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@ Crumlin Road jail, Belfast, after eight republicans shot their
way to. Ircndam on Wedn-d'y afternoon

EIGHT republican prisoners on remand in Belfast’s Crumlin
Road }all shot their way to freedom out of the heaviest guarded
prison in Europe last Wednesday, in one of the most daring
IRA escapes of the last ten years.

The escapees are: brothers Tony
and Gerry Sloan, Gerard McKee,
Joe Doherty, Angelo Fusco, Patrick
Magee and Tony Campbell, all
from Belfast and charged in
connection either with M60 machine
gun arttacks in 1980 on an RUC
patrol in Andersonstown in which
an RUC man was killed and three
wounded, or with the siege on the
Antrim Road in May 1980, when a
Captain in the SAS was killed;
and Pete Ryan from Ardboe, in
County Tyrone, who was charged
with killing an RUC Reservist and
a UDR man.

All eight were also charged
with IRA membership.

The men came out the way they
went in last year — through the
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front gate! The elaborate, spec-
tacular escape began around 4p.m.
when legal visits which they had all
arranged for the same time had
just ended and the prisoners were
put in two cells.

When warders came to bring
back one set of prisoners to their
wing, one of the Volunteers pro-
duced a short-arm, forced the
warders  to release  the other
prisoners and then locked about
ten warders in the cell.

They then made their way to
‘B’ wing’s visiting area and arrested
all the  warders, visitors and
solicitors who were there, before
locking about thirty up in a room.
One warder, named as Killen,

[continued on page 2)
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® British troops, a prison officer and RUC men, in despair, at the insecure gates of Crumlin Road jail
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(continued from front page)

went for his baton, v,ras disarmed
and hit over the head.

FRACAS

It was during this fracas that
the prisoners then 'dished out
some  punishment = to another
warder, named as Joe Kennedy,
for his assault on .republican
prisoners ‘in the jail in recent
months.

One report states that at one
stage a squad of between ten to
fifteen warders wielding batons,
who thought the fracas was a
mere scuffle, attempted to over-
power the men but retreated when
shots were fired.

Two warders and a solicitor were
ordered to strip, and three of the
IRA men dressed in two uniforms
and a suit, respectively, calmly
walked to the main gate which
was opened for them. They then

pulled guns on the real warders * |

in this key security area, and made
them lie on the ground until their
five comrades ran across a small
courtyard to join them.

GUARDED

Directly opposite the jail is
Crumlin Road courthouse which
is heavily guarded and as soon as
the first group of men broke through
the front gate of the jail, RUC
men  and British
across the road at them. The
escapees then ran to one of two
awaiting cars in the car-park
behind the health centre and
made their escape.

But the second group were
involved in a shoot-out, and only
escaped when an IRA active service
unit (one of a number which was
touring the Crumlin Road area
as back up) provided cover fire
for them.

The escapees commandeered a
car and drove into a nationalist
area of Belfast where they immed-
iately went to ground.

Soon afterwards, the RUC and
British army set up checkpoints
on all main roads in Belfast as well
as most border crossings.

CHEERS

As the men made their escape,
clearly visible to republican prison-
ers in cells on the top landing of
‘A’ wing, loud cheers went up and
makeshift flags were flown from
the windows. *

The main M60 trial, which
had lasted five weeks, ended last
Friday and the judge was due to
give his judgement this Friday,
only forty-eight hours after the
escape. It is almost certain that
by Friday night the seven men
would have been in the H-Blocks
and on the blanket.

The British government was
humiliated by the escape, loyalists
were furious, nationalist people
overjoyed and one man, the chief
prosecution witness and tout in one
of the M60 trials, James Kennedy,
must be extremely sick. His victims
had fled! Out on their own bail!

It is reported that when one of
the escapees arrived in a safe area,
the first words of freedom he
spoke were: ‘Are any of the M60's
available so we can show them
that we are back in business?”

soldiers fired -

revitalised.

Positive effects |
needtobe ¢
quickly reinforced

r BY KEVIN BURKE I

THE intervention of the nine
H-Block/Armagh prisoner can-
didates in the Free State gen-
eral election has undoubtedly
achieved its primary objective
in revitalising the campaign in
support of the hunger-strikers
and | remobilising support
beyond all expectations after
the numbing effect of the
deaths and funerals of the first
_ four hunger-strikers.

The enthusiasm of existing cam-
paigners and of those spurred by the
election campaign to become actively
involved has been evident in all con-
stituencies and it has been matched by
the sympathetic and concerned res-
ponse from all those thousands can-
vassed on the prisoners’ behalf.

URGENCY

The urgency of the hunger-strike cam-
paign, whatever the outcome of the election,
continues to grow and all the positive effects
of the election campaign have to be quickly
reinforced.

Campaigners, seasoned by their experience
both in organisation and in witnessing face
to face on a massive scale the feelings of the
people for the hunger-strikers, will have
overcome any fears which may have made
them hesitate in the campaign ahead.

The effect of the prisoners’ intervention
on the overall election campaign was par-
ticularly interesting and showed that the
Free State politicians of all parties, whatever
their public face, were finding the same con-
cerned here as those igning on
behalf of the prisoners.

Fianna Fail activists, in particular, as the
days went by, were very anxious to let it be
known that they were not publicly resenting
the intervention of candidates who would
first of all cut into their support. Around the
constituencies Fianna Fail were saying that
they understand the concern on the issue
and were sure that any votes going to the
prisoners would return on second preference
to them.

SILENCE
The initial silence by the politicians after
the H-Block/Armagh intervention = was
broken on Friday, June 5th, by Fine Gael
leader Garret FitzGerald who, having sensed
Fianna Fail’s growing unease, hit hard at
Charlie Haughey’s gullibility in relying on
British premier Thatcher and. his inability
to affect the hunger-strike issue.
The same unease caused Haughey in the
final -days . of the campaign, after.a long.si

ence, ‘1o repeat more“and more regularly his
> A X
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@ H-Block campaign caravan in Cavan, where hunger-striker
Kieran Doherty was a candidate
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claim-that he had been instrumental behind
the scenes in achieving a ‘settlement’ of the
pre-Christmas hunger-strike, and that he wag
still working behind the scenes to get That-
cher to move. '

PRESS i
The grave concern of Fianna Fail was no-
where better illustrated than by the attitude
. of the ‘party newspaper’, the “/rish Press’, to
the prisoners’ election campaign. After
weeks of comparatively commendable
coverage of the hunger-strike campaign, the
“Irish Press” dramatically changed its attitude
and matched the other two Dublin news-
papers in consistently playing down and dis-
regarding the campaign.

Just a few of the constituency profiles
which appeared in the ‘Irish Press’ illustrate
the point. The profile in the ‘/rish Press’ on
Louth only mentions the Agnew candidacy
to mock at it.

The Dublin West profile in the ‘Evening
Press’ does.pot even ment|
of :Tony: O'Hara. " The -Cava

Waterford, for hunger-striker candidate Kevin

fi[e in the “Irish Press’ briefly dismisses
Kieran Doherty as perhaps grabbing a few
extreme Fianna Fail votes but is generally

- not taken seriously. The Dublin North East

profile in the ‘Evening Press’ does not men-
tion the candidacy of H-Block campaigner
Paddy Healey and so on.

_But anyone visiting or living in the con-
smuem_:ies contested by prisoners could not
but be impressed by the campaigns mounted.
The masses of posters, the busy election
headquarters, the hosts of election workers
and the enthusiastic election meetings spoke
for themselves. And where electoral cam-
Df{lgnmg experience was lacking it was cer-
?aln!v made up for by hard work and ded-
ication particularly from the many youthful
Participants.

The undoubted gains of the campaign,
proving that enough workers can be mob-
ilised to inform the Irish people in detail
about the hunger-strike issue at a very per-
sonal level without the aid of the establish-
ment media, must be pushed forward and
made  to. bear - fruit _in- the. saving- of the

~hunger:strikers’ lives; *




® Joe McDonnell @ Kieran Doherty

ND MORE

THE exhausting and hectic
campaign for a prisoner can-
didate in the Free State ele-
ctions on Thursday had a dead
line of polling day.

But exhausting though' it

may have been,as with the
cost of the Bobby Sands vic-
tory for jubilant campaigners
in Fermanagh and South Ty-
rone, there is no time to relax
now that the election is over
because there is a literal dead-
line on the life of H-Block
hunger-striker Joe McDonnell
measured in thirty days.

“This Saturday, Joe McDonnell com-
pletes his fifth week on ‘hunger-strike,
followed by Kieran Doherty (twenty-
three days), Kevin Lynch (twenty-two
days), Martin Hurson (sixteen days) and
Thomas McElwee (five days). And, on
Monday, they are expected to be joined
by a'sixth hunger-striker.

The widespread support, North and
South, for the prisoners if harnessed and
concentrated ‘like a laser beam into’ pol-
itical pressure within Ireland will, in
turn, melt the British government’s in-
flexibility.

REINFORCED

The Free State election has reinforced the
national ~dimension to the protest campaign,
which has for so long been undermined and
sabotaged by Fianna Fail leader, Charles
Haughey, personating as a supporter of the pris-
oners’ rights.
¢ The i of ther political
prisoners in the H-Blocks after the death of
their four comrades, to not only continue, but
to intensify the hunger-strikes should now be
matched by an equal determination and comm-
itment from supporters to break British in-
transigence and ensure that there are no more
funerals from the H-Blocks.

And the key to breaking the British can be
found in some of the arguments being put 1qr-
ward, in justification of their respective posit-
ions, by " the leaderships of Fianna Fail and the
SDLP, Brits, the RUC, and the Catholic hier-
archy (the latter three having hitherto been re-
lied upon ‘to maintain, for the British, relative
nationalist stability). g
The Brits have said that

hunger-strikers ar
S AN

@ Kevin Lynch

‘® Martin Hurson
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@ Thomas McElwee

@ Goretti McDonnell with her children Bernadette, aged ten, and Joseph, aged nine, —
there is no time to relax if the life of their husband and father, Joe McDonnell, is to be saved

more useful to the IRA dead than alive.

This is a lie but it means in an inarticulate
way that they are recognising the erosion of the
hallowed middle ground which follows each
hunger-striker’s death. The RUC have been
closely following each H-Block/Armagh march
in the North for its composition and have ex-
pressed concern to the Brits that it is not just
the old faces who are out.

MISTAKEN
During the last hunger-strike it was reported
that RUC chief Jack Hermon favoured a com-
promise because the street povement was lead-
ing to increased nationalist consciousness and
was damaging normalisation, of which the ‘re-
formed’ RUC was an integral part.

On this occasion, however, he has thrown his
lot behind the Brits’ position and believes that
to give the five demands would be a major vic-
tory for the IRA. But the Brits’ mistaken
evaluation of the situation is blinding them to
the fact that persisting in criminalisation (that
is, a showdown with the hunger-strikers) is
destroying normalisation and stability and is in-
jecting mass energy into the IRA.

At the end of the day, and no matter how it
appears phrased, this argument - that the
policy of criminalisation is self-defeating — is
the one beingused by Fianna Fail leader Charles
Haughey, SDLP leader John Hume and the

SRR,

Catholic hierarchy when they suggest prison re-
forms or compromise.

BREAKING-POINT

The British do listen to those whose services
they rely upon, and although their stubbornness
is at present stretching relations with Ireland’s
constitutional and moral leaders (who want a
compromise), a strain of breaking-point pro-
portions is needed if British intransigence is to
be reversed.

There is, of course, the possibility that Brit-
ain would still refuse to budge, in which case
she would be playing-for total humiliation of
the Irish people or total alienation of the Irish
people into the IRA camp. The latter gamble is
too big and that is why Britain can be broken
when the Free State premier, the SDLP leader
and the Catholic hierarchy are forced to apply
their muscle instead of at present playing at it
and even then being intimidated by Protestant
complaints, British Catholic Tory politicians
and the ‘Sunday Express’!

So our target, as before, must be this trio
and their supporters, of persuading and con-
vincing where possible, or by force of the mob-
ilised tens of thousands of potential IRA
supporters, making them realise that they must
speak out to Britain in threatening tones that
are heard not only in the back rooms of Num-
ber Ten Downing Street, but across the world.

That way there will be no more funerals.
380 RE:

.WAR NEWS.)

Fermanagh
UDR ambush

A UDR lance-corporal was shot
dead by IRA Volunteers in South
Fermanagh last Friday morning,
June 5th.

The part-time reservist, who
joined the UDR on the regiment’s
formation in 1970, was ambush
and shot dead after he called ata
house in Tully South, off the
Derrylin road, in County Fer-
managh, to deliver coal — a delivery
round he did once a week, in
addition to his full-time factory
job and part-time UDR activities.

Three IRA Volunteers had taken
over the house earlier in the morn-
ing, and waited until the UDR
man arrived, some time after
11 a.m., before shooting him
instantly dead.

The Volunteers then made their
escape safely in the UDR man’s
delivery van which they abandoned
a mile-and-a-half away. There was,
however, a considerable delay
before reluctant British army
personnel approached the vehicle,
for fear of booby-traps.

Single shot

THE IRA’s Belfast Brigade mounted
a gun attack on an RUC patrol in
North Belfast last Saturday, June
6th. A single shot was fired by a
Volunteer at the RUC in Dun-
cairn Gardens, but no hit was
claimed.

Informer

THE IRA's North Armagh command
have confirmed that a local man, Sean
Nash from Lurgan, currently in Long
Kesh prison, isan RUC informer.

The IRA state:  “/t has come to our
attention that a self-confessed RUC in-
former, Sean Nash, has writien to local
people, in a vain attempt to clear his
name, and that he has told them that he
was acting under IRA orders, while giv-
ing information.

“Nothing could be further from the
truth and while Nash’s allegations are
ridiculous we feel that they should be
formally denied. He was not acting
under orders. He is a selfconfessed RUC
informer and his feeble attempts to clear
himself should be treated with the deris-
0n they deserve.”

Punishment
shooting

THE IRA's Belfast Brigade carried out a
punishment shooting of a well-known
local ‘hood' in the Andersonstown area
of the city on Monday, June 8th.
Eighteen-year-old Jim Devlin, known
locally as ‘gangster Devlin’, was shot in
the knees and elbows.

According to the IRA: “Devlin has
been the instigator of numerous anti-
social acts in the Andersonstown area
which have included the stealing and des-
truction of cars, and physical abuse and
threats to the people of the area.”

Devlin and other ‘hoods’ involved in
this type of actvity have been well
warned in the past by the Belfast Brigade,
who pointed out that “the people of our
areas are already hard pressed by the
RUC and British army. Activities of this
nature will not be tolerated.”
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SONIA DELANDER
bady-so.n:ﬁad by male Brit

Unwarranted
raids

AT 10.30 p.m, on Thursday 4th June,
fifty British soldiers and two RUC men
cordoned off two houses in Aspen
Park in West Belfast's Twinbrook estate,
proceeding to search them and to
intimidate the inhabitants.

One of the houses was entered after
Brits smashed down an unlocked back
door with sledge hammers; neighbours
who came out to see what was happening
were forcibly prevented from approach-
ing the houses (both of which are
occupied by women living alone with
their children), and people attempting
to return to their homes further up
the street were prevented from doing
so.

A very aggressive attitude was taken
to both householders from the outset
by the raiding parties, and when one
of them, Mrs. Delander, asked to see a
search warrant, she was told by an RUC
man : ‘we can do what we like without
awarrant’.

Mrs. Delander’'s thirteen-year-old
daughter, Sonia, was body-searched by

a male British soldier despite the
mother’s protests, Sonia becoming
hysterical at the attack. Sonia has

been told by the British army that she
is to be the next schoolchild shot in
the head by a plastic bullet.

This follows the death of twelve-
year-old . Twinbrook schoolgirl Carol
Ann Kelly, also of Aspen Park, who
died after being shot in the head by a
Brit-fired plastic bullet on Tuesday
May 19th as she walked home from a
local shop.

These latest raids are seen by local
people as part of the regular campaign of
Brit harassment of those involved in
H-Block protests in the area.

® BRIAN STEWART
killed by a plastic bullet

Political
postponement

THE appeal by Belfast mother Mrs.
Kathleen Stewart for civil damages
arising out of the shooting dead of her
twelve-year-old son a plastic bullet
in October 1976, was postponed for
the sixth time, in the Belfast High
Court last week.

Brian Stewart, from Turf Lodge in
West Belfast, was returning from a shop
in Monagh Crescent, Turf Lodge, on
October 4th 1976, when a British
soldier fired a plastic bullet hitting him
in the head. He died in hospital six
days later. ;

The British army issued contradictory
statements at the time of the shooting,
saying that Brian was 8 ring-leader of
rioting which was taking place, en_d
later, that the .soldier firing the plgmc
bullet had his ~ aim interféred
with, hitting Brian instead of his intended
target. Local  people have always
emphatically denied that there was any
rioting at the time.

Mrs. Stewart believes that the hearing
of her appeal, against an earlier court
decision refusing civil damages, has
been postponed yet once more, under
political pressure from the Northern
Ireland Office, because of a fear that
renewed attention will also be focussed
on recent deaths and serious injuries
inflicted by the British army’s lethal
plastic bullets.

A BRITISH soldier shot dead

foot patrol.

The incident occurred in the
Creggan estate at Central Drive
when an IRA Volunteer fired a sin-
gle shot at a British army patrol. A
soldier standing in the grounds of
the Holy Child school immediately
opened fire with anumber of rounds
directed at the Creggan shops, fat-
ally wounding Joseph ‘Drummer’
. Lynn, of Creggan Heights.

DEAD
Joseph Lynn fell to the ground,
wounded in the neck. Local people
carried him into Ramsey’s shop a
few -feet away and gave him first
aid until an ambulance arrived only
moments later to take him to Alt-

nagelvin hospital, but he was dead _

JHOHY WA
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Derry man shot dead

a sixty-five-year-old pensioner in

Derry on Wednesday week, June 3rd, after an IRA attack on a

on arrival.

The British army pursued a van,
opened fire, and uncovered a rifle
which had been used by the IRA
Volunteers who escaped. It is sig-
nificant that even the British army

and RUC versions of the affair —~

of which there were several - all
claimed that the IRA fired only one
shot.

It is also worth noting that des-
pite the Brits finding the weapon
used by the IRA neither the Brits
nor RUC issued any statement
claiming that ‘forensic evidence’
linked the captured “rifle to the
ammunition - which killed Joseph
Lynn — an incriminating omission
indicating that the weapon which

killed Joseph Lynn was a British
army 7.62 millimetre SLR and not
an IRA .303 rifle.

FACTS

The IRA’s Derry Brigade stated:*
¢ 4.45 p.m. a Volunteer from Derry
Brigade fired a single m‘r{r'ad shot at a
clearly Identifiable  military  target
approximately fifty yards away, namely
a British soldier standing in the grounds
of Holy Child school. Immediately after,
the British army opened fire indiscrim-
inately in the direction of Creggan shops
and continued firing for several minutes.

“Mr. Joseph Lynn was hit in the neck
and fell to the ground.” Local people
carried him into a nearby shop and
called for an ambulance but he was dead
on arrival at hospital. From the position
and angle of the Volunteer’s fire it
would have been a physical impossibility
for the Volunteer to have shot Mr. Lynn.
Local people who saw the shooting knew
this to be the case, and an angry crowd

® MR. JOSEPH LYNN

gathered to drive the Brits from ¢,
“Mr. Lynn is the eighth Der,

€ are;,

ryma
die at the hands of British foreer "

/ 25 since
Easter, and to his family and frien s »e
express our deepest sympathy, o

Over the week there was a notice-
able increase in British army foot
patrols on the streets and houses
were searched and wrecked by raid-
ing parties of British army and RUC
men.

LINDEN .

During the Brit invasion of Divis
Flats on the morning of Thursday 4th
June, a fifty-year-old man, Desmond
Linden, a grandfather from the Flats,
became angther serious.victim of a Brit-
ish army ‘plastic bullet. As the. Brits
moved in to' the Flats, |dcal women gree-
ted them with bin-lids and whistles.

Desmond Linden, standing outside
his own flat, was abusively ordered off
the balcony and back into his home by a
Brit who then fired a plastic bullet into
him at point-blank range before he
could reply. He was struck on his left
side just below his ribs, and fell to the
3 ground.

