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THE FACE

ALMOST like a slap on the face to
wake RUC chief Hermon out of his day-
dreaming, the hand of the IRA struck
out at the British army and RUC in the

occupied six counties, leaving three
Brits dead in an M60 machine gun
attack, an RUC inspector killed in Derry
city, and a sergeant seriously wounded
in Belfast. But, of course, the attacks,
embarrassing as they were to Hermon
who had just described the IRA as
‘reeling’” were not related to his com-
ments, although Paisley, to embarrass
his arch-enemy, has alleged that they
were.

However, the series of incidents will no
doubt ensure that Hermon, or for that matter
any of his political overlords, exercises a bit
more discretion when predicting the ‘defeat’

of the IRA. Following the Belfast ambush
in which three soldiers were killed, the incident
was raised in the British parliament and the
bitter comments which were made were, by
implication, a public chastisement of Hermon.

Direct-ruler Jim Prior appealed for ‘re-
straint’ in commenting about the ‘security
situation’ and Labour’s opposition spokes-
person, Don Concannon, condemned ‘loose
talk about the demise of the IRA’. Prior agreed
with him and said: “/ think the less said about
these things the better.”

So comered was Hermon that the RUC
came to his rescue and took the unprecedented
step of absolving him from any responsibility

by falsely declaring that they had ‘information’-

that the attack was planned before ‘Hermon
made his comments in a BBC interview.

This salutary lesson for Hermon, of jumping
to conclusions and making rash statements,

should also indicate to republican supporters
that the IRA, as stated in an exclusive inter-
view in this week’s An Phoblacht/Republican
News, remains intact. And though it is sub-
ject to repression and the losses sustained in
warfare, it is republican supporters who are
presently being subjected to an intense prop-
aganda war and who are the objects of the
recent campaign by the RUC.

In the interview, the IRA spokesperson
covers a wide range of subjects including the
emergence of paid agents and exaggerated
claims by the gardai in the twenty-six counties
of the extent of captures of IRA equipment.

But what comes across most is the assurance
and determination that the struggle for national
liberation will continue relentlessly until vic-
tory; an assurance underlined not least by
last week's M60 blitz on British gunmen driving
through an Irish street in Belfast.

spineless Free State part-
es when it comes to
asserting lIrish sovereign-
ty, but not when it
comes to collaboration or
ttacking the only people
truggling for a united
reland.

The forces
establishment

in the

them) are
same forces which were against
the five just demands of last
year’s hunger-striking patriots.
The SDLP must be politically
neutralised and the British
have to be militarily under-
mined.

Since the reaction of the
Free State authorities to not
just republican political and
military successes, but to the
ultimate loyalist reaction to

(continued on next page)

Exclusive
interview
with IRA

IN A MAJOR interview given exclusively
to An Phoblacht/Republican News earlier
this week by a senior spokesperson, the
IRA has explained the level of its military
operations, the effect of paid informers,
and the republican election strategy.

The overwhelming conclusion in the
words of the IRA, is that ‘We are here to
stay’.
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thpse successes, can deter-
mine how well the nation-
alist people remain defended
by the IRA, it is essential
that republicans throughout
the twenty-six counties keep
public - opinion informed’ of
the dangers, whilst at the same
time offering a radical political
alternative to Free Statism.

The British government is
prepared to encourage a de-
stabilisation of the Free State,
a destabilisation often falsely
attributed  to the IRA, but
which in actual effect would
precipitate a lurch to the
right to protect British and
gombeen interests.

That not-so-incredible scen-
ario is the danger of British
rule’s foothold in the North
of Ireland and though the
Brits can be, and are, unnerved
by continuing IRA successes
it is as well to be conscious
of all the future possibilities
they have up their sleeve.

IN WHA_T appears to be follow-
up reprisals for the killing of
three members of the Royal
Green Jackets on Thursday morn-
mg,_March. 25th, by an IRA active
service unit in west Belfast, a 27-
year-old Ballymurphy man was
kidnapped, houses were raided
and several innocent people in
the vicinity of the shooting
were arrested.

‘“At around 8.45 p.m. on Thursday
night_ John Clarke, accompanied by his
cousin, left his home and made their
way to a friend’s house in the neighbour-
ing New Barnsley estate. However, as
they approached the corner of New
Barnsley Gardens they were stopped by
several Brits in two landrovers who
asked for their names and addresses which
they gave. After a thorough body search
one of the Brits grabbed a bag which
contained video casettes out of John's
cousin’s hand and threw them up a nearby
entry. John recalls: “We were abused
quite a lot. | knew they were only
trying to provoke us so | decided to
keep my mouth shut and play it safe.”

One of the Brits moved away several
yards and radioed in to the barracks
their names and addresses. He then
called out, “Bring him down here,”
pointing to John, who was then physic-
ally forced into the second jeep. Both
jeeps sped off onto the Springfield Road
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Green Jackets take revenge

® JOHN CLARKE
kidnapped by Brits and handed over to loyalists

and past the Henry Taggart fort, where
the Brits are based. By this stage John
thought he was being taken to Spring-
field Road barracks but they turned
left into Springmartin Road and into the
notoriously loyalist Highfield estate.

BEWILDERED

John continues: “When the first jeep
pulled up a Brit jumped out and called
two men over who were standing at a
corner. A few minutes later they jumped
back into the jeep and shouted: ‘Get
him, he’s a taig!” | became very nervous
as | began to realise what was hap-
pening. The Brits then threw me out of
the jeep, punching me in the ribs

- and head, and shouted at me to rup,

| stood on, bewildered because | thought
they would only shoot me if | did
run and then say later that | was trying
to escape.”

The two men then came towards
John and tried to grab him. “/ got
away from the first one, but the second
one, who had some kind of iron bar in
his hand struck me across the head.
| ran for my life. | was terrified and |
didn’t know where to run to; all | could
think of was to get to a telephone.”

Fortunately, for John Clarke, who is
an ex-internee, he was able to gain
admittance to a house . where he
telephoned for an ambulance. He was
taken to the Mater Hospital where he
received five stitches to a cut jn the
head.

In_another incident earlier that day
the Dungloe Crescent home of 60-year-
old Mrs Roseleen McConville from
Lenadoon was broken into and raided
by members of the same regiment who
gained admission by smashing through
a glass door. Mrs McConville who was
not at home at the time, described her
home as being ‘ransacked’ by the Brits
who scattered clothing and personal
belongings around the bedrooms. The
following night, March 26th, about
forty houses in Iris Drive in the Beech-
mount area were systematically searched
in a follow-up to the shooting of the
previous day. The area was sealed off for
several hours and no-one allowed in or
out.

THATCHER SNUBS HAUGHEY’'S ANGLO-IRISH PROCESS

THE recent ‘strong words’ fro
Haughey, both at home and i

bility of British withdrawal,
direct-ruler Jim Prior’s plans for ‘rolling devolution’ as un-
workable, has met with an apparently studied snub from the
British leader Margaret Thatcher.

Her description, in that familiar
slow, deliberate, supercilious drawl,
of the twenty-six counties as the
‘Irish Free State’, at a press con-
ference following the EEC summit
last Tuesday, March 30th, can
only be interpreted as a put-down
for Haughey after his recent big
talk. And, whatever the diplomatic
niceties required later by way of
explanation, the message cannot
be lost on anyone.

What London requires from
Dublin is quite simply collaboration.
It is prepared to allow the latter
to pose as equal partners in special
Anglo-Irish relationships or councils,
and even, as when Haughey boosted
that relationship out of all pro-
portion during 1981, to swallow
some annoyance, as long as the
necessary goods are delivered in the
form of imprisoning Britain’s
opponents or guarding the British-
imposed border.

NEO-COLONY
However, although the leash is a
long one, London also considers
it can give a sharp tug at the collar
of its neo-colony when necessary,
and that is basically what Thatcher’s
reminder of reality is for.

The unimportance given to the
Fianna Fail attitude to devolution
was made clear in brusque and
dismissive terms by Jim Prior after

m the Fianna Fail premier Charles
n the United States, on the desira-
and his dismissal of Northern

Gollaboration only

BY KEVIN BURKE '

his brief early morning meeting
with the Free State Foreign Minister
Gerry Collins in London on Wed-
nesday, March 31st. He is going
ahead with his plans and Dublin
can like it or lump it.

So Haughey is now faced with
the reality of his expected role in
Britain’s plans for lIreland — col-
laboration only. His claims of a
special relationship and talk of a
high-profile third parliamentary tier
for the Anglo-Irish Council do not
make a viable or believeable story.
The Anglo-Irish process, until this
initiative fails, is not convenient
for London at the moment.

GARDAI _

If Charles Haughey is faced
with a choice of positive action
for British withdrawal or just piping
down and. continuing subservient
collaboration, the Free State garda
sergeants and inspectors seem to
face no such difficulty.

At their conference in Bantry
this week, they had made it clear
that, as regards their anti-republican
activities, which take up most of
their efforts, they would prefer
to be directly controlled from
London - rather than indirectly
through Dublin.

Demands at the Association of
Garda Sergeants and Inspectors
conference have been extensive.

gD

@ Gerry Tuite arrives at Dublin’s Special Court earlier this week — one more victim of Free St

Attracting most attention has been
the call for the introduction of
extradition on political charges.
They have also demanded other
changes in legislation to increase
their repressive powers, including
powers to search and question
without needing to arrest and
using ‘reasonable force’, a general
power of detention for twenty-
four hours, the removal of any
necessity for a caution before
questioning, a general power to
search premises without a warrant,
an end to the right to bail and so
on.

Failing a change in the extra-
dition laws the garda officers want
their RUC colleagues to be allowed

into garda barracks to interrogate
victims; a resolution passed unan-
imously at the conference.

LEGISLATION
The Fianna Fail Minister for
Justice Sean Doherty, himself a
former Special Branchman, in his
speech to the fi , avoided

ate collaboration

dependency on Neil Blaney and
Tony Gregory, to both of whom
such changes are anathema.

But meanwhile, on Wednesday
this week, March 31st, Gerry Tuite,
the republican escapee from Lon-
don’s Brixton prison, appeared in
the Dublin Special Court to be

the diti question g
the powers of the Criminal Law
(Jurisdiction) Act which has already
jailed six of the Crumlin Road
jail escapees in the Free State.

He also ised a legi

in stody once again
under the Criminal Law (Juris-
diction) Act. And under the same
collaborative device, a mother of
three  children, Eilish Flynn,
appeared later in the day charged

package to give the gardai more
powers, but was distinctly vague
about its exact nature. A result,
more than likely of Fianna Fail's

with of two pistels in
Belfast in February last year.

On collaboration, despite the
snubs and contempt of the British,
Dublin continues to deliver.
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A WEEK of daring and spec.
tacular military operstio:':e in
Belfast and Derry city, and a
landmine attack in South
Armagh, has re-affirmed
that the IRA remains
firmly in business, its oper-
ational structure intact, its
morale buoyant and its rev-
olutionary will unimpaired.

In contrast, such a shock to the
whole nervous system of the loyalist
community was provided by the
first and most dramatic of the
week's IRA operations — in which
three Brits died — that DUP leader
lan Paisley rounded on the RUC
Chief Constable Jack Hermon, and

him of bearing part of the blame
for the deaths by his arrogant
boast earlier in the week that the
IRA was ‘reeling’ from the blows
flicted by paid informers.

Far from it being the IRA
which is reeling, it is the RUC
and the Brits themselves who are
now reeling under the series of
successful IRA operations, with
the accompanying loss of morale.

THREE BRITS
KILLED
In the most successful attack on
British army personnel for ten
three members of the
Royal Green Jackets regiment were
hot dead in west Belfast last

entrance of Springfield Road Brit/

RUC barracks into Cavendish Street,

and then turned right along Crocus

Street, back towards Springfield
oad. \

As the second Brit armoured
vehicle reached the top end of
Crocus Street, IRA Volunteers,
who had taken over a house in
Cavendish Street several hours
previously, opened fire with an
M60 machinegun and two .762
rifles firing armour-piercing rounds.
In the fusillade of shots — over fifty
rounds fired from the M60, and
about ten from each of the rifles
— one Brit travelling in the second
vehicle was killed outright and
two died in hospital shortly after-
wards.

Panic-stricken British soldiers in
the first vehicle of the patrol ran
, three of them hiding
in a house in adjoining Malcolm-
son Street, from where they refused
to come out.

Following the ambush the IRA
Volunteers made good their escape,
having left a spent round of am-
munition connected to a _small
booby-trap explosive charge in an
alleyway behind the hpuse they
had commandeered. This was de-
signed to kill or injure whichever
Brit or RUC man picked up the
round in the follow-up search.

