VOTE McCREESH: that is the message being broadcast
throughout South Armagh this weekend, and until
polling day on Wednesday by republicans and other
hunger-strike campaigners.

Mr.

James McCreesh,

father of the late H-Block

hunger-striker Raymond McCreesh, is standing against
the SDLP as an independent anti-H-Block/Armagh
candidate in a local council by-election in Area E of
Newry and Mourne district.
©ver the next few days help is urgently needed with

T

and car

838092 to offer your assistance.

A PRESTIGIOUS British tele-
vision documentary prog-
ramme, “Panorama’, which
spent six weeks investigating
the effects of the hunger-
strike, has estimated that
funds, recruits, and political
capital have — ironically —
been channelled to the IRA by
British inflexibility. Monday’s
programme attacked, as fal-
lacy, British premier Margaret
Thatcher’s assertion that the
hunger-strike is the IRA’s ‘last
ard’.

Clips of a film showing IRA
Volunteers being trained on an
RPG7 rocket launcher (which has
recently been used in Belfast),
and training on an M60 machine-
gun, underscored the relationship
between the weapons of resistance
inside prison (the blanket protest
and the hunger-strike) and those
of the freedom fighters on the
outside.

SIMPLE

But to say, as the programme
did, that British inflexibility alone
has boosted the IRA’s fortunes is
too simple. It ignores the all-
important fact that, at a time of
political
(on this occasion forced by the
British for a specific end:- the
unattainable defeat of the IRA
through defeat of the hunger-strike),
political forces will only be revealed
as credlble, and will only emerge

crisis and confrontation “down

IRA weapon
of resistance

Mr. Jim McCreesh,
Raymond died on hunger-strike
last May, stands on an anti-H-Block/

Republican Movement has openly
been seen by the people (and the
international media) as having
political ability and foresight, and
as having the skills to accumulate
more political muscle and strip
the exposed, weak-kneed
constitutional  nationalists:  the
SDLP.

Where instability is keenest, as+in
the North, rapid politicisation and
radical gains can be made. In the
relatively more stable twenty-six
counties the gains will be slower
but can immediately be seen in
the attitudes of the young, or the

SDLP THINKING REVEAI.ED

DETAILS of what happened during last weekend’s two-day SDLP think-in in County Donegal
have been supplied to ‘An Phoblacht/Republican News’ by a leading member of the SDLP dis-
satisfied with the party’s inactivity over the hunger-strike.

Among details to be published in next week’s issue will be deputy leader Seamus Mallon’s
frank report on the state of the party (including their belief that Sinn Fein could defeat themn at
the polls) and a startling comment from party leader John Hume that if the SDLP were in govern-
ment they would have to introduce internment or bend the law as the Brits are doing/

poor and unemployed, who can
identify oppression across any
borders.

EXPOSES
The Free State parties, the
Catholic hierarchy, and the SDLP
leadership, by their nature, are
against taking real and effective
action against the British because
to do so forces them into militant
politics which generally raises
political consciousness and exposes
what they really stand for.
Thus  H-Block/Armagh
paigners  and prisoners’

cam-
relatives

have tramped a hard road, protest-
ing in Dublin or lobbyingin London
(as they did last weekend), and
have been criticised, morally black-
mailed, maligned, and undermined,
but never demoralised or defeated,
by the attacks on them from the
political and religious stay-at-homes.

Last Monday, another repub-
lican prisoner, twenty-four-year-old
Jim Devine from Strabane, laid
his life on the line for his republican
principles and went on hunger-
strike. Next Wednesday will see an
interesting by-election forced by
the SDLP in South Armagh when

whose son

Armagh ticket
candidate.

The Brits have made a grievous
mistake in their misunderstanding
of the hunger-strike, its momentum,
and its political repercussions. It
will cost them dear for years to
come, and when the lrish socialist
republic is established in place of
British and Free State rule, and
Stormont and Leinster House are
swept aside, it may eventually be
seen to have been their last card,

against an SDLP
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® JACKIE McMULLAN @BERNARD FOX

@ LIAM McCLOSKEY

® PAT SHEEHAN ®GERRY CARVILLE @ JOHN PICKERING

8-STRONG FAST

— T : -~
THE number of blanket men on hunger-strike in [ g . 0 "4 A .
the H-Blocks of Long Kesh has been re-established
at eight for the first time since Friday, 31st July,
with twenty-four-year-old Jim Devine from Stra-
bane joining the fast from last Monday.

Of the eight hunger-strikers, four are in the prison hospital:
twenty-five-year-old INLA Volunteer Liam McCloskey from
Dungiven and three Belfast Brigade IRA Volunteers.

They are twenty-three-year-old Pat Sheehan, twenty-five-

year-old Jackie McMullan, and thirty-year-old Bernard Fox,
who was transferred to the hospital on Thursday week, Sep-

@®GERARD HODGINS

®JIM DEVINE

tember 17th, after coughing up traces of his blood.

On Monday of this week, when
he was on his twenty-ninth day of
hunger-strike, Bernard Fox was still
having difficulty keeping down the
recommended daily intake of five
or six pints of water.

On Monday, however, when his
mother visited him, she nevertheless
found him in excellent spirits.

On Wednesday evening of this
week, in a dramatic call, Fr. Denis
Faul, champion of demoralisation
and defeatism, publicly appealed to
the next-of-kin of Liam McCloskey
and Bernard Fox to intervene to
save their lives — and to get the
British off the hook of their intran-
sigence.

After visiting the prison hospital
Fr. Faul warned that not only Liam
McCloskey, but also Bernard Fox,
is entering a critical phase of his
fast. He warned that Liam Mc
Closkey is going blind; and that
Bernard Fox is in danger of suffer-
ing kidney failure due to his in-
ability to hold down sufficient
water and that he could suffer
consequent brain damage.

FOREMOST
Foremost hunger-striker Liam
McCloskey, who completed fifty-
two days without food last Wed-

A

nesday, was visited by members of
his family on- Tuesday, who re-
ported afterwards that his ability
to focus was seriously impaired,
resulting in partial blindness.

He has been mostly confined to
bed, although in the evenings he is
able to meet with his three com-
rades: Pat Sheehan, forty-five days
on hunger-strike last Wednesday,
Jackie McMullan, thirty-eight days
on hunger-strike that day and re-
ported as being in no pain and able
to keep ‘down water, and Bernard
Fox.

Last Wednesday, the four other
hunger-strikers - were still in their
respective H-Blocks, having com-
pleted the following days on
hunger-strike: twenty-five-year-old
Gerry Carville, from Greencastle
in County Down, twenty-four days;
twenty-five-year-old John Pickering,
from Belfast, seyenteen days;
twenty-one-year-old Gerard Hod-
gins, also from Belfast, ten days;
and Jim Devine, three days.

AGNEW
Proxy prisoner MP, Owen
Carron, visited H-Block blanket
man and Leinster House TD, Paddy
Agnew, on Wednesday.
During the short visit, which

Jim Devin

® PADDY AGNEW, TD
visited by Owen Carron, MP.

was scrutinised by four or five
warders, the two elected represent-
atives discussed the continuing
hunger-strike. Paddy Agnew ex-
pressed his disgust at the attitude
of the Dublin Coalition govern-
ment, which at first pretended to
be seeking a solution to the hunger-
strike but has now abandoned
such attempts, and is more intent
on defeating the hunger-strike and
undermining the relatives of the
prisoners.

According to Owen Carron,
Paddy Agnew also criticised the
attitude of the SDLP who are now
showing their true colours as
opponents of the hunger-strike, and
he described John Hume's attack

Comber and moved to Strabane in County T
Tyrone, where both parents originally came

from.

Jim went to St. Colman’s High School
in Strabane, but left to become an apprentice
electrician in a government training scheme

in Derry city.

Meanwhile Jim was taking a keen interest
in the political conflict and he became an
active IRA Volunteer.

In September ‘78 Jim was arrested from
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® Militant relatives of H-Block prisoners, in Downing Street, London, last weekend,
included (from left to right): Francis Hurson, brother of Martin, who died on hunger-
strike in July; Michael McCloskey, brother of Liam, current foremost hunger-striker;
and Gerard Fox, brother of Bernard, a hunger-striker whose physical condition is
worsening ahead of the usual rate of deterioration experienced by those on the fast

on the National H-Block/Armagh pointed out that he personally

. Committee as inhumane. Paddy wished to condemn the prison

also expressed great disappointment  administration who are now forcing
in the stand taken by the Irish blanket men into ‘closed’ visits
hierarchy. because they refuse to hold up

Owen Carron subsequently their top lip for warders.

JIM DEVINE, aged twenty-four, a
single man from Strabane, County
Tyrone, joined the H-Block hunger-
strike last Monday, September 21st,
bringing the number of hunger-strikers
back up to eight for the first time
since the last day of July.

Glasgow-born Jim Devine is the
twenty-third political prisoner to
join the hunger-strike which has so
far resulted in the deaths of ten
prisoners.

Jim is the second eldest in the Devine
family; he has four brothers and five sisters.

Jim was born in Glasgow but, in the
arly xties, when he was only a young

boy, the family, who had emigrated to
Scotland, returned to the North of Ireland.
They moved to the predominantly unionist
town of Comber in County Down.

Comber, where Jim spent most of his
childhood, was a quiet town, but when
‘the troubles’ began in 1969 things changed.

Several Catholic families were petrol-
bombed out of their homes. The local

primary school which Jim had attended —'

St. Mary's — was bombed by loyalists.
Jim and several other members of the
Devine family were threatened. On one
occasion Jim was forced to stand for the
British national anthem, ‘The Queen’, at
the cinema; and, more seriously, in another
incident he had a knife put to his throat.

In March 1973 the Devine family left

his home and after being held — and
threatened— in Derry’s Strand Road barracks,
he was charged with various gun and bomb
attacks,

Hewas held on remand for sixteen months,
and then in January ‘79 he was sentenced
to ten years’:imprisonment in a non-jury
Diplock eourt which he refused to recognise.
Two months later he was sentenced to a
further, but shorter, concurrent term.

Jim has been ‘on the blanket' in the
H-Blocks since he was first sentenced.
If he had conformed, and had not resisted
‘criminalisation’, he would have been due
for release -~ with half-remission — in two
years' time.

Jim has now almost completed his first
week on hunger-strike, to the death if
necessary, in H6-Block
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THE IRA continued to
mount regular attacks
against enemy forces in
ghe occupied six counties
in the past week, parti-
cularly in Belfast where,
at the beginning of the
week, two British soldiers
were seriously wounded
in an expertly mounted
gun ambush, and where
an active service unit
breached security atacity
centre barracks to plant
a bomb under an RUC
vehicle.

In County Tyrone,
several days earlier, an
RUC Reservist was seri-
ously wounded.

DERRY CITY
RUC MEN SHOT AT

Two RUC men narrowly
escaped injury in Derry city
shortly before midnight on
Thursday week, September
17th, when IRA" Volunteers
fired a burst of high-velocity
shots at them near the Water-
side barracks in Spencer Road.

The RUC men had parked
their car and were walking to
the barracks when they came
under fire from a’concealed|
ambush position in a nearby
yard. The shots missed their
target, but enemy fire was not
returned, and the active ser-
vice unit returned safely to
base.

TYRONE
RUC MAN WOUNDED

An RUC man was shot
and seriously wounded by the
IRA in County Tyrone on
Friday evening, September
18th.

The part-time Reservist was
shot in Ballygawley. Four
shots were fired at him by
Volunteers, from a comman-
deered car, as he walked along
the road.

He was hit once and was
later said to be ‘very critically
ill’. Despite RUC road-blocks
being thrown up shortly after-
wards the active service unit
returned safely to base.

The IRA ambush took place
only about eight miles away
from where two RUC men
were killed by an IRA land-
mine near Cappagh, the pre-
vious week on Monday, 7th
September.

BELFAST

BLAST BOMB ATTACK

The IRA mounted a blast
bomb attack on an RUC
mobile patrol in the Cupar
Street area of west Belfast on
Saturday evening, September
19th. No injuries were claimed.

BELFAST
SINGLE SHOT FIRED
A single shot was fired by
an IRA sniper, on Sunday
evening, September 20th, at

a British army mobile patrol
in the Stewartstown Road area
of west Belfast. No hit was
claimed.

BELFAST
BARRACK BOMB

An active service unit of
Belfast Brigade IRA Volun-
teers successfully penetrated
the tight security surrounding
Musgrave Street RUC barracks
in Belfast city centre on Mon-
day morning, September 21st,
and planted a 10 Ib. bomb
under an official car belonging
to the RUC.

Unfortunately the bomb
was accidentally spotted at
8.45 a.m. and British army
bomb disposal experts rushed
to the scene whilst the yard
was evacuated.

One hour later the bomb
exploded only narrowly failing
to catch at least one soldier in
the blast. Parts of the Austin
Maxi car were hurled one
hundred feet into the air, and
the bulk of the wreckage was
set on fire by the explosion,
which also blew windows out
of the overlooking barracks

and damaged other RUC
vehicles.
The car was an official

transport vehicle for the bar-
racks; and it is the RUC who
have responsibility for — un-
successfully — guarding and
controlling access to the area
where it was parked. Security
around barracks is being re-
viewed after this daring IRA

and returning safely to base

operation in the heart of a
Belfast city centre RUC com-
plex.

BELFAST
BRITS AMBUSHED
Two British soldiers were
very seriously injured when
three IRA Volunteers armed
with high velocity weapons
fired into the back of a
military landrover in west

Belfast on Tuesday, September
22nd.

One soldier was shot in the
head, the other in the stomach.

The successful ambush was
launched from a house in
Springfield Road which the
Volunteers had commandeered
seventeen hours earlier.

The Volunteers took over
the house at 9 p.m. on Mon-
day evening and patiently

@ Fire returned by British soldiers, and further British soldiers and RUC gunmen quickly
day’s Springfield Road ambush in Belfast failed to prevent the IRA’s active service unit making good their escape
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waited until 2 p.m. on Tues
day afternoon when they
opened fire.

The British army landrover
had just swung into Ainsworth
Avenue  from  Springfield
Road when fire was opened.
Two soldiers were hit, but
others returned fire.

Despite the enemy fire, the
Volunteers made good their
escape in a commandeered car.
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TUAM SUGAR COMPANY CLOSURE THREAT REMAINS

Goalition |
Dacks off

but union
flounders

BY KEVIN BURKE

THE closure of the state-owned Irish Sugar Company s oper-
ation in Tuam, County Galway, which last Wednesday night
was postponed by the Coalition government for one year, re-
mains a threat hanging over the two hundred and eighty full-
time workers, the two hundred or so seasonal workers, and
their dependants, facing the hardships of redundancy.

But it is one closure which has far wider implications than
a ‘normal’ redundancy threat and, as it turned out, casts major
doubts on the ability of the present Coalition government to

survive.

The outcry caused by the closure
announcement appears to have
surprised the government in Dublin
by its strength and unity and once
again reinforces the argument in
the Fine Gael party, since the
Coalition cabinet was announced,
that the composition of the new
cabinet is hopelessly biased in
favour of Dublin, and completely
out of touch with the country.

