DAY 57

FOR H-Block hunger-strikers Raymond McCreesh
and Patsy O'Hara this Sunday is their fifty-saventh
day on their fast, to the death if necessary, to
achieve their just demands s republican political
Prisoners in the H-Blocks of Long Kesh, Pen
portraits of Reymond and Patsy are published
on pages 26 to 29 inclusive: ‘Reymond McCreesh:
o quiet, good-natured and discreet republican’
and ‘Patsy O'Hara: a determined and courageous
Derrymen.’ Ses also, page 4, Two becoming
critical, with Hughes dead.’
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® The hearse containing the remai
flanked, on Friday, by an IRA
through the lanes of South Derry, led by the family

ns of IRA Volunteer Francis Hughes was
guard of honour, and followed by thousands
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Thursday night, took some of the
cockiness out of the sectarian thugs who
have been plaguing and shooting the
nationalist youth of the city with a
particular ferocity since the deaths of
hunger-strikers Bobby Sands and Francis
Hughes.

It was a fitting response but one
which does not measure up to half the
persecution inflicted upon the oppressed
nationalist people by the uniformed
loyalist thugs and their colleagues in
khaki. <

This last week of death and tragedy, grief and
bereavement, sorrow and anger, spilling over into
street resistance and a mounting series of IRA
attacks on the Brits and the RUC, is the direct
responsibility of the British government.

Following the deaths of first Bobby Sands and
now Francis Hughes, people are outraged at the
callousness symbolised by the cold-hearted That-
cher, who has rejected, not republican calls for a
compromise, but even the appeals of Cardinal
Tomas O’ Fiaich, Senator Edward Kennedy and
the private pleadings of the weak-kneed Charles
Haughey — a so-called ‘sovereign’ head of state
who is being stripped daily of his political machismo
in the eyes of his own supporters.

COMMANDING
Only those with their life on the line, or their
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A fitfing response

THE IRA's RPG-7 rocket attack which
ripped open an RUC jeep in Belfast, on

finger on the republican trigger, and their mass
of supporters, have been proving something.

Irish  republicans, whether on hunger-strike,
on active service, or out there with petrol bombs
or placards, have been upholding the principle of

_Irish independence, paid for in blood (and mostly

their own), and have been commanding the atten-
tion of the peoples of the world.

This hunger-strike has turned thousands of
nationalists into republicans overnight, has turned
raw youth into disciplined men and women pre-
paring for the ranks of the IRA, and has, as pre-
dicted if one hunger-striker died, created the fuel,
and regenerated the support, for the next twelve
years if that is how it must be.

CRACKED

When they took out the body of Bobby Sands
past ‘Francis Hughes’ H-Block cell, Thatcher
believed she would have cracked the prisoners
and cracked the morale of the IRA.

But Francis Hughes was unbowed, as were
Patsy O’Hara and Raymond McCreesh when his
body went past their cells. Now two more names,
two more photographs, two more fighters, Joe
McDonnell and Brendan McLaughlin, have stepped
forward into the public arena to be counted,
realising that death is the price of their republican-
ism.

The stream of coffins from the H-Blocks will be
paid for. Anyone from Elizabeth, Queen of England,
down to Johnny Brit (and the RUC and UDR are
inclusive), and the indifferent taxpayers who pay
for the blood and who had better fork out more
tax, will pay dearly for dragging tortured Ireland
through more war, through more death and suffer-
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Two becoming ¢
‘with H

ON Tuesday evening Francis Hughes became the

second political prisoner, in just over a week, to
die on hunger-strike in the H-Blocks.

He had survived fifty-nine days without food,
and despite his intense suffering he remained as de-
termined as ever right up to the end.

As Francis Hughes’ life
ended on Tuesday, Patsy
O’'Hara and Raymond Mc

Creesh, who are now becoming
critical, were in their fifty-
second day without food; Joe
McDonnell was still suffering
the initial hunger pangs as he
moved into his fourth day on
hunger-strike; and Brendan Mc
Laughlin was preparing to re-
place his comrade, beginning
his hunger-strike on Thursday.

COMA

Last Sunday, Francis was a-
nointed, and by Monday his condit-
ion was so serious that his family
were called to the prison.

They found Francis in an in-
termittent coma and completely
blind. He could barely speak or
hear during his periods of con-
sciousness. He was unable to move,
being physically exhausted.

However, he made it absolutely,
clear that the hunger-strike could
only end when the British conceded
the five just demands.

Late on Monday, Francis lapsed
into a full coma, but, despite the
imminence of his death, the prison

family. Only four members of the
family were allowed at the bedside
at any given time with the result
that Francis’ father could not be
present when his son died. This vin-
dictive treatment caused a great
deal of unnecessary additional dis-
tress to the family.

On Tuesday, at 5.43 p.m., IRA
Volunteer-Francis Hughes died still
fighting as an unbroken political
prisoner.

VOMITS

Raymond McCreesh, who this
Sunday is on his fifty-seventh day
on hunger-strike, is having serious
difficulties keeping down the
necessary amount of water. When
he drinks the water he vomits and
he is also experiencing constant
sickness.

Raymond has now lost over 34
Ibs. in weight during the course of
his hunger-strike.

By Friday he was in an extremely
weakened condition. His eyesight
was gone, his hearing was low, he
found it difficult to speak, and he
appeared, to his family visitor that
day; to be on the point of slipping
into semi-consciousness.

SUFFER

LY

® RAYMOND McCREESH
deterioration of first Bobby Sands
and then Francis Hughes, both Ray-
mond and his comrade Patsy O’Hara
will move into a critical stage with-
in days.

Patsy O’Hara, who is also on his

ghesdead

® PATSY O'HARA

this Sunday;, is similarly experienc-
ing the severe symptoms of a pro-
longed fast. He has lost 45 Ibs. in
weight, is having trouble 'with his
eyesight and his hearing, and is suf-
fering very bad stomach Pains and
intense headaches.

the symptoms of the last stages of
fasting to death, Joe McDonnell
from Belfast completes his first
week and Brendan McLaughlin
from North Derry takes the place
of his comrade Francis Hughes in

regime continued to harass the

Judging by the previous rate of

fifty-seventh day of hunger-strike

As Raymond and Patsy suffer

the continuing hunger-strike in the

THE REPLACEMENT for the late
Bobby Sands on the four-strong H-
Block hunger-strike is another Bel-
fast republican, who Wwas captured
simultaneously with Bobby in Oc-
: tober 1976.

Thirty-year-old blanket man Joe
McDonnell, imprisoned in H5-Block,
joined the hunger-strike fast Satur-
day, May 9th.

Born on September 14th 1950, Joe
McDonnell is one of a family of nine child-
ren. He is married with two children, Ber-
nadette, aged 10, and Joseph, aged 9. His
wife’s name is Goretti.

Joe McDonnell joined the Republican
Movement shortly after the introduction of
internment in August 1971. He had been
living with his wife and in-laws in Horn
Drive in the Lenadoon area of west Belfast
but was burned out by the loyalist UDA.

In 1972 he was interned for a few
months, first on the prison ship Maidstone
and then in Long Kesh. In 1973 he was ag-
ain arrested and interned in Long Kesh
until 1974.

In October 1976 he was arrested after
the IRA commercial bombing attack on
the Balmoral Furnishing Compar]y in
Upper Dunmurry Lane on the outskirts of
Belfast when Bobby Sands was also
arrested.

There was a gun battle between ghe IRA
and the RUC, when the latter arrived on
the scene, and two of the Volunteers,
Seamus Martin and Gabriel Corbett, were
wounded. Joe McDonnell was arrested with
three others, Bobby Sands, &al'l Lavery
and Seamus Finucane, i which

one gun was 1ecovered. They were brought
to Castlereagh and were interrogated for
six days during which time they were
roughly treated.

They were all charged with possessing
the one firearm and after eleven months on
remand, Joe and his five comrades, who all
refused to recognise the court, were sen-
tenced in September 1977 to fourteen years’
imprisonment.

Joe went on the blanket in the H-Blocks
and forfeited his monthly visits rather than
wear the prison uniform. His wife, Goretti,
and their two children, have not seen him
since September 1977.

Joe's brother, Frankie, is also on the
blanket, is serving five years’ imprisonment
for IRA membership, and is due for release
later this year.

Joe has now been on hunger-strike for
political status, to the death if necessary,
f eek,

BRENDAN
MCLAUGHLIN

THE REPLACEMENT for the late
Francis Hughes on the four-strong H-
Block hunger-strike is another
County Derry republican, who was
captured simultaneously with former
H-Block hunger-striker Tom McFeely
n May 1976.

Twenty-nine-year-old blanket man

: Brendan McLaughlin, imprisoned in

H5-Block, joined the hunger-strike
last Thursday, May 14th.

Brendan McLaughlin is a single, man
from Greysteel, near Eglinton, in North
Derry. He was reared on a small farm. His

: father died when he was twelve years of

age.,

After leaving school at fifteen he
worked in a petrol station for two years
and then on building sites. In 1970, at the
age of eighteen, he joined in the civil rights
struggle, and after the introduction of in-
ternment in August 1971 he joined the
Republican Movement.

In September 1972, he was forced to go
‘on the run’ and went to live in the Free
State. His mother died on Christmas Eve
1973.

In May 1974, he was arrested out of the
house he was living in, was charged with
withholding information, and was sen-
tenced to four months in Portlaoise jail.
In late 1974 he returned to Derry.

In May 1976, after a three-hour siege at

H-Blocks.

o

his house in North Derry, he, his thirty-one-
year-old brother Michael, and former hun-

ger-striker thirty-two-year-old Tom Mc
Feely, were arrested.

; When Brendan was being interrogated in
Llrna\_lady RUC barracks he refused to eat
or drink or co-operate in any way and was

» badly beaten.

In February 1977 Brendan was sen-
tenced to twelve years’ imprisanment. He
immediately went on the blanket and for-
feited his brief monthly visits rather than
wear the prison uniform,

Brendan has now been on hunger-
strike for political status, to the death if

necessary, for several days.
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Shortly after Bobby Sands was buried on
Thursday 7th May, Paddy Lalor, leader of
Fianna Fail Euro-MPs, called upon the Brit-
ish Conservative Euro-MPs ‘in the friendliest
possible spirit’, and on Sir James Scott Hop-
kins, their leader (who, with particularly ex-
plicit English chauvinistic venom, had earlier
called the hungersstrikers ‘murdering bas-
tards’), to ‘show understanding and
co-operation’.

He was snubbed by them, and received
little solidarity from Belgian Ernest Glinne,
leader of the largest political group in the
European parliament, the socialists’, who re-
fused to lay the blame for the present sit-
uation at the door of the British government.

This political position would, without
doubt, be decisive in any judgement reached
by Commissioners from the Strasbourg
commission, were they to intervene.

INTRANSIGENT

Commenting on the funeral of Bobby
Sands, Northern direct-ruler Humphrey
Atkins reiterated — as did British premier
Margaret Thatcher, after her meeting with
SDLP Jleader John Hume on Wednesday
night — the British government’s intransigent
stance and equated any lessening in prison
regulations in response to the five demands
as being equivalent to recognising the rep-
ublicans as political prisoners.
On Friday week, May 8th, both Haughey
and his main opposition spokesperson, Fine
Gael leader Garret FitzGerald, called for the
urgent intervention of the European Comm-
issioners. Haughey said such an intervention
offered the only hope of ‘achieving a hum-
anitarian and practical solution’, while Fitz-
Gerald suggested that the Commission should
set aside its bureaucratic procedures and per-
form its functions in accordance with the
spirit of the Convention on Human Rights.

Both Haughey and FitzGerald are worried
that the impotence of the constitutional
approach to this British-provoked crisis will
continue to generate support for the IRA.

But all approaches to Thatcher were re-
jected. Speaking at a Scottish Conservative
Party conference last weekend, she an-
nounced that the loyalist veto remained in
force and rejected criticism of British in-
transigence.

On American television, direct-ruler
Humphrey Atkins made the usual ass of him-
self, when attempting to defend the British
stance, He wandered into confused rambl-
ings about ‘the tragedy of Ireland’ over the
last sixty years and was attacked by loyalists
for seemingly questioning the union!

-~ REJECTED

Thatcher also rejected an appeal for pri-
son reforms from the so-called four Irish-
American horsemen — Senator Edward
Kennedy, Senator Daniel Moynihan, New.
York governor Hugh Carey and speaker of
the House of Representatives, Tip O'Neill.
She rejected a suggestion for reforms on
prison clothing and free association from
John Hume, and she ignored a plea from
Cardinal O'Fiaich, after the death of Francis
Hughes, to take action to resolve the crisis
before there was another death.

However, the idea of a diversionary in-
tervention from the European Commissioners
continued to be revived throughout the
week, with Brian Lenihan visiting Strasbourg
on Thursday night to discuss ways of intro-
ducing the Commissioners. But, although
there have been rumours of the Dublin gov-
ernment taking out a complaint, this seems
highly unlikely.

JOINED

Last weekend, the Free State Labour
Party leader Frank Cluskey joined with Haug-

alrashourg diversion

EVEN after the deaths of hunger-strikers
Bobby Sands and Francis Hughes, the proposal
and prospects of an intervention from the
European Commission on Human Rights ap-
to be Free' State premier Charles
Haughey’s main crutch from falling completely
under the growing clamour for the dismissal of
the British ambassador and an end to the Dub-
lin/London summit collaborationist talks.

raised a

[ BYPETER ARNLIS & KEVIN BURKE ]

(right,
they we
five demands

hey and FitzGerald in suggesting the inter-
vention of the Commissioners to resolve the
crisis. (All three main Free State political
parties are opposed to political status and
are suggesting further prison reform (or a
relaxation of prison rules) to reach a settle-
ment).

Cluskey went further and urged Haughey
to directly and publicly appeal to Thatcher
to reconsider her position. Something which
Haughey has refrained from doing, even
when, after the death of Francis Hughes, he
made his strongest statement so far, remin-
iscent of Jack Lynch’s 1969 ‘I shall not
stand idly by’ speech.

Haughey’s 1969 ally, Neil Blaney, who
actually visited Bobby Sands during his hun-
ger-strike, made a bold call on Haughey to
publicly challenge Thatcher. He said that a
failure on her part to respond favourably to
his intervention should be understood to
mean cessation of all border co-operation on
security, together with withdrawal of the
Criminal Jurisdiction Act and the Offences

d Teresa McCreesh (centre) — and seen here accomp:

against the State (Amendment) Act. He said
Haughey should simultaneously make every
effort to galvanise world opinion.

DEATH

The death of Francis Hughes on Tuesday
caused Haughey once again to postpone an
election announcement, which, on this occ-
asion was due mid-week. Fianna Fail con-
ventions to select candidates and space
booked in this weekend’s papers for Fianna
Fail election advertisements have all been
cancelled.

Haughey is afraid of putting to the test
his boasts of a special relationship with That-
cher, primarily because in the past she has
publicly rebuked his Foreign Minister Brian
Lenihan, and snubbed the three Euro-MPs
from the Free State who visited Bobby
Sands, and more recently rejected a major
appeal from SDLP leader John Hume. Like
Hume, Haughey clearly fears an exposure of
the constitutional approach to British rule
which would lead people to conclude that

rnoon and Thursday morning, hunger-strikers’ sisters Elizabeth O'Hara «
ied by National H-Block/Armagh Committee member Vincent Doherty (/eft) — said that
very disheartened, that Haughey had refused to call directly on Thatcher, and that he was not willing to answer whether he supported the prisoners’

the IRA is right and armed struggle the only
solution.

DIFFICULTIES

There appears to be no appreciation of
Haughey’s difficulties and the future insta-
bility of British rule and influence in Ire-
land from anyone in Britain, least of all That-
cher.

There has been almost unanimous backing
from all British parties for Thatcher's in-
transigence, butan attempt, coincidentally on
the evening of Francis Hughes’ death, by
some members of Labour’s Home Policy
Committee, to repudiate the current bi-
partisan policy failed. And, for making ‘dis-
ruptive’ comments on the situation in the
North, the Labour shadow cabinet was re-
ported on Thursday night to be seriously
considering asking leading left-winger Tony
Benn to resign. Earlier he had described the
partition of Ireland as ‘a crime against the
Irish people’.
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THE death of IRA Volunteer
Francis Hughes in the prison
hospital of Long Kesh at
5.43 p.m. last Tuesday, on the
fifty-ninth day of his hunger-
strike for political status, again
produced a widespread press
response in British and Irish
n

Most of Wednesday’s newspapers
contained banner headlines and
front-page articles announcing the
death, and in addition many papers
included editorial comments and
feature pieces on Francis Hughes’
boyhood and republican involve-
ment.

The shooting of the Pope, how-
ever, on Wednesday afternoon, al-
lowed most British papers — doubt-
less to their relief — to shift their
emphasis away from the hunger-
strike in Thursday’s editions. In-
deed, some of the British tabloid
newspapers quickly acquired a ful-
some respect for the papacy that
few readers had hitherto realised
they possessed, the virulently anti-
Catholic Daily Express’ going so
far in its editorial as to describe the
Pope as ‘the embodiment of good-
ness, courage and compassion’.

Equally perplexed as how to
deal with the hunger-strike while
John Hume’s ‘initiatives’ are clearly
coming to naught, the pro-SDLP
‘Irish -News’ reacted to form, by
feigning editorial amnesia and pro-
ducing an editorial on Wednesday
entitled “The French Election’, and
on Thursday entitled ‘El Salvador’!

Most newspapers concentrated
on repeating RUC ‘statements of
belief’ as to how many deaths Fran-
cis had been responsible for while
an active republican, thus engag-
ing along with the RUC in a cynical
game of posthumous conviction of
republican activities which they had
no evidence to charge him with,
when alive.

Editorial viewpoints swung be-
tween those who d the

HUGHES DjE

Dailp - Wail

Petrol bombs fly in Belfast, and

soldiers shoot a gunman dead
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everything- in the' North in the last
decade been special?”

A far more pointed attack is
.contained . in Claud Cockburn's
‘Close-Up’ column, also on Wed-
nesday, which says:

“..... it seems that the last people
to know how bad the Sands case
has made them stink in the nostrils
of the world are the unfortunate
British public.”

“Going on to note that the Brit-
meiehba

British government on ‘holding the
line’ whatever the cost, and those
who sought to shift the responsi-
bility for a solution away from
where it clearly belongs — with
Thatcher and with Haughey — by
voicing perplexity over how a sol-
ution could now be reached.

Such was the line muddled
through by The Guardian’ which
smugly and self-approvingly be-
moaned: “We may hate the whole
thing, your MP thinks: we would
ditch it tomorrow, given half a
chance. But we are half honourable
men with eyes and ears. And we are
stuck.” S

But, while such ‘liberal’ Brits
as ‘The Guardian® represents, get
‘stuck’ in their moral indecision and
distaste, republican prisoners are
dying, and have died, in the
H-Blocks. g

“Watching men die in Long Kesh
has become an appalling and a grue-
some experience The wh?/e
spectacle has elements of the grisly
public hangings of old.” X
So says Wednesday's rish
Times’ editorial, ‘Watching Men
Die’, which indicates a ppssible har-
dening of the paper’s atmudg again-
st continuing British intransigence.
Although the editorial cynically
accuses the Republican Movement
of ‘a deliberate set-up’ to ‘wring
hearts’, and contains no call on
Free State premier Haughey to act,
it astutely notes the removal of the
‘middle ground’ in the North
(SDLP supporters), and in a rela-
tively eritical tone concludes:
“No special consideration is the
British line. For God's sake, has not

ish d into think-
ing that the Free State reaction to
Bobby Sands’ death was one of ‘in-
difference’ or the ‘sinister machin-
ations of a few manipulators’, (as
they a/ways so deceive themselves),
he concludes by noting -that not
only the British public, but the
British establishment as well, fre-
quently are lured into believing that
Britain ‘is loved by people who, in
fact, regard it with a mixture of
hatred and contempt’.

Trish Independent

The “/rish Independent’ continues
to pursue its gutless line of appease-
ment with Britain. In its Wednesday
editorial, casually entitled ‘Another
death’, it poses the question ‘what
can the Irish Government do?’ and
answers, miserably:

“If Mr. Haughey appeals openly
to Mrs. Thatcher and. is openly re-
buffed by her, then relations be-
tween this country and Britain will
deteriorate.”

It goes on to feebly recommend
the European Commission of
Human Rights as the only possible
solution (and, ironically, given the
‘Independent’s’ pro-Fine Gael line,
the only way of getting Haughey
off the hook).

In a more emotive editorial,
‘Blackmail’, on Thursday, the target
not surprisingly is not the British
government, but republicans and H-
Block supporters.

iy
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Several hurt in Dublin clash
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Last Wednesday s newspapers

instability, it urges the view that:
“The violent men have made a
shambles. of the North. They must.
not get their way down here.”

THE IRISH PRESS

Wednesday’s: editorial” in The
Irish Press’ warns:

“Now two young men who were
folk heroes to their own organisat-
ion, ‘the Provisional IRA, are be-
coming folk heroes to the mass
media of theworld....... The reaction
in terms of support, resources of all
sorts to the Provisional IRA, is go-
ing.to be astronomical.””

The editorial goes on to say that
there are scores of H-Block prison-
ers ‘not alone willing but eager’ to
follow in the footsteps of Bobby
Sands and Francis Hughes, and says
that if Thatcher thinks she can con-
tinue allowing hunger-strikers to die,
‘she is .utterly and dangerously
wrong'.

Nevertheless, while ‘The Irish
Press’.does tentatively suggest some
diplomatic pressure, via the Euro-
,pean Commission, from the Leinster
House government, it baulks at
suggesting the real and urgent nec-
essity of the ending of all diplomatic
and collaboration links with Britain,
as the only way of saving the lives
of following hunger-strikers,

WS LETTER

The loyalist voice of the North,
the Belfast ‘News Letter’, con-
tinues absurdly to reassure its read-
ership that the hunger-strike, and
the deaths of hunger-strikers, is hav-
ing no crucial effect on political
relationships in Ireland.

In Wednesday’s editorial, ‘Haul-
ing down the flag’, speaking of the
‘devastating catastrophe’  and
“frightful carnage’ which, it claims,
all feared, the paper states:

“It was all a figment of the fer-

The reason for the 2D
editorial’s outburst is this week’s
sporadic rioting in Dublin follow-
ing Francis Hughes’ death, and once
again, typically, ignoring comple_u.elv
the responsibility of the British

occupation for Northern political

tile imagil of news editors far
removed from the scene .....”
Continuing blandly that “Jife
goes on_with a normality that at
times surprises even the natives,”
the whole fragile logicof the ‘News
Letter’ comes unstuck a couple of

SECOND iy
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Hurvhvi-l’rmisiml;ﬂs hero
£
RUC™s most wanted man

sentences later with the report that
the English Football Association
has cancelled a game due to be
played in Belfast this weekend.
Abandoning all pretence of ‘nor-
mality’, ina classically typical piece

of loyalist hysteria,
Letter’ rants: |

“This is an appalling appeasement
rivalled only by the late Neville
Chamberlain. It concedes where
concession means defeat, it is re-
treat where a stand is imperative, at
a time when _the whole future of
this country is threatened and this
Province is under siege from a gang
of pseudo-nationalists.””

the ‘News

[ ol Tecgraph |

Attention focusses on Charlie
Haughey’s welcomed collaboration
with the British government, in the
‘Belfast - Telegraph’ editorial on
Wednesday, ‘Holding - the line’,
which clearly reveals that paper’s
belief that the Free State premier
is buttressing Thatcher’s intransig-
ence:

“Clearly, Mr. Haughey is em-
barrassed by the continuing build-
up of emotion, as death follows
death, but he, too, must keep his
nerve......“

“Like all those opposed to terr-
orism, and in favour of political al-
ternatives, he can only sit the
hunger-strike out, and hope.

Two whole pages of paié-for in-
sertions by H-Block supporters, ten-
dering sympathy to the Hughes
family on the death of their son
Francis, failed to move the “Irish
Net_lvs' sufficiently to publish an edi-
torial on the hunger-strike crisis in
Tht;rsday’sdedition, following Wed-
nesday’s editorial
peaus on The French

Some  consolation
derived, however, from the fact
What not even the assassination at-
Eer_npt on the Pope's life roused the
/(lsh News’ editor sufficiently for
h;‘m to returfr; to his office from his
afternoon o i i i
Attein + and rewrite his edi-

Instead Thursday'’s editorial, ‘E|
SR e S

may be

Salvador’,
wisdom as:

“A man can be so Preoccupjeq
with his own problems that he fails
to think about the far greater oeq
being experienced by his neigh-
bour.”

treated readers to such

And it continues, blithely: “p,
tend to dwell on English crimes j,
Ireland and it would be wrong 1,
deny that such crimes have takep
place. But these crimes pale into
near insignificance when compareq
with crimes committed by other
countries or regimes against whole
peoples throughout the world,”

Thus are the deaths of Bobby
Sands and Francis Hughes, the hupn-
ger-strike, and eight hundred years
of British occupation, lightly dis-
missed!

