TWO VOLUNTEERS
SHOT DEAD IN DERRY

AS we go o prags, fews his come in that the British army hes
shot dead two |RA Voluntaars in Dérry =t lonohtime on Thurslay
Z8th May.

The desd Voluntesrs have besn namad ge twenty-one-year-
old Charles Magaira, arsd twanty-three-year-old George MeBrearty,
both ol Creggan. The Republican Movement has expresod its
‘drcpest sy s o ths- families ofits, 2| carconyrmies.— 2
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Four brave Insh martyrs, who died at mtra,nslgllt British hands,
for their republican beliefs, in the H-Elncks of Long Kesh prison

ATSY O'HARA
aged 24, Derry city
died Thursda 2715t May
ﬂtPr 61 days an hunger strilke

after 61 days on hunge-strike

BOBBY SANDS - —_— y 3 HUGHES
aged 27, Belfast Fh. ac Suu'[h Derry
y bth fiay




Leathshach 2 — AN 'PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS, Saturday, May 30th, 1881 °




AN RHOBLACHF/REPUBLICAN NEWS, . Saturday, May- 308h, . 1883 — Leathagach.,

Car
Lai

R T A y AL O IO )
R LA LA KA KL LA LA A N i SRR




Leathanach 4 — AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN MEWS, Saturday, May .sUth, 1841
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Luathanech 6, — Al

Bobby Sands

THIS tribute 1o the determination and
spirit of repubiican resisiance of the four
desd  H-Binck  hunger-strikers  — IHA
Volunt Bobby Sands, Francis Hughes
and Raymand MeCressh, and INLA Val-
unteer Patsy ('Hara is written by
Heifast republican Jim Gibney, who had
the dermanding, out privifeged, task of
regularly visiting the former three in the
H-Block prisan hospital during their fast
2 death for political prisener status

™ av v GIBNEY

1M extremely weak, I'm blind, | can’t see
Tl the lsds to keep their cfing up.
e down-fisarted, 1'm hamging on .
1l s this thing through. ™

Bobby Sands, sixty-ons days on hunger-
strike
Thatcher will have coffing comimg oot of
here b e we arg nal giving i

Franeis Hughes, fitty-two days on hunger-
strike,
“Kpep on marching, don’t give up. ™

Raymond MeCreesh, fitty-four days on
liunger-strike.

THESE were tha final words spoken
un the last wisits | had with three of
the tour dead hunger-strikers. (Patsy
0)'Hara was visited by representatives
of his own organisation and | only saw
him, briefly, once.)

Frum the beginning of the hunger-strike
an March 151, | spent a total of six-and-a
half hours with Bobby, Francis and
Raymoni: four half-hour visits each with
Bobby and Francis, and five half-hour visits
with Raymond.

The co! sations on those visits covered
a multitude of topics ranging from Bobby's
clection campaign and victory, the various
visits to the H-Blocks by politicians and
clergy, thix 'RA's campakn, the protest
movement, and the state of health of the
other hunger-strikers,

A measura of the prisoners’ commitment
during the hungersirike can be guaged by
the fact that not once did the hunger-strikers
volu information about their own
physic condition. Thair deteriorating
haslth did not precccupy their minds. They
wsad thair bodies 83 weapons against @ritish
ruls a5 coolly and calculatedly as they used
ind bombs before their imprisenment,
bart, alas, on this last oparation their “man
mack' led only one way — to the grave.

PRIVILEGED

Ha spent 30 much time (in terms of
the wisits they received on hunger-strike]
with mon whose bravery captured the imeg-
ination of the world, and who willingly died
n the hope that their deaths would lesd to @
transfurmation in our struggle for national

n, | feol both humble and privileged.

The inner political conviction, the will
power, the personel hergism of the hunger-
<tri stimable. No matter what the
E

h

actions, n<
d mannar
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which they overcame the daunting les of
death.

Ardd while those maralists In State and
Chureh bore us 10 tears with their view af
the rightniass and wrongness of the hunger-
sirike, the ordinary people know in their
hearts and minds who i right and who is
wrong, and act accordingly.

The four prisoners were held for two-
thirds of their hunger-strike in the prison
hospital.

The hospital containg elaven cells, six on
one side of & smartly polished covridor floor
and Five on the other. Unlike the H-Blocks,
the call doors in the hospital block are
wooden. The block is spotlessly clean and
has the smeli and appearance of 2 normal
haspital, but differs in avary other way, Wi
ron grilis and locked doors being the ingred-
ients which change it into a prison.

My first visil fo it was when Bobloy Sands
was thirty davs on hunger-strike. Trevelling
with his muther, Hosaleen, and his sister,
Marcalla, in the back of a prison mini-bis
from the prison wisiting area, My mind was
abuse at the praspect of what lay bafors me.

Firmly planted in oy mind was the
wiretchad emaciated figure of the German
hunaer-triker Haolger Meins, photographed
shortly aftor dying on hunger-strike in a
West German prison, in 1972, 5o, when |
saw Boblby, with @ boyish hair-style, clean
shaven, and slightly drawn, sitting on top of
the bed, wearing & multi-coloured dressing
gown and gregting us with a smile, | was
surprised at his ressonable appearance.

He was in ooed spirits and we talked at
length sbout the situation inside the prisan
anil autside, We discusesd the protest move-
ment and he ceutioned againsl expecting
Large turn-ouEs early in the humger-strike. He
beligved that penple would respond when
the condition of the hunger-stiikers
worsenad, ‘The people know when 1o come
on to the strests,” he said.

The visit terminated all too quickly, | was
pheased, leaving him, becase | could see he
was thinking ahead and was on top of the
situation.

PROBLEMS

My mext visit to the prison hospital was
the following week 1o sea Francis Hughos. T
was my second visit with Francis since he
started the nungerstrike. He was in fine
form, although his bad leg was causing some
problems. We discussed the Fesmaragh and
South Tyrone by-election campaign which
was just moving inta full gear,

The following weok | visited Raymond
MeCreash in the hospital. He was flt enough
to walk {ram his hospital bed to & room sit
aside for visitors.

His eldest sigter Marie was on the visit
with his brother Michael, Mariz had not sesn
Raymand for aver five years, 50 it Wes an
emotional reunion dominated by family
MEWS.

When the visit ended Raymond stood up
to say goodbye, and became dizry, almost
fainted, and had to it down again, He had
turmed & pale white colour.

Thar same week | was back visiting
Bobby, along with his mother and st
Marcella. He was now over farty days on

e
@ Long Kesh prison hospital

humeger-strike,

As we arrived in the hospital, the doctol
in charge of the hunger-strikers inwited us
1o his office. There, for twenty minutes, he,
and anather doctor eallad Emerson (wiho the
MecGreesh family tried to remove from traat
ing Raymond in the last deys of his lite
because af his suspectsd impropristy} went
into great detail about their dilemma in deal
ing with hunge:-strikers. They quite naad-
lessly detaiied the affects of a hunger-strike
an the body and how the body |apsas into
a coma, Although they attempied 10
distance themselws from prison admin-
istrition, claiming their role was indepand-
ent, in raality they were probing Mrs. Sands
and Marcalla to see if they could tind a
wWaskness.

When &t last we went in to Hobby, ha
was considarahly weaker than when | had
|ast ween him, but he had noe difficulty
speaking or maving about the bed. He warn-
= hiz maother about the ductors frying 10
get st him through the family and said thet
should he lapse into & coma he was nat to
be revived. We discussed his election cam-
paign: he felt that the glection would be a
boset 1o the hunger-strike campaign, but
would not be snough to shift Thatcher
off course, How right he was 1o be proved!

The most trying time for the hungae
strikers was the periad shortly  before
Bobby's death, when a wvirtugl ‘quoué of
intarnational dignatorics lined up outside
his cell door, waiting to try and persuadc
him to emd the hunger-strike, Their pros-
ence alone created an illuson of mawe-
ment and raised hopes only fo be dashed
by the windictive language of Margaret
Thateher.

IMPACT
But it was n the last week of esch ol
the threa hunger-strikers’ lves that the full
kit the hungar-strikers

themselves, their familes and myself,

On my last visit with Francis | accom-
panied his mother and his brother, Dliver.
It was a very moving occasion. Francis
was going downhill fast. His eyesight was
blurred and he had to hold his hand over one
eye throughout the visit. He had been
vilently ill that morning.

His mother threw her srms around his
neck and said: “Mm the proudest mother
in the warid. Your family are il provd of
yaw, " She blessed him with o special cross
broyght from Cafvary in Jerssalem and
Francis tenalerly kissed it

He said: “1 afways like to e
happy.

| mever saw Francis alive sgam.

Twn days | wisited Raymond, He
was in pretty good shape. After (eaving him
1 was walking down the corridor aml &
noticed Bobby's cell door opan. | walked
n and saw him lying in bed with a crucifix
given to him by the Popa's srvoy around his
nack. His mother, father and Marcslla were
linad atang his bed, He sensed someane else
in the cell. He iooked towards me.

“Haw are youd™ | asked.

“je that wou, Sim?” he said, strelching
out hand,

“¢ ix, Bobby,” | replied, & | clasped him,

“I'm axeremely weak, 'm blind, | can’t
sme you, Tell the lady to keep their ching ug.
Dan't be down-hearted. 'm hanging on .
T soo tiwis thing through, ™ he saud.

We held hands for what seemed like an
atarnity but probably was less than a min-
ua; then | left

SHATTERING

| fsad a similar, shattering sxXperienoe (wo
weankes later when | visited Raymond for the
last time.

As | antered the hospital complex | phy-
sically shook, and as | passed the cells Bobby
and Francis died (n, my blood ran cold, |
was tempted o ook ingide the cells, but out
of the cormer of my eye | saw a gaunt figure
waving and smiling at me. .

It was Patsy O'Hara» His cell door was
apen and he was sitting by his bed, propped
up im & chair. | went to his cell door and
spake briefly to him. He was strong &nd in
good spiriis.

Raymond’s condition contrasted strongly
with Patsy's. He lay motionless in the bed.
For thirty seconds he did not know he had
visitors., Then, when he reallsed, he had
difficulty taking in the names of his visitors:
“jt's your Uncle Peter and Jimmy McCreesh,
your cousin, and Jim Gibney,” said his
cousin. “Oh,” sad Raymond ina faint woice
that tiailed off into silence.

We 3at for a few more minutes in silence,
braken finally by guestions which reflected
the strained mood, then & longar silence. |
thoeghi Raymond had died, his chest
stopped moving and he appesred to stop
breathing, but he camato . .. - - -

As the visit ended, Raymond came round
a bit, shook everyons’s hand strongly, and
twew his arms around hig Uncle Peter’s
neck. “Kesp on marching, don't give up,”
he said.

~Tiar | will, that § wil," said his uncle,

o
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AY KEVIN BURKE

THE on-again off-again general election in the
twenty-six counties finally got underway on Thurs-
day 21st Way, ending six months of speculation
and indecision. On the face ofit, the old adage that
‘elections are lost by governments rather than won
by oppositions’ should never be truer than on this

occasion.

Logically a government
tacing an election when un-
employment stands officially
at 126,000, and when inflat-
lon rates over the past two
vears have reached 16% and
1B%, leaving its 1977 man-
ifesto  promiscs  in shreds,
should have no chanee,

And & governing party
which can only barely conceal
a Teud which has split the par-
liamantary party down the
middle over several years, but
mos;_binr_er'\,- in the eighteen
months since Haughey took
over the leadership, should
have even less than no chance,

But that is clearly not the
position at the moment anc
going into the election, Fianna
Fail, if one can rely on the
IMS opinion poll taken on
Friday 22nd May, would
appear to be ahead of & Fine
Gael/Labour opposition.

GOODIES

A number of reasons can be put
Tforaard lar this,

Firstly, in & system of ‘dem-
ocracy’ which laaves the vlectorate
with litthe control on events, out
side of the visit to the ballat hox

Ty or five years, electoral
bribes hawve a significani

e

Fianna Fail, being in government,
cannot make grandiose promises
ise why have they not ful
lied them elready?l, so they e
iy oiled the elecioral paim in
racent weeks with increase in grants
o Niest time houss-buvyers, the re-
ntroduetion of food and  public
transport subsedies, refief of intes-
est paymants for famers and so

burst of generosity with the
rs' onym monay has its effect
vtemt and reducing
for chang: w another
government, which s obwiowsly not
going to be different 1 any major
bwt might be that bit more
who knows?
v @ semond

Faetor

n putting thew
ealesnie &

PROMISES
Fia Fail

qovern-

which

T ke
thar
ases of 34, 000

increases ol
on  raTR
Creases —
MuUst coms

up with tha promises and new pol-
e,
Fine Gael nor Labour
have come up with any maore than
tinkering with economic palicies.
Fine Gael has gone tor a Thatchar
ite policy, reducing income tex
rates and $lapping it on indirect
taxation and Insurance contribut
ioms, and a whole contradictory
mishmash of promises which would,
they claim, improve public services
whilst at the same time ol public
spending, raduce foreign borrowe-
ing and wipe out the curent
balance of payments deficit over
the next four years.

The dominant impression of
their manifesto is the hair-shirt.

GAP

Omn the other hand, the Labour
Party — by .no means claiming o
Bw = socialist altarnative — are faced
with héving to promise something
ta their working-class supporters.

They have therefora promised
increesed public spending (a3 opp-
osed to Fine Gael's decreass), re-
introduction of a wealth tax {which
Fine Gaal has rotally ruled out) and
increased  fuod subsidies  (which
benefit the rich as much as tho
P,

Whilst Labour bows to Fine Gael
with talk of ‘wase moderation®

and Fine Gacl nods back with
“indu-linked social wlfare
benefits’, there iz still & massive

mp brtween the two parties, one of
which s unashamedly consesvative
and the other is suppesedly rep-
resenting the interests of labaur

The fact that both parties are
urging their woters (o ignore the
dilterence and transfer their votes
on o the other party, tvon without

precluction coalition agresment,
leeves both parties with one clea
and commnn label — opportunist.

S0 Fianna Fail are not in the
hopoless position that would  ba
expected, and the old adage must
be exiended to incleds hut opp-
wsitions lose slections & well',

There s alse anothar most im-
portant factor in  this  election
battle, which i the lirst week of
the campaign has onty been bubb-
ing below the surface. This is the
nartinmal question and in partioular

the hunger striko in the H-Blocks.
CONCERN
The S  paoll of Friday 22nd

rafhe a most significant
n the lowel of con-

1 the Moth fas

May,

IMPOrTancs
r maticnal guesti

H-BLOGK SIMMERS
BHOW HEGTION SURFAG

al Haughey ahead of inept COAItiON s

@ To dam, Haughsy has sucoessfully eontrived to use the
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smokesereen of ‘repulilicans’ in his own party to sxcusa his £

1o &6t on the H-Block iesie — what is now requirsd of thos ‘republicans” is that they call on Haughey to take pasitive &

and condemn Thatcher
& elgctoral issue.

Charles Haughay has aslways
bezn aware of this strangth and has
mace no seeret of the fact that he
would hope to take sdvantage of
it, particularly as a distraction fram
his disastrous economic recond.

His s refationship’ with
Margaret Thaicher has teken a seu-
cri hammering with the deaths ol
tour  hunger-strikers passing with
aut him being able to deliver on
his supposed new-lound status with
the British, Al the same time ha has
contimued ta refyuse to publicly con
demn Thaicher o o teke any
steps which might put real pressure
on her.

To justify this action he had
contrived 1o divert the full res-
ponsbility  dor the bunger-strike
deaths away from Thatcher, by
constantly drawing out the Eur
opean Commission red herring, and
simultaneosugly has claimad that the
deaths prove the necsssaty ol lind-
ing a settiement on the nationgl
iszug | 3 semtiment with which o

one would disagreel and that s
selatirsdup with Thatcher, how-
& ratiered, is the only way for-

rd.

Sar bar, it
had soma s
This

must he said, he has
moputting over
“repairbdic [Upp
1o a major

lime 13 hi

B1s N The [

section of the electorate, despite
the mxamplary efforts of huger-
strike protestors who have clogged
his factsteps an his electoral tour
so far.

SMOKESCREEN

In Haughey's smokescroen there
fas baen 3 wital element, whether
knowingly or unknowingly.

A rmmber of Fianna Fail Lein-
ster House mambars, in the immed-
iste  days before  the election
announcement, made stalumaents
in suppoit of the five demands of
the prisoners.  These  included
Timothy ‘Chub’ O'Connor  in
Kerry, Charles McCreevy in Kildare,
and, most dramatically, Bill Lough
mane in Clare.

The latter Fiarma Fail ‘repub-
lican” even wenit so tar 335 to mildly
and threaten  Haughey.
following a meeting with
Haughey, Loughnane cqually pub-
lichy announced ihat b Jully supp
orted Haughey and now  “lully
approcigted” the efforts of Haughey
Ie sawe the lives of the hunger
strikears

Meither 0'Cun MeCreawy
WEereg in o any tkeired By
Haunhey, a: thay had ood critivised
him, amd had most pobably gain
vl suppost from concerned people
Loughnane  hasd neE EveEl

i

better because e had th
Haughey as “sound on the
strike’ by his endorseman

By willingly or wm g
wolving themselves in this o
meamipulation, the thres Fiann
candidistes had ot benefitie
hungei-strikers, but merely us
humger-strikers  to  benefit C
Haughey and themsalwes.

What is regquirdd trom F
Fail candwlates is o dom
equivocal pulblic call on Ha
to publicly condemin Thatche
o take positive action (by bre
diplomatic links and cnding
abwration} in support of alecti

No Fianna Fail candidate, o
othes ndidate, should be |
any doubt that this is what |
uired now, not merely token
ort for the live demands,
weant 1o clasn glectoral ba
Iram the hunger-sirikers” supgo

The intervention of H-B
Armagh prisoners in the ele
battle will undoubtedly thrus
hunger-strike issue, and indas
national guestion itself, into
unchallengeably forefront  of
campaign for votes, Mot anly
clarify the prison imue beyond
doubt, it will also give the ele
#@le pownr to decisively effect
m3ue anyway in what so far
‘no-choice’ election farce,




But Brendan

MeLaughim
has to drop out

FOLLOWING the deaths of hungar-strikers Raymond McCreesh
antl Patsy O'Hara, it could have bean expected that there would
be a number of weeks before any of the second phase of hungar-

strikers reachad a critical stage.

But, on Monday 25th May. Brendan MeLaughlin, who had
replaced Francis Hughes on the hunger-strike only eleven days
previously, was informed that unless he ended his hunger-
strike he could expect to live for only four or five days, because

of his
stomach ulcer.

On Wednesday 27th May, Brn
dan mformed a Long Kesh preson
chaplain that he would be ending
his hunger-strike at & p.m. that

a statement  supporting
Brendan's decision and wishing him
Il regowery, the H-Block Infor-

a2ty

mation Centre in Belfest pointed
out:

“To have comtimeed in s
jeary wveaniked ave rmeanl
egizre desth befors the
of 3 long Runger srike
o hawe oraver i oaned Bt o
the neceseary pressuce to Dreak
the Brtish government’s intran:
somncr, ™

BRENDAN McLAUGHLIN
On Wednesday 20th May, it was
reported that Brandan MoLasuaghling,

after only =X days on hwnger-
strike, had been moved 1o the
oriscn hogpital. This  was an

immediete cewse for concern as itis
ssually approximately twenty-one
days belore gy nger-sirikers are
taken from  their blocks to the
hospital.

The concern proved well-founded
when, on Thursday 215t May,
Brendan was rushed to the military
wing of Musgrave Park hogpital
with @ suspected perforated ulcer.

At first ha refused even to allow
1515 1o be dona but then he agreed
10 & barium mesl tost which con
firmed his suspected condition, He
continued to refuse any medical
treatment for the ulcer and, last
Muonday, May 25th, he was informed
that without medical trestment e
could dia within four or five days.

The tollowing day, efter a weak °

of being unabie to slesp hecause
of the axcruciating stomach pains
caused by the internal blaeding
frequently  vomiting bioad,
ndan agread to take limited
cal treatment shorl of ending
unger-strika

Howewer, on Wednesday 27th
Blay, hawing been repeatedly told
that such tregtment

weartingless  while
fast and would
on the time he
(1§} . he

3 his

fect
W axpect
agrecd 1o ond his fast

JOE McDONNELL
The condition ol Jix McDaonnell

from  Andersonstoevn, o Belfast,
who replaced Bobby  Sands on
sirike and  who s now
mus fourth wesk of fasting,

concem anid b

v causing
still in H-Block b
On Wednesday
visited by his wnle
| his migler.

2Mh May, Joe
fus T
At that

wasg

rapidly deteriorating condition due to a poerforated

® On Thursday 21st May —

aftar only pevan

days an hunglr;'trilez — Brendan Me

Leughlin (inyet) was rushed to the military wing of Musgrave Fark Hosgital in Balfast in

2 critical madical condifson
stigiz her had Iost ower 16 Ibs. n
eighleen  days  of  hunger-sorike,
but, at that stage, had experienced
ni physicel side affacts

He complained that on his way
ta the visit, the warders escorting
him had (ried 1o impose pelly
arders on him, demanding that he
taka his hends out of his pockets,
On his refusal he was taken hack
1o his cell and threatened that his
wisit would be cancelled, but the
warders gave way when it bacame
clear that he would not yield o
tharir peily-mindedness.

RAYMOND McCREESH

Druring the might  following
Brendan  MeLaughlin's  original
move e the prison hogpiel, at
211 aam. on Thursday 2150 May,
Raymond MeCrorsh became the
third political prsoner to die on
hunges-sivike in the H-Blocks, & a
I it of tha criminalsation policy
of the Britsh government.

Raymond’s  life finally onded
after  sixty days weithowi  Food,
during which he  had  suffered
indascribably Trom the effecs of
his st Despie the hilsck propa-
gands of the British, RAaymond
romained]  fully committed to his
struggle and he proved with his
lite that twe would not be broken

by thee nkiimanity of tho British

From the previous weakend it
became increasingly clear that, with
the British still unmoved, the end
for Raymond was nol far ofl. On
Saturday ovening, May 16th, Ray-
mwnd was annointed by 2 prison
chaplaim. He was  having qroat
difficulty in mowving and nes
assistance sven when he was drink-
ing water. His family confinmed
that ha was afmaost totally Gilnd.

Later on Saturday, the family |

received @ phonecall tefling them
to raturn to the prison. When they
arrived they found Raymond slipp
ing intermittantly info wmEinscious-
ness and, when onstious, N &
wery eonlused state. He had earlier
becn hallucinating and the medical
staff in the prison tried to exploit
his condition by initially  elling
hirm that he was inoa hospetal
Seotiand and then otfering him
& donk of milk.

CONFUSED
Raymaond, in a wery confused
state, s alleged o howe replied

that ho owens nol osare, bt oat oo

time darl he indicate 3 willingness
o ake nounshment.

The British used his obwioushy
to

confused  state imply bath
that b was wirveriong on bis haesger

steeke: andl that his family pressui- |

el hum o continue, in a despicable

black propagands attack on Ray- |
McCreesh and  his  tamily, I

mand

But Raymand continued his hunger-
strike, demonstrating with his life
that he would die rather than be
criminalised by the Brits.

On Monday, Raymond’s family
wer provided with a room al (he
preson  hospital and o0 becams
clear that his death would come
shortly

By Tuesday hg had fost his
sight and hearing and throughout

the whole of Wednesday ho was |
[ unabde tor rmve

He died ust atter 7 am. on
Thursday, dying as he had lived
sinee his caplure, esiting British
attampts to break him as a political

| prisener.

PATSY O'HARA
Just before the death of Ray-
mond McCroesh, reporzs on Patsy
O'Hara’s  ordeTion  were  ciusiog
pxtrame anxaty. Patsy had Desn
rafatively strormger
thraughout the hunger strike which

they began togeiher on March
22nd.
Howewer, 0 his final  week,

Palsy's condition deteriorated at an
slarmeng rate,

On the Monday, when his Tamily
wmited him, thoy tound that horh
his hearing and his wision were
beginning 1o Twb. A prson doctor
informed  thern thar  Patay  had
sutfered & muremn of the heart
which ndicared  that he would

sowam suller @ heasl atiack

His condition became ste
weaker and he had dilficuli
ralking clearly. When he tria
drink  watet on  Wednesday
mmediately brought up blood
ater in the afternoon has
= niacied by s o

an and azked 1o go 1o the pr
vy found that Patsy b
sice mompletely and Cate
i thart ne had suf
aronary attack. His body w
# at this staga that thebla
v heim were eing suppe

5 cage, his oyes had s
nto fis head, his tonoue was 1
ts novimal size.

Patsy was coughing up
ol blood, his heariog was al
totally pone, and he was hi
increasing difficulty in breat
Daspite  the immmence of
death, Patsy’s family wers

Ll

tmuatly  harased by the p
officials.

Hawimg been called wrgentl
the hosgital tha family

delayed for awer half-an-hour.
When they did gain untry
found that when Patsy had 1
the coronary attack thare we)
doctors peesent of on o duty
some e, A warder threaten
and the wisit when Patsy’s bro
Sean Seamus, movad a chair o
cell so that he could be
snough to allow Patsy 1o hear |

DIED

It was clesr when Hayn
MeCreesh died warly on Thur
that  despite hawing  apm
stronger  throughout the ha
ctrike, Patsy would not be
oehird his dead comrade.

AL Bl 28 pm. oon Thw

myhi, Patsy OHara died, h
ived solely on watr for sixty
days. He died only baent
wurs after and on the same
as his comrade Haymond McC

'wlth wehpam bwe began the hu

than Raymond |

irike

Fallowing
mand McCreesh
twn  turther bl
the humger-sinke.

On  Friday k, May =
twenty five year-old Keran Dol
mim Andersonstown  in Hi
parned the hunper strike, afrer ©

the deaths of
and Patgy O
8t men it

and-a-half wyears va the bla
He replaced Raymond MoCreas
Then on  Samurday mor

wyn days before his twen
birthiday ~ Dungiven  n
Lynch replaced Patsy OHar
the humger-strike. Kevin has
on  the hlanket for thresa
half years.




THE last two weeks have

The loesl govemment elections
in tha Motth, which saw British
collsborator Gerry Fitt and  the
sticky Republican Clubs defeated
in West Belfast; a number of anti-
H-Block candidates elected to var-
Incal counc and the liish
e Ty &teal jnto the
. showed an increase in
sentiment and, like the
=oUt BT the fwinger-
funarals, massive sspport
prisoners’ demands.

COMMISSION
bile, although the quest-
iervention by the Euro-
p=an Commission on Human Rights
8 eontinually rmised By Free
& pramier Charles Haughey as
s method of awerting pressures on
v challunge British
Thatcher to grant
hunger-sirikers” five
may find that his ploy
an him.

ition, though it took a show
knocking, wes finally knocked last
week wilh some incressed public
awarcness  that  the commission
oald not deliver the geenels, espec-
ially when faced with an intransig-
ent British government.

Secondly, one of Haughey's
ks in the Fres State gen-
on campaign is, he elaims,
»f the Morth. To promate
T and capitalise on Irish national-
isT semtiment he had (and still has) »
choici between backing the hunger-
strikers and sawing their lives or
tha transparently hygaed-
sloric” Dublin/London
surnmit talks which he claims will
lead (0 & long term peacafu| ssttle
ment.

HAUGHEY
Far Haughey to have backed the
hunger st meant  confronting

Thatcher
o, wou

15 reliably under
be mors than tempt
the summit talks
the milsage Paisley
them}. If Britain
tand ditehed the talks,
Haughey's claime of an historic”
breakthrough  would  be wmon 1o
hawe been exsggorated and  he
would be forced to fall from altice
ar to make more belligarent naticn-
alist naises,

However, for him to maintain
his collabora ing “special relation-
ship’ with Thatcher has-meant Thiat

fEnaing silent on the hunger

his has caused him
problems with membors of Fianna
Fail who detect lackey connot-
ativns.

Already there has besn an put-
apoken attack on him from within
the party. Ineerviewed on RTE on
Tuesdey wesk, deputy Bill Lough
nane, wha had reen thy called upan
Haughey v do  more on  the
H-Block i3 expressed  his dig
intment in Haughoy and
TE uD i the
s of the peuple of the
nd he wauld ‘“stick 5

o', (A ref-

5 pert in

in Movermber

m

Although Loughnune istar with-
w omments and jspued 3
ent fully backing Haughey's

BY PETER ARNL IS i

seen two more dead republicans
carriet out of the H-Blocks & a result of Britain's death policy:
and two more massive funerals: those of Raymond McCreash
in South Armagh, and of Patsy O'Hara in Derry city.

policies, his original vigws abwious-
Iy reflect growing impatisnce with-
in Fianna Fail ranks.

Haughey hopes that the Dublin/
London summit talks are » bigger
‘republican’ ticket than the hungar-
strikers, and he has in his favour,
opposed (o the Republican Mave-
mant and any benefit flowing to it
awing to an ingreass in nationalist
sentiment, the major political par-
ties, the Catholic higrarchy, the
rade union bureasucracios and, of
courss, almost all sections of the
media.

Bul pven than he is gambling, as
the flosd of votes to the handful
of H-Block condidstes in the
MNarth's local governmen: electivns
indicated las, week, and he may
well need the obliging Sile de
Valera ta do her trick with anothar
attack on the ‘heartless Thatcher,

SNUBBED

But while the deaths of the
hunger-strikers have not diawn any
tangible change in the Free State
government's collaboration, the net
effect of the H-Blocks and the
reaction to them continues 1o bring
pressure on the  Brite and o
incréass anti-British feeling in .
land, particularly since appeals
from scores of Catholic priests for
& humaniterian  settloment  have
been snubped by Thaichar,

Earlivr, in her snub to a numbes
of loading Irish-American politic-
ians, Thatcher hypoeritically
admitted the pelitical mativation of
the prisoners but still refused to
budge, The British governmant, she
said, “is mot prenared, thraugh the
granting of political status, fo Jupigie-
imise criminal acrs underesken in
pursuit of political ends

The loyalist UDA, whn during
the first H-Block  hungerstrike
threatened o invade  nationalist
arefs and ‘sxterminaic’ nationalist
Icaders, has since sobared up and
its PRO, John McMichacl, has now
denied that there would bhe g
winlent responss fram them if the
British gowernment re-introduced
‘special category status’. since thair
imprisuned  menbers would gl
benefit.

The frustration ol the Catholic
church in the face of British intran-
sigence is now bacoming obwvious,
After the death of Francis Hughes,
Cardinal O"Fiaich sent a talegram
t the British premier pleading
‘In  God's name. don't  ailow
anathor death’,

On Friday fortnight, May 15th,
she rojocted his plea and said that

& CARDINAL OFIAICH
gruwing frisgtratian
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it was up to the hunger-strikers
themselves, their families, and hezir
‘adwisars’, to surrender,

PRIESTS

On Sunday fortnight, Miry 17th,
twonty-four  prissts  from  the
Dromote diocese in County Down
Hullowing the exampls of e ty-
nine priests in Armagh the wesk
before) expiessed their dismay an
“the refusal of the suthoritizs to
&wage in srious dislpgue... it ks
clear that the sutharities have still
mot gresed & fundamental agpoct
of the presemt conflict — that they
are dealing with irish nationsiis
people, wiho differ from them in
palitics, religion and culture.

“fs it to0 much to ask, after so
many years sufforing, that they
should  sckmowledge  the unigue
meture of the presant cunfiict,
ahd the need for orlgimal and -
inative messices to resoive it

That seme day. Fr. Hrian
MeCreash, brother of hunger-striker
Haymond  McCraesh, sent g
telegram to Maigaret Thaicher ask-
ing her to “respect fifs gty and
save his Iife.. Al he has left i his
pride a8 an Iridiman and his o -
ty to feow prisuners, Weng and
dead.™  Thatcher  snubbed  this
appeal a5 well.

On Monday May 1Hth, thirty-
one parish priests, throughout the
archdiocese of Armagh ismeod a
statermnant calling upon the British
premicr to "ot with o sense of ur
gency o negolute with the prisun-
wrs” representatives to provent loss
af Iife amd turmod in the conum

ity

They said that “as priests of this
archdiocess we feel personsl pain
at the way in which our lesder and
the leader of lreland’s Catholics
s been treated by the Brieigh
gavernment,” and they accused the
British of showeing "Wt humaniyy,
CONTOESSIN OF Urdlprstanding, ™

DIED

Raymond McCreash and Patsy
O'Hara passed sway on Thursray
May 211 in the H-Block prison hos
pital on the sixty-first day of their
hunger-strike

Raymond MeCreesh died first,
at 211 am., but Storment cagtie
delayed raleasing news of his death
in Ireland and in Britain by up w
an hour, while, in America, the
British press releass describing his
death s “ssicide’ was widely dis
ributed o the news media.

Patey O'Hara died twanty-une
hours later -al 11.28 pm., and a
ferocious outhurst of widsspread
rinting followed throughout nat-
ionalist ghettoes in tha Norih, as i
the people's frustiarion, at first
Boblry Sands® death and then Francis
Hughes', and, in quick succession,
Raymond and Patsy, could take
no morg '

CARDINAL
Fullowing  the  death of
Raymond  MoUressh,  Cardinal

O'Figich issued a statement indict-
ing the British gowernment.