However, when the IRA rea_lised
that the Brits or RUC had either
missed the booby-trap or had
deliberately left 'nﬁ:uact in Fhe
ho| that any resulting civilian
iniE?ies would discredit the !RA,
they phoned first the Samaritans

o e
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with a warning, and, when that
failed to produce a r they

® The car in which an RUC sergeant was critically wounded last Tuesday

doubt is that the Brits and RUC
DLR ISR o engBL

then phoned a priest who con-
tacted the RUC, forcing them to
have the booby-trap safely de-
fused. %

The IRA ambush began to be
set up at midnight on Wednesday
when a five-strong ASU com-
mandeered the house in Cavendish
Street. The house’s occupants were
treated courteously by the Volun-
teers throughout, and indeed one
of the occupants — an elderly
woman — was able to sleep through
the night and was unaware of the
Volunteers’ presence in the house
until shortly before the shooting
took place. In addition to the ASU
in the house, a separatc ASU
comprising four Volunteers pro-
vided a back-up in the adjoining
area.

Prior to the ambush there were
three earlier occasions that moming
when the IRA had British army
or RUC patrols in their sights,
but refrained from opening fire
because of civilians close-by. In
the attack itself there were a
number of minor injuries sustained
by civilians mostly when ducking
for cover. A 26-year-old civilian
sustained a bullet wound in the
lower part of the leg but this may
in fact have been the result of
undirected fire from some of the
British soldiers on the spot, though
it is uncertain. What is beyond

G

Publicity Bureau:-
“Foll

vestigate the circumstances in which an 11-
year-old boy died after being caught accidentally in a car-bomb blast in Ban-
bridge, County Down, earlier this month, the IRA issued the following statement
in Dublin last Tuesday, March 30th, through P. O'Neill of the Irish Republican

y y
the injuries to civilians, however
caused. In one particular instance
this led to a row between an
RYH nurse and Brits when they
tried to persuade her to admit
for treatment a civilian suffering
from a cut finger!

The morale-shattering impact for
the Brits of this daringly success-
ful attack, carried out only yards
from west Belfast’s main Brit/
RUC barracks, was compounded
for them by the fact that it was
almost a carbon-copy of an ambush
only a _street away, in October
1979, when two members of the
King’s Own Scottish Borderers
were wounded in an IRA ambush.
Following that attack the RUC
periodically visited the occupants
of all houses facing the barracks
asking. them to beware of the IRA
commandeering houses in the area
for attacks.

The latest such RUC round of
visits on local homes was on Wed-
nesday morning, March 24th — the
day before the IRA ambush!

TOP RUC MAN
SHOT DEAD
In the second dramatically
successful attack of the week the
IRA in Derry city shot dead a long-
serving senior member of the RUC.

ing & car-bomb jon in

into the

11-year-old Alan McCrum was killed, the IRA promised a further statement.

on March 15th last, in which

of the bomb warning |

has been carried out.

source.

“IRA instructions to Volunteers on bomb warnings are very specific. A wam-
ing must be telephoned to the target area, one to the RUC and one m an
i i have to have these respective telephone
numbers and to check that they are working. In the case of the Banbridge bombing
with to the

of our

these warnings were not
team,

\pmnsdwu are now underway.

“A full report has been given to the GHQ staff of the IRA and dllcfﬂl/nllj

died minutes after leaving the
Strand Presbyterian church in Pat-
rick Street where he had attended
the morning service, ‘last Sunday,
March 28th.

Just after climbing into his
car, two motorcycle-mounted IRA
Volunteers drew alongside, one of
them firing several shots through
the windscreen. The RUC man
was hit in the head and died in-
stantly. The Volunteers drove off
safely and returned to base, and
their commandeered motarcyclewas
only found two days later in the
Creggan estate.

The RUC man was the highest-
ranking RUC man in Derry ever
to be shot by the IRA, and had
been in the RUC since 1954 and
stationed in Derry since 1959.

He was well-known to nation-
alists in the city as an arch-
opponent of H-Block supporters,
and in recent months had been
extremely active in procuring heavy
fines and terms of imprisonment
for H-Block supporters who had
been active during the hunger-
strike.
* While his death was the result
of his role as a member of the
British crown forces, and he would
have been a legitimate target in
any circumstances, the Derry Bri-
gade of the IRA in a statement
claiming responsibility for the attack
indicated that his zealous pers-
ecution of H-Block activists had
directly led to his being targetted.

Less than two weeks before he
died, the RUC inspector had be-
come the last RUC man in Derry
to move house from the nation-
alist west bank of the city — he
lived in Belmont Road — to the
relative safety of the predomin-
antly loyalist Waterside district.
In recent years all other .RUC
men who had been living in the
west of the city had moved to the
Waterside in an attempt to fore-
stall IRA attacks.

RUC MAN
CRITICALLY WOUNDED

Careful intelligence work and
split-second timing led to the critical
wounding, last Tuesday, March
30th, of an RUC man in civilian
clothes, close to the scene of the
M60 machine gun ambush five days
earlier in west Belfast.

The IRA attack took place at
the bottom of 'the Springfield
Crescent cul-desac, in full view
of a British army sangar one hund-
red yards away at the junction of
Springfield Road and Cupar Street.

Taggart Brit/RUC barracks at New
Barnsley where he also worked.
He had recently been promoted
to sergeant and was due to. be
transferred to Limavady in north
Derry.

Before picking up the woman,
the RUC man reversed his yellow
Datsun car into a builder’s yard
to turn round.

As he did so a number of IRA
Volunteers stepped forward from
an entry and fired about four
shots through the windscreen,
wounding the RUC man in the
chest. The Volunteers then dis-
appeared down the entry into
adjoining Colinview Street and made
good their escape.

The RUC man was taken to
hospital where he was reported
to be in an extremely serious
condition, and it seemed a strong
possibility that he would not
survive.

In view of the circumstances
in which the RUC man was am-
bushed — in picking up a civilian
who was employed at a nearby
Brit/RUC barracks — it is worth
reiterating an earlier IRA warning
to those civilians who openly
collaborate with the enemy that
they do so entirely at their-own
risk.

SOUTH ARMAGH
LANDMINE

At least one British soldier was
injured when a 100 Ibs. landmine
planted by the IRA at Edenappa,
close to the village of Jonesboro in
South Armagh, was detonated at
about 5 p.m. on Tuesday evening,
March 30th, as a British army
foot patrol was passing by.

The Brits at first denied that
they had sustained any injuries,
but the sheer improbability of
this and the claim of a local res-
ident that he saw a soldier hurled
into the air by the explosion,
forced them to revise their earlier
statement and to admit that one
soldier had been slightly injured

GAMBLING ARCADE
CLOSED

THE BELFAST Brigade of the IRA were

responsible for the burning down of a

gambling arcade in the St James’ area of

west Belfast on Wednesday week,

March 24th,

The proprietor of the arcade, a local
businessman, George McCann, who owns
@ similar arcade in Castle Street in the
city centre, had been warned in a series
of meetings with local residents and
traders, clergy and Sinn Fein members,
that the planned arcade was not wanted
in the area and that it could only serve
as a further drain on the already limited

However, - the Brits g the
sangar were caught unawares and
did not respond in time,

The  RUC man, who is in his
thirties, had driven into Spring-
field Crescent, as he did each
morning, to pick up a woman who
worked as a cleaner in the Henry

S ¥

fi f local people, youth,
Despite giving earlier assurances that
he would not open his euphemistically-
termed ‘bingo ant social club’ if there
were enough local opposition, McCann
went ahead and opened the premises
‘on Wednesday evening. ,
Shertly afterwards, IRA Volunteers
occupied the arcade and burnt itdown. 3
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FIANNA FAIL WINDOW DRESSING CANNOT DISGUISE BUDGET REALITY

BY KEVIN BURKE

THE' longest Budget in the history of the Free State, which began with Fine
Gael’s John Bruton bowing out as Coalition Finance Minister with his failed
attempt on January 27th, was finally delivered on Thursday last week, March

25th, by Fianna Fail’s Finance Minister Ray McSharry.

In between has been eight weeks which have been dominated
with Budget variations of one kind or another, but all building
a picture of harsh measures to come, so that when the final
product arrived the long-awaited blows seemed somehow to

have been softened.

To further produce the same
»ffect, beginning a strategy of
ypportunistic window-dressing,
“ianna Fail introduced a first
ohase of the Budget two weeks in
3dvance when, on March 12th, by
special statutory order, it increased
axcise duty on beer, spirits and
cigarettes — at a rate 2p higher
than Fine Gael had proposed, and
increases added to in the Budget
itself by the VAT increase of 3%
in the 15% rate. Also in advance,
on March 15th, increases ' were
announced of 20% in postal and
phone charges.

The most publicised and con-
troversial hardships in the Fine
Gael Budget, the imposition of
VAT on clothing and footwear and
the removal of food subsidies,
were indeed reversed by Fianna
Fail. This, coupled with the delivery
of most of the Tony Gregory pack-
age for Dublin’s inner city — which
is estimated to be responsible for
63% of the £70 million extra
government expenditure announced
— gave the Fianna Fail Budget a
gloss which enabled both Gregory
and the Sticky SFWP to support
it.

Nevertheless, the reality of the
Budget remains a severe cut in
living standards and the con-
tinuation of the inequitable PAYE
tax system by which the wage-
earner pays the vast majority of
tax income whilst the corporate
sector, the self-employed and the

big farmer, escapes virtually un-
scathed.

The increases in both rates of
VAT, the increase in excise duties,
road tax, post officecharges, and
other ‘outside’ price rises sanc-
tioned — such as the 8.7% increase
in Dublin Gas and the effects of
the 2% rise in bank interest rates
and eventually in mortage rates —
will ensure an inflation rate once
again this year of over 20%.

SUPPLEMENT

Budget changes in PAYE —
reducing the 35% band to £3,000,
the increase in the Social Insurance
contributions and introduction of
a youth employment levy will
reduce take home pay for all but
the very lowest paid, and even
those falling outside the income
tax net by virtue of the increased
personal allowances will still be
hit by the latter two levies on
income. A

The family income supplement
at a cost of £4 million, announced
in the Fine Gael Budget, has
disappeared in the Fianna Fail
one, and although this same figure
has been allocated to two double
week payments in September and
December for the children of
social welfare recipients, the low-
paid worker loses out.

On the face of it a 25% increase
in social welfare payments appears
substantial, but a look at inflation
rates puts it in clear proportion

‘has

and the welfare recipients remain
very much as they were — making
up the dreadful statistic of one in
four of the twenty-six county
population living below the poverty
line,
On the other side, the Budget
been described as an anti-
business one. But the provisions
referred to in supporting this
description are not as punitive as
they have been painted. Profit-
making companies have to pay their
corporation tax six months earlier
this year, and importers will in
future be billed with VAT —
which is paid ultimately by the
consumer — at the point of entry.

DERISORY

The effect of these measures
is on cash-flow only and does not
hit directly at profits. The rise in
the rate of Corporation Tax by
5% to 50% for the full rate is
derisory as most companies success-
fully avoid paying this rate.

The special £20 million levy on
bank profits is only a pin-prick
against the institutions which make
five times that much profit and
avoid paying any other tax on it
by a variety of loopholes.

Equally, massive profits on
speculation with development land
are not made any more justifiable
by the provision to increase Capital
Gains Tax on them by 5% to 50%.
And the new, asyet to be announ
tax on hoarding of derelict sites —
at around 5% — does not negate
the necessity of state ownership of
all building land.

On the expenditure side too,
extra government spending of £50
million in the traditional Fianna

olill a brutal budget

©® RAY McSHARRY — a harsh Budget softened by the passage of time

Fail area of the building industry,
does indeed allevi I

infﬂpqtive that it costs more to

y
ment to a small extent but also
puts larger profits into the con-
struction companies and — with
the inevitable follow up of land
price rises — compensates the land
speculator for the extra token
taxes.

There remains no wealth tax at
all. Capital Gains Tax itself is so

than it brings in, and
the taxes on inheritances and gifts
have such generous provisions that
they are largely avoided.

The Budget has done nothing
to change the grim reality of life
in the twenty-six counties — none
the less true for being a cliche —
the rich still go on getting richer
and the poor poorer.

® Navan Carpets Plant, Celbridge — its closure this month will cost 230 jobs

630 JOBS TO GO IN CELBRIDGE AND LEIXLIP

BY DAMIEN O’'ROURKE

THE North Kildare area has been dealt
a double body-blow with the an-
nouncement of job losses and long
lay-offs in two of it§ main industries,
Navan Carpets at Celbridge and Irish
Meat Producers at nearby Leixlip. Six
hundred and sixty workers are
affected.

The Navan Carpets spinning plant at
Celbridge Mill is due for closure on April
19th with a total loss of two hundred and
thirty jobs — 142 men and 88 women.
The production figures at the plant, which is
part of the Youghal Carpet Holdings group,
have declined from 92,000 tons of yarn
1o 40,000 tons over the last three years.

The closure follows three-day  worki

for over a month and short-time working
since Christmas. The Celbridge mill is the
only large employer in the town and pro-
vides a local wage bill of about £1 million
each year. Over half the workers being made
redundant are lopg«term employees.

