,mar dhaonlathaí
CÉARD é an locht is mó ar Shocrú Aoine anChéasta? An chumhacht a beith le roinnt idir napáirtithe polaitiúla, dar le Greg Campbell, ball dena hAondachtóirí Daonlaithe sna Sé Chontae,páirtí Phéaslaí, más fearr lear ar an dóigh sin é,agus Greg ina aoi ag Institiúid na hÉireann, inalároifig, Teach na bPiarsach, Baile Átha Cliath,oíche Dhéardaoine, Feabhra 6.

WHITE-LINE PICKETS FOR POLITICAL STATUSOUTSIDE THE REPUBLICAN SINN FÉINOFFICE, 229 FALLS ROAD, BELFAST1st and 3rd SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH 1-2pmOUTSIDE THE GUILDHALL, DERRY CITYLAST SATURDAY OF EVERY MONTH, 1-2pmOrganised by Republican Sinn Féin, Belfast andDerry* * * *PICKET AT SPECIAL NON-JURY COURTWEDNESDAY, APRIL 9SUPPORT THE REPUBLICAN SINN FÉIN EIGHTAssemble: end of Green Street, Dublin, 10.30am* * * *PICKET FOR POLITICAL STATUSGPO, DUBLINSATURDAY, MAY 10, 1-2pmOrganised by Republican Sinn Féin, Leinster* * * *LIAM LYNCH COMMEMORATIONEIGHTIETH ANNIVERSARY SUNDAY, APRIL 13KILCRUMPER CEMETERY, FERMOY, CO CORKAssemble: 2pm, Kilcrumper* * * *BOOK LAUNCH: BOLD ROBERT EMMETNew book by Seán Ó Brádaigh MONDAY, APRIL 14, 6.15pmBRAZEN HEAD, BRIDGE STREET, DUBLIN 8Fáilte roimh cách!* * * *80th COMMEMORATION TO WALSH,LYONS AND DALTON, MURDERED IN THEVALLEY OF KNOCKANURE, CO KERRYSUNDAY, MAY 11Assemble: Knockanure, Moyvane, 2.30pm andmarch to memorial* * * *CABHAIR � IRISH REPUBLICANPRISONERS DEPENDANTS FUNDANNUAL TESTIMONIAL& REPUBLICAN REUNIONWEST COUNTY HOTEL, CHAPELIZOD, DUBLINFRIDAY, MAY 16, 2002Buffet Supper & Music by The FreewheelersTickets: �20* * * *

IMEACHTAÍ
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ANTRIM Belfast, Easter Sunday, Republican Plot, Milltown Cemetery, 12noon.  ARMAGHCamloch, south Armagh, Easter Saturday, 6pm; Easter Sunday,Newry, 10am; Wreath-laying ceremonies at Cullyhanna,Crossmaglen and Mullaghbawn.Armagh city, Easter Sunday, Sandyhill Cemetery, 3pm.Lurgan, Easter Sunday, Wreath-laying ceremony atRepublican Plot, St Colman's Cemetery.CAVAN/FERMANAGHEaster Sunday, 3pm. Kiladuff Cemetery, Swanlinbar, at thegrave of Vol Patrick McManus, assemble cemetery gates 3pm.CLAREDetails in local papers. CORKAssemble at Wilton Roundabout, 2pm Easter Sunday. Parade toRepublican Plot, St Finbarr's Cemetery.DERRYCúchulainn Memorial, City Cemetery, Derry City, EasterSunday, assemble at 12 noon. Wreath-laying ceremonies at the following on EasterSunday morning: The Loup Cemetery, 9am at the grave ofBrigadier Seán Larkin; and the grave of Tommy Toner inDungiven, 10.15am at the graves of Vols Kealy, O'Carolan andKilmartin and hunger striker Kevin Lynch.DONEGALHoly Saturday, Doneyloup, Castlefin 7.30pm. Clady Bridge,11.30am. Drumboe Easter Sunday, assemble Johnson's Corner2.30pm. DOWNEaster Sunday, Newry, 10 am, St Mary�s Cemetery.DUBLINAssemble Garden of Remembrance, 11.30am for march to GPO,O'Connell Street, Dublin, Easter Sunday.Wreath-laying ceremony at Glasnevin Cemetery, EasterSunday 1pm. Easter Monday, commemoration at DeansgrangeCemetery, 1pm. GALWAYAssemble at Cathedral for parade to Liam Mellows Memorial,Eyre Square, Galway city, Easter Sunday, 11am.  Republican Plot, Donaghpatrick, Headford, Easter Sunday,assemble Queally's Cross, Cahirlistrane, 3pm. Wreath-laying ceremonies at Uachtarard, grave of VolSéamus Ó Máille, 7pm, Saturday, April 22.Easter Sunday 12 noon, wreath-laying ceremony at thegrave of Fr Michael Griffin, Cathedral, Loughrea.Tuam, Easter Sunday, 2pm wreath-laying ceremony,Workhouse Memorial. GLASGOW
Easter Sunday commemoration and function. Details from
SAOIRSE sellers. KERRYCahersiveen, Easter Sunday, assemble 2.30pm Fair Green andparade to Killavarogue Cemetery. Wreath-laying ceremonies at3rd Kerry Brigade memorial in Church Street along the route. Eddie Carmody Memorial, Ballylongford, wreath-laying

ceremony, Easter Sunday 11.30, followed by  wreath-laying cer-emony, Republican Plot, Listowel 12.15. Tralee, Easter Sunday, assemble at Denny Street at 2pmparade to Republican Plot, Rath Cemetery. Killarney, wreath-laying ceremony at Republican Monument.KILDAREEaster Sunday, 12 noon, at the grave of Frank Driver inBallymore Eustace. Wreath-laying ceremonies at the grave ofMyles and Thomas O'Reilly, Hollywood.LEITRIMEaster Sunday, Mohill 3pm at the grave of Brig-Adj Joe Beirne,IRA.North Leitrim wreath-laying ceremonies: Rossinver at graveof Vol Jack McCabe at 12 noon; Manorhamilton at memorial toCaptain Phil Gilgunn, 12.30pm.LIMERICKEaster Sunday, assemble Munster Tavern, Mulgrave Street,2.45pm for parade to Republican Plot, Mount St LawrenceCemetery. LIVERPOOLEaster Sunday, wreath-laying ceremony at the FenianMonument in Ford Cemetery.LONDONEaster Monday, 1pm, in Hendon Cemetery at the grave of PaddyHartigan. Wreath-laying ceremonies at Leytonstone at the graveof Terry Dunne and City of London Cemetery at the grave ofMichael Barrett. LONGFORDEaster Sunday, Ballymacormack Cemetery, Longford town, at

the grave of Patrick McKeown, 3pm. Assemble junction ofBallymahon/Janesboro roads.LOUTHDundalk, Easter Sunday, assemble Adelphi (old cinema nowclosed) at 1pm for parade to Republican Plot, St PatricksCemetery. MANCHESTEREaster Sunday, wreath-laying ceremony at the ManchesterMartyrs monument in Moston Cemetery.MAYOKilkelly, Easter Monday, 12 noon, assemble at Church andparade to East Mayo Brigade Memorial on main Sligo-GalwayRoad. MEATH12 noon, Easter Monday, wreath-laying ceremony at Tom AllenMemorial, Longwood. Wreath-laying ceremonies will also beheld at the Séamus Fox Memorial, Drumree, 1pm and atArdbracken, Navan, 1.30pm.MONAGHANEaster Sunday, Commemoration, Urbleshanny Cemetery,Scotstown, at grave of Vol Seámus McElwaine 2pm. NEW YORKEaster Sunday Commemoration. Molly Wee Pub 8th Ave & 30thStreet, New York City. For Info Phone 718-409-2203.     OFFALY
Offaly, wreath-laying ceremony at the grave of Walter
Mitchel,Tullamore, Easter Sunday, 10amROSCOMMONBallinlough, Easter Sunday, 12 noon, parade to IRA Memorial.Elphin, parade to County Roscommon Memorial after 11.30Mass.County Commemoration, Ardcarne Cemetery, Boyle, EasterSunday, 3.30pm. Parade forms up at Grevisk gate on mainCarrick-on-Shannon-Boyle road and marches to the grave ofTerence McGlynn. SLIGOSligo Town, Easter Sunday, assemble Cemetery gates 12 noonand march to Republican Plot.TIPPERARYEaster Sunday, commemoration, 10am, Hunger StrikeMemorial, Banba Square, Nenagh.TYRONECarrickmore, Easter Saturday, 6.30pm, wreath-laying ceremonyat grave of Frank Ward. Aghyaran, Easter Sunday 10.15am atgrave of John Phillip O'Donnell.WATERFORDEaster Monday, 6.30pm, Cappoquin, west Waterford. Assembleat the Square and march to Republican Plot.WESTMEATHEaster Sunday, 12 noon, commemoration at the grave of RangerJames Daly, Tyrellspass. 

WEXFORDRepublican Plot, St Ibar's Cemetery, Crosstown, Easter Sunday,assemble at Crescent Quay, Wexford at 3pm. Wreath-laying cer-emonies at the grave of Joe Whitty; and at the graves of Rafterand McCarthy in Morrinton Cemetery. Function: 5pm, TowerBar.

1916  Easter Commemorations

ON the 87th anniversary of thehistoric Easter Rising of1916, the Leadership of theRepublican Movement extendsgreetings to all, at home and in exile,who are gathered in commemorationat the graves of our martyred dead orat memorials to their sacrifice andtheir memory. This year 2003 alsomarks the bicentenary of RobertEmmet's Rising in Dublin whichwill be commemorated fittingly laterin this year.The Leadership also sends greet-ings and good wishes to ourRepublican prisoners in Maghaberryprison, Co Antrim and Magilligan,Co Derry as well as to those inPortlaoise jail. In spite of the sacri-fice and victory of our ten hungerstrikers in the H-Blocks of LongKesh Camp 22 years ago, politicalstatus is once more denied by theBritish government to these politicalprisoners. In Portlaoise jail, ill-treat-ment is being inflicted onRepublicans there by the 26-CountyAdministration.In all cases the prisoners arestanding up to oppression with dig-

nity and courage, secure in theknowledge that great Irish men andwomen have trodden this well-wornpath before them and have ultimate-ly won what is rightfully theirs. It iswith dismay, then, we learn that inBelfast itself functions in aid of thewelfare of the prisoners and theirfamilies are being disrupted by thosewho were once their comrades buthave now joined forces with the ene-mies of Irish freedom. Owners ofpremises who have agreed to hostsuch functions have been intimidat-ed and forced to cancel these socialoccasions, in some cases by thosewho once suffered at the hands ofthe English enemy in the same pris-ons. Nevertheless, we wish toexpress out appreciation of the workof faithful Republicans in their loyaland continued support of the prison-ers and their dependants.The harassment of the national-ist population by the British occupa-tion forces, including theRUC/PSNI, has continued unabatedand has manifested itself in chargesof conspiracy which has ever beenthe last resort of British rule in

Ireland, when all else failed. TheDublin government, to its shame,has persisted in its collaborationwith English rule and now, openlyand brazenly, boasts of how closelyit works with the enemy. The three-months long trial in the Special Non-jury Court in Green Street, Dublin ofthe Limerick Seven on unfoundedcharges is but one example of this.History will judge such actions yet,as it has judged the quislings andcollaborators in other countries.CONTRARY to the wishes ofthe United Nations and inbreach of its Charter, animperialist war has been launchedagainst a weak Third World countrywhich is rich in its resources. It isindeed the first of the notorious"resource wars of the 21st century"which were forecast a decade ago. Incomplete disregard of public opin-ion in Ireland, the 26-County admin-istration has blatantly violated neu-trality in providing support for thelogistics of the aggressors atShannon Airport. Legitimate nation-al liberation wars, such as our owncenturies-old struggle, and anti-

colonial and anti-imperialist warsare a different matter altogether; andwe reject the pernicious doctrine ofthe pre-emptive war.The Stormont Agreement ofmore than five years ago is continu-ing to be unworkable and Stormontitself has again been suspended forthe past six months. In no way is thisagreement a settlement and it hasbrought no benefit to either national-ists or unionists. It copper-fastensthe presence of the British govern-ment here and denies the right of allthe Irish people acting as a unit toself-determination. Also it leaves theunionists in a state of uncertaintyand fear for their future. A newdemocracy in a New Ireland of thefour provinces is the realistic alter-native to this in secure agreementwhich aims to perpetuate Englishrule in Ireland. Republican Sinn Féin continuesin its task of providing the workablealternative to a restructured Britishrule. It reaches out to both unionistsand nationalists with a place for allis the New Ireland. We note that theContinuity IRA still asserts the right

of the Irish people "to the ownershipof Ireland". Because of its resistanceto foreign rule that body has beensubjected to a sustained campaign ofdenigration. Spurious charges of themost outrageous kind have been lev-elled against it by sections of themedia which are pliant in the handsof the Establishment, but it adheresto its principles with the honour ithas inherited from the men andwomen of 1916.In the words of Liam Mellowsbefore he faced the firing squad, "bytruth and honour, by principle andsacrifice alone will Ireland be free".This then is the task to which we re-dedicate ourselves this Easter day,with the assistance of a completelynew generation untrammeled by thesell-outs and betrayals of the past.Inspired by the patriot dead, wemove forward again towards theultimate victory.
� Issued by theLeadership of theRepublican MovementEaster 2003.

