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! THE Christmas issye of ‘An Phoblacht/Republican  office at 44 Parnell Square, or our Belfast office at
! News’ will be iaublished on Thursday 17th 51/53 Falls Road, by post or by hand, or by tele-|

December. (There will be no issue of the paper on  phoning Dublin 747611 or Belfast 46841, on or E

Thursday 24th December.) before Saturday 12th December, which — it should
Christmas greetings for republican prisoners to be  be noted — is only a fortnight this Saturday.

inserted in this issue should reach either our Dublin

ﬁuwwwwmwﬂ%&w%uw%wu%%ww; ® Enniskillen, Monday. Uniformed RUC man looks on fraternally as para-
military Third Force organise road blockade

RUC,UDR, & Third Force pose
deadly threat to nationalists

/iree forces
fraternise

doubt about the loyalist
sympathies of the RUC and
the UDR, last Monday's
Paisley-led ‘day of action’
must have been an eye-
opener.

But for nationalist people
i the occupied = six
counties, the fraternisation
between hooded and uni-
formed, and in some cases
armed, members of Paisley’s
Third Force and the first
and second forces, the RUC
and UDR, only confirms
the sectarian nature of the
six-county statelet, reminds
them of the impossibility of
reforming it, and reinforces
the necessity of destroying
its sponsor in lIreland,
British imperialism, while
maintaining a defensive
readiness.

BBC television cameras, last
Monday, filmed a hooded and
uniformed loyalist standing
at an ‘illegal’ street barricade,
chatting to and exchanging
jokes with a UDR patrol. And,
in Enniskillen, the RUC jointly
patrolled the centre of the
town with masked loyalists
and asked these loyalists for
their permission to allow
emergency vehicles through.

In  Newtownards several
thousand uniformed loyalists
d marched into the town on

Newtownards, Monda, er Third Force on the march, unhindered, Monday night in military
undoubtedly hold dual membership with the UDR or RUC
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formation, some carrying side-
arms, and, in Derry, masked
and armed RUC and UDR
men were claimed to have
Participated in a Third Force
Parade on Tuesday night.

INVASION

In nationalist areas a street
barricade becomes the object
of a British army invasion;
hooded or uniformed men
are arrested or shot for wear-
ing ‘illegal’ uniforms; and
protesting men, women and
children are driven off the
streets by saracens and plastic
bullets.

While the fascist-like Third
Force has made appearances in
several towns and set up
‘illegal” road-checks, British
forces have been sealing off
and searching nationalist dist-
ricts, and, in two instances
in Belfast, seizing badly need-
ed weapons for defence,

The oppressed nationalist
people of the North, whose
struggle for justice is a radical
threat to British imperialism,
loyalism, and the Irish estab-
lishment, are being squeezed
from all sides to surrender and
throw their fate to British
‘good-will’, " to the moral
muscle of the Catholic
church, to the ‘negotiating
power’ of the SDLP and to the
Free State government.

BARRICADES
In the event of Third Force
attacks on nationalist areas,
for this is its real purpose (and
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N CENT
GUN ATTACKS ON DUBLIN & BELFAST REPUBLICA RES

Dffices attacked

IN ; the.second gun attack on republican
offices in the space of six days, two vol-
untary ~workers for ‘An Phoblacht/
Republican News” were shot and slightly
wounded when a single gunman entered
the Sinn Fein headgquarters .in Dublin
and fired up to six shots.

Shortly after 6 p.m. last Wednesday, Novem-
ber 25th, the would-be assassin — Possibly a
member of the UDA — entered the front outer
door of the Sinn Fein office in Parnell Square
(which also houses the ‘AP/RN” Dublin office),
armed with a handgun.

The gunman, aged about forty-five, then
walked across the hallway, behind three
AP/RN’ voluntary workers who were unlock-
ing the inner security door, and immediately
opened fire.

One “AP/RN’ worker was shot in the leg and
a second worker was slightly grazed in the back
of the leg, the third man escaped uninjured.

The gunman then fled, running down along
Parnell Square, and, despite attempts by an
AP/RN’ van driver (who arrived on the scene)
to head him off, escaped.

BELFAST

Six days earlier, on Thursday  evening,
November 19th, UDA gunmen fired two shots
near the Belfast Republican Press Centre and
the Northern office of ‘An Phoblacht/Republican
News’, on the Falls Road.

Following the attack — in which there were
no injuries — the UDA claimed to have ser-

® DUBLIN — two ‘AP/RN’ workers hit

iously. wounded either Gerry Adams, the vice-
presideiit of Sinn Fein, or Danny Morrison, the
Sinn Fein director of publicity and editor of
‘AP/RN",

The attack happened around 8.30 p.m. on
Thursday when two shots were fired by gun-
men hiding in Sevastopol Street, at two English
journalists walking towards the centre. The
shots missed and struck a shop which faces the
republican centre, on the Falls Road.

@ BELFAST — two English journalists missed

The two journalists apparently mistaken for
republicans were Will E!Isworth-Junes of the
‘Sunday Times’ and David Beake of the BBC
in Belfast. Both were visibly shaken by thejr
experience.

At the time of the attack the building was
being used for a republican education lecture,
Gerry Adams was about two hundred miles
away, and Danny Morrison was one. hundred
miles away.

THE catalogue of loyalist sectarian gun attacks on random
Catholics in the wake of Bradford’s death continued at the end
of last week with an abortive attack at a garage in Armagh, and
this week there followed the tragic death of a Belfast youth,
Stephen Murphy, ten days after his critical wounding on the

the establishment of an inde-
pendent loyalist North is its
eventual aim), if barricades are
to be manned and people to
be defended by Free Staters,

bishops, or middle class pol-
iticians, then there will be
neither barricades nor protect-
ion.

As in the past, the nation-
alist people will be deserted,
left high and dry and en-
dangered by bankrupt poli-
ticians.

The nationalist people in
the North need more support
now, material and moral, from
all quarters, than at any other
time in the last thirteen years.
The despicably bad campaign
presently being waged by the
Catholic hierarchy, the prob-
lems posed by SDLP collabor-
ation, and the major problems
posed by the Free State gov-
ernment (which not only col-
laborates, but unlike the
former two, can also repress
and harass republicans) are
activities which need exposing.
They need explaining for what
they are, as opposed to the
charade they profess to be,
supposedly providing, ‘moral
direction’, ‘peaceful change’
and ‘reconciliation’, whilst in
reality leaving the nationalist
people defenceless.

Above all, the message must
be more support now for the
struggle for Irish freedom and
|rish independence, and more
aid to counter the hazards in-
curred by the nationalist
people of the North in pursuit
of thatjust.cause, ' 5

doorstep of his Oldpark home.

Nineteen-year-old Stephen Murphy
was shot in the neck and pelvis by a
loyalist gunman armed with a rifle, on
Saturday evening, November 14th, when
he answered a knock on the door of his
home at Oldpark Avenue in north Bel-
fast — an area which has suffered several
sectarian attacks in recent months,

That same evening, eighteen-year-old
Thomas McNulty was shot and Kkilled
as he walked home through the national-
ist-Short Strand enclave in east Belfast.

Stephen Murphy, who would probably
have been permanently paralysed had he
survived, died in hospital last Tuesday,

TWO prisoners isolated in
H8-Block of Long Kesh con-
tinue on the ‘no work’
protest with their comrades
in H-Blocks 4, 5, and 6.

The men in H8-Block are
‘Clinkey’ McGlinchey and
Jock Home, both of whom
attempted to escape from
the political status cages
several weeks ago.

They are kept in separate

Home,

wings of H8-Block.

McGlinchey, who until re-
cently was subjected to almost
continual punishment ‘on the
boards’, is now ableto associate
with non-protesting republican
prisoners i

H8-Block from three days ‘on
the boards' last Friday Novem-
ber 20th, has been put in a
predominantly loyalist wing.
An assistant governor by
the name of Hall told Home
that he and McGlinchey would

November 24th. His sister Janet is a
republican political prisoner in Armagh

aall ARMAGH

Five days before his death, at around
9 p.m. on Thursday week, November
19th, two motorcycle-mounted loyalist
assassins drove into the forecourt of
O’Hare’s petrol station at Lisnadill, on
the main Armagh to Newtownhamilton
road.

When an attendant approached to
serve them, one of the loyalists pro-
duced a handgun and pulled the trigger,
but the gun jammed and the gunmen
then drove off.

® STEPHEN MURPHY

assassination victim

in ‘B’
who

wing. But

prisoners experience.
returned to

meals in his cell,
been doing (to av

was told that .if
eat with the oth

be pu_n_ished by the loss
one visit per month,
the same curtailments in assoc-
iation and loss of remission
as the other Protesting political

The assistant governor also
told Home that he would no
longer be allowed to eat his

; oid assault to
from loyalist Prisoners). He

he did not
€ prisoners

of

then he would get no meals,
and by i

although this was lateramended
to one meal each day. 2

The assistant governor said
that this decision had come
from above.

Home told him that it now
appeared that because the
Prison administration’s cellular
confinement policy had failed
bring the two men 0
their ‘no work’ protest, the
administration was now trying
to starye, them offa, ..
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IRA ambushes

WHILST loyalist reaction
has dominated the news
headlines in the seven days
covered by this ‘War News’,
the IRA has continued to
mount a series of attacks —
}hree in the North and one
in England.

A UDR soldier was shot
dead at the end of last week
in an ambush in Strabane
which proved to be the final
one in a sustained spate of
almost daily attacks on the
UDR and RUC over the pre-
vious fortnight.

Then at the beginning of
this week the IRA mounted
yet another bomb attack in
London, with a booby-trap
ambush outside Woolwich
barracks. But whilst Volun-
teers in London are currently
showing great technical ex-
pertise and flexibility they
are not — as yet — having
the best of luck.

STRABANE AMBUSH

The IRA shot dead a UDR sol-
dier in Strabane, Co. Tyrone, on
Thursday 19th November. It was
the IRA’s third successful attack in
three days against the British army’s
front-line regiment, the UDR.

On Tuesday, a member of the
regiment had been shot dead in
Maguiresbridge, County Fermanagh,
and on Wednesday a former
member had been shot dead in New
Buildings, County Derry.

Thursday’s operation was a
well-planned ambush’, even accord-
ing to the RUC. The dead soldier
had been a part-time corporal.

Three armed IRA Volunteers
from the North-West Tyrone Bri-
gade - commandeered a house at
Olympic Drive in Strabane’s Bally-
colman estate at 10 a.m. that morn-
ing. They telephoned a local tim-
ber firm, for whom the UDR man
worked - as a delivery man, and
ordered plaster board to be delivered
to the house.

When the delivery lorry arrived,
four hours later, at 2 p.m., the part-
time soldier walked up to the front
door of the house and knocked
upon it. The door was opened by a
Volunteer who shot the UDR
soldier in the chest several times.
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®Woolwich barracks in south-sast London was the scene of the IRA’s fifth bomb attack in th

He died soon afterwards. The sold-
ier had been a member of the
UDR for ten years.

The IRA Volunteers returned
safely to base.

The cleverly executed ambush
was not only routinely condemned
by the local Official Unionist Party
and by the Paisleyite Democratic
Unionists but alsoby the notoriously
pro-British parish priest Fr. Anthony
Mulvey - who appealed in vain for
people to tout on the lﬁA. ¢

DRAPERSTOWN AMBUSH

An RUC man driving out of
Draperstown RUC barracks in
South Derry was ambushed by an
IRA Volunteer on Friday evening,
November 20th, but was not
wounded.

As the RUC man’s car emerged
through the barrack gate shortly
after 6.30 p.m., the armed Vol-
unteer boldly stepped out from
behind a parked vehicle and opened
fire, but narrowly failed to hit his
target.

The Volunteer made good his
escape in an awaiting commandeered

LONDON BOMB
The IRA mounted their fifth
bomb attack in London in just
over six weeks with a booby-

trap bomb at Government Build-
ings, the headquarters of the Royal
Artillery regiment at Woolwich in
south-east London, on Monday
morning, November 23rd.

The bomb, intended for military
personnel, as the London police
openly admitted (presumably in
order to minimise civilian panic,
especially in the pre-Christmas
shopping season), in fact unintent-
ionally injured two soldiers’ wives,
one seriously and the other slightly.

The booby-trap bomb, disguised
as a toy gun, and containing several
ounces of explosives, had been
placed at the gateway of the bar-
racks by an IRA Volunteer on Sun-
day evening.

The toy gun was noticed by a
soldier on Sunday evening but he
ignored it, and when the two sold-
iers’ wives, who live in the barracks,
and work there as cleaners, came
out of the building just before eight
o‘clock on. Monday morning, to
walk their dogs, one of the dogs
triggered the bomb, catching the
women in the blast.

The seriously injured woman is
married to a Warrant Officer who
has served twenty-two years in the
British army.

Meanwhile; the massive police
operation in the London area, in

don’s ‘underworld’, especially the

der victim and the other a suicide),
and stolen property has been found

stolen electrical goods was found in
one garage.
road blocks supposedly hunting the

IRA have discovered numerous
stolen vehicles and drugs.

armed IRA Volunteers mounted a

barracks in South Armagh on Tues-
day night, November 24th.

e capital city in just over six weeks

which by last weekend 251,000
lock-up garages had been searched,
with 124,000 still to go, has left the
IRA undisturbed but not so Lon-

petty criminals.
The first week of the search
turned up two bodies (one a mur-

in 127 garages resulting in 82
people being charged. £75,000 of

During the operation, police

MIDDLETOWN ATTACK

An active service unit of fifteen

large-scale gun attack on Middletown

The IRA blitzed the barracks
with M60 machine gun fire, and
more than two hundred shots were
fired, but none of the occupants
was hit.

Enemy fire was returned by Brit-
ish soldiers from within the heavily-
fortified barracks but the Volunteers
returned safely to base.