In 1980 an investment of £3.56 million
was made in the factory by Foir Teo, the
Free State rescue agency, and last year
the Youghal Carpet Holdings chairman,
Michael McStay, reported a reduced loss
for the six months to June 1981 of only
£58,000 on a total group turnover of £32.4
million. At that time he spoke of the “begin-
ning of our hoped-for climb back to profit.”

Now, however, management says that
it has been unable to obtain increased orders
for the plant in the face of competition
’chtlaap British overseas imports

Double hiow for North Kildare

The Celbridge mill dates back to 1776,
when it was a flax operation and it has been
a spinning, mill for one hundred years.
Because the plant is old it is unlikely that
anyone will be interested in taking it over.

LEIXLIP

Meanwhile, just three miles away on the
outskirts of Leixlip, the area’s only other
large employer, Irish Meat Processors (part
of the Cork Marts/IMP Group) is getting
ready to lay off 430 workers as part of a
scheme which will also involve its Midleton,
County Cork, factory.

The plan by the company is to close the
Midleton plant for seven weeks from last
Monday, March -29th, involving 200 workers
there. When that plant re-opens, itis intended

‘to close the Leixlip factory for seven weeks.
F

the workers jnyolved, who faor man

W «mwdmm%«h\&m@wm@%m&'\&mwww\k\“w

months now.have been on short-time work-
ing, the prospects are chilling, with ex-
Perienee in the meat-processing industry
indicating a grave danger of the factories
not re-opening at all.

Tr.w move comes about as a result of a
scarcity of cattle for slaughter, mainly
caused by the export of live cattle, par-
ticularly to countries outside the EEC.
The EEC’s refund scheme for live exports
h‘as also encouraged smuggling to the North,
figures for which are put at as high as
180,000 cattle for last year.

s well as complete closures such as
that of the giant Clover Meats factory in
Dublin last year, over 4,000 meat processing
workers in the industry in general were
on short-time working for most of last year,
forced to watch the jobs exported ‘on the




SEAN McKENNA, one of the or|
the pre-Christmas 1980 fast, and w|
strike, lies today in the H-Block prison hos

iginal seven hunger-strikers in
ho spent 53 days on hunger-
ital, Long Kesh,

a gaunt and weak shadow of his former self. It is almost sixteen
months since th‘e ending of that hunger-strike and, apart from

the ated tr

i

of ion he has r

1 r t on heart hi
he received in the Royal Victoria Hospital, the only other form

o

and drips which

courses of vitamin injections.

In an interview with AP/RN this
week, Sean’s mother Bridgid ex-
plained that, “He is just living from
day to day. He needs proper medical
attention which | can’t see him
getting in the prison hospital. He
has been waiting for six weeks now
to be transferred to the Royal
Victoria Hospital for a brain scan
and to be examined by a neuro-
surgeon but so far he hasn’t been
moved.”

Sean, originally from Newry,
County Down, went on hunger-
strike on October 27th, 1980,
and in the eight weeks which
followed, it increasingly became
evident that his medical condition
was deteriorating at a faster rate
than that of his other comrades.
(Three women from Armagh jail
and later thirty more blanketmen
were to join the hunger-strike.)

LAST RITES

By December 17th, the day
before the hunger-strike ended,
Sean was given the last rites by the
prison chaplain and his mother
was told by one of the doctors
that he had only twenty-four
hours to live. By that stage he
could not hold down drinking
water — which was necessary to
keep him alive — his lucidity had
gone, he had difficulty in hearing
and his eyesight had almost com-
pletely faded.

The following day, December
18th, Sean was lapsing in and out
of a coma and on all accounts it

since then has been several

seemed that Maggie Thatcher's
stubborn intransigence would claim
the lives of the hunger-strikers
and in particular, Sean McKenna.
Even at that late stage, when Sean’s
life was literally hanging in the
balance between life and death,
the Brits were still trying — un-
successfully — to break the pris-
oners’ resolve

The next day, however, the
63-day hunger-strike ended with
the handing over of the Atkins’
proposals — consisting of a 34-page
document — to the hunger-strikers
and Brendan Hughes, O/C of the
blanketmen. Everyone, both inside
and outside the prisons, breathed a
sigh of relief. That evening Sean
McKenna was rushed from the
prison hospital to the military
wing of Musgrave Park hospital
and then to the intensive care unit
in the Royal Victoria Hospital
where he remained: for several
days, being fed intravenously
through a drip and placed on a
heart machine.

EYESIGHT

The far-reaching and on-going
side effects of that hunger-strike
are still taking their toll to this day
on Sean McKenna's state of health.
His mother Bridgid, explains:

“His eyesight, which was badly
affected due to protein deficiency
during the hunger-strike, is almost
totally gone. He has difficulty
balancing himself and has to hold
on to something. He cannot stand
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Sean McKenng|
seriousl

[[_sy maeve armstroNG

yill

@ Sean’s mother — resigned

for any length of time and most
of the time is totally incoherent,
not knowing who Is visiting him
or what they are talking about.
Sometimes when you go up you
think to yourself, he’s improving
a little, but then on the next visit
he won't even recognise you and
can’t follow the conversation.”

Bridgid, who visits Sean regularly
even though she now lives in
Dundalk, is understandably be-
coming very anxious about his
condition and strongly feels that if
he does not get proper medical
attention in the near future then
his ailing . health will _rapidly
deteriorate.

Practically isolated in the prison
hospital since January this year
when he returned from the RVH
Sean is cut off from his comrades
in the H-Blocks and consequently
from news about daily events.

The seriousness of his condition
once again raises the question of
‘compassionate release’ for prisoners

® SEAN McKENNA

on humanitarian grounds. Although
Sean is serving twenty-five years, a
long prison sentence by any
standard, the precedent has already
been set in the release of Derry
prisoner Pauline McLaughlin and
also in the case of the Price sisters.

‘SKELETON’

Pauline, from the Creggan estate
in Derry, was sentenced in Feb-
ruary 1978 to a range of con-
current sentences ranging from five
years for IRA membership to six-
teen years — in all totalling sixty-
eight years — and was also sen-
tenced to ‘detention at the Secretary
of State’s pleasure’. Unable to
retain prison food Pauline de-
teriorated from being a healthy
9% stone teenager to a mere
skeleton weighing under 5 stones.

In November 1973 Marian and
Dolores Price from Andersonstown,

Both received life sentences and
immediately began a hunger-strike
demanding repatriation to a prison
in Ireland. After being brutally
force-fed for a total of 206 days
they were eventually moved to
Armagh prison in March 1975.
But the effect of force-feeding and
hunger-strike had seriously damaged
their health, and they were
eventually released after a number
of approaches were made by
Cardinal O'Fiaich, among others,
to the British government.

Thus a precedent exists for the
release of Sean McKenna on similar
grounds. His distressed mother said
this week:

““| am resigned in my own mind
to the fact that it will take a long,
long time for Sean to even begin
to make any kind of recovery. If
he doesn‘t receive proper medical
attention soon, not just vitamin

Belfast, were in Win-
chester court for the London
bombings the previous March.

, then | fear he will
rapidly deteriorate. It is only a
matter of time.”

@ Rosemary McBrearty and her late
husband, Volunteer George McBrearty,
on their wedding day

erry

PLASTIC bullets were fired
through the living-room win-
dows of Creggan woman
Rosemary McBrearty, aged
22, at around 10 o’clock
on Monday morning, March
29th. British soldiers then
burst into her home and
caused several hundred
pounds worth of damage.
Rosemary McBrearty, the
mother of threeyoungchildren,
Orla aged four, Kellie aged
three, and one-year-old
Thomas, is the widow of
murdered IRA  Volunteer
George McBrearty who, along

widow harassed

with another  Volunteer,
Charles (‘Pop’) Maguire, was
gunned down on May 28th
last year in a shoot-out with at
least six undercover SAS men
in unmarked cars at the bottom
of Southway and Lone Moor
Road in the Brandywell area
of Derry.

Coupled with the hardship
of losing her husband and
having to bring up a small
family on her own, Rose-
mary has the added burden
of constantly being harassed
and raided by British soldiers.

This latest incident, how-
ever, could have resulted in

serious injury to either her
or her children as glass trom
the windows was scattered

@ Brits fired plastic bullets through her Creggan home windows

around the living room due
to the force of the plastic
bullets.

THE three-week-old trial of Monaghan
man, Owen McCartan Smyth, charged
with IRA membership and ‘counselling
and procuring others’ in the Free
State to carry out the killing of
unionists Sir Norman Stronge and his
son James at Tynan Abbey on January
21st 1981, was adjourned last Tuesday
in order to allow Smyth’s d.efenee
counsel to make an application to
the court to have evidence taken from

Stronge case

adjourned

gardai in the Free State which was
considered relevant to the case, -

A!!hough Smyth’s counsel moved for an
.- acquittal” last Monday on’ the ‘grounds’that

there is no evidence or alternatively, in-
sufficient evidence, to support the charges,
the judge ruled that there was a prima facie
case to answer, and put the case back until
Thursday. Owen McCartan Smyth, a 29-
year-old publican, married with two small
children, has vehemently denied the charges
and the prosecution’s case rests solely on
alleged verbal statements made in Gough
barracks during interrogation in April 1981
when he was arrested at a vehicle checkpoint
in Middletown, three months after the
Tynan killings. © "7 L



B8Y UNA O'NEILL

IGHT FALL on a lonely coun-
try road. The eight-strong mil-
itary patrol waved the car
down. The officer leaned to-
wards the driver. He recognised him
immediately.

“Name, address, date of birth?” he
barked.

“You know very well who | am. We
have urgent business. Let us through.”

“Move over to the side,” the officer
exploded.

“This is illegal,” the driver replied.

““l am the law here,” the officer scream-
ed, taking a swipe at the driver with a
clenched fist through the open car window,
The driver and his passenger wound the
windows up and locked the doors.

“If these bastards make a move, shoot
them!” the officer shouted. Three soldiers
with blackened faces cocked their rifles
and pointed them up at the car. More
soldiers arrived. The car started shaking
under the efforts of the soldiers to push it
to the side. They finally gave up. More
threats. Finally, two hours later, another
army officer arrived, apologised and let the
two men go.

El Salvador during the elections? No.
County Fermanagh, one week ago! A UDR
roadblock on the main road to Belfast,
near Brookeborough. The driver was Owen
Carron, MP for Fermanagh and South
Tyrone, on his way to a meeting with one
of his constituency workers. And the
incident was by no means the first of such
encounters for the young MP and his work-
ers. Nor was it the worst: before, and since
his election, Owen Carron has been threat-
ened, shot at, his brother’s house destroy-
ed by a loyalist bomb, his family and
friends harassed. The incident, in fact, was
one of many thousands which occur each
year in the occupied six counties. The Brit-
ish army, UDR and RUC cannot be
accused of discrimination when it comes to
nationalists: they ALL get harassed, old
age pensioners, babies in prams, elected
MPs...

HE BY-ELECTION in Ferman-
agh and South Tyrone took
place on August 20th 1981.
Voting started minutes after

Micky Devine had died, at 7.50 that
Thursday morning, the tenth hunger-
striker to lose his life in the H-Blocks
because of British intransigence.
Owen was standing as a ‘proxy pol-
itical prisoner’ candidate, in a by-
election caused by the death on
hunger-strike of Bobby Sands, MP.
Shortly after Bobby Sands’ death the
British parliament passed a bill, since
known as the ‘Sands’ Bill’, to ensure

eligible for parliament. All
republican prisoners were
excluded. Heavy sentences meted
out by non-jury Diplock courts had
seen to that.

In a massive show of nationalist support
or the prisoners’ cause, Owen Carron was
elected with 31,278 votes, a majority of
2,230 votes over his main opponent, Off-
al Unionist candidate and ex-UDR major,
Ken Maginnis. Owen'’s majority was even
reater than that of Bobby Sands.

A 28-year-old unemployed teacher of
Macken, County- Fermanagh, Owen Carron,
ong-time republican, H-Block activist,
election agent for Bobby Sands, had
become the MP for all Irish political prison-
ers in Irish and British jails. Owen also
became, on that day, the MP for all Irish
republicans, and his fiery election speech
was their outburst of anger, their cry of
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defiance after years of British propaganda,
and British lies that ‘republicans were isol-
ated’, that ‘they had no support’.

The British and Free State governments
were all too well aware of the political dis
aster Owen Carron’s election represented
for them. All they could do to minimise its
effects was to deliberately ignore and
isolate the young MP. Shortly after his
election, Owen Carron had requested to
see the then Free State premier Garret
FitzGerald. In spite of the fact that
Laurence McKeown and Matt Devlin were
by then extremely weak, and nearing death
on their hospital beds in the H-Blocks, the
request was turned down. Demands for the
ban on Sinn Fein spokespersons to be
lifted to allow RTE interviews of the
newly-elected MP were equally met with
refusal.