Easter Statement from the Leadership ofthe Republican Movement



Saturday, March 8, 2003: The shootingof a man in the early hours of Saturday hasleft the people of this area of north Belfastwondering as to why the man was made atarget. It is clear that the victim kept himselfto himself and a reason for him being shotand killed is lost on the people of this area.The victim was named as 39-year-old DavidBarnes.Sunday, March 9, 2003: Sunday passedoff without any reports of trouble.Monday, March 10, 2003: Monday waswitness once again to PSNI/RUC harass-ment as a number of homes of RepublicanSinn Féin members were raided. In scenesreminiscent of the 70s and 80s large numbersof RUC backed up with landrovers descend-ed on a number of homes in north and westBelfast around 5.35am. In one case men used a sledgehammer inan attempt to break down a front door. In allcases homes were raided; mobile phones,computers, bank statements, pictures,DVD's, phonographs, clothes and other per-sonal belongings such as address books weretaken by the PNSI/RUC. Four members ofRepublican Sinn Féin were arrested andtaken to Lisburn barracks where they werequestioned before being released around6.30pm.Tuesday, March 11, 2003: There werereports on Tuesday of RUC/PSNI raids inthe Falls Road area of west Belfast. Therewas, as has been the case, a heavy force ofoccupation forces on the ground again innorth Belfast and for a time in the LowerFalls of west Belfast.Wednesday, March 12, 2003: Therewere reports on Wednesday night that abomb was abandoned near Laganside Courtbuildings.Thursday, March 13, 2003: Thursdaymorning was witness to tailbacks and trafficjams that were caused by Wednesday nights'bombing at the Laganside Court buildings.Throughout Thursday Brit/RUC occupa-tion forces were once again enforce in northBelfast. Brit army armoured cars movedround the area as backup to RUC landrovers.Friday, March 14, 2003: Friday waswitness to minor stone throwing over the so-called peace-line at Alliance Avenue. Anumber of stones were thrown over from theloyalist Glen Bryn area into the back ofhouses in the nationalist Alliance Avenue.No one was injured and no damage wascaused in the attack that only lasted a fewminutes. There were further reports of trou-ble in the area throughout the day.Saturday, March 15, 2003: There wereno reports of trouble on Saturday althoughonce again occupation forces were heavy onthe ground.Sunday, March 16, 2003: Sunday after-noon was witness to confrontation betweengroups of nationalists and loyalists in a num-ber of interface areas. Fighting took place atWhite city at Arthur Bridge, LimestoneRoad. Loyalists using the cover of theAlexandra Park near the Antrim Road petrolbombed nationalist homes. Also throughoutthe day attacks took place as loyalists fromthe Glen Bryn area kept up a constant attackon the nationalist houses in the AllianceAvenue. A number of people had a luckyescape as missiles rained down on thenationalist homes. This set the scene for theday for the people of north Belfast.In east Belfast the nationalist ShortStrand was again the victim of loyalistattacks and a number of pipe bombs werethrown by loyalists into the nationalistBryson Street. Heavy fighting once againtook place into the night.Monday, March 17, 2003: A family of

five, including a five-week-old baby, wereforced to flee their home at UpperHollybrook Heights in Glengormley on theoutskirts of Belfast following an arson attackwhich caused their oil tank to explode. In theensuing fire the house was completelydestroyed.St. Patrick's Day was just another day forthose living on or near the interface areas asthroughout the day loyalists in the Glen Brynarea once again rained missiles over the so-called peace-line down on the nationalisthouses in Alliance Avenue. These attackswere again carried out into the hours of dark-ness; across town in East Belfast ShortStrand was targeted by loyalists, and yetagain loyalist pipe-bombers were in actionagainst that small nationalist community ofeast Belfast.In west Belfast there was a report of ariot that started after a St. Patrick's Day discoended; the fighting is believed to have start-ed when the RUC/PSNI moved into theAndersonstown area. The RUC later claimedfour of their members were injured.

Tuesday, March 18, 2003: Tuesdayonce again saw the nationalist people of theAlliance Avenue coming under heavy ston-ing.The stoning that started around teatimesaw a number of cars damaged as missilesnot only fell into backyards but, also clearedthe roofs of the nationalist houses fallinginto the street. A number of bolts as well asbottles, bricks and stones were used to attackthe nationalist houses from the loyalist GlenByrn area.In east Belfast Bryson Street was againthe target for loyalist bombers and stonethrowing took place from loyalists in theNewtownards Road, fireworks were alsoused to attack the nationalist Short Strand.Wednesday, March 19, 2003: Loyalistson the Newtownards Road in east Belfastcarried out a number of attacks against thenationalist Short Strand on Wednesday nightas well as stones, bricks and bottles beingused fireworks and paint bombs were alsoused in the attack, loyalists also used a stolenJCB to knock down a spy camera in the area.

In north Belfast the nationalist people ofAlliance Avenue settled in for yet anothernight of attacks from the loyalist Glen Brynarea as RUC landrovers kept mobile patrolsin the Alliance Avenue to no doubt makesure nationalists wouldn't be able to defendtheir homes against the loyalist sectarianism.Thursday, March 20, 2003: Minorstone throwing took place throughout theday with loyalists in the Glen Bryn area onceagain targeting the nationalist houses in theAlliance Avenue. There was also trouble inthe loyalist Ballygomartin area, it wasclaimed that fighting broke out between loy-alists and nationalists at Springmartin road.The occupation forces moved into the area.Loyalists then started to attack those theyclaim to be their own crown forces, theRUC/PSNI. Not for the first time has theconfused loyalism attacked the Crown.RUC/PSNI attacked anti-war protestorsat one stage during an anti-war demonstra-tion in Belfast. The RUC drew batons onschool children and made two arrests. Onceagain the RUC have shown how willing theyare to use force even against anti-war protes-tors.Friday, March 21, 2003: Friday sawsome minor stone throwing once again byloyalists from Glen Bryn targeting thenationalist homes in the Alliance Avenue.Friday was also witness to Brit occupationforces enforce in north Belfast.Mobile patrols were backed up by footpatrols in the Old Park Road, Bone andCliftonville area setting the scene for theday.Four students at Jordanstown College inBelfast were forced to leave their rentedaccommodation in the Cloughfern area ofNewtownabbey, outside Belfast after beingrepeatedly threatened by groups of men whosaid if they didn�t leave they would be�moved out by the UDA�.Saturday, March 22, 2003: There wasreports of an arms find in south Belfast. Atthis stage there's no further details. Also onSaturday night there were reports of minorstoning towards the nationalist houses inAlliance Avenue, again from the loyalistGlenbryn. No damage was caused in theattack that only lasted a number of minutes.The arms find in University Street on theOrmeau Road has been claimed to be a num-ber of handguns, a rifle shotgun, hundreds ofbullets and bomb parts.Sunday, March 23, 2003: Around6.30pm on Sunday fighting broke out atArdoyne Road after nationalists confrontedloyalists who came down from the GlenBryn area and started to attack the houses ofnationalists on the Ardoyne Road and inAlliance Avenue. The fighting at one stagebecame very heavy and a number of shotswere also heard.This latest attack on the nationalist peo-ple of Ardoyne came after a week of suchattacks against the nationalist people ofAlliance Avenue carried out from the loyal-ist Glen Bryn area. The fighting subsidedafter a time and the area was flooded withOccupation Forces. Tension stayed high inthe area and the people in the nationalistAvenue have settled down for a sleeplessnight.It was reported that a large haul of guns,ammunition and bomb timers which werediscovered in a warehouse beside a bar atUniversity Street near the lower OrmwauRoad in south Belfast were belong to thearmed wing of the Provisionals. Three menwere arrested in connection with the find.Monday, March 24, 2003: There hasbeen claims that the weapons found near theOrmeau Road on Saturday belong to the

Nationalists face arson attacks,
8 Saoirse-Irish Freedom � Aibreán/April 2003

� British spy camera knocked down opposite St Matthew�s Catholic Church in eastBelfast on March 19.



Provisionals. A number of people werearrested in the area.Tuesday, March 25, 2003: There werereports on Tuesday morning of a number ofbomb scares in the Newtownabbey area ofnorth Belfast. It is believed that the scaresare in the loyalist White House area.The nationalist people of AllianceAvenue were once again under constantattack by loyalists in the Glen Bryn area.Missiles rained down over the so-calledpeace-line.The attacks started in the afternoon andwent on throughout the day. Damage wascaused to a number of nationalist houses.There were no reports of injuries.Wednesday, March 26, 2003: Onceagain and has been going on for a number ofweeks now, the nationalist people living onthe frontline in the Alliance Avenue werevictim to the targeting of loyalist stonethrowers from the Glen Bryn area.Although the attacks are minor to that ofrecent days, that doesn't make it any less of aworry for the people who live in this area.
Thursday, March 27, 2003: There wasno reports of trouble but, Occupation Forceswere heavy on the ground with mobile footpatrols and Brit/RUC armoured foot patrolswere constant throughout the day. Every sooften nationalist youths would target thepatrols with the odd brick or bottles.Friday, March 28, 2003: There were noreports of trouble on Friday.Saturday, March 29, 2003: Saturdaywas once again witness to attacks on homesin the Alliance Avenue. Loyalists in the GlenBryn area targeted the backs of the houseswith missiles and bricks; bottles were alsothrown over the so-called peace-line. Theattacks took place from around 7pm onSaturday and went on throughout the night.Some damage was caused but this wasminor.Sunday, March 30, 2003: There were noreports of trouble on Sunday although anumber of people in the nationalist AllianceAvenue of north Belfast claimed to haveheard a number of shots being fired around10.45pm. 
At this stage its not known what the tar-get may have been or indeed if it was a testfiring, as it is known loyalists have been testfiring weapons in the area; needless to saysuch action leaves the nationalist communi-ty of north Belfast feeling uneasy.Monday, March 31, 2003: Monday waswitness to yet more stoning of nationalisthouses in the Alliance Avenue. The stoningthat took place in the late afternoon was on aminor level and caused no damage.Tuesday, April 1, 2003: Tuesday saw abomb scare close off Clifton Park Avenuefor a number of hours. The scare startedaround 3pm in the afternoon and turned outto be a hoax.  Wednesday, April 2, 2003: Wednesdaywas witness to the Brit/RUC occupationforces once again heavy on the ground in anumber of areas in north Belfast. As hasbeen and is the case Brit army foot patrolsbacked up by armoured mobile patrolsmoved around parts of the Bone/Old ParkRoad, Cliftonville Road, Antrim Road andCave Hill area. Throughout the day roadchecks were set up.There was also some stoning near theinterface at Alliance Avenue with nationalisthomes once again the target; the stoningwould be viewed as minor.Thursday, April 3, 2003: There were noreports of trouble today, but once againOccupation Forces were enforce in a number

of areas in Belfast.Friday, April 4, 2003: Once again therewas a number of Occupation Forces roadchecks set up around north Belfast. Therewere also reports of a petrol bomb attack ona house on the Crumlin Road in north

Belfast. At this stage it is not known if theattack is down to sectarianism or somethingelseIt has also become clear that a nationalistman had a lucky escape in the early hours oflast Saturday. A gang of loyalists tried todrag the man into a car at the top of DuncairnGardens. The four-strong gang also used ahammer in the attack. The nationalist man inhis twenties managed to escape runningdown Atlantic Avenue, but was chased bythe gang who were in a blue Escort. The young man managed to escape butwas said to be in shock and was later treatedin hospital for injuries to his head. 
Once again it has been shown that loyal-ist gangs can drive around at will, it shouldbe remembered these areas of north Belfastare under constant watch from the BritOccupation Forces as already stated.Monday, April 7, 2003: Pro-wardemonstrators attacked a number of businesspremises and individuals during a pro-Bushand pro-war rally in Belfast city centre lastnight. Two nationalist pubs and a taxi com-pany were targeted and passers-by wereassaulted by a group who had marched fromthe loyalist Shankill area through the largelynationalist Castle St and King St area of thecity. Passing vehicles were also attacked. The 300-strong pro-Bush and pro-warrally had been organised by a senior memberof the unionist party, Sir John Gorman, a for-mer British soldier. Ian Paisley, leader of theDUP, was pictured at the rally standingalongside a woman carrying a placard whichbore the slogan, �Baghdad, Basra,Crossmaglen?� The apparent implication of

the placard was to urge the British Army to�deal� with Republican areas of the north[Crossmaglen] in a similar way to Basra.The British Army require no such promptingsince it has murdered innocent civilians herein Ireland for years and there is ample evi-dence that it is doing the same in Iraq. Meanwhile a small group of loyalists,including members of the UDA, wavedBritish flags and chanted anti-nationalist andpro-war slogans on the fringes of the largeanti-war protest at Hillsborough Castleorganised by the Irish Congress of TradeUnions and the Anti-War Movement. Thereare also reports of UDA members and indi-viduals associated with Combat 18 �trawl-ing� Belfast in cars looking for anti-war pro-testers who could be attacked. Combat 18 isan extreme right-wing British fascist organi-sation with links to loyalist paramilitaries.The number 1and 8 in the alphabet refer tothe initials AH or Adolf Hitler. Extreme loy-alist websites urged attacks on anti-war pro-testers. 
Tuesday, April 8, 2003: At approxi-mately 1.45pm British colonial police in riotgear arrested a number of demonstratorswho had sat down on one lane of the road-way outside Belfast city hall during a tradeunion rally against the presence of USPresident George W Bush in Ireland.Protesters complained about the behaviourof some of the riot police. In particular sev-eral witnesses said that one RUC/PSNImember dragged a young woman off theroadway by the hair. The number of the offi-cer was 6277, according to a number ofsources. 

ce arson attacks,
Saoirse-Irish Freedom � Aibreán/April 2003    9

� A nationalist family of five including a five-week-old baby escaped with their lives when their oil tank at the rear of  their homewas set alight in a loyalist attack in Glengormley, outside Belfast.

