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THE incredible degree of
indifference shown by the
leadership of the SDLP in
the North and the Fianna
Fail government in the South
to the real and growing
danger of loyalism, and in
particular Paisleyism, should
not lull the beleaguered Nor-
thern nationalist people into
a mistaken perception of the
safety of their future well-
being.

Nationalist politicians  have
smugly allowed the competition
between Paisley and the Official
Unionists, in the runup to the
local government elections in May,
to blind them to the reality of the
fact that the forces of loyalism are
on the move, and are planning to
forcibly demonstrate that they
wield the veto over the future of
Ireland and over whatever plans
Thatcher and Haughey might agree
upon, (Although Haughey’s ‘his-
toric’ pact is beginning to look
more like an historic compromise of
Free State neutrality in return
for a morsel of recognition of the
‘Irish dimension’.)

4 ARMED

Orange King Paisley has armed
men at his disposal ‘ready to break
the law if necessary’, he has
sympathisers in the RUC and UDR,
and in the British administration,
and his ‘Carson trail’ has mobilised
loyalists with the attainable goal of
forcing the British government to
ditch the terms of the Dublin
summit communique.

The UDA remains openly legal
to advocate an independent six
counties through sectarian assass-
inations, and the Ulster Workers
Council has been re-formed in what
must be seen as preparatory steps

for a loyalist stoppage should
Paisley’s rallies initially fail in
their object.

The response of nationalist

politicians to these developments
has been abysmal.

SDLP. leader. John Hume. spends .

PAISLEY
— thundering

ORANGE

AS FROM this issue the price of AN PHOB-
LACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS will regrettably
have to be raised to 20p per copy (Britain
25p), owing to cost increases across the board
in g and g the

Armagh rally

OUTSIDE Armagh jail, this Sunday, March 8th,
International Women's Day, commencing at
2.30 p.m., there will be a mass rally, including
delegations from abroad, in support of the
women republican prisoners on the ‘no work’
protest for political status.

The picket pictured here, was held last
Sunday, March 1st, in Downing Street, London,
to greet ‘Brit premier Margaret Thatcher on her
return fron¥ her US trip. The picket was in
solidarity with the Armagh women and the
H-Block blanket men, on the first day of Bobby
Sands’ hunger-strike for political status.

THUNDER

more time in Brussels than in
Derry, and, when he has graced
Irish company with his opinion of
the Paisley threat, he adopts the
usual stance which constitutional
nationalists with an eye on their
pockets have been bred into —
soft-spoken moderation, which is
a cover for capitulation, and which
has been the fatal downfall- of
many other nationally dispossessed
people.

TERRIFIES
Similarly, Paisley terrifies the
trousers off Haughey and Fianna
Fail,. whose. .concept. of . partition

has not surprisingly been partition-
ist.

Fianna Fail have no concept or
understanding of loyalism, which
thrives on thunder, when it is not
spilling blood. But the nationalist
people of the North, who have
lived under loyalist rule, and who
have made all the sacrifices in
attempting to change it, know
how to face up to it because they
have had to.

Presently it probably suits
Haughey that Paisley is drumming

ui 5o _much 'aiir & aiains( the

Haughey's speech

A COPY of the address which Free State
premier Charles Haughey would have made to

last month’s Fianna Fail ard fheis in Dublin,
had it not been postponed because of the

Stardust fire tragedy, has been obtained
exclusively by AN PHOBLACHT/REPUB-
LICAN NEWS.

For what he would have said about the
North, in the light of the December Dublin
summit, see page 5.
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FREE STATE NEUTRALITY CONTROVERSY FLARES AGAIN
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as this is being
g5t Fianna 'Fafl’s

Chain reaction

Dublin governments are hatching a _deal whic,
would involve ‘something on partition' j,
exchange for a new defence arrangemeny.
“The 250,000 men of. Ulster wil not be on the
Antrim hills when it happens and we will ng¢
be waving gun licences when it happens ejther,” ., !

¢ he said. 4 “ELZ

Dublin  summit,
Jinterpreted aman
‘grassroots - that Haughey ' has re-
uification: inf . the' bag "and’ this |
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and a defeat for the British govern-
ment would-actually weaken British:
rule, ' demoralise loyalism. and
strengthen’ the hand of those who
have  lIrish  reunification as a
political objective. vy

But these political and moral
leaders lack the courage to stand
up, and to stand over an argument
against the British. Instead they
make things easier for the Brits,
either by remaining silent or by
criticising the actions of the
republican prisoners, which then
divides nationalist support.

Republicans must remedy this
situation by standing up and
challenging silence and treachery,
by presenting the arguments, and
by bringing about a change in
opinion. A change which will
make it electorally unhealthy for
Haughey and Hume to ignore
either the plight of those on hunger-
strike demanding political status
of the British, or the prowlings
of King Paisley whose unwelcome
attention will increasingly turn to
the nationalist people.

in point. A victory for the prisoners * :

a aim iy at lan, Paisley
and. denying all talk of déals, conspiracies and
betrayals. The ‘constitutional status’ of the
Naorth was not one of the subjects to be covered
in talks with the Dublin government, he said,
only an ad friendly rel hip.

However, his two statements were inter-
preted as contradictory — holding out the
possibility of a deal on defence, whilst stating
that there would be no change on the North.
His RTE statement was almost certainly aimed
at' hotting things up in Dublin, possibly to
assess, from public reaction, to what extent
Haughey might' be able to deliver on such a
deal.

ANGRY

Haughey himself was obviously angry about
Atkins’ move and sent a very brusque Brian
Lenihan, the Fianna Fail Minister for Foreign
Affairs, on to RTE's ‘Today Tonight’ pro-
gramme on Thursday to hotly deny that any
negotiations on a military alliance were taking
place. But Lenihan was also careful to dis-
tinguish the study groups from negotiations,
saying that all matters were open for study
but that the time for actual negotiations was
some time off.
"/ On the same programme, Free State Labour
Party leader, Frank Cluskey, who has at last
found a stick — in the shape of neutrality —

] it was: too early-in
joift’ Loridon/Dublin. study.,’

® LENIHAN ® DE VALERA

® PAISLEY @ CLUSKEY

with -which to beat Haughey with on the
Thatcher/Haughey summit, belaboured Lenihan
with accusations of bargaining away the Free
State’s neutrality.

The following day, Friday, lan Paisley took
up the defence deal again. He told a ‘Carson
trail’ rally in Banbridge that the London and

, Place within the schieme of Western defence.” " |
", Sheillustrated her ‘argument with reférences .~/

10_the concernyof Western observers oter the "

_instability of  the: North,” and the anxiety of ’

“NATO states “over the effectiveness_ of -the s
British army -on the  Rhine because! of fa:
commitments inthe North, e

And to bolster -her remarks, for home
corlsumption, she recalled that in 1959, alsg -

speaking to the Oxford Union, the then Free .
State premier Séan Lemass had said that '
was only partition that stood in the way of ¢
an Irish participation in NATO. And, of course,

-she was also echoing the statements of her
grandfather, Eamonn de Valera, on the issue.

From Fermoy to Oxford, it would appear
that Haughey knows when to use the historic.
name.

DEMANDING

On Tuesday 3rd March, the controversy
surged yet again with a row in Leinster House.
Labour and Fine Gael, hoping to embarrass
Haughey to the maximum extent, were
demanding a full two-day debate on neutrality,
but Haughey stymied them by putting down a
government motion for a three-and-a-half hour
debate next Tuesday afternoon. Although not
yet disclosed, the terms of the motion are
likely to be particularly restrictive.

The neutrality controversy will continue
therefore, with Labour, Fine Gael and lan
Paisley getting as much capital out of it as
possible.

Haughey, on the other hand, now that the
whole thing is out in the open, must try and
balance between trying to sell the idea of a
defence deal to the Irish people (hence Sile
de Valera’s kite-flying) and concealing his own
enthusiasm for such a deal from the British
for fear of weakening his eventual negotiating
position.

Meanwhile, it has emerged this week that
plans are already underway for a nuclear
underground bunker at Renmore in County
Galway, to house Free State cabinet ministers
in the event of a nuclear attack.

: THE REACTIONARY  six-
# county Ulster Workers Council,
% the loyalist co-ordinating body
: that ran the 1974 stoppage
% which brought down  the

only “has bread-ane

were present at co-ordinating discussions
which took place at Hawthornden
House in east Belfast, where the UWC
held its meetings in what was Bill

Craig’s 9t party Iquarters.

The UDA also supplied the major
‘muscle” in blocking roads during the
stoppage. However, it was the power
workers at Ballylumford in County
Antrim, near Larne, and the petrol
tanker drivers whose strike action
ensured the success of the 1974 stoppage,
and whose ‘weight' was missing from

> :u_lgalgd_vsn Paisleyite stoppage. *

5 ‘POLITICIANS
den Paisley stated last week that no
approach had 5o far been made to him
By the new UWC. “The workers are
‘,ﬂ(lm me 100% in my campaign on the
“coxenant.”" he claimed hopefully.
“. Meanwhile, former Vanguard leader”
William Craig has confirmed that he has
had 2 meeting with the re-formed UWC ¥
and hias' admitred that if he is approached "
he will agree to join a ‘co-ordinating

i

s 'of the old UWC, plotting in 1974. At the lndahﬁ.’lﬁ\; is chairman Harry Murray, who has singe wandered in the

committee.’ Bill Craig, whose militant A

union issues, such as ui y political wilderness, through the Alliance Party and the Peace Psbple, before returning to the sectarian fold

ment, on its mind should obvmysly
be dismissed as ridiculous, given
its record and composition. &
There are more reliable reports
that the new UWC will be launching 2
* campaign against the Northern Commit-
: e of the Irish Congress of Trade
: Unions — which it must consider not 1o
be sectarian enough — and to be pressing
for an “Ulster’ trades union congress

‘ﬂ\%ﬁﬁ‘i\%ﬂ:@.‘&tf: DA AAAS

K%

PAAASES AN

dence it declored!) to the British TUC.
(At present 90% or more of all six-
county trade union members, regardless
of political loyalty, aré in unions
affiliated to the ICTU.)

Former leading members of the
UWC are closely involved in its re-
establishment, particularly  the co-
chairmen of the new committee, Harry

i Bk Tl oo

old shipyard warker Harry Murray has
wandered in the pofitical wilderness,
through the Alliance Party and the
Peace People, since leading the 1974
stoppage.

PARAMILITARIES

The Dublin summit, British failure
to repress republican resistance, and
e Paitfey | ‘Carson' ' b

rallies have played their
the UWC.

UVF,

‘the ‘1974

Rart in reviving

Loyalist paramilitaries, the UDA ang

are concerned not to be out-
flanked by Paisley's tirade of bigotry
and are anxious 10 muster support,

It is not yet confirmed o what
extent these terror gangs support,
have fostered, the new UWC, but during

Phage’ the UDA dénd UVF

Vanguard tendency is currently existing
uneasily within the Official Unionist
Party, stated last Tuesday, March 3rd,
that the meeting took place three or
four weeks ago, and that it was after
that meeting that he, at the prompting
of UWC leaders, began to speak publicly
of an anti-Dublin campaign.
The UWC has confirmed that it
had  meetings with at least six
Prominent unionist_politicians, but has
“declinéd to name them

or  has
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| centre d

Block-buster

d by an IRA bomb last week

LAST Friday night a block-
buster bomb devastated Lim-
avady’s commercial centre in
County Derry, as the IRA
bombed on with a vengeance,
causing tens of thousands
of pounds worth of damage
and dramatically underlining
the pol | instability of the
six-county statelet.

Earlier that day an IRA
sniper had wounded a Brit-
ish soldier in the South
Armagh village of Crossmaglen.

CROSSMAGLEN
AMBUSH

A BRITISH soldier was wounded
when a foot patrol came under IRA
gunfire in the South Armagh vill-
age of Crossmaglen, last Friday,
February 27th. The soldier was
shot and injured in the chest,
although not seriously hurt, when
caught in a short burst of fire.

The neatly-executed ambush
took place shortly after 11 a.m.
when an IRA Volunteer opened fire
on the Brits, from the direction of
Monog Road, as they patrolled the
Dundalk Road. : !

The republican active service

unit returned safely to base.

LIMAVADY

COMMERCIAL CENTRE
DEVASTATED

THE North Derry town of Lim-
avady was the target for an IRA
van bomb attack last Friday night,
February 27th, which created dev-
astation in the town centre with no
ensuing civilian injuries.