The infamous Patrick Cooney, then
Free State Minister for Posts and Tele-
graphs, declared to the Sunday Press on
August 30th 1981: “The ban itself shows
that these organisations are invalid.”

Shortly after this first rebuttal Owen
Carron’s request to meet the British prime
minister Margaml Thatcher, was turned
down. Later in September Owon Carron
accompanied a one-hundred strong del-
egation of prisoners’ relatives to London.
There again, Thatcher, who had welcom-
ed with open arms RUC and UDR widows
some weeks before, refused point-blank
to meet the delegation.

ITH the ending of the hunger-
ike on October 3rd 1981,
the pressure exerted by the
prisoners’ heroic fast on the
media, and which had brought the
world’s press to Belfast, then
receded. Owen Carron’s numerous
statements on repression and on
political and economic issues of
concern to his constituents, were by
and large ignored by the local press,
while Alliance Party and SDLP
members, with or without electoral
mandate, were quoted word for
word no matter how trite or
irrelevant their utterances.

As soon as Bobby Sands had been
elected Owen Carron and a team of pol-
itical activists had undertaken to do con-
stituency work on behalf of the people of
Fermanagh and South Tyrone. This con-
tinued after Owen Carron’s election with
full-time staff based in two offices, one in
Dungannon, the other in Enniskillen, deal-

own modest battle to help Father
Denis Faul regain some of the pop-
ularity he lost through his underhand
and divisive intervention during the
hun@r strike.

ing with the many day-to-day _ol

by Father Faul

an economically deprived 2
under military occupation.

Yet all this went unreported. Now and
again, selective quotations from Owen
Carron would be printed, relating exclusiv-
ely to Owen’s views on the armed struggle,
in an attempt to depict him as ‘condoning
the murder of innocent people’. In the
most recent issue of the Sunday World,
March 28th 1982, a column entitled ‘In
my own words’, devoted this week to
Owen Carron, displays eleven quotations,
three of which are related to the prison
issue and five to ‘political violence’. Which
proves, of course, very little other than
that Owen Carron makes no apology for
his beliefs. Which is more than could be
said for the previous week'’s subject of the
same column, - Mairead Corrigan, whose

are ing this or that
arrest, in order to refurbish his somewhat
tarnished image as ‘defender of human
rights’. The /rish News also gave some
coverage to that non-event, the self-styled
‘Help The Prisoners Committee’, formed
in the summer of 1981 by several clerics,
including Faul, and some opportunistic
politicians, desperate to defuse the hunger-
strike campaign. Those people are present-
ly involved in trying to talk the prisoners
off the no-work protest, instead of den-
ouncing petty harassment taking place in
the jails.

Faced with such open hostility from the
British and Irish

® Owen Carron meets supporters on a walk-about during last August’s by-election in the Fermanagh and Tynm- constitumc

It would be a contradiction for me do to
so. Besides, in tactical terms, | don’t think
there is anything to be gained by going,
except perhaps the salary, which, all extras
included, could reach the £30,000 mark. We
have to beg for every penny we need. We

had been without an office in Enniskillen
for several weeks because of lack of funds.
| dont even get y benefit
because they say ‘my salary is wamny for
me’. My wife has also been informed that
when her stamps run out, she won't be
getting supplementary benefit because | am
supposed to maintain her... with this huge

lary!”

RANK Maguire, the MP for
Fermanagh and South Tyrone
whose untimely death in March
1981 prompted H-Block activ-
ists to stand Bobby Sands for elect-

struggle, they were nc
All Britain seems b
force.”

He concluded: *
asserting the rights .l

uous disinterest on the part of the official
media, and harassment at the hands of the
Brmsh army, RUC and UDR, Owen Carron

‘own words’ were but a string of 1}
contradictory platitudes.

WEN Carron's tireless work on
behalf of political prisoners,
and the assistance he gives to
the numerous victims of harass-
ment at the hands of the Briﬁsh
army, RUC and UDR, equally failed
to attract media attention. Since the
ending of the hunger-strike last
October the /rish News has waged its

is, h to the rep-
ublican abstentloms( position, “/ stood as
a prisoners’ candidate,” he declared to
AP/RN. “The prisoners are Irish repub-
licans who reject the authority of a Brit-
ish parliament to rule over any part of Ire-
land. The British government allowed the
former MP for my constituency to die of
hunger. 1 couldn't in all conscience geand
sit among the very people who could have
prevented his death.

Owen added: “/ don't see why |, as an
Irish MP, should sit in a Bmlsh parllamant.

ion, hi attended the British
parliament two or three times a
year, the minimum required, in order
to remain on the payroll. Many con-
stituents thought he did not sit at
all. Maguire often eomplalned about
the small of time d  to
Irish affairs, and the fact that when
mem}ectmeupfordmswn
most of the MPs walked out.
Recalling Frank Maguire's career, Owen
Carrun rcmarked' “The only two Irish MPs
mako th Ives heard
l/sh y history,
were Parnell, lndmoranum[y Bernadette
Davlin And in the canmxt of the whole
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land, on the hills, left to nationalists.

The towns are unemployment black-
spots. Dungannon, for example, has an
unemployment rate of 31%. Housing is
generally bad. A lot of the new estates
which were hurriedly built by the newly
formed Housing Executive in the after-
math of the civil rights campaign, are
already in a poor state of repair due to
bad planning and low quality materials.

In the Lisnahull estate in Dungannon
people cannot afford the gas heating sys-
tem. Three houses were bumed because
of gas explosions. Like another estate in
Dungannon — Ballysaggart — Lisnahull
is rat-infested. In Ballysaggart, the rats are
coming into the houses through the heat-
ing system. Francie Molloy accuses the
local Housing Executive: “They refused to
accept responsibility, refused to clean the
estate. They said that they were not sat-
isfied that the problem lay totally outside
the houses. Mrs MacAdam, of the
Housing Executive office in Dungannon,
implied that the houses were dirty.”

Another estate, the Ballygawley Road
housing estate, was made into a slum by
years of Housing Executive neglect, and
havoc and destruction spread by the occ-
upation forces.

“Ken Maginnis was interviewed by the
local press and declared he would help,
Francie Molloy remarked. “But he did not
mention the fact that it is his UDR
battalion which caused most of the
damage.”

Housing forms about 15% to 20%-of the
major cases handled by the two surgeries,

_cannot survive in the EEC.

® Flanked by M
of the August by-slection
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s Rosaleen Sands (/eft) and Marcella Sands (right) Owen Carron awaits the result

® Francie Molloy, manning the Dungannon office in Ann Street (above, right)

A~

® A regular occurrence — detained at an RUC checkpoint

including allocation of houses, repairs and
various grants.

In Fermanagh and South Tyrone, as in
most of the six counties, big farmers,
especially dairy farmers, did well out of the
EEC. They are mostly unionists. Nation-
alist farmers involved in dairy farming on
a much smaller scale, and getting by with
small market gardens, find that they

the same day, holding people for
hours to check their identity. e

Since last August the two surgeries
have dealt with over 400 cases of serious
harassment, including raids, and arrests
under the Emergency Provisions Act.

While the Thatcher government may
ignore Owen Carron, British government

— Leathanach 7
I

offices, departments of the direct rule
administration system, and even th2
British army, UDR and RUC, have reluc!-//
antly co-operated with the new team of./%
constituency workers. 7

After the killing of loyalist extremist ///j
Robert Bradford last November there was %
an upsurge of arrests. In the Dungannon Z
area it amounted to a mini-internment.

with no political connections other than
that of being nationalists, were arrested for
periods of three to seven days, with no
charges preferred,” Owen Carron recalled.
The offices have had a lot of work since
then, ringing the various detention centres
to trace people, pressing for their release
or getting a solicitor to them.

Owen Carron spends at least one day
a week in jail visits. Since his election he
has seen all the prisoners from his con-
stituency in jail in the six counties. He
visited Armagh jail last week. And at the
end of February he saw thirty of the Irish
republican prisoners in English jails, and
hopes to see the remaining prisoners with-
in the next fortnight. On top of the
obvious morale boost of such a visit for
the prisoners in England, Owen’s trip
helped publicise the ongoing campaign to
have them repatriated.

B of the cir of his
election Owen Carron is deeply comm-
itted to the prisoners’ cause and sees his
duty to them as one of his first priorities.
Apart from visits and publicity, his work
consists mostly of helping families to
obtain visits, and helping to trace prison-
ers who have been moved to the H-Blocks
from Crumlin Road jail without the family
being told.

WEN Carron and Francie

Molloy are also presently engag-

ed in building a strong Sinn

Fein constituency party in
Fermanagh and South Tyrone. Yet
Owen would not describe himself as
a ‘Sinn Fein MP’. He was elected as
a ‘proxy political prisoner’ candidate,
and that is all there is to it.

“We have to keep our work on a non-
party line,” Francie Molloy explains.
“We don’t want to be accused of hi-jacking
the prisoners’ seat.”

Owen Carron also stresses that, not-
withstanding political labels, both surgeries

with complaints
constituents.

“Some of them contact us very discret-
ely,” Francie explains.
to use anyone”,
“Unionists often ask me not to write back
in a headed envelope, because many post-
men are UDR, or loyalists, and they are
afraid. But | don't use House of Commons’
stationery anyway,” he said with a smile
on his face.

from unionist

““The Milk Marketing Board is trying to
eradicate them,” Owen Carron says. “They
give them a lot of tests, on the apparatus
and the milk. One of the latest tests is
called the F _ test. They il iably
fail it and then their milk licence is with-
drawn — their livelihood is taken away
from them.” 4

It is such farmers that Owen Carron’s
team try to help in applying for grants,
‘hill’ subsidies and road grants.

EING arrested, stopped for
P-checks, taken to the barracks,
is no rare occurrence for the
nationalist people of Fermanagh
and South Tyrone. At the end of
1981, the military police had made
a name for themselves, in the Dun-
gannon/Coalisland area wrecking
people’s cars at roadblocks, arrest-
ing young people several

Enniskillen surgery report of work
from August 20th 1981

Queries to Department of the Environment, cases in the small claims courts,

income tax, school grants etc.

Y, sickness benefits etc.

117

Farming grants EI‘;
Telephor 22
Electricity 1a
Electoral 57

Dungannon office:
incid in cases of

'f'lyums are about two-thirds of these, except for a greater
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Al letters should be sddressed to:
or 44 Parnell Square, Dublin 1,

EIWAY 2laa A

The Editor, An Phoblacht/Republican News, 51/53 Falls Road, Belfast,

inBritain

A Chara,

On behalf of the Irish repub-
lican POWSs incarcerated in ‘D’
wing, Wormwood Scrubs on the
night of August 31st 1979, |
wish to make a reply to the
scurrilous and misleading sections
of Mr Gibson's report on the
prison officers riot at that prison
on that night. It would be pert-
inent to say that the report was
one-sided, malicious and, indeed,
in parts, totally fictitiqus.

The report, leaked to the
public some two-and-a-half years
after the event, indicates that a
Home Office investigation shows
that the tension on the wing was
created by republican POWs,
black prisoners and London gang-
sters who were locked in rivalry
with one another as they sought
o obtain a degree of institutional
power within the wing. The
report labels these groups of
prisoners and maliciously accuses
them of intimidation. The fact is
that these factions were not
rivals and their existence was due
merely to the social groupings
that take place in any closed and
artificial environment.

The solidarity that existed
among the prisoners at Worm-
wood Scrubs can be easily seen by
the fact that participation in
protests and demonstrations was
always 90%. Indeed, Mr Gibson
chose to ignore that the records
show that in the fortnight prior to
August 31st 1979 the prisoners in
‘D’ wing (numbering about 70)
refused to participate in prison
routine regulations as a protest
against prison conditions.

This was also a peaceful
protest. Of course an admission
by Mr Gibson of this fact would
indicate voluntary solidarity by
the prisoners and the desire to
conduct peaceful protests, How-
ever, for the benefit of Mr

Gibson'’s argument these facts

TA -BILEOG eolais foillsithe

@ Stephen Nordonne: We urge
other prisoners to resist oppression
and become politically consclous

have been ignored. Indeed, they
are not the only facts ignored!
Irish republican POWs in the
‘Scrubs’ (as in English prisons
generally) were and are strongly
organised in the tradition of
captured Volunteers of the IRA.
Our strength of organisation never
has or never will be used to
Intimidate, pressurise or coerce
any single or group of social
prisoners. ituti power is

Lpolillmlly conscious and be
assured of the soliderity of the
POWs in the face of oppression.
This we have pledged to any
group of prisoners or Individuals
suffering at the hands of the
penal system. This will continue
to remain our stance.