� Paul Turtle (15) from Antrim town wasassaulted by a loyalist gang as he walkedto school on March 28. He had previous-ly received a UVF death threat. He is thechild of a mixed marriage.
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To begin with, I cut outand kept an article by VincentTwomey which appeared inthe Irish Times of January 27,2003. Vincent Twomey SVDis a lecturer in moral theologyat St Patrick's College,Maynooth. The thrust of histhesis was to remind us allthat morality is not just a per-sonal or private matter, butthat it must infuse public lifeas well.He leads off by statingthat if �morality is privatised,banned from the public realm,politics necessarily becomes anaked power game, becauseconcepts of right and wronghave been abandoned�.He then sets down somebasic essentials. �Democracymust be based on the true andsolid foundation of non-nego-tiable ethical principles.�One of these principles, forinstance, is that the end neverjustifies the means. He has-tens to add that these non-negotiable ethical principlesare not faith-based or reli-gion-based, because there isnot an identity between reli-gion and politics.He identifies the roots ofour democratic tradition andits essential basic principlesas being �Greek philosophy(eg Plato, Socrates,Aristotle), WesternChristianity and theEnlightenment�. TheEnlightenment was a philo-sophical movement in theeighteenth century whichbrought human reason toexamine previously accepteddoctrines and institutions. It isalso known as the Age ofReason.The French principles ofDemocracy and the Rights ofMan developed out of thatmovement. French philoso-phers like Voltaire andRousseau and the English rad-ical Thomas Paine con-tributed to these new ideas.Wolfe Tone and the UnitedIrish leaders brought theseideas to Ireland and a modernIrish model of them wasdeveloped, initially amongthe Presbyterians of Belfast.The Church of Rome founddifficulty with these ideas fora long time, but the postVatican II Church has movedfar from its eighteenth centuryattitude.So, Vincent Twomey ofMaynooth makes his case fora democracy and a conduct ofpolitical affairs which oper-ates within �an essentialmoral framework for politicaldebate and decision-making."By ignoring the dictates ofconscience, people end upundermining democracy," hesays. The only bulwarkagainst corruption in publiclife is to act according to one'sprinciples and one cannotpick and choose our moralprinciples. Moreover, theseprinciples are not faith-basedbut are rooted in natural jus-

tice.
This essay by VincentTwomey was still on my deskon March 20, 2003, the dayon which the Fianna Fáil andProgressive Democrat TDs inLeinster House voted to allowUS overflights by military air-craft on their way to Iraq andto continue to refuel these air-craft at Shannon Airport.Imagine my reactionwhen I heard the Tánaiste,Mary Harney, give this replywhen being interviewed onthe RTÉ radio lunchtime newsthat same day:�It is not for us to ques-tion whether it [the war] isright or wrong. We just haveto consider Ireland's nationalinterest; we have made apragmatic decision.:There was not one FF orPD member to take a princi-pled stand against the 26-County government's motionon that day. Not one of themwas prepared to cross thefloor and vote No in the causeof humanity or to upholdinternational law.In the House of Commonsat Westminster there were 139Labour backbenchers whotook a principled stand, alongwith one senior member,Robin Cook. They saved thesoul of the British LabourParty for another day.When it comes to thequestion of waging war orassisting others in waging it,the primary considerationmust be the moral one - is thiswar legal, properly autho-rised, just, moral? All otherconsiderations, like jobs andinvestment, must take secondplace, In this case, the life of apoor Iraqi child is just as valu-able as the life of a comfort-able Irish person, and vastlymore valuable than any per-son's job, promotion or pen-sion.War must be a last resortand most countries in the UNwere of the opinion that thatpoint had not been reached.There are other dictatorshipsin the world that the US andUK choose to ignore or evensustain. The injustices heapedon the Palestinian people overmore than half a century are atthe root of what happened onSeptember 11, 2001.We just do not know howmany of the FF or PD TDs areof the opinion that the war inIraq is right. If all of them dothink so, it is strange that notone of them has had thecourage to come clean anddeclare this openly. Many ofthem speak of making a�pragmatic� decision, or say�we had no option�.This word �pragmatic�was popularised by AlbertReynolds when he was get-ting ready to abandon ArticlesTwo and Three of the 1937Constitution. �Pragmatic�decisions are expedient deci-sions, made purely on the

basis of what is practicableand what might suit self-inter-est. They are not made on thebasis of principle. They mayof course sometimes be moraldecisions, but that is purely byaccident, since they were notmade on the basis of their eth-ical dimensions.This would not be some-thing new for Fianna Fáil.Their founding-father, Éamonde Valera, made a pragmaticdecision in 1926 when heabandoned the principle of thedemocratic authority of the32-County Republican Dáiland accepted partition and the26-County Dáil, and also theSix-County Stormont,instead. Some FF spokesper-sons now speak of being�pragmatic� as if it were avirtue; many of them may notunderstand the meaning of theword.Nevertheless, there was aresiduum of national princi-ples within the Fianna Fáilparty and certainly among itssupporters for many yearsafterwards. This lasted as longas the men and women of the1916-1921 period were stillalive. By the 1970s thisresiduum had begun to disap-pear fast, as Kevin Boland,former FF minister, explainedin the books he wrote in thesubject. We can safely con-clude, after the March 20vote, that there is scarcely any

principle whatever left ineither Fianna Fáil or theProgressive Democrats, prob-ably not one shred. They haveno bottom line whatever.Anything goes.Ethics, we are told, is thescience of the morality ofhuman conduct. It guidesindividuals as to whetherhuman acts or human conductare right or wrong. Wagingwar, which involves the delib-erate taking of human life,must surely come within thescope of the science of ethics.What human act can be moreserious than the taking ofanother person's life?The TDs trooped into thelobby to follow Bertie Ahernand Mary Harney in order toprovide logistical support tothe US and UK  side in thiswar. We have the word of sev-eral of them that this wasdone on a purely �pragmatic�basis.We now know the awfultruth, that matters of life anddeath were decided withoutany reference to a moraldimension. It is worse still. Ifthere is no moral criterion forthis most serious of issues,war, then we may reasonablyconclude that there is nomoral criterion for anything.Everything is now �pragmat-ic�. These people would noteven bother to stop and think.

At least Tony Blair states pub-licly that he believes that thiswar is justified. Many woulddisagree with him and say thathis conscience is erroneous.But our crowd here do not seeit as a matter of conscience atall. They take their cue froman intellectual buffoon likeGeorge W Bush.Bertie Ahern likes to beseen in such august company(I jest of course, dear reader),to rub shoulders with the bigboys, irrespective of whetherthe company is good or bad.And the TDs follow suit; theyall troop along to ensure theprovision of vital facilities atShannon for Bush's wareffort. They probably thoughtthey could keep their headsdown and it would all be overin a week. But they are in fora long hot summer, by allaccounts.How did we come to thistruly appalling state ofaffairs? How is it that thereare no principles any more, nointegrity or sense of honour,only unscrupulous expedien-cy? This amoral approach (notadmitting of moral distinctionor judgements) goes back towhat Vincent Twomey calls�the abandonment of non-negotiable principles� in pub-lic life. Human acts tend torepeat themselves and to formhabits. Habits coalesce into

what we call a person's char-acter. After decades of declinein standards in public life inIreland, we can now recognisesome of the characters whichhave emerged. We getglimpses of them in all of thenine different tribunals,which, at public expense, laybare the distinguishing fea-tures and attributes of manyprominent people in Irishpublic life today. We may yetinclude in this the behaviourof some gardaí, senior andjunior, in Co Donegal inrecent years.�A man is what his humanacts make him,� is an oldadage. Years of active mem-bership in certain politicalparties, with all the wheelingand dealing, have so warpedsome people's minds thatthere is only a bare thread ofintegrity left in their publiclives. Hopefully, they aremuch better in their privatelives. But as Vincent Twomeysays:�Personal faith and pub-lic responsibility cannot beseparated into two compart-ments, one private, one public. . . they may not consign theirconsciences to the bath-room.�It is relevant here toadvert to the attitude of IrishRepublicans to the use ofphysical force against Britishforces in Ireland. The right ofrecourse to arms against aninvader, the right of revoltagainst oppression is wellgrounded in both traditionalChristian teaching and moralphilosophy. Irish men andwomen have acted on thebasis of this right for over 800years. It is in the course ofexercising this right that IrishRepublicans must be mindfulto follow  a moral code ofbehaviour. The 1916Proclamation, for instance,warned of "cowardice, inhu-manity or rapine".Vincent Twomey's con-cluding sentences in his IrishTimes article are assuredlyapplicable to the conduct ofpublic affairs in Ireland today.I quote:�To act with courage andintegrity, which is what con-science is all about, as dis-tinct from raw unprincipledpragmatism and the unthink-ing following of the party line,will not make the task of indi-vidual politicians easier. Butit will make for a healthierdemocracy, restore confi-dence in politics and give anew sense of purpose to soci-ety. �The use of the partywhip to coerce politicians tovote against their consciencesis one of the worst features ofour modern democracy. It ispotentially totalitarian andmay well be unconstitutional.It is definitely immoral.�I have left the last word tohim. We need much moredebate on all of this, withoutfurther delay, so that we cantry, as a society, to extricateourselves from a moral vacu-um, which is the creation ofself-serving politicians.
� Seán Ó Brádaigh

No blood for oil . . . No blood for oil . . . No blood for oil . . . No bloodThe awful truth
I AM writing this article on day twelve of the warin Iraq. The best way to set forth what I want tosay is to write the piece in two parts. Part one Ishall call the preface, which will serve as a frameof reference for part two, where we shall be get-ting into a commentary on recent events.

� A child victim of US airstrikes in Basra, Iraq � �The life of a poor Iraqi child is justas valuable as the life of a comfortable Irish person, and vastly more valuable than anyperson�s job, promotion or pension.�



Republican Sinn Féinclaim three bars they tried tohire in recent weeks for aprisoners' welfare fundraiserinitially agreed but laterpulled out after coming underpressure, they claim, frompro-agreement republicans(sic).� Andersonstown News[Belfast] news report,February 1, 2003.Geraldine Taylor hascalled on ex-republican pris-oners to speak out against theban on prisoners' welfarefunctions.�Whatever members ofthe provisional movementthink of us, however muchthey disagree with our cur-rent stance, they shouldremember that many of themwere once political prisonersthemselves,� she said.� Andersonstown News.�We were even denied theuse of an ex-prisoners' club, aplace run by people who oncesuffered at the hands of theBritish prison regime them-selves.�� Andersonstown News.Unionists are calling forsome kind of big band ondecommissioning whichwould be filmed, but[Provisional] republicans(sic) are totally against theidea of cameras being allowedto show disarmament as itwould be tantamount to por-traying the [Provisional] IRAas surrendering.� William Graham,Political Correspondent, IrishNews, March 5, 2003.Speaking at the launch ofhis new book CriminalProcedure, Professor DermotWalsh, law Professor atLimerick University, saidthat � there has been a fun-damental shift in the lastdecade in the criminal justicesystem at the expense of thecitizen and in favour of thestate and the police. The shifthas been away from the dueprocess model �  wherebythe rights of the citizen areparamount � to a crime con-trol model in which the inter-ests of the State are para-mount.� Professor DermotWalsh, law Professor atLimerick University, IrishExaminer, March 8, 2003� an array of new lawsand regulations have beenintroduced without an oppor-tunity for reasoned publicdebate�increasingly, thegardaí and police throughoutEurope were being givenpowers that were not over-seen by democratic institu-tions, such as Parliament �The new powers have broad-ened out to include peace pro-testers, anti-globalisationprotestors, ethnic communi-ties and asylum seekers �these new powers can be usedto keep whole communitiesunder surveillance� Professor DermotWalsh.Giving a recent exampleProfessor Dermot Walshcited a secret direction givenby cabinet last April orderingphone companies to retainthe telephone call records ofIrish citizens for three years.� Irish Examiner, March8, 2003.Gardaí are interrogatingsuspects in corridors of policestations and in squad cars inorder to avoid having to elec-tronically record interviews,according to ProfessorDermot Walsh.� Irish Examiner, March8, 2003.

