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"< Hunger-striker ‘Brendan Hughes' after 18 days on hunger-strike, and (inset) before he:was imprisoned in the
. H:Blocks. By Monday: another 18 days will have been spent on hunger-strike by Brendan and his six comrades. '«

H-BLOCK

PETITION SUNDAY

THE closing date for signing the
international H-Block petition forms is
this Sunday, November 30th. Forms
will be available for signature outside
numerous church gates throughout the
country. Petition forms should be
returned to the National H-Block Comm-
.| ittee, 30 Mountjoy Square, Dublin,
or 85b Falls Road, Belfast.

ALL OUT FOR THE
BRITISH EMBASSY
NEXT Saturday, December 6th, there
will be a massive hunger-strike march to
the British embassy in Dublin,
assembling at St. Stephens Green at
2.30 p.m. Buses are being organised
throughout the country, North and
South, to the protest, Details are avail-
able from local action groups and local
| press.

. Dublin’s Mansion House over the week-

SHOCKING pictures of the emaciated state of two
of the seven H-Block hunger-strikers, shown on
ITV's World in Action’ programme on Monday
evening, provide graphic testimony of the agony
and sacrifices Irish political prisoners are going
through at the hands of the British government.

The_ two are Belfast republican
Brendan Hughes, aged 32 (pictured
here, far left, after eighteen days
3 on hunger-strike and, inset, near
left,
the H-Blocks) and Derry republican
Raymond McCartney, aged 26
(pictured and profiled on the
centre pages of this paper).

before being imprisoned in

The time is gone for sitting on
the fence and all true Irish men
and women are needed now — more
so than at any previous stage of
this country’s struggle for nation-
hood — to come out and demon-
strate with their feet and voices
that
Y prisoners.

There is, at present, an obviously

Ireland is fully behind the

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2)

WEEKEND MARCHES:
MONAGHAN & BELFAST

THERE are two main hunger-strike
marches in Ulster this weekend: in
Monaghan, on Saturday, November 29th
leaving the Fergal O'Hanlon Memorial
on the Clones Road at 2 p.m.; and in
Belfast, on Sunday, November 30th,
leaving Dunville Park at 1.30 p,m.

SALE OF WORK
AN Cumann  Cabhrach’s  annual
Christmas ‘sale of work' will be held in

end of December 5th, 6th and 7th.

16-PAGE ISSUE
THIS issue of An Phoblacht/Republican
News, like last week’s, has been expand-
ed from the usual twelve pages 10 six-
teen pages in order to cover the H-Block
hunger-stri
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orchestrated reaction against
the H-Block ‘blanket men’,
who are shortly to be joined
on hunger-strike by . three,
women comrades from Armagh
jail. Beginning with the British
administration and the loy-
alists in the North, this
reaction, since the hunger-
strike commenced, has been
wholeheartedly endorsed by
the leaderships of the Free
State Labour Party and Fine
Gael who are crossing swords
with premier Charles Haughey.

HAUGHEY
In a concerted attempt to
undermine Haughey (and

possibly split Fianna - Fail)
they have consistently raked
over the 1970 ‘Arms Crisis’
and this week attempted to
have him repudiate the de-
mands of the ‘blanket men’,
which he refused to do.
(Thus partially taking up, for
the first time since his coming
into office, and” the signing
of the collaborationist joint
communique with Thatcher
last May, the ‘republican’

mantle which Sile de Valera

has recently sported.)

In the eyes of the leaders
of the Labour Party and Fine
Gael, who are committed to
the loyalist veto over Irish
re-unification, the lives and
rights of Irish'men and women
are of no consequence against
their party interests. Further-
more, they strengthen the hand
of British premier Margaret
Thatcher and feed her intran-
sigence.

THATCHER

This week Thatcher threw
down what amounts to a
challenge to the Irish people.
For, although she has re-
peatedly said that there will
be no political status, some
people believed that this left
the door open for other con-
cessions or adjustments to
prison rules, as one of the
direct-rule  Ministers, Alison,
intimated on the World in
Action’ television programme.

However, Thatcher stated
that if the prisoners “continued
with their hunger-strike it will
have no effect whatsoever.
It will just take their own
lives... there will be and can
be no congessions... | shall
not move...”

SIGNAL

This must be the signal for
all hitherto uninvolved, work-
ing-class or professional people,
local politicians or clergymen,
to come down off the fence
and take a stand with those
who are slowly and painfully
dying in their assertion that
they have rights both  as
human beings and as Irish
political prisoners.

The British- have no right
in lIreland, never had any
right, and certainly have no
right to attempt to make
criminals out of those who
resist their rule. Let us show
them by the strength of our
numbers that the continuation
of the hunger-strike will have
an effect on them, and will
have an effect that may not
just move them on this issue
but might just shift them out
©four country for good.

.
hes i

Dublin Leinster House lobby, last Saturday

BY PETER ARNLIS

AS THE seven H-Block hunger-strikers
approach the end of their fifth week
without food, national and international
protests have continued to put the
British government under pressure and
have continued to increasingly polarise
[_mlitics and organisations in Ireland.
There have been three ‘more statements
from British premier Margaret Thatcher to say
that there will be no concessions to the ‘blanket
men.’ The last of which was made on BBC
radio on Wednesday, the previous at West-
minster on Tuesday, and the first, also made
at Westminster, the previous Thursday. (The
first contained, if the “/rish Times’, Friday
21st November, report is correct, a compromis-
ing slip: “Mrs. Thatcher inserted her statement
about the government’s determination not to
give way to the ‘political prisoners’demands’,..”)
Last Monday, Thatcher visited Italy and
had a forty-five minute meeting in Rome with
the Pope at which the H-Blocks and the North
were included in the discussion. According to
an editorial 'in Wednesday's ‘/rish Press’ the
Pope sent her a letter two weeks ago in which
he expressed his unease, and which presumably

Pulitics polarised

he again raised on Monday. If so, it had no
effect on the Iron Lady who the next day
ruled out any concessions.

HAUGHEY

Last Tuesday, in Leinster House, Free
State premier Charles Haughey refused to
define the Fianna Fail government’s attitude
to the prisoners’ demands for political status
when he was asked to do so by Labour Party
leader Frank Cluskey and Fine Gael leader
Garret  FitzGerald, during question time.
Haughey said, however, that he had, only the
previous day, made representation ‘at the
highest level’ to the British government, wr!om
he said were obliged to ensure that “prison
conditions are as humane and as tolerable as
it is possible to make them.”

Haughey continued: “Like a number of
other people who are concerned about this
issue, the government believe that, if some
adjustments could be made in the prison
rules themselves, or in their interpretation or
their application, a solution would be possible.”

(The problem for the Brits, however, is
that while that might be the mechanics for
implementing the five demands they _have

i i igent position
adopted such a highly intransigen ;
thatpfor Thatcher to do that would be a ‘loss
of principle’ and her ultimate - humiliation
when the prisoners are victorious would be all

the greater.)

SIDE-STEPPED

Haughey was continually requested to clarify
his position with regard to the demand for
political status but side-stepped the question
by saying:, “The government do not believe
that political status should be an issue. 1

As previously reported many Fine Gael
councillors have voted in favour of council
resolutions expressing some sort of support
for the prisoners’ demands, and some have
given'their backing to broad-based local H-Block
action committees — in both cases ignoring a
directive issued last July by their party leader
FitzGerald.

And last’ week, in a letter to the Dublin
newspapers, fourteen members of Cluskey’s
Labour Party expressed their support for the
protesting prisoners, in effect challenging the
party leadership, and calling for all trade
unionists and party members to rally behind
the prisoners.

status, one of their

serving a four year sentence.
On Monday, Shirley Devlin,

Grave situation
in Armagh

WITH THE grave announcement expected of the imminent
start of the hunger-strike in Armagh jail by three republican
women prisoners in pursuance of their demand for political
comrades has been
successfully defied Britain’s attempts to criminalise her whilst

strong, since we made the decision

released, having

aged 21, from Newington, north
Belfast, was released from Armagh
jail, where she had spent the last
four years — the first six months
on remand and the remainder of
her sentence initially on the ‘no
work’ protest and then on the
‘no wash’ protest. (Shirley was
the first prisoner attacked by male
warders on February 7th of this
year, ‘during the attack which

subsequently led to the protestors
being forced on to the ‘no wash’
protest.)
Shirley reports of the remaining
twenty-seven women protestors:
“Morale. has never been so

to go on hunger-strike. The women
are committed, they will die,
if necessary, in order to achieve
political status. They will not
give .in to the Brits, no matter if
they should all have to die.

“They are absolutely determined
to make their own protest for
status,” without being pressurised
by the hunger-strike in the H-Blocks.
It is their right to go on hunger-
strike, a right which they reserve
as Republican POWs.”"

Shirley reflects the feelings of
the women: “We are being treated
like animals as it js, every day, and
things are getting worse. So what
have we to lose by goiug on hunger-
strike — surely a more dignified
death than having to die a daily
death in the filthy cells of Armagh
Jail. "

McLAUGHLIN

Shirley  especially  expresses
great concern for seriously ill
Derry republican Pauline McLaugh-
lin, aged 23, whom she saw a fort-
ight*ago at Mass: “She seemed

Anne Muru_y (Association of Legal Justice) and Lord Gifford at a press
:on!unnu in Belfast on Wednesday where Lord Gifford challenged the
1 i A i i

to be stumbling as she walked. It
seemed to me that her hair was
weighing her down, her shoulders

‘were hunched, her bones were stick-

ing out and her jeans were hanging
off her.”

Latest reports, in fact, confirm
that Pauline McLaughlin remains
very weak and seriously ill.On
Tuesday of last week, November
18th, potassium was injected into
her blood stream, but a second
injection had to be postponed
because her arms are so thin that
the needle hits the bone and her
veins are so contracted that it is
difficult to inject them.

GIFFORD
A British Labour peer, Lord Gifford
who held a press conference in Ballasl‘
on Wednesday, is urging the British
government  to release Pauline M-

P aughlin

Laughlin, who he points out now weighs
only five stone.

Lord Gifford claims that Pauline
is being inhumanely treated in Armagh
jail and could die if there is.not a change
of heart by the government. Prior to
his press conference Lord Gifford had
met direct-rule Minister, Michael Alison,
but Alison stated that he refused to
release Pauline on medical grounds.

Lord Gifford has now challenged
the British government to say that
Pauline McLaughlin must die to be
free: “The attitude of the Northern
Ireland Office, and the government of
which it is a part, is quite inhuman in
that they are playing games of chance
Wwith a young girl’s life. My reaction s
{har this should not even be a political
issue. It should be a straight issue of
human compassion, quite unrelated to
the politics of the Northern lIreland
Situation. But so far | cannot bring
any hope of her early release out of
that mepting.“ |
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Twenty-year-old blanket man, Sean Lavery, from Belfast, pictured in World in Action’ on Monday evening

Lasting
impression

BY PETER ARNLIS

DESPITE the propaganda intentions of the British government
in collaborating with ‘Wor/d In Action’, a British television doc-
umentary screened on ITV last Monday night, the lasting
impression of the programme must be the sight of the ‘blanket
men’ and the pathetic hunger-strikers filmed in their cells.
Brendan Hughes, who looked gaunt and haggard, was interview-
ed, but this interview was cut from the actual programme.

In a cell containing two ‘blanket
men’, one of them kept up a barr-
age of “We are political prisoners!
We want political status! We are
political prisoners. Victory to the
blanket men!”

Raymond McCartney who was
filmed on the eighteenth day of the
hunger-strike (that is, ten days be-
fore the programme was actually
screened) gave the reasons for the
‘blanket protest’ and the ‘no-wash
protest’,

He said that the special laws and
political courts had “proved to us
beyond all doubt that these courts
are set up to convict men, to
convince people that we are
criminals, which we are not. We
are a product of the political troub-
Jes in the North of Ireland.”

And then, speaking gravely, he
concluded: “Me and my six com-
rades are prepared to go through
with this and We are prepared to die
to prove that we are special prison-
ers and our five basic demands are

Just.

MISTAKEN

The mistaken view that the IRA
can be finally. broken if the hunger-
strikers die without achieving their
demands appears to be the main
reason for the British government's
intransigence. This has become
clear from statements made by one
of the direct-rule Ministers, Michael

Alison, during the programme.
Unfortunately, the view that not
only can the IRA be broken, but, if
there is a distinction, that the
whole struggle of the last twelve
years will also be overturned should
the political status issue be lost, has
also been propagated by some

speakers on H-Block platforms.
Certainly the British government
hopes that those are the stakes, and
it will be a tragedy for the Irish
people if any ‘blanket men’ must go
to their deaths before the British
government brings the wrath of Ire-
land and international opinion on
its head. But even should the Brits
still foolishly withstand that wrath
and remain intransigent the struggle
would by no means be defeated, as

republicans are well aware. &

This is, “their last throw, as it
were, to try and divert us and to get
some support back,” said Alison,
foolishly, referring to the IRA.
“Their numbers are way down and
their capacity for striking is obvious-
ly extremely limited. | think they
are on the run,” he boasted.

IGNORANCE

Asked what happens when a
hunger-striker dies he said: “Well,
he dies. He’s carried out in a coffin
as the protesting prisoners, the fast-
ing prisoners in Dublin were carried
out in coffins in 1940 ... Nothing
changes ... Again | can only refer
you to precedent. It’s happened in
Ireland in the past,” recalled Alison,
displaying his ignorance of Irish
history.

The incident referred to was the
1940 hunger-strike in which Tony
D’Arcy and Sean McNeela died. Be-
cause of Free State government
censorship, newspaper coverage and
comment on the event was restrict-

- ed, the announcement of D'Arcy’s

death appearing as a single column
story on page eight of-the “/rish
Independent’.

People were not even aware that
a hunger-strike was taking place and
there were no mass mobilisations
on the streets. So Alison’s ‘prece-
dent’ bears no resemblance to the
completely different set of circum-
stances in Ireland today.

Alison, however, engaged in
another cruel piece of teasing of
‘blanket men’ and their relatives,
which characterised the British gov-
ernment’s staggered announcement
of the offer of ‘civilian clothes’
(prison issue), three days before the
hunger-strike began on October
27th. )

He said: “We will not make any
concessions to blackmail and if
they are fighting for a great issue of
principles as they see it, political

they are being presented. And
Alison didn’t- elaborate on what
room for manoeuvre. there was for
the Brits within the term ‘better
prison conditions’, which their pro-
paganda claims, anyway, to be the
best prison conditions'in Europe!

BIASED

That the programme was aimed at
being biased in favour of the British
was substantiated in a remark made
by British premier Thatcher in
Westminster last Tuesday, when she
defended the World In Action”
team having access to the prison
camp.

She said: “There can be no such
thing as a political prisoner, and. it
is thought that this (the programme)
was one possible way of counter-
acting  the IRA  propaganda
campaign.”

Interviewed on the programme
were John McMichael (UDA), Mar-
lene Jefferson (Official Unionist),
Gerry Fitt (collaborator) and
Michael Alison — all experienced
spokespersons, who were under no
pressure, and all anti-republican.

The latter part of the half-hour
documentary was based ‘around the
life ~ of Derry hunger-striker
Raymond McCartney. Raymond's
parents were - interviewed, and
Raymond himself from his cell bed
was apportioned one minute to
explain the H-Block situation. The
interview with .Raymond being the
subject of loyalist attempts on
Monday afternoon to have the pro-
gramme banned.

UDA

McMichael, in his interview, incited
people to violence, and made violent
threats against people involved in the
H-Block campaign. Acting with the in-
dulgence of the Brits, it is no accident
that the UDA is legal and will remain un-
proscribed,

McMichael warned that if the camp-
aign of street protests in nationalist areas
“reaches a stage where there is total
breakdown in law and order, the loyalist

_paramilitaries must intervene... It could

come up to a point where the loyalist
paramilitaries may have to, and probably
will have to, go into republican areas and
take out the leadership of the revolt.”

When quizzed on what that meant,
he replied, “it means elimination.”

The most recent edition of the UDA
occasional ine ‘Ulster” also talks in
simple militaristic terms. It says: “We
make no apology for having men serving
life sentences. They are in prison because
of armchair generals among our politic-
jans who promised victory if our gallant
men stood united and liquidated the
enemy.”

McMichael’s statement was also a
classic example of the UDA's irrational-
ity. He said they feared a British govern-
ment sell-out on their stance — that is,
that political status or POW status, which
they too are seeking, would be conced-
edl His confusion became even more
apparent in his next statement, which

status, then they are banging their
heads against a brick wall. But if
they are in a muddled way saying
we want better prison conditions,
well then this is a different story.”
There is nothing muddled about
the  men’s demands, nor the ‘way

was a against cri

“This is a war and as long as the Brit-
ish administration tries to fight it as a
law and order campaign, as if it’s a giant
crime wave, the Provos..., will always
have the upper hand. This is a war and
unless_the British accept it as a war and
are prepared to fight it as a war there
will'never be'a solution.” ~ -
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UNIONIST BOYCOTT

FIVE OFFICIAL UNIONIST members of Derry city council, led by the Mayor,
Marlene Jeffersor, and two Paisleyits DUP councillors, staged 8 walk out of the
councll on Tuesday evening, Novernber 26th, in protest over a decision to develop
a gaelic football pitch st Lisnagelvin. [t was the second time thet the issue has
led to an scross the board difplay of their sectarianism and s boycott of council
business by the unionist members.

Whilst the debate was in progress more than one thousand loyalists, who
had marched from the to their to the pro-
posal, waited outside the Guildhsll; snd, st one stage, the council meeting had
10 be adjourned for sbout five minutes because of the noise made by the demon-
strators. A smallscale riot developed, snd a rubbish skip beside the Guildhall
was set on fire, as the loyalists to i the
nationalist councillors (who form s council majority) from going shesd with
plans for the pitch, but successfully ensured that the unionist councillors kept
to the straight and narrow path of Orange bigotry.

Scare stories

THE FREE STATE gardai have recently publicly speculated that the IRA is going
to strike against British-owned stores, and other British concerns, in the twenty-
six counties, as part of the H-Block protest campaign. The IRA, however, have
made it clear, in a statement, signed by P. O’Neill, issued through the Irish Repub-
lican Publicity Bureau in Dublin that “no such attacks will be made,” and that
“the rumouring of such scare stories is almost_certainly politically engendered
and is aimed at undermining the growing broad-based support for the H-Block
hunger-strikers.” .

