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MARTYRS

HUNGER-STRIKE commemorations in
Ireland and internationally have evoked
sadness at the thoughts of last year’s
sacrifices of epic proportions in the
H-Blocks. Older people, born after
the turbulent days of the Tan War and
Civil War can recall no other similar
days in this country, apart from Derry‘s
Bloody Sunday in 1972, when the heart
was wrenched out of Ireland; and
young people have been left with the
indelible memory, which time will not
erase, of British hatefulness person-
ified by Thatcher, and Free State treach-
ery, of which there is no choice between
FitzGerald and Haughey.

And people around the world have also
continued to recall the first anniversaries of
the deaths of the H-Block martyrs by holding
commemoration ceremonies, exhibitions or
protests, such as this one (see picture) in
Dublin last Wednesday night.

Last Saturday over 1,000 demonstrators
marched to the British Consulate in New
York where a union jack and effigy of Mar-
garet Thatcher, the mad maiden, were burned.
And in Ireland, Britain and the continent,
people from all walks of life have in one way
or another recalled the stirring events of one
year ago when ten young men laid down
their lives for their principles, for the integ-
rity of Irish independence, and to give the
oppressed Irish people the strength and
courage (and the inspiration of heroic sac-
rifice) to rise up against their masters.

The Republican Movement salutes those
ten brave soldiers of the Irish cause whose
moral conviction — and indeed the moral
conviction necessary to all struggling, op-
pressed peoples — was captured so eloquently
in ‘The Rhythm of Time’ by Bobby Sands:

It is found in every light of hope,

It knows no bounds nor space,

It has risen in red and black and white,
It is there in every race.

It lies in the hearts of heroes dead,

It screams in tyrants’ eyes,

It has reached the peak of mountains high,
It comes searing ‘cross the skies.

It lights the dark of this prison cell,

It thunders forth its might,

It is ‘the undauntable thought’, my friend,
That thought that says ‘I'm right!”
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inLeitri

TENSION has been mounting in recent
weeks smong small farmers in Leitrim
and Sligo following the private sale of
@ 150-acre farm, the Dickson Estate,
to @ wealthy German land and prop-
erty speculator, Tillman Anholt, desplite
local sttempts to persuade the twenty-
six countles Land Commission to acquire

the land and distribute it among exist-
ing small landowners,

The farm land st Kinlough, County
Leitrim, on the border with County
Sligo, went up for sale following the
death of its previous owner on March
10th, Local farmers with uneconomic
small holdings immediately asked the
Land Commission to step in and buy
the farm and re-sell portions of it to the
farmers to bring their holdings up to
an economic level. Soon afterwards,
however, they learned that the sale,
of what is some of the best land in
Leitrim, had gone through. This is only
the mm of a series of swoops on land,
lakes and fishing rights in the area by
foreign speculstors.

Intense local anger manifested itself
straight away with a 300-strong petition
to the Free State Minister of Agriculture,
Ray McSharry, and a series of pickets
of the farm by local people which were
eventually breached by some workers
under garda escort.

Since the protests began, however,
the Land Commission have been forced
to invoke s ‘Section 40’ order which
forbids the land being used for any
purpose until an investigation into the
sale has taken place. Whother this results
in justice for the hard pressed small
farmers of Leitrim waits to be seen.

Leitrim comhairle ceantair of Sinn
Fein has expressed full support for the
stand taken by the Kinlough farmers
whom it congratulates for intervening,
when eppeals to local Leinster House
representatives fell on deasf esrs. Sinn
Fein spokesperson on agriculture, Joe
Gallogly, has warned local farmers not to
be lulled by the invocation of Section 40
but to continue to seek an early guaran-
tee from the Land Commission for redis-
tribution.

Monaghan

|(||Ier
inRUC

REPUBLICAN sources in Monaghan
have named an RUC man as being res-
ponsible for the hitand-un killings of
two teenagers in the county on St
Patrick's night, March 17th, last.

Fourteen-year-old Noel Traynor of
Creevela, and 17-year-old Cathal McLar-
non of Demashallog, were walking slong
the road st Carrigans, just outside
Emyvale on the main Dublin-Derry
road when they were struck by a car
which sped across the border to the
North,

The IRA have named the killer as
27-year-old Thomas Judson of 51 Gray's
Lane, Belfast, and allege that he was
ermed, had spent the day in Monaghan,
possibly gathering intelligence and that
he drove back to the RUC/British army
barracks in Aughnacloy, County Tyrone,
after he knocked down the two teen-
agers. The IRA also state that other
RUC ‘spies’ are allowed to travel in the
area with the indulgences of the Free
State authorities.

Judson has merely been charged with
dangerous and drunken driving and his
case is due to be heard on June 2nd.
No reference has been made of the
killings of the two teenagers, such is
the extent of the collaboration and
criminal cover-up between the gardai
and the RUC.

Monument
damaged

THE republican monument on the Marsh
Road in Drogheda has recently been
slightly damaged by vandals, A number
of railings surrounding the monument
were broken off, The Bobby Sands
cumann in Drogheda ere presently
carrying out an investigation into who
was responsible for this action and one
theory is that it was the work of palitical
opponents in the area following the very
successful display by the Republican
Movement on Easter Sunday in Drogheda.

BY HILDA McTHOMAS

A MINOR REVOLT of British
Tory backbenchers, combined
with dismal attendance from
Labour MPs, did not manage
to impede the second passage
of Jim Prior’s ‘Devolution Bill’
at Westminster on Monday, May
10th. Passed by 291 votes to
29, the Bill now faces the com-
mittee stage, and possible at-
tempts at filibustering from
those extreme right-wing Tories
who unsuccessfully opposed the
Bill's First Reading on April
20th, and Second Reading last
Monday.

Of his proposed scheme, Jim Prior
declared last Monday that there was “no
better deal for the United Kingdom,”
seemingly the view of the vast majority
of MPs that day. In spite of alarming
noises from Free State and six-county
commentators about a ‘divided House
of Commons’, Monday’s debate showed
once more that British MPs, by and
large, agree that devolution ‘with a
measure of cross-<community agreement’,
is the quickest and safest way of getting
rid of the socalled ‘Northern Ireland
problem’ without giving away the
six counties.

Vocal opposition to Jim Prior came from
the ranks of his own party, namely the Tory
backbench Northern Ireland Committee led
by extreme right-winger John Biggs-Davidson,
who ten years ago screamed for a return to the
old Stormont, and now advocates ‘total in-
tegration’.- Three Tory MPs had resigned their

® JIM PRIOR ® JOHN ROBB

majority’ and on the question of parliamentary
co-operation with Dublin, Concannon, who
helped bulld and fill the H-Blocks, and who
last year paid a ghoulish visit to a dying Bobby
Sands to remind him that his party did not
support the prisoners’ demands, showed once
again on Monday that the Labour Party s
committed to prop up partition, albeit with a
few token gestures of sppessement to the
SDLP.

COMMITTEE
In the past weeks, SDLP leaders have engaged
in intense lobbying of the British Labour
Party, but failed to secure from them much
more than abstention In last Monday’s vots.
C

front-bench positions in order to vou lorr an
‘amendment opposing Jim Prior's D

, that his
party would odvoau the setting up o! a
al

Bill, On Saturday, May B8th, Nick Budgen
resigned as Tory whip, followed on Monday
by Peter Lloyd, private secretary to direct-
rule minister Adam Butler, and later by Lord
Cranborne, a Tory parliamentary secretary.
The smendment was backed by a total of
29 — 6 unionists and 23 of the most bellicose
right-wingers in the British Tory Party, the
latter less concerned with the future of Ire-
land than with the prospect of devolution
being extended to Britain (that s, to Wales
and Scotland at the expense of English hege-
mony).

beour plmclpadon in the dabltu like its

i Don

in the proposed

The price of the
Irish dimension

® SEAMUS MALLON

Thatcher that he could dabble in six-county
politics even In the absence of any Anglo-
Irish summit.

Another Haughey nomination to the Senate
was Ballymoney surgeon John A. Robb, leader
of a minute faction of anti-unionist Protestants
called the New lreland group, prolific writer
of letters to the press and of pamphlets such
as ‘Sell Out or Opportunity’ in October 1972,
or ‘Westminster Withdrawal’ in July 1876,
advocating a phased British withdrawal and

ion b and nation-
alists leading to some form of united Ireland.

Those two Senate appointments, that of
Seamus Mallon, whose close links with the
Dublin government are no secret, and of
John Robb, probably the only Northem
Protestant who could accept such a nomination,

speci

with the task of liaising with Dublin — an Idu
which obviously emanates from the SDLP’s
participationist faction. Such a committee,
if it ever came into being, would obviously
become the SDLP‘s preserve, while allowing
them to claim they have achi some

may, h , cause political stirs in directi
not expected bv Haughey.