The two Fine Gael Galway
deputies, John Donnellan and Paul
Connaughton, already smarting at
being passed over in the ministerial
stakes,, have been loud in protest
at their leadership’s decision, as
have several other country deputies.

The Coalition’s other deputy in
Galway, the Labour Party chairman
Michael D. Higgins, already critical
of his party’s complete loss of

identity since July, would have
found the day of reckoning for his
socialist conscience even closer if
the Tuam closure had been put to
a vote when Leinster House re-
convenes.

REGULAR

It would seem that the govern-
ment assessment of the closure was
to rate it only as important as the
regular toll which now passes
almost without comment.

The _increase in unemployment
in the year to August 1981, for
the west, has been over 25%, and
the Tuam closure could be seen by
the uninformed eye as just more of
the same. After all, the Irish Sugar
Company’s decision to close its
Carlow vegetable plant has passed
without too much fuss, as has its
closure of .Fastnet Foods in Skib-
bereen.

In Galway itself, even in the last
two months, closures have mounted
without any major outery, including
fifty-two jobs lost at Wilson Sports
Equipment in Galway city, fifty
jobs at Contec Teo in Carraroe,
sixteen jobs at Medical Mouldings
in Galway city, and so on.

And, of course, redundancies

@ The decision to close Tuam’s sugar factory united
Galway town on Thursday, 17th September
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forecast elsewhere include over five
hundred B. and |. workers in Cork,
five hundred and fifty employees
of RTE, and a massive eleven
hundred job losses at Guinness in
Dublin. So two hundred and eighty
jobs in Tuam may not look like
much in comparison.

SIGNIFICANCE

But the Irish Sugar factory in
Tuam is of much more significance
than the jobs it provides and the
outlet it provides to beet-growing
farmers in the area.

The factory was deliberately
set up in the west in 1934 for
social, as well as economic reasons,
and served at that time to give
some confidence to a demoralised
western population in the spin-off
from its inception. It has been
viewed in the same way since.

That is the reason that five thou-
sand marched in Tuam; that, for
the present anyway, there is unusual
unity of opposition to its closure
in the Galway area; and that it
has become such a major issue.

But just as the Coalition has
shown itself to be out of touch
with feelings on the ground, so the
trade union movement has been

thousand people in opposition on the streets of the County

found woefully wanting in provid-
ing a response.

It is almost unbelievable that
the general secretary of the Irish
Congress of Trade Unions, Ruairi
Roberts, in his role as a director
of "Irish Sugar, voted against the
worker-directors and in favour of
the closure.

IGNORED

The call by the ITGWU’s national
committee of shop stewards and
branch officers to Irish Sugar
workers in Mallow and Carlow
to delay the start of the beet
operations last Monday in protest
at the Tuam closurewas unanimously
ignored by the workers concerned.

It showed the extent to which
the union. leadership were out of
tune with the attitudes of their
members on the ground.

The situation, therefore, is ane
where the trade union is flounder-
ing, unable to find any real res-
ponse to the continuing tide of
redundancies.

It is inevitable, under the present
system, that a government in Dublin
fails to meet the needs of the
people. It is a tragedy that the
trade union movement is showing
itself to be in the same position.

Foréigean sna sé chontae fichead

l LE ROISIN N[ RIAIN [

ANOIS is aris tarlaionn rudai chuireann i gcuimhne ddinn nach
ar mhaithe lendr muintir sa tuaisceart amhain ba cheart dGinn a
bheith ag obair ar son saoirse ar dtire. Gan dabht ta leatrom
agus éagcoir @ dhéanamh ar an bpobal néisitinta i dtuaisceart na

h-Eireann.

Ta sé seo le feiscint go soiléar 6s na staitistici maidir le
di-fhostaiocht, tithiocht agus go h-airithe le déanai maidir Iels
an méid daoine, péisti ina measc, atd gortaithe go dona né

marbh ag piléir plaisteacha.

Biodh sin mar at4 is mé leatrom
ata 4 dhéanamh ar dhaoine, go
héirithe poblachténaigh sa Saorstat
leis. Is deacair an forelgean seo a
fheiscint, uaireannta, 6s rud & nach
dtugann na meéin cumarsaide, agus
da, bhri sin furmhér muintir na
h-Eireann, aon aird air.

Mar sin féin titeann sé amach
mar is eol go ré-mhaith do &inne a
bhionn ag obair ar son an
Phoblachtanachais, né ar son na
stailceoir{ ocrais sna H-Bhloic.

TAMHLACHT
Chonacthas  sampla de i
Tamhlacht an tseachtain seo chaite
ag malrseal ag tacu leis na
priosiinaigh sa Cheis Fhada, Shidil
timpeall ar 100 duine 9 dti leacht i

geuimhne na bhFinfn{ a(a i I6r an
)

w:af..(..:r T CULEAT u

nu(-

tsrald bhalle Bhi an chéad cainteor
ar ti tosnd nuair a thainigh na
Giardai a d'orduigheadar dos na
|6irseoirf imeacht den mbdthar.

Nuair a dhidltaiodar € sin a
dhéanamh, dhein na Gardaf iarracht
an-gharbh iad a bhaint de’'n
mbbthar. Bhi idir fearaibh, mnéibh
agus paistl an-6g i lathair agus bhf
sé soiléar nach raibh aon ghé in aon
chor le iompar bharbartha na
nGérda.

P& scéal é seachas méid mor
Gardal a bheith tugtha isteach
roimh deire an chrunn ithe, d'éirigh
leis an bheirt cainteoir labhairt agus
d’'fhan gach @&inne go deire an
chruinnithe, N décha go mbeidh
aon fhocal gearain sna péipéirf mar
gheall ar seo ach cuimhnigh ar an

f

raic a bheadh ann d& ndéanfai
iarracht stop a chuir le cruinnid
P.A.Y.E. nd a leith&id.

i
POILINI

Is m6 sampla eile den saghas seo
meoin atd le feiscint againn. Féach
ar an sufomh scannalach in R.T.E.
nuair nach féidir le feisiri, ata
toghtha ag muintir na hEireann ar a
son, labhairt ar an Radio nd ar an
Teiliffs. Ag an am céanna t§ Aire
Gnothai  Eachtracha  ainmnithe
againn na fuair véta riamh  &inne.

Cuir ceist ar dhaoine a bhionn i
mbun bailidichain, né diol litriocht
poblachtdnach, ndé cuir suas
poistéiri. Beidh a scéal féin maidir
le Gardai le h-innsint ag gach-duine
acu. Déan iarracht seomraf poibl7 —
scoileanna etc. — a fhail ar cios i
gcdir cruinnithe H-Bhloic agus i
bhfurmhér dfobh nf bhfaighfidh ti
ach leithscéal, ach ag an am gcéanna
beidh siad ar fail do gach eagrafocht
eile,

T4 an saghas meon Sasanach ag
teacht i réim sa tir seo, a deir gur
cuma cé’'n saghas cos ar bolg a
|mnotar aran mlonlach an fhaid is

e

\
nach gcuireann sé isteach ar
chompdird lucht an rachmais, agus
an fhaid is go gcoimeadtar na gna
dhaoine in eitireacht maidir leis.

CARRON
T& Roinnt eisceachtal’ ann mar
sin fein — is costil go bhfuil an

Rlallas an - bhuartha mar gheall ar
tridr priosunach U.D.A. i bpnosun
Mhumsemgh — ach ag an am céanna
ni labharfaidh siad Ie|s an bhleislre

Owen Carron, a toghadh ag breis is
triocha mile duine.

Nn bheldh saoirse riamh againn
sa tir seo, ni amhain go n-imeoidh
na Sasana|gh as, ach go dti go
mbeidh cearta daonna agus sibhialta
iomlan, mar cheart bundsach, ag
gach saoranach den dtir seo-pé an
fear, bean ng paiste ata ann, pé an
poblachtanach & né duine bocht, nd
duine den lucht taisfi nd
priosiinach.
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BY PETER HAYES

THE chilling sectarian murder of i i
twenty-five-year-old Catholic,
E:sgalgg Mulholland, on Belfast's Onn;Yau Rovad last week:nls,
iy ttf) renewed fears that nationalists — particularly those
an"_\g In fringe ghetto areas — may once again be subjected to

attacks, in ‘retaliation’ for the

continuing hung;-s;rike and as a frustrated ian ’ i
to escalated IRA attacks on British military f:er?eastlan o

Eugene Mulholland, who worked
as a hairdresser in a city centre
salon, and who had earlier spent
the evening having a drink at the
home of a friend in west Belfast,
was shot and killed around 1 a.m.
last Saturday as he walked home
along the Ormeau Road in south
Belfast.

As he crossed a bridge, just
past the Ulster Television studios
at Havelock House, on the fringe
of the predominantly nationalist
stretch of the lower Ormeau Road,
a car — believed to have been a red
Ford Cortina — pulled alongside,
and three shots were fired. One of
the shots hit Eugene Mulholland
in the head, killing him almost
instantly.

Within hours, the RUC'’s ’‘line
of investigation’ was to attempt to
blur the sectarian motivation of
the attack by revealing that a red
Cortina — similar to the one be-
lieved to have been used in the
attack — had been found in a field
adjacent to the staunchly nationalist
Lenadoon estate in west Belfast,
implying the involvement of a
republican organisation in the Kill-
ing.

RESPONSIBILITY
However on Monday, two days
after the Kkilling, and after re-
sponsibility had been claimed by
‘Captain White’ of the Ulster
Freedom Fighters (a front name

for the UDA), the RUC admitted-w

that they were ‘not totally con-
vinced’ that the car found near
Lenadoon was the one used in the
attack.

IN the latest of a series of
loyalist shooting attacks in the
Ardoyne ghetto in north Bel-
fast, a would-be loyalist assass-
in, last Sunday night, fired
seven shots into a mock
H-Block cell, but failed to hit
“anyone, before escaping on
the back of a motorbike into

an adjoining loyalist area.

The attack took place in Elm-
field Street, on the edge of Ard’ovne,
directly outside the Saunders’ club
where a token fast, in support of
the H-Block hunger-strikers, was
underway. (Token fasts, outside
various social clubs in the area,
have been taking place in Ardoyne
for the past tbree weeks.)

HALTED

Shortly after 9 p.m. on Sunday,
a motorbike carrying two men,
which had been seen cruising aroupd
adjoining streets for severa'l min-
utes, halted at the junction of
Elmfield Street and Butler Street,
about twelve yards from the wooden
H-Block mock cell.

The pillion passenger then Qis-
mounted, and without approaching

The UFF statement claiming
Eugene Mulholland’s killing went
on to assert that he was an ‘IRA
informer’, and also that he was
killed "because of the latest murder
campaign against the security forces
by the IRA'. The use by the UFF
of the ‘IRA informer’ claim, while
inaccurate, suggests that Eugene
Mulholland was not, as is usually
the case, a random assassination
victim but was deliberately ear-
marked as a potential target and
then killed when the opportunity
conveniently presented itself.

However the circumstances which
prompted the killing at that time
are probably related to recent IRA
successes against the Britsand RUC,
which made an identifiable Catholic
‘fair game’ for loyalist assassins on
the prowl.

PREDOMINANTLY

Eugene Mulholland lived with
his wife Mona, and their two
children, Tony (aged seven), and
Jacqueline (aged five), in Walmer
Street in south Belfast, in a pre-
dominantly loyalist area of the
upper Ormeau Road district where
there have been — particularly
recently — a series of attacks and
threats made against the extremely
few Catholic families who live
there. .

However, both Eugene and his
wife come from the predominantly
Protestant town of Ballynahinch in
South Down, where they mixed
freely with Protestants, and it

appears that they got on well too
with neighbours in their Ormeau
Road neighbourhood.
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The bulk of loyalist sectarian
attacks over the past few years,
including pub bombs, fatal shoot-
ings, and the killing by an RUC
gunman of sixteen-year-old Michael
McCartan in July of last year, have
taken place on the other side of
the Ormeau Bridge to where
Eugene Mulholland lived, in the
half-mile stretch- of the lower
Ormeau Road which has been
increasingly populated by Catholics
over the last ten years. This, in
turn, has led to sporadic attempts
by loyalists to halt the Catholic
expansion in the area, through
random sectarianattacksandkillings.

PSYCHOLOGY

The killing of a Catholic living
in the loyalist upper Ormeau
district, and his subsequent des-
cription as an ‘IRA informer’,
gives an interesting insight into
loyalist psychology which views
all Catholics as being members
of, or sympathetic to, the IRA.

® Eugene Mulholland — another Catholic victim of a chilling assassination

Also, if, as likelihood suggests,
Eugene Mulholland was not a
random victim, who had been
identified as a Catholic solely
because he was walking towards
the nationalist lower Ormeau ghetto,
but was a recognised, selected
victim, his killing demonstrates that
at a time when loyalist frustration
is at a peak (because of IRA suc-
cesses, for example), any Catholic
living in a Protestant area becomes
suspect as a source or potential
source of information to the IRA.

It also demonstrates the emp-
tiness of repeated UDA boasts
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Westrock
victim
s —

A WEST BELFAST man received cuts
and severe bruising to his back after a
raid on his home by the Marine Com-
mandos last week, which followed only
hours after soldiers from the same
regiment had carried out an ‘illegal’
census-taking exercise at his house and
at others in the area.

The raid on thirty-one-year-old Peter
Campbell’s home at Westrock Parade,
close to the Brit's Fort Pegasus base,
began just after 2 a.m. on Wednesday
week, September 16th.

Peter, a former internee, was not
at home at the time, but after the door
was answered to the Brits by his wife
Helen, aged thirty-two, the Marines
entered and carried out an hour-and-
a-half search of the house, in the process
waking and getting out of bed three of
the Campbell’s four children: Elizabeth,
aged eleven; Martina, aged ten; and Peter,
aged nine. Only the youngest, two-year-
old Kieran, was allowed to remain
sleeping. -

The Brits had finally left, when
Peter arrived home in his van shortly
after, but no sooner had he got indoors
than the Brits returned, this time de-
manding that Peter open up his van to
be searched.

However when Peter attempted to
push out the leading one of four Brits
who had walked — unasked - into his
home, one of the Marines snapped:
‘Right mate, that’s it’, and all four
Brits jumped on Peter, dragged him
outdoors as one of them struck him
repeatedly in the face with a flash-
lamp, and — under the horrified and
di gaze of his children — began

that its 1 0 ion
is aimed not at Catholics but at
‘republican activists’.

The killing of Eugene Mulholland
indicates the continuing threat to
nationalist people from UDA/UFF
sectarian attacks, both random and
selective, a threat made all the more
real by the UFF claim that a death
list of similar ‘IRA informers’ has
been drawn up!

i
@ The Ardoyne H-Bloc!

closer to the cell, fired seven times
in its direction. His apparent ner-
vousness was mirrored by the
motorbike’s driver who stalled
momentarily as the pair made
their getaway along EImfield Street,
and as local people in the Saunders’
club ran out on hearing the shoot-
ing.
The gunman and his accomplice
then drove through the ‘dragon’s
teeth’ at the bottom of Kerrera
Street — allowing access to bikes
but not to cars — on to the Crumlin

Road and into a neighbouring
loyalist district.
PRECAUTION

Only minutes before the attack,
at 9 p.m., those people taking part
in the token fast had left the hut,
to continue their fast in the Saun-
ders’ club overnight, a sensible —
and as it was to turn out, vital —
security precaution. Had they not
done so it is almost certain that
the attack would have led to in-
juries or even death.