The Brit then proceeded to kick him
violently in the stomach. An ambu-
lance was called, but as Desmond Linden
was being escorted by a medical att-
endant he was stopped and questioned
by British soldiers, and despite his ob-
vious injury and the protests of the
ambulance man he was kept standing for
five minutes before being allowed access
to the ambulance.

As the ambulance left the area it was
once again delayed when the RUC
stopped it and again attempted to quest-
ion the wounded man. Only after the

had ined on
his radio to the hospital was the ambu-
lance allowed to go on.

An official complaint was later made
by the attendant through his union at
the behaviour of the British army and
RUC. Desmond Linden is still receiving

medical treatment for his injuries.

JOHNSTON

On Tuesday 2nd June, the home of
Christopher Johnston,” @ married man
from the Colin area, was raided and
wrecked by the British army and RUC.

Christopher Johnston was arrested on
a three-day detention order, but while he
was in Castlereagh his home was again
raided, and furniture damaged, by the
British army.

His wife and six-year-old child were
staying with relatives at the time, and
the Brits, finding the house empty,
smashed in the doors, ripped up floor-
boards, pulled panelling of the walfs,
and tore the sink unit from the wall.

LOUGHLAN

At 3 p.m. on Monday 8th June, a
house in the Lenadoon estate was the
target of a British army raiding party.

A patrol had come to the house to
question people there, twenty-one-year-
old Gerard Laughlan; his pregnant wife
Eileen, aged nineteen; Eileen’s preg-
nant  sister, Mary McDonnell, aged
twenty; and Mary's boyfriend, Charles
Brown.

The Brits became abusive when the
occupants refused to answer their
questions, and shortly afterwards a
large ‘force of British soldiers arrived
in seven vehicles and surrounded the
house, refusing to let anyone in or
out. When the RUC arrived at about
4p.m. the Brits burst into the house.

A female British soldier crashing
into the house, struck Eileen Laughlan
on the face, splitting her lip. The Brits,
having gained entry, immediately
attacked Charlés” Brown and Gerard
Laughlan, later arresting both. Only

—the intervention of two local priests
prevented more serious assaults on the

@ DESMOND LINDEN
shot, and then kicked

® EILEEN LOUGHLAN
had to go to hospital

occupants. Eileen Laughlan was sub-
sequently taken into hospital,

McKAY
»Las( Friday, 5th June, two hunger-
st‘rlke activists from Turf Lodge were
victims of assaults by both the British
army and the RUC,-es they took part

in a ‘white line' picket on the Falls
Road. X

Y

ACTS OF TERROR

ATTACKS by British army and RUC gunmen on Catholics in
Belfast have continued over the past week, while acts of terror
and harassment increased as British forces attempted to re-
establish their presence in nationalist areas.

® JOHN McKAY
assaulted during H-8Block protest

At about 5.15 p.m. the picket moved
back towards Ahdersonstown barracks

" _because of.a suspect bomb outside the

" Falls Park, But following this, the Brits,
who had the area saturated, started
to man-handle twenty-four-year-old John
McKay, trying to pull him off a round-
about in the centre of the road, where
some of the protestors had assembled.

Gerard Kelly, aged forty-one,

at the iour, wh
an RUC man struck John across the
head with the butt of his rifle, and
then arrested both men.

John was again assaulted in the back
of an RUC landrover as they were
taken into Andersonstown barracks.
Once inside, both men were assaulted
by RUC men and charged with dis-
orderly behaviour, the RUC sergeant
commenting, ‘who. do you think will
win this case?’

The frequent occurrence of thess
types of activity by the British army and
the RUC is an indication of the
frustration felt by British forces in the
face of popular resistance in the nation-
alist areas. The attempted reversion to
open military repression is yet another
sign that the ‘normalisation’ policy of
the British government is fast falling to
Pieces.

strikerNo.10

Bellaghy.

After leaving school at the age of seven-
. teen, Thomas worked for a while as an
i apprentice motor mechanic.
He was part of a seven-man IRA active

THOMAS
MCELWEE

THE REPUBLICAN who joined the
four men already on the H-Block
hunger-strike is a twenty-three-year-
old South Derry 'man, Thomas Mc
Elwee, from Bellaghy, who began to
refuse food last Monday, 8th June.
Thomas is the sixth in a family of eight
girls and four boys, one of whom — twenty-

o onenyearold. . Benedict, = 5., 860, .0 8.0 o0 balf-amileapart. o,

blanket, having been captured on

IRA operation as Thomas, in Oc!ot::f'ls;;nee
An earlier hunger-striker, the late Francs
Hughes, was a first cousin of Thomas and
their respective family homes are less than

m.\&{{h\&szaq U R

service unit, all of whom were arrested
after a premature bomb explosion in a car
four of them were in, in the Markethill
area of Ballymena'on October 9th 1976
Thomas lost an eye in the explosion, his
comrade Sean McPeake lost ‘a leg, and
Colm Scullion lost several toes. Also on
the operation were Thomas' brother,
Benedict, and Thomas' girlfriend, Dolores
O'Neill.

Thomas spent eleven months on remand
and after a trial lasting three weeks, In
October 1977, was sentenced to life
Imprisonment plus twenty years. He is on
the blanket in H5-Block.

Benedict is serving a ten-year sentence
in H4-Block and Thomas' girlfriend, Dolores
O'Neill, is serving a life sentence in Armagh
ail, on the protest.

_ Thomas McElwee joined Joe McDonnell
Kieran Doherty, Kevin Lynch and Martin
Hurson on the hunger-strike, and this week-
€0d.carpletes his firstweek witbovs food: -+

1



WHILE the H-Block hunger-strike
continues to destabilise British rule
and influence, North and South,
attempts were made to squeeze it
out as an election issue in the Free
State by Fianna Fail leader Charles
Ha'ughay, because to take it up and
fm] to solicit a positive response from
British premier Margaret Thatcher
would expose his obvious impotence.

At a press conference in Dublin, last
We'dnsday week, Haughey said the hunger-
strike would not interrupt the current Dublin/
London summit talks, thus confirming
that Haughey considered the illusion of
progress which his ‘historic breakthrough’
gives him as being a bigger electoral con-
trick and having less repercussions than him
publicly condemning Thatcher.

For if he challenged her on the five
demands she would publicly chew him up
and spit him out and the Fianna Fail
‘initiative’ on the North would be in tatters.

PRESSURE

However, the pressure of the hunger-
strike on the British tended to recede after
they had got over the deaths of Raymond
McCreesh and Patsy O'Hara, although the
effects of the heroic sacrifice of the four
dead hunger-strikers and the continuing
crisis are still being felt around the world,
particularly within the British Labour
Party, and on the political situation in
Ireland, and have strained relations between
“the Irish Catholic hierarchy on the one side
and the British administration, Protestant
churches and British- media on the other
side.

On Friday 5th  June, the prisoners
announced that the hunger-strike was to
be escalated. and this was seen last Monday
when  South Derry republican Thomas
McElwee embarked upon the fast.

“We fee/,” said the prisoners in a state-
ment, “that this escalation is necessary
because the existing four-man relay strategy
allows - the British a recuperation period
during which they enjoy a lessening of
pressure and can callously prepare for the
deaths of the next hunger-strikers. The
escalation will ensure that no respite occurs.”

CONCANNON

On Thursday week, June 4th, the day
before the statement. was issued, British
Labour Party shadow spokespeéson on
the North, DonConcannon, ended a three-
day visit to the North. "«

The trip was less ghoulish”than his last
visit when he went to Bobby Sands’ death-
bed to gratuitously deliver the icy message
that he supported Thatcher's intransigence.
Either because of a grassroots backlash of
Labour supporters among the Irish comm-
unity in Britain against this despicable
intervention, or because of the pressure of
the rethink within the Labour Party on the
Irish question, ‘a more undemonstrative
Concannon made no reference to the
H-Blocks but spoke about the guarantee
of the Union which was now being queried
in Britain and continued:

“After ten years the British people see
themselves footing the bill: they see the
guarantee being used in a one-sided manner
and are looking for politicians to start and
give something back to the British people....

“People are asking the obvious question,
why they should continue to foot the bill
for such posturing, and are looking for a
serious effort to find a solution. "

SHIFTING

Proof of the shifting opinion on Ireland
inside Labour ranks, apart from the ripples
caused by left-wing deputy leadership
contender Tony Benn, came last Monday
when Labour’s influential Home Policy
Committee recommended to the party’s
Nationa! Executive Committee that it
pressurise the Tory government to adopt
a more flexible approach to resolving the
hunger-strike. This differs substantially from
Concannon’s unqualified support for That-
cher last month. g

In July, a Labour study group will corr’\-
plete its recommendations on the party’s
future policy towards the North. Its report
is bound to be influenced by the recent
Fermanagh and South Tyrone by-election
result and by the new political forces un-
leashed and being unleashed by the hunger-
strikes.

SDLP leader John Hume and deputy
leader Seamus Mallon met Labour Party
leaders last Tuesday, pressed for a political
initiative on the H-Blocks, and later slalgd
that “there is a grassroots movement in
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@ Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Runcie
(right) with Cardinal O’ Fiaich and Church
of Ireland primate, Dr, Armstrong (centre)
on Runcie’s to Ireland last week

action to solve it.”
However, after Hume’s meeting with
British Labour Party leader Michael Foot,

Britain ding public. di: jon of the

Northern lIreland issue and urging political

gi Gerry. Fitt  (who suffered a
humiliating defeat in last month's local

@ International pressure continues: riot police
block a two-thousand-strong demonstration to
the British consulate in West Berlin, on May
30th

government elections!) nipped in to see
Foot and attempted to overturn any
relative good Hume may have accomplished.

DISQUALIFICATION

So fearfulare the British of any expression
of the new mood of Irish nationalist
militancy that they plan to introduce a
Di: ification Bill in W, i within
a fortnight (before parliament recesses in
July for the summer) preventing a prisoner
from standing for a seat. Thus ensuring
that the worldwide embarrassment to them
of another IRA Volunteer being elected is
not repeated.

It is being suggested that the bill (which
will get passed due to Labour abstentions) is
being rushed through because it would be

5
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‘unfair’ to go ahead with a proposed by-
election in Warrington, England, and not in
Fermanagh and South Tyrone. But the
truth is that the threat by Plaid Cymru
MP, Dafydd Evans, to take out a writ for
the famous Irish constituency and the

probable fielding of a hunger-suiker_is
what is primarily worrying the British
government.

(UDR major Kenneth Maginnis, who is
a Dungannon primary school teacher, was
selected on June 3rd as the Official Unionist
candidate in the event of a by-election in
Fermanagh and South Tyrone. Despite
being a UDR man his early heretical assoc-
iations with former Stormont premier
Terence O’Neill will almost certainly guaran-
tee opposition to him from the true Orange
Democratic Unionists of Raisley, thus
creating a split Loyalist vote.)

POINTS

Calls for a break in the H-Block dead-
lock have received increasing support.

On Wednesday week, June 3rd, the Irish
Commission for Justice and Peace, an
organisation sponsored by the Catholic
hierarchy and which in the past has con-
demned the British government’s inflex-
ibility, put forward a three point plan for
prison reform as a means of solving the
hunger-strike and “which would satisfy
many people of goodwill who resent the
failure of the British government to show
flexibility.”

The three points are:

Firstly, that all prisoners be allowed to
wear their own clothes at all times. Second-
ly, that opportunities for association be
increased — but it does not elaborate on
the meaning of this perhaps deliberately
vaguely-worded recommendation except that
it should be made clear that “military
training or any other activity which would
be illegal in society at large would not be
tolerated in the prison.”” And thirdly, that
prison work be reviewed to cut out ‘de-
meaning work’ and that as an alternative
stronger emphasis be placed on work of
cultural and educational value.

The commission says that the proposal,
if implemented, would not constitute
political status to which it is opposed.
The ission, whose 1t was
supported by a similar group in England
and Wales,. and in the North by Bishop
Daly, SDLP leader John Hume and Dun-
gannon district council, said that growing
resentment in the nationalist community
as a result of the hunger-strike was alienat-
ing it from the British government and was
creating a climate for recruitment to the
IRA.

Guarded approval for the commission’s
proposal, indicative of some slight move-
ment in both unionist and British establish-
ment camps (along similar lines of grasping
the significance of the political effects of
the continuifig hunger-strike on the nation-
alist community) came on Thursday from
the ‘Belfast Telegraph’ and on Friday
from the London’Times’, in their respective
editorials.

RUNCIE

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr.
Robert Runcie, when leaving Ireland last
weekend after a four-day visit (which
included a refusal by Haughey to meet him
on the plea of hectic election work) said
that while he was opposed to the granting
of political status there was possibly room
for movement in further reforms.

And another English cleric, the head of
the Catholic church in England, Cardinal
Basil Hume, had a requested meeting with
direct-ruler Humphrey Atkins and after-
wards issued a watery joint statement with
Stormont castle agreeing that it was the
British government's “responsibility to con-
tinue to provide and keep under review a
humanitarian regime in the prisons” in the
North.

Meanwhile, the British government, who
by all accounts have been losing the ‘propa-
ganda war’, have just published a booklet
‘H-Blocks — What the Papers Say’, which
contains selective pro-British editorials
from newspapers in Britain, Ireland, Europe
and America — but does not quote from
the “/rish News’ or “Irish Press’.

Ten Presbyterian ministers returned from
a three week tour in the USA last week
where they disappointedly reported the
widespread support for the prisoners.
That support will be consolidated (the
raving Reverend Robert Bradford will be
glad to hear!) by a US tour begun this
weekend by relatives of the late hunger-
strikers Bobby Sands, Raymond McCreesh,
and Patsy O'Hara, which was half-financed
by the H-Block/Armagh Committee in the
Royal Victoria Hospital!
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° GORETT/ McDONNELL

Ballinamore, last Sunday

THE PRISONER now at the forefront of the H-Block hunger-strike is thirty-
year-old Belfast man Joe McDonnell, who received political recognition from
the people of Sligo and Leitrim on Thursday when they cast their votes for

him in their thousands.

Thursday was Joe's thirty-
fourth day on his fast, to the
death if necessary, for the pol-
itical prisoners’ five demands.
Joe replaced his friend and
comrade, the late Bobby
Sands, on the hunger-strike,
five weeks ago, on Saturday
9th May. A fortnight ago he
was moved into the H-Block
prison hospital, into the cell
in which fellow hunger-striker
Francis Hughes had died after
fifty-nine days.

JoeMcDonnell,an upholster-
er by trade, isastaunchrepublic-
an and is well-known for his
great sense of humour and
good spirits, qualities which he
maintains even now.

Joe ‘is a married man with
two children. His wife Goretti,

and his two children,
Bernadette, aged 10, and
Joseph, aged 9, live in

Lenadoon in west Belfast; but
all three have spent the last
fortnight on the election cam-
paign trail south of the border,
in counties Sligo and Leitrim.
Last weekend, ‘An
Phoblacht/Republican News"

reporter Seamus Boyle inter-*

viewed Goretti in her hus-
band’s election campaign
headquarters in Ballinamore,
County Leitrim — in the pub
and family home of veteran
republican, and chairman of
Leitrim county council, John
Joe McGirl (who is Joe's
election agent, and who him-
self was elected as a Sinn Fein
TD in the constituency in
1957).

PROOF

Proof of the success of the
prisoners’ Leinster House election
campaign as a platform for promot-
ing the hunger-strikers’ cause, not
just in the twenty-six counties
but even further afield, was
provided by the anxious pursuit of

Goretti that same Sunday morn-
ing by television crews from both
BBC (BBC2 ‘Newsnight’) and ITV
(Thames TV Eye’), who also both
filmed her addressing an after-mass
meeting at St. Patrick’s church in
Ballinamore.

Goretti, a lively and attractive
Belfast woman, has undoubtedly
been hardened by living in the
centre of the war zone for the past
twelve years, and faced for more
than half of that time with the task
of bringing up twa children with
their father in jail. (Joe has been
interned twice, on remand for a
year, and then imprisoned in the
H-Blocks.) Goretti is extremely
proud of her husband’s republic-
anism, and of his determination to
resist, to the death, criminalisation
within the H-Blocks. Nevertheless,
and although she is one hundred
per cent behind her husband, the
emotional strain of seeing her hus-
band starve to death at intransig-
ent British hands, is now obvious-
ly taking its toll.

WHIRLWIND

Nevertheless, in the last fort-
night, Goretti has been sucked into
a whirlwind of activity around the
four-seater Sligo/Leitrim constit-
uency, being rushed by car from
one spot to another doing house-to-
house canvassing; speaking at public
rallies; greeting hundreds of well-
wishers; addressing after-mass meet-
ings; and giving newspaper, radio,
and television interviews; but all
this against a background of the
tremendous hospitality and warmth
of the people only too willing to
show their support for the
imprisoned soldiers of Ireland.

Goretti was well pleased with
the reception given her and her two
children by local people.

She says: “/. found the people
here very, very sincere. The first day
I came down / did an interview for
the local paper, ‘The Leitrim
Observer’, and what | didn't realise
then. was how much publicity we'd
be getting from the paper.

“It hit the front page. There was
a photograph of myself and the two

children, and a run-down on why
we were here, and when we did go
door-to-door to the houses, there
were actually women running down
their paths to shake hands with
Bernadette, Joseph and myself,
knowing us, and knowing all about
us. [ didn’t even have to ask ‘will
you support us?’ They said ‘don’t

say a word".

CHALLENGES

Goretti provides, like many
other wives and mothers suddenly
confronted with grave personal cir-
cumstances in this war, an excell-
ent example of a woman who —
even when thrust into a crisis not
of her own making — is able to rise
to the occasion, and to meet and
overcome new challenges.

On Sunday afternoon, in Sligo
town, faced — at a few moments’
notice — with the task of recording
for local Radio Sligo a one-minute
election commercial, and a three-

@ Crowd listen from the steps of St. Patrick’s church,

minute election address, she record-
ed a faultless and heart-rending
appeal to the county’s electorate,
on behalf of her husband and his
fellow prisoners.

Only a couple of hours earlier,
she had capably addressed an app-
reciative  audience of several
hundred gathered on the steps of
St. Patrick’s church in Ballinamore
after 11.30 a.m. Mass; and had
successfully recorded her first tele-
vision interview, with BBC man
Brian Walker, whose persistent line
of questioning — stressing, in his
view, the futility of the prisoners’
cause and of their standing in the

general election — had failed to
unnerve her.
Her calmness and confidence

was born of someone convinced of
something in their own hearts, by
their own direct experience, and
whilst not especially articulate, well
able to put that message over.

ADDRESSING
Addressing people after the
8.30 a.m. mass in Ballinamore, for
e{(ample, she said briefly, but
directly to the point:
_ “First of all Id like to introduce

myself: |'m the very, very proud
wife of Joe McDonnell, and these
are our two children — Bernadette,
aged ten, and Joseph, aged nine —
and we're here begging for you, the

people, to give us the ‘number one
vote. 3
“We can’t promise you new

; buildings, new factories, but what

you could do is save Joe’s life. You
could end this hunger-strike. So I'm
begging you, give us your support.
/ don‘t want my two kids to be
without theijr daddy.

“A ‘number one’ vote from you,
the people, can save his life. As Joe
McDonnell, where he is now lying
up in H-Blocks, it means nothing to
amyone; but as Joe McDonnell, TD,
Maggie  Thatcher and Charles
Haughey will have to stand up and
take heed. They’ve murdered four
of our men. | don’t want them to
murder any more.

“So I'm pleading with you,
come out and give us your votes:
‘number one’ if you can. If you
can’t vote, you can give us your
prayers. Come out and help us.
That’s all.”

(continued on next page)
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wife of Joe MeDomnell—

® Goretti, under the gaze of the television cameras
in Ballinamore

)
(continued from previous page)

For nearly four years Goretti
had not seen her husband, and
Bernadette and Joseph had not
seen their father, since his con-
viction to fourteen years’ imprison-
ment and subsequent joining of the
blanket protest, in September 1977
— because he refused,, with
Goretti's approval,s to sdon the
prison garb to take visits (a decision
which initially they obviously
expected to only affect them, for
a few months at most).

Goretti recalls: “Well the last
day | saw Joe, when he was senten-
ced, we talked about visits, and he
said he would-have to wear a
uniform if he did take a visit, and
he would prefer not to. | said |
would prefer not to see him as a
criminal, | never married one;
Bernadette and Joseph's daddy is
not a criminal and | wouldn't like
the children to see him as that.