‘Convicting’  Francis Hughes,
posthumously, of the killing of
thirty people — in its front-page ar-
ticle, ‘The Daily Telegraph’ editor-
ial on Wednesday, ‘A time for cour-
age’, ridiculously offers the opin-
ion that governments are too
susceptible, in general, to the con-
cept of ‘public opinion at home and
abroad’.

Congratulating  the Thatcher
government for doing its duty in
the face of ‘an efficiently con-
ducted chorus of often fraudulent
wrath’, with the assistance of Lab-
our leader Michael Foot and most
of his Labour MPs, the Telegraph’
says: “There may be plenty of trou-

ble yet to face in Ulster and on
the mainland, but not half so much
as would have followed from yield-
ing to terrorist demands,” and con-
cludes, with maybe more truth than
‘The Telegraph’ realises: “The Gov-
ernment’s courage will have its re-
ward.”

THE GUARDIAN

Thursday’s ‘Guardian’ editorial
is. a masterpiece of pseudo-moral
deliberation which, ultimately, fails
— or refuses— to emerge from that
deliberation and make a clear pal
itical statement of belief.
Nevertheless, it does contain a
number of home-truths for the Brit-
ish public: most of them regard
‘Northern Ireland’ as an ‘alien coun-
try’ and want nothing to do with
it; most of their politicians don't
understand what is happening there
either; and the IRA is not simply ‘a
tiny, brutal, unrepresentative min-
ority amongst a minority’.

‘The Guardian’ editorial, how-
ever, by foolishly fudging the issue
of the political motivation of rep-
ublican freedom fighters with the
motivation of an East End bank
robber (fired by ‘a random GLC
election leaflet’l), continues to op-
Ppose political status, and, while sug-
gesting ‘a little scope for trimming’,
gets stuck.in its own deliberation.

Daily = Wail

‘One of the real hard men’, is
how Wednesday’s editorial in the
‘Daily Mail’, “The killer who killed
himself’, describes Francis Hughes.

The paper goes on' to say that
Francis Hughes’ death will not be a
source of world interest or concern,
both because people have become
acclimatised to  hunger-strikers’
_deaths, and because Hughes himself
‘cannot be glamourised, except by
Republican ballad writers'.

“Alas, consciences have becomé
calloused,” says the Daily Mail’-

So they have. The consciences of
Margaret  Thatcher and Charles
Haughey. But not the still angered
and indignant consciences of

i 5

Irish people! §
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“BY PETER ARNLIS

HARDLY before people had even
recovered from the shock and trauma
of Bobby Sands’ death came the
devastating news just before six o’clock
last Tuesday evening that his com-
rade, Francis Hughes, on the fifty-
ninth day of his hunger-strike, and in
a coma, had died at 5. 43 p.m. in the
H-Block prison hospital.

At Francis Hughes’ bedside, when he died
were four members of his family — hi;
sisters Noreen, Maria and Vera, and his
brother Roger — and Fr, Murphy, a prison
c_haplain; although in the last few days of his
life ‘the prison administration had been
placing unnecessary and petty restrictions
g:d!he numbers who could sit by Francis’

IMMEDIATE

There was an immediate reaction seen on
thp streets of Belfast, Derry, and Dublin,
w_l(h the two Northern cities experiencing
bitter street rioting. And the British army
and RUC, obviously with a brief to crack
down on any public expression of sympathy,
unleashed a wave of terror against peaceful
protestors as well as rioters.

The fact that there has initially been less
overt international reaction to the death of
Francis Hughes (even apart from the domin-
ation of the news by the unsuccessful
attempt on the life of the Pope) than to that
of Bobby Sands, is mistakenly being inter-
preted by British premier Thatcher that
the protests and concern have reached a
peak which no subsequent deaths can match.

While undoubtedly the measured state-
ments of Free State premier Haughey are
tempering the attitudes of observing con-
cerned foreign governments and politicians,

the appalling prospects of the H-Blocks
emptying through a procession of continual
hunger-strikers’ coffins is horrifying  Irish
opinion which is moving against I'taughey's
reticence.

IRA

In a statement issued shortly after ?‘ncis’
death the IRA extended condolences to the
Hughes -family ~ “on the death of their
courageous son Frank after fifty-nine days
on hunger-strike in the murderous H-Blocks
of Long Kesh.” The statement continued,
“*he was one of this struggle’s bravest soldiers
and never shirked in the face of the English
enemy nor in its clutches.”

His fellow comrades in the, H-Blocks
sent their sympathies to the Hughes family
and stated: “/n the liberation struggle he

7 nd

was an soldier, d d
strengthened by the k ledge that foreign
occupation of Ireland and foreign contro

of Irish  destinies infringed on the Irish
people’s God-given right to liberty...

“His death, coming just one week after
Bobby Sands’, represents the sense of con-
viction which exists among Irish republican
POWs. We are not, under any circumstances
whatsoever, going to surrender ourprinciples.

“Bobby Sands and Frank Hughes have
given their very lives for those principles
and we cannot, and will not, dishonour
them, or ourselves, by forsaking those
principles. Therefore the hunger-strike will
continue until our demands are met and
one of our number will replace Frank
Hughes on the hunger-strike.” (On Thursday
morning the replacement was announced
as Brendan McLaughlin from North Derry:)

HAUGHEY

Gerry Adams, on behaii of Sinn Fein,
offered - condolences and said: “/Against
overwhelming - public  opinion in Ireland
and abroad the Britjsh government, by its
refusal to grant political prisoners their
reasonable demands, stands camp/ggely
indicted of the murder of yet another Irish
freedom fighter. Mrs. Thatcher should now
accept that her attempts to stare down this
hunger-strike have failed. Charles Haughey
must also accept his responsibility, as his
silence is clearly being used by Thatcher to
exonerate the British government’s intran-
sigent position.”

The widespread pressure on Haughey
did force a response from him and he made
the hitherto empty threat that “no Irish
government can be indifferent to a prospect
of these deaths continuing.”

He also made his by now ritual, qnd
useless, but politically popular, contribution
to resolving partition by announcing that the
deaths had “confirmed once more, that
Northern Ireland, as at present constituted,
is no longer a viable political entity. A new
political arrangement is the only possible
way forward to peace.”

- brothers

@ The militancy of nationalist youth on
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the streets has clearly shown the North in

its true light as a war zone, ripped away the political ‘middle ground’, and left the

Brits’ ‘normalisation’ policy in tatters

However, Haughey still refrains from
publicly calling upon Thatcher, with whom
he allegedly has ‘a special relationship’, to
grant the prisoners their demands.

Even after meeting, last Wednesday,
Teresa McCreesh and Elizabeth Kelly, whose
Raymond McCreesh and Patsy
O’Hara are on hunger-strike, Haughey
still resisted appeals from ‘them to publicly
call upon Thatcher to grant the prisoners
their five demands. The deaths of Bobby
Sands and Francis Hughes also effectively
ruled out the plans he had for dissolving
Leinster House last Friday and announcing
a general election for June 11th.

O’FIAICH

Cardinal O’Fiajch responded to the death
of Francis Hughes by asking the hunger-
strikers to end their fast. He said the British
government could have solved the crisis on
several occasions during the past three years.
“How many more Irishmen must go to
their graves inside and outside the prison

before intransigence gives way to a con-
structive effort to find a solution?” he asked.

The cardinal, in a telegram which he sent
to Thatcher, said: “/ now repeat my earnest
request tc you and the Cabinet to abandon
the inflexible policy in Northern Ireland
regarding prison dress and the fraternisation
of prisoners at work or recreation...

“In God’s name, don’t allow another
death. | beseech you to make the move
immediately... Please send a representative
to talk to the prisoners’ spokesmen...”

This Thatcher refused to do.

AMERICAN

However, Thatcher did reply to an
earlier criticism by four leading Irish-American
politicians, one of whom, Senator Edward
Kennedy, again criticised the British govern-
ment upon the death of Francis Hughes.
He said: “/t is a death that might have been
avoided by a more flexible approach from
the British government.”’

In her reply, Thatcher said her govern-

WA2IITUS
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ment was not inflexible or intransigent
and could not and would not change its
H-Block prison policy. Senator Kennedy
immediately accused Thatcher of ‘unfeeling
inflexibility’ which would achieve ‘nothing
but more death’. He asked: “Surely it is
time for Britain to break the endless spiral
of death in Northern Ireland?”

HUME

Thatcher also rejected a plea from SDLP
leader John Hume, the so-called ‘darling’ of
the British administration who keeps the
Catholics on ‘the middle path’. He had a
well pre-advertised but not surprisingly
useless hour-and-a-half meeting with her last
Wednesday. Even before he met her to
discuss the H-Blocks his whole purpose was
undermined by television political commen-
tators, obviously briefed by Whitehall
officials, who told viewers that Thatcher
would be making no response.

Hume later said that he received a “flat
‘no’ “ to his suggestions (on clothes and
free association) which have been criticised
by republicans and the prisoners for separat-
ing them from the five demands as a ‘package
settlement’.

Hume’s meeting will probably have done
him no harm politically — as he can claim
to have done his best but failed. But his
criticism of Thatcher (he described her as
being ‘in implacable mood’) was hardly
harsh enough. And he still has not supported
the five demands, nor exercised all his
political muscle by, for example, breaking
off all meetings with Atkins and announcing
a policy of SDLP withdrawal from the
councils after next week’s local govern-
ment elections.

Loyalists have been more than satisfied
by Thatcher’s ‘no surrender’ stance over
the hunger-strike because it augurs well
for ,the reinforcement of the Union. They
have been uneasy though over the Catholics
of Turf Lodge and Derry defending them-
selves against tanks and the rifles of the
British army and RUC.

Leading Official Unionists have been
calling for petrol bombers to be shot, for
the reintroduction of water cannon and
tear gas, and the deployment of more SAS
units along the border.

TATTERS

Thatcher’s inflexibility is having a dis-
astrous effect (from a British point of view;
on the nationalist community in the North
and the ‘normalisation’ policy is in wstters:
with the image of the murderous, seciarian
RUC as tarnished as ever; with the inter-
national media closely following the course
of the courageous hunger-strike in the prison
camp; and with the militancy of nationalist
youths on the streets combining with the
British military presence to give the North
its correct image as a war zone; and, earth-
shatteringly for the British public, the
English Football Association cancelled their
international soccer match against the
Northern Ireland team due to be played
in Belfast this Saturday!

British political reaction to the death of
Francis Hughes has been one of continuing
support for Thatcher (including endorse-
ment from a public opinion poll). Only
the intervention of Labour left-winger
Tony Benn caused a minor ruffle, although
he personally is being threatened with
political ostracisation and being given the
‘option’ of resigning.

In New York members of the city's
largest labour union have thrown their
support behind the hunger-strikers. They
have promised to supply money and men to
stage demonstrations against the British.
And in Boston, the city council has renamed
the street in which the British consulate is
situated. It is now called Francis Hughes
Avenue,
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FOLLOWING the IRA bomb attack at an oil terminal on the Shetland .

L

Lot

4

4 an erial view of the BP oil terminal at Sullom Voe, Shetlafrd, showing Ibaafe'dl the
power station where the explosion occurred on Saturday during the Queen’s visit. The
arrow shows where the Queen and Prince Philip alighted

IRA attempt to

Islands o_ff the northern coast of Scotland whilst the British monarch,
Queen Elizabrit, was on an official visit there last Saturday, the IRA pointed
out that had they managed to place the bomb close enough to her then she

would now be dead.

This dire threat was issued through the Irish Republican Publicity Bureau
in Dublin and was signed by P. O’Neill.

The IRA pointed out that:
“While the British occupation
of lIreland continues then
members of the British ruling
class and administration will

North Sea oilfields. The explosion
happened at a point high in the
power station and debris was
scattered over a congested area.

continue to be subject to |RA
attacks. They have a choice.
The Irish people, who live
under British terror, do not.”

EXPLOSION

The midday explesion at the
Sullom Voe oil te~ 213! on Saturday
was in the terminat’s main power
station, a quarter of a mile away
from where the English Queen and
Prince Philip were attending the
terminal’s inauguration ceremony.
The pair were within minutes of
formally opening the terminal,
having arrived at the Shetland
Islands in the royal yacht.

The explosion, caused by 7lbs.
of gelignite, was in Europe’s largest
oil terminal, owned by British
Petroleum, where millions of gallons
of oil are daily piped in from the

y’s IRA operation was a
breach of Elizabrit’s security
comparable to a previous one, in
1977, during the Queen’s jubilee
year visit to the occupied six
counties of Ireland, when bombs
buried in the grounds of Coleraine
University exploded shortly before,
and after, a royal visit.

At that time the British adminis-
tration denied that bombs had been
placed, but the IRA’s claim was
later confirmed by British army
Brigadier - James Glover (now
Commander of Land Forces in the
North), in captured ‘document 37,
who admitted that a bomb on a
long (too long!) delay electronic
timer had been inside the university
grounds during the Queen'’s visit.

BREACH

Last weekend, in order to

Red faces

after green alert

POLICE FORCES throughout Britain were put on alert last weekend
by Scotland Yard’s anti-terrorist squad, after a Lo_ndon garage attend-
ant reported seeing a man with a Sten sub-machine gun, who spoke
with an Irish brogue. dehs

But the nationwide search to pre-empt a feared IRA campaign in
Britain, following the death of Bobby Sands less than'a wgek bq(ore,
ended when police swooped — in a full-scale operation involving a
police helicopter — on @ man as he drove a car out of an Exeter garage.

The man, his wife and eight-year-old son, and two others, were
rrested at gun-point and led away. ; AL
5 Fsive hougrs la;:gr there were red faces at the local police station 4and
at ‘the Yard's' ‘crack’ anti-terrorist unit when they released thirty-
eight-year-old Exeter builder Dave Brooke, whose Devon accent had
been mistaken for an Irish one, during a weekend trip to London.

And the Sten gun — well, it turned out to be a ‘fearsome-looking’
car jack!

minimise the loss of face to the
British establishment caused by yet
another IRA breach of their
bejewelled mascot’s security, the
Scottish  police, oil terminal
officials, and the British media -
presumably orchestrated by British
Home Office officials — played
down both the attack and the IRA’s
Saturday lunchtime claims of
responsibility to Reuters press
agency and, via the Belfast
republican press centre, to the
media at large.

A reporter, who was covering
the inauguration, said that when
newsmen made on the spotenquries
on Saturday lunchtime about the
IRA’s claim, they were told by
police that it was a hoax. Elizabrit's
entourage, including  security
officers, dismissed it as a hoax and
smiling senior police officers did
nothing to disturb that view.

From Saturday to Wednesday
the official line changed gradually,
day by day. From no explosion, on
Saturday; to an explosion by an

Thatcher.

In spite of a major step-up in
security  surrounding  Thatcher
following the deaths of the hunger-
strikers, it has been revealed, in Fri-
day's ‘Daily Mirror’, that a copy of
all her private and public engage-
ments for the next six days was
found lying on a table at the House
of Commons,

A major furore has been caused
by this lapse, that resulted in the
most confidential document, which

T T ——.
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.:1Th:d3.;itkh n:\onuv;h]:h:winq the flag in Ireland in August 1977. The IRA
ieved its previous major breach of her securit iversi i

e oo o rity at Coleraine University during
unknown cause, on Sunday evening;
to an explosion, not due to a
technical or equipment fault,as BP
attempted on Tuesday to shift the

blame away from themselves; and
finally, as Scottish police confirmed
on Wednesday, to an explosion
caused by high explosives!

HOT on the heels of the IRA’s successful breach of thi iti

: Queen Elizabeth’s security last weekend, with the b:r?\tr)n:):‘
: plosion at the Sullom Voe oil terminal in the ;
news of a security ‘scare’ involving British premier Margaret

Shetlands, comes

even includes the times -
cher’s frequent hairdressingz::;;l;’i‘ra\:-
ments, Iegving the confines of No.
10'Down|ng Street from where it i;
strictly never meant to move

An official investigation i
und_erway as to hoSv e et
a\;allrz:b!c, perhaps even
of the IRA sympathisers

who
suppo@fﬁlv lurking in the ranksacr;
the British Labour Party

it became
to the eyes
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IRA ATTAGKS
TAKE THEIR TOLL

earlier, in order to launchthe attack.
One Brit was hit in the leg, and the
other in the arm. One of them was
later said to be ‘seriously ill’ in

IRA ATTACKS against British occupation forces in the North dramatically
escalated following, firstly, the Belfast funeral of republican hunger-striker
Bobby Sands on Thursday afternoon, May 7th, and then, secondly, the

death of Francis Hughes, on Tuesday evening, May 12th, who also died in
the H-Blocks at British hands.

The attacks, resulting in serious injury to several British soldiers, have
been against a background of popular street violence directed against riot-
clad British troops and 'RUC gunmen prowling the fringes of nationalist
ghettoes and driving through the streets in their armoured tanks and cars.

A major blow to the morale of the RUC, and to their insatiable drive to
inflict maximum suffering on the nationalist population, was delivered, on

Thursday night in Belfast, in a successful IRA att
launcher against an RUC landrover.

One RUC man was killed
and four others injured, one
critically, when the rocket hit
the back of the vehicle,
pierced the armour plating and
exploded inside  blowing off
the roof, as its occupants pre-
pared to launch another plastic
bullet attack on youths on the
Springfield Road near its jun-
ction with Whiterock Road.

ROCKET ATTACK

The excellent IRA attack on the
vehicle, from a range of approx-
imately one hundred yards, res-
ulted in the first death of an RUC
man under rocket attack in a
vehicle.

The effect of the blow is em-
phasised by the fact that the RPG-7
had not been used for some time by
the IRA in the North and British
army intelligence apparently believed
that all had been captured.

The Russian-made RPG-7, which
is fired from a hand-held launch
tube, has been used on several
occasions in the past during IRA
attacks on British army and RUC
bases with varying success.

Thursday’s successful operation
is a pointer to the expertise of
IRA active service units now
operating in the current upsurge of
republican military activity.

TYRONE BOMBS
Following Bobby Sands’ death
on Tuesday 5th May, over sub-
sequent days (as reported in last
week’s An -Phoblacht/Republic

ack using an RPG-7 rocket

@ An IRA rocket exploded inside an RUC landrover blowing off the roof and killing one of the occupants

no hits were claimed by the IRA.
Rioting in Dungannon continued
for the second successive night and
three RUC men were injured in an
IRA hand-grenade attack in Ann
Street. The RUC were eventually
driven out of the nationalist west
ward of Dungannon and youths

News), there were a number of
attacks on troops and-RUC men in
Belfast, Derry city, and South
Armagh, resulting, in particular, inthe
killing of an RUC man in north Bel-
fast.

In County Tyrone, on the even-

“ing of Wednesday 6th May, the day
after. Bobby Sands’ death, (he_re
were a number of IRA commercial
bomb attacks.

Considerable damage was caused
to the golf club in Fintona by two
bombs. The Half-Way House public
bar (which was used by the RUC),
between Cookstown and Pomeroy,
was bombed.

Two bombs exploded at a super-
market on the Cabra Road, Dun-
gannon, and an explosion damaged
the offices of Finlay’s Concrete
Products, also in Dungannon.

Five shots were fired at the
RUC on the Donaghmore Road but

d a semi ‘no go’ area.

BARRACKS BOMBED

Last weekend, two British army
barracks were mortar bombed by
the IRA in separate attacks.

Two British soldiers were injured
in a mortar bomb and gun attack
on Newtownhamilton barracks in
South Armagh on Friday night,
May 8th. It was almost a carbon
copy of the rocket blitz on the vill-
age barracks two years ago when a
soldier was killed.

Nine missiles were fired from the
back of a lorry in Newry Street in
this latest attack on the fortified
target, which suffered considerable
damage. The mortars were set off
with an electronic timing device
from the unmanned lorry.

As troops moved in to examine
the lorry it blew up, although none
of the soldiers, who also came
under | RA gunfire, were injured.

The following night, Saturday,
Roslea barracks in County Fer-
managh came under mortar bomb
attack from the IRA.

Three British soldiers were in-
jured, one seriously, when the miss-
iles hit a hut inside the complex
and set it on fire. The mortars were
fired from a lorry placed in position
three hundred yards away.

They were detonated by remote
control, but, unlike the mortar
attack on Newtownhamilton barr-
acks the previous night, there was
not a self-destruct mechanism on
the lorry.

BELFAST ATTACKS

Between the funeral of Bobby
Sands and the death of Francis
Hughes there were a number of
specifically claimed IRA attacks on
British troops and RUC men in Bel-
fast.

On Friday 8th May, a single shot
was fired at troops on the Monagh
Road in Turf Lodge in the west of
the city. No hit was claimed.

During the evening ten shots
were fired at the RUC in Etna Drive
in Ardoyne in the north of the city.
Four of the RUC men were injured

as they dived for cover.

As heavy rioting continued in
Ardoyne on Friday night a blast
bomb was thrown at an RUC land-
rover, injuring five of the occupants.
One RUC man was kept in hospital
overnight but four others were re-
leased after treatment. The previous
evening two RUC men had been in-
jured in a similar attack.

A British soldier injured, on Sat-

urday, in an IRA sniper attack in’

west Belfast was later said to be
‘very seriously ill’ in hospital.

The soldier was shot in the chest
when a seven-man foot patrol came
under fire at the junction of Doon
Road and Lenadoon Avenue at
around 10 a.m. Half-a-dozen high
velocity shots, were fired at the
patrol by the IRA, but enemy fire
was not returned.

In west Belfast, on Monday, two
British soldiers were wounded in a
shooting attack mounted by the
IRA.

The Brits were members of a
four-man Royal Military Police
escort for a van delivering money to
the Whiterock post office. Two
armed IRA . Volunteers  had
commandeered a house at nearby
Divismore Crescent, two hours

hospital.

During Tuesday evening, May
12th, following news of the death
of Francis Hughes, there were — ag-
ainst a background of fierce rioting,
including petrol bombing — numer-
ous gun attacks on British troops
and RUC men in nationalist areas
of the city.

These included attacks in Ander-

1, Lenadoon, ‘Twinbrook,
Turf Lodge, Ballymurphy, Beech-
mount, St. James, Lower Falls,
Ardoyne, and Old Park. A soldier
was slightly injured when his patrol
came under fire in the Upper Spring-
sfield Road area.

On Wednesday evening the
attacks continued.

In particular, more than half-a-
dozen shots were fired at the RUC
in_one-ambush in Beechmount in
the west of the city; whilst a Brit-
ish soldier was seriously injured in
the chest, and rushed to hospital,
following a bomb attack on a foot
patrol passing the junction of Her-
bert Street and Crumlin Road in
the north of the city.

On Thursday evening, the IRA
mounted a gun attack on a British
army footpatrol in Ross Road in
the lower Falls. Although no hits
were admitted by the British army
a military ambulance was brought
to the scene of the ambush. As in
all other attacks through the week
the Volunteers returned safely to
base.

DERRY ATTACKS

Again, in Derry, there were IRA
gun and bomb attacks on British
troops between the funeral of
Bobby Sands and the death of
Francis Hughes, and the attacks es-
calated following news of Francis
Hughes’ death.

On Thursday week, May 7th, an
RUC man received shrapnel wounds
in his arm and legs when a bomb
exploded near him in the Fountain
area of the city.

During Friday afternoon, shots
were fired at soldiers and RUC men
in four different attacks, but no
hits were claimed.

Gun attacks continued against a
background of rioting. On Sunday,
more than twenty petrol bombs, six
blast bombs and acid bombs were
thrown at British troops and RUC
men in William Street and at the
Butcher’s gate area.

On Monday night a British army
mobile patrol came under fire.
Enemy fire was returned but there
were no casualties on either side.

As elsewhere in the North, gun
attacks and rioting were more num-
erous and intense in Derry city foll-
owing the death of Francis Hughes
on Tuesday evening, than the res-
ponse one week previously to the
death of Bobby Sands.

More than three hundred petrol
bombs were thrown by rioters in
the hours following Hughes’ death.
The city’s library headquarters was
virtually razed by petrol bombs,
causing more than half-a-million
pounds worth of damage.




Leathanach .10~ AN PHOBLACHT(REPUBLICAN, NEWS,. Saturday, May, 16t 19871

Eoasi

® Hundreds of young, and not so young, men and women openly confront the British army and RUC

® Local people use heavy mechanical digger and commandeered vehicles to block entry into the nationalist ghettoes
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® Behind make-shift barricades nationalist youths wait for the enemy ......