In a lengthy statement explaining why he
accepted the seatJohn Robb declared that he
would use his position to call for a change in
::i Free State laws on divorce, contraception

of ‘Irish dimension’.

Eight thousand punts per annum of ‘Irish
dimension’ was offered to SDLP deputy-leader
Seamus Mallon on Monday, May 10th, by
Free State premier Charles Haughey, in the
form of a seat in the Dublin Senate. Dustbin
for unseated Free State deputies, and a source
of ‘jobs for the boys’, the Dublin Senate

was

Jim Prior's opposite number on the Labour
shadow cabinet, announced that Labour
would abstain from the vote, but would at a
later stage push for changes in the 70% ‘weighted

p Haughey with the triple opportunity
to appease the republican-minded among his
followers by a demagogic gesture towards
‘the North’, reward some elements in the SDLP
for their political co-operation, and remind

| As for Mallon’s obscene rush
to accept the seat, it must have angered the
right-wing of the SDLP no end. Thont who
favour participation in the p

will see th- nomination as a clnn that thelr
stance is publicly rejected by Dublin. After
an SDLP executive meeting last Monday
night, Belfast councillor Cormac Boomer

accused Mallon of being ‘tied to Dublin’s apron
strings’ and demanded that he resign his deputy-
leadership. Going by Cormac Boomer’s past
record, Seamus Mallon will have to keep the

old flak»;ackat on at the next executive
meeting.

Picket
against
evictions

AS part of a local cam-
Paign to resist impending
evictions, as outlined in
an article last week (‘Mass
eviction threat’. AP/RN,
May 6th) Twinbrook Sinn
Fein organised a picket
of the local Housing
Executive district office
in the west Belfast estate,
Iast Fnday, May 7th.

AV S
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Inflicting extensive damage

THE IRISH REPUBLICAN ARMY has continued to carry out
a flexible variety of operations in a number of six-county locat-
ions over the past week, catching enemy forces on the wrong
foot again and again, with no republican casualties, and keeping

them guessing.

With shooting attacks in Belfast
and in south Derry and Strabane,
and bombs of one sort or another
in Kilkeel, County Down, and in
Strabane, County Tyrone, the IRA
killed one UDR associate, have
caused injuries, some serious — some
minor, to five Brit, UDR and RUC
personnel as well as continuing
to inflict extensive and expensive
damage.

RUC MAN WOUNDED
IN KILKEEL

An RUC man was injured and
badly shocked when an IRA booby-
trap bomb exploded at his home in
the south Down coastal village of
Kilkeel, reinforcing the message
that enemy personnel are not imm-
une from attack wherever they are.

The explosion took place in the
Grahamville housing estate In Kilkeel,
in the early hours of Thursday, May 6th,
as the RUC men closed his garage door
after parking his car. The bomb, attach-
ed to the door, was heard up to two
miles away, and caused severe cuts and
bruises to the RUC man’s arms and legs.
His car and the garage were extensively
damaged.

PETROL TANKER
EXPLODES

IRA Volunteers in west Tyrone
caused massive disruption, panic
and damage when they placed a
petrol tanker containing 5,000
litres of fuel, to which a bomb had
been attached, at the permanent
British army checkpoint at the
Camel’s Hump in Strabane.

The operation began, on Thursday,
May 6th, when the driver of the petrol
tanker was stopped just outside nelgh-
bouring Lifford in County Donegal by
two Volunteers, while on his way to
make fuel deliveries, and taken to where
the bomb_had been left. This was then
fitted 10 the tanker’s pump rack, before
the driver was made to return with his
tanker and park it at the checkpoint

before running clear.

A full 40 minutes later the small
explosive charge detonated, igniting the
tanker fuel which sent flames shooting
50 feet up Into the air. As well as des-
troying the tanker and its load the blaze
caused severs damage to nearby British
army huts.

Had the Brits been less cautious in
dealing with the petrol tanker the toll
might have been far higher. For the
bomb contained an anti-handling device
which was aimed at inflicting death on
any Brit bomb disposal man attempting
to defuse it.

BRIT INTELLIGENCE
OFFICER AMBUSHED

A Belfast Brigade ASU in the
Beechmount district of west Bel-
fast lay in wait for a known Brit-
ish army intelligence officer and
fired a single shot when he came
on the scene. The soldier fell to the
ground but was thought to have
received only a slight flesh wound.

In a cover-up operation to save face
at the near-execution of one of their
senior officers the British army first
failed to issue any report of the shoot-
ing, and subsequently denied that any
of their personnel had been in the area at
the time. Their reticence was however
given the lle by the fact that they had
sealed off the Beechmount district
directly after the shooting, though the
ASU escaped safely.

The ambush took place around 1.30
pm on Thursday, May 6th, as the Brit,
code-named ‘Kestrel’ according to the
I8A, and more widely known to west
Belfast nationalists whom he has sorely
harassed as ‘Ronnie’, was passing the
Willowbank play area with a Brit foot
patrol.

An IRA Volunteer, positioned in a
commandeered house in Brighton Street,
and armed with a high-powered rifle
fitted with a telescopic sight, waited
until he had a clear shot at ‘Ronnie’
before opening fire. The Brit intelligence
officer was seen to fall to the ground.

In thelr statement claiming respon-
sibility the IRA claimed that the sol-
dier was a member of the Fusiliers

LATEST SECTARIAN KILLING

regiment and had been stationed in
Belfast for more than a year.

SOUTH DERRY
UDR AMBUSH
In a daring operation by south
Derry IRA Volunteers, reminiscent
of many carried out by their former
0/C Francis Hughes whose anniv
sary occurs. this week, a mobile
UDR patrol was caught in a hail of
gunfire along a country road, leav-
ing one seriously wounded and two
others slightly injured.

The ambush took place shortly after
11 pm on Fridsy, May 7th, on the main
Toomebridge-Magherafelt Road. After
becoming aware that the patrol was
using the road three Volunteers lay in
wait until the two UDR landrovers came
on the scene. They then opened fire,
using SKS, Garand and Armalite rifles,
firing up to 30 rounds in all before with-
drawing and returning safely to base.

The south Derry IRA say that they
have become aware that UDR soldiers
are endangering the lives of members of
their families by refusing to travel any-
where when not actually on patrol un-
less accompanied by . their wives or
children, and In effect using these innoc-
ent parties as a shield. This, on a number
of occaslons has forced the IRA to with-
draw from an ambush situstion rather
than risk civilian Injuries. The IRA point
out, however, that the onus rests on the
UDR personnel themselves and stress
that the IRA will not desist in their
attacks on the UDR.

BELFAST MINE PLANTED

In a supplied statement issued
last Monday, May 10th, the Belfast
Brigade IRA warned that they had
planted an anti-personnel mine four
days earlier, at an observation post
inside a new Brit/RUC barracks on
the Antrim Road in north Belfast.

The IRA said that three Volunteers
had been involved in planting the mine,
on Thursday night, May 6th.

Several months ago, the IRA pointed
out that civilians employed in helping to
construct these centres of repression did
50 at some risk to their lives.

Subsequently the IRA Issued a state-
ment claiming that Volunteers had plant-
ed a bomb inside the new barracks at
Durham Street, on the edge of west Bel-

FOLLOW-UP TO UDA THREAT

BY MAEVE ARMSTRONG

Brookhill Street.
He recalls:

@ FRANKIE TONER

AT 9.30 am on Wednesday, May 12th,
two loyalist assassins coolly walked into
Devine's fruit shop on the Antrim Road,
north Belfast, and fired a number of
rounds at the Catholic shop assistants
serving behind the counter.

The owner of the shop Mr Brendan
Devine, was shot in the shoulder, his brother-
in-law, Gerard Bradley, was hit several times
in the lower part of his body and legs but 26-
year-old father-of-five Frankie Toner from
Ballymurphy Drive was fatally wounded re-
ceiving a bullet wound to the neck.

Customers in the shop, including several women
and a two-year-old child, fell to the ground screaming
as the two gunmen, dressed in duffle coats, ran out of
the shop and up Brookvale Avenue which runs
adjacant to the water-works on the Antrim Road. A
local man, who for obvious reasons wants to remain
anonymous, ran after them and tackled one of the
assassins as he got into 2 get-away car — a dark blue
Ford cortina parked several hundred yards away in‘

“As | got closer to them they were putting their
guns away. They didn’t know.l was chasing them
until | was right up behind the /ast one who was gett-
ing into the car. | didn’t see their faces but | punched
him in the back of the head. | was frightened but it
was all | could do as | knew the fellahs in the shop. |
didn’t think | could have been shot at the time.”