Local people say that this is the

seventh shooting attack in the
district in recent weeks.

In one such attack, a loyalist
fired rifle shots from a building
overlooking the Ardoyne into the
local GAA club. And on Friday,
11th September, a local man walk-
ing along Chatham Street, “which
runs parallel to Elmfield Street,
was fired on three times by motor-
bike-mounted loyalists who had
also entered and left the area via
Kerrera Street.

to kick him on the ground outside. .

Eventually, the Marines got hold of
the keys to Peter’s van, but on searching
it found nothing more ‘offensive’ than
gaelic football jerseys. He was then
flung into a jeep on his stomach, and
driven to Springfield Road barracks
while soldiers stamped on his back,
en route.

Once in the barracks, Peter was
photographed, before being turned over
to the RUC who transferred him to
Townhall Street barracks for a medical
examination, and then took him to the
Royal Victoria Hospital

Turf Lodge
victim

GERARD BROWNLEE, from Turf Lodge
in west Belfast, was one of several people
who fell victim to Marine Commando
revenge brutality within hours of two
members of their regiment being seriously
wounded in an IRA sniping attack last
Tuesday afternoon.

Twenty-two-year-old Gerard was on
his way along the Falls Road, at around
11.30 p.m., to visit his girl friend at
Divis Flats, when he was stopped by
Marines at the junction of Linden
Street.

After being asked his name and
address, one of the Brits asked him what
he thought of the shooting attack that
afternoon, and what he knew about
it. When Gerard replied that he knew
nothing about it and wasn't interested
in it, the Marine replied, ‘I don't believe
you', and became verbally abusive.

As the patrol allowed Gerard 1o
walk off, the belligerent Marine struck
him on the upper lip with his rifle butt.
Gerard needed three stitches following
this assault.
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I BY HELEN STEVENS |

THIS YEAR lIreland will, at last, be a
major issue at the annual conference
qf the British Labour Party. There are
fifty-three resolutions on the agenda:
more than on any other issue except
nuclear disarmament.

Though none of the progressive
resolutions are likely to get through,
the chances are that next week’s
conference  will abandon bi-
partisanship - the policy under which
Labour governments slavishly follow
the Tory line on Ireland.

Labour may well adopt a policy
document approved by the National
Executive Committee, which would
commit the party to the concept of
Irish unity. But the document is so
hedged about with qualifications on
how lIrish unity will be achieved that
in practice it could prove meaning-
less.

From as far back as 1971, opinion polls
have consistently indicated that a majority
of British people favour British withdrawal,
or at least troop withdrawal. However, until
recently this sentiment has not been widely
reflected in influential organisations, such as
the major political parties or the trade union
movement.

After the entry of British troops, with the
change of focus from civil rights to a war of
national liberation, Ireland soon became a
taboo subject in Britain. This process-was
consolidated by the introduction of the Pre-
vention of Terrorism Act in 1974, which
silenced the Irish community, traditionally
active in the labour movement.

For years effective campaigning in the
labour movement was hampered by the fact
that a Labour government was in office.
Labour was strongly committed to unionism
— partly for the opportunist reason that it
needed unionist votes to stay in office —
and to trying to stabilise the six-county
statelet by extreme repressive measures.

But the Castlereagh revelations, the re-
sistance in the H-Blocks.and Armagh, and
the continuing struggle of the IRA signalled
the abject failure of Roy Mason’s policies.
Disenchantment grew in Britain, and the ex-
posure of torture particularly demoralised

_Labour’s grassroots.

OPENED

collapsed.

That this was due to its Irish policy,
through the abstentions in the vote of con-
fidence by Frank Maguire and Gerry Fitt,
did not seem to register with many party
members. But it opened up the possibility
for campaigning in the Labour Party, which
is always more militant when in opposition.

This process was also helped by the grow-
ing grassroots campaign led by Tony Benn
for Labour MPs to be forced to carry out the
wishes of the membership. It helped too that
Labour’s failed Irish policy was associated
with the despised right-wing of the party.

1979 also saw the tenth anniversary of
British troops on Irish streets, which (com-
pounded by the execution of Mountbatten
and the Narrow Water ambush) was to prove
a psychological crisis. It was clear that in ten
years Britain had only succeeded in worsen-
ing the situation.

Now for the first time in years support
for withdrawal began to grow. The fairly
broad-based Committee for Withdrawal from
Ireland held a ten-thousand-strong demon-
stration, the largest on Ireland for several
years.

CONCERN

Concern about Ireland was at last filter-
ing through to the Labour Party’s rank-and-
file. The leadership had tried to ensure that
there would be no debate on Ireland at the
annual conference in October 1979, when
there were four resolutions on the agenda.
Hard lobbying by Troops Out activists and a
few MPs won the delegates’ support for an
emergency resolution calling for a debate.

The party leadership insisted on the brief-
est of debates. The withdrawal motions were

TISH LABOUR PA

Then in 1979 the Labour government.
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@ Concerted opposition to Westminster’s poli
of the British Labour Party
supported the setting up of a special study
group to examine the party’s lrish policies.

In January 1980 Tony Benn spoke out,
very quietly, for the first time: he said in an
RTE radio interview that partition was
wrong and a ‘real debate’ was needed in Brit-
ain. Then in March the Greater London Reg-
ional Council of the Labour Party passed a
resolution, calling for the party to commit
itself to a policy of withdrawal and an end
to bi-partisanship. The majority in favour
was massive: 1,012 to 101.

This was followed by the launching, in
April, of the Labour Committee on Ireland,
comprised of party members and dedicated
to the same policy.

The Haughey/Thatcher summit in May —
the first admission for years by a British
government that the Northern crisis is not
simply an ‘internal’ matter — helped to open
up the debate. S

The Labour left was now beginning to
take Ireland seriously.

At the party conference in October,
Tony Benn, speaking at a fringe meeting,
called for a united Ireland and an end to bi-
partisanship.

That year there were nine resolutions on
Ireland, and the leadership did not attempt
to avoid a debate. The demand for with-
drawal won considerable support from con-
stituency delegates, but the trade unions —
many of whom have loyalist members in the
North — ensured that it was rejected.

SHIFTED

This year the situation has shifted dra-
matically. There has been a staggering in-
crease in the number of resolutions on
Ireland for the Labour Party conference:
from nine to fifty-three.

This major change is due almost entirely
to the election of Bobby Sands. Labour
Party members, along with most British
people, have a great, if misplaced, faith in
the parliamentary system.

Ireland is moving from the streets to the very heart

vote for an IRA hunger-striker shook them
to the core. It made them radically re-
think their attitudes to Ireland. No longer
could anyone accept the analysis that a
‘handful of terrorists’ was responsible for
‘the troubles’.

The conclusion many British people drew
from Bobby Sands’ election was not so
much that the prisoners’ demands were just,
but that the present set-up in the North is
unworkable.

The point that had been made so often
by activists in the past, that the partition of
Ireland was the root of the problem, finally
began to sink in.

For the left of the Labour Party, the
straw that broke the camel’s back was Don
Concannon'’s cruel visit to Bobby Sands on
his deathbed to tell him the Labour Party
did not support him.

On the day Bobby Sands died, moderate
Labour MP, Pat Duffy, made a passionate
speech in Westminster denouncing That-
cher’s intransigence and the ‘me-tooism’ of
the Labour leadership.

The revolt had begun in earnest. A few
days later Tony Benn made a widely pub-
licised call for troop withdrawal.

In June the annual conference of trades
councils voted — directly against the wishes
of TUC leader Len Murray — for a resolut-
ion which included demands for British
withdrawal and for the restoration of special
category status. By July even former Labour
premier “James Callaghan was calling for
withdrawal — albeit with an ‘independent
Ulster’. His call was soon to be echoed by
the ‘Sunday Times’.

HIGHLIGHT
A look at the resolutions down for this
year's Labour Party conference shows the
extent to which constituency Labour Par-
ties spontaneously chose to highlight  Ire-

land.
dpeaple, Gould. .u'; . Qfthe, s fifty-three resolutians. . «the

and Irish unity, or for an end to bipartisan.
ship and to the unionist veto, or for both, A
minority also call for support for the
prisoners’ demands: some did not include
this because they disagreed with it, others
because they thought the issue would be
resolved before the conference took place,

The other njne resolutions reflect the
backward position of the Militant group,
which is active in the Labour Party, and cal|
for the building of a ‘trade-union-based
Labour Party in Northern Ireland’ — an
absurd idea given the inbuilt sectarianism of
the labour movement in the six counties,

Of the forty-four progressive resolutions,
about a quarter have been directly inspired
by the Labour Committee on Ireland, while

the rest have been formulated independently.

Support for withdrawal is not limited to
the constituency parties with resolutions
down. Each is allowed just one conference
resolution — so there are more who have
passed similar resolutions but who have
chosen to send one forward on a different
issue.

But this upsurge in sympathy does not,
unfortunately, mean that Labour wijll
necessarily do anything whether in or out of
government. For the party leadership is
engaged in an outflanking manoeuvre.

The study group set up by the 1979
conference — which includes such pro-
loyalists as Roy Mason as well as with-
drawal supporters such as Join Maynard
— recently produced its report. It has been
forced to make considerable concessions to
pro-Irish unity feeling in the party.

FORCED

In January this year the group issued a
consultative paper seeking the party mem-
bership’s views on various policy options:
direct rule, devolution, withdrawal, etc.
The paper was framed to suggest that the
best option was for Britain to stay, and for
the Labour Party to organise in the six
counties.

A majg.ri_ty on the study group intended
to recommend that option. But the great
majority of submissions from local parties
were in favour of withdrawal and Irish unity.
What finally forced them to rework their
position was the great wave of feeling in-
spired by the election, and death, of Bobby
Sands.

As a result the study group's report re-
commends that Labour be committed
‘ultimately to achieve reconciliation between
the two parts of Ireland’. The National
Executive Committee approved the report —
and rejected an attempt by two influential
committees to make withdrawal conditional
on a referendum in the six counties — and
it will now be presented to the conference.

The acceptance of reunification in prin-
ciple is very important, and cuts a lot of
ground from the unionist lobby. But
the document makes
pendent upon a number of impossible con-
ditions, such as ‘reconciliation between the
two communities’ prior to withdrawal, and
an interim devolved power-sharing Stormont
administration.

Italso, in practice, perpetuates theunionist
veto by saying, ‘Before any constitutional
change is made ... we would seek to obtain
the consent of the people of Northern Ire-
land.”

While it makes the welcome recom-
mendation that the Prevention of Terrorism
Act be repealed, it also completely rules out
political status.

In all, the document is a muddle: the con-
cessions to progressive opinion are made al-
most meaningless by the concessions to the
loyalist lobby and the trade unions in the
six counties.

With the weight of the Labour leadership
pehind it, the document is likely to be rat-
ified by the conference at the expense of the
many more progressive resolutions.

If this happens, it will be a case of two
steps forward, one step back. But the fact
that some advance has been made, and that
Ireland will at last be a major issue at a Lab-
our conference, is due to Bobby Sands and
his fellow hunger-strikers, and to the staunch
support of the nationalist people, for they
have shaken up British attitudes to Ireland
+ vas neves befora in the last.twelvewyears.co= «

reunification de-




AN PHOBLACHT(REPUBLICAN NEWS, Saturday. September 26th, 1981 — Leathanach 7,

BY DAMIEN O’ROURKE

IF there is a case to be made for the
release on humanitarian grounds of the
elf-conf 1 “li -to-kill” British
agents, the Littlejohn brothers, with
only a fraction of their prison sent-
ences served, then the Dublin govern-
ment is hardly in a position to make
it

The big-hearted gesture of the
Coalition, even overlooking an escape
attempt in progress at the time of
their release, can be measured against
that government’s refusal to extend
its ‘humanitarianism’ to a public call,
not for the release, but for a basic
tolerable level of conditions of im-
prisonment for the republican prison-
ers in H-Block and Armagh.

It is no surprise, of course, in the Irish
struggle, to-find the Dublin authorities once
again coming down on the side of- the
oppressor, but the release of the Littlejohns
also opens up once again the murky area of
British intelligence activities in Ireland and

the Dublin government’s connivance with
it.

Keith and Kenneth Littlejohn were
apparently recruited to work for the British
intelligence services via a woman friend of
the present British Foreign Secretary Lord
Carrington. They met a junior Minister for
Defence, Geoffrey Johnson-Smith, and were
then handed on to their ‘control’, whom
they knew as Douglas Smythe but who
later turned out to be Defence Ministry
‘civil servant’ John Wyman.

OPERATIONS

The role of the brothers in Ireland was to
provoke and carry out operations in. the
twenty-six counties which would look like
the work of republicans and thus cause the
Dublin government to crack down on them.

To this end they were involved in several
incidents, including petrol-bombing garda
stations at Louth and Castlebellingham,
‘setting-up’ at least one republican for capture
across the border, and a number of armed
bank-robberies; and successfully infiltrated
the ‘Official’ IRA, or the ‘Sticks’, as they
are more popularly known.

Their activities culminated in a £67,000
bank-robbery/kidnapping in Dublin’s Graf-
ton Street on October 12th, 1972. (Just
over £30,000 is still unaccounted for and it
is uncertain whether it went to the ‘Sticks’
or was retained by the Littlejohns.)

The two were arrested a week later in
London and held for extradition, but only
when gardai had supplied their London
addresses to the British police and demanded
that they be taken into custody.

PROVOCATEUR

How successful their ‘agent provocateur’
activities were is difficult to quantify, but
they must have contributed in some part to
the introduction by Fianna Fail’s Minister
for Justice, Des O’ Malley, of the Offences
Against the State (Amendment) Act at t_he
end of 1972, aimed at breaking the growing
support for the IRA in the twenty-six
counties.

There is no' doubt, however, that that
Act was in obvious danger of defeat on the
evening of Friday, December 1st, when
Fianna Fail defectors and the Labour anfi
Fine Gael opposition were set to vote it
down.

‘With deadly timing, two bombs went _oﬂ
in Dublin killing two people and injuring
many more. The Leinster House qpposl(lon,
at 4 a.m. the following morning, were

® As everyone (except British Intelligence) wonders about the full extent of the myste

of the Li
cold’ by the Bri

carried, by the shock-waves, from the mem-
bers’ bar through the division lobbies on the
government side.

A few weeks later, John Wyman was
arrested in Dublin and charged, along with
Garda Special Branchman Patrick Crinnion,
with ‘passing information prejudicial to the
safety of the state’.

Once again, the murky world of British
spy intrigue takes over, but it appears that
Britain had two sides to weigh in the balance.
Wyman and Crinnion far out-weighed the
two Littlejohns.