He sald: “Ramyrnond MeCreesh
was borm in 8 eoemominy which
furs always openly proclaimed that
ft s Irish, not British, Whon the

Morthern troubles bogan he was
Barely twaive, a very impressionable
aoe &l which to lsarm discrimin-
ation. Thos who protestsd Birinst
i oweere harassed and ntimidated.
T followed Busroller. the By
sigh, Bombay Strepr, and Bioady
Sunvday i Darry, alf before he was
fiftern. ™

The Cardinal said that this was
the background which had led Ray-
mond to take up arms, and while he
repurfigted physical forca, he con-
tinued: Y have no doubt thar he
worwld never have seen the insids of
@ jail bt for this abmormal poiit
wa situation. Whe & entitled
Provounce {im & murderer or g
suicide? | feave this fudgement to 2
fLst and merciful fudge. *

Cardinal O°Fiaich also demanded
of Margaret Thatchor that she res-
olve “the prublams of prison cloth-
ing amd work. or be faced with the
wrath of the whoie nationaiis
peunle

He was immadiately attacked by
tha former Attorney-Gonaral of the
Morth and Tory or-gerneral,
Lord Pater Rawlinson, an English
Catholic, wha expressed hoarror and
distress’ at the Cardinal's statement,
and sad he had mo right 1o make
such comment!

But iwo vicarsgenersl of |he
archdiocete  of  Armagh, Bishap
James Lennon ard Dean Franeis
MecLarnen, came (o the Cardinal’s
aid and repudiated “in the stromgest
possile terms  the campsngn  of
villffcation awains! our Cardinal
whiclt has been going on for snme
weeks in a section of the British
roweclia.




LeathanaEl AGneHAN! PHOBEACHT/REPUBLACAN N EWS 3 Gl Ald) Wiy G0TH Hegir =S #e

city.

The attacks {of which there
have been too many to log
all} have taken place against
a background of revived mil-
itancy of the nationalist
people engaged in intense but
sporadic rioting on the ghetto
streets — having been incensed
by the further deaths of
H-Block hunger-strikers Ray-
mond  McCreesh and  Patsy
O'Hara, and by the berserk
antics of British army and sec-
tarian RUC gunmen inflicting
death and serious injury on
men, women, and children, at
random, with lethal plastic
bullets.

The oecasional open appear-
ance on the streets of armed
IRA Volunteers, preparing to
aperate against the occupation
forces, has provided a great
morale lift for the masses of
angry people engaged in mil-
itant, and peaceful, forms of
Protest activity.

TYRONE BOMBS

The |RA mountsd 2 series of
suceessful - commercial bombing
missions in  County Tyrone  the
wuakend before last,

Damage cstimated at £% mill-

0N was cauged Bt tha Tyrone
Brickworks nes Durgannon  on
Saturday night, May 16th,
n lorries worlh E25,000 sach
e destroyed by bombs at the
kworks on the Coalislhand Road,
bombs wers planted 4t aboun
night by & dozem armed and
masked IRA Valunteers wha hold
up security staff,

There were other Saturday night
attacks in Dungannon, adding up
to & total of dam timated gt

mare than £ the town
centra the # vingma in George's

Was completely :Ie:;tfc.-(ml
store and a fancy
ither side of the
vitly damsged.
wed Tyro Depaot in New-
and s shop n Scotch
were also slightly damaged
ther  and  separate  bomb
ich ignitie fires

Sawrday  night in
there ware Iwo
&Cliva  servicp
hotel and & drap
damaged.

Jungannon. Hit WETE 3 Porta-
S 1ing the Housing Exsc-
ts in the town and &
v John Street, bath of

THE spectacular blowing to smithereens in South
Armagh of a British army saracen, and the five
soldiers within it, was the high spot of IRA attacks,
not only in the last two weeks, but also in the last
two years -— since the successful Narrow Water
ambush resulted in eighteen British fatalities.

In the last fortnight there has also been a trem-
endous wave of IRA attacks against British oce-
upation forces, especially

in Belfast and Derry

which suffared fire damage,

In all thess County Tyrone
operations there wers no clvilian
injuries,

That weekend the IRA in
Dgrry city carried out two shoot-
imy attacks on British soldiers and
ane on the RUC,

On Friday 15th May, the day of
Francis Hughes' fumeral, British
soldiers raiding a house in Cromare
Gurdens in Croggan came under
fire from Volunteers at the top of
Amanmore  Avenue. Shots were
also  fired at the RUC in
Guobnascale that night.

On Saturdey 16th May, an IRA
sniper fired two shots at British
troops attempting to remeve barr-
icsides in Creggan.

Mo hits were claimad by the
Derry Brigade in these aperations.

BELFAST RUC
On Monday week, May 18th,
the |HA mounted two shooting
attacks against the RUC in Bel
fast, and @ bomb atteck against a
UDR soldier in Mewcastle, County

Down. But no hits nor Injuriss
were claimed.
The First Belfast attack took

place in Twinbrook. An RUC patral
was fired on in Argemna Drive, attar
& house in Cherry Gardens had begn
taken over eleven hours praviously
by armed |RA Voluntecrs.

The smcond Belfast attack oce-
urred in the lower Falls. Armed
IRA Volunteers had taken over a
heuse in Dunwille Street to launch
an ambush. When an RUC lang-
rover swung into Calrng Streat from
Leeson Stroet a sniper opened up,
tnst failed to seoro any hits.

Earlior thst morning & UDR
soldier hed escaped injury because
only the detonator exploded of a
2 |b. booby-trap bomb which had
beon planted undernesthv his car in
Mewicastle, After setting out from
his home thero was a small explos
ion under hiz ear in Tullymom
FAoad, but he suffered anly shock,

AMBUSHES

Tuesday week May 19th, was
the day of the South Armagh am-
bush at Altnaveigh near Mewry
whan an IRA landmine disintegrated
& ten-ton British army six-whesler,
killing the five soldiers within jt
{328 next two pages),

On Tuesday svening, the IR
lsunched & gun ambush against Brit-
ish troops in west Belfast, but no
hits were claimed.

Two armed 1RA  Vountoers
comméandeered a house in Westrock
Drive in Ballymurphy &t about
8 p.m. and when, thres-guarters of
an hour later, a British army foot
patrol camae within their line of
fira, aut of the back bedroom win-
dow, they openod fire.

The troops rewrmed fire wildly,
lotally without concern for civ-
ilian lite and limb, and nermowhy
missed killing a ten-month-old baby
sheeping in his cot in another room.
The Volumteers roturned safely to
basa,

WOUNDED

In thr garly hours of Wednesday
week, May 20th, in Portglenona,
County Antrim, an RUC man
narrowly escaped death with only
& gunshot wound to the foot, when
mare ihan fifty shots were aimed at
him.

The lucky RUC man was walk-
ing along & street on the outskirts:
af the town when he was ambushed —
by the IRA, but managed 1o dive
for cover, Ha was lster said 1o be
recovering in hospital.

Ak~ on  Wednesday, local
council polling day in the Morth, a
British soldier was wounded in an
IRA snipar attack in Belfast during
the evening. The Brit was ona of &
patrol which was oulside Suffolk
primary  school,  shortly  afrer

palling had finished thers,

At _8.10 pm. the patrol was
shot at from Brooks Drive, and the
soldiar was hit in the arm, but was
not seriously injured. Enemy fire
was returned but the Volunteers
returned sately to basa.

On Wednesday night a UDR
patrol  also came umder fire in
Belfast, at Millfiald near the Unity
Flats, but on this occasion the IRA
snipar was unfortiunate and did not
socore a hit,

SHOTS
In the esrly hours of Thursday
moming, May 21st, H-Block

hunger-striker Raymond MeCreesh
disd, and as angry people took to
the darkened strests to protest at
his death at British hands, the IRA
mounted a series of gun attacks on
British troops, sspecially In west
Belfast.

Two shots were fired at a foot
patrol at the junction of Spring
field Road and Whiterock Road at
B.10a.m. No hits were claimed aned
the enemy returned one shot, but
the Volimteers returned safely to
base.

Shots were also fired st another
foot patrol in Suffolk Road st 10
am,. No hits were claimed, no
enemy fire wes returned, and the
IRA  sniper, who had been
operating from  Falcarragh Drive,
made good his escape.

FIRE
Later that Thursday night, the
fourth  H-Block  hungar-striker,

Patsy OHara, died in Long Kesh
ptlson camp, and people once more
erupted on to the streets of north-
arn nationalist ghettaes in a blaze
of rioting which axcseded in inten-
sity the level of strest violence in
responsy to the three previous
deaths,

IRA Volunwers agein grasped
ovary  opportunity, especially in

® Two of th t=n larries destroynd by [AA bombs at T vrone Brickworks in Dungannon

IRA MOUNT WAV,
OF ATTACKS

Balfast amd Derry, w shoot at
umamy patrols and fortifications,
with more than a dozen separate
gun attacks being mounted in the
early haurs of the morning.
Between 12,30 a.m. (one hour
after Patsy O'Hara's degth) and
330 am. on Friday morning the
RUC came under fire at Spring.
fiekl Hoad barracks, Divismore
Crescent, Kashmir Rosd, and Len-
adoon, in West Belfast, and at
Aosapenna Streat and Stratford
Cardens in the Oidpark/Ardoyne

%
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ghetto  ares  of narth Beltast.
Dozens of shots were fired but ng
hits were claimud,

The British army ware firod on
mn the 51, James® area, where they
remed ten shots, at New. Barn-
siey, and at Ballymurphy Driwe,
where, again, they roturned fire.

in Derry city, |RA Volunteery
exchanged shots with British army
gunmen in the Brandywell areg,
2nd gun attacks wers also mount-
4 on a sandbag post at Rosemaunt
harracks, and at soldiers in the
Chapal Road area,

e ovcupation farces, has

As news of Patsy O'Hara’s dyath
fproad  through  the  nationalist
ghettoes of Derry intense rioting was
Punctuated by more than a desen
IRA blast bomb attacks an British
traops and the RUC, specifically in
Shantellow, the Waterside, and
William Street .at the edge of tha
Bogside.

Up to half.a-dozen British roops

were thought to have Been wound.
ed in thuse atiacks.

BELFAST ROCKET
On Friday ahternaon, May 22nd,
the IRA' Belfast Brigsrde pointed

aer e e A FTUREDLERL WA R RIEE

atuundand
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out that in the previous thirty-six
hours  they hei  Jaunched gun
atlacks on British troops and AUC
gunmen fram nearly evary nation-
alist area in the eity,

In Derry city, during the |ate
afternoon, an IRA Voluntesr open
ed up with rifle fire on an RUC
famdrower as it entered Creggan st
Westway, from Rosemount, but did
noal ragister any hits,

Just after 7 pm. an Friday aven
ing, & British army personne carrier
was hit by an IRA rocket in Ander-
sO0mEtown, west Belfasy
IRA Veluntoers ussit an RPG.7

= - - - =
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appesrance of |54 Valuntesrs, PPBDATIRG 10 operate HGTITET

nationalist peaple

provided & great morale booge for the WisERE OF dngry

A

rockel imuncher to blast the “pig"
which was. patrolling the Ander.
sanstown Road. The rocket hit o
front wing of the wehicle and
exploded gutside jr, injuring two of
the  soldiers  Inside, but not
seripusly,

The Volunteers, who wers apér
ating trom Slemish Way, and who
elso fired shots at the “pig’, made
goad their escape. The “pig* had
baen torced to slow down to drive
ground & pile of pelettes placod in
the middie of the rosd after thay
had bren tsken friom the backs of
lorries  commandesred  from  tha
Bass Ireland brawery on the Glen
Ruad In the early hours of the

marming,
This was the second RPG-7
rocket gttack  launched by the

IRA's BeMast Brigade in just ower
a'wook.

The previous Thursday, May
14th, an RUC mar had heen kiji-
od near Ballymurpliy when o rock-
et hit, and exploded inskde, an
RUC jecp. The appearance of at
least one of these rocket launchars
on the stroste of Belfagt in tha
hands of the IRA, {with two hils
out of two aitacks), must be: giving
the British army and AUC growing
cause for concern,

During Fridiry evening and night,
sEvErdl more gqun  attacks were
mounted by the IBA on British
forces in Belfast.amd Darry. :

SNIPER

Last Saturday, the day of the
funeral of hunger-striker Raymand
MeCreesh in Camiough in South
Armagh, was much quigter than the
previous two days with a lull in
ropublican guerrilla actions

Howewer, in Doy cily, in the
afternoon, an IRA sniper shot and
wounded a British suldier.

A single  high velocity  shol
ripped into the Brite' [eft thigh,
hurling him to the mound a5 the
othar members of his foot patrol
frantically dived for cower. The
sharp-shooting  Voluntesr opeied
up on the patrol as it passed the
junction of Cromars Gardens and
Lislang Drive in the Creggan, at
5 pom. Enemy fire was not returp-
wd. The soldier underwent several
hours of wmergency surgery in hos-
pital.

Cn Sunday 24th May, an RUC
Patrul in a lamdrover parked negr
the new Westlink roundabout on
Belfast's  Grosvenor Raad was
Gausht urawares when |RA Wolun
teers drove up in a commandesred
milk floal and opoped fire from
the cover of the milk srates.

Ome RUC mian was shar in the

arm and the Voluntzers drove off
and made good their wECape,
abandening the milk flost in the
Lower Fulls area,

UDR

In the warly howrs ‘of Maonday
mornirg, 8 UDR man was shat dead
in & carefully planned ambush at
Gulladuff near the Bellsghy Road
in Soasth Derry.

Valunteers opened fire on the
#cond 0f 8 two-landrover UDR
patred killing one of the accupanis
and injuring ona other. Two mare
UDR men were injured when the
vehicle ran out of control and
crashed into a ditch.

Shots were fired in all directians
by other members of the patral,
but in spite of this, and &n immed.
iate cordon which wes thrown
around the area; the active sarvice
unit slipped away and returned
safely to base,

On Monday afternoon in Darry,
about half-a-mile away from the
funeral route of Patsy O'Hars,
an RUC mobile patrol narrowly
estaped injury when 3 burst of
utamatic  gunfire  was  directed
at thair wehicle, which was pirked
in 8 car park 8t Waterfoo Sirgat
ol the Strand Toad,

Later the same aftsrnoon |n
Belfast's Shews Road, s single
shot was fired at a British Wy
patral in Corris Avenuo, Mo hit
was claimed.

RUC

At 1 am, on Tuasday maoriing,
May 26th, the RUC werg caught
by milk crates ance ayain, this
time in Darry, One RUC iman was
seriously injured when s bomb
exploded i twn milk crates filled
with patrol bombs which he wae
=xamining outside the Superfare
SUpermarkat at Greenhaw Rogd.

The landrover, fram wihich b
had alighted, was set on fire wher
pettol  sprayved  the surrcunding
ared, and two other RUC men
inside fator received hospital treae-
ment for burng,

And an Wednesday night an of |-
duty RUC man, based in MNewry,
who was a former member of the
E Specials, was shot dead a3 ha was
getting into his car after  lmwing
8 pub in the South Artnagh village
of Whitcoross, The IRA Vaolunmmers
drow alongsido the car in anather
vehicle and opuned fire. 1n spite of
intunse cnemy  follow-up  activity
the Voluntesrs returned sataly to
[-ET

Also on Wednesday night, in
Halfast, & nailbomb was thrown at
an RUC jesp at the junction of
Etnag Drive and Brompron Park

Frowben mao -




THE killing. of five.British soldiers-hy-the IRA i

n an expertly executed land-

-

mine attack at Alnaveigh in South-Armagh on Tuesday week, May 19th,
srovided a welcome morale boost for nationally-minded people throughout
the country, but particularly for the beleaguered and long-suffering national-
ist people in the occupied six counties.

IRA Volunteers had planted a mas

sive 1,000 Ib. bomb in a culvert and,

when a saracen drove over it, it was detonated by remote control, literally
blowing the armoured personnel carrier to bits, and spreading it over a radius
of several hundred yards. The British army driver and four enemy gunmen
were killed instantaneously.

The previous two Tuesdays had been especially bitterly sad
days with the tragic desths of hunger-strikers Bobby Sands and
Francis Hughes, both of whom died at intransigent British
hands in the H-Blocks of Long Kesh.

The successful |RA attack took place near Newry, only a few
miles from the Camiough home of hunger-striker Raymond
McGreesh, who was to die two days later, along with fellow

hunger-s

1@ country.

At about half-past-ten on the
morning o sclay 10th May, two
Hritish army saracérs Ware on rout-
\ne military patrol near Mowry.,

The two six-wheelers (not “pius'l
along Chancallor Road,
the Belfast to Dublin
line, at Almaveigh, sbout
miles from the village of
when the IRA struck

armoured persanngl
wed 10 P OVer a
Ib. bomb hidden ina

beneath
wras directly abowe (he
5 detonated by A
watshing

Wirg ay

STETI T
st and totall

suffered
1,

EXPLOGION

& anonymous farmer, who lives

shoek, but

ker Patsy ()'Hara. Despite the timing and location of
evastating attack, it should not be regarded specifically as
sal for Britain's death policy in the H-Blocks, but as part
he angoing overall IRA war effort to drive the British out of

several hundred yards from the
scane, was quoted that day's
‘Balfast Telegraph™ ' was working
in the street in front of my houge
whirl | 58w Two army saracens siag
noar the  Altmaveigh schonlhaouse
arnd soldiars, who had becn on faot,
boarding the two wehicles, which
than comtinued along the rsad.
There  was &  tramendeus
explosion and as | fooked tawards
where it wag | sw one of the
sargcons going up nto the air and
garth and stones along with T f
walked across the two  fields

separating rey houss fro rhe rosd

and got within Fifty yards the
spat. | was afraid o go closer i
rase thare rmight ba other 2xpios
wic see soidiers” bodi
the srvcen scattersd 0

The

remnants ot
suracen soattered over a w
ares omd The bomb opened up a

road. Pleces of the wreckad heavy
vehicle, such as a massive wheel and
the rediator grill, wera thrown two
to thres hundred yards from the
blast  ares, where the crater

muasared more  than twenty-five

“fmet: across, Bits of armour plating

were  embedded in earth several
fialds away.

The ambush took plaes at a spot
shout two milas from Newry, 8
similar distance from Bessbrook,
and four miles from Camlough. The
force of tha blast could ba heard
{ar miles around. Electricity suppliss
wore temporarily cut oft in the
district hecauss the axplosion
saverad overhead wires.

FEARFUL
The first saracen radiced for
huslps, wihiile accalerating away from
the ambush spot; but, aithough
British troops and RUGC men flooded
the area, they refused to move in @

the scene of the cxploslon.

They wears, surprisingly,
fearful that the |RA was still awalt-
ing them with a second bomb, s at
Marrow Water in August 1978,

not

feontinued on mext pagel

® The foree af the hiass hurled one of the massive whoels o to thres hundred yards from tha scana of the explogon

huge o in the small couniry



feantinuag from Prévious pagel

when a second  messive homb
exploded as a Brij backup toam
arrived &t the scene at the first blast,
inflicting heavy casualtias on them,

British army helicopters and a
spotter plane SUspicioushy surveyod
the scar from a safe hoight, andg
took photographs to try and locate
Tika [y boohy-traps.  After severg|
hoisrs, nervaus Troops moved in
utiously, using  saphisticated
ironic scanner enquipment and
fer dogs,

Mearwhile, on bath sides of the
barder, British and Free State troops
on  the mound, backed up by
helicopters, and RUC and gardaj in
direct  radio comtact with apa
another, scoured the orul Niry-side,

They searched in wain far the
IRA active service wunit which had
“arned the applause of all republican-
! people, doubilss including
The gresnasi of the Fiarng Fail grass.
1GOtE Upon whom, ironically, Free
Sn collaborator-in-chiel  Charlie
Haughay issa dependentfor suppart,

Faur of the Rritish soldiers

i e members of the Firm
f the Roysl Gresn
Jackers ane of the regiments hard
a5 e [HA m this querrilla
war — and the fifth, the driver af
T =an, belonged to the Aoyal
s of Transport,

SUCCESSFUL
The attack was the [RA 3 mos
sucCesstul  and  inost spECtacular
gueriilia action againgt British troops

singe the doubla-bomb ambush at
Marrow Water near Warrenpoint in
County Down in August 1979
whan eighteen soldiars ware killed;
& was the IRA'S secund moat
cffective attack Bver, in the |ast
decade.

Beveral similar  stiacks heve
taken place in the last Wo years,
with, not only  reqular  British
soldiers, but alsgs UDR and RUC
men  being the targets, Such
ambushes, which are almost imposs-
ible for tha ENEMY to0 combat
systematically, have bocome the
e of IRA operation in the
countryside most feared and mast
raspectad by the British accupation
loroes,

Three months  before Narrow
Water, in April 1979, four RUC
men were killed when a half-ton
vai bomb blew their fandrover over
8 hedge mear Bessbrook in South
Armagh.

Four manths after Marrow Watar,
in Deégemnber 1879, four soldiers
were  killed when a  landmine
exploded underneath  their |and-
rover mear Dungamnon n County
Tyrone,

The next munth, January 1880,
three UDR man wore killag wher
1.000 tbs. of explogives wac chyton-
dled # two UDR landrovars WErE
drving past, at Castlewellan  in
County Dowen.

Notably, the targets in thess
three coses were lendrovers, and a1
Marrow Water ware trueks, making
the Altnaveigh ambush the first
ceassful - disintogra of an

4

® The bomb crater o

South Armagh is abmit ons hundrad and fifty yards from the -

Eslfass-Dublin raitway fing: inset: the typs of ‘six-whooler”

which disintegrated in the blast
o

i Chanesilor Rosd, at

armoured personnel cartier in re-
CEnt years,

HYPOCRITES

That IRA operation on Tuesday
week, was naturelly enough -
immerliately condemned try Britiah
Spakasmen and |oyalist politicians,
The IRA, in claiming responsibility
for the attack, Pointed our that <r
IS INSREStnG to mote thar thess
foyaiize fypocrites most vaca i
coldemming  this /A aperation
were totally sifent whan iroeEaT
RETIORAlist  civiliang Were rpcentiy
murdured by  Brivsh soldiers jn
Derry wnd Belfass ~

The IRA also pomnied  out:
“British soidiers showld Fecagnise
that the English public and English
politicians oo nor ove & damn
aboul the waste of their fives. How
My times have pou Been told thar
the [RA hias been defpared, Vou are
Fil & war which you can mor

® The bomb-blast crater on Chancellor Anad

An unuggsl angle of ver bal atlack
on the IRA was mounted by
the RUCs foolish  Assistant
Chief Constable Trevar Forhes,
who stated, with TESPMCE to tho
soldiers, that “thess YOUNg men
weren't given the opportunity of
living or hying’ — presumabily a con
fused referance to the republican
unger-strikers dying  in  the
H-Blocks at British hands,

The IRA condeimned his “idiotic’
Statement a5 ‘nomsopse’, painting
out that the soldiers “Pag the
chiice of Saying in England, or
GEREtingG (for which we wauld give
thern every Faci, iyl ™

The IRA alsa pointad aut that
the soidiers killed  ware ‘English
unmen traveliing the Irish Country.
sice in an atmoured car’; and that
RUC man Forbes describan thess
soldiers a5 Tnooeent’ but he e
made no comment on the doath of
fourteen-yesrald Balfus: girl Julig

Altnavsigh in |

Livingstone  killed with & ihy
plastic bullet by ALIC I O
week previoushy,

ARMED

A Britizh OO I -ifes rgenoy
expert Colone! Robin Ewelegh (=
former Roysl Gresn Jackeis
commando] wes interviewed on the
BBC television Newsnigit” prog
ramme about the South Armagh
BrniEh,

He said: “This i a classic case of
#med propsgands. Armed mrop-
BEANGS i5 the sort oftactical doctring
of the urban guerritla., The thirig is
thal your militsry actions SOt
VOUr propegands, The fact that [
hare today, the fact that we have an
Intorview here shows the suceess of
L. This has sttracted areantion o
them, to theircapabilities andso.an, ™

Evalegh, however, said that, in
actual military terms, the damage
of the. five deaths to the British
army was negligible!

Defending the Britishoccupation,
he said: “If ever sofdiers disd in a
worthwiille war, in (= L ET
wilich iz more worthwhile than 90%
of thome in which soidiers o=t kilfed,
& this one, because this is 2
SEMAHGT 1o preserve the forms of

arn democracy, of colirts, of
legaiity ATIIET armed
inssrrection,, ™ By which hs meant
British troops are predgmving, or
defending, espitafist political stabil-
ity against the potential sonialist
rovalution which would b opened
up by Irish national unity and
independancs,

HATRED

Parents of four of the five daad
British soldiers were quoted  in
various  néwspapers  hut  showad
little or na understanding of wrhy
thair sons had died — defending
British rule in Ireland,

The father of Rifleman Michae|
Brashaw, aged 2¢.fmmUxfnrdsh|re.
s3id it was ‘5 complete waste of o
fife". This had besn the rifleman’s
fourth tour of duty in the Marth
{oppressing the Irish peaple at gun-
pointl, but “hiz sttituce was thar
snebody had 1o do the fob out
itherg, ™"

The mather of Rifleman Andrew
Gavin, aged 19, from London, sajd:
“t feel hatred but there i mathing |
can say. They have kilfed him snd
they should be ghor. ™

The parents of the other rifleman
killad, Riflerman John King, aged 22,
from ﬁuckingham, WUrE NOT quoted;
they wers heligved to holidaying
on a Greek island when their son
was Killed.

The father of Lance-Corporal
Grenville Winstona, aged 27, from
Bedford, said: “He was amud 1o be
a lance-comporal — he was in for fis
other stripe. ! have no bitterness, ™
he said, but added leantradicting
himself); ! hope the dlokes who
HanTed the homa g0 through thy
BSTE 2% US ol day,

He said of the IRA: “They are
nathing but snimals * My, Winstone
WM on to sy that he was in
fawvowr of the froops being pulled
out, but did noi think it Wil 3
Salution To "thy troublg’,

The: father of driver Pay| Bulman,
aed 19, from Morth Shields, said
his son “Toved rhe army fife and
aian't ming vy i Ulster. He
frad paint threwn wver fim, but he
never thoughn MTFTANAG worse wowin
fappen.”

Expmessing 3 suifish,  fat
welcome, wear WOAMSS  amangst
parents of British soldjers, he went
on: “When you se Ulster on the
TV wviery miginy ¥ou Know samanne’s
500 5 going to be killed ar injured,
¥rur ol Avay iFF mot JoMg o fo
T



But unfortunately

er, an examination of
Ly manipulation of the
comimission, and his  taking
achvantage of s silence, shows just
[ is this trescherous
g politician.
ey ge of his con
ick, he wis supported by the Fres
State media, too lazy 10 check their
facts, and when his Minister of For-
elgn wirs  dispatched  to
Strasbourg on  Friday  fortnight,
May 15th, The /rish Press’ ann-
ounced |||r next day, ‘Lenihan in
Iks', despite the fact that no
issiomers had even met him!
frish Pross’ political corr-
gspondent M Mills swallowed
\'Illflh"\.: hook, line and sinker
il “It looks likely now that

airs

el FEuR 8 recommrendal-
fon upder @ complex formels gov
'h.l_, COmmiERion s proceilires
gty aned hsad.-.'sa-'s
:lrken'o...'rm recent days

n did maet 3 Dritish Far
ter, Douglas Hurd,
meeting was ol no Coun
ruence; and  resulted  in na
tevelopments  apart  from
the illusion of movement
s like the g al
COTTES DO ..Jen[ of The rish Press’,

RESTLESS

The European Commussion was
bseginning to arow increasingly rest-
B4 the mantacts and pull the
Dublin government — far the dom-
nsemption of Fianna Fail

rnces  weorried  about  the
er-sirike was claiming to
e with i1, The European Comm-
office  denied  that

any contact “with

r tha sacretary of the comm-
1, Mr. Krger, or the Hoeman
'?JQ"J!'S cornrrEsin i gereeral
Twcnt\r.ou. hours later, spee-
was dgain increased when,
&, Stoamant castle puoshed
story that tne commission was
rrested  in o intorvening on the
biasis of oxam g the two owt
ng complaints from the 1978
taken by blanket man Tom
MecFeely and three others, and then
them becommng generatly  involved
noall aress of dispute (even cowver-
ive demands)
: COMplainis concern res-
nis on correspondence and the
lack of an ‘effective domestic rom
ady”

BOASTING

Haughey was  semi-publicly
brusting that this initiative was his
rateschnled ban thae el weas in tant
thought up by the commgion it-
selt, although the possible inter
enmion was now beewy used by the
Britigh — who had no miention ol
the  eomameson
sting to find ‘a friendly sertle-

demobilisa  the

sign aned take tho prossoes off
Haughay

On Saweday  forineghn,  May

1Gth, the commisson admiifed the

mnio presant
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tizabeth 0'Har

SEAMUS BOYLE

THE suggestion of a behind-the-scenes H-Blogk intervention
fram the European Commission on Human Rights, as a result
of prassure from Free Stata premier Charlas Haughey, and the
spectre of which he used so successfully to evade being nailad
by public pressure, was finally exposed as having o merit.

it was sxposed too late to prevent
Haughey successfully escaping under the sand arising from the
snnouncement of 8 Free State general election for June 11th.

sEEian ko the British gow-
ermment i1 was interastad in &
‘friendly settlemant’. The media
wirs buzzing with ridiculows spec
ulatipn, one story alleging thar
Austria was taking out ¢ complaint
against the British gowernmu
the most comman stary
Iwo commissionars were definit
flying into Belfast on the Tuesda,-
o re-gxamine the MeFeely case,

The Hritish gavarnment delayed
answering until Tuesday m
it wrned down the commission’s
offer, well aware that protocal
bound the commission not 1o make
public whether any private attempt
at mediation was made ar what was
their outcome. By this stage also,
Haughey knew that he could shart-
ly escape into the election faver
which he unieashed on Thursday
week, May 31st.

He had spent Monday, May
18zh, at ‘a major security semmit”
discussiny the wave of arson anacks
on  castles amd  mansions  and
hufiday homes around the Free
Srate; the mesting and consequemt
publicity providing him with a wiel-
come diversion
Az the publicity fram this little
exercise banan 1o wbside, Haughey
again had life pumped into the
commission with that Wednasday's
“frigh Press” announcing:

“Rays of hope could be
isparnen fast night ower the
H Block  hungor-strikecs .. @

dhefipite frend rowaras Dresking the
desdiock has smenpsd after inten-
sive megotiations under the persomal
direction of the Tooiscach, Mr
Hawephey... ™

DECEIVE

On Tuesday, May 18th, Haughuy,
alter a bit of pressure, met Elzabath
O'Hara, =ster of  hunger-striker
Parsy O'Hara {who then had two
dliys tor live), in a bid 1o decaive har.

She recalls:

“On Tuesday afterncon | took
petitions to M, Haughey, cormss
s o afmost ome yuerter aniliion
Irigh sigmatures. A Mr. Elwood,
a scrotary, okl ug thal M
Hateghey was reobgpossd but that he
wniild secent thern for him.

“Before | left | said, “Is Mr
Haughey indisrosed all day?’ and
ho sid, Mo s, but e oght De
free ar theee o'clock s O Be s 10
try and arrange a mesting far you
then.”

“En owhen | delr there T dericed
o do & protest ourside Leinster
Howss i a caravan, mysslf and
Eilish Agilly  [hunger-striker Joe
e Dol s sister ).

“We sat in the coravan faving a
peacefnl protest and Edah phoned
fernster Hingse and was rald there
wanld de v mesring. She tald Mr.
Elwond that she was oistressed and
that we would have mo allermalive
but to g0 on Rungeestrike s gl
iukarity wilh wrer fareifunrs,

“He sl ‘s el sopthing to do
with the caravan wiursice Leinster
House at the moment?” and" she

AGHT WA
y, May 30th, 1981

szid it was. He said he woold be
oftrnT i about two minutes. How-
ever, the gardai;eame amd sl We
were fa move on or we would be
towed away.

Vgt cut ard stacted to taftk to
people and explained o them whn
wi worg.  The gardai areempoted 1o
Hook wp Mie carawan so | ogot
inside it 1o protest and they Tower!
uF anay 1o a gation.

A Rl fonr 1w informed
that Haughey wanted to sse me 3t
five o'clock. Sa | left the caravan to
go and seg fifm. | wenat fo see fum
and the attornep-geeral was eim
for. | asked hin why the British
were not giving . amy indication of
sincerity 1o the commission shourt
3 frienaly settiemant.

“Haughey seemed  inreresred,
and asked about the McFeely case
asnd rold the atiormey-general fo
qot on fo Cte two barrdshers”
irrnediatedy, The arrormey-gensral
feft in & rush and Haughsy zaid
‘Elizabeth, ! can’t do anything at

this point in time pow Dul could
wou gree me 3 telepflone number

W CLIZABETH O'HARA

@ Haughsy has continually and skittully used the cover of the European Commision to defiect growing pressure an him 1o ac

where | can eoatact you within
rwenty-four fowrs and make sure
your stay by the phome”

HOPE

“I inft that meeting with hope.
It was the first time anythimg ke
that had hsopened. [ really had
hope. When | loft there | st Tor
tire First tirne fn weeks, AT around
midright one of Haughey's sec-
retaries phoned and left a message
foar sz thiat they ‘were working an it
vary wigently and would get back
to me iF anything happened”.

“f wot a phove call 8t seven n
tie g asking e fo come to a
rrsetinng i Mr.  Haughey at
rwelve o'cleck, | browghe Eplah
Hedly  with me and  we were
taken Jmto M, Maughey's covifer
BI0E rom.