The car sped off in the direction of the loyalist
Cliftonville Road.

Another local woman whom Frankie was serving
at the time he was shot, recalls:

“l go into the shop every morning. Frankie was
just getting me some tomatoes when the next thing
all | heard was loud banging noises. | saw the gun at
the side of my face and the noise deafened me. My
son and everyone else started screaming. | couldn’t
believe what was happening.” ~

This latest sectarian attack, coming as it does a fe
weeks after a loyalist no-warning bomb exploded in
Clyde Street in the nationalist Short Strand area,
could well be an intensification of the loyalist assass-
ination campaign as warned by the UDA leaders after
the arrests of some of their leading figures last month,

fast. After a search the RUC declared
that this was a hoax. But some time later
the bomb exploded.

STRABANE ATTACK

The IRA in west Tyrone claimed
responsibility for the killing of a
23-yearold UDR man, whom the
RUC subsequently stated had
resigned from the loyalist militia ‘a
year ago’.

The sttack took place in Fountain
Park, Strabane, shortly after 2.30 pm,
last Wednesday, May 12th, when a two-
man active service unit entered a house
in which repairs were being made and
shot the soldier who was working there
in a civilian capacity Commenting on
the RUC claim, the IRA said: “Accord-
ing to our information he was a serving
member certainly up until a few weeks
290.” S

And the IRA repeated that if names
were to be struck off their list of legitim-
ate targets as a result of someone resign-
ing from the RUC or UDR then that
person should inform the.IRA through
some neutral witness to whom the IRA
can give an assurance.

yet the British still resist calls for the banning of the

Support for
NGA Appeal

SEVERAL weeks ago the National
Graves Association in Belfast issued
a statement appealing to the local
committees, which flourished as a
result of the hungerstrike, not to
erect individual memorials at this
stage because of the risk of vandal-
ism and the prohibitive cost of
keeping republican memorials in good
condition, a task which is usually
the responsibility of the NGA.

The Belfast Brigade IRA in a
statement supporting the NGA appeal
have said:

‘“We would add our voice to
their call for local committees which
have already raised money to place
that- money in the central fund
held by the National Graves.

“We would also appeal to those
local committees to remain active
and help the National Graves raise
the necessary money to complete
the republican memorial in Mill-
town cemetery as a fitting mon-
ument to our Volunteers.”

!
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Waterford
PRSI protests

THE Waterford Trades Council, together
with other representative trade unionists
held a meeting on Monday, May 10th,
to discuss the PRSI situstion. A work-
stoppage had already taken place the
previous Friday in the local glass factory,
followved by a march and meeting in the
town to protest at the recent PRSI
increases (from 4%% to 7%%). The Mon-
day meeting decided, as a further means
of highlighting the issue, to mount a
protest outside the City Hall where the
weekly meeting of the local council was
taking place. No less than 120 took
part in this protest.

Nevertheless, when they arrived, they
were confronted by large forces of both
uniformed and plainclothes gardal.
Then, when they requested the council
to allow a spokesperson to speak for
a few minutes on the subject of their
protest, they were refused point-blank.
Though this was not totally unexpected,
what was nsuseating was the role of the
two Workers’ Party members of the
council, Paddy Gallagher TD and Davy
Walsh, neither of whom left to meet the
protestors outside, even though Gallagher
is himself a delegate to the Trades
Council in Waterford. And it was Jimmy
Kelly, Trades Council president, who
requested the few minutes to address
the councill ks

The Trades Council later issued a
statement on the affair. It seems that,
on this showing, the Workers' Party’s
original stance in allowing PRSI increases
through Leinster House is their real
position on this issue, and not the
rhetoric adopted by them after th
workers had revolted. The Workers'
Party?

Limerick
march

OVER 300 people took part in the May
Day march in Limerick called by the
local trades council to protest against
unemployment and unfair taxation.

The march proceeded through the
city centre and retumed to its starting
point at Percy Square where a rally was
eddressed by local trade union leaders.

A regrettable aspect of the march was
the banning, by the organisers, of pol-
itical banners. This, of course, is but a
further indication of the weak reformism
of the whole trade union leadership who
want to keep their very political protests
“non-political’.

However, many republicans did part-
icipate and Sinn Fein distributed a leaf-
let expressing ongoing support for the
just social and economic struggles of the
working class and stating the ‘unbreak-
able link" between these struggles and
the national struggle for freedom and
independence.

The leaflet said: “Sinn Fein belleve
that it Is only by organised and militant
actions that working people can hope to
alleviste the ever-worsening effects of
the economic crisis. Using all methods
available such as and including, mass
demonstrations and industrial action,
working people should demand: 1. fair
taxation — a complete and radical over-
haul of the tax system designed to
ensure that business, finance and big
farmers pay an increased share of taxat-
lon; 2. a crash programme of public
works to alleviate unemployment; 3. the
implementation of policies to protect
existing jobs even if this means contrav-
ening EEC regulations.”

New cumann

A NEW Sinn Fein cumann has been
formed in County Monaghan. At a
meeting of local republicans in the
Smithboro area the county organiser of
Sinn Fein in Monaghan urged all rural
areas 1o organise themselves effectively,
in particular with a view to achieving
the maximum number of seats possible
in the June 1984 local government
elections.

The Smithboro cumann has been
named after local republican activist,
the late Aine Ni Neill. The officers of
the cumann are: chairman, Hensey
McKenna; asst. chairman, Seamus
Murray; secretary, Mary Tierney; asst.
secretary, Ann McKenna; joint treas-
urers, Martin Tierney and Kieran
Murphy; PRO, Marcella McKenna.

The new Aine Ni Neill Sinn Fein
cumann, Smithboro, - invite anyone in
the area interested in joining Sinn Fein
to contact any of the above.
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FROM STRIKERS' LOSSES

[ srkevinsurke ]
STRIKE action is seen by most workers
as their ultimate and most effective
weapon, but there are occasions when
it has had an effect completely opposite
1o the one intended. The nine-week strike
by 500 production workers at the Finglas
plant of the Dublin-based engineering
group, Unidare, last year appears to have
been a good example.

Unidare’s figures for 1981, recently published,
reveal that the company could have suffered a
loss of £2 million for the year had it not been
for the strike. In the event it made a profit of
£700,000.

Of course, the chairman’s report issued
along with the accounts’ attempts to hide the
reality, speaking of “difficulties which arose,
both at home and internationally being com-
pounded by the nine-week strike.” But the
truth, as the figures themselves reveal, is just
the opposite.

In 1980, Unidare made a profit of £2.6
million. Its cost of sales, which includes mat-
erials, wages and all production costs, was
£32.5 million. That year the figure was up
14.6% on the previous year, as you would
expect from inflation.

SAVING
In 1981, taking into account inflation and
the type of increases in other manufacturing
companies, this cost of sales figure would have
been expected to have risen by about 16% to
£37.6 million; in fact it only rose by 4.4%
to £33.9 million — a considerable savin:

The salaries figure itself for 1981 was acn.!ally
lower than the previous year, although again it
would normally be up by 16% or more. Seventy-
three redundancies in the year were not signif-
icant in the workforce of nearly 1,000. 3

So the long strike and the consequent savings
in salaries and overheads suited management
very well. By managing to keep sales figures
about the same as the previous year, they came
out of 1981 with a profit, thanks to the strike.

Just how much of a coincidence this was can
be gauged by a look back at last year’s events.

The financial results for the half-year to
June 1981 showed sales down 2% and profit
down '73%. In his half-term report, Unidare

i Tom told the hold
very significantly as it turned out:

“Our ability to take advantage of any
marginal upturn in home and export markets
will depend upon cost containment in the
coming months. Rising overheads are a serious
cause for concern, in particular -the level of
wage increases...”"

SUSPENDED

On August 18th the company suspended
two security men for refusing to operate a
new roster which the men claimed was being
implemented unilaterally without prior union
agreement. The two immediately began picket-
ing the company and the 500 production
workers supported the action.

At all times the strike was unofficial, pleas
from ITGWU officials to resume work pending
negotiations were ignored and the strike was
directed by a strike committee of shop stewards,
who di i i

ded direct r with

rkers’strike

ment and over the weeks exp.nde? demands
from the reinstatement of the security men to
include increased wages and better working

conditions.

On ber 16th the placed the
clerical staff of 350, who were not supporting
the sttike, on a 3-day week. On October 9th
the production workers were served with dis-
missal notices.

Ten days later the strikers accepted an agree.
ment worked out between management and
ITGWU officials. .