Ardoyne checkpoint

A sixstrong srmed unit of IRA Volun-
teers, last Saturdsy afternoon, November
2151, mounted .a vehicle checkpoint in
the north Belfast nationalist area of Ar-
doyne,

The checkpoint was mounted shortly
after 430 p.m. for sbout quarter-of-an-
hour at the junction of Brompton Park
and Etna Drive, Two Volunteers stopped
and checked cars entering the area, whilst
the other four took up positions covering
the road.

This token show of strength by the
IRA was intended as a timely warning to
marauding loyalist murder gangs that
they cannot drive freely into nationalist
areas and as @ morale boost to the nat-
ionalist people.

RUC thwarted

THE IRA’s Belfast Brigade have advised
Thomas Loughran of Ballymurphy to
leave the country following his reveal-
ing to them that he has met with the
RUC Special Branch on several occas-
ions.

The IRA state: “Loughran was first
arrested by the Special Branch after the
summer mortar attack on Fort Pegasus
on the Whiterock Road. He was held in
Castlereagh where he was told by the
Special Branch that they had sufficient
evidence to link him with the mortar
attack.

“He was coerced into agreeing to
work for them and supplying them with
information concerning members of the
Republican Movement. He was given a
code name ‘doggy man’. He met the
RUC on two separate occasions, in
Carryduff dog shelter and a filling stat-
ion in Doagh.

“He was arrested again, taken to
Castlereagh, and released only after
agreeing again to work for them. On his
release from Castlereagh he made
contact with several people, including
Fr. Faul, who advised him against con-
tacting the Republican Movement claim-
ing that we would simply shoot him. Mr.
Loughran wisely chose to ignore this
advice.

“In recent weeks others have followed
Mr. Loughran into Castlereagh and all
have been threatened or cajoled by the
Special Branch to become ‘agents”. (The
term ‘informers” would appear to be one
the Special Branch would prefer to for-

t.)

““All those brought to Castlereagh can
expect an attempt to be made to turn
them into informers. Victims of RUC
interrogators should remain calm, keep
your wits, and say nothing!”"

Bomb denial

THE IRA have denied any involvement
in Sunday’s explosion at a marble
factory owned by Lord Mayo outside
Clifden in County Galway. The IRA’'s
denial was issued through the Irish Re-
Publican Publicity Bureau in Dublin and
was signed by P. O'Neill.

£10,000 damage was done by an ex-
plosion which occurred at 5.15 a.m. in
the Marble Panels Company factory, in
which the former British Royal Navy
officer Lord Mayo has a controlling in-
terest.
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TA IARRACHT ar siiil ag lucht na meén cumarsaide sna Sé
Chontae Fichead trua a mhdsailt do na ‘dilseoiri bochta’ san
UDR. T4 siad ag iarraidh a chur ina lui orainn gur daoine saonta

jad ata faoi ionsal.
hionsaithe sin. 5 T

Mar is gnath 'sé ata ar sidl acu na
leathadh dubh propaganda shasana
sa tir seo. Nil néire ar bith orthu a
leithéid a dhéanamh. Nil siad sésta
aon iniGichadh ceart a dhéanamh ar
chiirsaf an chogaidh 6 thuaidh.

Da mba san Aifric Theas a bhi
eachtrai an Tuaiscirt ar sidl is cinnte
go mbeadh siad in ann an cogadh a
thuiscint. Go doimhin nuair a thérla
eachtrai den tsaghas céanna in
aimsir na ndubhchrénaibhsa chuld
seo den' tir bhi na staraithe in ann

Deirtear linn gur seichteachas is ciis leis na

iad a mhinid gan abheith ag brath ar
an seichteachas mar mhinid.

Le déanai maraiodh agus
gortafodh moran baill den UDR
Seasann na litreacha sin don Ulster
Defence Regiment. Reismint de
chuid Arm na Breataine is ea an
UDR agus cé gur sna Sé Chontae
amhdin ata siad, ta siad chomh
hoilte is atd aon reisimint eile
D’Arm na Breataine. ¥
" Bhighdidir ié ¢a iad agu¥mar sin
tuigeann siad go maith cad té i ndan

d6ibh. M& théann duine le saigh-
didracht i gcogadh ta sé soiléir go
ndéanfaidh a naimhde iarracht & a
mharG. Is cuma don saighdidr an
ndéantar é a mhard amuigh ar
phatrdl né ina leaba bionn sé
direach chomh marbh.

Is aisteach mar ata Paisley agus a
leithéid ag béicigh mar geall ar bhas
na saighditiri seo. Cheapfa 6 eagar-
fhocail an ‘/rish Times’ gur oibrithe
shoisialta ab ea iad. Ar nddigh ni
luaitear na daoine a mharaigh an
UDR.

Chomh maith le sin go l&ir is cir
a choimead san intinn go bhfuil go
leor iarbhaill den UDR i bpriosin
de bharr Caitlicigh a mharl ar
bhonn seichteachais amhain. Fil
amhain na Shankill Butchers bhi"
ball den UDR ina measc.

Maidir leis an RUC agus cdl taca
an RUC is cuid iad de chdras an
stdit chun poblachtaigh a choimead
faoi chois. Is iomai Caithliceach a
mharaigh siad agus is iomai duine a
|éasadar i gCastlereagh agus in
aiteanna eile.

Té na férsai seo go léir sa line
tosaigh in @ineacht le hArm na
gsg ;qineﬁgn lracht a‘(,igrjui'l .ag,

ialtas na Breataine na Sé Chontae
a choimead faoi smacht agus ath

® Gortafodh ball de chil taca an RUC nuair a phiéasc buama facina ghluaistean i

nDroichead na Bandain ar_an 12G de mhi na Samhna. Ta na férsai seo sa line
tosaigh chun athaontd na hEireann a chosc

aontd na hEireann a chosc. N féidir
leo a bheith ag sGil le haon rud &

mhuintir  poblachtach na  Sé
Chontae ach an piléar agus an
buama.

Maidir leis an tid forsa atd

beartaithe ag Paisley is soiléir go
dteastaionn uaidircead: a. gcos @
thabhairt do dhilsealri Caithlicigh a
mhart le beannacht Ridltas Shasana

ma ta seichteachas mar abhar cainte
ag medin chumarsaide Bhaile Atha
Cliath, d'fhéadfaidis inilichadh a
dhéanamh ar an bhfath nach bhfuil
lucht an trid forsa seo sésta dul
isteach san UDR né an RUC. Is
soiléir dom-sa nach bhfuil uathu
«, smacht ar bith a bhgith asthu.chun
qur féidir leo Caitlcigh a mhard gan
freagracht ar bith." 4
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REVOLUTIONARY CALENDAR
A WELL-PRODUCED, glossy and
recommended revolutionary calendar,
each month illustrated by a Belfast
wall mural in full colour, has been pro-
duced by the Republican Movement.

The calendars are available at 80p
each, or £6 for ten, plus postage, from
John Connolly, 2a Monagh Crescent,

Turf Lodge, Belfast, telephone Belfast

620768.

BULK ORDERS
ANYONE wishing to purchase bulk
orders of H-Block badges or posters,
republican posters, ‘The Writings of
Bobby Sands’, ‘The Diary of Bobby
Sands’, etc., should contact John Con-
nolly, 2a Monagh Crescent, Turf Lodge,
Belfast, or telephone Belfast 620768.

REMEMBRANCE CALENDAR
A 1982 remembrance calendar is now
available from the Sinn Fein centre,
Ann_ Street, Dungannon, at price £1
plus postage. The calendar is produced
by the Carty/Crowley/Loughran Sinn

~ Fein cumann, Dungannon.

TROOPS OUT CALENDAR
‘IRELAND — England’s Vietnam' 1982
calendar is available from the Art Shop,
51 Falls Road, Belfast, at price £2 plus
Ppostage. :

This large attractive calendar, with
twelve pages each in two colours, consists
of illustrations of significant events in
recent Irish history, accompanied- by
explanatory texts. It has been produced
by the Cpen Road Printing Co-op in
York, England, to raise funds for Irish
solidarity groups in Britain.

ENGLISH POW XMAS CARDS
CHRISTMAS cards from Ireland and
abroad have always been a boost for the
republican prisoners in English jails,
and no doubt remind the British auth-
orities that the prisoners are not for-
gotten.

This year, relatives of the prisoners
have reported that the British Home
Office are cutting down on the number
of cards allowed into the prisoners.
It appears likely that only cards bearing
the name and address of the sender will
be given to the prisoners.

The prisoners themselves are res-
tricted to sending out a mere twelve
cards this year.

Anyone sending cards to the jails
are also warned that money included
in the card is not likely to reach the
prisoners unless it is from someone who
is already in regular correspondence
with them. If there is any doubt, the
money can be sent instead to An Cum-
ann Cabhrach or Green Cross.

Anyone wishing to check the address
of a prison where a particular prisoner
is currently held, can do so by phoning
the Sinn Fein POW department at
Dublin 308783 or Belfast 23214.

SUBSCRIBE
An Phoblacht/
Republican News

TO ensure a weekly copy of ‘An
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BY PETER HAYES

AN unprecedented level of
repression directed against the
nationalist people of South
Fermanagh by the Brits and
RUC — centring on a two-day-
long state of siege at Donagh,
near Lisnaskea — has been
the ‘official’ response to calls
for ‘greater security’ by the
loyalist Third Force gang in
County Fermanagh.

In the early hours of Monday
16th November, hundreds of Brits,
UDR and RUC men descended on
the tiny nationalist housing estate
of Donagh, effectively sealing off
the area for a full thirty-six hours,
searching everyone entering or leav-
ing  the area, and conducting
extensive house-to-house raids.

Delivery roundsmen were foll-
owed by RUC men as they travelled
around Donagh, and even the
local Catholic church came under
close scrutiny — including searches
of the tabernacle and belfry —
despite the pro-British disposition
of the local priest, Fr. McCabe.

SEARCHES

Some of the most abusive
behaviour came from RUC men
specially drafted into the area for
the search operation, from Strabane
in west Tyrone, who delighted
particularly in searching the nappies
of infant babies and in conducting

very intimate body searches of
young girls.
One of these girls, sixteen-

year-old Rita Gleeson from nearby
Lisnaskea, was arrested and dragged
away to Lisnaskea RUC barracks
when she physically resisted one
such indecent search.

Another search victim, Sean
Lavelle, was stopped and frisked
six times in the space of half-an-
hour as he attempted to walk to his
Donagh home.

Fermanagh and South Tyrone
MP, Owen Carron, who went to
the area after being contacted by
local constituents, was dragged
from his car, along with nationalist
councillor John Joe McCusker, at
a roadblock, and his car keys
seized by an RUC thug. The RUC
then proceeded to forcibly search
Owen Carron's car, while delaying
him from.reaching Donagh where
the search was going on.

/ REFUSED

The following day, Tuesday,
Owen Carron and one of his con-
stituency workers, Michael Mc-
Manus, were "again held up, this

A TEN-HOUR mini-curf

looking for arms and ammunition
which some twenty houses were
sacked. Several houses were sear
i ly in the nearby Beechm:

to the paper directly. &
Annual subscription rates are:
Ireland and Britain £16.50
£20

$60

To: An Phablacht/Republican News,
44 Parnell Square, Dublin, or 51/53
Falls Road, Belfast.

Please find enclosed £ ..... for a
subscription for six months/one year
to be sent to

area.

Members of the British army’s Royal Green

Jackets regiment and RUC men swooped o
Kashmir area (a small

5 am. on Thursday, and stayed until
3 p.m. that day.

One of the worst damaged homes in the

raids was that of Mrs. Mary Corrigan, a m

of two young children, who lives in Bombay

Street.

Mrs. Corrigan’s front door was broken down
by the raiding party — no-one was at home at
the time — at noon on Thursday. During the
two-and-a-half-hour search, holes were punched

in the front bedroom ceiling, a ventilato;
pulled out from the wall, wallpaper was ri

off, floorboards .and. stair<arpet were pulled

up, arid sevéral itafrs were broken.
Several other houses in Bombay Street
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Thes

'ew was placed on
the Kashmir district of west Belfast on
Thursday week, November 19th, during
an extensive raid and search operation —

nationalist enclave
adjacent to the loyalist Shankill district) around
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time on their way out of Donagh.
Keeping hold of his keys, the
Fermanagh and South Tyrone MP
refused to allow his car to be
searched, and the RUC for
their part — refused to allow his
car to proceed without being
searched.

Reversing back into the estate,
Owen Carron and Michael Mc-
Manus attempted to leave Donagh
by another road, but were halted
again at another roadblock. Only
when a crowd began to gather did
the furious RUC withdraw, allow-
ing Owen Carron’s car to leave
the area unsearched.

Finally, at 7.30 p.m. on Tuesday,
the Brit/RUC cordon was lifted
from around Donagh, the satur-
ation searching of the entire. area
having yielded up only a solitary,
old and broken air rifle.

Ironically, but aptly enough,
later that night at Maguiresbridge
near Enniskillen in County Fer-
managh, the IRA shot and killed
yet another hated UDR man.
The RUC reacted typically, by
arresting nine local people (one a
seventeen-year-old girl, another a
man in his late sixties) in an in-
timidation exercise designed to
curb local support for republicans.

RENEWED loyalist demands for i

alist districts of Belfast.

further turn of the screw against the

SR

home of y-th y

fifty in Gastiereagh ,

Pp!
resulted, inevitably, in a series of arrests in various
weekend, with over fifty men (and one woman) being held in Castlereagh

As well as the nine arrested in County Fermanagh, four people were
arrested. in Dungannon and the surrounding area, thirteen were arrested in
Derry city, and at least a further twenty-five were arrested in various nation-

Almost all of those arrested were being held under seven-day detention
orders, in an exercise which was clearly

ion in al
parts of the North, last

designed to placate loyalists by

to gather low-level intelligence on republican activists and a

also raided, and in nearby Kane Street the

, whilst ing
ctivities.
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Mrs. E
Donnelly was raided for over four hours.