SPORADIC but intense boyt
of rioting continued oye, lh;
past week in many argy i
the North, with some dis
tricts fighting non-stop batt|e
with the British army ,
RUC, as popular anger flareg
in response to Britain’s dg,
policy in the H-Blocks,

Following the tragic neys on
Tuesday that Francis Hughes, 4,
second hunger-striker, had djeq n
Long Kesh, hundreds of YOuths
took to the streets armed with pet.
rol, acid and blast bombs to ¢,
front British forces. The tense 34
widespread rioting lasted into 1,
early hours of Wednesday mo,,
ing in many nationalist areas,

Rioting, often escalated by 14,
provocative behaviour of the Brits
and RUC, was still heavy in g fe,,
areas of Belfast and Derry, |3
weekend, following the explosion
of rioters on to the streets after the
death of Bobby Sands.

BELFAST
In Belfast, at Divis flats, local
youths kept up continuous battles
with the RUC and Brits, and at
tempts to penetrate the area were
met with whistle-blowing and bin-
lid banging.

Rioting on a lesser scale also
occurred in Ardoyne and on the
Falls Road. The RUC admitted that
in a matter of days fifteen hundred
petrol bombs had been thrown at
them in Belfast.

On Monday night the British
army made attempts to remove
barricades which had been erected
in the Twinbrook estate, since be-
fore the funeral of Bobby Sands.
The incursions met with a fierce
resistance as local people fought in
defence of their area.

DIED

On Tuesday evening, at about
quarter-to-six, news spread that
Francis Hughes had died on the
fifty-ninth day of his hunger-
strike. Growing anger and frustrat-
ion burst onto the streets as hund-
reds of young, and not so young,
men and women prepared for open
confrontation with the British army
and the RUC.

Barricades went up immediately
in many areas and petrol and acic
bombs were manufactured npenly
on the streets, particularly . Bel-
fast and Derry. Early sortie. into
the areas were made by mobile
enemy patrols before barricades
went up and the RUC and Brits
used this opportunity to inflict as
much damage as possible.

Plastic bullets were fired at
crowds banging bin-lids, and peace
ful pickets were disrupted. Many in
juries resulted from these attacks
including the fatal injury of a four
teen:year-old girl in Lenadoon
Hatred for the Brits was further in
flamed in this way.

DERRY
Heavy rioting broke out
Derry, Belfast, Dungannon and Lur
gan.

In Derry hundreds of youths
launched an attack on Rosemount
RUC barracks using petrol bombs
Seven blast bombs were als0
thrown at the barracks and an armY
hut inside the grounds was set o"
fire. :

Rioting also took place in v.ru’
centre of the town where pel
and blast bombs were again throW"
at the RUC and the Brits.

In the Waterside there W
strong resistance from the §
nascale area with several Pe!'’

(continued on next page)
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fcontinued from previous page)

bombs landing directly on British
army vehicles . During the night
Brits in the Shantallow area used a
heavy mechanical digger to wreck
the local Sinn Fein/H-Block centre.

PRESSURE

In_ Belfast, the Brits and RUC
were clearly under heavy pressure,
withdrawing totally from many
areas. Roads were blocked and
heavy rioting continued until the
early hours in Andersonstown,
Twinbrook, Ballymurphy, Lena-
doon, Short Strand, Beechmount,
St. James, Lower Falls, Clonard,
Ardoyne, and the Markets.

From around 8 p.m. the Brits
and RUC disappeared from much of
the Falls Road leaving the area to
the crowds of masked youths who
controlled the streets.

In New Barnsley an officious
British officer received a-lesson in
caution when a petrol bomb set
him ablaze, The incident was flash-
ed around the television screens of
the world. Acid and petrol bombs
rained down on Brit and RUC veh-
icles in the Divis flats (as usual) and
in the Markets.

DUNGANNON

In. Dungannon, following a large
rally in Ann Street, rioting began in
the George's Street area, during
which the offices of the Tyrone
Courier’ were set alight. Rioting
continued until the early hours in
this area, while another battle was
under way .in the Ballygawley
Road.

Several vehicles were comman-
deered and set alight, and a timber
yard was also set on fire. The RUC
used live rounds in addition to plas-
tic bullets in an unsuccessful at-
tempt to contain the popular res-
istance.

In Lurgan, street battles were
also fought during the evening in
the Teghnevan and Shankill areas,
while rioting also broke out in
Craigavon.

With the removal of Francis
Hughes’ remains to his home in

Bellaghy a period of mourning
began which brought an uneasy and
unreal calm to most areas.

But by Wednesday it was clear
that within the nationalist areas
there are growing numbers who are
losing faith in the feasibility of
peaceful protests in the face of
British intransigence in the H-
Blocks and armed force on the
streets.

in-lid banging on Tuesday evening, qutside the Republican Press Cent
. F:o?a:: alnnoung:esgme death of hunger-striker.Erancis Hughes.... ... ...
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FOLLOWING the deaths of
the hunger-strikers there has
been a change in the mood of
demonstrators in the twenty-
SIX counties, particularly in
Dublin city.

With the death of Bobby
3 Sands on Tuesday 5th May,
there was a dominant mood of
sadness and the silent marches
in his honour reflected this
mood.

But the growing anger was brief-
ly evident on the following evening
when after a GPO vigil, a hundred
or so youths slipped the provocat-
ive garda lines, appearing for the
first time in riot gear, and smashed
windows and cars in the prosperous
Dawson Street and Grafton Street
area of the city.

This smouldering threat to the
stability of the Free State was illus-
trated on Thursday evening in the
most deprived inner city area of
Sean McDermott Street and Glou-
cester Diamond.

In incidents not linked to any
hunger-strike protest, though obv-
iously inspired by the events of pre-

youths attacked a force of riot-clad
gardai with petrol bombs, a bakery
van was burnt, and the rioters
quickly disappeared into the flats
complex into which gardai rarely
venture.

.. Qther signs of -anger in the city
included " the “smashing=of “a shop
window in Drimnagh, apparently
because it had not closed on Thurs-
day’s day of mourning, and the hi-
jacking and burning of a bus in the
same area on Monday evening, dur-
ing which the hunger-strike was
referred to.

The following night another bus
was set on fire near Phoenix Park
and there were repetitions of bus
burnings on the Northside of the
city on Wednesday.

RIOTING

But by far the most serious riot-
ing in Dublijn, since the burning of
the British embassy in 1972, began
on the night of Tuesday 12th May
following ‘the news of Francis
Hughes’ death.

A march from the GPO to the
British embassy in Ballsbridge again
met a force of scores of riot-clad
gardai guarding the building. Stones
were thrown, and gardai baton-
charged the marchers.

In the ensuing events, many
people were injured, including a
man kicked unconscious by gardai
when cornered in a garden. Young
women were particular targets for
the batons and a nurse — identify-
ing herself as such, as she ran to
help the wounded — was also beaten
to the ground.

After the marchers had turned
and ‘run back towards the city
centre, gardai continued to baton at
random those walking along the

® Above and right: riot-clad gardai
baton H-Block demonstrators outside
the British embassy, last Tuesday

the hunger-strikers.

The ranks of gardai, with shields
and batons ready, guarding so
ostentatiously = the British Home
Stores, was also.causing a major dis-
traction for those attending the
meeting.

The speakers at the meeting all
emphasised the need for peaceful
marches and the containment of
anger. But in some cases it could be
said that condemnation of the pre-
vious night’s rioters displayed small
effort to understand the justifi-
able anger of newly-aroused youth.

The march which followed the
meeting was inexplicably delayed,

_ whilst an unauthorised orator was
allowed to harangue the crowd
from the platform. The confusion
caused, presumably by inaction
from somewhat inexperienced stew-
ards, was compounded when the
march, again inexplicably, turned
on its way to Leinster House and
headed back to O’Connell Street.

VICIOUS

About three or four petrol
bombs were hurled at the gardai at
the British Home Stores and the
march broke up in the face of
baton charges from gardai at front
and rear. As on the previous night
the gardai attacks were particularly
vicious,

A report in Thursday’s “rish
Press” records: “At /east ten people
were beaten to the ground and hit
repeatedly ....

“A number of young people on
their way home through the city
centre were caught up in the clashes
and slightly injured ....

“... six garda motorcyclists

drove from O’Connell Street into
Cathal Brugha Street in pursuit of
three youths. The gardai batoned
the youths to the ground, punched
and kicked them and then went on
in further search.”

As the march broke up many
windows of shops in the O’Connell
Street area were broken and several
cars and buses damaged. In Sean Mc
Dermott Street a bus was hijacked,
driven across the road and set on
fire.

CANCELLED
On Thursday 14th May, the Nat-
ional H-Block/Armagh Committee
announced that a vigil that night at
the GPO, a march on the British
Embassy on Friday night, and an-

P ts, en route, i g a
number of people totally uncon-
nected with the march. S

On the way back to the city
centre British-owned buildings were
the targets for attack from some of
the demonstrators; and among
those damaged were the Lombard
and Ulster banks, and British air-
ways, and several other offices in
the Mount Street area.

ANGER
Wednesday, about two

3 On
g thousand people again gathered at
.

23

k the GPO in Dublin’s O‘Connell
%% Street. Those attending were mo_stly
B young people and it was obwqus
that there was a mood of genuine
anger and frustration at the con-
tinued lack of movement from the
Free State authorities to support

SR

@ Outside of Dublin, there has been a spate of arson attacks against
:'Iun (above) egainst old-Etonian Lord Farnham’s cottage in County Cavan

British-owned

other in the city centre on Saturday
afternoon were cancelled. Express-
ing concern at the events of the pre-
vious night it said that “smal/ and
unrepresentative elements seem set
on obstructing the national comm-
/tgee’s stated policy of peaceful and
c_hgniﬁed demonstrations by engag-
ing in ill-advised and counter-
productive confrontations. "
Evidence that there are ‘agents
Provocateurs’ at work was supplied
at Friday afternoon’s vigil when a
tiny, supposedly left-wing, faction
distributed leaflets calling for an
end to peaceful protests and for
people to come to demonstrations
‘prepared to defend themselves’,
This group apparently wishes to
turn the anger of concerned youths

NN\

away from British targets, against
Free State ‘cops, courts and prisons’,
and presumably see the demon.
strations fizzle out in total cop.
fusion. It is unclear whether this is
well thought out counter-revolution
or the application of some mad-cap
theory which would sacrifice the
hunger-strikers rather than under-
take political groundwork.

MILITANT

Outside of Dublin, however, it
appears that some areas have found
a way of separating militant attacks
from the peaceful rallies, and thus
avoiding the gardai attacks which
might prevent the growth of the
crowds on the street.

In a reminder of just how much
of the twenty-six counties still rests
directly in British hands there has
been a spate of arson attacks on
British-owned houses in country
areas, each time with an H-Block
connection established.

On Monday week, May 4th, the
Monaghan home of Lord Ross
more was destroyed by fire causing
damage estimated at £% million.

Last Saturday, May 10th, the elev-
en-bedroomed mansion of British
High Court judge, Sir James Comy-

- Belvin Hall at Tara in Ciwary

Meath — was set on fire in the early ::
hours of the morning nd aimost ::
totally destroyed. :

Last Tuesday, May 12th, a
summer cottage on the shores of
Lough Sheelin in County Cavan, :
owned by old-Etonian Lord Farn-
ham, who also owns a large estate i
in the county, was also destroyed
by fire.

And early on Wednesday morn-
ing, the courthouse in Monaghan, 3 i
relic of British oppression still in &
use, was severely damaged by fire.

ATTACKS

It would appear that in the
country at least, the Whiteboys and
Ribbonmen may be two hundred
Years gone but their methods 3¢
obviously not forgotten.

The prospect of such attacks
on British-owned targets spreadind
into the city is one that can onl¥
Put more pressure on the Free Stat®
premier to act. The gardai would
obviously prefer the diversionary

 clashes on the streets which at €25t
have the effect of disruptind ‘"z
campaign’s intention to PU™SY
mass peaceful protests. o

The prospect of more deaths f
the H-Blocks and the inacnon(:e
Charles Haughey can only cause“ng
anger and frustration to bo'
point.




THE continued firing of lethal plastic bullets by
British army and RUC gunmen, not only at rioters,

but also — on occasion — indiscriminately at peace-
ful protestors and passers-by in nationalist ghettoes
of Belfast and Derry city during the last week, has
led to the death of a young teenage girl in Belfast
and' the injuring of countless others, ranging from
small children to elderly people.

Fourteen-year-old Julie Liv-
ingstone from Lenadoon in
Belfast was shot with a plastic
bullet on Tuesday evening,
and died as a result of her
injuries on Wednesday after-
noon.

The gun attack was callously
mounted by British forces on
women and children engaged in
bin-lid bashing at the Stewarts-
town Road, near Greenway’s shop,
to protest at the death, a short
time earlier, of Francis Hughes.

The crowd tried to find cover
when the gunmen opened up on
them but, when the firing stopped,
Julie Livingstone was found lying
in a pool of blood. -

A friend- of Julie's, - sixteen-
year-old Nuala Lowry, recalls:
“Just after 6 p.m. we went on a
message to my sister’s. On our way
back up again a saracen came along.
Everyone started to run — there
were about forty or fifty people
around, mainly women and child-
ren. We ran behind the hedge of a
sort of field. When we went to get
up, Julie couldn’t.”

There is some confusion over
whether the fatal plastic bullet was
fired by the British army or RUC.
But that murder was committed
there is no doubt.

Even RUC supporter Kevin
Smyth, of the Sticky Republican
Clubs, publicly stated that the
party had received eyewitness
reports that the occtiuit of an
RUC landrover h2: ‘ired a plastic
bullet at Julie anc her friend,
that there was no riot going on at
the time, and the RUC man con-
cerned ‘had a clear view and took
deliberate aim’.

Julie died in hospital on Wed-
nesday afternoon. She was the
youngest of thirteen children. Two
of her brothers are in the H-Blocks
of Long Kesh: Patrick, who is

child, Roi

serving a sentence of natural life,
and Martin, who is serving twenty-
five years.

DERRY

Throughout the week there were
continuous reports of serious injur-
ies as a result of Brit/RUC shoot-
ings.
On Thursday week, May 7th,
sixteen-year-old Paul Logue from
the Waterside in Derry was fired on
and hit by a plastic bullet follow-
ing which he was assaulted by RUC
men, receiving a wound to the fore-
head which required six stitches.

The following night, in the Shan-
tallow area of Derry, sixty-eight
year-old grandfather Patrick Doher-
ty was hit on the chest by a plastic
bullet fired at close range from a
British, afimy landrover.

He fall to the ground and was
assaulted by several Brits who then
arrested him. They spat on him
and, when the assault continued in
the back of the landrover, Patrick
Doherty passed out. He awoke in a
cell at Strand Road barracks and
was eventually taken to hospital
where it was discovered that his
skull had been fractured.

e 2 s
@ PATRICK DOHERTY, aged 68
skull fractured
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Another casualty of Friday night
in Derry was a twenty-one-year-old
man from the Creggan area who
was returning home from a night
out with two friends.

RUC men fired at them from
point-blank range hitting the youth
on the face. He was taken to hos-
pital, but despite spending two-and-
a-half hours in surgery he lost an
eye which was completely shattered.

BELFAST

Friday night in Belfast also saw
serious injuries being inflicted on
two youths and a man from nat-
ionalist areas.

Gerard ‘McGrann, from the New
Lodge area, was hit in the thigh by
a live round when RUC men op-
ened fire on him.

In - Ardoyne, twenty-two-year-
old John Wasson was hit on the
head and chest by plastic bullets af-
ter leaving the Crumlin Star social
club. .

He was knocked unconscious
and remained so for almost two
days. He is still paralysed down one
side of his body.

Thirty-six-year-old Alfred Parker,
from the Whiterock area, was hit on
the head by a plastic bullet, inflict-
ing a wound which required sixteen
stitches.

On Saturday evening, in the
Falls ‘Road area, RUC men again
opened fire with plastic bullets at
the corner of Linden Street. There
was only minor stone-throwing in
the area at the time.

Fifteen-year-old Dominic Marron
was struck, from close range, on the
head. He was rushed to the Royal
Victoria Hospital where he was put
on a life-support machine and
placed in an intensive care unit. His
injuries, according to doctors, could
still prove fatal.

Following the death of Francis
Hughes on Tuesday evening, the in-
cidence of injuries increased alarm-
ingly. Late on Tuesday night there
were reported to be about fifty
people in the Royal Victoria Hos-
pital on Belfast’s Falls Road suffer-
ing from plastic bullet injuries.

One of the first hit was twenty-
year-old Pauline Donnelly from the
lower Falls, mother of a five-
month-old child.

She was standing in Spinner
Street when two RUC landrovers

Divis man shotdead

- MAN from Divis Flats, in Belfast’s lower Falls, was shot dead

:vmezléfrfn:iﬁﬁrfﬁav evening, two-and-a-half hours after Francis Hughes died on
q n camp.

hu"g':"t‘ali';dtou"?nlzr?p::::nd /ig)'v)t) was in Massarene Walk when he was shot by a Brit-
ish ,:‘“y sniper wounding him in the chest, He'was taken, mortally wounded, to the nearby
Royal Victoria Hospital in a Knights of rv!ulm_ ambi (o Al J
delayed, en route (pictured above), ar!d died in hospll(uh leaving behind him a one-year-old
and his wife, Rose, who is expecting their second baby.

ulance which British troops deliberately

Emmanuel McLarnon was shot there had been a gun attack on the British
msnn:-lx'::mbor of the INLA. He was the second member of that organisation to die
‘a“ B:Ifut in five days. James Power, of the Markets, was Killed by what was believed to be a
premature bomb explosion, the previous Thursday, May 7th, the day of Bobby Sands’fun-

‘@ JULIE LIVINGSTONE, aged 14

@ 21-year-old Derry man
eye shattered by plastic bullet

appeared. The RUC opsened fire and
one of the plastic bullets struck her
behind the left ear and she coll-
apsed. Two men who went to her
aid were both fired upon and hit by
plastic bullets. Frankie Short being
struck on the arm and Victor An-
gelo was hit on the hand and leg.

On Wednesday, just after mid-
day, four-and-a-half-year-old David
Madden was coming out of the
Holy Trinity school in Turf Lodge
with his seven-year-old brother
Tony. The RUC drove into the area
and opened fire with plastic bullets
on the children leaving school.
Young David was struck on the
back of the head, and was taken to
hospital where he received six stit-
ches for his wound.

Later on Wednesday, at about
half-past-six, children were again
the target of the RUC. Five-year-
old Neil Lynagh from the Gros-
venor Road was sitting outside
Lappin’s shop when the RUC op-

|}

died last Wednesday from plastic bullet wound

® GERARD McGRANN
hit in thigh by live round

O

® DOMINIC MARRON, aged 15
injuries could prove fatal

ened fire. He was struck on the left
leg, the plastic bullet ripping off
skin which he had previously had
grafted on over burn wounds.

The use of these lethal plastic
bullets in an indiscriminate way by
British soldiers and the RUC has
increased dramatically over the past
ten days. Meanwhile there are
mounting loyalist calls for even
more lethal ‘riot control’ weapons
to be used to quell the rising anger
of the nationalist people. Water
cannon and tear gas are amongst
those suggested by Official Union-
ist leader James Molyneaux.
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" BY SEAMUS BOYLE

WHEN the steadily deterior-
ating health of twenty-five-
|year-old South Derry republic-
‘an Francis Hughes took a crit-
ical turn for the worse on
Monday morning, thirty hours
before he died on Tuesday
evening, and with him beginn-
ing to slip in and out of con-
sciousness on his fifty-eighth
day without food, his parents
were amongst those who
immediately went to his
bedside in the H-Blocks of
Long Kesh:

On Monday evening, An Phoblacht/
Republican  News reporter Seamus
Boyle. spoke to Mr. Patrick Joseph
Hughes, a tall dignified man of
seventy-two ~years of age, in the
Hughes’ newly-built bungalow
adjacent to their old farmhouse on
their small farm in the townland of
Tamlaghtduff near Bellaghy. At that
-~ time_Francis had less than twenty-

four hours to live. > ———

A shaken Mr. Hughes recalled the
traumatic visit to his determined son earlier
that day: “When we first saw him | thought

-he was- dead. -He was-just lying there. So |
caught him by the hand and | said ‘do you
know me?’” And he woke up and, although
he could not see, he said ‘that’s daddy’, and
then the mother spoke and he said ‘that’s
mammy’, He told the mother not to be cry-
ing and that he was going to heaven and not
to worry.”~

Francis’ tremendous spirit of courage and
self-sacrifice, on behalf of the other prison-
ers and the blican cause, i diatel
shone through, His father recalled: “He said
to me ‘I'm going to die’. He said, ‘Don’t see
it as a loss, the men coming behind will get
the benefit. We didn’t go on the strike for
ourselves’, he said, ‘we went on it for justice
for the men coming behind us...” He was
getting weaker and weaker and he kept
closing his eyes to get a bit of sleep.”

CONDITION

From Monday, members of ‘the Hughes
family — Francis has six sisters and three
brothers — mounted a round-the-clock bed-
side vigil until he died.

Until Monday, the family — especially
Francis” mother, Mrs. Margaret Hughes,
aged 68 — had remained optimistic and had
held on to some hope that mounting Irish
and international pressure would have forced
the British government to concede the
prisoners’ demands in time to save the life
of Francis and the lives of his fellow hunger-
strikers.

The shattering effect on members of a
family, of seeing their son and brother dying
on hunger-strike, can all too-easily be under-
estimated.  Whilst remaining fully behind
Francis, the Hughes family were all terribly
upset on Monday to find him at death’s
door and believed that at that stage his
health had already deteriorated so far that
his condition would have been irreversible
even if a settlement had come quickly.

His physical condition was much worse,
compared even with the immediately prev-
ious days when he was already terribly
weakened and wizened, and virtually blind.
“It’s a terrible ‘thing to see a young lad
dying,” said Mr. Hughes, “but, amazingiy,
he was still in great spirits.

“His face was just yellow, with eyes
sunken, just the same as a corpse lying
there. | said ‘do you see me, Francis?’ He

said ‘| see the shape of you, but | can’t see
your face.” When he had got a wee sleep
he chatted away and caught my hand and
held it tight. | said to him ‘you’re not too

..\b:aq' and he said ‘ah now, tomorrow or

b S

Wednesday will see the finish of it.”
Francis died shortly before a quarter-
to-six on Tuesday, the next evening.

VISITORS

Monday evening’s An  Phoblacht/
Republican News interview with Mr. Hughes
was held in a small, neat, back bedroom of
the Hughes bungalow, the room dominated
by a large crucifix on the wall, and with a
panoramic view from the window revealing
the rolling slopes around the Scribe Road
where British soldiers and RUC men feared
to tread before Francis’ capture in March
1978,

The interview was necessarily confined
to the back room because the bungalow was
full of visitors. At any one time, and with
people frequently coming and going in
cars, the large. typically country-style
kitchen was full of more than a dozen men-
folk — ‘relatives, close neighbours, men
from Dungiven and Maghera, and even stran-
gers from throughout the county; whilst the
sitting room was full of women, again neigh-
bours and relatives; and all sitting in sol-
idarity with Francis and the Hughes family,
placidly awaiting the latest news of his
condition, and fearing that all too soon they

. would have to return to Francis’ wake after

his death at the hands of the intransigent
Brifish government.

One young man from Swatragh asked me
why | thought the: British were being so
stubborn on this question, and would not
compromise even' now. In the Movement’s
view, | said, the British government’s in-
flexible stance stems from the incorrect
view that they can inflict a significant defeat
on the IRA, and the morale of its

@® Mr. and Mrs. Hughes, at home in Bellaghy, shortly before their son’s d

2 B

leath

supporters, through breaking the hunger-
strike and defeating the prisoners’ struggle.
The young man responded that certainly in
South Derry, and particularly Swatragh
(where following Bobby Sands’ death the
town had been taken over for a number of
hours), support for the IRA had never been
better and the amount of bitterness being
s(orsdvup amongst the people would fuel
republican resistance for many a long year.

The scenario in the Hughes home —.of
the waiting people — had been enacted |
daily _for more than the previous week, from !
morning time until the early hours of the
next mor_ning, according to the same young
man. This, as Mr. Hughes explained was
because Francis was such a well-known and
popular IRA man in County Derry.

e NATIVE

_\ir. Hughes, a typical South Derry nation.
alist 'rooged, in the land, deseribersy hiar:\ls:rl‘f
:rswa »dnatllve ,da republican and a believer in

ideals and tradition of th o

the United Irishmen. T,

He considers the basic
Present ‘troubles’ to be that B,
'pl.angers' six_counties of Ire
Bn}aun was then prepared to

Cause of the
ritain gave the
land in 1921,

movement, and then the |IRA
I\{Ir. Hughes prefers to use

‘natives’ and ‘planters’ rather

?nd_ _Protestants, for, as he‘hr?:ht(ia"m"es

rehgl'on doesn’t come into it i"sy.says:

question of power,’ T s
His hour-long chat Wi i

3 3 ith

interviewer was twice imsrrume:glsoAP/RN

Mr. Hughes to welcome o e

RESh to his home a man

wife and children, who had driven down
from County Antrim to wish Francis and the
Hughes family well, and to show thejr
support for the hunger-_smke. And, the
second time, to give a brief outdoor inter.
view to a Norwegian television camera crew,
who were amongst the many media men to
descend on the Hughes family in the days
before Francis’ death.