Mr Ruairí Ó Brádaigh,President of Republican SinnFéin, told reporters: �It wassaid five years ago when theStormont Agreement wassigned, militantRepublicanism was deadafter 200 years. This is onesuch event which shows thatmilitant Republicanism isalive.�� Irish Times, March 10,2003, news report of theRepublican Sinn Féin com-memoration at Ballyseedy, CoKerry where eight Republicanprisoners were tied to a mineand blown up by Free Stateforces in 1923.There was an alternativeto the Good Friday agree-ment, he [Ó Brádaigh]wished to tell the unionistpeople. The nationalist popu-lation was increasing and hisorganization did not want tosee the unionist people sufferthe same �humiliation� asnationalists had since 1922,he said.� Irish Times report fromBallyseedy, March 10, 2003.A solution existed withina four-province federalIreland as devised under theÉIRE NUA programme. In anine-county Ulster unionistswould still have a majoritywith the safeguards of democ-racy and devolution.� Irish Times report.Ballyseedy illustrated thedepths to which those whocompromised on the funda-mental principles of IrishRepublicanism were pre-pared to go in suppressing theideals they had once shared,Mr Des Dalton, Ard-Chomhairle member ofRepublican Sinn Féin, toldthe gathering.� Irish Times report.Yesterday, my officerscame under petrol bombattack when responding to ahoax bomb alert in Derry.� RUC/PSNI ChiefConstable Orde, Hearts andMinds, BBC1 TC, March 13,2003. He said he believed theContinuity IRA were responsi-ble. Then, there's the memo-rial in Belvedere Street [StJohn's] to five Irish soldiersof the Royal NewfoundlandRegiment who, in 1800, werehanged for mutiny: they hadrisen up in sympathy with thepeople of 1798.� Irish Times magazine,March 15, 2003, article onNewfoundland's Irishness byMary Russell.War figures, compiled byOlivia Doyle: 5,000, the num-ber of people whom SaddamHussein killed using gas inthe Kurdish town of Halabyain 1988.65, the number of UN res-olutions which Israel had vio-lated by 1992.30, the number of UN res-olutions on Israel whichAmerica vetoes between 1972and 1990.� Sunday Tribune,March 16, 2003.25,000,000,000 the cost,in dollars, of simply sendingtroops and equipment to thePersian Gulf to fight Iraq andreturning them home,according to the USCongressional Budget Office.� Sunday Tribune.The possibility becomesever more plausible that theProvisionals were neverauthentic bearers of thenationalist standard, butmerely provincial factionfighters with a parochialgrievance, elevated beyondtheir local merits by virtue ofbeing clothed in the drapes ofnationalist struggle and iden-tity.That local squabble hav-ing been addressed �howev-er imperfectly �[Provisional] Sinn Féin hastucked in its green shirt-tailsand set to �fumbling in thegreasy till�.� John Waters column,Irish Times, March 17. Nowthat they have settled for civil

rights under British rule, havethey not cast aside allRepublican credentials?Five years after the defus-ing of Articles 2  and 3 of the[1937] Constitution, there isnow no significant politicalentity on this island articulat-ing a consistent vision ofreunification and/or the real-ization of the Irish nation.� John Waters. He doesnot dare to mention the name ofRepublican Sinn Féin.Has Ireland become,after all, in the dark prophet-ic of Thomas Davis, no morethan a sand bank, "thrownup by some recent caprice ofearth", a land-locked spaceupon which people movewithout any particular claimsto a connection with oneanother?� John Waters on StPatrick's Day.Yet probably the biggestpublic relations mistake thatWashington and London wasto constantly change the offi-cial justification for the war.� Irish Times, March 18,2003, article by Jonathan Eyalof the Royal United ServicesInstitute in London.And, as internationalopposition grew, all the threearguments were suddenlyblended together: Saddam (1)had to be removed because(2) if he remained in power hewould develop terribleweapons, (3) as well asattacking future terrorists.� Irish Times, on devel-opments as the shifting groundsfailed in turn.As every first-year stu-dent of public relationsknows, the cardinal rule inany successful propagandacampaign is to decide on onesimple message, and to stickwith it all the way.This is precisely whatWashington did not do.� Irish Times.Austria, Finland andSweden have made it clearthat they regard militaryaction against Iraq without afresh UN resolution as illegaland that they will not helpWashington's war effort inany way.� Irish Times, March 19,2003, article by Denis Stauntonin Brussels.Austria's Chancellor, DrWolfgang Schussel, said yes-terday that a US-led attackon Iraq could not be regardedas an act of self-defence andwould be in breach of the UNCharter.� Irish Times.In the event of war,Austria would forbid thetransport of military equip-ment through its territoryand deny the US and its alliesover-fly rights through its airspace.�Irish Times.If military neutrality is tomean anything in these cir-cumstances, it should involverefusing the movement oftroops or munitions of waracross our territory, as otherEuropean neutrals havedone. The use of ShannonAirport should be refused.� Irish Times editorial,March 20, 2003.But if our political align-ments are greater than theavowed principle of neutrali-ty, perhaps this is the time toconfront and implement anew foreign policy.� Irish Times editorial. Isnot that what the LeinsterHouse politicians are doing bystealth?We are politically alignedtoWARDS the US and UK,neutral in the cop out sense,and demonstrably politicalpassengers in the first marchin international affairs of the21st century.� Irish Times editorial.Did not Jacques Delors speakof EU preparations for the�resource wars of the 21st cen-tury�?Without principle orprecedent to underpin ittherefore, the Cabinet's cal-

culation of Irish nationalinterests is thus exposed in itsmost raw state and under themost unflattering light ofpublic scrutiny.� Irish Times, March 20,2003, article by Dr Ben Tonraof UCD.To what extent do wewish to place principle, ethicsand neutrality at the centre ofour foreign policy and howfar do we want to prioritisetrade, investment and othertangible returns from such apolicy? How are we to strikesuch balances in the futureand how should such deci-sions be made?� Dr Ben Tonra.All that moral ambiguitywas well reflected in the rhet-oric we got from Fianna Fáiland the PDs in the [26-County] Dáil this week.Some of the arguments[from them], substituting anargument on behalf of nar-row economic interest for anymoral justification for war,were crass.� Harry McGee, specialcorrespondent, SundayTribune, March 23, 2003.Clifford McKeown mur-dered Michael McGoldrick toget the Orange Order downthe Garvaghy Road inPortadown. It was Sunday, 7July 1996 and Drumcree wasat its frenzied peak.� Susan McKay article,Sunday Tribune, March 23,2003.Billy �King Rat� Wrightdecided to use the traditionalloyalist means of exertingpolitical pressure. He orderedhis henchmen to 'get a taig'.McGoldrick was an easy tar-get. � Susan McKay, followingthe conviction of CliffordMcKeown for murder.Four hours after leavingHerald Square, the marcherswere still coming, filling 30city blocks in what mighthave been the largest anti-government march in thecity's history. Most dispersedat Washington Square; somedid not.� Pete Hamill column[New York], Daily News,March 23, 2003.Over and over again, invarious ways, the marchersmade clear that they opposedthe war but backed thetroops. SUPPORT OURSOLDIERS, one sign said,BRING THEM HOME. � Pete Hamill column.I talked to a man whoworks for the United Nationsand asked him if the UN wasnow finished. "No, it's justbeginning," he said. "Thisshows that the UN must beable to carry out the role thepeople who founded it wantedit to play."� Pete Hamill.
I received yesterday areport that the commander ofBritish troops who are invad-ing Iraq is General Sit MikeJackson. On January 30,1972, which in Derry becameknown as Bloody Sunday,Jackson was on the streets inthe unit of paratroopers thatcommitted the atrocities.Within hours of the mas-sacre that Sunday Jacksonput out a statement claimingthat the victims were on thewanted list and were carryingweapons.� Jimmy Breslin, famouscolumnist and friend of theKennedys, Newsday [NewYork], March 23, 2003.It's unlikely Bush's mot-ley coalition will be willing tostump up the cash.� The Guardian[London], March 24, 2003 onthe cost of the war in Iraq.But if this costly adven-ture turns out to be the firstof many, taxpayers couldrightly ask themselveswhether they would prefer tosend soldiers into Baghdad -or Pyongyang [North Korea]or Tehran [Iran] - or school-books into Birmingham.

� The Guardian.We have won the war. Nowlet us win the peace.� Joe Cahill at the ProvoArd-Fheis, RTÉ Radio One TV,March 29, 2003. His capacityfor self-deception is amazing!When Bush opened thisparticular Pandora's box, hedestroyed East-West unity, heall but destroyed the UnitedNations, he critically wound-ed the world economy, withall that means for ordinarypeople everywhere, and heprovoked the kind of protestsworldwide that gave succourto the Iraqi regime.What else will emergefrom this box before thisdreadful business is finished?� Sunday Tribune edito-rial, March 30, 2003.So can I envisage a futurewithout the IRA? The answeris obvious. The answer is yea.� Gerry Adams to his Ard-Fheis, as reported in theSunday Business Post, March30, 2003.Adams also foresaw theday when [Provisional] SinnFéin delegates would taketheir places on the North's[British] Policing Board, butadded: "Not yet".� Sunday Business Post,March 30, 2003.Channel 4 offers be farthe most coherent analysisand reportage of the war.Richard Downes of RTÉ isthe best reporter covering thewar. The Irish Times, mainlythrough Lara Marlowe andConor O'Clery, offers thebest Irish coverage; theGuardian the best interna-tional coverage. Apart fromal-Jazeera, that is.� Vincent Browne,Between the Lines column,Sunday Business Post, March30, 2003.Aside from the horriblebombardment of Baghdad,the most salient feature of thewar: distortion, disinforma-tion and downright lies thathave flowed from theAmerican and British.� Vincent Browne.The invasion of Iraq isencountering stiff resistancefrom its armed forces � andincreasingly from its people.They do not want to see con-trol of their homeland pass-ing from Iraqis to the UnitedStates and Britain and areprepared to fight to stop thathappening, even against hugemilitary offs and despite theirhatred for the SaddamHussein regime. This is theprincipal lesson to be drawnfrom the first stage of thewar.� Irish Times editorial,April 2, 2003.Last year the taxpayerfooted a bill of over E1millionin out-of-court settlementsinvolving members of theGardaí. Claims for assaultand wrongful arrest are com-mon, but no information isavailable to show whether ornot the same gardaí or eventhe same stations feature indifferent settlements.� Mairead Carey inMagill magazine, April, 2003.  
It is easy to abuse theweak. The people I representare more likely to be dispos-sessed, inarticulate or drugaddicts. There are never anywitnesses because what hap-pens takes place after thearrest. In court, you are facedwith a garda who is educatedand articulate. The naturalinstinct is to believe theguard.� Peter Mullen, Dublinsolicitor quoted in Magill mag-azine.I don't have a hugeamount of of confidence inthe Garda complaints proce-dure, nor do my clients.� Peter Mullen (who toldMairead Carey he rarely advis-es anyone to go to the GardaComplaints Board.)I get a substantial num-ber of complaints �Theproblem is that no one has