Sticky expulsion

FOUR members of the Sticky ‘Workers Party’ in Mitchelstown, Cork, have been
expelled from the party for helping to form the local H-Block action group. The
four include the Sticks’ ‘man’ in North Cork, Mickey McEldowney, who was him-
self intemed in the Curragh in the fifties. The four were reported to head office
for their aberration from party policy by Joe Sherlock, the Sticks’ Cork local
councillor and perennial Leinster House candidate, and their expulsion was
immediate. 3

Behaving suspiciously

LONDON POLICEMEN, who arrested three plain-clothes British soldiers behavi
suspiciously in a car park, last i , di in their
car, two loaded Sterling sub-machine guns with their serial numbers removed,
ammunition, smoke bombs, thunderflashes and canisters of CS gas. Cokporal
Ivor Hirst, aged 25, Private Gary Crozier, aged 21, and Private Neville Edmonston,
aged 19, all of the Second Battalion of the Royal Green Jackets, based at
Tidsworth in ire, were in custody at i
court, last Saturday, charged with conspiracy to kill, and theft and possession of
arms (whose disappearance from the barracks had gone unnoticed). Their target,
apparently, was a man who has been charged with the murder of a school-boy,
Steven half in of Private

Aggressive breeding

A BRITISH PARATROOPER, on leave from the North of Ireland, swore at a
policeman in his home town of Sunderland because of his training, his command-
ing officer told the town’s on 2 12th. Para
Peter Iredale, aged 20, of Kayll Road, Sunderland, admitted being drunk and
disorderly in August of this year. Lieutenant Robert Ellis, of the 2nd Battalion
of the Parachute Regiment, told the court that Iredale had been celebrating his
birthday the day after returning from duty in South Armagh. 2

Lieutenant Ellis stated: “We like to breed our men in a very aggressive manner
in Ireland. It has to be done. I can only surmise that this behaviour happened
because of training in South Armagh.... It is very easy for members of my batt-
alion to be very aggressive. | can only give my apologies to the court.” He inform-
ed the magistrate that Iredale was due to return to Ireland that
was fined £15 plus £4 costs and packed off to terrorise the inhabitants of South
Armagh.

Gijt wrapped Rats

PRO-BRITISH ARMY propaganda sometimes comes:in very strange packaging,
but the gutter press of Britain's Fleet Street never tire of finding a new angle
on the old theme of human or animal interest. The ‘Daily Mirror’, which
supposedly favours British troop withdrawal from the North, featured on its
women's page, last week, Thursday 20th November, a prominent article,‘which
was basically an advert, headlined ‘Gift-wrapped hero’. It read: “Remember
Rats? He is the heroic little mongrel who used to follow the army intg action in
Northern Ireland. Rats hit the headlines earlier in the year when he retired from
active service after being awarded a medal for bravery by an animal charity... If
you happen to be one of his fans you can buy a look-alike soft toy whicl
exclusive to ‘Daily Mirror” readers.”

Acceleration lacki'ng l

AMERICAN DEALERS waiting to sell the De Lorean sports car (being built with
‘more than fifty million pounds of British tax-payers.money at Dunmurmry in
Belfast) are agitated, according to a recent issue of the British business magazine
“The Economist’. The car's delivery date has been postponed from this autumn
10 next spring; the price will be much higher than expected; and the car will travel
fewer miles to the gallon than bargained for. a

Westminster MPs too, are worried — there were questions asked recently in the
British House of Commons about production delays. The factory was opened two
years ago, but production targets have proved over-ambitiousand now a question
mark hangs over the car’s market, especially given the price rise. And Lotus cars,
a British firm, have had to spend months re-designing the car after prototypes
designed by John De Lorean himself,~proved to be disastrous, or, as ‘The
Economist’ politely put it, ‘hard to handle’.

Damaging §ilm
FURTHER EVIDENCE has come to light of Brit sensitivity to any international
exposure of their role in the North, with the disclosure of a British ‘Foreign and
Commonwealth Office® internal circular attacking ‘The Patriot Game’ film
produced last year.

Peter Baldwin of the Brits’ ‘Overseas (Mis)Information Department’ sent a
circular (dated March 1980) to their embassies in more than a dozen Western
European countries, plus Australia, New Zealand, Japan, Russia and America, in
which he seemed perturbed that the film had been screened in London “as an
unwelcomed element of the ‘Sense of Ireland’ festival of Irish arts” and “in
Belgium on the Flemish Television Service.” The circular bemoans the fact that

is

* the film ‘discredits’ the British army (surely it is that army’s.activities which

discredit it, without any help from American film producer /Art MacCaig?}; and
also makes an interesting passing reference to the fact that the (British-based)
United Troops Out Movement was a previous target for a similar circular in
October 1979. The circular concludes by particularly urging the blocking of any
awards to the film, because “while the film itsel/f may have technical merit which
deserves recognition, any awards would undoubtedly enhance a production which
is damaging and highly.critical of HMG. "} FEAN p ' \

and lredale

————EA
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BY B. SLOANE

WITHIN the last two weeks, a South Fermanagh
youth and a farmer have fallen foul of the bully-
boy ta‘ctics of the RUC and the British army,
respectively, both of which forces have a notorious
-record of brutality against the nationalist people
of South Fermanagh’ Meanwhile in a Belfast court
the trial of soldiers who brutally killed two South
Fermanagh Catholics, eight years ago, has been

postponed.

Nineteen-year-old Frank
Quigley, from Buscragh, had
to be detained overnight in
Erne Hospital, Enniskillen,
after he had been beaten
unconscious by the RUC, on
a road at Corrany, in Roslea,
County Fermanagh, at about
midnight, last Sunday, Nov-
ember 23rd.

« Earlier last week, a South
Fermanagh farmer, thirty- year-
old James Curry, had his
nose broken by British soldiers
as he walked from Clones
to his home near Newtown-
butler early on Monday morn-
ing, November 17th.

FIRST

In the first incident, Frank
Quigley had been chatting with
friends when -he saw two men
being manhandled by members of
an RUC mobile patrol. He attempted
to find out what was wrong but
he was threatened by the patrol,
and after he rejoined his younger
brother, Paul, and an acquaintance,
who were sitting on a grass bank
nearby he was attacked by the
RUC men.

He recalls, “We sat down for
a smoke as we usually do before
going home. Then, twa more cars
full of reinforcements pulled up
and started rushing at us with
“\batons. | was pounded on the

by body sh .
What’s your name?” Before |
could answer | was hit again and
fell on the ground. Then | was
kicked by one of them who was
shouting, “What's your fucking
name, Quigley?”

When he next regained con-
sciousness, Frank Quigley was be-
ing loaded into an ambulance,
the twenty-man RUC force no
longer in sight.

He is now extremely worried
that he will have to wear a surgical
support to help correct the injuries
to his spine and legs, as well as
having to take medicine to relieve
the pain.

STRUCK

The second incident, involving
James Curry, from Hollybank,
happened near the border at
Kilturk when he stumbled upon
a group of Brits in a dug-out at
the roadside, .in the early hours of
the morning. During the encounter
James Curry was held by two of
them while a third struck him in
the face with a rifle-butt, knocking
him to the ground.

The RUC eventually showed
up, and their response was to
arrest him and take him to Ennis-
killen barracks where, despite heavy
bleeding, he received no medical
treatment, and was not released
for several hours.

Once home, his family doctor
arranged admittance to Erne Hos:
pital where James had stitches

- SPY~POST
DISCOVERED

BY PETER HAYES
A BRITISH ARMY spy-post in the Short Strand district of

Belfast,
ma?‘sj

accidentally stumbled on last week by two teenagers,
have been used to observe H-Block support activities in

the area as well as to keep local republicans under surveillance.

The spy-post — located in a
derelict terraced house in Clyde
Street — was discovered last Wed-
nesday afternoon, November 19(_h,
when a pigeon, belonging to six-
teen-year-old Andrew Rooney, who
lives next door, flew on to an
upstairs windowssill of the derelict
house.

Andrew, and his fourteen-year-
old friend Sean Smyth, clambered
over the back wall and began
climbing the staircase towards the
pigeon; when — without warning —
two uniformed Brits appeared at
the landing and seized the two lads,
one of them warning Sean, 'keep
still, or I’Il blow the head off you’.
0ty Thi

Bults,  whose . facés. whie |

blackened, immediately radioed for
reinforcements, and when these
arrived four other Brits emerged
from one of the upstairs bedrooms,
carrying sleeping bags, food, two
large water tanks and two large
green bags containing, presumably,
photographic equipment. As the
Brits withdrew, the two lads were
taken to Grand Central army
barracks in the city centre before
being released shortly afterwards.

Local people have pointed out
that the vantage point afforded
to the Brits from the house, not
only gave them a view of the two
main social clubs in Short Strand,

“both situared. in. Clyde Street,.and ./

|
|
|
It

FRANK QUIGLEY
— beaten unconscious by RUC

inserted in his face and was treated
for his broken nose. Ironically,
in their forty-mile round-trip with
their prisoner the RUC had passed
the hospital twice even -though
their own police doctor  had
recommended X-rays.

Because of these, and other,

id where ildren,
aged only seven and eight years,
have been forced to stand bare-
foot in the rain_ after soldiers
ordered them to remove their
shoes and socks, community
representatives have met together
with parents and clergymen to
discuss what action to take. Their
greatest fear at present is the

JAMES CURRY

en fall foul
boy tactics

— nose broken by British soldiers

unwelcome return of the Argyll
and Sutherland - Highlanders . regi-
ment who beat up James Curry
last week and who currently h!ve
four of their members awaiting
trial for the killing of local men
Andrew Murray, aged 24, and
Michael Naan, aged 31, in October

1972.
POSTPONED

The trial of the soldiers, in-
cidentally, was postponed to next
year by Northern Lord Chief
Justice Lowry in a Belfast court
on Tuesday — the day originally
set for the hearing of the ’ <e.
Lowry, well-known for his sus-
ceptibility to the political needs

- and was attributed to

of the British government, probably
decided that such a trial at this
time (coinciding with the H-Block/
Armagh hunger-strike) would not
be a good idea.

Eight years ago, the double
killing — in October 1972 — was
dubbed the ‘pitchfork murders’
loyalists,
But those charged are Argyll
and Sutherland Highlanders,
Sergeants John Byrne and Stanley
Hathaway, both aged 38; plus
a former member of the regiment,
lain Chestnut, aged 31; and Captain
Andrew Snowball, aged 28, is
charged with withholding infor-
mation about the double killing.

‘spy-hole’, left of picture
of Thompson Street — a major
thoroughfare in the district — but
also looked out over Anderson
Street to where local H-Block
processions regularly parade past.

There have been instances of
similar, discovered spy-posts in
Short Strand in the past, notably
late in 1975 when British soldiers
accupied roof spaces in Chemical
Street, .and’,there .is, mare, current

Above: British soldiers were able to spy from the upstairs window of the deralict
house where a breeze-block is missing; right: Sean Smyth stands beside another

evidence of Brits having occupied
other derelict places in recent
weeks, but this latest discovery —
in a nationalist ghetto surrounded
by overwhelmingly loyalist east
Belfast, and with RUC harassment
of local people escalating as the
hunger-strike protests continue —
adds a further sinister dimension
10 the undercover ‘surveillance’
activities of the British army,




DUBLIN city-centre came to a stand-
still for more than four hours last Sat-
urday,. as by far the largest turnout
the city has seen on the H-Block/
Armagh issue marched from Parnell
Squars_ to Leinster House, providing
a major boost for the campaign in
twenty-six counties.

Contingents from every part of the
country joined the procession, which, in
lines of seven, took more than an hour-
and-a-half to cross over O’ Connell Bridge,
so that despite its circuitous route the
first marchers had reached Leinster House
before those at the back had moved
off. Estimates in the Dublin media
put the numbers at various figures from
twelve-to over twenty-thousand, but few
would doubt that these were the usual con-
servative under-statements.

Kildare Street and Molesworth Street
were thronged from end to end in a massive
‘T’ of people, as, with darkness falling, a
group of youths climbed to the top of the
main gates of Leinster House, behind the
garda barrier, and burnt the union jack to
cheers of delight from the crowd.
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Massive Leinster House hunger-strike lobby

Dublin brought to a standstill

BY DAMIEN O’ ROURKE

The meeting outside the gates was chaired
by Fr. Piaras O Duill, chairperson of the Nat-
ional H-Block Committee, and opened by
the committee’s secretary, Christina Carney,
who read a statement addressed to Free
State premier Charles Haughey which was
then handed in to Leinster House, calling for
action from him on the hunger-strike.

Mrs. McKearney, mother of hunger-striker
Tommy McKearney, spoke on behalf of the
prisoners’ ives, thanking the di at
ors for their support, and pledging the supp-
ort of the relatives for ﬂ‘s hunger-strikers, to
the end if necessary.

Neil Blaney, Euro-MP and Leinster House
independent Fianna Fail member, was next
to speak. He said: “We can show to the
members of this institution, behind us here,
that the people of this country are behind
the hunger-strikers and behind the Armagh
women. Politicians have nothing to fear and
a great deal to gain by showing themselves in
favour of those brave men who are now on
the brink of death, and by using the pressure
of this institution can bring home to Maggie
Thatcher that Britain has no right in this
country.” He went on to condemn the

Castlereagh conveyor belt system which has
put the prisoners where they are and urged
each one listening to bring ten more with
them next time they come out on the streets.
Former blanket man Liam Carlin, from
Derry, spoke of the support for the prisoners
he had seen in America, from where he had

. just been deported to London (where he had

spent a further seven days in detention).

A delegate from the International Feder-
ation of Human Rights, Michel Zavarin from
France, pledged the support of his organisat-
ion for the National H-Block Committee.

Pat Fahy of the Irish Independence Party
said that the turnouts on recent rallies have
given the lie, once and for all, that the Irish
people will accept a British solution: “What
Maggie Thatcher is telling the Irish people is
‘I am taking you on, let us see what your
mettle is”. We will give the answer back: ‘the
prisoners’ fight is our fight and we will carry
that fight through to its conclusion”.”

Martha McClelland, from Derry, spoke of
the Armagh women prisoners, outlining the
treatment of Pauline McLaughlin, and re-
minding her listeners that the women were
about to join the hunger-strike with their

seven comrades in the H-Blocks. “Their lives
are in your hands,” she said, “they are de-
pending on,you to organise the Irish nation
on to the streets until their demands are
met.””

A letter from the youngest hunger-striker,
Sean McKenna, addressed to the youth of
the country was read to the meeting by
Liam Connolly, a young member of the
National H-Block Committee.

The final speaker was Bernadette
McAliskey, of the National H-Block Comm-
ittee, who paid tribute to the members of all
the establishment parties who have defied
the wishes of their party leaders and joined
the march and given their support to the
prisoners. “Our prisoners are the symbol of
our determination to continue against all
threats of violence, brutality, torture and

.even death, to continue our rightful struggle

for our national heritage,” she said.

The meeting ended with folk-singer Gerry
Crilly singing Francie Brolly's ‘H-Block Song’,
and an accordion group from Dungannon
playing the moving hymn ‘How great thou
art’, followed by the national anthem.
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Above:

Blaney and Fr. Piaras O Duill; below: a section of the huge crowd outside
Leinster Houss

On the platform, left to right: Martha McClelland, Pat Fahy, Neil
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Damp squib

THE three-hour debate in Leinster
House on the Arms Crisis, resurrected
sftor ten years by the series of Magill®
articles, turned out to be & very damp
squib es it opened on Tuesday night.
If Fine Gael, by raising the issue again,
were hoping to put Fianna Fail st each
other’s throats (snd in perticular at
Charlie Haughey's throat), then they
had made another blunder.

In fact, Jack Lynch, whom ‘Magill’
accused of lying sbout how long he
knew of what was going on, merely

whom it was hoped would go for
Haughey, spoke for thirty seconds in
which he said nothing new. Haughey
himself has no intention of speaking
at all, about his own perjury at his
trial.

The only thing left is the O'Malley
factor. 'Magill’ revealed that Desmond
O’'Malley had met secretly with Haughey,
after Haughey had been charged in
1970. O'Malley was then Minister for
Justice and was pledging total loyalty
to his leader Jack Lynch, In the only
significant piece of his speech Lynch
asserted that he knew nothing of this
meeting.

O’Malley himself is conveniently out
of the country and not thought likely
1o rush back on Wednesday to contribute
10 the debate. In the end the Arms
Crisis story remains as before.

All the Fianna Fail cabinet either
were involved in or knew of the planned
secret importation of arms, and when
it was leaked to Liam Cosgrave, Lynch
picked his two major adversaries, Haughey
and Blaney as scapegoats. The fact
that everyone started lying then and
have continued to do so has been known
for the last ten years. g

Closed dock

WATERFORD docks has been closed
down by pickets in a bizarre industrial
dispute. The pickets have been placed
by casual workers on the dock who are
attempting to be taken on as full-
time employees.

The current agreement on manning
levels at the docks specifiesa permanent
workforce of thirty. Since the agree-
ment, four members of the thirty have
died and three more are on long-term
sick leave. However, instead of these
being replaced by the recruitment of
casual men into the permanent work-
force, the wages of the dead men are
divided amongst the other permanent
men.

The casual workers also face another
problem in that the union at the docks,
the Amalgamated Transport and Gen-
eral Workers Union, will not allow them
to join. The picket, which has stopped
all movement at the docks, was placed
after the employers at the docks failed
to carry through an agreement reached
between all the parties concerned.

Elsewhere in Waterford, five building
sites, belonging to the firm of Brendan
Carmody, are being picketed by the
workforce in protest against the pro-
posed dismissal of two men.

The firm, which has a notoriously
bad industrial relations record, has
been taking on youths from the govern-
ment agency, Manpower, at £20 per
week and is hoping to replace several
more workers with this cheap labour.

The firm is in breach of an agree-
ment with the Irish Transport and
General Workers Union which guarantees

struck to his old timetable. Jim Gibbons,

A NUMBER of survivors of the
Black and Tan War issued a state-
ment last week in support of the
hunger-strikers.

The vetsrans include Tom Maguire,
former TD and O/C of the Second
Western  Division; Tom Kelleher of
Crossbarry  fame; Sile Bean Ui
Dhonnchadha; Maire Comerford; Mai
O Dalaigh; Mrs. Patsy OHagan; Tomas
O Maoileain; Pax O Faolain; Dan
Gleeson, Tipperary; Daniel Gleeson,
Dublin; Sean Dowling; Mortimar and

Blathnaid Ui Rathaille; Eilis Clarke;
Fionan Breatnach; and Fr. Tomas
Breatnach,

Donegal

A capacity audience at an H-Block con-
cert in Ballyshannon on Thursday 13th
November was sddressed by local Sinn
Fein councillor Anthony O‘Malley Daly.