The block-buster bomb complet-
ely demolished the Northern Bank,
damaged about fifty shops, offices
and other commercial premises, and
shattered shop windows within a
three hundred yard radius. Half-a-
dozen buildings may have to be
completely re-roofed.

Armed IRA Volunteers had
commandeered the van during the
afternoon in Derry city, and having
placed 300 Ibs. of explosives in the
back of the vehicle they parked it
outside the Northern Bank in
Catherine Street, with the driver’s

door open and the headlights
switched on.
A telephone warning was given

d the

Despite their expertise British army
bomb disposal men were unable

- to defuse the massive bomb, and at

issued on

Jim “Skipper’ Burns, aged 33, was
shot as he. lay in his bed in Rodney
Drive, in the St. James area of west
Belfast, in the early hours of Monday
morning, February 23rd.

The gunmen apparently identified
the victim’s back door without any
bother, broke through the door and ran
upstairs without turning on the light,
went straight to Jim’s room, and shot
him at least four times. He died on
his way to hospital.

Whilst an obvious target for foyalists,
his work for the Republican Movement
would have also made him a prime
target for the British army. A member
of the movement since 1964, Jim
Burns was interned  from October

THE VICTIM of what is believed to have been a loyalist or British army
assassination squad has been claimed by the IRA as a Volunteer, in a

@ JIM BURNS — shot dead

1971 to 1974, and as a result of being
brutally interrogated in Palace Barracks

9.15 pm. it exploded with
devastating effect, starting a blaze
and causing structural damage and
breaking glass in dozens of
premises. Apart from Catherine
Street, the seat of the explosion,
the blast also hit buildings in Irish
Green, Market Street and Linen-
hall Street. =

The manager of the Nor(hern
Bank later admitted that the build-
ing might have to come down and
added that it was unlikely that the
bank would be re-opening at that
location.

Among the first at the scene was
David Robinson, Official Unionist
chairman of Limavady district
council. “The people who do this
sort of thing are animals,” he snort-
ed, in a sectarian outburst.

As pouring rain added to the
stock damage in the blasted shops,
the bomb also put a damper on
Limavady RUC barracks’ annual
dinner dance, which was taking
place at a nearby hotel. The RUC
men attending were called away to
the scene of the explosion.

Robbery denied

THE IRA’s Belfast Brigade have denied
any involvement in an armed robbery in
a week last

night, February 25th, when several
hundred pounds collected for the re-
building of St. Agnes church was taken
from the Holy Child primary school,
where the money was being counted.

in 1971 he was awarded £1,300 in a
compensation claim.

The Burns family believe that
loyalists, with possible British army
involvement, were responsible for the
shooting, and totally  discount as
malicious, reports suggested by the
RUC to the press that the killing was
part of a family feud.

There was a heavy concentration of
soldiers in the district an hour prior
to the shooting, and three days before,
British soldiers filmed the Rodney
Drive entry with a cine-camera, Broad-
way Tower military observation post
also overlooks the entry down which
the gunmen made their escape.

The Republican Movement have sent
their condolences to his family and on
Wednesday afternoon his comrades paid
their tribute to him by firing a volley
of shots over his.grave, |

SECRET DEFENDANTS

APPROVING A REQUEST by the RUC a Belfast mlﬂlllrns ordered newspapers
not to publish the names, f three def when they
appeared in court last Saturday, Fnblunry 28th, on a serles of charges relating to
burglaries in the Shankill district of Belfast five years ago. The charges involve the
theft of £1,600 cash from a Shankill Road restaurant on March 23rd 1976, and a
burglary in which goods worth £350 were taken from a North Street hardware
store on January 26th 1976.

The three who were to Belfast ‘s court on
April 16th, are Raphael McCullough, aged 35, John Baird Aitken, aged 30, and
Duncan Bousted, aged 26. McCullough, who has been released on bail, is a prison
warder from Muckamore, County Antrim. Aitken and Bousted, who are being
held in military custody, are serving British soldiers stationed at Ballykelly
barracks. At the time of the theft and burglary all three were members of the
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, which, after the recent revelation of its
harbouring the Fermanagh ‘pitchfork murderers’ amongst its ranks, is rapidly
becoming the most infamous of British army regiments, despite efforts by its
officers, the RUC, and now a Belfast magistrate, to suppress the truth.

Plotting politician

A MUCH MORE SENSATIONAL CLAIM of politician plotting to assassinate
politician, than loyalist leader lan Paisley’s claim against Official Unionist con-
spirators, has surfaced in Britain.

One week before leading Torv A-rey Neave was assassinated by the INLA
in March 1979, he di of ing leading Labour Jeft-
winger Tony Benn, according m (he February 20th -issue of New Statesman’, a
radical but respectable British weekly. This claim has been made (and believed
by the ‘New Statesman’, after investigation) by former British intelligence
agent Harold ‘Lee’ Tracey, who appeared on the two recent censored BBC Pan- *
orama’ television programmes on the British intelligence services. A discusssion
took place between Neave and Tracey, according to the latter, just before the 1979
Westminster election, to form plans for an undercover ‘army of resistance’ in case
of a Labour victory, and to use violent action if it seemed necessary to ‘make sure
Benn was stopped’ from becoming premier. Journalist Duncan Campbell states:
“Lee Tracey, whose ion of the ibility of inating Tony Benn is
revealed on page 3, was a long-term contract employee of M16.” A further dis-
cussion was arranged but Neave never made it.

Death threat

ONE OF the latest incidents of intimidation against nationalist political activists,
occurred in the early hours of Thursday 26th February, at the home of H-Block/
Armagh activist, twenty-seven-year-old Gerard Lavery, in West Belfast’s Bally-
murphy estate. At five o’clock in the morning, Gerard’s wife answered a phone
call, only to hear an English voice say: ‘Tell your husband he’s next.’

This incident follows Gerard’s constant harassment by the Brits, which has
included several spells of detention in Castlereagh. A year ago, several shots were
fired through his front window after he had mad int to Fr. Faul
RUC death threats while in Castlereagh.

Dangerous option

AN INFLUENTIAL British Labour Party committee is to recommend that the
party should commit itself to the ultimate ‘re-unification’ of Ireland. This super-
ficially welcome response follows the circulation by the National Executive
Committee’s study group on Ireland of a consultative document, which poses
a number of questions about existing policies and problems, and which was
circulated to all party branches and affiliated trade unions. The Westminster
study group states that the Iong (erm mmest of Britain and Ireland (by which
they mean the to the stability of
capitalist regimes in the two countries) lies in the eventual re-unification of Ire-
land more probably as a ‘confederal state’ than as a unitary state.

This dangerous option, which would involve the strengthening of the loyal-
ist six-county statelet, would include, the study group proposes, constitutional
provisions which would (in effect) preserve the present privileged position of six-
county Protestants. Also in line with the interests of the British state, the study
group backs ‘Ulsterisation’, mrough gradual British (mou withdrawal and their

by the RUC; ‘nor ion’, through and the
raiorm, lor exampla of the Dlplock courts and the return of jury trials; and
‘cr ion’, with no of political prisoner status in Northern jails.

Poll pull-out

THE MAJORITY of British voters are in favour of a united Ireland, according to
yet another opinion poll published in Britain. This latest poll producing the usual
uncomfortable results for British politicians committed to the Union was published
last Thursday, February 26th February, by the popular British daily newspaper,
the ‘Sun’, It derived its conclusion from a telephone poll of 817 British adults,

for it by Audi ion Pollsters, earlier in the week, on February
23rd. The results were weighted by sex, age, class and region, to represent the
British electorate. Ireland was just one of the subjects covered by the poll.

Asked whether the British army should pull out of the North of Ireland,
57% answered ‘yes’ and 40% said ‘no’. A majority of 61% was in favour of the
six counties leaving the so-called ‘United Kingdom’ and being united with the
twenty-six counties, which 32% opposed. The remainder, 7% , did not know what
they thought. More Labour than Tory voters wanted British troops withdrawn:
64% of Labour voters supported withdrawal, whilst 52% of Tory voters wanted
the British army to stay in the North.

Staggering statistics

DIFFERENT SETS of offical figures which show up the impoverishing effect of
British colonialism on everyday life in the occupied six counties have been publish-
ed recently.

The North had a lower income per household in 1979 (and higher unemploy-
ment throughout the seventies) than any region of Britain, according to figures
published by the Central Statistics Office in London. Today the North's jobless
figure, according to official statistics (which are always under-recorded), has al-
most touched 100,000. representing more than 17% of the insured working pop-
ulation — significantly higher than the British rate of 10%. Male unemployment in
the North stands at 21%, female unemployment at 12%, and, as usual, the pre-
dominantly nationalist County Tyrone town of Strabane is the worst hit with al-
most 36% unemployment.

The figures which perhaps reveal the most heartbreak and the most official ne-
glect are another set of official figures: for infant mortality and handicap. In 1977
there were 310 stillbirths and 438 babies died before their first blrlhduy The
Northern infant mortality rate was higher than anywhere else in Western Europe
and the incidence of spina bifida and related abnormalities of the central nervous
system ran at 8.4 per thousand births, the highest in the world.
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BY SEAMUS BOYLE |

LOYALIST LEADER lan Paisley’s
dangerous campaign of whipping up
anti-Catholic sectarian bigotry and
building his personal power base at
the expense of the Official Unionists
has continued with further rallies of
hatred on his self-appointed ‘Carson
trail’.

The seriousness with which his
CC lers in the unionist camp are
taking Paisley’s campaign was exemp-
lified by the line of the Monday 23rd
February editorial of * the loyalist
Belfast ‘News Letter’, entitled ‘Not
Kong’s men’, which viciously attacked
Paisley.

Although not daring to name him,
Paisley was described by the newspaper as

a fanatical clergyman, and a mob orator with ,

a dangerous split personality, and was
compared with the recent case of ‘the
young Anglican clergyman who was jailed
for attacks on women and girls’ and with
the fictional ‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde".

The ‘News Letter’ pointed out: “The

same person can be rational and ple in,

time in Crumlin Road jail, the then
Stormont premier Terence O’Neill had
attempted to have him certified insane.

And, implicitly threatening loyalist
violence, Paisley said that he owed no
allegiance to the British parliament, the
British government, or to ‘Margaret Thatcher,
Charlie Haughey's darling’, but, ‘to the Queen,

private life — or, off the inflammatory
subject, in public — but can become an
almost unrecognisable King Kong when
engaged' in controversy, or addressing a
mob.”

ORANGE

Even before Paisley’s second rally got
under way at Newtownards, his third caused
great controversy because of its proposed
venue: Portadown Orange Hall. Through
pressure from Official Unionists within the
local Orange Order, initial permission for
the Paisleyites to use the hall was withdrawn
amidst a public furore and the rally was
re-organised for a Craigavon council-owned
hall.

Evidence  that Paisley’s anti-Dublin
campaign is not only splitting the Official
Unionist Party and widening division within
the Protestant church, but is also rending
apart the Orange Order (normally a relative
bastion of unionist unity) was also provided
on Monday evening, February 16th.

At a meeting of the Orange Order at
Cloughmills, County Antrim, thirty Paisley-
ites heckled Official Unionist and Imperial
Grand  Master, the Rev. Martin Smyth,
before walking out of the two-hundred-
strong meeting — their spokesman being
expelled from the Order, on the spot, by
Smyth.

In order to avoid being outflanked by
Paisley’s militancy, leading Orangemen had
called the meeting to set up a new move-
ment within the Order — the Orange Assoc-
iation for the Defence of the Constitution —
to tackle present ‘security and constitutional”
problems.

NEWTOWNARDS

During his second rally, in Newtownards,
on Thursday 19th February, Paisley —
against a background of rapidly escalating
bitterness between his supporters and Official
Unionists' — claimed that the RUC had
informed him of an Official Unionist plot
to have him shot. i

“| would not be surprised,” proqlalmed
Paisley to his enraptured audience, “if there
is an attempt to shoot me and cover it up
as the work of the IRA.”

The furore, which dragged on for days
surrounding that ridiculous, but media-
captivating, claim, was heightened yvhgn
the RUC first denied (to Official Umopm
leader James Molyneaux) and then pupllcly
confirmed, that such an anonymous tip-off
to the ‘News Letter’ had been passed on
via them to Paisley.

As well as unveiling the ﬁye-v{eek-old

being Pr , and he warned that there
are other forms of action available in addition
to the parliamentary disruption which he
had caused the previous week.