“At that stage there were a lot
of men who didn't take visits; and
there are still quite a few men in
H-Block who don't take visits and
haven’t seen their families in four
years.

“As time went on | thought
they’d get their just demands, that
it would only be a matter of
months before it came, but no, it
went on year after year, and we did
hold out.

“But Joseph wrote smuggled-out
letters to me every day — he
numbered them through the week
‘one’ to ‘seven”: Monday ‘number
one’, Tuesday ‘number two’, and so
on. And that was our only comm-
unication. A

“To me it was life itself getting
a letter. Sometimes | would get ‘six
before ‘five” because, for example,
one might have been smuggled out
via a Derry person and then | would
have had to wait to get it posted
to me.

“ut | couldn't get so many in -

to him, although | got in as many as
/ could.”
BLEEDd hi; test,
ince Joe escalated his protest,
ands ;Zined the hunger—sgrike, he has
been taking weekly visits; _and last
Saturday morning, Goretti }ook a
few hours off electioneering to
travel up to Belfast and Long Kesh
for a visit with Joe — her fourth
since he joined the fast.

knows where | am down here, and
he knows where the children are,

b+ ™ »
She recalls, of the visit to the
H-Block prison hospital: *“/ went in
to Joe's room, it's a very small

room, and the screw was there with
the door closed, and Joe was lying
there in bed. He has a great sense of
humour and he said to me ‘| waited
to have breakfast until you came’;
andg beside him was a big jug of
water and he sipped it.

“As he did that | noticed that
his lips were very cracked, and have
already started to bleed. And at the
other side of him was his cornflakes
and milk, and a fry. Those appar-
ently would sit there until the next
meal, his lunch, his supper, all those
meals are brought in to him in turn.

“As the visit went on, and as he
can still walk, Joe thought he
would have the visit in the adjoin-
ing big room. When he got out of
bed and put on the dressing gown,
which is a big towelling thing, |
can'‘t describe how I felt.

“At that minute | just wished
that the ground would have opened
up, and | would rather have fallen
into it rather than see him that
way. He used to be a big fifteen-
stone man, and he had already
taken on a skeleton-like frame
underneath that dressing gown.

“So we walked to the visiting
area, and we started a proper visit,
as | call it. The screws were in

the corner but it was that wee bit

and he just said "take care of your
w/f, and don’t overdo it". He under
stands the pressure on us, but we
know why we're here, and he’s
there...

“As | say, hg took Bobby's place
and he's wvery proud of that. He is
very determined. Believe it or not
his determination seems to get
stronger each time | see him.”

DIFFICULT

The hunger-strike is, of course,
a very difficult time for the close
relatives of the men involved, espec
ially for a loving wife, Goretti
agrees: “It is very difficult, And |
could say it should never happen to
me but | can't take that attitude.

“l have to see things as they
really are, and there is a possibility
of Joe dying. | know that and the
children know it. | have to do what
! can to keep him alive. People
down here will be sick, sore and
tired of looking at me, of seeing us,
but they’re going to see us every-
where they go, because | have to
get it through to people what is
happening to us, and | don’t want
to lose my husband. I'm young and
so is he.

“The children need him. Joseph
at the minute looks forward to
playing football in the green across
the street with him. Bernadette, all

she wants is to show their friends
that they still have a daddy.
Obviously her friends are saying to
her about getting young brothers
and sisters in their families and she
and Joseph want other brothers and
sisters.

CAVALCADE

Last Saturday evening, a ‘Joe
McDonnell* car cavalcade blazed a
campaign trail through the Sligo/
Leitrim constituency, and was at
least half as large again asa Fianna
Fail one held that evening. Both
culminated with open air midnight
meetings in Ballinamore where
again the ‘Joe McDonnell” rally was
noticably larger and more enthus-
lastically supported than that of
Fianna Fail.

Goretti states:

“I thought the car cavalcade was
very dramatic. The people | met
there, you couldn't get away from
them. Men and women cried to me.
Kids cried to me. Well | felt that
they were very, very sincere. People
wanted to shake hands with us, Just
saying ‘you've got my number one’.
I'm very hopeful because | dont
think people down here tell lies,
they re too sincere.

“I don’t tell them lies. | just say
to them what | see and what’s the
truth. | tell them what | see as a
wife and a mother.

“The British army shouldn’t be
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in the North, they haven’t done us
one bit of good. They treat us like
pigs, and | tell the people that that
is the way myself and my two kids
are treated...

“I couldn’t turn round and stop
Joseph throwing a bottle or a stone
— hed be away before 1’d see him
anyway. As soon as the Brits come
into our street, jn Lenadoon,
women come out with bin lids, or
pot or pan or whistle, and we’ll
bang — even if we've to bang an
hour — until they see that we know
they’re there and that we don't
want them.

“The Brits shout plenty of abuse
at us through the back of their
saracens. They're sitting pretty, but
we're taking a risk getting out,
banging our bin lids, but | don’t
care, I'll do it to get them out.

KILLED

“That is what I'm getting
through to people, and also | say
to them ‘look at the children stand-
ing there with their sweets’, and
then | tell them of the day, only
last month, that young Julie Living-
stone was killed. Her mother, a
friend of mine, had thirteen child-
ren, and Julie was the youngest —
a beautiful wee girl,

“She was coming out of a shop
with sweets and her bottle of
lemonade. There wasn't one bit of
firing, there wasn't a stone thrown,
but the Brits said to themselves
there’s one we’ll get, and they
didn’t even aim for her feet, they
aimed for her head, and they killed
her dead with a plastic bullet. For
people to see and know that it is
traumatic.

“But as soon as anybody does
anything back on the Brits, theyre
up on a charge, whereas the Brit
that killed Julie is back in his
barracks, no problem,

“The next week the same thing
happened in Twinbrook. That wee
girl  Carol-Ann  Kelly was only
twelve, and she had been to the
shop, and she was killed. Where's
the Brit that killed her? None of
us know what happened to him.

“So people can't turn round
and talk to me about ‘Yustice’ and
Margaret Thatcher cant say ‘a
crime s a crime is a crime’. Sure we
all know what a crime is, we see jt
every day on our streets and so do
our children.”
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‘hunger-stri

South

ACTIVITY by hunger-strike cam-
paigners in the twenty-six counties
has been dominated by the election
campaigns of the nine prisoners and
those candidates supporting the
prisoners. Election workers have
travelled to the constituencies being
contested from both North and
South.

The major rallies of the election cam-
paign took place last weekend, and
speakers around the country included
relatives of the prisoners themselves.

A series of rallies in the Sligo/Leitrim
constituency began in Sligo on Saturday
night and a cavalcade of nearly one hun-
dred cars toured through the constituency
holding meetings in many towns and vi
agesincluding a massive turnout in Ballin-
amore. The main speaker was Goretti Mc
Donnell, wife of hunger-striker Joe Mc
Donnell who is the candidate in the area.

On Saturday afternoon, rallies were
held jn the Longford/Westmeath con-
stituency and were addressed by members
of hunger-striker. Martin Hurson’s family
and Bobby Sands’ election agent Owen
Carron. The rally in Longford town out-
numbered that of any of the Free State
political parties, i iasti

O'Dwyer was vigorous in his condem-
nation of British policy in Ireland.

The previous week a press conference
at the EEC parliament’s Socialist Group
conference in, Killarney, on Wednesday
3rd June, was enlivened by questions
from Richard Behal of Sinn Fein’s Fore-
ign Affairs Bureau directed to former
West German chancellor Willie Brandt
who is leader of that state's Socialist
Party.

In the presence of the enraged Free
State Labour Party leader Frank Cluskey,
Brandt affirmed that neither his party
nor the European Socialist Group support
Margaret Thatcher’s conduct in the
hunger-strike situation. Later members
of the Socialist Group met a delegation
from the local H-Block/Armagh action
group.

North

A SMALL yet noticeable increase
in protest activities occurred in the

North over the past week, mainly as

a result of the many emergency
meetings called by local action
groups to reorganise and intensify ac-
tivity in nationalist areas.

In Belfast there were four local

audience of more than two thousand
people.

In Louth, on Saturday, two thousand
attended a rally in Dundalk and four
hundred in Drogheda despite pouring
rain. Speakers have included Bernadette
Sands, sister of the late Bobby Sands,
and Bernadette McAliskey, who con-
tinued a tour of the constituencies on
Sunday, Monday and Tuesday.

On Sunday, Bernadette McAliskey
and journalist Eamonn McCann were
speakers at large meetings in Dublin West.

In Shannon,. County Clare, later in
the ‘afternoon, one hundred and fifty
election workers attended an indoor
meeting when rallies became impossible
because of torrential rain.

On Sunday night, two thousand
people attended a major rally in the
North Kerry town of Listowel and
another rally was held in Ballybunion.
Another large meeting took place in the-
North Kerry constituency. in Tralee on
Tuesday afternoon. Dympna .Higgins,

hes and many indoor meetings,
while in South Derry marches were
held on Friday, Saturday, and Sun-
day, with several more planned for
the coming week.

On Wednesday night, June 3rd, the
Downpatrick hunger-strike  action
committee organised a march from the
Model Farm to the centre of Down-
patrick. The march, attended by about a
hundred local people, was followed by a
short rally in the town.

During  Thursday evening, two
marches were held in West Belfast. One
was in the St. James’ area, and the other
was in Lenadoon where local people
marched through the estate.

On Friday, a large march was held in
Cappagh, County Tyrone, home of hun-
ger-striker Martin Hurson. The town was
< decorated and painted green, white and

% forange before the rally which followed a
1 march from Martin Hurson's home. A
* crqwd of aboufj two thousand attended

sister of the H-Block prisoner i
Sean McKenna, spoke at these meetings.

On Monday, meetings were held in
the Waterford constituency; at factories
in Waterford town and public meetings
in  Kilmacthomas and Dungarvan.
Michael Lynch, brother of tpe hunger-
striker and candidate Kevin Lynch,
spoke at these meetings.

In Cork, on Tuesday, two thousand
People attended a rally in Grand Parade
which was addressed by Mrs. Farrell, the
mother of prisoner candidate Mairead, as
well as by Bernadette McAliskey and by
prominent republicans Gerry Adams and
Daithi O Connaill.

At a press conference in Dublin, on
Tuesday a statement from fifty-eight
prominent trade unionists called on all
youth, working people, and unemployed,
1o vote for the prisoner-candidates in the
general election. Signatories, from Dub-
lin, Drogheda, Navan, Dundalk, Water-
ford, Derry and Belfast, included Seamus
de Paor, general secretary of the IPOEU;
Kevin McConnell, joint general secretary
of the NEETU; and Phil Flynn, deputy
general secretary of the LGPSU.

Outside of the election campaijn the
main event of this week in Dublin was a
press conferénce on Monday 6th June at
which the National H-Block/Armagh
Ce i i the well-k
civil rights lawyer and former president
of New York city council Paul O'Dwyer.
He told the conference that he hoped to
take the H-Block issue before the United

® PAUL O'DWYER i
former New York council president

“ the lon which was
by as McAliskey and a local
councillor.

Also on Friday, a march was held for
the first time in the Glenullin area of
South Derry. The march, which ended
with a rally in the chapel carpark, was
attended by several hundred people, and
the organisers considered it to be a major
success.

Last Saturday, a march in Dungannon
was banned, but despite this, a crowd of
several hundred gathered in the White
City area and marched towards the town
centre, where the RUC — using dogs —
blocked the road.

Some of the marchers who managed
to pass the RUC cordon were man-
handled by the RUC and forced into the
nationalist Irish Street area. The RUC
were once again clearly determined to
confine nationalists to their own ghettos.

In the West Belfast estate of Twin-
brook, last Saturday, the local action
group mounted a picket on shops in the
area who are continuing to sell British
newspapers.

Belfast republican Jimmy Drumm
addressed a rally of several hundred in
Toome last Saturday. The rally followed
8 march to the centre of Toome from
two starting points, on the Derry and
Antrim sides of the bridge.

A token fast was held in North Street,
Lurgan, on Saturday, organised by the
local action committee.

Last Sunday, four demonstrations
were held.

The first was in Claudy in South
Derry where over fifteen hundred people
attended a rally in the centre of the vill-
age. The rally was preceded by a march
from two separate points.

In Belfast, the Greater Andersons-
town and Lenadoon action ' groups,
working successfully in closer co-ordinat-
ion, organised an unusually large local
march to demonstrate solidarity with the
two hunger-strikers from the area.

The march left the home of Kieran
Doherty in lower Andersonstown and
made its way across the estate and into
Lenadoon, ending with a rally outside
the home of Joe McDonnell. Almost two
thousand took part in the march.

Another march was held in Lurgan
on Sunday attended by a crowd of over
six hundred. The march from Teghnevan
estate ended with a rally in the town.

In Derry, an hour-long sit-down out-
side Strand Road RUC barracks followed
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The first seventeen days of Bobby S
H-Block hunger-strike to the death

BOBBY SANDS

FOR the first seventeen days of his H-Block hunger-strike to th.e
death, Bobby Sands kept a secret diary in which he wrote his
thoughts and views, mostly in English, but occasionally breaking
into Gaelic. : \

He had no fear of death and perceived the hunger-stnke as sornethmg
much larger than the five demands, and as having major repercussions fc_)r
British rule in Ireland. (This was even before the watershed of his victory in

" the Fermanagh and South Tyrone by-election on April 9th.) s

It would be true to say that he believed the sacrifice of the hunger-strikers’
lives in the ab of the five d being won could perhaps draw from
the Irish people the same response which followed the fatal 1_9:]6 East_er
Rising — an arousal of nationalism which would seal the fate of British rule in
"eg::i,v was followed on hunger-strike by Francis Hughes on March 1'5th,_,
and by Raymond McCreesh and Patsy O’Hara on March 22nd, the four
men eventually dying in the space of sixteen days during May; but as each
man died another Volunteer from among the blanket men stepped forward
to take his dead comrade’s place.. e : )

The diary was written on toilet paper in biro pen and Lhathq be hll_ddell‘,
mostly carried inside Bobby'’s own body, where all like t

a pen-name for articles written in ‘Republican News’ and
Republican News’.

In the diary he also refers to his other sister, Bernadette; his eight-year-
old son Gerard; his two-year-old nephew, Marcella’s son Kevin; his cell-mate
Malachy Carey from Ballymena; and ‘Tomboy’ Loudon, a fellow blanket
man with whom he was imprisoned and had political status in the early
seventies.

He also refers to Fr. Toner, the prison haplain (whom he d from
the first hunger-strike of playing a damaging role of undermining the
prisoners’ struggle), to a statement from Bishop Daly on March 1st in which
he described the hunger-strike as not being ‘morally justified’ (Atkins said
the Bishop's remarks were ‘undoubtedly helpful’); to a prison warder (named
David Compton) who particularly harassed him; and Bobby comments on
British premier Margaret Thatcher’s proposal to US President Ronald Reagan
for the setting up of a global ‘task-force’ to intervene in ‘trouble spots’, that
is, spots where imperialism is in trouble.

‘An Phoblacht/

Bobby had a great love and admiration for his women comrades. Several
times he refers to Armagh prisoner Mary Doyle, who was on hunger-strike
before ‘Christmas, and who comes from his native north Belfast, and also to

s are kept; the blanket men’s cells being bare and without
;':}:.?:‘:rse.aa:% aei;'hou( any hiding-places to escape the regular cell-searches.A
During those first seventeen days Bobby lost a total of 1§ Ibs. weight
and on Monday, March 23rd, he was moved to the prison hospital where he
died six weeks later on Tuesday, May 5th. : N
In each of the smuggled-m‘n notes whlch_oompnse Bol 0y’s diary, he
signed himself ‘Marcella’, his sister’s name which he had previously used as

twenty year-old Jennifer McCann from Belfast’s Twinbrook estate, who
defiantly addressed a Belfast court on March 6th when she was sentenced
to twenty years’ imprisonment for shooting at an RUC man. She declared
from the dock: “/ am a republican prisoner-of-war, and at the moment my
comrade Bobby Sands is on hunger:strike to defend my rights as a political
prisoner.

In this diary we can see the grit, humanity, humour and politics of a great
Irishman.




{
|

Leathaniach ii - AN-PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS, ipecinl'supplemant s (-

March 1st

| AM standing on the threshold of
another trembling world. May God
have mercy on my soul.

My heart is very sore because |
know that | have broken my poor
mother’s heart, and my home is
struck with unbearable anxiety. But
| have considered all the arguments
and tried every means to avoid
what has become the unavoidable:
it has been forced upon me and my
comrades by four-and-a-half years
of stark inhumanity.

| am a political prisoner. | am a pol-
itical prisoner because | am a casualty of
a perennial war that is being fought
between the oppressed Irish people and
an alien, oppressive, unwanted regime
that refuses to withdraw from our land.

| believe and stand by the God-given
right of the Irish nation to sovereign
independence, and the right of any Irish-
man or woman to assert this right in
armed revolution. That is why | am in-
carcerated, naked and tortur %

Foremost in my tortured mind is the
thought that there can never be_peace in
Ireland until theforeign, ‘oppressive Brit-
ish presence is remaved, leaving all the
Irish people as a unit to control’ their
own affairs and determine their own
destinies as a sovereign people, free in
mind and body, separate and distinct
physically, culturally and economically.

| believe | am'but another of those
wretched Irishmen born of a risen gener-
ation with a deeply rooted and unguench-
able desire for freedom. | am dying not
just to attempt to end the barbarity of
H-Block, or to gain the rightful recog-

ily because what is lost in here is lost for
the Republic and those wretched opp-
ressed whom | am deeply proud to know
as the ‘risen people’. 2

an

There was no sensation today, no
" novelty that October 27th brought. (The
start date of the original seven man
hunger-strike — Editor.) The usual screws
were not working. The slobbers and
would-be despots no doubt will be back
again tomorrow bright and early.
| wrote some more notes to the girls
in Armagh today. There is so much |
would like to say about them, about their
courage, determination and unquenchable
spirit of resistance. They are to me what
the Countess Markievicz, Ann Devlin,
Mary Ann McCracken, Marie MacSwiney,
.Betsy Gray, and those other Irish
heroines are to us all. And of course, |
think of Ann Parker, Laura Crawford,
Rosemary Bleakeley, and I'm ashamed to
say | can not remember all their sacred
names.

nee

Mass was solemn, the lads as ever brill-
jant. | ate the statutory weekly bit of
fruit last night. As fate had it, it was an

nition of a political prisoner, but primar-

£ 3
® Long Kesh prison camp.
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orange, and the final irony, it was bitter.
The food is being left at the door. My
portions, as expected, are quite larger
than usual, or those which my cell-mate
Malachy is getting.

DAY 2

: Monday
March 2nd

Much to the distaste of the screws we
ended the no-wash protest this morning.
We moved to ‘B’ wing, which was alleged-
ly clean.

We have shown considerable tolerance
today. Men are being searched coming
back from the toilet. At one point men
were waiting three hours to get out to
the toilet, and only four or five got
washed, which typifies the eagerness (sic)
of the screws to have us off the no-wash.
There is a lot of petty vindictiveness from
them.

| saw the doctor and I'm 64 kgms. I've
no problems.

The priest, Fr. John Murphy, was in
tonight. We had a short talk. | heard that
my mother spoke at a parade in Belfast
yesterday and that Marcella cried. It gave
me heart. I’'m not worried about the num-
bers of the crowds.

| was very annoyed last night when |
heard Bishop Daly’s statement (issued on
Sunday, condemning the hunger-strike —
Editor). Again he is applying his double
set of moral standards. He seems to forget
that the people who murdered those
innocent Irishmen on Derry’s Bloody
Sunday are still as ever among us; and
he knows perhaps better than anyone
what has and is taking place in H-Block.

He understands why men are being
tortured here — the reason for criminal-
isation. What makes it so disgusting, |
believe, is that he agrees with that under-

@ Tomboy Loudon (left); Seanna Walsh

lying reason. Only once has he spoken
out, of the beatings and inhumanity that
are commonplace in H-Block.

| once read an editorial, in late '78,
following the then Archbishop O‘Fiaich’s
‘sewer pipes of Calcutta’ statement. It
said it was to the everlasting shame of the
Irish people that the archbishop had to
and, | paraphrase, stir the moral
conscience of the people on the H-Block
issue. A lot of time has passed since then,
a lot of tarture, in fact the following year
was the worst we experienced.