A meeting was held in Lifford on
Wednesday 19th November at which a
local action group was formed. The
committee is:- chair: Liam McElhinney;
secretary: Tommy McGinty; treasurers:
Eamon McNulty and Noel Magee; PRO:
Tony McDaid. In conjunction with the
Donegal county H-Block committee, the
action group has organised a torchlight
procession and meeting for Raphoe on
Friday 5th December.

On Sunday 16th November speakers
from Bundoran and Ballyshannon spoke
at after-mass meetings throughout South
Donegal. The speakers 'included two
local councillors, Joe O’Neill and Gerry
Sheerin, as well as Brendan Magill, Tom
Bannon and Val Wynne. In the after-
noon Michael McMahon of Bundoran
addressed supporters after the Donegal
versus Fermanagh GAA game and the
Finn Harps versus Home Farm soccer
match, both in Ballybofey.

On Saturday 22nd November the
local action group laid on transport to
the Leinster House rally at a nominal
fee. A large contingent travelled to
Dublin from the area.

Dublin

ON Wednesday 19th November, sixty
students at Kevin Street College of Tech-
nology attended an H-Block/Armagh
meeting which was addressed by Paddy
Bolger and Marie Mulholland. A ten-
person action group was formed in the
college following the meeting.

On Thursday, a group including
Bernadette McAliskey, Rose Dugdale,
Paddy Bolger, local councillor Tony

Gregory, and two Belfast dockers met
several hundred Dublin dockers at
Alexandra Basin. The port committee
promised to consider a work-stoppage
in support of the hunger-strikers.

Later in the ' day Bernadette
McAliskey addressed a meeting  of
students outside Trinity College, prior to
a march by almost three hundred
students to Leinster House, where
relatives of the hunger-strikers and of
other blanket men were beginning a
three-day token fast. The march paused
at the office of the Union of Students in
Ireland en route to demand an end to
its silence on the H-Blocks and Armagh.
At Leinster House a short meeting was

of , and in
fact are known to have two major
contracts coming up. P

Unfair
dismissal

WORKERS at Lenihan’s hardware stores
in Dublij @ on strike this week over
the unfair dismissal -of one of their
Long-serving Tony
McDonagh, was dismissed when he
accidently clocked in the card of a
colleague and then his own.
The mistake was discovered four
days later because the card had been
left untouched in the afternoon — an
indication of McDonagh’s innocence,
who has also an unblemished work
record until now.
The Workers Union of Ireland put
a picket on the stores last Saturday
and as a result the Talbot Street store
was closed completely and the three
remaining branches are being staffed by
ion shop staff and
Negotiations between management
and union broke down because manage-
ment were prepared to discuss compen-
sation for McDonagh, (thus admitting
they are in the wrong) but refuse to
discuss reinstatement.

by Joe Stagg.

More than forty relatives of H-Block
and Armagh prisoners took part in_the
three-day fast which culminated in the
mass march on Saturday.

On Thursday a letter was handed in
to Charles Haughey's secretary urging
the Free State premier to speak out in

Above: Relatives of three hunger: 5
protest outside Leinster House on Thursday
the march from Trinity College, Dublin

two hundred young people. Prior to the
meeting there was a march to Leinster
House and back to the Green. Sean
Crowe read a statement to the meeting
from a young blanket man Eugene
McCallion.

Galway

ON Thursday 20th November, the
Society of Irish Playwrights presented
Ulick O’Connor in his ‘One Man Show'
in support of the Galway H-Block
campaign in the ITGWU Hall at Prospect
Hill in the city.

On Sunday evening 23rd November,

a social at the Glynn hotel in Gort,
organised by the local H-Block action
group, was attended by about two hun-
dred people who were addressed by
Kathleen Greene, who has two sons ‘on
the blanket’, former blanket man
Tommy McGinn, local Sinn Fein county
llor Frank Glynn and Ned King

support of the hung ikers’ demands.
The letter was signed by Thomas Green,
brother of Leo; Kevin Hughes, father
of Brendan; and Margaret McKearney,
sister of Tommy; all three of whom took
part in the fast,

On Friday evening the relatives were
joined at Leinster House by four Kerry-
men who had completed a twelve-day
walk from Tralee dressed in blankets.
The four, Eddie Jennings, Martin Ferris,
John\ Kelly and Maurice Prendergast,
were met earlier at Inchicore Bridge, on
the city outskirts, by members of Dublin
South City Action Group who marched
the last few miles with them.

On Saturday morning, a march began
from Dun Laoghaire into the city centre
to join the big march on Leinster House,
and by lunchtime several other groups
were following their local banners on
marches to the start at Parnell Square.

On Sunday afternoon in St. Stephen’s
Green, the Youth against H-Block group
held another of their regular Sunday
meetings which was attended by over

of the local action group.

On Monday 24th November, Galway
county council unanimously passed a
resolution “calling on the British govern-
ment to accede to the five just demands
of the prisoners in Long Kesh and
Armagh,” and also demanding that the
Free State government take action in
support of the demands. The motion was
proposed by the two Sinn Fein councill-
ors Frank Glynn and Paddy Ruane. The
chairman of the county council, a mem-
ber of Fine Gael, officially welcomed
Kathleen Greene and Tommy McGinn,
who were in the public gallery of the
chamber for the meeting.

The same evening Kathleen Greene,
Tommy McGinn and councillor Frank

* Glynn spoke at a meeting in Tuam

attended by almost one hundred people

and chaired by John Flaherty., The

meeting was also addressed by Rose

Dugdale and Patrick Saunderson of the

National H-Block Committee. An
i\ WV B

0th November;

H-Block action group was formed for
the North Galway area.

Kerry

ON Thursday 21st November, several
hundred demonstrators in Tralee march-
ed through torrential rain in support of
the hunger-strikers. Business premises
in the town closed down for one hour
in solidarity with the marchers.

At a meeting afterwards, the march-
ers were addressed by: Paddy Kelly,
secretary of Fenit Labour Party and
chairperson of the ITGWU's offshore
section; Tom Foley of the ‘Sticks’,
who is an urban district councillor and
vice-president of Tralee branch of
ITGWU; Nora Ward, mother of a H-Block
prisoner; and Paddy Bolger of the
National H-Block Committee's trade
union group.

Kildare

AT ameeting on Thursday 13th Novem-
ber in _Newbridge, a local H-Block/
Armagh action group was formed. The
committee are: chair: Frank Lunney;
secretary: Joan McEvoy; treasurer: Miss
Brown; and PRO: local independent
councillor Evelyn Bracken,

The group held two meetings in the
county on Thursday 20th November in
conjunction with the Tralee to Dublin
m_urchers. In the morning a meeting in
Kildare town was addressed by Margaret
McKearney  sister of hunger-striker
Tommy, and by Joe Stagg and Ann
punway of the National H-Block Comm-
ittee,

Margaret McKearney also addressed
the second meeting in Naas that evening,
at which former blanket man Martin
Lawlor also spoke.

Leitrim

FOUR hundred miners and their families
marched  through Drumshambo on
Suncay 24th November to a meeting

i Green and Margaret McKearney —
saikenyic RO s, n;’:lam also on Thursday, students on

which was addressed by
steward Paddy Keasty, who pledged sol-

their shop

idarity with the hunger-strikers and
promised further activity from all the
mines in the area. The meeting was also
addressed by local speakers Joe Gallogly,
Peadar Crisson and local county councill-
ors John Joe McGirl and Joe Mooney.

Offaly

AN H-Block action group has been form-
ed in Tullamore. The committee mem-
bers are: chair: Joe Coughlan; secretary:
Phil Walsh; treasurer: Sean McGee; PRO:
Liam Walsh.

On Friday 21st November, Liam
Walsh chaired a meeting in the town
which was addressed by former blanket
man Martin Lawlor, Mrs Bradley, whose
son is ‘on the blanket’, and Rose
Dugdale.

Tipperary

MEMBERS of the Carrick-on-Suir
H-Block action group attended the
Dublin march on Saturday 22nd Nov-
ember along with a contingent from
Portlaw, Co. Waterford.

The . following day an after-mas
meeting at Grangemockler, Co. Tipp-
erary, was addressed by Jackie Phelan
of the local action group and Eddie
O’Doherty, Sinn Fein local councillor.

Westmeath

AT ameeting held on Sunday 23rd Nov-
ember in St Peter's Square, Athlone,
following noon mass, over one hundred
People listened to: Sinn Fein president
Ruairi © O'Bradaigh; ~Terry Hughes:
brother of hunger-striker Brendan;
former blanket man Tommy McGinni
and mother of two blanket men, Kath*
leen Greene from Belfast.
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HUNGER-STRIKE PROTESTS: NORTH

Leinster Mouss lobby was the lsrgest
wver to trovel over the border for a rally,
during the past twelve years. ‘
Sunday: A contingent of Derry trade
unlonists travelled to Dublin for a trade
union conference on future possible in-
dustrial action In support of the hunger-
strikers. And in South Derry, a four-
thousand-strong crowd, slong with six

T At
VR WA RPN bands, marched from Lavey along 8 one-
IN A b : i end-s-half-mile route to the villegs of -
latant piece of intimidation Gulladuff. The meeting — the biggest yet
RUC and UDR men, on W-dnmi.y' in the South Derry sres — was
19th November, went to Nomes by Kevin Agnew and Liam Haddock
displaying H-Block posters in the (Sinn Fein), and by Mrs. Noone (South
lan Bridge estate in Armagh and Derry/S.W. Antrim RAC), and was chair-
demanded the P aihe ed by John Davey (Sinn Fein).
fromainio ‘”T"h removed Monday: A picket and road blockage
WS, e names and took place on Strand Road for an hour
addresses of those approached (who in the afternoon.
all refused to comply!) were duly Tuesday: Massive traffic disruption
noted. Such acts of harassment was again caused when demonstrators
have now become commonplace. blocked roads for an hour at three points
On Wednesday evening, public meet- in the T
ings were held, in the clabrooms ,':‘ The focal point of the coming week’s
Armagh city, and in Portadown Nihere activity is the march to the Guildhall,
three hundred attended, to plan forth. taking place in Derry on Saturday after-
coming ectivities, and, in Portadown, to PO
Set up an ex-prisoners’ committee.
The following evening, over a thou:
0 IS
and people took part in a torchlight pro- Tyrone
cession in Blackwatertown, which was .
cvwh.rl:*‘dmt;:a vF::nkId :ughle,_M Speakers A magnificent turn-out of almost three
s Y Saro! ngela McKearne thousand le from County Tyron
sister o'lhunger-miku Tommy; T-ru: who lrmlpl::pm lzl(mSllurd::’s :::bb;
?r;-n. sister of hunger-striker Leo; Pat of Leinster House in Dublin, is a sound
FI. IV (IIP); and Liam ‘Hlddo.ckl Tony indication of the level of increasing
ag;-n: %a.rrv th (inn Fein). support for the hungerstrikers in that
g riday, the Armagh hunger- area.
strike committee toured both Armagh On Wednesday evening, November
city and Keady in South Armagh with a the venue of the ceremony having been  19th a crowd estimated by organisers 4
motor av-_lcm urging  support  for shifted from the planned one 4-1 the  as five-thousand-strong marched through
future activities, despite intense harass- leisure centre to the city hall, specifically  the Moy to the family home of hunger-
ment from Brit patrols. And that evening to avoid any protests. Demqnstnmn striker Tommy McKearney, where
!Md :cznd ;onvcigm hour fast 1o be hh;:dﬂd in ::a letter to unionist Lord  speakers included members of the
undertaken by seven people in Armagh yor John Carson. McKearney family.
city began at the H-Block caravan at the In the evening, torchlight processions On Thursday evening, a meeting {
Shambles corner. were held in Twinbrook and in the Ross-  of forty of the total forty-eight clubs
After-mass ’:n‘selingl, on  Sunday nareen area of Andersonstown. in the Ulster Council of the' GAA, at
morning were held outside chapels at A 2 a meeting in Carrickmore, decided that
Tullysarron, Ballymacnab, Granemore Wednesday: An estimated eight hun--  gach, club would send telegrams to F
and Clady; but the highlight of the day dred people marched through the  ,remiers Margaret Thatcher and Charles
in North Armagh was the march in New Lodge district on Wednesday  aughey urging them ‘to create cir-
Armagh city, estimated by the organisers evening, watched by a film crew from ¢ mstances that\will bring to an end
as  four-and-a-half - thousand-strong and the BBC ‘Nationwide’ Pprogramme. ihe tragic H-Block hunger-strike.’
said to be the biggest rally in many Speaking to the crowd about conditions And elsewhere, a four-hundred-strong
years. in Armagh jail and about her repub- o chlight procession took place in
Led by men and women clad in lican comrades, former protest prisoner
blankets, including the seven on token Shirley Devlin, who was released on 1
fast, the procession started from the Monday, broke down, overcome with 4
gaelic pitch at Drumarg (where, at half- erected, and thousands (though as yet emotion. 2
i o Il) of nationalist h hi
time, demonstrators had occupied the  NOt alt) 07 DAUONAT! AT NV ORI Elsewhere in County Antrim, one
pitch during the club championship final " their windows, while there are a num- !
P H-Block displ thousand people took part in a march
between St. John’s, Belfast, and Scots-  Der of permanent ock displays, such
& cots- 7 last Sunday between Waterfoot and
town, County Monaghan, to appeal for 3 the impressive one on the top of a Cushendall 4
support)and made ts‘ways10)the rall high-rise block of flats in the New Lodge, 3 2
ly 3 The focus of activity in the coming
point at Shambles corner. { A m: and mock H-Block cells in most areas i \
. assive A2 few days will be geared towards a massive 1
force of RUC cordoned off all entrance ~ Where daily vigils and token fasts are mobilisation for the march in Belfast this
points to the city centre or Armagh maintained, more often than not by Sunday. L |

jail leading from the nationalist ghetto.)

The rally was chaired by Euge
Casson, and speakers were Joe Austin
(Belfast Sinn Fein); Mrs Josie Nixon,
mother of hunger-striker John; Tony
Fields (Armagh Sinn Fein) and Bernad-
ette  McAliskey (National H-Block
Committee).

An equally impressive march took
place the same day. in the south of the
county. Several thousand people march-
ed the two miles from Creggan to a
rally in Crossmaglen Square, several hun-
dred yards from the local British army
barracks. Paddy Short, chairman of the
local civil rights association, chaired the
meeting organised by the Crossmaglen
hunger-strike committee, and it was
addressed by Danny Morrison (Belfast),
Cyril Toman (Newry) and Bernadette
McAliskey. Most of Crossmaglen turned
out for the rally which was also support-
ed by Crossmaglen Rangers GAC.

youth.

Other activities over the past week in-
clude:

Wednesday 19th November: In the
Short Strand district a packed indoor
meeting took place. Earlier in the after-
noon, two local teenagers were held at
gunpoint by a British army undercover
unit, when they acci y

across a spy-post in a derelict house,
which was apparently being used, in part,
to keep H-Block processions in the area
under surveillance.

Thursday: Again in Short Strand, the
homes of several H-Block activists were
raided in the early hours of the morning,
and one — prominent’RAC member and
delegate to the National H-Block Comm-
ittee — Eilish Carlisle, was arrested and
detained in Castlereagh for two days.

That evening, three torchlight pro-
cessions took place in different areas of
Greater Andersonstown: in Lenadoon,

Sunday’s march from Waterfoot to
Cushendall

place: in the Lower Springfield Road
area where two hundred took part, and
in Turf Lodge where eight hundred took
part. Earlier on, over fifty youths march-
ed around Lenadoon; and in Bally-
murphy two hundred children took part
in a five-mile sponsored walk. Also that
day, seven Ballymurphy ex-prisoners
ended a seven-day fast which had begun
on November 17th.

Monday: One hundred youths picket-

Last Friday, following a meeting of
hunger-strikers’ relatives in Belfast, a
joint statement was issued by them
thanking all those “who have generously
given of their time and energy over
these last few weeks, and have whole-
heartedly supported the five just demands
of our loved ones. J

“It has been a great source of com-
fort to us to see the many thousands
of concerned people in all weathers
walking the streets of villages, towns,
and cities, throughout Ireland and the
world.

“We are conscious that the unity
generated here by the hunger-strike
crosses all political divides: human-
itarians march with politicians, Irish
people with French, American, and
English. It is only this unity which can
ensure that the evils of the H-Blocks
and Armagh are finally exposed and
destroyed.,

i d ed Fort Jericho in Turf Lodge for one > - o5 g
On Mondsy, as part of a series of proajé and lover;A\ Cy : “We appeal (o those political, cul- ; A
nightly estate meetings, a local meating @ torchlight procession took place in - hour, followed by the beginning of 8 rraf and religious leaders who have
was held in Tegnevan estate in Lurgan. prdovne Bty 5 . twenty-four-hour vigil. And in TWin- ingicated privately their support to us, ~MCORTOWN-symbols of defiance
And on Tuesday a torchlight pro- Fridey: orty  demonstrators  brook, H-Block activists accupied the 15 do 5o now publicly. We believe Strabane in west Tyrone, and the follow-

cession into the town centre, took place
in Keady in South Armagh, while in
Lurgan meetings were held in Kilwilkie
estate and at Aghagallon.

Belfast

THE rising concern of the nationalist
people of Belfast was again demonstrat~
ed by a massive exodus from the city of
H-Block supporters, in a fleet of buses,
en route to the lobby of Leinster House
in Dublin on Saturday. And as the con-
dition of the hungerstrikers begins to
move towards a critical stage, it becomes
even mare vital that each mobilisation,
whether for local pickets and torchlight
processions, or for mass rallies, is larger
and more determined than the last.
Throughout Belfast, as in other parts
of the North, nightly Rosaries in dozens
of venues throughout the city are now
an established feature, as are co-ordinat-
ing meetings, of local action committees,
youth action groups and ex-prisoners
committees. Despite escalating threats
and harassment from the Brits and RUC,
many streets now have support banners

picketed inside and outside._ the leisure
centre in Andersonstown where BBC
cameras were present to film activities
in the centre, which waes recently judged
the best of its kind in Britain and the
North.

In line with their customary non-
coverage (and distortion) of most
H-Block protests, the leisure centre
picket received no mention on BBC
news; neither did the fact, ironically but
extremely fittingly, that BBC telephone
switchboards had been seriously dis-
rupted during the entire day by a con-
certed telephone-in campaign against
BBC censorship and bias.

In the evening, an hour-long picket of
Mountpottinger RUC barracks in Short
Strand met with extremely abusive pro-
vocation from the RUC, who — particu-
larly in this tightly-knit community —
appear to be hell-bent on provoking
widespread confrontation in the face of
consistently * peaceful and orderly
demonstrations.