In the Beechmount area, the home of Mrs.

— N Sheila Healy, a mother of five children, from
ran- Grove, was damaged
ched  during a raid which began at 6 a.m. on Thurs.
ount day.

While the entire family was placed under
house arrest, plain<lothes and uniformed RuUC
men ransacked the working kitchen, lifted
ripped off wall boards, and

nthe
tiles,

hole in the ceiling.
after

other 'O Property in each house,

Two doors up from the Healys’,
of the McMenamey family was also
was a third home in the street, caysi

These raids on nationalist homes, coming in
response to calls by sectarian loyalist politicians
and organisations for greater repression of nat-
ionalists, and in the midst of a sectarian as-

punched a

the home
raided, as
ng damage

r was
pped
face of a possible .loyalist
certain  expectation of

were  attacks.

against Catholi
expected but nonetheless sinister
the Brits and RUC to render
nationalist areas unarmed and defenceless in the
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©® MP Owen Carron surrounded by hostile RUC gunmen in the vicinity of the County Fermanagh village of Donagh

In  Maguiresbridge — a pre
dominantly loyalist area — a con.
certed campaign of terror has been
carried out over the past fortnight
by the  RUC and loyalist para-
militaries.

Owen Carron’s brother, Seamus,
whose newly-built home was blown
up several months ago has been
intimidated out of the area, and
his flat raided by Brits and RUC,

In a statement in response to
these events, the Fermanagh and
South Tyrone MP urged the nation-
alist people to ‘remain calm but to
exercise extreme caution’ in the
face of this renewed threat from
the joint RUC/Third Force loyalist
threat.

He said: “We see the RUC in
full  collaboration with loyalist
bullyboys, allowing them to break
their own laws by parading in
military uniform brandishing fire-
arms, conniving with them twice
within a week as a mere handful
of them blockaded the town of
Enniskillen...

“The RUC has not changed,
and over the past thirteen years has
proved incapable of change. Their
Jackboot is reserved for the nation-
alist community.”

soldiers
0




BY DAMIEN O’'ROURKE

A LONG and eloquent silence has fallen
over Free State premier Garret Fitz-
Gerald's ‘constitutional crusade’ to
appease the Northern loyalists in the
wake of the events of the past week, as
the wraps .were once again taken off
the loyalist monster.

The people of the twenty-six counties would
indeed take some convincing that they were
guilty of sectarianism and to blame for par-
tition as they nightly watched their television
screens and scanned their morning newspapers.

The sight of Paisley’s ‘Third Force’ operat-
ing under the noses of the RUC and UDR, the
daily baying for blood by Protestant clergymen
at religious services, the emergence of Protest-
ant clergymen as commanders of the latest
paramilitary body, the hatred of loyalist
politicians directed Southwards, as well as at
Northern Catholics, was hardly the stuff to
promote thoughts of friendship and ‘recon-

ciliation’.
SILENCE

Following the IRA’s shooting dead of loyalist
MP Robert Bradford and the revenge-filled
aftermath, FitzGerald's only comment was in
introducing a minute’s silence for the dead
bigot by once again portraying loyalist mur-
ders as ‘retaliation’.

That minute’s silence in Leinster House
on Tuesday - 17th November, repeated the
following day in the Senate, was in sharp
contrast to both those bodies’ reaction on the
deaths of hunger-strikers Bobby Sands, MP,
and Kieran Doherty, TD.

In the aftermath of the Bradford shooting,
another set-back for FitzGerald's constitutional
crusade was obscured. The SDLP conference,
meeting the same weekend, rejected Fitz-
Gerald’s plans to abandon the Free State’s
claims to jurisdiction over the thirty-two
counties (contained in articles 2 and 3 of the
constitution), although the motion was watered
down by a leadership amendment. .

In addition, in contrast to FitzGerald's
agreement to Britain’s loyalist guarantee in
the communique after the London summit,
the SDLP conference called for an end to the
guarantee, although again the leadership strove
to negate this by substitute guarantees of
their own to loyalist dominance.

Nevertheless, the obvious implication that
even the SDLP were not willing to put their
faith in FitzGerald, leaves him further exposed
to the charge that he is totally abandoning the
Northern nationalists.

COLLABORATION
Free State collaboration with the RUC, the

THE
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‘Well-received

A well-received tour of Mexico and Nicaragua was completed last month
by former blanket man Kieran Nugent and Tom Hartley of the Sinn Fein

ard comhairle.

© The people of the twenty-six counties would indeed take some convincing that they were guilty of sectarian-

ism and to blame for partition as they nightly watched their television screens and scanned their morning papers

shrouded in total secrecy following further
concessions in the Anglo-Irish studies and at
the London summit, now take on terrifying
proportions with the evidence of open friend-
ship between the RUC and UDR and the
‘Third Force’, even extending to joint patrols
in Fermanagh.

In addition to which, also flown into the
border areas is the British army’s Spearhead
battalion comprising six hundred men of the
notoriously murderous Parachute regiment.

Fianna Fail leader Charles Haughey, who,
since the exposure of his empty  ‘progress’
with Margaret Thatcher by the latest London
summit, has been running his own ‘republican’
crusade, proclaimed last weekend that the
North needed ‘impartial security forces’,
conveniently forgetting that only a few months
previously he in his turn was enthusiastically
co-operating with the existing very partial and
sectarian ‘security forces”.

But for FitzGerald's crusade, the most
telling comment came on Monday - night,
November 23rd.

Speaking on Granada Television’s World
in Action’ programme, Andy Tyrie, commander
of the UDA, ‘wished FitzGerald well’ and

described the crusade for the removal of
articles 2 and 3 as ‘what Protestants had been
calling for for years’.

JOLT

In a strong statement, directed to the
people of the twenty-six counties, Sinn Fein,
commenting on recent events, said:

“Monday’s demonstration of Paisley fascism
should jolt people in the South as to one major
aspect of the Northern conflict.

“lan Paisley is hell-bent on establishing a
one-party, sectarian fascist state. The so-called
‘Third Force’ Paisley paraded in Newtownards
is simply the e of the B- jal
whose record of murder, pillage and destruction
is embedded in the mind of every nationalist.
It is not too long ago since thousands of refugees
arrived South having suffered at the hands of
sectarian killers.

“In the face of this threat, it is nonsense
for Dublin politicians to shed crocodile tears
about unionists” fears while thousands of
beleaguered Irish people are subject to naked
sectarian terror. The time is long overdue for
the people of Ireland to stand in united
opposition to this latest campaign of Paisley
fascism.”
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The Mexican tour was at the invitat-
ion of the Comite San Patricio Battallon,
a solidarity group named after an Irish

On RMonday 16th Navember she ap-
peared on the high-rating ‘Women of
Today' programme on Quebec television.

which fought Mex-
ican republicans in the 1847 war.

The two Belfast republicans were
given rapturous welcomes at the public
meetings they addressed and gave many
television radio and press interviews dur-
ing their stay.

They also met representatives of
revolutionary organisations from El

The i day she held a well-
attended press conference in Ottawa and
on Thursday 19th November addressed
three hundred delegates at the annual
conference of CEQ, the French teachers”
union.

On Friday 20th November she spoke
to an audjence attending a showing of
the film ‘The Patriot Game’, and on the

Salvador, Colom-
bia, Paraguay, Uruguay and Peru, and
were guests-of-honour at an international
conference of Latin and Central American
support groups. A
Nugent and Hartley also visited
Nicaragua, this time at the invitation of
the revolutionary government there,
which in 1979 overthrew the Somoza
dictatorship. They held several press
conferences and public meetings there
and in discussions with leaders of youth,
women and trade union organisations
learnt of the intense acclaim for the ten
dead hunger-strikers felt in Nicaragua.

CANADA
Former Armagh prisoner Sile Darragh
is still on tour in Canada and Quebec.

Sunday a public
meeting in Toronto.

On Monday 23rd November she was
interviewed on CBC television and gave
two press interviews. On Tuesday 24th
November she met with officials of the
Canadian Federation of Labour, and
later was interviewed by CBC radio.

STATES

In the United States there have been
recent protests at the tour of the British
army Coldstream Guards and the Royal
Scots Dragoons at the venues of their
visits in Arizona and San Diego, Cali-
fornia.

Demonstrators also greeted the Brit-
ish ambassador to the United States on a

° Belfast republicans Tom Hartley (1aft) and Kleran Nugent have returned from
wel

elved tours of Mexico and Nicaragua

recent visit by him to the art museum in
Philadelphia.

A large rally was held in New York
on Sunday 22nd November in support of
two Irish-Americans who are charged
with smuggling arms to lIreland. The
meeting was addressed by Bernadette
McAliskey who is currently visiting
America.

Also conducting a tour of the US is
English barrister Richard Harvey, who
teaches at the City College of New
York. He is promoting his booklet
‘Diplock and the assault on civil lib-
erties’ which is a i of the

been calling for British withdrawal from
Ireland.

Meanwhile, the director of the For-
eign Affairs Bureau of Sinn Fein, Richard
Behal, has been refused a transit visa by
the American embassy in Dublin which
would have enabled him to change
planes in New York en route to a con-
ference sponsored by Guayaquil Uni-
versity in Ecuador, with Ecuadorian
government support, and United Nat-
ions participation.

Richard Behal is now unable to
travel in time to fulfil. Sinn Fein's offi-
cial invitation to the conference which is

nonjury courts and the Emergency
Provisions Act in the North. In press
and television interviews, Harvey has

the proper and pro-
tection of the natural resources of de-
veloping countries and their relevance to
the question of national liberation

P IR R Y,

® COLIN WINTER, bishop-in-exile

Revolutionary
witness

COLIN O’Brien Winter, who died on
Tuesday week, November 17th, in Eng-
land, was, until February of this year,
Anglican Bishop of Namibia, although a
bishop-in-exile, since he was expelled
from Namibia in 1972 because of his
militant opposition to South Africa’s
occupation of that country.

He was a political cleric but not the
power-seeking variety like Paisley who
sits in an imperial parliament, nor the

y itical variety who equi and
tries to be on both sides. He was with
the oppressed against the oppressor.

As a Christian and a socialist, Bishop
Winter supported the revolutionary
fighters in Namibia: he did not call upon
them to cease their struggle, for he knew
that the people of Namibia are violently
oppressed and have no choice but to
fight.

At a rally in London in September
1980 he said that it was plain to him
that Ireland and Namibia are funda-
mentally the same, for both nations are
engaged in a war of liberation. In a
powerful speech he stated firmly that
Irish republican prisoners were political
prisoners, that their demands were fully
justified, and that they were revolution-
ary fighters for national freedom.

When Owen Carron, MP, and ninety-
two relatives of republican prisoners
visited London in September of this
year, because of illness Bishop Winter
was unable to attend a reception in their
honour, but from his sick-bed he sent a
message of support: “The state of war in
Northern Ireland”, he wrote, “is the
inevitable  consequence of  English
imperialism, English colonialism, English
intransigence, English policies and Eng-
lish callousness. Is it not to be expected
that such an institutionalised state of
violence will be met with counter-
violence?”

He ended his message with the words,
“| open my arms in love and solidarity
with you. May English troops be
removed, may English consciences be
spared, may English Christians be roused
from indifference and that silence which
is an acquiescence in evil.”

When Bishop Winter died, the op-
pressed in Namibia and Ireland lost a
friend. He will not be mourned by the
high and the mighty, but freedom fighters
can draw strength from this witness.

Cork arrests

SINN FEIN president Ruairi O Bradaigh
has condemned the arrest of two Sinn
Fein activists in County Cork.

He said:

“The first response of the Coalition
administration to the increased involve-
nment by Sinn Fein on political action, as
decided by the recent ard fheis, has been
the arrest of two prominent Sinn Fein
members on ridiculous charges.

“Gearoid MacCarthaigh of Cork city,
veteran republican and until recently
Cc na Mumhan on
the ard comhairle of Sinn Fein, is
charged with incitement in the course of
a speech made last June at the height of
the H-Block hunger-strike, and immed-
iately following the success of H-Block
prisoners in the general election.

“Kenneth O Cinneide, of Cobh, has
joined him in Portlaoise prison charged
with possession of a poster which has
been on free public sale for some time
now, and which decorates the abodes of
many young people at this time.

“Kenneth O Cinneide is aged twenty
and is full-time organiser for Sinn Fein
in Munster for over a year now. He was
very active in Southern constituencies in
the general election and also in the
Bobby Sands and Owen Carron by-
elections in Fermanagh and South
Tyrone.

“Dr. FitzGerald has not delayed long
following his recent meeting with Mrs.
Thatcher and his acknowledgement of
the British guarantee of unionist power
and privilege in the six counties. Sinn
Fein is the first victim of the new and
closer collaboration with the English rul-
ing class.”
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3 ford, two weeks ago.

sbotter.

The Third Force threatens to
carry those arms on patrols,
seal off areas, and man check-
points ‘to defend loyalists against
IRA attacks’. But in practice such
patrols would come into conflict
with innocent nationalist people,
and their uncurtailed recruitment
and military marching is a first
step towards asserting by force
Paisley’s emerging political goal —
an independent six counties —
should his demands be resisted by
the British government.

SYMPATHY
RUC and UDR sympathy for
the Third Force has been clearly
evident in recent weeks, but
especially during last Monday’s

® The Orange monster himself, a dangerous buffoon whose evil influence in-
creasingly infects unionist ranks as he accurately voices their fears of British
i leading to the ining of their
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BY PETER ARNLIS

This Third Force has exhibited what it says are Iegal.fire-
arms, but in a way which a British high court, concerning a
separate case, last Tuesday, ruled as ‘illegal’.

loyalist day of action, which
was originally planned by Paisley
as a protest against the London/
Dublin talks, but which after
Bradford’s death was linked to the
‘security crisis’ and was imposed
by Paisley on other unionist
parties, much to their resentment
and with some rivalry.