The back to work agreement included with-
drawal of the dismissal notices, an interest-free
loan of £200 per worker, and a wage increase
of £5 pending negotiations.

The two security mén were reinstated on

e Ethe d i

P the d roster
pending negotiations.
PROFITABLE

No doubt for the workers it was a bitter pill
to swallow. Had they known then of how
profitable the nine weeks, without wages or
strike pay for them, had been for the company,
it would have been more bitter again.

Management-inspired strikes, whether to
save losses or to excuse total closures are by
no means a rarity and a little figuring out can
wamn workers that they may be being lured
into such action. In the right situation industrial
action linked to a ‘refusal’ to strike can have
amazing results.

Meanwhile, at the Unidare plant in Finglas
at the beginning of this month, 100 workers
were put on a 3-day week for an indefinite
ptzr'od keep the company profitable.

Hospital we

BY MAEVE ARMSTRONG

IN THEIR BID to fight for a 12% pay rise — as opposed to the meagre
4% set by the British government — the National Health Service (NHS)
which covers Britain and the six counties, has decided to take a firm
stand on the issue, warning that action will be taken to force the govern-

ment's hand.

One of its largest affiliated unions,
the National Union of Public Employees
(NUPE) in England and the North staged
a number of official lightning strikes, to
highlight the inadequate pay offer
which is completely out of line with the
ever increasing rate of inflation.

Last Friday, May 7th, in Belfast,
NUPE staged a 24-hour strike which was
supported by members from NIPSA,
ITGWU and ASMA. Picket lines with
placard-wielding union members, all an-
cilliary workers, formed at entrances
to the Royal Victorla Hospital, Musgrave
Dundonald, the Throne and
hospitals. The previous day,

M: 6th, some country

Park,
Mater

hospitals, this time with the support
of COHSE (who have not ruled out
further widespread action), went on
strike for 24-hours also.

Ancilliary staff consists of domestics,
laundry workers, porters, security people
and most ambulance men and telephon-
ists, all essential personnel in the efficient
running of any hospital. But as the
workers pointed out last Friday, all es-
sential services were manned during
the stoppages and no risk or major
inconvenience was caused to patients.

The British government argues that if
a rise of more than 4% is given it will
have serious long-term repercussions, for
example, less money will be available for

AN RN,

patients, and there will be cut-backs in-
hospital budgets and reductions in the
work-force. All these ploys have been
used to blackmail NHS employees in the
Pa" to refrain from going on all-out
industrial action, their main slogan being
that in doing so patients will suffer.
Undoubtedly prolonged action may weli
result in certain hardships but as one

,NUPE shop-steward, Ms Charlotte Mc-

Auley points out:
“We are only seeking a livil

The 4% offered wauIZg-mau'l’l"t, ::’:n
increase of 78 pence per week in m
take home pay and the same with mo:;
ancilllary workers, yet all other Public
service workers in manual and industrial
areas as well as the police and armed
forces are all well aboye our scale haviy
ruoolvod substantial pay increases. %
don’t want to see anyone suffering, yet
the government are quite praplr';!w
crucify us. Are our services an, ’m
important to the publicy* Ao

el
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THE emptiness of Free
State foreign policy has
never been more clearly
revealed than in its pres-
ent confusion over the
Falklands/Malvinas crisis.
And Charles Haughey, in
the driving seat, in an
attempt to change from
‘automatic following be-
hind Britain, the EEC
and NATO, has in more
recent days found him-
self embarrassingly stuck
in reverse gear as he desp-
erately strives for neutral.

At the time the Argentinians
recaptured the islands from
Britain, a truly independent
Ireland would have welcomed
the move as another blow
against colonial power in the
world, whatever its opinion
of the present Argentinian
government.

Instead, with a British war fleet
making preparations to sail amidst
hysterical war fever in Britain, the
Free State government backed
Britain both in the anti-Argentinian
United Nations Security Council
Resolution 502 and in the unan-
imous EEC economic sanctions.

Undoubtedly this support from
its western allies, coupled with the
eventual open support from the
United States, gave Britain the
confidence it needed to satisfy its
own blood-lust, attack and recap-
ture South Georgia, go on to break
its own rules and murder hundreds

+ of Argentinians on the General
Belgrano and carry on the war.

COLONIAL

The Free State played its part,
however insignificant, on the side
of Britain in its colonial war against
Argentina.

In the twenty-six counties, the
Free State government’s abandon-
ment of its supposedly sacred
neutrality in support of Britain
was massively unpopular from the
beginning. In Fianna Fail itself,
the party of the architect of this ‘in
the West but neutral’ mythology —
Eamonn de Valera — the tensions
were also very apparent.

The refusal by grand-daughter
Sile de Valera, to back Britain in
the EEC parliament, put her in a

=W
¥o5, ey

familiar role, out in front represent-
ing grass-roots anti-British feeling.

By the time Fianna Fail's
Minister for Defence Paddy Power,
exploded at a Kildare party booze-
up on Monday, May 3rd, Charles
Haughey had already realised that
he could not continue his ‘I'm
backing Britain’ line. Power, after
the Belgrano sinking, labelled the
British as the aggressors and con-
trasted Britain’s demand for the
withdrawal of Argentinian troops
from the Falklands/Malvinas with
their refusal to withdraw British
troops from the North.

Immediately the Fianna Fail
government slammed into reverse
gear. A UN Security Council meet-
ing was demanded and it was an-
nounced that the Free State would
be against the renewal of EEC
sanctions when they expire next
Monday, and it was confident that
it could persuade the other EEC
states likewise.

DROPPED

A Security Council meeting
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would have provided an excellent
forum for several countries to

di the British aggression and
substitute Resolution 502 with a
plain demand for Britain to stop its
attempts at colonial reconquest.
But the Free State lacked the guts
to continue when diplomatic pres-
sures were exerted by friends of
Britain, so the d i

il

Margaret Thatcher on the hunger-
strike, but for all his support for
her he received not a crumb in
return.

In opposition Haughey could
not hope to continue his palicy.
Under threat from the Colley/
O'Malley wing, he could not
afford to see his own nationalist
backers in the party become
anymore disillusioned with him.
The surge after the election against
him, the dependence for survival in
Leinster House on Neil Blaney (and
even in this context on Tony Greg-
ory), inevitably brought Haughey
into his ‘Brits Out’ phase, with the
US tour as its highpoint.

The outright opposition to the
Prior devolution plans in the North,
meant also that even those in the
British cabinet who might allow
Haughey to play at special relation-
ships and the like, are in no mood
to allow it to happen.

BALL-GAME

So Haughey has lost nothing on
that front at all. Anglo-Irish rel-
ations, at that level, as a solution
to the British presence, was last
year’s story anyway.

Haughey is well aware that from
Thatcher nobody gets anything,
and he may as well forget her. And
who knows if there is a British
humiliation in the South Atlantic,

for Foreign Affairs went back to
Brussels last weekend, to seek the
ending of EEC sanctions against

might not the one political element
opposing Thatcher at Westminster
on the crisis, find itself plunged
into power? And a Bennite Labour
Party in power would mean a dif-
ferent ball-game.

If he could only cloud over the

Argentina, he got here. What-
ever other EEC states think privately
of Britain's appalling war-monger-
ing, the demands of solidarity
among NATO countries obviously
weigh much heavier than the
that the EEC’s weakest

was equally quickly dropped.

In the EEC, one of the main
reasons for backing Britain had
been a typically unprincipled one
for the Free State. It had been
hoped that by selling its neutrality
Britain would raise its veto on the
1982 farm price increases which is
crippling Irish agriculture.

Of course, Britain put the
expected price on Free State
neutrality — nil — and Dublin
politicians were reduced to the
humiliating posture of actually
pleading publicly with Britain to
reward their loyalty with a British
response on farm prices. All of
which was treated with predictable
British arrogance and contempt.

When. the Fianna Fail Minister

CHILD ABUSERS

BY MICHAEL O'NEILL

IMAGINE a bright May afternoon. Four or five youngters.bo-
tween the ages of 6 and 9 are playing together on a football pitch
safely screened from the road by a 5-feet high wall. Suddenly,
a tall stranger strides onto the pitch and without warning grabs
the nearest youngster by the throat and drags him, screaming
with fright, towards his motor vehicle. As he nears the vehicle,
he grabs the boy by the stomach, squeezing him hard, trying to
put him into the vehicle. An outraged neighbour rushes up and

manages to pull the cl

hild away from the man. Meanwhile, the

strange man'’s companion grabs a nparby 6-year-old by the
jumper and throws him up roughly against the concrete wall.