PORTADOWN

Fists flew during Paisley’s third rally,
at Portadown on Monday 23rd February,
as stewards moved to eject about a dozen
youths carrying banners supporting the
UVF and UFF, which were grabbed and
torn up.

Paisley added a touch of drama to the
rally when he held aloft a bandolier which
he claimed his father had worn as a member
of the UVF in 1912, But, unlike his first
two rallies when he made sensational claims
— that a British army patrol was being wined
and dined by republicans when it should
have been protecting Sir Norman Stronge
(executed by the IRA), and of an Official
Unionist plot against his own life — Paisley’s
imagination, if not his campaign, appeared
to have run out of its head of steam.

H Paisley, sbeaking at the third rally along th
worn, he claimed, by his father in 1912

PAISLEY CONTINUES ON THE CARSON TRAIL

Two days later, on Wednesday, February
25th, Northern direct-ruler Humphrey Atkins
— indicating British government concern
at the de-stabilising effect of ‘the Carson
trail’ campaign — took the unusual step of
issuing a statement specifically aimed at
a political figure: lan Paisley, of course.

Without mentioning him by name,
Atkins spoke — to journalists at a Stor-
mont lunch — of people ‘who seek to stir
up fear and tension’ and defensively claimed,
in what he called ‘plain English’, that all
talk of deals, conspiracies and betrayals of
the loyalists is quite wrong and that the
constitutional status of the six counties is
not one of the subjects to be covered in
British talks with the Dublin government.

BANBRIDGE

Dismissive of Atkins’ clarification,
Paisley warned, during his fourth rally, at
Banbridge on Friday 27th F-bruary, that if
British troops were used to push the loyalists
towards a united Ireland “then we will
fight British troops. Just get it straight...

“We are not going to have it. The 250,000
men of Ulster will not be on the Antrim
hills when it happens and we will not be
waving gun licences when it happens either.”

Threatening loyalist sectarian violence,
he warned: “/f we cannot bring the ‘B’
Specials back we will have the men to do
the work the ‘B’ Specials did.” And, on the

These latter-day followers of the UVF boasted of by Paisley, were ejected from the
lear d i

Portadown rally. Their all-t

mythical Official Unionist s 1 plot
at the Newtownards rally, Paisley .allege'd
to" his adoring followers that, during his

of the link b Paisley’s

ing oratory and the present-day UVF's sectarian activiljes is a bit too
blatant, and embarrassing, for Paisley to handle at the moment, preferring as he does to
merely incite loyalist murder, not take an active part in it

N

same theme: “We will fight in the hedgerows
and byways. We will fight to preserve the
sepulchres of our fathers and our religion,
We will pay the supreme sacrifice if need
be.”

Interviewed last Sunday, March 1st, on
RTE radio’s ‘This week” programme, Paisley
claimed that a Whitehall ‘mole’ had told
him that defence negotiations between
Britain and the Free State were definitely
on the table as part of a process of all-Ireland
integration.

Reinforcing Friday’s threat of armed
‘subversion’ he stated: “/f British troops
were sent here by Mrs. Thatcher to force
us at the point of a British bayonet into
an all-Ireland republic then we will have to
fight them.” He denied that would be
treason and claimed he would be ‘standing
for the law’”.

DERRY
The fifth ‘Carson trail’ rally was at
Derry last Monday, March 2nd, when

Paisley attacked what he called a ‘spurious
and dangerous’ new criterion that Northern
Irish affairs can be discussed with Dublin
on the basis that it was for the ‘overall
good of the United Kingdom as a whole”.

Presumably this was a distorted reference

to Atkins’ Stormont statement the previous
Wednesday  that “a friendly relationship
between the United Kingdom and the
Republic of Ireland is to the clear advantage
of the whole United Kingdom including,
of course, Northern Ireland — and of the
Republic too,” which Paisley conveniently
decided was a weakening of the British
guarantee to unionists that the six counties
will remain tied to Britain as long as that
artificially created ‘majority” so wish it.
. Revealing the strong streak of ‘Ulster
independence’ . in his thinking Paisley
stormed: “We must ever forcefully defend
our right to determine our own destiny.
Ulstermen and women have an inalienable
right which is not in the least diluted by
our. responsibilities as part of the greater
Umtec! Kingdom — to oppose and refuse
anything which prejudicially - affects and
endangers our province.” -

At the same rally, Paisley’s side-kick,
Peter Robinson — alarmed, perhaps, by the
re-emergence of the Ulster Workers Council
as a direct competitor for loyalist working
class support — made a direct appeal to the
Protestant working class on the question
of unemployment. He claimed that the
Bpnsh plan to ‘ditch’ the Belfast aircraft
firm of Shorts, a major employer of loyalist
labour, as part of their withdrawal plan.

The ultimate logic of Paisley’s present
course Is crystal clear. If the British are
withdrawing, as he SO virulently claims,
(thereby perhaps helping his ‘prediction’ to
come true by sickening the British public
and Politicians of the unionist cause), and
a united lIreland of any variety is totally
ruled out at all costs, then his only option
OPen — to preserve what he calls the
Protestant ‘way of life’, by which he means
Pfo(estant privilege — will be an ‘independent’
SIX-county state.




been  obtained exclusively by

Phoblacht/Republican News.

We reveal -here what he would have
said about the North, in the light of his
controversial meeting with British premier
Thatcher at the Dublin summit in Dec-
ember, and what he sees to be his next
_moves.

ut from his pr

A COPY of the address which Charles
Haughey would have made to this year’s
Fianma Fail ard fheis on Saturday 14th
February, had it not been postponed
because of the Stardust tragedy, has

IF HAUGHEY SUPPORTERS expectod much to get excitod
3 at the =
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PRFS DENTIAL ADDRESS
by the
TAOISEACH

MR. CHARLES J. HAUGHEY,
T.D.,

An

atthe

50th FIANNA FAIL ARD-
FHEIS,

R.D.S., Dublin

Saturday, 14th February, 1981

But

' of the ,loyalists,
J: 'wqud have aimed his
"ﬂl’! the” North mainly at
oplnion claiming “in his
lng rémarks that the first step
s ¢ ﬁhn, persuading the Brit-
Joansider new options, was

fulfy taken.

diie d STARTED

“At the ard_fheis last year,” he
' ! was to have begun his remarks on
!4 the North, '/ sald that Northern

{ that a new beginning was
naedcd and that the issue must be
+ raised ob t0 a new plane by the two
sovereign gavernments concerned.
L “We ﬂin now started along that

Jt'js the only way forward
WQ are ‘moving forward along

: l\(lng briefly claimed the year’s
§ m dqne and no doubt acknowl-
edyl rapturous and vacuous
! 'applause, " hé would ~ then have
devoted ‘the rest of the section to

Wﬂm tlk loyalists’

Hi! »mmrks here support the
m that whilst Haughey is
i Nmm\c pleased — for the sake
qﬁ )ianools suppon ensured

ﬁahm Jast 1 momh |t was not going to be»ltutho sguﬂgn

: ‘the copy’ of hls address obtained by An Phdblaaht/
Rk epw/rmn News does reveal a totally different emphasis to last

’s spee h as. Haughey develops his tegy — or. gMn mc‘
Jhe is ‘daing 0,"depending on hqw!:
‘ ghjﬁ)son ‘historic arogress" .:E LIRS
“year Haughey direct- “Last. July, 4 o
fheis * remarks afmost - Ravs mw“'g s W

il‘g Brmsh government,

more King ww:nmi Victoryl an:the
Boyne three hé M W a#
being celebrated ‘With- d~
banner, bonfire aqqerlumphdmﬂ.
| wondered again om'mh

ing of it all...

What " he claims ; tov hlvu been
wondering about, is how, despite
the supposed wish. of loyalists to
“enjoy equality of status with the
other residents of the United King-

dom,”"
under direct rule.
“I know the people of Northern

this is certainly not so Dublin last month

Ireland to be of a proud and indep- ©PIng situation...

endent outlook, with minds of their

own,”

“The present situation in which
government is often carried op by. .
ministers who have no local con-
stituencies or loyalties by means of operation between Britain and Ire-
special legislation . or . Orders ' in land,”
Council s hardly cempatible with prepared...
that pride and mdapantnu. +

The framework for loyalist ful-
filment, he would
is “the 'totality aof r

wrlhm
“every

flattering  the

he would have blandished.

FRAMEWORK;

way of life”
have wmed

could play their full part in a devel-

And so he would have continued
loyalists
“energies and talents....have never
been fully released” and offering
“new perspectives,” "improved co-
and declaring that “We are
.to look afresh at any
aspect of the situation and seek
new answers to old questions.”
The “preservation of the P ists, it's gua il
is apparently no prob-
iem for Haughey who is offering
of

On his knees to the loyalists

B Charles lehw, opmlng the In-v ponyonod Flm F_dl lvd M in

beleaguaudmatiomllﬂ people. of
the North -'were hoping for a
mention 'in “Haughey's ard fheis
speech, or if they,were expecting
some word of hope for their suffer-
ing prisoners, they would have
been sorely, dlsnppnlmed Thev do
not get so much as 3 mention, not
a word, .nat 'a Syllable. Forget it,
it’s not yqur pughl that we afe  try-
ing to reﬁov-, it's .releasing “the
energies and ‘talents” of the loyal-
the “Protest-
it's "Innrful and
Brit-

whose

ant way ol Ilfo

s

and

these lslam# 7 in wNﬁ ""
aspect of qu pmuu can

be looked at in a new, positive and ' Context...

lmay/nat:ve way” achieving “a full

“This

.}W I;L ?,nley for hls supposed

. plots’ and his exagger-
jinf qdnu. with . Thatcher,
Haughey believes that

ev
ng to form some alliance
ey A0 £

tually: ‘persuade the

par

arrangement which would u:ltnow- have
ledge the very special mlaglaw ! \Unianists an opportunity to in-
that exists between; )MHW bmf
Britain.”

In this new arrai emen(,
ern Ireland’s politiegl 4
no longér be frustrated..... If " the " op

claimed,

Ilbony which  might
required ln a new institutional

naw process” on which
in some new stahle Haughey is engaged can, he would
“offer Northern

rpome a new elsmmr of mb—

ain and lnbnd it's “the political

be

- ility inte their

DTSAPPOINTED
' th 4

LE mMAsa st :

scoile ar chor ar bith. Nfl Rialtas Sha;

L AARAR A
« SN )

Is iomaf paiste sa Tuaisceart nach sroiseann aois
sésta

sana

airgead a chaitheamh chun na leanaf a shabhdil

NIL Rialtas, Shm sésta airgead a
chaitheamh chun bas leanal a sheachaint,
B’shin an teacht:igncht shimpli_ ; bhi
4il7, ag ; stimineér | b; d’eagraigh . an.
Public Service Alliance’
déanai. : £ it
cenpl, Ieanal sa Tuais-
Foilsiodh “an’ tuaraisc i mi Dheireadh
Fomhair: 1980 th Rialtas Shasana sista na
moltai -a lchomhho ach ‘amhémn jad sin
nach gw}mronn- aonairgead,
Deir, siad pach_bhfuil an tairgead acu. San
am cean a 1 flarl \g'méidil* ar na méid airgld
atd & chaitheamh 4cl' ara bhférsal’ ic

“atd fulaingt. Faighe:

gecompardid |
gslp deireadh’ anscﬁ.

_4 bifida agus galai d)

an Rumain as an direamh
NP hambhain sin, ach i

leanai’ de ' chuid “any 2
is an €

L

EE & Syt
i
T4 ag fata’is ai i

na ceanatracha

Baird ceanntar na nd

Feirste agus cuid de Mhl\f
g

it

: Chain‘ “an marai' thwd\t is

Ounreanq ha firié seo.dr na stile' ddinn, mas ga’
6s €, nach bhfuil daopnacht ar bith ag baint
le Rialtas Shasana.
BAS

Cuireann na figidiri bais fearg orm agus
ni’ fhéadfadh aon duine glacadh leo go bog ma
ta crof ar bith ann. Sa bhliain 1977 amhéin
rugadh 310 péiste marbh agus fuair 438 leanbh
bas roimh shroichint bliain amhain d‘acis. Ta
an rata seo ar an cheann is measa i dtiortha
forbartha an domhain ag fagail an Ghréig agus

KOS i das
14

ciis le go leor chri ﬁ'ﬂ ad‘: T féidir leo
faic a dhé& v il rfaltas Shasana sasta
rud ar bith a staidéar a dhéan-

amh ar an' méid a bhi le ya a ag:Mi¢hael Alison an
Aire ata in ainm is a bheith ag tabhairt aire dos
na CUYSa’ sin,

Ddirt s&, “While I aceept the general thrust
no additional resources can be provided or ear-
marked at this stage.”’