Saturday: Large numbers of buses
left from each nationalist area for the
march and mass lobby of Leinster House
in Dublin.

Sunday: Torchlight processions took

local Housing Executive office for more
than half-an-hour, pasting up posters in-
side before leaving in an orderly fashion.

Tuesday: The award ceremony, offic-
iated at by Lord Mayor John Carson, for
the presentation of the award to the
manager of the Andersonstown Leisure
Centre for the ‘best leisure centre’, was
picketed by H-Block protestors despite
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Belfast Lord Mayor, John Carson,
being presented with a letter from
the Andersonstown hunger-strike
action committee at the City Hall on
Tuesday

that by publicly lending their good
office in support of the demands at
this time they can contribute signif-
icantly to the prevention of even greater
tragedy in the H-Blocks and Armagh.”.
The statement concluded by re-
iterating the prisoners’ five demands.

Derry

THE main ‘thrust of activity in Derry
this week, as elsewhere in the North, has
been on local area meetings designed.to
strengthen action committees, youth
groups and ex-prisoners’ committees.
Efforts have alsp been concentrated on
the putting up of street signs and ensur-
ing a maximum display of window
posters.

Other activities over the past week in-
cluded:

Friday 21st November: A sizable
crowd of demonstrators blocked the
Strand Road in Dermry for one hour in
the afternoon, at five points — thereby
causing massive traffic disruption,

Saturday: The contingent which tr;
elled from Derry to Dublin for

ing “evening seven hundred people
marched through the village of the
Rock. As at all these marches, there
was an intimidatory RUC presence,
but demonstrators resolutely refused
10 be provoked.

On Saturday, fifty-nine buses left
the county for Dublin in an impressive
display of support. On their return,
several huses were stoned as they passed
through the loyalist Mall in Armagh,
and two women needed to be taken
to the South Tyrone hospital in Dun-
gannon, one receiving five head stitches.

However, on Sunday too, large
County Tyrone contingents travelled to
marches in Crossmaglen, County Armagh
and in Armagh city.

In  Loughmacrory on Wednesday
night, an estimated crowd of three
thousand people paraded through the
village centre in a silent procession
where the only sound was the rhythmic
beat of a solitary drum. At a rally in
the village, speakers included Mrs.
Mullan (the mother of a blanket man)
and Fr. McSean, of the Loughmacrory
Smash H-Block Committes., e
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republican circles.

by his appearance and frailty.

The McCartney family, all of
whom are totally behind Raymond
in his prison protest, have con-
sistently suffered heavy British
army harassment throughout the
last decade: their home, first in
Orchard Row on the fringes| of

+ the Bogside, and then in Shantallow
(for the past two years), having
been raided upwards of sixty
times. Raymond, who has prev-
iously been imprisoned on remand
and later interned, is currently
only in the H-Blocks because he is
a Castlereagh brutality victim.

His twenty-two-year-old cousin,
Jim Wray, was shot dead on
Bloody Sunday in 1972 — an
important turning-point for many
Derry people, including Raymond,
in firing their active republican
commitment.

FATHER

Raymond’s father, Liam, aged
55, used to own Derry’s longest-
standing window-cleaning business
founded in 1920 by his grand-
father, But, in 1975, his father —
denied contracts for British
government buildings and other
establishment  premises as a
‘security risk’, and unable owing
to sectarian pressure to continue
to cover Protestant -housing
estates — could no longer main-
tain the small family business, and
now is unemployed.

His father stresses that Ray-
mond is ‘no criminal’ and points
to his good school record, both
educationally and for discipline:
at St. Columba's Long Tower
primary school (where was also an
altar boy); and, after he had
passed the ‘eleven plus’ examin-
ation, at St, Columb’s college,
where he passed seven GCE ‘O’
levels.

His father says: “He is very
intelligent, knows what he is
doing, and never does anything
without weighing it up first. He
told us that he had his mind made
up about the hunger-strike for
twelve months: he programmed
himself to be able to stand up to

e

FAMILY
Raymond’s mother, Elizabeth,
aged 53, is not surprisingly very
upset that her son faces death on
hunger-strike; but she says that in
a similar situation she too would
have felt bound to take such a

Saturday, November 29th, 1980

BY SEAMUS BOYLE

Noted for his pleasant easy-going nature, Raymond is nor-
mally a very alert and aware person, and a dedicated republic-
an, who comes to the forefront in any crisis. Older than his
years, he is the sort of person that someone would go to
with a problem. Known as ‘Raysie’ to his friends, he is a
generous person who would never see anybody stuck; and he
smiles so consistently, that he was known as ‘Smiler’ to
British troops patrolling the Bogside streets.

His family. and friends who saw him on I1TV's ‘World in
Action’ programme on Monday evening were deeply shocked

were never in any trouble.” The
whole family — a close family —
have, however, suffered the
weight of British army harass-
ment,

James — aged 32, and a
married teacher with ‘two child-
ren — has had his home raided;
whilst Liam — aged 31, and a
married  window-cleaner  with
three children — has been arrest-
ed on a number of occasions, and
has been held several times for

— aged 29, an un-
employed joiner and married with
one child — has not only been
arrested and held several times for
three days, and once for seven
days, but was interned from Sept-
ember- 1974 to December 1975
(being amongst the last batch of
internees released) and was held
in remand for nine months in
1978 before a charge against him
was dropped. Noel — aged 28 — is
held fairly frequently for a few
hours and has been held once for
three days.

Helen — aged 22, single, and a
factory worker — is not living at
home at the moment owing to the
intensity of harassment of the
family; she, together with twenty-
year-old Elizabeth, a recently
married factory worker; and six-
teen-year-old . Andrew, still at
school, suffered the most, as
youngsters, from British army

RAYMOND — then aged seven, pictured

after making his first Holy Communion

H-BLOCK HUNGER-STRIKER Raymond McCartney, whose twenty-sixth
b_lrthday is this Saturday, comes from a respected
city of Derry, where he, himself, is also very well thought of, especially in

nationalist family in the"

raids on their home — especially
the regular raids in the early hours
of the morning during 1972 and
1973 when they would have been
aged fourteen, twelve and eight
years, respectively.

GRAND-FATHER
The children’s grand-father on
their  mother's side, James
Gallagher, who died in 1969 at
the age of eighty-two, was a
particularly well-respected mem-
ber of ther I i

ance. in. the ‘Battle of the Bog-

side’. s
The consequen 7
ish troops brought a ‘honeymoon
period of relative, uneasy quiet.
Older people generally accepted
the troops because they saw them
as being a buffer between them
and the RUC; and the fact that
the troops were on the streets was
a sign of defeat for the RUC.

TROOPS

Younger people were more ina

rrival of Brit-

. state of limbo: they certainly did

not welcome the troops, but, init-

ially, neither did they stone them.
Then, slowly, but surely,

through a series of street confront-

y
of Derry, being Catholic electoral
registration agent in the city for
thirty-four years until his retire-
ment. He was also a well-known
local republican, being interned in
1924, and he received an ‘old
IRA’ funeral in 1969.

However, at the start of the
‘troubles’ in  1968/'69, the
McCartney family, like most Cath-

ations nationalist demon-
strators and troops, with the
troops preventing banned march
after banned march from getting
to the Guildhall in the city centre,
people began to see the role of the
troops as little different to that of
the RUC — just that the troops
were more efficient at putting the
people down.

In  June Bernadette

1970,

olic hmilles' in Derry, were Devlin (now McAliskey) was jail-
munc_h|v nationalist rather ghun ed for six months for riotous
republican, (Veteran republ havi the i August

Sean Keenan and his family were
one of the few republican famil-
ies in the city at that time.)

Popular belief was in constit-
utional means to achieve a free
and united Ireland and people
looked to Eddie McAteer, who
was consistently elected to Stor-
mont as Nationalist MP for Foyle
until February 1969.

The civil rights movement and
subsequent loyalist, and then Brit-
ish, armed reaction changed all
that.

CIVIL RIGHTS

The first civil rights march In
Derry city took place on October
5th 1968 when the sectarian RUC
batoned several hundred protest-
ors at Duke Street. That day,
Raymond, just short of his four-
teenth birthday, was with his bro-
thers at a football match and
when they heard about the riot
they naturally went to see what
was happening.

At a defiant several-thousand-
strong repeat of the Duke Street
march, the following month, Ray-
mond and his brothers were pres-
ent from the start; as they were to
be at subsequent civil rights
marches, with Raymond, espec-
ially, later taking an active part in
the defence of the Bogside.

In January 1969, on the final
day of the Belfast to Derry civil
rights march, loyalists, including

‘B’  Specials, attacked the
marchers at Burntollet, a few
miles outside Derry; and when

blood-stained marchers eventually
struggled through to the Guild-
hall Square and mounted the plat-
form, rioting against the RUC
broke out. Later that night, the
RUC, acting as a surging mob of
loyalist hooligans, terrorised the
residents of the Bogside.

Tension mounted through
1969 until the August 12th riots
when Orangemen — the RUC and
Apprentice Boys — attacked the
Bogside,. meeting -effective resist-
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defending the Bogside, and serious

rioting (this time against British
troops) re-started for the first
time since then.

The already strained relation-
ship between the troops and the
nationalist people steadily deter-
jorated — re-inforced by news
from elsewhere, especially Belfast
— culminating with the shooting
dead by the British army of two
unarmed civilians, Seamus Cusack
and Desmond Beattie, in July of
1971, and with internment in
August. (Raymond, by now, was
sixteen years old, nearly seven-

teen.) It was a very dramatic and
traumatic, period in nationalist
Derry.

For the first time ever in the
city the Republican Movement
really began to gather mass supp-
ort and there was such an influx of
young people into the movement

that it could hardly cope with
them.
‘Free Derry’ had become

known by that name after the
successful defence of the Bogside
in August 1969, but it really
became 'Free Derry’ in the form
of concrete barrricades, etc., from
internment day. Before then there
were still very few active repub-
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thers. They were all in the Wrays’
house — their usual place to con-
gregate after a march — when the
news of Jim’s death arrived. They
all cried, and they spent the next
three days in that house, until the
funeral.

Raymond’s father states: “The
biggest impact anything had on
Raymond, | would say, was
‘Bloody Sunday” with his cousin,

JIM_ WRAY, Raymond's cousin
— murdered on Bloody Sunday

young Jim Wray, being shot dead.
They were very close, very great
friends, they went to the same
school together until Raymond

went to college, then, after coll-
ege, they were good friends."”

The Wrays lived near to the
McCartneys, and Raymond’s
mother remembers: “Many a
night Raymond would have slept
at Wrays’, or Jim would have slept
at our house. They were close
cousins, definitely,”

It was a time when the whole
of nationalist Derry — initially
she[l-shocked though they were —
decided that this was the end of
marching: if the Brits wanted to
shoot, then so would they. Every-
body on the march knew that it
Was pure chance that it was
others, and not themselves, shot
dead that day.

ACTIVE

Raymond became an active
republican,

From March 1972 to ‘Operat-
ion Motorman’ at the end of July
(when the ‘Free Derry’ barricades
were removed), was an intense
period notable for numerous
shooting attacks on British sold-
iers and RUC men, and comm-
ercial life in Derry’s city centre
was brought to its knees by the
IRA’s successful bombing cam-
paign.

After ‘Operation Motorman’,
when better known republicans
had to take cover, Raymond
became increasingly prominent.

In October of that year, just
short of his eighteenth birthday
Raymond was arrested in a car
in the Rosemount area, by Brit-
ish soldiers, and was taken to the
old Victoria barracks on the
Strand Road where he was beaten
and made to run the gauntlet.

He was remanded to Belfast's
Crumlin Road jail, and four
months later, in February 1973,
he refused to recognise the court
at his trial and was found guilty of
possession of one round of
ammunition discovered in his shirt
pocket. He was sentenced to six
months’ imprisonment and so
walked free from the court, his
time served.

To evade the possibility of
internment Raymond went ‘on
the run’,

It was a time of many casualties
amongst British troops and Ray-
mond, who was sometimes
stopped by them on the street,
coolly talked his way out of many
tight situations.

Although Raymond well
knew that he could have been sitt-
ing safely in Buncrana, he chose
to stay in his home area. But his
almost daily brushes with British
troops meant that it could only be
a matter of time before he was
arrested or shot.

RAIDED

In October 1973 he was recog-
nised on the street by a British
army intelligence officer, and
after being chased by  troops
through Lisfannon Park in the
heart of the Bogside he was arrest-
ed. He was interned in cage 6,
(in the same cage from which that
month. . fellow - H-Block - hunger-
striker Brendan Hughes escaped in

a dust cart).
It was a difficult time for the
McCartney family. Raymond's

father recalls their victimisation
by the British army: “From Oct-
ober of the previous year, 1972,
the house was raided by the Brits
in the early hours of a Tuesday or
Thursday morning, almost every
week for nearly two years, their
routine hardly varied; and they
would go through all the cup-
boards and drawers, pulling all the
clothes out.

“On Christmas eve, 1973, we
were raided five times during that
evening and it spoilt the family’s
Christrmas, because all the next
day we were expecting 8 knock on
the door.”

Meanwhile Raymond found
that jail never bothered him at all,
and he maintained his usual
spirits — on top of the world, His
brother Gerard, later to be
interned with him, recalls: “/
never saw Raymond having a bad
day, although everybody else
interned always had a bad day of
depression — the big ‘D’ we used
to call it.”

INTERNED
Raymond kept himself busy.
He operated the semaphore flags
from the interned men to the sen-
tenced men; he was good at
leatherwork and handicraft; he
wrote frequent letters; and by the
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fluent in the Irish language.

Like other internees he got up
to pranks. On one occasion he
went round each hut in the cage,
taking down the names of every
man who wanted their mattress
changed, and at a certain time he
told them to take their old matt-
ress outside, It was raining hard
and there were all these men
standing at the cage entrance with
their mattresses over their heads.
Meanwhile Raymond was lying

on his bed laughing and, of
course, there were no new
mattresses.

On another occasion when

Raymond was called for a visit,
a fellow internee threw flour and
sugar over him and he had to go
and get showered and changed
again. Then when that man was
subsequently called for his visit,
Raymond who was perched on
the hut's porch roof, threw slops
around him and he in turn, had to
get changed.

RELEASED
In March 1975, with the IRA/

time he was released he was semi-  British truce in full swing, Ray-

)
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mond was released from intern-
ment. During that summer he
worked as a youth leader with the
Bogside Community Association,
being particularly concerned to
help the youth of the area; a
concern which was reinforced by
his realisation of the importance
combatting the RUC's attempts to
use petty crime amongst young
people as a lever to get back into
the area.

Increasingly politically aware,
Raymond was amongst the first
to realise that the longer the truce
went on, the harder it would be
to get things going again.

In 1976, the truce having coll-
apsed, he was again in the fore-
front of republican activity; and
he actively contributed to deliber-
ately dispelling any negative att-
itudes which were hangovers from
the truce.

ARRESTED

. On February 2nd 1977 the
IRA opened up a new front in
their guerrilla war when they shot
dead Geoffrey Agate, the head of
the American-owned Dupont
factory in Derry. (It was the first
of a series of short-lived attacks
on foreign industrialists, designed
to undermine direct-ruler Mason's
efforts to prop up the six counties’

y
international investment.)

Some hours after the shooting
attack British troops burst into a
house in the Bogside and arrested
Raymond and his friend John
Donnelly, then aged 19.

The pair were taken to Strand
Road barracks; and on the way
Raymond told John: ““/7/ be out
in four hours! | don’t know about
you,” However both were held in
the barracks overnight, detained
under seven day orders,

The next day Raymond, John
and two other arrested Derry men
— Peter Anderson and Hugh
Brady, both then in their early
twenties — were transported to
Castlereagh interrogation centre

where they were systematically
beaten and brutalised by the same
team of RUC men over a period

of several days’ intensive mis-
treatment.
INTERROGATORS
Raymond's interrogators

repeatedly slapped and punched
him around the face and head,
and having previously removed
some of his clothes, threatened
him with throttling while a sheet
was tightened around his neck.
Raymond has recorded: ../
was d'apped about thé faze and
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(CONTINUED FROM CENTRE PAGES)

the back of the head, pushed to
the ground, and kicked and
trampled on.

“At this time | was still naked
and one of them brought me a
white sheet. They would try to
pull and tug at this sheet and one

* grabbed me and tried to choke
me.

“They told me to stand with
my hands by my side and they
would then slap me. Everything |
would deny resulted in me being
slapped, punched, thrown to the
ground, etc....

“One of them would pull my
ears. One of them would always
try the sweet talk and say ‘don’t
do that, we will talk,” but now
and again he would slap me. The
other would fly off the handle
and hit me, and when [ went to
the ground he would kick and
trample me.”

Each time Raymond denied his
involvement in the shooting of
Agate, or in the shooting dead the
previous week of an RUC man in
Derry, he would be beaten.

Eventually exhausted, but not
broken, he initialled a caution and
underlined a compromising state-
ment invented by his interrogators.

DONNELLY

Meanwhile the similarly _brutal
interrogation of John Donnelly
(arrested with  Raymond) was
interrupted when he was taken to
Dundonald hospital to have his
hand X-rayed to gauge the extent
of damage deliberately done to it
by the RUC.

Falls Road doctor, Joe
Hendron, also a prominent SDLP
member, who examined both men
in Castlereagh, stated that John
Donnelly’s case was the worst case
of assault on a prisoner he had
seen. After six months on remand,
charges were withdrawn against
John Donnelly (presumably on
the strength of the medical
reports ‘on  his  Castlereagh
injuries). Of the other two —
Peter Anderson and Hugh Brady
— one had charges against him
dropped after the second day of
his trial, and in the other’s case
the judge ruled before the comm-
encement of his trial that he had
No case to answer.

Ampnesty International’s report
on RUC interrogation, drawn up
in early 1978, records (anony-
mously, but identifiably) Peter
Anderson as brutality victim No.
52, Hugh Brady as victim No.
54 and John Donnelly as victim
No. 55. Raymond McCartney, still
i’ Crumlin Road jail on remand,
was unavailable to be interviewed
by the Amnesty team.

REMAND
Whilst on remand (for nearly
two vyears including his three
month trial), Raymond main-
tained his usual good spirits.