Now | wonder who will stir the
Cardinal’s moral conscience....

Bear witness to both right and wrong,
stand up and speak out. But don‘t we
know that what has to be said is ‘political’,
and'it’s not that these people don’t want
to become involved in politics, it's simply
that their politics are different, that is,
British.

My déar friend Tomboy's father died
today. | was terribly annoyed, and it has
upset me.

| received several notes from my fam-
ily and friends. | have only read the one
from my mother — it was what | needed,

.She has regained her fighting spirit — |

am happy now.

blanket man — Editor) has also written.
I have an idea "ipr a, poem, perhaps
tomorrow | will try to put it together.
“on
Every time | feel down | think of
Armagh, and James Connolly. They can
never take those thoughts away from me.

March 3rd

I'm feeling exceptionally well today.
(It's only the third day, | know, but all
the same I’'m feeling great.) | had a visit
this morning with two reporters, David
Beresford of ‘The Guardian’ and Brendan
O’Cathaoir of ‘The Irish Times’. Couldn’t
quite get my flow of thoughts together,
| could have said more in a better fashion.

63 kgms. today, so what?

Fr. Toner was in: Feel he's weighing
me up psychologically for a later date. If
I'm wrong I'm sorry — but | think he is.
So | tried to defuse any notion of that
tonight. | think he may have taken the
Point. But whether he accepts it, will be
seen. He could not defend my onslaught
on Bishop Daly — or at least he did not
try.

wes

| wrote some notes to my mother and
to Mary Doyle in Armagh; and will write
more tomorrow. The boys are now all
washed. But | didn't get washed today,
they were still trying to get men their
first wash.

| smoked some ‘bog-rolled blows'
today, the luxury of-the Block!

They put a table in my cell and are
now placing my food on it in front of my
eyes. | honestly couldn’t give a damn if

(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

they placed it on my 'knee. They still
keep asking me silly questions like, “are
you still not eating?”

| never got started my poem today,
but I'll maybe do it tomorrow. The
trouble is | now have more ideas.

Got papers and a book today. The
book was Kipling's ‘Short Stories’ with an
introduction of some length from W.
Somerset Maugham. | took an instant dis-
like to the latter on reading his comment
on the lrish people during Kipling's
prime as a writer: ‘Itis true that the Irish
were making a nuisance of themselves'.
Damned too bad, | thought, and bigger
the pity it wasn‘t a bigger nuisancel!
Kipling | know of, and his Ulster conn-
ection. |’ll read his stories tomorrow.

wee

Ag ra an phaidrin faoi dho acham' la
ata no buachailli anois. Nil aon rud eile
agam anocht. Sin sin.

(Translated this reads as follows —

Editor):
The boys are now saying thg rosary
twice every day. have nothing else

tonight. That's all.

V»Vednesdc;ry?

Fr. Murphy was in tonight. | have nr(:\
felt too bad today, although | r_\onoe the
energy beginning to drain. But it is q:u(;
. | got showered today and ha
de me feel quite
good. Ten years younger the boys )olfe,
put | feel twenty years: older, the m;
evitable consequence of eight years O
torture and irnpnsqnmen(,

| am abreast with the
with utter disgust and ang!

news and view
er the Reagan/

Tha(c_hev plot. It seems quite clear that
theyl intend to counteract Russian expan-
sionism with imperialist expansionism
to protect their vital interests they say. :
What they mean is they covet other
nations’ resources, they want to steal
what they haven’t got and to do so (as
thg future may unfortunately prove) they
will murder oppressed people and deny
them their sovereignty as nations.' No
doubt Mr. Haughey will toe the line in
Ireland when Thatcher so demands.

e
Noticed a' rarity today: jam with the
tea, and by the way the screws are glaring

at the food, they seem more in need of it
than my goodself. 2

~ Thursday
March 5th

; The Welfare sent for me today to
inform me of my father being taken ill to
hospital. Tried to get me to crawl for a
special visit with my family. | was dis-
tressed about my father's illness but
relieved that he has been released from
hospital. No matter what, | must
continue.

| had a threatening toothache today
which worried me, but it is gone now,

I've read Atkins’ statement in the

Commons, - Mar. dhea!l (Atkins pledged
that the British government would not
budge an inch on its intransigent pos:
ition — Editor.) It does not annoy me
because my mind was prepared for such
things and | know | can expect more of
such, right to the bitter end.

| came across some verse in Kipling's
short stories; the extracts of verses before
the stories are quite good. The one that |
thought very good went like this:

The earth gave up her dead that tide,

“Into our camp he came,

“And said his say, and went his way,

“‘And left our hearts aflame.

“‘Keep tally on the gun butt score,

“The vengeance we must take,

“When God shall bring full reckoning,

“For our dead comrade’s sake.”

‘1 hope not", said | to myself. But that
hope was not even. a hope, but a mere
figure of speech. | have hope, indeed. All
men must have hope and never lose heart.
But my hope lies in the ultimate victory
for my poor people. Is there any hope
greater than that?

I'm saying prayers — crawler! (and a
last minute one, some would say). But |

believe in God, and I'll be presumptuous, .

and say He and | are getting on well this
weather.

| can ignore the presence of food star-
ing me straight in the face all the time.
But | have this desire for brown whole-
meal bread, butter, Dutch cheese and
honey. Ha!l It is not damaging me,
because, | think, well human food can
never keep a man alive for ever, and |
console myself with the fact that I’ll get
a great feed up above (if I'm worthy).

But then I'm struck by this awful
thought that they don‘t eat food up
there. But if there’s something better
than brown wholemeal bread, cheese
and honey, etcetera, then it can’t be bad.

The. March winds are getting angry
tonight, which reminds me that I'm
wwenty-seven on Monday. | must go,
the road is just beginning, and tomorrow

is another day. | am now 62 kgms. and,
in general, mentally and physically, |
feel very good.

March 6th

There was no priest in last night or
tonight. They stopped me from seeing
my solicitor tonight, as another part of
the isolation process, which, as time goes
by, they will ruthlessly implement. |
expect they may move me sooner than
expected to an empty wing. | will be
sorry to leave the boys, but | know the
road is a hard one and everything must be
conquered,

| have felt the loss of energy twice
today, and am feeling slightly weak.

They (the screws) are unembarrassed
by the enormous amount af food they
are putting into the cell and | know they
have every bean and chip counted or
weighed. The damned fools don’t realise
that the doctor does tests for traces of
any food eaten, Regardless, | have no
intention of sampling their tempting
morsels.

| am sleeping well at night so far, as |
avoid sleeping during the day. | am even
having pleasant dreams and so far no head
aches. Is that a tribute to my psychol-
ogical frame of mind or will | pay for that
tomorrow or later! I wonder how long |
will be able to keep these scribbles going?

My friend Jennifer got twenty years, |
am greatly distressed. (Twenty-one-year-
old Jennifer McCann, from Belfast’s
Twinbrook estate, was sentenced to

e

@ Jennifer McCann
twenty years’ imprisonment for shooting
at an RUC man -- Editor.)

| have no doubts or regrets about what
| am doing for | know what | have
faced for eight years, and in particular for
the last four-and-a-half years, others will
face, young lads and girls still at school,
or young Gerard or Kevin (Bobby’s son
and “nephew, respectively — Editor)
and thousands of others.

They will not criminalise us, rob us
of our true identity, steal our individual-
ism, depoliticise us, churn us out as
systemised, institutionalised, decent law-
abiding robots. Never will they label our
liberation struggle ‘as criminal.

| am (even after all the torture)
amazed at British logic. Never in eight
centuries have they succeeded in breaking
the spirit of one man who refused to be
broken. They have not dispirited, con-
quered, nor demoralised my people, nor
will they ever.

| may be a sinner, but | stand — and if
it so be, will die — happy knowing that
| do not have to answer for what these
people have done to our ancient nation.

Thomas Clarke is in my thoughts, and
MacSwiney, Stagg, Gaughan, Thomas
Ashe, McCaughey.

Dear God, we have so many that
another one to those knaves means
nothing, or so they say, for some day
they’ll pay.

When | am thinking of Clarke, |
thought of the time | spent in ‘B" wing
in Crumlin Road jail in September and
October ‘77. | realised just what was
facing me then. |’ve no need to record it
all, some of my comrades experienced it
t00, so they know | have been thinking
that some people (maybe many people)
blame me for this hunger-strike, but |
have tried everything possible to avert it
short of surrender.

| pity those who say that, because
they do not know the British and | feel
more the pity for them because they don't
even know their poor selves. But didn‘t
we have people like that who sought to
accuse Tone, Emmet, Pearse, Connolly,
Mellowes: that unfortunate attitude is
perennial also.

| can hear the curlews passing over-
head. Such a lonely cell, such a lonely
struggle. But, my friend, this road is well
trod and he, whoever he was, who first
passed this way, deserves the salute of the
nation. | am but a mere follower and |
must say Oiche Mhaith.

[ pav7

Satufday
March 7th

| receiyed a most welcome note
tonight from Bernie my sister, good old
Bernie. | love her and | think she’s the
greatest.

| am now convinced that the author-
ities intend to implement strict isolation
soon, as | am having trouble in seeing my
solicitor. | hope I'm wrong about the
isolation, but we'll see.

It’s only that I'd like to remain with
the boys for as long as possible for many
reasons. If I'm isolated, | will simply
conquer it.

Fr. Toner was in today, somewhat
pleasant, and told me about Brendan
OCathaoir’s article in ‘The Irish Times’
during the week, which | saw. We had a
bit of a discussion on certain points,
which, of course, were to him content-
ious. He was cordial in his own practiced
way, purely tactical, of course, and at the
same time he was most likely boiling
over inside, thinking of the reference in
this week’s ‘AP/RN’ (February 28th
issue — Editor) calling him a coll-
aborating middle-class nationalist, or
appropriate words to that effect.

He is too, says |, and | sympathise
with those unfortunate sons of God who
find themselves battling against the
poverty, disease, corruption, death and

h ties of the Off the
man’s back O Seachnasaigh, for now any-
way! M
| am 61 kgms. today, going down.
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I'm pot troubled by hunger pangs, not
Paranoic about anything pertaining to
food, but by God the food has improved
here. | thought | noticed that during the
last hunger-strike. Well, there is a lot at
stake here.

| got the ‘Irish News’ today, but
there’s nothing in it, that’s why | got it.

I'm looking forward to seeing the
comrades at Mass tomorrow, all the
younger looking faces, minus the beards,
moustaches, long rambling untamed hair
matted in thick clumps.

.One thing is sure, that awful state, of
the piercing or glazed eyes, the tell-tale
sign of the rigours of torture, won't be
gone — if it is ever removed. | wonder is
it even conceivable that it could be
erased from the mind? d

We got a new comrade during the
week. Isn‘t it inspiring the comrades who
keep joining us?

| read what Jennifer said in court. (On
being sentenced, Jennifer McCann said:
‘I am a republican prisoner of war and at
the moment my comrade Bobby Sands
is on hunger-strike to defend my rights as
a political prisoner’, — Editor.) - | was
touched and proud, she is my comrade.

I've been thinking of Mary Doyle and
Ellen McGuigan and all the rest of the
girls in Armagh. How can | forget them?

The screws are staring at me perplexed.
Many of them hope (if their eyes tell the
truth) that | will die. If need be, I'll
oblige them, but my God they are fools.
Oscar Wilde did not do justice to them
for | believe they are lower than even he
thought.

And | may add there is only one thing
lower than a screw and that is a
Governor.  And in my experience the
higher one goes up that disgusting ladder
they call rank, or positions, the lower one
gets,

A ‘Chief’ once bored me with the

- praises of ‘our governor’ Mr. Hilditch:
‘Mr Hilditch is a practising Christian you
know, never known him: to even bear the
semblance of a lie’.

‘Tell that to the four hundred men in
these Blocks who have been beaten stupid
for four-and-a-half years’, | blazed at him.
The man was but a pathetic fool, a yes-
man, and what else can be said?

It's raining. I’'m not cold, my spirits
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are well, and I'm still getting some
smokes — decadence, well sort of, but
who's perfect? Bad for your health. Mar
dheas anois, Oiche Mhaith.

March 8th

In a few hours time | shall be twenty-
seven grand years of age. Paradoxically it
will be a happy enough birthday; per-
haps that’s because | am free In spirit.
| can offer no other reason.

| was at Mass today, and saw all the
lads minus their beards, etc. An
American priest said Mass and | went to
Communion. One of the lads collapsed
before Mass, but he's alright now.
Another was taken out to Musgrave mil-
itary hospital. These are regular occurr-
ences,

| am 60.8 kgms. today, and have no
medical complaints.

| received another note from my sister
Bernie and her boyfriend, it does my
heart good to hear from her. | got the
‘Irish News' today, which carried some
adverts in support of the hunger-strike.

There is a stand-by doctor who exam-
ined me at the weekend, a young man
whose name | did not know up until now.
Little friendly Dr. Ross has been the
doctor. He was also the doctor during the
last hunger-strike.

Dr. Emerson is, they say, down with
the ‘flu. We could expect his ‘flu to last
two months. Dr. Ross, although friendly,
is in my opinion also the examiner of
people’s minds. Which reminds me, they
haven’t asked me to see a psychiatrist
yet. No doubt they will yet, but | won't
see him, for | am mentally stable, prob-
ably more so than he.

| read some wild-life articles in various
papers, which indeed brought back mem-
ories of the once-upon-a-time budding
ornithologist! It was a bright pleasant
afternoon today and it is a calm even-
ing. It is surprising what even the con-
fined eyes and ears can discover.

| am awaiting the lark, for spring is
all but upon us. How | listened to that
lark when | was in H-5, and watched a
pair of chaffinches which arrived in Feb-
ruary. Now lying on what indeed is my
death-bed, | still listen even to the black

crows.

Monday
March 9th

| have left this rather late tonight and
it is cold. The priest Fr. Murphy was in. |
had a discussion with him on the sit-
uation. He said he enjoyed our falk and
was somewhat enlightened, when he
was leaving.

On the subject of priests, | received
a small note from a Fr. S.C. from Tralee,
Kerry, and some holy pictures of Our
Lady. The thought touched me. If it is
the same man, | recall him giving a lecture
to us in Cage 11 some years ago on the
right to lift arms in defence of the free-

dom of one’s occupied and oppressed

- status.

—

nation. Preaching to the converted he
was, but it all helps.

It is my birthday and the boys are
having a bit of a sing-song for me, bless
their hearts. | braved it to the door, at
their request, to make a bit of a speech,
for What that was worth. | wrote to
several friends today including Bernie
and my mother. | feel alright and my
weight is 60 kgms.

| always keep thinking of James
Connolly, and the great calm and dignity
that he showed right to his very end,
his courage and resolve. Perhaps | am
biased, because there have been
thousands like him, but Connolly has
always been the man that | look up to.

| always have had tremendous feeling
for Liam Mellowes as well; and for the
present leadership of the Republican
Movement, and a confidence in them that
they will always remain undaunted and
unchanged. And again, dare | forget the
Irish people of today, and the risen
people of the past, they too hold a special
place in my heart.

Well, | have gotten by twenty-seven
years, so that is something. | may die, but
the Republic of 1916 will never die. On-
ward to that Republic and liberation of
our people.

“DAY10 |

Tuesday
March 10th

It has been a fairly normal day in my
present circumstances. My weight is
59.3 kgms. and | have no medical prob-
lems. | have seen some birthday greet-
ings: from relatives and friends in yes-
terday’s paper which | got today. Also |
received a bag of toiletries today.

There was no priest in tonight, but the
chief medical officer dropped in, took
my pulse and left. | suppose that makes
him feel pretty important.

From what | have read in the news-
papers | am becoming increasingly worr-
ied and wary of the fact that there could
quite well be an attempt at a later date
to pull the carpet from under our feet
and undermine us — if not defeat this
hunger-strike — with the concession bid
in the forf of ‘our own clothes as a
right’.

This, of course, would solve nothing.
But if allowed birth could, with the voice
of the Catholic hierarchy, seriously
damage our position. It is my opinion
th‘at under no circumstances do they
wish to see the prisoners gain political
status, or facilities that resemble, or
afford us with the contents of, political

® Mr. Sands (bespectacled) with Bobby's
brother, John (far right) and son, Gerard,t
at Bobby'’s funeral

The reasons for this are many and
varied, primarily motivated by the wish
to see the revolutionary struggle of the
_peo_ple brought to an end. The criminal-
isation of republican prisoners would
help to furnish this end.

It is the declared wish of
these people
to see humane and better conditionspin
these Blocks. But the issue at stake is not

® Bernadette Sands, Bobby s 5’
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® Gerard, Bobby's son

Stance the “terrible silent system” in the
Victorian period in English prisons. In
€very decade there has been ample evid-
nce of such gains to all prisoners due to
"“Publican prisoners’ resistance.

5 Unfortunately, the years, the decades,
iMd centuries, have not seen an end to
“Publican resistance in English hell-
holes, because the struggle in the prisons

%€ hand-in-hand with the continuous

[reedom struggle in Ireland. Many Irish-

®n have given their lives in pursuit of

this freedom and | know that more will,
myself included, until such times as that
freedom is achieved.

| am still awaiting some sort of move
from my cell to an empty wing and total
isolation. The last strikers were ten days
in the wings with the boys, before they
were moved. But then they were on the
no-wash protest and in filthy cells. My
cell is far from clean but lolerab]e. The
water is always cold. | can't risk the

I've had a bath, perhaps longer. No
matter.

Tomorrow is the eleventh day and
there is a long way to go. Someone
should write a poem of the tribulations
of a hunger-striker, | would like to, but
how could | finish it.

Caithfidh me a dul mar ta tuirseach
ag eiri ormsa.

(Translated, this reads as follows —

ditor):

Must go as |I'm getting tired.

Wednesday
March 11th

| received a large amount of birthday
cards today. Some from people | do not
know. In particular a Mass bouquet with
fifty Masses on it from Mrs. Burns from
Sevastopol Street. We all know of her,
she never forgets us and we shan’t forget
her, bless her dear heart.

| also received a card from reporter

’Brendan O'Cathaoir, which indeed was

thoughtful. | received a letter from a
friend, and from a student in America
whom | don‘t know, but again it’s good
to know that people are thinking of
you. There were some smuggled letters
as well from my friends and comrades.

| am the same weight today and have
no complaints medically. Now and again
| am struck by the natural desire to eat
but the desire to see an end to my com-
rades’ plight and the liberation of my
people is overwhelmingly greater.

The doctor will be taking a blood
test tomorrow. It seems that Dr. Ross
has disappeared and Dr. Emerson is
back. But they are all the system'’s hacks.

Again, there has been nothing out-
standing today except that | took a bath
this morning. | have also been thinking
of my family and hoping that they are
not suffering too much.

| was trying to piece together a quote
from” James Connolly today which I'm
ashamed that | did not succeed in doing
but I’ll paraphrase the meagre few lines
| can remember,

They go something like this: a man
who is bubbling over with énthusiasm (or
patriotism) for his country, who walks
through the streets among his people,
their degradation, poverty, and suffering,
and who (for want of the right words)
does nothing, is, in my mind, a fraud; for
Ireland distinct from its people is but a
mass of chemical elements.

Perhaps the stark poverty of Dublin
in 1913 does not exist today, but then
again, in modern day comparison to living
standards in other places through the
world, it could indeed be said to be the
same if not worse both North and South.
Indeed, one thing has not changed, that
is the economic, cultural and physical
oppression of the same Irish people.

There are still too, too many who walk
among the people bubbling over with
false enthusiasm, -false patriotism and
false concern. Political magpies and pol-
itical opportunists and parasites, the
Fitts, Devlins, Humes, Sticks, Haugheys,
FitzGeralds and the rest of those disgust-
ing band of ambitious, unscrupulous
wasters,

Even should there not be 100,000 un-
employed in the North, their’ pittance
of a wage would look shame in the com-
pany of those whose wage and profit is

enormous, the privileged and capitalist
class who sleep upon the péople’s
wounds, and sweat and toils.