Bhuel, sin €. Nil Rialtas Shasana sasta faic a
dhéanamh chun na paisti seo a shabhail. A
luaithe is a bhailionn siad leo as an tit seo is
ea is fearr. Ansin, beidh seans &igin ag na leanai’
sin,

- Fupry,

. disinterested in the future of, the port

Clinical
contrast

IN the same week as plans to build a
€30 million clinic in Dublin for rich
foreign visitors were mooted, the Feb-
ruary meeting of the Western Health
Board finally decided to replace the
orthopaedic unit at Leitrim County
Hospital with a rehabilitation unit,
ending the general surgical facilities
at the hospital, and adding to the mass-
ive overcrowding at Sligo hospital,
to where the orthopeedic unit is to
be transferred.

At the same meeting, the Board
revealed that its fire prevention officer
had warned, last November, that this
overcrowding was so serious that
“in the event of a fire the staff would
be unable to effect any form of evac-
uation.”

On Monday 2nd March, Longford
Teades Council held a public meetihg
to launch a campaign to save the
threatened Longford County Hospital,
which after the Leitrim transfer will »

provide the oply surgical facilities bez
ween Mullingar and Sligo. /

./ that plans, qn mn under way. for. Bu”d 7
ing 3 .£30 million clinic at hpw
town:in Dublin. The Indus

B Dackers’ picket last month

SLIGO dockers ‘are_enraged: at thg fail- 3
ure of the Harbour Board to keep thd -
channel’ open for. ships aud amsl l.he
port’s decline. " . { '
Afrer- 8 coal” boat got llud( an b
sand ‘bank in. the; éstuary ard’ had to
be diverted for unloading: to/ Galwayl,
dockers picketed the manthly; Marbour
Board. mesting on’ rumv,rm Fe

res Woi

from. fifty. &' eightedn, andiin
“past thrée months only three :imihava ¥
. docked, giving the dockers total earp«
ings of only £70 so far this year.-

“The . latest blockagé of ~the port
occurred in spite qf a Free State govern-; |
_ment grant for the dlvulopm-n( of the
port ‘which the commissianers have. béen
spending. ‘The dackers also point out
that ssveral of the commissioners are so ',

that they do not even attend the
Harbour Board meetings. ; 1

r----
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'BELFAST MARCH & RALLY ON FIRST DAY OF NEW H- BLQCK

A PROMISING OPENING llls

8y 554,,05

SEVERAL THOUSAND deter- that Bobby was pre

mined nationalist marchers ©°" hunger-strikg_ Mry 'uu,J o5
braved torrents of rain in an pan"’;”: Jon was p, ﬁ,n b g
impressive — and promising —  his own fre::,/ o,
opening display of solidarity, .. M g
in Belfast last Sunday, March Gibne ler, Belfast

1 Y. 2 membe o Plicg

1st, with H-Block blanket man  H-Block/Armagh
Bobby Sands’ hunger-strike “The irish pe Mk
for political status which ’v;’:,ﬁ‘:%e for the g, o
began that day. rverhaan ;at;rt couny

The highpoint of the demonstration  so get the hel/ ond o
came, at the rally at the Busy Bee in of oyr
Andersonstown, when Bobby Sands’
mother, Mrs. Rosaleen Sands, accom-
panied by his sister Marcella, stepped
forward to the microphone to thank St
all those who were present in support not being re-electeg in " e rish
of her son and his comrades. government elections, th Yy I

Reacting angrily to a statement He al
earlier that day by Belfast Alliance the Br?t,ss?, lé;ged Populy r,, o
cFunmIIor John Cousins (whose pared. On ‘hz":a“‘ en “an
e Y the

ectoral ward includes the Twinbrook collection, people Sh0u|d

ate where the Sands family live), census forms 10 the oy 4 ﬂ
V Cls

Calling on n;

ation,
withdraw from |°calal'ét Pisgan
ish government bodieg “nwx,,d;
otherwise they my he

il

e 1
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 Brit-
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 their

in their area, and destroy them, he
said.

Other speakers at the rally included
national committee members ‘ Chris-
tina Carney and Fergus O’Hare, a rep-
resentative of the national comm-
ittee’s trade union sub-committee
(who called for a workers’ national
day of action next month), and a
member of Belfast’s Youth against
H-Block/Armagh committee.

Although the march last Sunday
was by no means as massive as the
march on the eve of the previous
H-Block hunger-strike, in part due to
the atrocious weather, it was certain-
ly an encouraging beginning to a
campaign which must now steadily
build up its impetus, not only in
future pickets and marches on the
streets, but in the schools, councils
angy. workplaces, and in reinforcing

alienation of the nationalist
e from the BWitish political
sy in the North.
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® Above:the march moves off from Dunville Park along the Falls Road; below, and /eft: sections of the crowd at
the Busy Bee rally; inset right: Mrs. Rosaleen Sands thanks the crowd for turning out in support of her son,
hunger-striker Bobby
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Fv. Piaras O Duill (/eft) receiving
the sward from Sean MacAndreasa

A I town
award

A FULL house attended a folk night in

St. Paul’s GAA club in Belfast last Thurs-

day evening, February 26th, organised

by the local newspaper ‘Andersonstown

News’ to mark the presentation of their

annual award, this yeat w the Nmunll
lock]Ar

oty have included the Association. for DurSlr, 2
Legal Justice, and the H:Block blanket

o oen.)

Accepting the trophy, Maufa

Wﬁ
said she did| se also on behalf of the pris-
<oners, on behalf of the two 'Mndudlmi
forty. local action committees, ‘and on
behalf of the tens of thousands of people

who supported the prisoners.

Ann and Francie Brolly provided an
apprecisted njght of music, and the
enjoyable atmosphere was muted only
imminent

by ‘the thought
hunget-strike. -

Deathof

of the

Thomas 6y

McDermoﬂ'

THE DEATH occurred ' recently of
of Athleague,
. County Roscommon, one of the most,
mﬂw republicans in South Roscommen. t
Having joined the Republican MM

. ment sixty-two years ago, Tommy. was
imprisoned in the thirties end again: in
the forties. He was a close friend’ of
ke

Thomas - McDermott

‘ Tony Darcy, who died on hunger-
~{in Portlsoise, and was a staunch su

“"er of Sean Russell s chief-of-staff. -
His remains were removed from Rog

¢ common to Four Roads church and the'
funeral took place at :Athleague, His
tricolour-draped coffin was -u:ompmn

morfyrs

! THE. annual commemoration - of the'
eleven ‘Clonmult Martyss’, lhol daad

‘after captuse by the: British in Fnbm
1921, was held at”Middleton, Cou
Cork on Sunday 22nd February.

A colour party of na Fianna, ma
gCailini and Cumann na mBan. led the

of Cork Sinn Fein and the oration diven
by Gearoid McCarthaig. A Fianna hﬂnlq..

played the last post and ra-lu

Tralee $

AT the recent annual wml mm{m M
the Rice/Sheehy Sinn Fein cumann,
followirg officers * werb
alected:- chair: Pst Boyle; vice-chair:
secretary: " Joe
Tuohy; joint treasurers: Michael Horgan
and Anthony Conway; and PRO:

Tralee, the

Mick  Cunningham;

Nicholas Scollard.

Votes of sympathy were passed to
the relatives of Jack Dowd, Liam Hann-

sy M-cAndmh odnor af Am»
‘l Shak ‘7‘,

.I?Zié.,

All letters should be addressed

Dublin,

Republican News, 51/63 Falls Road, Belfast or 44 Pamell Square,

to the Editor — An Phoblacht/

!:nnterem_:e

Your  correspondent  [An
| Phoblacht/Republican News, Jan-
, 3st) manages to convey
was' some_sinister pur-
fiy Lintervention at the
!Itxk nnﬂoml conference in
mlh on Suqd.y 25th January.
comments on . my. ‘prepared
:mmnm lnd that whn | said
motion

fre fl true my statement was
pmp.rad the preparation was
‘done earlier that day on the back
litérature | collected outside
the door of the conference. |
| canniot perceive any special sig-
nificance attaching to that.

Motion 30, on which | was
speaking, called on those who had
campaigned - for an end to the
Qungsrsmkn to now demand of
the’ British government to fulfill
the ' commitments they made in
the agreement with the prisoners
on the ending of the hunger-
strike. | agreed with the general
éense of the motion: that those
wha had hypocritically called for
an'end to the hungerstrike be

exposed and those who had done
so genuinely now be asked to lend
[ their weight to the campaign to
pressurise the British government
to meet its commitments.

However, what | was trying to
'say was that there was little point
in_attempting to involve such
‘outsiders in, the campaign and
,lkﬂc point in attempting a mass
re-mobilisation in support of the
| prisoners wien actions were taken
‘by the Prokisional IRA, such as
the, klllmm of the two. Stronges,
ithe. UDR man in -Warrenpoint
‘and the IRA Volunteer, alien-
ating all but the bedrock support
for the prisoners’ cause.

} “Would' have ‘liked to have
been able to say that the prison-
‘q demands can be secured only
through ‘a; mass Ppopular move: |
ment,” such as that which develop- |
gd in the pre-Christmas period.
0. that the' ultimate objective

[ of the destruction of the North-
7 fem state and the creation of a

democratic  socialist  republic
again ' can be achieved only
(through a 'mass =it

Dear Sir,

As o republican. supporter. dnkl
a weekly reader of your papéx, I’
have for the first time felt com-/:
pelled to put pen to paper 9.
complain most bitterly about the'

consider a major national tragedy,
the Stardust ballroom fire dis-
aster.

not get front-page coverage, F
honestly thought that it would
get a little more than' three-quart<
ers of a page out of a twelve-
page paper.

| have read ‘An Phoblacht’ for.
a long time now because | consider;
it to be the only truthful political
national paper available, Having: |
said that, your paper is mut
people too.

In the Artane tragedy, fcny-
seven young boys and girls. losts |
their lives, but there are also fots
of our youth who will be mmrncd,

You and | both know about:
alist no-warning bombs, Speei
Branch, RUC and Britharassm
and’ brutality to the men:in
Block and women in’ Armagh;, W#
know about Billy Reid, Afex |
Reid, Dee Delaney and Turrv
O'Neill. b
| would not know!sbout;
of these things unless. you.
the time and space to leave t?-;
forever an Iimprint on mv mind,
and as aperson

feel that your paper failedito vel

the intense'sorrow that the, n-ﬁ

felt on St. Valentine’s Day 198
Catherine &muu
Dublin.

lack of coverage given to what |-

Accepting the fact that it did |

mentally and physically, for lm .

/
_Eelr and: the. Troops Qut Move-

I} meat
‘k ctub, &t Savile Mount..

affected by the Artane tnplh 23

IW

‘ﬂim there will be o pl:kn on Ar-"

| magh: jail “on Inu ional, Wo-
ninn’sDtv. e
Nore

+ test for polhu' ical. status. We owe

'ypwprla use thisday to.focus.
m‘"“"“’"’

7 ivio the mu\nnjumqurnp
7 (

ressfon, Mairead Farrell, Maitded
. Nugent.and Mary. Doyle were the
fithire@ .women who . took part ‘in
lnst pungsmulko On. Maréh

ther’ hungat‘str-n has

Leeds
'snlidarity
Dear editor, *
% _ Plessp cauld you publicise the
fallowing events,
=.On Friday 13m March and Fri-
‘day 20th March from 5.30 p.m.
to 7 p.m. there will be torch-
light-protests in support of the H-
Block hunger-strike on the town.
I hajl steps, the Headrow, in Leeds.
‘On’ Friddy 27th March at
8 £.m; there will be 3 public meet-
- ing to stppott the H-Block hunger-
ka. with sp-k-n from. Sinn

at; Leeds Trades: Council

.+, On Saturday 28th March, from
td,-_r.m. 0 6.30 p.m. there will be
r ‘Trgops (Out Movement day

ook on lIreland with. speakers
Sipn (Fein, Informatjon_on
illund the(TQM and Women &

fend. ;
f\h? ushou!d it for more;

| cértainly cannot be done by a mil-
itary campaign divorced from and
um:anuolled by the mass move-

qree that those remarks of
ﬂs)‘ which wera heard might not
‘have appeared relevant to the
[ motion but that was not my fault
‘— chrtajnly not entirely my fault.
.+~ One further paint | would like
to make: unless people who are
' ot connected with any revolut-
ionary organisation can be acc-
ommodated within a broad-based
_movement, such as the H-Block
—umnuw\, then the  chances of
[ attaining mass popular support
"- negligible.