any way of verifying eachindividual case; they arealways inconclusive becauseit is the guarda's wordagainst the word of a youngperson who, more than likely,has a criminal record.� most of the guys heredon't complain anymorebecause they are afraid theywill get a wore hiding the nexttim � I believe there is sub-stance to most of the com-plaints I hear ... there are somany complaints coming in,from so many young people,many of whom have no con-tact with one another, that itis impossible to believe thatthey are all inventing storieswith a view to blackening thename of the gardaí. � Fr Peter McVerry (whoruns a hostel for the homelesson Whitworth Road) quoted inMagill.The same stations comeup repeatedly, he [FrMcVerry] says listing offStore Street, FitzgibbonStreet and the Bridewell[Dublin North Central divi-sion]. They also featureprominently in the annualreports of the GardaComplaints Board. Less thanone per cent of all complaintsto the board, according to itslatest report resulted in acriminal prosecution; in2001, the latest year forwhich figures are available,there were 143 complaintsagainst the Dublin NorthCentral Division; in 2001almost 200 complaints werepassed on to the DPP butbecause of delays in process-ing the complaints the vastmajority were never acted on.� Mairead Carey.The bill was passed withvirtually no debate inCongress and was not madepublic until after it was enact-ed. A congressman fromTexas, Ron Paul, told theWashington Times that mem-bers of Congress were notallowed to read the Act beforethey voted it through. Theywere threatened that, if theyopposed it, they would beheld to blame in the media forany subsequent terroristatrocity.� John O'LoughlinKennedy writing in Magill onthe USA PATRIOT Act thatpassed into law on 26 October2001 in the aftermath of theSeptember 11 attacks.America has an excellentconstitution . . . It is the coun-try's greatest asset . . . ThePatriot Act undermines thatconstitution and attacks thewell defined balance of rightsand wrong . . . The constitu-tion is now being used tooppress rather than vindicatethe rights of the citizen.� John O'LoughlinKennedy.     Secret searches andseizures (including seizure ofpersons) are authorised . . .Spying powers that were onceonly used to track the activi-ties of foreign states may nowbe used on citizens and resi-dents; government agents cango to the library and checkwhat people have been read-ing � and it is an offence forthe librarian to reveal thatthis has taken place �Federal agents are entitled toobtain all manner of privateinformation from public andprivate sources� � John O'LoughlinKennedy.     The failure to stop the9/11 attacks was not rooted ina failure to gather informa-tion but a failure by the FBIto take appropriate actionwhen it was alerted to the factthat a number of MiddleEastern people linked to AlQaeda were taking flighttraining in the US. Despiteearlier evidence that terror-ists had made plans to usecommercial airlines as mis-siles, incredibly, nothing wasdone in response to this alert.� John O'LoughlinKennedy.  
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AnneDevlin �Woman ofExtra-OrdinaryCourageA chara,In the midst of all the lec-tures, books etc on RobertEmmet and Thomas Russellin this, the bicentenary yearof the 1803 Rising, let us notforget Anne Devlin.Anne Devlin was awoman of extraordinarycourage who sufferedunspeakable horrors for herloyalty to Ireland. Indeed herwhole family suffered fortheir loyalty. Many of heraunts, uncles and cousins,both on her mothers andfathers side, were involved inthe 1798 Rebellion and againin the 1903 Rebellion. In theaftermath of the 1798Rebellion Anne's father,Brian, was arrested and spenttwo and a half years inWicklow Jail where Annevisited him every week. TheDevlin family were living inWicklow at the time but afterBrian�s acquittal they movedto Rathfarnham where theywent into the dairy business. Robert Emmet needed atrusted woman in the househe rented in Rathfarnham togive the semblance of 'nor-mality' to the house and whobetter than the cousin of histrusted comrade MichaelDwyer. Though she was notparty to the planning of theRising, Ann met many of theleaders involved includingJames and Rose Hope,Thomas Russell (who main-tained that the rich alwaysbetray the poor) and others.Anne and Rose were often theones who packed up theammunition for transport.She was completely trustedby Emmet and his faith in herwas not misplaced � as washis trust in others who laterbetrayed him.  After the Rising wasaborted Anne was not verypleased with Emmet when hereturned to Rathfarnhamwithout many of his trustedcomrades and told him so.Emmet and many of his com-rades retreated to the moun-tains but Anne stayed inButterfield Lane with heryoungest sister for company.The house was raided andbecause Ann refused todivulge the whereabouts ofEmmet, was prodded withbayonets until she was bleed-ing profusely. A rope wasthen tied around her neck andtied to the shafts of a cart.When she still refused tospeak the shaft were liftedand Ann suspended in mid-airuntil she passed out. The Yeomen finally lefther lying on the ground but afew days later the whole fam-ily were arrested and fromthen on were treated with bru-tality. They were movedbetween the old and newwings in Kilmainham andDublin Castle on severaloccasions. Ann was singledout for particular brutality asthe authorities knew shecould give them informationabout Emmet and the otherleaders. Indeed Emmet asked Annto tell the authorities all she

knew about him (and himonly) and therefore save her-self and her family. But sherefused and she and her fami-ly paid a terrible price. Heryoung brother (nine yearsold) died in prison and herfamily suffered ill-health forthe rest of their lives.Interrogation was constantand with the lack of fresh airand exercise and the poor dietAnn's health deteriorated. Atthe time when the prisonerswere released under amnestythe authorities moved Annback to Dublin castle fromKilmainham so she did notcome under the releases. Inthe castle she was kept in abroom cupboard with no win-dow, no ventilation and withonly enough room to liedown, She was kept in thoseconditions for over fourmonths. Conditions were soawful for her that the wife ofthe head jailer Mrs O�Hanlonpetitioned the Chief Secretaryto look into the case. He final-ly released Anne in 1806. Bythat time Anne could hardlywalk, she was on crutches. Anne�s health didimprove to a certain extentand she worked as a laun-dress. She  married a WilliamCampbell in 1811 and hadthree children but towards theend of her life (her husbanddied in 1845) Ann lived inabject poverty. According tolatest information fromGlasnevin given to theRathfarnham HistoricalGroup, Anne was re-buriedwith her husband through thegood services of Dr Maddenand is not in a pauper�s graveas was previously thought.MÁIRÉAD NÍCHAOIMHPROCumann na mBanAssistanceForResearchProjectA charaI am writing to you in ref-erence to a research project Iam conducting. I am workingtowards a PhD inContemporary Irish Historyat Trinity College and am agraduate of New YorkUniversity.My research project cov-ers women's roles in radicaland civic agitation from 1956to the mid-1970s. I am look-ing at socialists, civil rightsworkers and Republicans.There has been no compre-hensive study regardingwomen's roles in these move-ments during this periodthroughout Ireland. Utilisingdocumentary research andinterviews I will elucidatethis largely-ignored subject inan academic work, which Iseek to publish upon comple-tion. All help will be appro-priately acknowledged.I wish to emphasise that Ihope to hear from wives, sis-ters and mothers whoremained on the periphery butwho could shed light on theevents in this period as wellas from men and women inthe front lines of agitation. Iwould be grateful if youwould publish my appeal. TARA R KEENAN MACentre for ContemporaryIrish HistoryDepartment of ModernHistory, Trinity CollegeDublin 2keenant@tcd.ie

Take CourageFrom theIrishStruggleA charaAs we watch the imperi-alist war machine attack thesovereign nation of Iraq,other nations and peopleshould beware, a new worldorder of totalitarian rule isborn. But other nations andpeople should take courageand heart from the example ofthe Republican struggle, ablueprint for those who wishto oppose oppression andaggression from those withmilitary might.This example of eighthundred years of fightingoppression, imposed rule,injustice, attempts to eradi-cate a people, their languageand way of life. Yet the patri-ot men and women remainunbeaten, unbowed and con-tinue to defend the nation'sintegrity, sovereign territoryand the people's pride andesteem. SÉAMUS WALSHLondonAdmit It!A charaIn 1926 Fianna Fáil wasfounded.In 1927 they enteredLeinster House.In 1929 Éamon de Valera,the Fianna Fáil leader, said:"We are in this House now,but the people outside theHouse can claim continuitywith the past."At least Fianna Fáiladmitted this.Would Gerry Adams andthe Provisional admit thesame now?BRENDAN TOBINCo Wexford

StormontAgreementNotDemocraticA charaI am one of those whofind talk of the �peaceprocess� irritating. With con-tinues attacks on Catholics(yes Catholics) and infightingamong loyalist groups, whatpeace are we talking about?Equally irritating is thereference to �the two govern-ments�. There is only onegovernment with real clout inthe affairs of the Six CountyStatelet and that is the one inLondain. And is this cloutever used against the union-ists? But of course it is nice ofTony to tell �our Bertie� a lit-tle now and again. But is hisadvice ever sought when itcomes to suspending theAssembly?The real problem comesfrom trying to treat the SixCounties as a normal entity; anormal place like otherStates. It isn't and I think thebackground to this is fairlywell documented.The so-called GoodFriday Agreement (10úAibreán 1998) is not demo-cratic. Forced power-sharingcannot be democratic. If theSix Counties was a normaldemocracy then there wouldbe majority rule. In whichcase Ian Paisley would becorrect and we would haveunionist rule. But we knowthat the Six-County enclavewas created for this purpose.Something concerningthe Assembly and the power-sharing Executive; it is a non-sense and make-believe. Ifthe Six Counties was a nor-mal place (state, country,province, call it what youwill) then David Trimblewould have no problem withBairbre de Brún or MartinMcGuinness in his cabinet. If

he didn't like them then hecould sack them and replacethem with someone more tohis liking.Equally the Secretary ofState (the Queen?) wouldhave no problem with thesame David and his habit ofthreatening to resign. Hecould resign anytime hewised and the leader of thenext largest party would be

asked to try to form a newgovernment.But no; normality doesnot reign in the Six North-eastern Counties of Ulaidh.But the façade of power-shar-ing is maintained. A sort ofpositive discrimination mardhea. And overshadowing itall is the power of theSecretary of State to suspendthe Executive and  Assemblywhen he thinks the unionistsmight tip their hand andreveal the real nature of theAssembly, �look, theEmperor has no clothes�.But to be fair theAssembly has had a measureof success. It has got theProvisionals on board to helpkeep the Six Counties as apart of the �UnitedKingdom�. The hope ofachieving a United Irelandfrom it is vain. I would hopeotherwise but recent historyteaches.PÁDRAIG UA COR-BAIDHCo an ChabháinTheWrongRoadA charaAt a Provisional SinnFéin meeting in the FarnhamArms, Cavan on February 20,those present were called

upon to do all in their powerto speed up the implementa-tion of the �Good FridayAgreement�.The principal speaker,Michelle Gildernew, said itwas the only show in town, avehicle to a united Ireland. These words sound likehistory repeating itself.Eighty-one years ago the Irishpeople were told by politi-cians and clerics that theTreaty was a stepping-stoneto freedom.Instead it turned out to bea springboard for the rene-gade Irishmen to imprison,torture and murderRepublicans. I mention but afew. The Ballyseedy Martyrs,Rory, Liam, Dick and Joewho were executed onDecember 8, 1922. Not for-getting the brave men of theforties, Kerins, O'Neill,George Plant, the Protestantpatriot from Tipperary, ManNeela, Darcy and all the oth-ers who were done to deathby the Free Staters.I say to Ms Gildernewand her comrades, you haveleft the straight and narrowpath, your vehicle is on thewrong road.PEADAR A MacSAMHRÁINCo an ChabháinProvosToJoinBritishPoliceA charaLast weekend we heardJoe Cahill claim the IRA hadwon the war.I would remind Joe Cahilland his fellow republicans(sic) of something MargaretThatcher said:�The real test of politicalvictory is the ability tochange the mind of the otherparty.�What we have witnessedis not a victory for the IRAbut a victory for constitution-alism and politics of the typepractised by the SDLP for 30years. The SDLP can claimvictory over the IRA and[Provisional] Sinn Féinbecause [Provisional] SinnFéin have been forced tochange their politics and haveabandoned every core ofRepublican principle.Remember the armaliteand the ballot box; takingseats in Leinster House; noreturn to Stormont; disbandthe RUC; not a bullet, not anounce; and the latest U-turn,support for the Euro? Watchthis space for the next U-turn:the Provos joining thePolicing Board.YOUNG NATIONALIST Belfast

12 Saoirse-Irish Freedom � Aibreán/April 2003

Letters to the Editor should be as short as possible and written or typed in double-spacing on one side of the page. Name and address must be included, but on request will not be published.Letters printed do not necessarilyreflect the views and opinions ofSAOIRSE.Postal address: 223 Parnell Street, Dublin 1. Letters may also be faxedto Dublin 872 9757 or by  e-mail to saoirse@iol.ie 

� The Provisionals will shortly join the British Policing Board (above) for theRUC/PSNI (see letter below).
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Mick joined the IrishRepublican Movement in1931. The CosgroveCoercion Act was rampant atthe time and several wereimprisoned in Arbour HillMilitary Prison, Dublin.Mick was arrested inNovember 1935 andappeared before a MilitaryTribunal in Collins Barracks,Dublin charged with allegedIRA activities and was sen-tenced to three years impris-onment in Arbour Hill. TheRepublican prisoners weremoved from Arbour Hill inApril 1936 to the GlasshouseMilitary Prison at theCurragh Camp. The reasonfor the shift was to makeroom for a Republicanround-up in Munsterbecause of the shooting deadof "Somerville" in west Corkand "Egan" in Dungarvan inApril 1936. Amongst thosearrested at the time in Corkwere Tomás Mac Curtáin,son of the Lord Mayor mur-dered in 1920 and SeánMacSwiney, brother ofTerence MacSwiney, formerLord Mayor of Cork whodied on hunger strike inBrixton Prison in 1920, andseveral other veterans of theWar of Independence.They were released at

Christmas 1937 and hereturned to Cork where heresumed his position in theMovement and was involvedin the organising that wenton through 1938 and into1939.On the outbreak ofWorld War II in September1939 Mick was amongstthose rounded up by the FreeState government onSeptember 15, 1939 andinterned in Arbour Hill. InDecember 1939 SéamusBurke, Con Lehane,Solicitor and Seán MacBridebrought a Habeas Corpusagainst the government andall prisoners were releasedon December 8, 1939.However, after theshooting dead of DetectiveJohn Roche, who wasattempting to arrest TomásMac Curtáin in PatrickStreet, Cork on January 3,1940 all well-knownRepublicans in Cork city andsurrounds were rounded up,including Tomás MacCurtáin, and held inMountjoy Prison, Dublinand then brought before theMilitary Tribunal, CollinsBarracks and sentenced tofour months imprisonmentin Arbour Hill for member-ship of the IRA. 