“Mr. Hzughey fooked at me the
rmte |ocavme i bhre oloor dnd e
gar gy o ghake haods with me and
he maid, Did you sleep wall iast
night?* and | said, "I did, for the
First timo i woeks hecarge [ had
hope.” He shook his head, sar down
and foid me fo sit.

“He turmed round ami sl to
Eifish, AL this moeting | am falk
mg (o Elzsberh but you  ave
snritlfed o rake notes if you wish
ta do sn. But at ng time am |
addreszing yow. ' So the minute he
said that, ! knew thore was sovme
thiray weroarmg.

“He never looked ar me after
that. [t was the most formal el
ey gree of th fewrr, He gar wanh the
Iype-written starement and he said
‘I ask you Elizabeth at this paint in
time o ask Porsy o sugend iy
hiinger-greke formhwith and for pow
o put 5 formal complaint into the
Human Rights Commission.”

STOP

T afreswly knew whal the covern
sssioat was and wihat they had done
Now he was asking me personally
it I wanted to save Patsy's I
|' wriild have 1o ask Ram o

oTRASBOURG DIVISION E
a slams Haughey

of  frunger-stitke and to put a oo
plaint into the commission. | &
Mr. Haughey, stop & rmiute "4
e fonked up ar mea.

I gaid, ‘After this, this is
fowrth meeting | have had wn
v, ! had hope and belief in
fagi might ard pow sre now ask
me to ask my brother and
comnradie, Raymomd MceCreesh, v
is dyimg, to gihee g thede g
strike when they have suffered
sumr days.”

“f g, °! never thought a pri
minister  of [refand wouwld &
away another irisvman’s pride
rhis point fn time, 1 Rave noth
marg [0 say o yoo and { hape o
mext tirme | sheke hangs with
orime minigter there will e sor
body  oifferent i pour place,
said, W newver, nevsr, nevaer for
e fearthreak youw Baee given ¢
The hope thar you have just 1aé
away from me. And we §
wealked ourt af thar ™

Elizabath had been decerved
thi continued impressions of pr
ress Haughey had given heron 6
visits, of his continual clams 1o
successfully involving the com
ission and of his assurance that
woauld do ‘all in his power" to s
Patsy’s lite

REFUSAL

Gerry Adams, wice-prasident
Sinm Frein, said, that the com
Eson was o diversion arising fr
Haughey's nesd “ro dieert oul
attention fromr his refusal to sy
ot the prisoners” five Just demar
and ro swrrelt the focus of pul
aticntion away from his biatan
colfabareiiniss rofe with e B
it goverament s dogeriatie refi
o convene the prisoners’ demans

Gerry Adams also guestior
the merit of the Furopean Com

o emlering e Tray ol
celtain  basic equiiements  w
met: “The situation s clear

stated by the prisomers, their sy

lourmiinued g imex | fe
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BY PETER ARNLIS

Ahbosgh  in recent days  he
sttempted to  ingratiate  himself
with the nationalist paople by

- belstedly calling upon direstruler

Humphrey Atkins to show ‘come
passion on the issuss of prison
clothing and work,” it wes loo
late,

® Emazh H-Block” siogan on BaHet’s Falls Road dwarfs Sticcy election pasts
foreshadowing ths “Republican Cluby’ appalling ghowing at the polls

for them to maintain an intra
ency which ultimately led 1o
deaths of four hunger-strikers.
But, foraver playing the m
ist, the hypocrite who is'at hon
the British parliamant with
rogues who oppress Ireland, 3
“There’s been some very stn

Dewlin, who polled over three
timas the gquota in 1977, just man-
aged to scrape through the |ast
count with the lowsst number of
wotes without cven reeching the
quatal

However, his popularity soared
when he announced that he was
lsaving the Andarsonstown district
o live alsswhere, ostensibly bec.
ause of intimidation, but in actual

% LAST WEEK'S local government elections in the

i North resulted in a number of major upssts for the
British, particularly the growing threat to the
parties in the middle ground whose existence the
British government needs so desperately to
promote its policy of normalisation.

The election on Wednesday, 20th May, was unforeseen by tha
% Republican Movement as falling in the middle of a hunger-
b strike, and Sinn Fein had been bound by an ard fheis decision

people eiected in Belfast by C
ofic slectors and these people
not too far away from the gun.”
Fitt's decline imto oblivion

prospective defeat should he

for West Belfast in a Westmin
claction Is, however, likely to
off-wt by a pesrage, which sho
have gone to Conor Cruise O'Br
except that, unlike Fitt, he co
type 5o he got the editorship of

oo tinued from pravious Rege)

ortars and the late Bobby Sands
MP. Only the Britich governmenmt
can resolve the H-Block/drmagh
crisis,  Their intrangigence remaing
0 arfcgarntly solfd that any inter-
vention by amy international human

; 2o o B fact due to hiz un ilarity.  ‘Obsarver” instead,
rights institution, baund by its awn not to participate. Amaong thows to offer hi':nu': b-udtrn
inetitutions! bursavcrscy arid pro- In the avent, it was perhaps a miscaleulation, and & 10st  Eaet Beffast were spokesmen for PAISLEY

tocol, s doomed to faflure and

open to abuge by the vstablishment
S&t unless it can proceed on a
slear undorstanding thar the Srir-
h goveriment ane committed to
achioving & settiement based upon
the prisoners’ fust and ressonabie
demards

INDIFFERENT

Within hours of Raymond Me
Creesh dying on Thursday week,
May 21st, and with the Freo State
naws swamped with the announce-
mant of the slection on Juns 11th,
& statement issued by the European
Commission, finally setting aside
all grounds for rumour, (and wir-
tually ignored by the media), said
that the outstanding izsues from the
MoFeely casa would be sdmitted
in ang of their next sessions — July
ar ¢ven later,

When  Patsy  O'Hara died,
mventy-one hours later, Haughoy,
who had said, after the death of
Francis Hughes on May 12th, that
“no Irfsh government can be indift
arent {0 & prosgect of these desths
continuing.” was about as indiff
ereml as one could get.

Mat onfy did e not Issue any
condemnation of Britain but by last
Sunday, on his general olection tour
in Mullingar, he was saying that he
woull not be soeking & show down
with tha British premiar, Margarer
Thatcher, in support of the prison-
ars” five demands.

And, with a brass neck to the
very end his parting comment to a
reporter was, Y bellpve it can be
resolved eitfher through the Human
Binhte Mo - -t

: opportunity

E: The elections alsa sew Paisley
Imost fulfill his predictions of
wertaking  the Official Unionlsts
72 In the battle for loyalist supremacy.
: [He almost doubled his Democratic
Unionlst Party's number of saats
rom 74 to 142 against 152 for the
tticial Unionists.]

Among the many welcome up-
sete were the defest of former
DLP iesder Gorry Fitt, SOLP
hairman Sean Farren, leader af the
DLP on Belfast city counci|
= Alisdals McDonnell and the defest
ot the threw Sticky Republican
Clubs councillors in Belfast.

Among those elected on an anti-
H-Block/Armagh ticket were twa
IRSP members and Fergus O°Hare
and John McAnuly of People's
Damocracy, in Belfast; about g
dozen  independants  across  the

of the  Irish  Independence  Party,
:?::g including  bungar-striker  Frangis
= Hughes' brother, Ofiver.

Dliver  Hughes' record win in
Magherafeli, with 1,861 first pref-
erenca votes, 8t a new record for
the highest number of votes gaing
ta #n individual candidata since the
&:3_ caungil was formed and the record
i win of Indepandent Moel McCusker
m% awung comtrol of Magharafelt owt
g'g of Paisleyite hands and into nation-
55 alist hands.
= SDLP

Howaver, the 1IP, in taking
fop twanty-one seats, dod not signif

& wantly bite into the SDLP. whe

Maorth; and twenty-ane members of §

b 0 SECUre more permanent gains from the hunger-
& srike given the clear militant shift in nationalist opinion,
2

® FERGUS O'HARE
wacted councillor

® JOHN McAMULTY
efecteg souncilor

tha

about
H-Blocks, must unforiunately have
survived & eredibility inspection by
the nationalist electoratc = & rest.

ampty outhursts

less  electorate which republicans
anyway, had not supplied with a
viable alternarive,

Im Wast Belfast. Padrv Meulin

the lovalist UDAI

The Alliance Party also took a
severe hammering, going into the
wlection with 70 seats and coming
aut with only 38,

Amang their ex-councillors s
John- Cousins, their law and order
and virulgntly anti-republican
spukesman, who last March attack-
&d Bobby Sands and accused him of
going on hunger-strike under 1RA,
o 2
The Sticks lost the three council
seats that wers held in Belfast by
Msary McMahon, Jim Sulliven and
party  chairman  Seamus  Lynch,
They managed o do cven this
against & remarkable background of
bwing accused, and probably corr-
ectly, by almost ewery party, of
Carrying oul personation.

FITT

Fit, Devlin and the Sticks ran
on anti-republican tickets but the
maortification ol defeat was gregiest
for Fitt and cnded a twenty-three
yesar career in Belfast City Hall just
as he was in fine to become father
of the council (Ahh!).

He polled onby 541 first pref.
erenca vote: against 1,053 for the
relatively unknown Ppople’s Dem-
oeracy candidate Fergus O'Here,

In a public statement before
Polling day Fitt announced s vare
far rw is a vote against the guaman,
and | leave this decision to the elec-
torate of Belfase.

After the clection, he was tot-
ally demoralised and admitted that
hic Acfass

S L =

On the loyelist side, Paigley
most managed to overtake the C
icial Unionists, and so shatte
morale in their camp that the al
native lpader 1o James Molynes
Harald McCusker, Westminster |
for Armagh, declared: “IF Ui
Unionists want Paisley to k&
themn, then | will not stand in th
way, but | vanld have fo consit
my awi political future. ™

In Lurgan, County Armag
DUP supporters bad sucopssfu
rumcured that McCuskers moth
was actually & DUP supparter g
had voted for the Paigeyite party

The next local povernment ele
ions in the North are, barring a fe
resignations and deaths giving w.
0 by-elections, not uniil 1985 @
there will undoubtedly be mar
major developments by  then
Paisley will posibly embrace %
indeppndent Morth® as his eentr
theme and the |RM will undoulie
ly have forged ahesd in wearit
down the will of the British go
ETfiment to remain in lrelaed,

An  opportunity  though b
lwen lost by republicans to mak
Some  permanent gains from 1l
bungar-strike  and 1o establis
farmal electoral popularity in th
eyes of the world. 1t is not a gre:
loss, and many republicans woul
conslder it no Joss at all but giva
the remarkable and easy wictoric
for  relatively unknown  prc
republican  candidates it can b
arqued that had Sine Foin or rep
ublican prsoners oitered the fiak



McCreesh

about the killing that week af five
soldiers in South Armagh by the IRA,
and a call to the British government

quent opinian: “We beliove 3 dlate
should be st for Britains witharawal,
troops and all.

same day by the polf

ularly pro-Thateher British tablaid,
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British press

reflects pressure

THERE has been some reaction |
to unfolding events, both inside
the H-Blocks, and on ths
streets of the North, worth
noting in the British press,

in particular, various influ-
ential newspapers are increas-
ingly reflecting domestic and
international pressure on the
Sritish government -- heigh-
iened by the hunger-strike
deaths - to change its mili-
tarist policy in Ireland.

On Friday 22nd May, the day
following the deaths of Raymond
and Patsy O'Mara, the
‘Daily Mirror', despile ritual sbuse

not 10 give in to the hunger-strikers,
nevertheless repeated its now fre-

DAILY STAR
Mara significant perhaps is a piece on the
ditar of the Tlaiy
Star’ — the gencraily pro-Tory and part-

ed ‘The real price of Ulster' the
sxplaing that holding onto the Morth
y the ‘staggering sum’ to the Brit
ish taxpayer of £2 billion sach year. The
artizle supgests a number of witys in which
this monay could be spent on alternatives in
Britain but nevertheless ends up lamely:
“The cost of the wiolence jn Uister s not
caly massured in lives lost — but in miflions
“How long will it ragnily lazt? 1
“Ax long as the people of Northern Fre
farrd wanit o stay i ive United Kingdom,
governments have the will to pay, "

THE ECONOMIST
A much weightier contr Ibution comes,
however, from the week y organ of the Brit-
ish capitalist class, ‘The Econamjs "
In a long, thres-page article in last wek-

- @ Britain's mikitarist poliey — shown hara by the

RUC in Batiaghy during Franeis Hughes' funeral 2
m
&t T

iis brving ingly actively by the nati

ond’s edition of the miagarine {dated Sat-
urday 2304 May) the ‘Feonomist” argues at
fength in support of its belief “that Narth-
e Ireland would be bettar off linked als
with Sovthern iréfand rathar than aiily with
Britain. ™

The megazine goes on to warn that “¥F
the Protestants again hlock power-sharing
by strikes, =s they did lsst fime, Crangs-
men themselves will then be sraining the
Uistar-British link fo mapping poine: they
cannot expect youny English soldiers to e
to rraimtain the protecrive soveruignty of
the Westminster parfiament for then, while
at the swme time striking ilemaily against
decisions of that parljament which thrgy
do not like. ™

¥
‘a0 plausible  possibilities: . ~4 loasely
cowoperalive  frefand  with  Naorth  and
Sosth rermaining largely saparate ard auton-
omous for, eg foresgn  affairs, cuntral
banking and the EEC.. (O Northern (e
fand! could become part of & more neary
faderal frefand.,,.

SUNDAY TIMES

Finally, in 8 reminiscing and meander-
g editorial through the last twelve years,
kst weekend's Sunday Times" whilst
ridicubously throwing tha onus anto Paizley
o break the deadlock (instead of the Brit-
ish government), nevertheless recogrised
that a watgrshed was reached in the hunger
sirike and the eluction of Bobby Sands.

Exumining pussible economic and  rel-
igious  differences  between North  and
South the article. pinpoints what it calls

Thi editarial said in part;
“British troups have agEin and  again
demangtrated that they sre well enough

tralned and equisped to run no rsk of
usfeat, At the same iime, after ngarly |
twalve years of active service in the prov-
“ince they are mo searer wictory aither; snd

| when, in 1977 and the early pavt of 1972,

they pursved wetory 85 hard as they could,
the effect on opinion in Britsin a5 wall ax |
elspwhere wes inflammatory thar =
Conservative  government  reinsd them
back, ™ 1

LOSING

The editorial want on to say that the
Brits went in in 1969 to rostore calm and
that:

“The: governmgmts ligpe was thar, in the
few atinugphers of ealm thug estabiished
Catholics would come to accept the degit
imacy of the Northern ireland state and
Frotestants would accord  them a2 pmo-
portionate place jn it That policy is in
g,

“Final proof was the resuft of the Far-
managh by-slection & month S, It sros
from & quirk in the faw and 2 mistake by
modarate  Catholic politicians, but it was
2 fuming podint. Feced with 3 cholee bt
Weenl a Frotestant advocate of continied
wmion  with Britain, & Prowisional [RA
prisonur  seeking by hunger-strike  to
legitimise  political  violence, and  absten-
Hon or & sooilt paoer, most Cathofics
chose the hungor.strike, Westminster is
governing  part of fz territory  without
the cansent of the governsd,

“The. -British authorities may mor be
losing the ‘war an the streets, but they
are certainly losing the wer of DB
fom.  Ulster s widely seen outside Brif-
ain az the Weit's tast unliberatsd colony,
and the hunger-strikes, irrations! to the
point of sbsurdity though they fook from
Britain, have contrived o dramatize that
suggestfon of oppressive colonial rule

"Outsicde the Britlsh Ides the conseq-
uencss may e no more than ormbarress-
iy~ Britlsh  delegations snubbed i
forelgn capitals, perkaps, or British min-
isters  lectured  at  international  con
ferences  But within lreland the effect
s disastrous, Cardinel O Fisich & un-
questignably right that every dead hungar-
striker powerfully jncressss (KA AT
Two have died this past week, and the
supaly & By no mesns exhausted, An un-
consanting Catholic community s being
chamged  inte connunity  activaly

BRITISH SUNDAY newspapers seized on

astassins of & Cathaolic butcher,

last Saturday maorning,

IRA
ed

kil
nEx

Catholic  buteher’,
day's “Ubserver”

av 17th Mayl, once a liberal

newspaper with some concern for
lruth, now & mere plaything of | Surday
virulent  anti-lrish  bioor  Conor  enrmctly

Cruese OBrien.
4 thalic butcher was found
P flome i the Ardoymne

killi

noan,

g irinht have  the fong
me from Flee|
: 550 thie Wews of
for oxample, carried
ing heavy with erroneous
lications, "Shopkesper  who
dofied [RA is killed®,

Maanwhile, nwo

tivrilate
and thar

press. fo

Dublin news-

for the assassination 7a oyalists.

Demying amy
g, the IRA's Belfast Brigade
pointed out, on the Sunday after-

by for the benctit of the British
press, that “mhe mrder s one of

atiany designed ta térrorise and in-

RUC and secrions of the English

people of Belfast are only too well
awerre. that this attack was I wark

the killing by loyalist

thirty-eight-year-old Patsy
Martin, in his bed in North Belfast in the early hours of a week
to make typically cheap and unsubstan-
tiated anti-lIRA propaganda claims.
papers, naithar friends of the IRA,
headiined the
blamed for murder’ | Surday Pross’)
and ‘Butcher killing “was sactarian’

Patsy Martin's
by his horrified
dasughter Elaine
the family home

‘UVF

FsTOry:

off Crumlin. Hoa
Indeperdent’),  bath  8m. on

attributing rusponsibility He had besn

involvement in the

W
A statement released main- | yroygh
off the Marting'

sories oF loyalist assassin-
in anather room
the shors,

Patsy. Martin,
cd  two  butcher'

isolated Cuttrofic familios™
“despite aftempis by the

disguize  this  fage, the
WaE
& 1o s ne siow tei

vsM nio

of a loyalist murder squad, ™

HORRIFIED

antly Pratestant Abbeydals Parsdn,

Saturday,

times in the head. The bedcfothes,
hegdboard and walls of the house
: soaked in blood. The loyalist
assassins had wsed axes
Telephone  wires

one hundred others. The victim's
wife amd daughter were sleeping

Crumlin Roml and in . Divis Street,
a well-known figure in the
nationalist Asdoyne area
Enommol

body wim found
taurtcon-year-old
in a badroom of
in the predomin-

d, at sbout B.30
May 16th.

shnt half-a-dozen

to hack
Gutting
bouse and abowt

but did not hear
Avestigating

whao jontly own-
s shops, un the rojopalist invelvement. ™
Despite  jts

vl had - missed

amabd srly pnivel s laM zx

¥ The Funerai of Patsy Martin

been working in the Crulin Star
Secial Club unti sround 2 am.
an the morning of the shooting.

DISMISSING
The unionist. Beifase Telograph’
stated on Monday, May 18th: ¢
i understood the, RUC, white sl
alf possbilities,
following a line of ingiiry related

vinalent
republicanism  the - Telegraph” is-
fudicroas - @ritish  Suniday

mal. | 13basl

néwspaper black propagaida that
Patsy Martin was killed for nos
closing: his twitcher's shops during

spocified times for. the lunerals
of H-Ubiock hunger-strikers Bobby
Sands and Francis Hughes,

The ‘Telegraph’ stated: “Hur
# 5 undersivod M Martin o
clage the shops, According to local
peaple Mr. Martin closed his shogps
for the whole day for the Sands
funernl and for about an hour for
the Hughes funeral ™

e
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® Hirpgur-strike supporters pickot Labour leades Michael Foor's Hampstead, London, home on May 17th

| BY SEAN DELANEY ]
—_—

OMNE of the most important challenges
posed by the hunger-strike in recent
weeks has been to the continued
axistence of Britain's bipartisan policy
on the North, which has affactively
stitled British parliamentary debate on
Ireland for the last twelve years.

Harty betwesn left and right-wingars,
the current hattie by Labour left.
winger Tony Benn for the deputy leades-
ship althaugh «they are rooted in local
constiluency  injtigtives which have been
building pressure up for ower twa yeas —
repragent the most sorious altack yer {and
thir ona most likely to succoed) on hipartisar-
ship.

The ingident which provoked  most
conToversy occunied during g BBC radio
intgrview on Tuesday May 12th, given by
Teny Henn.

During it, e said: “Britain’ military
presence i Northern  freland 5 & major
part of the problem. We have got to find
& way of slfowing & solution o bo found
in Ireland itsalf, "

Ha also ropeated his view that “the par-
tition of Ireland wes o crime sgainst tha
Irish peopla’,

He went on 1o suggest that British ruops
b hidrawn from the North and replaced
by o United Mations ‘peace-keeping' force,

OUTRAGE

n's caleulated challenge to bipartisan-
ship with thase remarks, particularly gi
Labaur dur Michaol Foot's class g
MENT Wi Margare1 Thatcher's Tory in-
tramsigence after the death of Boblry Sands,
drew a storm of autraps frem shadow cab.
net collesgues, some of whom — including
[enis Healey, the other main contender for
the deputy ieadorship urged Benn to
resign,

Michael Foot, for his pare, angered at this
deliberste and embarrassingly publie snub to
his recont endorsment of bipartisanship,
rebuked Tony Benn in an attempl (v warn
him off speaking out again on this or ather
contraversial topics which do not meat with
approval ol his shadow eshinet colleagues.

Benn, howsver, as an eloctad member of
tha shadow eabiney, cannat be sacked from
his post and clearly showed na willingress
either 1o resigm or to hold his fire, going off
o America where he was further invalved in
controversy  when he  openly  attacked
Reagan's right-wing giwernment,

BACKING
Benn's vooal criticism of present British
policy in the North was shown, the day after
tha BBC radio interview, to have significam

backing within the Parfismentary Labour
Party. Al a iwg-and-a-hall hour mesting of
the backhench Morthern lreland Group in
Westminster, & group chaired by Jock
Stallard, attonded by forty-twa Labour MPs
inchuding party leader Michasl Foot, ali
vighteen of the MPs who spoke after Foot
arguerd in tavour of some form of eventual
Irish unity,

Marmy of the MPs presenl expressed
dissatisfaction with the Labour Party’s study
group an lrelanad which is currently in the
protess of producing a policy document
wimed at this year’s party conference.

The study group document i3 ot
axpactad 1o favour Irish unity, but a con
tinuation of bipartisanship and direct rule,
and is ineraasingly out of accord with the
developing consciousness with regard to Irish
affairs within sections of the Labour Party.

The election result in Fermanagh and
South Tyrone can be seen as having had 2
fairly dramatic impact within the Labour
Party, demanstrating the enormous suppart
for the hungarstrikers which Thatcher and
the British governmant had st their faces
Bgainst.

The subsequent actions of Labour Party
spokesman on the Morth, Don Concannan,
in visiting the hunoerstrikers on their death-
beds to confirm Labour's support Tor Brit-
ish gowernment intrangigence, and of Michaul
Foot congratulating Thatcher for her stand,
in the House of Commons [ollowing Bobly
Sends” death, hove [urther caused anger
among s2etions of the Labour Party,

DISQUIET

This, allied with the international support
tor the hunger-strikers, including from marny
western European social-demuoeratic parties,
and growing pressure from many constit-
uency branches of the Lebour Party, has
caused disquiet within the Labour Party at
the continuing adherénce to a hipartisan
palicy which appears to promise diminishing
dividends for the foroseeable tumre. Many
sitting Labour MPs in marginal constit-
uencies &re also under pressure from their
lurme Irich electorates.

Rumblings within the Labeur Party, and
on the fringss of it, have continued since,
with former Labour Scerotary of Seate for
the North, Merlyn Rees, in an interview on
Werkand Warld” on Sunday 17th May, say-
ing that it mighi 'Be a good step’ 1o remove
the British government's  constilutional
guargntee to loyalists on the future of the
six gountios.

Although his commentss were heavily
quelified, ieading some absarvers to wondor
whather b had meant anything at &ll, they
produced a torrent of complaint from |oy-
alist spokesmen, with Official Unionist
ltader, James Molyneausx, laying the blame
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# Michaal Foot demonstrated Llsowr's raven acceptance of bipartisanship when he eongratlated

Thatehar an her intransigenes after the death of Bobby Sands, himsslf s Westminster MP

for the ‘changing attitude’ of the Labour
Farty on Paisley’s ‘Carson-trail® stunts!

CRACKS

The cracks in the armour of bipartizan-
ship widened again, a tew days later, when
former Labowr Foreign Secrotary, David
Owen, now & joinl lesisr of the breakawsy
Social Democratic Party, urged that a new
political solution for the North should be
sought in the context of the EEC, His
commaents, made in the British House ot
Commaons on May 21st were an echo of a

speech he had made 1o party supportsrs in
Biackpoo! the previous week.

Whatever the short-term outcome of this
prasent scries of developments in bringing
about British parliamentary oppesition to
Thaicher's intransigence on the prison issue,
it seems likely 10 ingreass long-term pressure
on the Labour Party to break from the
sterilo’ bipartisan policy and to l=gin tn look
at new aptions of frish unity.

Ag such it i5 2 development to be broadly
welcomed, end closely watched,
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| BV 3EAN DELANEY !

NATIONALIST DERRY, Jast Sunday,
was a city m mourning for its dead
hungar-striker, Patsy O'Hara,

Preparing itself, quistly and reso-
lutely, for the massive funeral that
was expected the following day.
Flexing itzalf for the fiarce resistance
that everyona knaw would erupt onca
more an Monday evening.

Everywhers there was a deep anger. But
not an empty, ssif-destroying anger. One of
the maost revealing things since news of an--
other  hunger-striker’s death began o re-
place mews of & previows hunger-striker’s
desth in the nationalist ghettoes has baen
the alow, purposeful anger where everyons
has found a useful part to play.

in the Bogide on Sunday aftermoon,
some were putting the final touches to stew-
; arrangements for the funeral, others
uk-l'lq wa and sandwiches, and others
iting tor undiscoverad sources of
pETs nl w mmike the next night’s bombs.

STREAM

In the Brandyweil, outside the Ard Fayle
noma ot the OFHara family, a congtant
stresm ol people were arriving throughout
the day, ln cirs and on loot, to pay their last
respects to the hbungar-striker whose hody
iy imside, flankad by a guerd of hamaour.

Insice the (PHara home, too, members
of Raymond MeCreesh's family shared the
vigi. |t hai been freguenuly noticeable
throughout the hungarstrike how the fame
lies ol the hunger-strikers have moved close
sharing the worry, them the grief,

ally, helping to bear the coffin

Eveiyvwhere in Ard Foyile, black flags of
mourning fluttered from windows and from
sweet signpoats. It was the same in avery

part of nationalist Dterry, Everywhers, it
wemedl. attention was wirned to the funeral.
Pacple stoocd on street corners and asked

when the body was being taken to chapel.

t had been planned to take it thers on
Sunday tvening, but the suthorities 3t Long
Kesh had decided not to releass Patzy's
bwother, Tony, on compassionate paroke

the book to try to break the H-Block

the four original hunger-strikers, in turn, were deliberstely

THE British regime in the North has tried every dirty trick in

until  Monday moming, so  the body
remainad @t home till Tony could sse his
brother one lest time. (In the svent, Tony
wias heldd up, on route, by the British army,
in a ususl perty bit ot malica, so the body
hed to bs teken to chapel before he reached
e, §

CREGGAN

Up in the Creggan — scane of much of the
resistance — the telktale signs ware clearly
there. The dug-up and carefully broken flag-
stanes, stacked in ‘dumps” along the road,
the eratelpads of milk bottles here and there,
the ciustera of youths siamding sentinel ower
the area.

In the Creggan cormmunity centre — like-
wisg in the Bogside and Brandywell a
mountain of sandwiches wes being pre-
pared throwgh the cvening end night, bath to
feed the thousands due to descend on Derry
the next dey, and, more immedistely, to
provide refreshment for the scores of local
people busy with the luneral armangements

inating,

hunger-strike. Each of | impression

@ Black flags fluttored fram windows, everywhere attontlon wae tarmed to the funsra)

gnd had baon given the
by doctors
was ina hospital in Scotland.

of with patrolling tha ams.

A new mood is swesping nationslist
Derry, hardening with the death of sach now
hisnger-striker, reaching & new height with
the desth of Derry’s own hunger-striker.
Peopls who previously stesred clear of me-
publicans now come to them for advice end
hilp, wave as they pass them in the strests,
affer them a life

Hare in Deiry, as slstwhem, the dividing
line is clearly drawn: you either stand with
the hungersirikers or you stand against
thum, the days of standing nowhens are over.

In St. Mary’s in Creggan, a sizeable num-
er walked out of 10000 a.m. mass in protest
al the priest's criticism of the Hoting, and
there were thoss who walked out of other
massas 1o,

Mow in the Creggan men with brooms
brush the route of tomorrow’s funeral cloar

of riot debris, and cordon off the route with

blue tapes; in Brandywell — the first part of
the funeral route - local republicans’ check

that he

out derelict buildings for British spy-pasts;
in the Bogside first aid posts remain vigilant,
raady to deal with occasional casualties of
Isolated incidents of confrontation with the
Brits, who on the whole, however, have
ahgndoned the nationalist ghettoes to the
local people.

UNCERTAINLY

At 8.30 p.m. a lone RUC landrover drives
slowly pest Creggan shops, the focal point of
the area’s resistance. Immediately it s
stoned by & dozen youths, [t drives on, un-
cartainly, not sure whether to drive back. It
decides not to, and drives out of the area.
Within seconds, there are almost forry
youths waiting at the shops, soma are look-
ing for petrol bombs. The RUC don't return,

Everywhare, the victims of plastic bullets
walk around, apparently none the waorse for
wegr, A teenage lad who lost nine testh
whan hit in the mouth by a plastic bullet,
and later was hit twice in the led,
happily about recent back Hsues of dn
Phobizeiit/Repuliican News.

A man in hiz twenties, that first-aiders
swear wat hit in the hesd by z plastic bullet
on Thursday night, chats casually to friends
by Creggsn shops. Derry's rioters are
ecertainly made of stern stuff

FURTIVELY

At 2 a.m., on Monday morning, Brit foot
patrols cresp furtively through the pitch
black streatz and alleys of the Brandywell,
encountering with looks of fear and suspic-
fon groups of nationalist youths they meot
on thair way.

By mid Monday maorning the Brits have
disappiared, but not the youths. They ae
now it CYery Strect Comer, on avery junction,
wearing stewards’ srmbands, directing traffic

A 1000 am, Patsy O'Hara's body is
broughtdo the Long Tower chapel in the
Bogside, flanked by 2 guard of honour, the
hearse followad from the O'Hara's home by
soveral hundred paopie.

In the early moming, a trickle of paopie
beging to arrive in the Bogside in cars and
minibuses, and to troop into the Bogside
Community Association for 2 cup of 123,

By noon, the trickle has becoma a daluge.

isolated in the H-Block prison hospital in order to increase

| their vulnerability to pressure to come off the strike — and
pressure has coma aspecially from certain clergy and prison
medical staff masquerading as the prisoners’ allias.

A5 the deteriorating health of
gach man reached & critical point |
theii  close
wibject to atl kinds of cuul pab-
lic  and privale peessures  and
accusations, from the British Stor-
menl  sdministration, from the
Loreg Kesh prison regime, and from
the media

Cantral to the Brits’ death-bed
strateny  have besn the attempts
to solit cach hunger-striker from
the rest, to split each  hunger
striker fromm his close relatives, and
to cause dissension between the
hunger-strikers themselves, or theh
velatives, and the Republican Mave-
ment.

Without exeeplion, cach group
of digtrazssd relatives — of Bobby
Sunds, Francis Hughes, Raymornd
MeCressh, and Patsy O'Hara —
were, in wen, put through the
emotional treadmill of British
vruelly a5 thweir sons and brothers
fay on their death-beds, But the
family who eventually proved tw
b the Orits' prime propeganda
target was that of South Armagh
republicarr Raymond  McCreesh,

CLIMAX
The climex of pressure from
the Beits on Raymond and the
Mg.(:rge,m famll'.l bagan: with . the
degth,bh ' Francis: Wighes,  Bay-
ate !m l]1= pteqbpm

| eighteen manths,

relatives have been |

But Heymond’s distress in no
way effected his determination
amnd on the Friday, when Francis
Hughes was burled, Raymond was
annoyed with his two wisitors
that day for not attending the
funaral in Ballaghy,

It was &t the funeral of Francis
Huoghes that the first signs of a
major  Hritish black propaganda
offort rovealod themselves, when
a Belfast-based  reporter asked
Raymond's brother Malschy Mc
Cressh, whether the umour was
true that Raymond was giving up
his hunger-strike.

Malachy mentioned this to
Raymaond the-following day whin
he wvisited him and  Raymond
replied ‘not g chanes”,

The =ame day a minigture
camere (used successfully to take
photographs of Patsy O'Haral and
g minislure 1ape recorder were
tound by prison warders in Ray-
mond’s cell.

Later on Saturdey evening the
MeCreesh family wers summoned
e the prison. A doctor alloged
ta them that he had asked Raymaond
did he want a drink of mik to
which Raymond had, he claimed,
replied "l don’t know'

The family, Jeund  Raym ‘4_
fapisital 'ty and ouT af consciou

and vahen consclous e was Hallucs 2,5

The family found mno  signs
that Raymond was sseking 1o end
his  hunger-strike, and made the
prison medical authorithes aware of
this

On the tollowing dey, Sunday
17th May, before any mention of
Saturdey’s events were  rovealod,
an article in the Sundey Times',
by reguiar British amy mouth-
plece Chris Hyder, endad with a
claim that Reymond McCreash had
alweys been the least determinoed
of the hunper-strikers and would
soon amd his fast.