BOMBS

Britain’s ‘spy-chief’ in the twenty-six
counties, John Wyman, was in custody, as
was one of their garda recruits. Wyman was
obviously of more value than the Little-
john ‘cannon-fodder’, and other garda ‘spy
recruits’, still operating in the Special Branch,
needed the reassurance that they would be

ohn brothers, both Keith and Kenneth are less than pleased abou

ing ‘left out in the

- Indeed, Kenneth must be wishing that he'd stuck to building his *hot pants’ industry
in the west of Ireland, where he operated under the alias of Aust
happier times in one of many promotional shots for his ‘Whizz Kids’ hot pants

, in 1971, He is pictured here during

looked after if uncovered.

But much more importantly, it is be-
lieved that Wyman was responsible for
directly organising the December 1st Dublin
bombs, and both the British and Dublin
governments feared that some enthusiastic
gardai would pursue this line. For Britain it
would be a major international embarrass-
ment, for Dublin it could have meant disaster
if it became public that both government
and opposition parties had been duped in
such bloody fashion into anti-Irish oppressive
legislation by the old enemy, Britain.

In early January 1973, therefore, Britain
informed Dublin that the Littlejohn brothers
were indeed involved in British intelligence
activities and apparently offered a deal.
(It was about this communication which
Jack Lynch later was ‘to claim his famous
‘lapse of memory’.)

At the beginning of February the Little-
johns were returned from London to Dublin.
At the end of the month Wyman and

Crinnion were brought before the Special
Criminal Court. The charge was reduced' to
one of ‘communicating secret information
about the operations of the gardai’, they
were given ‘back-dated’ sentences of four
months, and immediately released and
whisked away by the British authorities.

BIRMINGHAM

But the Littlejohn mystery does not end
there. Kenneth Littlejohn successfully
escaped from Mountjoy prison (where he
was serving twenty years and Keith fifteen)
in March 1974 and remained at liberty in
England until the end of the year, when he
was arrested in the home of a Thomas Watt
in Birmingham.

The Birmingham pub-bombings, which
killed twenty-one people, had just taken
place three weeks previously and Watt was
to be deeply involved in the subsequent
trial of the six innocent Irishmen later to be
sentenced to life imprisonment for the
bombings.

At the trial Watt, a police informer and a
member of the fascist National Front, said
that he had deliberately made friends with
Irishmen whom he thought might be repub-
lican sympathisers. He claimed that some
of those charged had made incriminating
statements to him and his evidence proved
useful to the prosecution, which relied on
confessions beaten out of the six, and
forensic evidence which has since been
totally discredited. z

Watt was never charged with harbouring
Littlejohn.

So the full story of the Littlejohn brothers
is unlikely to be ever convincingly told —
Kenneth Littlejohn’s forthcoming book will
no doubt confuse further by sensationalism.
But more interesting is the renewed interest
in how British intelligence operations in
the twenty-six counties are faring now.

INTRIGUING

The total transfer of the gardai’s com-
puterised information on republicans to the
RUC is now standard procedure and may
at first sight appear to make redundant the
Crinnions who remain in Dublin Castle.
But verification of that information is
important and internal information now
transferred is also of vital importance to
aid Britain’s reading of Dublin’s attitudes.

The role of ‘agents provocateurs’ in the
South is equally intriguing. It has been
claimed that the supposed left-wing organ-
isation linked to the killing of the Ros-
common gardai were engaged not only in
armed financing of their own funds but
deliberately chose areas where they be-
lieved saturation garda activity in the wake
of a bank-raid might uncover IRA arms
dumps, movements of supplies, or training
camps.

It is also believed that a well-financed
miniscule ultra-left group has operated in
the H-Block campaign to discredit it by
several actions including the shooting of a
British businessman at Trinity College and
agitation to riot during marches.

Whether such acts can be truly
attributed to British intelligence infiltration,
or motivation, of such groups has never
been conclusively proven. Without becoming
neurotic on the subject, it can be acknow-
ledged that such strategy would match the
known activities of the Littlejohns.

For the time being, at any rate, it remains
clouded in fascinating obscurity. But there is
no doubt that the release of the Little-
johns only ends one chapter in the long
record of British intelligence operations in
Ireland.
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BY PETER ARNLIS

THlRTY-YEAR-OLD BERNARD FOX, who completed thirty days on
hunger-strike last'Wednesday, is a single man from the St. James’ area of

west Belfast,

Bernard is serving a maximum twelve-year sentence on explosives charges
and this is_his third period in-prison. He was interned twice before 1975 and
has been in prison this time since November 1977, having spent a total of

six years and three months in prison.

Both Bernard's parents are elderly and have pledged to
support his hunger-strike by not intervening should. he
lapse into unconsciousness. Bernard does not come from a
republican background and derives his politics from ‘the
street barricades of August 1969.

Bernard’'s  mother, Margaret
Lynn, now aged sixty-eight, was
born in Lurgan in 1913. She was
one-year-old when she came to
live in Belfast's Fane Street, off
Tates Avenue. Her father was a
‘ganger’ on the Great Northern
Railway. Margaret worked as a
stitcher in McClelland & Raineys
in Bankmore Street after leaving
school at sixteen.

Her father, George Lynn, was
chased off his work in 1930 and
the family went back to live in
Lurgan for a year.

‘“We had the best neighbours
in Fane Street, and we were the
only Catholics in the street. It
was Sandy Row and Shankill
Road boys that put him out of
his work,” says Mrs. Fox. “/
remember, as well, seeing him
coming down the railways that
day. They chased him with pick-
axes and everything. His own
workmates they were too.”

The family returned to Tates
Avenue after the riots, but in
April 1932 Mrs. Fox's father
was killed while working on the
railway.

There was no republican in-
fluence in the family at all. “We
were all nationalist,” says Mrs.
Fox, ‘“We were for Joe Devlin.”

Margaret Lynn met her future
husband, Cornelius (Neely) Fox,
while walking in the Falls Park.
Her Protestant chum was going
out with Neely’s friend. She re-
calls, ““The first time | met him |
said to my friend, ‘Sure that’s an
aul’ lad, don't be looking at him...”
He’s still an aul lad!”” (Mr. Fox is
only two years her senior!)

TENUOUS

Mr. Fox was born in 1911 in
Ardmoulin Street. His father was
from Belfast and his mother from
Derry city.

Mr. Fox's uncle, Conn Fox,
was a republican interned on the
prison ship, ‘Argenta’, but this is
Bernard’s only tenuous connect-
ion with distant family involve-
ment in the Republican Move-
ment, represents no tradition and,
the family agrees, bore no in-
fluence on his decision to join the
IRA.

The politics in My. Fox's par-
ents' house were also nationalist.

West Belfast had little tradition
of republicanism and de Valera
supporters who put posters in
their windows, when he stood
against Devlin in an election for
the Falls ward, were attacked and
had their windows broken. (Joe
Devlin was a constitutional nat-
ionalist and felt robbed by the
1916 Rising and by republicans,
of parliamentary power and the
autonomy which Home Rule
would have given middle-class
Catholics. He had warned the
electorate that Sinn Fein stood
for ‘a hopeless fight for an Irish
Republic'.)

later years, when on the run,

Neely Fox left school in 1925
at the age of fourteen and worked
as a wood-turner in Hastings
Street making bobbins for Greeve's
Mill which was in Conway Street
(until being burned down during
the pogroms of August 1969).

Mr. and Mrs. Fox are a very
attached couple as can be seen
from the friendly banter between
them. Heé remembers the day he
met. her in the Falls Park and
claims a certain amount of decept-
ion was used to net him! “She
said she was Jack Mahood'’s sister/
The famous Celtic player!

‘“We were going together about
six years before we got married. |
think people were fed up looking

at us...

“Darby and Joans,” adds Mr.

Fox
RODNEY

The couple married in St
Paul’s chapel on December 26th
1938. (Bernard, whilst an internee
in 1973, carved and decorated a
miniature piano in honour of their
thirty-fifth wedding anniversary.)

They went to live in Margaret's
mother’s house in Beechmount
Parade but on the day that the
Second World War was declared
they moved into a three-bed-
roomed kitchen house in the
Rodney area of west Belfast
where their children were born
and reared and where Mr. and
Mrs. Fox live, in St. James’ Cres-
cent to this day. Their first born,
George, was born in February
1940, Corneljus was born in 1943,
Gerard in July 1949, followed by
Bernard, the youngest, in January
1951.

In 1945 Mr. Fox took up em-
ployment in the shipyard, as a
fitter’s helper. Despite this being a
bastion of loyalist employment
Mr. Fox said that he never had
fellow-

any trouble with his
workers,
Mr. Fox retired in 1977 but

during the early years of Bernard’s
first imprisonment in 1973, and
when loyalist assassinations were a
daily occurrence, he asked his
father not to visit him in Long
Kesh for fear of identification.
Only on one occasion did his
father break this rule and on that
occasion a loyalist work-mate,
also visiting the prison, spotted
him. But, says Mr. Fox, “’He never
mentioned. it when he saw me
back at work and never said to
anyone.”

As a baby Bernard cried non-
stop for the first year, according
to his mother. But after that he
was always pleasant, and always
with a smile on his face. He and
Gerard were like twins, playing

her and sleepii her in
the same double bed.

During the summer the children
often returned to relatives in Lur-
gan for their holidays. They
stayed in Grattan Street and in

Bernard billeted in Lurgan. When
interned in Long Kesh he be-
friended John Green, a fellow re-
publican who also came from the
north Armagh town and whom he
helped to escape from the intern-
ment camp.

SOCCER

“The door never stopped
knocking for Bernard,” says his el-
dest brother George, attesting to
his popularity.

Bernard was mad about soccer
{and often played it in the living
room with his brothers!) but his
intimate knowledge of the game
was not matched by a correspond-
ing skill in play. “/f there was a
pool of mud in the middle of a
field, he would have fallen into
it,” says Gerard. “He was a ter-
rible player,” says Martin Lawlor,
who spent some time with Ber-
nard as a remand prisoner in the
H-Blocks. So addicted is Bernard
to football that he has even got
his brother George placing a bet
for him in this soccer season!

Bernard went to St. Kevin's
primary school and when he made
his first Holy Communion in 1959,
complete with two missing front
teeth, he wrote a short poem
about receiving the blessed sacra-
ment.

All the Fox brothers were
brought up as devout Catholics
and attended Confraternity in
Clonard Monastery every Friday
night. They were very obedient
children and were also all pioneers,
declares Mrs. Fox, until either
they reached their late teens or
got married. Only Neely, Bernard's
older brother, is still a pioneer.

After primary school Bernard
went to St. Thomas' secondary
school but left as soon as he was
old enough.

In 1967 he started work in
Clarence  Engineering  Works,
which is only several hundred
yards from his home, close to the
entrance to the M1 motorway. He
began as an apprentice coach buil-
der and his brother Gerard had
started as a sheet metal worker.
At night Bernard spent a lot of
his time with St. John's youth
club.

The civil rights movement and
the violent reaction of the RUC to
the street protests appeared to
have made little impact on Ber-
nard. It was the pogroms of
August 1969 which drew him out
of his shell and it was from the
barricades that he got his re-
publicanism.

After the loyalist pogroms of
August 1969, barricades were
built in nationalist areas. The dis-
trict of Rodney, which was sep-
arated from the loyalist ‘Village’
area by the M1, was no different.

®

COACH-BUILDER

When Clarence’s closed down
Bernard moved to Alexanders of
Alexander Park Avenue off the
Antrim Road. When it was des-
troyed in a bomb attack the firm
moved to Newtownabbey and it
was here that he met seventeen-

s -
@ Bernard (/eft) and his elder brother Gerard in St. Helen’s Bay, 1955. °

Gerard were like twin:

year-old Bobby Sands from Rath-
coole who was also an apprentice
coach-builder, and whom he was
to meet again in more fateful cir-
cumstances nine years later. But
as loyalist assassinations intensified,
and as Bernard’s involvement with
the Republican Movement deep-
ened, he left work and became a
full time IRA Volunteer.

Bernard’s family find his in-
volvement with the Republican
M almost i ible to
understand. There was no dis-
cernable change in his attitude af-
ter 1969 and his other brothers
had also been required to do vig-
ilante duties at the barricades, but
they didn‘t follow the republican
path. The family were very Cath-
olic, more nationalist than rep-
ublican and Bernard, obsessed
with soccer and the fortunes of
his favourite team, Celtic, showed
no great interest in history.

Yet some change had come
over Bernard and after the rep-
ublican split he joined the IRA in
1970. The family guess that har-
assment played its part in his de-
cision, although all incidents of
British soldiers roughing him up
came after his secret i nt.

e and

to the Brits) it was not because
the Brits had knowledge that he
was a republican, it.was more
routine harassment. Mrs. Fox can
recall seeing the mark of a sold-
ier's boot on his neck after one in*
cident when he was flung to the
ground and held.

COMPANY

Bernard joined the local com-
pany, ‘D’ Company, which, des:
pite St. James' being in the F_alls
area, was actually under the jur
isdiction of the 1st Battalion I
Andersonstown. He was on activeé
service, where ‘he cou!;i handle
imself’, says one comrade.
e he July. 1972 IRAVBIit
truce broke down he was based in
Lenadoon during the fiercest 3u0
battles which followed. That
summer he became the 1st Bat
talion's training officer, and dez;
pite a rule at this time that staff
officers were not supposed © op
erate, Bernard went out on acuye_
service and was charged with dl‘ls
obeying an order and actally

rt-martialled!
ch:mard had a number ofCl‘:s‘:
shaves whilst evading arrest 0
fear of internment. He was dnvlfi'?‘
a car th h Gransha Way

However, when he was being
stopped and beaten up on the
street (often for giving back cheek

jed by
Andersonstown, accompan:;;enlv
a comrade, when they s\.ll i
came upon 23 check-point-
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A strong and confident republican

whose politics are born from

th ot Cous’ in 1955

bs ‘active service days’ in 1977

the check-
opened fire

(looking very pleased) and Neely

® The Fox family pictured in 1970 (from Jleft
Neely and (front) Bernard and Gerard

Kesh, where in Cage 3 he became
a member of the staff and was on
the escapes’ committee; he be-
came quarter-master and then ad-
jutant. One of those who success-
fully escaped from Long Kesh
was his friend John Green, a Lur-
gan man. John, disguised as a
priest, walked out through the
front gate; however two years
later he was found murdered close
to the border, believed to have
been assassinated by the SAS.

Bernard was released from in-
ternment in March 1974 and im-
mediately reported back to the
IRA. This time he operated ex-
clusively out of Andersonstown as
a section leader over a squad of
five active service Volunteers (the
precursors of the cell systerp). :

Again Bernard’s republicanism
expressed  itself militarily. He
rarely stayed at home, which was
now often raided, and only a few
months later, in October '197?,
he was arrested from a friend’s
house in Rodney Drive.

Whilst he was being interrpgated
in Castlereagh republican prisoners
had rioted and burned down Long
Kesh, so Bernard and two others
were kept in Castlereagh for nine
days and during this time they
went on hunger-and-thirst strike
for visits and parcels which they
actually won after a few days!