Gibson can propagate what
balderdash  suits the Home
Office’s needs, But can he really
delude himself and continue to
ignore reality? That the POA are
in control of the prisons. That
this may be the last opportunity
to perform a public inquiry into
the machinations of the penal
system. That given the ‘minimum
force’ as used on August 31st
1979 who knows the result the
next time the POA flex their
muscles|

Stephen Nordonne,

Irish republican POW,

Wormwood Scrubs,

England

Dear Editor,
As

AND SOGIAL ISSUES

A Chara,

With interest and criticism,
| read the letter ‘Armed
struggle and social issues’ in
last week’s edition of AP/AN
(March 25th) by the Connolly
Youth Movement.

| am glad that the CYM showed
interest in the article about the
“Youth Opportunities Programme’
and the agreement on basic
arguments put forward by the
writer. But, as a member of
Belfast Sinn Fein Youth Group,
| feel the need to answer some of
the criticisms aired by this organ-
isation,

As the editor makes it quite
clear there is no contradiction
between waging war against the
British imperialist forces and
getting involved in social issues.
It is merely getting your priorities
right. How can you put any issue
above that of fighting for your
rights of freedom and self-inde-
pendence? Should the issue of
unemployment, for instance, come
before that of defending the
rights of Michael McCartan, Julie
Livi

levels soar

something we detest and deplore.
Over the past ten years at the
hands of the institutional power
that is the British penal system we
have suffered the deaths of four
of our dearest comrades, mindless
brutality, massive periods of
solitary confinement, years with-
out visits, and harassment in all
forms. For Gibson to suggest that
we are a faction intent on prison
power Is not only scurrilous, it
is, in fact, @ It in

y and the cry for jobs
is raised we in Clones watch
bemused. Here, unemployment is
the rule rather than the exception
and for years the emigration ship
has provided the only answer for
our. workers. Today, however,
emigration is no longer an option
and we are left to rely on our own
resources.

Ironically, the boat to England,
once an answer to our problems,
is now a large factor in causing

itself, since it is contrary to the
history of our prison struggle.

We show solidarity with all
prisoners who struggle for better
conditions in prison. We have a
deep sense of solidarity with
black prisoners because of the
way they in particular are abused
and mistreated by the large racist
and fascist element within the
Prison Officers’ Association, We
have never had any influence over
black prisoners save to urge them
to resist oppression, to become

. Cattle for export,
rather than people, has left our
meat industries idle. We have
reached the stage in Clones where
a person is i lucky to

Carol-A Kelly,
Brian Stewart and countless
others, to life? All the above ment-
ioned young people had no
connections with any political or
military group and were all
murdered in cold blood by British
imperialist forces.

Incidently, all the perpetrators
of these killings, in instances
where charges arose, walked free
from the courts. With a rotten
barbaric system of so-called law
And order what other means of

undertaking that whether in

©® Bloody Sunday was just one ep!

In the six counties — a nightmare which can only be

Ireland is free of British imperialism

justice can you offer? The only
alternative we see Is armed
struggle. We believe that the
only means to a united Ireland
and defence of the Irish people is
through the military campaign,
but that does not mean relying
solely on this campaign to achieve
our aims.

The reasons behind the bomb-
ing of factories and shops, etc., is
to create British political instabil-
ity and wreck the British economy
in the North. Unfortunately this
does also create unemployment
amongst our own people but it is
ridiculous to say that it is one of
the major causes of massive
unemployment.

How can one say that the
military campaign has not further-

community pressure ought to be

have five months’ work each year.
Even these few months are on the
basis of a three-day-week.

A delegation from the work
force in Tunney meat packers met
the prospective candidates in the
recent general election from both
major parties to point out the
plight of all the unemployed in
Clones. These politicians gave an

1t or in

gt ion, they
would work on our behalf, as a
matter of priority.

Do we believe them? While
hopeful that they will honour
their commitment, we have good
reason for scepticism. The past
record of ini;

to achieve results,

To this end we intend to
establish in Clones a broad-based
pressure group to actively com-
bat unemployment. We have
approached interested bodies such
as the trade unions, the chamber

ions has been abysmal. With this
in mind, we leave nothing to
chance and have decided that

of e, and the
Urban District Council, with a
view to formulating an agreed
plan of campaign.

isode In the grim nightmare of life
d wi

ed the aims of the IRA? Armed
resistance shows Britain that the
Irish people will not sit back and
leave their land to be divided
and conquered. No-one can put a
time limit on a war. CYM ment-
ioned the Civil Rights Movement.
| thought of Bloody Sunday, of
defenceless people gunned down
in cold blood by animals in
uniform who again walked off
scot-free. Think again my friends,
you cannot find your dream in a
nightmare or grow a good harvest
when your fields are deep-rooted
with weeds. It is only when you
get rid of Britain, can you really
hope to build a better country
for the Irish people.

We sent a statement outlining
the above to the Northern
Standard but for reasons best
known to themselves they have
refused to print it.

We hope you
10 your r ewspaper,

Peter McAleer, Sean McPhil-

lips and Edward McGovern,

ATGWU Shop Stewards,

Clones,

Co. Monaghan,

ight find room:

Scoil Gaelach Bheal Feirste: ==

stait taobh thiar di”.

ag Pobal Feirste ag tabhairt
clntais ar Ghaeltacht Bhéal
Feirste, Pobal Feirste agus a
scoil. Tugann siad ciintas dainn
ar thais Pobal Feirste agus ar
an fas a thainig orthu agus
ar a scoil le breis is fiche
bliain anois.

Ach, ag caint doibh faoi staid
na Gaeilge innit deir siad: “ta
breis is leath-mhilliGn duine in
Eirinn & bhfuil liofacht eigin
Gaeilge acu, ach mar is eol diainn
uilig, is beag acu sidd a labhrann
go rialta i. Té an Ghaeltacht ag
crupadh Iéi, agus taobh amuigh
di ni" fhaigheann an cainteoir
Gaeilge faill i a labhairt méran ina
shaol laethigil. Bionn bri millt-
ineach ar na teaghlaigh Ghaelacha
sa Ghalltacht 6n timpeallacht.

“Baineann Teanga le pobal, agus
t4 baol ann go bhfagfai an Ghaeilge
ina teanga gan phobal. Mura
mbun6far comhthiondil, né pobail,
Ghaelacha sa Ghalltacht, nil beatha
i ndan don Ghaeilge, gan tracht ar
athbheochan.

BUNTAIST{
“Bionn buntaisti dirithe ag a
leithéid sin de phobal: tugann na

CAIMILEIREACHT

Seo mar a chuireann siad sfos
at na deacrachtai a bhi acu maidir
le bund na scoile: “/ 1967 chuir
an Roinn Oideachais in ial d‘fhear
a bhi" ag déanamh fiosriichain fan
cheist go gcuirfeadh siad an dli
ar dhuine ar bith a raibh baint aige
le_scoil Ghaelach sna Sé Chondae.
Nior chuir siad lena bhfocal,
ach ba [éir riamh a naimhdeas
don scoil.

. “Bhi siad seacht mbliana sular

aithin siad mar scoil dhleathach i,
idir chur 6 dhoras, chaimiléireacht,
neamart, leithscéalta agus lanb-
hréaganna. Ansin féin niorbh ionann
aitheantas agus airgead, agus nuair a
d'iarr an scoil tacaiocht an stait,
didltaiodh an t-iarratas ar chii-
seanna gan bhunds. Ta na tuis-
mitheoiri’ ag troid in éadan na
breithe seo, ach go dti go mbain-
fidh siad, beidh siad ag iompar
na scoile ar a nguailneacha féin”,

Td ar na tuismitheoirl an t-
airgead d'fhéil le costaisi uile na
scoile a foc. Agus nil an méid sin
airgid acu féin. Mar sin ta siad ag
brath _ar chabhair uainne Gaeil
na hEireann. Blai fial leo. Seol

® Pdisti ag foghlaim go sona séista sa naiscoil | mBéal Feirste

pobal Ghaelach i bhfeidhm go
mér ar dsdid na Gaeilge sa cheantar
thart timpeall air”’.

naiscoil dhatheangach a ligfeadh
do phaisti 6 chalra an Bhéarla
freastal ar an mBunscoil,

an fas nlos fearr 6 na huimhreacha
6o, ta 3 paiste ar an scoil a rugadh
i 1972, agus 41 a rugadh | 1978.

h agus joch Chuige sin chuir siad Pobal Deréir a chéile d'fhés na scoil- T4 jarratas- faighte do 50 paiste 3};’:” alrgid chulg an seoladh
da_chéile, agus bionn Gaeilge ag Feirste ar bun i 1960 agus i 1971 eanna mar a deir siad: “Thosaigh don scoilbhliain 82/3, ach ta seans An Rdnai,
paisti na gcomharsana. Chomh  bhunaigh siad bunscoil le hold- an bhunscoil le 9 péiste, agus an ann nach féidir leis an scoil iad Scoil Ghaelach Bhéal Feirste,
Juaith, Jeis, sin, agus.b'théidir .gurb » eachas- tré, - Gaeilge: . a. thabhairt.

€ seo an rud is tabhachtai, téann

i
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| 1978 bhunaigh siad t4 98 paiste Igfe
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Burke's

at the back

T WAkS strongly rumours

-Block riot at the Briti
B Dublin Tast July thor o embassy
in 3 Y that several plajp.
clothes Special Branch gardaj haq been
: patoned by their uniformed colleagues

when the latter ran berserk attackin,
everything that moved, 9

At the time most of us dismisse
of those stories that are too g
i true.

But at the annual conferen
i Representatives Association about to take
place in Ennis, a resolution from Division
: No. 22 seeks that “visua/ identification of
plainclothes gardai at the scenes of serious
incidents be made available. ",
So it seems the rumours were correct.
Meanwhile, the gardai remain touchy about
 their continuously  declining image and
: another motion demands, “that the garda
press office be seen to take a more active
i hand in repudiating false allegations against
i members of the force in the media,”"

And to back this up, another resolution
looks for all members-to have “adequate
training -in " all firearms including Uzi sub-
machine guns.”

There was some puzzlement too at the
time of the Ben Dunne kidnapping as to how
Dunne and his ‘rescuer’, Downtown Radio’s
Eamonn Mallie, drove through a number of
garda checkpoints without anyone recognising
the much-searched-for missing millionaire.

The answer is supplied among the confer-
ence resolutions too with a motion seeking
“that as a matter of urgency all members
performing checkpoints have proper radio
communication and get regular briefing as to
the description of suspects and vehicles.”

Well, headquarters can‘t really be expected
to think of every little thing, now can they?

But, more importantly, there. are many
resolutions on uniform, and it appears that
gardai are very fashion-conscious these days.
Among uniform and equipment sought are
natty short-sleeved shirts ‘for summer wear’,
trousers and batons for female gardai, personal
‘scotch-lite vests’ for each member and ear
muffs for use at firing ranges (and presumably
on winter nights).

But most urgent of all is a plaintive call
from Division No. 24 “that all members be
issued with four pairs of socks per annum.”

Now that is something | imagine they will
really raise a stink about at the conference.

KAk

The buying off by Charles Haughey of Fine
Gael's Dick Burke (no relation) with the
£60,000 per annum EEC Commissioner’s
job seems to have ended for the time being,
and perhaps permanently, the veto of Tony
Gregory in Leinster House. Fianna Fail plus
Neil Blaney and the ceann comhairle’s casting
vote will now beat any other combination. A
Fianna Fail win in the Dublin West by-
election would mean Blaney’s vote wou)d be
the only one required for a continued

ed after the

d it as one
ood to be

ce of the Garda

a stink

® Gardai have d sual
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A Derry RUC man who appears to have
been unnerved by the IRA’s shooting dead of
RUC Inspector Duddy in Derry at the week-
end, was admitted to Altnagelvin Hospital
in the city on Monday night. He had shot
himself in the foot. Whether it was accidently
or on purpose has not been established.

1.8 8 4

The March edition of the RUC's official
magazine Police Beat heaps praise on the Free
State gardai for their enthusiastic collabor-
ation against the ‘common enemy’. The
magazine welcomes in particular the arrest
and imprisonment of six of the eight Crumlin
Road jail escapees in the South and the arrest
of Brixton jail escapee Gerry Tuite which it
says makes ‘welcome legal history”.

2 2.8 8

One man, however, who might not share
the same view of just who is that ‘common
enemy’ is Ronald Smith of London, a former
policeman who, for the last three years,

%

of plain-cl i ¥ i
'*:“‘v ;::‘!i‘ll:r:f:;un so that they do not mis-
majority,
It could also be the end of the spate of
Tony Gregory stories which for the past few
weeks have been repeated with glee around his
inner Dublin constituency.

You know the kind of thing:-

Question: What is the difference between
Tony Gregory and a bishop? 3

" Answer: When Charlie Haughey meets a

bishop he only kisses his ring.

ok ok

Britain’s Lord Scarman, who conducted
the ‘inquiry* into the 1969 civikrights riots
in the North, and more recently reported on
last year’s Brixton riots, warned last week in
the House of Lords that at one time during
the Brixton riots only “a few unreinforced
policemen.... stood between inner London
and a total collapse of law and order.”