He had short hair then and he
used to dress up, in his best avail-
able clothes, and go into the cell
of a new prisoner, to whom he
would claim that he was a doctor
sent to examine him. Raymond
would proceed to examine the
other prisoner, asking him to
strip, and then would open the
cell door where there woulds be:

2 res_idue 'pl gun powde

Above: a family photograph of the McCartney family more
than fifteen years ago; back row: Liam, Mrs. and Mr. Mo
Cartney, Gerard and Jimmy; front row: Raymond, Helen,
Noel and Elizabeth; inset: a recent picture of Raymond’s

Parents, Liam and Elizabeth.

about ‘twenty faces peering in at
the naked newcomer, much to his
embarrassment.

Another prank that Raymond
played was to convince a new-
comer that there was an escape
on, and that, to assist it, the man

— when returning to his cell at

evening lock-up — should collapse
and pretend he was sick, by moan-
ing and groaning on the ground.
The prisoner did just that for
several ' minutes before realising
that not only were all the other
prisoners continuing to return to
their cells, but they were all
laughing at him.

The Crumlin Road prison
regime’s respect for Raymond,
who was at one time in charge of
the republican remand prisoners
in ‘C'wing, was reflected by the
fact that in the summer of 1978
during a massive series of cell
searches, designed to thwart a
suspected escape attempt, Ray-

mond’s cell was amongst the first .

o be hit.

When a senior prison warder
formally/ reminded Raymond that
it was his duty ‘as a prison officer’
to prevent his escaping, Raymond
sharply retorted that it was his
duty “‘as a prisoner-of-war’ to
attempt to escape,

TRIAL
In September 1978, after more
than nineteen months on remand,
Raymond’s trial commenced, on
charges of shooting Agate and the

RUC man. In the latter case the

only evidence was the forged con-
fession and in the former case the
only additional evidence was
dubious forensic findings — a
on

Raymond’s coat, which, given its
location, was much more likely to
have come from the arresting
soldiers’ weapons than from him
handling a weapon.

The non-jury trial lasted an
almost unprecedented fifty-seven
days.

Raymond gave detailed
evidence of his ill-treatment, so
too did his * fellow brutality
victims on his behalf, identifying
the guilty RUC men in court.

During the trial three infamous
RUC interrogators — McCoubrey,
Bohill and Wilson — who appeared
as prosecution witnesses, were
simultaneously facing, in another
court, -charges of assaulting
another prisoner (Maghera man
Patrick Fullerton, whom they
had beaten in Castlereagh with a
broomstick shaft  the previous
November).

ASSAULTED

Raymond McCartney’s trial
was adjourned on occasion to
enable his RUC interrogators to
attend Newtownards magistrate’s
court in their own defence!

Five RUC men were on trial,
in all, and finding them ‘not
guilty’ the magistrate stated: ““The
guilty escape with the innocent. |
cannot ' allocate any particular
incident to any particular person
and | therefore dismiss the
summons, but | do not doubt that
this man was assaulted,”

The RUC men’s defence was a
denial that any assaults took place.
In Raymond McCartney's case
these: RUC men also denied brut-
alising their victim and claimed
that his authoritatively document-
ed cuts and bruises were self-
inflicted.
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McCartney’s  defence counsel
produced several reliable witnesses
who testified that on the morning
of the Agate shooting he was on
the Derry bus to Magilligan prison
camp to visit a friend.

But, dismissing this evidence
and Raymond's brutality claim,
the judge — after a Christmas
recess — found him quilty of both
shootings and sentenced him to a
recommended minimum term of
twenty-five years’ imprisonment.

Raymond has appealed his con-
victions and sentence, and, if he is
still alive by then, his appeal is
expected to be heard within the
next few months.. (One of Ray-
mond’s interrogators, who brutal-
ised him — McCoubrey — is in fact
the son-in-law of Lord Chicf
Justice Robert Lowry, the man
most likely to hear Raymond's
appeal.) ?

H-BLOCKS

When Raymond first arrived in
the H-Blocks of Long Kesh in
January 1979 he was met by a
notorious  violently  sectarian,
senior prison warder, Davey Long,
who told him that this time he
Was not in an internees’ cage but

*was a criminal and would call him,

Long, ‘Sir’. Raymond replied that
he would call no warder ‘Sir’ and
that he was a republican prisoner-
of-war,

Raymond joined the ‘blanket
protest’ and as a leading
republican in H5-Block he receiv-
ed his share of harassment. Only
about three weeks before the
hunger-strike he got a beating
from the warders, but he was
never one to complain to his
parents or others about prison

conditions or harassment.

Johm Donnelly, theryoung man

i m he was arrested, now
::gmd ;t;,, nd Raymond’s long-
standing friend of twelve years
ml”arha minute that mysell and
others of his friends and family
heard that there Was going to be
a hunger-strike involying  one
‘blanket man” from each area,
we knew right away that the man
from Derry would be ‘ﬁlymondm
He is o very determined person
and unless they do get pqlmal
status he won't falter in the
hunger-strike, and will stay on it
till death. There’s no way he will
give into the Brits.”

ANIMALS

Raymond told his parents that
the way he views the hunger-
strike is like this:

“We are treated like animals;
we are living like animals; and you
— coming up to visit us — are a{so
treated like animals. Something
must be done so that we can be
treated like human beings. 2

“For the past two years this
hunger-strike has been on the
cards, and it has been put off by
people saying ‘we’ll do this and
we’ll do that’. Now everything has
been tried.”

During a visit a couple of
weeks ago, although Raymond
had physically got very much
weaker, his spirits and morale
were still high: he even teased his
brother (married a year and a half,
and still to get a home) that the
‘blanket men’ should add a sixth
demand, to get him a home; and
he noted that Tottenham Hotspur,
the soccer team which he
supports, had coincidentally done
well since the hunger-strike" had
started.

RESPONDED

Leading Derry republican,
Martin McGuinness, aged 30, who
has known Raymond since 1972,
praises the positive way in which
the nationalist people of Derry
have responded to the hunger-
strike; stresses the need for, at this
stage, massive peaceful street
protests; but points out that more
pressure needs to be urgently put
on the SDLP and the Catholic
church to take a firm stand on the
side of the prisoners.

He says: “The hunger-strike
has certainly brought everything
to a head... During the Wednesday
‘day of action” and march a
fortnight ago, the people of Derry

in their th ds —
workplaces and schools stopped,
all over. It was a very heartening
experience. |t was proof that the
people of Derry have sympathy
for the prisoners.””

The need for peaceful protests
stems not only from the need to
maximise the number of people
on the streets, butfromthe need to
keep up the maximum pressure on
the SDLP and the Catholic church
— they must be given no excuse
to back-slide.

Martin stresses: '“We must
demand that councillors and
churchmen take a stand: if they
are i that the pri:
are right then they should be out
on the streets... At the moment
there is an ill-wind blowing up
against the SDLP and the Catholic
Church” And it will not ‘die
down until both take a firm
stand on the side of the pris-
oners.

. Despite Raymond’s appall-
ing physical condition, his
spirit and determination
remain  sound, as was
evidenced by the interview
with him (after eighteen
days on hunger-strike)
broadcast on television on
Monday evening. And his
family remain proud of him
and steadfast in their stand
behind him, whilst angry
at the British injustice, in-
humanity and intransigence
Wwhich has brought him to his
Present phight. :




Americ
THE New York state ssembly hag
a motion calling on “the
British to cede the rightful demangs
of these [rish men and women ¢, be
recognised as political prisopers
thereby bringing an end to the
hunger-strike without loss of life.”
Copies of the resolution are to pe
sent to the British consulate, the
New York governor and the hunger-
strikers.

So far three state assemblies — New
York, Massachusetts and California —
representing @ total of fiftyeight million
people, have passed such resolutions, At—
a press conference in the New York state
gssembly building on Tuesday 25th Noy.
ember, former ‘blanket man’ Fra McCann

former Armagh protest Prisoner
Rose McAllister accepted the resolution
on behalf of the prisoners.

The Ancient Order of Hibernians,
which is the largest Irish-American
urwl'l“‘i"" in the United States, and
the New York Brehon Law Society,
comprising attorneys, law professors and
law students, have both passed resolut-
jons demanding that the British govern-
ment give political status to the prison.
ers.

The American Indian Movement have
pledged their support for the prisoners in
the H-Blocks and Armagh.

Thousands of demonstrators marched
in eighteen major cities across the United
States, last Saturday, in the second day
of national demonstrations called by
Irish Northern Aid. The demonstrations
were well supported by other ethnic
minorities, city councillors, iournalists,
jurists and trade union leaders.

Four United States congressmen —
Biaggi, Gilman, Fish and Wolf — have
written to the US ambassador at the
United Nations urging that that body be-
come involved in finding a solution to
the hunger-strike.

Britain
rit
LONDON

A NEW film, ‘H-Block hunger-strike’
(available through The Other Cinema:
01 — 734 — 8508), is now being exten-
sively shown in the build up to a nation-
al demonstration which is being held in
London on December 7th. Meanwhile,
public meetings, street activity and
church leaflettings continue.

On Monday 17th November, the
Labour Committee on lIreland held a
joint public meeting about the hunger-
strike with the journal ‘Socialist Organ-
iser”. The meeting was held in Dalston
in east London, and was addressed by
Westminster MP Emie Roberts.

Two days later, the Brentford and
liseworth constituency Labour Party in
west London passed a motion in support
of the prisoners.

.On both. Wednesday and Thursday
evenings, pickets were held outside
Rochester Row police station in solidar-
ity with former ‘blanket man’ Liam
Carlin, being held by the police after
being deported via London from the
USA.

On Saturday evening, a press confer-
ence in support of the prisoners was
given by Massachusetts state represent-
ative Marie Howe, who is the assistant
majority leader of the Massachusetts
House of Representatives and who was
in London — en route to Belfast —
following the government's
refusal of her to visit the
H-Blocks.

And last Monday, November 24th,
the new H-Blgok film on the hunger-
strike was shown to seventy people at a
meeting organised by the South London
hungerstrike action committee; the
meeting was addressed by speakers from
Sinn Fein and the National Union of
Teachers.

" A slightly unusual development in
London last week came when two
political dissidents from Eastern Europe
who are exiled in Britain, Rudolf Bahro
from  East Germany, and Zhores
Medvédev “from the Soviet Union,
criticised the British government's treat-
ment of republican political prisoners.
In a statement, Bahro said: ““The methods
used by the British government in
Northern Ireland against its political
Opponents are qualitatively worse as
far as’brutality and injustice are con-
cerned, than - those adopted by any

request

other state jn Europe against its
opposition.
BIRMINGHAM

Two more trade union branches have
recently passed motions about the treat-
meht of political prisoners in the six
counties. The Birmingham district exec-
utive committee of the National Union
of Gold, Silver and Allied Trades (NUG

Picketers at the gateway of the British embassy in the French capital city of Paris. Subsequently, after the arrest of seventeen pickets,

a twenty-four hour armed police guard has been mounted on the building similar to the heavily - protected Israeli embassy.

group’s  call for the prisoners’ five
demands to be granted; and the Long-
bridge (British Leyland) 2nd 171 LE
AUEW branch are calling for an indep-
gndunl, international enquiry into repub-
lican prisoners’ demand for political
status.  Other resolutions are going
through trade union branches shortly,
some calling for affiliation to the local
action group which is already support-
ed by the local polytechnic students’
union; the Indian Workers' Association;
the  Sparkhill Labour Party branch;
UCATT No. 5 branch; and the social
services branch of NUPE.

In  addition to more than fifty
locally prominent councillors, trade
union officials and community workers
who have signed a letter supporting the
five demands, other recent signatories
include some academics and David Edgar
an author and TV playwright well
known for his anti-fascist views.

COVENTRY
The executive of Coventry Trades
Council has come out in support of the
five demands, in response to a call from
the Coventry hunger-strike action comm-
ittee. Many other trade unionists and

academics in Coventry have followed
suit,

SHEFFIELD

One hundred and sixty people
attended a meeting on Thursday,
20th November, organised by the
local Charter ‘80 branch and address-
ed by Eilish Green, sister of hunger-
striker Leo; and by Westminster MP
Joan Maynard.

The following day Eilish® Green
travelled to London to give interviews
to several socialist newspapers and to the
London radio station, LBC,

SUSSEX
At a meeting held by one hundred
and thirty Iranian and Turkish students
at Sussex University, on Thursday 20th
November, the students decided to join
— through the Iranian students’ society
— with the local Troops Out Movement
branch in setting up a hungerstrike
action committee, after they had
watched the new hunger-strike film, and

the film ‘Behind the Wire’.

WALES
The National Union of Students in
Wales have passed a motion in support
of the prisoners’ five demands, at their
recent annual conference.

Canada

FORMER ‘blanket man’ Raymond
Crane has received widespread coverage
in the media on his tour of Canada. So
far he has addressed meetings in Toronto,

Quebec and Montreal and is at present .

ing the east coast area.
mws“aral organisations around the
country have endorsed the prisoners’ de-
mands. They include the Centre for

SAT) has passed a sgpporling
the Birmingham™ hunger-strike action

&

1 Workers Solidarity, v\fhich

the Communist Workers Party, the New
Democratic Party, the Arab Student Ass-
ociation, International  Socialists,
Committee on South Africa, end prom-
inent individuals: Professor Noumoff of
McGill University and playwright David
Fennario.

Toronto picket

Denmark

THE Communist Workers Party of Den-
mark has issued a statement in Copen-
hagen calling for political status for the
prisoners and condemning the British
government’s “attempts to criminalise
the just struggle of the Irish people”.

The European H-Block/Armagh dele-
gation of former ‘blanket man’ Kieran
Nugent, former Armagh protest prisoner
Maureen Gibson, and Sinn Fein trade
unionist Dave Farrell are due in Den-
mark next week.

Finland

THE Finnish League for Human Rights
and Freedom has expressed support for
the hungerstrikers and their demands. A
spokesman for the league has said they
will do all in their power to spread infor-
mation and put pressure on other organ-
isations in Finland to'give suppart.

France

MORE than two thousand people
attended a meeting in Paris on Wednes-
day 19th November, organised by the
revolutionary group, OC). The meeting
was addressed by former ‘blanket man*
Dessie McCallion and other speakers
included lawyers and political activists,
Messages of support were read out from
several organisations, including the
French teachers union.

i human

from the French army, who are serving
prison sentences have expressed solid-
arity with the seven hunger-strikers.

Germany

KIERAN Nugent, Maureen Gibson and
Dave Farrell began a six city tour of
West Germany on Friday 21st November.
Much groundwork had been done by the
West German solidarity groups. The dele-
gation visited Bochim, Frankfurt, Heidel-
berg, Berlin, Hamburg and Bremen.

At a meeting in Frankfurt, attended
by nearly five hundred people, the dele-
gation received the support of seven cul-
tural, political and trade union bodies.
The tour received widespread coverage
from the German media.

On Wednesday 26th November sever-
al H-Block/Armagh protestors occupied
the British Airways office in Frankfurt,
stopping all business for several hours, to
draw attention to the hungerstrike..

Holland

A TOTAL of ninety-five political, cultur-
al, humanitarian and trade union organis-
ations signed the international H-Block
petition in Holland.

The European delegation of Kieran
Nugent, Maureen Gibson, and Dave
Farrell, attended a press conference in
Amsterdam on Monday 17th November,
which was covered by two nationwide
television services. Maureen Gibson was
interviewed for a woman’s radio pro-
gramme. In the evening Kieran Nugent
and Dave Farrell addressed a meeting at
the Institute of Social Studies organised
by Third World students.

On Tuesday 18th November, the
delegation met the Dutch section of the
World Council of Churches, who promis-
ed to raise the hungerstrike at their
i { meeting on D 1st,
and write to the British government ex-
pressing concern. The delegation also
met the Dutch section of Pax Christie,
whose international committee has al-
ready expressed support for the five de-
mands.

The Dutch H-Block Committee have
been holding regular meetings, pickets,
and lobbies, as well as producing posters,
leaflets and badges. On Saturday 22nd
November they placed an advert in a
leading newspaper signed by all supp-
g organisations, and this week were
received by the Foreign Affairs Comm-
ission of the Dutch parliament.

NewZealand

SUPPORT for the hungerstrikers has
come from several organisations and
individuals in New Zealand including:

rights groups, elected at the meeting
went to the British Embassy the follow-
ing day and met the political secretary
who refused to answer any questions.
E\iqh}gen .mnmhn?us objectors
‘ s
R
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Trades Council; Auckland

Public Service Association; Dave Morgan,

national president of the Seaman’s

Union; J. Whimp, general secretary of

Equity; and J. Hawk, leader of the

Land Rights League.
o

Norway

A broadly-based H-Block Action Comm-
ittee has been set up in Norway, which
includes the three Irish solidarity organ-
isations and six political organisations,
the Left Socialist Party, the Socialist
Youth League, the Workers Communist
Party and its youth section, the youth
section of the Communist Party of Nor-
way and the youth section of the present

“governmeqt party. The feminist move-

ment in Norway has also backed the pris-
oners’ demands.

Portugal

SINCE the arrival of the H-Block/Armagh
delegation of former Armagh protest
prisoner  Eileen McConville and Sinn
Fein Foreign Affairs Bureau representa-
tive Richard Behal in Portugal, on Friday

“ 21st November, the hunger-strike has re-

ceived extensive coverage in the media in
spite of the current presidential
campaign.

On the day of, their arrival the dele-
gation met the Portuguese Human Rights
League, the Portuguese Peace Council
and the Portuguese Democratic Move-
ment, who have members of parliament.
All have backed the five demands.

On Saturday 22nd November, General
Otelo, one of the presidential candidates,
met the delegation and signed the inter-
national petition.

On Monday 24th November, the
Women's Democratic Movement. declar-
ed their support and pledged themselves
to work particularly on behalf of the
Armagh women. The same day, the dele-
gation was received at the Palace of
Justice by the public attorneys’ trade
union, who also gave their support.

On Tuesday 25th November, the del-
egation met the most powerful trade
union in Portugal, the CGTP, whose
executive assured the delrgation of their
full support for the hungerstrikers. The
same day the delegation was received in
the Portuguese parliament by the Social-
ist Party and the Communist Party parl-
iamentary groups, and the Union of Left
Social Democrats. All expressed support
for the five demands and promised to
raise the hunger-strike in the parliament.

Spain
BEFORE going~ to Portugal, Eileen
McConville and Richard Behal were in
Spain, where they continued their tour
last week, meeting the powerful Spanish
Human Rights League on Thursday 20th
November. The league’s committee is to
call at the British Embasdy in Madrid to
deliver a strong protest about the prison-
ers’ conditions.