An outrageous attack? Yes.
Something normally resulting in
warnings and condemnations of the
attackers and demands for stern
action, from local church and P9|-
itical leaders. But the authorities
will ignore this incident, because

these children live in Creggan and
their attackers were members of the
RUC.

At 4 pm last Saturday, May 8th,
Mrs Veronica McClean, a mother of
6 children, was standing in her gar-
den with her baby daughter in her

arms enjoying the sunshine. She
watched her two sons, 9-year-old
Patrick and 6-year-old Paul, playing
on the football pitch across the
street. A high concrete wall protect-
ed them from the traffic at Creggan
Heights, suddenly four RUC land-
rovers drove by, and, nearly 100
yards away from where the young-
sters were playing, someone threw
a stone, hitting one vehicle's
armour plating. The convoy screech-
ed to a halt.

Mrs McClean recalls: “Because of
the wall, the youngsters could not
see the RUC and so hadn't the
chance to run. A red-haired RUC
man ran onto the pitch and grabb-
ed Patrick by the throat and dragg-
ed him off towards his landrover.

state might put forward.

STABBED
In Britain, the Dublin change of
direction was met predictably with
outrageous cries of disgust that the
neo-colony should have stabbed its

embarr of his foreign policy,
Haughey is content for the present
to play the game at home, to pull
his familiar public relations strokes
with the appointment of Seamus
Mallon and John Robb to the
Dublin Senate, and to concentrate
on the important home issues such
as the Dublin West by-election.

And he is content in the know-
ledge also that where co-operation
with Britain really counts, in silenc-
ing and attacking genuine efforts

mistress in the back. And among
Britain’s more open supporters in
the Free State, the damage to
‘Angla-Irish relations’ was bewailed
on high.

But for Haughey this is not the
problem it might seem. When he
lost the ‘H-Block’ election last
June, his ‘Anglo-Irish relationship’
was lost with it — insofar as he had
to admit to himself that it had
never existed.

He had gone down the line with

People must have heard Patrick’s
squeals half a mile away. At the
landrover, the cop squeezed him
hard around the stomach, trying to
get him in, but a neighbour pulled
Patrick away. Another RUC man
grabbed Paul by the jumper and
threw him roughly against the wall.
When the neighbours and | inter-
vened, the RUC cursed the child-
ren loudly before driving off.”

Patrick McClean, the children’s
father, is particularly worried about
the effect this will have on the two
youngsters. Both have been attend-
ing hospital, including the Royal
Victoria Hospital in Belfast, for
investigations into convulsions from
which they suffer,

“This may scare Patrick off
altogether from playing outside,”
he said.

As Mrs McClean points out, “/f
you or | had gone up to someone’s
child in the street, and done the
same thing, we would be taken up
to court the next day for it.”

for real and true ind d-
ence of the Irish people, the Falk-
lands/Malvinas crisis will make no
difference.

Free State neutrality has never
ruled out enthusiastic backing for
and collaboration with the British
war machine in this country.

In collaboration on the border,
exchange of information, imprison-
ment of republicans, harassment of
activists and supporters, in charging
Gerry Tuite, the Free State has
never been neutral.

® Paul McClean (/eft) and his brother
Patrick who waere physically assaulted
by RUC men. Both lads suffer from,
convulsions s
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Dublin County Council.
In the following article Dave

the CND movement.

I z in Ireland,
AS THE Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament gets under way in
following a resurgence in Europe, a8 number of minor breakthr:ughs af;t;:z
been achieved, Motions declaring areas nuclear-free zones havela een pe s,
by Dublin Corporation, Derry, Cork and Belfast and just last we

Farrell,
education, outlines the history of nuclear weapons and
pose to civilisation and he urges repu

Sinn Fein’s national director of
the threat they
blicans to involve themselves with

‘LITTLE BOY’ was the name of
the first atomic bomb dropped
on Hiroshima on August 6th,
1945, Three days later a second
bomb was dropped on Nagasaki.
The nuclear age had begun. There
also exists the belief, not confined
to the Japanese, that the bomb-
ings were ghastly experiments
aimed at finding out what hap-
pened to human beings when
exposed to atomic blasts.

At the time of the nuclear blasts
the Japanese had already sent peace
feelers through Portugal. The United
States had also intercepted a message
intended for the Japanese ambassador
in Moscow saying the emperor would
be sending a former prime minister
to the USSR on July 12th, 1945, to
explore the chances of peace.

_ The message clearly indicated Japan's
intentions and it was conveyed to US
president Truman by Stalin at Potsdam
where Stalin asked Truman if it merited
a reply. An affirmative answer would have
laid the way open for United States - Japan-
ese negotiations with Soviet mediation.

The official US justifi¢ation for the use
of the atom bomb was that it would shorten
the war and save many lives. Truman and
other leaders knew before the bomb was
used that Japan was on the verge of sur-
render.

The two bombs used were the only ones
that existed at the time, and they differed
in several respects. The Hiroshima bomb
was a uranium bomb equivalent to 12 kilo
tons of TNT and was exploded 580 metres
above the centre of Hiroshima standing on
a flat delta surrounded by mountains on
the north and west: a perfect target. The
Nagasaki bomb was a plutonium bomb
equivalent to 22 kilo tons of TNT exploded
about 500 metres above the ground. It was
probably mis-aimed and mis-timed because
it was brought from another target (the
first choice) where the weather conditions
were adverse. Nagasaki is a hilly city lying
on both sides of a harbour and estuary.
The northern part of the city was the most
affected by the blast. The damage varied
greatly in different areas due to the con-
tours of the ground and the devastation
was not as complete as that at Hiroshima,
Whatever about the extremely doubtful
military justification for the first atomic
blast at Hiroshima, there was no justification
whatsoever for the second blast at Nagasaki.

DESTRUCTION

The experimental nature of the bombs
gives the US leaders of that period a unique
place in the social history of humanity if
one comprehends the nature of the com-
plete and utter destruction in a ﬂ:ash, not
only of human life but of all services and
every other environmental factor that
makes life livable. The conservative estimate
for the number of people killed in both
blasts is 300,000, with people dying to this
day. There is only one name for thqse who
ordered this destruction and that is mass
murderers.

Today there is the equivalent of 4 tons
of TNT for every man, woman and child
on the earth. US president Ronald Reagan’s
latest defence budget is £128 billion and

Britain intends spending some £10,000
million on a new submarine system, the
Trident.

What about the USSR? The Russians
have more nuclear missiles but America
has more actual warheads, which are also
more accurate, The history of the arms
race shows that the US has always been
3 to 4 years ahead in every new weapon
(Stockholm International Peace R
Institute); for example, the neutron bomb
which is the ultimate capitalist bomb — it
destroys people but leaves property intact!

However, Russia’s nuclear arsenal is just
as dangerous and immoral, The difference
is that they admit that nuclear war would
be the end of all civilisation, the US believes
a nuclear war could be ‘won’,

The rules of the nuclear game are chang-
ing and taking on an alarming new course.
Up until the late 1970s both super-powers
operated under the so-called ‘MAD’ theory:
‘Mutually Assured Destruction’. To put this
very simplistically it means that if you
wipe us out, we will wipe you out. How
reassuringl Neither side would dare start a
nuclear war because of the mutually assured
suicide involved. But this is no longer US
military strategy. Weapons like the neutron
bomb are being developed in the belief that
a nuclear war could be started in, and
confined to Europe. Whether we like it or
not we live in Europe.

The second and most dangerous change
has been in the re-targetting of highly accur-
ate warheads on Russia‘s missile silos which

along with new advances in radar and space
technology leads the Pentagon to belleve
that by the late 1980s the USA could
initiate a devastating ‘first strike’ on the
USSR and win a nuclear war. What was up
to now the ‘unthinkable’ Is becoming the
‘possible’ and judging by statements
emanating from the Pentagon, more alarm-
ingly, the ‘probable’.

MILITARY INVESTMENT

Economic survival and the survival of
life itself are today threatened by the same
forces. Investment both from the state and
the private sector is being increasingly
diverted away from socially useful develop-
ments worldwide to protecting and ex-
panding the power of military and indust-
rial combines.

The effects of this policy steadily erode
the living conditions of people throughout
the world. In Ireland unemployment is a
tragic and unnecessary reality for over
400,000 workers. In the midst of the so-
called international recession we see massive
additional investment in the military and
related industries: nuclear power, uranium
mining, electronic systems for surveillance
and communications. We in lreland are
already caught up in this arms race. Tele-
communications lines are being laid into
Derry GPO, ‘and all evidence suggests that
these connect the former US base in the
Waterside (now a Signals Intelligence Com-
munication station) to RAF Bishopscourt,
County Down, linking the North into the
NATO radar network. (For the US to
believe it can fight and win a nuclear war
they need extensive radar surveillance in
Western Europe.)