® Bernard, following his first holy com-
munion, 1959

He was interned in Cage 6 where
one fellow inmate states that ‘do-
ing time didn’t annoy him’. =
Because of his easy-going
nature (at least in all relationships
except his IRA commitment) and
the fact that he rarely complains,
Bernard’s family, friends and even
comrades had concluded that he
was a highly unlikely candidate
for hunger-strike. But he is a very
loyal person and some of his com-
rades state that he would not
allow others to carry the burdﬁn
of hunger-strike without sharing
it.
: Bernard was released on the
last day of internment in De-
cember 1975 and again reported
back to the IRA’s 1st Battalion.
When not working for the
movement he would revert to a
social life sometimes with his
brothers, with whom he shares
a very strong bond, or .wnth not
necessarily republican friends. He
didn’t smoke and would be quiet
until he took a drink and then he
would become boisterous and
would serenade the stars before
taking on the RUC single-handed.

BARRACKS s

In November 1977 Bernard’s
came to an end.

'ree(;i:mNovember 12th he was

driving down the Whiterock Road

@ Gerard Fox, during the relatives’ dele-
gation to London last week

when the car failed at the junction
with the Falls Road. A British
army patrol rushed up to the car
but Bernard escaped. A girl pas-
senger in the car was charged with
possessing detonators, fuse wire
and incendiaries and she was re-
manded in custody.

Two weeks later soldiers raided
a community centre in Beech-
mount during a darts tournament
and arrested Bernard who gave a
false name and address. He was
taken to Springfield Road bar-
racks then to Castlereagh and fin-
ally to Dunmurry barracks where,
on the strength of an alleged ver-
bal statement, he was charged with
planning an attack on the Greenan
Lodge Hotel on October 25th
1977 when eight armed and
masked IRA Volunteers planted
three bombs which destroyed the
building. He was also charged with
possession of the explosive mater-
ials found in the car a fortnight
earlier.

When Mrs. Fox saw Bernard in
Dunmurry he had a black eye and
swollen nose, but true to character
he made no complaint.

“Nothing would ever get him
down,” says his mother. Remin-
iscing she says, “Years ago’l used
to trail the hair off him for com-
ing in drunk. He used to get up

next morning with a big smile on

the barricades

his face and say, ‘Mammy, could
you give me your odds (loose
change).” He would never hold
spite. If | saw him coming in
drunk now | wouldn’t shake him.
No.”

After being remanded in Crum-
‘lin Road jail, and then in the H-
Blocks, Bernard was sentenced on
February 21st 1979 to twelve
years for the hotel bombing and
five years concurrent for IRA
membership. In April he was in
the dock again on the charge re-
lated to the materials found in the
car.

Despite accepting responsibility
in order to clear the girl passenger
she was given an eighteen months’
suspended sentence (she had
already spent six months in Ar-
magh jail) and he was given
another twelve years.

BLANKET

Bernard immediately went on
the blanket and no-wash protest.
Mrs. Fox visited him throughout
this period and whatever her re-
servations about the IRA she has
stood by Bernard.

“I never went against anything
that Bernard believed in. Years
ago |/ said to him one day when he
was arguing with me, ‘If you get
yourself into trouble, not outside
that door will | go to see you.”
He said, Would you not, mam-
my?‘ and | said. ‘No. If you get
yourself into trouble you’'ll get
yourself out of trouble.”

““A couple of days later he said
to me, ‘Come here, | want you.
Do you remember what you said
to me the other day?’ | couldn’t
remember, but he reminded me.
‘You said if | got into trouble you
wouldn’t go outside the door to
look at me. Did you mean it?"

“lI said, ‘No, Bernard son, you
are always my son,” and he threw
his arms around me.”

Once during the no-wash pro-
test Mrs. Fox asked him to come
off the protest, do his time, and
get out. Bernard told her she
should not have come up if she
was going to ask him to do that.

“That’s that, | said, I’ll never
mention it again to him and if
he hadn’t have made me promise
before he went on hunger-strike

not to intervene /'m sure | would
have signed something.

“But he said to me, three
weeks before going on hunger-
strike, ‘Mammy, I’ll be going on
hunger-strike, you don‘t know
what jt’s like in here. | don’t
want you to do anything. Would
you promise me that?” ‘Yes
Bernard,” | said. ‘It’s your life
and whatever you want is al-
right with us.”

STRENGTH

Since Bernard Fox went on
hunger-strike his home has been
constantly visited by frienas and
neighbours offering their sym-
pathy. Mass cards for their in
tentions bedeck a small table
in the corner and the Foxes have
drawn great strength from kind
friends. (Simultaneously, British
soldiers have intensified their
patrolling of the neighbourhood
While Mrs. Fox was being in-
terviewed for this article a Royal
Marine Commando ran up to her
gate and kicked it open, breaking
the lock, before running off.)

Mrs. Margaret Doherty, mother
of the late Kieran Doherty who
died on hunger-strike in August,
visited Mrs. Fox last week.

“l was sitting crying,” says
Mrs. Fox, “because | had heard
that Bernard was having problems
holding down the drinking water,
when Mrs. Doherty came into the
house and introduced herself, |
said to her, ‘Mrs. Doherty when
1 look at you I'm really ashamed
of myself, for you, have lost your
son and | still have mine.” And
| said, ‘Look at the state I'm in.’

“And she said, * You wouldn't
be a mother if you werent
in that state. Bernard will give
you all the confidence you need.
For our Kieran gave it to us.
Where them boys get the courage
from is beyond me,”

When Mrs. Fox saw Bernard
on hunger-strike she was struck
and surprised by his serenity.
“He was so strong, confident and
positive that he was going to see it
through.., Bernard is our youngest
but there was always something
special about him,” said the
proud mother of a courageous son.
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THE continued development of
the hunger-strike campaign was a
feature of the last week in the
twenty-six counties, during which
activity on the street was mainly
restricted to the now regular main-
tenance of pickets, information
stalls, and vigils.

A new county action committee has
been formed in County Wicklow which
is now producing a newsletter and
beginning & county-wide publicity camp-
aign. As well as action groups in Bray
and Wicklow town, another local group
is being formed in Rathnew.

Galway's county committee has also
brought together its local action groups
from all over the county to a recent co-
ordinating meeting which was addressed
by Galway county councillor Frank
Glynn.

In County Longford new local action
groups have been formed in Mostrim and
Ballinalee.

In Sligo a new group has been formed
in Ballisodare.

In County Wexford a petition aimed
at elected representatives in the county
was formally launched on Saturday, 19th
September, calling on them to urge the
Coalition government to break off
diplomatic relations with Britain. Already
Wexford’s county council and four local
authorities have passed motions support-
ing the prisoners’ five demands.

Longford county council, at its
meeting last Monday, September 21st,
unanimously passed a motion in support
of the five demands.

Cavan county council, the previous
week, passed a motion of sympathy to
the family of Kieran Doherty, TD, and
went on to pass a second resolution con-
demning the Dublin government for not

being represented at his funeral.

In Monaghan town a petition cir-
culated in the Mullaghmatt estate, seek-
ing its re-naming as Kieran Doherty Park/
Pairc Ciaran O'Dochartaigh, has received
overwhelming support from the residents’
in the nearly two hundred houses. The
re-naming Is to be proposed by local
councillor Jim Lynagh at the next meet-
ing of Monaghan UDC.

A door-to-door canvass |s currently
underway in Sligo town infofming
people of the up-to-date situation on the
hunger-strike. Canvassers are reporting
strong criticism of the Dublin govern-
ment for its inaction on the issue.

There have also been reports of an
increase in_harassment of hunger-strike
campaigners. from the gardal. With
another five men charged in the Special
Criminal Court on Wednesday, 16th
September, there are now nineteen
people charged following the British
embassy riot in July.

In County Donegal a large number of
summonses have been issued to hunger-
strike activists, mainly for slogan-paint-
ing, and local action groups have com-
plained of an upsurge in general harass-
ment from gardai.

In Sligo gardai have, for the second
time, removed one hundred and fifty
black flags which had been attached to
telegraph poles by local campaigners.

Protest activity last weekend included
a ‘white-line’ picket by thirty people in
Monaghan town last Saturday, September
19th, and a similar picket the following
day by fifty people at Castleblayney on
the main Derry to Dublin road as fans
travelled to Dublin for the All-lreland
football finals.

At Leixlip, in County Kildare, on Sun-
day a picket lined the main road from
the west as fans travelled inwards and
outwards.

Dublin campaigners handed out leaf-
lets in Croke Park and took up a collect-

hunger'-strik'e....hunger-strike ....hunger-strike.... hun

® Black flag vigil in Darndale, Dublin, last Monday

ion, There were a number of hunger-
strike banners around the ground during
the match with one group taking up a
temporary position in the VIP section,
with hungerstrike posters. There was
also a brief intervention on the pitch
during half-time in support of the
hunger-strikers.

Last Saturday, September 19th,
about two hundred people attended an
indoor public meeting in Navan, County
Meath, which was addressed by Owen
Carron.

In Donegal town, on the same day,
local councillors Eddie Fullerton and
Anthony O'Malley Daly addressed a rally
which followed a march through the
town.

In County Kildare a twelve-hour
token fast was held outside Naas town
hall,

o X

TO JOIN Sinn Fein or to obtain Sinn ngn pub-
lications such as the recently produced fElre I_\Iua:,
The Social, Economic and Political Dimensions
and ‘Women in the New Ireland’, contact your Ipcal
cumann or head office, 44 Parnell Square, Dublin 1,
telephone: Dublin 726932.
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® One of the now familiar roadside pickets. This one was held in Drumcondra,
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® The H-Block information stall outside the GPO, in Dublin, has mm;i

from both Dubliners and tourists. The relay token

hunger-strikes ensure that the stall is manned twenty-four hours a day




THE past week has seen protests

across the six counties maintaining

broadly the same lwgl asin previous
weeks, though there is an increasing
endency for numbers to be suc-
cassively d-plnd: atendency which
can be reversed, given hard work and
_ where possible — original forms
of protest.

In two areas, at opposite ends of the
six counties, there are in the coming
week two separate’ and very different
focal points around which sound and
heartening H-Block campaign work can
be done.

The first is the campaign, in South
Armagh, to secure the election of Mr.
James McCreesh, father of the dead
hunger-striker Raymond McCreesh, to
Newry and Mourne district council.

The second focal pointis in Derry city.
where such work, and support from both
within Derry and beyond, is needed to
ensure a positive turn-out on two simul-
sneous marches being held to com-
memorate the thirteenth anniversary of
one of the first civil rights marches: in
Derry on October 5th, 1968,

Derry activists have already produced
an eight-page paper, 'Threshold’, which
covers the story of Derry’s repression
and resistance from 1968 to the present
day-

On Thursday week, September 17th,
ten members of the Derry hunger-trike
committee held a collection at William
Street/Waterloo Square. This collection
was repeated the following day.

The money raised is to be used to
help finance forthcoming marches in
Derry. These include, in particular,
the two demonstrations being held
simultaneously in the city on Sunday,
October 4th.

The first demonstration on_October
ath will be the National Women's
Assembly and cross-border march, with
buses leaving the Bogside in Derry at
1 p.m. to ferry supporters to the Muff
border. The march moves off at
1.30 p.m. towards the city, past Fort
George and Strand Road i i

@® The twenty-four-hour vigil held on

sonstown Road — pear the home of
hungerstriker Jackie McMullan — by
three members of the local action
committee, including Jackie's brother,
!VI-urico McMullan. On Saturday morn-
ing the protestors came under a barrage

+of insults from British soldiers who

kicked over a mock coffin and snatched
a tricolour.

On Saturday also, in the Kilwilkee
and Teghnevan estates in Lurgan,
County Armagh, about twenty mem-
bers of the two local H-Bluck com-
mittees gave out leaflets fron: i1 a.m.
1o 5 p.m. Signatures were also collected
on a petition in support of the five
demands. *

4In" Toome, on the County Derry
side, the weekly vigil, lasting twelve
hours, outside the Elk bar, continued.
Fifty people were involved.

In Derry city, the Youth against
Oppression group held a token hunger-
strike from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Also in

“Derry city, the Felons’ Association heid

centre, and meets up with the second
demonstration on the Craigavon_ bridge;
shortly after 3 p.m.

The second demonstration assembles
at the Waterside station in Duke Street
and follows the route of the 1968
demonstration, to the Diamond, where
speakers will include Eamonn McCann
(who was on the original march) and
Owen Carron. The organisers have ap-
pealed for as much support as possible,
from outside Derry, as well as from the
city itself.

Also on Thursday week, September
17th, in Toome, County Antrim, a
twelve-hour vigil was held outside the
O'Neill Arms hotel. Fifty people main-
tained the vigil throughout and their
numbers were swollen by several hundred
more as the vigil came to a clow_.

In  Dungannon, County Tyrone,

Rosaries continued to be held three
days a week, and in Coalisland, also in
the county, nightly protests outside the
local barracks, which have been main-
tained for a considerable time, continued.

Last Saturday, in Belfast, a twenty-
four-hour vigil was held on the Ander-

McCreesh or Thatcher?

the vacant seat, Mr. James McCreesh from Camlough,
father of the dead hunger-striker Raymond McCreesh.
The forthcoming election, therefore, is a straight
contest between SDLP candidate, Jack Mahon, and
independent anti-H-Block/Armagh candidate, James

NEXT Wednesday, September 30th, an im-
portant by-election is to take place in Area E
of the Newry and Moume district, to the
district council, which will partially act as a
barometer of nationalist feeling on the hunger-
strike crisis, especially as to whether the nation-
alist electorate in that area are critical of the
SDLP's failure to act decisively to end the

hunger-strike.

Following the resignation of Tommy Lynch, who
was elected to the district council as an independent
anti-H-Block candidate, the SDLP forced a by-election
in Area E by refusing to accept, as a co-option to fill

* a car

through all the

areas of the city, starting at 3 p.m.,
endiqg up where the Derry youths wer=
staging ' their token hunger-strike. At
4 p.m. a rally was held in front of the
monument commemorating  Bloody
Sunday, attended by one hundred
people.

Also on Saturday, members of the
Twinbrook action committee in west
Belfast staged a ‘white-line’ protest at
the entrance to the estate.

In South Ammagh, last Sunday,
several meetings were held outside
fifteen chapels as part of the campaign
to secure the election of Mr. James
McCreesh, father of dead hunger-striker
Raymond McCreesh, to Newry and
Mourne district council. Speakers in-
cluded Jim Gibney, Joe Austin, Bern-
adette McAliskey, Aidan Corrigan and
Kieran Nugent. Canvassing has taken
place throughout the past week, aided
by local H-Block action committees.

In Derry, canvassing was also taking
place, in the Creggan estate, where
about twenty members of the local
action group went from door to door.

In the Waterside area of Derry,

McCreesh.

Armagh Committee, is

Maurice McMallan, brother of hunger-striker

Area E is the main electoral ward in South Armagh,
and includes villages such as Camlough, Crossmaglen,
Forkhill and Silverbridge. The slogan of James Mc
Creesh’s campaign, which has been actively supported
by individual members of the National H-Block/
‘People of South Armagh,
McCreesh or Thatcher — the choice is yours'.