Part of this accommodation

A char:

well-known Belfast *
‘bnu(, fo-éngage ane”

I would like, '.Mouq-

umns of An i"q

&}qn 16 . éntertain the

Is.ardund the upper Falls area.

News to condemn the’activil
of the Special Branch Jn lht T

T§I Jman - has done ‘much ta
/ I home England's point of
view that {the  Irish are a stupid,
nv?nﬁu lot. His’ excuses for this |

have failed: to i

Fein members and ’ "'P

hﬁ' Loney the; Irish’
éu being' made fools of, and,

stooped to a new low, Be
they are nat men enough o
our they now,:

'must be the of the
right of outsiders to express views
| which may not agree with those
of the members of the revolution-
ary organisations. In this regard it
was encouraging that the Vice-
President of Sinn Fein, Gerry
Adams, spoke up for my right to|

away and Garett Cotter, who died
recently, and to the families of the ] s3 what! believed.
Stardust  disaster victims. - Anyone Vincent Browne,
wishing to join Sinn Fein in Tralee can Editor,
contact the secretary, Joe Tuohy, 8, m:“"

ublin.

Connolly Park, Tralee.
¢

our male members Invl' for
in the morning, and then
their homes and try to in:
their wives,

| can say they will not succeed
and Il remind them that
republicans have long memories,

Peter Cunningham,

PRO,

Wolfe Tone Sinn Fein cumann,

Tallaght,

Dublin,

% 2

really rish but Polish.
e young man, Paul Baker, lies
'naked in an English prison being
beaten up, by both the criminals
‘and screws, and ridiculed by the
same type of jokes that Carson
tells. This young man‘is from the
Sailortown area of Belfast, about
one hundred yards down the same
street from where Carson comes.
Like his friend Fitt, who also
claims to be a Sailortown man,
Carson is finding doors opening

Faster
ceremonies

A chars,
At @8 recent meeting of the
Republican Commemorstion
Committee it was decided that a
greater effort should be made in
all sreas this year ™ organise
Cammemorations. If no
commemoration has been held in
Your srea in the past we would
urge you this year to hold st least
@ wreath-faying ceremony.
Lita Campbell,
Runai,
Coisde Cuimhneachain na
Poblachta,
Republican
Committee,
44 Parnell Square, Dublin.

Commemoration

more easily to him il assisting the
Brits in « their propaganda war. |
' This may ail seem to be very trivial,
and ‘insignificant, and’|_am Sure ,
Carson will, pack the caBiaret the!
week he appears, but it won't be
on St. Patrick’s Day as he will be
on a special mission that day -
entertaining a somewhat moﬂev
wd.

On March' 17th. ‘when ‘even:
people who have no connegtion !
with our Eountry join. in celebrat-,
ions, Mr. Carsori whl' be.in West
Germany presenting shamrocks to
British trqops-and thien afterwards
in the British-army mess hall “he .
will be entertaining these enemies
of | Ireland ° who
ficence to kill theIri

th!l histype .
of anti-Irish trige is ne wantéd in
the republican districts ‘Belfast;
and he and his mate Gerry should
form a double;-act .inhis cluB in:
Blackpoal where théy wll bewery

‘may of getting rich, are |-

wa, that (h: ‘jokes’ he cracks are |

[ week’s paper

solidarity

| [Dear comrades,.
We have just got your last
fAP/RN, February
.21st) ovec here, so this [etter is
abit late in the day perbaps.

The Glasgow ‘Victory to the
H-Block men.and Armagh women’

. march on February 14th was

marked ' not just by attacks by
Ioyalists bnt by attacks from the

| press, Tory councillors, and from

those, who.'should do better —
many British socialist groups.

Since the’ march, the' loyalists,
press etc. have beert proud that

| their own prophecies of violence

were met' = by thefmselves| —

| and aré atracking the whale right ;
~of mavchlrg atall

/- The " Igyalists. over bere, not

| béing 'a majority and not being

materially “interested in British
ruje in Ireland would not be the
‘begey they, are if it were not for
the xuppon they get from the loy-
al.press and politicians for their
bigated rantinig:and violence.

The orly wey 10 beat these

’ foyal " Britons -and. their chauv-

inism.is By mohijlising the demo-
cratic forees in’ the working class.
£ This i< what 1he Glasgow, H-Block/

’ Cummmeehssbegm 10 do. Nine-

1ty percent of those on our fifteen-
(hundred-strong march were from'

| Glasgow's working class.” A class

b “tfejand.

.+ ‘Edinburgh,

which has in the past shown its
mdopandima om the Ioyaity of
“its “leadiers’, and the Labour Party,
h government and

1 iThe mm:b was a success. Bad

! @%an bad faveur in the city

_cpuncil are’ane thing. Truth and
ijust wd} win through in Britain
a8 ithey’ will: most- certainly in

1 Keep & the good work — des-

p-u your own bad press|

i Maryanns Donnally,
Scotland,

id. be o nkv-f vopr
Phoblache

Wb\l
' o TAn Phod
News, I

ry 315 of & the

Bloody. y. mr.:&m &dm
last ‘mont| s i (re-
land 3 mu ulrm\pmdun of the
anti-| lmp-ix:l ‘movement there,

Norwich: TOM  branch has
therefore asked me-ta write and
point out that the demonstration
was well supported by Troops
Out Movement branches, and also
by the RCG, as well as by the
many groups which you listed.

Chris Marshall,

for Norwich TOM,

England,

ican |

;Iunlus '
cainte

A chara,

Through your letters page
could | ask anyone who wishes
1o sell the ‘Buntus Cainte’ records
(in good condition) to contact me
c/o 44, Parnell Square, Dublin 1,

Chris Kelly,

Dublin.




2

North from Scotl

THE publicity-seeking claim on a television programme, last
week, that weapons and explosi

ves have been

smuggled into the

, has re

UDA in the North.

H-Block march in Glasgow

Interviewed anonymously on the

utv television programme
‘Counterpoint’,  the  self-styled
Commander of the UDA's 1st

Scottish Battalion stated on Thurs-
day night,” February 26th, that
seven rifles, two sub-machine-guns,
and 10 Ibs. of explosives, have
recently been sent across to the
North.

He also boasted that ‘safe
houses’ have been provided in Glas-
gow for loyalists ‘on the run’, that

ds for the b

of the UDA, especially since it was also openly claimed on the
programme that Scottish loyalists have been training with the

And, last weekend, in a militant show of opposition to an

a _fortnight. previously, five

thousand loyalists paraded through the city centre, including
one man on an open truck, dressed as the Pope.

then all will have to be forbidden.

POPE

Then, last Saturday, February
28th, a Scottish loyalist, dressed as
the Pope, was among five men
arrested during a five-thousand-
strong parade through Glasgow.

Police ordered an open truck
containing the men to leave the
parade as it neared the city cham-

‘bers. The one man was charged

with ‘breach of the peace’, whilst

weapons are being stockpiled in
Scotland, where the UDA has two
thousand members, and that certain
sections of Glasgow have been ‘ear-
marked’ for protection in the event
of an |RA attack!

Also in the programme, a Scott-
ish loyalists’ spokesman said that
they plan to organise counter-
demonstrations every time H-Block
campaigners hold a march in Scot-
land. A spokesman for the camp-
aigners said that they intend to
escalate demonstrations despite
threats from the UDA,

Glasgow police chief Patrick
Hamill defended his decision not to
ban H-Blocks marches on the
grounds that if one march is banned

the others including two
supposedly dressed as |IRA men —

Glasgow loyalists have pledged
opposition to the Pope’s visit there
next year
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were released without charge.
One of the march organisers, a
promi Scottish. Or 2
said: “The theme.of the truck was
that the Pope has supported and
boosted the IRA by failing to
excommunicate them.”

Among the slogans written on
placards on the truck were ‘RC
churches openly shelter IRA mur-
derers’, and  demands for the
resignation of Glasgow police chief
Patrick Hamill.

The parade was called to con-
demn the failure of the police to
ban an H-Block march in the city
a fortnight previously, when, after
loyalist attacks on the marchers,
one hundred and fifty people were
arrested.

CASSELLS <&

Led by. Protestant Pastor David
Cassells (a former RUC man and

Garda torture

FOLLOWING the recent demands for extensions of powers of
detention and interrogation made by gardai, the chairman of
the Irish section of Amnesty International, Kevin White, has
repeated that the gardai have been guilty of torture and that the
Free State government has done nothing to prevent it.

s Eight offer, ome _hope, and overcon

Speaking at the annual confer-
ence of the Dublin University Law
Society on Wednesday 25th Feb-
ruary, Kevin White said that the
gardai’s interrogation technigues, as
exposed by Amnesty, were within
the United Nations’ definition of
torture.

He went on to point out that to
date, none of the recommendations
of the O’Briain C i which

met in 1977 to ‘recommend certain

safeguards for persons in custody’, -

had been implemented.

The O‘Briain report, he said,
noted that 80% of convictions in
serious crimes’ were based on self-
incriminatory statements by the
accused person. There was an
‘extraordinary coincidence’ in the
similarity of the garda procedures

Action

DUBLIN Council of Trade Unions
held a conference on Saturday 28th
February in Liberty Hall to draw
up policy proposals and methods
of mobilisation for the Council’s
C ittee on L y

Opening  the  conference, Ben
Kearney, president of the trades council,
said that the Free State government
“verged on the criminal in having done
nothing to relieve the situation now
facing working people.”

of in the O’Briain

report and those methods used by
police in Chile, Greece, Spain and
the Philippines.

“It has been Amnesty’s exper-
fence that it is during interrogation
of suspects that the greatest depriv-
ation of a suspect’s rights occur,”
he said. “7t is, therefore, of the ut-
most - importance that persons
‘helping the police with inquiries’
be aware of their rights and of the
obligations that rest with the police
at that time.”

The previous weekend in Gal-
way Derek Nally, secretary of the
Association of Garda Sergeants and
Inspectors, had called for gardai to

DUBLIN UNEMPLOYMENT CONFERENCE

s discussed

plan

Whilst those at the agreed
that only a socialist system could
provide answers to the unemployment
problem, nevertheless the trade unions
have the power to wrest some changes
from the government if they can mobil-
ise on the issue.

Outlining a number of policies which

at the

L]
left to right: Jarry Shanahan

(Dublin Council of Trade Unions unemployment committee), Ben Kearney
(DCTU president), Peter Cassels (ICTU), and Brendan Walshe (ucb)

the apparent present apathy, Peter
Cassels of the ICTU dismissed the priv-
ate sector as neither having the capacity
or ability to provide the necessary jobs.
d that state plannin

institutions should be created to carry
various

out the development of

industrial sectors and proposed the con-
trol of

financial

institutions and an
to finance the
PR

SCOTTISH LOYALISTS ON THE MEDIA AND ON THE MARCH

WHATS ON

HUNGER-STRIKE
FUND-RAISING DANCE
Friday 6th March
Star Ballroom
BALLYCONNELL
Co. Cavan

MASS DEMONSTRATION
STOP THE RUGBY TOUR
1 p.m. Saturday 7th March

a cousin of lan Paisley’s wife),
Saturday’s parade was organised by
a loyalist umbrella group, the Scott-
ish Constitutional Defence Comm-
ittee.

The parade, which made the
city centre echo to the sound of
drums and flutes playing Orange
tunes, ended with a rally, where
speakers attacked the Glasgow pol-
ice chief and also pledged oppos-
ition to the Pope going to Glasgow.
as part of his British visit in 1982.

Pastor Cassells raved: “We don't
want the co-ordinator of all rep-
ublicanism to come to this
country.”

The loyalists’ parade was their
biggest show of strength so far in
Scotland after a month of rising
tension in Glasgow in the run-up to
the second H-Block hunger-strike
and with Paisley starting ‘on the
Carson trail’ in the North.

@ Amnesty chairman Kevin White
— ‘gardai guilty of torture’

be given the power to arrest any-
one merely on ‘suspicion’; to be
allowed to search, take fingerprints
and forensic samples from those
people; and to use evidence from
interrogation carried out before a
formal caution is given.