Sean McBride has said that Cruise mis-
siles will in the event of an ‘emergency’ be
placed in the six counties. By virtue of the
fact of the Brits’ commitment to NATO
the occupied counties are sucked into
America’s war strategy. The Free State
government is coming under increased
pressure to enter into formal alliance with
NATO and judging by the Free State’s
automatic support for actions taken by
members of the alliance (for example, in
supporting economic sanctions against
Poland, the initial trade embargo on
Britain’s behalf against Argentina and its
prevarication in pursuing its own subseq-
uent call for an end to the Argentinian
embargo) the Dublin government is already
far down the road of open alliance.

Our small island, str y placed in

relation to the communications and surveil-
lance networks essential to nuclear war
strategy, would receive as a member of a
military alliance not military protection, but
the unenviable status of prime target with-
in the first minutes of the outbreak of
hostilities.

Recent statements from Sean McBride
(Sunday Tribune, March 15th) indicate
that Ireland’s future, North and South, is

gly being di
rather than in London.

INDIFFERENCE

It has been estimated that the money
required to provide adequate food, water,
education and health for everyone in the
world would cost the staggering amount of
17 billion dollars a year. This is indeed a
huge sum of money — it is roughly about
as much as the world spends on arms every
two weeks!

War-related industry is considered the
most profitable use of investment which
amounts to a virtual blank cheque for

ided in NATO HQ

"oy
® The bomb dropped on Hiroshima practically flattened the eatim city
destructive power of today’s world stocks of nuclear weapons is sl |
various governments tell you, shelters would be useless in a nuckarittack

a fall-out shelter,
live for a wesk e
But the fallaut
mains d

years, Just ‘
b
f:

p . of this
massive investment in the war industry
there has been a corresponding decrease in
funding to aid developing nations which is
causing suffering on a far greater scale than
that which we have yet experienced. This
callous indifference to human suffering is a
sound indicator of the readiness of world
leaders to use their nuclear weapons to
turn the planet earth into a planet as silent
and desolate at the moon.

The pious nonsense about surviving a
nuclear holocaust should be treated with
the contempt it deserves. There will be
no, survivors, no victors, only victims.
Even in the scenario where no atomic
Weapons were aimed at Ireland, fall-out
from the radio-active desert across the Irish
Sea would contaminate our air, water and
!und. A thought for those who believe
in the militaristic posturing of NATO and
their ridiculous advice about building your-

ker is that even if you can afford .

must fight (¢

g
With the
becoming
republicans
aign for
Ireland.
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tica ity and its effects are still being felt 37 years later. The [
Qe o sbout 1% million Hiroshima bombs and whatever R
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elte, you may, if you're lucky,
/e@k longer than the rest of us.
I-aut from an atomic blast re-
rou to life for thousands of
haw long are we supposed to
ittle bunkers?
plé fects are that at present
18r 60,000 nuclear weapons in
nALY destructive power to kill
1 Being several times over,
2pWicans, should understand
l r]u:ear disarmament — we
‘”‘ "o peace with justice on
0 understand that we
982, 10 protect our future
" e evils of imperialism,
Y &l threat of oyr island
Oled in 3 nuclear war,
[dw‘ﬂDbe active in the Camp-
'sarmament (CND) in
:."‘ﬁ i1%ady had some limited
) M‘L ?ft'asx, and Derry
S “Clared nuclear-free
“vywsh uranium ore, the
Un"dw”x, has been found,
Ym Committee have
Nl uranium com-
that in all of these
"9 10 nuclear power
Wil meet massive

;/Nole island should
|'“€ zone, and our
900 miles off our
ar-free. The near
weeks ago

. *Uk by a British

NATO submarine, raises the question, is
NATO stationing nuclear missiles on our
sea-board?

ATTITUDE

Speaking about the First World War
Connolly asked: “What ought to be the
attitude of the working class of Ireland in
face of the present crisis? In the first place,
we ought to clear our minds of all the
political cant, which tells us that we have
either ‘natural enemies’ or ‘natural allies”
in any of the warring powers/”’

What Connolly is clearly saying here is
that squabbles between imperialist powers
are not the fight of the Irish working class.
Sinn Fein today still embodies this principle
in its policies. We support neither NATO or
the Warsaw Pact. We pursue a line of non-
alignment and try to forge links with
emerging nations of the Third World and
other neutral countries. If we are serious
about this policy we must become active
now in the Campaign for Nuclear Dis-
armament. Consider the words of the Italian
prime minister in June 1980 when speaking
to the United Nations General Assembly:

“Of all transitional periods in history,
ours is the most crucial. For the first time,
the technical and scientific revolution has
placed in the hands of men the means of
either destroying the life of their own flnd
or of causing it everywhere to flourish.”

Republicans demand the right to live in
peace without foreign interference and
without the threat of extinction to the
human race posed by the proliferation of
nuclear weapons.
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Bradford 12

Comrades,

A major political trial
is i pfzcc at the
moment in Leeds, England.
The case has many paral-
lels with the Irish struggle,
and is raising many im-
portant questions, such
as judicial bias, police
conspiracy, and the self-
defence of an oppressed
community.

The trial concerns the
Bradford 12 — all Asian
youths from Bradford, west
Yorkshire. Many of them had
several years experience of
ﬂilning against  racism,
whether it be in the form of.
fascist marches in their areas,
state attempts to deport
members of their community,

A Chana, 4
One year ago, Bobb
Sands, revolutionary, sol-
dier-poet and elected rep-
:;:nndve of the nation-
ist people of Ferman
and South Tyrone, dais
after a protracted and agon-
ising hunger-strike. He was
followed to the grave by
another nine of his com-
rades who, like himself,
were imprisoned here in
the H-Blocks at Long Kesh,
The deaths of the hunger-
strikers and indeed the deaths
of those people who died
on the streets are a damning
indictment of British mis-
rule in the occupied six
counties. While that state-
ment appears glib and hack-
neyed it is nonetheless true,
because there would be no

fully, only temporarily), in
the H-Blocks myself —'I can
answer the question posed
with some authority.

It is now seven months
since the hunget-strike ended
and the issues which fed it
remain largely unresolved. At
the present minute 250 men
remain on work protest in
H-Blocks 4 and 5, and scat-
tered throughout the other
Blocks are 20 republicans
who have been sentenced
since last November and have
joined their comrades in
refusing to out prison
work. This number will con-
tinue to grow as more repub-
licans are processed through
the Diplock sentencing tri-
bunals. In effect, problems in
this prison will continue and
the H-Blocks will remain a
flashpoint because the British
govi remain obd

deaths or popular viol
but for the annexation of the
six counties by Britain,

However, that aside for
the moment, the purpose of
this letter is to raise the
question as to the state of
affairs vis-a-vis the jail sit-
uation on this sad annivers-
ary.

or d in
ment.

They are all members or
sympathisers of the United
Blaci Youth League, a radical
organisation committed to

ting racism. Several of the
12 had previously been
members of the Bradford

Y

As closely as-
sociated with the hunger-
strike — I visited, frequently,
six of the dead men whire
they were on hunger-strike,
and I now reside (hope-

in their prison policy.

It would be wrong to
belicve that the hunger-strike
deaths were fruitless. Al-
though this is little comfort
to their sorrowing families
certain important  changes
have occurred. The main one
is that all prisoners can wear
their own clothes and the
drab prison uniform has been
dispensed with. This is a

iderabl d

high a cost.
Another, and equally im-
portant change, is that prison

officials from the top down,

have ended their vicious and
punitive policy of harassment
which was ‘extensively used
over the last five years to
break the will of those
prinocen zn protest. Tﬁl:ere
is a begrudging respect from
prison E{:‘flicizh for republican

achieved at an enormous
cost — some might say too

P because of the dig-
nified deaths of the hunger-
strikers. How long this will

spacing with wide margins and on one

ade of paper only.

BURNING ISSUES IN H-BLOCK

last remains to be seen.
Another question upper-
most in many people’s minds

them to achieve a long-
term settlement in here.

The burning issues are
segregation and re-definition
of prison work, The prison
administration already accept
the need for some form of
segregation  for  remand
prisoners because they co-
operate in the working of a
system which the remand
prisoners have devised —
selfimposed segregation. It
would be a small step to
segregate risoners  right
acros? the l_’pﬂ Po uhti%lllx
People who are adversaries
on the outside and who
have separate loyalties cannot
suddcnf; be at one in a
prison. If this is accepted
while they are on remand
then it should be all the
more readily accepted after
they are sentenced.