The RUC and UDR have taken
absolutely no steps against the
‘illegal’ activities of the Third
Force: its road-blocking, street-
barricading, marching in military
formation (in Carrickfergus, New
Buildings, and Desertmartin, last
weekend), the wearing of hoods,
masks and combat uniforms, and
more seriously, its display of
weapons.

SHOW OF LOVAL

But visible divisions

AS THE Third Force, a fascist-like movement loyal to Paisleyism, openly
s emerges in the North, loyalists remain politically dlv!ded despite the oppor-
tunity for uniting after the IRA execution of loyalist leader Robert Brad-

And, although the issues which divide them — ultimate goals, means of
achieving them, and personality clashes — provide considerable obstacles to
their unity, any serious crisis initiated by lan Paisley’s Third Force could
soon become a popular rallying-point because of the way this new para-
military organisation is viewed by the loyalist people.

Loyalists, frustrated by the inability of the British govern-
ment to defeat the IRA, suspicious of the London/Dublin
talks, and -anxious for the return of Stormont, have been
given an outlet and leadership-of-sorts by Paisley, the Lundy-

Indeed, in Ballymena, on Mon-
day, a hooded and uniformed
loyalist (who later claimed to be
a member of the proscribed UVF)
was filmed chatting to and ex-
changing jokes with the driver
and front-seat passenger in a UDR
jeep which turned away from a
road-block.

In  Enniskillen, on Monday
afternoon, the Fermanagh com-
mander of the Third Force,
Ivan Foster, a Free Presbyterian
and member of the Paisleyite
Democratic Unionist  Party,
boasted that the RUE had asked

him to organise joint traffic
patrols.
RUC Chief Superintendent

Tom McGowan stated: “We asked
Mr. Foster to provide one or two
stewards. This was to ensure
that emergency vehicles, such as
ambulances, could get through the
cavalcade of vehicles.”

So, the RUC patrolled the
town with hooded and uniformed
loyalists who wore orange arm-
bands bearing the insignia ‘Ulster's
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roped them into.  McCusker
described the meeting as ‘a waste
of time’ and used it to confirm
loyalist suspicions that the British
administration lacked the will to
defeat the IRA.

DIFFERENCES

The differences between the
Official Unionists, the UDA, and
Paisley’s Democratic Unionists are
as follows:

Generally speaking, the OUP
are suspicious of Paisley (he is
also a political threat to them)
and feel that heis out to break
the Union and secretly wishes to
declare himself head of an in.
dependent six counties.

The OUP feel that the defeat
of the IRA can be achieved by
the crown forces, but only if
‘the handcuffs’ *(political restric-
tions) are taken off them (that
is, they would like to see more
military repression of the national-
ist people). If the British govern-
ment does not ‘defend’  them,
then they see thcmselves entitled
to set up a third force, which is
really a threat aimed at putting
political pressure on the British
government to exercise more mili-
tary repression.

It is because they are unionists
that they do not wish to stray
any further into ‘sinister’ activities
which could jeopardise the Union.
They fear too that the London/
Dublin talks could lead to adegree
of Free State involvement in
Northern affairs, but they are
more inclined to accept assur-
ances given by the British govern-
ment (like those from Prior and
Thatcher last Tuesday) that the
Union is not under threat, than
is Paisley.

McCUSKER

However, two natural
tenders for the Official Unionist
leadership, Harold McCusker and
John Taylor, had different
attitudes towards last Monday's
day of action (or ‘day of in-
action’ as a ‘Guardian” newspaper
correspondent noted wryly). Tay-
lor was overwhelmingly enthus-
iastic about it, but McCusker
and the rest of the OUP organised
separate protests, mostly at ceno-
taphs around the six counties,
of short duration, which would
not upset industry or commerce
or damage the economy..

And, on Saturday, at a sym-
posium in an east Belfast hotel
to discuss loyalist unity, Taylor
remained behind when McCusker
and two other Official Unionist
representatives stormed out after
being insulted by Johnny McQuade
of the DUP who ordered McCusker
0 sit at the top of the table
beside Paisley! (The extent o_f
this united front, whose object is
the return of a loyalist govern-
ment for Stormont, will be
gauged from the meeting to be
held in Derry this Saturday.)

While McCusker is very alert
ond articulate, and represents
Official  Unionist  interests, he
sided with.the UDA, and made a
®est appearance speaking at a
nlly they organised at the Belfast

con-
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reglard to Monday’s Protests.
N television interviews Mc.
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UDA

_The UDA's disagreement with
Paisley is a consequence of their
bad experience with him during
the attempted general strike of
May 1977. They felt that he used
them and then abandoned them.

They also claim that they are
the third force needed to defend
loyalist interests and they have
already declared themselves in
favour of an independent six
counties. They cynically viewed
last Monday’s day of action as
the activities of the Grand Old
Duke of York and were only
prepared to back it fully if
Paisley was prepared to commit
himself to more thorough and
meaningful « protests ‘and form a
co-ordinated united front, which
they doubt. _

PAISLEY

Paisley’s position on the third
force is a step or two ahead of
McCusker’s. He believes, or, more
accurately, says he believes, that
‘the handcuffs’ on the hands of
the crown forces have been
placed there deliberately by the
British government ‘which shares
the same goals as the IRA - a
united Ireland’!

The suggestion is preposterous,
but strikes a responsive chord in
the hearts of loyalists because it
explains why not enough repub-
licans are being hanged or shot,
or tortured in Castlereagh.

So, runs Paisley’s argument,
the loyalists must defend them-
selves with those weapons they
possess — so far — within the law.

They must resist the ‘sell-out’
— the London/Dublin talks — and
the IRA, and if they fail to per-
suade the British government then
they must have an independent
North to protect their sectarian
privileges.

It was on last. Sunday’s ITV
‘Weekend World” that Paisley

@ The paramilitary
or RUC, the s

declared that this was his strategy.
Monday, he said, was “only the
overture — the orchestra has yet
to come... We have a lot of very
serious weapons which, please
God, we will not have to use.”

MOBILISE

Before Monday it appeared as
if Paisley’s day of action was
collapsing but in the end he
managed to mobilise many thou-
sands of loyalists, and thousands
more took part in rival demon-
strations, although the total turn-
out was not as impressive as
everyone was hyped-up for.

When no shots were fired in
Newtownards square on Monday
night, at the conclusion of the
demonstrations, the day of action
had some of the characteristics
of a spitting squib which failed
to gxplode.

Businessmen, industrial chsefs,
trade union leaders, shop stewards
in Harland and Wolff, the Official
Unionist Party, the UDA and the
Protestant  Irish  Council of
Churches, were all opposed to the
half-day stoppage. But in the end,
the loyalists who participated in
most of the rival Official Unionist
protests, stayed out of work and
went on to Paisley’s demon
strations.

Last Saturday, two days before
the half-day stoppage, several
more loyalist organisations, n
cluding the Ulster Loyalist Central
Co-ordinating Committee  (the
umbrella grouping for the para
militaries), had decided. to protest
in some form in attempting to
upstage Paisley, but implicitly
this added to Paisley’s mobilis
ation.

CENOTAPH
Loyalist disunity was publicly
evident at the Official Unionist
meeting at the cenotaph in Bel-
fast, which Paisley barged in on.
The fear of the Official
Unionists that Paisley’s flam-
boy and political ex:
actually damages the unionist
image abroad and weakens the
tolerance of the British people,
was expressed by one speaker,
Mr. R. McCartney, a Belfast
lawyer, after someone from the
crowd suddenly sprang to the

microphone and harangued both
parties for being divided.

Paisley muscled in, grabbed the
microphone from McCartney and,
to loud cheers, repudiated his
accusations.

There were protests in about
fifteen other towns and villages
and the climax was the Newtown-
ards rally in County Down on
Monday night. There were major
media discrepancies in assessing
how many participated in the
rally and how many uniformed
members of the Third Force were

marched by Paisley into the
square.
The ‘Irish Times® estimated

7,000 uniformed men, the “Irish
News” said 15,000, and, strangely,
the RUC said they never made an
official count.

Paisley, wearing a Homburg
hat like Ed Carson's, marched his
men into the square and they
formed into ranks.

Screaming hysterically, he de-
clared: “There is one army that
the republicans and every other
person who is our enemy fear,
and that is an army of armed,
determined and resolute Protest-
ants... We demand that the IRA
have got to be exterminated from
Ulster,” and he said that the
presence of the Third Force would
be firstly to “give defence to the

defenceless and to give c e

at an earlier Official Unionist gathering, which Paisley muscled in on

Mr. Paisley and his people refuse
to allow to be governed democrat-
ically, sharing power between all
its citizens.”

Young centinued: “Ranting at
his meetings, using the Union Jack
as tablecloth, he exudes about
the same degree of loyalty as the
National Front... Every time Mr.
Paisley appears on TV... radical
questions can hardly avoid being
asked in kitchens, drawing rooms
and pubs, up and down the
country.”

Tuesday’s ‘Guardian’ newspaper
bhad anather major attack on
Paisley, one of the repeatable
comments being: “This egregious
bore gives the church the worst
name since Jahn Knox.”

REPRESSION
The British government’s im-
mediate reaction to the pre-

sumably growing loyalist crisis has
been to step up repression — over
fifty arrests were made in dawn
swoops in nationalist areas, six
hundred paratroopers were drafted
in, there were raids in Ardoyne,
Clonard, and Twinbrook, in Bel-
fast, and Donagh in County Fer-
managh was practically curfewed
for two days.

But the British premier, Mar-
garet Thatcher, and Northern
direct-ruler, James Prior, have
both r dly stated that the

to those who have lost hope.**

He said they would protect
loyalists on the border and called
for recruitment to a hundred-
thousand-strongparamilitary army.

HOSTILE

British press reaction, and pre-
sumably public opinion, has been
extremely hostile to Paisley in this
last week. Writing in the ‘Sunday
Times’ |ast weekend, Hugo Young,
political editor, wrote:

“Mr Paisley is not a friend, He
is a hater... '

“We pay a price for giving Mr.
Paisley our support. He is allowed
to revile us, but we must go
through fire for him. We sacrifice
our soldiers, in a war no soldier
believes he can win. We spend our
treasury and distort our economy
for the sake of a province which

Third Force openly parade in Newtownards square without a hint of hindrance from the British army
pposedly impartial forces of “law and order’

d

Union is not under threat and
could never be unless the loyalists
themselves wanted it changed.

More worrying has been the
way the British government has
now begun to twist the loyalist
crisis t0 secure more cross-border
collaboration from the Free State
authorities.

The nationalist people, under
threat of death by loyalist sec-
tarian assassination squads, under
threat of self-excommunication
from the Catholic church if they
support the IRA, under repression
from crown forces, will soon be
witnessing increased repression of
their republican supporters in the
twenty-six counties.

Assuring the loyalists, Prior,
speaking in Westminster on Thurs-
day week, said: “Some people
have got the wrong impression
from these talks. We can’t better
security co-operation on the bor-
der or on economic matters with-
out agreement.””

Whitehall sources have begun
emphasising Dublin’s need to
appreciate the British govern-
ment's predicament by stepping
up border collaboration in order
to placate loyalist fears.

Even before the execution of
Robert Bradford, and before the
inability of the British to defeat
the IRA produced the present
crisis, the Free State government
under FitzGerald had mounted an
increasing campaign of harassment
of republicans, coupled with a
propaganda offensive misrepresent-
ing the aims and the objects of
the Republican Movement, as if
the Free State government was
preparing for an attack on repub-
lican organisations.
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DERRY CHRISTMAS POST
ONCE again Derry Sinn Fein will be
operating its own Christmas postal
system: for a fee of 8p each, Christmas
cards or letters will be delivered any-
where in Derry city

The service will operate from Dec-
ember 11th until December 21st at the
Sinn Fein centres: at Creggan shops
in Central Drive; at Shantallow shops;
in the Waterside at 19 Corrody Road;
and at the newly-opened Republican
Information Centre in the Bogside at
15 Cable Street, to where cards and
letters from out-of-town should be sent
with Bp enclosed for each item.

A special set of ten stamps has been
produced featuring the faces of each
of the dead H-Block hunger-strikers,
Special gift packs of a set of ten stamped
envelapes, plain or franked, are avail-
able from the centres.

Any enquiries, contact the Cable
Street centre, telephone Derry 68926.

HOME-MADE LEATHER WORK
HOME-MADE leather work — handbags,
wallets, purses, belts, etc. - is available
from ‘Comhar’, the Derry Co-operative
Association, 17 Waterloo Street, Derry,
telephone Derry 67474,

NEW ROSS SINN FEIN
AT the annual general meeting of the
Michael O Hanrahan Sinn Fein cumann,
New Ross, County Wexford, the follow-
ing officers were elected: - chairperson:

Mick O Reilly; vicechair: Mrs. M.
Hayden; runai: Pat Walsh; youth:
Danny McPhillips; education: Helen

Gannon;and PRO: Jim O Dwyer.

SPONSORED sSWIM

THE annual sponsored swim, at noon
on Christmas day, in aid of An Cum-
ann Cabhrach, will take place as usual
at the Third Lock on the Grand Canal
in Dublin. Organised by the Inchicore-
based Robert Emmet Sinn Fein cumann,
the event raised over £1,400 in spon-
sorship last year,

The organisers of the swim believe
that this figure can be greatly increased
and are appealing for more swimmers
and more sponsors.

Further information, including spon-
sorship cards, can be obtained by con-
tacting the cumann at 44 Parnell Sq.,
Dublin 1. Tel: 747611

BALLYFERMOT SINN FEIN
AT the annual general meeting of the
James Connolly Sinn Fein cumann,

Ballyfermot, Dublin, the following
-officers were elected: — chairperson:
Mick Quinlan; and secretary: Willie
Carey.