Total equality and fraternity can‘t,
and never will be, gained whilst these
parasites dominate and rule the lives of a
nation. There is no equality in a society
that stands upon the economic and pol*
itical bog of only the strongest make it
good or survive. Compare the lives, com-
forts, habits, wealth of all those political
conmen (who allegedly are concerned
for us, the people) with that of the
wretchedly deprived and oppressed.

Compare it in any decade in history,
compare it tomorrow, in the future, and
it will mock you. Yet our perennial blind-
ness continues. There are no luxuries in
the H-Blocks. But there is true concern
for the Irish people.

DAY 12

Thursday
March12th

Fr. Toner was in tonight, and brought
me in some religious magazines.

My weight is 58.75 kgms. They did
not take a blood sample because they
want to incorporate other tests with it.
So the doctor says they’ll do it next
week.

Physically | have felt very tired today,
between dinner time and later afternoon.
| know I'm'getting physically weaker, it is
only to be expected. But I'm okay. I'm
still getting the papers alright, but there’s
nothing heartening in them. But again |
expect that also and therefore | must
depend entirely upon my own heart and
resolve, which | will do.

| received three notes from the com-
rades in Armagh, God bless them again.

| heard of today’s announcement that
Frank Hughes will be joining me on
hunger-strike on Sunday. | have the great-
est respect, admiration and confidence in
Frank and | know that | am not alone.
How could | ever be with comrades like
those around me, in Armagh and outside.

I've been thinking of the comrades in
Portlaoise, the visiting facilities there are
inhuman. No doubt that hell-hole will
also eventually explode in due time. |
hope not, but Haughey's compassion for
the prisoners down there is no different
from that of the Brits towards prisoners
in the North and in English gaols.

| have come to understand, and with
each passing  day | understand
increasingly more and in the most sad
way, that awful fate and torture endured
to the very bitter end by Frank Stagg and
Michael Gaughan. Perhaps, — indeed yes!
— | am more fortunate because those
poor comrades were without comrades or
a friendly face, they had not even the
final consolation of dying in their own
land. Irishmen alone and at the unmer-
ciful ugly hands of a vindictive heartless
enemy. Dear God, but | am so lucky in
comparison.

| have poems in my mind, mediocre no
doubt, poems of hunger-strike and
MacSwiney, and everything that this
hunger-strike has stirred up in my heart
and in my mind, but the weariness is

(continued on next page)
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slt_:M_lly creeping in, and my heart is
willing but my body wants to be lazy,
50 | have decided to mass all my energy
flnd thoughts into consolidating my res-
istance,

That is most important. Nothing else
Seems to matter except that lingering
constant reminding thought ‘Never give
up’. No matter how bad, how black, how
painful, how heart-breaking, ‘Never give
up’, ‘Never despair’, ‘Never lose hope’.
Let them bastards laugh at you all they

“want, let them grin and jibe, allow them

o persist in their humiliation, brutality,
“deprivations, vindictiveness, petty harass-
ments, let them laugh now, because all of
that is no longer important or worth a
response.

| am making my last response to the
Whole vicious inhuman atrocity they call
H-Block. But, unlike their laughs and
jibes, our laughter will be the joy of vic-
tory and joy of the people, our revenge
will be the liberation of all and the final
defeat of the oppressors of our aged
nation.

—_ —

oav1s |

Friday
March 13th

- I'm not superstitious, and it was an
uneventful day today. | feel alright con-
sidering, and my weight is 58.5 kgms.

| was not so tired today, but my back
gets sore now and again sitting in the bed.
| didn’t get the ‘Irish News’, which makes
me think there is probably something in
it that they don’t wish me to see, butwho
cares. Fr. Murphy was in tonight for a
few minutes.

The screws had a quick look around
my cell today when | was out getting
water. They are always snooping. |
heard reports of men beaten up during a
wing shift from H-6 to one of the other
Blocks. Nothing changes here.

Sean McKenna (the former hunger-
striker — Editor) is back in H-4, apparent-
ly still a bit shaky but alive and still
recovering, and hopefully he will do so
1o the full.

Mhuscail me leis an gealbhain ar
maidin agus an t-aon smaointe amhain i
mo cheann — seo chugat la eile a
Roibeard. Cuireann e sin amhran a
scriobh me; bhfad o shin i nduil domsa.

Seo o cibe ar bith.

‘D'eiriah me ar maidin mar a thainig an
coimheardoir,

“Bhuail se mo dhoras go trom’s gan labhairt,

‘Dhearc_me ar na ballai, ‘S shil me nach
raibh me beo,

“Tchitear nach n-imeoidh an t-iffrean
seo go deo.

‘D’oscail an doras ‘s nior druideadh e
go cuain,

‘Ach ba chuma ar bith mar nach raibh-
eamar inar suaim.

‘Chuala me ean ‘s ni fhasa me geal an
i ot s i 9o raibh me go deimhin
faoj,

‘Ca bhfuil me smaointi.ar laethe a chuaigh
romhainn,

“S ca bhfuil an tsaol a smaoin me abhi
sa dormhain,

‘Ni chluintear mo bheic ‘s ni fheictear

i dheor,
mar’;h:-’sll’r, ’:! thigeann ar la aithiocfaidh me
iad go mor.”

Canaim e sin leis an phort ‘Suin Ni
Dhuibhir’,
(Translated, this reads as follows —
itor):
| awoke with the sparrows this morn-
ing and the only thought in my head was:
here comes another day, Bobby —
reminding me of a song | once wrote a
long time ago.
This is it anyway.
‘l arose this morning as the screw came,

‘He thumped my door heavily without

speaking.

‘I stared. at the walls, and thought | was
dead,

‘It seems that this hell will never depart.

‘The door opened and it wasn’t closed
gently,

asleep. -
‘I heard a bird and yet didn’t see the dawn
of day,

‘Would that | were deep in the earth.

Where are my thoughts of days gone by,

‘And where is the life | once thought was in

the world,

‘My cry is unheard and my tears flowing
unseen,
When our day comes | shall welcome them
back.” $
| sing this to the tune ‘Siun Ni
Dhuibhir’.

Bhi na heinini ag ceiliuracht “inniu,
Chaith ceann de na buachailli aran amach
as an fhuinneog, ar a laghad bhi duine
eigin ag ithe. Uaigneach abhi me ar feadh
tamaill ar trathnona beag inniu ag
eisteacht leis na preachain ag screadail
agus ag teacht abhaile daobhtha. Da
geluinfinn an- fhuiseog alainn, brisfeadh
si mo chroi.

Anois mar a scriobhaim ta an corr-
crothar ag caoineadh mar a theann siad
tharam. Is maith liom na heinini.

Bhuel caithfidh me a dul mar ma

‘But it didn't really matter, we weren’t

scriobhaim mos mo ar na heinini seo

! beidh me dheora ag rith ‘s rachaidh mo

smaointi ar ais chuig an t-am nuair abhi
me i mo oganach, b’iad na laeannta agus
iad imithe go deo anois, ach thaitin siad
liom agus ar a laghad nil dearmad deanta
agan orthu, ta siad i mo chroi — oiche
mhaith anois.

(Translated, this reads as follows —
Editor):

The birds were singing today. One of
the boys threw bread out of the window.
At least somebody was eating!

| was lonely for a while this evening,
listening to the crows caw as they return-
ed home. Should | hear the beautiful lark,
she would rent my heart. Now, as | write,
the odd curlew mournfully calls as they
fly over. | like the birds.

Well, | must leave off, for if | write
more about the birds my tears will fall
and my thoughts return to the days of
my youth.

They were the days, and gone forever
now. But | enjoyed them, and at least |
haven‘t forgotten them. They are in my
heart — good night, now.

DAY 14

7 Saturday
March14th

Again, another uneventful somewhat
boring day. My weight is 58,25 kgms, and
no »medical complaints, | read the pa’pers
which are full of trash, g

THE DIARY OF

Tonight's tea was pie and beans, and
although hunger may fuel my imagin-
ation (it looked a powerful sized meal),
| don‘t exaggerate: the beans were nearly*
falling off the plate. If | said this all the
time to the lads, they would worry about
me, but I’'m alright.

It was inviting (I'm human too) and |
was glad to see it leave the cell, never
would | have touched it, but it was a
starving nuisance. Ha! My God, if it had
have attacked, 1’d have fled.

| was going to write about a few things
| had in my head but they’ll wait. I'm
looking forward to the brief company of
all the lads at Mass tomorrow. You never
know when it could be the last time that
You may ever see them again.

| smoked some cigarettes today. We
still defeat them in this sphere. If the
screws only knew the half of it; the ingen-
uity of the POW is something amazing.
The worse the situation the greater the
ingenuity. Someday it may all be revealed.

On a personal note, Liam Qgq, (the
pseudonym  for Bobby Sands’ Repub-
lican Movement contact on the outside
— Editor) | just thought 1'd take this
opportunity tonight of saying to your
good hard-working self that | admire you
all out there and the unselfish work that
Yyou all do and have done in the past, not
just for the H-Blocks and Armagh, but
for the struggle in general.

I have always taken a lesson from
some thing that was told me by a sound
man, that is that everyone, republican
or otherwise, has his own particular
Part to play. No part is too great or too
small, no-one is too old or too young to
do something.

There is that much to be done that no

(continued on next page)
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select or small portion of people can do,
only the greater mass of the Irish nation
will ensure the achievement of the social-
ist Republic, and that can only be done
by hard work and sacrifice.

So, mo chara, for what it’s worth, |
would like to thank you all for what you
have done and | hope many others follow
your example, and I’'m deeply proud to
have known you all and prouder still to
call you comrades and friends.

On a closing note, I've noticed the
screws have been really slamming the cell
doors today, in particular my own.
Perhaps a good indication of the mental-
ity of these people, always vindictive,
always full of hate. I’m glad to say that
I am not like that.

Well | must go to rest up as | found it
tiring trying to comb my hair today
after a bath.

So venceremos, beidh bua againn eigin
la eigin. Sealad-igh abu.

(Translated this reads as follows —
Editor):

So venceremos — we will be victorious
someday. Up the Provos.

Sunday
March 15th

Frank - has now joined me on the
hunger-strike. | saw the boys at Mass
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today which | enjoyed. Fr. Toner said
Mass. %

Again it was a pretty boring day. | had
a bit of trouble to get slopped out tonight
and to get water,

| have a visit tomorrow and it will be
good to see my family. | am also looking
forward to the walk in the fresh air, it
will tire me out, but | hope the weather
is-good. | must go.

March 16th

| had a wonderful visit today with my

mother, father and Marcella. Wonderful,
idering the ci and the
strain which indeed they are surely under.

As | expected, | received a lot of
verbal flak from screws going and coming
from the actual visits. Their warped sense
of humour was evident in their childish
taunts, etcetera.

| wrapped myself up well to keep me
from the cold. My weight is 58.25 kgms.
today, but | burnt up more energy today.
with the visit. I’ve no complaints of any
nature.

I've noticed the orderlies are substit-
uting slices of bread for bits of cake,
etcetera — stealing the sweet things
(which are rare anyway) for themselves.
| don‘t know whether it’s a case of ‘How
low can you get?’ or ‘Well, could you

blame them’. But they take their choice
and fill of the food always, so it's the
former,

They left my. supper in tonight when
the _priest (Fr. Murphy) was in. There
were two bites out of the small doughy
bun. | ask you!

| got the ‘Sunday World’ newspaper;
papers have been scarce for the past few
days.

There is a certain screw here who has
taken it upon himself to harass me to the
very end “in a very vindictive childish
manner. |t does not worry me, the harass-
ment, but his attitude aggravates me occ-
asionally. It is one thing to torture, but
quite a different thing to exact enjoy-
ment from it, that’s his type.

There was no mirror search going out
to visits today — a pleasant change.
Apparently, with the ending of the no-
wash protest, the mercenary screws have
lost all their mercenary bonuses, etcetera,
notwithstanding that they are also losing
overtime and so on. So not to be outdone
they aren’t going to carry out the mirror
search any more, and its accompanying
brutality, degradation, humiliation,
etcetera.

Why? Because they aren’t being paid
for it!

I'm continually wrapped up in the
blankets, but find it hard to keep my feet
warm. It doesn’t help my body temper-
ature, drinking pints of cold water. I'm
still able to take the salt and five or six
pints of water per day without too much
discomfort.

The books that are available to me are
trash. I'm going to ask for a dictionary
tomorrow. I'd just sit and flick through
that and learn, much more preferable to
reading rubbish.

The English rag newspapers | barely

"#~ sead, perhaps flick “through them and

"~ hope that no-one opens the door. A copy
of last week's “AP/RN’ was smuggled in
and was read out last night (ingenuity
of POWs, again!). | enjoyed listening to
its content (faultless — get off them! —
good lad Danny (Morrison — Editor)).

| truly hope that people read, take in
and understand at least some of the
truths that are to be regularly found in it.
| see Paddy Devlin is at his usual tricks,
and won't come out and support the
prisoners. He is not, nor ever has been, a
trade unionist, more likely a Unionist!

Well that's it for tonight. | must go.
Oiche Mhaith.

Tuesday
March 17th

La Padraig inniu ‘s mar is gnach nior
tharla aon rud suntasach, bhi me ar
aifreann agus mo chuid grnaige gearrtha
agam nios gairde, agus e i bhfad nios
fearr freisin. Sagart nach raibh ar mo
aithne abhi ag ra an aifreann.

Bhi na giollai ag tabhairt an bhia
amach do chach abhi ag teacht ar ais on
aifreann. Rinneadh iarracht chun f tabh-
airt plata bidh domhsa. Cuireadh os
comhair m‘aghaidh ach shiuil me ar"mo
shli mar is nach raibh aon duine ann.

Fuair me cupla nuachtan inniu agus
mar shaghas malairt bhi an nuacht na
hEireann ann Taim ag fail pe an sceal
ata le fail ona buachailli cibe ar bith.

Chonaic me ceann dona dochtuiri ar
maidin, agus e gan beasai. Cuireann se
tuirse " ormsa. Bhi mo. chuid meachain
57.50 kgms. Ni raibh aon ghearan agam.

Bhi an rialteoir isteacht liom agus thug
se beagan ide beil domhsa. Arsa se ‘tchit
go bhfuil tu ag leigheadh leabhar gairid.

Rud maith nach leabhar fada e mar ni
chriochnoidh tu e’.

Sin an saghas daoine ata iohtu. Ploid
orthu. Is cuma liom. Le fadalach ab ea
e. Bhi me ag smaoineamh inniu ar an
chealacan seo.
faoin chorp ach ni chuireann muinin sa
chorp ar bith Measaim ceart go leor go
bhfuil saghas troda.

Ar dtus ni ghlacann leis an chorp an
easpaidh bidh, is fulaingionn se on chathu
bidh, is greithe airithe eile a bhionn ag
siorchlipeadh an choirp. Troideann an
corp ar ais ceart go leor, ach deireadh an
lae, teann achan rud ar ais chuig an
phriomhrud, is e sin an mheabhair.

Is e an mheabhair an rud is tabhachtai.
Mura bhfuil meabhair laidir agat chun
cur in aghaidh le achan rud, ni mhairfidh.
Ni bheadh aon sprid troda agat. Is ansin
cen ait as a dtigeann an mheabhair cheart
seo. B'fheidir as an fhonn saoirse.

Ni he cinnte gurb e an ait as a dtigeann
se. Mura bhfuil siad in inmhe an fonn
saoirse a scriosadh, ni bheidh siad in
inmhe tu fein a bhriseadh. Ni bhrisfidh
siad me mar ta an fonn saoirse, agus
saoirse mhuintir na-hEireann i mo chroi.

Tiocfaidh la eigin nuair a bheidh an
fonn saoirse seo le taispeaint ag daoine go
leir na hEireann ‘s ansin tchifidh muid eiri
na gealai.

(Translated this reads as follows —

Editor):

St. Patrick’s Day today and, as usual,
nothing noticeable. | was at Mass, my hair
cut shorter. and much better also. | didn‘t
know the priest who said Mass.

The orderlies were giving out food to
all who were returning from Mass. They
tried to give me a plate of food. It was
put in front of my-face but | continued

on my
there.

| got a couple of papers today, and as
a kind of change the ‘Irish News’ was
there. I’'m getting any news, from the
boys anyway.

I'saw one of the doctors this morning,
an ill-mannered sort.
weight was 57.50 kgms. |
complaints.'

The governor was in with me and gave
me some |ip. He said ‘I see you‘re reading
a short book. It's a good thing it isn’t a
long one for you won‘t finish it!”

That's the sort of people they are.
Curse them! | don’t care. It's been a long

day.

| was thinking today about the hunger-
strike. People say a lot about the body,
but don’t trust it.

| consider that there is a kind of fight
indeed. Firstly the body doesn’t accept
the lack of food, and it suffers from the
temptation of food, and from other
aspects which gnaw at it perpetually.

The body fights back sure enough, but
at the end of the day everything returns
to the primary consideration, that is the
mind. The mind is the most important.

If you don’t have a strong mind to
resist all, you won't last. You wouldn’t
have any fighting spirit.

But then where does this proper men-
tality stem from?
desire for freedom. It isn‘t certain that
that’s where it comes from.

If they aren’t able to destroy the
desire for freedom, they won’t break
you. They won't break me because the
desire for freedom, and the freedom of
the Irish people, is in my heart. The day
will dawn when all the people of Ireland
will have the desire for freedom to show.

It is then we'll see the rising of the

moon.

Deireann daoine a lan

way ‘was though nobody was

It tries me. My
had no

Perhaps from one's

(THE END)
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THE extent and regularity of
protest abroad,
from small  street pickets, to
occupations of British offices, to
major demonstrations, to bomb
gttacks _on British  property,
accompanied by postering,  leaf-
letting, and wall painting, will
jnevitably mean that many British
travellers abroad this summer will
meet a cold reminder of current
anti-British feeling aroused by the
hunger-strike.

This militant activity abroad under-
lines the international media reaction,
the extensive concerned reaction from
international bodies in the trade union,
cultural and human rights area, and the
pcli(l:al backing for the hunger-strikers,
the pressure of which continues to
grow on British diplomatic missions.

The source of all this pressure
varies in its initiation around the world.
In the United States the powerful
|rish-American. lobby, and in particular
\rish Northern Aid, is the catalyst
for most of the protests, messages of
support and expressions of concern. To
a lesser extent lrish emigrants are also
the main campaigners in Australia and
New Zealand.

In Europe, however, the militant
protests have been exclusively initiated
by groups native to each country and
gives an added powerful dimension  to
the general international pressure. Its
encouraging extent is typified not only
by reports received . regularly = from
known areas of activity but.also by
reports received from areas detailing
activity in recent weeks which have
otherwise been unknown here.

A recent report from Brittany
for example identifies the port of
Nantes as the scene of a number of
demonstrations during the hunger-strike
and particularly since = the = hunger-
strike deaths, =

This recent activity has included
the picketing- of Royal Navy vessels
visiting the port.

An_appearance last mgnth by the
British consul in connection with a war
memorial  ceremony was.-met with
picketers and the_focal”mayor during’
the ceremony  paidy tril Bobby
Sands. The local British consulate was
occupied following - the _hunger-strike
deaths and recent rallies have attracted
up to four hundred people.

Local teachers, farmers, overseas
students, and trade unions, have all
expressed support for the. hunger-
strikers ~ as well as = many left-wing
political groups. There is also a cam-
paign underway calling for a boycott
of holidays in Britain.

Meanwhile * the campaign in Aus-
tralia in support of the hunger-strikers
continued its momentum with a march
in Sydney on Sunday 31st May attended
by fifteen hundred people. On the
same evening four hundred ~people
turned up for a showing of two video
films relating to the H-Blocks.

In the United States, the Spanish
language television network, which
services wide areas throughout North
and South America, has called last week
for a boycott of English goods to pro-
test the British government's treatment
of the Irish political prisoners. The
appeal to viewers was made by Rene
Anselmo, president of the network.

Maura McDonnell, a sister of hunger-
striker Joe McDonnell, and ex-British
army lieutenant Meurig Parri sppeared
on all three television stations in New
Haven on Saturday 6th June in con-
junction with a hunger-strike rally
there organised by Irish Northern Aid.

They returned to New York for 8
demonstration in front of the British
consulate before going on to Phila-
delphia, where they appeared in all the
city’s newspapers as well as on tele-
vision and radio. They then moved to
Washington where they met a numbet
of United States congressmen: Morio
Biaggi, Benjamin Gilman and Senator
Dodd.