Prison work is not as-
major an issue as segre-
gation and could be resolved
very speedily indeed. All that
this ires i lichtened

is can e prison p
be brought to an end so that
young men and women, many
oti :'%Aom should have been
released years ago, can begi

to see dZe endzsof their:g:
tence?

Predictably, the answer to
this question rests with the
British - government. In the
present climate it would take
very little movement from

q 15.an cnlig
attitude as to the range of
<hores available.

Finally, it would be
advisable for the British
government to make positive
overtures to the prisoners
and not allow the present
protests to fester.

Jim Gibney,

H-Blocks,

Long Kesh,

Irish liberation struggle and

Asian  Youth M t,
which has consistenty sup-
ported Irish demonstrations
and pickets in Britain, as the
United Black Youth League
has also done. Indeed, the
day before their arrest on
_Iu.(y 30th last year, several
of the 12 were on a hunger-
strike march in Leeds.

The UBYL sent an ob-
server to last year's Sinn
Fein ard fheis in Dublin.

The Bradford 12 face two
charges familiar to Irish re-
publicans: making an explos-
ive substance (petrol bombs)
with intent to endanger life
or damage property; and
conspiracy to make explos-
ives. They face up to life
imprisonment.

These are the most serious
charges to be faced by
ouths in Britain arising from
ast summer’s uprisings/riots.
As their supporters have
roimed out consistently and
oudly, the 12 are facing
such heavy charges simply
because they have been active
anti-racists. In effect, say the
Bradford 12 Defence Camp-
aign, the entire black com-
munity in Britain is on
trial.

This criminalisation pro-
cess is, of course, familiar
to republicans. Bradford 12
supporters have been quick to
see the links as well. In
April Sinn Fein was invited
to speak from the platform
of tEe national Bradford 12
demonstration in Leeds, and
on May 5th the following
message was read out at the
Troops Out Movement’s Bob-
by Sands commemoration:

“The nationwide campaign
to free the Bradford 12
expresses its complete and
unconditional support for the

its o4 ¢4
ions."”

The charges against the
youths st:l:lg from the un-
covering of two crates con-
taining 38 petrol bombs in
July last year. The prosecut-
ion say that the devices
were going to be thrown
at the police and at city
centre shops. But the youths
say that the petrol bombs
were prepared purelz as a
defensive measure, because
coachloads of fascists were
said to be on their way to
attack the Bradford Asian
community, and many Asians
had indeed been attacked in
the previous weeks.

A recent Home Office
report shows that an Asian
person living in Britain is
50 times more likcl{ than
a white person to be the
victim of a racist assault;
West Indians are 36 times
more likely than whites to be
victims.

From the moment of their
arrests last July, supporters
hav]: been  demonstrating,
picketing, gathering sponsor-
ship, and generally kicking
up a stink all over the coun-

"yThis campaign helped to
get the youths out on bail
after several months, and
then to reduce the extra-
ordinarily restrictive bail con-
ditions which initially ban-
ned them from attending any
political meetings!

When the trial opened on
Monday, April 26th, up to
five hundred people demon-
strated outside. Police made
six arrests.

But it is clear tl)\lat (lln
campaign will go on through-
out Pth%“ fuurg or five-week

trial.

Me: s of support for

the youths, and requests for
er information, can be

sent to the Free the Brad-
ford 12 Campaign, c/o Box
JK, 59 Cookridge Street,
Leeds 2, England.

F. Burns,

Leeds,

A Chara,

A recent second-hand
Daily Mirror which I picked
up whilst waiting for some-
one really totally convinc-
ed me of the Brit media’s
non-concern / sectarianism
with regard to murders b
Brits of nationalists of
ages. The headlines scream-
ed out about how the gal-
lant armada’s sailors had
asked for more Daily Mir-
rors to be sent out to them,
with which, of course, the
patriotic Mirror duly oblig-
ed them.

On page five of my second-
hand edition at the very
bottom was a banal, pitiful
six-line account of how a
“10 or 11-year-old boy was
wounded by British soldiers
retaliating against a petrol
bomb and rock-throwing
mob.”

I sat down and stared at
the murky print and nearly
sobbed! An 11-year-old boy
gets his head blown off by
British murderers and the
Mirror gives it six lines.
If a Brit had been shot
would the Mirror have done

@ Stephen Mnom

der at the hands of a Brit merited a
paltry six lines in the Daily Mirror

the same, I wonder?
Gerry Molyneux,
Rathgar,
Dublin.

Armagh
women!

Dear Comrades,

Many of the women
currently serving sentences
in Armagh jail are as
brave, if not more so,
than their predecessors.
Many of them have been
waging war since ‘they
were mere girls and three
of their number took part
in the hungerstrike of
1980. Are we really to
believe as Owen Carron’s
report from Armagh im-
lies, that these women
Eave nothing to say for
themselves. Are we too
‘respectable’ to hear the
details of their resistance
to the brutalisation of

those brave women at the
hands of the Brits, RUC
and prison warders, as we
have heard and been in-
spired by the resistance
of the men in Long
Kesh?

Patronising tales or jokes
joln'nf made about the new-
foun ame of Carron, should
not be used as they were in
AP[RN, April 8th, 1982.

though the men in the
blocks refer to one another
as  ‘boys’, nlmos:l all :{
your reports, ri acco;
them tgel.r adrllﬁr syurul as
men, knowing that this is an
important part of the
ssychological battle for self-

etermination. Are women in
Armagh not to be ded

that she holds an abstentionist

have about the new Ireland
and about women’s place
within it, instead of all that
rubbish about Owen Carron
never having been with so
many women before. (He can
see plenty of us down at the
labour exchange or doing
the shopping.)
Even if that particular
visit didn’t bring forth much
olitical debate, there are
ots of opinions which haven’t
been printed in AP/RN to be
foundP in the Women'Apimt

this same status? Even the
mother of a child born in
custody could be titled no
better ‘than as a ‘wee girl’.
On top of fighting the Brits
for political status, it appears
that the women prisoners
have an uphill battle even
in the Republican Movement
for their own adult as well
as fullprisoner status. We
know that men all too
often refer to women as
"th’ in everyday life, but

at is a manifestation of the
everyday treatment of women
as_inferiors and not some-
thing one expects to get
from the republican news-
paper.

Perhaps Owen Carron was
so impressed with, and over-
awed by, the struggle of
the women in at
he clean forgot to tell yus
anything of that struggle and
about what those women
think about what is happen-
in% on the outside. The
reference to Pauline Deery’s
‘set’ views on elections leads
vaguely to the suppasition

pamp oo
‘Political Status’ and in Mar-
garetta D’Arcy’s ‘Tell Them
Everything’ and in ‘The
Armagh Women’ by Nell Mc-
Cafferty, not to 'mention
the various interviews given
by women ex-prisoners and
the smuggled out letters.
Why such a silence an
mis-representation of this
doubly oppressed section of
icans?

London Armagh
Co-ordinating Group,
c/o Grays Inn Road,
London WC1.

ke = of the
responsibility r  excising
some of the political com-
ments  expressed by the
women prisoners. However,
Owen Carron’s references to
‘the girls’ were faithfully re-
produced and he can defend
dn_:_{oum on his own!
e point is taken.




queue outside the Montrose Studi /
brook, Dublin 4. ios, Donny:-

2.8 ¢ ¢

For the Yorkshire Evening Post on Fri
April 30th, the Falklands ﬁr boameFa"sdI:‘;:
lines issue and the front page story was given
over to Bobby Sands,

The reason was a petition organised in
Leeds by the local Irish Freedom Movement
to have a wall mural of the dead hunger-
striker painted at a suitable city centre spot.
A large sketch of the proposed mural accom-
panied the article.

Four Labour Party councillors in the city
are among hundreds of s 1l in
favour of the idea, which is causing the pred-

ictable ‘storm of protest’.
R 2 & ¢

Figures released by the Northern Ireland
Office last week show that in the six months
ended December 31st, 1981, 259 people
were detained in the North under the rep-
ressive legislation entitied the Prevention of
Terrorism Act. were brought against
82 of these.

Of the 177 others, the NIO says that 51
were held for under 48 hours before being
released, and 124 were held for up to 7 days
before being released. Two others were
deported from the North after their period of
detention.

The total number of persons detained
under the Act during 1981, according to off-
icial statistics, was 495 — more than double
any other year since the legislation was introd-
uced.

R 8 & ¢

For British revolutionaries and extra-parlia-
mentary agitators, comes the inevitable news
that the famous Lieutenant-General Sir Frank
Kitson is to be put in charge of keeping them
in their place.

Kitson, who was British army chief in Bel-
fast from 1970 to 1972, after fighting Kenyan
and Cypriot nationalists, is best known for his
theories on counter-insurgency, dealing with
civilian unrest and urban guerrilla warfare, as
set out in his book ‘Low Intensity Operations’.