If that line had broken the only way to
deal with the situation would have been
“the awful ultimate requirement of calling
on the army,” said Scarman.

And the noble lord continued: “To turn
the military inwards-on the British people is
something which our tolerant and free society
cannot possibly accept.”

| wonder how the loyalist paddies liked
that one?

KAk

In a Cookstown, County Tyrone court-
room last week, a story was told of an
RUC sergeant getting, a touch of his own
medicine. A 21-year-old man was charged
with causing grievous bodily harm to the
sergeant whom he had given a severe beating
and kicking in the town early one morning
last month.

The court was told that the man had
actually eaten parts of the sergeant’s ears off
and also part of his forehead. And an RUC
inspector begged the court not to allow
the man out on bal as he had a history of a
similar type of offence and the RUC “are
afraid that he might do the same again.”

The judge did allow bail, however, and
made it a condition of the bail that the man
is to report twice every week to the Cookstown
RUC barracks!

been traced.”

JUDICED FREE PRESS

has been at to have an inquest held
in Britain into the death of his daughter,

WHAT'S ON

GAYS AGAINST IMPERIALISM
LAUNCHING RALLY
8 p.m. Friday 2nd April
Speokers include: Aita O"Hare,
Bernadette McAliskey, Tony O'Hara,
Fergus O'Hare and Liz Noonan
LIBEATY HALL
Dublin

LOUTH SINN FEIN
CONSTITUENCY MEETING
3 p.m. Sunday 4th April
White Horse Hotel

Co. Louth
All Sinn Fein general election
worker to attend

BUS FOR LONDON
EASTER COMMEMORATION
Leaves 10.30 a.m. Sunday 11th April
Hall of Memory car park
Broad Stret
BIRMINGHAM

SOCIAL
Featuring the O’Hagan family
Monday 12th April
Kells Room (Donnelly lounga)
DUNGANNON
Co. Tyrone
Easter raffle draw will take
place at this function
Organised by Sinn Fein

Helen Smith, at a drinking party in Saud
Arabia.

Smith has gathered convincing evidence
that she was murdered but at all times has
failed to have the case pursued further by
what. he believes to be an establishment
cover-up.

Qutside the High Court in London last
week where his lawyers were attempting to
have an order fmade for an inquest to be
held, Ronald Smith said:

“If -this is British justice they can keep
it. | am not going to stand any more indignit-
ies from these people. | can understand
perfectly why the IRA and the Basques take

REPUBLICAN RE-UNION
Featuring ‘Blue Lagoon’
Friday 16th April
DRUMCONRATH
East Meath
Speaker: Owen Carron

JOE CLARKE
6th ANNIV. COMMEMORATION
After 10.45 a.m. Mass
Sunday 18th April
Oliver Plunkett church
Followed by march to Glasnevin
FINGLAS SOUTH
(40c bus from Parnell Strest)

to bombs and bullets, because they have tried
every other avenue to get truth and justice.”

Kk k
Three British paratroopers got a touch of
French justice this week when they received

the relatively light sentences of five years’
imprisonment from a court in Foix in south-

H-BLOCK SOCIAL
Featuring ‘Phoenix’
Friday 30th April
Russell Arms Hotel
NAVAN
Co. Meath
(Supper and bar extension)
Taille: £4

west France. The three were found guilty of

the manslaughter of a young Algerian-born
Frenchman who was found dead with a
fractured skull in the town of Pamiers last
October.

All three, Peter Doswell, John Lamb and
Gerald Smith, are members of the Third
Battalion of the Parach Regi based
at Tidworth in Hampshire.

2.2 8 ¢

The more murderous activities of British
soldiers are not usually made much of in the
British media — that is when human beings
are concerned.

But last Sunday’s News of the World

E50: Seamus O’'Hare, Conereeve
£50: John Leonard, Ganon.

Week
£100: X. McKenna, Monaghan town;
£50: Ollle Campbell,
Clones; and £50: P. Hamlil, Monaghan
town.

Draw notices

An Cumann Cabhrach, West Limerick
Annual raffie

1st: No. 3975; 2na: 5077; 3rd: 3080;
and 4th: 4605.

Co. Monaghan H-Block 400 club draw

Hugh McKenna, Doochamlep;

and

c/o Roost Bar,

gave its front page main story to a report on
officer cadets at Sandhurst, Britain’s top
army college, who were involved in killings
at a local pub. On this occasion the victims
were a dozen doves in a dove-cote into which
the soldiers threw a smoke-grenade, either
burning or choking the doves to death,

About twenty trainee officers were involved
in the incident and after their sadistic action
“ran off laughing and joking and disappeared
in several cars.”

A British army spokesman told the News
of the World that so far “the culprits haven’t 3

a

Apology

SINN FEIN, Belfast, would Ii
ogise to the famllles and friends of Vol-
unteers James McDade and Brian Fox,
Whose names, due to a typographical
error, were unfortunately omitted from

to apol-

recently published poster honour-

Ing the Volunteers of the Beifast Brigade
Who have died on active service during
the present
struggle. We would also |ike to offer
our apologles to the famlly and friends
of Flan John D.
Whose death was mistakenly printed as
August 2nd and not July 8th, h
errors wlill be corrected In any future
publications.

phase of the freedom

empsey, the date of

TV REVIEW BY HELEN STEVENS

The interview (not, of course, for
real), was the focus of three plays in
ITV's Crown Court series (shown over
three days, 23rd to 25th March, last
week), in which TV reporter John
Dickens went on trial under Section 11
of the Prevention of Terrorism Act
1976. No journalist has in reality yet
been charged under this section, which
forbids “failing to give the police inform-
ation that could have helped to arrest
Or convict a terrorist.”

The context was emotive. A bomb
"2s exploded at a bus station in England,

British TV. “The /RA,”
LAST week an IRA spokesperson appeared on IRA"
he said, ’;rtacked political and military targets, not ordinary civilians.

killing @ woman. The police ere trying to
pin it on two suspected IRA men, and
they claim one of the men was the
person interviewed by Dickens. Dickens
has not told the police about the inter-
view and his TV company has refused to
hand aver the film before (run.smhslon.
The “trial’ fell short of reality in same
respects. Dickens did not have to ungle’
with the notorious ‘reference upwards
system, which requires reporters to .:nnk
permission from their media superiors
before planning an interview with mem-
bers or supporters of '.prolf!lb.d organ-

isations’, In the Panorama Carrickmore
case in 1979, when an IRA road-block
was filmed, the programme’s editor was
fired (though re-instated atter union
pressure), and the film was seized by the
police:” but Dickens had none of these
problems.

But on the plus side, both the British
policeman and the RUC man are reveal-
ed as liars, and the liberal journalist’s
case for freedom of enquiry was put
strongly enough to persuade the jury,
made up of ITV viewers, to bring a
‘not guilty’ verdict,

“If people like me can’t even talk
to people like the IRA,” says Dickens
“then all we’re ever going to get on

Northern Ireland is half the story.*

At the same time, the grave limit.
ations of such journalists were clear,
Dickens raises the Ppassibility that the
bomb might have been planted by the
British Secret Service — but dismisses
it as ‘preposterous’ (forgetting the Little-
iohns), He states, in his defencs, that he
detests political violence and disbelieves
the IRA, and thet he conducted a very
hostile interview — even interrupting the
IRA spokesperson when he started 1o
talk about the British army murdering
people.

For all hist bellef in the idea of a

e press’, he Is riddled with British
prejudice,

-
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® MAURA McCRORY'

officers

THE mother of an H-Block prisoner,
Maura McCrory of Belfast, has been
elected chairperson of the National
H-Block/Armagh Committee at its first
meeting since its national conference in
Dublin last month. Bernadette McAl-
iskey is the new vice-chairperson.

Other officers elected by a fifteen-
strong committee include two ex-
blanketmen, Belfastman Fra McCann,
who will ligise with the prisoners, and
Tony O'Hara of Derry who has been
appointed convenor of the defence
committees formed to defend action
group members facing charges because
of their activities.

Two publicity officers have been
elected, Paddy Logue of Derry and
Vincent Doherty of Dublin, and
Christine Ni Elias of Dublin will fill the
posts of secretary and treasurer, ),

At its first meeting the new comm-
ittee reiterated its main priority as being
continual monitoring of the situation in
the H-Blocks and Armagh and pursuing
the prisoners’ cause,

It also welcomed the conference
decision to extend its brief to highlight-
ing the treatment of Irish political
prisoners in England, to campaigning in
defence of action group members on
charges because of protest activity and
to investigating repressive practices and
legislation North and South.

Dublin
debates

THE first in a series of political debates
organised by Dublin Sinn Fein's Educat-
ion Department took place on Tuesday,
March 30th.

About 20 people took part in a wide-
ranging and interesting exchange on the
motion ‘That Sinn Fein should not
engage in  constitutional  politics’.
Although the attendance was slightly
disappointing this in no way prevented
a very lively debate taking place.

Future debates, which are open to all
Sinn Fein members, will be held oneach
alternate Tuesday and anyone wishing to
speak either on a team or from the floor
will be most welcome.

The -next debate will be on the
motion ‘That the Buy Irish campaign is
a waste of time’ and will be held in 5
Blessington Street, Dublin, at 8.30 p.m.,
Tuesday, April 13th.

New cumann

A NEW Sinn Fein cumann, named after
martyred hunger-striker Martin Hurson,
has been formed in Longford town.

At its inaugural meeting, which was
chaired by Sinn Fein councillor Sean
Lynch, the following officers were
elected:- chair: Pat Healy; vice-chair:
Tom Hayden; secretary: Gerry Farrell;
and treasurer: Pat Murtagh.

Glasgow
ban

STRATHCLYDE Regional  Council,
which is responsible for the Glasgow
area in Scotland, has banned the use of
its public halls and buildings for all meet-
ings on lIrish affairs, even though it
allows their use for public meetings on a
wide range of subjects organised by a
variety of political groups.

The council decision was commun-
icated to the Glasgow Irish Freedom

The baitle -
for El Salvadao

guerrillas intensifies in El Salvador

to mount. An opinion poll last wee

AS THE POPULAR arméd struggle by the FMLN

the heart of the capital, San Salvador, American and
international opposition to US' involvement in the
affairs of this small Central American country continues

of US citizens oppose sending more military aid to El
Salvador, yet Reagan appears set to continue to support

, with ambushes in

k showed that 73%

the right-wing regime and US State Department prop-
aganda is apparently conditioning the American public
to something even more ‘adventurist’, despite the ghost
of Vietnam — possible direct US intervention.

In the following article Ciaran Dowd examines the
deteriorating situation and the progress of the war for
national liberation.

THE RESULTS of last week's elections
were predictable. President Duarte of the
Christian Democrats (a double misnomer)
obtained 40% of the vote, whereas Major
Roberto D’Aubisson (known as ‘Major
Blowtorch’ because of his use of one in
torture sessions) of the extreme-right
Arena party got 30% — the rest was
spread amongst the right-wing candidates.
An unstable coalition government now
seems likely. In a country where voting
is obligatory (on pain of imprisonment,
even death), there was a surprising
amount of people (around half the
electorate) who followed the opposition’s
advice to abstain. There was no moder-
ate or left-wing voice to be heard in
these rigged proceedings.

Britain was the only country in western
Europe to send ‘observers’ to this election in a
bid to legitimise the proceedings (the Brits
also granted a £1 million loan to the dictator-
ship). The so-called observers sat in their hotels
or were driven round the ‘respectable’ areas in
armoured cars and Jistened to the government’s
lies. Journalists, however, were out and about
and saw how the provincial capital of Usulutan
(see map) was cut off by the guerrilla forces
during the election and generally witnessed a
stepping up of the war effort. At one guerrilla
check-point one journalist was told:

“The people live in such terrible conditions
and this (i.e. with guns) js the only way they
can change things. We have got to stop the
elections because they are just a game.”

A couple of weeks ago three Dutch journal-
ists were killed by the government troops for
daring to report on these guerrillas.

DEATH SQUADS

The elections will not have much effect,
however, on the genocidal repression carried
out by the armed forces and the notorious
‘death squads’. In a small country, with the
same population as the six counties, there
have been 35,000 people killed over the last
two years. "

But, the desperately poor workers and
peasants of El Salvador are fighting back. The
success of the liberation struggle in nearby
Nicaragua in 1979 was a big boost to this
struggle. By early 1981 the FMLN (Farabundo
Marti National Liberation Front), the guerrilla
movement, was ready for a general offensive,
but in spite of popular support, this failed. As
one of the FMLN leaders said recently: “We
never thought this was a war which would be
won in one big battle. Since the general offensive
of 1981 the guerrilla-army has developed into
a real army, well organised and trained, led by
people with dedication and great experience.”
The Tresults of this transformation have been
seen in the last year.