1 1
- JOIN s
1 1
rt | SINN FEIN !
Jerry  Shanahan - “of * the _trades 1
council’s ~ unemployment  committee
proposed the hard-pressed textile indus- 1 ?aﬁotzét:;’gszzﬁ::‘ ]4.:::1{:9 ls;:‘"l 1
try and the food industry asareas where | cumann; head office at 44 Parnell l
import controls could provide immed- l Square, Dublin; 51/53 Falls Road, I
iate jobs ‘coupled with development of Belfast; or 15, Cable Street, Derry.
presentsinaturalifsyesaurcat.iHe salso BT Tatercirediia becoming a member 1
suggested a state building programme. I of Sina1Eéin I
Economist Brendan Walsh, from
University College, Dublin, spoke of the | NAME.. |
long-term gravity of the unemployment
problem which grows higher as success- l ADDRESS severevessuensee I
ive recessions take their course, but does [ 1
not return to former low levels in times
of expansion. I l
In the afternoon session of-the con- l I
ference three workshops were held on
social welfare, education and future I .
for the 1 .
for future action included work stopp-

Parnell Square
DUBLIN
March to Landsdowne Road

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY
CONFERENCE
12.30 p.m. Saturday 7th March
Mont Clare Hotel
Clare Street
DUBLIN

HUNGER-STRIKE MEETING
8 p.m. Wednesday 11th March
Ballyconnell/Bawnboy/Templeport
CO.CAVAN
HUNGER-STRIKE = MARCH
7.45 p.m. Thursday 12th March
Assemble Rathfarnham Village

HUNGER-STRIKE PICKET
1 p.m. Thursday 12th March
Leinster House
Kildare Street
DUBLIN

SINN FEIN MEETING
COMHAIRLE CUIGE MUMHAN
2.30 p.m. Sunday 15th March
LIMERICK
Two delegates from each combhairle

ceantair to attend.

CABRA SINN FEIN
ANYONE interested in joining Sinn Fein
in the Cabra area of Dublin should
contact: An runai, 161 Ratoath Road,
Cabra West, Dublin 7.

THANKS
THE JAMES CONNOLLY SINN FEIN
CUMANN, Ballyfermot, Dublin, would
Ilke to thank the people of Waterside,
Derry, for their hospitality on the week-
end of the Bloody Sunday comm-
emoration.

COISTE
CUIMHNEACHAIN
NA POBLACHTA

Applications for speakers at Easter
commemorations should be made
as soonas possible, giving full details
of venue, time etc., to:

An Rnal,

Coiste Cuimhneachin na

Poblachta,

44 Parnell Square,

Dublin 1.

Order your
Easter Lilies!

Available from:
Mrs. P. King,

29 Al Saints Park,
Raheny,

Dublin 5.

Price £10 per 1,000

Honour Ireland’s dead — Wear an
Easter Lily!




i

g

T TR

i
i
| |

1
{
1
v%
!
|

Leathanach 10 — AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS, Saturday, March 7th, 1981

gkl UG g ST T R R e AR RN i Sl i i S G

e b LA e R e d [T e e B B AR

e s e
e

—/—-r—‘r—‘r——r—"“

A e e R e e e e e e e e e,

— S e

F
}
}his head was banged against a table u
}
|
|

}how to. lobby politicians when ‘they

THE Ballymun H-Block/Armagh action
group in North Dublin has been re-
activated and has started actively camp-
aigning on behalf of the prisoners once
again, On Saturday 21st February four
members of the group, distributing leaf-
lets in Ballymun shopping centre, had
their names taken by Special Branchmen.

On Sunday, leaflets were given out
at three local churches and were well-
received, particularly at Shangan church
where attempts at obstruction by the
parish priest focussed interest and supp-
ort on the distributors.

Ballyfermot

TWO members of Sinn Fein in Bally-
fermot have been charged with painting
H-Block/Armagh slogans in the area on
Wednesday 18th February.The first
attempt to arrest the two was made by
two land-rovers full of Free State sold-
iers, who jumped out and informed them
that they were making a ‘citizen’s arrest’,
but would not say what for.

The two Sinn Fein “members then
broke free and ran off, but were after-
wards arrested by Special Branchmen
under Section 30 of the Offences against
the State Act (relating to IRA member-
ship). Taken to Kilmainham garda
station, they were later charged with
defacing a wall.

Cork

THE general secretary of the students’
union at University College Cork (UCC),
Charles Kerrigan, has issued a press
statement  detailing Special Branch
harassment and brutality to a fellow
student engaged in the H-Block/Armagh
campaign.

In January, UCC students proposed
a motion at the annual congress of the
Union of Students in Ireland condemn-
ing the harassment of students involved
in the campaign. On February 12th, the
UCC students’ union issued a statement
demanding that the Free State govern-
ment ensure that this harassment ceased.

On February 21st, when Charles
Kerrigan was attending a ‘Students
against H-Block/Armagh’ conference in
Dublin, Special Branchmen raided his
Cork flat under the ridiculous pretence
of searching for firearms. They arrested
his flatmate ‘on suspicion of IRA
membership” and held him at the Cork
Bridewell for four and a half hours until
he was released without charge.

During his detention he was assaulted
a number of times: his head banged
against the wall until he gave an English
version of his® name and when he
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SINN FEIN TRADE UNION CONFERENCE

GING FUTURE TASKS

BY DAMIEN O’'ROURKE

SINN FEIN'S economic
resistance department held a
conference in Dublin’s Liberty
Hall on Saturday 28th Feb-
ifically for Sinn
Fein trade unionists.

The conference was chaired
by the department’s director,
Paddy Bolger, and opened by
Sinn Fein president Ruairi O’
Bradaigh. ~

Welcoming those taking part in
the conference, Ruari O’Bradaigh
emphasised the importance of ex-
tending republican work in the
trade union movement. He contrast-
ed the strength of the movement in
the small farming areas of the
twenty-six counties with its comp-
arative weakness in the major urban
areas.

He said that the divorce of the
national struggle from the social
and economic struggle must be
reversed. Members must be made
aware that the struggle does not
end with 'Brits Out’ but is aimed at
the removal of the eapitalist system,
and, putting in its place, control by
the people, not only of the
structures of government, but of
their own places of work.

Paddy Bolger outlined the immed-
iate tasks which his department
face in regard to the trade union
movement.

Firstly there is the need to make
Sinn Fein members fully aware of
the importance of action in the
trade unions and to establish organ-
isational links between republican
trade unionists to enable concerted
action. Not only should republicans
work for support for the national
struggle within the labour move-
ment, but also should evolve and
i for specific republican

to make a int later,
ntil

he retracted.

Mayo

AN H-Block/Armagh action committee

has been formed in Westport, County

Mayo, following a meeting in the town

on Wednesday 11th February.

The meeting was addressed by Vin-
cent Doherty and Patrick Saunderson
of the National . H-Block/Armagh
Committee. The committee elected is:
chair: Gary Kennedy; treasurer: Walter
Walsh; secretary: Michael MacNally;
and PRO: Seosamh O Maolchroin.

Meath

MEATH Trades Council, which in May
1979 was the first trades council to
support political status for the H-Block/
Armagh prisoners, has, at its latest meet-
ing, passed a resolution calling on the
Thatcher government to implement the
settlement which ended the last hunger-
strike. A copy of the resolution has
been sent to Charles Haughey.

Monaghan

H—ELOCK eempaigners"‘ in Monaghan
town gave an exemplary display of

formed an early queue at the regular
‘constituents’ clinic of Fianna Fail
Leinster House member Jimmy Leonard
on Saturday 21st February. The whole
session of the clinic was taken up solely
by people demanding that Leonard
support the demands of the prisoners
and make their views known to Charles
Haughey.

A large contingent from the Mon-
aghan H-Block/Armagh action group
took part with their banner in the
Belfast march last Sunday, March 'IIsL

Wexford

AT a meeting of Wexford Corporation,
on Monday 2nd March, a resolution was
passed calling on the British government
to implement the five demands of the
H-Block and Armagh prisoners. The
motion was proposed by Sinn Fein
alderman Phil Kelly. During the debate
a letter smuggled from the H-Blocks
was circulated among the councillors,

f
[
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social and economic policies.- In
aiming at this the difficulties have
to be clearly identified and faced
up to.

ASSESSING

The morning session of the con-
ference was taken up with assessing
the current strength of Sinn Fein
trade unionists around the country
and a lively discussion arose with
many worthwhile contributions
from the floor.

There was a general feeling that
work on the prison issue within the
trade union movement has done
much to focus Sinn Fein involve-

O At Ia.s! Saturday’s Liberty Hall conference — from /eft: Ruairi O Bradaigh, Paddy Bolger and Dermot Whelan

ment in that area and has made
many members aware of theamount
of untapped support there.

Peter McAteer, a shop steward at
a Clones meat factory, outlined the
success of the shut-down in the
town for the December ‘day of act-
ion’ and of the consequent identif-
ication of republicans as trade
unionists in the minds of the towns-
people.

A resolution was passed committ-
ing those_ présent to devote their
energies; and éxperierice in the trade
union movement in support of the
current hunger-strike, and calling
on other trade unionists to do like-
wise. %

Many of the participants reported
that although there are a number of
trade unionists in Sinn Fein in their
particular area, some of whom hold
positions in their unions, there are
never any co-ordination meetings
between them to agree on common
action to further Sinn Fein's social
and economic policies.

The high number of unemployed
Sinn Fein members was also raised
and the need for them to be organ-
ised was emphasised. The conference
passed a resolution welcoming the
new initiative ‘Action on Unemploy-
ment’ launched by the Dublin
Council of Trade Unions, and

pledged total commitment from
republican trade unionists in build-
ing the campaign.

DOCUMENT

The afternoon session was opened
by Sean Halpenny, of Sinn Fein's
Foreign Affairs Bureau, who traced
some of the historical and present
links between the Irish republican
movement and the international
labour movement.

A draft pelicy document, entitled
‘The Trade Unions and the lIrish
Revolution — A Republican View’,
was circulated at the conference and
was briefly introduced by Paddy
Bolger. A recall conference is ex-
pected to be held in the summer to
amend and agree the document for
submission to the next Sinn Fein
ard fheis.

The rest of the afternoon session
was again taken up by contributions
from the floor concentrating on
work to be done.

Two experienced trade unionists,
Andy Connolly a full-time branch
secretary in Meath, and Dermot
Whelan, a member of Dublin Trades
Council, briefly outlined their union
experience and urged fellow repub-
licans not just to snipe at the trade
unions from the sidelines for being

Then, on Wednesday, February 25th, the TUC

bureaucratic and so on, but to get
fully involved in trade union affairs
and go for positions.

DIFFICULTIES

Some of the difficulties encount-
ered by Sinn Fein trade unionists,
raised at the conference, included
the increasing stranglehold that
members of the Sticky ‘Workers
Party’ are gaining in some unions,
whilst Northern members spoke of
the stonewall of loyalism in attempt-
ing to work in trade unions there.

The conference decided that a
trade union representative should
be elected on each Sinn Fein comh-
airle ceantair, regular internal meet-
ings should be held by trade union-
ists in each area, and following the
conclusion of the present hunger-
strike, a public meeting be arranged
in each area to publicise Sinn Fein’s
trade union policies.

A national trade union committee
has been elected from the confer-
ence as follows: Paddy Bolger, Dave
Farrell, Dermot Whelan and Phil
Flynn (Dublin), Andy Connolly
(Meath), Peter McAleer (Monaghan),
Eileen Lane and Kenneth OCinneide
(Cork), and Mary Taylor represent-
ing the Sinn Fein women’s affairs
department.

THE British Trades Union Congress general
council has approved a decision to expel any
trades council which backs a conference due to
be held next weekend in the English city of
Coventry to win support for the H-Block
hunger-strike.

The conference, which will be.held on Sat;
urday 14th March under the slogan.of TUC
Hands off Ireland’, is being organised by the
‘Smash the Prevention of Terrorism Act Cam-
paign’, a ign p d by the luti
ary left-wing group, the RCT.

Five trades councils are supporting the conference
in defiance of TUC intimidation, including one which
was disaffiliated from the TUC last year for supporting
a conference on Ireland under the slogan ‘Bring the
war to Britain’. The trades councils giving their support
are Salford, Todmorden, Hackney, Wear Valley, and
(already expelled) Tameside.