James McCreesh is standing for election on the

Jackie, is on the left

b aﬁ*’-""

Bishop Philbin’s residence last week

several hundred people turned out to a
torchlight procession and rally which
ended at Hollymount. In the Bogside,
at the same time, another torchlight
procession - was leaving the Bloody
Sunday monument, ending at Our Lady’s
Grotto in Brandywell.

Meanwhile in Belfast, the following
areas were picketing chapels and hand-
ing out leaflets: Divis Flats, Poleglass,
Beechmount, Twinbrook, Turf Lodge
and St. James’. At the same time, ten
members ©of the New Lodge hunger-
strike action committee went to the
Somerton Road house of Bishop Philbin
to hand in a letter of protest at the
attitude of the Irish Catholic hierarchy
to the hunger-strikers. The bishop was
not available, and a priest received the
letter in his place.

Ten of the
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Andersonstown Road last Saturday which was physically attacked by Brits.

WHATS ON

HUNGER-STRIKE
FUND-RAISING CONCERT
Music by Christy Moore & friends
8 p.m. Friday 25th September
Town Hall
DUNDALK
Admission £2.50

HUNGER-STRIKE
STUDENTS MEETING
All colleges invited
10 send representatives
1 p.m. Saturday 26th September
Students Union
Trinity College
DUBLIN
Enquiries to Dublin 747200

Organised by
Students against H-Block/Armagh

HUNGER-STRIKE MARCH & RALLY
2.30 p.m. Saturday 26th September
The Glen
WATERFORD CITY

HUNGER-STRIKE YOUTH MARCH
2.30 p.m. Saturday 26th September
St. Stephen’s Green
DUBLIN
March to GPO for rally

HUNGER-STRIKE TORCHLIGHT
MARCH

8 p.m. Saturday 26th September
z Church Square
MONAGHAN

HUNGER-STRIKE
FUND-RAISING SOCIAL
8 p.m, Saturday 26th September
Ryan’s Pub
Parnell St.
DUBLIN

@ Members of the New Lodge action committee hand in a protest letter to

which they handed in a letter of protest
to the local priest who said, however,
that he would not pray for the hunger-
strikers.

The Springfield action committee,
in west Belfast, also held a vigil outside
Clonard monastery. During the vigil
a ‘white-line’ picket took place.

On Monday, in Antrim, a public
meeting was held in the Loughkill area
from 8 p.m. to 9 p.m., attended by
about fifty people.

Throughout the last week, in Bel-
fast, all areas have been out collecting
thousands of signatures on a petition
calling on the SDLP to withdraw from
local councils and to stop talking to the
British government until the latter
grant "the prisoners’ five demands. Also
in Belfast last week, the youth com-

action committee in north Belfast held
a twelve-hour vigil and fast, on Sunday,
outside the Holy Child chapel, after

other

same basis — the prisoners' five just demands — as
elected prisoners’ representatives: the
Bobby Sands and Kieran Doherty; Paddy Agnew
and Owen Carron, His election agent, Joseph McElhaw,
chaired the graveside proceedings at the funeral of
Raymond McCreesh, in Camlough, last May.

Help is needed urgently for canvassing and for
car cavalcades, to ensure a prisoners’ victory in this
important by-election. Car cavalcades will be taking
place from this Saturday until next Tuesday, in-
clusively. Those wishing to help in any way should
contact James McCreesh’s election workers at Bess-
brook 838092, or (between 9 a.m. and midnight) his
election office in Main Street, Camlough.

mittee five days of pickets
outside secondary schools, and asked
students to sign a petition in support of
the prisoners.

late

Smash H-Block
Support the hunger-strikers!
Sunday 4th October

Derry City
Dublin Bus:
|eaves Parnell Sq. 9 a.m.

March to join main march

. Buses to assembly point leave
1 p.m. Pilot's Row Centre, Bogside

Women’s Cross-border March

Assemble 1.30 p.m. Muff border

Main March

Assemble 3 p.m. Duke Street
March over original route
to rally in the Diamond
Speakers include
Owen Carron and Eamonn McCann

HUNGER-STRIKE
FUND-RAISING SOCIAL
Music: Breige & River Road
plus guest artiste Patsy Farrell
Saturday 26th September
Crowenstown Inn
DELVIN
Co. Westmeath

SOCIAL NIGHT
Saturday 26th September
Brehony's Lounge
CLONDRA
County Longford
Proceeds to Owen Carron election fund

SINN FEIN MEETING
COMHAIRLE CUIGE MUMHAN
2.30 p.m. Sunday 27th September
HEL

Co. Tipperary
Two delegates to attend from each
comhairle ceantair.

HUNGER-STRIKE MARCH
7 p.m. Sunday 27th September
ANNAGRY
Co. Donegal

H-BLOCK CONCERT
Speakers include
Ruairi O’Bradaigh & prisoners’ relatives
Sunday 27th September
LISDOONVARNA |
Co. Clare

HUNGERSTRIKE MEETING
8 p.m. Wednesday 30th September
GAA Hall
RATHCOFFEY
North Kildare

CEILI IN AGHAIDH H-BLOC
9 p.m. Friday 2nd October
St. McCartan's Hall
MONAGHAN

HUNGERSTRIKE MARCH & RALLY
2 p.m. Saturday 3rd October
Assemble Balrothery Roundabout
Note change of assembly point
March to Fenian Plaque
TALLAGHT
Dublin

CHARITY CONCERT
Featuring the Freemen
Monday 5th October
St. Patrick’s Hall
DUNGANNON
Co. Tyrone
Admission £1.50
Organised by Sinn Fein

TRADITIONAL NIGHT
Music by Oul' Hand
8 p.m. Thursday 8th October
Pound Loney Club
BELFAST
Admission £1
Organised by
Lower Falls Commemoration Committee
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Abroad

THE hunger-strike campaign abroad
received a major publicity boost
this week in the form of long feature
articles in the most widely selling
American magazines, ‘TV Guide’
and “Life’,

The cover story of ‘TV Guide’,
which sells approximately forty million
copies each week, was entitled ‘The
Battle for Northern Ireland — how
television tips the balance’. The article
itself was a thirteen-page treatment of
international media coverage of the
hunger-strike.

It included a statement by a British
government spokesman in the United
States: “/ am very much aware that
the opinion in the United States is
severely against us. We have not enough
resources to cancel this very skilful
Pprogramme. American public opinion is
very important to us, but there is no
real interest in our side of the story in
the United States in general. American
politicians are for the North’s reun-
ification with the South of Ireland.”"

The prestigious ‘Life’ magazine did
an eight-page feature story interviewing
the families of the hunger-strikers.

The daily demonstrations in front of
the British consulate in New York
reached one hundred . and sixty-five
consecutive days last Wednesday, Sep-
tember 23rd. The previous Saturday
about one thousand demonstrators were
addressed by former blanket man John
Deery and state assemblyman Sean
Patrick Walsh.

Chicago and Boston also continue
their campaign of weekly protests in
front of the British consulates in those
cities.

Other demonstrations last weekend
were held in Detroit and San Francisco,
and a memorial Mass for the deceased
hunger-strikers in Connecticut received
television coverage.

Also in Connecticut, the Great
Hartford Labour Council and the Great
Hartford Construction Trades Council
have initiated a boycott against British
goods and services, and have expressed
their full support for the hunger-strikers.

Also in the United States, Belfast
republican Desmond Mackin, who was
arrested almost one year ago, whilst
campaigning there on behalf of the

Geneva

conference

A CONFERENCE of three hundred
del of

organisations  representing  indig-
enous nations from around the
world was held at the United
Nations building in Geneva last
week.

The conference, the second of its
kind at the United Nations, was con-
cerned with the problems of historic
peoples and cultural aroups in’ resisting
oppression and retaining their identities,

Among those taking part were Indian
nations in North, Central, and South
America, groups from Africa, Maoris,
Aborigines, Lapps, Carribean islanders
and Celtic peoples.

The conference
systematic  repression
practised against indigenous peoples
and pin-pointed  the multi-national
corporations as the plunderers of their
lands and natural resources.

Richard Behal of Sinn Fein’s Foreign
Affairs Bureau was in attendance at the
conference and received many ex-
pressions of support for the H-Block
hungerstrikers from the international
delegations.

At the end of the conference Behal
was arrested by Swiss police and de-
ported from the ‘neutral’ city. In spite
of a number of visits by him to Switzer-
land in recent years, he was informed
that there had been a ban on his entry
10 the country for the last six years.

The deportation follows the recent
attempt by Spanish authorities to
prevent  Bernadette McAliskey from
entering that country and is being
interpreted as a response to major
British pressure 1o counteract the inter-

condemned the
and  genocide

e.
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@ Outdoor display of hunger-s

H-Block/Armagh prisoners, has  been
refused bail by Supreme Justice Thurgood
Marshall.

Mackin is fighting an extradition
attempt by Britain and some weeks ago

appeared on the point of freedom
when federal magistrate Naomi Buchwald
ruled that the actions for which he is
wanted in Belfast are exempt from the
extradition treaty with Britain under

in the French newspaper, L'Humanité, in Paris ear!

this month

the ‘political offences exception’.

In spite of this success, Mackin has
remained in prison whilst the United
States government appeals on behalf
of Britain.

The federal court decision has
caused major embarrassment to. the
British government which is seen as
allowing ten prisoners to die on the very
issue of political status.

national propaganda effects of the
H-Block hungerstrike.
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Britain

DOMINATING hunger-strike actiy-
jty in Britain last weekend was
the visit to London by the one-
pundred-strong delegation of re-
latives of H-Block and Armagh
protesting prisoners led by Owen
Carron, MP.

The delegation arrived in London
on Thursday week, September 17th,
and at Heathrow airport three of its
members were arrested but were released
wwenty minutes later after Owen Carron
had refused to go through the entry
procedures until they were freed.

A press conference on Thursday
afternoon at the Conway Hall in the
centre of London drew major attention
from the media. The conference was
chaired by Lord Gifford and speakers
included Francis Hurson, a brother of
the dead hunger-striker Martin Hurson,
Michael McCloskey, whose brother Liam
is the leading hunger-striker, and the
mother of plastic-bullet victim Julie
Livingstone who also has two sons in
the H-Blocks. Owen Carron also spoke.

On Thursday evening, a rally followed
by a social was held at Camden Irish
Centre in north London and attracted
between six and seven hundred people,
The meeting was chaired by Richard
Balfe, Labour Party Euro-MP for London
South.

Speakers included Goretti McDonnell,
widow of hunger-striker Joe McDonnell;
Harry McHugh, a founder member of
the Federation of Irish Societies; and a
representative of the Pan-African Con-
gress.

Messages of support included ones
from Bishop Colin de Winter of Namibia
and from Yorkshire miners’ leader
Arthur Scargill.

Friday and Saturday were spent
lobbying a variety of groups and in-
dividuals in London.

On Friday, a petition signed by the
relatives was handed in to No. 10
Downing Street by a small group led by
Owen Carron calling on premier Margaret
Thatcher to accede to the prisoners’
demands. The main deputation were
stopped by police at the Whitehall
entrance to Downing Street and a few
counter-demonstrators  shouted abuse
and threw an egg at the relatives in a
minor incident.

On Friday evening, a meeting was
held in Caxton House, where the re-
latives met representatives of various
liberation movements including African,
Indonesian, Indian and Iranian con-
tingents: i
Chilean solidarity group.

Also on Friday evening, Goretti

Music was provided by a-

social functions being held by the
Fermanagh Association and the Wicklow
Association in the Irish Centre in north
London. And a large meeting-cum-
social organised by the Namibia support
group in Islington town hall was also
addressed by relatives.

On Sunday morning, vigils were
held outside Westminster Abbey and
Westminster Cathedral. About fifty
relatives formed a delegation to meet
Cardinal Basil Hume, the head of the
Catholic church in England and Wales.

However, he merely read to them
from a prepared statement in which he
offered no support and attempted to
link the relatives to responsibility for
‘the bloodshed of the last decade’. When
he had finished reading the relatives
left.

The delegation returned to Ireland
on Sunday afternoon..

During the three-day visit, groups
of relatives met with a wide variety of

S Shdndivi 5 f

McDonnell an at
South Bank Polytechnic which included
Labour Party councillors from south
London. And a social event in South
London Irish Centre was also addressed
by relatives.

On Saturday morning, street meetings
in Camden and Kilburn were addressed
by relatives, and they also took part in
a black flag vigil outside Downing
Street for two hours in the afternoon.

On Saturday evening, groups of
relatives met Camden councillors in
north London and Hackney councillors
at a social in Hackney Trades Hall in
east London. Other relatives were given
a good reception when they addressed

Amnesty International, the National
Council for Civil Liberties, several trade
unions, the Church of England Bishop
of London, the chaplain to the House
of Commons, Labour Party MP Ernie
Roberts, Labour councillors in London,
Manchester Coventry and Birmingham,
and Lord Fenner Brockway and Lord
Longford. They also visited a number of
foreign embassies in London and were
particularly well received at the Tan-
zanien, Cuban, Algerian, Iraqi and
Swedish embassies.

Owen Carron MP also had what was
described as a ‘friendly and positive
meeting with the National Executive
of the Labour Party.
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@ Relatives of the hunger-strikers and protesting prisoners mount a black flag vigil outside the residence of British premier
Thatcher in Whitehall




Andersonstown
Martyrs

THE men and women of the 1st Battal-
ion, Belfast Brigade, Gglaigh na hEireann,
who gave their lives for Irish freedom
during the present war were remembered
at the annual commemoration ceremony
in Milltown cemetery last Sunday, Sep-
tember 20th.

As the colour party made its way to
the republican plot, followed by the
Cathal Brugha band, many local veteran

_republicans mingled in silent tribute to
the fallen Volunteers.

The graveside ceremonies included a
decade of the Rosary in Irish, the read-
ing of the roll of honour, and the laying
of wreaths on behalf of the Andersons-
town Martyrs Commemoration Com-
mittee, the O'Carroll/Tierney Sinn Féin
cumann, and relatives and friends of the
fallen Volunteers.

The oration was given by Patrick
McCotter. He said: ‘T4 bréd an domhain
ormsa bheith anseo indiu chun omos a
thabhairt do laochra an cheid chathlain a
thug a raibh acu ar son na Poblachta’,

Pat quoted from Pearse’s oration at
the grave of O’Donovan Rossa and
pointed out that the definition of free-
dom spoken of by Pearse was that same
vision for which these Volunteers died,
whether inside or outside prison: the
thirty-two county socialist republic as
proclaimed in 1916.

The ‘Last Post” was played by Paul
Wilson, brother of blanket man Padraig.

KILDARE SINN FEIN

THE Frank Stagg Sinn Féin cumann
in Kildare town has been reorganised,
with the following officers elected:-
chair:  Brian McGeown; secretary:
Thomas McMahon; treasurer: Brian
Finnerty; organiser: Martin Carroll;
and PRO: John Kenna.