Mac Curtáin was triedfor murder, convicted andsentenced to death but wasreprieved a few hours beforehis execution.In June 1940 there was a

big round up of Republicansfrom all over Ireland. UntilNo. 2 Internment Camp wasbuilt a number of Cork menwere held in the old Cork jailand an attempt was made bysome of their comrades torescue them by digging atunnel from the outside.They were fired on by theSpecial Branch and one man,John J Kavanagh, was shotdead and Roger Ryan wasbadly wounded.On his release in April1940, Mick was arrested out-side Arbour Hill and taken tothe Glasshouse in theCurragh to be interned. The

prisoners there were shiftedfrom the Glasshouse in May1940 to No 1 InternmentCamp, Tintown, theCurragh. On December 12,1940, as a protest over a cutin rations, a number of hutswere burnt, and the prisonerswere all hoarded into a smallnumber of interment cells,without bedding, like a lot ofcattle. A few mornings after thefire, while walking to thedining hall, the Free Statearmy, all military policeunder an officer, opened foreon the prisoners, killingBarney Casey fromLongford and woundingWalter Mitchell fromWestmeath, who was walk-ing next to Mick, in the foot.No inquest was allowed onthe death of Barney Casey. At one particular time,there were hundreds of peo-ple from all over Irelandinterned in the Curragh.Mick was held until May1944 and he returned toCork on his release. Two ofhis brothers, John and Eddie,were interned in the Curraghfor periods during this time.  
Because of so many ofits members being internedand WWII, the Movementneeded rebuilding and afterthe cessation of the worldwar Mick and his comradesset about the dual tasks ofworking for the release ofthe Republican prisoners(including Tomás Mac

Curtáin) from Portlaoise Jailand various British prisonsand of reorganisation. Afterthe forming of the Coalitiongovernment under John ACostello and Seán MacBride in 1948, theRepublican prisoners inPortlaoise jail were released.Corkmen were alsoinvolved in the FiftiesCampaign in the SixCounties and spent longterms of imprisonment inCrumlin Road jail.In 1958 a Six Countiesman coming from the USinto Cork Harbour wasfound to have firearms in hispossession and he also hadMick's name and address onhim. Mick got word that theSpecial Branch were lookingfor him and went on the run.He was eventually arrested

in Dublin in October 1958with Jimmy Graham ofDublin. He was sent to theCurragh Internment Campwhere Tomás Mac Curtáinwas the OC of the Internees.Conditions at this time werea bit better than they hadbeen in the Forties. When hisfather died in December1958 he received seven daysparole and he was releasedin May 1959 with most ofthe internees.Mick was predeceasedby his wife Mary. They hadtwo sons, Tomás andMicheál and seven grand-children, four girls and threeboys.SAOIRSE extendsdeepest sympathy to Mick'sfamily, comrades andfriends. I measc Laochra nagGaol go raibh sé.

Mick McCarthyREPUBLICANS in Cork and throughoutIreland were saddened to hear of the recentdeath of Mick McCarthy after a long illness.

Cathal HollandCATHAL Holland, who has died, was a nativeof Belfast and a lifelong Irish Republican. Hewas active in the Republican Movement and inConradh na Gaeilge in Belfast in the 1930s and1940s and mastered the Irish language.He was interned in the Curragh during World War II andlived and worked in Dublin as a photographer afterwards,along with his wife Máire, who predeceased him.The officiating priest at his funeral in St. Dominic'sChurch, Dominic Street on April 7 told the congregation ofmourners that Cathal was a graduate of Ollscoil an Churraigh,that great institution called the Curragh University.Cathal's son Míchéal spoke after the Mass as well as hisold friend and comrade Éamon Ó Cianán of Belfast.Déanamid Comhbhrón le clann Chathail. Suaimhneas sío-raí go raibh aige.

� Mick McCarthy

A LARGE crowd gath-ered in the RepublicanGarden of Remem-brance in Wexfordtown on SundayMarch 16 to commem-orate the 80thAnniversary of theexecution by FreeState firing squad ofJames Parle, JohnCreane and PatrickHogan on March 13,1923.The ceremony waschaired by veteran WexfordRepublican Séamus MacSuain, who in his openingaddress, expressed his greatsatisfaction that so many peo-ple had turned out to mark theeightieth anniversary of thekilling of these three youngmen. He went on to stress thatit was because they hadrefused to deviate fromRepublican principles theirlives were so cruelly cutshort.Wreaths were laid onbehalf of the RepublicanMovement, Republican Sinn

Féin and the WexfordCommemoration Committee.Paddy Hogan, a nephew ofPatrick Hogan, laid a wreathat the wall of Wexford jail,where the executions tookplace, on behalf of the fami-lies of the three men many of

whom were present.The main oration wasdelivered by SeánMcGoldrick from RepublicanSinn Féin. In his address heoutlined the historical contextof the period and went on toexplain the task that commit-
ted Republicans are facedwith in the current situation. The ceremony concludedwith a minutes' silence and

t h e

lowering of flags by theGuard of Honour.

Parle, Crean and Hogan Commemoration

� Seán McGoldrick speaking at the Parle, Crean, Hogan commemoration in Wexford.

� Republican colour party.

Speaking on March 13he said: �Despite being ignoredby the mass media the peopleat Peerless continued theirstruggle in the face of enor-mous odds, and in doing soproved to be an inspirationfor other workers in similarcircumstances. Indeed it is

safe to say that by theiraction they highlighted theinadequacy of theRedundancy Payments Acts'putting it at the top of thepolitical agenda, culminatingin the national march held inDublin in October of lastyear which has resulted in aseries of proposed amend-

ments which would providefor enhanced redundancyterms of two weeks pay peryear of service regardless ofage, with the bonus weekretained in the calculation ofpayments. 
�Whilst there may be dis-appointment amongst theworkers at the scale of thesettlement it does not takefrom the tenacity andcourage which they dis-played in vindication of theirrights,� Des Dalton said. 

RSF applauds Peerless Rugs workers
REPUBLICAN Sinn Féin Assistant PRO, Des Daltonhas applauded what he describes as the "courage andtenacity" of the 'Peerless' workers in Athy, CoKildare, who ended a 20 month sit-in at their factoryin pursuit of a fair redundancy package.

Farmers� concern over EU moveTHE age-old tradition of turf cutting in North Kerry is now under threat from face-less bureaucrats in Brussels, the local branch of Republican Sinn Féin claimed onMarch 28.
Republican Sinn Féin spokesperson John O'Shea from Ballylongford said that many farmers inthe area are fearful of new proposals from the Department of the Environment for the creation ofSpecial Protection Areas. �The directive for these special areas is coming from the powers that be in the EU,� he said.�Seemingly they are now concerned about the hen harrier and it must be protected. �However the way of going about it has disturbed many local farmers and now there are fearsthat even cutting turf could be affected if these Special Protection Areas are introduced. �While no one wants to endanger any wildlife, there must be a degree of realism brought intothe debate. Local families have cut turf for generations and they must be allowed to continue to doso. �Many local farmers and families depend on turf cutting for fuel during the winter - to curb thistraditional activity is tantamount to an attack on the rural way of life. �We are now calling on the local politicians to ascertain exactly how these proposed SpecialProtection Areas will impact on the lives of local people.�



�THE periodof retrench-ment is over.We can nowlook andplan aheadin confi-dence, andwe pledgeourselves toengage theenemy at the earliest possibleopportunity. May God grant thatthat day be not long delayed.|This was the wording of the lastparagraph of the Easter Statementfrom the Army Council of the IRAin 1953.Its meaning for the future was not lost onthe thousands who heard it read at 1916Commemoration ceremonies in every countyin Ireland, in England and Scotland, in theUnited States, Canada, South Africa andAustralia.The period of restructuring and prepara-tion was past. The IRA was going on theoffensive! That was the full message on April5, 1953.The full statement read: �To the loyal citi-zens of the Irish Republic, the Army Councilof Óglaigh na h-Éireann sends greetings, andreaffirms the allegiance of the Army of theRepublic to the principles enshrined in theProclamation of 1916.�It has long been customary in this annualstatement to review the progress made by theArmy towards achieving the complete inde-pendence and sovereignty of our country. Inrecent years the progress annually reportedhas not been very considerable. There havebeen substantial reasons for this.�During the late World War due to the trai-torous campaign of Quisling Irishmen, theRepublican Army sustained grievous injuries.�That it is not now defunct is a tribute tothe unswerving loyalty of the few who setthemselves the task of nursing it back to life,and to the unquenchable spirit of many ofthose who were newly recruited to its ranks.�Since 1945, a tireless, ceaseless efforthas been in progress, to draw the threads ofthe organisation that recognized the necessityfor physical force and was willing to fight, butan Army that would be able to conduct a pro-tracted campaign against a formidable enemy.�This was no easy task � no job for theeasily discouraged. It was a slow tortuousoperation, with nothing of the spectacularabout it. The difficulties met with were legionand such as would daunt all but the most con-fident of ultimate success. That this confi-dence was not misplaced we are proud toannounce today.�No longer is a struggle necessary toensure the very existence of an army pledgedto liberation. Such an army is now an accom-plished fact � as yet maybe not quite asnumerically strong or as well equipped as allwould wish it to be, but still a highly efficientwell-equipped Unit that will more than holdits own in the impending and long-overduestruggle against the British Army ofOccupation in Ireland.�The statement concluded with the sen-tences quoted at the beginning of this article.The Army was now ready to take the offen-sive.At Easter 1953, huge posters calling forrecruits to the Free State Army were on dis-play throughout the 26 Counties. Theseappeared on advertising hoardings, put thereby professional companies to which the pos-tering had been contracted out.Under the heading �Guard YourHeritage�, the advertisement from the 26County Department of Defence announced:�Among the free nations of the world, ours isone of the few . . . the young man who joinsthe Defence Forces . . . is following in thefootsteps of generations of Irish Soldiers whofought to achieve the freedom he now enjoys.The goal for which they struggled is now theheritage he is proud to guard.�A series of graphics on the posters thenshowed Irish soldiers from Eoghan Rua ÓNéill's time to Patrick Sarsfield, a 1798 Pikeman, Emmet's Rising, 1848, the Fenians and

an Irish Volunteer of 1916. It ended �Keep Upthe Tradition � join the Defence Forces�.However the IRA responded throughoutthe 26-County State. In each place where theposter was displayed the words �DefenceForces� were blotted out, covered over by aslip, which fitted neatly in the same typesetand red colour, and said �IRA"� in very largeletters.The poster then read: �Keep up theTradition � Join the IRA�. It seemed not tohave been interfered with at all. On a singlenight all the posters in the 26 Counties werealtered. So good was the alteration that insome areas the difference was not noticed fordays.
PROPAGANDA COUPThere were no incidents and no one wasmade amenable. People enjoyed the stunt andthe feedback to the Movement was to theeffect that it was appropriate � and carriedout very efficiently �  a propaganda coupwhich also recruited publicly for theRepublican Army.No poster on these lines has ever beenproduced by the 26-County State since!During April the Ulster poetess AliceMilligan from Omagh, Co. Tyrone died at theadvanced age of 87. Born in 1866 into a pro-British family, she espoused the Cause ofIreland at an early age. With Ethna Carbery,later wife of Séamus McManus, she wasfounder-editor of The Shan Van Vocht (Sean-Bhean Bhocht = Poor Old Woman = Ireland),a separatist periodical in 1896. three yearslater it was absorbed into Arthur Griffith'sUnited Irishman.But the two gifted Northern women hadheld the fort during a low period in nationalaffairs. Alice Milligan, an Ulster Protestant,was also author of a Life of Wolfe Tone (1898),The Last of the Fianna (play 1900) Hero Lays(poetry 1908) and The Daughter of Donagh(play 1920).Margaret Buckley who had been Presidentof Sinn Féin between 1937-1950 wrote anappreciation of Alice Milligan in the May1953 edition of An t-ÉireannachAontaithe/The United Irishman:�I, a woman of the South, would like tolay a wreath of appreciation and affection atthe feet of a patriot woman of the North, myold friend and comrade in Ireland's cause �Alice Milligan.�I first met her in the Cork Celtic LiterarySociety and our friendship, like ourRepublican ideals, stood the test of time. Shetook a keen interest in our newly-formed CorkNational Theatre Society, her red head, brightlittle face and clipped speech put courage andconfidence into us and sustained our efforts.�She came specially in 1905 to producefor us The Last Irish King, which was attend-ed by the author - O'Neill Russell - who wasloud in praise of the production and perform-ance. We were a group of young people withno experience and no funds for costumes,scenery, etc.�Alice supplied both and dressed kings,queens and courtiers royally, out of old cur-tains, remnants of cloth, etc. She was a perfectwizard in the effects she conjured up out ofnothing.�She, Miss O'Leary, myself and another,on a side-car were in the long procession toCork station to meet O'Donovan Rossa on hisreturn from exile. The fourth lady was not aRepublican and was not happy in the midst oftar barrels and bands.�She burbled about the FrenchRevolution, to the great amusement of Alicewho chuckled and nudged me at every freshremark.�When I came to live in Dublin, she con-tinued to visit me. She used to stay with MrsÉamon Ceannt, and incidentally she it waswho introduced me to that fine Republicanfamily.�She has now joined her patriot friendswho have gone before; her poetic soul is ingood company and 'she shall be rememberedfor ever'.I feel like one who treads aloneSome banquet hall deserted Where lights are fled, and garlands deadAnd all but he departed. � MB�Readers and students of patriotic versewill remember Alice Milligan's lines on Brian