In the country areas the liberation move-
ment has gradually increased the areas under
its control (see map). In these liberated zones
agrarian reform is now under way, literacy pro-
grammes are implemented and, for the first
time, a public health system operates. To
protect these areas a 20,000-strong popular
militia has been formed which operates along-

Action” Committee after it had
ed that on three occasions it had been
refused a meeting room on the untrue
grounds that all accommodation was in
use on the dates sought.

The action committee has begun a
campaign to have the discriminatory
decision rescinded and heve already
secured the Interest of the Scottish
Council for Civil Liberties and three
Labour MPs in'the‘issue, + /' + A

side 1ts of the R y People’s
Army. In these areas election day on March
28th passed by just like any other. For months
no army patrol has ventured near them to
harass and murder the villagers.” The military
balance of forces is clearly shifting in favour of
the guerrillas as their sophistication and popular
support increases. Recently the government
launched 2,000 soldiers against guerrilla

| .in. the g volcano
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@ Salvadorean military police escort the funeral of yet another of their dead right-wing colleagues

nad to retreat with heavy losses. Most spectac-
ular of all was the attack on the main air force
base earlier in the year in which the guerrillas
destroyed most of the regime’s air striking
power. » ’ 3
_,The government troops are seriously demor-
alised as they see no end to the fighting, The
wealthy fourteen families who own virtually
the whole country are the only ones who stand
to benefit from a victory by the government
forces in this contest. The broad opposition
front — the FDR (D« ic Revolutionary

Europe declared on the eve of the elections:
“We want a just and democratic society, free
from outside intervention. We work for the
majority — the peasants, the workers, the
intellectuals, the middle classes, and against
the tiny oligarchy who run the country.”

"LEGITIMATE

International support for this just struggle
is vital and Salvadorean leaders believe it has
helped to restrict the war of aggression against
their people. The governments of France and
Mexico have even gone so far as to recognise
the FMLN-FDR as a legitimate force. Britain
remains amongst the few governments in the
world to support the genocidal regime, which
is, of course, no surprise. %

As the struggle in El Salvador reaches a
critical stage there is an increased need for
international solidarity to isolate the govern-
ment and support the national liberation
movement — the FMLN-FDR.

Events in neighbouring Guatemala will
also'be affecting what happens in El Salvador.
Last week a group of military officers seized
power in a coup against President Garcia.
Though speaking about ‘authentic d v
the reality of the new government is an increased
drive against the guerrillas in that country too.
1'ho recently unified guerrilla movement in

front), h_m brought all the

Suti, with its massive support amongst
e

-area (near San Salvador, the upltrn!)'.hutnhlvs.

. forces “in- the- -
“+xountry. As.one-of the DA representativas in.

people will, however, be able to
and be victorious as-

thi




BHUEL, a chairde, ta poba)
(SAM) i mbaol. ‘Sea t; El Salvadpr ag
bagairt ar SAM. Agus

‘Sea, agus ba chéir ddinn ¢
a chreididint, mar tar &is an
tsaoil ‘sé Uachtaran Mheirices
an polaiteoir is m6 a sheasann
leis an bhfirinne ar an sao|
seo. Fir iad na hUachtarsin
sin nar inis aon bhréag riamh,
| ndeireadh na déla is ionann,
chomh fada agus is féidir an
sochai atd i SAM agus an sochaj
abheidh le féil thuasar neamh.

Ta daoine ann nach gereid-
eann go bhfuil sé sin fior,
ach gach seans gur cumannaithe
né soisialaigh iad. Ta sIf
maireachtdla Mheiriced mar
shampla ddinn go l€ir. D'fhéad-
faimis goIéir ceachta fhoghlaim
uathu.

'Sé atd a dhéanamh ag Ronnie
né go bhfuil s ag méadd an meid
airgid ata & chaitheamh aige ar
ghléasra chogaidh. Ta sé ag iarraidh
modhanna nua le daoine a mharu
a aimsitl an t-am ar fad. Is fior an
seanfhocal ““Is fearr a bheith marbh
na a bheith dearg”.

Ach, a chairde, na biodh aon
imni oraibh td& Ronnie cliste. Nf
raibh air cdnacha nua a cheapadh
leis an mbreis airgid d'fhail. O
a bhuachaill, an clisteacht, cad a
dhein sé ach gearradh siar ar an
gcabhair a bhi a thabhairt ag na
stait dos na boicht. Mar ata ar
eolas againn go I8ir nil méran guth
acu san sna meain cumarsaide.

T4 ceacht sa mhéid sin don
domhan uilig. Ni" haon geochach &
Ronnie. T4 s lan tsasta satailt ar
dhaoine laga agus iad a bhra faoi
chois. Aon fhear ata sasta a dhaoine

a bhri faoi chois, biaf cinnte

® Ronnie 8y ullmhd chun' teacht
*'i geabhair” ar mhuintir El Salvador

9o bhfuil sé I3n tsésta na “greasers”
in El -Salvador a choimead ina
ait cheart.

Is cinnte go gcaithfidh Ronnie
na “greasers” a chosaint uathu
féin. Peaca is ea @ saoirse a bheith
ag tir bheag cosiil le El Salvador
nd Nicearagua. Peaca Is ea é dul
i gcoinne mianta Mheiricea. Caith-
fear pionos a thabhairt daibh,

Tuigeann Ronnle an saoirse go
maith. Mi td cumannachas no
sbisialachas i réim i dtir ar bith
is féidir a bheith cinnte nach
bhfuil saoirse ann agus is faidir
uisce faoi thalamh a thosnG ina
gooinne. Is minic a d‘oibrigh an
cleas sin cheana.

Té daoine a déarfadh go bhfuil
an rud céanna ar sill ag na Rdisigh
san Afganastain. Ach i ndeireadh
na déla ni sheasann na Ruisigh leis
an saoirse. Is leor san mar mhfnid
ar sin.

T& dacine ann nd tuigeann
dearcadh  Ronnie ar cheard-
chumainn. Ach [gireoidh mé an
scéal dar leitheoir le dha shampla.
Féach | dtosach ar cad a tharla
dos na stidrthirf aertrachta. Thug
Ronnie bata agus bdthar ddibh
nuair a chuaigh siad ar stailc.
Ceannaireacht dearfach, a chara.

Ach ar an dtaobh eile den scéal
8 Ronnie &n i bhfabhar na ceard-
chumainn sa Phdlainn agus cén
fath nach mbeadh a fhad is ata
siad sa Pholainn, Beidh Ronnie
sista a fhad is a fhanann siad
ansin,

Faoi lathair ta rud amhain eile
ag déanamh imnil do Ronnie.
'Sé sin Jimmy Molyneaux. Creid-
eann Jimmy go bhfuil na Yanks
3g oibrid i gcoinne Thuaisceart
Eireann, Is soiléir do Ronnie go
bhfuil Jimmy imithe glan as a
mheabhair:

Fagfaidh mé slan agaibh an
tseachtain seo le smaoineamh beag
amhéin — ma t& muintir na
hEireann- ag brath ar Ronnie
Reagan chun saoirse na hEireann
a bhaint amach, b‘fhearra ddibh
glacadh leis go mbeidh ba ag
damhsa ar an ngealach sula ndéan-
faidh Ronnie fai

GREETIING'SS

HARVEY, “Spike”. (Magllligan). Happy
birthday, ‘Splke. You don’t look a day.
over 21.'May your next one be s| [
freedom.  Lots of love from Paullne.
UTP. xxx. -

HARVEY, “Spike”. (Magliligan). Best
wishes on ‘your 28th birthday, Spike. One

foot In the grave already!l From Patricla,
Bronagh and Loul:

MCcGAR , Paul. (H-Block). Happy
birthday, Paul. The pints are on you.
From a1l your “Chicago ladle: Ki

Georgina, Marle, Reenle and Mol
McKEEFRY, Patsy. (Magllllgan). Happy

birthday, Patsy. From your brothers,
sisters, mother and father, Swatragh,
Co. Derry.

, Tlocfalah &r 1a.

O'HAGAN, Fintan. (H-Block). Belated
birthday greetings, Fintan, for the 28th.
All our love and best wishes. From
mummy, daddy, Dara and all the clan.

WALSH, Kevin. (Portlaoise). Best wish-
es on your birthday, Kevin. Hope to

see you soon. From all your friends In
the ce  McSwiney Sinn  Fein
cumann, west London.

PRANCES

| msrarsdin
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ALLSOPP, Robert. (7th Anniversary).
In laving memory of my dear san Robert
who died on March 23rd 1975, RIP. SL
Josaph, pray for him. “These seven ysars
without you, Robert, are the saddest |
have known, | treasurs every though) of
you when | am on my own. | mourn for
YOU In sllence, no-one sees me weep, for
| shed my tears with a broken heart,
when the world Is fast asieep.” Never
forgotten By his mother, sister, brotner-
Inlaw and nephew Robert. Remember-
ed also by his uncles, aunts, all the
Alisopp family circie and ail his friends.
ALLSOPP, Robert. (7th Anniversary)
In proud and loving memory of Fian
Robert Allsopp, Beifast Brigade, na
Flanna Eireann, who dled on March
23rg 1975, Always remembered by the
committes and members of the Jim
O'Nelll/Robert Allsopp Memorlal Fiute
Band, New Lodge Road, Belfast.

CARR, Robert. (2nd Anniversary). In
proud and Vol
Robert Carr, na hEireann,
Newry, who died while on active service
duty on Aprll 15t 1980. | measc Laochra
na nGael go raibh a anam. Never
forgotten by his triends and comrades In
Oglaign na hEireann, Newry, Co. Down.
HENDERSON, Tony. (11th Anniver-
sary). _In proud and loving memory of
Vol. Tony Henderson, Belfast Brigade,
Oglaigh na hEireann, who dled while on
active service duty on Apill 4th 1971.
Thug sé a ralbh alge ar son saolrse na
hElreann. Never forgotten by his friends
and comrades In the Belfast Brigade.
McCABE, Patrick. (9th Anniversary). In
loving memory of Vol. Pat McCabe, Bel-
fast Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann, who
dled on active service duty on March

27th 1973. You are gone bul never for-
gotten.  Always remembared by
Geralal
McDERMOTT, Sean. (0Ih Anniversary).

In proud snd loving memory of Vol
Sean Brigace,
Ogiaigh na hElreann, who was shot dead
hils on active sarvice Guty an Aprif 5th

1976, Chaitn sé » shsol a9 ob.
troid ar son saoirse muintic na nEl;
Never forgotten by his friends and com-
In the Beifa: de
::;‘(uuov‘r, Sean. (6th Annivarsary)
In proud and ioving memory of my son,
Vol, Sean McDermott, 1st Battaiion,
Beifast Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann,
who was killed In action on Aoril 5
1976. Solas sforral di anam. Always
remembered by his mother, brother and
sisters.
MCDERMOTT, Sean. (6th Anniversary).
In loving memory of Vol. Sean
McDermott, Belfast Brigade, Oglaigh na
hElreann, who was killed while on active
service duty on April 5tn 1976. RIP,
Mary, Queen of Ireland, pray for him.
Always remembered Dy Sean and
Damien (H-Block) and ail the Lennon
family.
McDERMOTT, Sean. (6th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol.
Sean McDermott, Beifast Brigade,
Oglalgh na hEireann, who was killed
while on active service duty on Aprll
5th 1976. Sadly missed bul never for-
gotten by Pauline and Raddo, and Harry
(H-Block). 3
O’RAWE, Edward. (9th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol. Eadie
“Mundo” O'Rawe, *
Beifast Brigad X
who died on active servics duty on Aprll
12th 1973. Mary, Queen of Ireland, pray
for him. Always remembered by the
Lower Falls Commemoration Commit-
tee, Belfast.

”

ympat

DEE, ENRIGHT, McELLIGOTT, MOR-
IARTY, QUIGLEY. Listowel comhairle
ceantalr, Sinn Fein, extend their deepest
sympathy to the Dee family, Liselton;
Tom Enwrignt; John Joe McElligot; the

Morlarty family and the Quigley family,
Listowel; and their family circies on
their recent respective bereavements.
O'CONNOR. Dave and Paddy, Dublin,
extend their deepest sympathy to
Pelg, Kay, and Robin on their great
loss. Jim's help and encouragement to
us over the years will never be forgotten.
Mary, Queen of the Gael, pray for him.

parades.

0. ANTRIM
. Mass, Cargin cemetery

CO. ARMAGH
11.30 a.m. Moy Road/Bambrook Hill,
rmagh

c
After 11 a.m.