CASTLEBLAYNEY SINN FEIN
AT the annual general meeting of the
John Green Sinn Fein cumann in Castle-
blayney, County Monaghan, the follow-
ing officers were elected:- chair: George
Poyntz; vice<hair: Thomas Donaghy;
secretary: Jackie Crowe; treasurer:
Frankie Poyntz; PRO: Ciaran McConville;
delegates to combhairle ceantair: Jackie
Crowe and Frankie Poyntz.

Votes of sympathy were passed with
the relatives of the ten dead hunger-
strikers and of the late Frank Driver.

DUNGARVAN SINN FEIN
A NEW Sinn Fein cumann has been
formed in Dungarvan, County Water-
ford.

Anyone interested in joining Sinn
Fein in the area should contact Michael
Whelan, Ella Walsh, Jim Kiely or Denis
Crotty; or the Sinn Fein head office,
44 Parnell Square, Dublin 1. Tel: 726932.

BY TERRY O'DOHERTY

“I'm frightened of the future.
At my age where will | get
another job?”"

These words, spoken by an
employee of the Viyella shirt
factory at Bligh’s Lane in
Derry, sum up the despair and

fear felt by all the 310
workers recently made
redundant by the massive

Carrington -Viyella group.

An examination of the back-
ground to the closure and the
history of the company reveals
many unsavoury details and
provides a vivid example of the
weakness of trade unions and the
strength of unscrupulous foreign-

based managements in the six
counties.

In June 1971, Carrington-
Viyella (its major shareholder is ICI
with nearly © 50%) took over

William Hollins and Co. Ltd. in
Derry, and a year later the name
was changed to Rocola Shirts Ltd.

In 1979 the Rocola label was
transferred to Peter England Ltd.,
another Carrington-Viyella subsid-
iary, and Rocola Shirts began to
produce the Viyella brand, a less
up-market product.

During its years in Derry the
Hollins/Rocola enterprise was typ-
ical of outside capital in a depend-
ent economy. The workers were
poorly paid, conditions were bad,
and little or no assistance was
received from the trade unions.

Earlier this year the factory
introduced a two-day week, but
from September full working was
restored plus an element of over-
time. In addition, management,
while not advertising posts, recruit-
ed extra workers during August and
September. No hint of closure
there.

In fact, the current president of
Carrington-Viyella, a Mr. Leonard
Regan, had claimed in March ‘80
that “the successful parts of the
group like the Dorma Bed Linen,
Van Heusen and Rocola Shirts, will
get the lion’s share of new spend-
ing.”

BOMBSHELL

On Friday 30th October the
workers were told bluntly that
there was only two days work left
and that everyone put out would be
paid guaranteed minimum pay-
ments. This bombshell created an
immediate militancy among the
workers who demanded that the
union become more active, and a
sit-in was organised and the factory

occupied.
In the days that followed, a
series of meetings were held

Join
Sinn Fein

ANYONE interested in joining Sinn
Fein should contact their local cum-
ann; head office at 44 Parnell Square,
Dublin; or 51/53 Falls Road, Belfast.

| am interested in becoming a
member of Sinn Fein.

NAME

ADDRESS

between management, union, and
workers.

The chief personnel officer, a
Mr. Page, arrived from England.
The local management admitted that
there had been no loss of product-
jon and that they were satisfied,
but Mr. Page stated that the factory
was no longer viable, that there was
no market nor future for Viyella
Shirts, and so the workers were
now redundant.

Since then there has been stale-
mate. The workers still occupy the
factory, but this is a purely
defensive measure, and will pr_oh~
ably peter out through frustration
and lack of achievement.

The question of redundancy and
severance payment is still not
resolved, and there are indications

are mounted in their support

situation can only further embitter
the workers. :

At a meeting held on Wednesday
week, November 18th, the workers
decided to maintain their sit-in for
another two weeks, pending an
investigation into the possibility of
an order for one million (military)
shirts from Iraq

The Department of Commerce 1s
involved in this scheme but details
are vague as yet, and even assuming
that such an order materialised the
workforce would be much reduced
for such a temporary order.

The workers are determined that
the factory should not close and
have even discussed a re-training
programme whereby Carrington-
Viyella might introduce a new
product or products from one of
their subsidiaries.

There is confusion among the
workers. Many, so militant in other
ways, in H-Blocks protests, etc., are
now apathetic and willing to accept
redundancy because there’s nothing
else they feel that they can do.

Others will continue to sit-in,
not because of any future plan, but
merely to ensure that Carrington-
Viyella do not do a fly-by-night
operation with the machinery.

Some have discussed the feas-
ibility of taking control of the plant
and operating on a co-operative
basis,” but the role of co-ops in
today’s capitalist economy require
much investigation, and few are
optimistic about this possibility.

One adverse spin-off from the
whole sorry tale of Viyella is that
because of the higher productivity
of Viyella workers, the manage-
ment in other local factories can
threaten their workers with replace-
ment by more productive workers.

This has already happened, and
with the latest announcement of
short-time work at Peter England
Ltd.,  another Carrington-Viyella
subsidiary, management is in the
driving seat in Derry’s shirt factor-
ies.

AFRICA

While Carrington-Viyella cries
poverty, the fact emerges that the
group has a subsidiary in South
Africa, Gelvenor Textiles Ltd.,
which according to the Carrington-
Viyella report in 1981 showed re-
cord results and ‘further increased
its capacity during 1980°. Natur-
ally, details of wages and condit-
sions- of ~African workers employed

,that.-the .cQmpany -ymay:.[enege. on..,
previ ises, T

"

ansettedyby 2Gelygndds Texciles, areipiod, reats I thy]

ily available.

It is apparent that with the
deepening - world-wide economic
crisis and the collapse of profit-
ability more and more multi-
nationals are investing abroad, and
specifically in colonised lands.
South Africa is the prime example.
Trade union rights and political
rights are non-existent. The workers
receive starvation wages and are
held in check by all the racist
structures of apartheid.

Imperialist investment in South
Africa has a two-fold purpose —
primarily it ensures an extremely
high level of profit and secondly
it is used to crush any worker
resistance in Ireland and Europe.
More and more redundancies are
unwillingly accepted in face of the
continued threat to close whole
operations.

UNIONS

Ironically, while the black South
African has no union rights, the
Northern Irish workers have unions
so reformist that they are in essence
mere extensions of management.

Viyella workers. feel disillusioned
by the role of the union, not only
during the closure, but through-
out the history of the factory.

During the years there had been
many disputes which ended in
compromise, usually favouring the
management. Strikes were virtually
unknown and any that did occur
were unofficial and lasted a day or
two — gestures rather than mean-
ingful action.

Some of the workers feel that
the unions were merely, or meekly,
acceptingthe ‘reality’ of the situation
— fall into line or the plant will
close, was the management’s
stance. Of course, for a unijon to
adopt such .a defeatist attitude
demoralises the more militant
workers and even in reformist trade
union terms is an indefensible
position to adopt.

Curiously, the workers belong to
the Dublin-based ITGWU, vyet its
leadership have remained silent on
the Viyella closure. Perhaps a tacit
acceptance on their part of the
partition of this country and their
underlying fear of being involved
in a six-county workers struggle.

Since the closure, the local
union representatives have been
quite loud in their protests, but,
when there was no' talk of closure

@ Militant women workers faced with redundancy occupy the Viyella shirt factory, whilst (inset, above) factory gate pickets

)

The background to the sorry tale of Viyella

were conspicuous by their refusal
to sanction the least acts of mil-
itancy among the workers.

PRODUCTIVITY

During the ‘seventies , when, as
part of the ‘re-organisation’ of in-
dustry, productivity schemes were
introduced after many ruthless
time-and-motion studies, there was
little reaction from the union.
Re-organised production processes
and method study were ‘de-skilling’
jobs and putting increasing pressure
on workers to match targets de-
termined by the capacity of
machines. On many an occasion
workers fled the factory in tears
because of this enormous stress.

Workers had to be ‘persuaded’ —
coerced — to produce more for
wages that did not increase pro-
portionately, or the number of jobs
would have had to be cut. The stark
choice for Viyella workers was
redundangies or productivity agree-
ments, and still no union militancy.

One interesting side-line was the
psychological methods employed
by the management time-and-mot-
ion study teams. In a factory pre-
dominantly female the company
deliberately employed presentable
‘handsome’ young men in these
teams. There is something in-
herently distasteful in the blat-
antly sexist management view of its
workers and workers’ complaints
on this issue should have been
pursued by the union.

LESSON

The lesson to be gained from the
history of trade unionism in Viyella
is that the union, unless it is mili-
tant and united, cannot defend
workers' rights in an isolated de-
pendent economy like that in the
North of Ireland.

Irish workers will always be
the first to suffer when foreign-
based companies decide to spread
capital elsewhere or cut back on
loss-making concerns.

And here we have the crux of
the matter.

Unless we establish a socialist
republic in Ireland, and take con-
trol of the means of production,
Irish workers will continue to be
exploited by the multi-nationals
whose ultimate objective is to in-
crease profit regardless of the
requirements of any particular nat-

ional econom: of - W
ty
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Tisa strongly held belief that all this
wlk of nqclgar weapons, short-range
Weapons. limited nuclear war, neutron
pombs, ooup]ed with regular civil de-
fence _exercises of pretend nuclear
wars, is @ to a psychologi
acceptance of the day when some
|unatic wogld-laader will no longer be
able to resist the temptation of seeing
his monstrously expensive weapons in
ac(ion- :

| must admit, however, that | was
aurprised the other day to come across
2 magazine entitled: ‘Protect and Sur-
vive Monthly = your guide to surviv-
inga nuclear war’.

This magazine, now into eleven issues,
carries adverts from a variety of Britisr;
companies who apparently are making a com-
fortable living from building ‘and selling
nuclear shelters ‘for the home’ at anything
from a couple of thousand pounds upwards,
And there appears to be several firms in the
pusiness.

Other adverts offer such items as long-life
food packs, radiation meters and respirators.
We are also invited to join the ‘Survivors
Wine Club’ and wear a ‘Survivors Tie’.

Articles in the magazine advise on how to
transform your cellar into a shelter, how to
calculate ‘blast over-pressure and calculated
distance from detonation® by a new improved
formula, and ‘vermin control® in post-nuclear

days.
It certainly seems to be a mushrooming
industry.
an
There was probably something of a guilt
complex involved in the outrage in the Brit-

THE
EXPLOSIVELY
FUNNY

GAME FOR
2-4 PLAYERS
Gyears

and

upwards

ish over - Waddi s’ latest
Christmas game for the kiddies — ‘Bomb-
shell — the explosively funny game’.

The mind that thought up the undoubtedly_
sick idea is too easily identified as the mind of
British ‘public opinion’ which cares almost as
jittle about the squaddie in the North s it
does about that squaddie’s victims.

The game, which your intrepid reporter
snatched from the shelves minutes before the
rest were withdrawn from sale in Dublin,
involves four ‘brave but bungling soldiers” who
are trying to defuse an unexploded bomb. The
soldiers go by the names of Major Disaster,

= Sergeant Jimmy Jitters, Private Tommy

Twitters and Piper Willy Fumble.

Players turn the top of the bomb one at a
time until it springs off. When this happens,
the unlucky player has to put a bandage on
his soldier, after four errors the soldier is
dead. The survivor wins.

® Guaranteed excitement in this pack, according to Waddingtons. The mind that thought up the un-
doubtedly sick idea is oo easily identified as the mind of British ‘public opinion” which cares almost as
little about the squaddie in the North as it does about that squaddie’s victims

arrested ten of the Templemore Ards players
and took them to Fort George army base in
Derry still in their football kit. Two hours
later they were released.

Reports that Coolagh United won the
match 75-0 have been denied and the teams
have in fact arranged a re-match.

e

To the impartial observer, | have little
doubt that Paisley’s ‘Third Force’ rally in
Newtownards last Monday night was an in-
timidating experience. Certainly | did not feel
too comfortable watching RTE's repeated live
coverage throughout their news bulletin.

But journalists on the scene, who were in-
deed threatened by the crowd on several
i seem to have given unusually wild

A bizarre and as yet occur-
rence happened last Sunday in Limavady,
County Derry, as Derry Templemore Ards
team lined up for a soccer match against
Coolagh United. Three minutes into the game,
2 UDR patrol marched onto the pitch and

estimates of both total attendance and ‘Third
Force’ marchers.

The ‘News Letter’ reported 18,000 present
and 5,000 marchers. The ‘/rish News’ said
15,000 marched and that Paisley * claimed

20,000 marchers. The ‘Guardian’ said 4,000
marched. The 7rish Times® headline claimed
7,000 ‘Third Force’ marchers, but contra-
dicted itself immediately in the first sentence
of the report by giving the same figure for the
total of marchers and onlookers at the rally.

RTE at first said 10,000 marched but
quickly corrected itself to 1,000. The 7rish
Independent’ said 10,000 marched but re-
ported Paisley as claiming only 13,000.

The ‘Irish Press” was in total confusion, it
said on its front page that 5,000 marched and
the square was filled by the ‘Third Force’.
Paisley, reported the Press’, had claimed
20,000 marchers. But in the editorial on the
inside pages the “/rish Press’ claimed that only
1,000 marched and that ‘the square was at
least half-empty’.

Which all goes to show that you cannot
always believe what you read in the papers.
(Except if you read it here, of course.)

But it makes you think what the effect of
the same level of publicity for the massive
hunger-strike rallies could have been.