Anyone who wishes to join Sinn
Féin in the area should contact Tommy
McMahon, 2543 Woodside Park, Kildare,
or any other local Sinn Féin member.

MEATH SINN FEIN
A NEW Sinn Fein cumann has been
formed in the Kentstown/Duleek area of
County Meath. It is named the Larry
Grogan/Sean South cumann. Anyone
wishing to join it should contact Jimmy
Lynch of Kentstown.

SLIGO SINN FEIN

AT a recent meeting of Sinn Fein in
County Sligo, chaired by Sinn Féin
vice-president  Daithi O’Connaill, the
following county executive was elected:
Gerry Bellew (Sligo); Sean McGoldrick
and Paddy Keirns (Riverstown); John
Murtagh (Tubbercurry); and Tom Love
(Sligo), secretary.

Anyone wishing to join Sinn Féin
in the county should contact Tom
Love, at 41 St. Edward’s Terrace, Sligo,
or any other executive member.

WATERFORD SINN FEIN

A NEW officer board of the Cathal
Brugha Sinn Féin cumann in Waterford
city has been elected: — chair: Joe
Cummings; secretary: Donal  Barry;
treasurer: David English; PRO: Ray
Coady; and election officer: John
Dunphy.

THE BALLAD OF BOBBY SANDS
THE Ballad of Bobby Sands is a single
record produced by the Dublin City
Ramblers on the Dolphin Records label,
which also includes ‘Farewell gallant
comrades’ and ‘The woman cried’,

It is available from the Book Bureau,
44 Parnell -Square, Dublin 1, at a price,
including postage, of £1.75. Bulk and
foreign rates are available on request.

THE Coalition’s Minister for Justice,
Jim Mitchell, seems to have made his
mark in that office very quickly. His
actions so far, however, have had the
same flavour about them.

In the short period since taking up control
of ‘security’ in July, Mitchell has had a cosy
meeting with the leaders of the UDA and has
now released the Littlejohn brothers.

Meanwhile, reporters who gave detailed
descriptions of the vicious garda assaults on
helpless victims at the British embassy riot are
still waiting to be interviewed with a view to
the prosecution of the gardai concerned, along
with the nineteen men so far brought before
the Special Criminal Court on special charges
for which they face maximum sentences of
twenty years.

Don't hold your breath.

e

And whilst we are on about the Little-
johns, how about these two headlines on the
day they were released:- the ‘Evening Herald’:
‘Minister Deports Littlejohns’; and the ‘Even-
ing Press”: ‘Littlejohn Spies Set Free’. Well
they say there are two sides to every story.

e

A prominent Louth publican, who also
holds the contract for emptying the dustbins
all over the county, was away from home the
other weekend and indulging in a bit of mild
boasting. z

Apparently the dustbin contract from
Louth county council is worth £150,000 to
him, plus more money whenever there is a rise
in the price of petrol. He only employs twelve
men and claims never to have paid more than
£1,000 for any of the four trucks used in the
collection.

Sounds like the local authority could make
a big saving by organising the job themselves.

By the way, he just-had one complaint.
The twelve men he employs are ‘H-Block to a
man’ and have stopped work for the day for
each of the ten funerals. Maybe they will be
stopping work soon for a bigger share of the
one hundred and fifty grand as well?

But the public funds spent on the Louth
dustbins are chicken-feed when it comes to
the profit to be made by individual land-
owners. Re-zoning of land for housing and in-
dustrial use has given the Jones brothers,
Gerry and Christopher, profits of £15 million
courtesy of a Dublin county council vote.

More re-zoning votes have recently added
another £100 million to the value of land in
private ownership, most of these in defiance
of the views of council planning officials.

The Fianna Fail connection appears to be
a strong link in this profiteering. Gerry Jones
is a close confidante of Charles Haughey, who
himself is reputed to have made his fortune in
the same way. Other Fianna Fail backers on
this gravy train with Haughey were the other
Dublin building brothers, the G

@ Even at the height of last July’s British embassy riot one garda appears to have kept enough presence

of mind to collect some useful evidence

his buddies on the Dublin county council re-
zoned land he owns in Lucan. But the outcry
which followed brought a strong possibility
that the decision will be reversed, and the bad
publicity also contributed to Lawlor losing
his seat at the last election.

And don’t tell me that Gerry Jones is a reg-
ular H-Block marcher and supporter. | know
he is. But that’s a broad-based single issue
campaign; it does not exclude political criticism
between those involved — remember?

wes

Just arrived in the office for review is a
book entitled ‘Terror in Ireland’ by a char-
acter with the unbelievable name. of Edgar
O’Ballance. O’Ballance has apparently churned
out some twenty other books as an apologist
for imperialism in the Middle East, Korea,
Vietnam and so on. This one on Ireland is no
exception.

The book is so blatant in its pro-Brit pro-
paganda that it almost becomes farcical. The
RUC are ‘much- smeared the British army
have ‘cond magnificently’,

Last year, then Fianna Fail deputy, Liam
Lawlor, almost pulled off a similar coup when

and the Peace People ‘remain a prominent
organisation’ (although Cairan (sic) McKeown

shows ‘marked support for the Republican
cause’!)

Most
September 1981, the most dynamic issue of
the decade — the H-Block crisis — is hardly
mentioned.

For error-spotters the book is an absolute
delight, with a mistake at least every five
pages. O’Ballance is apparently unaware of
IRA claims for the executions of Mountbatten
and the British ambassador, and for operations
on the European continent; and speculates
stupidly about who might have done them.
Yet he finds no problem attributing the Dub-
lin bombs to the IRA.

In the press release boosting this hopeless
publication, we are told that ‘important dis-
closures’ in the book include the naming of
the current Chief of Staff of the IRA.

But before your curiosity gets the better
of you, balance (or o’ballance) this information
against an earlier part of the book where we
are repeatedly told that-the IRA Chief of
Staff from 1926 through the ‘thirties was
Seamus Twomey.

A precocious infant indeed!

Spohken Irish course

THANKS
THE H-BLOCK APPEAL FUND wish to
thank Sinn Fé&in (Britain) for their
regular donations.

RAFFLE RESULTS
THE result of the raffle at the fund-
raising social at 44 Parnell Square,
Dublin, on Saturday 19th September
was:- 1st prize: Christy Byrne, Cabra;

_2nd prize: Micky Kelly, Ballymun.

The result of the Belfast H-Block
ballot is that the winning ticket was a
white one, no. 243, and the winner was
Barbara Burns of Beechmount.

to be

speak lIrish,
It will be

lies.
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‘Anois is Aris’ will comprise
three essential parts:
1) A twenty-minute . weekly
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on RTE 2.
in November.

television series on RTE 1, repeated

2) A complementary radio series
on Radio 1, repeated on Radio 2.

3) A fully-illustrated book re-
inforcing, chapter by chapter, each
weekly step of the broadcasts.

It is hoped that study groups
will be set up. Conradh na Gaeilge,
Cumann Luthchleas Gael and Bord
na Gaeilge will be co-operating in
the establishment of these groups.
Many of the evening classes will 215t

be joining in the course.
For advice on study groups in

AFTER many years of neglect RTE has finally given in t0 55y |ocality, contact either the
continuous pressure from Irish language groups and will begin
in the near future to broadcast a course in spoken Irish. This
victory, after many years of protest will encourage Irish speakers
to press for a proper service in Irish.

‘Anois is Aris’ is the title of a
first stage course in spoken Irish
launched
The course is intended for those
who have never been able to
or whose ' spoken
Irish is rusty or almost forgotten.
particularly  helpful
for parents of school-going fami-

local Adult Education Organiser or
Bord na Gaeilge, 7 Merrion Square,
Dublin 2.

The book for the course is now
available in some shops. It costs
£2.88 and is well worth the money.

*Anois is Aris’ will be trans-
mitted on television on RTE 1
every Wednesday at 6.30 p.m.
starting on November 11th, and on
RTE 2 every Monday at 8.45 p.m.
starting on November 16th; and, on
radio, on Radio 1 every Sunday
at 2 p.m. starting on November
15th, and on Radio 2 every Saturday
at 8 p.m. starting on November



Solidarity Greetin

LLE, Gerry, (H-Block). Soytn

CARVI Chalrle Ceantalr, Sinn P in,

Do¥s solldarity greetings to  Gerry

@rviile at present on hunger-strike In
-B10/

"';,':mam. Kevin. (H3-Block). soiy.

aarity greetings, Kevin, on completing

year on the blanket on September
;’"m From your loving father, mother
4na prothers.

H, Johni MGCURTY,
ao::f_. Aldy; PICKERING,
'.‘4‘-8!00‘)' Solldarity greetings to Joh
( m, Aldy and John, and a speciai
Limaay wish to the two Johns. “It is
[ who can Inflict the most but

Llam;

ot tney
\°ase who can endure the most who will
lm"qu"_,, Venceremos. From Patricia

ind Bernard Downey.

. Damien. (H4-8lock). Soll-
darity greetings, Damien, on

John,,

are those who hun
9er fo
bless you ana an i b'r Justice. Goa

From " your  jovin
9 slster Josle, UTR.
:rl;:""!.:om your loving sister Nel)
n-law Martin and family; and

your si;
and chamer Nancy, brother-in-law Charile

Ie Junior,
MeCULLOUGH, Terr
5 Y 'Pee Wee', .
Block), Congratulations, , Terer, eioh

@mp. Victory U an
d your b
Comrades. From the O'Brien family, S

:':i:(JLLOUGH, Terry ‘Pee Wee', (H5-
Commoie’ M Proud of you, my brave
R on completing four years
o M:mt:‘l'n::u. Keep up your heart,
m&-elom). Il be yours. From Seamus
CULLOU: T
Block)- "CUGH, Terry pee w,

HS5-
J on

Gn% year on the blanket on September
22nd. From your loving mother, brother

and sister

OUGH, Terry '‘Pee Wee'. (H5.

MecCUL ¥
glock). Solldarity greetings to our dear

on completing four years
nket on September 21st,
God bless Ireland’s blanket men, make
thelr_burden Iight to bear, the' world
will know the blanket Is the noblest
uniform to wear. Dear mother of God
wrap your blue mantie around my son
and all his brave comrades In the hell
hote of H-Block. Always In the thoughts
and prayers of your loving mum and dad.
McCULLOUGH, Terry ‘Pee Wee'. (H5-
Block). Congratulations, Terry, on com-
Dleting four years on the blanket protest
b1 September 21st. Freedom and Justice
|s hard won but with courage and
getermination we shall overcome. Blessed

n, Terry,
S'the bla

completing four v,
protest on
In a du
see

erry,

rs on the blanket
September 21st. You Ile
eon dark and bare, and ne
Ight of day. You En
50 she says you have to
loving sister Rosle ana

Terry ‘Pee Wee'. (H5-
on com-

an: your heart stirred
rom

Phlllp (H-Block). UTP, ey
McCULLOUGH, Terry ‘Pee Wee'. (H5-
Block). Congratulations, ‘Pee Wee on
completing four years on‘ the blanket
on September 21st. ““I'l| wear no con-
Vvict's uniform, nor meekly serve my
time, that Britain might make Ireland’s

Y

on  nhunger-strl UTP, From
your loving sister Margaret, brother-
In-law Patsy, nephews, and nieces.

MECULLOUGH, Terry ‘Pee Wee', (H5-
Block). | am very proud of you today
for having completed four years on the

blanket. Keep your chin up. From
Kevin Montgomery.
McGEOWN, Gerard. (H6-Block). Soll-

September 22nd. “They may have you
In thelr keeping, but | have you In my
heart." Thinking of you always, from
your loving flances Ann, ?
O'BRIEN, Seamus. (H5-BlocK). -Con-
gratulations, Seamus, on completing
four years ‘on the bianket. From Mr.
and Mrs. McCullough and family.
O'BRIEN, Seamus. (H5-Block). We salute
Yyou, gallant brother, on completing four
years on the blanket protest.
beside you and all your brave comrades
From your brothers

ight hupdred years of crime.”
Thinking of you always. Victory to the
gallant hunger-strikers and - to your
comrades on the blanket. From mother
and father.
O'BRIEN, Seamus. (H5-Block). Con-
gratulations, Seamus, on completing
four years on the blanket protest.
God bless you and all your comrades.
UTP. Love from brother Dermot,
Lucy, and family.

BIRTHIDAY GREBETYNGS

BRADLEY, Martin. (H6-Block). Many

happy returns on your birthday, Martin.-

Keep your spirlts up, as victory will be
yours. God biess, love mum and dad.

BRADLEY, Martin. (H6-Block). All the
pest on your birthday. They may lock
you away, deny you your rights, but
Ireland's true son will continue to fight.
Love Isobel and John.

BRADLEY, Martin. (H6-Block). Sin-
cerest good wishes to you. Martin on
your birthday, ‘and to all your com-
rades on your resistance to Britain's
criminalisation policy. Though separated
by three thousand miles of sea we stand

by you In your struggle to be free.
Love Marle, AJ and Sean, Georgina,
UsA.

BRADLEY, Martin. (H6-Block). All the
pest on your birthday. Keep the spirits
up, Martin., From Joe, Bridie and family;
Rita, Liam and family.

BRADLEY, Martin. (H6-Block). All the
pest, Martin, on your birthday. It-does
not take a special day to bring you to
my mind, for a day without a thought of
you Is very hard to find. Lots of love,
Cathy.

BRADLEY, Martin, (H6-Block). All the
vest, Martin, on your birthday. No-one
could be prouder than we are of you
today, and this message comes to tell

You we're behind you all the way. Love
Helen, Martin, Ronan, Alsling, and Eoln.

BRADLEY, Martin. (H6-Block 2
wishes on your birthday, Mlvlln’. “IBIQSI:
not those who can Inflict the most, but
those who can endure the most who. wii
uitimately triumph.” Love Charlle and
Margaret.

BRADY, Martin. (Long Lartin, England).
Many happy returns on your birthday,
Martin. You are always In our thoughts
and prayers. We wlil have a drink for you.
Victory . to the hunger-strikers. UTP.
From the McDonnell famlly.

BRADY, Martin. (Long Lartin, England).

Happy birthday, Martin. We never forget.

you and all the POWs in English jalls.
*They have you In their keeping, we have
you In our hearts.” Thinking of you
today and every day. UTP. All our

love, Elleen and Patsy McMullan and
family.
LAVERTY, John Henry. (H5-Block).

Happy birthday, Sean. From mum, dad,
brothers, sisters and all your. friends
around Toome.

LAVERTY, John Henry. (H5-Block).
Wishing you a very happy birthday, Sean.
From your brother Seamus (Magilligan).
McKENNA, Brendan. (Crumlin Road).
Happy birthday, Brendan. From Micky,
Treasa and family.

MCcKENNA, Brendan. (Crumlin Road).
Happy birthday, Brendan, Lots of love
from mum and Carmel.

MCKENNA, Brendan. (Crumliin Road).
Happy birthday, Brendan. From Eoin
and Marlan.

McKENNA, Brendan. (Crumlin Road).
Happy birthday, Brendan. Wishing you
all_the best. All our love, from your
loving wife Mena, and daughters Deirdre
and Rolsin,

McKENNA, Brendan. (Crumlin Road).
Happy birthday, Brendan. Wish you
many happy returns. From Mollle and

MCKENNA, Brendan. (Crumlin Road).