Standing at a farm gate-post, Mr. Hughes
looked an impressive figure as he quietly
explained to the visiting interviewer, for the
umpteenth time, that he ‘did not regret’
Francis joining the IRA; that Francis had
only ‘taken up the gun’ because of blatant
‘injustice in his land’; and that although he
— Mr. Hughes — had initially been opposed
to the hunger-strike, once he saw that his
son was determined to go on it, he and the
rest of the family were ‘100% behind him’,

BITTER

Returning once more to the back room,
Mr. Hughes recalled how anxious Francis
had been, initially — on a jail visit, all those
long weeks ago — that the family should
understand and support his hunger-strike
action: once Mr. Hughes had told his son
that he was firmly behind him, Francis had
shaken him firmly by the hand and thanked
him.

Mr. Hughes — later to -be backed up by
another of his sons, Oliver, aged 31 — said
that he and the family now felt increasingly
‘bitter’ at the attitude of the British govern-
ment in letting the hunger-strikers die rather
than granting them their just demands.

Mr. Hughes also said: “/'m very much
disappointed with Charlie Haughey because
he hasn’t come out and spoken on behalf
of the hunger-strikers. | expected him to.
His father was reared ten miles up the
road here (at Swatragh) and had to leave
because of fighting the Brits.” On the Free
State premier’s repeated and doomed
efforts to introduce the diversionary and
irrelevant European Commission on Human
Rights, Mr. Hughes said: “/ think it’s only
a bluff. It's only propaganda. It means
nothing. He just doesn’t want to do any-
thing. He’s just getting himself off the hook.
He should call for support for the five
demands.

DEAD

Concluding  the interview, Mr. Hughes
said how hard it had been to leave his son
in the H-Blocks that day, and that he
feared he would be dead within days if
not hours. “This hunger-strike,” he said,
“it's a bad ‘do’, I only hope something good
can come out of it after the sacrifice of these
men.” A hope that can only be turned into
reality by the actions of campaigners, riot

“ers and Volunteers on the outside making

the Brits pay for their inflexibility and re-
versing their doomed criminalisation policy
before even more lives are lost.

Shortly after the AP/RN interview with
Mr. Hughes, his son Oliver returned from
Francis’ bed-side in Long Kesh. In an emot-
fonal state of distress at the condition of his
much-beloved and respected brother, Oliver
condemned the British government for his
brother’s impending death and for that of
Bobby Sands.

Olnlver recalled how one week previously
Francis had [Barnt of his comrade Bobby's

eath: 'Francis had heard the prayers in
Bobby’s cell, and then at about 1.30 in the
morning ‘he heard the prayers for the dead
and he knew that he had gone’.

% Two of Francis’ sisters, who also visited
him on Monday, Vera, aged 37, a housewife
from  Magherafelt, and Noreen, aged 29,
a nurse in Belfast, spoke of their sadness at
Fram_:ls’ plight, and at their difficulty in
9rasping that — short of a political miracle
= their brother would soon be dead. They
had cometo the family home to comfort
their mother. Meanwhile, Francis’ youngest
sister, Dolours, aged 21, was one O the
family still at his bedside and had remained
With him, determined to stay in the prison
until the bitter end.
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THE FUNERAL OF FRANGIS HUGHES

|
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® Mr. Hughes shouldurs his son’s coffin, with youngest daughter Dolours in
the background
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OF FRANGIS
HUGHES

The RUC invoked the

This diversion, when the
mourners were assaulted, led
to a breach of public order,
which was one of the osten-
sible reasons the RUC had in
prohibiting the funeral from
passing through West Belfast.
In this incident an RUC man
spat on the hearse contain-
ing Francis Hughes’ body.

Last Friday, the day of the
funeral, mourners were harassed
and were forced by the RUC to
disembark several miles outside of
Bellaghy and make their way on
foot to as near to the Hughes’
home on Scribe Road as the
massive crowds permitted. Thous-
ands upon thousands of people
streamed through Bellaghy to-
wards Scribe Road.

At one point, as a short cut,
a path was made across a large
field, squeezing the juice out of
the grass, which gave off a sweet

# almost funereal smell. This field
commanded a grand view of the
surrounding countryside and one
could visualise the young Frankie

3 Hughes, armed and on the run,

ramping across similar fields by

% moonlight but alone.

#Z  Along many of the lanes there
were large numbers of soldiers apd
RUC men, as well as vehicles in-

gcluding army lorries, armoufed

# cars, Shorelands and jeeps. Behind

AR 2 o

the hedges and on a high bank
were RUC men with alsatians, one
of whom smiled and said, ‘What
about ya?’ before naturally adding,
‘you bastard’,

FIRED

At the bottom of an avenue of
tall trees at the end of Hughes’
farm lane, Volunteers of the Irish
Republican Army presented arms
and fired three rifle volleys over
the coffin of their dead comrade.
A guard of honour from the IRA
and Cumann na mBan marched
slowly as the coffin was carried
first by members of the Hughes
family and then by friends before
being placed in the hearse.

It was the family’s intention to
have the funeral procession march
through the predominantly nat-
ionalist town of Bellaghy, but
they were prevented from doing
this by a thick column of RUC
jeeps and a wire barricade. Four
helicopters maintained an aerial
surveillance of the whole proceed-
ings.

Mr. Joseph Hughes, Francis’
father, approached the barricade
and said to the RUC brass present
that he went to chapel every
Sunday along this road and he
now wanted to bring his dead son
to the church, The RUC were un-
moved, and after Mr. Hughes’ pro-
test the funeral cortege then took
a circuitous route to St. Mary's in
Bellaghy for requiem mass.

WREATHS
Afterwards Father Michael
Flanagan officiated at the grave-
side service. g
Wreaths were laid on behalf of
the Hughes family, GHQ Irish
257 SR I

Republican Army, Derry Brigade
IRA, South Derry Command IRA,
the Sands family, the McCreesh
family, the O’Hara family, Joe Mc
Donnell and Brendan McLaughlin,
the National H-Block/Armagh
Committee, South Derry
Comhairle Ceantair Sinn Fein, lan
Milne (a personal friend and com-
rade of Frankie’s, now on the
blanket), Dominic McGlinchey
(one of those, who along with
Francis, was mentioned by the
RUC as having been ‘wanted’),
i Acll

of wreaths
comrades

scores
friends,
thisers.

The Last Post was played by
two buglers.

ORATION
South Derry republican John
Davey chaired the graveside cere-
mony, and introduced prominent
republican Martin McGuinness
from Derry who gave the oration.
Martin McGuinness said:

“On behalf of the Republican
Movement | would like to express
our sadness and heartfelt sympathy
to Francis’ mother, father, sisters
and brothers.

“Francis Hughes diedon hunger-
strike in a British prison sur-
rounded by the enemies of Irish
Republicani: He was ined
throughout the hunger-strike by
his i ideals and his

from other
and ;;sympa-

Thomas and B
(two Bellaghy blanket men who
are cousins of Francis), as well as

® The funeral of Francis Hughes,
Bellaghy, South Derry

loyal and courageous family.

“It is impossible to imagine
the intense suffering and heart-
ache endured by Francis’ family
through fifty-nine days of hunger-
strike. As if this suffering was
not enough we had the spectacle
of the RUC hijacking the body
and ignoring the family‘s wishes.
Throughout this ordeal this good
Ir_ish family maintained their
dignity; they truly followed the
example of Patrick Pearse’s family,
of James Connolly’s family and
more  recently Bobby Sands’
family. They are indeed a credit
to the Irish nation,

“;I'he women of Ireland, in
particular, can be proud of Mrs.
Hughes and Mrs, Sands for the
way they have borne their heavy
burden. They have shown that
;hekbwoomen of lIreland are the
ac| ne of
freedom. St

“To Mr. and Mrs, Hughes |
am proud to say that | knew
your son. | knew him as an un-
conquered man. Frank Hughes
was a dedicated Irish republican
totally committed to the freedon;
struggle, and to the People of this

country.

“He was a Derry man who
loved deeply his area and the
people of South Derry, He was a
freedom fighter in the South
Derry command of the IRA. He
knew exactly what he was fighting
for, politically aware about the
situation in this country, concerned
about the poor, the unemployed
and all the social evils caused
by the division of this country
by the British government.

“He became a legend in his
own lifetime, on the run from
the British forces, his home
became the hills and hedges of
South Derry, where with his

he I ked

Y
the uniform of the English
crown. The British feared him
so much that there were roads
no British soldier could travel in
safety.

“We are all aware of the cir-
cumstances of his arrest. He was

ising and

comrades admr< b
strength from 53 ex
truly can b: aled
querable man,

“Why did framk
sacrifice his yang
did he consciousyand ¢
decide to g0 00 @ hu
to the death. T<.ans
Frankie Hupsp 2
soldier, died ':u-‘h. i
this country o1 Way
sixty-five years Sxact
date that the Srfish
Connolly, awouded s
he was strorv4 /@ e

“Som: mif e W
mean he died o i
was it not b:dse
clothes and Pt W
| mean is this 7B
ment decided P9 ta
1976 that they Wewe
defeat the 1A M 8



tha conveyor belt
Il in the H-Blocks
. His imprisoned
red him and drew
hig example. He
called the uncon-

kie Hughes
(qur: life? Why:
|y and deliberately
n . a hunger-strike
“he.answer is that
a wounded
the freedom of
fay 12th 1981,
; exactly to the
itish shot James
ed sold:ar, while
{@abed.
K, what do you
Irish freedom,
12 of prison
n work? What
3 British govern-
rior to March 1st
/ were unable to
\ in their overall

war effort; that they needed a
psychological victory over repub-
licans and that a battle must be
fought which they must be sure
of winning. So armed with their
tanks and guns, torture centres,
H-Blocks and a multi-million
pound propaganda machine they

: AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS, Saturday,

South Tyrone, but the British |

ignored the ballot box and the

wishes of over thirty thousand [

people in only one area of Ire-
land.

“The British attitude has little
or nothing to do with the con-
ceding of the five demands. Their

bstil and

set about a policy
against republican prisoners of
war, who were armed with nothing
but their moral courage to resist.

“They resisted for four long
years the tortures of the blanket
protest, cellular confinement, but
the world did not hear their
protest: it listened only to the
powerful Ratist: lie machine. The
prisonzis, =icer four long years,
were the H-Blocks’ living dead;
condemned to an eternity of
torture. So they took the only
course open to them, that sacred
weapon the hunger-strike.

“While on hunger-strike Bobby
Sands was elected to represent
the people of Fermanagh and

g arises
from the foolish notion that by
starving the hunger-strikers into
their graves, they somehow can
defeat the IRA.

“Margaret Thatcher is an un-
ashamed Unionist who is tramping
over what is in essence the age-
old desire for national indepen-
dence, which finds expression in
its purest form in the present
hunger-strike. So let us be absol-
utely clear about the intention
of the Thatcher government.
They are hell-bent on demoral-
ising the national aspirations of
the nationalist people of this
country and they believe a victory
in the prison struggle will advance
their perverted aims.

“The hunger-strike has not only
brought out the anti-Irish racism
of the British parliament but
the purveyors of the bloodbath
theory and the time-worn cIairns
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® /RA Volunteers fire a final salute of rifle shots over the body of their comrade, Francis Hughes

a i isati It carries

that the IRA is

sectarian tension.
‘“We have seen over the last

ten weeks the British propaganda

-machine frantically churn out

lie' after lie about the purpose
of the hunger-strike. To deflect
international attention away from
Bobby Sands’ impending death
they unbelievably claimed that
the IRA was going to burn down
Catholic homes and blame it on
the loyalists. Then last night in
the wake of Frankie Hughes’
death we had the RUC, a force
which personifies sectarianism,
claiming that the IRA had failed
to achieve its objective, which
the RUC absurdly claimed was
to cause sectarian warfare.

“Let it be clearly stated and
understood  on this  sombre
occasion, the IRA has never been

out a military campaign against
clearly identifiable military and
economic targets. UDR, RUC and
British army personnel are attacked
not because of their religion,
but because they are members
of the British crown forces
whose presence in this country
is based not on a democratic
pandnte but on military superior-
ity.

““The hunger-strike, and the
deaths of Bobby and Francis, has
exposed in more ways than one
those who side with the British
and those who do not. The hunger-
strike has challenged the political
and religious leadership in this
country and they have been
found wanting.

“In frank terms, John Hume

and Charles Haughey have been
whipped into line by Thatcher
and instead of standing on their
own they have wilted. The question
,must be posed: why don’t they
publicly support the five demands?
And the only answer to that is
that their, and the British, long-
term interests are one and the
same and they are not prepared
to jeopardise those interests.

“But whether John Hume and
Charles Haughey move or not
their interests are already in
jeopardy because of the deaths of
Bobby and Frank and the critical
condition of Raymond McCreesh
and Patsy O’Hara, now on their
fifty-fifth day of hunger-strike,
and who have been joined by Joe
McDonneII and Brendan McLaugh-
lin. And the prisoners say, if
the need arises, other h

strikers  will
die.

“As we stand here today at
the graveside of one of Ireland’s
noblest sons, let us reflect on

replace any who

his suffering, his years on the 3

run, his years of imprisonment
and finally his lonely death in a
prison cell.

“He epitomises the history of
our country: suffering and hard-
ship and sacrifice.

“His body lies here beside us.
But he lives in the little streets
of Belfast, he lives in the Bogside,
he lives in East Tyrone, he lives
‘in Crossmaglen. He will always
live in the hearts and minds of

able Irish i
in all these places.

“They could not break him.

“They will not break us.”

vt

.
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H-BLOGK
IMPRESSIONS

SHORTLY after eight o’ clock on
Tuesday evening | learned the tragic
and shocking news of Francis Hughes’
fleath on the prison grapevine, while
in the custody of the gardai at Dun-
dalk barracks. | was arrested at four
that afternoon while travelling back
to Belfast from there.

Although | had known earlier that day,
from speaking with Oliver, Francis’ brother,
that Francis was slipping deeper into a coma,
the knowledge did not cushion the blow.

Lying on the bed in the cell, | stared up
at the ceiling and slowly absorbed the sad
and sickening news. My mind quickly
wandered back to April 1977 when lying in
another cell, this time in Belfast’s Crumlin
Road jail, | heard on the radio of the shooting
dead by the British army of a dear comrade
of mine, Brendan O’ Callaghan. He was
gunned down in the forecourt of the Hunting
Lodge bar on: the Stewartstown Road in
Belfast.

A feeling of helplessness had gripped
me then and the same feeling returned while
) lay gazing into space. And | knew that in
several hundred cells, especially in the

H-Blocks and Armagh jail, that same feeling,
which can only be realised at a time of
tragedy by someone entrapped by ' four
walls and a locked “steel door, would be
gripping the inhabitants, ¥

Other prisoners, and indeed one or two
gardai, expressed sadness at the news.

| had known Francis Hughes a very short
period of time —approximately four months,
or six visits — so | am not in any way
qualified to write authoritatively about him,
other than about how | found him in the
H-Blocks of Long Kesh.

NEWS

On the first visit | accompanied his
brother Oliver and veteran republican John
Davey from South Derry, who was a very
close confidant of Francis. For Oliver and
John it was their first visit with Francis
since he had broken the news to his family
that he would join Bobby Sands on the
hunger-strike.

| was looking forward to meeting Francis
as | had heard many stories of his sorties
against the British army and RUC in his
native South Derry. | had also heard of his
leg injury, but | was taken aback when |
saw him hobble, with the help of a crutch,
along the room to where we sat.

His body was virtually bent at right
angles when he walked. He greeted everyone
with a strong handshake and the broadest
smile | have ever seen on anyone’s face.
He placed the crutch against the wall and
sat awkwardly on the edge of his chair.

Beads of perspiration covered his brow
{and he was a pale green sickly colour. His
“brother asked him was he well but Francis
‘brushed these enquiries off with a loud
laugh and a wave of his long arm.

I of Francis Hughes’ body in West Belfast, before learning of the RUC

Before the visit ended he casually re-
marked that he had to walk over one mile
-to the visiting area. Normally because of
his severe limp he was transported to the
visiting area from his cell, but since the
prison administration became aware that he
was to go on hunger-strike they had cruelly
punished him by making him walk this
long distance. After the visit John Davey
told-me that on a previous visit he had to
assist Francis off the chair and that he was
in constant pain from his leg.

HUMOUR
My impressions of him from the first
visit was that he was a man of few words
and, before speaking, he weighed his words
carefully and ensured that they meant
something. He also had a high sense of
humour.

My first impressions did not alter from
then until | last saw him five visits later
and some fifty days into his hunger-strike.

The second visit was when he was sixteen
days on hunger-strike. On that oceasion |
accompanied his father and, again, John
Davey. On meeting his father | immediately
saw where Francis got the broad smile and
the jovial sense of humour. His father is
over seventy years of age and carries that
graceful and dignified appearance that
only aged people acquire.

Francis’ appearance was worse than
Bobby Sands, whom | had seen the previous

BOD
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. ON Wednesday the body of repub-
lican hunger-striker Francis Hughes
was hijacked by the RUC from the
bereaved family, who were then

sickening harassment

Francis’ body had been removed
from the H-Blocks, where he had
died on Tuesday evening, to the
Forster Green hospital in Belfast
for a post-mortem. On Wednesday
morning, in compliance with: the
family’s wishes, the hearse: was
due to pass through nationalist
West Belfast on its way to the
Hughes’ family home in Bellaghy,
South Derry. But the RUC decided

The full text of a statement
from the Hughes family condemn-
ing the RUC is printed here.

WE were told to collect Francis’
230 p.m. When
members of the family arrived, they
were told by the RUC that the hearse
would be given an escort as far as Kennedy
Way and that every facility would be
provided to ensure that this was accom-
plished with minimum inconvenience

later two senior
RUC men arrived and reversed the
earlier decision. They invoked the Flags
and Emblems Act and informed the
family that -they (the RUC) had re-
sponsibility for the remains and that
the family were not permitted to proceed
to West Belfast where a large crowd
of people had gathered to pay tribute

From then until 5.30 p.m. the RuC
to intimidate us, We.
Our mother, especially, was very dis-
tressed by this continuing encounter.
wishes
under duress, we accepted an under-
taking from the RUC that they would
give us custody of Francis'

day in the prison hospital and Bobby was
thirty days on hunger-strike, | knew from
this that his leg injury would eventually
take its toll, as indeed it did.

Francis’ attitude was one of quiet de-
termination. He spoke to his father about
his family and to John Davey about repub-
lican business, and on several occasions |
had to probe him about his health. In his
carefree  attitude he replied, “I’'m sound,
don’t you worry about me’. The following
week he was moved to the prison hospital.

DEATH

The next four visits were similar to the
previous two. Francis spoke little about his
condition and was more concerned about
the other hunger-strikers, especially Bobby
Sands, who was gradually moving towards
death.

On the last visit, which coincided with
the visit from the papal envoy Fr. Magee,
Francis was suffering great pain. He had
partially lost his eyesight and was being
violently ill and unable to hold down water.
His mother and Oliver ‘were also on the
visit. Before seeing Francis we met Fr.
Magee and he told us that Humphrey Atkins
was totally opposed to granting any con-
cessions to the prisoners.

| told Francis what Fr. Magee had said
to us and in his usual quiet resolute manner
he said: ‘well, that’s it. Thatcher will have
coffins coming out of here because we are
not giving in’.

A large force of RUC followed the
hearse from the hospital. Then minutes
later the RUC forcibly stopped the
hearse, which was surrounded by a
number of land rovers.

The RUC tried to pull the driver
from the hearse. Francis’ father was
assaulted by the RUC as were other
friends and members of the family,
during a twenty-minute confrontation.
This attack was witnessed by a number
of pressmen and by Mr. Jimmy Drumm
and Mr. Owen Carron, who were also
assaulted.

Having received yet another assurance
from a senior RUC man who arrived
on the scene, we than proceeded once
more. Within a few minutes we were
stoned by a loyalist mob who had
gathered in a housing estate into which
we were led by the RUC. The RUC
made no effort to protect us.

At the Randaistown slipway the
RUC again forcibly halted the hearse
and blocked it off from the family,
who were diverted by the RUC towards
Toomebridge. The hearse was then taken
under  very heavy  escort through
Randalstown.

The RUC refused the family per-
mission to accompany it. Mr. Owen
Carron, who was in the hearse, was
assaulted and verbally abused by the
RUC.. He refused to leave the hearse,
which was taken from Portglenone
and eventually arrived at our home at
7.25 p.m. -

The family and friends were blocked
at every junction by the RUC and were
continually harassed by RUC mabile
and stationary patrols. All side-roads
were blocked and we had to run a
gauntlet of sectarian insults and re-
marks.

We, the parents, brathers and sisters
of Francis Hughes, murdered by the
British government, wish to protest in
the strongest possible way at the man-
ner in which Francis” body was hijacked
by' the RUC, who were obviously acting
on the orders of their political masters.
totally reject the RUC state-
ment and explanation for the disgrace-
ful way they treated us and our dead
brother. We wish only to bury him in
peace and in a manner befitting his
death. Are we to be deprived even of
this simple and reasonable re-

?
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North

THE funeral of Francis Hughes was
marked in nationalist areas of the
North on Friday with black flag
parades, work stoppages and the
1 fmbatsh busi

In Derry, the nationalist part of
the city closed down completely and a
large and dignified black flag march
was held, attended by several thousand
people. Many buses left the city con-
veying people to the funeral itself.

The pattern was the same in County
Armagh with closures and work stoppages
between 12 noon and 3 p.m. In Lurgan
black flag marches attended by several
hundred people had taken place on
Wednesday night in Teghnevan Estate,
and on Thursday from the Kilwilkie
area.

-In Belfast, nationalist areas came to
a standstill on Friday with only essential
services running.

The Falls black taxis stopped ‘work
for the day and shops, businesses, and
what  work places there are, closed
between 1'p.m, and 3 p.m., with many
staying closed throughout the day.
A black flag march was held leaving
Dunville Park and ending with a wreath-
laying ceremony at the republican plot
in Milltown cemetery.

Despite the absence of the thousands
who travelled to Bellaghy for the funeral,
and despite poor and short notice, a
crowd of about fifteen hundred paraded
along the Falls Road.

One of the buses carrying Belfast
people back from the funeral of Francis
Hughes = in Bellaghy came under a
heavy stoning attack as it passed through
the village of Portglenone in County
Aantrim.

A group of loyalists hiding behind
a cemetery wall pelted the bus with
bricks, breaking . every. window. and
injuring  several women, including
inflicting head ‘injuries- on Mrs, Susan
Dominic  from the Cavendish Street

area, an old - aged pensioner in her
seventies, who ‘had to be taken to
hospital.

In marked contrast to the provoc-
ative and intimidatory attitude of the
RUC towards the mourners at the
funeral, the RUC stood and watched
this attack take place, obviously in

agreement  with the actions of the
loyalist mob.

After the burial onThursday week
of hunger-striker Bobby Sands, the
level of protest activity in support
of the prisoners increased markedly
in the North.

Many demonstrations, pickets, and
vigils were called at very short notice,
but, despite lack of publicity, the size
of the protests continued to increase, re-
flecting the unity of the nationalist
people in opposition to the death policy
of ‘the British government in the
H-Blocks.

Following the massive funeral of
Bobby Sands in Belfast, the Derry cam-
paigners were quickly back in action. On
Friday a mass picket was held at Strand
Road RUC barracks following which the
crowd of several hundred blocked the
expressway behind the Guildhall square.
On Saturday a public meeting again at-
tended by a crowd of several hundred
was held at the Bogside Inn.

In Belfast, on Saturday, a black flag
procession made its way from the Busy
Bee in Andersonstown to the Dunville
Park where a short rally was held. About
two thousand people marched in sil-
ence as a mark of respect for Bobby
Sands.

At the same time local rallies were
also held in Dungannon, County Tyrone,
and in Armagh city.

On Sunday, in Gulladuff, County
Derry, a crowd of about one thousand
gathered despite a heavy RUC presence
and a march and rally in support of the
hunger-strikers was held in the village.

In North Armagh a march attended
by several hundred went from Craigavon
to a rally in Lurgan. And in Derry a pub-
lic meeting was again held at the Bogside
Inn,

In Coalisland, County Tyrone, a
picket of the RUC barracks in the town
has been mounted every day since the
death of Bobby Sands and these have
been followed by rosaries in the square.

On Monday night a local march was
held in the Lenadoon area of West Bel-
fast and the rosary was said for the pris-
oners by several hundred people at Dun-
ville Park.