10 am. Ferla crossroads, Ballymacnab
March to cemetery
11 a.m. Rangers' Hill, Crossmaglen
March to cemetery
12 noon Derrymacash cemetery
2.30 p.m. Francls Street, Lurgan
March to St. Colman’s cemetery
12 noon Maghery cemetery
1 p.m. Portadown cemetery
BELFAST
1 p.m. Beechmount Avenue
March to Militown cemetéry
CO. CAVAN
2.30 p.m. Redhllls
March to Kiloughert cemetery

Co. DE
12.30 p.m. Bellaghy cemetery
2.30 p.m. Westland Street (Bogside Inn)
Derry cit,
March to cemetery
After 12 noon Mass, Dungiven

YOU'RE RIGHT, OF COURSE !
IT MUST BE SPRING IN , -

THE WAY THE BRITZ
SPRING IN THE AIRY

3 p.m. Loup cemetery.
3 p.m. Swatragh viilage

DRUMBOE
3 p.m. Johnston’s Corner, Stranorlar
March to Drumboe Woods via Bally bofey
After Mass, Cladybridge

DUBLLI
2.30 p.m. Pro-Cathedral
March to Glasnevin

CO. FERMANAGH

12 noon Clonoe cemetery

10.30 a.m. Edendalk cemetery
10 a.m. Moy cemetery

2.30 p.m. Rosslea village

CO. GALWAY
.m. Domhnach Padhralc
Domhnach Padhralc cemetery.

After 10.30 a.m. Mass, Uachtar Ard

3p.
March to

CO. KERRY
3 p.m. Fair Green, Cahlirciveen
March to Over-the-Water cametery

CO. KILDARE
3 p.m. Ballymore Eustace chapel
March to Ballymore Eustace cemetery
CO. LEITRIM
2.30 p.m. Jamestown, Drumsna
March to Jamestown cemetery

People who wish to take photographs of the parades and
ceremonies must first obtain permission from the organisers;
and, in Belfast, press cards are available from the Republican
Press Centre at 51/53 Falls Road.

EASTER
COMMEMORATIONS

ALL NATIONALIST cultural and sporting groups, and
trade unions, are invited to take part in the Easter com-
memoration ceremonies which are organised by the National
Graves Association but no banners are to be carried on the

CO. LIMERICK
1 p.m. Bedfors Row, Limerick city
March to Repuulican Piot Se
Glynn's grave, Limerick cem:

ry
3 p.m. Con Colbert Mem. Hall, Athea

€O. LONGFORD
3 p.m. Ardagh
to grave of Alfred McHugh
(lrish Citizen Army)

March

CO. M
3 p.m. Swinford Road, Klitimagh
March to grave of Brig. Sean Corcoran

MONAGHAN TOWN
2.30 p.m. O'Hanlon Memorlal,
Clones Road

CO. OFFALY
2.4S p.m. The Square, Clara

€O. sLiIGo
12 noon Ballysadare
11 a.m. Collaney
3 p.m. Sligo town

CO. TIPPERARY
3 p.m. Coolbawn Cross, Fethard
March to grave of George Plant
In St. Johnstown
3 p.m. The Monument, Hollyford
After 10 a.m. Mass, Banba Sq., Nenagh
March to Republican Monument

CO.TYRONE
12 noon Aghyaran cemetery
11 a.m. Carrickmore
March to Garden of Remembrance
11.45 a.m. Coalisland cemetery
12 noon Eglish cemetery
11 a.m. Galbally cemetery
CO. WATERFORD
3 p.m. The Glen, Waterford
March to the military barracks
CO. WEXFORD
11.30 a.m. Foley's garage, Enniscorthy
March to St. Mary's cemetery
3 p.m. Crescent Quay, Wexford town

March to St. Ibar's cemetery, Crosstown
LONDON
2 p.m. Speakers' Corner, Hyde Park
EASTER MONDAY
DUBLIN

2.30 p.m. Baker's Corner
March to Dean's Grange

A

COULD all commemoaration committees, in conjunction with
the Republican Movement locally, please send photo-
graphs of the ceremonies, to 44 Parnell Square, Dublin

H

| (tel.: 747611); or 51/53

Falls Road, Belfast (tel.. 46841).,




SINCE the execution of loyalist
extremist Robert Bradford last
November and a spate of IRA
attacks on RUC and UDR men,
the public perception of the inter-
vening period has been one of
relative IRA inactivity, the ap-
pearance of informers prepared to
turn ‘queen’s evidence’, the seizures
of arms and explosives dumps in
the twenty-six counties, and an
intense propaganda war the most
recent expressions of which were
the RUC Chief Constable’s remarks
last week that the IRA is ‘reeling’
and the boasts last Tuesday at the
annual meeting of the Association
of Garda Sergeants and |nspectors
that support for the IRA was on
the decline.

In an interview with a spokes-
person for the IRA, authorised to
speak on behalf of the leadership,
AP/RN put a number of questions
which seem foremost in supporters’
minds.

Q. Although there have been major oper-
ations this past two weeks — car bombings
and the M60 attack in Belfast — it would
appear that there has been a drop-off in IRA
activity. What is the explanation for this?

A. First of all we have had a number of
problems, logistical problems or problems
with materials and supplies. These are
difficulties which any guerrilla army faces
and they have to be constantly overcome.
All setbacks are only temporary but, of
course when our supporters see a lull they
naturally get worried that we are in trouble.
But as we said after the Crocus Street attack,
‘We are here to stay’,

None of the difficulties are attributable
to the recent appearance of paid agents.
The fabric of our army has not been damaged
by the recent arrests of people framed by
these agents. Were, for example, active
service personnel being eliminated regularly
then that would present difficulties, but
our Volunteers operating in nationalist
areas are like fish in friendly waters and it is
this close relationship between the IRA and
the people which dogs all counter-insurgency
attempts at defeating us.

With regard to the frequency of IRA
operations. The public’s awareness of
operations is when they happen. But as we,
and often the Brits know, for every
operation that is successful there are perhaps
half a dozen which do not come off. We
had six landmine failures in a row which
had they exploded would have radically
altered the situation, the political situation.
Earlier this year we almost wiped out a para
patrol in Forkhill. But the mine only partially
exploded, slightly injuring them.

It would take too long and security
doesn’t permit going into all the unsuccess-
ful operations or the ones that don’t surface
in the public eye, but you will appreciate
that there is a constant turn-over in oper-
ations all the time.

By the way, for three weeks before
Christmas the place was snowed up and we
couldn’t carry out an operation. City units
couldn’t ‘run back’ from ambushes and rural
ASUs couldn’t go near dumps without
leaving trails.

Strate

Q. What about Hermon’s recent statement,
though qualified, that the IRA is ‘reeling’?
A. Hermon was just repeating what his
political predecessors at Stormont regularly
stated in order to maintain morale and
pretend there was a light at the end of the
13-year-old tunnel for the British and the
loyalists.

Psychological warfare is a very important
element in counter-insurgency strategy. One
of the IRA’s major fears, going back to the
hunger-strike, was that the British govern-
ment by their intransigence, were intent on
inflicting a psychological defeat on the
nationalist people. But their intransigence
and the incredible heroism of the hunger-
strikers actually fuelled nationalist determ-
ination to see this struggle out.

Hermon'’s remarks must be seen in the
context of such warfare, intensified since
the ending of the hunger-strike and being
exploited because of low IRA activity.
Hermon undoubtedly also foolishly believed
that the new development of the use of
agents to imprison people — many of them
innocent or only peripherally involved =
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‘We are here

was the explanation for the lull and this led
to the state of euphoria in which he made
his blunder.

Q. What about the arms’ finds in the South?
A. It has been Free State government policy
to promote any captures into major arms
finds. In this way they hope to discredit
the IRA, demoralise people and deter our
supporters from holding equipment. It
also is used to politically placate the Brits
and assuage loyalist criticisms that the Free
Staters are inactive and turn a blind eye to
IRA activity, which is a complete lie.

Now, there were finds in Louth — mortars

and launchers. No pictures were shown of
this find. The mortar bombs were the old
Mark-1 type from the early Seventies which
proved to be a failure and which were in a
harmless state. They were dragged out of a
bog. There was an ammunition find in Castle-
bellingham — in a ditch. Again no photos
and we don’t know who owns it or if it
actually existed.
There was an arms find in Monaghan.
We lost seven rifles. This loss was due to a
massive garda search and we believe their
attention was brought to the dump by good
surveillance. In this case they made extensive
use of propaganda photos. The ‘large’
explosives find, two tons was claimed,
which was reported in Monaghan, did not
exist. What was actually caught was a beer
keg full of explosives and three bags of
nitrate. There were no photographs of this
small find which belonged to us. The large
ammunition find, ours, in Emyvale was
seized as a result of a paid agent.

In south Donegal there was a supposed
find of 100lbs of gelignite. Not ours. We
don’t even know if it ever existed.

Q. But has not the phenomenon of the
‘supergrass’ affected the IRA?

A. We disagree with this terminology. They
are paid British agents. Those that have
been recruited by the RUC have very limited
information at their disposal, apart from
that which they invent. There has been no
infiltration of IRA active service units and
where any Volunteer has broken in RUC
custody our security personnel usually
crack informers in debriefing sessions. For

an informer to be valuable to the enemy he

, the IRA will catch up

_Q. Last year’s hunger-strike brought massive
international attention to the struggle in Ire-
land and seemed also to be a significant
turning point for an increase in support
for the IRA. What were the effects of the
hunger-strike?
A. As the hunger-strike progressed and as
the heroism of the hunger-strikers caused a
kening of i i and
an increase in passive support for the IRA,
the IRA had serious doubts as to whether
ghis passive support could have been organised
into a structured active support. Of course,
the IRA and the Republican Movement has
benefited in terms of resistance, recruit-
ment and support and this will become
visible over the next two years, because the
assimilation of recruits and security checks
takes considerable time.

So big was the effect of the hunger-
strike on the nationalist population, espec-
ially the youth, that republican structures
were not capable of absorbing the potential
and at any rate security and the fear of
building on an emotional upsurge would
have made this undesirable.

The hungerstrike served, at a great cost,
to educate nationalists as to the nature of
the forces and elements involved in Irish
constitutional politics and served to educate
republicans, or to remind republicans,
of the forces ranged against them. It also
served to politicise many sections of the
people.

Q. Does this mean that that will manifest

has to give accurate and vital inf

and this is his downfall. But these agents

who turn ‘queen’s evidence’ are unbelievable.
The first one, Kennedy, his evidence was

so incredible that at the end of the day even

the corrupt British court couldn’t accept it.

itself in el | support as in last year's
£l 1 e

A. This is not necessarily so as was proved
by the Sinn Fein intervention in the twenty-
six county elections recently.

Q. Under what terms would you support
the i I given the likeli-

At present the use of, and p d:
about, these touts and agents, is more
directed at the nationalist people than the
IRA.

Q. Is the IRA satisfied that all steps have
been taken to prevent the recruitment of
paid agents?

A. All IRA Volunteers a year ago were en-
couraged to resign if they thought they
could not withstand the pressures. This
invitation to resign is an ongoing one and
all Volunteers are aware that their involve-
ment in the IRA isavoluntary one. Secondly,
every effort was and is being made to
educate Vol in i-ii gation
techniques and instill in them or deepen
their political commitment.

Volunteers who fall in to the trap of
informing are given every opportunity to
redeem themselves by telling their superiors
of the damage they have done. If an ad-
mission is made, and provided treachery
hasn’t been engaged in, then they normally
only suffer a dismissal. If a Volunteer is
caught lying or informing he would be
courtmartialled, and would run the risk,
depending on the gravity of the allegations,
of execution.

The IRA is very reluctant to execute one
of its own Volunteers for all the very obvious
reasons and it is only after a whole process,
which is clearly understood and accepted
by Volunteers, is exhausted, that such a
serious step is taken.

If those who are presently giving, or have
said that they will give evidence, if they
persist and if they actually do give evidence,
they will be executed on sight. They have
sentenced themselves to a fugitive's life.
If they don’t give evidence the IRA will
take a much more lenient view. If they do
give evidence they can be assured that some-
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will be

hood of assembly elections in the North later
this year?

A. What republicans have to make up their
minds about is what part the electoral
tactic is going to play in the overall
struggle. There are two ways of using
the electoral tactic: as a straight inter-
vention at a time when it is felt that the vote
imised behind a blican can-
didate, as during the hunger-strike; or using
the electoral process as a necessary part
of the revolutionary process.

The former is much more simple to
grasp and to carry out than the latter. The
latter is much more difficult, not least in
terms of working out whether or not it's
even the correct thing to do! But also
because if republicans are to contest
elections, and there are many reasons
advanced: the need to build a political
base; the need to be seen clearly as public
representatives of people we profess to lead;
the need to stop collaborationist elements

di as rep i of the
nationalist people. The difficulty is that
these short-term objects cannot be achieved
with any lasting effect merely by ‘inter-
ventions'. It can only be achieved by the
building of a political party which identifies
completely with ordinary people in their
everyday problems, which is non-constitut-
fonal and principled and which takes an
id ically sound and r view of
the two partitionist states,

Q. What about Prior's proposed assembly?
A. We disagree with any form of assembly
aimed at shoring up the six counties. The
only thing that will work and bring stability
to Ireland is that the Brits get out and leave
the Irish to decide their own future. If
Sinn Fein contests elections and if the IRA
sees contesting as fitting the above criteria
then undoubtedly the IRA would have no
objections.
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