Greetings to you on your birthday,
Brendan. From Carol, Gerard and
family.

~McKEOWN, Laurence. (Musgrave Park
Hospital). Wishing you a very happy
birthday. From the Toome/Creggan
RAC.

O'CONNOR, Eilis. (Armagh). Happy
birthday, Eilis. You're getting oul’,

ker. Hal Ha! We're looking forward
Ng - you next month. XXXXX.
Geordle, Mick, Euge, George and Kevin
(POWs, Portlaoise prison).

O'CONNOR, Eilis. (Armagh). Happy
twenty-first (plus VAT?), Eills. Thank
God its your Jast Inside. See you next
month. Jean, Patsy, Pat, Seamus, Nancy
and Sinead.
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IN MEMORIAM

BRYSON, James. (8th Anniversary). In

proud and loving memory of Vol. James
Oataigh na

Bryson, Brigade,

hEireann,

renegade  Irish

22nd 1973.

to thy br

for thee.” Always remembered by his

granny, aunt Joan, and family.

BRYSON, James. (8th Anniversary). In

proud memory of our dear unclg, Vol.

James Bryson, Belfast Brigade, Oglaigh

na hEireann, mur, renega

Irishmen. Died September 22nd 1973.

Remembered always by nephews
rd and Blily, and nieces

Belfast

James_Bryson, Belfast Brigad
na hEireann, who was murdered by
renegades. Died September 22nd 1973.
No words are needed, we'll never forget.
Mary Queen of the Gael pray for him.
Always remembered by his loving sisters,
Jean and Margaret, and familles.
BRYSON, James. (8th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of my brother,
Yol. James Bryson, Belfast Brigade,
glaigh na hEireann, who was murdered
by renegade rishmen. Died September
22nd 1973. Always remembered by his
brothers,Bobby and Albert, and families.
BRYSON, James. (8th y). In

REILLY, Jim. (1st Anniversary). The
committes and members of the Sinn
F@in cumann In west Hertfordshire
remember with pride the late Jim Rellly,
former chalrman of Luton Sinn Fein,
whose anniversary occurs on_S¢ ber
26th. Go ndéanna Dia trbcaire ar a
anam.

REILLY, Jim. (ist Anniversary). In
loving memory of my dear friend Jim,
who dled on September 26th 1980.
Always remembered and sadly missed by
Ellish Carlisle.

REILLY, Jim. (1st Anniversary). In
loving memory of our friend and com-
rade Jim, “Ireland unfree shall never be

3t peace.” Always remembered by
Frankle Higgins (H5) and Gerald Rooney
(Portiaoise).

REILLY, Jim. (Ist Anniversary). In

loving memory of our good friend Jim.
Mary Queen of the Gael Intercede on
his behalf. Never forgotten by the
Higgins family circle.

REILLY, Jim. (Ist Anniversary). The
Sinn Féin POW Department in Britain
remember with pride thelr comrade and
friend, Jim. We continue to strive for the
goal to which you tirelessly dedicated
your life. United we will succeed.

REILLY, Jim. (lst Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Jim Rellly,
Luton Sinn Féin, and Home Countles
organiser, who died In hospital on Friday
26th September 1980. Jim was a life-

proud and loving memory of my uncle,
Vol. James Bryson, Belfast Brigade,
glaigh na hEireann, who died on
September 22nd 1973, murdered by
renegade Irishmen. Always

ng y fighter
who worked right up to the moment of
his death, His d was a great 0ss to
both can Movement and to

By Al, Dolores, and baby Genna.
BRYSON, James. (8th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of our son,
Vol. James Emerson, Bryson, Belfast
Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann, who died
on September 22nd 1973, murdered by
renegade Irishmen. Mary Queen of the
Gael pray for him. Mass offered. Always
remembered by his mother and father.
BRYSON, James. (8th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of my brother,
Vol. James Bryson, who died on
September 22nd 1973, murdered by
renegade Irishmen, Mary Queen of
Ireland pray for him. Always missed and
remembered by Teasy, Micky and
family, Australla.

GLYNN, Sean. (45th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Volunteer
Sean Glynn, who died in Arbour Hill
prison on September 13th 1936.
Remembered with pride by Limerick
Sinn Féin comhairle ceanntair.

REILLY, Jim. (ist Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of my friend
JIm, who died on September 26th 1980.
“Life springs from death, and from the
graves of patrlot men and women spring
living nations.” Mary Queen of Ireland
pray for him. Always remembered by his
friend Patsy Hickey (Long Kesh).
REILLY, Jim. (1st Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of our friend

the Repu
the British working class. He will
be as a

and
socialist. The RCG, London, salutes his

REILLY, Jim. (1st Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Jim Rellly,
Sinn Fein (Britain), who djed on
September 26th 1980. Chaith se a shaol
2g obalr ar son saoirse an lucht olbre
agus saolrse mulintir na hEireann. Always
remembered by the workers of Green
Cross ‘73.

REILLY, Jim. (Ist Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of a loyal and
steadfast  comrade, Jim  Rellly.
Remembered with pride and affection
by al members of the Terence
MacSwiney Sinn Féin cumann, west
London.

QUIGLEY, Jimmy. (9th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol.
Quigley, Belfast Brigade, Gglaigh
Ireann, who was shot dead while
on actlve service duty on September
29th 1972. Thug s& a shaol 6g ag trold
agus ag obair ar son saoirse muintir na
hEireann. Never forgotten by his friends
and comrades In the Beifast Brigade.

QUIGLEY, Michael. (9th Anniversary).
in proud ‘and loving memory of Vol.
Michgel Quigley, Derry Brigade, Oglaigh
na hEireann, who was killed In action on
17th 1972. Always remember-

Jim, who died on 26th 1980.
Mary Queen of lIreland pray for him.
Always remembered by his friend Mrs.
Hickey and family.

ed by Derry Sinn F&in Comhairle Ceantair
and cumainn. “They may kill the revolut-
lonary, but never the revolution.”

Sympéfhy

BOLAND. The Sean Tracey Sinn Féln
cumann, Tipperary, offer most sincere
sympathy to the wife and family of the
late Andy Boland. Mary Queen of the
Gael pray for him,
HAUGHJON. Dublin Battalion, Na
Flanna Eireann, deeply regrets the tragic
and sudden  death of Mrs. Mary
Haughton, mother of Adam, and extends

our most heartfelt sympathy to- his
family and friends.
HAUGHTON. Na Fianna Eireann

extends its deepest sympathy to our
comrade and friend Adam on the death
of his mother Mrs. Mary Haughton. Ar
dheis D& go ralbh a h-anam dffis.
HAUGHTON. Comhairle Atha Cilath,
Sinn F&in extends deepest sympathy
to Adam Haughton on the death of his
mother.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

HUGHES. The famlily of the late Ned
Hughes wish to sincerely thank Monaghan
Sinn Féin Comhairle Ceantalr, the John
Green Sinn Féin cumann Castleblayney,
H-Block/
committee, Carrickmacross and Castle-
blayney H-Block/Armagh committees,
the republican guard of honour and
comrades in Long Kesh for thelr Mass
cards and floral tributes. The holy
sacrifice of the Mass will be offered
for all their intentions.
LYNCH. The father, mother, brothers
and sisters of the late Kevin Martin
Lynch, RIP, wish to sincerely thank
les in Long Kesh, Armagh
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HAUGHTON. The Wolfe Tone Sinn F&in
cumann extends deepest sympathy to
Adam Haughton on the death of his
mother.

HAUGHTON. The members of the
Dorothy Maguire Sinn Féin cumann,
the Billy Reid slua of Na Flanna Eireann,
and An Cumann Cabhrach, Walkinstown,
extend our most sincere sympathy to
our friend and comrade Adam, and his
family, on the recent death of his mother.
May she rest in peace.

O'BRIEN. Limerick Sinn F&in Comhairle
Ceantair extends deepest sympathy to
Johnny O'Brlen on the recent death of
his sister.

THE  IRISH NORTHERN AID
COMMITTEE extends sympathy to the
familles and comrades of the deceased
hunger-strikers and pledges continued
support for the participating hunger-
strikers In their sacrifice and the validity
of thelr struggle.

Portlalose, and all other prisons through-
out Ireland and Britain for their |etters,
Mass cards, telegrams, and floral wreaths.
The holy sacrifice of the Mass will be
offered for their intentions.

QUIRKE. The family of the late Cathe-
rine Quirke wish to express their sin-
cerest thanks to all the republican
POWs In Portlacise prison, and their
families, for the kind messages of sym-
pathy in their recent sad bereavement
and in particular for their kindness to
Kevin McGrogan (Portlaoise). Trusting
this wlill be accepted by all in grateful
appreclation. The holy sacrifice of the
Mass will be offered for their intentions.
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THATCHER

SDLP hypocrisy expesed as secret meetings revealed

L BY PETER ARNLIS

THE path well-trodden by
assistant Long Kesh prison
chaplain, Fr. Denis Faul, of
attacking the hunger-strike
and spreading demoralisation
and defeatism has opened up,
as predicted, a gap for the
cornered SDLP leadership to
escape through.

After a party think-in held
in Donegal last weekend, SDLP
leader John Hume launched a
vicious attack on the National
H-Block/Armagh Committee.

To date all nationalist critics of
the hunger-strike, be they in the South
or the North, have expediently held
the prisoners above criticism as they
are unassailable in the eyes of the
nationalist people who recognise them
as courageous heroes.

Instead critics have attempted to
undermine the hunger-strike by attack-
ing the IRA or Sinn Fein, by upholding
the myth that the hunger-strike is
somehow directed and manipulated
from outside the prison.

Then came the moral assault on
distressed relatives by Bishop Daly
and a host of clerics who were so
fulsome in their praise of Mrs. Cath-
erine Quinn (who sanctioned medical
intervention for her son Paddy) that
by implication they were dangerously
close to creating a new ‘mortal sin’ on
the souls of those relatives who
withstood the moral blackmail and
did not sanction intervention for
their sons or husbands.

LULL

Since Pat McKeown was taken off
hunger-strike on August 20th there
has been a lull in the hunger-strike
campaign as it has been some weeks
before Liam McCloskey has come
close to death, followed by the weekly
threat of further hunger-strikers’
deaths.

In this period the Irish establish-
ment has consolidated its resistance
to putting effective diplomatic,
political and moral pressure on the
British, in the hope that the hunger-
strike will collapse.

Thus, Free State premier Garret
FitzGerald refused to meet Owen
Carron, MP, and the SDLP refused to
withdraw from the council chambers,
The continued silence of Cardinal
O Fiaich on the issue has been made
more deafening given his hypocritical
outbursts attacking recent |IRA oper-
ations, while the plastic bullet war of
the Brits and RUC goes unchallenged
as does the sectarian assassinations of
innocéent Catholics by the legal
loyalist paramilitary body, the UDA.

MIRROR

John Hume must have been looking
in the mirror when he ridiculously
described the National H-Block/
Armagh Committee as ‘lacking in
credibility’. But, it was his linking
the committee to the IRA and INLA,
which he described as being ‘con
stituent parts’, which (in view of
recent loyalist killings and past assass-

® Owen Carron MP, at Thatcher’s Downing Street residence on Friday week, 18th September, followed
by Michael McCloskey (/eft), brother of hunger-striker Liam; Gerard Fox, brother of hunger-striker Bernard;
and Francis Hurson (right) brother of one of the dead hunger-strikers, Martin — being informed by one of
Thatcher’s aides that the Brit premier refuses to see them

inations of committee members) drew
a sharp call from the committee for
him to substantiate the reckless charge
or withdraw.

As the committee pointed out,
these objections — raised now to
excuse the SDLP from taking action —
were never raised by the SDLP, or
its leader, before in meetings between
them, or by executive member Paddy
Duffy who attended the recent
Dundalk conference.

Owen Carron, MP, in attacking the
SDLP, said: “The SDLP has never,
during their existence as a party, stood
up to the British government on any
jssue involving Irish sovereignty. On
the contrary they have involved
themselves in every Brirish-inspi(ed
scheme aimed directly at perpetuating
the partition of the country.”

SECRET

Owen went on to say that the
SDLP never raised these objections
during meetings held with H-Block
campaign leaders or with Sinn Fein.
The latter reference was to a series
of hitherto secret meetings held
between republicans and SDLP leaders
to discuss nationalist politics in the

last few months of 1980 and other
meetings to discuss the hunger-strike.

Joe Austin and Danny Morrison
met Seamus Mallon and Sean McEvoy,
chairman of Newry and Mourne
district council, twice in Dundalk;
the two republicans later met Mallon
in Belfast in December; and Martin
McGuinness and Danny Morrison met
party leader John Hume, at his
request in Derry on Boxing Day
1980.

However, the SDLP attack on the
National H-Block/Armagh Committee
and their attempts to put a brave
face on the outcome of their week-
end conference are, according to
reliable sources close to the SDLP, a
cover-up for a seriously demoralised
party, worried about the republican
electoral threat and split over its
publicly 'perceived attitudes to the
hunger-strike which some members
recognise as contributing to its loss
of support.

PRIOR
The lIrish establishment, of which
the middle-class SDLP is the Northern
political expression, has withstood
(but at a cost) all pressures to act
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B SEAMUS MALLON
deputy SDLP leader, met republicans in
Dundalk and Belfast

J in a radical fashion against the Brits,

in the vain hope that appeals to
British rationale would elicit a set-
tlement to the hunger-strike.

Their main hope now lies in the
appointment of James Prior as
direct-ruler. Last Thursday he des-
cended on the H-Blocks for three
hours to see conditions for himself
and  would make no comment
afterwards. Prior has also spent
this last week receiving the various
native chieftains up at Stormont
castle, snoring over their pleas and
unwanted remedies.

But Prior has attracted attention
for his statement upon being thrust
into the Stormont bunker that he
would stake his political reputation

on achieving ‘success’ — that is,
stabilising the North. He has a re-
putation as a negotiator, but his
exact working, political relationship
with Thatcher and his brief on the
North are not yet clear.

PANORAMA

The political and military costs
of the hunger-strike to the Brits,
Free Staters and SDLP were evalu-
ated in a BBC television documentary
‘Panorama’, last Monday evening. The
team spent six weeks researching the
programme and concluded that high
calibre IRA recruitment has been
doubled, Irish-American sympathy
and support for the republican cause
has multiplied, and that the Republican
Movement has made massive political
gains.

Peter Taylor, who presented the
programme, examined the IRA’s
current training manual and said
that the IRA emerge as ‘an organised
and disciplined guerrilla force’. The
IRA's strategy — long-term revolution-
ary war, which was announced in the
autumn of 1978 —isnow complemented
by the necessary, political conversion
and alienation of wide sections of
the nationalist people.

Loyalists subsequently attacked the
programme as ‘IRA propaganda’,
but all -that the programme did
was paint reality: how the continu-
ation of the British government's
criminalisation and inflexibility on
the hunger-strike is having the exact
opposite effect to that originally
intended.
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