DISTRESSED

On Mondsy morming, &t the
McCreesh home in Camilough, one
of Raymond's sisters was deoply
distressed by @ visit from British
soldiers  asking whal “ware the
funeral arrangements for Raymond,

The Morthern Ireland Office
version of Saturday night's events
began to bresk in news bullsting
on .Monday, and was given much
coverage in Tueesday's newspapers.,

Later an Tuesday, the Morthern
irelend Office mepeated the claim
that Haymond had  asked for
nourishment nd medical treatment.
bui that the family, through Fr.
Brian McCreesh, had given contrary
ingtruetions  following their visit
tn Raymond

The ten o' clock BBC Radio 4
news  that night suogested  that
Fr. Brian McCreesh  had  been

& The McCrassh family — viotimes of British black propagands
an immediate repudiation. obviously takan root.
. VENOM

Raymand MeCreesh died on
Thursday 21st May,; but tive British
propaganda smear  campagn  hed
not finished with the McCreesh
family and it was again the Sunday

that tape recordings

had

The Sunday Times' claimed

were eirculat-

ing among Tory beckbench MPe
which contained conversations that
taken place “that Saturday
night in Raymond's czll. The paper
primted two sentences which  pur-

Times' {of Sunday 24th Mayl [ ported to show that the family
which was the wehicle for its | hed persuaded Haymondto continue
WM, his hungar-strike against his wish,

It would sppear that the dis-
couery of the tEpe recorder in
Raymond's cell had struck a chord
with some British propagands
merchant, Whather the prison
hospital cells ars bugged or not

denied

and on
Mosrthern

Fr. Brian MuCrensh categorically
the statements  atteibuted
to both himsalf and his mother,
Manday 25th
lreland Office

May the
hypo-

critically steted then it hied ‘no
_ij they "'“?ﬂ likely ara} the knawlsdge of an alleged tapa”,
; 5 ﬂhmh h jgirmt=d
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DEPARTURES

"THE death of hunger-striker Patsy O'Hara natur-
ally taxed the emotions of the O'Hara family who
had been under eight weeks of distress and suffer-
ing, closely monitoring his condition and offering

him their support.

Patsy’s brother on the blanker
v, was allowsd in (o see him on
oocasions but not on the last
g that Patsy remained con

half yvears ago, Tony
wirend men, had once
with Bobby Sands,
At him Irigh. Little did hoe
that Bobby and his
brother would perish on the same
hunger-strike

TONY

Tuny states: 1 saw Patsy for
tralf-gi-haur on Thoesday morming
and for thregcuarters of am bour
an Thursdhry oight  before  being
taken back o my call, He was in
& cowma at this stage.

“The lsst time | was actually
spegking to fim wes o0 Mondsy
and wers very gisorievied, He
was dubious sbout the things that
he was thinking. Me said that he
had zame sorr of dreams that were
way out

“Hg sald he knew they wereé nat
frue fnet he asked me was Bobby
wesd, was Raymond dead., He knew
thar, but he was not surg in case it
WS i CIrEaT,

“| sort of sensed on this wisit,
when the scrows calfed it owver, |
realised when | shook his hand, by
the look on his face, that this
would be the fast time [ would
ever talk ta him. We shook harnds
It was g very ernational occasion.

“We fad been taiking mbout the
alel fimes, wien we were kids,
about the houss, what we warg
Poing to do when we got out and g
o, He had been in good form.

“But we did not show our feel
ings to the screws, becalse Patsy
wiould notr have wanted that, for
me to break down erying in fromt
of the screws 5o | just held Back as
bast | cowld,

“He djed fighting for his countiy
arnd fiis fellow comrades. He served
them. ™

SEAN SEAMUS

Another brother, Sean Seamus,
sirys that when the: family weara
urgently summoned to the hospital
an the Wednesday swening, tha day
hefore Patsy died, just shortiy after
he took o heart attack, they were
delayedd a1 the prison gate for aver

half-an-hour  befare  beng  even-
tualby allowed in
Fr, Toner, a prison chapkin,

told Mrs. O'Hara that when Patsy
took what is presumed to be 3 cor-
onary altack no doctors ware pros-
ent ar an duty for some timo.

That evening when the family
went into Patsy’s cell there were
three chairs on the right-hend side
of Patsy’s bed, one of which Ssan
Seamus moved round to the left

hand sithe g0 that Petsy could hoar

hirm,

A medic immediately threatensad
that if Saan Scamus did not put the
chair back he would terminate the
wigit, Sesn Seamus protested and
demanded to see @ senige warder
whio then saicd that the order come
from a doctor, Dr Aoss.  When
challenged, Dr. Ross denied issuing
ary such directive

MOTHER

While Patsy was still i,
mothws asked that his brother Tony
be allowed in from the H-Blocks
to see him, but this was refused
until Patsy lapsed into unconscious-
Ness.

James and Peggy O'Hara had
maintained an slinost constamt visl
by their dying son's bedside for the
final few days.

In the early hours of Thursday
morning, and just shortly befora

Fils

the death of his comrade Raymond

@ Sean Seamusz bwesring glamses]
hefps carry his brothar's eotfin

McCresesh just after 2 am., Patsy

told  his mother:  “Um - somy
mammy we ofd not win. Please
mamnmy fet the fight go on.™

Mrs. O'Hara states that this was
the clesest possible cxpression of
her son's wishes and that if he
lapsed into a coma he was not to
ba revived.,

ELIZABETH
When Paisy died st half-past
glewen that night, his father,

Twenty-one-year-old sister Elizabeth,
family friend James Daly, two
priests, two prison warders, snd a
doctor, wore present.

Two members of the family had
been keeping a vigil &t his badside
st all times. Elizebeth had remain-
gd in the prison from half-past
seven an Thursday marming.

She recalls the agony of that
evening:

“ly mother and father came in
ta relieve me, and | went into the
room which hod been made avail-
able for us at the prison.

“A prigst had been sitting with
Patsy and he came out and toid us
he was dees. Tat wad 8t about tan
a'clock or Ralfpest 1en, When we
went imto the mom he was il
alive. They thought he was desd
because his heart had stopped and
fe tried to breathe bt he breathed
wery hard aftar that,

“And his fece was full of pam,
About tweniy past elgwen then he
gave fis [ast brsath,

Wy fathar colled Fatsy! and he
sart of, & it he mcognissd the
voice, sort of just tried to move his
hsad, just one last time. And then
he died. And as fe was dying iy
face just chamged, he had a very,
very distinct smile on his face
which | will never forgel. [ said,
“You're free Patsy. You have won
your fight. And you're frea. And
e was ool the, ™

ONE WEEK
TO LIVE

THESE pictures of Patsy 0°Hara it frig prison cell were Taken sxact
arie week hefore he died and the day before Francis Hughes' lunere
The film wes smuggied ot but uptortenarely the .camers and
ifnfature untsed [808 récorder were spparently distovered by o
prison authorities two days fater fo the cell of Raymong MoCrvsh

=y -




Leathanach 20 - AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS, Saturday, May 30th, 1881

TWO PRISON TRIBUTES TO RAYMOND McCREESH

COURAGEOUS

REPUBLICAN

L.J TRIGUTE FROM A FORMER COMRADE IN-ARMSE, PADDY QUINN, HI-FLOCK, LONG JCFSH_I

I FIRST MET Raymond MecCraash,
through his older brother Michael,
whila | was at St. Coleman’s college
in Mewry. Since he was in a diffarent
year to me | had little contact apart
from saying hello, but he struck me as
avery quiet and sensible type of person.
v famil woare @ cuiet, ardinary
nily  greatly  respected  about
e district of Camlough. Raymond was the

pe of naturally quiet person who never
bothered anyone, and at first when 1 heard
ha was a Volunteer of the IRA | was some
what surpris but | was soon to discover
hir 1 wery brave amd determinad young
man,

| eould even describe him as stubborn ta
e extent, for when Raymond believed he
right about samething he stood
ne could be prowed wrong, which

wsn't often.

FREEDOM

Raymond, like many other young.men
from South Armagh, realised in his heart
that freedom for his people wasn™t going to
e hand =m0 @ plate. He knew thar
wou had w fight for  wue freedom, suffer
for it and die for it if necessary.

Such fraedom Raymond found in the arms
ulbilican Mowerment, and be did not
ik fraom the tesk thet lay sheed, even
that imprisonment or death wers

againgt internment.

It waz at one such mepting Raymond’s
tather spoke, and warned the people of
Carmlough that the organisers of such action
were only using them and the imtermess to
further their own political careers, and when
thoy had mo further use of them they would
do an about turn and stab the people in
the back.

DETERMINATION

Meedless 1o say, the people of Camlough
were  na different  from the rest of the
nationalist people of the North and balisved
in the sincerity of Currie, Fitt and O"Hanlon.
Meither did they take kindly to the foresight
of Raymond's father, but what he had said
he stood by and was proved to be right in
voars to come. Mis son, Haymond, had the
ST COURE wl determination (o stand
by what he believed in. X

For those aims, and for these past four-
and-a-half years, like all hiz comrades in the
H-Blocks and Amagh peison, Raymond
suffered greatly and finally died. | guess
his courage end detarmination can be summead
up by the last words of a letter he wrote me
before embarking  on hunger-strike: “There
iz & chance | may be home before you, my
friend. Goodbye.”

Don't lot Haymand's death be in owain,
Let his courage, determination and sacrifice
ingpire you to comtinue the struggle for the
treedom for which bhe sacrificed his young

possibility, He knew that peaceful
means would not wring Justice from Britain
ard he hadn't to ook very far back in history
to find the perfect example of Derry"s Bloody
-‘Sunt.'a

wnjust laws such a intern-
e, terrorising af (he nationalist
population by the Brits and pro-British
assassim sguads, ware all part of the force
[ o rnulrta n hwor rule in this
decided it is

anly by Toree it can be owercom,

I remember vividly a story  Raymond
onge told me about his father. It was back in
72 period when tha Austin Curries
dedy O Hanlons were travelling the
arganising the rent amd rates strike

AL

e
mﬂmxm

THIZ TRIBUTE TO RAYMOND MoCREESH WAS AEAD OUT
TN D WING, H-5 BLOGCE, LONG KESH PRISON CAMP:

IT WAS at the age of seventeen that
Raymond McCreesh joined the ranks
of Oglaigh na hEireann.

The natlomalist people were being crucifisd
daily by British forces and pro-British sectarian
murder squads, especislly in Belfast and
Derry, and ong such as Raymaond who cared
deaply for his people could not ignore that
suffering,

For Raymand there was only ons way to
defeat the force that wes oppressing his
people, end that was by using force. Krowing
full well the price ha might have to pay,
and which many Voluntesrs had already
paid, Raymond did not shrink framy the
challenge but joined the stroggle he belisved
o e right and just.

ACTIVE

During the next two  years, slithough
Raymond was a wery sctive Woluntear, he was
never suspected by the Brits. Although he
avoided being seen with known Voluntesrs
as much a5 possible, Raymomd was what is
known a5 a ‘pusher’ and was very determined
to operate against the enemies of his people,
But both because of his quiet nature and the
fact that his family had no record of a repubs
lican beckground, his involwement. remained
unsuspected.

His fellow ‘Volunteers, however, soon

ordinary peopla knew nothing about: he was
a wery courageous. and determined young
man, |1 must have come a5 some surprise
to the people of the Camlough district on
hearing sbout Raymond's capture during a
gun battle.

They must glso heve been surprised when
it was announced that Raymond had joined
the hunger-strike, but then the Camluowgh
paople who saw him as a guiet, even shy,
type of person weren't to know the side of
his character that his comrades inside and
oulsice jail knew.

DEATH

Raymond took one courageous step after
another to bring an end (o the suffering and
sorrove caused by Britigh rube in this country.

His death has not been in vain. How many
maore young men, on watching the funeral
of our brave comrade, have decided 1o take
that same step which Raymaond took when ha
was  seventeen? How much closer has it
brought ws to achieving our final goal, the
true freedom which can only be found in an
Irish socialist republic?

Only time will toll how much closer, but
in' the meantime lot ws not despalr, but
pladge ourselves to continue the struggle in
the same determined and courageous fashion
which our beave comrades hawe shown us.
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i ® (A4 Volunieers accompany the body of their comrade, Raymond McCreesh .
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® Republican Volunmeers saluts the body of their gsad comeads, Raymeond

* @Membars of Raymeond McCraash's family at hie funerad: from beft:

THE burial of IRA Volunteer and H-Blo
last Saturday was the biggest funeral ever seen

of people flocked to the
having to negotiate
stages.

Raymond MeCreesh's ocoffin,

peret and gloves pinned on top,

British army, UDR, an

ck hunger-striker Raymond McCressh
in South Armagh. Thousands

tiny village of Camlough; travellers in the North

draped in the tricolour with
was carried from his home in

St. Malachy's Terrace by his father and brothers, including Fr.

Brian McCressh, to the lane at t

he side of the house whers the

cortege was joined by a seven-man |RA guard of honour, twelve

members of Cumann na-mBan

and seven members of Na Fianna

Eireann — all uniformed and masked.

Behind famiily and friends, marched hundreds of wreath-
bearers and thousends of sympathisars, the route of the funeral
being extended down through Camlough village to allow every-

one to pay. their respects o

endured sixty-one days on an

the courageous Volunteer who had

historic hunger-strike, which

ended fatally for the initial four volunteers and which four

gthers continue.

The cortege, to the occasional
tolls of the chapel bell, made its
way down a |ane, gven mofe narrow
than the South Derry roads through
which the hody of Francls Hughes
had passed eight days previously.

The varges of this lane ware
owvergrown  with  glistening  gresn
grass, ferns, netiles and wild rasp-
perry  bushes. Small  midget flies
danced through the air in between
the sprays of mizzled rain which
often’ seamed to threaten & dark
downpaur.

But mild weather prevailed and,
an the opposite of this small valley,
Camlsugh  Mountain radizted
brilliant green colours and the goid
ol biosoming whin bughes, while|
Sligye Gullion to the south was
dark and passive — scenery 1o
soduca to nationalism 2 stranger’s
heart. And the hills and ficlds and
countryside which Raymond  Mc
Craesh grew up in and loved, and
for whaose people ho laid down his
lifa, wera filled with his uncon-
querabile spirit.

SALUTE
A lone piper led the funeral_up
Chapal Road tawards 51 Malachy’s

o Lmeime ith THA]

- unreasonable

jane which runs adjacent to the M
Creesh home, three IRA Voluntears
from the South Armagh Command,
carrying bolt action 303 rifles,
fired & three wolley salute over his

coffin which restad on westles.

Thars was loud appleusa to this.
They then removed their bersts
and bowed their heads for a
minute’s sikenca.

Outside the chapel the tri-cojour
was removed from the woffin
becausa of the Cathalic Church's
attitude  towards
republican funerals; although after
the regquism mass the flag was pul
back in place.

Five priests , led by Fr. Brian Me
Creesh, concalehrated requism mass
in gaelic [which Raymond spoka
fluently) in the small and modest
St. Malachy's church, which held
hut a few hundred peopic, the sar-
yice baing broadcast by loudspeskars
to those waiting outside. There was
a large number of priests in the con-
gregatlon, every parish in the
archdigcass being represented.

SERMON
The sermon wes given by Fr.
Thomas Wolsely, the parish priest.

He welnnmed avervone to the mass.

_seen t!u_i_!_hipriem of this diocese

d RUC checkpoints at various

and spoke -on the mibject of re-
pentance and said; “We ask God's
forgiveness- for Raymond and for
gach one of ourselves, for everyone
fiving on thiz island and the next
island baside us.”"

He oiferod sympathy ta.the M
Creash family and praised their
andurance: “Thase of us who have
ssany them over this past few weeks
have admired the perfect patiencs
and resignation thet they have al-
ready shown to us, | ask you all to
continue to support them with
your prayers ... In this whaole of-
deal | have yat to hear a member of
the McCreash family say a harsh
word about any person. | must say
| sdmire them for that ...

“Pigtas, or boyslty, i 8 virtue in
which Rzymond was not lacking.
Ha loved his parents, his family and
his country, It was perhaps his con-
capt of the latter which led finally
to his tragic death and to this day.

gyt who is to judge? As our
cardinal has said, Raymond wiuld
never haye been involod in this
tragic stuation but for tha historical
circumstances of his land.”

CRITICISED

Fr. Wolsely then spoke ahout
the Catholic Church's prasent atti-
wids to the use of physical forca
gnd indirectly criticised the Biritish
governmant for abusing the Pope’s
sermon at Drogheda in September
1874:

“jglpnt meant must not be
used, the Pope says, to change in-
justices, But nefther must vholent
means b used to keep injustices.
The Pope has said so. The first
passage has been over-quoted; the
sacond one sakdom heard.

“in today's papers you

il have

of Armagh, the Archdiocess of Ar-
megh, In  their statgment have
guoted the words of tha Pope in
Drogheds whare tha Fope said with
EOUAL URGENCY, aqual urgency,
and here | parsphrase the Pope’s
words for the sake of brevity.

#p great responsibility lies on
politicians, - aspecially those with
the power 10 remedy injustices. To
maks sure conditions will naver
arise where peopls will feel som-
pelisd to remedy injustices by other
PARETS oo :

“We know that in some countries
an imaginative act of sta hip
hat been abis to bring peace W
areas muech more troubled than
ours, and much larger. One hopes
then and prays that with God's
aid we shall soon $ee a lasting peace
in this land, and t no more
deaths will be necemary and that
people of all religious and political
persuasions will be brought more
closely together s children of God.”

After requiem mass, Raymond’s
caffin was removed to the republican
plot in the cemetary at the side of
the church, only & hundred yards
from and within view of his home.
The piper led off with Ur chill ni
Chreagain ("the new churchyard of
Creggan’ — & mythological resist-
anca |ament)

At the graveside Joa McElhaw,
from South Armagh, chalred the
coremony and describad everyona
prEsent as Raymond's hrothers and
slsters’. A orm minute's silence was
ohsarved before two buglers played
the Last Post rgud the Volunteers of

-E|

Oylaigh na h-Elresnn, Cumann na
mBan and MNa Fianna Eiroann
sabuted.

WREATHS

Tha Tri-cokour was then remowved
fram the coffin, and, along with
berst and alowes, presented 1o
Raymond's mother, Mrs. Susin Mc
Creesh, The guard of honour was
then dismissed and Raymond’s
remains wers lowered into the
grave, on the headstons of which
was inscribed: ‘Irafand unfree shail

Fr. Brian; his mother; his father; an

never be &t paste’.
Fr. Wolsely then comple
relgious service before the
|aying carcmiony began. He &
that all houses in the dist
opan o BVeryons and anyo
would want s cup of tea.
Among the wreaths lai
ones from the McCreesh
the |RA's GHO Staff anc
Council, South Armagh Sir

wjrich  Republican -POWSs

wriath was in the shape of
the Mational Graves Ass
the IRA’s Belfast Brigads,
jonal H-Block{Amagh Car
Cumann na mBan and na
tha tamilies of Bobby Sands
Hughes, Patsy O'Hara,
Donnell,  Brandan  Mel
Kieran Doherty and Kevit
lwho thst day had joi
hunger-strike), and the
olunteer Brandan Cuinn 4
on attive service in 1§
whaose body is intemred in

There were otfier Wil
numerous to mention, bu
them wre many from G/
and bocal firms, and & |
made up of green, white ar
flawers in the shape of at
from ‘the people of Bally
in Belfast.

ORATION
Sinn Féin president
Bridaigh, who is banin
entering the Narth by il
government under threat
sentence, then gave the o
He said:
#p, chairde, téimid baili
innid lena bhfuil figtha 2
se0 de Réamonn MacRao|
i gord, Agus nuair a sheas
89 béal na huaighe 20, t
gorofthe ach chomb maltl

an- br6d sgus &n md
ionainn.
“Bar tuigeann m

tharraing s chuige fai
uaigneach mna stilce o
phfumir &5 bas uaignas
Blocanna, i gCamps na c
Ach, gur thalspedn 38 gur

(enntinuad o mExt E
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an duing sonair, toil an E'Irun'naigh
aonair, na neart iomldn Rialtas agus
farsal na Breataine.”

He continued:

“A chairde, we ars gathared here
to perform o last, sad but prouwd
duty for that great Irishman and
human being, Raymond MeCreessh,

“And a5 we siand hers by his
wavesids in tha republican plot wa
must wmwraly ask owrselves, ‘what
manner of man was this and what
motivatad him?”

“We know that he was sprung
from this countryside o rich in
lore, 3o steeped in history, so
certain of its Irishness in that It
yislds to no community on the
idand of lreland in its elaim to i
(righness and it Irish identity.

“This was 1o be suen through 1o~
day’s ceremonies, throogh  the
beautiful mass in Irish and the
lament plaved by the piper, Ur chill
en Chresgdin.” Bocause here in lower
Killeawey, in south Armagh, and in
south Ulster, the tradition iz very
rich.

~and, if tha post Art MeCooey
in ‘the new churchyard of Creggan’,
had @ dream and a vision of a
wonderful country and & promised
land he expressed it very clearly:

. it was the wonderful country
where the English didn’t rule yetl

“fnd Haymond McCreesh, a
youny man, was born into  this
countryside; grew up in it and was
formed and moulded and influsnced
by it; and put an awful lotinte his
Faw yaars on tho (sce of this earth,

“Through ~Camlough primary
school, 5t Colman’s in Newry,
Mewry Tachnical College, a5 a
minor footballer  with  Carrick-
cruppin, o5 a Gaeilwoir who leami
the language of his country and
spoke it Huently and proudly, who
wis aware of the denial of freedom
to tbose who regard thermselves as
part of the [righ Mation, to the opp-
ression and brute force with which
this denial was put into sction, and
so he joined Ma Fianna Eireann and
graduated from that to the ranks of

the Irish Republican Army.

“Thiz quiet, unessuming, ssif-
effacing young Irishman, with that
great inner strength and determin-
ation which “has only really been
seen in the past sixty-one days. This
man, barely not yet out of his
teeng, served hiz country and bore
arms against the commaon enemy,
against the snemy of all mankind,
which is imperialism and exploit-
ation and which finds its expression
in thiz part of the world in the Brit-
ish forces of occupation. &

TRADITION

“#Around thes: parts, whare the
men of the 4th Northern Division
of thé IRA oparated sinty years
ago, Raymond and his comrades
bore arms. Armound this part of Ire-
land where the poet lamented the
departure of the O'Neills and the
Chieftains, the ordinary peopls
took up the struggle as Rapparess
and as Tories led by the renowned
Redmond O‘Hanlon, In that rich
tradition, foliow the young men of

ay.

“And they are newer and can
never be exemplified better than in
the young man whase mortal re-
mains we have laid to rest here,

“Captured in battle he waz sant
to the dungeons of the H-Blocks.
For four years he wouldn't take
wizits, he would make no concession
nor compromise with the British
murder machine at- work in our
land.

“And so we can say, that for
human dignity, for the dignity of
all mankind at its highest stature,
Raymand McCreesh suffered the
dreadful apony of hungar-strike and
gave &l he had: placed his body
before the jusgernati of imparialiam;
placed his frail body there to be
crisshied, We salute him!

“We salute him and while we
look back to the dead generations
and acknowledge their part we
know that never before in Iraland
has there besn a hunger-strike of
such durstion, and never bator in
Ireland have four hunger-strikers in
a row given up their lives. A new

® Ruaini 0 Brasigh, pragident of Sinn Fain, gave the oration

i e

place in history has been carved out
by the men of this generation, the
mast heroic generation yet to resist
forsign oppresion in our country.
“And May 1816, when from the
3rd to the 12th of May the leaders
were executed one by one, and two
by twe, has had its parallel in this
month of May 1981 when we have
seen our hunger-strikers go one
after the other. First Bobby Sands
MP, then Franeie. Hughes, then
Raymond McCressh and now Patsy
O°Hara. 5

CALLOUSLY

"The British oovernment has
coldly, callously and eruelly mur-
dered Raymond MeCreesh and his
comrades. They heve done this in
the face of world opinion, And
thay have done it while thos: south
of the border who enjoy a transient
political power have mid that they
‘eannot be indifferent’, and yet
thay lat it ali happen 2s did someons
befora them wha said that he could
‘mot sand idly by, and did just
that!

“And what, a cheirde, is the
effect of it all? We sea British
policies in Ireland in ruins. Where
now iz their ‘normalisation’, where
now i3 their TUlsterisation’, whare
now is their ‘eriminalisation™

» “These hungry and starvino men
on their bads of pain, by superior
moral strangth, have poshed the
British government to the wall and
have shamed them in the syes of
the world.

“The Englith government never
had any right in [reland, naver any
scintilla of right, other than that of
the robber with superior farce. But
any claim they may have made to
the world to rule in freland must

-surely now be called into question

because the British governmaent has
shown itself to be complewely in-
capable of understanding, or
governing, or ruling any section of
Irish paople,

STRENGTHS
“And this hes been done, @
chajrde, by humble men, by ordinary

men whom we naver suspected had
these great inner strengths, And if
one 13 to guote from the great
hunger-striker  martyr, the Lord
Mayor of Cork, Terence MacSwinay,
he wrote in his Principles of Fres-
dom’, and he widi “For the
stroggle that will support @ ran
through every phase of this struggle,
a strong and coursgeais mind is the
primary raed, "

"in a word, moral force,
Raymond McCressh had that in
planty.

“MacSwiney goss on to sy that
the single test is the bravest and the
noblest, and it is the test that offars
the surest and the greatest victory.
And he concludes and wys, “For
one ammed man cannol resist 2
rftiinde, mov ome. TRy Conguer
counmtiess fogions, But not alf the
armiss of all the empires on earth
can cruesh the spirt of one - e
rman, and thet one mar will prevai

“Such = man, a chairde, Wwas
Raymond McCressh, your own
neighbouor, your fellow Irighman,
your kith and kin, your flesh and
blood. And he wrote to one of his
comrades in the H-Blocks in a secret
lattar in Irigh:

“T§ seans amn go aihéidh mé
ahhaile rombat, @ chara”™ — there is
2 possibility that | may be home
befare you, my friend. 2

“¥as, how prophetic. Raymond
has arrived, He has arrived here
ahead of his comrades. Bt he has
arrived with victory and he has
arrived  in triumph  because thi:
strength of his spirit has conguered
ower sll material considerations.

IDEALISM

*Tha heartfelt sympathy of us
all is extended to his ralatives who
hawe: borne themselves throughout
this ordeal with such dignity and
with such restraint and on behalf
of all of us | wish 1 extend to
them our heartfelt sympathy and
alsn our unstinted sdmiration.

“The young people of this
country and indeed of all the world,
in the generosity of spirit that is
thair lot and in theiy idealism, they

recognise instantly, they recognise
what is generosity, what is unselfish-
ness, and what is principle and they

have seen  this  in  Raymond
MeCreesh, They have smen it clearly
and they will remember in the time
to come,

“Wierever in this world thare is
oppression, thare is alweys resistance.
And when the oppressed raise their
banners around this world, slong
with the names of Mahatma Gandhi
and Martin Luther King and
Térenca MacSwinay will be written
tha names of Bobby. Sands and
Patsy O'Hara. And along with the
marve of Fr. Camillo Torres who
died fighting the forces of Oppres-
ion in Latin America will be in-
seribed  the names of Francie
Hughes and Raymond McCreesh.

“Raymaond McCreesh i not dead,
a chairde. Mo lives in our minds,
and he lives in our hearts, and he
will inspire all of us in the days that
are before us.

“And what was mid al the time
of Terence MacSwiney's death
bears repatition now, a1 wa go from
here and tum our eyes onca maore
in the direction of the H-Blocks of
Long Kesh, We think of Joe Me
Donnell, Bren MeLsughlin,
Kieran Doharty and Kevin Lyneh.

“We repsat, at thé thrina of his
bigr and the deathbeds of his com-
rades, we pledge that while an Irish
heart beats we shall not desist in
vur efforts until the hands of those
who would rob our- country of its
Independance fall nerveless, or 8 just
judge has taken His vengeancs.

“Leaba i mease na bhEinind agus
i lathair naoimh wile na hEireann go
raibh ag & geomradal Raamonn
MacHaois.

“Go raibh maith agaibh. ™

Before the ceramany ended the
people observed a minute’s silenco
loe Raymond’s comrade, Patsy O
Hara, who buagan the hunger-strike
the same day as Haymond and who
died twenty-one bours after him on
the sixty-first day of their hunger-
strike. The two young man wers
horn within a fortnight of one
anather in February 1957,
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® [NLA guard of honour escurts Patsy O Hara's body
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® Tony Hars, reléessd on parole from the H-Blocks for a few houm, snd Mrs, 0Hara, at Patsy's funaral

THE FUNERAL of Patsy Q'Hara, reminiscent of
that of Bobby Sands two weeks earlier, was
massive and easily the biggest turn-out in Derry
city, since the Bloody Sunday funerals of February

1972, nine years ago.

Patsy's remains, Manked by an INLA guard of honour and led
by a piper, were removed to the Long Tower Church, overlook-
ing the Bogside, for ten o'clock reguiem mass said by Fr,

Collins, last Monday morning.
the clammy hest of a wamm
alternoon, his coflin was e
minved from the church and rosted
on trestlas ai the chapel oates where
first the tri-colour, and then the
Starry  Plough, were pinned into
place by the gaunl fimure of Patsy's
brother, Tonry, who was paroiled
from the M-Blocks for several
fowrs, wnider strict conditions, jn-
cluding that he would make no

public statements, nor give press
TWiEwWS,
GUARD
Two helicopiers rmain taimed
closr observation of the funera
procassion, which was led by a

piper and a drummer, followed by
& guard of honour of aver thirty
unilormed members ot the INLA,
by relatives carrying the remains,

and then répresenlatives from
the 1RSF ard comheirle, the Nai-
ional H-Bl fArmanh Commities,
aoil b Aepubilican Movement.
iehind those were hundreds of

and then the march-

tre of what appeared to by
the whole of nationafist Derry and
rom every  other
.
wera

Moumars
Sends, Hughes and
ho shared the
e past throo
wrnlless
dsiance (he
Nearss ia
dowyn Bithop
rough the Brandywell, the
i to the Creggan o the

v et flown  foom

v ael the huge  tri-

coloun terng  from @  pale
oppeaite the O'Hara house was at

half-mast, From the Brandywsli,
specks of people eould he seen
climbing up Creggen Hill to the
cemetery wherm a long line of
people could be made out.

On one gable wall in huge writing
was painted: ‘Give our POWs their
status’. On another wall wes written:
“Patsy we saluts you and your com-
rades’,

The cormegs wound it5 way up
Lecky Hoad, and the sound of
shuffling feet on a gritted road, the
absence of nature and it offspring
of bird calls and wild exciting
smellz, and the ascoustics of the
claustrophobic march, made ons
well aware thar this was a city tun
eral procession.

SHOCK

The flyaver into the Bogsids was
thick with people, and & hubbub of
sudible conversations distinguished
the funeral from the silence, il not
sarmbreness, of Bobby Sands' burial,
perhaps indicating the stretching of
the emotional threshold to the
point where undoubted continuing
shock #nd aurrage have hagn aiper-
figially channelled into idle chat an
1he pretence of normality.

To the sound of a dummoer
berating 4 slow march the mourmers
travelling  up  Westland  Strect
looked hack in awse as the oever
undrng procession ponred  throoagh
the Bogside. Going past John
Hume's house, peopls wondored
wihere wis he today?

Prople dragged themaelves up
the sterp Eastway, which leads into
the Creggen, befors wrning into
Iniscam ~ Crescont and im0 the
cemetery. Thu body had  been
moved trom the hearse and once
again carricd by family, friends, and

comrades, in turn, up to the frashly
dug grave.

The IMNLA guard of honour was
brought to attemtion before being
slowe-marched to the coffin which
now rested again on trestles. Six of
them stepper forward and fired
three volleys from short-arms owver
the remains of their comrade,

Then they  knelt down and
observed & munule's silence, before
tha firearms were clearsd by the
uniformed man who called out
ordeérs and handed each weapon
back to each Voluntes:,

The: flags were removed and
Patsy's body was lowered Into the
grave.

A number of pricsts led the
pravers and afterwards offered their
condolences to the O'Hara family,
The Vaolunieers were called to af-
ention and saluted as the Last Post
WS sounded.,

CO-OPERATION

James Daly, husband of Miriam
Daly, the H-Block activist who was
murdered @ year ago in her Belfast
home, chaired the proceedings and
introduced the speakers. One theme
running through most of the
spaeches ware calls for greater co-
operation henween the INLA and
the IRA and the sstablishment ol a
hroad anti-imperialist frant.

In his opening address James
sa3id:

“& chairde Ghasil; is ciix mhor
bhrain & 2 bheith anseo i 1athak
chun conre Patsy O Hara & chur a
lui, wyus & clis bhedid @ mar &
muid bailithe anseo echun omo:s a
thabhalrt do Patsy, sighdiur sois-
ialach, priosinach polaiticitil agus
sdr Gheal.

"Today we have said farowsll to
our baioved comrade Patsy O°Hara,
as we lay him 1o rest in his native
Doire Colmcille, We lay here his
worn out youny boedy, while his
immortal spirit has already  tri-
umphed over death."