Boru Brian of Banba, all alone, up from thedesert places, her When I Was a Little Girl(When the Fenians come I'll rise and go after);Owen who Died - a '67 man. (You have heardo' Hawk o' the Hilltop, if you have not seen) ;To Blessed Joan of France written in 1909 atthe time of Joan of Arc's beatification(Blessed Joan of France! Pray now today, Forour deliverance); The Man on the Wheel inpraise of the cycling Irish teachers of the earlyGaelic League  (a man goes by on a wheelwith the rain on his face).An t-Éireannach Aontaithe/The UnitedIrishman in its February edition fifty yearsago carried an item which is very topicaltoday. In a panel on page six between heavyblack lines it said in large bold type:�This Land will be Neutral in any War. Wehave no enemy but England. People ofIreland, beware lest you be led to fightEngland's battle by the intrigues of LeinsterHouse or Stormont. English troops are stilloccupying Ireland. There is our task. Let usface up to it now.�
ENGLISH ESTABLISHMENTCONCERNEDThat there was concern among the EnglishEstablishment at the prospect of protestsagainst the coronation of Elizabeth II as�Queen of Northern Ireland� is evident froman article from the Irish Press of January 12,1953 quoted in the March edition of theRepublican organ. It was headed �Panic inAdvance�.It was written by Terry Ward of Derry whofor some years in the early and mid-1930s wasassistant editor and later deputy editor of AnPhoblacht (1925-37).This Republican weekly was forced tocease publication for a period in 1935 due torepeated seizure by the Free State of the entirequantity of printed newspapers. There was nocompensation and the printer had to be paid.Terry Ward and Liam McGabhann had to goto conventional journalism to earn a living.Terry Ward wrote in 1953: �A (British)Labour Sunday paper suggests that messageshave passed between Scotland Yard and SirRichard Pim, Inspector-General (head) of theRoyal Ulster Constabulary, outlining rigidprecautions to be taken during QueenElizabeth's visit to Belfast and the SixCounties after her coronation.�It is possible that Mr Churchill (thenBritish Prime Minister), on his mission to theUnited States, has been a little unnerved bythe attention of the Irish Minute Men's patrols.But it is a fact that it would not be Stormontand the RUC if it were not to have some littlepanic in advance.�So we are told �One step contemplatedby the Ulster (sic) Government is the takinginto protective custody of all known membersof the Irish Republican Army in Ulster, or oth-ers who may attempt to cross from the IrishRepublic about the time of the Queen's visit.��From this foreshadowing of events itwould seem that the orgy of political arrestsand internments, that for very shame was halt-ed in the Six Counties when they wereexposed to the tribunal of the world, is aboutto break out again.�Herbert Morrison (of the British LabourParty) has had to protest at the manner in

which the Queen's portrait is being displayedin the partisan literature of the Tory Party.�Local councils in the 26 Counties protest-ed against any participation by representativesof the 26-County State in the coronation cere-monies. A more robust protest in Scotland wasreported by the Irish Independent on March23. Some Scots evidently objected to herbeing crowned �Queen of Great Britain�(including Scotland).Entitled �Bomb Explosion in GlasgowShop�, the report read: �McGavigan's Ltd.,stationers, Royal Exchange Square, Glasgow,who had been warned in an anonymous mes-sage to remove E II R (Elizabeth II Regina)displays, had their main display windowwrecked by a home-made bomb.�Mr Cosgrave, the shop manager, said thefirm had none of the signs displayed to thestreet, although they had plenty in their stockrooms.�The Leinster Leader of March 14 report-ed: �When at Naas (Co Kildare) Council a res-olution from Sinn Féin was read calling on allcollectively and individually to protest againstany suggestion of participation in the corona-tion ceremony and describing it as an effron-tery for the Queen to proclaim herself Queenof Northern Ireland, Mr O'Donoghue  pro-posed that they adopt the resolution.�He added that the idea was to give thepuppet government in the North a breathingspace in order to consolidate their gains. �Wedon't want any Queen Lizzie or QueenMargaret,� added O'Donoghue.�Mr T Dowling seconded the adoption ofthe resolution.�Wim Daly � So far as I am concernedthis is a Thirty-two County Republic, and thatis all that counts.�Mr Dowling � It was an unnecessaryand gratuitous affront to our people here,probably sponsored by Mr Churchill.�The resolution was adopted unanimous-ly.� The Evening Herald of March 19 reportedunder the heading �The Blame for theBorder�; �Should the present Queen ofEngland be blamed for the Border?�This question was posed at a meeting atLoughrea (Co Galway) Town Commissionerswhen a circular from Sinn Féin was read,which called on all public bodies to aid inmaking the country's protest effective againstany participation by �Free State� representa-tives in the coming coronation ceremonies.�Mr M O' Regan, presiding, said he was inthorough agreement with the circular and pro-posed that the Board strongly denounce anymove by Irish representatives to assist at thecoronation.�The Queen had the effrontery to proclaimherself Queen of Northern Ireland which wasan insult to Ireland.�Mr O'Shea, seconding, said it was abouttime for the Queen to do something about theBorder.�Mr J Devine � Put the blame for theBorder where it should be put � on the shoul-ders of those who signed the Treaty. Put theblame to on Mr Warnock and Mr Churchill,and on Mr de Valera who, while he was inopposition toured England, Ireland, Scotlandand the United States, talking about the injus-tice of the Border, but has not spoken about itsince his return to power (1951).�The Queen, he continued, had shownherself to be a young lady of humility and dig-nity, when she visited Rome during the HolyYear.�It is ridiculous to be trying to put theblame for the Border on one who was not alivewhen the Border was set up,� Mr Devineadded.�The circular was adopted.�Opposition to the coronation of ElizabethII as �Queen of Northern Ireland� was build-ing up in a manner which was not seen whenGeorge VI was crowned �King of Ireland� in1937. It continued to build as shall be seen.
(More next month. Refs. An t-ÉireannachAontaithe/The United Irishman, February,March and April 1953; We Sang for Ireland -Poems of Ethna Carbery, Séamus Mac Manus,Alice Milligan, published by MH Gill and SonLtd, Dublin 1950; The Evening Herald, March19, 1953; The Leinster Leader, March 14,1953; The Irish Press, January 12, 1953 andIrish Independent, March 23, 1953.
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50Years Ago

�RETRENCHMENT OVER: ENGAGETHE ENEMY� � IRA

� Alice Milligan



THE lack of a final initiative ondefining terrorism has distort-ed the international arenawhere there are terrorists and free-dom fighters. Independent scholarswith input from all sources shouldwork out an appropriate set ofparameters to define terrorism. Theproblem of definition is a criticalelement in an attempt to coordinateinternational collaboration premisedon currently accepted rules of tradi-tional warfare.There is a boundary between ter-rorism and other forms of politicalviolence and there is the distinctionbetween government terrorism andthat of resistance groups. Terror isusually seen through the context ofcriminality as compared to the guer-rilla warfare utilized by freedomfighters.A categorization of activityshould not confuse revolutionaryviolence with terrorism. There areoperations that constitute politicalacts and others that do not withpolitical motive making activitysomewhat respectable to those livingin democracies who usually con-demn political violence.Terms such as revolutionary vio-lence and national liberation havedifferent connotations than acts ofpure terror. There is an impendingneed to distinguish what may be bru-tal acts by individuals or groupsfrom the legitimate struggle ofoppressed and subjugated nationsagainst foreign occupation of anykind.For instance, belligerent activi-ties whose aim is the liberation andself-determination of a nation arenot in the same category of terror-ism. It depends on the stated per-spective of those involved. The aimof the Republican Movement is todrive the British out of Ireland andform a 32-County State which puts itin the category of liberation strugglenot terrorism.Imperial nations such as the�United Kingdom� have no regardfor the will of the people or the legit-imacy of history and its law.Liberation struggles in their wayintimidate the imperial power whothen must demonise them describingthem as terrorists to attempt to justi-fy to the observant world that they,the imperial power must use brutalmethods to suppress them.On the spectrum of political vio-lence, the struggle for national liber-ation takes on the positive aspect ofa justifiable end, where terrorism isnegative and evil. Looking at thingsthis way, an organization cannot be aterrorist group and a liberationmovement at the same time. A truefreedom fighter does not deliberate-ly attack innocent people.Politicians in countries wherethere is political violence cast itregardless of motive as terrorismbecause they want to emphasizewhat they want the public to per-ceive as brutality, to present thosethey define as a threat as harminginnocents, a term later changed tocivilians.We are used to this contrivedlogic out of the mouths of Brits andFree Staters to denigrate the

Republican Movement whose verac-ity exceeds both governments.There has been a definition ofterrorism that is worth considerationbecause it categorises with simplici-ty. The definition states: "Terrorismis the intentional use of, or threat touse violence against civilians oragainst civilian targets in order toattain political aims".The precise targets of terrorismare civilians and terrorism exploitsthe relative vulnerability of the civil-ians underbelly of society. Terrorismis not the result of an accidentalinjury inflicted on a civilian or agroup of civilians who stumbled intoan area of violent political activity,but stresses that terrorism is an actpurposely directed against civilians.The definition suggested abovemust be founded on a system ofprinciples and laws of war. We mustextrapolate from the existing princi-ples of conventional warfarebetween countries to arrive at simi-lar principles for unconventionalwarfare that involves a strugglebetween an organization and a state.Again, terrorism is a violentstruggle threatening the use or inten-tionally using violence against civil-ians, whereas guerrilla warfare is aviolent struggle using violenceagainst military targets, securityforces and the political leadership toattain specific political aims. It iscritical to designate the targets andthat choice contributes to who is aterrorist and who is a freedom fight-er. The Republican Movement hasfought a guerrillas war against theBrits which is "acceptable warfare"under international rules of engage-ment. Al Queda's violence againstthe US is a criminal enterprise andtotally distinct from proper warfare.The two are utterly divorced.True Republicans in their strug-gle have utilised both guerilla warand guerilla warfare against theenemy. An Israeli named Harkabidescribes "guerrilla war" as a pro-longed war of attrition and "guerril-la warfare" as a form of warfare bywhich the strategically weaker sideassumes the tactical offensive inselected forms, times and places oftheir choosing. The term weak doesnot mean less committed, merelylacking in armament of the tyrannythey are aiming to overthrow.The essence of guerilla warfareis to gradually grow in strength,numbers and equipment to betterenable themselves to fight govern-ment forces. A guerrilla war is asmall war, but subject to the samerules that apply to big wars. A ter-rorist refuses to accept any morallimits defining military action. AlQaeda has shown no moral limits totheir activity.When the IRA attacks targets ofa military or governmental nature inorder to achieve a political objec-tive, it is proper military activity. Ifcivilians become unintended casual-ties, it does not change things.    There are two types of terrorists,individual ones such as suicidebombers whose target is to maxi-mize civilian casualties. There areindiscriminate terrorist attacks at

any time just to put fear in people.The individual may have a specifictarget that is a symbol of a society.ON the other side, you havetwo types of guerilla war-fare; rural guerrilla warfareusing violence against military per-sonnel or security forces in their areaof deployment such as the IRAattack back in the 1970's atWarrenpoint where 18 British sol-diers were killed.The other is urban guerrilla war-fare which involves targeting a spe-cific military facility or a member ofthe military/security forces or apolitical leader at the decision mak-ing level. The Brighton attack onMargaret Thatcher or the attack onCaptain Nairac were examples ofsuch warfare and legitimate targetsof such. So too was the attack onAirey Neave.It is possible that a terrorist andthe guerilla fighter may have similaraims, but they choose differentmeans to accomplish them. Themeans defines the group. AlexSchmidt in his book PoliticalTerrorism states that "an organiza-tion is defined as terrorist because ofits mode of operation and its targetof attack, whereas calling somethinga struggle for liberation has to dowith the aim that the organizationseeks to attain. Hiding behind theguise of national liberation does notrelease terrorists from responsibilityfor their actions.The noted goal of national liber-ation may, in some cases, such asthat with the Irish RepublicanMovement, may justify recourse toviolence in an effort to solve theproblem that led to the emergence ofa particular organization in the firstplace.In any event, the organisationmust still act according to the rulesof war, directing its activities towardthe conquest of military and securitytargets; in short, it must confineitself to guerrilla activities.
MANIPULATION OFTHE MEDIAWith powerful states able tomanipulate the media, the activitiesof the state are not truthfully told.Violent activities committed by astate against civilians are forbiddenby international conventions and areclearly defined as "war crimes" inwar and "crimes against humanity"in other situations.States can be involved in terror-ism in various ways, giving generalsupport for terrorist organizations torival others causing divisions toimpose control. We are well awareof the collusion of British Forcesand loyalist groups who attack civil-ians.All forms of state involvementin terrorism are usually placed underthe general category of terroriststates, or state-sponsored terrorism.No one has been worse than theBritish in this regard concerningIreland and other places.