Later that day the delgation met the
Socialist Party of Spain, who are strong-
ly represented in the Spanish parliament
and who pledged support for the hunger-
strikers, s oo . Yaienie T

o
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Situation
defused

;0:;46 Kesh prisoner Seamus
ullan, of Lisnacreagh, Gar-
vagh, County Derry, remains
seriously ill in the military
wing of i“Boifuu Musgrave

He ended his fifty-eight day
hunger-strike last Saturday, his
" twenty-sixth birthday, after learn-
ing that his lawyers were lodging
appeal papers with the British
House of Lords’ Judicial Committee
this week.

Seamus Mullan has continually
protested his innocence of a black-
mail charge on which he was
jailed for ten years in May of this
year. He spent seventy-two days
on hunger-strike  immediately
following his conviction, ending
it only when he obtained an appeal
date. But when his appeal was
dismissed, in September, he began
his second hunger-strike.

Last Fridsy a Belfast appeal court
turned down an application to have his
case héard by the House of Lords, but
granted a certificate to his lawyers allow-
ing them to take the case to the House
of Lords® Judicial Committee for leave
0 appeal against his conviction.

This unusual decision was taken, so
Lord Chief Justice Lowry claimed,
‘because a point of law of general public
importance was involved’; but more
likely it was to defuse what the British
government saw as a potentially ex-
plosive situation. The death of Seamus
Mullan on hunger-strike would have
drastically raised the temperature of the
steadily mounting H-Block protest cam-
Paign — a prospect which the British
obviously feared.

Reports
blocked

AIDAN PENDER, editor of*
the ‘Irish Independent’, has

given orders that H-Block

protests are henceforth not

to be published in the paper.

Since this instruction, the

only H-Block news in the

paper has been reports or

ill-informed ' articles of an

anti-hunger-strike nature.

On Monday last there was no
mention whatsoever in the paper
of Saturday’s major Leinster House
march (of ‘which both the ¥rish
Press” and ‘Irish_ Times’ carried
reports and photographs).

Meanwhile the National H-Block
Committee has lodged a formal
complaint with RTE’s Broadcast-
ing Complaints Commission about
the Today Tonight” current affairs
programme. . In a letter to the
commission, dated November' 18th,
they specifically complain about a
pragramme, transmitted on'October
29th, which did not conform with
RTE’s supposed = statutory ~ob-
ligations . of objectivity and im-
partiality.

The panel on this particular pro-
gramme consisted of spokesmen for the
Northern lIreland Office, the Official
Unionist Party and the Alliance Party,
and the presenter made no particular
attempt to inject some balance into the
programme. The committee point out
that in_subsequent broadcasts on the
same issue there was no attempt to
redress the balance.

Indeed, RTE’s idea of ‘balance’ on
the H-Block issue was graphically illu-
strated as recently as last Monday,
when former BBC man Barry Cowan
interviewed Kathleen Green, mother of
hunger-strikerLeo, and the widow of an
RUC inspector, for whose alleged shoot-
ing Leo was sentenced by a Diplock
court. Cowan subjected Mrs. Green to
a gloating insensitive interrogatian about
her son’s former alleged actions and his
present position.

On the other hand, the RUC man’s
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' Successful American tour -

DERRY EX-PRISONER RETURNS HOME VIA AMERICAN AND BRITISH PRISONS —!

BY TERESA O'DWYER

LIAM Carlin, the twenty-
three - year - old former
blanket man from
Creggan, was back home
in Derry this week at
the end of a successful
tour of the United States
publicising the H-Block
and Armagh issues.

Liam Carlin was released
from the H-Blocks last March
having served three years and
two months ‘on-the blanket’.
Fourth eldest in a family of
thirteen children, Liam entered
Long Kesh a few weeks after
one of - his brothers had
left the prison.

ARREST

He began his tour of America
in August this year, a tour which
ended on_Saturday 8th November
in Pittsburg where he was arrested
as he arrived at a major demon-
stration in support of the hunger-
strikers.

Following his "arrest he was
held at the Algemanie county
prison — one of the most vicious
prisons in America — for five
days until a federal judge directed
that he be deported to Dublin
having entered the country illegally.
(Liam Carlin“was immediately re-
placed by former Armagh protestor
Rose McAllister, who entered the
United States illegally within
twenty-four hours to continue the
publicity work.)

Liam Carlin was_in fact put on
a plane to Lordon instead of
Dublin by immigration officials.
On his arrival there two Special
Branch men with guns in hand
rushed on the plane and arrested
him" under the Prevention of
Terrorism Act, He was denied
access to a solicitor and refused
permission to contact his mother.
After seven days of frequent
interrogation he was excluded from
Britain.

When Liam Carlin arrived in
the United States in August, two
former ‘blanket men’ — Fra Mc
Cann and Kieran Nugent — were
already there, "and with “them he
attended meetings in New York.
Following Kieran Nugent's arrest
on August 28th, Liam went on to
Washington where he did a half-
hour live interview on the national
‘Panorama’ television programme.
As he left the studio, reporters
from the highly-influential ‘Wash-
ington Post” and ‘Chicago Post’
newspapers interviewed him.

Going on to Philadelphia, Liam
gave further interviews and helped
set up Irish POW committees
(affiliated to Irish Northern Aid).
“These”, he says, “spread like
wildfire, especially among the
young ones”, and he left behind
a set of these committees along
the itinerary  of his tour along

i A
LIAM CARLIN — speaking at the mass rally outside Leinster House last Saturday

the East Coast, in the Mid-West
and on the West Coast.

EVIDENCE

Evidence of the success of
these committees has been the
protests staged across the United
States in support of the hunger-
strikers. Liam Carlin points out
that prior to the formation of
the committees work had mainly
been fund-raising. He stresses that
the tours of the former prisoners
have been for publicity not fund-
raising, and each has left behind
trade unionists, students, clergy-
men, city councillors and a host
of others working in support of
the hunger-strikers.

His tour went on to Cleveland,
Milwaulkee, St. Louis, Kansas City,
New York and Chicago. In Chicago
he did a four-hour television
interview which was extremely

successful and the studio was
inundated with phone-calls after-
wards.

IMPRESSION

Liam Carlin’s impression of the
American public was that they
were slow to get interested in the
H-Block issue, but once their
attention was caught they were
eager for more information. Those,
who he spoke to, were very aware
that until then they had only been
hearing the British version of
events.

He recalls one television inter-
view in Detroit where there was a
telephone ring-in section on which
the British consul refused to appear
with him. Instead the consul
foolishly sent in a statement,
which Liam was able to cut to
pieces. After the interview the
station was flooded with phone-
calls for three days from people
supporting Liam and wishing to
meet him.

INTERVIEWED

During his two weeks in San
Francisco Liam was interviewed by
all the newspapers, spoke at several
colleges and*was interviewed by
a television station which sent a
crew from Sacramento, as well
as a Spanish - speaking television
programme. Whilst he was there
the Californian State Legislature
passed a resolution supporting
political status and recognising the
bravery of the men on the blanket
protest.

The State Legislature of Mas-
sachusetts also passed a similar
resolution and went one step
further awarding both Liam Carlin
and Fra McCann official citations.
Fra McCann was in Massachusetts
to collect both of the awards.
They were given “in recognition of
your heroic stand in suffering over
three years of torture and degra-
dation at the British — controlled
H-Block of Long Kesh prison for
the cause of civil rights for all the
people of Ireland.””

After his twelve week tour of
America, followed by twelve days
in American and British prisons,
Liam Carlin arrived back in Dub-
lin in time to speak at the massive
Leinster House rally and continue
the campaign on behalf of the
H-Block and Armagh prisoners.

Stailc ocrais sna Blocanna H

BAS NO BEATHA na stailceoiri ocrais is orainne ata sé ag brath
anois. Ni féidir gniomhaiocht ar'a son a chur ar an méar fhada a
thuilleadh. Is ionann gach Ia ar an stailc ocrais agus dochar don
chorp nach féidir a leigheas go deo.

Ta na hargéintf cloiste againn go
Iéir. Ar nd6igh ta leithéid Fitt/
FitzGerald/Scally againn ag tabhairt
tacajochta do rialtas na Breataine.
Ach bhi an tuairim sin acu riamh.
Bhi sGil lena leithéid uathu mar

“féachann siad ar stailc ocrais mar

ionsaf ar riail Shasanasa tir seo.

Aon duine a sheasann le neamh-
spleachas na u’re, le daonnacht agus
leis an ceart caithfidh s& a it a
thogail leis na stailceoiri ocrais. Ma
chasann td do ‘dhroin leo ta SG ag
casadh do dhroin le do dhichas
agus leis an ceart chun Eireannach a
thabhairt ort féin.

DUCHAS -
Prlosunalgh chogaldh is ea na
10 work sna H. Ta

widow, who herself
for the RUC, was allowed to answer
every question with a sickeningly hypo-
critical piece of bible-belt Christianity,
whilst no_effort at all was made to ask
her to explain the notorious activities
of the RUC colleagues of_hersell and
her late husband.

cogadh ar sidl sna S& Chon(ae agus
admhaionn gach taobh €& sin.
Cogadh ar son neamhspleachas na
hEireann is ea &. Niar mhaithe len
féin atd na fir agus na mnd i
bpriosGn ach ar mhaithe leis an
‘pobal ar fad. el b

id d
'l

hic

faoi

ea e troid i’ gcoinne an ansmacht
agus_ap cur faoi chois. Ta saigh-
dum Oglaigh na hEireann sa traid-
isiin sin. T4 siad ag leandint Tone,
Emmett, na hElreannalgh OQa na
Finini agus fir agus mna 1916. Bhi
-muintir na Sé Chontae faoi chois
leis na céad!ha bliain agus i rith an
ama sin nior stopadh den iarracht
chun férsal Shasana @ chur amach
as an dtir seo.

Deireann an seanfhocal go mbris-
eann an diichas trée’ shmlibh an chait
agus is fior r 90 bhfuil sé de dhiichas
ionainn gra a thabhairt don saoirse.
Ddirt an Piarsach go maith & nuair
a ‘diirt sé nach’ mbeidh sfochain
riamh in Eirinn a fhad is atd Eire
faio smacht.

Ma fheachann tu ort fein mar
cuid den traidisiun sin na cas do
dhroim ar na stailceoiri ocrais.

DAONNACHT
Ta' ne fir san Blocanna H agus na
mna in Ard Mhaca ag maireachtail

0

chammollacha nach qccnm

eddfai madra futhu.
maireachtail 15 i ndiaidh lae ina
mdn agus ina cach fein. Ta siad 3
mbuaileadh agus 4 mbascadh agus
nil rud ar bith spa cillini mar-bhia
don intinn.

T4 siad ag

Ta drochbhia a fhail acu | agus nil
cead acu a geillini a fhagall chun
Iuthalocht ar bith a fhail. Ta gach
iarracht 3 dhéanamh ag Gdarais an
phriostin spiorad na bhfear pluid a
bhriseadh.

Ma sheasann t le gnathdaonach-
“ta na cas do dhroin ar na stail-
ceoir{ ocrais.

‘Sé dearcadh Shasana na nach
bhfuil siad chun genlleadh dos na
stailceoiri ocrais. Mar a ddirt.rdnai
ambasadéir na Breataine in Amster-
dam, “ is_cuma linn mar gheall ar
bheatha E|reanna|gh " Sin tuairim
na Sasanaigh agus tri do chitinas t3
tl ag comhoibril Ieo

Tég seasamh “anois. Bf ar na
sraideanna ag Iéirsici. Mas féidir leat,
tog do chomhoxbmhe amach ar
stailc leathlea ag tact le héileamh

na stailceoiri ocrais. Caithfimid
gach bealach a thriaill chun a

geearta_ d'fhail dos na st

LE TOMAS O SE

Cuireadh an brat seo ar foluain 6s
chainn Cholfiste na TrfonSide i mBaile
Alha Cliath ag an mairsedl ar an Satharn
s.ocaﬂu
ocrais.

Seas leis an
daosnnacht agus an ceart.
dosn stallceom o:rals

dJchas, an
Beatha
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MY MIND is full of H-B|
McLaughlin and the-seve
the history of hungerstrikers hq
men spoken in such low, mean, ¢

ocks, Ar
n hunger-strikers. Never in

magh jail, Pauline

Ve so-called Irish-

s | Ryie:
tones: Gerry Fitt, Garret FitzGa s Bro-British

Napier, all in one voice with En
the lron Lady, Margaret Thatch,

In her speech the latter said
there could be no political
status for murderers and other
criminals. Let us look for a
moment at the names and
titles given by England to Irish
patriots down the centuries,
Those who did not kiss the
hem of their gowns or lick
their boots in the twelfth, thir-
teenth and fourteenthcenturies
were put to the sword and
fire, and banished out into the
wilderness as the wild uncivil-
ised and murdering Irish.

At the invasion of Wexford, in
1169, the English were not content
in_killing the Irish defenders, over
one thousand men and ‘women,
they then beheaded each corpse
and laid the heads in circles at the
feet of their chiefs,

Waterford was next. An English
historian tells us:-

“The English on their first
arrival had swept the cattle from
the surrounding country and had
placed them in an outer enclosure
of their camp. Confined within a
small circle and mad with terror at
the fierce shouts of the Irish who
were thrown into confusion by
cattle and the English won the
battle after they had made a fierce
and terrible slaughter of the Irish,
Over a thousand Irish were killed
and beheaded.

“This triumph of the English
was blotted with an unnecessary
and cruel act of vengeance. Seventy
citizens of - Waterford “had been
captured and it was decided to
obtain large ransom for their free-
dom, Instead, the English decided
that there was a way to strike terror
into the Irish.

“The seventy citizens were
hurried to the summit of a rock and
then, after their arms and legs
were deliberately  broken,
were cast headlong into the sea.”

TERRORIST

Itis no wonder the English make
great use of the word ‘terrorist’,
because it was the English who
coined it, the English who practised
it in every generation of Irish hist-
ory. Strike terror into the Irish, slay
them by sword, arrow, fire or
water, break their arms and legs and
fling them into the sea. Terror and
the sword. And so the English
terrorists won the day.

Dublin was next. Amid great
slaughter the city was taken, the
citizens were driven out of their
homes and the city of Dublin was
given over to the men and women
of Bristol,

For thirty-nine years the Bristol-
e€ans were afraid to go outside the
walls of Dublin. Then in 1209 they
decided to go for a picnic to Cullen-
swood, Ranelagh. The wild lIrish
came in from the hill and adopted
the English terror policy and
slaughtered the lot of them.~

_ ‘Black Easter Monday’ the Eng-
lish called it, and held a service
* ®very year for seven hundred years
10 mark the day. We are supposed
10 forget the past, but it is alright
or the English to remember; and
they used Black Easter Monday
9 ‘as another excuse -to sally:

they -

erald and Oljver
sland’s queen and
er. 3
forth to drive terror into the Irish,

CROPPIES

In 1798 the terror wa i
7 th 2
cap: Irishmen’s h A e

P:. eads sha

boiling-hot pitch-caps v;?e::::
down on the scalps — the croppies.
3 In Dublin, at Sarsfield's Quay
lies the Croppies’ Hole, where count-'
!ess U_nited Irishmen are buried
including Matthew Tone, Wolfe:

Tone's brother and Ba
C ? rthol
Teeling. Most of s

€ f these men were
Pitch-capped and then executed.
Sheep graze, and the Free State
army play soccer, over these sacred
graves, During the famine, when the
Enghsh almost starved the Irish
nation to death, the Croppies’ Hole
Was used as a soup kitchen,

k In every Dublin graveyard we
find famine graves, and in Mount
Jerome the grave of Thomas Davis,
theA Young lIreland leader, is just
beside the famine plot. The Young

Irelanders were ‘the felons of our
land’.

FELON
To England, the word ‘felon”
meant a terrible person: a terrorist,
a thug, a murderer all wrapped up
In one —a ‘felon’. But the lIrish
bards - answered back and flung
ridicule on England’s name: - ‘We

love them yet we ne'er forget, the
felons of our land.”

In Fenian days, the word felon
was used again, and the Fenians too
had their own Gerry Fitt, Garret
FitzGerald, and Oliver Napier:
Bishop Moriarty who said that hell
was not hot enough, nor eternity
long enough, for the Fenians.

1916, Easter week, was — in
England’s words — Dublin’s black-
est day. Were they still thinking of
‘Black Easter Monday’, 12097

In Black and Tan days the IRA
were  ‘terrorists’, ‘thugs’ and
‘murderers’. We know where they
got the word ‘terrorists’; from the
terror the English - started in
Wexford and Waterford and Dublin
in the twelfth century.

THUG

The word ‘thug’ came from the
thugee in India, the Indian free-
dom fighters who met English terr-
or with Indian terror until they
won their freedom. The English are
50 thick and stupid that today they
show us films of the Zulu wars, the
Indian wars, the Sudan wars, omitt-
ing all the English terror and
murder and showing the brave
stand by the English Redcoats.

When will we see an English film
of the so-called gallant English
soldiers in 1798 in Ireland or of
1916. Wait for it: the BBC have
made a series of films — ‘Ireland a
history’. These will be worth watch-
ing. .
It will be interesting to see how
the English can justify all their
terror, murder, slaughter, starvat-
ion of the Irish nation for over
eight hundred years. There must be

‘In 1798 the terror was the pitch-cap; Irishmen’s heads
shaved and boiling-hot pitch-caps pressed\ down on the

scalps —- the croppies*

WHATS ON

HUNGER-STRIKE PROTESTS

FUND-RAISING SOCIAL
Folk and pop music
8 p.m. Friday 28th Novernber
Martin Forsythe Club
TURF LODGE
Belfest
Admission 70p
Z RALLY
4 8 p.m. Saturday 29th November

SR

Co. Meath.
Speakers: An tAthair Piaras O'Duill
end Councillor Dermot Forde

FAST & RALLY
2.30 p.m. Saturday 29th November
NEWBRIDGE
Co. Kildare
A token fast will be held in the town
from9a.m.to 9p.m.

By Eamonn
L/\(\(‘Jc Thomais

N

SRR

in ‘these films to hurt
England’s so-called pride. Remem-
ber all the fuss and all the bans on
the Carrickmore film. °
England only shows what it

nothing

PUBLIC MEETING
2 30 p.m. Saturday 29th November
Outside ‘Bottom of the Hill* pub
Finglas z
DUBLIN
Followed by march through estates.

RELAY WALK
DONEGAL TO DUBLIN
Depearts Ballyshannon

9 a.m. Sunday 30th November
Transport available for walkers to take
them to points of assembly, enquiries to:
Old Barracks, Ballyshannon or O‘Neill’s,
Ocean Bar, Bundoran.

PUBLIC MEETINGS EN ROUTE

SLIGO:

R

suits. [t will never tell the true
Zulu story, the true Indian story,
the true Sudan story, nor the true
Irish story.