James offered condolences o
the O'Hara family befoe introdoc-
ing & uniformed spokesman from
the leadership of the INLA who
read out & statement Dlaming Tha

# The funers! cortegs moves along Bishop

Hzughay administration in  the
South, a much as the Biitish
government, for the death of Patsy._

The spokesman said, "“Ouwr
comrade did not die solely for the
five demands of the political pris-
oners. He recognised thet if the
prisoners are criminalised then the
struggle for Irish freedom B erim-
inalised, Thiz iz the resson why
Patsy went on hungerstrike and
along with his comredes in death,
Bobby Sands, Francis Hughes, and
R aymond . courageously
confronted the Thatehar regime
and her loyalist lackies.™

The speaker called for the estab-
lishmant of a broad front to fight
British imperialism and paid tribute
to two INLA Volunteers who had
récently besn killed on active sér-

vice in Belfasiz Jim Power and
Matthew MeLarnon,
PLEA

Patsy's brother, Sean Seamus,
then spoke, and made & personal
plea for wnity. He also attacked
Charlas Haughey's role in propping
up Thatcher by remainng skent:
i 1969, Jack Lynch sald, ‘we will
not stand idly by’ In 1987 Charles
Haughey said, ‘we cannot be in-

different” — the same spesch,
differant words.
“Two  thousand years ago,

Pontius Pilate said his hands wen:
elean when he intended crucifying
Jesug Christ. His hands wers not
clean and neither are the hands of
Charlus Haughsy today. He tried to
decaive Marcella Sands and he tried
to deceive my sister, Elizabeth, but
the record must be pul strsight —
the omus of guilt lies with him,
Patsy’s bBlood is on his head,” said
Sean Saamus.

“4 lot of people think the four
hunger-strikers dind for nothing.
But the fact iz that the four deaths
have brought ws closer o mations
liberation, closer than we have been
during the last twalve years of war,
The whale world sees clearly, some
for the first time, the true colour
of the British, 't is searket red with
the binod of many Irishmen and

women’,""

in Darry

Stewards thon assisted in the lay-
ing of scores of wreaths, ong of
which was in the shape of a large
Starry Plough, an H-Block and &
tri-cofour in ona mess of approp-
riately coloured flowers. There
wore wreaths from the INLA, RSP,
IRA, Sinn Fein and H-Block
Committeas and from the families
of tha other hunger-strikers.

ORATION

The aration was given by Gerry
Roche of the IRSP ard combairle,
who extended sympathy to the O
Hara family and paid tribute 1o
Patsy's cantribution to the struggle
for freedom in his country, 3 con-
tribution which bagan &t an early
age.
Gerry Roche said that Paisy's
political maturity had led him to
embrace scialism, not “the social-
ism of the scademic textbook ...
bart & socialism gleaned from apply
ing his own ideas to the experiences
and needs of the people of Derry.™

Gerry Hoche detaibed Patsy's
parsonal experience of repression —
Narth and South — and continued:
“Patsy understood clearly the
totality of relationships between
the Free State and Britain as one of
siave to master . but he was deter-
mined that this relationship be
destroyed torever through the es-
tablishmuont of a thirty-two county
socialist republic.”™

Ewen in the H-Blocks, Patsy “re-
copnised that the struggie in the
prisons was part and pareel of the
overall struggle agsinst British im
perialism. He saw that the moves io
criminalisa the prisoners were
maovas to eriminalise  the struggle
for Irish freedom. He joined the
blanket protwst ... for he believed
that it is no grime to fight the Brit-
ish occupation forces, but the duty
of ewery fUrish man and Irish
woman.,”’

Gerry Ruche praised Patsy & “an
outstanding revolutionary” and con-
cluded:  “agus 1o bas  Patsy.
Caillitint mhar is ea & do ghluais-
eacht na sacirse in Eirinn. D 'oibrigh

foonrimued on maxe Dagel
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4§ le fuinneamh sgus le dochas ar
4r son sgus ar shon @ mhuintira. |
mmease na laoch atd a sinm.”"

FINAL

The final speaker was Bermadette
MeAliskey of the National H-Bloca/
Armagh Committes.

She said:-

|y is gnby fitting that the Mat-
ional H-Block/Armagh Committes

on behalf of the tens and
hundreds of thousands of people
throughout this country, and . in
many other countries, who have
supportsd the Tive demands of the
prisoners and worked for tham =
should todsy add their sympathy
and condolence to the family of
Patsy O'Hara and the families of
the three other hunger-strikers,
Bobby Sands, Raymaond MeCreash
and Francis Hughes.

¢ 5 our sarnest hope in the
H-Block/Armanh Committes,
through the local action groups,
that we might have brought sbout
the winning of the five minimum
demands of the prisoners without
tha loss of a prisoner’s life.

“Tha fact that we have not done
that is not the failure of those whao
have supported “the prisoners, It is
not the weaknass of those who have
supported the prisoners, but tha
failure of the British governmant,
the failure of those in this country
who gtill seam to honour such in-
tangible feslings of respectability
and neutrality above the lived of
thair Tallow countrymen.

“We stand in awse at the un-
balievable coursge of the four
young men whao have given thair
lives in pursuit of those five de-
mands. There can be none of us
who really can imagine, except
tha members of their familizs, what
it must have taken every day to
hawe recommitted themselves to
carrying on that fast to the bittar
gnd. Young men who had every-
thing to live for; and we take heart
and eourape from the courage that
they have showii.

"We will continug having buried

the last of the four hunger-strikers.
We will now continue to strugale to
win the demands before wa come
to a critical period and the posible
losing of four more.

. TRAGIC

“pg the cortege loft the Long
Tower church this morning, per-
sonally | could not help but cest
my mind back to a time In 1969
when there was no ambiguity on
the part of the Cathaolic hierarchy
= ~to the position of young men
like Patsy O°Hara When | stood in
this ity and young men like Patsy
O'Hara were. sant for becauss the
Long Tower church was under
aftsck and so was St Eugene's
cathadral,

“pnd it is tragic, in this time in
gur history, that the Irish peopie,
who for canturies have defanded
thair church and their raligion,
should be, by and large, so sadly
shandonad by it in their hour of
greatest need,

“But as we leave this cematery
today, let us remember the amount
of work that hes to be done. Let
us rémamber that our brave young
men hevs paid the price of their
bold sacrifice, But the prize has yet
to be won, the demands have yet to
e gainad.

“gp we must go oUt, not in a’
spirit of dependancy, wa must 9o
out, not in the spirit of demoralis-
ation, but knowing and taking heart
from the couraga of those who have
shown us tha way, that unity is our
strangth, and that we have shown
by our strategy that it I8 correct to
stick with our single issue and build
the broadest unity possible, to
shame those who would not stand
with us, at teast into silence, and o
continue to win the hearts and
minds and the active support of the
plain people of this country. We
will show those who purpart to
lead It that either they lead us on
the path of justice and freedom or
thay stand out of our way,

FIGHT
* hnd in conclusion, let us never
forget, but let us lpave here know-

ing that a3 we are brothers and sis-

& Aboya and bafow: armed INLA Volurtsers propars to firs tha Final sluste ovar the coffin of thiwir usrade, Patey O°Hars

Ve

ters in @ common fight, so in the
death of our prisoners has every
mother taken each of the four of
them #t her own son, has every
young man and woman taken sach
of the four of them as their own
prother, let us go forward to save
gur other brothers and sisters in
the prisons of Long Kesh and Ar-

asked to pay. And we will continue,
and see that that price was nat paid
in vain.”

magh, lat us 99 fovrweard in unity, in
dignity, and in the knowledge that
we will win.

Thousands of people then filed
past Patsy ('Hara’s grave before
breaking up in the early Evening
sunlight, nursing their grief, and
rursing their anger for another day

*INe have paid the price, we will
not be diverted. And no matter
how great the price may bacome,
it can never be more than the fam-
ilies of our four prisoners have bean
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THE FUNERAL OF
ATSY O'HARA

®, iNLA Volunteers kneel 1o pay their last respects tl?llhgir_ml'ﬂi:_ Patay O'Hara
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Patsy 0°Hara’s body

WHEN the RUC-hijacked corpse of hunger-striker Patsy O'Hara
was eventually recovered from tha RUC in Derry, last Friday |3 o Vi bl &
morning, May 2Z2nd, eight hours after his death in Long Kesh: Voo LS ¥ i J 5]
prizon camp, his family noticed gashes and marks on his face, as : ;
it it had been scratched and beaten.

This dasacration was the climax of distress to, and harass-
ment of, the O'Hara family, which had, like the smear campaign
against the McCreesh family, particularly intensified in the last

days of their son’s lifa.

After Patsy O°Hara died, the
Long Kash prison governor, Stanley
Hilditeh, tofd Mr. James O'Hara
that his sont body would be
brought to Omagh and he would
have w phona the RUC ta find out
It toauld be collected

Wihere

af 440 am. Friday

phone-call from friends i Derry
he house they ware staying at

eifast,

Paisy's beother, Sean Seamus,
| e RUC had phoned
vith 2 messwge for us, if you
voffect this thing, you had
colfect it befare daylight,
otherwise jt /s going to ger dropped
at O'Hara's frant door step.”

“They had =id they were nor
affowing any dayimpht processions,
i we attempred that, then
gy would do, was ke the
dy and drop it by helicopier to
They were wory, very
abusive the whole time,
“The undertakers collecter! thyg
by from Omagh &6 abour s
atlock fn the morming and | took
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esecrate

the body from the undertaksrs to
the frowss.

"When the coffin wes opened
the first thing | poticed was that
Fatsy had & lot of marks around his
nosE — very deep cuts which he
should mot hawe had, He had
hruising on his eyes and apparentiy
therg weve o Jot of marks on fig
body  which  aopesred to be
cigarette bums. | noticed it ana !
=nd, “Look, that was mot there’
Bur iy weg swid to me that maybe in
the heat of the maoment | did not
notice it

“But the minute my mother
walked [, the minute my father
walked in, the minute Jim Daly
walked in, the minute my Ssrer
walked in, sveryome of them s
What happened to Patay? |ners
Were Ao marks on the-body.”

“So whar | think may have
haopensd wes thar they throw
fim head first into a landrover, or
it @ heficoprer. We don’t know
which transported the body fo
Omagh, Thet would allow for the
nom to be brokeh. But [ do not
know how he got the other
Broyises ™

na

AFTER the desths of Francis
Hughes, Raymond MeCreesh,
and Pgtsy O'Hara, the RUC
hijacked tha hunger-strikers"
bodies, on each occasion,
and only conditionally released
that of Francis Hughes to his
family in Belfast, at Forstar
Green Hospital,

A further attempt to hijack
the body on the M2 motor-
way on its way to the Hughes
home in Bellaghy in South
Derry was only thwarted when
an  American camara crew
arrived on the scene, and
witnessed and filmed the armed
hijacking.

T inidertakiers
pubiishod a ful
took  p
have lodg

have since
staterneit an what

n this dent, and
i & stronmg formal coms-
RUL chiet Jack Hermaon

reaiment meted owt
the RUC.
INCORRECT

Thomizs McCusker, of
It. and Darnny MoCusker,
County Dar
tatement through their

ving whal thay

DNCOUS (eports

nedia and incorrect state-

ments by the RUC, ooncerning

thy  removal ol ncis  Hughes®
body from Balfasr

In statement, tho under-

takers exql; hat at shout § p.m,

May 13th, the day

sfrar Framocs  disd, the Hughes
family told them to procesd with
the body v Forster  Green
Hospital and follow RUC land-

h the

rovers for @ direct run
ci'.yi..(

e

imnabilsstian to which  the
pofice referred

“Danny then grabbed the steer-
img whesl amd pee i shoulder
o the pillar of the door to prevent
; fimself being pulled out. Danny
i - pulled By the shint and tie
%@‘ and alse by the hair and ear, The
attemar by the AUC mo o
us from the fearse only cossed
when an American television crew
arrived an the scens.

STOFPED

Nane ol the mourmers inier
vaned as they had been stopped
by the RUC some distance back,
priar o the heasse bwing stopped.
There were then furthes negotiations
between the palice and the Hughes
family, who wid the underiskers
to procead towards Toomebricoe,
Owren Carron {Bobby Sands’ election
agent) came in the hearse during
the rest of tho journay.

“As we carng towards Randals
rown on the M2, the palice directed
us towards the by-pass, oway from
the direction of Tooebridgs. Mr.
Carron asked us to srop the beorse
F0 that he could conswlt further
wiith the famaily

“While he was dowg this, a

o e

police  offfcer  nstructed us o
foifowithe police sseort immedistely.
e told Iim we were onfy there
toing & dsy’s work snd that we
Were IWating fstroctions from the

® Francls Hughes' body lesving Forster Green Hospriad in Belfast undar basvy RUC esco

the door

open, waebbed [homas
by the legs and body and threw

police
[ TR ]

“A  number of  aremed
then ran to the hesrse, to

been no conoversy ot any nature
nemwesn them and the RUC,

gt ouwl wnd stated that they were fie oot of he hearse onto the Hunghves famify,
Afwer about  half-a-mile, how- taking owver,™ the McoCuskers poing rad. fn doing s they tore Bis “At this stage he ordered a
evEr, on he Newtownbreds dual  out. clothes. FHe was dazed a5 & resill landrover fo reverse wp to the

carrisgeway, the landrovers in front “We refused fo gel out andd s3id of  being  manhandied  and  feft hearse and siated that the palice
and behind them stopped, and the  thot we were in charge of the hearse,  lving 80 the rosd. would Iy the coffin in Beliaghy
McCuskers glso stupped the hearse.  Fhomas, who was in fhe paseoger "Danny MeCusker, e diover, Mr. Carronr then refurned with the

frearn ehie Humhes famify
foflow the police escort. We
ff vt BtlEghiT ar’

fact mid  mar bloody
el went ta lock the door

Tho cortege same to a hall not

w=al, in
bemause the hearse was im lised %

then artempred to put the keysof  insfructions
liked, i

mouth  bur  ro
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THE BRITISH ARMY and RUC have continued

their attempts to repress any expression on the
streets of protest or anger at the deaths of the

hunger-strikers.

Thousands of the provenly lethal plastic bullets
have been fired at not just rioters but also peaceful
demonstrators, and, on occasion — when the British

army have felt bored

or the sectarian RUC

unoccupied — at non-protestors.

Hundreds of injured nation-
alist youths have sought back-
street medical treatment rather
than report into their local
hospital becauss of the practica
that such injuries were being
logged in a particular way
that engbled the information
to be used by the RUC w0
frame injured persons on riot
or disorderly charges.

Thus scores of youths who
reported to the Royal Victoria
Hospital  in Belfast were
either arrested on the spot
after treatment or wera picked
up later while recuperating
at home, and charged with
some offence relating to the
sireet protests,

The wss of plestic bullsts has
been, wntil  recently, perceived
interngtionally and by the media,
and almost cartainly by unatfected
sections of middle-class nationalist

poople, a5 being  psychologicelly
=5 oulrsgeous than the use of
live rounds,

They certainly heve that edvent-
ane for the Brits and RUC whila

ehiectively  instilling  terror  and
rinta their nationalist vietims
HORRIFIC

But recemt deaths and injuries
|ingluding the wounding of two
prass man) have more than en-
lightened people 1o the harrific
damage these bullets can cause.
Last week leading Catholie ehurch-
man and the SDLP jolmed the
chorus of growing protests &t the
use of the plastic bullets which
recantly claimed their fourth wictim
in as many weeks — throe of whom
were children.,

Last manth  fiftesn-yesr-okd
Paul Whitters was killed by the
RUC; another Derry youth, Alax
MecLaupghlin, lost an eye, snd o
South Derry man, Brendan Kelly,
hae! his right eye destrayed whan
hit by an RUC plastic bullet in
Maghara.

Earlier this month those Injurad
oy plastic bullats included: fiftean:
year-old Martin Hamill from Turf
Lodge who  kost sight  wha
shul in the head with & plastic
bullet fired by the British army;
sixteen-year-old  Poul Logue 1o
ceived six stitches after being hit
in the tece by the RUC in Derry.
sixty ight-year-okd
Pairick Doherty was

chost and rocuived a  fractured
skull after being ssssulied: Belfas
mother-af-six,  Mra. Bridget Me
Guire received & wound to the head
which needed twenty-six stitches
aftor _boing shot by the RUC;
tourteen-year-old Julle Livingstone
shot dead by the British army In
Belfast; thirty-six-year-old  Alfred
Parker needed sixtcen stitches tw
his head; fifteen-year-ald Darmien
Marrow, Belfasi, suffered brain
damage;  four-and-s-half-year-old
Dravid Medden received six stitches
to a head wound; and five-year-old
MWeil  Lymagh  rmeceived a serious
teg wourd after being shot by
the RUC.

DEATHS

The attacks on nationalist
people continued last week with
two more innocent deaths, twelve-
vear-old Carol-Ann Kelly in Bel-
fast, and father-of-szeven and
widower, forty-five-yesr-old, Harry
Duffy in Derry, smong countles
others injured.

Last Tuesday the RUC in 2
major propaganda offensive held a
press  conference and  compared
the seemingly-innocent  plastic
bullet with nail bombs and petral
bombs and an RPG7  rocket
launcher, a#s if the plastic bullet
was their anly defencs, and ignored
the military hardware thay have
at their disposal and which they
Lse,

Mast of thizs propsganda was
overturned by a press conference
in Belfast on Thursday sponsored
by the Asociation for  Lesol
Justice and addressed by Fathers
Denis Faul who cetalogued the
|atast deaths and injuries,

In resetion to the death of
Carol-Ann Kelly the mothers of
Twinbrook have called for an
inguiry, while AUC chief Con-
stabla Jack Hermaon, who has been
masruerading 8= an 'enlightened
policeman’ for the purposes of
normalisation, dropped his mask,
supported the us of the lethal
bullets and said they would remain
inuge.

The following sxamples show
just how lethal “the plestics’, as
the kids ol nationalist Belfast call
them, can actually be.

TURF LODGE
Twinbrook was not the only Hetfast
area to suffer st the hands of Britsh
ard AUC gunmsn,
O Friday, May 22nd, the Biiush
ammy, bving inambush in Fiedds oppogins
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Turf Lodge, opengd firg on two bays
fecin ihe arsa, saiously Inpring one
of tham, Tharm had heen some hijacking
in the srea before the shooting and the

Brits en iz im an artEmpt w justity
the shooting.
Huweever, mwjor discrepanciee were

immedzataly appamnt In the Briy san
ment. Tha Brits stated that boih bovs
were shot while attempting 1 hi
car, yet they wers  sanding 150 wards
wpart wihen ey wesa shor, Tha Brits
clesmed that both boys were armed,
despite the fact that the Grits had them
shor, ewd surmunded  before  local
mesidents arrived, ony one kand sun wes
Tpand and this BROCIed i be 30 &ir

pigtol.
Winar i clear is that the shooting
of the two boys wes 8 preme el

rmurbar arempt with the Brits st
{ha area out o this end.

A5 8 result of the shooting, fifreen
vearold schoolboy Jos Greene, who has
e biothers om  the blanker, was
serousty injured with two bulists i the
back. Pat Domnelly, aged seventeen, was
aleo hit twice, once in the stomech and
once in the wrist.

:]

ARDODYNE

In  Ardoyne, fifteenyearold Paul
Lavelle wes the victim of a plastic bufat
tired by Brits on the night of Friday,
May 18th. He wis struck on the head
and despits an amergency brain opar-
anion there i stll 2 possibility 1hat he
May not SurVive.

Paul Lavelle had gone o DUV &
vortle of milk at around T0 em. when
he welked into a minor ror, His father,
Mr. Patrick Levalie, says that the solders
trailed his 800 up an entry beside the
GAA glub in Flax Strest “Hi was gulied
i and  kicked sod  punched,  Wihen
he man away ithe (rongs fired  after
him  from poiar biank  range, feiling
Pawi in the head,™ wxgrlains his fathar,

Al on Frecsy, May 18th, school
children in 1hé Ballymurphy area wers
again the waeget af British plustic bullas,

evar-year-old Joseph Mallan from
Divismore Cresoent, wes faiuming homsa
from sehoal at 3.30 pm, when British
soidiers trawelling in a ssrachn o the
Springlield  Foad opaned fire, injuring
WOl Jgaaph @ 1ha s, He was taken 1o
mogpitsl  where ho was  treated for
lgcerations end several severs bruises.

On Toesday Maxy 15th, two sarseens
wemre morving dowen the 'Whiltorocs Road
o the adga of the Balhwmurphy estate at
430 p,m. A plastic bullet was fined from
one of the armoured  ows, sliking
thirissn-year-old  Kavin McLausghlin on
rhe head, Kevin had been sitting alons
an fencing near Rie evne, An ambufance

bk 1y hogpital with gevena hiead
injuriss,
BEECHMOUNT
On threw Goisecilive  nights, Bt

&l ALC patrols srationed around the
Fatls Rood,Beechmount fAvsnsus unction
wiounded bocal people in further ghoot-
ing witachs,

At 10,45 pom. an Friday, May 154
minetecn year-old Damien  McKeanma
from Beschanolnl wed refurning home
trom & night nut with twa frisnds.

Az they passed Daly's gorsge on
the Falls Foad, = Brit fired st them
wiTh & plastic bullat, Bamien was siruck
an tha head behind the right ear and
felt to the ground. His two friends who
o help him were cwsed sy
Brits s RUC wha waiin i 1he

Bt
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and an RUC man wha then procseded
to kigk him unconscigus, He woks up

later im the Hoval \ectoria Hospital
whare he received trestmnt for  his
injures, includi ary #litches o the

wiound belind b

~abrys it fpty bourg ol dBunday 2 Bl S

17mn,  meanty - tessyearald  Eugen
Meill akso fram Beschamound, wiss i
the same spet. The Briss sioppec
seearghead him and Them asked his
and aidregs, which he gove. The
wern  at this time arresting an
R T T T e T
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vuuth and whan Eugsne inquired after
the youth he wes wid it wasn't hig
haigiresgs”,

He  pardisted in questioning  the
Brits. ungil, gie . ofthem  cocked < is

K

® PALILINE MAGEE

@ LiAM GILMORE

suiciers

dragged alang ihe rosd by 3 Bt vehicls

kmocked  pncomsciops By Brtish

L % SARAH WILDY
& NOEL McGUINNESS #hut in slomach by a Briv-tired
attacked by cight soldiers PRI belicy

¥ MARGARET McDONALD '® PATRICK DOMNELLY
ot in stomach by RUC fred piasoic biiet Shot im stomach by British army

® ROSALEEN McGEE
received. 3 broken arm frem et
fired plastic buliet

® PAUL LAVELLE
shot By o plagtic bullet and despite
AT SMETGETTY SPTRMON o iors sl
Mré may nat suevive

S
® THOMAS TORNEY

suffered 2 broken arm from a
Brivdired plastic bulier

® CIARAN RICE
wigtim of plastic buller

rifle ‘aied shar Ewgene st point hlank
ranga i the thigh with g live ro g,
Eugeme fall to the ground stunned, ana
win then Takev to hospital,

The bullsn passed  sweaisht through
hie leg, and doctars wold him that had it
struck a bone he would almest cartainiy
han last his righe leg.

‘On Sundsy svening, The Beschmauny,
Broadway arsss were again the scone
of |ndiscriminaie Brit shoating, There
had ba=n minor riotieg in the aree and
Brit patrole were ouchanging insuly
with a group of young bovs.

Mrs. Sarah Wildy, 8 arandmather
from the Si. Jeres’ ares, wes passing
Our Lay's Hospiwl just a5 the Brits
Prapured o leave the sree. As they
climbsd into their armoured car une of
them fired & plagtic  bullt which
struck rs. Wildy gn the left side of her

=Mpvedr Lrammeh. Sk colapbed and ' wak

tmken to tha Royal Victorls Hospitsl in
an amibulancs,

THURSDAY

Al 610 aom, on Thursday morning
fifteenasar-old schooigirl Margarer Mc
Elorum was the first vietim when ghg
was struck by & bullet at the junction
of ths New Looge Roed and Lepper
Strect, She was on her way to a public
rosary  for Raymond MgCressh who
hed just died; Margarct wee teken o
hofpital where ghe was trRatad for a
wound 10 hier lower hack,

Anaother  fifisen-yearald  gill was
alsn @njured whan  the Britsh sy
cpenad firg with plagtic bullets In whe
Markets ares. A large erowd of women
hgd been banging bin lids when the
Brits opened up.

Merle McKerman, who wa P & The funaral of Joo Lynch, killed by an RLUG landrover

77

U (etntinued an Dex page)
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méar her home, was struck on Ine chagg
by one ot thess bulbets,

Mrg. Kethlasn  Henng g twenty-
fourearold mother-of-two was injured
d the same incident when ome
of the bullets struck her on 1he heed.
Hoth Marie MeKarnan and  Kathleson
Hanna ware taken 1o hospital, Mrs
Hanna's wound needed tweive stitches.

FRIDAY
Early an Friday rmorning, Tormny
Cupples frum the Short Straml sees

Beligst wus weriously injured
wisg hit 1hrea timns by plastic
d by RUC men.
Me, Cupphes, & hey-Twd-year-add
Fathm otfnnin, wes ot Ianking for one
of his children and was walking =lomy
s owee wall s~ |
n was galng on |
aras At thi time. RUC men ina
=r passing e the street opeesd
hisn Ihres Limes, Ha
taksn 10 hospital whers hoowas
red for injuries to his eyes, armm,
wnd butlocks. Ha ale raguired
Ty §1iTches 10 a head wouwnd,
Mr. Cupples has  sulfered  threa
epileptic fils ginge the incident, abl of
wihich are a direct resule of his plastic
sibler injuries.
L the same time in West Belfasm,
Hosaleen Melzee, a  mother-of-
theee from the Grosvenor Roed eres,
wias standing with & groun of women
at the corner ol Grosvenor Piece, Thi
wdrmen) wers banding b Gids InA peast-  amper gy pow Feman bastardst The
tul protese a0 the gegth of Raymond  ponnanen came round mow and again
McCreesh and  Patsy O'Hara. Plastic  ang shourss thitgr such & Three
bullets warre Tired st Use woenen 20M 8 phears  for Bohby Seody” sad ‘Tome
passing RLIC landrovar, an dowe and e the monkeys’ and orhar
Mrs. McGee was struck on the arm.  seepanian bigatry. Nearly everyome who
with which she was protecting Mer Y808, o o tho cago with me had injuries
and v detsined w hospital whErR g re Bearings or dog bites.
surpery was carried out o bar g, “ was then brought to Townhal

Doctors told bar ther the bane in her oo 0 e 1wy snargad with riotous
tornarm was badiy shattered. Dehrawiorar. ™

FALLS KILL

Early aon  Friday -morning, whils I 1h& sami arse the Tollowing night
min lads were still being bengsd w0 intafm  Rrigah goidiers arempren 0 knock
peaps ol e deeth of Pawy O'Hard,  gon and kill ten teenagers,
Margarer McDonald from the Lows Pauline Magee snd & friend, George,
Fails arca was shot in the stormech =1 o returning home to Bomsbey Streat
a range of about two yards by & plastic having just lelt the chip shop &t the
bullet. Mot beiny able to skep sha hed o0 o Springtiekd Foad and Springs
gone up fo the Falle Road and arrived  woy auania, An gy wehicle which
just g2 ain AUC landrover sppeoached. wis travelling on the wrong side of the

She atternpted to take cover behind  ood Qlss drove up onto the pevement.
vaall of 3 convent but the landrowear The two woung people were Unabls 0
s ol ug end g RUC men gallad o0 pag off tha pavamant in vima and A l=ngth
her rn ocome nur. She sepped DUT  of pgried waire which was hanging from

mmediately to let them know that she  the wehicle wrappsd itsell First sround
wits A woman and when ghe cams intg Gerge, who muneged o pull it off,
wisw the RUC man opened fire 0n PEr oo ihan around Bauline,
hatting her in the stomach. Two youths who saw the incidant
fe s il under medicel obsi-  gecuming smid thet 1he wehicie was
WAl and will probably read 8 skin jravalling ar such 3 speed that they
araft for her wound, could actually sse the sparks from tha
barbed wire which wes rreiling along
McGUINNESS the ground. Psuling was dragged along

Moel MoGumnegs, woo tueg in Forr the yround for st beast fitiean 1o neenry
Street aoff the Springficid Road, was vards, and recsivad outs and heuising,
returping hoane  in the sarly hours of
Fritay, Muy 22nd, and was welking up LEESON 5T.

Clonard Srront - when e wes amiecked Dwring the H-Block protesta on
e streess  in the warly hosirs following
+ the annguncament of Patsy O Hers's
“Thay d‘rmd me &0 MWEST iy deatn  on Friday, May 21=, Britlsh
yards whila ar tha swme ome kicking soldinrs and AUC men, besides kalling
me and besting me with their beetors. | and wounding = numbar nf civilian,
wad puT info the hack of a0 semy valisls  went berssrk breaking into  peopla's
ang was mleds to fie on the floor, Tha housas,
soldiers than procoedad o stand wpan In Lecson Sirest in Belfean galdiers
me and cantinually abuse rve while ! Groke inte Lhe home of Mrs. MoAnoy
wid Défng token to SOefngRald Aoad  aftar her  pighteen-psar-uld - grandsen,
parracks, When [ wak /o BAc wehicle | Brondan anmd hig frignd. They kicksd
haard & femals woicw sy sovmatiing [l the bottom woodan panel of the hall
Kill the fonian bastard, we've pot him doge snd deliberately smashed the 1p
now? By the time § arrived ot Sprineffeld glass panel,
Hawed barrscks some of my outer chothing In the fiving room they  sampt
had hean torn eompletely off me, omaments off the tefevision and Mrs,

i was then taken to Hastings Street  MocAnoy, who is not long out of hosaital,
wire | wat put i @ Cage WILH twelvs  was hit on the feg by & enidier as he
other man. There wers holgs fn the roof  ran gut-to the yard. Her grandson and
of the cage and as it ways raining hesvily hig trignd were frailed owt of Tha house
we asiced if we capld Ae gaken o another and brought o Hastings Strest RUC
rovam,. The. - policemsn:-omiy. answered

~barracks whess. thay ware: charged: with .

toock him to hospital was wrecke
Brits & it re-sntered Ardoyns,
E20) worth of domags was done §
vehicle and the three sttendsnls
asairad by tha British army patrol

MARKETS

During the early hours ot F
morning homes in both the Anc
: 2 and the Markets amass wore delibe
il - . wzcked by the Eritish army.
Brendan MeMally from the B
- = s wes aresstad after plastic bullen
N fiwed ar fies doar.

SO The Tollowing night the Bri
: A it = turned o throatened  his  wite,
i e S Mugls McMally amd her two e
"~ 5 J saying that if any perrel bombs
thrown in the sea that naht
g g they would return and stlack tF
: Mally homs,

O Sawrday night, at B30 p
group af woung boys weme §E
at the junction of Araadale Stree
the Antrim Roed in Beifast. An
wndraver  passed  them  sevaral
before finaily opening firc. Paul
sivmons, @ fifteen-year-old  boy
the Mew Lodus maa, was hit o
batr aym,

He was taken to hospital o
imemadiste  surgary  was  carried
& second operation the foliowdn
succiaged in mving his eye altl
axtanaive gkin grafts will be necesss

LYNCH
In the norh of the city o
voung  natlenalist, Joe  Lynch

i I : ' the Antrim Rosd wes misiens
Finlous behaviur. back fram g kooal chub 2t eround 100 oe Boe 0 the Oidpark ares on

in tha FHI'JV hours lni Friday & major Mo then  went to Ll'.‘l"-ﬁ-cl.“ili ety doy, May Zrd, when a2 Mo
confrontation was taking place between  doughier who  WiRe  babysitting  but delberoaty driven Into hbm.
logal youths and the British army i hawving only walked yards fram his home doe wes walking o bl e
tha Ascdhoyna area of Narih lfnlfarar_ her wegs 321 upan by six Britih soldiers Iexme-in the Bons sreaatabout11.3
Unable to come to grips with the  wno knocked him wnconsclous and o Oldpark Foed was clear of 1
Young roters te Brita wnted heic  preceded 10 kick him as he lay on the bui 8k he began to cros tha o
frugration upon anyone thoy could lay  ground. His injurcies nesdail 8 ol of RUC bindoover came spesding 1

the=ir hands on ninetesn stitehas and he is sl in hos- - .
Linen Gilmors, who wos eslabratiog  pingl I::;ﬂpark from the Crumlin Road
his thirtysixth birthday, had just come The Saint Lararus ambulance which 100

it drove streight 8t Jo= L
D R hitting him s tha Ballynure
cormer and dragging him for gver
wards alang the ground, Tha lan
sped on up the Oidpsrk Foad an
Oldpark, HUGC  barracks, lesawing
tying eeriously injured on  the
Ha died from his injuries afher adn
w hosplml.