The State Assembly of Connecticut
~has passed a resolution memorialising
the four deceased hunger-strikers. New
York’s Mayor Koch has announced
on New York television that he will
not have much time for Prince Charles
who s visiting there next week because

‘I am with the Irish’.
Demonstrations continue three
weekly in Kansas city and Detroit
i n

ree times
. The
front

® March in Sydney, Australia, May 31st

west states and is in New England whilst
fhe other former blanket man on tour
in the United States, Noel Cassidy, has
Peen most recently in Seattleand Or’egun
in the north-west.

Britain

THE SHIFT in opinion in the
Bri_tish Labour Party and trade
unions caused by the hunger-
strike deaths was further empha-
sised last week, and not only by
the party’s s<Home Policy Com-
mittee’s call for a more flexible
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%' On Sunday 7th June, the annual
conference of trades councils, meeting
in Southport, passed a motion calling
for the restoration of ‘special category
status’, despite the vigoroué opposition
of TUC leader Len Murray.

The new current within the Labour
Party was further illustrated on Thurs-
day 28th May when Hackney Central
constituency ~ committee  passed 2
resolution condemning the official
party line of support for Thatcher on the
hunger-strike, calling for the dismissal
of Don Concannon as spokesman on
the North and, referring to ‘the over-
whelming strength of feeling in support
“of the ‘H-Block prisoners’, went on to
call for a ‘serious examination of the
possibilities for conceding the demands
of the H-Block prisoners’.

This was the first statement or

.
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L]
BERDEE

the North from the previously right-
wing Hackney Central Labour Party.
On Saturday 6th June, the Hackney

Trades Council, which has a record of
criticism of British policy in the North,
held a one-day conference.on Ireland.

Protests last weekend continued in
London and included 3 picket on the
constituency surgery of Labour MP
John Frazer on Friday 5th June. The
following day, 3 two-hundred-strong
picket, specifically on the hunger-strike,
was held by the Iranian Mojahadeen
group in London at the Tory Party
offices in Smith Square.

On the same day in Leeds, a dozen
protestors picketed the coﬂslilu‘!nl:v
surgery of former Northern direct-
ruler, Labour MP Merlyn Rees.

Other indications of support for
the hunger-strikers in Britain include
a motion supporting the. five demands
and calling for British_ withdrawal from
Ireland  passed by an extraordinary
general meeting of over five hundred
students in Glasgow University. The.
passing of the motion was notified 1o

National H-Block/Armagh Com-
mittee by the president of the Students’
Represemalive Council.

And the editorial of the latest edition
of the ‘Carribean Times' — the h:!rl»
nightly paper of Britain’s West Indian

New York daily

of the British consulate have now passed
fifty days.

Former blanket man Seamus Delaney

has now completed his tour of the mid-
pe =

ty, published in London — is

also strong in its of what
it calls Thatcher’s ‘bunker mentality
on the hunger-strike.

® Picket of Conservative Cantral Office, Smith Square, London, June Gth, by

@ Burning the Union Jack, Amsterdam
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Iranian Mojahadeen students

ke
LLLE LERCR TERTT FFPeT

A e WO




i

CROSSING the border at Killeen, the first election poster on
the Dundalk road was clear cut in black and white: ‘Support
the Prisoners, Vote Paddy Agnew No 1." From then until | left
the constituency the following day, Paddy Agnew dominated

the poster scene.

The length of the county, all along the Dublin road to left
and right, through small villages and hamlets, Paddy’s face
smiled down at us from telegraph poles, hoardings, and tree
trunks. As one election worker put it: “Before this, Paddy
Agnew was known only in Dundalk. Now everyone in the

county knows him.”

The two-storey election office
at Dundalk was a hive of activity
when | arrived a few hours before
a public meeting began.

The ground floor window of the
office was dominated by a huge
television set which attracted a
steady group of viewers for the
non-stop . screening of the video
film ‘Ireland’s Hunger-Strike’.
Upstairs rooms had been allocated
under the direction of Pat Duffy
and election workers folded, pasted,
posted, stapled, typed and drank
tea with great gusto.

DUNDALK

Local Sinn Fein councillor Fra
Browne described the campaign
for me: “To date we have can-
vassed the whole constituency,
Dundalk itse/f, Castlebellingham
and Dunleer. The Drogheda people
are similarly well advanced.

“There is a very enthusiastic
election team,; a one hundred-per
cent turnout of young people;
and a very active H-Block group
throughout the constituency cover-
ing their own locality. Republicans
from South Armagh and South
Down are really sound, plus of
course Paddy’s own family. All
are doing work.”"

Michael O’ Donnaill, independent:
councillor from Carlingford, inter-
jected: “The interest of people
in_the H-Blocks and Armagh is
really intense. In any canvassing |
have done, Paddy’s manifesto has
been _really well ived. The

Gerry
Adams

prison issue has cut right across
the board from farmers, business
people, housewives and young
people, the feeling is the same. |
think Paddy will head the poll.”

“Can | quote you?” said |I.
“You can,” said he, “a rake .of
young Fianna Fail people left
their own candidate to support
Paddy Agnew.””

“And the Labour Party people,”
someone else remarked, “haven’t
they  lost their best people?
Resignations last week  over
Cluskey’s disgraceful stand on the
national question and total
opposition to the demands of the
H-Block prisoners.”

Everyone is really working hard.
All the groups who supported the
demonstrations are putting in great
work. There is big support from
workers in Dundalk especially
Paddy’s own workplace with one
-hundred per cent support promised.

“We’ll top the poll,” said Pat
Duffy as he left for the Square.

“It is really only a three-seater,”
| cautioned. “How do you see
things - working out?” | asked
Fra Browne.

“Well it is hard to know how
people will behave on the day but
it is the best campaign |'ve ever
been involved in. We should get
four-and-a-half  thousand first
preferences. That is based on stand-
ing republican votes in the county
and excludes all the new young
voters who are really sound on
the prison issue.

“On top of that there if the
two Labour Party people, the

I L

independent, and the Stick go to
the wall, Paddy will pick up their
second preferences. We will be
well in there for a seat. Of course
if the reception that we have got
throughout the county translates
into all the votes we have been
promised then we will be home
and dry. We will know on the
twelfth anyway,” he said with a
grin.

As | left Dundalk, droves of
young people, Paddy Agnew stickers
on their lapels, headed for the
meeting in the Square. The blanket
men and the women in Armagh
have definitely captured the support
of their contemporaries in North
Louth,

If that support extends to
their parents then Paddy Agnew
will have been elected for Louth
on June 11th. But as Fra Browne
says, ‘we will know.on the twelfth!”

MONAGHAN
From Dundalk, in heavy rain
towards Monaghan, a borrowed
car anxious for the open road and
Carrickmacross, when
Doherty’ first' came ' into’ sight on
the outskirts of the town.

In the town square an H-Block/
Armagh caravan bore posters of
Francis, Bobby, Patsy and Raymond
as well as of the four present
hunger-strikers. ‘Vote Kieran
Doherty No. 1 was the order of
the day, with posters, an epidemic
of them, much in evidence along
the main road.

Our car, after its initial good

Kieran+

TN,
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manners, was now taking water
abroad, courtesy of a few well
placed rust-holes. We stopped at
Castleblayney to bale out.

On to Monaghan to meet a
well-organised car cavalcade which
was returning from an extensive
tour of the lower part of the
county. Mrs. Doherty, Kieran's
mother, was heading back to Bel-
fast well pleased with the reception
she had received at every juncture.

Kieran’s father had accompanied
local workers on a well-received
canvas of housing estates around
Monaghan a few nights earlier.
Another cavalcade was heading off
for the border aréas and with the
rain still teaming down we stole a
lift from Caoimhin O Caolain and
Padraig O Baoill, both gaelgeoiris
and hardworking campaigners.

When we stopped at Scots-
town, | was surprised at the length
of the cavalcade. Despite the heavy
downpour, crowds -gathered and
cheered the speakers.

Morale among Kieran's election
workers was sky-high as we headed
off, loud hailers blafing ‘The Boys
of the Old Brigade’ and victory
signs from people peering from
their  doorways. Elections are
contagious, and our entourage of
young, not so young, and-middle-
aged were_all infected.”

Emyvale was our last stop

©® Two thousand people at an election meeting for prisoner candidate Sean McKenna in Listowel, Co. Kerry

ishness of city people, cheered
encouragement just the same.
Kieran Doherty was their man
and they well understood the
intricacies of PR.

CAVAN
On the road again, the following
morning, heading for Cavan, the
car, as rebellious as ever, threw
caution to the wind and headed
off down a concession road through
Fermanagh.

|, mindful of the UDR and their
cohorts, wasn’t too pleased. With
only a provisional licence for cover
and an invalided motor almost
out of my control, who could
blame me?

Eventually into Cavan town and
the election headquarters. Again
a buzz of activity even in the
early morning. But a much more
low-key campaign in Cavan, with
locals backed up by Paddy Bolger,
Brian McKeown, and other repub-
lican activists concentrating on the
wide rural areas in their part of
the constituency.

»Canvassing was progressing wel|
with the welcome build up of
support in  Cavan town itself,
The west of the county, Bally-
.connell, Swanlinbar and Belturbet

- were . particularl romisis
g O 55 ! Promising. All

before returning  to
‘Doc’ ' will not be- surprised to
know that | almost started a
‘spoiled vote’ campaign (old habits
die hard) when | encouraged
listeners to mark an ‘X’ by his
name instead of the necessary

0. 1.
Ah welll The rain quickly

erased my faux pas, and the crowd,
as always mindful of the fool-

R0
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gl .the count
had been covered, plus canlz

marts, dances and bingo sessions,

* Tom McManus, down from the
west of the county, was well
pleased with the response and
local election workers from Cavan
}own were ‘quietly optimistic'.
I’Vi’{h:;re‘ ':e‘ have organisation, "

old, “we are i )
e Lol getting a good

2

Hurson

Mrs. Doherty was booked for
a few days to cover the county
and, as | left, news of the Monaghan
H»B!ock/Annagh radio being
received in Cavan provided another
welcome boost, as did favourable
reports from Shercock, Cootehill
and Kingscourt,

LONGFORD

The car and | were now set
for Sligo/Leitrim, but a phone-
call diverted us for Cork. The car,
completely  disgruntled by the
change of plan showed its dis-
pleasure as we limped towards
Longford, the window wipers beat-

fcontinued on next page)
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® The platform party standing for the national
anthem at last Saturday’s election rally in
Longford for hunger-striker candidate Martin
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(continued from previous page)

"9 out a steady tattoo: ‘H-Block/
Armagh, H-Block/Armagh, H-Block/
Armagh, H-Block/Armagh’.

Finally into Longford to be-
eeted. by Sean Lynch, a man
Vell-pleased at  the way Martin
Hurson’s campaign was going.

he by now familiar pattern
Y3 repeating itself. Intense
*YMpathy for the political prisoners
d an enthusiastic election cam-
Paign by their supporters. The big
parties relying on glossy posters,
'8 cars and free tee-shirts appeared
> be missing out on the door-

*ePs,  where H-Block activists
“ere being met with promises of
Votes,

.Sean O Bradaigh, explaining
;qu.nn strategy, described Martin
Urson’s high profile in the area

Martin’s  family and girl-friend
contributing in no small way to
that achievement, 5

Again, support was coming from
young people, from small farmers
in the rural areas with the working
class housing estates in and around
Longford providing a town of
COUI’“I’V men.

The contest was shaping up as
a battle between Martin Hurson
and Cooney, the ex-Coalition
Minister for Justice. Two Sinn
Fein and three independent
councillors had - pledged support
to Martin and the transfers of
the two Labour candidates espec-
ially those in the Westmeath end
of the constituency were very
important according to Sean.

He declared that he would be
“very - surprised if we don’t take
a seat.”

. There were promises  also,
strangely enough, or perhaps not
so strangely, of votes from local
Free State soldiers and gardai.

WESTMEATH

In Westmeath, as we passed
through, the  visible siqns of a
build-up in the campaign were
obvious with the increase along
the road of Martin Hurson posters.

Lack of time prevented a stop
at Mullingar, but a quick check
in Athlone at the H-Block/Armggh
caravan left a favourable impression
which increased as we were passed
twice by H-Block election workers
canvassing in the town centre
and again when we were met on
the road by election cars blast}ng
out republican songs ar_1d election
messages. As one election worker
told me: “Either the pgop/g are
all liars or Martin Hurson is going to
be elected.”

CORK :

To Cork, delayed by torrential
rain with the car now in a s(a(;
of open rebellion, grumblmdg ani
complaining, as we _|_nche o:r
way southwards. Arriving at the
tail-end of a highly enlhusnasm':
public meeting in  support :
Mairead Farrell, progress since the
started was 0

® Election rally in Cork for prisoner candidate Mairead Farrell

AN PH

lined by Peadar Beecher and Maura
McCrory.

Again, widespread canvassing
-had met with a favourable response,
in a difficult constituency taking
in most of the city centre’s area
with five seats up for grabs.

Much progress had been made
in winning local support for the
prisoners. Cork has suffered and
been disorientated by sixty years
of partitioned ‘freedom’ and
Mairead Farrell’s election workers
have done a lot to redress the
balance in the short time permitted
them. A one-channel area restricted
to RTE and the insidious Section
31 — local people were eager
when approached for information
on the H-Blocks and Armagh.

Mairead Farrell’s parents have
been kept busy, ably assisted by
Mairead'’s aunt, touring the shopping
areas, workplaces and' housing
estates. All churches were covered,
and proof of the effectiveness of
the campaign was evident when
Jack Lynch — abig vote-catcher in
Cork — was produced as an

obviously embarrassed and reluctant

® MRS. FARRELL
The mother of prisoner
Mairead, speaking in Cork

candidate
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sponsor for his erstwhile colleagues
in Fianna Fail.

Weak plastic smiles were much
in evidence as Fianna Fail resur-
rected and paraded Jack to bolster
a grass-roots which was coming
under considerable pressure
from the direct intervention of an
H-Block/Armagh political prisoner
in their area.

Pat Walsh, Mairead's election
agent, declared himself ‘reasonably
optimistic’ and local H-Block
activists | spoke to were well
pleased with the progress they had
made in Ppropagating the story of
H-Block and Armagh.

Again the amount of young
people who identified totally with
the prisoners and against  the
sterile gimmickery of the three
main parties was a refreshing and
promising ingredient in the cam-
paign.

Daithi O Connaill, himself a
native of Cork, described the
electoral area for me, and the
similarities, physical and historical,
between Cork, Derry and parts of
Belfast were obvious.

“The Lee divides the constit-
uency and strong j areas

cast libellous slurs at myself and

the car as we headed off to the

mountains in the kingdom of
erry.'

KERRY

In Kerry North, in a three-
seater constituency, the atmosphere
was electric, and although the quota
needed is high, at least eight thou-
sand, a boyish Sean McKenna
adorned the first election posters
Wwe came across.

Early morning time in Tralee,
and.Sean McKenna posters out-
numbered by three to one any
other party’s efforts.

From hoardings and every
conceivable spot, Sean smiled down -
at voters. From Tralee, Castleisland
and Ballyheigue the message was
the same, ‘McKenna versus That-
cher’,

In  Listowel, Ballylongford,
Ballybunion, Ballyduff and every
area of North Kerry, election
workers laboured at a feverish
rate.

In the main street of Tralee,
| met people heading for a public
meeting and we joined the throng —

lcontinued on next page)

of Clogheen and’ Blarney Street
have a folk memory which under-
stands ‘and - has experienced the
plight of the people for example
of the New Lodge Road.

“Six IRA  Volunteers were
butchered in Blarney Street by
the Auxiliaries and  similarities
between Bobby Sands and Terence
Mac Swiney are never far from
the minds of republican Cork.*

Peadar Beecher outlined some of
the other areas: Holly Hill, Mon-
tenotlea, Bower « Hill, Sunday's
Well, Blackpool -and the new
housing estates, while Maura Mc
Crory described the garda harass-
ment of election workers as ‘out-
rageous’,

Finally the votes were totted
up — Mairead needing six thousand
to be elected and as | left, beat and
tired, the work continued into the
small hours.

Outside, Branch men skulking
around the election headquarters

©® ROBERT BEASLEY

Sinn  Fein councillor Robert Beasley
addressing an election meeting in Lis-
towel for prisoner candidate Sean Mc
Kenna
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unusually large for a working day.
Around the platform they listened
to George Rice, Richard Behal
and other local speakers backed
up by Owen Carron, Mrs. McKenna,
and Sean McKenna's sister Dympna.

Afterwards, Sean’s election

- agent, Paddy Campbell, outlined

the four thousand republican votes
which Sean was assured of.
“If enthusiasm can win an election
then we’ve won,” he said.

The shortness of the campaign
perhaps mitigates against this as
does the censorship and distance
from the Northern war zone.

But republican Kerry was united
in a well co-ordinated campaign
which had enlisted, as in other
areas, young people, some of
Fianna Fail or Fine Gael political
parentage, who through the trauma
of the hunger-strike had come
face to face with British imperialism
and with neo-colonial Free Statism.

A tired Mrs. McKenna, speaking
in the election office, told of the
warm welcome she and her family
had “been given everywhere in
Kerry, while Marie Moore spoke
of the media interest in the North
Kerry election.

A short visit to pay last respects
to Michael Lynch, who had died
tragically, and apologies for not
being able to attend his funeral
or the funerals of Ger Dowling
and John Dillane, and we were off
to Clare.

Kerry however was not finished
yet, as from outside Listowel,
four miles along the road into
Listowel itself, and out again as
far as the Shannon at Tarbert,
every single telegraph pole was
adorped in an unbroken line with
Sean McKenna posters:

At Tarbert, despite strenuous

objections from the car, we took,

the ferry, drawing attention to
ourselves when the car stalled,
much to my embarrassment and in
no way attributable to my driving
skill, as we approached the ramp.
Much pleading and finally a push
from sympathetic onlookers and
we ventured across the Shannon
towards the hills of Clare.

Behind us Sean McKenna
posters faded gently out of view.
No-one travelling the roads of

Kerry could be unaware of the _

H-Block/Armagh crisis; and thus
to Ennis.

CLARE

Here local disunity and some
confusion prompted by a ‘Sunday
Independent’ announcement that
Tom McAllister had been withdrawn
makes the campaign in Clare a diff-
icult one.

The constituency takes up the
whole of Clare county — the banner
county — a four-seater with most of

.its support in the rural areas or
along the coastline of West Clare,
and the organisational needs are
formidable.

One local told me that a split
in Fianna Fail prompted by Charlie
Haughey’s sponsoring of Bernard
McNamara against the slightly, very

. very slightly, mutinous Bill Lough-

nane would help the prisoners.

But division amongst H-Block
activists had obviously damaged ele-
ction hopes. For my part we spent
the night, all night, trying to settle
local differences, speeding into the
small hours back and forth across
the county.

One of the election organisers
gave me some of his time to explain
the campaign requirements and
praised the election workers who
were meeting with a very favourable
response wherever canvassing was
conducted. The car, unable to un-
derstand Irish parochialism was
completely dejected by the time we
left after a fairly depressing over-
night stop and the tentative unity
which was beginning to emerge was

McKenna
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@ Dympna Higgins, sister of prisoner candidate and former hung
McKenna, outside Tralee election campaign headquarters

cKenna
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@ Canvassing for prisoner candidate Tony O’Hara in Ballyfermot, Dublin, last

weekend

probably just a little too little, and
just a little too late. Nonetheless a
local activist told me, “Tom Mc
Allister won't be disgraced in
Clare.”

LEITRIM

North Leitrim on the night be-
fore polling dispelled any lingering
feelings of gloom and although
“An Phoblacht’s’ deadline prevented
a visit to Sligo, a few telephone
conversations with John Joe McGirl,
canvassing in Sligo, and Michael Kil-
varry, chairperson of Sligo H-Block/
Armagh action committee, gave a
clear picture of an effective and un-
ited campaign throughout Sligo/
Leitrim.

John Joe predicted Joe Mc
Donnell’s election in a matter of
fact fashion. “Can / quote you?”
said |.

“’Of course,” said he. “McSharry
might get the first seat, but Joe Mc
Donnell will be elected.” A chat
with Joe Gilhooley endorsed John
Joe’s prediction and the reason, not
least John Joe’s own untiring work
on behalf of the prisoners, became
obvious.