THE medical condition of Irish political pri
six days on hunger-strike last Wednesday —
concern, resulting in his being transferred to
jail in the Isle of Wight.
Thirty-two-year-old Patrick Hill, a
native of Ardoyne in north Belfast but
who had been Iviing in Birmingham for
many years prior to his arrest, com-
menced his hunger-strike on October
31st, when a fellow political prisoner,
Gerard Hunter, was refused leave by the
British House of Lords to sue the police-
men who tortured confessions out of

i i ful

six Irishmen, includi Il and Hunter, unsuccessful. :
in November 1;17cium"g & For not only would such a re-opening
< 3 expose the brutal maltreatment em-

Patrick Hill, in a statement outlining
his reasons, said that he felt there was
now no channel open to him other than

He was one of six men arrested and
tortured in November 1974 following
the Birmingham pub bombings, princi-
Pally on the basis of forensic evidence
which suggested he had been in contact
with explosives.

However, despite  the evidence of,

soner Patrick Hill — twenty-
has begun to give cause for
the prison hospital at Albany

Woolwich
John Yallop — at their trial — that the
forensic test (which he had originated
himself) had been incorrectly carried out
py a junior laboratory technician, and
despite his public avowal last year that
the same results could have been ob-
tained by proximity to cigarette smoke,
moves to have the case re-opened were

ployed by the police to obtain con-
fessions against t! 3

and the subsequent beatings they suffered
1o commence & ip eI while on remand, but it could also
expose the m:
which convicted n
Patrick Hill, who were uninvolved in
the Birmingham bombings — in the
same way i
British jails are there solely on the basis
of lra(ne-qqs.anp‘lorlured

Arsenal  forensic  scientist,

he ‘Birmingham Six’,

assive, cynical frame-up
the men, including

as several other Irishmen in

@ Hunger-striker Patrick Hill

BALLAD SESSION
Christy Moore and guests
Friday 27th November
Sunnybank Inn
BRAY
Admission £2.50
RIS oy S T e
FUND-RAISING SOCIAL
Saturday 28th Novernber
Kevin Barry Club
44 Parnell Square
DUBLIN
Admission £1
Organised by Henry Heaney
Sinn Fein cumann, Crumiin
e RN TR
DANCE
Saturday 28th November
Horseshoe Inn
Ballindrait
LIFFORD
Co. Donegal
Admission £2
Organised by Sinn Fein
RO e e RUTS

SINN FEIN MEETING
COMHAIRLE CUIGE CONNACHT
Annual General Meeting
2.30 p.m. Sunday 29th November
Percy French Hotel
STROKESTOWN
Co. Roscommon
Each cumann to send two delegates

SINN FEIN MEETING
COMHAIRLE CUIGE LAIGHEAN
Annual General Meeting
2.30 p.m. Sunday 29th November
West County Hotel
Chapelizod
DUBLIN
All Sinn Fein cumainn in Leinster
must send two delegates

FUND-RAISING SOCIAL
Sunday 29th November
No. 5 Blessington Street,

DUBLIN
Organised by Jim Bryson
Sinn Fein cumann

STRIKERS® BENEFIT CONCERT
Featuring Christy Moore
and local artistes
8.30 p.m. Thursday 3rd December
The Lawns
Ballyfermot
DUBLIN
Admission £2

45 CARD DRIVE
9 p.m. every Thursday
European Hotel
COBH

Co. Cork
Organised by
H-Block/Armagh Committee

KEVIN BARRY CLUB
now open
8 p.m. to midnight
every Sundav
44 Parnell Square
DUBLIN

SINN FEIN MEETING
COMHAIRLE CUIGE MUMHAN
2 p.m. Sunday 6th December
NENAGH
Co. Tipperary
Each cumann to send two delegates

SUPPER DANCE
Music by Black Magic
10 p.m. — 2 a.m.
Sunday 6th December
Three Ways Motel
LETTERKENNY
Co. Donegal
Tickets £3
Organised by
An Cumann Cabhrach

BALLAD SESSION
Featuring ‘Brimmer’ and guests
8 p.m. Thursday 10th December
Jonathan Swift's
New Street
DUBLIN
Organised by Prisoners’ Dependants Fund

IRISH SOLIDARITY
MARCH & RALLY
11.30 a.m. Saturday 12th Decemnber
Assemble Roystonhill
GLASGOW
Scotland

YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT MARCH
2.30 p.m. Saturday 19th December
Assemble St. Stephen’s Green
March to GPO
DUBLIN
Organised by
na Fianna Eireann
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Dublin martyrs
recalled

THE murder of three IRA Volunteers
in Dublin castle on 'Bloody Sunday’,
November 21st 1920, was recalled at a
short ceremony In Dublin's Finglas
village last Saturday, November 21st,

The commemoration, attended by
local members of Sinn Fein and ne
Fianna Eireann, took place at a memorial
10 one of the three, Dick McKea

McKee, along with Peadar Clancy
and Conor Clune, was shot dead after
torture in Dublin castle on a day which
had begun with the killing of fourteen
British agents in Dublin, and in the
afternoon, the shooting dead of thir-
teen people and the wounding of seventy
more by the Black and Tans at a foot-
ball match in Croke Park.

Dick McKee, at the time of his
death, was commanding officer of the
IRA’s Dublin Brigade.

Born at Phibsboro Road in Dublin

in 1893, he moved with his family to
Finglas Bridge following the death of
his father.
He joined the Volunteers in 1913
and fought under Thomas McDonagh
in Jacob's factory in the 1916 Rising
and afterwards was imprisoned in
Knutsford jail and Frongoch camp.
He later served a short term in Mount-
joy before his appointment as the
Dublin Brigade's O/C

Peadar Clancy, McKee's deputy,
was arrested along with him, the night
before they were murdered, in a house
in Gloucester Street, Dublin.

Clancy. was born in Carrowreagh
, Cranny, County Clare in 1888.
He went to work in Dublin in 1913
and joined the Volunteers.

In the 1916 Rising he fought in the
Four Courts. He was afterwards sen-
tenced to death, but this was commuted
to penal servitude and he was released
in the general amnesty of 1917.

Conor Clune was also arrested on
Saturday night, November 20th 1920,
in Vaughan's Hotel in Parnell Square
which at the time was used as an IRA
meeting place. He was in Dublin to see
Piaras Beaslai, the IRA’s director of
publicity, having travelled there that
day from County Clare.

Clune, born in Quin, County Clare,
in 1893, had joined the Volunteers
shortly after their inception and was
active in the IRA’s Clare Brigade during
1919 and 1920.

SR YRR Y I
NEWS, Thursday November '}Glh, &31

Y

%
Y 2

-4 %,
2 /'/‘
b,
Y/

I REVIEWBY KEVIN BURKE

PRODUCING a high-quality quarterly
magazine with limited resources both in
contributors and finance, is a daunting
task, and we have yet to see how the
new republican magazine ‘/ris’, the
second issue of which has just been pro-
duced, will develop as it faces the
challenge.

The first issue of the magazine, which s
edited by Eamonn McCrory, chairperson of
Sinn Fein’s Foreign Affairs Bureau which pub-
lishes “/ris’, came out last April and admirably
faced the preliminary task of putting the
current situation in the context of the past
twelve years,

In doing so the first issue of the magazine
was transformed into a useful handbook for
republicans and far anyone interested in re-
publicanism, but in particular for _overseas
solidarity groups, which, after all, must be a
focus for the Foreign Affairs Bureau.

In the first editorial of the magazine we were
promised for the future “a quarterly blic

analysis of contemporary developments and
events, as well as feature articles and general
information.” However the events of the period
between the first and second issue have once
again postponed that promise.

Inevitably, the workload imposed by the
hunger-strike has meant a seven month gap
between the first and second ‘quarterly’. In
that period the Sinn Fein Foreign Affairs Bur-
eau undertook the major task of organising
and stimulating international support for the
hunger-strikers. In addition, Eamonn McCrory
was intimately involved in Belfast in the cam-
paign and for a few weeks stepped in as acting-

Dromintee
veteran dies

THE death has occurred of veteran
South Armagh republican Owen Grogan,
in his seventy-seventh year. Owen
Grogan was a legend in his own lifetime
in the Dromintee area.

His funeral cortege — one of the
largest ever in the parish — was led by
a uniformed Fianna guard of honour.
Local people carried the coffin in re-
lays as the cortege wound its way along
one-and-a-half miles of country lanes to
the strains of a lament played by piper
Donal Duffy.

The graveside oration was delivered
by writer and historian Michael J.Murphy,
who said:

“Owen Grogan, Volunteer of the
4th Northern Division of the Irish
Republican Army, served his country
faithfully during his lifetime and was a
symbol of the unbroken link in the
struggle for Irish freedom from the
United Irishmen, the Fenians, and
Padraig Pearse, right down to the pre-
sent day.

“He was engaged in action at Dun-
dalk barracks in 1922 and was one of
the most fearless Volunteers of the
time. However, like many of his com-
patriots, he was eventually forced to
flee, and he emigrated to America
in 1927. Whilst there, he worked un-
ceasingly with the Irish-American organ-]
isations.

“On his return from exile in 1950,
he once more lifted Ireland’s burden
and began at once to re-organise the
Dromintee area. He was instrumental
in forming the Easter commemoration
committee in the area, and was notable
at the Easter commemorations for his
reading of the 1916 Proclamation, a
duty he fulfilled only last Easter.
“Working by every means possible
for the good of the Republican Move-
ment, he formed the Lochrie/Campbell
Sinn Fein cumann and was a founder
member of the Dromintee hunger-
strike committee.”

Michael J. Murphy concluded: “The
seeds sown by Owen Grogan are ripen-
ing in the great upsurge of republicanism
that is inspiring the youth of today.”

editor of ‘An Phoblacht/Republican News’
during the brief hospitalisation of Danny
Morrison.

SECOND

The second issue of /ris” then, takes up the
task of covering the previous seven months
and devotes the first fifty-six of its bulky one
hundred and twenty pages to detailed coverage
of the hunger-strike, including profiles of the
ten dead hunger-strikers. The pressure of pro-
ducing the extended edition shows somewhat in
its production, but once again a valuable
record of the hunger-strike period has been
produced.

Elsewnere in the magazine there are interest-
ing features detailing the.carnage caused by
plastic bullets a short look at the Sticky ‘Sinn
Fein the Workers’ Party’, and another at na
Fianna Eireann.

“War News’ from April to October is record-
ed and excellently illustrated, there are two
book reviews, and short, perhaps superficial,
articles on El Salvador and Angola. In addition
there is a section on women in Ireland, which is
made up of the reproduction of the Sinn Fein
policy document — ‘Women in the New lIre-
land’ — and the excellent lecture on ‘The
oppression of women’ by Rita O'Hare.

QUESTION

This material, representing presumably the

@ ‘Vote Sinn Fein’ was the message plastered on the burnt-out shell of Bruree RIC barracks, and courthouse, in

County Limerick, one of hundreds of barracks destroyed by the IRA in the Tan War. This illustration introduces
an article in the latest ‘Iris’ which provides a good history of republican election intervention until 1923 but

explicably stops there

more ‘normal’ content of the magazine brings
into question its future intentions.

The ‘War News’, of course, is already record-
ed weekly in ‘An Phoblacht/Republican News’,
and the whole of the section on women has also
previously been printed there, and indeed is
available also in leaflet form. In fact the profiles
of the hunger-strikers first appeared in extend-
ed form in ‘“AP/RN’, which provided detailed
coverage of manoeuvres around the hunger-
strike each week

Putting this together in easily accessible
form is of course of value, but it is not provid-
ing the complement and contrast to ‘AP/RN’
by way of the more detailed ‘republican analy-
sis’ which we might hope would not be afraid
to examine or question some of the accepted
republican policies or attitudes, or draw out
republican policy in areas which are neglected.

ELECTIONS

The remaining section on ‘Elections’ may
illustrate this point further.

It carries an interview with Owen Carron,
MP, and a record of the election interventions
and successes during the hunger-strike. There
is also the previously published explanation
from an IRA spokesman on the IRA attitude
to elections in which he says: “There is fund-
amentally a need for republicans to bring about
conditions whereby the Irish people may seize
political and economic control of their own
destinies.

“Whether this can be assisted by an inter-
vention in the electoral process should be the
basis for discussion within republican circles.”

Such a discussion it would seem would be
an excellent subject for “/ris” to get its analytical
teeth into. But here the article on ‘Election
Interventions’ is a disappointment.

It provides a good history of such inter-
ventions to 1923, but inexplicably stops there,

shying away from an examination and explan-
ation of Fianna Fail, the Republican Congress,
Clann na Poblachta, Sinn Fein election success-
es in the ‘fifties North and South, and Sinn Fein
local authority involvement since.

In this context a consideration of the philos-
ophy of abstentionism would have been part-
icularly interesting looking at Leinster House,
Westminster and the EEC parliament and
examining the different attitudes to each.

And in regard to present local represent-
atives, and future electoral strategy, an exam-
ination of whether the clientelism of the
established parties is the correct attitude or a
new agitational approach as already outlined in
Sinn Fein’s social and economic policy is need-
ed. The setting up of Sinn Fein advice centres,
which have already, in some cases, adopted the
unfortunate title of ‘clinics’ makes such a con-
sideration particularly urgent.

It is disappointing, therefore, to find such an
article, in a pi t-day r blican ication,
ending, like the history books, at the Civil War.

It ‘'would appear that, given the Foreign
Affairs Bureau involvement, “/ris” will continue
to provide concise coverage, aimed at overseas
readers, of current events, and as such is a
valuable publication. But, given that resources
only allow one magazine, it must at this early
stage, as promised, begin to fulfill its other
rcle of real analytical examination and develop-
ment of republicanism’s attitude to the widest
possible range of subjects — a task currently
more suited to a quarterly magazine than a
weekly twelve-page newspaper.

We look forward then with interest to issue
number three.

“Iris” is available from the Sinn Fein Foreign
Affairs Bureau at 44 Parnell Square, Dublin 1,
telephone 726932, or 51/53 Falls Road,
Belfast, telephone 23214, at £1.25 plus
postage. Bulk rates are available on request.