Loeal  eye-witnessag  are ad
thar the killing was s defiberal
calculzted  mwsder, and not '8
accident’ 88 tha RIUC hawe claimad

SERIOUS

Dwrieg  the  weekend  thara
again . many  seriGus injuries cau
plastic bullsis,

Lest Supday, May 24h, sour
vearold Thore Torney from
murphy was sseng a local elub)
aftar midnight when Britg In a ¢
traveliing alora tha Whiterock
fired & palstic bullat,

Thomas Tormay was struck |
builer which firstly Tesstured b
arm and then, giancing off, strug
on the right s#ge of the groein,
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% The Dary man who died lrom plastic bullat wounds recsived during riatieg In 2 ’:—!rmu::mkn:ﬂ n“:::lsl;m' fn'rﬂa'u:
% the Bogside after the duaths of Aleymond McCreesh and Patsy O'Has, was forty. il wall mesed - medieal  tHsaEN
i Frvepear-old Hurry Dutty, from Benewenagh Gardsns in the Creggan estate. il

% He wee hit by a plastic bullet i the chegt and by 3 further plastic bullet In “"E; "lm' gtwmoon of Sunday
3 the boft tomple, which split open his skoll resulting in = messive Inss of Hood. He 24t 8 twele-month-old bot
§§ mxm::h: &ue:lmamwm SR chowe . A WheEe I At sy became the youngssl wetim
i and disd,

% Hary Duffy came to five in Darry, from his native Dundslk, several years ::::é'da z':“'; :':':r ?:':‘:[:
féw il was known locally s "Harry Dundalk’. His wilk Bright dind in November £ PUNEE & BT 208 S50 000

1877, lzaving him w bwing up their goven childran akome,

Hu wes @ scrap mond dealer by trade snd was 0 famitiar sighy, puahing a

wihealbarrow and biowing a whistie, in the Creggan estate.

Maveriicioss, despite baing  given permession by local peogle, ho always
resnluiely refused o feMove velusDle scrap from becricades, saving that yourd
,_.. peuple had riskad thair lves to build the barricadas end he did not wish 10 make
% monay out of it
3 His popularity, and Darry’s desp sanse of griel, were demonstrated by the
¥ large crowd of sbout 8 thousand people who foligvead his coffin fram 3t Mary's
% church in Creggan to the city cemetery, for burial on Saturday, He was buried
¥ in the ssrme piot g5 hif wite. Dnly howrs before the burial sarvice Herry 5 three
3£ poungest children hed made their first Holy Comerumion.

o

e

Burnz had besn put Inio a pram
mather.

At ground 345 pom., Tem
army saracens acrived 10 clear th
The Brits had & clear wiow of th
af thay pughed the burni-out
wards i1, A neighbour seaing wh
happening  lifted baby Dolom
just befors the pram was crished
the wall of the house. The Bri
apparently greatly amused and |
at Mrs. Burns whe was obvious

siressed.
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~GIRL’S HEAD CAVED IN-
—BY PLASTIC BULLET

British army C""’(";ﬁr; sy
SIaY Murdered
young girl

[
by British troops
FTER the death of young Julie Livingstone a fortnight ago and the injuring

[ several other school children by plastic bullets, Brit and RUC patrols
ave injured a further five children, one of them shot twice in the back with
e rounds. One of the most outrageous shootings was the killing of twelve-
aar-old Carol-Ann Kelly, from the Twinbrook area of West Belfast, who
as struck on the head and fatally wounded by a plastic bullet fired at a

nge of several yards.

Carol-Ann had been coming
t of a shop in Aspen Park
h two friends at 3.30 p.m.
Tuesday, May 18th. She
5 carrying a carton of milk
ich her mother had sent
o the shops to fetch,
He werg Tew people on
streel when five British
¥ jeeps entered the areg.
* Brits were clearly in a
e of agitation and were
uting comments at the
dents such as, “we’ll get
| for our five mates to day’
reference to the soldiers
© by the IRA in South
saghl).

BULLETS
& they came to the spot where
d-Ann was standing, the Brite
e first two jusps opened fire
plastic bullets and without
| i Carol-Ann's  two
od for cower but Cargl-

was not so fortunate,

e was struck in the head by
bullets and knocked
'Whan

at the

nscious locsl people

shael Kally, Caral-Ann's brother,
o the shopping sk was carmying

ieached  har  she  was bleeding
prafusely from the wound, Neigh-
bours called an ambalance which
arrived  after fiftean minutes, the
delay being caused by tha British
army whao  initially sent it EWay
fram  the scene, Carol-Anm was
taken to hospital where she was
oparated on, and survivad on 3
lite-support maching until her death
on Friday, May 22nd.

Mrs.  Kathleen  Robinson, g
neighbour wha travelled with Cargl-
Ann and her mather to the hospital,
also withessed the incident. She
stated: “Thiz young child was shot
far absolutely no resson. Thers
WaF no rouble n the arga at the
time. Rioting anly began sfter the
Erits shot Carol-Ann,

The British army had said that
the young girl was shot when 3
local school  which  was  being
préparad for the local gavernment
elections the following day was
attacked. And “the rioting which
broke out in the estate was a3
dirgct response to the shooting
wehiich occurred  several  hund-
red yards trom the school.

Tha shaating provoked an angry

respunse from local residents and
intense rioting took place in the
area throughout the night. During
this tieting the Brits seized every
apportunity o ettack and boutalise
nationalist civilians, men, wormen
and children,

BRITS

Fionnuala McDannell, a twenty-
seven-yaer-old mother-of-five, from
Twinbrook, was attending a protest
at the shooting of young Carol-Ann
amd was with 8 group of women
banging bin lids outside the schogl
which the Brits had occupied,
when &t around 10 pen. three
saracens, with Brits walking along-
side, gntered the estete,

The Brits come undar petrol
bomb and stone attack gt the
Aspen Park side of the-astats. But
they moved on round to the school
whare the protest was pescaful.
As they neared the schoa| the
Brits made 4 baton charge at the
women, firing plastic bullets as
they cama,

- One of the soldiers grabbed
Mrs. McDonnell, screamied obscen-
ities &t hor, held her by the waist
and batoned her across the head.
She: was then kicked to the grownd,
Mrs. Melonnell was taken to hos-
pital bleeding from a wound to
ihe head which required 4 stitches.

Some two hours  atar forty-
elght-year-old Michael Mulhofland,
a father of five from the estata,
was the victim of a vicious assault,
He was standing at St Luke's
chapel, only yards from his lane,
when a Brit snetch squad artacked
warnan whe were banging bin lids,

Mizhael Mulholland was dragyed
o the ground whers he was kicked
and besten by several Brits. He
was then pulled into a sarscen
wherg the assault continued, The
Hrits finally throw him out and he
was teken home. On examination
his doctor called for an amiwlance
and he was detained in haspital
with bad injuries o his side, legs
and back,

Whilst on the rampage the
Brits  daliberately drove through
the recently.erected moemorial to
Volumteer Bobhy Sands MP, whase
harmie was in Twinbrook.

® iighr: twalve-
vearold  Carol
Ann Kally: armed
above: pictured in
hercoffin, herface
badly bruised by
the impaet of the
plastic bullet
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@ Barricades on the Fallp Road, Bolfast, within minutes of the nows of Patgy

O'Hara"s death

HGHTING
BAGK

A WEEK of sporadic but often fierce rioting followed the
funeral a fortnight ago, on Friday 15th May, of hunger-striker

Francis Hughes, leading up to the pitched battles which broke

out on Thursday wesk, May 21st, and the following day,
Friday, with the news that Raymond McCreesh and Patsy O’'Hara

had died.

In Belfast, Divls Flats" rasidents
maintainad their staunch resistance
to British army and RUC incurs-
ions, and 2 rioting broke out
i oiher nationalist sreas, the
British  forces found  themselves
under growing prassura in trying to
deal with the outbreaks of pop-
ular rosistoncs,

The participation of increasing
mumbers of adults in the rioting is a
tremd which hegan following the
first H-Block desth, of Bobby
Sands, and which has continued
ower since as more and more people
become  increasingly  bitterly frus-
he intransigent stance of
the British government.

TWINBROOK

During the evening of Tuesday
19th May, following the death of
five Brits in an IRA ambush in
South Asmagh, the British army
enterad the nationalist cstate of
Twinbrook in some force and it wag
immuodiglely clear that they ware
seeking some sort of revanga.

Carol-Ann Kelly, a twelve-year-
abd girl, was struck on the head by
a plagtic hullet which shattered her
skull, causing her death three days
later in hospital.

The senscless wounding of the
woung girl provoked an angry res-
ponse in the ared and @ night of
interse rioting  followed  with
numerous  petrol  bombs  raining
down on British army and RUC
wehicles. Snatch squads stayed well
away from the danger areas con-
centrating their attacks on women
banging binlids. Heavy rioting con-
tinued well into the early hours of
Wednezday maorning.

NEWS
Howewer, early on Thursday
morning, as binlids again carried
the news of death in the H-Blocks,
the local outbreaks became full-
scale  confronmations, as rioting

broks out im MNewry, Strabane,

Derry, - Dunganmon  and  overy
nationalist area of Belfast.

Ower twenty larries,
commandesred  from  the Bass

Charrington brewery on the Glan
Rosed in west Balfast, wore used to
barricade the Andersonstown area
and intense rioting broke oul as
Brits attempted to move into the
Wre,

Fierce bartles wers also fought
out in Twinbrook, the Lower
Falls, Turf Lodge and Ardoyne as
showers of pelrol bombs relned
down on RUC and British army
patrols.

The time of the death of
Raymond  MeCreesh,  early  on
Thursdasy morning, meamt that
much of the rioting was shart
lived, but as crowds gathered and
petrol bombs were being prapared
on  Thursday might,” far & re-
commancamant of the batthes, the
nimws hroke that Patsy O'Hara had
alen died, twenty-one hours after
his comrade Raymond. This doubls
blow brought binger crowds than
aiEr i,

In Derry, fiftean blast bombs
were used in eddition to over two
hundred petrol and acid bombs,
Half-a-dozan Brits were injured by
shrapmel and others burnt & petrol
bombars stored dircet bits. Several
shops were also sel alight by the
rioters while the Brits, stretched to
their limit, could take no sction 1o
sava tha buildings Trom destruction.

BARRICADES
In Belfast, barricades again went

. up, as more and mare people ook

to the swests. Scwres of petrol
barmbs were thrown at British army
wehicles as they attempted to move
along the Andarsonstown Road,

In Bailymurphy, heavy attacks
were again made on the Henry
Taggart barracks and rloting also
brake out in the Short Strand and

Ormeau Road areas.

In Ardoyna, the entrances to the
area ware secured and defended,
with barricades of burning vehicles
acrogs many streets. British army
amd RUC patrols leaving the Obkd-
park barracks came under haavy
attack in tha Bone area,

On the Falls Road, at Beech-
mount and at Dunwille Park, hun-
dreds of masked youths launched
wavas of attacks um the Brits and
the RUC wha were vainly attampt-
ing to control the situation.

NIGHTLY

Rioting -~ continued  over  the
weekerad in many nationalist aress,
proving to be much longer lived
than after . the previows fwo
H-Block desths.

In Derry, Strabame, and Newry,
and in the Ardoyne, Bone, Andar
somstown, Marketzs and  Clonard
areas of Belfast, rioting continued
on a nightly basis with many
barricadas in place

in Derry, following the funaral
of Patsy O'Hara on Monday,
another night of heavy rioting
broke out with blast bombs being
thrown. Over two hundred potrol
nombs were also used during the
battles which took place in several
areas including  William  Street,
Creggan, and Shartallow, and at
Rosermount barracks. Hioting also
pcodrred  in Newry on Monday
night.

Blast bombs are being usud more
axtensively this week amd new in-
yredients are being added to the
petrol bombs as the rioting clearly
becomas mare popular, more or-
ganised, and more sophisticated.

The British government must
surely real i

@ Brovwery lorries bleza on Belfas’s G

policy in the H-Blocks, and the
brutality of its gunmen on the
stréets, that they are sowing the
seeds of the eventual destruction
of British rule in the occupied six
coumties,

They are creating in avery nat-

ben Roed, atter Raymond MeCrassh's ¢

ionalist area an army of r
and experienced strest fight
army the ranks of which o
o pwell, with many incre
demanding to take up more
ive weapons than mere stor
patrol bombs.




Y SEAN DELANEY

THE night of Thursday week, May
21st, and sarly naxt Friday marning,
witnessed soma of the most intansa
rioting Derry has yot sean during the
H-Block hungar-strike, after tha daaths
earliar on Thursday of, first, Raymond
McCreesh, and then, just before mid-
night, of Derryman Patsy O'Hara.

During the riating, which |asted for
almost five hours, a forty-flee-year-old man
receiverl plastic bullet injuries from which he
later died, several others were taken to the
Altnagelvin Hospital in Derry or the Royal
“ictoria Hospital in Belfast where they are
1, and wall over one
G TR 1 less sorious injuries
'or .'\.'hlc:h thay were tregted by emergency
first aid wolunteers in the Bogside,

Tansion began to rise in nationalist Derry
warly on Thursday when news broke of the
of Raymaond McCreesh. Then, in
ation  af  rialing, patrolling * Brits
warned Bogside yowths: “We'll lesve you
plenty of casuaitizs before we go’.

But it was only whan that death was
fallowed, arourd midnight, by news of tha
desth of Patsy O'Hara, that rivting began in
aarnest

CONFRONTATION

As 5000 as that news came, groups of nat-
ionalist  youths  began  filtering  from
neighhouring  ghetwoes  down  inle  the
Bogside, on the fringes of which confron-
tation with massive coniingents of Brits and
RUC wa ady beginning.

The: first heavy salvoes of plastic bullet
had been fired by blosd-crazed AUC men as
soon a3 the bin-lidding began 1o announce
the doath, (many rounds being zimed at
windows of houses, bur they ware soon to
be met by & solid wall of resistance from

nationalist youth — agsisted by the people of
the Bogside — hurling petrol and acid
bombs. and bla
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in the rioting that ensued, virtually all the
injured received plastic bullet wounds sbove
the walst, and @ wery high proportion
swffered haad wounds evidence of a
daliberate policy by Brits and RUG toin
flict mairmum injurics an iolers,

Far from deterring Derry's  fiercely
determined nationalist yowth, however, they
paused only long enough to drag away their
injurad comrades bofore again regrouping to
drive out the Brigs

FIRST-AID

One of the most interesting developments
has been the emergenes of first-aid posts in
the Bogside and Creggen, manned by local
youths wha hawe received basic instruction
in treating riot injuries.

Mest injured rioters fiatly refuse to go to
Altnagelvin Hospital in the loyalist Water-
side, both becsuse ol the cermainty of
coiming Lo the attention of the RUC If they

o because they are crifical of the

redical attention thay receive there.

Instead, Thursday night’s injured — with
the cxception of four or five critical cases
were laken to two licst-gid posts in the
Bogside, manned by over forty wolunteers
The posts also use two white vans converted
to act as ambulances, the Altnagelvin
Hospital ambulancos  being  notoriously
reluctant Lo enter Lhe Bogside,

Aceording to volentary medical workers
the injuries susrained on Thursday night
were worsa ewen than those during the
ficroest rioting in 1969,

Al one Togl-ad  post alone, oves a
hundred casualties streamed in and out
through the night. Many had head injuries,
the majority  reguired .  stitching  and
baradaging. One tioter had o ball Dearing dug
out of his shoulder, and many people wha
hied been struck by plastic bullets axparienced
burning, n rise w the belief that the
bullets have been coated with acid or a
caugtic mbstance baelone Hring,

night the people of tha

B @ Atrer Pariy O Mara's funeral

Bogside responded in support of the imilitant
tioters with @ supply of blankets for the
wounded, and tea and food for everyons.

Immediately aller being trested for in
uries, thoss that could returned to the
frant-line of rasistanca. Otficially, the Brits
end RUGC admitted only six casualties among
their number, but reports from  inside
Almagubvin Hospital indicate a far higher
total than that,

The resistance of the Derry rioters,
responde 1o the deaths of the two hung
strikers, went on wall into Friday moming.

Their parsistance amd courage i riots
since thi de of Bobhy Sands has already
given them an  unparallelled  repu
amongst the nationalist youth of
counties

A3 ome valuntary medical worker said of
their delesmination: "Many of them didn®
realise [thd been hit, they were so full of

n
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® Riotclad gardai protect the Eritish embassy after the death of Bobby Sands

—Anger and frustration—
Free State

celiations of holidays, as did the B. and 1.
line shipping company, and Acr Lingus &
akso expressing concern.

Foliowing the Dublin riots and, even
without the rioting, the frequent marches
through tha city centre, Dublin stores,
cinemas and hotels were complsining of
reductions in business of betwesn 20% and
30%, and were calling for all future demon
strations 10 ba banned in the city cemire
and only allowed in the Phoenix Park|

In the midst of all this turmail, and in
1o the growing presure, Fres

[ 8v¥ kEvin BUBKE

MILITANT expressions of anger and
frustration, which arose in the twenty-
¥ counties when it became obvious,

following the death of Bobby Sands,
that further hunger-strikers would be
sllowed to die, continuato be evidenced
by 8 number of arson attacks.

The random uncontrolled roting in
Dublin, which dominated media coverage

; TESpONIES
of protests following the first two deaths, State premier Charlic Heughey - still
has, however, not besn = since the night dotermined not to yield in the direction

of Wednesday 13th May.

The Dublin riots, which because of their
spantaneity and ndiscipline resultad mainky
in savage allacks on protestors by riotclad
dai and random damage to properly,
have anily bean provenmied a1 the expense
of cancolling mapor  protest marches  in
[Dihling, particulary at night.

The decizion by the Mational H-Block!
Armagh Conwmittes to cool down the

of taking action aimed at British premier
Margaret Thatcher — called @ dramatic
‘spcurity’ mesting on Monday 18th May.
Inwidved in the meeting with Haughey were
his Minister for Justice Gerry Collins, the
Garda Commigsionsr and  several  senior
qardai.

In the courss of & statement issued
later, Haughey excused the vicious attacks
by gardai an protestors and passars-by in
the course of the Dublin riots. He went aon
o build up the incidents as being @ eause
for public concern for general safety rather
than being & clear axpression of public
eoncern ahout the hunger-strikers.

IRA

In a statement issued through the lrish
Republican Publicity Burmu i Dublin
the IRA commented on the meating anc
subsequent statamant:

“Charles Haughey’s high-fevel  security
mesting over a wave of lawiessness” in the
fisrity-slx counties is merely @ diversionary
exarcise to draw atfention from his e
ness and collaboration in the face of ungaing
Britegh Imtransigence and callousness toward!
the hunger-strikers in Long Keah, in an
attempt to consuivaie s election prospects.

“Mis attempt n divert public attentior
from his failure to meet the nationaliz
peogles expectation in this regard 5 i
further clear indication of his intention t
continue  with  his pro-Beitish  amti-repol
licanism and anti-H-Blnck MArmagh stance,

“The sporadic and spontaneous incldent
whicl fie exagperatedly alpvates fo 8 ‘wawn
of fawlessness” are no more Wi s righteou

rally in Dublin, with extended and
stowarding, will show the move to have
suncnssiul,

REASONS

At a major indoor meeting in Dublin's
Mansion House on Friday 22nd May, the
uxplained To &n aTtentive gudience
thi reasons for ity determination to continue
sk 115 campaign on the poacctul mas
mabilisation of people amd organisations.
I strossed thal rioters were not being
[ mned  but that it was a matter ol
strategy, particularly with involwement of
campaigners in  the Free Stste election
campaign, that the committes would not be
diveriad from its planned aims.

The campaipn of the National H-Block!
Armanh Committes has one objective only:
the single issue of sawving the lives of the
by gaining their demands.
AMpAIQN 15 ot going to take on the

@ A major indoor meating, in Dubfin’s Mansson Houss on Friday 22nd May, resffirmed the National
H-Block/Armagh Commitiee"s statagy of peaceful mass mebilisations
o set tire to the Woolworth's store in Bray,
Gounty Wicklow.

On Saturday 18th May, the eight-hundred-
wear-old ancestral homa of the Earls of
Fingal, Killeen Castle at [unshaughlin in
County  Meath, was cxtensively damaged
by fire earky in the morning. In Slina, there
was an attempt to set fire to the Church
of Iroland cathedral.

Bray in County Wicklow was the scens
of another attack on Tussday 19th May,
] when major fire damage was avertad at the
added task of conducting the revelutionary ot courthouse by the speedy arrival
:JDhElQ\.'al Morth and South whltﬁ x:n_'ne r!r of the fira brigade,
itz tiny wltra-lefrist hangers-on imagine 15 On Tuemlsy night, protsstors,
possitle,

mainly

ket e Motbondl HBloek? from Danegal, crossed the border ai Belleek,
winlsr the ational H-Rlock)

However, wh where an Ulsterbus was taken over and marnifestation of nationalist anger toward
Armagh Committes has thus matlirmed s degtroyad by fire. A riot lasting for an hour the Britfeh government and (esentment o
posinn, there have beén @ number of  fylowed during which plastic bullets were Haughey's  idieness and  collaboration

mdependent actions around the Fres State
aimed mainly at British-owned property or
the historic remains of Britain's physical
prasenc.

through his silence an the prisoners” fiv
demands in  the angoing  hurger-sirik
situation

‘“With particular reference 1o Dublin
rhere are serious and oesps-rooted social am

fired by the RUG,

The Donesal/Fermanagh border was the
venue on Thursday night ot further noting
against the RUC whan the border crogsing

® Spontancous miots have resulfed in savage
attacks on protestors by riot-clad gardai

on fire and destroyed in the casly hours

ATTACK

nos

rayh Lake. Shots w
Aobson, a formur Emg
judsg

totally destroyed.
In Slugu the Cus
w4 burni-out shell

prinously  destroyed by

o5 in 1922 during the Sl War.

Also on Friday,
E 1

On Friday 15th May, there was a dramatic
artack by armed men on the County Kerry
of the Honourable Denis Hicks Robson
ed, as Hicks
Cirguit Courr
and his wife, were put out of the
house, which was then sat an fire snd almest

‘House at the Ouay
Iy om
ning. The Custom House was
ire by republicon

1 attempt was mege
i sl o=t n i |

wias blocked by a coenpressor 8t Peftigo.
Al @i the same night &f Bellesk the customs
hut was burnt to the ground.

The Belleek crossings were again blocked
on Fraday night by commandeered vans
and a lorry. Elsewhere in County Donegal,
the Letterk courthouse was slightly
damaged by fire on Friday and there was an
attack on an ESE power station near Bally-
tinfey. And in County Meath a British-
owned hous: @ Enfield was destroyed by
fire.

On Saturday 23rd May, @ bus careying
English fisherman which was parked empty
in Ballinamore, I:|:||_|n1',.l Leitrim, was sat

| S T e e o |

of the morning. Another buslosd of ang'lt:ls
arriving at Dumn Leoghaire, later in the day,
turned back on hesring of the incident.

TOURIST
There had alrcady been loud noises heard
from Free State tourist coneerns about a
major fall in arfvance bookings which they
attributed 1o the hunger-sirike campaign
and, in particular, o the displays of anger
t wecks arcund the  twenty-six

in e
caLenres.

CIE annoum=d that their package tour
bookings are down by B0%. Bord Failte,

5 3 et
_l||‘he ltn}ll.;ﬂsl: hiﬂartj:i, ;'l:ux.rrlhald s-Fa':[erc[ can-

ecopomic  mrasons  winch  Successive  Fre
Srate governments have goored @0 thei
awn sil-wierest and which have led T
confromtations an an ongoing bagis fo
several Pesrs now.

“The IRA has not heen involved in th
wcidents in the Free State in the wake o
the deaths of Bobby Sands and Franc
Hughes: mor do we cpndgmn them. W
racognize them for winn they are; spmptom
af a society whose alieged governmernt
do not cater for e democratic wishes an
needs o! mc- vasr rrls_mrrry of people in th,
goumtry. ™ 4 g1




FARY TP e s

DOHERTY

THE REPLACEMENT for the late
Raymond MecCreesh on the four
strong H-Block hunger-strike is 3
Balfast rapublican who Was captured
in August 19786,

Twenty-five-year-old blanket man
Kieran Doherty joined the hunger-
strike last Friday, May 22nd.

Born on Octobur 16th 1885, Kigran
Doharty, a single man, & one of & family of
slx children, who comes from tha Andersons-
rowm district of wast Belfast.
<ieran Doherty joinud the Republican
pvement in late 1971, afterthe introduction
af Imternment in August of that year. He was
arrestad Eebruary 1973 and internad in
ong Kesh without charge ar trial, for almast .
thige years, before being ralpased N gems and explosives, and with commandeor-
Movember 1976, ing a car.

n August 1976 he wes arrested In After spending seventsen manths an
Baimaral Avenus in south Belfast, some time  romand, Kieran was santenced in January
3 car chase on the Malone Road imvolv- 1978 to twenty-two years’ imprisonment.

g the LG and WO cars commandeered by On arrival at long Kesh, Kicran and the
a IRA, four others, who mceived seniences of

and three sisters.

Arpublican Chuks.

3Brvice unit.

years.  Whilst

¥ another, Liam 'White, was &ver since.
arrmsted ihe same aros. They were all Kieran has now been on hunger-strike far
-prarped with avariety of republican offancs. political status, to the death if necessary, for
¢ieran was charged with possession of fire-  ame week.

Hﬁnger-striker- No.9

MARTIN HURSON

COUNTY TYRONE nguinManin to the RUC e said that he was “hagten
about the hesd with clenched fists and

Hurson is the replacement on the 5 hi - B
fourirona i Block huner-strike for 1 S0 S, Lk animy
grendan McLaughiin (who had to [ oo o e ar this stage, My nars

drop out un_'l'nledrlesdﬂv?; and hair was pulled,., my legs Ricked gpart
Twenty-six-year-old bianket man when | wag standing against the wall .~

Martin Hurson joined the hunger- He tigned self-incriminating stataments

strike an Friday, May 29th. 25 @ rasult of these beatings by fhe same

AUC men who Are presently suspended

Mlartin Hurson was borm an Sepiembar
Ratforty,

13th 1054 o Cappagh, County Tyromg, o assaulting  James Joseph
\e is the secoml voungest in the family  also from Cappegh.
and has two brothers and six sisters. His Wartin was interregated for twa deys in
maother is dead. Omagh end becausa of a shortage of accoui-
hiartin Hurson was arrasted after @ dawn modation |due o the number of people
raid on his home by the Gritish mmy on  being interrogated) e was transfesred
Wovember 11th 1976, and taken 10 Ormraagh 10 Coakstown RUC harrecks. Before leaving
RUC harracks. In a complaint he iater imade  Omagh, Martin made complaint  about

policy for more than four years.
Twenty-two-year-old John Brad
ey was welgomed ‘hack to bis
Belfast home an Wednesday week,
May Mith, by local peaple, having
sarwix] five wears'  imMprigonment
ne months on remend)

fwn days ater, last Feiday,
May 22nd, he ned to the
gles of Loag K o greei former
fellow iMankst man, twenty-five
wear-old Patsy MeCourt from Derry,
who had also served fiwe ¥ g

g i H
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KEVIN LYNCH

THE REPLACEMENT for the late
Patsy O'Hara on the four-strong
H-Block hunger-strike is another
INLA member, Kevin Lynch, from
Dungiven in County Darry.
joined tha hunger-strike |ast Saturday,
May 23rd, two days befora his twenty-
fifth birthday on Monday.

{awin  Lynch was born in Park Vlllage,
sight miles west of Durmiven whera his
parents now live. He has four gldur brotiers

In 1970, &t the age of fourteen, Kewin
joined the local na Fianna Eireann, which at
that time was connecterd with the Sticky

He took @ keen intersst in sport when at
St Patrick’s secondary school in Dungiver,
and ance captained & County Derry undar-
siwteen hurling team which won an alk
Irelénd final, He lett school at the age of six-
tean and bagan work & 8 bricklayer.

In 1972, when the Sticks calleda ciasetire
i left them and joimed an independent active

In August 1973, ha went to England,

where he worked at bricklaying for thres
in England he joincd Aftar being held on remand for one yoar

5t. Dympna's GAA dub in Luton andplayed in Belfast’s Crumlin Road jail,
for Hertfordshire county minor e, Early sentenced to tEn years' imprisonmani in
in 1976 he returned to Ireland on holiday, Decamier 1877 Inside the H-Blocks he’

Three ather Andersonstown men - John batween  sighteen  amd twamty-SiN  years,
Cihris Moran, and Terry Kirby imimediately joined their comrades on the
ad gt the same time after a brief  blanket protast, on which they hawe remained st clecided to stay.

Kawin then jained the INLA which had attacked soyeral times by warders, incuding
recently broken away from the Sticks. But on one occasion wiith 3 hammer.
ha was arrested out of his Dungiven home in Kevin, who is in H3-Blnck, has now been
the: aarly hours of one December morning in on hungarstrike for political status, 0 the
1878, Three others — Liam WMeChuskey, death it necssary, for ome: week

prutality, and the Omagh RUGC men, realis-
ing thai the heatings oould result in his able but then went on to accept the Cooks-
acuittal, told thase in Cookstown barracks  town statement and eonvictad Martin again
to re-interrogate him and force him to maka 1o Twanty years. Martin pgsin  appealed
amather incriminating statament.

In Cookstown, he was thregtencd that if allower in June, 1980,

~ -Two courageous -
blanket men released

Seamus MeGrandles, end Harry Mullan -
were arrested &t the same time,

Kavin was taken first to Limavady
barracks, and then to Castlereagh, where he
was interrogated for three cays. He was
charged with taking part in an armed raid,
with carrying out & punishmant shooting,
and with conspiring to dissrm members of
the British forces.

ha was =

went on thy blanket immediately, and was

he didn’t muke another statoment b wraldld
e gent ‘back to Omagh’, amd so ha signed a
statement under this duress.

He appearad at a special court in Crmagh
on Movember 13th 187G, and was chargued
with |RA membership and the attempted
killing of two civilians accidentally injurad
in a landming explosion, this kst charge
later heing withdrawn, However, other
charges  were preferred:  possession of
axplusives, conspiracy o kill crown forces
amd causing expiostons and his trial got
underway in Qetaber 1877, His wigl, along
with four co-defandants, lasted about threa
weeks, Mastin contesting the sdmissability
of the statements which ware the only
evidrnee against him.

All fiva were conwicted, the judge declar
ing thet Martin's statement taken in Omagh
wias admissble, and so he did not have to
consider the Cooksfown statement. And
s, in Movember 1877, Martin want on the
blanket pratest in the H-Blocks but appealed
against his convicton.

At his re-trial in Septembar 1879, the
judae ruled the Omagh statemant inadmiss

against inis conwiction, bt it was dis

TWO blanket men have been released from the H-Blocks of tining the hunger-stike o This
Long Kesh, aftereach successfully dafied Britain's criminalisation nd.

John Bradley feit desp iegret ™=
st hawing to leave his comrades,

niEprigonment {including  ®9hT  agppeially with Raymond MeCrapsh

months on remandl. and Patsy OFHara so clase ta death
Ihe two men repori that there  |both were Lo diz the naxt dav H

has been a siesdily growing feeling and — he alfirms: “Althougt

af ntense anger and desp wadness mhwiously couldn’t stay wilh oy

amangst the more than Tour hun omraces, | will cantinee to do aif =~

dred H-Block Hanket men following ! can o help them wan political
the duaths of each of ihe hunge-  status 3

stri ;. Bul that the peizomers Patsy Mcl that aller
determined o defe e last twen deaths the Dianket
in's ariempts to crinumalise  Mhen  are asore cetermined  than

them and are committed Too con-  ever
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THE long-heralded launehing of the
general clection campaign in the
twenty-sin counties on  Thursday
21st May provided a target of
action for hurger-strike campaign-
wrs which will inevitsbly be the
focus of the campaign until poll-
ing day on Thursday 17th June.

In the week |eading up to the
election announcement there had
alresdy bean intensive picketing of
the homes of Leinstar House
mumbiers, particulady those belong
ing 1 Fianna Fail.
th  Fanna  Fail “leader  Charles
& d Fine Gael lesder Garren
have yuickly found thae thay
ot going 1o Be shie to ignore the
Tk hunger girike g they tour the

Slate,
HIT
On Friday  Z2nal May, Charles
Haughay aarrowly missed being hie by

pant, e conents of which

a can af
i & number of his sides and

sl i

his Spocial Branglr bodyguards during a
Dur Laoghaina,

On Saturday, Heughoy had 00 Gt
rToa sl kst n s Cally-
n and took refugs i vzl ey
en confronmed by huogar-

ke rdrbentors,
On the garme day, Gerret Fite-
e af he ety -Sx

es by train, was met 57 Galway
several protosors,

¥, FitzGerald wa again
an his gsrival sl Cork, and
a particularly foud peotest
a mmd iz
the train.to make
pROrTRRE GTtaCk.
ny the Warerford
manmar,  aring it o

TOUR
waliile, Haughey's
winty Masih wes et by hungear-

PIGTESTON: &7 SIMOEL AwAry wan-
with the largest demonstration in

weell as strong protests @
Atnboy, And in Cork city
candidate  slaction

Sundoy Tour

in L ru,lc d, Haughey
timss tormally met s del-
hunger-strike  progesioes
than eelatives of the hunger
whnan he s Densbeded by
anna  Fail minigter Al
teynnids b reosive a letter fram the
@ Incal 5
wham, Scan
Lorford county council chairman.

As hr oeontinueg on his tour weest-
wards, FirzGerald was again confront.
ed by major protests n Rooskey,
County FRoscommon, and in Mokl
County Laitrim.