In the face of TUC inumidation, Spennymoor
trades council has withdrawn its support, but its chair-
man will attend in a personal cepacity. Coventry
trades council, which plans to send two observers to
the conference, may also face expulsion.

COVENTRY ;

A week last Monday, February 23rd, Lanchester
Polytechnic students’ union decided, under right-wing
pressure, to withdraw its offer of premises for the con-
ference, although it will be sending delegates ‘to’ the

general council endorsed the decision of its trades
councils joint consultative committee that “no trades
council could associate itself in any way with the
Coventry and L to be as
a local body of the TUC.” The TUC has sent a
circular warning trades councils not to attend the con-
ference.

INFRINGEMENT
A spokesman for the conference organisers pointed
out that the TUC decision is a gross infringement of
the right of trade unionists to work to change the
current policy of the TUC, which is to back the Sticks’
and Communist Party’s pro-British ‘Better Life for all’
campaign.

Tr_ue Coventry first hit the

LABOUR MOVEMENT CONFERENCE
COVENTRY 14 MARCH 1981

= conference which will still be held in Coventry.

The next day, Tuesday 24th February, Coventry
city_council, which is controlled by the supposedly
progressive Labour Party, stated that it did not want
to hire out premises for a political event and opposed
thé conference on the grounds that it is divisive.

after The Observer” newspapers, in an article
entitled “TUC warns H-Block rebels’, in its issue of a
week last Sunday, February 22nd, revealed the
expulsion recommendation, after a leak of
confidential minutes of the TUC's trades council
Joint consultative committee meeting held on Feb-
ruary 9th,

A motion supporting the conference, passed by the
defiant trades councils, supports political status for
republican prisoners and urges the TUC to support the
national liberation struggle in Ireland.

For further i about the 2
contact Dave Hallsworth, SPTAC, BM RCT, London
WCIN 3XX, or telephone London (01) 274 3951,




A 'wLTu?iAi anesr RALL%"omn
altas. Ceottoiri Eireann. and sup

_Gaeilge, was~hetd in Dubli

behind the slogan T4

RTE ar ar'?ﬂai‘h sﬁin.

D!otest was aimed at the 1ack nf.covevﬂg:n\ven
on RTE to matters reflecnng Irish music, cultare and
tradition;* coneentrating in cumrast‘ on

trans-Atla

‘Several thousand people marcheé in pounng “rain
from Parnell Square to the RTE studios at Donny-
brook in what was described as a ‘mobile mini-fleadh

cheoil."Conti mgams from all over the
: marcmr}g bands and floats x:arrylng grﬁf tional mds-

3 meﬁ the parade arrived at R"I"E‘ 'Wnere 2 week-
long vigil had been held as part o[ the.p i

Bntlsh and.

announced, to greax acclaim, that RTE had ju

a cordial agreement with Comha(tasprmlidmg rexten-

vswe -coverage of traditional music nartf I\g
‘However, ' although™ a substantial

{von, it remains to be seen how RTE wvll carry out its

promises. The Conradh na Gaeilge demand for more

broadcasting in Irish still remains unsatisfied.

ng'in

CROSSAN, Gerard) JOHNSTON, John;
LEWIS, Tony. MECANN, Tony. (9m

of Vois: Garard Crossan, John Johnston,
Tony Lewls and Tony McCann, Beifast
Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann, who
onMarch 9th 1972, Fualtisiad bk, sy
trold ar son saoirse. Never forg by
thelr hlenas n S eacied |t Bl e
Brigad

DLIFFV. Patrick. (3rd Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of a dear
friend Paddy Duffy, Dundalk whose
third anniversary occurred on March 1st
1981. Mary Queen of the Gael pray for
him. Always remembered by Sally, Patsy
and Martin.

Huangs, Charlle. (10th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Charlig Hughes, Belfast Brigade, Oglaigh
na hEireann, who was shot dead
renegade (rishmen an March 8th 1971
Thug, s€ a shaol ar son sacirse muintir
na h€ireann. Always remembered by his
fylends cand comrades.Ia" the  Balfast

Briga

Han:s. Charlie. (10th Anulv-ulvy)
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Charlie Hughes,

! Coy., 2nd Ba)nllun.

éqmgn na hEireann,

n action on March 8th
of \reland pray for.

him. Remembered always by the Lower

Falls G

HUGHES, Charlle. (10th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol-
unteer, Charlle Hughes, Belfast Brig-
ade, Gglaigh na hEireann, who was shot
by enemies of Ireland on March Bth
1971. Always remembared by the merm-
bers of hal Hughes cumann, Sinn
Féin, Balle Atha Cliath.
KAVANAGH, Albert. (9th Anniversary).
in proud and loving memory of our
dearly beloved son Vol. Albert Kavanagh,
' Coy., 2nd, Battatlon, Belfast Brigads,
glaigh na hEireann, who was killed on
active service on March 4th 1972. “Lay
him away on the hiliside along with the
brave and the bold. inscribe his name on
the roll of fame In letters of purest gold.™
Mary of the Gael pray for him. Always
remembered by his parents, brothers,
sisters and large family. cir:
KAVAN Albert. (9th Anniversary).
In proud rand loving memory g.
Kavanagn, Beifast Brigade, -Va
ln.q. was moru-ou uy RUC
whife on” active_service au
mruu. ‘mugnllm&-uola-

S

KAVANNH,W, mn Annhﬂn
¥n ' praud: and loving me

Kavan son, Bellast Bricade, -lm
na hi m. Wwho was shot by R
whije active service on March 4&
1913 unvy Queen of wm w-y for

by the officer
's ot the O’Cllvlﬂl

vmn and &E‘_

eqmscﬂdh

BISSET, FRASER. The Jackle Griffith

Lounm T;&.u- cm. stan Féin-

nuﬁle nd’ "bnﬂ: of |
Unity . Flats, Bdl.t

Ahr( o
sni';.'?'

cumann, Sinn Feln,
mount, 'Dublin, exténds deepest sym-
Ppathy to the relatives and friends of
Carol Bisset, Fr O‘Rahilly House, and
of Ima Fraser, Bath Avenue, and fo all
those bereaved In the Stardust ravedy.
- Ar dhels De g0 ralbh

COMHAIRLE ATHA cl.un'n “SINN
FEIN, extends deepest sympathy to
the relatives and friends of the victims
of the Stardust fire disaste:

DUIGNAN, The James Daly cumann,
Sinn Féin, Cla Co. Offaly extends
deepest sympathy to Tommy Maclntyre
in Portlaolse jail on -the recent death
of his sister Rose Duignan. Sympathy
Is also extended to the Duignan family.
LOUDAN. Comhairle Culge Laighean
and Comhairle Atha Cliath, Sinn Fein
express thelr deepest sympathy to the
family and frlends of Tommy Loudan,
Unity Flats, Belfast, and especially to
his son, Tomboy (H4-Block)

omboy’ who Ispresently
7& m- bkmog n, m- -moac, Lnn’

LOUDAN. sympatny 1o m
Iamﬂv qu m-ngfof n-my Lopudan
w iy to bis o

0¢K). From the G .

h familigs, Finglas, Cublin.

uanznuorr The Martin McKenna
cum.un “Sian Féin, Edenmore, Dublin,

Xtends. deepest sympathy to- the rel-
atives and friends of the victims of the
Stardust fire disaster, In particular to the
McDermott family, Edenmore on the
death of our friend Willle, his brother
George. and sister Marcella.

SHANAHAN. -Comhairle Atha Cliath,
Sinn Féin, extends deepest sympathy
to Paddy Shanahan In Portiaolse jall
on the death of his wife.

= a———

THAINIG “an pibsa sep thios
chughainn ar bhldire phéipéir as
na H Blocanna. Is deacair a

chreididint gur ar phiosai p&ipéir
mar seo atsimid ar brath chun an

fhitinne lom d'fhail 6s na cimi’
Talweanann an réiteas seo go
bhfuil na cimi raghtha thar gach
fadhb agus go bhfuil dochas acu.

BA ~ mhaith liom cur i
gcuimhne dibh go mbeidh
stailc ocrais ag tosnu cothrom
an lae a baineadh céimiocht
pholaitidil dinn ciig bliana 6
shin, Tuigeann gach aoinne
cad ‘a bhaineas le stailc den
chineél seo.

Is gearr 6 bhi na mflte Eireann-
ach sa bhaile agus thar lear ammgh
ar na sraideanna ag mairseail _agus
ag agdidiocht ag guthu a dtacaiocht
in aghaidh na mBlocanna H agus
Carcair Ard Mhaca.

De bharr tacaiocht so-fheicthe

Litir 6 H5 Bloe

agus ard iarrachtal ar muintire
tugadh ar na gaill teacht go bord
chomhdhala chun teacht ar reiteach
feilidinach, ongrach déibh féin ach
ag tabhairt isteach dar n-éilimh ag
an am céanna.

Ach mar is gnath dos na Gaill,

chuaigh siad siar ar a bhfocal agus
d’eitigh deireadh a chur leis an
agdid iomldn. Bua nd bas a bheidh
ann an uair seo. Ni bheidh aon
chomhghéilleadh ann in aon chor.
Ta an Gaill fealltacha ag gui ar a
ndia “an diabhal”, nach dtabhar-
faidh muintir na hEireann is ar
geairde thar lear, an tacaiocht
céanna ddinn is a thug siad sa
stailc ocrais deireannach.

Bigi uile bréddil as bhdr nais-
iintacht agus seasaigi an f6d in
&adan na nGall ar son bhar gecuid
féin atd ag fulaingt sna Blocanna
H agus i gcarcair Ard Mhaca. Ach
nios tabhachtai fs leanaigi” ar an
bhéthar chlocach chun saoirse.

T4 geimhle phian is 16an mhuin-
tir na hEireann bearnaithe go deo
anois.

FANNING, Eugene. (Portiaoise). Birtn-
day greetings Eugene, from Sheila and
Aine.

FINUCANE, Seamus. (H6-Block). Best

wishes, Seamus. Your fight is our fight.
From the. Lenadoon H-Block Action

Committee.

FINUCANE, Seamus.  (H6-Block).
Happy birthday, big lad. From your
mates in the ‘Doon’, Maggle, Theresa,

Andrea, Josle and Geraldine.xxx.
FINUCANE, Seamus. (H6-Block). Love
and best wishes son on your birthday.
From your mother in Australia.
HUGHES, Francis. (H5-Block). Birthday
greetings, Frank. ‘For your rights you
would dle, for in you the spirit of 1916
lives on, and always will until Ireland's

a nation.' Good luck. UTP. From
Dolores and Paddy.
HUGHES, Francis. (H5-8lock). Birth-

day greetings, son. You and your brave
comrades are always remembered. ‘Ire-
land shall never be at peace untll Ireland
Is free.’ s of love from mummy,
daddy, brothers, sisters, and all your
many friends.

ROONEY, Phillip. (H3-Block). Birthday
greetings to our cousin Phillip. Twenty-
two and never been kissed! “The revol-
utlonary must give the people the
example of bravery and decisiveness of
self-sacrifice and loyaity to the revol-
ution." Victory to the blanket men and
to the Armagh women. All our love and

y. From Eilish, Tony and Bernie,

Lisa and Karen, Marle, Eamon and

Ciaran.
ROONEY, Phillip. (H3-Block). Birthday

SBRADLEY, ' John. (H-Block). Turf
Lodge RAC .salute. John Bradley on
completing four years on the blanket
protest. Your fight Is our fight. Victory
1o the blanket men iud to the Armagh
“women.
MCDONNELL, Gerrs: mmck). Sol-
“idarity ‘grestings. Gerfy  on- compieting
! 3 he.

mnyxs on the & on March
Sth; Your fight ‘is ogr fight. Thinking
‘ofyou aiways. Love Shella.

McDONNELL, Gerard. Patrick. (H4-
Block)., Congratulations on completing
three years on the blanket. Our thoughts
ang arayers are with you always. To you
and your, comrades we send our best

wishés. Mour flght is .our fight, Love
from nilim and dad. Xxx.
‘MCDONNELL, ‘Gerard-~ Patrick. (H4-

Block). Best wishes ta'you on complet-
ing’ three years-on the.blanket. Victory
to {he blanket men! Lave from Anne,
Linda, Pdul, Conor and Lisa. xxx.

MCcGDIGAN, Ellen. (Armagh). Congrat-
ulations te our daughter and sister
Ellen on completing two years on the
protest for political status. We are
behind you all the way. God bless you
and all your comrades in Armagh and
In the H-Blocks. From your loving
father, mother, Colm, Sean and Tom.