CREAM

Despite all that has been said
and written by England and the Z
gutter press, the seven hunger-
strikers, the men ‘on the blanket’,
the women in Armagh jail, are the
cream of young Irish manhood and
womanhood; patriots and idealists
of the finest kind in the word;
Volunteers, unpaid, unrewarded, no
self-gain.

Can Garret FitzGerald show me
one man or one woman in Fine
Gael who gave time, money, free-
dom and even life itself for their
organisation without asking for -
or getting one penny reward? Can
Charlie Haughey show me one man Zj

S

9 p.m. Sunday 30th November
CARRICK-ON-SHANNON:
8 p.m. Monday 1st December
LONGFORD:

R

8 p.m. Tuesday 2nd December
LLINGAR:
8 p.m. Wednesday 3rd December

KILCOCK:
8 p.m. Thursday 4th December
LUCAN:
8 p.m. Friday 5th December
JOIN MARCH TO BRITISH EMBASSY:
Saturday 6th December

FUND-RAISING FOLK NIGHT
Thursday 4th December

NCE via Swiss Cottage 7.30 p.m.
entered politics?

| remember well the day Garret
FitzGerald announced he was-enter-

TORCHLIGHT MARCH
8p.m. Thursday 4th December

£ !
or woman in Fianna Fail? Can i Holmpatrick Hotel
Frank Cluskey show me one in the i %:Egkl:ﬁf
Labour Party? Can Gerry Fitt deny 3 Fomriru'Ch':kty Mo
that his pocket was well-lined with™ Bus from Parnell 745 i
money - since the first day he = SqumeZs ?m.ﬂom
RS
'3'
ke

: i ) Municipal Gallery
ing politics.. “/ always told my

wife,” said FitzGerald, “that  the = i e
day | became forty .years of age, | %}

would take up politics.” Forty
years of age, Mr. Fi ? By
the age of forty years republicans
have given almost three-quarters of

Organised by
Youth Against H-Block/Armagh

< MARCH & RALLY
~ 8p.m. Friday 6th December

a life-time of unpaid service to Ire- 3 APHOE
land and Ireland’s -cause of Gozboneoal
freedom. 3 PUBLIC MEETING

ON ARMAGH

DEAD X
Gk 8 p.m. Friday 5th Decembe
November is the month of the 33 e M:,?:,z,‘ Hou;um e
dead, the month of holy souls. Rep- S DUBLIN
ublican memories for November, 3| Speakers: Rose Dugdale, Bernadette
from Wolfe Tone, the Manchester | McAliskey and Nell McCafferty.
Martyrs, to Kevin Barry and Fr.
Griffin, whose body was found in & - _ COBHBUSTO DUBLIN
a Galway bog after a Black and Tan & FOR Zﬂ:ﬁcsmti::ﬁ“m
arrest, in a long litany of names. B Leaves 8 a.m.
Another long litany starts in i GPO

1922, in Kilmainham jail, and this Q COBH
year ends with the death of Bob g\ Fare £3 return
Mullally in the streets of Newbridge -
walking in an H-Block hunger- Zp:TSli?uE':LSGThADRecc:mNr
strike protest. Bob Mullally, who ity Collsge
gave a life-time of unpaid sgrvice to DUBLIN

Ireland, was one of the finest and
truest Irishmen | have ever known.
Hunger-strikes bring to mind
many names of those who made the
supreme sacrifice, from Terence
MacSwiney to Frank Stagg. But

March to join march to British Embassy.

MARCH & RALLY
4 p.m. Saturday 13th December 4
BALLYSHANNON
Co. Donegal

who remembers the name of David
Fleming, the Kerryman, who went
on hunger-strike for political treat-
ment in Crumlin Road jail in 19467

In prison for the previous four
years, Fleming had been subjected
to every form of torture and indig-
nity. He was, as he himself
described it, “kicked from one end
of the prison to the other.” In a
long drawn-out battle the Northern
authorities, taking their cue from
deValera, declared he would not be
released or given political treat-
ment. So was the unity of the
Empire preserved.

David Fleming did not die on
hunger-strike, instead he was driven
insane. Years later he used to go
back to Belfast jail seeking admiss-
ion to finish his hunger-strike, His
mental torture only ceased when he
died frm{l drowning. el s
< 'y { e )

COMHAIRLE CUIGE LAIGHEAN
Annual General Meeting
Sunday 30th November
i West County Hotel
& DUBLIN
3] Two delegates for each cumann and
% comhairle ceantair to attend. Observers

: SINN FEIN
§
n

%] welcome.

SOCIAL EVENING
8 p.m. Sunday 30th November
No. 5 Blessington Street
3 DUBLIN
3| Organised by the Prisoners Welfare
&{ Action Group in aid of the children's
{ Christmas party. Adm. 50p.

CHRISTMAS PARTY
For the children of prisoners
3 p.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday 14th December
No. 5 Blessington Street
DUBLIN
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The funeral of
Bob Mullally

VETERAN republican, Bob Mullally,

draped coffin, flanked by
@ guard of honour, was followed by a
large crowd of moumers to the local
cemetery where wreaths were laid on
behalf of Sinn Fein and local organ-
isstions. Bab's close comrade, Frank
Driver, laid a wreath on behalf of the
leadership of the Republican Move-
ment.,
Bob Mullally’s sudden death came
as @ shock to his comrades and many
friends. He died in the main street of
Newbridge a few minutes after march-
ing through the town with the Tralee
to Dublin H-Block marchers..

Daithi O Conaill, vice-president of

Sinn Fein, delivered a short oration at
the graveside. He spoke of the life and
work of Bob Mullally and high esteem
in which he was held by everyone.

A vote of sympathy was passed by
the Coiste Seasta of Sinn Fein at its
meeting last Monday.

MULLALLY, The Newbridge H-Block
Action Committee extend deepest sym-
pathy to the relatives and friends of Bob
Mullally who dled whilst taking part In
an H-Block march on Thursday 20th
Novemi
MULLALLV. Tnl n." of *An Phoblacht/
Republican ee

pathy to, th

Newbridge, who died suddenly on Thurs-
day 20th November. | measc laochra na
nGael go ralbh a anam.

Dulhed MR M beady Thllomg
DR WATER NS N
Mttty Thd S
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H-BLOCK RECORD

‘H-BLOCK’ — a long playing record
album (also available on cassette)
festuring poetry, music and song in
support of political prisoners’ rights
in Long Kesh and Armagh women'’s
jail features artists: Francie Brolly,
Noel Hill, Donal Lunny, Christy Moore,
Brien Ua Baoil, Mick Hanley, Matt
Molloy, Tony Linane, Declan Sinnott,
Dan Dowd and Stephen Ray.

The album — price £4 plus postage
and packaging — is available from all
leading record stores, and is also avail-
able from the Craft Shop, 44 Parnell
Square, Dublin and the Art Shop, 53
Falls Road, Belfast.

THANKS

THE H-BLOCK APPEAL FUND wish to
thank Des Whitiey, Glasgow, for his
generous donation of £55.

THE H-BLOCK APPEAL FUND wish
1o acknowledge the receipt of £100 from
the republican prisoners In Portlaoise
Jall via Mary O'Keefe, Portarlington.

AN CUMANN CABHRACH
DONATIONS

DONATIONS to An Cumann Cabhrach,
the prisoners dependants fund, should be
sent, along with name and address for
receipt, to: Mrs. Barrett, Treasurer, Cen-
tral Committee, An Cumann Cabhrach,

|

All lettors should be sddressed
Dublin.

Republican News, 51/53 Falls Road, Belfast or 44 Parnell Square,

to the Editor — An Phoblacht/

making our annual
‘Aonach na Nollag’

for

appeal
which will be held in Dublin’s
Mansion House on December 5th,

6th and 7th, As funds are
urgently needed we are request-
ing your help to ensure that this
year's sale is the greatest yet.

Cash gifts, vouchers, and items
for the, following type of stalls
will be most welcome: toys,
groceries/cakes, fruit, vegetables,*
plants, books, clothes, white
elephant, minerals etc. (Only new
clothes will be accepted.) G

Christmas is just around the
corner again. Already prepar-
ations have begun. Streets and
shop windows will light up. Food
and drink are being stored. Child-
ren are writing to Santa. Excite-
ment fills the air.

In the midst of this activity let
us through our Christian charity
remember the innocent victims
whose fathers are being held in
jails at home and abroad. These
children, like all others, will
write their letters, but only with
your help can we in' An Cumann
Cabhrach ensure them the little
things that may help them over
the sad absence of their dads.

Goods may be sent to:

An Cumann Cabhrach,

44 Parnell Square,

Dublin 1.

PS. By contacting the secretary nl
the Dubfin Committee (telephone
314941),  arrangements  for
collection in the Dublin area and
where possible elsewhere, can be
arranged.

Reagan’s
victory

A chara,

What does Reagan’s victory in
the US Presidential elections
mean for the world? Not much
perhaps — just one face replacing
another — but it’s an object lesson
in how the ‘free West’ is ruled.

The governments of the ‘free
West’ spend five hundred billion
dollars annually, defending what
they choose to call the ‘freedom
and democracy’ of Western
capitalism.

The razzamatazz of majorettes

less government expenditure (i.e.
further cuts in social services) or
higher income tax (i.e. lower

pay). That is the lesson, for work- %

ing people, of ‘democracy’ under
capitalism: heads you lose, tails |
winl

But Reagan’s victory is also a
warning to millions of people
throughout the world fighting to
exist in their own land. It is
speculated that guns will now
come to the RUC, after Carter’s
administration — under pressure
— at least paid lip-service to
human rights by curtailing arms
supplies to these state terrorists.

And on a broader front,
Reagan’s electioneering deliber-
ately sought to revive cold war
hysteria — the ‘need to stand up
to the enemies of the Free World®
— which, translated, means a
determination to crush people’s
liberation struggles against imper-

ialism — especially American
imperialism — wherever they
oceur.

In our own time, America has
perpetrated the dropping of the
atom bomb, on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki. Make no mistake:
Reagan’s appointees are ready to
do it again in defence of the
‘freedom’ of ‘Western

@

.
A chara,
To call Gerry Fitt the bigg-
Z

RS

est turncoat in Irish hlnovy
is, in my opinion, to give an
awful lot of credibility to the
% so-called ‘Republican Clubs’.
§ However, Gerry Fitt will have
# the dishonourable distinction
# of being noted as the most
dishonest political opportunist
% in Irish history.

Fitt’s assertion that he
supported political status in 1972
simply because he thought that
‘the violence’ would suddenly end
is a ludicrous lie. He was well
aware that in 1972the Republican
Movement in Belfast commanded
as much support as he and his
%% party did. Therefore, if Fitt had
not supported political status it
could very well have sounded the
death knell for both him and his
party in Belfast.

From before the ill-fated six-
county Assembly opportunism
has been a strong trait of Gerry
Fitt. It was opportunism which
caused him to act the Judas
on the people over the ‘rent and
rates’ issue."

Ever since he fell victim to
opportunism Fitt has been a most
deliberately dishonest person. His
dishonesty over the past six or
seven years has been so much that
it would be

'-.V\

%:

GERRY FITT
— dishonest opportunist

they saw him on television with
the blood streaming down his
face, caused by the baton of one

for him to support POW status,
for the granting of it would dis-
credit his stance on the national
question.

Fitt has now put himself into
a position where he feels obliged
to join the Reverends Paisley and
Bradford in attacking Cardinal
O Fiaich. Unlike Fitt, Cardina!
O Fiaich puts very little value on
material benefits. He is motivated
mainly by pastoral and spiritual
reasons as well as being genuinely

Kissinger will almost certainly be
a central part of the new admin-
istration, and it was he who per-
sonally authorised B-52 bombing
and napalm attacks on the civilian
population of North Vietnam
during the last three months of
war against _the victorious Viet
Cong.

In effect, Reaaan has declared

RONALD REAGAN
— incoming US president

war on people struggling against
regimes of horror in American
puppet states and in its ‘sphere
of influence’ throughout the
world; the Phillipines, South
Korea, Chile, Brazil, Israel, EI
Salvador.... the list is almost end-
less.

The ~lesson for struggling
peoples everywhere, is, as Che
Guevara said: ‘it is the business of
the revolutionary to create many
more Vietnams.” Ireland — placed
in the heartland of the Anglo-
American imperialist alliance — is
engaged to the forefront of that
revolutionary struggle.

and 'Reagan’ teeshirts sold a
44, Parnell Square, Dublin 1. Iti-mill B —

package, and bought for all

hang S Iti-mill

sinecure. But where was the

Anyone interested in joining Sinn
Fein should contact their local
cumann; head office at 44 Parnell.
Square, Dublin; 51/53 Falls Road,
Belfast; or 15, Cable Street, Derry.

1 am interested in becoming a member
of Sinn Féin -

NAME .

ADDRESS

choice for the electorate: for free
medical health, for jobs, for
schooling — in the ghetto areas of
New York,Chicago,Washington...?

Where was the choice for the
blacks: between Reagan — an
associate of the Ku Klux Klan —
and Carter — who worshipped in a
‘Whites only” church before his
election?

And where have we seen this
before? (In the British elections?
At the Fianna Fail ard fheis?) No
choices: just the salesmanship of
unfulfillable promises.

For the fifty-two per cent of
the US electorate who bothered
o vote between Carter and

_Reagan, it was a 'choice’ between

A d: will
not quench our spirit, nor our
resolve to rule our own land and
aid others to achieve their just
struggles for liberation, to bring
about a final end of Western-
style democracy’ and the Hiro-
shimas that uphold it.

Kathleen Dwyer,

Dublin.

A chara,

Ag cruinnid Dé Domhnaigh
s'chuaigh thart i mBeal Feirste
théinig eagraisi’ éagsula Gaeilge le
chéile le grupa agdide, inambeadh

Gaelgeoiri 'amhain a. ', bhunu.
Troidfidh an_grupa Ar son.stadas

ned for the long: well-
being of the whole of the Irish
people,

Gerry Fitt’s concern is now
largely restricted to his own long-
term material welfare. This, how-
ever, is not really surprising. As
the: six-county state is a corrupt

of the ‘B’ Specials?

No, of course not. Things have
changed since then.

Gerry Fitt is now a well-paid
well-fed respectable politician,
not only warmly praised in that
mother of parliaments, West-
minster, but he is also now highly
praised by stalwart loyalists like
Orange Order leader Reverend
Martin Smyth and other bigots.
No longer do we have the Special
Powers Act: it has been replaced
by the Emergency Provisions Act.
Nor do we have the ‘B’ Specials:
they are now called the UDR; and
the RUC now wear green
uniforms,

One thing has not changed,
however. That is, that all these
new powers and new uniforms all
serve the same basic purpose: to

and illogical political
ion created by Britain, it follows
that a certain degree of corrupt-
ion will rub off on those who
actively participate in it.

| wonder if it ever occurs to
Gerry Fitt to think how many of
the young men and - women
languishing in the filth holes of
H-Block and Armagh were but
young children when, in 1968,

and the
nationalist working-class people in
the six-counties.

Yes, Gerry, you can fool some
of the people, some of the time,
but you can‘t fool all of the
people, all of the time — as | am
sure you will ultimately find out.

Dermot Finnegan,

Derrybeg,

Newry.

A chars,

After the party he had found-
od rejected him, and after the
men he had nurtured and trained
in political wiles proved how well
he had tutored them by using »
sly trick to oust him, Gerry Fitt
seemed to disappear into a well-
deserved oblivion.

But not so indeed! The oid
warrior springs back on to the
front pages with a blood-curdling
speech that must have turned
Bradford and Paisley green with
envy, Fitt says that the hunger-
strikers are not prisoners-of-war
because war has not been declared.
Yet, walk down the street in any
town, or along any country road,
see the British army in full
camouflaged battle-dress and arm-
oured cars, call to mind intern-
ment, ‘Operation Motorman’, the
H-Block conveyor belt and SAS
undercover gangs, and that state
of war, declared or not, is only
100 obvious.

Fitt gives as an excuse for his
outrageous statement, his concern
to 'keep his conscience clear’.
What sort of conscience is it that
is in opposition to the Cardinal
and Primate of the Catholic
Church to which we presume he
still_belongs. Cardinal O Fiaich’s
and Bishop Daly’s opinion of his
conscience was given in a joint
public statement in which they
forthrightly called his statement
‘lies’.

We may be amused or amazed
or disillusioned or disgusted by
this ‘tale of sound and fury, sign-
ifying nothing’, but there is a trag-
side to it. The chief actor — Fitt
— and the rest of the cast of this
foolish farce are the very people
who should be giving help and
succour to the defenceless in this
dark hour, instead of wasting time
in stupid outbursts of futile con-
tentions. The forces of evil and
injustice ranged around us are
not divided but stand solidly
together.

Yet there is a good side also to
the disgracefulness of Fitt’s state-
ment.

The downtrodden and fargott-
en people of the ghettos and from
the hillsides, now on the march
on roads and by-ways and city
streets, are beginning to realise
who is on their side and who are
false friends. The time for oily
tongues and hypocrisy is past. He
who is not for us is against us.

J. Donaghy, ’

County Tyrone.

polaitidfla do na Gaeil atd ar agéid
in Ard Mhacha agus i mBloc-H,
it a bhfuil an Ghaeilg ina gnnh-
theanga cumarsiide ag bunds na
bhfear.

Ina chéad raiteas poibli’
geallann an grdpa _dr tacaiocht
don Chairdeanal O Fiaich agus
don Easbog O Dilaigh ina n-
larrachtal le fadhbh Bloc-H a
reiteach.

Sa rfiteas céanna cdineann
‘Gaeil Bhéal Feiriste’ tuairiscail
michruinn an BBC ar an mhér-
shiul i mBaile Atha Cliath Dé
Sathairn. Creideann siad go bhfuil
5@ inleithsceal ag an BBC an slua
mdr a mheas mar 4,000 agus gur
sampla eile an tuairisc seo de
chlaonadh an BBC ar cheist na
mBloc H.

Driarr urlabhrai ar son Gaeil
Bheéal Feirste ar Ghaelgeoiri uile
na cathrach siul taobh thiar de
bhratach an ghrdpa Gir ag an
mhorshiul’ in  &adan Bhloc-H
i mB&al Feirste_ Dé Domhnaigh
seo chugainn.

irtin Mac a’ Mhuilteora,
o.C.P.,
Gaeil Bhéal Feirste.