Ihore have basn signe within Fisane
Fail, at local level, nf desp concam on
the hungerstrike issue with the Cork
Mrih Wect comhairke ceantair of the
marmy o wodes of sympathy on
the —enﬂ'* of Dobny Sands and Francs
sbes, und the Greenhills Froona Fanl
cumann in Dublin directing an sxprass-

is cu-nsn[h

woncern to the party's Minister
Fooaica ATgirs, Brign Leniban.
SYMPATHY

f e cantinuing desthe. of the
sSrilars, Many MO o seLinnG
ar mnawed, calls for action,
us ERprEsEIng Bymyathy

Monday 1Eth May, Kerry Caunny
sdjourned its monthly meel-
ing fra Til L Lo s 2 mark of res-
pect to Dabby  Sengs and Francis
Hughes. Wates of gympathy wive pesssg
issue wos debated for forey

MinuEs,
On  the
Counly Cu

same w clay,  Frmstmimnge
pssed 3 motion, @ro-
Fain’s Darmot Mulbooly,
onoed oy Paddy
er of Brian Lenihan)
wrles  Huughey 1o withdrase garmai
roaRe frar the barder.

The provigus weak, Carrick-on-Suir
UGC had passed a wie of symasthy

thee st of Bobbye Sancds, obsere-
and calling for
VST
+ Tk
T unian mouement,
sf the ITGWU, the
8 stoterent Trom
Azl Houghey
wes with  Mrs
fendd an early resolution o

ol Galhy

the

ErRRCy
the IPOCU post

Frpal Lo
offiee u

el Loy

FREE STATE ELECTIOI

T

\'\?;

# H-Block protest greets Fine Gael slection express at Galway Station

gl onterance on Frday 22nd May,
made a unamimous call for action from
the ICTU and Trom il iraras cownails,

Carrickmacross  Trades  Council in
County Monaghan passed 2 motion of
sympathy m the MoCres
attempt to weden the mwtion to Gover
all the deaths in the weask, and 1o inclhude
Lise Tiwa British soldiers killed, was heavily
dateated,

The ATGWU branch m Clo .
County Tipperary, which répresants over
thirteen hundied memibers has e 3
smatement  contradicting  implications
that they wers intimidaied from wnrk
1 auppart the dey of mourning for
Bobiry Sands.

A arowp ol eenly-less (op lsish
witers and arlisls, including guch fames
@& Hobert Ballegh, Beaedict Kinly, Edng
' Brign, Bryan MackMahon and [Haughey
griptwiitar)  Anthany Cronin, has
written to the Britigh qousrnment wming
the concagsion of palitical status to rep-
uhlican prisoners.

A general mestng ol stedenls sl
University Collsge, Cook, has osdied on
Charles Haisghesy m ‘denounco
Thateher's  inflexibility” and w0 axpel
the British ambusswive rom Disbdin

Cumnrasly v Gasilos Nas again Oflere
condolences tu the dead hunger-sirikers®
feniling pnd calicd far & public condemn
grimn nf Thatcher by Haughey.

Protest sctivity arowmd the veniy-
=ix countins, since the death of Francic
Hughes, hps contmued ar a high lesel
with rlaily pickets and wigls maintamad

o many ates and fowns as owell as
larger  mewches, messlings  and  vipls
wrimnased oo,

MOURNING

Repgets of activity on the national
day ol mourning lor Framcis Hughss on
Freday 15mh Maw, not recered o Time
lor incluseon m the last wmsue of Ao
Fhrobiarht Mepurleficen Mowg (Saleeday
16th Bty ke an almioss raml wark

stoppage in Ennks and  Shannon in
County Clare, where silent marches ad
public e s were hakd in both toens
Thare were elasuras 190, elsewhere in the
county, 81 Ennistymon and  Kilrush,
wihore Bl tha consmuction workers from
the Moreypaint ESE site came out
supmart.

In Meath, on tha sema day, five hun
gregl workers amended a meeting during
the afrerncon in Navan and thers were
closures in Ashbourna and Dulssk In
tha latter wn, 8 contmuous gl s
being mantained af 2 carawan e the
main steeel. Thare wes slso a rally in
Arhboy an tha Friday nsght.

in Naas, County Kildere, o vigil wes
maintained  throughaout  (he  day  on
Friday T8h Moy and af nchiime a
march wes hald through the fown. In
Oungarvan, County Waterford, seversl
hundred poopie supparted a march and
marting in the fown - oentre. A wigil
was alse held in Kemnare, County
Kerry.

RALLIES

On Saturday 16t My, there was
abo  widespresd  sction anund e
twanty-si® counties, Lampe rdlies were
hedd in Mohill, Gounty  Leitrim;  Long-
ford town; Gabway and Messegh, Cowngy
Timmrany.

Higngdreets alsn artended messtings o
Cinnes, Gounty Monaghan: Cavan town
and in Carrigart, County Uanagal,

Thers were dso wigils, marches, aod
s oSy weremanies an Wexiord;
in Cahirciueen,  County  Kerrys  oan
Dunboyne and Trem in Coungy Meath:
and in several towms in County ook
waehuding  Bangon, Skildereen, Dun.
manway, Baniry, amd  Chonakilty.  In
Fet County Doncgal,  prolestors
Ednckad the border Tor sseral haurs

Om Sungy 17th May, a mesung at
Ballina on the Tepperary/Clare  bordes
alraernd wide artentson, being acioass-
@il by Fianna Fail Leivsear Houwse mems
her Bill Loughnane,

Mo than o hunded people stwnd-
i & meating in Urlingford, County Kil-
kénny — an ames presicusly not part-
igularly active,

A iarge crovwd sttended a meeting in
Beigurbet, County Cavan, and & meset-
ing in Annagry, County Donegal, also
drew = large  ateedancs. Afer-mess
maetings were beld throvghout County
Sligo,

in Grangemockier, County Tipp-
wrary, Uhesn was a well-emanced meat-
L]

OCCUPIED

Aks on Sunday, about ons Bisdoed
protestors occupied the pilch ar ahe
Monsghan wersus Tyrone GAA Todt-
ball march forming a lsgs "H. &

& EILISH REILLY
sisnne ol hungararrik ae _ine MoDonnel!

minute's silence was obmeved by the
epactatone al the match in ribute o
Francis Hughos!

On the night of Monday 1Bth May,
Lewr  Uhimiggeid PROple Lok pETE N &
parzde gnd rally in Cork's city oantro,
where spoakers included the Tan War
wetersn Commandant Tom Kelleher,

On Tusaisy 18th May, a group of
about shxreen profestors occupied The
home of Lord Altamdns in Westport,
Courty Mavo, Westnart House, which is
apan 1o wigirors, was held Tor several
hours by the protestore who allowsd
lourists 0 leave hefore  locking  the
entrances and  honging  bannars  and
posters from the windoess.

O Wadisgoay  20th May, a locsd
mmrch and mesting wes hald shrough
the Walkinstown ares of Dublin during
the ewening and was supparted by about
one hundred peophs,

On Thursday Zlet Mav, hlack flay
wigils were held and  books of con-
dulencas opaned all ower the twenty-
wx countles follawing the deslh, Rarky
i ihe morning, of the thind hunger
striker Aaymond MeCraasn

Hig degtn, quickty followsd on
Thussaay neght by that ol Pawsy O'Hara
resulted in another upsurge of activity
aver tha weakend, beginning o Friday.

CAPACITY

alil, 3 Mg merting in
Dublin's Mansion House arrracted by o
the bigacst indoar attendanca i any
such meeting in many years wath the hall
full to capacity.

The mesting, which was g ticularly
concentrarcd on the practicad seps Tor-
wanid 0 the campasgn, was chairsd by
Fr. Piaras ODuill of the MNational
H-Block Armagh Commitien:  and
addresssd by Jeo Keohare of Kerry
GiAA; Eilish Reilly, a sster of Aung
srriker Joe McDomnell; Tomas Mof
al the Abbey Thearre; Ine Ni Chgnnaith
ol Coenaih na Gomigs; Bobby Sands’
clecrion  agent  Oween  Carron:  and

icanrmued an el pege

On Fraday




i

feontiaued frvn previous page)
H-Block
Allskay.

In County Menaghan, on Friday,
there  were  wigils in Castisblaynoy,
Clones, and Monaghan town, and & largn
march  and festing In Carrickmscross

cAMpEianer  Barnadans Mg

Bailinamora,  County
P g d on Friday night and
eontinued  &28in o0 Salurdey  and
Sunday. A midnight wigil wes hedd In

Le unty Donegal, and seyv-
eral ro weere held in towing in
™A county  inclieding  Littord sl
Castlefin

ed peopks sttended a
v in Cawvan town on Friday
in the county a
was hild in Bailisborough,

Wigils weare held in Mew Floss, County
Waxford; in Passage Waat, County Cork;
R . County Westmeath, |y
Formarlington, Gounly Laois, black
have baan in evidencs and beafiain
postering  continuet  (hrowghout  the
wedkand,

TRAVELLED
Saturdtsy 23rd May, many pasple
fram the teeenty-gix counties
f Reymond MeCreesh
& gpecial train for
ople chartered  from
wwrning called far

In Dublin, several humdseds aomnd-

by historlan and writcr

ra frr vhe tw

. the larpost awer
RTFALS atiractad
narch, through Trales,
party. There s also
held in Killsrney,  Ligtaewsl,

'strike.._.'.ﬂh‘u

® H-Block protest greuts Fins Gael cloction express at Watorford Station
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Ballybunion and Cahirciveen.

In Cork city, twi thousand panple
Marched through the Gy centre for
8 wreath-Javing ceremiony @t the nar-
ional manumest.

In Limerick, largs crowds allended
& gpacial mass followsd by a march 1o
a rally in the city conue. Marches wers
ako held in the county st Bruff ana
Kilrnallock.

In Waterfara, meny hundreds foli-
owed & lone piper and two symbalic
wricolour-draped  coffins  through  the
city to a meeting sponsored by (he
Trades coundil. In Wexford town = sral
was  mamtaingd  throughour the day
whare signatures wase oolflectsd In the
bonk of cuondolences,

VIGILS

Dwver one humired peaple attended
a slbant vigil In Longford. In County
bi=ath, mastings, vigils, and work stopp-
2ges took place on Ssturday in Navan,
Trit and Duback,

In County Louth, winils weare held in
Drrogheda s Dunlesr. & larga rally in
Dundelk  atirectad  thousands  and
thers wis a shutdown by many shops
during tha ghamoon.

In Monaghan, four hundred people
attended & meeting in Castlsblayney. In
Sliow town, & ck Flag wigil was hald
by Five hundred poople. & vigil was algo
held on Friday night s o Saturday.

In Killeshandra, County Cavan, a
wiell-arencied  s2lly was held on See-
urday afternoon,

I County Danegal & visch and ralky
wers held in the afternaon in Bally
ehannon, and in the evening people trom
all ower the county travelled to a mam.
wrial proceseinn in Latierkenny.

On Sunday 2ih May, in Donegal,
a majar qally was  held in Bunerans and
drew & large sEndance.

In Mongaghan town there was also a
large twrnout for & march bed By twa
symbolic coffing flanked Ly = olour

B

o =

hungerQStzzi
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IDES ACTION TARGET

party. A wollay of shots wes tired ower
tha ool fins.

In County Cawen, on Sunday, mest-
ings ware held n Crossarlough, Auvagh
and Crogskays.

A vigil was held on Sunday in Gorey,
County Wexdford,

STOPPAGES
Mary peopde from the South again
travalivd  northwards for the Tuneral
of Patsy O'Hara, last Monday, May Z5ih.
Wigils, mestings and wrk  stoppages
again topk place sound the pesenty-six
eounties,
I Dublin, & rally wes held at tha
GPO dufing the stiernoan,

In Wextord, protestors with black
flage lined the main strect, and there
WREE oome sioppages for pai of the
afternoon in Mew Ao In Waterfond
o wigil wag Pl during the afternoon,
There ware work stoppeges in Cork
ity during the afternoon when several
hundred marched to a2 weath-luying
CHIEMONY .,

Im Limerick, & mesting was hekd
in Fovess sitended by many workers
togmn the Alean construction sine,

In Slige, 3 march on Monday att.
ractedt an dtténdance of thousands.

Vigils wara heid in the major towne
of County Monaghan. In Longford @
wigh w black flgge and coffins coin-
cided with the eloct vt of
Charkes Haughey to the town, In Dulsak,
County Mesth, there were closures for
8 vigil and short mesting in the afror.
LIS

In Droghens, County Louth, there
wern some factory clogures and many
workplaces stopped during the  afrer.
fogn Tor @ periad of silence,

Diidulk was again the vonss of a
major rally during the sfternoan when
there wera nigny stoppages and clnjurss
in the town, Acgin the attendance WAE
estimated in thousands,
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THE continuing deaths of
hunger-strikers, whilst not act
ing the mamive coverage by
sansatign-seeking media arcund
world which was glven to the d
of Bobby Sands, has neverths
drawn massive attention.

The continuing protesta nawe @
that intarnational pressure on B
Teess i o ey allenigned,

UMTED STATES

Deily demonstrations in the U
States have continusd to be ha
Maw York, Chicsso, and Boswon.,

On Sundsy 17th May, thousan
people masched m Philadeiphia bk
the oity's mayor.

Ahode lzlesd  governor  Gar
ordered Tlage 1o be flown at ball
on sl public buildings to mark
geath of Franeis Hughes, In To
Ohio, Clan na Goel used the op
of am ntermational park on Sar
16th May to Ty the lrish irico
of all the fiags, a1 halimasi,

Following the desth of Ray
McCreesh, Genator  Edward  Ka
strepgthaned the wene of his st
ealling for action  from  the E
GOWETTITIENE.

Lest Saturday, May 23rd, =
thoissandd peopss marched through
York to the Unimed Nations bu
where & mass wee sald for Hay
MacCroesh amd Patsy O7Harm.

Tl main ten o'clock méws In
York foatursd an interview with
* FFein vice-preskdent Garry Mdaris ©

wiss divided fmto - sRgments ghoem
e consecut v fighte and. ez
‘tha Tead story.

Farmer banket ran Charles Cn
who is continuing his wur in F
was inarviowed by @ Aumber o
wision and recio stations & well =
papers in Miam amd Fort Lawderd:

The other former blanker
‘\. Mowl Ceusidy and Sesmus De
=@ continuing to maks appearan
the West coast gnd in the W
rr:sp&cl:‘vn?s‘l.

Lest Tuesday, May 260,
Armewican  hars and  businesses
tha United States cloged for iwe
during the afternaan, in maurm
the daad hungar-strikers,

The Organisstion of Asian
in tva Unimed Stotes has mal
grsm to Fren State promisr H
calling on him 1o take immediats
in support of the hunger-sirikers.

® Domenstration in Lishon on May 8th, following the death of Bobby Sands

AUSTRALIA

In Australa, thare hes ber
rroversy  following widespraad
and sympathy dwsplayed on the
of the hungersirikers. The r
ol |ha srate parliamentany Labo
i Melpourie Inperted o tribuie
fellow parfiamwntarian’  Bobbny
in the bocal pewspogpers. Seversd
Party branches followed suit.

Tha federal excoutive of A
young Lobowr unanimously |
resolution condemning tha 'm
Thatcher mgimae’, alled  for
troop withdrawal  fram st
exprosesd suppart for the IRA
1o unite braland.

Eaollowing the death  of
Hughes, a picke: was hedd at Th
consulata in Malbourne: and, ©
day 16th May, about Two
protsstors gathered in the Ciny
whirn & meeting was hald belors
and picker on  the Brivieh
offica.

In Perth, the city's first g
held on Setwrday 16th May, wt
thirty people took past in 8 wiggh

in Sydney, abour ted
paople picketed he Britigh
an Wednesday 13th May, ant
hundrads attended & o
easamony on the Tollowing Sun

In Naw ZFealand, POt
inghudsd the paint-bombing of
wade mission in Cheigichurch
ar the Britsh High Come
Wellingron: and 3 march @
154h May in Auckland.

EUROPE
Aspund  Europs, ectivity
tinsed At a high lwel. A D

[covmimued o0 Rext B

tha British Qusan in May (sbova) when (hara were savaral protasi

& Demonstratians in mpnnﬂ at the mllbc.ll prisonars have continusd in Norway simee the visit of



e uric
Wetary o th
Callery =l
sh ing) ipeeioe hizve included the
ve. af the lawe French  president
Ganeral De Gaulie,

anstrations have boen hald i
ourg anel sl wesk 2 support
7wk held in Mont-

fig  the  newspaper  Clranda
held & rwo-ciay foru Ireland
sed Ly, amang others,
a MeCann and
Fain.
infernational con-
nonite churches has
L British aovern
1y for the prisoners” gemands
e granieel
n Flandare,
Leyiand
slogang o

fm windows of British
e ware painted with
wesday  12th May. On
Wadnesday & denonstration on tha
British embassy in Brusséls was broken
i by riot police.

O Friday 15th Blay demonstraliors
smashnd il the windows af the Britigh
consulate in Ghant

In West Gesmany, racenl sl
nave been held in Mai Gortingan
and in Marburg university. The windows
ih Aireays office in Frank-
smashad amd on Saturday
Bonn  demonatrators
tha grounds of the Britigh
and burnt jack

parliamant  has
passed 3 MOTON AXpressing sorrow at
1he cisath of Bobby Sands

riuguese Cauncil for Meacs and
~operation has celled on Bntain o
the prisoners' dermamds. And a
occupled by Pursper-strike
was stormed by police
guns whoo arrested all
those inglda including several journglists
oavering the muent,

Greece, demaonstrations  hawe
=i o be held in the capinl

Athens
In Corsea, ™e holidey home of a
Britigh diplomat was bombed at Bastia.

Tha Front for the National Liberation
of Corgice bms expressod  sympathy
and support for the hunger-strikers.

o Malta, the gowerning Maltese
Lahaur Party hes called an the British
o eoncRgs the prisoners’
ndemnation of Britain has
the Franme Mazionabs
liberation movssmigng.
Scancanavia, the British embassy
n the Finnish cspiml of Meksink hgs
b-)ill daubed with slogens in suppory
hunger—strikars. In Denmark,
alors from  pevaral pnlrm:l
aroups  protécted autside the  British
sonsulate In Asrhus on Thursday 1dih
May.

Im Mowway, whers the wisit of the
British Quesn  Elizabeth  met  with
sévaral  demonsirations eardy in May,
including on one gccasion & hail of
Tt protests Nave continued with
reprassions of suppors from 8 sumber
of palitical groups.

B Book of condolencs for Bobby
Sands in the Irish Mations! Asociation
hall in Sydney, Australiz

® Part of a demongtration held i Trondheim, Morway, caricr this month

@ Former blanket man Charlis Grumiey feentrel, in Pitsbungh, USA, with

& Protagt near the British embassy in Paris, on May 131k
workd-rénowned muscians, Lism Claney efr) and Tomermy Malkem




sostmmos

RS

hunger stnké..

AR

hunger stnke....hmigef-stnke..

AR wn‘{"cﬁ—;,nmfm”""‘”’"w“:°°y‘°°y“:°°y‘“’”"@L%MﬁWAmmmnmmmmmnmmmﬂﬂfm

British protests increase

HUNGER-STRIKE protests have
béwn continuing in Britain, increas-
ing in intensity with the deaths of
the hunger-strikers.

There have besn brisf flurries of
sublicity too, on the odd oceasion
when controversy an the hunger-
strike breaks out in the establish-
mant parties,

Cine such incldent was HUPPROF SOM-

ing irom Ken tane, the ngwily-
elected Wmader of the Greater London
Coundil, where he Labour Party has

taken control in the May local 8 lactions,

Angther example has been the wib-
rei Paid W Bubby Sands and Fra
hes by Thie laesl Lebour Party branch
in Suuth Leicester, which rapglvad the
of the |ocal Labour MP Jim

4 -strike campaigners
ularly  aotive i the Bir
where leafletting has basn cun-
on & wide scale, taking sdvan-
whergver karge crowds, partics
¢ af workars, have gathered.

VHh May, = vigl in
Sparkhill area followad news of the
¢ Sands, The following
afternnon temdguarters  of the
AUDW in Birminghain were  occupied
and, i the evening, 1 nnual ganaral

ares,

e P

meatng of 1ha  Birmingham  Labour
Party was pickomed

On Thuredey 14th May, a Labour
Parry meering  whara Tony Benn add-
ressed seweral hundreds, was lesfletrad,
On Saturdey 18th May and the follow-
ng Monday, rallies hald in eonjunction
i+ the unemployment march  fram
® Wagl of England to London

ar  Smethwick  and
& march wae held o Cardiff in
South Wales on Saturday 16th May,

where about eighty poople  followsd

a gémbolic oufflin, covered in a i
colaur,  th hoothe Gty cantre, A
r: whiich \owed the march atc-

ractad abaut ome hundrad peopls.

n Manchoesies, vigils of up o ane
hundred people have been held on the
fealhs ot dach  busgerstrikér, Esten-
c lcaficrting has Gean carvied gt
5 H-Block video tage has been shown
a7 a number of unjwesities and ool
in the area, and at public meet-
Fiszlcd i rounding towns,
in maztingg, péckots and
continued. On Saturday
the regular streml meatings

THE detrimental effects of the H-Block deaths on Britain's

intarnational imags continue

indicative incident the week before last

death of Raymond McCreesh
unusually wide media coverage.

A pgroup of unsuspecting British
cemen had planned a wreath-
ceramony  im the French
ol Seclen. But the town's
runist mayor has vetoad any
welcome in protest at
gowernment’s  death
the H-Blocks. The rebuke
may wven blow up into an inter-
rational incident owing a com-
nt to British premier Margaret
har from the ex-serviceman's
| Tory MP

WREATHS

of the Ramshattom
the Dunkirk Veterans'
Association in Lancashire were
due visit Seclen, near the
|‘:I‘|(|Iur| border, on Tuesday, Since

nxeg
aying

Members
oranch of

lortins the dssociation has

1orewig Dunkirk to come-
morate ualion, A
Ery year, larmier soldiers

hi

T

e Lancashire Fusiliers arrange
trip to lay a wreath on the grave
of Captain Richard Porritt, an
o MP, who died in an explosion

w

& Abova:
Francis Hughes' daasth; riukc:
London's Regent Street on May 18th
were held in several London areas with a
large mesting cutsida Vietoria sation.
On Sunday 17th May, dbout fify
protestors picketed U home of Lab-
ocur Pamy Ieader Michaal Foor, who
met them and dismizsed .|hzi' Wisws,

clalming that Gerry Fitt represented
the hationalist people of the North

The following day, eight protestons
affices in

the A Linogus
Londan's  Regenl  Sirean
apmingt the fallure of the
premier, Charles  Haughey, to pub
Vicly condasmn the British gowemmeni,
On Tucsday 1%th Bay, swdents
oocupisd  the  Kingsway Collegs  of
‘Furthér Education Tar thiss hourg, On
Thirsday, about twehe people staged
a nolsy nwo-howr picket of the TUC
headguartarg  in. Londan, in soppory
of the hunger-strikers and of the |righ

occupied

struggly.
Last  Saturday, May 23rd, stree
'nE-_|'|q; wers  gggin Jwhl o many
stz af Llondon. In e  afiernaan,

to mount, with one particular
— even before the
and Patsy O'Hara — receiving

in Seclen during the second world
war.

This year, local Tory MP David
Trippier wrote to recentiy-alected
mayor Jeam Demnailie, on beholf
of the association, sking him if
# eivic reception would be possible.
But the mayor replied that he would
not afficially welcome the group,
as a protest over Britain's 'colonial
policy” and ite intransinence on the
H-Bluck hunger-strike,

REVOLUTIONARIES

The mayor, cross-examined by
British and  Irish journglists, said
of the delegation: “V will rmeither
afficfally  recele, BTy rrnept
them. There are British troops in
Northern  frefand... Bobby  Sand
snd Francis Hughes are brave Irish
revolutionaries. They, along with
the IRA, are fighting for freedom,
equality and fraternity, and sgainst
Gritish imperialien, Also | dopiors
the prison condifions s Northern
{redana and | deplore the fmper-
figric inrenriong of the Britigh.”

e

8 vigil in Londan's Kilburm Squsrs,

calbed immadiataly after news of

a three-hour oooupation of Aer Lingus offices in

a awsating was belid in Camden Town,
attended by Datwecn ona and  tWo
hundred peogle and addressed by trade
unian seakers, On Saturday evening 3
wigil was held in Kilbum Squaca,

Lest “Supdsy, May . Mth,. spout
seventy paopla pickried the bome of
Labwur Party lesder Michael Foor for
the third wask in & row, & large con-
tingent on the picket were lraniane
of the Mojshedin group. Earleer in the
day, w Wil hed been held outside West-
minzter cathedral in honous o1 Patsy
O'Hara,

On Sunday night, shoul ety pro
testors began. & Dwalve-hour accupation
of the Irigh Clul in Exton Sguare, again
im. protest st the insction of the Fres
Btate goverrment

Last Wednesday. marning, May Z7ih
about fifty picketers harangued mem-
bers of the Lobour Pary's Mational
Exegutive Commitice a they  arrived
for & meting at the party headgueran
in Londan.

® A recent dernonstralion in Franes in support of Irish political prisoners

54
b withdrawn from Ireland

He iz totally opposed to Brit
‘eolonial  policy” in Ireland  and,
he smaid, the deaths of huonger-

strikers Hobby Sands and Francis
Hugivis have deeply touched French
workers, “UWy position,™ he stated,

“Is that | will welcome no war ver-
erans troen England, wniid Evaland
grants prisonsr-of-war siatus (o the
JTRA prisoners ™

The prinapled stance by the
mavor of Seclen had ary impast not
only on the ex-servicemen, who

must now b wond at British

desds in lreland, but enraned Tor
MP  David Trippier, oo
plained at the rebuttal: "M reall
is terrible. Its so sick. [i's abso
utely sick.”™ And off he tripf T
complain to Maggie Thatches
by unwittingly fanning the flame
onal controvers,
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Northern

i the early hours of the moming
of Thursday week, May 21t
bin-ids and whistles carvied the

news through Belfasy, Derry and
other nationalists  areas of  the
North, that Aaymond McCreash,
after sixty days on hunger-striks,
had bacome the third palitical
prisoner ta diz on protest in the
H-Blocks.
guickiy reachad 8 rattling
mare and mare psspla
& join the protasts.
14 e 55 MURIOUS
adiate putbreaks of
rocauze of attacks by
sh army on the peace-
that ware being bald. In the
odpe, & tifteen-yesrald girk o0
way to @ rosary was shot in the
mack wilh a phastic bullar

Hardly had the news of Aeymond’s

\q._[h ik In, duri that day, when,
gteer  midnight, ¢eme the tragic
news that Parey O'Hars hesd dled at

half.past elevan

Thie deaths taken separalaly were hag
saddening blows, but maken togathar
ihey were trasmatic; and, on Thursday
night, pescrful protest were  totally
sclipsad by the jniense rioting which
foliowed the urgent spresding of the
news with bin-fids and whistles,

The following day, bisck tags
were hanging from many houses, some
of which had not displayed flags pre-
wioughy, and thera wes an atmospiers
of upset and dAep anger in 1N nation-
alist uraas

Oirganised geo sl e ity wer L shead,

The regular nghtly pickets on Spring
tighd Hoad and Andersonstawm barrseks,
d on the Brit forr ar Turf Lodga,
in west Beltast.

A lar antl  sponianegui  protest
march, aarly on Friday marning, wes
hekd in Derry, bur the crowd of several

tha Gukldhall
iy ilockades

thousand could not res
Sopuis hacause o
which wers
nundreds of oeal youths.

Twn halt-day periods o Mourning
alled by the Matianal HBlock/
Curne = to mark the funarals
of  Faymond McoCressh an rday
O'Hara an Manday. Shops,

workplaces in nationalist
wghout the Nurth gloged Sown
1 p.m. and 5 pun. an Saturday

&
or ennstani ateck by

wHTR

On Saturdsy, in Derry, a black flag
wezs hald 1o the city owmeiany
: with the funerzl of Aaymond

MoTressh in Camlaugh and buses sarred
,)gc pla trom all areas to the tunaral itsslf.
Baltasr, an impressiv

march

n ot w shaet
de  the H- aluu commitiee
= Faliz Road. AT the head of
. thit slow beat of @ drum wak
ke The silence

BEalfast dﬁcke: Bobbty chu told the
;s rmust bs brought o

paliticians By &
[h;-

peogla 'I'
Ha alsa

nry SK coun
hypocrisy of fh- trade unian Durl!fsu-

R
H-Block
MoAl

gampaigner Eer'lmrrr
kiy momentarily broks the sombre
fe raliy by caliing for aminuie's
rothe dgeath of Gerry Fitl’s
| cares

Sha continued on 2 mars $asiols mote,
howmyer, painting oul hat the failures
af the carpaign Ta date would hgus o
be recognised and rectified. This could
only b done by maintaired wnity and
nereased el fores.

*This is o time for doing your own
thing, sne said, emphasising thal tha
supparters would have 1o stay tngerher
and become sffective 1n aress where the
campeign had sa far lailed fo buiid.
The march in Dublin this Sxturdey, she
said, weas iTROFTANT i bringing pressure
to basr on the Free Stats asailishment.

Uespite the mereasingly violent effnrms
af the British army and RAUC, the

R

S s S o e

campaign would not be terrorised off
the streats, sha concluded.

The march broks up pescafully,

On  Monday, busss again  ferried
people frorm many arcas this time
1o the funersl nf Patsy O'Hara in Derry
sity, Onee again the work and hiusingss
shut-down wag affective in nationslist
arens and the mood of grisf wes almost
ranginie.

With Tour mare hungss-strikars mow
ing dally closer 1o Jearh, amergency

mectings a% being called by most
local =ction orowps to re-Sxsming and
regrianish  prorest  activity, end  this
aCtlvity B oxpected to increase drama-
Gealty ower the coming deys and weeeks,

The level of strest protest
activity had increased ower the

work previous to the deaths of Ray-
mond McCraesh and Patsy O'Hara
with action group maetings being
held in varlous areas te plan further
mohilisations.

Strest  setivity, which hed been

dropping off, was being re-emphasisxd .

and new activities were being plamnad,
One reowel form oF protest was devaloped
in Belfast around the slogan ‘Imarison
the real criminais’: Brit and RUC barr-
acks baing sraled off by mass pickela in A
1oken arfempt to keap the anamy in
thadr forts for & givan period each day.
This was done with a langé degred ot
interpst gerargted at Sprimglisdd Hoad

-harrscks and cach succesiive night the

pickets At hath entrancas grew in num-
bars, The Beltgst H.Black/Armagh
Commitbes ancouraged other sress 10 da
Nikomweize,

The ‘tush hour’ picket line down the
canire of the Falls Rosd was revitalied
anird vigiks were hald in many areae.

hungér strike.... hung_er strlke.... hung'ér-'stnke
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@ Rally in Mewry, aftar a march from Camlowgh, st Sunday weak

Sevaral large demonstrations were
also held that weslk, the biggest of which
was from Cambough (the haeva village of
Raymond MeCressh] to Mewry, on Sun-
day, a fortnight ago_ An estimated crowd
of three thoussnd marched 10 the rally
in the canire of Mewry.

In South Derry that Sunday, 2 EI'I'Jer
of aimast ong thousand marched from
the Glan Chapel to = rally in the cenine
ol Maghera, and, i Beifast, the Youth
Against H-Block and Armagh hedd 8 rally
outsida the H-Block afficss on the Falls
Fioad.

in Coglisland, the loesl setion group

held 2 picker svery Auening at thie
harracks: and in Lurgan a pecksr was
held in Morth Street an Saturdsy,
Saveral public mestings were heid in
Derry over the wesk: on Sawirdey,
autside the Bogside Inn; on Momday, in
the Shantallow sres; and, on Tuesday
evaning, an indoor public mesting, att-
ended by about one humdred people in
thie Galliagh area, formed 8 new sciign
group o organise aclivites i thel area.
Ewery night betwesen 100 pum. and & am.
in Derry, Brit propaganda v countered
by Radio Seoirss, cpergting on 1100
metres medium wave and 185 bong weve,
L

ek

protests

e

fin Momday evening, § wigil in Swar-
ragh in South Desry attracted 2 crowd of
sround seven hundred, and the follaw:
ing ewening in Bellaghy thees hundred
gathered.

On Wednesday, polling day in the
o council elections, the Bediss acrion
groups mountsd pickees on most galling
stations in nationalist araas in the ity,
encnuiaging people nat to wote for can-
didates who s opposed 0 or non
committed on the prison staiggle. Thess
pickats badly digrupran the Sticks' o
‘ganised perinnation TG,
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AN MHAIRT seo caite maraiodh cdigear saighdiir Sasanach i

bpigasc |

Maraiodh laithreach iad,
rdiaidh an eachtre seo bhi ne

nolaiteniti an larraidh & chéile z
shird b réitisi. N raibh mdesn
cdill: is an geuid is Mo des na
réitis agus bhi's2ic teachas go smiar
iontu. Cheapfé ay Mamh na rditisi
gur buion de Chumann na Croiss
De a mariodh In jonadh saigh
didirl ar difiite i difi jasachia an
iarraidh an it sin & choimead.
faping smacht.