Every house in Sligo and Leitrim
has been canvassed. The mind
boggles at the amount of work en-
tailed in such an exercise. A Joe Mc
Donnell cavalcade, the biggest of
any candidate in the election, right
round the whole sprawling electoral
area and sterling work, praised at
every turn by Joe’s wife Goretti, his
mother and family, all pointed to-
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wards Joe's election.

Every church had been covered
and factories, and postering, obvious
throughout my short travel along
the constituency, showed the sound
organisational approach and work
in every locality.

A folk memory of Fine Gael's
hijacking of Frank Stagg's remains
and the local Fine Gael split all
augur well for the H-Block/Armagh
prisoners.

One Fine Gael canvasser told me
of canvassing one hundred and
twenty - five houses which voted
Fine Gael at the last twenty-six
county general election and forty
of these houses told him yesterday
that their ‘number one’ vote was
going to Joe McDonnell. Others
committed to the big parties were
promising their ‘number two'’s’ to
the political prisoners.

As Patrick Gallagher, chairperson
of the Leitrim H-Block/Armagh
Committee declared: “When we get
Joe elected it won't be a victory, it
will be the least we can do. We will
be merely doing our duty on be-
half of the prisoners.”

HOME

And so with only two constit-
uencies omitted and no time to
cover them, myself and the car
were ready for home.

Since we had left on Friday last,
Joe McDonnell, Kieran Doherty,
Kevin Lynch and Martin Hurson
had been joined by Tom McElwee

1m xh;cr»am
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® Bernadette McAliskey, addressing an election meeting on behalf of prisoner

candidate Tom McAllister in Shannon last Sunday

and each of them had died little by
little with every mile we covered.

How many of them will be ele-
cted?

You will know that by the time
you read this piece.

At this stage it is sufficient to
state that the intervention of pol-
itical prisoners in the twenty-six
county elections brought to life a
staged, stale and contrived contest
between Tweedledee Haughey and
Tweedledum FitzGerald.

§ Young people, and this was ob-
vious everywhere | travelled, have
no l_aith in any of the constitutional
parties and the first anti-establish-
mer}l challenge to the powers that
be in almost twenty-five years has
brought the youth, the small far-
mers, the housewives and unem-
ployed face to face with that es-
tablishment and in solidarity with

those who represent the real re-
publicans — the political prisoners
of Long Kesh and Armagh.

Wednesday's escape from Belfast
prison can only increase the feeling
of enthusiasm. For ourselves, the
car, eager for bed, has despite its
protestations, built up an admiration
for all those working on behalf of
the prisoners and most of them,
even those | spoke to, are not men-
tioned here. And so | am off to
phone this story to ‘An Phoblacht”.

If the car expires in the next day
or two, and that is not altogether
unlikely, | will be somewhere be-
tween Ballinamore and home.

If you’re on that road you can't
miss me, | will probably be towing
a vintage republican vehicle which
gave its all, an unwilling conscript
in the interests of “An Phoblacht’.

Beir Bua agus slan go deo.




@ Heckling Haughey in Drogheda, May 29th

The despicable role
of Charles Haughey

BY PETER DOWLING

BRITISH TORY leader Margaret Thatcher has un-
doubtedly been strengthened in her resolve not to
grant the H-Blocks and Armagh political prisoners
their five demands by the collaborationist role of
Fianna Fail leader Charles Haughey throughout the
present hunger-strike crisis. ;

Haughey has not only refused to back the prisoners’ just. and
reasonable demands, or even to call upon the int.ranslge.nt
British to resolve the isssue, but has cynically engaged in a series
of manoeuvres, around the question of an intervention by the
European Commission on Human Rights, deliberately designed
to undermine the hunger-strikers and the H-Block campaign,
whilst simultaneously he has sought to boost his standing by
pretending to pull important strings behind the scenes.

As_ the first four hunger-strikers’
deteriorating health reached a crit-
ical stage, Haughey continually
Suggested, by a variety of nods and
winks, (for example, through conv-
eniently misleading stories floated
in the obedient “rish Press’), that he
Was getting the European Commiss-
'on involved in order. to solve the
Impasse — a totally false suggestion.

And he continually attempted
10 mislead, and to cruelly raise the
hopes of, the distraught relatives of
dying hunger-strikers, — in particul-

see the way forward, amongst some
hunger-strike campaigners, espgcnal-
ly amongst those who regard h.|m'as
anything other than the unprincip-
led self-seeking millionaire, well-
practised opportunist, and conscious
collaborator that he is.

Far from Haughey’s H-Blgck
stance stemming from stupidity,
blindness to British evil, or other
personal defects, his despicable rple
in the hunger-strike crisis, as with
all his political positions and act-
ions, has been dictated solely by his

@, Bobby Sands’ sister lla,
and Patsy O‘Hara’s sister Elizabeth
~ by wrongly suggesting to each in
Wrn that the British were seriously
Waiting to resolve the issue on their
brothers’ death-beds, through the
back door’ of the commission.

NEGATIVE y

Haughey's ill-motivated practice
introducing the diversionary
ommission - into the public' mind
has had the jmportant adverse
tffect of partiaily alleviating public
Pessure on the Brits at crucial
Slages of the hunger-strike, and
Must have helped Thatcher todefend
oer indefensible inflexibility, inter
ilonally, - through -creating the
usion of movement on the issué
“here there has been none. v
req ughey’s negative role and his

usal to condemn Britain’s death
Policy in the H-Blocks, has been a
;‘:“’“ of some confusion and un-

of

coldly calculated ngf how
pest to further promote his own
egotistical ambitions.

As Free State collaborator
number one in Dublin, !land-m-
glove with the British, this sharp
operator has been trying not to
upset Dublin/London collaboration
and has been seeking to maintain
the ‘status quo’ of political stability
in Ireland, North and Southgwhnlst
simultaneously cynical}y _using the
national question and, in particular,
faking moves on _(he H-Blocks, to
satisfy and exploq the repub!wa_n
aspirations of his b_ase within
Fianna Fail and the p35|cally sound
nationalist electorate in the South.

SURVIVE
To survive politically  the
ever-ambitious Haughev'has ne‘eded
to crawl along an mcrfeasmgly
ilous tight-rope, to perform an
et 5 cult balancing act.

" |

so-called ‘special relationship’ with
Thatcher  (established at the
December Dublin summit), so that
he can claim to be making progress
on resolving the national question,
has. necessitated him not challeng-
ing her H-Block death policy. To
have done so and to have conse-
quently risked being publicly
rebuked by her, could have destroy-
ed the credibility of their
‘relationship’.

On the other hand, in order to
satisfy his ‘republican image’ and
nationalist base, Haughey has had
to appear to have some sympathy
with the prisoners’ fight and to be
making moves towards a resolution
of the crisis. And also he has certain-
ly not been able to condemn out-
right the republican prisoners and
their  hunger-strike, as he would
obviously wish to, as part of his
stepped-up cross-border collabor-
ation.

APPEALS

Appeals to Haughey's supposed
nationalist sentiments, on human-
itarianism, are, of course, useless, as
his words and actions are — like
those of Thatcher — purely dictated
by political expediency.

However, genuine appeals along
those same lines, directed towards
his base of support, both inside and
outside of Fianna Fail party struct-
ures, will undeniably find strong
echoes of sympathy; and, if such
sentiments are consistently built
upon, will eventually force a corr-
esponding response from him as
party leader, and as a populist
politician. i

Even in the wake of the general
election, pressure in support of the
hunger-strikers, particularly on the
greenest of Fianna Fail grass-roots,
could therefore have the decisively
important political impact of push-
ing Haughey off balance, and
forcing him into a more favourable
public stance in support of the
prisoners and against the British.

Whatever the outcome of the
election, pushing Haughey over the
edge of H-Block support remains a
vital task  for  hunger-strike
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WHATS ON

BALLAD SESSION
Saturday 13th June
5, Blessington Street
DUBLIN
Proceeds to Sinn Fein POW dept.

e i it SN o a Fhad M 5 SR

COMHAIRLE ATHA CLIATH
SINN FEIN GENERAL MEETING
2 p.m. Sunday 14th June
West County Hotel
Chapelizod
DUBLIN
Buses 25 & 26 from Aston Quay

HUNGER-STRIKE
MARCH & RALLY
2 p.m. Sunday 14th June
Dunville Park
BELFAST

BODENSTOWN
COMMEMORATION
Sunday 21st June
Buses from all areas

LURGAN BUS
TO BODENSTOWN
Sunday 21st June
Leaves North St. 9 a.m.
LURGAN
Tickets £4
Available from Sinn Fein centre

NATIONAL HUNGER-STRIKE
MARCH & RALLY
- Sunday 28th June
BELFAST

AN CUMANN CABHRACH
ANNUAL TESTIMONIAL
DINNER
THE An Cumann Cabhrach annual test-
imonial dinner in Dublin, due to have
taken place on Friday 26th June has
been cancelled owing to the continuing

hunger-strike crisis.

mines, Dublin, comes under pressure
from H-Block supporters; that pressure

1
SUBSCRIBE TO
AN PHOBLACHT/
REPUBLICAN NEWS

TO ensure a weekly copy of An
Rhoblacht/Republican News, sub-
scribe to the paper directly.

Annual subscription rates are:
Ireland and Britain
Europe

To: An Phoblacht/Republican News,
44 Parnell Square, Dublin, or 51/53
Falls Road, Belfast.

Please find enclosed £.... for a
subscription for six months/one year
to be sent to:

Name

¥ o
Join
o o
Sinn Fein
ANYONE interested in joining
Sinn Fein should contact their
local cumann; head office at 44,

Parnell Square, Dublin; or 51/53
Falls Road, Belfast.

I am interested-in becoming a
member of Sinn Fein.

increasingly diffi
. i (e

Cessary frustration and demoral-
oD n en;fai .
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Dear Sir,
In view of the tragic deaths of
our comrades in pursuit of their
five just demands, | wish to inform
republicans of an extremely ironic
twist of fate relating to Francis
Hughes.

Francis was charged and sent-
enced under British law with kill-
ing David Jones, a paratrooper on
to the SAS. The same

All letters should be addressed to the Editor — An Phol
Republican News, 51/53 Falls Road, Belfast or 44 Parnell S

Dublin.

ht/
quare,

Solidarity

Dear Friends,

| have been moved by events
in Ireland to write you this letter
of support and express my symp-
athy to all those good people
making sacrifices in the cause of a
free Ireland.

Up until about six months ago
the issues were not understood by |
myself nor many others in Austr-
alia. But due to the great contrib-
ution by the likes of Bobby Sands,
his friends, and the Irish people,
the message is coming across loud
and clear here in Australia — it is
sad that the British have made it
s0 costly.

There have been many demon-
strations around Australia in sup-
port of your cause. Friday 8th May
saw 2,000 people attend a requiem
mass for Bobby Sands in Sydney.
May Day marches, earlier, also
expresseéd support.

Here in this industrialised city
of Newcastle we have much sup-
port and understanding of your
cause,

With best wishes for your
success. L5
Neville Cunningham, L)
e,

New South Wales,

Blocking Francis Hughes™ fune

Bellaghy

A Chara,

As a resident of the 80%
Catholic village of Bellaghy, | feel
very bitter at the recent provo-
cation of the so-called ‘security
forces’, under the direction of the
gutter-snipe bigot known locally
as ‘Black Bob’ Overend, who
made certain that the funeral of
Volunteer Francis Hughes, O/C
South Derry Brigade IRA, would
not pass through his home town.

During the three days of
official mourning, ‘Black Bob”
drove practically non-stop up and
down the street in his land-
rover, wearing a bullet-proof jacket
and smiling from ear 1o ear, and
rejoicing in, as he put it, ‘the relief
to the law-abiding community’.
(of Hughes’ death).

It was also spotted by mourn-
ers on the street that a certain
little “Uncle’ was spying and taking
photographs from the upstairs
window of the supermarket.

So Bellaghy people ‘waken up’.
Remember this when spending
your money, and remember also
‘total boycott’ of any shopkeeper

in any way the RUC, UDR or
British army. v

We have the majority in
Bellaghy and stand united.
Victory to the' hunger-strike
and to the Irish ican Army.

David Jones was involved recently
in a tax case before the British
courts. As he lay fatally wounded
he said to an officer: “/f / don’t
rmake itmake sure Ann (hisfiancee)
gets all my stuff.” The court had
to decide whether or not this was
an effective ‘soldier’s will'.

This legal topic is covered by.
Section 11 of the Wills Act 1837
and cases. The general

Irish Unity,
Bellaghy,
Co. Derry.

Dear Sir, >
The so-called leaders of Church

principle derived was that only
soldiers who were on ‘expedition
or in actual service of wars’ could
make effective soldiers’ wills; i.e.

mid-1950s. The judge decided
that the situation of counter-
insurgency forces was no different
from that of a military force in
war and held that the will was an
effective soldier’s will.

The important point of this
letter is that the British judge,
Sir John Arnold, used the above
points in arriving at this decision
that the last will of David Jones
was an_effective soldier’s wi

The implications of this ruling
by a senior member of Britain’s
judiciary are evident:

Firstly, British soldiers (or in
their own words, counter-insur-
gency forces) occupying the six

7 counties do so in ‘actual service of
war’

Secondly, such deployment of
troops is of a strategic political
nature.

Thirdly, any combatants cap-
tured, such as IRA and INLA

no written or witness
signatures were necessary.

However - the most recent
relevant case was that of an
Australian soldier killed in action
against Malayan guerrillas in the

are pris-
oners of war and should be rec-
ognised as such.

. It is tragic that Francis Hughes
and his comrades should have
fought and died to prove the

b

"

® Francis Hughes, on his capture in 1978 “~
— 5

above points when si

the British concede them in (del-
iberately?) low publicity circum-
stances,

This is yet another example of
the willingness of the British est-

selves whenever it is
expedient to do so.
Gerry McConnell,
Cabinteely,
Dublin 18..

and State have begun to wake up
and put forward their solutions
with such words as ‘sensitivity”
and ‘flexibility’, which translated
into common-day language simply
mean ‘do as you are told’ and
‘don’t oppose British torture’.
The days of such slavery are
gone forever, and as victory is in
sight the Church and State begin
to climb on ‘the band wagon.
Their catch-cries carry no weight
now, for they have shown no
sensitivity or flexibility over the
'years towards those Irishmen who
have been tortured in British
prisons in_Ireland and on the
British mainland.
If violence continues in Ireland
the Church and State must be
held responsible, because instead
of. leadership we had those who
stand idly by. The initiative is
now out of their reach, and the
victims of . British torture have
embarked on the only road Gpen
to them. Bobby Sands ha$ re-
opened that road which Terence
McSwiney trod sixty years ago.
Let us hope that truth and
justice will prevail with the final
exit of the scourge of British rule
in Ireland.
Edward King,
Galway.

Ilarassment

Dear Sir,
| would like to comment on
the recent disturbances that have
taken place on the streets of
Dublin and elsewhere in the
twenty-six counties, in connection
with the H-Block hunger-strikes.
Let me make my position
quite clear. | do not agree with or
condone these activities, also |
believe that no good can come of
them. Such behaviour will only
succeed in frightening people
from coming out in support of
the prisoners in their struggle
for humane prison conditions.
May | suggest that the attitude
of the garda authorities might be
responsible for some of these
happenings due to- the fact that
they failed to put a stop to the
illegal activities of not a few of
their members.
Since the inception of the
H-Block/Armagh i

cells and left there for the period
stated without even any sugg-
estion of charges being preferred
against them.

What  worries. me is that
senior gardai must have been
aware of what was going on.

The foregoing has been taking
place over the last two years, not
Just since the street rioting start-
ed in Dublin.

A ‘chief superintendant of the
gardai has been quoted as saying
that they were prepared to tolerate
peaceful protest. My understand-
ing of the function of the gardai
is that it is not for them to decide
whether they will or will not
tolerate peaceful protests, but
rather it is their duty to protect
peaceful protestors even if it
brings them into confrontation
with some of their own members.

All  of these breaches of
people’s rights can be substant-
iated and proved to be true.
have endeavoured to discover
some explanation for the activ-
ities of these gardai but so far |
have been unsuccessful.

Robert Smith,

Churchtown,

Dublin 14.

A Chara,

The Clones H-Block/Armagh
Committee wishes to strongly
condemn the harassment of its
members by the gardai. Over the
past number of weeks houses
have been raided by the Task
Force i by . local

they have harassed, intimidated,
illtreated and caused extreme
embarrassment 1o a large number
of people, who became actively
concerned about the protest being
engaged in by the blanket. men in
Long Kesh, Young girls were strip-
searched and Section 30 of the
Offences Against the State Act
was used to intimidate and frigh-
ten.

Many young people were
detained . under . the same act
for periods from 24 to 48 hours
without being given any reason,
and in many ipstances put into

uniformed gardai, young members
have been harassed and arrested
in the street, ./ ,

We call for an immediate end
to this intimidation of our
members.

We would also like to take this
opportunity to thank the people
of Clones for their continuous
support, and urge their renewed
efforts in the future.

Pater McAleer, ~

or anyone attending or helping

Griticism
A Chara,

In recent editions of ‘An Phob-
lacht/Republican  News’ much
valuable space has been taken up
with pictures of Maggie Thatcher,
her Free State sparring partner
Charlie Haughey, and others such
as .John Hume, lan Paisley and
Garret FitzGerald.

The people of Ireland hear
enough and see too much of
these imperial slaves and their
English goddess, -on radio and
television, without having to
look at them in our only
republican paper. The people
would; be served better if ‘An
Phoblacht/Republican News’ pub-
lished each week a short account
of the works and sacrifices of
some of our illustrious dead.
Indeed, many young people
would learn in this way i

reposing on a silver tray.

This magnificent spectacle of
honest, inspired journalism took
my breath away. A most sad
moment in_Irish history (the
funeral of Bobby Sands) beauti-
fully portrayed in vibrant pictures
of gigantic proportions, and amply
supported by sincere heart-felt
words. Truly a wonderful tribute
to a wonderful Irishman.

I just could not let such an
achievement go unacknowledged.
| enclose ten pounds to provide
suitable /iquid refreshment for
members of the staff of ‘An
Phoblacht/Republican News’ who
must get very thirsty indeed work-
ing so hard. | do this in the sure
knowledge that by quenching
their thirst they will forge ahead
10 even greater efforts, .

Keep up the marvellous work.

M. Dunphy,

Belmullet,

County Mayo.

they never heard at school.

We have a glorious list to

from:  Wolfe Tone;

Robert Emm Rossa; Pearse;
Rory, Liam, Dick and Joe; D*Arcy;
MacNeela; to mention but a few.

The organ of lIrish repub-
licanism would then be doing a
great service to a noble cause.

Peadar Mac Samhradhéin,

Muileann larainn,

Cabhién.

Praise

Dear Sir,

While recently staying with
friends in Surrey, England, and in-
a rare moment of extreme bore-
dom, | happened to pick up a
copy of the Brit newspaper, the
“Daily Express’ which. somebody
had obviously thrown into the
gutter.

| scanned the paper. Alas! there
was nothing on the front page
that hadn’t_been trumped up to
divert attention from the war in
Ireland. | scanned on and on, but
failed to find anything of interest.
| double-checked.

Then, on page eight (‘Daily
Express’, May 8th 1981) — |
found it] There it was in black
and white: .

“Newspapers enjoy winning
awards. Today the Daily Express”
has won .another. The IRA has
awarded 'us ‘the supreme 'acc-
olade for gutter j i s

A Chara,

This newly formedorganisation
would like to add its voice to that
of all those who are demanding a
settlement of the H-Block issue
by calling on Mrs. Thatcher to
accede immediately “to the five
just - demands of the political
prisoners.

Mrs. Thatcher is a classic
example of the English bluffer on
the  Irish question, because she
knows that neither Irish polit-
icians nor the media have the
guts to make a stand.

She would change her tune in
five minutes if the British ambass-
ador in Dublin were declared
persona non grata, and a threat
were made to withdraw the Army
and the Garda from the southern
side of the border. In this way our
politicians could save the further
loss of life in the H-Block dispute.

Eamonn Mac MurchG,
Cathaoirleach, Cultural and
Ethnic Identity Movement,
‘Rinn 0 gCuanach,

Co. Phortléirge.