In a small nationalist enclave called
Gobnascale in the Waterside area of
Derry, a public meeting was held, at-
several hundred peopl

@ Toomebridge protest, last Tuesday

All planned activity on Tuesday was
overtaken by the tragic news early in the
evening that Francis Hughes had died in
the prison hospital at Long Kesh.

As soon as the news broke, bin-lid
banging and whistle-blowing was started
in all nationalist areas of Belfast and
Derry and road-blockings, rosary meet-
ings, vigils and pickets were spontaneously
held throughout the six counties.

In Francis’ home town of Bellaghy,
a silent black flag vigil was held despite
threats from loyalists and a heavy pres-
ence of RUC men at the scene.

In Derry city three separate demon-
strations were held withi

NS
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hours of the

news breaking. A meeting was held in
the Guildhall square following a more
than one-thousand-strong march from
the Bogside Inn. Arally in the Shantallow
area was followed by a mass picket on
the Strand Road RUC barracks while a
rally was also held in the Creggan area.

In Belfast, peaceful protest activity
centred around local rosary meetings,
with people preferring to stay within
their own areas.”Meetings in the Beech-
mount area of West Belfast and in the
Short Strand in the east of the city were
disrupted when the RUC drove through
the peaceful protests in an obvious at-
lempt to provoke the crowd.

R, o
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In a much more serious incident the
RUC fired plastic bullets at women bang-
ing bin-lids in the Lenadoon area injur-
ing a fourteen-year-old girl Julie Liv-
ingstone who died the following day due
1o her injuries.

In Twinbrook, there was a march of
about five hundred. Originally organised
1o commemorate the death of Bobby
Sands, it naturally became a protest at
the death of Francis Hughes.

A rally followed by a public rosary
was held in Lurgan at Francis Street and
a march was also held in Craigavon,
Dungannon over one thousand ople
gathered in Anne Street during the even-

In

ing following a march from the Bally-
gawley housing estate.

. Protests continued during the whole
of Wednesday. Thosuands of people
gathering on the Falls Road heard the
news that the RUC had hijacked the
body of Francis Hughes and were refus.

ing to allow it to pass through West
Belfast,

In Camlough, local people sealed off
the four approach roads to the town for
the entire day to protest at the death of
Francis Hughes and in solidarity with the
local hunger-striker Raymond McCreesh
and his comrades.
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FRIDAY'S day of mourning, called
to coincide with the funeral of
Francis Hughes, met with a major
response around the twenty-six
counties.

In Dublin, a meeting was held outside
the GPO, attended by over one thousand
people in the afternoon, The speeches
were interspersed with a poetry-reading
and the playing of a lament iy a lone
piper.

In Waterford, several thousand
responded to the local trades council
‘call for a shut down and marched in
the city centre,

In Wexford town, over half the
shops and businesses closed in the
afternoon and all factories closed for a
short time in the afternoon, Elsewhere
in the county, two hundred people
attended a meeting in New Ross,

In Cork city around three thousand
marched, with stoppages at the Irish
Steel construction site and several small
factories. In Cobh a number of factories
closed and workers walked out of Metcom
at Ringaskiddy and Cemm Chemicals.

In Limerick city,  more than- five
thousand marcthed  through the city
with-almost all the principle factories in
the area represented and shops, hotels
and  businesses closed down, Letters
were sent from the meeting to local
Fianna Fail representatives.

In  County Limerick, over two
hundred people marched in Newcastle
West and over one hundred attended a
meeting in Kilmallock. Other small
towns closed down  during the after-
noon. e i

In Tralee, the town came to a halt
and around ‘three thousand marched.
Elsewhere in County Kerry, several
hundred people marched in Killarney
where there was a total closedown.
Across the tounty closures took place
in spite of Chamber of Commerce
attempts 1o resist them.

In Galway, more than two hundred
people attended a vigil at which play-
wrights J?hr\ Arden and Margaretta
D' Arcy sread from the writings of
Bobby Sands. One  hundred workers

~ from the Digital factory attended.

A total shutdown in Sligo town
resulted in several thousand attending
a march and meeting which was one of
the biggest ever held in the town.

In County Donegal a march and
meeting after mass in the Letterkenny
cathedral drew many hundreds of
people. There were also meetings in
Buncrana and across South Donegal.

In Monaghan town all factories
shops - and businesses closed in the
afternoon and a massive crowd marched
behind a twelve-man IRA colour party
following a lone piper.

In Leitrim all the main towns closed
in the afternoon with total shutdowns
i i Carrick: h

in . e,

Carrigallen, Dromad, Drumshambo and
Mohill. In several centres prayer vigils
were held.

In Dundalk, a trade union demon-
stration followed a mass for Francis
Hughes and one thousand workers
marched. In the afternoon thousands
more marched to another meeting at
which speakers included the sister of
Bobby Sands, Bernadette. All factories
closed far the afternoon.

Also in County Louth, at Dunleer,
where the two main factories closed,
four hundred people attended a parade
and meeting.

There was immediate reaction to
the death of Francis Hughes on
Tuesday evening around the twenty-
six counties.

Over two thousand people assembled
at  Dublin’s GPO and marched via
Leinster House to the British embassy
at Ballsbridge.” Youths, in angry mood,
threw stones at the embassy and the
crowd were baton-charged by gardal.

The following day books of con-
dolences were opened at the GPO and
on Wednesday evening a minor r_lnt
broke out again following a meeting
and march in O’ Connell Street.

In Monaghan town several hundred
people gathered on Tuesday night for
prayers and a meeting in the town
centre.

In Wexford, around one hundred
people attended a vigil. In Limerick,
@ candlelight vigil was held. In V_Valer-
ford, many gathered for the nightly
vigil on Tuesday, and on Wednesday
the historic Reginald’s tower In the
city centre was occupied for six hours
and a march was held.

In Galway, a vigil was held on
Tuesday and Wednesday and a book

- o B

8 7

of condolences opened. In Tralee on
Wednesday over five hundred people
took part in a march on the local tax
office 1o protest at the use of taxpayer's
money on border collaboration.

: n Sligo, there have been well-
attended vigils each evening. 2

In Donegal, praysr meetings were
held on Tuesday evening in Killy-
gordon, where two hundred gathered,
and in Ballyshannon, where one hun-
dred took part.

On Wednesday, two hundred and fifty
attended a memorial procession in
Bundoran, and the same number attended
a prayer meeting in Letterkenny. There
was another meeting in Kinloch.

On Thursday, there were pro-
cessions in Ballintra and Mountcharles
and several hundred attended a vigil
in Donegal town.

In Cork city on Wednesday three
and a half thousand people marched
from Connolly Hall to the National
Monument where more. than a thousand
others joined a ceremony in honour
of Francis Hughes. A wreath was laid
by Tom Kelleher, survivor of Crossbarry
in the Tan War. In Cobh almost one
hundred people took part in a march.

In Tipperary town, there was a
march of some one thousaid people
on Thursday afternoon when many
shops and factories closed.

In Navan, a stoppage was called for
on Thursday, which turned out to be
one of the biggest ever held, and about
five hundred workers attended a meeting
in the Main Square.

Reports of reaction around the
twenty-six counties to the death of
Bobby Sands, which did not reach
An Phoblacht/Republican News in
time for last week'’s paper, include
a silent march of five hundred
people in Longford on Wednesday
6th May, a march of fifteen hun-
dred people in Cavan town and a
shut down in Ennis on the same
day when two thousand people
marched.

The previous day, some fifty students
from' St. Patrick’s College, Maynooth,
left class and marched eighteen miles to
the British embassy in Dublin where a
letter protesting  against the death of
Bobby Sands was received by embassy
officials.

And further reports of activity on
the Day of Mourning on Thursday 7th
May, the day of the funeral of Bobby
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@ A large rally in Dublin, on the day of Francis Hughes’ funeral

&

@ Hunger-strike march in Tralee, County Kerry, on the day of Bobby Sands’ funeral

Sands, underline the wi d major
response indicated by early assessments.

In Galway, there were factory clos-
ures and a march in the city centre. The
local ITGWU expressed condolences.

In Shannon, | the industrial estate
completely closed down for the day and
three thousand took part in a march.
Elsewhere in County Clare seven hun-
dred marched in Kilrush, three hundred
in Ennistymon and one hundred and
fifty in Killaloe.

In Roscommon, workers from
Hanley’s Meats marched through
Rooskey. Most of Clara in County

Offaly stopped work for the afternoon.
In nearby Moate in County Westmeath
a candlelight vigil had been held the
previous evening.

Also on Thursday there was a total
closure in Cavan town. At Kingscourt
in County Cavan, six hundred work-
ers at Gypsum Industries stayed out.

In Ballybunion, County Kerry, four

hundred people attended a vigil, and.

there was a total closedown in the town
for three hours in the afternoon. Other
towns which closed down on Thursday
in North Kerry included Ballyduff,

g and Listowel, where eight
hundred people attended a vigil on the
previous evening.

In County Mayo, or: Thursday there
were vigils in Castlebar, Westport and
Ballyhaunis. Clonmel in County Tipp-
erary came to a standstill on Thursday
afternoon and around seven hundred
people attended a meeting in the town
centre. In Naas, County Kildare, a
procession was held through the town in
the afternoon.

Sixty-four prisoners in the training
unit at Mountjoy prison in Dublin stood
for one minute's silence in the dining
hall on Thursday evening and sent a
message of sympathy to the Sands
family.

On Friday 8th May, three hundred
people took part in a torchlight pro-
cession in Cahirciveen, County Kerry.

In Cork city hunger-strike protestors
climbed to the roof of the City Hall
where they raised a black flag and lower-
ed the tri-colour to half-mast. Also on
Friday the Metropole Hotel in the city
was picketed during the attendance of
the Free State premier Charles Haughey
at a Fianna Fail meeting.

——
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In Nenagh, County Tipperary, the
special vigil for Bobby Sands was held
on Friday evening, with two thousand
people taking part in a silent march
through the town.

In Pettigo, County Donegal, two
hundred people assembled and marched
across the border to Tullyhomman in
County Fermanagh.

On Saturday, a large rally was held
in Dublin attended by three thousand
people including representative con-
tingents from around the twenty-six
counties.

There have been pickets every
evening at bridges around the city during
the rush-hour and nightly meetings at
the GPO. Saturday’s rally marched
through the city to Leinster House
where a letter was handed in addressed
to Charles Haughey. Afterwards there
was a meeting at the GPO.

In County Cork, on Saturday there
were meetings in Skibbereen, Bantry,
Dunmanway, and Clonakilty, which
attracted hundreds of people. In Lim-
erick city the daily vigil continued on
O’Connell Street. .

In County Leitrim, one hundred
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people marched from Drumoosky to
Dromad. Three hundred people took
part in a march in Donegal town. There
was a public meeting in Wexford town.
A hunger-strike caravan was maintained
as a focal point for protest activity in
Ballina, County Mayo.

In County Cavan a march and meet-
ing in Ballyconnell attracted five hun-
dred people.

Conradh na Gaeilge opened its ard
fheis in Cork with a minute’s silence in
memory of Bobby Sands. An emer-
gency resolution was passed condemn-
ing the British government and calling
for an end to diplomatic links with
Britaih,

In Dublin, on Sunday, there was a
picket on the British embassy during
the afternoon.

On Monday, May 11th, resolutions
in support of the hunger-strikers and in
sympathy with the Sands family were
passed by Wexford County Council,
Lough County Council and Cavan
County Council. The previous week
similar resolutions had been passed by
Meath and Navan local councils.
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PROTESTS around the world con-
tinued to reverberate in the week
following the death of Bobby Sands,
and surged once again with the
news of the death of Francis
Hughes last Tuesday.

In the United States, more than ten
thousand marchers closed off five Man-
hattan streets in a protest outside the
British consulate in New York on Sat-
urday Sth May. This largest Irish repub-
lican demonstration in the last twelve
years was ‘mirrored by another massive
turnout, spontaneously, on Tuesday
with the death of the second hunger-
striker.~ .

In.San Francisco, two thousand dem-
onstrated. In Boston there have been
daily demonstrations since Bobby Sands’
death as there ere in Chicago, Phila-

delphia has also been the venue of major
protests.

Meanwhile the Longshoremen have
announced another one-day boycott.of
British _shipping. And unprecedented
media attention continues to be focussed
on the hungerstrike and on the Amer-
ican tours of former blanket men Seamus
Delaney, Noel Cassidy and Charlie Crum-
leyee ™ :

Victor Gotbaum, the New York city
Municipal Employers’ Labour [eader, has

ger-strikers and the State of Massachusetts
assembly has also passed a formal reso-
lution memorialising Bobby Sands and
condemning the British government for
his murder. Boston city council has re-
named " the street!in which the British
consulate ‘is ‘sitaated, Francis Hughes
Avenue. ~
.. The American Indian Movement has
Seent a message of total solidarity with
the Irish $truggle and the hunger-strikers.

In Canada and Quebec, protests have
intensified with the deaths of the hunger-
strikers and a statement from seventeen

“ leading trade unionists has declared op-
¥ position to ‘Thatcher's cruel intransi-
gence’. A number of pickets on the Brit-
ish Airways office in Hamilton, Ontario,
have attracted hundreds of people.

In New Zealand, a twenty-four-hour
vigil was held outside the British consul-
ate in Auckland following the death of
Bobby Sands. In Wellington the British
High Commission has been picketed as
has the British trade mission in Christ-
church,

In North Melbourne, Australia, there
was a huge attendance at a mass in St.
Patrick’s cathedral for the two dead hun-
ger-strikers.

In Jerusalem, on Monday 11th May,
eighty people, including relatives of Pal-
estinian prisoners, picketed the British
consulate. Further messages of support
from Iran include statements of condol-
ences and solidarity from the Women’s
C ity of the Islamic ion,
Tehran University and the employees of
the Central Bank of Iran,

In France a demonstration on Wed-
nesday night, May 13th, protesting at
the death of Francis Hughes, was pre-
vented from reaching the British embassy
by a large force of riot police. Eli:

|

pledged his union's support for the hun- 5

Thursday a demonstration was held out-
side the British Consulate in Arrhus,

World renowned actor/playwright
Dario Fo (who wrote ‘Death of an Anar-
chist’) is donating half of a £2,000 prize,
awarded to him in Copenhagen, to the
H-Block appeal fund, the other half is
going to relief in E| Salvador.

There was widespread activity
by hunger-strike protestors around
Britain following the death of
Bobby Sands, in addition to rallies
in London reported last week.

In Norwich, demonstrators gathered
for a picket in the main street in the
afternoon of Tuesday 5th May. In Bristol
fifty people attended a two-hour vigil in
the city centre in the evening.

In Coventry, on Tuesday, fifty
protestors . occupied the Conservative
Party headquarters in the city for two
hours and picketed the local radio
station. Later in the week in Coventry.
there was a picket on the local paper
offices and a silent protest in Coventry
cathedral.

In Cardiff, on Tuesday, demon-
strators held a silent vigil at the city
hall, where a symbolic black coffin
was placed in the foyer. Later in the
day both the leading Welsh newspaper
offices in the city were picketed.

Also in Wales, on Wednesday 6th
May, the students’ council at Coleg
Harlech called for a twenty-four-hour
stoppage and all classes for the day
were cancelled. Coleg Harlech is a
trade union college catering for about
one hundred and fifty adult students.

On Thursday 7th May a public meet-
ing was held at the University of London.
The fe morning protestors occu-

Kelly and Teresa McCreesh, sisters of
hunger-strikers  Patsy O’'Hara  and
Raymond McCreesh, arrived in Paris on
Thursday afternoon and hope to meet
the president-elect Francois Mitterand.

The World Federation of Teachers
Union in Berlin, which represents sev-
enteen million members, has sent a tele-
gram to Mrs. Thatcher demanding the
granting of political status. The World
Student Christian Movement, represent-
ing twenty-two countries, has sent a sim-
ilar telegram from its conference in Mad-
rid in Spain.

Following a meeting with Richard
Behal of the Sinn Fein Foreign Affairs
Bureau, the president of the Basque par-
liament, Carlos Garaikoetxea, has pro-
tested strangly to the British government
at the deaths of the hunger-strikers.

Demonstrations and  pickets in
Flanders have received much Flemish
media coverage, On Saturday 9th May a
major demonstration was held from the
town of Lier to the British/NATO base
at Emblem.

On Wednesday 6th May, a major
demonstration was held in the Portu-
guese capital, Lisbon, and a similar dem-
onstration was held in Oporto on Fri-
day Bth May. Richard Behal addressed
both gatherings.

In Denmark, torchlight vigils have
been held outside the British consulate
In Lollund on Tuesday and Wednesday
this week lasting twelve hours on each
occasion. On Wednesday night a demon-
stration was held in Copenhagen to pro-
test at the death of Francis Hughes. On

pied the ‘Sunday Times’ office in London
for three hours.

On Saturday, Battersea trades council
picketed the local army recruitment
office, about forty people taking part,

In  Kilburn, Brent East Labour
Party, which had earlier in the week
condemned the British government and
its own party leadership, held a meeting
in the morning, and another meeting
was held by the London H-Block/
Armagh Committee at the same venue
in the afternoon.

On  Saturday evening, a picket
was held at the house of Labour Party
leader Michael. Foot, by about forty
people. The same evening Eilish Carlisle
from Belfast RAC addressed a conference
of about one thousand women at the
Festival of Women's Rights against the
Tories held in Islington.

On Sunday 10th May, several hundred
people attended a march in Staines to.
the local constituency office of Northern
direct-ruler Humphrey Atkins.

Five republican prisoners at Long
Lartin prison in Leicestershire finally
ended a six-day rooftop protest in
support of the hunger-strikers on Sunday
evening, The five, Gerry Cunningham,
Paul Holmes, Martin Brady, and Patrick
and Andy Mulryan, had begun their
protest on Monday afternoon. They
received support from picketers outside
the jail, G

In London the picket on Downing
Street each evening has continued and
has attracted larger attendances since
the hunger-strike deaths.




IRONICALLY, the only British polit-
ical party which has been subject
to any degree of internal disagree-
ment as a-result of the crisis created
by premier Margaret Thatcher’s arro-
gant intransi to the ongoing
H-Block hunger-strike, is the British
Labour Party, whose colonial re-
presentatives in lIreland — Merlyn
Rees, Roy Mason, and Don Concannon
-- were the architects of that very
situation.

Whatever policy differences may exist be-
tween the Labour and Conservative parties
on other issues, their bi-partisan approach
with regard to Ireland has remained intact
since 1969 regardless of which party was in
office. -

The Labour Party has the
Conservative Party’s Irish policy
support and loyalty, in the current crisis
period, ‘much as they would have done if
Britain had been engaged in a foreign war’,
according to journalist John Whale of the
‘Sunday Times’.

given

CHALLENGE

Since the death of Bobby Sands, however,
the mutual, seemingly blind, loyalty of both
‘socialist’ and conservative English gentlemen
with regard to their absolute righteousness
in their dealings with Ireland has not gone
unchallenged.

That challenge, of course, comes from
within the ranks of the Labour Party and
part of it at least found its roots in the resol-
ution on_the H-Blocks adopted by the
Home Policy Committee at the initiative of
leading left-winger Tony Benn last year,
which, whilst not fully supporting the five
demands, was at least generally supportive.

That resolution was, of course, immed-

® MEMORIAL TO BOBBY SANDS IN KIL-
BURN, LONDON
the highly emotional spectacle of dying hunger-
strikers may — even on & personal ‘human’ *
level — provoke internal dissension in the
Labour Party over the H-Block issue
iately r diated by James Callaghan, who,
as the then Labour leader, had the res-
ponsibility of party whip in maintaining the
united front on lreland, A position which
Michael Foot has now taken up with fervour.
And the strains, whatever their causes,
have remained. Labour Party MPs broke
ranks last week, with a telegram going to
Thatcher from twenty-eight back-benchers
calling for a change of course. A position
which was further articulated by Labour MP
Pat Duffy at Westminster on Tuesday week.
Duffy’s Commons intervention, although

B8Y EAMONN McCRORY

based on the false premise that the present
situation was solely the fault of Conserva-
tive politics, was nevertheless welcome. As
political  cc ors  have 1 dl
pointed out, Thatcher and company have
merely been continuing an Irish policy, par-
ticularly in relation to the prisons, which
was initiated by a Labour government.

CONDEMNED

Internal - dissension within the Labour
Party, at least on the H-Block issue, was
again further demonstrated on Monday of
this week with a motion put to the Home
Policy Committee by Tony Saunois, a
Young Socialist.

The motion, like last year's resolution on
the H-Block situation, was generally sup:
portive of the five demands in a diluted
manner, also condemned all forms of re-
pression and torture, and ominously pointed
to the youth of Ireland as a laboratory for
refining techniques which could well be used
against the working class in Britain in the
future. It naturally, included also an obli-
gatory condemnation of ‘terrorism’.

It was supported only by left-wingers
Tony Benn, Joan Maynard and Dennis
Skinner, and was defeated by a majority, led
by Michael Foot, of nine votes to three.

PEAK

But the dissension reached its peak, for
this week at any rate, with Tony Benn's
comments in an interview on Tuesday of this
week which widens the scope of that dissen-
sion from the specifics of the hunger-strike
and the H-Blocks to include the whole quest-
ion of the British presence in Ireland.

“There is a view,” said Benn, “and |
hold it very strongly, that partition in Ire-
land was a crime against the Irish people,

® TONY BENN

will the threat of expulsion from Labour’s
shadow cabinet cause Benn to retreat from
his outspoken position on Ireland?

and that the legitimate objective for this
country is to bring about conditions where
the lIrish people can solve the problems
themselves.” He went on: “Partition took
place without the consent of the majority of
the people of Ireland in 1920. It was imposed
on Ireland by a British government.”

The immediate response by the Labour
leadership, to the utterances of such dan-
gerous truths, was typical. The possibility
of Benn’s expulsion has been strongly
mooted on the basis that Don Concannon is
the only Labour party member trusted to
speak publicly on Ireland; that Labour’s
Northern Ireland study group has the res-
ponsibility for drafting any recommended
change in policy; and, predictably, that the
truth about Ireland, however rarely it sur-

Appearing at a recent Belfast H-Block oonferer!ee
ams (second from left) — was Basque MP Inaki F

of such

— along with Bernadette McAliskey (rig!lt), Vincent Doherty (far left) and Gerry

has led some Labour MPs to d, at least

on the H-Block issue

faces British politicians, will exacer-
bate the situation in Ireland.

REASONS

So what are the reasons behind these
recent developments?

Firstly, despite a tendency on occasion to
ignore it, there is the human element. Even
Don Concannon was visibly shaken by his
first-hand view of what the present policies,
which he first implemented, had led to,
when he visited the four hunger-strikers
shortly before Bobby Sands’ death.

The emotions which shook Concannon
were obviously magnified by Labour MPs
who were not as adequately ideologically
brainwashed as Concannon, and roused some
form of sympathetic emotion. That, com-
pounded by the international condemnation
which British politicians, in varying degrees,
now feel themselves subject to, has led some
Labour MPs to demand, at least movement
towards, a resolution.

But probably the most telling factor has
been the traditional Irish support and mem-
bership of the Labour Party which is decisive
in many marginal constituencies at election
time; a traditional support and membership
of long-standing as is evident, somewhat dis-
tastefully, by the names of many Labour
MPs and leaders: Callaghan, Concannon,
Duffy and so on.

And finally, of course, there is the factor,
to some indeterminable degree, of principle,
as is evident in Benn's clear and truthful
pronouncements on the British-imposed par-
tition of ‘Ireland. Something which he may
well pay for, judging by the current threat to
have him expelled from the shadow cabinet,
in an opportunist exercise by Labour’s
right-wing which has as much to do with
Benn's contest for the Labour party |eader-
ship as his telling of hurtful truths.
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hunger-strike....hunger-strike....hunger‘-strike----hlmgel"Strike

® Fr. Brian McCreesh, brother of hunger-striker Raymond, address-
ing Dublin GPO rally

*

Reciting the rosary on Belfast’s Falls Road

.Pi:kegsfs of the British consulate in Jerusalem included relatives
of Palestinian priso
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AN EMERGENCY open conference on the hunger-st

National H-Block/
Armagh Committee

OPEN CONFERENCE

e crisis

was held in the Lake Glen hotel in Andersonstown, Belfast, last

Sunday.

The conference, organised by the National H-
Committee in the wake of Bobby Sands’ deatll ':wgs";ﬂ(e/ﬁe":fg';
several hundred activists from local action g;oups nationwide
(there was a good geographical spread), and from Sinn Fein, the
Irish Independence Party, Peoples Democracy and the various
miniscule left-wing sects whose verbosity unfortunately seems

to increase in inverse proportion to the

The conference proved to be too
hurriedly called and too lacking in
preparation to form the hoped-for
national focus for the mass protest
activity necessary to contribute
to saving the lives of the remain-
ing hunger-strikers through winning
their five demands.