Ddirt Thatcher ge bhfuair g
[ b5 s cosint “the
low  abiding eltizens of Northern
Ireland™, Tuigresr an tsarme o sa
Tuaisceart. s forgnn Caitliceach
2gus bagain agus dé bhr sin i =
amhragach | sdile an dii, T4 ¢
50ilfir mar sin, i gromhthéacs an
luaiscirt, gur ionann *law abidiny
citizans” agus ma Dilsaoir!. Agus sin
an  teachisireacht 5 milan Ie
Thatcher a thabhairt,

ATKINS

Is spéizidil dhein Atking jgrracht

it sdighduiir’ a cheangal teis an
bPapa. Thimid ag ciuvisint meladh
don phipe ds na hAondachtdin a:
ghndthach leo “kick the Fope™ &
bheith mar mhana acu. Ar nddigh
nil 1 geeist ach pelaitiocht. Luann
Atkins gur [obartaigh don 5
chéanna (sceimhlid), ied na
dillirT agus an Pépy Ecin P&,
Ci o bhfuil s soildi

nach

Ceannaigh Earrai Eir

nDeisceart Ard Mhaca. Bhi na saighdidiri ar
nuair & phléasc mile pant d'abhar

patral
pléascach faoina Saracen,

bhfull s¢ seo fior cheapfd & chaint
Athking gu raibh ard mheas aige ar
&n bPipa agus an kEaglais Caitlicasch,
Ach mar sin féin nil ann ach cipls
seachtain & dhidltaigh sé d'achaini +
an Papa & thug an t-Ath, Magea
chuige, an tadhb $ni Blocenna H a
reitgach, Chomh maith |e sin dhidl-
taigh Thatcher d’achaini 6n gCair-
dinial & Figich,

Lean Atkins air sgus diiirt s go
raibh na saighdidid aan chun an
pabal a chassint 6 “ the ealoulated
vinlenice of terrorist groups”. O
théiniy siad, is 6 Arm Shasane mus
2 geombghuaillithe, an U.D.R. agus
an RL.C, is md & thainig, “eal
culatad  violenoe” | geoinne  an
phobail. N g& dom ach na foesil,
Cagticreagh, Blocanne H agus Dom-
hnach ma Fala chan fifinne mo chas
a chisthil.

Leanann =8 &r aghaidh agus deir
eann s yo raibh ng saighdidir ag
ol leis an Givil Authority. NI
Civil Autharity ar bith ss Tuais-
ceart. MNil ann ach Rialtas Shasana
agus a bpolassithe in 8adan mhwin-
tir ng hEireann,

CAINT DHUBAILTE
Thug na polaitesis aondachiiil
siseamiain iontecha de chaint dhib-
ailte- ddinn. Ddirt James Moly-
MEAUN, CEsnnaire no n-Sondach-
el Oifigidla finn gur chdir nios

TA POSTANNA & chaillidint
sa tir ld i ntiaidh lae, thuaidh
agus theas. T4 teacht isteach
na_ bhfgirmeoiri ag titim
dtéarmai  réalacha. Chun

pholasail ag Glugiseacht na
Poblachta e fada an Ia
feachtas earrai Eireannacha o
cheannach a chur chun chinn.

WE HAVE mentioned the difficulties Celts have had with thelr Ps and

Os:

that the Caltic language split into two main streams, characterised

by wlements of Ps and Os; and that this i= thy main difference between
Irish and Welsh 1o this day, O-Celtic maintsining itself, if with some
difficulty, also in Scotland: O-Celtic in procass of restoration in the [sle
of Men lof Manangn Mac Lir, the Irish sea-god); and P-Celtic being revivad

in Cormwall {and with
ably strong, across the Channel,

it an anti-Bril movement),

and being still reason-

in the north-west of the French state:

Britwany {which takes its nan: from the original Brits, who were friends

and allies of the Irish and, in the main,

Wery sarly in the histary of tha Cailic
‘arquaga there was a Parouble: werds
megmning with that letter jost it | he
etlest has rérpained 1o this oay

Latin has ‘pater for Tather; scioms the
specIrum of languages hev ng thai wrigin

moLatin we mave! Pere, Fadre, Pgre,
Falre.  Tha  Indo-Eurcpesr will
charge dightly the

arer, Fadder, W,

e’ {baa
wiThosi L o
P dor
stop-gan lor the P, rhs ©

co, Porgue, snpd Fao

unl of |
Thege hundred years |
hapsy

fed by irish saints).

We do not know foe Certain but same
of UF guess thet thase larmuages My
have had some raletionship with Flangsl
fongies with, for exampis, the kngugos
ot the Eskimoss or of the Red jndians of
Amariza.

LANGUAGE

postanna @ chossint t3 sé mar

K

md Osdid & bhaint as an S.A5. Is
ionaNn seo Bgus s rd qur chiir nios
ma Caitlicigh & mhard,

Lean Jim Kilfedder (P.UP.) qur
ehdir don Eaglajs Caitlicuach saigh-
didiiri da chuld Oglaigh ng hEireann
@ chur faoi choinneslbhd, Teas
taionn o Kilfedder gach Caitlicsach
i cheangal Ic ba an chiigir, Sin an
saghas mecrmimh & Gsdideann an
U.D.A. #te. nuair & maraionn siad
Caitlicigh ar an t-aon 3bhar gur
CaithBcigh iad. Is speisitil gur bhagair
an WD A go drogfaidic “frontline
role”, B iz baf v sin né oo dtos-
“noidh siad ar a bhfeachtas i gooinne

_Seasann go léor de mhuintic na
hEiregnn leis an bpolasai sin. Ach
B culd des na Gindirl siopai &gl
ierraidh an dubh & chur fog nhaal
ar & geustaimejr], Tagann seéal
chughainn an  tseachtain s20 mar
gheall ar chés a tharls |e déanal

Bhi tdgra mér “Irish Tomsatoes
79p per Ib.” leasmuiygh de shiops
Fitzpatricks: fruit and vegetable, 41

® RIVER LIFFEY, DUBLIN
"enorant Arglo-irsh pecsons havs
naseuline Liffwy Into
"

Sl

Lite, unusualty

i Fivers, ingsed
IGNORANT
T Anghs- h persons

® Pioss den Saracen da chiiid Arm na Greataing & sfideadh & a challa | nDeiscaart

Shakespearg it known es the Bard of

Jn pobel Caitliceach arfs.

NT raibh ciall ar bith leis an mid
2 bhi 1§ rd ag Peter Robinson den
D.UF, Ddirt s8 gur Iirigh an
ionsal, “the cowardly tactics of the
LR.A." 5 coslil nach dtuigesnn 5
fdls nédir an chogaidh = Tuaiseirt,
Cogadh_ tresllchogaithe in fadsn an
stiit at3 ar siGl

Dar lois go bhfuil meatacht an
baint leis un sachtra seo. Ach chuir
ne hOglalgh san eachtra sen a
mbeatha agus & sacirse | mbaal,
Leirigh na hﬂ?glaigh crogacht as an
ngnath sa chis seo,

Ach @ thanbh baothcheing de

eannacha

Sraid Camdan | mBaik: Atha Cliath,
Mhcall a0 fégrz besn isteach sa
siopa, Ach nusir o phioc si suas
na irdtal thug < faoi dears go raibh
Canary Tomatoes seriofs ar an
bodipésr a bhi timpssll orthu,

Ddirt lucht an siopa WT gan
bacaint_leis an bpdipéar agus nach
raibh t8bhacht ar bith ag baint Jais
sin. Thakpean s ansin dalbbh an

e

e

LE DEASUN
SREATAACH

ragard itas @ sisn of lteracy, rather than
the obwious opposits, not t0 knows tho
Irish largiesge, have mede faals ot hem-
safvas by forcing the masculine Littay
into a taminine roie gnd calling this e
thang ‘Anna Litley'.

The “Amna’ unkiown too gaglh il
flerates, has come down to us thinugh
the corrsprion ‘of the word for Friwas’,
abhalnn, in modsin [rish.

The same word, incidentlly, is 1o b
found ir Ergland = 'avon’. England was
Coftic-speaking  lameky up o ahaug,
perneps, one hundred vesre bufore The

birth of Sr. Pamick, and even, ey
likedy, i soma consideralile  periged
afberwars,

Celticspesking England wes imvadag
oy lAutonic panples with tha Tall of tha
Moman Fmpire, Thay were fiores and
e pRoples and these characterisiios
have remained over the eeniursss, down
TNE pressnt Tame, sspecially o be
noted 0 their dealings with the eish
espie

Mecsoanng ot their onslgughis

COTTUTIENTS vire
i, wnd thay
ents by Irish

et ot Brit

many  af the ald
= remgin in Englandt

- & el ward — o

Ard Mhaea

caithfimid an duais & thabhs
isvachtain sen do Trever |
dn R,U.C. Diirt s nach b
na saighdifiri “the opportun
living or dying”, Té an argdin
Iz clos go minic na lestheant
agus nfl ciall ar bith lais.

Té rogha againg go lair, Is
linei a bheith mar gouid de
Shatanz nd gan = bheith. Ma
ann  siad pdirt sne  forssl
tuigeann ciad an scdsl Tirigte
chach gur targaid ied fiirss
Breataine sa Tuslsceart.

T4 an roghe soildir agus nfl
aheariin st san a jochwen

LE TOM.

fégra @ bh[ ar an  mbosca
“exparted from Canary Islar
Mar fhreagra ar sin d'iompaigh
&l bosca timpesl] | dtrec s
bhfeadfal an fogra & fheic
Ddirt fear an siopa I&7 nach r
inti ach “busy body”,

Leirionn an cfs 20 go go
fimid go I8ir 2 bheith ar §r ng
fﬂcnirlne_ a leithaid sen,

awgn, the river, another Celtic wr
He e il to hawn fiwee in Stratford
A,

Cambridge, the place of tha fary
univeisity, alsn hes o Cebtic prafici
atil meanz  grocked in lrish (as
Sonts GAidhiig end Manx), The w
appaars in the famows Soottish surna

Cambiéal fangties, Camphalt], the cre
od mouth.
PATHIC
We ara peid thot the lnsh pet

saini, Patric, cima o Irsland in 432 ,
The Irigh were so sensitive sbows: t
P gnd O, nowsver, that thoy remss
him Cawie, replacing 1he initial P v
fh

Aftar a while, dinsibly, they daci
Lo accepn him as he wes. The man
hie follower: brough: into Irigh & h
newi vosbularg of words which, on

inafly Latin, had Dazeed throwgh Wel
2= Cheistianity  progressed  in g
country.

Thus, woday, the irigh words

many terms eonnectss with the Chu
haws nbwious Latin roots: saoert, aagl
easped, laach, beisteadh will oo
exampies (priest, chirch, hishop, he
— originally laity — and hapeism].

The new influsnce had gtrange r
uits: Baithis (forchoed] came to iw
called becsuse this was whers bagri
of water bagan: Even one of the Ini
wordd For ran’, biiste, resilted fn
this fardiztion

Thes iz part af whet we mean wt
Wi sy a1 the Irish languege is the m.
Irigh thing in Ireland and that it ‘gr
MR, A8 T were, in [raland.

It continued e Caltic fng
Ao But i) becams: imenistmlably part
the frish o mate, characier, mir
& nd other lenguage spoken j
1o This day, hes menaged o do. a
many: Lastin, b

GEarrim
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® Former comradas-in-arms: lan

Milne fiuft} snd Francis Hughes

A true

A TRIBUTE TO THE LATE H-BLOCK HUNGER-STRIKER FRANCIS HUGHES
BY IAN MILNE, A FORMER COMRAD

E-IN-ARMS

@ Franeis Hughes, badly wounded sfter & shoot-out, shortly after his capturs on March 17th 1978

guerrilla fighter

.

ON Good Fridsy 1977, g carload of RUC men wiho
overtook and flagged dawn a car travelling along the
neyrrare foad in Souwth Derry, were suddenly con-
ad by armed [RA Volinteers. Two RUC men were
Kitled! and ane fnjured in the ensing shoot-aut, and the
Volurrteers withdrew safely from the ares duspits s
furthur shoot-out a hundred yards up the rosd.

This typically daring operation was one ameng many
during several hugely ssccessful years of republiican
activity in South Derry, which enemy forces correctly
believed was masterminded by Francis Hughes, The RUT
subsequently took the extremay wnusual step of fssing
& ‘wanted” poster of three republicans from the South
Derry willage of Beilzohy: Francis Hughes, Domimic

good frend.

McGlinchey amd Jan Milne
‘mst wanted e in the Martly’

Here, ane of the “wanted” triv, lan Milne, row vn the
blankel protest in H-8lock, descrities Francis Hughes,
the repnbiicsn he know both as s leffow sctivis! and as 2

describing them as thedr

— —

THIS s only a short account of my
dear friend and comrade Francis
Hughes, who gave his life for a just
and @ worthy causo. It is an honest
picture of a man who was a true friend
and a loyal soldier of Ireland.

Frank's earliest- involvement, in his teens,
2 with the 'Sticks', but this didn't last very
inng atwar they called a ceascfire in 1972
This, he realised, waen't going to help to
remuove the British out of ireland, so he
broke away and formed his own unit under
the name of “the Unrepentanis’, which carried
ot @tlacks on the British forces,

Irv mid- 1974, Frank joined the logal unit
of the Provies. Fr the mament he joined
he went straigh 2 active servica. Therg
Wi No ST now; twenty-lour haurs a
day he wouid rugh to get operations done.

He had & great sense of lasdership which
and just eoubdn’t

you

soldier, W
mus by the RUC, he
attr than an 1 thair

th

t the Brits

m, Frank w

WETE On Bl
on the

they wers slways the right ones, A natural
saldier, and a fearless one &t that, Frank
usad to say, ‘if something has to be done,
thien da it, don't talk abour ii',

Arpund the fire, in homes where he
stayed while ‘on the mn’, he met many
peomle and got on well with them, and they
with him. They would slways et it be
known he wss welcome back, anytime.
Frank was a boy for laughs, and when timas
were dull he would always come up with &
good auld yarn, and he koved children vury
miuch.

Tha Brits and their allies were Frank's
enemy and he confrontad them on overy
oceasion. He wes 2 good omganisss  and
plenner, and tha British werg very careful
where they trod, and the UDR and RUC
cargiul where they slept In effect, thoy too
were 'on the un', knowing they were targets
for Frank, at home, at waork, and in {her
tortified bar acks,

TIGHT-LIPPED
Tawards the end ot 1976, people were
bty allered £50,000 for 2
ing tn Frank’s arrest, s
neople ol [ nayEs
lowad his natme town a
thore wesn't @ Tweld o d

hestrayed
I coumtrys

ha always in
never giving away

& Francis Hughes

n by smuking or by & 5 MmevE-
nd woukd lie out in the opun for
g an end waiting on the enemy - akten
in blizzards,

lowards uther Volunieers Frank had 3
brother-to-brother  relat tupr in that he
would rather have carried oul an operation

himsell  than  needlessly  endanger  his
comrades. His attitude was always: ‘i any-
thing should happon it's berter me than youw’.

He used to call his active service unit the
‘fiying column of the IRA’ and it had many
close calls, the best known being the shoot-
ot with the RUC in Mraperstown in 1974;
negr Monoymore in 19772 and the final one
near Maghera in 1978,

SHOOT-OUT

A true guerrilla fighter, carrying his AR 18
rifig, short-sim and grenades with him at all
times, with his sheer nerve, boldness and
cunning, the Brits dresded the thought of
meeting him,

When Frank was finally captured In
March 78, after the shoot-out with the SAS,
they must have thoughl for sure they had
heatd the last of him.

But Frank Hughws had other idess. Frank
usad hes body 84 & weapon when he hed ro
qun: he newer once lacked that Hame of
freedom hurning insick him; he never oncs
lorgot his love fos the Irish peaple.

That samie revolutionary flame was still
there when he he blanket amd went
f s * Breme
¥ hurnsell, He gave his [ifa for his
5, dying o slow and tortured death,

Frank Hughes' main aim was to achisvs
an Ireland free from tha British invader. His
dedication to that sim, as 2 true soldier ol
lreland, can nower be questioned by thoss
who knew, and always remetiber him,
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MacDiarmada
Commemoration

THE ai

=l commamaration af the
rEECLTED 6 nacar Sean Mac Diarmads
wez  heid i clagher, County
Leitrin:, on Sunday 17th May, with
& karge artandance from the surmounding
countics,

The parade, led by a colour party aid
teu D, Marched from Straduffy
Crogs 1o the MacDiarmada memarial in
the willage where wreaths were  lgid,
ineluding ona by tha TBT6 Radar; nieee
Boz Keanoy, A decade af tho rosary was
recited in righ, and 1318 prodlam-
ation and a stetemant from the local
Hagaiblican Mowmmant wars ragd,

The proceedings were chaired by
Searnuz Mcliowan and the oration wes
wiven by Onwesn Caroon, siecton agent af
the lgte Wolunieer Bobby Sands, MP.

Quning the coremony @ British army
halicopter openly crossed rha Dorder,
circled tha witlage and hovered ower the
ard for savaral minues,

r thig year, on Saturday 1=
March, Kilrsclogher was the scene of a

2 hali-hour geriod

Death of
Maire Gleeson

THE desth has wsken miace of Mare

Gleaspn  of  Bailymackey,
County Tipgerary.

A life-long  memibsr of Cumann
na mBan, sha was the wife of wetaran
Dgn Gieoson who was interned and
imprisaned the Partiss, fifties, sixtics
and meventiza. She mmained  faithiul
to her republican ideals until her death
and many republicans e cEigs 10 be
ngnkful ma her far her kingness and
hospitality,

Nemagh,

Death of
Johnny Grealy

THE derath has wipos ol Johnny

wha To waars  lwed
e lley, County Kikdare, and was
af the Wolfe Tone Cormne

Cammittes and vice-chairmesn
Kildar= brench of the
rinnal Graves Assosiylion

dohnny was born in 1884 In Shan-
walla, Ballyheunis, Gounty Maya, and
v ot tha local Fenian leader

I He o 1"BE
and ieary 1918  and

remaingd @ dedecatad gupporter of the

A right through
wr, I|r tly ws OUC

He saw active sar

the Black and

ol g col
umn and leter 28 QIC of The drd West-
ern  divisiun’s sl gervice wnit. He
I5 reputed  the first shows
west ol the Shannon im the Tan war .

He wes  caprured by Fren  Brame
toros  wowards the and of the civl

weat anil was held &2 8 hostage under
semtance of death wumill hie rolesse in
19748 when he emigreted to the United

Srares. On  his ratumn in the  early
he continued his republicsn
@5 sonving  further  taems  of

imprsanment.

Of the pressnt phaga of the strugghe

and the campaign of vilification of rap-
ublicang ne would alweys summariss
mus: ‘Flemember et the same sorts
af people me seying the same soris of
things =5 they did gbout us in our day
asil aboat iy father in his fime’,

Final nonours weré accorded the
ramains by the Republican Movemnent.
A gtirring gEvesids gration at Mainham
cemetsry was oclivered by An tAthair
Deagian Mao  Cnngamna and musical
fributes ware rendersd by “nembers of
the O Duwil family. The symparhy of the
Rapundican Movamant was extended o
Jdohmny  Grealy's wife, family  and
friends

THE death has mken plac
republican Johee Cay

ment in County Kildare,

At his fuiecgl -in_ha

sympathy of  the

and deughtars and many friends.

3

e A A AL P LA A

association with the Republican Mows-

own  his
remging ware arcompanied to the grave-
vard by 3 guard of honour snd the
FRepublican  Mowa-
Mment was exprassed 1o his wifo, sons

IN MEMORIAM

EMGELEN, Marting F|TZ§1MMC|NS
doeyy McDOMNELL Edwi
MeILHONE, Jackis, (B n-“""'l'"lll'\:l
in proud and baving memaory of Wols
Martin - Engepen,  Josy  Fitzsimenons,
Edoir McDonnel grd Jecids Mel lhone,
Bcitash Brigade, Oglalgh na hElreann,
who died 25 a resull of an sccidentsl
axpiaslon whila on active servicoduty an
BTy 2Bth 1972, Fualr sisd bds ag troid
ar son saoirse, Mevar fergotien by thelr
friends and comrades [ the Belfast
Brizade.

EMGELEN, WMarting FITZSIMMONS,
- MeDGNNELL, Edwards:
MelLHun;, Jdackla, (9tn l‘-\nﬂl'\lu'saryl
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Martin [Hjg Min| Engeben, Josy it
dmmaons, Eddle MoDonnell and lackie
Mgllhors, Baifast Bricsdes, Ogisigh na
htireann, wi were klliad | an pec-
|darital axplosion in Andersan Street In
the Short Strana In the early Ny of
Sunday 28tn May 1972, while on actjve
servlca duty, Wa alss remember those
clviltans who died In the same expios
lor. GO addang Oin trocalre aroa nan-
amacha. Moeor forgotien by Yhe me
bers wf the Martin Tracey Sinn FEin
cumann, Short Strand, and by ail their
Triends and comrades in the Shart Strand.

MARTIM, Eugene. (Tth Annivecsary).
Im loving memory of oUr oRr s,

Eugone, (agsd 18}, who oied on May
13th 1574, RIP. 5t. Martin interceds
far him. Aksays cenembered by hAls

father, mather, brothers, sisters, wncles
and antz,

McHEARNEY, Sean. [Tth Annivorsary],
Im-lzwlig avamiory of our dear son Sean.
fagee 14), wha disd on May 13th 1974,
RIP, 8, Cillver Plunkett Entercece for
him. Always remoembared by his father,
L U|.|\llb brothers,  sisters uncles and

MEeKEARMEY, Seani MARTIN, Eugsra
(Tth Anniwerzary). I proud and ioving

memary of Yol Sean MecFaarney and
Wgl. Eugana  Martin, Oglalgh s
raari, wha disd on May 15th 1974,
e, Mary Queen of Ireland Intercsds
for them. Always remembered by the
Mck sy iy MAFLI Shnn Fein cumann.,

MoKEARMNEY, Seain: MARTIN, Eugens,
{Fth Anniwersary}. In proud and [oving
mamary of vol. Saan McHparney and
wol. ugane  Martin, Oglalgh  a
hElreann, whao disd on May 13th 1974
RIF, Wil thos who think of them
todaw, a 1L prayor to Jesus say. Aways
remem by thelr friunds and com-
radey in the fapublican Movement.

Sympathy

GLEESOM. Despast sympatny to Dlan
Gason and famlly at Balymackey,
Menagh on the death of Maris G isssor
from  the Republlcan  Mowomeont In
Morth Tipperary.

fs rroiEn

A roghnaigh 80 bis 2 thiy seosea-ef (5,

i an feacht a0 @ waigh go fard:

MoMULTY.
Sinn Feln cumann, South Down, would

MAIDIN D

580 dan a chumadh ar bhas Bobby Sands. I3 féidir & a chanadh e fonn ‘Bold Robert Emmet’.
Taimid buioch dir |eithesir’ uiligh a sheol dénte agus amhrain chughainn, 13 oth linn nach
féidir iad go 1€ir a chur | geld. ‘Mér Bhride Anna’ ddas an d

74 seamaill gn bronach 04 cinn oripoha Fodkls,
An ghrian go lahripeh sgus sedartha faoi sowal
& thadiniy e [Gars ddr goiapadh ‘sdér vediadh,
Fuaic Bobby 67 bds go moch maidin D Mt

fa ghaarr € an (raimhee a chaith s€ sa s01 890,
Seacht mibiiatn {5 fiche i7 coogs-MachT 146, |

A mor-chula | ngéibhissin a5 son smoirse Efresmn, -
Ix il @ foair Bobly BEs maidin De Mdire.

BT am e-Ggifear 8 Hn-e-ﬂﬂ ehun cambiraic
Lo sled agurs claitheami ng qunrs i (A,

Ach gearh-laoch ma hw-_,w it Bidth gral e crogeshia
Canin dd po browdil ar phink iz ar chepichat,

oo s Fadhla s o ol dddalthie oga
A fuaiv Sobhy Gg b g inoch maidin De Mt

The McMulty/McGorrian
Iike to ewtend OEEQEST SYmpathy to the
family ang trisnds of Mrs. Mary A,
McMuity, Casijeweblan, who died on
May 215 A mhuire na nEael dean idir
qul ar & hanam,

McHULTY. The Peter Mcohulty Sinm
Fein cumarnn, South Wown, gand thelr

modl dndera and deepest sympatny to

e
£ Mchulty, Castlswallan, who disg on

family and friends of Mrs. Mary
May 21zt 1581 Go ndeana Dia trdcalre
ar @ hianam,

MEMULTY. Soutn DOown  Comnakila
Ceantair Sinn Fedn wish to extend thair

FaariTait swmpethy tu tnu familly and
friends of M MeMuliy,
Gl jwrwniian, who dhﬂ on May Zlst

1981, Mary Quetn of |reland pray for
heer.

I

EVERY GUESTIOH-—
- SOMETIMES THREE

TwD SIPES TO

AHDP 1N COMCLUSION

LET ME SAY—
BUT ON THE

CTHER :

R bappy ealicens, Soan-Marks, We sal

0
| Wictory Al
Tarnily. Managhan,

CALLAN, Adrlan. [H5-Block]. Birthday
greetings to our son Adrian on hls 220 |
birthday. God bless you and all your
comrages. From mum and dad.

Adrian, (HSElock)l, Best
ar Adrian. Frorh your
slstars, Ariane and Lirsila, |
CALLAN, Adrian. (HS-Block). Birthday
grestings to our brother, Adrien. From
your brotivers Eugane, Aaren, and lvan.
FIELDE, Damien, [Ha-Block), Best)
withas on your 2000 Birthday, Damisn.
From Hate, Patsy and all the dem iy,
Armagh City and "Pop™ (Cage 11,
HEAPEE, Garry, (Portiacis), Hapey
birthday Gerry and best wishes from
Hﬂl'b‘ and famlly: from Patrick and
‘Gerard; from Margaret and [inda) from
Mre Dviin ane James, Black Streat;
and fram Carmol and Barbara.
MAHER, Barnard, (Dhrlhnln]
birthday for ‘May 27ih,
Tany, Rabbl, Paddy, Bert, EI. |.u :-um
and all the barmen in Wals send their
regards, and say there musi be at least &y
haif a docen pints behind the bir Tor you |
W,

MAHER, Bernard. [Portlaoss). Happy
wirthday to My soi Bernard. it domsa't )
take 2 spechil day to bring you fo m:ré

quw

e, for @ day without a thought of
you I= wory hard to find.'t Lows from
our rmiatihvar, and all the fam iy,
MAHER, Beroard. (Partiacis). ||a=uwl,
birthday Bornard. Fram Larry a
Philly, slsa from Ellzsbain and Srend
MAHER, Barnard. (Portiaolss), Many®
nappy returns Barnand. From the Sikary
Famfiy, [
M:GLINCHEV Sagn,  Thoe Belbeliiy
Prisoners of War Welfare Asgaciation |
send bDirthday grealings to Sean Mc
Ginchay Tor May 31st, “it docsn't take
a spoclal day to bring you to our oinds, |
for s day without a thaught of you &
very hard to find,”
auiMn,  Anndarie.  [Armagh
Happy birthday Ann Marie. 1t o
takes = speclal day to bring wou to our
minds, Tor a day wi | a thought of
you would ba wary hard to find. Love
and fcizzes, Pasdar and msids Hamii and
family.
QUIMMN, Ann-ttasia. (ermanh jaill. Many
ke yuid
and  determbnation.
From ihe Cassay

@i
n't

W your  courage

I sight.

F——————

THANKS

THE H-BELOCK/ARMACH APFEAL
FUND acknowiadges with thasks Lhe
il of E100 frgm ine republican
wrlsaners (n Fortlaciss jall, recelved vis
Mary O eia, Rorlariingtan.

FREEN CROSS racefwed  wiih
thanks a donatlkon of £48 from M D
Whitley.

GREEN CROSS '73 pecsivad with thanks
an angnymaus donatien of £10.

AAFFLE RESULTS
Nationsl Graves Asocistion, Waxford
Michaal Conroy Memarksl Fund

1% wrize: Aaolsin Dawls, Garey, Ind
Anthany Rossittar, Wesdard; 3rd
savid Mavanagn, Clonroche.

LOST

BROWN AOSARY wi Taclad brown
scapular sltachad, inw Ieather purss,
weas lost on Saturday 23rd May, bohwesn
Dublin &nd Camiouph. It hee 3 deep sen-
timeental gignificance for its owner, whi
is offaring a small reward to its Tmadar, 1
found, pleass conract Mrs. Murphy
{Howthl, cio An Phoblachi/Aepublican
Mews, 44 Parmell Squars, Dubdin

i
P



ympathy

mGnrs

ompast
fer, and

...-rrathv fo b
tami cie of aur
Hughes,

ur t
wha died

McorREESH, Thie Republican Mavement 1'r.r|s|n:| Osmlgr ma e fraann,
Lo : Cumann na mBan, Cumann na gCaiiind, Na Fianna Fireann, % Flin and
LN T ST TR, Curnann na n-Uialgheann Malskunta, deeply cegeet the seath of VoL Raymaond
cralal gmit caliols Bril- McCreesh and oxtond candolences ta the Darsaved MoGrassh tamily,
.;:d J h:*ls“n:: b '“I‘ Feawrnand MoCreesh was 2 guiet unassuming Yalunieer, bul cne who carried

Icanisim 3 sth an [AA

o
5 lesivic and N

the mantle of Repu
spmrations amd finally o
Ing his political convictions betore the sorls. We sabuts our comrsds By
At from fis sacrifios s draw and s deawiog increased slbresgtiy,
“Defiberately hiere we awow ourscives, as he avowed himseIf In the dock, rish-
men of one nli:ql;nl:e anly., We,. and you oihers who are apocisted With us
Eoday'y b fd duty, aFe baund logeiher and must stand tagether Rencefarth In
brotherry unlun for the achievement of the fresdom of Irefand... We piedes be i
land our love, anm we pisdes (o English rule in (rejand aur hate.,. Our foes are
sirang amd wise amd wary. Bul.. hay cannot undo the miracles of God who
rigens in the hearfs of young men the seeds sown Dy the young men of a formar
seneration.” FADRAIG FEARTE.

mother patriot de
murder for

reana, wha

wa il
Le0my Mesh prison hos

Final saiute
(]
Bebby Sands

Mgy THh 1987

Final salute
to
Franeis Hughes

May 16th 1881

Ma Fia
egret ine
m and

We stanad fax
snjny the @rozpenity they mightly dessrve,
temsitm anad azpioitaiion, Tha resl cxim
thrived on the blood and
conirol of
would rather
a'HARA,

ihan ral o Lhis concrete

i

Rirmingham, deeply regret the death:
Raymond Mr.._... and Dalzy O Ham
h

itlon 15 in
.J||’J|"-|I\

<xm
L LLL
[Iinl:h\l Sands.) We
wxland L=
famlies and friends.

MeCREESH; O'HARS,
pathy
V’J'.

a 'rlenrm: 1

O'HAaRA, Masy, wo
to the fam

¥ and rller.ds af
Anmrack Paldy murckred by

“Saft be il Hagt
aroud.be the country
AVErgrasn the

r-strikm entoroed on theem theeugh
afisigency Enn orutality. =

men ganc. bef

.'\-.w.:ys. remembesea iy .

rugeml lue iy b o o
rads, and Haymond's formor ozl - Lmh;::‘..:. nnf_,:dﬂ:?r
Potlaly gleran [H3) and oy all tus NE irana
Laughran family.
MeCREESH: O'HARA.

af the PearseMicDaid b CEgEaE

¥oung

the -.ccnnm of the ]- sh mation o

eat of senerations of
irsland through force of srms snd ihers i only one wiy t6 end )
mo

Final salute
to
Patsy 0°Hara

May 365th 1881

\Firmaten, L
n and Cumann
vy 1

a
tara

at future generatians will
ram torman inlarfaresce, opp-
aru i British imosrialisis who Rave
Irish men. They have maintamed
[
yuars fo come™ PATLY

sympatliy | lis, Frsdiits di
Enmrades of Raymaond McCreesh
anc Wal, Pabsy OfHara [IM1LA) whn dies)
an th 61'1 day of th Prunger-sirike

wal statuz
among  th

T hwey will be spoken
CnpIE s gurarst o

witl| call them Blessed.

MeCREESH! O'HARA. Gincerast con-
aolencas are aziangac Lo 0 daoniims
of Raymond McCreesh and Patsy O FHar
wha died on hunger-sirlke. Thelr deaths
have T
POWs. We wish you srength 1he oo

st

ing strungis. 1“rom the Left Sack
Party (W), Denoark,

EAMDE; HUGHES: McCREREH;
CUHARA. The Thamm Gibson
Ffan  curnann, Pootarlinglan, County

geanly st

the murder

reg

Volunieers Babby ~ Sands,  Francis
Hughes, Raymond Sclioessln and Patsy
O'Flara (IMLA} ab 1le hands of the Dril-
Ish. W wish to sxtend our dessest sym-
pathy to thwir Tt © is ot Eheer
weiwm can anflict the most but thows wiho

i

can endure the most s il ulblirmate
compus,
SANDS; HLIGHES; rMeCREESH
a'HARA, Dundaik FODF mmnd their
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~ SAVE THE LIVES OF
THESE FOUR HUNGER-STRIKER

KIERAN DOHERT
aged 25, Bolfast
commenced hunger sk
Friay 22id M;

JOE McDONMNELL

aged 30, Balfast
commenced hunger-strik
Saturday 9th W

-

S
s
i

il

MARTIN HURSON
aged 26, Tyrone
commenced hunger-strik

Friday-29th May

SMASH BRITISH H-BLOCK DEATH POLICY
SUPPORT THE POLITICAL PRISONERS!
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