ANNUAL SALE OF WORK

An Cumann Cabhrach Aonach na Nollag

Friday 4th, Saturday 5th, Sunday 6th December
Round Room, Mansion House, Dublin
Commencing 4 p.m. Friday, open until 10 p.m. each night

Buses: 4, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 20 :
Donations can be handed in at any of 1he 1otowinyg addresses
L4 Mctilynn,
M. Adammns, oKiny, " c
105 Sutton Pk, 29 All Saints 1 27 0'Connell Ave.,
Sutton. Haneny. Borkeley Rd
Tel: 324273 lel: 31494 Tel: 304503
t. Barrell
r.1ynn, R’ Snuth, <
94 KIV"L‘)IUI Pr, JA0 Nutgrove Ave., 3 Castleview Ave.,
Dublin 5. Ratntarnham, Clondalkin
Tel: 311868 1ol 985549 Tel: 592863

Support the prisoners’dependants

Admission 20




only monument in England to
rhtif’ who have died for Irish freo.
:1 om presently stands daubed with
ati-Irish slogans in a bleak north
:,.nr.nu"' cematery, which this
kend will be the venue of a
ublican commemoration for the
first time. in seveq years.

This Sunday, Novun}bu 29th, a
de and commemoration ceremony

revived by Sinn Fein in Man-
hester, along with local supporters, to
" the one hundred and fourteenth
Nn’.\cuarv of the hanging of the Man-
=:m_, Allen, Larkin, and
C'brien, in 1867, in whose honour tha
monument was erected.

The foundation stone of the once
ressive. memorial _in Moston cem.-
ptery was laid in 1898 by the Fenian
|eader James Stephens and the mon-
yment itself was completed ll’grua years
oter, financed by Irish immigrants in
he Manchester area.

|t has a base of Irish granite and
(hirty-two _ stones _of _Irish  limestone,
each bearing the name of an Irish
county. At each corner are the coats of
arms of the four provinces. Above this,
s section bears the carved heads of
Allen, Larkin, and O’Brien surrounded
py four statues, now severely damaged.
The main part is a Celtic cross in front
of which stands a figure of Erin.

The deeds of the plot are held by
the National Graves Association in
Dublin

pard
will

MARTYRS

The Manchester Martyrs, William
Allen of Tipperary, Michael Larkin of
Offaly, and Michael O‘Brien of Cork,
were hanged in public in Salford, adjac-
ent to Manchester, on November 23rd
1867. Their bodies are buried in the
yard of what was Salford jail, and not,
n fact in Moston cemetery, where their
memorial stands. v

All three were found guilty of killing
a policeman during the rescue of two
Fenians from a prison van near Belle
Vue in Manchester in September. 1867.
The policeman was shot when he peered
through a keyhole on the door of the
van just as the lock was being shot off.

It has long been recognised that
although the three had Fenian connect-
ons they were in fact innocent of the
charge, as were two men found guilty
with them, a sailor who was immediate-
ly pardoned and released, and an Irish~
American  whose death, sentence was
commuted and who was later released.

Their reported last words on the
scaffold have been immortalised in the
song ‘God Save Ireland’,

TRADITION
It has been a tradition for many
vears for commemoration ceremonies in
Manchester to take place at the Moston
monument in November and at Easter.

® MARTYRS' MEMORIAL
daubed with paint

On occasion these have

" BY DAMIEN &
| 0’ROURKE
b

had attracted little or no publicity until
the November commemoration of 1973.

On that occasion, the oration at the
monument was given by the late Maire
Orumm from Bollast, then vice-president
of Sinn Fein. There was major coverage
ol the event in the following morning’s
newspapers with photographs of what
Wwas termed an ‘IRA-style march in an
English city’

BANNED

As the next march approached, the
Easter commemoration of April 1974,
the local papers began a campaign to
have the march banned and the Cath-
olic bishop of Salford, in whose diocese
the cemetery lies, announced that no
march would be allowed to enter the
cemetery on Easter Sunday.

It was ironic that the same bishop,
Thomas Holland, in November 1967 had
celebrated a special ‘solemn High Mass’
to mark the centenary of the Manchester
Martyrs’ execution.

The Mass was part of a week of
events on that occasion organised by
the Manchester Martyrs and Easter
Week Commemoration Committee, the
same committee he was now banning.
On that occasion the oration at the mon-
ument was given by the late Belfast
republican Jimmy Steele.

(The composition ot the organisingy
committee was fairly ‘broadly-based’,
although almost elways influenced by
republicans. The speakers invited were,
therefore, almost exclusively republic-
ans. But the absence of one or two
committee members from a vital meet-
ing sometimes had interesting results,
as on one occasion in the very early
‘seventies, when John Hume was guest-

f-h
)

been reduced to a few individuals private-
ly keeping up the tradition, which has
'heen the case since public ceremonies
were called off in November 1974.

The decision to abandon that year’s
ceremodny was taken in the aftermath of *
the Birmingham bombings, which had
occurred just a fortnight before the
commemoration was due to take place,
and in the face of major opposition
engendered in the local media.

To march at that time appeared
suicidal, although local republicans, not
accustomed to backing down, were
perhaps influenced by advice from Dub-
lin, as it was thought that an anti-Irish
riot in an English city at that time would
not conducive to furthering the
republican cause.

The prospect of such a dramatic occ-
urrence was very real indeed and the
recent bombings had only added to
opposition which had been building up
in Manchester during the previous twelve
months.

Surprisingly, the bi-annual parades to
the cemetery, usually attended by a
couple of hundred people led by a
black-clad colour party and pipe band,

BIGGEST

Despite the publicity and the
bishop’s ban, or perhaps because of it,
the parade of Easter 1974 was the
biggest seen in many years. And arttract-
ed major media coverage.,

However, several hundred counter-
demonstrators also gathered, and as
the march set out to the cemetery the
front of the march was attacked and
fighting broke out.

Atter police intervention the parade
eventually arrived, with a number of
minor  clashes, at the locked cemetery
gates where a short ceremony was
drowned by the shouts of abuse from
the counter-demonstrators. Inside the
cemetery the monument stood battered
and daubed the previous day by triumph-
ant National Front members. Slogans
painted on it included ‘No IRA" and ‘We
hung these Irish bastards’.

Since that last march there have been
efforts to clean the monument, but each
time it has been daubed again with paint.
It remains the only monument to Irish
martyrs on English soil, now a reminder
also of the mindless En
Ireland which has always been the root
of years of oppression.

ation on November

and comrad in the Derry Brigade.
CROSSEY, Michael. (10th Anniversary)
The Republican Movament, North Ar.
magh, remember with pride Vol. Michael
Crossey, Oglaigh na hEireann, who died
while on aclive ser duty on November
22nd 1971, Thug s€ a raibh aige ar son
saoirse muintir na hEireann

CROSSEY, Michael. (101h Anniversary)
In proud and loving memory of Volun-
teer  Mich, Crossey, 1st Battalion,
North Armagh, Oglaigh na hEireann,
who died as a result of an explosion
while on active service in Lurgan on
November 22nd 1971, Greater love
hath no man than to lay down his
life for his friends. Remembered always
by the Tom Willlams/Thomas Harte
Sinn Fein cumann, Lurgan.

DUFFY, Patsy. (3rd Anniversary). In
oud and loving memory of Vol
sy Duffy, Derry Brigade, Oglaigh
na hEireann, who was gunned down
during an SAS stake-out ambush on
November 24th 1978. Throid sé agus
fualr sé bas ar son saoirse. Never for-
gotten Dby his friends and comrades
in the Derry Brigade.

DUFFY, Patsy. (3rd Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Volunteer
Patsy Duffy, Derry Brigade, Oglaigh
na hEireann, snot down unarmed by the
SAS on November 24th 1978. Always
remembered by Derry Sinn Fein. “The
only people worthy of freedom are
those prepared to go out and fight
for it every day, and die !f necessary.'
Chaith sé a shaol ag obair ar son saoirse
muintir na hEireann. J

DUFFY, Patsy. (3rd Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Volunteer
Patsy Duffy, Derry Brigade, Oglaigh
na hEireann, shot down unarmed by the
SAS on November 24th 1978. Never
forgotten by Martha and Brian. “The
day will dawn when all the people will
have the ire for freedom. It Is then

we will see the rising of the moon."
(Bobby Sands.)
DUFFY,

Patsy.
nd loving memory of
P Duffy, Derry Brigade, Oglaigh
na hEireann, who was shot dead by the
SAS on November 24th 1978. Re-
membered always by the Patrick Duffy
Sinn Feln cumann, Glasgow..

DUFFY, Patsy. (3rd Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory
Patsy Duffy, Derry Brigade,

(3rd Anniversary). In
Vol.

ol.
Oglaigh

y, Jonn; CARR. e Ve b1 m':’ . Comer of our

BRADY, Johnj V comse to care, 1of In & com r
Anniversary). In proud and loving (S 1O NS e torever ther

John Brady and o o ae ar son saolrse. Always proudly

Oglalgh o bered by his loving wife Moira,

Ll ot 9,00 4<%’ son Raymond, and dsugnters Briegin,

sarvice duly nd Martina,

Fhad's até na huagheanna seo in Eirinn,  FACEEIH Patsy, (3rd. Anniversary), ID

nf bheidn sfochdin ann gan saoise. ol o s U of vl Patsy Duffy.

Always remembered by (neir friends " " yjjjeq on active service on

- DUFFY, Patsy.

November 24th 1078. Always m-
pered by his son Patrick, daughte in-
law Donna, and grandchildren Patrick
and Gatriona. Fualr sé bSs ar son saolrse
na nEireann.

DUFFY, Patsy. (3rd Anniversary). In
loving - memory of Vol. Patsy Duffy,
who was killed on active service on
November 24th 1978. Always remem-
bered by Raymond d Mary, and his
grandsons Martin and James.

(3rd  Anniversary). |
geuimhne Vol. Patsy Duffy a fuair bas
ar son na nEireann. A Dhia déan tréc-
aire air. O Sedn Is Brendan.

DUFFY, Patsy. (3rd Anniversary). In
loving. memory of Vol. Patsy Dufty
who was killed in action by the oc-
cupation forces on November 24th
1978. Always remembered by the
Green family.

DUFFY, Patsy. (3rd Anniversary). In
foving memory of Vol Patsy Duffy
who was murdered by British soldiers
on November 24th 1978. Sonas sista
ar a anam. From Christy Grieve and
family.

GROGAN, Laurence. (2nd Annjversary).
In proud and loving memory of our dear
father Laurence Grogan, honorary vice-
president of Sinn Fein, who died on
November 24th 1979. Always remem-
bered by his loving family.

GROGAN, Laurence. (2nd Anniversary).
in proud and loving memory of our
comrade and mentor Laurence Grogan,
honorary vice-president of Sinn Fein,
who died on November 24th 1979.
Always remembered by his friends and
comrades in the Grogan/Flanagan Sinn
Fein cumann, Drogheda.

MARLEY, Michael. (8th Anniversary).
In proud’ and lovina memory of Fian
Michael Marley, Belfast Brigade, na
Flanna Eireann, who died while on
active service duty on November 24th
1973. Thug sé a shaol 6g ag trold ar son
saoirse muintir na hEireann.

MARLEY, Michael. (8th Anniversary).
In proud’ and loving memory of Fian
Michael Marley, Belfast Brigade, na
Fianna Eireann, who died on active
service duty on November 24th 1973.
Mary, Queen of Ireland, pray for him.
Always remembered by the Lower
Falls Commemoration Committee, Bel-
fast.

Sympathy

REID. The mother, father and family of
the late Billy Reid, RIP, wish to ac-
knowledge with thanks Mrs. Harriet Kelly
for the annual Masses which she has had
sald at Knock since our son was shot

ACKNOWLEDGEMEN

DRIVER. The Barney Morrison. Sinn
Fein cumann, Crossmaglen, deeply regret
the death of Frank Driver. His death Is a
great loss to the republican cause.

dead. We cannot thank her enough, but
our prayers and the holy sacraments ara
offered for her intentions and her
family. God bless you, Mrs Kelly.

GALLAGHER, Denls. (H5-Block). Happy
23rd  birthday, . ‘e are always
thinking about you. God bless and
protect you. Lots of love. From mum,
dad, Ann and Jacqueline.

GALLAGHER, Denis. (H5-Block). All
the best on your 23rd birthday, Denis.
Thinking and praying for you. From
Majella and children. Also from June,
Terry and family. And from James, Ira
and family.
GALLAGHER, Denis. (H5-Block). Happy
23rd birthday, Denis. From Charlie,
Ann and family. Also from Helen,
Tommy and family, and from Geraldine
and Peter,

GALLAGHER  Denis. (H5-Block). Happy
23rd birthday, Denis. From Phil, Joseph
and family. Also from

Aotk A kAR A A AR A A Ak Ak AA
BIRTHDAY GREETINGS

LENNON, Damien. (H6-Block). Birth-
day greetings to our dear son Damien on
his 21st birthday. Wishing you all that
you would wish yourself. Lots of love.
rom mum, dad, Fionnuala, and
brothers Sean and Ciaran (H-Block).
LENNON, Damien. (H6-Block). Happy
birthday, Damien, on your 21st birth-
day. Hope you have a nice day. You are
always In our thoughts. From your sister
Maureen, Brendan, Danny, Brendan and
Jim.
McCARTNEY, Raymond. (H-Block).
Birthday greetings to our nephew and
cousin, Raymond. All the best. From
aunt Molly, uncle Denis and your
cousins Helen, Phil, Charlie, James, June,

an
family, and from Kathleen, Dessy and
family.

GALLAGHER, Denis. (H5-Block). Happy
birthday, Denis. From the Sinn Fein
cumann, Shantallow, Derry.

KELLY, Joe. (Poruaoise). Happy birth-
day, Joe. From Jim, Therese, Aisling,
and Jimmy.
KELLY, "Joe. (Portiacise). Birthday
greetings, Joe, From the Jackie Griffith
Sinn Fein cumann, Ringsend.