Genuine impatience was express-
ed by speakers frustrated at the
death of one hunger-striker, Bobby
Sands, and fearful that the nation-
al committee’s strategy of peaceful
mass mobilisation and hard lobby-
ing work, particuarly of Fianna Fail
and the SDLP, and among the trade
unions in the South, would be in-
capable of saving the life of the
next hunger-striker, Francis
Hughes, and those following him,
particularly Raymond McCreesh
and Patsy O’Hara,

However, such speakers, and the
sizeable numbers who voted with
them (who were defeated on a
crucial vote threatening the exist-
ence of the committee) seemed un-
able to grasp that a strategy for
success (of de-stabilising the six
and twenty-six county states, and
thus forcing the British government
to grant the prisoners’ demands)
needs to encompass two sharply
differing, but mutually re-inforcing,
aspects: one peaceful, the other
involving physical force.

On .the one hand, there needs
to be the ongoing vital work of the
national committee strategy, part-
icularly in the South, but also in
the North, of drawing the broad-
est possible forces on to massive
peaceful parades, of building to-
wards a workers’ indefinite general
strike, and of committing the bulk
of the rank-and-file of Fianna Fail
and the SDLP to the five demands.

On the other hand, and gener-
ally restricted to the North, there
urgently needs to be popular street
riots, the erection of barricades
against the British forces, and other
violent acts of civil disobedience
building towards the establishment
of no-go areas in the nationalist
ghettos; plus, of course, the armed
actions of IRA Volunteers against
military occupation forces.

- MISTAKING

Certainly this latter aspect —
rioting and shooting — whilst ob-
viously  necessary, falls nowhere
within the purpose or capability of
the national committee. Many of
those speaking, and especially those
voting, for a different role for the
committee, along implicitly
“‘violent’ lines, were mistaking the
necessary. role of the broad-based
committee of organising protests,
with the revolutionary role of the
Republican Movement.

Even with respect to those
peaceful mass mobilising 'tasks
within the brief of the national
committee, some of the wilder,
particularly academic, varieties of
the ultra-left were way off target,
ridiculously  suggesting that a
Sunday evening call by the comm-
ittee for an indefinite general strike
of workers, North and Sqqth,
would achieve something positive.
In fact, of course, making sugh a
call, rather than taking a serious
approach to building such action,
would only have brought scorn on
the national committee.

~ CONFERENCE
The conference itself was ably
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@ Platform members at Sunday’s H-Block conference ncluded (from left to ri

Bernadette McAliskey (chair), National H-Bl
%/ Armagh i
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ay, May
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ock/Armagh Committee; Fr. Piaras O

of the National H.

chaired by Bernadette McAliskey,
and began with an introduction by
committee chairperson Fr. Piaras
O’Duill.

He stated that the callous intran-
sigence of Britain has made the
hunger-strike led by Bobby Sands
into an international symbol of the
struggle for Irish freedom. He also
stressed that many previously un-
committed people had now been
moved to act by Bobby Sands’
death. Such people, he said, should
be welcomed into our ranks.

Tom Hartley, of Sinn Fein’s
POW Department, read statements
from the protesting prisaners in the
H-Blocks and Armagh jail stressing
the prisoners’ sadness at Bobby
Sands’ death and calling for the
new-found nationalist unity in
the wake of Bobby’s death to be
maintained, and for people to move
forward and save the lives of the
other hunger-strikers.

ADDRESS

An address, ‘The Way Forward’
by Gerry Adams of the national
committee, was read on his behalf
by another committee member as
he was unavoidably detained else-
where. Gerry Adams, in his address
— the main points of which follow
_ first of all placed the present
prison crisis in its historical and pol-
itical context, pointing out the cen-
tral and decisive importance to the
British of their ‘criminalisation’
policy.

“This,” he said, “will help us to
understand why the British govern-
ment has refused to concede what
are seen even by those who are
politically opP d to the political
prisoners as reasonable and humane
living conditions for any class of
prisoner...

+That it is not caused merely by

a brutal prison adminstration or b'y

benign English ministers who don’t

understand or who choose not t0

understand what they are domg_ is

also becoming clearer to increasing
e

numbers of people.

“British intransigence is not the
only reason for her refusal to end
the H-Block/Armagh crisis. The
British government has always had
the capacity and sophistication to
undermine situations which threat-
en the status quo. The H-Block/
Armagh situation does not yet
present that threat, though it has
the potential to do so, but until
then the British government will
persist  with its calculated and
clearly defined strategy and, as
part of that, its ‘criminalisation’
policy....

“That the criminalisation policy
is actually fuelling the resistance
struggle, especially with the recent
well-publicised murder . of Volun-
teer Bobby Sands MP, and the con-
tinuing and escalating hunger-strike
is obvious and must some day dawn
upon Margaret Thatcher. That the
protest campaign outside the
prisons has not moved her without
the death of a prisoner must be
sadly admitted by us all. What we
must now address ourselves to is
the winning of these demands
before a second, third, fourth, fifth
or sixth death occurs in the prison
hospital of Long Kesh...

FUNERAL
“Bobby Sands’ funeral will be
remembered by all for its size. Let
there be no doubt that Bobby
Sands clearly understood that
should his death have been nec-

ight): Paddy Bol

into active mobilisation behind the
prisoners’ demands... The more
people we have with us, the fewer
we will have against us.

“On a political level our watch-
word must be found in the slogan
‘unity is strength’. We must build
a united nationalist front against
the sh government. Of course,
we will have differences and should
be jealous of our own political
philosophies but the five demands
of the prisoners form sufficient
basis for unity among the nation-
alist grass-roots of all the parties in
this country

“The national committee recog-
nises the vital importance of indust-
rial involvement by workers in the
campaign. Within the trade union
and labour movement there is a
continued need for a realisation by
H-Block activists of the fact that
industrial support by workers for
prisoners can only be organised
from within the workers’ organisat-
ions by the workers themselves or
by those with whom they identify.
Premature or ultra-leftist demands
for workers’ action do not and
cannot replace actual work....

“Finally, we turn to the quest-
ion of peaceful demonstrations and
rallies. While everyone accepts that
much more than passive protests
are needed, they must remain an
inportant and central function of
this committee. Sporadic, uncon-
trolled rioting on a small scale
forms no part of this strategy and is

RS ful

essary because of British il

Mass, p
need to

ence, then the of his
death would have had a unifying
effect upon the nationalist people.
Bobby Sands was right and the
massive funeral is proof of that.
We, in human and political terms,
must therefore strive to match his
sacrifice by welcoming into this
campaign those who have now

responded to  the prisoners’
struggle.
“On a personal level we must
| hither itted

neighbours and friends. We must
channel their newly-found support

going from strength to strength.
That is the task which the national
committee must accomplish,
regardless, but mindful, of frust-
rations at local level.”

DISCUSSION

Following a confused discussion
with plenty of meaningless abstract
calls for a general strike and other
such figments of the imagination
of fevered ultra-left brows, Gerry
Adam} himself summed up.

He pointed out that demands
and calls for action are not enough

iger, Sinn Fein; Kathleen Gallagh:
*Duill, chairperson of the national committee; Padraig Saunderson and Joe Stagg, both

and ing) Joe Keohane, former All-Ireland Kerry GAA football star.

Derry RAC; Vincent Doherty, PD;

The mass work on the ground still
needs doing. To call prematurely,
and unsuccessfully, for a' general
strike, for example, would be seen
by the enemies of the campaign as
a massive defeat for it.

The national committee strat-
egy has not worked only because
the work has not been done. Sys-
tematic work on the ground, Gerry
Adams concluded, still needs doing
amongst the trade unions, the
GAA, indeed amongst the nation-
alist people. We should not be
was‘ingourtimemerelvsloganising‘

MOTIONS

The conference’s first session
then closed, in mid-afternoon, and
in the second session numerous
motions, some sober, many fanciful
or merely wasted paper and breath,
were each briefly discussed and
voted upon.

Unfortunately nothing signif-
icantly new in terms of proposals,
or fresh forces available, came out
of the conference, although the
main address provided essential
guidelines.

One motion passed, and a re-
curring theme, was that the con-
ference was disgusted and angry at
the ambivalent attitude of Free
State premier Charles Haughey
and SDLP leader John Hume to-
wards the British government’s dog-
matic stance. The conference called
for caucuses to be set up within
Fianna Fail and the SDLP by those
party. members who support the
prisoners’ five demands, to win
further support within each party.

With respect to the forthcoming
local government elections in the
North, a call was issued that nation-
alist councillors should adopt the
prisoners’ five demands as part of
their platform, and that otherwise
local action groups  should
campaign against them. A national
demonstration was called for, to
the British embassy in Dublin. The
general national committee policy
of mass mobilisation on a broad
basis was :ndorsed.
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PATSY O HARA

TWENTY-THREE-YEAR-OLD Patsy O’Hara from Derry city, who will have
been fifty-seven days on hunger-strike this Sunday, was the former leader of
the Irish National Liberation Army prisoners in the H-Blocks, and joined
IRA Volunteer Raymond McCreesh on the hunger-strike on March 22nd,
three weeks after Bobby Sands and one week after Francis Hughes.

Since then, they have witnessed the removal of the emaciated bodies of
their two dead comrades and have been joined by two more blanket men on
the fast, Joe McDonnell from Belfast, last Saturday May 9th, and Brendan
McLaughlin from County Derry, last Thursday May 14th.

Despite the horrific trauma
of losing two of their comrades
whom they have lived with for
several weeks in the hospital
(ironically being allowed to
associate with each other in
the evenings, which is
prohibited in the H-Blocks and
which is one of their five
demands) and despite the
agony and pain, both Patsy
O’Hara and Raymond
McCreesh, with incredible
courage, have refused to waver.

Patsy O'Hara was born on July
11th 1957 at Bishop Street in
Derry city.

His parents owned a small public
house and grocery shop above which
the family lived. His oldest brother,
Sean Seamus, who is presently
unemployed, was interned in Long
Kesh for almost four years. The
second eldest in the family, Tony, is
presently on the blanket in H5-Block
serving five years and only saw his
brother recently, for a short half-
hour and accompanied by a prison
warder, on the forty-sixth day of
Patsy’s hunger-strike in the H-Block
hospital.

The youngest in the O’Hara
family is  twenty-one-year-old
Elizabeth, who is particularly fond
of Patsy, and says that she was
‘more close to him than anyone in
the family’. .

Before ‘the troubles’ destroyed
the family life of the O’Haras, and
the overwhelming influence of
being an oppressed youth concerned
about his country drove Patsy to
militant republicanism, there is the
interesting history of his near
antecedents which must have pro-
duced delight in Patsy’s young heart.

GRANDFATHER

Patsy’s maternal - grandfather,
James McCluskey, joined the Brit-
ish army as a young man and went
off to fight in the first World War.
He received nine shrapnel wounds
at Ypres and was retired on a full
pension.

However, on returning to Ire-
land his patriotism was set alight
by Irish resistance and the terror
of British rule. He duly threw out
his pension book, did not draw any
more money and joined the Rep-
ublican Movement. He transported
men and weapons along the Foyle,

® ELIZABETH O’ HARA

Patsy’s younger sister

the Quay, into Derry in the twen-
ties.

He inherited a public house and
bookmakers, in Foyle Street, and
was a great friend of veteran Derry
republican Sean Keenan's father,
also named Sean.

Mrs. Peggy O’Hara can recall old
Sean Keenan being arrested just be-
fore the outbreak of the second
World War. Her father’s serious ill-
ness resulted in him escaping in-
ternment and he died shortly after-
wards in 1939,

Mrs. O’Hara’s aunt was married
to John Mulhern, a Roscommon
man, who was in the RIC up until
its disbandment in 1921,

“When my father died in 1939,”
says Mrs. O’Hara, “John Mulhern,
who was living in Bishop Street,
and owned a bar and a grocery
shop, took us in to look after us.
| remember him telling us that he
didn’t just go and join the RIC,
but it was because there were so
many in the family and times were
hard.

“My father was a known IRA
man and my uncle reared me, and |
was often slagged about this. Patsy
used to hear this as a child, but
Patsy is a very, very, straight young
fellow and he was a wee bit bigoted
about my uncle being a policeman.

“But a number of years ago
Patsy came into me after speaking
to an old republican from Carrigans
in Donegal, and Patsy says to me,
‘You've nothing to be ashamed of,
your uncle being a policeman, be-
cause that man was telling me that
even though he was an RIC man, he
was very, very helpfulto the IRA!”

FAMILY

Mr. and Mrs. O’Hara say that
they were a very close family. At
present she is an amenities worker
with Derry council; Mr. James
O’Hara has been a textile worker at
Courtaulds for the past four-and-a-
half years and before that he was a
docker,

That trait of courage which
Patsy was to show in later years was
inhimfromthestart, saysMr. O’ Hara.

“No matter who got into trouble
in the street outside, Patsy was the
boy to go out and do all the fight-
ing for him. He was the fighting
man about the area and didn’t care
how big they were. He would tackle
them. | even saw him fighting men,
and in no way could they stop him.
He would keep at them. He was like
a wee bull terrier!”

Apparently, up until he was
about twelve years of age, Patsy
was fat and small, ‘a wee barrel’,
says his mother. Then suddenly he
shot up to grow to over six foot
two inches.

Elizabeth, his sister, recalls Patsy:

“He was a mad hatter. When we
were young he used to always play
tricks on me, mother and father.
We used to play a game of cards
and whoever lost had to do all the
things that everybody told them,

“We all won a cardgameonce and
made Patsy crawl up the stairs and
‘miaow’ like a cat at my mother’s

@ Mr. and Mrs. O'Hara are proud of theii
use me sitting back in the wings and letting someone else’s son go. Someane’s sons have

son’s courageous hunger-strike.

to go on itand | just happen to be the mother of that son.” (MRS. O’ HARA)

bedroom door. She woke up the
next day and said, ‘am | going mad?
[ think | heard a car last night’, and
we all started to laugh.”

The O’Haras’ house was open to
all their children’s friends, and
again to scores of the volunteers
who descended on Derry from all
corners of Ireland when the RUC
invaded in August 1969. But before
that transformation in people’s
politics came, Mrs. O'Hara still lived
for her family alone.

She was especially proud of her
eldest son, Sean Seamus, who had
passed his eleven plus and went to
college .

PROTESTS

When Sean was in his early teens
he joined the housing action group,
around 1967, Mrs. O’Hara’s con-
ception of which was Sean ‘help-
ing get people homes’.

“But, one day, someone came in
to me when | was working in the
bar, and said, ‘Your son is down in
the Guildhall marching up and
down with a placard’,

“I went down and. stood and
looked and Finbarr O'Doherty was
standing at the side and wee fellows
were going up and down, | went
over to Sean and said, ‘Who gave
you that?’ He said, ‘Finbarr”, | took
the placard off Sean and went over
to Finbarr, put it in his hand, and
hit him with my umbrella,” -

Mrs. O'Hara laughs when she re-
call; this incident, as shortly after-
wards she was to hav
g ave her eyes

“After that, | went to protests
wherever Sean was, thinking that |
could protect him! | remember the
October 1968 march because my

husband’s brother, Sean, had just
been buried.

“We went to the peaceful march
over at the Waterside station and
saw the people being beaten into
the ground. That was the first time
that | ever saw water cannon, they
were like something from outer
space.

“We thought we had to watch
Sean, but to my astonishment Patsy
and Tony had slipped away, and
Patsy was astonished and startled
by what he saw.”

INCIDENT

Later, Patsy was to write about
this incident:

“The mood of the crowd was
one of solidarity. People believed
they were right and that a great in-
Justice had been done to them. The
crowds came in their thousands
from every part of the city and as
they moved down Duke Street
chanting slogans, ‘One man one
vote’, ‘and singing ‘We shall over-
come’, | had the feeling that a
people united, and on the move,
were unstoppable.”

Patsy  witnessed
charges and said:

“The people were sandwiched in
anot{wr street and with the Specials
coming from both sides, swinging
their truncheons at anything that
moved., It was a terrifying experience
and one which | shall always re-
member.
 Mr. and Mrs. O’Hara believe that
1t was this incident, when Patsy was
§ged eleven, followed by the riots
in January 1969 and the battle of

the baton

(continued on next page)

“There is no
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the Bogside in August 1969 that ar-
oused passionate feelings of nation-
alism, and then republicanism, in
their son.

“Every day he saw something
different happening,” says hisfather.
“People getting beaten up, raids
and coffins coming out. This was
his environment.”

JOINED

Elizabeth, Patsy’s younger sister,
recalls the coming of the British
army in force in August 1969.

“One day, shortly after the
British soldiers came_into Derry,
Patsy and | were walking through
Bishop’s Gate. ‘Oh look, look at the
soldiers’, said I, in wonderment.
Patsy hit me 2 dig in the arm,
“‘You'll see enough of them”.

“He knew even then. He was very
sincere and knows exactly what he
is doing.” 7

In 1g970, Patsy joined Na Fianna
Eireann, drilled and trained in
Celtic Park. -

Early in 1 b th
was very young, he joined the
Patrick Pearse Sinn Fein cumann in
the Bogside, selling Easter lilies and
newspapers. Internment, lntrox?uced
in August 1971, hit the O'Hara
family particularly severely w1gh
the arrest of Sean Seamus N
October. :

“We never had a proper. Christ-
mas since then,” says Elizabeth.
“When Sean Seamus was _mtemed
we never put up

and though he

decorations and
our family has been split up ever
since then,”

Shortly after Sean’s arrest, Patsy

S AT ST

one night went over to a friend’s
house in Southway where there
were barricades. But coming out of
the house, British soldiers opened
fire, for no apparent reason, and
shot Patsy in the leg. He was only
fourteen years of age and spent
several weeks in hospital and then
several more weeks on crutches.

BLOODY SUNDAY

On January 30th 1972, his
father took him to watch the big
anti-internment march as it wound
its way down from the Creggan.

“| struggled across a banking but
was unable to go any further. |
watched the march go up into the
Brandywell. | could see that it was
massive. The rest of my friends
went to meet it but | could only go
back to my mother’s house and
Jisten to it on the radio,”’ said Patsy.

Asked about her feelings over
Patsy’ becoming involved in the
struggle, Mrs. O’ Hara says: “After
October 1968 I thought that that
wasthe right thing to do. | am
proud of him, proud of them all.”

Mr. O’Hara says: “Personally
speaking | knew he would get
involved. It was in his nature. He
hated bullies all his life, and he saw
big bullies in uniform and he would
tackle them as well.”

Shortly after Bloody Sunday,
Patsy joined the Repuhliceln Clubs
and was active until 1973, “when it
became apparent that they were
firmly on the path of re{a//(usm
and had abandoned the national

question.”

INTERNED

From this time onwards he was

AL,
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continually harassed, taken in for
interrogation and assaulted.

One day, he and a friend were
arrested on the Briemoor Road.
Two saracens screeched to a halt
beside them. Patsy later described
this arrest: “We were thrown onto
the floor and as they were bringing
us to the arrest centre, we were
given a beating with their batons
and rifles. When we arrived and
were getting out of the vehicles we
were tripped and fell on our faces.”

Three months after his seven-
teenth birthday he was taken to the
notorious interrogation centre at
Ballykelly. He was interrogated for
three days and then interned with
three others who had been held for
nine days.

““Long Kesh had been burned a
week previously,” said Patsy, “and
as we flew above the camp in an
army helicopter we could see the
complete devastation. When we
arrived, we were given two blankets
and mattresses and.put into one of
the cages.

“For the next two months we
were on a starvation diet, no facilit-
ies at all of any kind, and most men
lying out open to the elements....

“That December a ceasefire was
announced, then internment was
phased out. Merlyn Rees also
announced at the same time that
special category status would be
withdrawn on March 1st 1976. |
did not know then how much that
change of policy would effect me in
less than three years.”

IRSP

Shortly after his release in April
1975, Patsy joined the ranks of the
fledgling Irish Republican Socialist
Party, which the Sticks, using
murder, had attempted to strangle
at birth. He was free only about
two months when he was stopped
at the permanent checkpoint on the
Letterkenny Road whilst driving his
father’s car from Buncrana in
County Donegal.

The Brits planted a stick of gel-
ignite in the car (such practice was
commonplace) and he was charged
with possession of explosives. He
was remanded in custody for six
inonths, the first trial being stopped
due to unusual RUC ineptitude at
framing him. At the end of the
second trial he was acquitted and

released after spending ten months

in jail.

@ TONY O HARA
Patsy’s elder brother, now on the
blanket in H5-Block

SARIANNT O

In 1976, Patsy had to stay out
of the house for fear of constant
arrest. That year, also, his brother
Tony was charged with an armed
raid, and on the sole evidence of an
alleged verbal statement was sent-
enced to five years in the H-Blocks.

Despite being ‘on the run’
Patsy was still fond of some creature
comforts|

His father recalls:

“Sean Seamus came in late one
night and though the whole place
was in darkness he didn’t put the
lights on. He went over to sit down
and fell on the floor. He ran up the
stairs and said: ‘| went to sit down
and there was nothing there’.

“Patsy had taken the sofa on top
of a red Rover down to his billet in
the Brandywell. Then before we
would get up in the morning he
would have it back up again. When
we saw it sitting there in the morn-
ing we said to Sean: ‘Are you going
off your head, or what?* and he was
really puzzled.”

IMPRISONED

Patsy was also harassed by the
Free Staters and once decided to
get his own back. He buried an
empty beer keg with wires pro-
truding from it, in the sand at Bun-
crana. The Free Staters, with heli-
copters and jeeps, came out in force
and took a day to defuse his beer
keg!

In September 1976 he was again
arrested in the North and along
with four others charged with poss-
essing a weapon. During the remand
hearings he protested against with-
drawal of political status.

The charge was withdrawn after
four months, indicating how the
law is twisted to intern people by
remanding them in custody and
dropping the charges before it
comes to trial.

In June 1977, he was imprisoned
for the fourth time. On this occas-
ion, after a seven-day detention in
Dublin’s Bridewell, he was charged
with holding a garda at gunpoint.
He was released on bail six weeks
later and was eventually acquitted
in January 1978.

Whilst living in the Free State,
Patsy was elected to the ard com-
hairle of the Irish Republican Soc-
jalist Party, was active in the Bray
area, and campaigned against the
special courts.

In January 1979 he moved back
to Derry but was arrested on May
14th 1979 and was charged with
possessing a hand grenade. The only.

QOCURRNARA
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evidence against him was the word
of two British soldiers who said
that they saw him throw an object
into some bushes.

In January 1980 he was sentenced
to eight years in jail and went on
the blanket.

HUNGER-STRIKE

What were Mrs. O’Hara's feelings
when he told her he was going on
hunger-strike?

“My feelings at the start, when
he went on hunger-strike, were that
| thought that they would get their
Jjust demands, because it is not very
much that they are asking for.

“There is no use in saying | was
very vexed and all the rest of it.
There is no use me sitting back in
the wings and letting someone else’s
son go. Someone’s sons have to go
on it and | just happen to be the
mother of that son.”

What has the last eight weeks
been like?

“It has been terrible,” said Mrs.
O’Hara.

“Nobody  knows it until it
happens to themselves. But you al-
ways have hope. In fact | always
had more than hope becz.se : never
thought Maggie Thaicher would let
Bobby Sands an'i Francis Hughes

e.

“| say to her, where a mother is
concerned, she must have no heart
at all, because the prisoners are just
looking for what they deserve. And
my Patsy hasn’t changed one bit
since Bobby’s and Francis’ deaths.
He is very determined:"

PRINCIPLES

In the face of an implacable Brit-
ish government, and with growing
national ‘and international support,
it is sheer will-power and determin-
ation that drives Patsy O’Hara on-
ward to defend his principles.

Writing shortly before the present
hunger-strike began, Patsy O’Hara
grimly declared:

“We stand for the freedom of
the Irish nation so that future gen-
erations will enjoy the prosperity
they rightly deserve, free from for-
eign interference, oppression and

ploitati he real criminals are
the British imperialists who have
thrived on the blood and sweat of
generations of Irish men.

“They have maintained contro/
of Ireland through force of arms
and there is only one way to end it.
1 would rather die than rot in this
concrete tomb for years to come. G

AR AR
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BY SEAN DELANEY

THE THIRD of the resolutely determined IRA
Vo[u_nteers to join the H-Block hunger-strike for
political status is twenty-four-year-old Raymond
McCreesh, from Camlough in South Armagh: a
quiet, shy and good-humoured republican who al-
though captured at the early age of nineteen, along
with two other Volunteers in a British army am-
bush, had already almost three years’ active
republican involvement behind him.

During those years he had established himself as one of the
most dedicated and invaluable republican activists in that part
of the six counties to which the Brits themselves ljave — half
fearfully, half respectfully — given the name ‘bandit cou.ntry’,
and which bas become a living legend in republican circles,
during the present war, for the courage and resourcefulness of
its Volunteers: the border land of South Armagh.