The British have initiated,directed and performed terroristactivities through groups outsidetheir own institutions. The onlyquestion is how many innocent peo-ple they have killed over the years.Irish lives have never been a top pri-ority of the British.Without defining the question ofterrorism, no responsibility can beattached to countries who supportterrorism. The United States con-demns countries it alleges supportterrorism, but utterly ignores Britainwhich has been cited for torture andassisted in murder by loyalists andon many occasions murdereddefenceless civilians. To be true toitself, the US has to put all violatorsin the same category, yet they let theBritish get away with murder.People themselves know who isa terrorist and who is a freedomfighter, if left to think for them-selves, but powerful governmentsforce their views on the unsuspect-ing masses. If an acceptable defini-tion of terrorism were hung aroundthe necks of world leaders, true vio-lators could be properly cited andseen for what they are. With a defi-nition of terrorism it would be possi-ble to enforce international agree-ments against terrorism. An accepted definition of terror-ism will help to distinguish freedomfighting which enjoys a measure oflegitimacy from terrorist activity.People support freedom fighters, butare leery of terrorists.A definition of terrorism wouldnot require that terror organizationsaccept it, but nations must, thoughthey might have input, independentorganizations would have to formu-late the complete definition. Thedefinition would segregate who is aterrorist and who is a guerilla fight-er.AT present, terrorists andguerilla fighters are treatedas criminals and given simi-lar punishments, but the freedomfighters are entitled to be treated asprisoners of war under the GenevaConvention.The British and the Americanshave called some organizations ter-rorists and others freedom fighters,when neither is true so a clear defi-nition would be very productive.Many countries acknowledgethe principle on relying on guerillawarfare to attain legitimate politicalaims. These same countries also areunited in their condemnation of ter-rorism. The distinction becomes amoral dilemma.With a solid definition in place,countries can agree on specific pun-ishments for terrorists and prisonerof war status for capture in a non-conventional guerrilla war. A defini-tion of this type must rely on theprinciples agreed upon regardingconventional wars between states,and take from them pertinent matterconcerning non-conventional warsbetween an organization and a state.On the other hand a defined ter-rorism will disrupt attempts by ter-rorist organizations to obtain legiti-macy before the public eye. A focusthat distinguishes guerrilla fightersfrom criminals makes the Irishstruggle into the legitimate cause itis. This proposed definition of ter-rorism by academics and intellectu-als makes a lot of sense. WhenBritish security forces were killed byRepublican soldiers it was called ter-

rorism, but the definition says that iswrong. Terrorism is the intentionaluse of violence against civilians.It is my belief that an acceptabledefinition of terrorism will motivatetrue revolutionary armies, such asthe Continuity IRA and others likethem, who have an aspiration to ridtheir land of tyrants and to unify thenation, to pursue their efforts withinthe context of the definition.Certainly, there will be mistakesand civilians will be killed as a resultof physical force against the statedenemy, but accidental is a worldapart from intentional. If a bomb isplaced in an army billet or a policestation as the intended target andcivilians are killed, it is not inten-tional and the mission is guerillawarfare, not terrorism.The British and their supporterslump all Republican activity as ter-rorism which is legally incorrect andthis proposed definition would abro-gate that innocent presumption.This definition would also pin-point and define state terrorism bythe British and others who use it.How many times have we heard theBritish talk of their need to employcounter-terrorist measures to combatRepublicans. They are merelyexcusing their selective murder ofcivilians.To their credit, the RepublicanMovement has admitted withoutexcuse the unintentional killing ofcivilians while engaged in a militaryoperation. But under the definitionproposed, state terrorism could behung on the Brits for ambushes,Gibraltar, the Derry massacre andnumerous incidents of state terror-ism. It stops the lumping of AlQueda and Republicans as the Britsand the Americans have tried to do.An extreme example of what isterror and what is not, concerningtargets, takes us to 9/11. The bomb-ing of the World Trade Centre waspure terrorism because the operationwas the intentional mass killing ofcivilians.The bombing of the Pentagonwas different because it was a mili-tary target. The problem with AlQueda is they have a holy waragainst America as their objective.This is not national liberation or rev-olution, but killing for the sake ofkilling.
CLEAR POLITICALOBJECTIVESThe Republican Movement onthe other hand has always had clearpolitical objectives and their targetsinvolve military and security objec-tives as well as civilians with deci-sion making ability and are not ter-rorist by the definition. The pro-posed definition has been used foryears by the United States.If the USA were true to itsfounding ideals, it would declare thetrue Republican Movement a truefreedom movement and in no wayshould be equated with terrorists.Hypocritical expediency to accom-modate Britain has prevailed andBritish state terror is ignored.The problem today is, there isone super power, the US, with the"UK" hanging on to its coattails in acoalition of the English speakingworld. Together they are playing theprophets of God spouting politicalscripture. We must beware of falseprophets and speak our own truths.� Peadar Mac Fhínín
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Fenian Notes
From our Washington Correspondent

HOLLAND, Deepest sym-
pathy is extended to the
family of Cathal Holland,
who died recently. From
Ard Chomhairle,
Republican Sinn Féin.

HOLLAND, Deepest sym-
pathy is extended to the
family of Cathal Holland,
who died recently. From
Líta.
HOLLAND, Deepest sym-
pathy is extended to the
family of Cathal Holland,
who died recently. From

Comhairle Átha Cliath.
McCARTHY, Deepest
sympathy us extended to the
family of Mick McCarthy
who died recently. From the
Ard Chomhairle.
McCARTHY, Deepest
sympathy us extended to the
family of Mick McCarthy

who died recently. From
Cumann na mBan, Cork.
McCARTHY, Deepest
sympathy is extended to the
family of Mick McCarthy
who died recently. From the
Mac Curtáin/Mac Suibhne
Cumann, Republican Sinn
Féin, Cork.

McCARTHY, Deepest
sympathy is extended to the
family of Mick McCarthy
who died recently. From
Comhairle Na Mumhan.

LONERGAN � 1st
Anniversary.  In proud and
loving memory of Tom
Lonergan who died April 29
2002. Always remembered
by Highstead and Hartigan
Cumann, Sinn Féin
Poblachtach.

Comhbhrón

I gCuimhne



NAT I O N A L I S Tpoliticians are to sitand discuss 'peace'with Blair and Bush whohave set out to cause thebiggest loss of life sincetheir last venture intoKuwait.Of course GerryAdams and Mark Durkanwill protest in very muchthe same way Russia andother countries protestedprior to the war. The reali-ty is that 'might is right'and protests will bebrushed aside summarily.It is ironic thatHillsborough will be themeeting place. It is in thissame building that Adamsand Co were coerced for

the first time and onMonday we will see themcoerced again. On thisoccasion the stakes arehigher. On the first occasion itwas just �personal� jobs forthe boys, a big car and anexpenses receipt. On thisoccasion it is different. Onthis occasion Gerry and Coby their presence areendorsing the murder ofIraqi people and givingcredence to the idea thatBush and Blair are in someway bringing �peace� toIreland. It is clear thatbringing �peace� to peoplethe Coalition way meanssurrender or death. That of course is exact-

ly what Gerry came upagainst previously. Finewords and public state-ments don't hide the factthat a murderous campaignby loyalist murder squadsagainst political activistspreceded the Hillsboroughmeetings. It is also nosecret that attacks on Gerryin Milltown cemetery mayhave been responsible forhis �road to Damascus�type of conversion to theways of peace and diplo-macy.What we have wit-nessed over the past fewweeks in Iraq is the will-ingness of ordinary peopleto fight for their country. Itis no surprise that these

individuals are being cate-gorised as terrorists. Itseems only coalitiontroops with their massivelysuperior weapons can fightbravely. IT seems also that Gerryand Co are about to fur-ther discredit the Irishpeople by their indulgenceof these two war criminals.And why? Well, it seems intrue cowboy fashion it is�for a few dollars more�. What is becoming clearis that the price of peace inIreland will be measured inthe thousands of Iraqi liveslost. Shannon stopovers �Bertie Ahern made it clearthat the price of crossingthe Bush administration

would be intolerable. Healso decided that financialconsiderations far outweighed any moral imper-ative. What ever statementemerges from Hillsbor-ough on April 10, 2003will finally put paid to anyresidual respect Gerry andCo may have. The fact isthat we have witnessed thetransformation from revo-lutionaries to lackeys ineasy steps. Money talks inthis new inner circle andthe Bush-Blair coalitionhave been joined by thosewho would sell Irish free-dom and the means of Irishresistance to the new colo-nial masters.

The only questionremaining is how long theIrish people will continueto let these people act in�their name�. Today Iraq,tomorrow 'any where thattakes one�s fancy' seems tobe the new world order ofthings. It is clear that wehave politicians who arerushing to be part of this. Itis also clear that until thiscountry gains its independ-ence this state of affairswill continue. War in Iraq, peace inIreland � for a fistful ofdollars.  Well, this is oneIrishman who will not bemade a cowboy of.� Mac Cool 

A policy of opportunism wasadopted: Germany would build up alarge army and seize her chances.The Habsburg Empire was already aGerman puppet, the Austrians reliedon German support to keep the lid ontheir ramshackle collection of terri-tories.A novel feature of the GermanArmy was an enormous GeneralStaff, which planned future warsdown to tiny detail. One lessonlearned from the American CivilWar was the strategic importance ofrailways. In both the German andHabsburg empires extensive railwaynetworks were constructed to enablerapid transfer of troops betweenfrontiers.
THE SCHLEIFFEN PLANFrance and Russia made a strate-gic alliance against Germany, out ofwhich Russia got much-neededFrench investments. A basic princi-ple of German strategic thinking,laid down by Bismarck, was thatGermany should never fight a waron two fronts. The eventuality of a

parallel war with both France andRussia was covered by theSchleiffen Plan under whichGermany would strike a massiveblow against France and defeat herbefore Russia could mobilise. Theplan involved invading northernFrance through Belgium, out-flank-ing the French and capturing Paris.Then Russia could be dealt with.The British government had pur-sued a pro-German policy through-out the reign of Victoria (1837-1901) but after her death her sonEdward VII (1901-1910) reversedthe trend. Edward had spent part ofhis childhood in France, spoke per-fect French and was an admirer ofFrench culture. 
He also detested his Germanrelations, his nephew Wilhelm II inparticular. Soon after his coronationhe went on a state visit to Francewhere, to the horror of his govern-ment, he drew up a treaty of alliancewith the French president, theEntente Cordiale.Wilhelm had assumed that

England would not oppose aGerman conquest of Europe, beingtoo preoccupied with colonial prob-lems. He was unaware of the'Balance of Power' strategy at theheart of England's foreign policy:keep Europe divided into two campsglaring at each other.
WORLD WAR IIn the summer of 1914 theHabsburg Empire declared war onSerbia and in a rapid domino ofevents, the First World War brokeout. The Schleiffen plan was put into

operation immediately. The attackhad been worked out in minutedetail, but as Clausewitz hadwarned: Once war begins, every-thing is in hazard. It had been assumed thatBelgium would permit the passageof German troops through her terri-tory. In fact permission was refusedand to carry out their plan theGermans had to declare war onBelgium. Belgium was more or lessa British protectorate and Britain atonce entered the war againstGermany.

The Schleiffen plan was sup-posed to be carried out with stop-watch precision. In reality the slight-est little thing could mess up theadvance of an entire army. A farmerdriving a herd of cows home formilking could delay an advance byan hour and cause an objective to bemissed.Anybody getting in the way ofthe German advance was assumed tobe a franc tireur (the term 'terrorist'had yet to be invented) and wasoften shot after the briefest of trials.This policy gave Germany's enemiesa propaganda windfall.England sent a token force ofelderly reservists, who were to beremembered as the OldContemptibles, and which was giventhe task of defending the line of theMons Canal. As soon as theGermans attacked the entire forcewithdrew to a safe area south ofParis, abandoning their guns andsupplies, and German forces pouredthrough the gap.The situation was saved by thecommander of the Paris garrison,General De Castelnau, who con-scripted all the taxis in Paris andused them to ferry his force to theline of the river Marne, which washeld. The German advance peteredout, the troops exhausted. 
What followed was four years oftrench warfare, involving the loss ofmillions of lives.
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Policy of opportunism adopted
European Federation or Fourth Reich?Part 12

For a few dollars more

THE overall strategic aim of the German state underKaiser Wilhelm II was to have Germany do in Europewhat Prussia had done in Germany: create a confedera-tion in which Germany would rule the roost.