KIND, Sean. (Portlaoise). 21st
birthday, Sean, and cangratulations on
completing one year as a POW. Keep the
chin up. From George, Noreen, Colum,

a5

and Anna.
LENNON, Damien. (H6-Block). Birth-
day greetings to my dear grandson

Damien on his 21st birthday. Hope you
are well. From granny, aunt Kate, aunt
Peggy, uncle = Gerald, and family,
Southampton.
LENNON, Damien. (H6-Block). Happy
birthday, Damien, on your 21st birthday.
Have a nice time. Lots of love from aunt
Maureen, uncle Tommy, Danny, Eileen,
Kay, Mary, Tom and familles.
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Elizabeth, Kathleen, Denis, Majella
: Ann. Take

care and God bless.

McCARTNEY, Raymond. (H-Block).

Birthday greetings, Raymond. From the
Sinn Fein cumann, Shantalliow, Derry.
MCcGETTIGAN, Sean. (Portlaoise).
Birtnday greetings, from Doreen and
Mick in the Sinn Fein POW department
Dublin.

McGETTIGAN,  Sean.  (Portlacise).
Happy birthday, Sean, from Big Dolly P.,
Woodbine Annle, and Sligo Kate.
MASTERSON, Oliver. (H4-Block). Happy
21st birthday, Oliver. “They wear no
convict’s uniform nor meekly serve
their time, that Britain might make
Ireland’s fight eignt hundred years of
crime.” From mummy, daddy, Jim,
Patrick, Michael, Paul, and sister Col-
lette.

O'KANE, John. (Paddy Joe). (H4-Block).
Happy birthday to our dear son. Always
in our thoughts and prayers. From your
loving mum and dad.

O'CATHAIN, Sein, (Bloc H4). Breithia
shona dult a Phaidf 6 Liam, Mdire, agus
Eoghan. Go mbeidh td saor lelsan ceann
50 chuaainn a chellliraah. NSA.

TRANSPORT SECTION, Republican
Prisoners' Welfare, Belfast, would like to
thank the Felons' club, New Lodge, for
the Night at the Races run at the club on
our behalf, at which £400 was raised.
Also, we gratefully thank all who
organised and attendea the function,

DRAW RESULTS
An Cumann Cabhrach, Dublin.
October draw.
£100: 33; £50: 12; £25: 91; £10: 254
;:: 47; £5: 3, 81, 169, 255, 282 and

Na Flanna Eireann draw, Dublin.
£50: 068, C. O'Foghla; £25:
N. McAolan; 09, M.
£5: 038, M. Walsh;
126, Mrs. Fitzmaurice; and E5:

066, C. Conway.
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TREACHEROUS TRIO LINE UP WITH THATCHER TO LASH IRA

THE Catholic hierarchy mounted a
massive and vitriolic attack against
the IRA on behalf of the British
[ t, last d, just at the
very time when maximum unity was
most ded e nationali
people in the North in the face of
potential loyalist attack.

Cardinal Tomas O Fiaich, in Armagh
on Friday evening; the Bishop of Derry,
Dr. Edward Daly, in a pastoral letter read
out in all churches of the diocese on Sunday;
and Fr. Denis Faul, in a public statement, on
the eve of loyalist leader lan Paisley’s
sectarian day of reaction on Monday, all
gave vent to uncalled-for viciously anti-
republican and pro-British  propaganda
messages that Margaret Thatcher and her
Tory henchmen must surely have loved to
hear.

Meanwhile, the notoriously pro-British Fr.
Anthony Mulvey of Melmount, Strabane,
has called upon people to tout on the IRA,
and last Sunday he orchestrated in his own
church an anti-republican stunt in the name
of ‘peace’.

All this, on the one hand, whilst, on the
other hand, Protestant clergymen of all
shades give full voice to grass-roots Protest-
ant sectarianism, demanding the ‘flushing
out of republican enclaves’ and ‘capital
punishment for republicans’, loyalist code-
phrases for ‘search and destroy’ operations
in Catholic areas, and for killing Catholics.

Cardinal O Fiaich, last Friday in Armagh,
directed his attention towards condemning
the ‘violence’ of the IRA, apparently un-
mindful of the much greater and unjustified
British and loyalist violence against his own
flock, and unmindful that only the end of
both the British presence and the loyalist
ascendancy will bring permanent peace to
this country.

The cardinal, worried by the obvious
appeal of the IRA to the unemployed and
idealistic young, said, “let priests and
people unite to show the young that justice
can be achieved through political means.”

But as the cardinal himsell well knows,
both as a keen student of Irish history and
of current affairs, the only ‘political means’
that the British understand, and that will
free Ireland, are those employed by repub-
licans: armed struggle plus mass mobilisation
of the people. %

Cardinal O Fiaich stated that participat-
ion in, or substantial co-operation with, the
deeds of the IRA is a ‘mortal sin’. But, as
a Sinn Fein spokesman pointed out, how can
it be a mortal sin to fight for a just cause;
surely it would be a mortal sin to stand idly
by while injustice is done, and to refuse to

_live up to one’s moral obligations?

HYPOCRITICAL

The Sinn Fein spokesman also pointed
out that Cardinal O Fiaich’s political speech
was ‘typically hypocritical’.

The spokesman said: “Cardinal O Fiaich
watched as ten young men died on hunger-
strike this year while all the time knowing in
his heart where the real guilt lay. Rather,
however, than publicly stand up to the Brit-
ish he cynically used his position to break
the relatives and so end the hunger-strike.

“The suffering endured by the blanket
men in the past, today, and in the future, is
now as much his responsibility as it is those
who devise and implement British penal
policy.”

The Sinn Fein spokesman went on: “As
important, however, has been the deafening
silence from Cardinal O Fiaich towards Brit-
ist atrocities and British misrule perpetrated
in this country of ours.

“Eight people, including two young
children, have been murdered, this year
alone, by the British and RUC with plastic
bullets.

“The British, through their presence in
this country and their policies over the cen-
turies and in recent years, have murdered
tens of thousands of Irish men and women.
The British, for example, continue to permit
the UDA to remain legal, to train, organise,
recruit, and murder.

“Few, if any, condemnations, have come
from the Catholic hierarchy about these
injustices and yet even opportunistslike
SDLP leader John Hume admit that the
national liberation struggle is but a symptom
of the disease, and that the disease is the
British presence.

“Daes commonsense not dictate that if
the problems of our country are to be
resolved that our attention should be direct-
ed at curing the disease?”

The IRA also condemned Cardinal
O Fiaich’s stance.

In a statement issued through the Irish

® Dr. Edward Daly

@ Fr. Denis Faul
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EXpose fear
of republican

Republican Publicity Bureau in Dublin, and
signed by P. O’Neill, the IRA said:

“Many of our supporters have expressed
disbelief in recent months at the stance of
the Catholic hierarchy, especially over the
hunger-strike and the violence of the RUC
and British army.

““Once again Cardinal O Fiaich has issued
a statement condemning the IRA this
time in the strongest terms possible. To put
it plainly Cardinal O Fiaich, under pressure
from Protestant churchmen, who have a
political vested interest in the status quo,
has capitulated and taken an expedient
line.

“Of course the cardinal has thrown in
condemnation of loyalist sectarian violence
for good measure, but we ask him now,
equally in the strongest terms possible, as
we asked him without reply several weeks
ago, how moral is the British occupation of
Ireland and how moral were the plastic
bullet killings of Carol-Anne Kelly and
Julie Livingstone?

“There is another important question
which needs answering, Does Cardinal O
Fiaich back up his statement by calling
upon the nationalist people to inform to
the British on their fellow Irish country-
men?’

DISHONEST

The most deliberately dishonest state
ment of the weekend barrage came —
regrettably, but as might be expected these
days — from Fr. Faul.

Echoing British and loyalist propaganda
claims, Fr. Faul listed part-time UDR
soldiers and RUC g full
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Irish

as
‘phoney’.

(Interestingly, more importantly, and in
sharp contrast, on RTE's Today Tonight’
television current affairs programme on
Monday evening, Harold McCusker, soon to
be leader of the Official Unionist Party,
sharply pointed out to SDLP leader John
Hume that if the Paisleyite-inspired scenario
of an independent six counties does arise,
then those whom the loyalists should negot-
iate with would be the British and Free State
governments, and — not the SDLP — but
the IRA, as was confirmed, McCusker added,
by the Fermanagh and South Tyrone by-
election results.)

INTERESTS
Fr. Faul warned that the IRA’s armed
campaign_has nothing to do with the best
interests of ‘the Irish people, nor with justice
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Dr. Edward Daly’s outspoken and out-
rageous pastoral letter, last weekend, came
the closest yet — in recent times — to the

ication of IRA Vol s.

Dr. Daly appears to have never heard of
the Catholic concept of a ‘just war’, which
this war of national liberation most certainly
is. For in his selective and hypocritical con-
demnation of ‘violence’ — the IRA’s physical
force — Dr. Daly stated: “No member of our
church can remain a member of our church
and, at the same time, remain a member of
any organisation that decides of jts own
accord to perpetrate cold-blooded murder
as a central part of its strategy, whatever
the motive, whatever the ideal.”

One can be certain that this politically
motivated and specifically directed message
has not been communicated to the Cath-
olic chaplains in the British army, nor to
those to whom they minister.

As Dr. Daly himself pointed out: “This
campaign (the IRA’s campaign) has been
condemned by the Holy Father, by car-
dinals, by bishops other than and as well
as myself, by priests, and by members of
our laity, so often that the vocabulary of
moral condemnation has been virtually
exhausted.”

And all to no avail, because politics,
especially the politics of fighting the Brits,
rightly remains outside’ the realms of
theology, according to the mass of the
nationalist people.

The nationalist people are certainly wise
enough to distinguish their political leaders
from their religious mentors, and given the
pro-British track record of the Catholic
hierarchy, it is both just as well and hardly
surprising.

Dr. Daly asked: from whom do the IRA
derive their authority? An easily answered
question: from the historical -negation of
democracy by the British, from the oppress-
ion suffered day and daily by the nationalist
people, and from the popular support given
to the IRA by the people, without whom it
could not survive.

According to Dr. Daly: “A political sol-
ution to our problem_is needed urgently,
but that has to be sought and found through
peaceful, non-violent means.”

Again Dr. Daly, like Fr. Faul, reiterates
a well-tried recipe for disaster and defeat. At
the end of the day there is only one message
the Brits understand and that — unfortunate
as it may be — is delivered through the barrel
of a gun. There is not a single example in
Irish or world history that dictates other-

wise.
TIRADES

These latest hypocritical anti-republican
tirades by the Catholic hierarchy, spear-
headed by the treacherous Fr. Faul, who in
the past has masqueraded as a friend of the
beleaguered nationalist people and their
prisoners, appear to be primarily motivated
by the — politically conscious and reaction-
ary — hierarchy’s fear that republican part-
icipation in the electoral sphere (as confirm-
ed by Sinn Fein’s recent ard fheis decision
to contest six-county local council elections)
will undermine their political counterparts,
the SDLP, and reinforce republicans as the
true representatives of the nationalist
people.

The Catholic hierarchy are correctly fear-
ful that IRA-led progress towards a united
independent Ireland prefaces their own

for Catholics, without st g this un-
founded allegation. But republicans are con-
fident that judgement on this can best be
left to the people concerned, without whose
support the IRA would not be able to
function and to flourish as it does today.

More to the point, what single act has the
Catholic hierarchy carried out in the interests
of the people in the last thirteen years of the
‘troubles’? All we get is calls to lay down
our arms, to get back down on our knees,
and to call off the struggle.

Who have laid down their lives in defence
of the people? Who are the modern-day
martyrs?

This year there have been the ten selfless
and dedi d H-Block martyrs whose

¥y
ambushed recently by the IRA, slyly des-
cribing each one purely by their respective
civilian occupations. He nidiculously char
acterised these enemy gunmen as ‘innoc
ent Protestant working class men’, thus
adding fuel to false claims that IRA oper-
ations against these British armed forces
are sectarian attacks on the Protestant
people.

Fr. Faul, in his attack on the IRA, again
exposed his genuine fear of republican
potential in the political arena, when he
spoke of trying to take away the IRA’s

future, and described the IRA‘s claim to
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motives not even Fr. Faul dare attack. This
very week we remember with pride and
honour three Derry Brigade IRA Volunteers,
John Brady and James Carr, killed Novem-
ber 28th 1972, and Patsy Duffy, shot in the
back on November 24th 1978; a North
Armagh IRA Volunteer, Michael Crossey,
killed November 22nd 1971; and Belfast
Brigade Fian Michael Marley, killed Novem-
ber 24th 1973.

And then Fr. Faul has the impudence to
impugn the motives and idealism of men
who are prepared to sacrifice their lives on
others’ behalf: IRA Volunteers!

T , together with that of the SDLP
leadership, from the backs of the nation-
alist people, as the people throw off their
conservative ideological chains in favour
of radical working class republican socialist
politics.

(Both the Catholic hierarchy and the
SDLP leadership represent Catholic middle
class opinion bent upon collaboration with,
and servility to, the British, and the preser-
vation of the political status quo and of
capitalist stability.)

The Catholic hierarchy appear to have
gained the false confidence to embark upon
this latest assault on republicanism, direct-
ly opposing the physical force necessary to
remove the British presence, because of their
eventual success two months ago in under-
mining the H-Block hunger-strike through
lhg cynical manipulation of distressed
Prisoners’ relatives.

But the hierarchy will find to their cost
that attempting to undermine the armed
struggle waged by a confident IRA, with
rejuvenated mass support behind it, against
a backcloth of the everlasting contradict-
ions of the sectarian six-county statelet (as
currently manifested by Paisley’s ‘Third
Force'), is a totally different task — the
outcome of which will be their reduced
influence the nati ist people.
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