Now completing his eighth week
on “unger-strike, one of the two
surviving, critical hunger-strikers .
since the deaths of Bobby Sands on
Tuesday 5th May, and of Francis
Hughes last Tuesday evening,
Raymond'’s resolve to hunger-strike
to the death if necessary, to secure
the prisoners’ five demands, is
indicated in a smuggled-out letter,
written by Patrick Quinn, an
H-Block blanket man who was
captured along with Raymond,
and who received the same
fourteen-year sentence:

“l wrote Raymie a couple of
letters before he went to the
prison hospital. He wrote back,
and according to the letter he
was in great spirits and very
determined. A sign of that deter-
mination was the way he finished
off by saying: ‘T4 seans ann go
mbeidh mé abhaile romhat, a
chara’, which means: ‘There is a
chance | will be home before you,
my friend”.”

Captured in June 1976, and
sentenced in March 1977, when
he refused to recognise the court,
Raymond would have been due for
release in little over two years’ time
had he not embarked on his

principled protest for political

status, which has led him,

ultimately, to hunger-strike.
FAMILY

Raymond Peter McCreesh, the
seventh in a family of eight child-
ren, was born in a small, semi-
detached house at St. Malachy’s
Park, Camlough — where the family
still live — on February 25th 1957.

The McCreeshes, a nationalist
family in a staunchly nationalist
area, have been rooted in South
Armagh for seven generations,
and both of Raymond’s parents
— James, aged 65, a retired local
council worker, and Susan (whose
maiden name is Quigley), aged 60 —
come from the nearby townland of
Dorsey. They were married in
1945, in the parish of Cullyhanna,
and lived in Dorsey until around
1951, when they moved to their
present home in Camlough.

Raymond is a quiet but very
lively. person, very good-natured
and — like other members of his
family — extremely witty. Not
the sort of person who would
push himself forward if he was
in a crowd, and indeed often
rather a shy person in his per-
sonal relationships until he knows
the person well. Nevertheless, in
his republican capacity he was
known as a capable, dedicat.ed and

who could' show leadership and ag-
gression where necessary.

His family recall that he can

2 A

anyone, and that ‘if he wants to
do something he can be stubborn,
but you can get round him’.

Among both his family and
his  republican associates, Ray-
mond is renowned for his laugh-
ter and for ‘always having a wee
smile on him’. His sense of hum-
our has remained even during
his four-year incarceration in the
H-Blocks, as well as during his
hunger-strike where he has con-
tinued to insist that he is ‘just fine'.

SCHOOL

Raymond went first to Cam-
lough primary school, and then
to St. Coleman’s college in Newry
(where former hunger-striker Leo
Green also went, and where former
hunger-striker  Sean  McKenna,
whose father worked there as a
caretaker, lived for many years).

It was at St. Coleman’s that
Raymond met Danny McGuinness,
also from Camlough, and the two
became steadfast friends. They later
became republican comrades, and
Danny too — then a nineteen-year-
old student who had just completed
his ‘A’ levels — was captured along
with Raymond and Patrick Quinn,
and is now in the H-Blocks.

He saw Raymond in Feb-
for the first time since

ruary,

Ilfr) and brother

also be very g pered, but
will never hold malice against

1964 . numbers too, in a vain attempt to Fitted in with his republican fcontinued on next page)

Michael at Camlough primary school,

B THE McCREESH FAMIL
Fr. Brian, now aged 32, and

their trial, shortly before the
latter embarked on his hunger-
strike.

At school, Raymond’s strong-
est interest was in Irish language
and Irish history, and he read
widely in those subjects. His
understanding of Irish history led
him to a fervently nationalist
outlook, and he was regarded as
a ‘hothead’ in his history classes,
and as being generally ‘very
conscious of his Irishness’.

He was also a sportsman, and
played under-16 and Minor foot-
ball for Carrickcruppin gaelic foot-
ball club, as well as taking a keen
interest in the local youth club
where he played basketball and
pool, and was regarded as a good
snooker player. He was also an
enthusiastic card player, but
appears not to have had very
good luck, on one occasion — in
exaspration — dealing the whole
pack of cards, one by one, into the
lighted stove!

When he was fourteen years
old, Raymond got a weekend
job working on a milk round
through the South Armagh bor-
der area, around Mullaghbawn
and Dromintee. Later on, after
leaving  his job in Lisburn, he
worked full-time on the milk
round, where he would always
stop and chat to customers. He
became a great favourite amongst
them and many enquire about him
to this day.

It was in this border area,
around places such as Dromintee,
Forkhill, Belleek and Newtown-
hamilton, as well as his native
Camlough, that Raymond was
soon to become an active and
dedicated IRA Volunteer.

RESISTANCE
During the early seventies, the

South Armagh border area was the '

stamping ground of the British
army's Parachute regiment, oper-
ating out of Bessbrook camp less
than two miles from Raymond's
home. Stories of their widespread
brutality and harassment of local
people abound, and built up then a
degree of resentment and resist-
ance among most of the nationalist
population that is seen to this day.

The SAS terror regiment began
operating in this area in large

th a parish in Coalisland; Mr. McCreesh,

counter republican successes, and
the high level of assassinations of
local people on both sides of the
South Armagh border, notably of
three members of the Reavey
family in 1975, was believed locally
to have been the work both of the
SAS, and of UDR and RUC
members holding ' dual member-
ship with ‘illegal’ loyalist para-
military organisations.

Given this scenario and Ray-
mond’s understanding of Irish
history, it is small wonder that
he became involved in the rep-
ublican struggle.

JOINED

He first of all joined Na Fianna
Eireann early in 1973, but left that
within a few months, and towards
the end of that year joined the Irish
Republican Army’s 1st Battalion,
South Armagh.

Even before joining the IRA,
and despite his very young age,
Raymond — with remarkable
awareness and maturity — became
one of the first Volunteers in the
South Armagh area to adopt a very
low, security-conscious, republican
profile. Most of his former Fianna
comrades simply assumed he had
dropped out of republican activity
when he left them, and he would
have been unknown as a republican
to almost everyone except those
with whom he worked closely
on operations.

He rarely drank, but if occ-
asionally in a pub he would not
discuss either politics or his own
activities, and he rarely attended _
demonstrations or indeed any-
thing which would have brought
him to the attention of the enemy.

It was because of this remark-
able self-discipline and discretion
— a regime breached only on one
occasion — that during his years
of intense republican involvement
Raymond was never once arrested
or even held for screening in the
North, and only twice was held
briefly by gardai — once as he
travelled to a wedding in a car along
with a well-known bli

activities,
by going to dances or by going

Raymond would relax

to watch football matches at
weekends. His only holiday away
from home was a week spent in
London, at his sister Marie’s home,
in the summer of 1975, but he
longed throughout to be back in
South Armagh. Nevertheless, he
and Danny McGuinness had
planned to go on holiday to France
shortly after Danny's ‘A’ levels, but
capture - and imprisonment were
to intervene.

WORK

After leaving school, Raymond
himself spent a year at Newry
technical college studying fab-
rication engineering, and afterwards
got a job at Gambles Simms (Steel)
Ltd. in Lisburn, where he was a
member of the skilled section of
the National Union of Sheet Metal
Workers, Coppersmiths, and Heat-
ing and Domestic Engineers, while
serving his apprenticeship. He had a
conscientious approach to his craft
but was obliged to leave after a year
because of a fear of assassination.

Each day he travelled to work
from Newry, in a bus along with
four or five mates who had got jobs
there too from the technical
college, but the prevailing high level
of sectarian assassinations, and the
suspicion- justifiably felt of the
predominantly loyalist workfarce
at  Gambles  Simms, made
Raymond, and many other nation-
alist workers, decide that travelling
such a regular route through loyal-
ist countryside was simply too
risky.

So, after leaving the Lisburn
factory, Raymond began to work
full-time as a milk roundsman,
an occupation which would greatly
have increased his knowledge of the
surrounding countryside, as well as
enabling him to observe the move-
ments of British army patrols and
any other untoward activity in the
area.

ACTIVITY
F bli activity in that area

Consequently, Raymond was
never obliged to go ‘on the run’,
continuing to live at home till
the evening of his capture, and
always careful not to cause his
family any concern or alarm,

during those years consisted largely
of landmine attacks and ambushes
on enemy patrols.

Raymond had a reputation of a
republican who was very keen to
suggest and take part in operations,




L 3
@ Vol. Sean Campbell

ing these three and a fourth Vol-
unteer arrived in a commandeered
car at a farmyard in the townland
of Sturgan — a mile from Camlough
— at about 9.25 p.m.
Their objective was to ambush
a Brit observation post which they
had located opposite the Mountain
House Inn, on the main Newry-
Newtownhamilton Road, half a
mile away. They were not aware,
however, that another British obser-
vation post on a steep hillside half-
a-mile away had already spotted the
four masked, uniformed and armed
Volunteers, clearly visible below
them, and that radioed helicopter
reinforcements were already closing
in.
As-the fourth Volunteer drove
- the. commandeered car down _the
road to the agreed ambush point, to
act as a lure for the Brits, the other
three moved down along the hedge-
line of the fields, into position. The
fourth Volunteer, however, as he
returned, as_arranged, to_rejoin his
comrades, spotted British para-
troopers on the hillside closing in
on his unsuspecting friends and,
although only armed with ashort-
range Sten gun, opened fire to warn
the others.
|

y, the Brits opened

(continued from previous page)
almost invariably working in his
own, extremely tight, active service
unit, though occasionally when
requested — as ne frequently was
— assisting other units in neigh-
bouring areas with specific oper-
ations. He would always carefully
consider the pros and cons of any
operation, and would never panic
or lose his nerve.

In undertaking the hunger-strike,
Raymond gave the matter the same
careful consideration he would have
expended on a military operation;
he undertook nothing either in a
rush, or for bluff.

The one occasion when Ray-
mond allowed his feelings to get the
better of him occurred at a very
emotional time for republicans in
the South Armagh border area.

On December 8th 1975, Vol-
unteer Jim Loughrie, O/C of South
Armagh’s 1st Battalion, and Staff
Captain Sean Campbell were blown
up defusing a landmine they had
planted for Brit forces at Killeen.
Sean Campbell was buried in Kil-
curry, County Louth; Jim
Loughrie, at his native Dromintee
in South Armagh.

At Jim Loughrie’s funeral, Staff
Captain Peter Cleary called out:
‘Volunteers, line up in twos’,
Defiant in their grief, unmasked
Volunteers — including Raymond,
to the surprise of local people, who
hadn’t guessed of his involvement
— stepped forward as Brit heli-
copters droned overhead.

From that time on, it is poss-
ible that the Brits were aware of
Raymond’s' involvement, but so
careful was he, ordinarily, that not
until his capture did they have evid-
ence of real involvement sufficient
to charge him.

A little over four months later,
Peter Cleary was abducted by SAS
gunmen, on April 15th 1976,
from a house fifty yards north of
the border, which he had crossed to
meet his fiancee who was living in
the house, He was dragged away,
beaten unconscious and shot dead.

CAPTURE

The operation which led to the

Capture of Raymond, his boyhood

7”9"}‘1 Danny McGuinness, and

Patrick Quinn, took place on June
25th 1976,

An active service unit compris-

fire with SLRs and light machine
guns, churning up the ground
around the Volunteers with hun-
dreds of rounds, firing indiscrim-
inately ipto the nearby farmhouse
and two vehioles parked outside,
and killing a grazing cow!

The fourth Volunteer was struck
by three bullets, in the leg, arm and
chest, but managed to crawl away
and to elude the massive follow-up
search, escaping safely — though
seriously injured — the next day.

Raymond and Patrick Quinn ran
zig-zag across open fields to a
nearby house, under fire all this
time, intending to commandeer a
car. Unfortunately, the car belong-
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ing to the occupants of the house
was parked at a neighbour’s house
several hundred yards away. Even
then the pair might have escaped
but that they delayed several min-
utes waiting for their comrade,
Danny McGuinness, who however
had got separated from them and
had taken cover in a disused quarry
outhouse (where he was captured in
a follow-up the next day).

The house in which Raymond
and Patrick Quinn took cover was
immediately besieged by berserk
Paratroopers who riddled the house
with bullets. Even when the two
Volunteers surrendered, after the
arrival of a local priest, and came
out through the front door with
their hands up, the Paras opened
fire again and the pair were forced
to retreat back into the house.

On the arrival of the RUC, the
two Volunteers again surrendered
and were taken to Bessbrook barr-
acks where they were questioned
and beaten_for three days before
being charged.

REMARKABLE
One remarkable aspect of the
British ambush concerns the role
of Lance-Corporal David Jones,
a member of the 3rd Battalion of

quiet, good-nature
screet republican

of what would seem to have been
an ironic but supremely fitting
le of r i solidarityl

the Parachute Regiment. According
to Brit statements at the trial it
was he who first opened up on the
IRA active service unit from the
hillside.

Nine months {ater, on March
16th 1977, two IRA Volunteers
encountered two Paratroopers (at
the time seconded to the SAS) in
a field outside Maghera in South
Derry. In the ensuing gun battle,
one SAS man was shot dead, and
one IRA Volunteer was captured.
The Volunteer’s name was Francis
Hughes, the dead Brit was Lance-
Corporal David Jones of the Para-
chute Regiment.

In the eighteen months before
going on hunger-strike together,
Raymond McCreesh and Francis

ughes shared the same H-Block
cell, but were apparently not aware

After nine months on remand
in Crumlin Road jail, during which
time he would have met fellow
hunger-striker Bobby Sands, Ray-
mond was tried and convicted, in
March 1977, of attempting to kill
Brits, possession of a Garand rifle
and ition, an
ship. He received a fourteen-year
sentence, and lesser concurrent
sentences, after refusing to recog-
nise the court.

In the H-Blocks he immediately
joined the blanket protest, and so
determined was his resistance to
criminalisation that he refused to
take his monthly visits for four
years, right up until he informed his
family of his decision to go on
hunger-strike on February 15th this
year. He also refused to send out
monthly letters, writing only

Camlough, June 25th 1976: (key) :

® THE SCENE OF RAYMOND's CAPTURE,
1) the elump of trees on the steep hillside,
from where the Paras spotted the IRA Volunteers, and opened fire wildly; 2) the
farm buildings where the Volunteers moved off from and which wera raked by .
discriminate fire; 3) the point where the Volunteers first came under fire; 4) Ray-
mond and Patrick Quinn’s attempted €scape route along the edge of the quarry;
5) the house where the Volunteers hoped to commandeer a car, and where (hlv’
were besieged; and 6) the main Newry-Newtownhamilton road
Mountain House Inn (just to right of picture) where the ambush was planned.
(INSET) The farmhouse where the active service unit moved off from ( 2) on
key); the dead cow (foreground) was the one fatal victim of the Paras hail of
- | bullets
S

in the townland of Sturgan, near

leading to the |
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smuggled ‘communications’ to his
family and friends.

The only member of his family
to see him at all during those four
years in Long Kesh — two or three
times — was his brother, Fr. Brian
McCreesh, who occasionally says
mass in the H-Blocks.

Like the rest of the McCreesh
family, Fr. Brian solidly supports
Raymond in his hunger-strike. He
explains that an Irish ecclesiastical
conference after the death of
Terence MacSwiney on hunger-
strike determined that a hunger-
strike was morally justified if
undertaken for ‘a just and proport-
ionate end’, and he points out that
the hunger-strikers’ aim is to
achieve justice by fasting; they do
not aim to take their lives, that res-
ponsibility lies with the British.

HUNGER-STRIKE

Like Francis Hughes, Raymond
volunteered for the earlier hunger-
strike, and, when he was not chosen
among the first seven, took part in
the four-day hunger-strike by thirty
republicans until the hunger-strike
ended on December 18th last year.
(His family joke that even the six
loyalists who abandoned their
hunger-strike after five days lasted
longer than Raymond!)

Speaking to his brother Malachy,
shortly after Bobby Sands’ death,
Raymond said what a great loss had
been felt by the other hunger-
strikers, but it had made them more
determined than before.

And, still managing to keep his
spirits up, when told of his brother,
Fr. Brian, campaigning for him on
rally platforms, Raymond joked:
‘He’ll probably get excommunicated
for it".

Now, however, this determined
and resolute republican hunger-
striker faces death within a few,
pain-wracked, tortured, days unless
British premier Thatcher can be
Pushed from her intransigence, and
Free State premier Haughey from
his cold, opportunist indifference.
Already they have allowed two men
to die.

Only the determined protest of
the Irish people, and growing inter-
national pressure, can prevent the

imminent death of Raymond
McCreesh.
Otherwise, that sombre half-

prediction made by him a few
weeks ago may become a grim real-
ity: Td seans ann go mbeidh mé
abhaile romhat, a chara.




|
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WHATS ON

SINN FEIN MEETING
Combhairle Cuige Mumhan
2.30 p.m. Sunday 17th May
Queen's Hotel
ENNIS
Co. Clare
All delegates to attend

SEAN MacDIARMADA
COMMEMORATION
2.30 p.m. Sunday 17th May
KILTYCLOGHER
Co. Leitrim
Oration: Owen Carron

HUNGER-STRIKE MARCH
8 p.m. Wednesday 20th May
Greenhills Church
Walkinstown
DUBLIN
Buses: 50, 65, and 15a

MICHAEL GAUGHAN
COMMEMORATION PICKET
1.30 p.m Sunday 7th June
ALBANY PRISON
Newport
Isle of Wight

CORK H-BLOCK CENTRE
7.30 p.m. Monday to Saturday
9, St. Nicholas’ Church Place,

Cove Street
CORK

HUNGER-STRIKE MEETINGS
8.30 p.m. every evening
Workmen'’s Hall
Fair Street
DROGHEDA

Solidarity
Greetings *

BRENNAN, Paul. (H-Block). Congrat-
ulations, Paul, on completing four years
on the blanket on May 6th. God bless
You and all your comrades. From mum,
dad, Edmund and Sall. Also from your
sister Marlan, Sean and kids.

BRENNAN, Paul. (H-Block). Congrat-
ulations, Paul, on completing four years
on the blanket. Victory to you and to all
your comrades. From your sister Linda,
Gill and family. Also from your sister
Moya and Gerry.

BRENNAN, Paul. (H-Block). Congrat-
ulations, Paul, on completing four years
on the blanket on May 6th. Victory to
you and to all your comrades. From
your brother Patrick, Julie and wee Paul.
Also from your slster Kate, Sammy and
family.

BRENNAN, Paul. (H-Block). Congrat-
ulations, Paul, on completing four years
on the blanket. Victory to you and your
comrades. Lots of love from Maureen
and Kate, and Mrs. Mac.

BRENNAN, Congratulations Paul on
completing four years on the blanket.
You are always in our thoughts. Love
from Ann, Eddle and kids.
MCDONNELL, Joe, (H-Block). | am
sorry | can not be with you, Joe, to,give
you my support but you are always rem-
embered in my thoughts. Best wishes to
you and to Raymond McCreesh, and
Patsy O'Hara. Victory to the hunger-
strikers . From Ronnie McCartney, POW,
England.

McLOCHLAINN, Gerry. Keep your chin
up, Gerry, for ail of Wales, from Anne,
Mllcolm and Welsh Soclallst Republican
eys branch,

e NN, Anne M-m (Armagh). Con-
gratulations, Anne Marle, on completing
four years on protest for polltical status

God “bless you and all the girls In
Armagh. From Mr. and Mrs. Brennan
and famlly. 3
SOLIDARITY and May day greetings to
the Republican Movement In your con-
tinued strugole for a united Soclalist
Repu From Venstresoclalisterne
(ot Socialst Party), Denmark.

CAMPBELL, Kevin. (Portlaoise). Birth-
d-y reetings to my husband Kevin,
and best wishes from your wife
E.rnlﬂlﬂe and children Anthony, John,
Brid, and Kevin. Lots of love, XXXXXXX.
CAMPBELL, Kevin. (Portlaoise). Birth-
day greetings, Kevin, from your mate
Gerard Harte, UTP.
CAMPBELL, Kevin. (Portlaoise), Birth-
day greetings Kevin. From Ned, Mary
and Sinead.
O'CONNELL, Joe. (Parkhurst). Birthday
greetings from mam, dad, Johnny, Mary,
Jimmy, Robert, Niall, Nlamh and all
your frlends in Querrin.

O'CONNELL, Joe. (Pl'khursl) Bl'lhﬂly
greetings from Mrs. Dowd,
Kerry.

AN CUMANN CABHRACH
ANNUAL TESTIMONIAL DINNER
THE An Cumann Cabhrach annual tes-
timonial dinner in Dublin has been post-
poned until Friday 26th June.

The final date '01 munlnn ld:.r.-

in the
been extended to June 3rd.
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2 Is m6 feirge nd iontais a chuir-

. eann R.T.E. orm in aghaidh

an lae,

Seirbhis iomlan, neamh-
pholamuul neamhs leach —
in € a deirtear linn ata againn.

Is léire nd riamh nach bhfuil
ansan ach cur i gCéill agus magadh,
go h-dirithe anois agus an stailc
ocrais ar bun i gCampana Ceise Fada.,

Is iontach, go deimhin, mar a
théann an teilifs agus na medin
go geinearalta i bhfeidhm ar aigne
agus ar mheon an phobail, agus
d'aon duine a ghlualseann i measc
an phobail, td a éifeacht le feiscint
go soiléar ar na daoine.

Ar an gcéad dul sios, deirtear
linn go mairim{d fé choras daon-
laitheach anso, ach ar nddigh té's
ag gach Poblachtdnach  agus
Néisitinai nach bhfuil ansan ach
magadh, go h-dirithe nuair, o
thuaidh nach dtabharfai’ a chearta
d‘fhear a ghaibh breis is triocha
mile véta i bhFear Manach/Tir
Eoghain Theas, agus 6 dheas, nuair
a séantar cead cainte ar raidié agus
teilifis do bhaill tofa d'Udarais
aitidla.

FRIOTH- GHAELACH
Ach fid 'dd mbeadh saoirse an
daonlathais féin againn, conas a
d'fhéadfadh méramh Nadisidnta na
hEireann a gcearta a bhaint amach,
nuair at4 eagrafocht R.T.E. §
stird agus 4 rith 6 bhun go barr
ag dream daoine até frioth-Ghaelach
agus go hiomlan i bhfabhar Shasana
a polasai agus a riail sa tir seo,
thuaidh agus theas.

Mé6ramh Néisidnta adeirim, mar
ta’n Ndisidnachas i_gcrof formhér
de mhuintir na h-Eireann, ach go

i bhFear Manach/T1t Eoghain Theas

bhfuil géarghs ann len € a
mhdscailt, agus gan amhras, nf
dhéanfar € sin an fhaid atd lucht
RT.E. i gceannas ar an ngléas is
comhachtai ins an gcogadh bolv
scaireachta. Fil agus iad mar ata,
t4 ba an, phobail go mér leis na
stailceoiri ocrais — conas a bheadh
mura mbeadh R.T.E. aon — taob-
hach, gan tracht ar a bheith fabh-
rach,

BARRY COWEN
Glacaimfs mar shampla den aon-
taobhachas seo an clér Today
Tcnlght — tuairim Bharry Cowen
de chlar a bhfuil cothromaiocht
tuairimiochta ann, an ofche gur éag

® Nfor thug B.T.E. cothrom na féinne do lucht leaniina Bobby Sands sa Toghchdn

an feisire Bobby Sands, ar thaobh
amhdin den aragdint bhi Bernadette
McAliskey; ar an dtaobh eile bhi;
Don Concannon, Michael Mates,
John Hume, Gerry Fitt, Paddy Dev-
lin, John A. Murphy, Seamus
Brennan, Harold McCusker agus
Barry Cowen.

Lig Cowen do dhaoine anam
agus ainm an fhir mhairbh a mhasld
gan aon chosc a chur leo, agus nuair
a sheasaugh Bernadette i gcoinne an
naondr acu, nlor dhem se ach { a
chosc, a mhasld agus 7 a dhalladh
le ceisteanna. Trua nach bhfead-
fadh s€ a chuid nimhe Aondachtdil
a fhagaint ar lar.

Cad mar gheall ar an uair gur

chuadar go Fear Manach chun clér
ipelmlta a dhéanamh ar an dtogh-
achén a bhf le teacht. Mar seo a
chuaigh ceistiichan an, challm
Girithe i geeist:- Nuair a fyair sf
daoine a ddirt go br6ddil go
dtabhudaldu v6ta do Bhobby,
chuir si an cheist: “do you not
think you're vonng for violence
etc. ", ach mar sin féin nualr a
fuair s lucht leanta West nior
chualamar Do you not think this
is a vote for sectarianism, blgouv,
dlscrlmlnaﬂon oppresslon etC....
— né baol air, ach fés, nfl R.T.E.
aontaobhach.