Gastieblayney
itinerants

A chara,
Lo With

ceference 1o the letter

from Castleblayney Sinn _ Fein,
regarding the  situation of
itinerants in the town, which was
printed in An_ Phoblacht/
Republican News, August 30th,
‘independent republican’ coun-
cillor Patsy McGinn (Chairman of
Castleblayney  Urban  District
Council) stated at a recent council
meeting that AP/RN had printed
an y letter

for the future were announced by
Fonduireacht an Phiarsaigh (The
Pearse Foundation).

The main event of the evening
was the presentation of Gradam
an Phiarsaigh to Eamonn de
Barra, President of Fonduireacht
an Phiarsaigh, who was a close

him on his stance on the
itinerants. He also made a sugg-
estion that the letter was not
signed by the PRO of Sinn Fein.

| would ljke it to be known
that the letter referred to wes
agreed to by all members of our
cumann and was then signed by
myself, the PRO. It followed a
decision by cumann members that
it was Sinn Fein policy to have a
halt setupinthe Castleblayney area
for the itinerants.

John Green Sinn Fein cumann
Castleblayney, Co. Monaghan.

Pearse

Foundation

A chara,

At a special press conference
held in Dublin on Monday 10th
November (the 101st anniversary
of the birth of Padraig Pearse) plans

personal friend of the Pearse
family, and was in fact

in having Scoil
Eanna handed over the the
nation.

Prizewinners in the art / essay
| poetry competition who came
from various parts of the country
including Tipperary, Cork, Offaly,

Dublin

and
presented with their prizes.
The bilingual evening included

Carlow, were

poetry and prose readings by
Colaiste Eoin/losagain, all Irish
Secondary Schools in_ Stillorgan
Co. Dublin; a drama group from
Ros Muc in Connemara where
Pearse received so much of his
inspiration; . and music and
dancing by Comhaltas Ceoltoirt
Eireann.

Blathnaid O'Bradaigh,

Runaf Naisiinta,

Comdradh An Phiarsaigh,

96, Sr. Talbdid,

Baile Atha Cliath-1.




LE DEAsUN BREATNACH

Two thousapg

OIMHIN Mac Cathmhaoil, the veteran R N
f:v,' told me a story the other day of SPUBE

can from the county
man on a lonely boreen in the co

how a Britj i
unty Tyrone (please ooy Jier stopped a

fashion from America of calling it Tyre-own but mhavd‘?'::r?::n;h“ i

The soldier asked the man what he
was doing in such an out of the way
place and the man is reported to have
replied something like this: "You have
peen here for only six months but we
have been here for two thousand years.

It was 8 splendid example of ddchas,
an Irish word difficult to translate into

English because it means so much:
instinct, the sense of belonging, identity,
sense of fulfillment that goes with
2 full sense of tradition, and a lot more.
The oldey spelling is a help to the
meaning - duthchas -and the older |rish
English dictionary, that of Pédraig
Us Duinnin, heas this explanation:
nature; Inna intrinsic or ingrained
quality; instinct, natural bent, heredity;
ancestral stock or estate; one's home
estate, district or country; and among
many {llustrations of the use of the word
in Irish he gives the proverb, ‘is treise

diiches nd oilidint’ (instinct is stronger *

than educstion).

But even at that, the word is barely
explored, for it is similar in being so
difficult to define as the Arabic word
salasm or the Hebrew word shalom
(which, very superficially, mean ‘peace’
but which have as great a dimension as
the English word, ‘well’).

ORIGINS

There are a number of Irish words,
the origins of which go back two thous-
snd, perhaps more, years, which have
the root ddth—, such as dithach: natur-
al, inborn, due, home, native;déthajgh:
one's native land or locality, a
country, countryside, district, estate,
land, the general population of a
district, @ great number, (we are still
with an tAthair Us Duinnfn); ddthcha:
natural qualities; ddthracht: desire (early
Irish), earnestness, assiduity, devotion,
zeal, good will, best wishes, a kindness, a
tip, a luck penny, an extra given through
friendship or favouritism; and dich-
rachtach:  diligent, zealous, earnest,
fervent, kind.

That should go some of the way to
explain what we .are about in these
articles which we are writing around the
word du'chu, which, perhaps, expresses.
best what exactly the eight-hundred-
yearold struggle against the trouble-
makers from the neighbouring island is
all about. We want to live our life our
way, and to recover what has been
stolen, returning to our roots.

G CADHAIN
That is why Méirtfh § Cadhain, who

MAIRT) O CADHAIN
— novelist and scholar
died ten years 2go, said:

_"/s an  Gheeilge athghabhéil na
hEireann agus is athghabh&il na hEireann
sldnG na Gaeilge, Is [ teanga na muintire
:’ ';hlina’: an mhuintir. An 4it is tréine ab

ishlén in aghaidh an rachmais, in aghaidh
na héagdra, ar son pa bhfann agus na
/mbocht, blodh féinne  Ghaeilge an
Choirnéil le feice§il agus leas dhd bhaint
s anois ndr shamhlaigh an Cojrnéal
ariamh.,.”

A rough translation: “The Irish lan-
guage is the reconquest of Ireland and
the reconquest of Ireland is the saving of
the Irish language, It is the language of
the people which will save the people.

‘That place where the challenge
against wealth, against injustice, for the
weak and the poor is strongest, let the
finne of the Coronel be seen and use
made of it now that was never imagined
by the Coronel...”

CORONEL'

The Coronel's f§inne is the Fiinne
“Nua, which, when worn, indicates that
the wearer knows and wants to use Irish.
The Coronel is Coronel NEill of
‘Comhdhsil Nfisitinta na Gaeilge, a mem-
ber of the clann of the Munster U{ N&ill
(U N&ill Dubh) who are also to be found
in Jerez de la Frontera, Andalucfa,
Spain.

There, indeed, lives the direct des-
cendant of the man who defended
Cluain Meala successfully against Crom-
well. The Jerez Uf Néill are as conscious
of their dfichas as the man the British
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Jears

soldier stopped on the lonely boreen.

There is this difference, that the
ancestors of the man the British stopped
decided to remain in Ireland and fight
with whatever weapon lay to hand, while
the others skipped |t.

‘Ulster for soldiers’ (‘Leinster for
beef’) - part of an old rann. The
O Neill clann have been famous for

iwo thousand years es solders, gen-
erols, edministrators, patriots, and
maybe for much longer, for they trace
their ancestry back to Adam and Eve,
They have been prominent in every Irish
rising against the imperial enemy.

TYRONE

Tyrone, is a clumsy attempt at writ-
ing in an English way the Irish words Tir
Eoghain, the land of Eoghan, the far off
king who gave his name to a dynasty,
that of the Eoghanacht, a branch of
which ruled Ireland always up to the
time of the upstart Brian of the Dfil
oCais.

The name G Néill became so synon-
Ymous with rebellion that, for a while,
the imperialist enemy bannea its use and
threatened all who defied that ban with
death (they acted similarly against a
Scottish surname which was of Eogh-
anacht origin). They failed though it is
sad to hear Irish people bending some-
what to the imperialist will when they
say ‘Okneel’ instead of ‘Onail’ ( an
approximation of the correct and trad-
itional Irish pronunciation).

The O Néill ruled in Tyrone, ruled in
Connacht, ruled in Cashel, ruled in south
Armagh; and in south Armagh, in Ur
Chill an Chreagdin is one of their burial
places. 2

It was very much in the ddchas spirit
that a poet spent a night’s vigil by their
bones and wrote his aisling (or vision
poem) in defiance of the clann that
spawned Johnston of the Fews, It was
the poets who kept diichas — and hope
of the resurrection of Ireland — in the
hearts of the people.

The man who reminded the British
soldier of his lease in Tyrone, and who
mentioned the two thousand years of
occupation, was very much part of the
traditiong! Irish mind, as this verse from
Aogén' O Rathaille (1670-1729) illust-
rates:

Stadfadsa feasta: is gar dam fag gan

mbhoill

& treascradh dreagain Leamhan, Léin

is laoi;

rachadsa a haithle searc na laoch

don chill,

na flatha f3 raibh mo shean roimh

éag do Chrlost.

| —ONE SINGLE MAN=

PR LOT N AP

«
BRAOY, Jonn; CARR, James. (8tn Anniversary). 176 roud and ipving memory of
T et ot Hopetaser THD BT ASS nic Lacchrs na nGest 90
whils on active servica on November £

raibh namacha. Always remembered by thelr friends and comrades in the
Derry Brigage, s
CRAWFORD; FOX. (5th Anniversary). In proud and loving memory of my twe
comrades, Volunteer Laura Crewlord, Cumann na mesn, and Volontssr Paui
Fox, Oglalgh na h-Elreann, who were o

Focabbng '91975 In Belfast. Mary Queen of the Gael pray for the reposs of their
souls. Always remembered by Danny.

! Nortn
EY, Michael (9th y). The E o
g:‘n?.?n member w‘lih pride Vol. Michasl Crossey who was :au-sm::nm-;n;:
seryice on November 22nd 1971. Thug s a snhaol ar son soirse
h-Elreann.
DUFFY, Patsy. (2nd Anniversary). In proud and loving memory ::‘r:r:.r;‘ulm:::
Patsy, killed In action on November 24th 1978. ‘Lay him -'"t:' Tee e
along with the brave and the bold; Inscribe his name on the ro X o % loghen
of purest gold’. Gone but not forgotten by his wife Mbira, Raymond, .
rtina and Margarita.
g\‘n‘wv,’ Patsy. v(zmx Anniversary). In proud and loving m-vr\'o:; ol:‘::"'l.t:
Patsy, killed In action on November 24th 1978, ‘While Ireland hol i thope privess
Iraiand unfre shall never be at peace’. Son Patrick, Donna and grandson P e
DUFFY, Patsy. (2nd Anniversary). In proud and loving memory of r“ym’ he
Patsy, killed while unarmed. Sadly missed by his daughter Mary, Raymo

randson Martin. Mary Queen of the Gael, pray for him
BUFFY, Patsy. (2nd. Anniversary). It séems llke yestorday, we heard the news,
" on, our memorles last. It Is Ihloughduudoﬂoﬂl'gc
Mand, a democr;
republicans like Patsy that we will endure to bulld our fres Ireland,
“oclalist republic. Always remembered and sadly missed by Martha and Brian.

and though life moves

DUFFY, Patrick. (2nd Anniversary). In

Patrick Dufty (Derry) killed on active sarvice. Always remembered by Harry

Lynn (Portlaclise).

FOX. (5th Annlversary). In proud and loving memory of Vol. Paul Fox, 2nd
Battallon, Beifast Brigade, IRA, who was killed on

1st 1975. Fondly remembered by Sandra
MARLEY, Michael. (7th Anniversary).
Michael Mariey, Belfast Brigade Na Flan
1973. “Lay him

friends and comrad
MARLEY, Michael. (7th Anniversary).

Michael Marley ‘D° Company, 2nd Battallon, Belfast Brigade, who was killed
while on active service on November 24th 1973. Mary Queen of Ireland pray for
ed always by the Lower Falls Commemoration Committee,

him. Rememb:
Belfast.

MORGAN, Desmond. (7th Apniversary) In proud and loving memory of Vol.
- glalgh na h-Elreann, Coalisland, who died on NovemBer 26th

Dessle Morgan,
1973. |
frlends and

ay on the hiliside, along with the brave and the bold

In the Belfast Brigade, Na Flanna Eireann.

proud and loving memory of Volunteer

active service on December
and Kevin.

In proud and loving memory of Flan
na Eireann, who died on November 24th
; engrave
Iways remembered by his

In proud and loving memory of Flan

in the

measc Laochra na nGael go ralbh a anam. Always remembered by his
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BIRTHDAY
GREBTINGS

CONNOLLY, John. (H4-Block). Greet-
Ings John on your birthday. Victory to
the seven hunger-strikers and to the
blanket men and women In Armagh.
From your mother, father and all the
famlly. Also from Pat and Maureen,
Des and Marle and the Austin family.
LAFFERTY, John. (H4-Block). Happy
20th birthday on November 24th.
Thinking and praying for you every
day. God bless you. From your loving
Bridle, brothers Martin, Paul
and Joseph (Cage 12).,
MORAN, John. (H5-Block). Happy 23rd
birthday, John. “Our meeting times are
seldom, our writing times are few, but
not a day begins or ends without a
thought of you.” All my love, Frances.
MORAN, John. (H5-Block).- Birthday
greetings, John. “I only know that | love
mine and long again to, see the inva
taken from our land and our prisoners
once more free."” God bless you. From
mammy and daddy.- Love also from
your sisters Marney, Joaney, Kathleen,
Geraldine and nlece Tracey. -
MORAN, John. (H5-Block). Happy
23rd  birthday John. “I'll wear no
convict’s uniform nor meekly serve my

time." Smash the hell blocks! God bless *

you, from Patrick, Paul, Tom, Geoff,
Terry and Tony. Also love from Lily and
Benny, Bridle and Joe, Maisie and
family, and Phyllis.

MORAN, John. (H5-Block). Solidarity
greetings on your birthday John. Victory
to the blanket men and Armagh women!
Victory to the hunger-strikers! From the
Markets-Ormeau Road RAC.

MORAN, John. (HS-Block). Happy
birthday John. God bless you and all

your comrades. Victory to the hunger-
strikers. Victory to the blanket men!
From Frances Larmour.

McCOMB, Eugene. (H5-Block). Greet-
ings on your 22nd birthday E .
Victory to you and all your comrades.
From uncle John and Michael. Also from
aunt Betty, P.L. and family.

Y, Waliter. (! ).
Happy seventy-fourth birthday Walter,
from Geraldine.

Y, Walter. (F
Happy seventy-fourth birthday Waiter,
from Tony.
KELLY, Joe. (Portlacise). Birthday
greetings Joe. Sorry | can‘t be there with
you, with love from your loving wife
her and son Brian Joseph.
McCOMB, Eugene. (HS-Block). Greet-
Ings to you son on your birthday. You
are always In our thoughts and prayers.
All our love from mum, dad and Ellz-
abeth.
McCOMB, Eugene. (H5-Block). Solidar-
Ity greetings to our brother Eugene on
his birthday. *“It Is not they who can
Inflict the most but those who can
endure the most who willl ultimately be
victoriou: From your brother Hugh,
sister-in-law Brlege, and nlece Tara and
Alsling, your brother John, sister-in-law
Theresa and niece Marle , and aiso from
your brother Damien and Theresa. Bua
do na fir pluld, bua don seachtar fear ar
stailc ocrals!
O'NEILL, Kevin. (H5-Block). Congrat-
ulations Kevin on your 22nd birthday.
We hope your next one is spent in free-
dom. Lots of love. From Mary T and
Pauline.
O'NE!

L, Kevin. (H5-Block). Congrat-
ulations Kevin on your birthday. Hoping
your next one may be zpent In freedom.
Ireland unfree shall never be at peact
From the Fergal O‘Hanlon Sinn Fi
€umann, South Derry.

Solidarity Greetings

AGNEW, . Paddy. (H4-Block). Congrat-
ulations to our son Paddy an complet-
Ing two years on the blanket. We are
proud of you son and support you ail
the way In your struggle against Inhuman
and degrading treatment. Victory to the
seven heroic hunger-strikers and the
blanket men. All our love mum and dad.
Love also “from Seamus, Martina and
family, Patsy and Padralg, Damien and
Frances, Mirlam, Patsy and family,
and Anne, Noel and family.
CUNNINGHAM, Peter. (H4-Block).
c Peter on

McDOWELL, Maurice, (H3-Block). Con-
gratulations to you son on completing
three years on the blanket. You are for-
ever in our thoughts and prayers. )
from your father, mother, brothers and
sisters. xxx.

McDOWELL, Maurice. (H3-Block). Con-
gratulations Maurice, on completing
three years on the blanket. Thinking of
You always. Love from your sister Alana,
brother-in-law John and kids. Also_from
granny and uacle Frank.

5

CUNNINGHAM,

three years on the blanket protest. Keep

your chin up. From the McDowell
family and _ your comrade ‘Mario’
(H3-8lock).

FORBES, Drew. (HS-Block). Congrat-
ulations on completing four years on the
blanket for political status. May God
9ive you and your comrades the strength

to strike another blow for freedom. We

all love you. From your loving mum and
dad, brothers and sisters, and from
brother Billy.

FORBES, Drew. (H5-Block). Congrat-
ulations on completing four years on the
blanket. Always thinking of you Drew.
God bless. From uncle Mickey. X

HODGINS, Gerard. (H5-Biock). Con-
n four
years on the blanket protest. "When

you are sitting all alone and thinking of
the past, remember you have a family
whose love for you wlll [ast." Love from
mum, -your

brother Eamonn, sister
r-in-law Joe, and nephews

7 ard. (HS-Block). Turf
Lodge RAC salute Gerard Hodgins on
years on the blanket
protest on November 22nd.

McCONVEY, Eamonn. (H5-Block), Con-
gratulations Eamonn on completing four
years on the blanket protest. We salute
You and your brave comrades. A blanket
Is the noblest gown an Irishman coulgq
wear. Victory to the blanket men! From
Elleen and Eamonn Hodgins, Agnes, Joe

VR A ook Kavin, Kevin and Leonard; Bronagh
U nd famity, 'YL 4% .and John; Oliver, Ann, Shauna ..‘L

o abe) Saem” \ Ediung.

DR ST T T Y " =

ter. ( ). Ce Mario,
and Peter, on completing three yeras on
the blanket. Best wishes from the Smyth
family and your comrade ‘Zack', (Ha).

L, Marlo; i
Peter. (H-Block). Congratulations to.
Marlo and Peter on completing three
years on the blanket protest. Victory to
the hunger-strikers. From the Martin
Tracey Sinn Feln cumann, Short Strand,
McCOOEY, Anthony. (H-Block). Our
thoughts and prayers are with you as
Yyou enter. your fourth year on
blanket protest. We support you and all
the hunger-strikers all the way. Victory
to the blanketmen. Love from m

other.
McCOOEY, Anthony. (H-Block). Greet-
Ings to you on completing three years

on the blanket protest. He who wears
me b|:\kﬂ Wwears a badge of honour,
fom Noeleen, Peter ana Donal, Eugent
and Arthur, Joe ana Carmerc - CUeN ¢
McCOOEY, Anthony. (H-Block). Con-
gratulations on completing three years
on the blanket. All our love Colette and
Majella.
McCOOEY, Anthony. (H-Block). Greet-
{ngs to you on completing three years on
the blanket. From Grannie,
TOAL, Freddie. (H3-Block). Congrat-
ulations on completing three years on
the blanket. Just to let you know we
are behind you all the way in your fight
for political status. Victory to your
seven comrades on hunger-strike. Mum
and dad and the boys. Also from Frances,
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