TP.

Solidarity Greetings:

greetings. to our nephew Phillip. We
salute you and all your comrades In
your struggle for political status. Love
and solidarity. From Minsle and Willie
Higgins, from Frankie (H5) from all the
family circle, from big Joe and Sarah and
all the Gowdy's.
ROONEY, Philllp. (H3-Block). Birthday
greetings to our brother and comrade.
*we'll wear no convict’s uniform." All
best from  Hughie (H3), Gerald
(Portlaaise) and from Teresa and w
Sam.
ROONEY, Phillip. (H3-Block). Happy
birthday Philllp on your 22nd birthday.
“Stone walls do not a prison make, nor
iron bars a cell, if | have freedom In my
love and in my soul am free.” Love and
solidarity from Brendan, Susan and new.
baby. Also from Jim and Teresa, Paula
and Smurf, Bernadette and Stephen.
ROONEY, Phillip. (H3-Block). Happy
birthday Phillip. You are always in our
thoughts and prayers. Love and
solidarity from Marle, Tucker and
family, Eddle, Maisle and family, Pat-
rick, Annette and famlly, Betty, Ray
and kids, Dolores, Thomas and famlly.
ROONEY, Philllp. (H3-Block). Birthday
greetings to our son Philllp. The pol-
itical prisoner must take pride in the fact
that he suffers persecution for justice.
God give you and all the blanket men
and protesting women strength to fight
to victory. Al our love. From your
mother and father.
SANDS, Bobby. (H3-Block). Birthday
greetings to our friend Bob on his 27th
birthday. May you live until you are as
old as Methusala. Good luck for your
coming ordeal. Victory to the blanket
men and to the Armagh women. Sol-

Idarity from your comrade Gerald
Rooney and from your friend Ellish
Carliste.

comrades . o Armagh
H-Blocks. From your

and
loving granda.
Also_from your uncles Thomas, Oliver |

wplngham. UTP. §

in the

and Geordje, 8i
MCGUIGAN, Eflen. (Armagh). Canarat
ulations Ellen ‘on ‘completing twa yeals
on protest for sofitical lhlu:. Thinking:
. gatiant comraves
alw: mﬁ Fromm Kath-
Ieen Paddy and famify. Glenveagh.
McGUIGAN, Ellen. {Armagh). Congrat-
ulations Elien on comipleting two years
on the protest Tor political status. We
are proud of you. rom Wul couunl
Margaret, Anfe S Joe.
McKNIGHT, "
s .

*Hnu (Hsalscx).

years on thd 'ank-n A blankel
is the nablest) gowa ' an irishman €an
wear. All the best 10 you and to all youle i

comrades. | and Yvoana and
family drcle. ¢ -
MCKNIGHT. Chris, 2PInta*: (M5 Siock)-

Congrataiatjonis ‘@n ' completing your
fourth year on ihe.blanket. Regards to
you and to all your comrades. From -
your old friend Mark.

THE RCG seads solidarity greetings to
Ireland’s  freedom fighters in the
H-Blocks and Armagh jail, on this March
1st, the fifth anniversary of Britain’s
falled attempls to criminalise the (rish

AR

MCGUIGAN, Ellen. (Armagh). Congrat-
ulations to my Ellen on
completing two years on protest for
political status. "It Is not they who can
Inflict the most, bul those who €an o ypg
endure the most who will ultimately
trlumph.'"  God bless you and all your

struggle. We pledge our full
mnnon to those undertaking a second
hunger-strike for political status. Victory
Irish  Republican Movement}
Victory to the hunger-strikers! Political
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Status now!
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H BLOCK HUNGER-STRIKE STARTS : NO WASH/NO SLOP-OUT PROTESTS END

‘DALY GIVES BRITS
AMMUNITION

BY PETER AHNLIS

THE initially lone hunger-stnke,
launched by Bobby Sands last Sunday
March 1st, and supported by protests
in Belfast, New York and London,
was the subject of an attack that
same day from Catholic bishop
Edward Daly of Derry, during an
address to young people in the city,
and was also raised in Westminster
on Tuesday, when the second pledge
in a week came from Northern direct-
ruler Humphrey Atkins that the
British government would not budge
an inch in its position.

The week also saw the ending of
the incredible endurance by the
H-Block prisoners of the three-year-
old no wash/no slop-out protestand by
the Armagh women of their one-
year-old similar protest.

Last week’s last ditch bid by the Repuh»
lican Movement to avert the hunger-strikes
met with success in Armagh jail, but was
declined by the blanket men who stated
that they had “genuinely and sincerely
attempted to end the deadlock” but that
all their efforts “were ruined by British
intransigence” and that there was no other
course of action but the hunger-strike
open to them.

Confirmation of the hunger-strike came
in a formal announcement from the H-Blocks,
issued in Belfast last Sunday just before
the Belfast demonstration.

While this statement was being issued,
Bishop Daly, addressing a conference of
Catholic youth in Derry, attacked the
hunger-strike as not being ‘morally justified’
and urged the nationalist youth not to
support hunger-strike protests by H-Block
action groups unless such groups dissociate
themselves from “groups which have a
policy of guerrilla warfare.”

He also attacked the continuation of the
no wash protest, which, when it coincidently
ended the next day, drew no commendation
from him, or immediate call on the British
administration to reciprocate.

Last year, Bishop Daly and Cardinal
O Fiaich began a series of meetings with
Humphrey Atkins from March to September,
and it was clearly understood that it was
only these discussions, aimed at settling the
H-Block crisis, which were deferring the
hunger-strike.

These talks flopped, but neither Bishop
Daly nor Cardinal O Fiaich (who flew off
to a month-long conference in Rome)
explained this to the waiting prisoners or
publicly clarified their failure, when a
clarification would have injected more
support into the first hunger-strike campaign
and perhaps swung the British earlier and
definitively.

Bishop Daly also claimed that he felt
he was used by the British and ‘other groups’
during the last hunger-strike. But Sinn Fein
pointed out that he was certainly used by
Humphrey Atkins but not by the prisoners
or .their supporters, because ~conditions
in the H-Blocks had not changed.

TRIBUTE

His statement, which Sinn Fein said had
played into the hands of the British govern-
ment, was explm(ed by Humphrey Atkins,
who last Tuesday in Westminster paid warm
tribute to the bishop’s condemnation of
H-Block support’ groups, describing his
comments as ‘undoubtedly helpful®.

But Atkins did not comment on the
bishop’s criticism of the British, which was
buried in the text of his long address, and
which said: “I believe very much that
prison  conditions can and should be
improved, | believe that all prisoners in
the North should be allowed to wear their
own clothes at all times. | believe that the
inflexibility for which the British govern-
ment was criticised at the European court
is still in evidence.”

The decision to end the no wash/no
slop-out protest had been discussed by the
H-Blcck and Armagh prisoners among
themselves for some weeks, and was timed
for the day after the start of Bobby Sands’
hunger-strike.

In its propaganda the British govern-
ment- had been portraying (with some

As thousands marched in Belfast in support of the H-Block hunger-strike, which commenced ast Sunday,

Bishop

Edward Daly finset) launched a verbal attack on the prisoners’ protest, thereby giving the British government

ler Atki Daly”:

fresh ion. In onTuesday, dil

success) the no wash protest as self-inflicted,
and by.concentrating on this issue had been
able to camouflage the real issues which
the prisoners dispute: prison work, the
wearing of prison - clothing and (were it
not for the blanket protest) forced association
with loyalist prisoners. ¥

HIGHLIGHT

“With a hunger-strike in the H-Blocks
now commanding increasing attention,”
said the protesting prisoners, in a statement
on Monday, “we have decided to end the
no wash/no slop-out protest and, by doing
so, to . highlight - the main areas of our
demands which are not about cell furniture
or toilet facilities but about the right not
to wear prison uniform (prison-issue cloth-
ing) in the H-Blocks, and in both the
H-Blocks-and Armagh prison the right not
to do prison work and the right to free
association with fel/ow political pnsoners
(which ir de from loy

“Despite endmg the no wash prutesl
and despite the public attention now being
focussed on the prisons we do not expect
the screws to react more humanely. Each
time we ring the bell to go to the toilet it
will be at the whim of screws whether we go,
in which case we will have to run a gauntlet
of insults and assaults or don’t go, in which
case the temptation out of frustration
would be. to return to thg no wash pmrest’,
and avoid all contact with' :the pnson
administration.

“Nevertheless, as from today, we are

prepared to run that gauntlet to highlight
the “hunger-strike and the issues behind
our demand for political status. In the
HBIocks Ihe blanket protesr symbol of

will and in
Armagh, where we the women can already
wear our own clothes, the no work protest
will also continue.”

SURPRISE

So close a secret was this decision (de-
spite. the fact that over four hundred
prisoners were involved) that it completely
took the prison administration, the prison
chaplains and the media, by surprise. Prison
warders at first ignored the prisoners when
they said they wanted to go to the toilet
but, as it slowly dawned on them that the
men were serious, senior warders checked
for- themselves before ringing Stormont
Castle for a directive.

All the men were issued with two towels,
were unconditionally allowed out to wash,
and were then moved into clean (and some
furnished) cells.

Up unti] March 1978 the men had been
allowed to wash at sinks outside of their
cells, draped with a towel and with a spare
towel for drying themselves. A" prison
regime decision to limit each man to one
towel (which he was not allowed to wear),
coupled with an intensification of assaults
on naked blanket men going to the showers
and toilets resulted first in blanket men

K staying in their cells and then — when they

were refused slop-out buckets, and were

helpful *

prevented from throwing the contents
of their chamber pots out of the blocked-up
windows — in them going on the no wash/
no slop-out protest.

HARD-LINE

In Westminster, on Tuesday, Atkins,
with all-round party political backing,
reiterated the extremely hard-line position
of the British government. He said: “We
shall not give way on the issue of political
status under pressure of further protest
action whatever form this takes, and whether
it is inside or outside the prisons.”

While it is correct to assume that the
Brits would not be so cocky about boasting
of their intransigence, if they did not
intend to remain so, it is still the case that
nothing short™ of tangible expressions of
massive and concerned opinion, both in
Ireland and internationally, will shift them.

For what itis worth, Atkins has apparently
left room for some manoeuvrability, if that
can be read from his response to a question
from loyalist MP William Ross, who wanted
assurances that there would be no more
prison reforms in the North ahead of reforms
in British jails.

In reply, Atkins said: “/ do not think it
would be right just because of the actions
of one or two individuals or even a group
of individuals (an obvious reference to
hunger-strikers), for the government to cease
its efforts to provide the best possible regime

in the prisons, wherever they are.”

Political status now!

LAST SUNDAY, March 1st, republican prisoners
announced the commencement of an H-Block
initially to be solely led by the
blanket men’s former O/C, Belfast republican

hunger-strike,

BobbySands. The text of their statement is:
“We,

to day as we have consistently re

the Republican POWs in the H-Blocks of Long
Kesh, and our comrades in Armagh prison, are entitled
to and hereby demand political ﬂnu:, and we reject
jected every day since
September 14th 1976, when the blanket protest hmn,

the British s
ourselves and our struggle.

criminalising the cause of Ireland the

“Five years ago this day, the British

declared that anyone arrested and convicted after March
nd no longer
e still able to
declare that that criminalisation policy, which we have

1st 1976 was to be treated as a criminal
as a political prisoner. Five years later we

resisted and suffered, has failed.

“Il a British government experienced such a long and
ic policy in England

w0 8

d and not

status.”

then that policy would almost certainly be changed.
But not so in Ireland where its traditional racist attitude
blinds its judgement to reason and persuasion.

“Only the loud voice of the Irish people and world
opinion can bring them to their senses and only a hunger-
strike, where lives are laid down as proof of the strength
of our political convictions, can rally such opinion, and
present the British with the problem that far from

intransigence is
actually bringing popular attention to that cause.

“We have asserted that we are political prisoners and
of  everything about our country, our arrests, interrogations,

trials and prison conditions, show that we are politically

d by selfish reasons or for

selfish ends. As further demonstration of our selflessness
and the justness of our cause a number of our comrades,
beginning today with Bobby Sands, will hunger-strike to
the death unless the British government abandons its
criminalisation pnllcv and meets our demand for political

B0BBY SANDS

— on Monday, his twenty-seventh
birthday, he will have been nine
days on hunger-strike
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