Stronge family during a visit with
them in 1922. Nevertheless, des-
pite the book’s obsession with
IRA ‘atrocities’ of that time in
the border region, it provides a
graphic if naive account of Ire-
land in the midst of civil war.

At that time the estate was the
seat of Sir James Stronge, the
fifth baronet and presumably a
cousin of the late Sir Norman, as
Sir James’ only son was killed in
the first World War. Elizabeth
Lazenby, on commencing her stay
at Tynan, is moved to say: “As
for the landowners in their own
districts, they are little monarchs;
50 had | heard, so indeed |

untiring IRA  active
service units throughout Armagh
gnd the border region, the Tynan
stronghold was virtually under a
state of siege and proved a great
inconvenience to social outings.
Despite  “their refusal to be
harried,” the Stronges never trav-
elled further than to Armagh, and
even then the precautions nec-
essary must have brought a
nervous tic to their British stiff
upper lip — “our method of travel
was quite unique. The Ford in
which we rode was preceded by
an armoured car manned by a
dozen police. Behind that, dir-
ectly in front of us, was a second
Ford containing an additional
bodyguard of seven armed men.
In our own car the two men in
front had revolvers while each of
us in the back had been given a
pistol. A second, thoroughly-
equipped, armoured car brought
up the rear.”

It was not only because of the
Stronges’ social status that such
an army of police was available to
them, but also because Tynan
Abbey itself was used with the
blessing of Sir James as the HQ
for a large contingent of ‘B’
Specials.

To make way for these, the
Catholic farmers on the estate
were evicted and their homes
given over-to the ‘B’ Specials.
A description of these evictions
is provided, as Sir James appar-
ently thought it would be good
sport to show his visitor. The

Tynan Abbey

A chara,
May | bring to your attention
some interesting facts about the

It is hard to believe such
frankness and downright self-
honesty, especially coming from
the self-styled ‘Voice of Britain®
newspaper, the ‘Express’, But there
| it was.

{ !.alu that day, | picked up my

| !riend's copy of ‘An Phoblacht/
Republican News’ dated May 9th

] 1981 (the issue in which the
‘supreme accolade’ was besto

jon  the ‘Express), which Wv\:

recently h. Tynan
Abbey, and its unionist owners
— the Stronges — passed on to me
by veteran republican Maire Craw-
ford, concerning the role played
by the Stronges and their ancest-
ral home during the civil war in
Ireland.

These details are contained in
a book entitled ‘reland — A
Catspaw’, whose authoress, one
Elizabeth  Lazenby, was an
admirer of the ‘stoicism’ of the

is forced to claim her
disgust at the poverty of the
Catholic tenants, the total lack of
sanitation in the cottages, the
families barefoot and in rags: but
incredibly she discovers “every
corner (of their homes) stuffed
with republican literature.” After
the day's sport, the party then go
oft for a picnic in the grounds of
the Abbey.

Yet another revealing insight,
into the unionist ascendancy
comes when the commanding
officer of the RUC in Armagh,
speaking with the authoress about
the attitudes of the estate owners
confides that there is “rampant
insanity among the landowners.”

P. Maguire.

Dublin.
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_and

tl}ings to happen to the Irish language as a result of
. hr y. was the of perhaps the best
kﬂ:oWh Irish word today -- bainne (milk). It came from the Welsh word
pane, m“",‘:' dm‘:,’ heard

{Anyone who ever has heard a person say he is about to g0 out for hi:
.d,‘,'p'ywﬂl understand how it happened. The word began, like so :anl\:
others, as @ sl\ng word and then took root. - d

Students of Janguages would expect

F the strangest
ONE OF e ion of C

ANPHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN ‘NEWS, Stturday,

e druid
he poet

milk — lacht, porﬁap:. In fact, this once
_ had this meaning but now means ‘liquid’ *
and has its cousins in all of the Latin
languages, such.8s lait, leche, lacta —
the word sppears in English in, for
oxample, lactic acid, the very u'seful
product of buttermilk and from which a
County Cork firm s making alcohol (a
base for vodka, gin and other clear
spirits).

When Christianity came here it came
in peace. Elsewhere throughout Europe
it came on the point of a spear, a lance
or a sword. v 3

Its introduction made little differ-
ence to the Irish state and its laws.
About the only institution to disappear
was that of the druid, the representative
end interpreter of pagan spirituality.

FUNCTION

Many people today think of the
druid as-an evil person because of ill-
sdvised propaganda made by the Christ-
jan Church probably only over the past
two centuries.

We know little about the druids but
they appear to have been very good
people, dedicated to learning® and to
keeping peace between Celtic nations or

<..to ensuring that as few people as poss-
ible would be hurt in the event of war.

Some indication of how they. were
regarded in early Christian:Ireland may
be gauged from an endearment used by

10 find @ rather different Irish word for

ions should pass on to the poet. One of
those functions was to maintain the Irish
identity and to guard the tradition which
backed that identity. The poet was the
voice and memory of the people.

That function continues down to the

Colm Cille, addressing Christ: ‘Mo Ppresent day, when we observe people
dhraoi’ (my druid). - writing of Ciaran Nugent (as did Michael
However, it was inevitable that they O Siadhail in his latest work, Runga) or

should go and that some of their funct-— praising the valour of Sands, Hughes,

Four heroes died

MANY poems and tributes to the four dead H-Block hunger-strikers continue
to be received by ‘An Phoblacht/Republican News’ ho‘m a_round the country,
and from abroad. The one selected this week for printing is from a supporter
in Coalisland, County Tyrone. - 5

The lowly streets of Belfast saw you born,
Brave Bobby Sands, who never shirked the fray.
Nor could we see, that sad and fateful-morn,

When we were told your life had ebbed away.

South Derry bore @ man we’ll ne‘er forget,
Ireland’s soldier son who knew no fear;
But Francis Hughes is not defeated yet,
His living spirit fights on, year to yesr.

@ Bobby Sands

The gentle smiling face of noble Ray,

Still haunts the rugged hills of South Armagh,
Unconquered still; he gave his life away,
Uncrushed, now free from English prison bars.

+
Derry boasts no nobler son than he,
O’Hara’s name will live when most’s forgot;
A freedom fighter's will that we be free,
Will give us life when British minions rot.

No — not an Iron Maiden as they s3y.
: A maiden’s image makes us think of youth,
But hard-faced simpering harridan of clay.
Devoid of pity, humanity, or truth.

O’Hara and McCreesh, as in a recent Irish
poem in this paper.

= PERSECUTED
Over the past eight hundred years the

" poets have belonged to the most per-

secuted class . in lIreland because the

_English realised only too well, as did the

Romans before them, the. power of the
poet to rally the people and maintain
their morale.

Many thousands of years ago the
poet began as a sort of high-priest. His
job was psychological and if he did it
well he was honoured well. All primitive
peoples realised that a good knowledge
of their past was essential for their prog-
ress in the future. He was their i
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IN MEMORIAM

CAMPBELL, Joseph, (9th Annlversary).
In proud and loving memory of Flan
Joseph Campbell, Na Flanna Elreann,
who was Kkilled while on active service
duty on June 11th 1972, Thug se a shaol
o0g ag trold ar son saolrse, Always
remembered by his friends and comrades
in Na Fianna Elreann.

HEANEY, Denis. (3rd Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol. Denis
Heaney, Derry Brigade, Oglaigh na
hEireann, who was shot dead by British
forces of occupation on June 10th 1978,
while on active service duty. | measc
Laochra na nGael go ralbh a anam. Never
forgotten by his friends and comrades in
the Derry Brigade.

HEANEY, Denls Michael. (3rd Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol. Denis M. Heaney, 1st  Battalion,
Derry Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann, who
was killed by the SAS on June 10th 1978.
Mary Queen of Peace pray for him.
Lovingly remembered and missed by his
mother, father, brother Bernard, sisters
Noya, Gabrielle, Paula and Jea
fools, the fools, the fools they have left
us our Fenlan dead and while Ireland
holds these graves Ireland unfree shall
never be at peace.'"

HEANEY, Denis Michael. (3rd Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol. Denis M. Heaney, lst Battalion,
Derry Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann, who
was killed by the SAS on June 10th
1978. Mary Queen of Peace pray for him.
Lovingly remembered with pride by his
sister Clare, brother-in-law Eoin and
children, Florida, USA; sister Kay and
brother-in-faw Danny and clan, Shannon;
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brotner Seamus, sister-In-law Sebeal and
clan, Derry, brother Tom and sl;\-.r-ln»
law M. ret, and Loulse, Derry. "Lay
him away on the hiliside along with the
brave and the bold, Inscribe his name E"
the roll of fame in letters of purest gold.”
HEANEY, Henry. (3rd Annlversary). In
memory of Vol. Henry Heaney, who
dled In Musgrave k Hospital on June
4th 1978. Remembered always by Mrs.
McStay and family, Lurgan.

HEANEY, Henry (3rd Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol. Henry
Heaney, Oglaigh na hEireann, who died
In the military wing of Musgrave Park
Hospital, Belfast, on June 4th 1978.
“Lay him away on the hiliside along
with the brave and the bold, Inscribe his
name on the roll of fame in letters of
purest gold." Remembered always by his
comrade Bic (H-Block).

HEANEY, Henry. (3rd Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Henry
Heaney who dled whiist imprisoned in
the mllitary wing of Musgrave Park
Hospital, Belfast, on June 4th 1978.
Your body they may have broken but
your spirit still lives or. Always rem-
embered by the Henry Heaney Sinn Fein
cumann, Crumlin, Dublin.
MCELVANNA, Peadar. (2nd Annivers-
ary). In loving memory of Vol. Peadar
McElvanna, who was killed on active
service duty on June 9th 1979. “A smile
for all, a heart of gold, one of the best
ireland could hold. Never selfish, always
Kkind, these are the memories left behind. "’
Always remembered by Noel (H4-Block).

MCELVANNA, Peadar (2nd Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Volunteer Peadar McElvanna, who died
for Ireland on June 9th 1979. “Life
springs from death and from the graves
of patriot men and women spring living

Frank and clan, London; sister Terry,
brother-in-law Terry and Aolfe, Dublin;

o is
brother-in-law Liam and nations. Always remembered by h
ey ahter: pat her-in-law friends and Irene and Malachy
n K 5 Leonard.

DOWLING. The Rice/Sheehy Sinn Feln
cumann, Tralee, extends deepest sym-
pathy to the family of the late Ger
Dowling.

DILLANE. The Rice/Sheehy Sinn Fein
cumann, Tralee, extends deepest sym-
pathy to the family of John Dillane.
LYNCH. Deepest sympathy to the
family of Michael Lynch, Spa, Co.
Kerry, fromithe Rice/Sheehy Sinn Fein
cumann, Tralee.

LYNCH. Deepest sympathy to the
family of Michael Lynch, Spa, on their
recent  bereavement, from  Tralee

H-Block/Armagh Actlon Group. _

MAGUIRE, McBREARTY. We tender
our deepest sympathy to the family and
friends of our gallant comrades Volun-
teers George McBrearty and Charles
Maguire who died while on active service,
May 28th 1981. ‘Soft be the soll that
mantles their graves, proud be the country
that bore them. Evergreen be the memory
of their souls that fled, to join the great

men gone before them! Their herolc
stand will be an inspiration to all freedom
lovers. For them at least there was more
to life_than mere existence, Ar dheis
laimh De go raibh a n-anamacha uaisie.
Remembered always by their comrades
Atsy, Willie, Danny, Harry, Gerry,
Danny Mc, Bowe, Paddy, Mickey, agus
Paddy In Portlaoise prison.
MCcBREARTY. With deepest regret we
learn of the death of our nephew and
cousin, Vol. George McBrearty, Derry
Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann, murdered
by the SAS-on May 28th 1981. We tender
our sympathy to his wife, children,
mother, family circle, and comrades.
“No greater love hath a man than to lay
down his life for his country.” From his
aunt, uncle, and cousin, USA.
McCREESH, O'HARA. Irlande Libre,
Nantes, expresses deepest sympathy to
the familles of Raymond McCreesh and
Patsy O'Hara.

SANDS, HUGHES,  MCCREESH,
O'HARA. With deepest sympathy to the
families of the deceased hunger-strikers
from East Meath H-Block/Armagh action
committee.

HUGHES. The father, mother, brothers,
and sisters of the late Francis Hughes
(RIP), Oglaigh na hEireann, wish to
express their gratitude for the help and
support given to us during his long fast
and death; to the

2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT E

assment of the RUC and British Army.
We thank you all, and, whiist we are
reluctant to Individualise, we feel we
must pay a special word of thanks to the
McCusker brothers, undertakers, to

who marched and worked so hard that
he and his comrades might achieve their
Just-demands, and to all those who were
such a great help to us at home; to his

whom we remains and
who acted with dignity and restraint in
the face of such provocation.

We ask that you continue to support

friends and in th

Movement for their support and the final
fitting tribute paid to him; to the thous-
ands who called at our home to pay their
respects, those who sent floral tributes,
Mass cards, telegrams and letters of
sympathy and who attended the funeral
In such vast numbers, despite the har-

Francis* who at present are
Prepared ta pay the supreme sacrifice
for their principles. “The last . tribute
that could be paid to Francis would be
the attainment of all he fought and dled
forsMay God speed the day! God bless
you ali!

The Hughes Family, Bellaghy, Co. Derry.

memory.
There were other functions, of course
foretelling the future, cursing,
blessing, mocking, making people cry or
laugh. This was the very root of
literature.

In historic times in Ireland we see the
poet in various of these roles. He praised
a leader. He reminded a people of its
victories. He wrote a satire to end an
evil. Always he guarded the holy past of
his people and made sure that this truth
was passed on, unsullied.

MusIC
At first the poem was chanted to the
assembled people (or the leader’s favour-
ites). Later, while still chanted, it was
accompanied by music. Later still, the
music took a more important place and,
i-“tead of music, as in the past, being
a light or solemn accompaniment, it
went to the very centre, music being
composed especially, to fit certain
poems, or certain poems being written
to fit music already existing.
This later development began to be

noticed in Ireland in the sixteenth cen-

tury (and in Scotland, which shared a
common language and culture in general
with us up to about 1750).

From this latest development came a

Solidarity /;
Greetings

COREY, Joey. (H6-Block). Congratulat-
ions Joey, on completing four years on
the blanket. From mum, dad, Sean,
Bernie, Peggy, and Mary.

COREY, Joey; MCVEIGH, M. (H-Block).
The Sean Larkin Sinn Fein cumann, the
Loup, send solidarity greetings to you
both and congratulations on completing
four years on the blanket protest.

KELLY, Tom. (H-Block). The Turt
Lodge H-Block/Armagh  committee
salutes Tom Kelly on completing four
years on the blanket protest for political
status. *“It Is not they who can Inflict
the most, but those who can endure the

/)

to the blanket men!

KERR, Robert. (H3-Block). Congratulat-
lons, son, on completing two years on
the blanket on June 1st. Victory to the
'hI::kal men. From your mother and
ather,

KERR, Robert. (H3-Block). Congratulat-
ions, big brother,
years on.the blanket on June 1st. God
bless you and all your comrades. All the

most who will be the victors." Victory

best from Catherine and Patrick, and
Martin.

KERR, Robert. (H3-Block). Solidarity
greetings on completing two
the blanket. ‘If we had a wish, that wish
would be for the keys of Long Kesh to
set you free.' Always thinking of you
and all your comrades. God bless you all.
From Aunt Kathleen and Uncle Joe.

FITZSIMONS, Sean. (H4-block). Con-
gratulations, Sean, on completing three
years on the blanket protest. ‘Never shall
we see their like again, not in a thousand
years, for their courage Is our guiding
light, the blanket volunteers.” Thinking
of you always. From your mum, dad,
brothers Bobby and Gerard, and your
sister Margo.

MCDONNELL, Joe. (H-Block). Solidar-
Ity greetings to my comrade Joe
McDonnell, on hunger-strike for political
status. Your struggle Is our struggle ana
what greater inspiration could comrades
need than the courage and dedication
shown by you and your comrades In this
struggle with the real criminals, for the
right to be treated in practice as we are
in fact, political prisoners. Yourself ana
Kieran, Kevin, Martin, Tom and all our
comrades are always In my thoughts. It
is not they who can inflict the most but
those who can endure the most who will
win.' Victory to hunger-strikers!
From Ronnle McCartne: W, Albany.

certain kind of poetry, known as the.
amhrén. Later, for gbvious reasons, this P
came to mean more than just a new kind

In Derry, Camlough, Bellaghy, Twlnbma.k.
: Images that will never leave our thought;

B

Gaunt coffined faces, yet with 8 100k

Of victory — they did not die for naught.

Faur heroes died, their loved ones at their srd':
Wha would not yield to England’s cruel sword;
We, who are left, remember them with pr/ ide,
And strive the more to cut the British cord.

Some Irishmen grow fat on British pounds, ;
While others die, their bodies wracked with pain;
Our anger, Mother England, knows no bounds,
And we’ll ensure you'll never win again.

R

amhrén — sing a song).

Up to the time of the amhrén, Irish
poetry largely was aristocratic. The
amhrén marks the proletariatization of
song and poetry in Irish. It also marks
the beginning of the powerful national
song,. one no longer confined to one
class, family or province, but one which
covers the entire Irish people,

LTHDAY GREETINGS

of poetry. It came to mean ‘song’ and
has this meaning in Irish today (abair

CLARKE, Danny. (H-Block).
Birinday, ‘Danny. We saiute yeu I yoms,
courage and determination. We are behind
you all the way. Fro

Yo 2l ihe way. From daddy. Robin,
MCGERRIGAN,  Sean.  (H4-Block).
Birthday greetings to our son, Sean, on
his 215t birthday. God bless you and all
your comrades. From mum, dag
brothers and sisters, Armagh. :
MCGERRIGAN, 'Sean.  (H4-Black).
Birthday greetings to my brother, Sean
on his 21st birthday. We salute you in
Y6ur couraga and determination. From

your sister Sally, brother-in-law Gerara,
and kids, Lurgan.

MCEMAHON, Leonard. (Cage 10, Long
Kesh). Happy birthday, Leonard. Think-
Ing of you now and always. From mum,
dad and your sister Catherine.
MEMAHON, Leonard. (Cage 10, Long
Kesh). Best wishes on your birthday,
Leonard. From your sister Rosarlo and
brother-in-law Tony.

MCMAHON, Leonard. (Cage 10, Long
Kesh). All the best on your birthday,
Leonard. From the O'Nelll family,
Australia, and from big Mobe, Tasmanla.
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MANY FINE YOUNGr HACKS

-
FROM THE VARIOUS MEDIA
MAY HAVE DIFFICULTY N
TRULY CBIECTIVE.
R
COMINGy WEEKS ' *

i
A GUIDE FOR
JOURNALISTS

OR

75

i

B

&

TO THE. INEXPERIENCED EYE
THIS MAY APPEAR TO BE
TWENTY PEOPLE — IN FACT IT IS
ONLY ONE PERSON CUNNINGLY
DISGUISED ! A TYPICAL
PROVO TRICK!

ooe« THE. JURY IN
CROWN COURT " WAS 4
COMPOSED OF MEMBERS
OF THE PUBLIC:---

Ly (WERE EXCESSVE W . RN :

Y OT EXAGGERATE /40 48 1 ' > - %
ﬂ ATORY ) | COURTS:. ; h RS SR Nl (o P A
: 7 ; IF YOU SEE WHAT APPEARS TO BE

20,000 PEOPLE MARCHING AT A DEMO
JOURNALISTIC INTEGRITY DEMANDS THAT
YOU REPORT THIS AS”AROCUT ONE
THOUSAND PEOPLE. TODAY-- ” ETC.

D
S

SOLUTION 15 TOTRAL
AND IF THE wn.mélou 8Y
AND BLATANT AT HENT - -
THE BRIMSH
IN A BRILLIANT DIPLOMATIC COUP

THE  GOVERNMENT HAVE REMOVED A

M ONLY WTERESTED MATOR WEAPON FROM-THE PROPAGANDA
Es.mpsm-rr_a ARSENAL OF THE TERRORISTS -

COMMENT DURING A
HUNGER STRIKE- 1?7,

Annudl
- Bodenstown
Commemoration

~ Sunday 21stJune
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