NUACHT

Togaimis leithéidi Gay Byrne.
T4 sé ag tabhairt nios mé poib-
liochta don bpésadh ati le teacht
idir fhear na gcluas capall gus a
mhaighdean Ghlérmhar, na mar ata
a thabhairt ag Palds Bhuckingham
féin. — Gan focal as i dtaobh na
ndaoine ata ag fiil bhais ar stailc
ocraus ar son a dtire, ach raiteas
searisach i dtaobh Dolours Price
nuair a scaoileadh saor { — Agus é
chomh saonta, an fear bocht.
Measaim nach maithfidh s dd
athair go deo sloinne chomh
Gaelach a bheith aige. Measa:m
nach malthfldh pobal na tire d6 ach
an oiread ¢,

Ach t3 buaite ar fad ag Nuacht
R.T.E. Dha Id sular eag Bobby —
cad a bhl mar phnomhsceal sa
Nuacht? — Staid eacnamaiochta na
tire. Anois, agus Frankie Hughes ar
ti bais, cad é priomhscéal an lae?
- Toghachan na Fraince, agus luach
an phumL

Ni" chuirfeadh s& fearg chomh
mér sin orm d4 bhféadfaidis a gcuid
aontaobhachais a cheilt —

Is Iéir nach bhfuil fid naire
orthu.

lobairt ar son a mhuintir

LE TOMAS 6 SE
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an Mhuilinn an tseachtain seo

caite bhi_an bhaisteach ag titim. Bhi og -fhear @ chur sa chré
agalnn. Og -fhear a thug a bheatha ar ar son. Bhl fearg agus
dioma orainn toisc gur mharaigh Rialtas Shasana 6. Ach bhi’
bréd de shaghas orainn chomh maith.

Bhi” Roibeard Mac Sandalr dilis
d4 smaointe agus thug sé a bheatha
ar son a chairde. Daithin muintir
na hEireann. agus daoine thar lear
chomh maith a fobairt agus Ielrslgh
siad ina milte.  Bhi na mll(e ar
shraideanna Bhéal Feirste ¢ chian
agus 6 chonghar.

Bhi’ mé ag caint le daojne &
bheagnach gach contae in Eirinn.
Thamlg siad lena mbrén a chur in
idl agus chomh maith le sin lena
dtacmoch! dos na stailceoiri ocrais
eile a Iemu

Bhi mé thuas i Cill Uaigh in am
don aifreann ach nf raibh seans
ar bith dul isteach mar bhi an
se|péa| plédaithe go daras Sheas
mé in émeacht leis na milte eile
leasmuigh. Bh{ brath cidinais titithe
ar cheantar an tséipéil. Ma bhi
duine ar bith ag caint n{ raibh siad
le cloisint. 3

Bhi lucht nuachtain agus lucht

ger-strike in the H-Blocks, Sinn
to the Hughes family.

North and the collaboration
Haughey in the South.

He said: “The murder of a
second hunger-striker within a week
of Bobby Sands’ sacrifice must
surely bring home to thinking people
everywhere the enormity of Brit-
ish colonial policy in Ireland,.in
support of which the English rul-

teilifise an domhain ag fanacht. Go
tobann _mhairseail garda ondra de
chuid O Ialgh na hEireann i dtreo
an tséipéil. Ni ralbh le cloisint ach
fuaim na gceamaraf.

Tar éis tamaill tugadh an cdnra
amach as an tséipéil agus clann
Roibeard ina dhiaidh. Bh{ an brén
ar a aghaite. D‘fhulaing sxad go
mér i rith an s(allc ocrais. Bhlodar
ansin romhat, niorbh pictidir{ ar an
tellms a thuilleadh iad. Thuigeamar
nios fearr an cruatan a d* ‘fhullaing
siad.

Ag fagail an tséipéil ddinn
chuaigh daome ina gceathracha
faoin gconra. Chuaigh a ghaolta
agus a chomradaithe faoi. Chuaigh
ceathrar sagart faoi chomh maith.
Ansin thosaiomar ar an aistear go
Reiligh Bhaile an Mhuilinn.

Bhi béisteach bhog ag titim. Bhi
an b6thar plddaithe le dacine. Bhi
na milte ag seasamh ar thaobh an

Fein president Ruairi O'Bradaigh

extended the heartfelt sympathy of the Sinn Fein ard comhairle

Ruairi O’Bradaigh also slammed the British presence in the

of Free State premier Charlie

ing classes seek to cnmma/lse all

® An tridhathach & chur ar chdnra Bobby

bhdthair gach érlach den sli. Ansin
agus sinn ag teacht isteach go Baile
Andarsain chuala mé rois piléir. Bhi
an  beannd  deireannach 6na
chomrddaithe tugtha dg.

Bhi an bhaisteach nios troime
anois. Istigh i Reiligh Bhaile an
Mhu1I|nn bhi gach &it fliuch, agus
bhi” an chré dhearg ag greamu do
bhréga gach aon duine. Bhi érd
agus eagar ar ghach rud a bhain leis
an searmanas agus coimeadadh an

—O’Bradaigh slams Haughey —

IMMEDIATELY following the death of Francis Hughes on hun-

of the hunger-strikers has been res-
Isted by Margaret Thatcher by

the ongoing talks with Mr.

those who oppose the basic
which is British rule.

“The assembling of moral forces
around the world in support of the
protesting prisoners in° Long Kesh
and Armagh and the just demands

Haughey'’s government concerning
‘the totality of relationships be-
tween these islands’,

“Mr. Haughey must now strip
the British government of that pro-

Sands ag a chomradaithe

slua faoi smacht.

D'eisteamar leis na hérdid agus
ddramar 4r bpaidreacha. Bhi'a fhios
againn go Iéir go raibh trodaire
iontach ar son na hEireann caillte
againn. Ar dheis D€ go raibh sé.

Fo-néta: Ba mhaith liom ar mo shon
féin agus ar son go leor leor eile, mo
bhuiochas a ghabhdil le coiste agus
foireann oibre chlub shéisialta Bhaile
Andarsain, Dhein siad acht oibre chun
tae agus ceapairi a chur ar fail ddinn.

tection from international opinion.
He must no longer allow Mrs. That-
cher to use the continuing ‘summit’
as a shield. He must confront her
and tell her publicly that the talks
are halted and remain so until the
demands of the hunger-strikers are
met. In doing so, he will have the
support of the great mass of the
Irish people.

““Will hunger-strikers have to die
like flies before Mr. Haughey wakes
up to the reality of what is happen-
ing?”
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gs, The Irish  Republic
"‘::n':n of War In Crumlin Road Jall
Prisons despest sympathy to the famlly .
our comrade Vol. Francls Hughes who
of O his life for the flve demands of the
gm0 Lolitical prisoners. “When a future
180 P30 find thee, freemen standing by

v sidi mother Ireland, O remembe
h ca

s for freedom’s
WUGHES.

dl

HUG Irish  Republican
jsoners of war In Armagh Jall send
:',. t and most heartfelt sympathy to
£ family, frlends, and comrades of our
rade Vol. Francls Hughes who dled

y 12th 1981 on the fifty-ninth day
ger-strike for political status.

no' by her vengeance bound;
centrated hate we've had, her Justice
nd. Her laws accursed, have
done thelr worst; but he did still refuse,
thelr attempts to have him crim
our courageous Francls Hughes."

UGHES. The staff of An Phoblacht/
Reoublican News extend deepest and
heartfelt sympathy to Mr. and Mrs,
Patrick Joseph and Margaret Hughes and
to all the Hughes family on the death of
thelr son and brother Vol. Francls
Hughes on his fIfth-ninth day of hunger-
srike In Long Kesh prison camp,
Ligelleving that the British government

no right In Ireland, never had any
nd, and never can have any

Tight In Ir In any one
generation of irishmen, of even a
respectable minority, ready to dle to

affirm that ti y kes that govern-
ment for ever a usurpation a crime
against human  progress.’  (James
Connolly).

HUGHES. The RCG, England, mourns
the death of Francls Hughes,
revolutionary murdered by
|mperlalism. We extend our deepest
sympathy to his family, friends and to
nls comrades In the Republican

HUGHES. The Republican Movement, compysing Gglalgh na hEireann, Cumann

na mBan, Cumann na gCallff, Na Flanna Elreann, Sinn Féin and Cumann na
hUalgheann N lunta, deeply regret the death of Vol. Francis Hughes and extend

condolences to the bercaved Hughes famlly.

hunm the death of this young County Derry republican after fifty-nine days on
unger-strike we have lost one of the most fearless and active republican soldlers

to emerge out of the armed struggle against British occupation forces In Ireland
this deca
“y

no regrets, for the future of Ireland Is assured. We die for Ireland, for
the Republic, for that glorious cause that has been sanctified by the blood of

les I
honour his name. Victory to the struggle
for which he gave his life. Victory to the
Irish people. Political status now. Death
to British Imperlalism.

HUGHES, Deepest sympathy to the
family and friends of Vol. Francls
Hughes who died on May 12th 1981 In
the H-Blocks, Long Kesh, as a result of a
hunger-strike enforced on him through
British brutality.”Mary Queen of Ireland
pray for him. Always remembered by hls
omrade Loughran
(HS), and all the Loughran family.
HUGHES. The Sinn Féin POW Depart-
ment offers condolences to Patrick
Joseph and Margaret Hughes and to all
the Hughes family on the death of their
son and brother and our comrade Vol.
Francls Hughes who dled on May 12th
1981, on his fifty-ninth day of hunger-
strike, *There Is no outside force capable
of enforcing slavery upon a people
resolved to be free and valuing freedom
more than life. We In Ireland have often
forgotten that truth, indeed It may even
be asserted that only an Insignificant
minority of the nation have learnt It. And
yet, that truth once properly adopted as
the creed of a natlon would become the
salvation of the natlon.'" (James
Connolly).

HUGHES. The Republican Prisoners of
War In the cages of Long Kesh, In
Portlaolse and Limerick, and In jalls In
England, salute our fallen comrade Vol.
Francls Hughes and we extend our most
deep sympathy to his mother, father
brothers and sisters. “Nor can the
dungeon’s deepest gloom, but make us
love thee more: we've braved the terrors
of the tomb and kept the oath we swore.
In chains or free we fought for thee and
at your side still stand, before the foe
that brings such woe to our own beloved
Ireland.”™

HUGHES. A personal tribute to a gallant
comrade who died for his principles. My
deepest sympathy to his father, mother
and to all his family. | measc Laochra na
hEireann sa Fhiaitneas go ralbh sé. From
Raymond McCreesh, prison hospital, the
H-Blocks, Long Kesh.

HUGHES. | extend my deepest sympathy.
to the famlly, friends and comrades of
my comrade Volunteer Francls Hughes.
“81d us be falthful still and to make n
peace with England unt]l Ireland Is ours.
H. Pearse). From hls comrade Patsy
ra, prison hospital, the H-Blocks,
Long Kesh.

(P.
o

ma ages — the cause of human liberty. The Rep-
ublic stands for truth and honour, for all that is best and noblest In our By
truth and honour, by principle and sacrifice land be fr That this
Is Immutable, | am prepared to stake my hopes of the hereafter — Ireland must
tread the path our Redeemer trod. She may shrink, but her faltering feet will find
the road again. For the road Is plain and broad and straight; Its signp. e un-
mistakabl LIAM MELLOWS.

SANDS; HUGHES. On behalf of the WIII continue to live on In the hearts of
Leonard  Peltier Support Group, New ~Our brothers and sisters In struggle
York, USA, we send our deepest symp-  throughout the world.

athy for the loss of freedom fighters SANDS; HUGHES. The Scottish Rep-
Bobby Sands and Francls Hughes. Thelr  ublican Soclallst League express our
unwavering courage and porseverance  feelings of sympathy to the famllies of

Bobby Sands, MP, and Francls Hughes,
patriots and freedom fighters. We under-
stand and appreciate the motives of our
compatrlots In Ireland and Ilke all rep-
ublican soclalists we will remember and
respact thelr names which wlll rank with
Connolly and MacLean,

SANDS; HUGHES, The Pearse-McDald
Sinn Feln cumann, Birmingham, deeply
regret the murder of their comrades Vol.
Bobby Sands and Vol. Francls Hughes at
the hands of British Intransigence and
Inhumanity. We wish to extend our
deepest sympathy to thelr familles,
They gave their Ilves for the cause of
freedom and for the demands of their
fellow political prisoners. Go ndéana Dla
trGcaire ar a anam. Masses offered.
SANDS; HUGHES, Kathleen Holden and
famlly and Michael (H5) deeply regret
the deaths of Vol. Bobby Sands and Vol.
Francis Hughes at the hands of their
British tormentors. “In |ife you were
noble, falthful and true, serving your
land in weal and In rue. Wedded to her
In the fullness of youth. symbol-of free-
dom, honour and truth.” Mary Queen

MANY poems and tributes to Bobby Sands have been sent in
to ‘An Phoblacht/Republican News’ from around the country,
for which we thank the contributors. The one selected for
prinfing this week is by a young woman republican — a former
Armagh prisoner from Ardoyne in Belfast.

Bobby Sands has been laid to rest,

Along with the bravest and the best.

His sacrifice will not be in vain,

Because Lha suffered so much hunger and pain.

He fought the fight from a cold prison cell,
Prepared to die than live in an H-Block hell.
The spirit of resistance he spread far and near,
To him there was no such word as fear.

Much will be spoken, written and said,

About brave Bobby Sands —tortured — now dead.
Your heroic act and determined stand,

Will assure your comrades of the five just demands.

Bobby, your death has been such a sad loss,

Just like Christ you carried your cross.

Sleep now my comrade, like martyrs past, 4
You have inspired us with your courage, we’ll fight ‘til the last.

® VOL. BOBBY SANDS

of the Gael them. Masses
offered.

SANDS; HUGHES, We wish to extend
our deepest sympathy to the famllles
and friends of Vols, Bobby Sands and
Francls Hughes who died on hunger
strike, murdered by British government
Intransigence. “It Is not they who can
Inflict the most but those who can
endure the most who will conquer.”
Always remembered by thelr comrade
Ronnle McCartney, POW, England and
the Caughey family, BIrmingham.
SANDS; HUGHES. Na Flanna Eireann,
South Down deeply regret the deaths of
Vol. Booby Sands ,and Vol. Francls
Hughes, Oglaigh na hEireann, and extend
our sympathy to thelr familles, friends
and comrades.

SANDS; HUGHES. Llly Fitzsimmons
and family and Sean (H4) deeply regret
the death of Vol. Bobby Sands and Vol.
Francls Hughes, “Dear Ireland take them
to thy breast these soldier sons who dled
for thee. Within thy bosom let them rest
among. the martyrs sanctified.” Mary
Queen of the Gael pray for them. Masses
offered.

SANDS; HUGHES. The Turf Lodge
H-Block/Armagh  Committee  ‘seply
regret the deaths of Vols. Boboy Sands
and Francls Hughes who dled on hunger-
strike for the just demands of the POWs.
We extend our deepest sympathy to the
Sands and Hughes famliles. "“We will
never see thelr like again, not In a thous-
and years for thelr courage, our gulding

pray for

light, the blanket volunteers.” Masses
offered.
SANDS; HUGHES. Sinn Féin POW

department, Britaln, deeply regrets the
death of Volunteers Bobby Sands and
Francls Hughes, and tenders sincere
sympathy to the bereaved Sands and
Hughes famliles. “It Is not those who
can Inflict the most but those who
can endure the most who will ult-
Imately win. M2.see ffareg, X
MAC SANDAIR. ©= ~unaith linn comh-
phrén a dhéana:. I ie clann Mhic Sandalr
ar pis s mac Rolbeard. ‘Fhad’s ati na
hualgheanna seo In Eirinn, nl bheldh
sfochdin ann gan saolrse. Insploraid
ddinn go lelr abea 6. NI dhéanfaimid
dearmad alr. Ona chomraldithe, Cyrll
Mac Curtaln, Eugene Fanning, Gerry
Rooney, Tony Bradley agus Johnny
Johnson.

SANDS. Is mlan le cumann Sinn Féin |
Rinne O gCuanach. Co.-Phortiiirge, a
gcomhbhrén o chrofa chur In IGI do
chlann agus do chalrde Rolbeard Mhic
Sandalr. Sasanalgh do dhidnmbharaligh,
Cé gur mhllleadar do chorp, malrfidh
do splorald do-chlofte go caithrélmeach
| measc na nglin de Ghaelalbh &ga, ar
thug td do bheatha le go mbeldfs saor
G dhaorsmacht. Laoch, Gael agus Tirgh-
raltheolr, Is uasal d'ainm. Go ndéanna
Dia Dfiis trécalre ar d’anam.

SANDS. Deepest sympathy to the family
of Vol. Bobby Sands, MP, who dled on
May Sth 1981 on his sixty-sixth day on
hunger-strike In the hell hole of Long
Kesh. Mary Queen of Ireland pray for

him. “No greater love can a man have
than to lay down his life for his
country.” Very deeply regretted by

Deirdre McDonnell, POW, Limerick, and
also the McDonneil family, Andersons-
town.

SANDS. Bobby you have not dled in
vain. The fight wliil go on, from Anne,
Malcolm and kiddles.

SANDS. Deepest sympathy to the fam-
ily and friends of Vol. Bobby Sands
RIP. He dled that others might live.
Mary Queen of Ireland pray for him.
Comhairle  Ceantalr, Sinn  Felin,
Muineachain.

SANDS. We extend our deepest sym-
pathy to the famlly of the late Bobby
Sands. His supreme example of cour-
ageous self-sacrlifice Is an example to us
all. He will not be forgotten. Republican
prisoners of war in Hull: Mick Murray,
Noel Gibson, Eddie O'Neill and Tony
Madigan.

SANDS. Brighton Troops Out Movement
salutes Bobby Sands, a comrade who
gave his |ife for the freedom of Ireland.
“The fools, the fools, the fools, they
have left us our fenlan dead and while
Ireland holds these graves, Ireland unfree
shall never be at peace.

KILPATRICK, Kevin. (8th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol.
Kevin Kilpatrick, Oglalgh na hElreann,
Coalisland, who' was killed while on
active service duty on May 13th 1973.
Thug sé a rajbh alge ar son saoirse
: mulntir na hElreann. Always remem-
; bered and sadly missed by his friends
and comrades In the Republican Move-
ment, Coallsland.

MAGEE, Michael. (9th Annmmry)ﬁ In

proud and loving memory of Flan
agee, Belfast Brigade, Na
Flanna Elreann, who was shot dead by

1972, “‘Life springs from death and from
the graves of patriot men and women
spring living nations.” Never forgotten
by his_frlends and comrades In Na
: Flanna Elreann, Belfast. : o
McKEE, Sean. (8th Anniversary).
proud and loving memory oé Vol. Sean
MgKee, Belfast Brigade, Oglaigh na
nélrunn, who dled while on active ser-
vice duty on May 18th 1973, Thit sé
Bhearna Bhagll ag trold ar son saolrse
muintir na hElreann. Never forgotten by
his friends and comrades In the Belfast
Brigade.
O'CONNELL, Thomas. (8th Anniver
sary). In proud and
Vol. Thomas, O'Donnell, GHQ
Sglaigh na hEireann, who dled on May
17tH 1973, as a result of Injurles recelved
In a car accident while on active service
duty. Chaith sé a shaol ag obair ar son
na Poblachta. Never forgotten by his
friends and comrades In the Republican
'emen

sary). In proud and loving mempry of
Vol. Tom O'Donnell, GHQ staff, Qglaigh
na hEireann, who died on May 17th
1973 from Injurles recelved on active

ryice. Fhad’s atd na ualgheanna seo In

Francls Rice, Oglaigh na hEireann,
Castlewellan, who died while on active
service duty on May 17th 1973. “Lay
him away on the hillside, along with
the brave and the bold, inscribe his name

t.
“ODONNELL; -~ Thomas. (8th ~Annlver-~ -

irinn, nf bheidh sfochdin ann gan
saolrse. Never forgotten by his friend
and comrade ‘C’.

O'DONNELL, Thomas. (8th Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol. Tom O’Donnell, GHQ staff, Oglaigh
na hEireann, who died on May 17th
1973. Always remembered by all hls
friends and comrades from the Short
Strand area, Belfast, especially those in
the H-Blocks, In Armagh and in Jalls
In Ireland and England.

RICE, Francis. (8th Anniversary). In
proud and lovlgq memory %' Vol.
Francls Rice, glalgh na hEireann,
Castlewellan, who dled while on active
serv duty on May 17th 1973. Thug sé
a shaol ag obalr agys ag trold ar son
saolrse muintir na hEireann, Never for-
gotten by his frlends and comrades In
glaigh na hEireann, Castlewellan.

RICE, Francls. (8th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol.
Francls Rice, Oglalgh na hEireann,
Castlewellan, who died while on active
sorvice duty on May 17th 1972. “Life
springs from death and from the graves
of patriot men and women spring living
natlons.” From the McAnulty-McGorrian
Sinn  Féln- cumann, Castlewellan, Co.
Down.
RICE

Francls, (Bth Anniversary). In

on the roll of fame In letters of purest
gold." Never forgotten by his friends and
comrades In the Peter McAnulty Sinn
Feln cumann, Kilcoo, Co. Down.

REID, Bllly. (10th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol. Billy.
Reld, 3rd Battallon, Belfast Brigade,
Qglaigh na hEireann, who was shot dead
while on active service duty on May 15th
1971.  Fualr sé bds ag trold ar son
saoirse. Always remembered by his
friends and comrades In the Belfast
Brigade.

REID, Billy. (10th Anniversary). In
loving memory of our dear son I
Bllly Reid, ‘C' Coy., 3rd Baftallon,
Belfast Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann,
who was killed in action on May 15th
1971. RIP. Mary Queen of Ireland pray
for him. “In a lonely grave at Militown
he sleeps his last long sleep and In our
home |n Belfast his memory we shall
keep, and teach our youth his love of
truth, his scorn of wrong and fear and
teach them to love our land as did our
brave Volunteei Oh sacred heart of
Jesus we pray to you today to aid our
suffering motheriand upon her biood-
stalned way, for loyalty to serye her, for
strength to set her free. Oh sacred
heart of Jesus we place our trust In
thee.' Always remembered by hls loving
and father Bridget and Hugh

, Vo

daughter and family in New York.
REID, Billy. (10th Annlversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol. Billy
eld, 3rd Battalion, Belfast Brigade,
9laigh na hEireann, who was shot dead
while on active service duty by British
forces of occupation on May 15th 1971,
Always remembered by the Bllly Reld
Republican Flute Band, Glasgow.

STARRS, John. (9th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol. John
Starrs, 1st Battalion, Derry Brigade,
Galaigh na hEireann, who was Killed
while on active service duty on May 13th
1972. | measc Laochra na nGael go
ralbh a anam uasal. Never forgotten by
his friends and comrades In the Derry
Brigade.

STARRS, John. (9th Anniversary), In
proud and loving memory of our dear
son Vol. John Starrs, who was killed in
action on May 13th 1972. “In death
thou are noble, vallant and brave. Your
pure bright halo gleams from your grave,
painting so clearly the road we must
tread, deriving our strength from the
blood you have shed." Always remem-
bered and loved by his mother and
father.

STARRS, John. (9th Annliversary). In
proud and loving memory of my brother
Vol. John Starrs who was shot dead by
British occupatlon forces on May 13th
1972, “The dead who dled for Ireland
are beacons In our night, for the halo
around thelr sacred graves will catch the
holy light that will beam on mother

proud- -and- -loving~ memory- -of ~ Voi.- - “Reld.” Atso" remembered by~hls sons and'~ - Ireland" ‘when' ‘her "sons no Mmoré are’

slaves.” Always remembered and sadly
missed by his brother Gerald.

STARRS, John. (9th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of my brother
who  was Killed in
action on May 13th 1972. “No greater
love has man than he who lays down his
life for his country. From death springs
lite and from the graves of patriot men
and women spring living - nation
Always remembered and sadly missed by
his brother Thomas, sister-in-law Mary,
and famlly.
STARRS, John. (9th Anniversary). In

Vol. John Starrs,

who was killed In
action on May 13th 1972. “Lay him
away on the hliliside, along with the
brave and the bold, (nscribe his name on
the roll of fame in letters of purest
gold."” Remembered and sadly missed by
his brother Pat, sister-in-law Slobhan and
family.

STARRS, John. (9th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of my dear
brother Vol. John Starrs, who was shot
dead by British crown farces on May
13th 1972, RIP. *Ireland unfree shall
never be at peace.” Fondly remembered
by his loving brother James, sister-in-law
Mary and family,

STARRS, John. (9th Annlversary). In
proud and loving memory of our dear
frlend Vol. John Starrs, 1st Battalion,
Derry Brigade, Oglalgh na hEireann, who
was  killed by British forces of
occupation on May 13th, 1972. Fuair s&
bis ar son saolrse na hElreann. Always

_remembered by the Carlin fa

d far
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The final salute, at Bellaghy, South Derry, on Friday, for Franci
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