It has always been his view that the Brit-
ish army will have to be used to put down
social and economic unrest among the Brit-
ish population sometime in the not too dis-
tant future and he has been concentrating his
energies in recent years in formulating strat-
egies for such a situation.

ommu.ulmmnnw,sw.
honouring Bobby Sands has sent some of the town's
Jingoistic worthies into apoplectic fits

Anyway, on July 1st next, he is to be pro-
moted to general and made ‘Commander-in-
Chief United Kingdom Land Forces’. Perhaps
at last the British left may be about to get
just a taste of what they have largely been
giving a blind eye to in the North over the

, last decade.

ok k- »

Readers who like to keep in touch with the
travels of Ireland’s absentee cardinal, might
like to know that his Eminence Tomas O
Fiaich is presently in France and shortly will
be moving on to Portugal.

Well the weather and wine are much better
in those parts, and there are no nasty decis-
ions to make about Britain’s ‘just war’ in the
South Atlantic.

But don’t relax too much, he can still
send a postcard of protest if some Brit gets
shot dead whilst patrolling the diocese back
home.

KAk
Another ‘bad apple’ was in court in Bel-
fast last week — UDR soldier William Thomas
McCartin. He was charged with malicious
wounding and released on bail.
His solicitor told the court that he would
be pleading guilty and there was no danger of

Indeed, why should he?
Ak

The scales of justice in the North continue
to be out of balance, as the sectarian courts
proved once again last week.

Two 'members of the UDA, Kenneth Mc-
Master and William Killen, admitted to being
part of a UDA squad which gave a lift in a
car to Terence Miskimmon in August 1974,
In the car he was shot dead and his body
dumped on the side of the road.

Miskimmon was suspected of having vis-
ited a republican prisoner in Long Kesh.

In court last week one UDA man got
7 years for his part in the murder and the
other got 6 years.

And also in Belfast court last week a man
was sentenced for possession of a pistol, two
shot-guns, two Sterling magazines and a quan-
tity of .404 ammunition.

Hugh Whiteside admitted holding the
ammunition for the UDA of which he has
been a member for B years.

He received a 3-year prison sentence and _
will be back on the streets before the end of
next year.

R .2 & ¢

Irish-American Robert Buckley, president
of Pittsburgh-based multi-national metals com-
pany Allegheny International, lost his cool at
the annual general meeting of the group on
Tuesday last week, May 4th.

Several shareh raised objections to
some of the profits from Allegheny’s $2
billion sales coming from the sale of plastic
bullets to British forces in the North.
Allegheny owns the Wilkinson (razor blade)
company in Britain, which in tum owns the
Schermuly company which makes the bullets.

An angry Robert Buckley claimed that
Schermurly had stopped production, but he
was still forced to admit that it was distribut-
ing the lethal bullet from its stock-piles.
Bullets, which the shareholders pointed out,
were banned for use against British people but
not for use against Irish people.

In the end Buckley adjourned the meeting
1o avoid further protests and stormed out, on
the way ignoring two people whom he had
earlier agreed to meet.

They were Mrs Emily Groves from Belfast,
completely blinded by the plastic bullet
predecessor, the rubber bullet, in November
1971 and Alec McLaughlin who lost an eye,
suffered a fractured skull, a dislocated cheek-
bone and a broken nose when struck by a
plastic bullet in April 1981
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\ THE Free State government has just SR

Q signed a8 new c_!oellraﬂon in the Council

;\ of Europe. Itis a declaration on ‘Free-

\: dom of Expression and Information’

§ and contains much about the “princi CUMANN NA gCAILINI

X of genuine dem poincip- SOCIAL

N les ocracy’ and th

‘\\ kind of thing. at nu.'-;-v u'g&lﬂ-v

N ' .

N In its text, the doclantlon, in the field of 6 Blessington Street
information and mass media, states its object- DUBLIN
ive to be the “protection of the right of every. Admision: £1
one, regardless of frontiers, to express him
self, to seek and_receive informaris 5 OPENING OF WATERFORD
ideas, whatever their source... ” 4 REPUBLICAN CRAFT CENTRE

And it soeks o achievs the “absence of a1k
censorship or any arbitrary controls or cop- WATERFORD
straints on participants in the information (Opening hours: 9 am-6 pm Mon-Sat.)
process, on media content or on the trans.
mission and dissemination of information, * EL SALVADON
Republicans ;vho, in the light of this, wish SOLIDARITY WEEKEND

to appear on RTE should form an orderly him deserting or leaving the country. gocas

Festuring internstional
8pm Friday 14th May
Hotel Pierre
DUN LAOGHAIRE
Admission: £1.50
FILM, PHOTO & SLIDE
_ EXHIBITION
12 noon-6pm Saturdsy 15th May
lan Centre

DUN LAOGHAIRE
Organised by Dun Laoghaire
El Salvador Support Committee

BUNCRANA SINN FEIN
ANNUAL DINNER
Featuring “The Barleycorn’
9 pm Friday 14th May
Lake of Shadows Hotel
BUNCRANA
Co. Donegal
Tickets available from
Sinn Fein members

Organised by the Turf Lodge Youth
Against H-Block/Armagh

COMHAIRLE CUIGE
MUMHAN MEETING
2.30pm Sunday 16th May
DUNGARVAN
Co. Waterford
(Two delegates from each
comhairle ceantair to attend)

BALLAD SESSION
Featuring ‘Brimmer”
Friday 21st May
Wagon Wheel Lounge
Trinity Street
DROGHEDA
Co. Louth
Admission: £1

THE INCREASE in garda harassment reported in An Phoblacht/
Republican News on April 22nd has continued unabated
throughout the twenty-six counties. Sinn Fein in Counties
Offaly, Tipperary, Limerick, Monaghan and
ed many i of le being stopp:

Dublin have report-
d and searched and

arrested under Section 30 of the Offences Against the State
Act for no other reason than political harassment.

IRISH NIGHT
Featuring Cuchulainn (Irish Brigade)
(last local appearance before
tour of America)
Saturday 22nd May
Bellaghy GAA Clib
BELLAGHY

Co. Derry
Organised by Sinn Fein

HALF-DAY

WORK STOPPAGE

In support of tax equity
Monday 24th May
Assemble 3 pm Parnell Square
DUBLIN
Organised by the Dublin Council of

Trade Unions

AN CUMANN CABHRACH
ANNUAL REPUBLICAN RE-UNION
8.30 pm-2 am Friday June 18th
Royal Marine Hotel
DUN LAOGHAIRE
Taille: £11
(Tickets available from An Cumann
Cabhrach, 44 Parnell Square, Dublin)

In Dublin members of Sinn Fein
who frequent 5 Blessington Street
or 44 Parnell Square are being
shadowed by plain-clothes Special
Branch officers, and those who
merely occasionally socialise with
republicans have also been quest-
ioned. In Kilsheelan, County Tipp-
erary, two Sinn Fein activists,
Louie Kennedy and Gerry Rockett
were erecting black flags when they
were accosted by an out-of-uniform
garda, Eamonn Gavigan, who was
out walking his dog. (When not
attired in uniform Gavigan supple-

hounds.) He verbally abused them
and threatened them with prosecut-
ion over the flags. SREa
Just last month two Limerick
republicans, Mick Handley qu
Joseph Lynch, were arrested anc! jail-
ed for a month in Mountjoy prison,
for painting political _sll(ogar"scil:’:::g
ear’s hunger-strike.
:aa:; Voutgoing mail of _the AP/RN
office in Dublin continues to be
interfered with. Newspapers sent to
subscribers are being delayed or
withheld altogetherand letters to the
office are just being crudely opened

th ke badge to

RN iy

@ Interference with AP/RN's mail is similar to Special Branch harassment —
crude and blatant

tape. Last week a cheque for £45
was stolen from one such opened
envelope. Protests to the GPO have
resulted in little satisfaction,
Political interference of a differ-
ent kind was responsible for dis-
tressing 14-year-old Donegal school-
boy Jimmy Doherty, To commem-
orate Bobby Sands’ death he wore

Dungloe Community School on
May 5th. However, Hugh Gallagher,
a teacher at the school with anti-
republican views, and with an add-
ress at Rashine, Dungloe, allowed
his prejudices to get the better of
him and ripped the badge from the
jumper of his young pupil, tearing
a hole In the jumper and bending
the ba

ments his income by training grey-

T 7
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Sinn Fein

ANYONE interested in joining
Sinn Fein should contact their
local cumann; or head office
at 44 Parnell Square, Dublin.

! am interested in becoming a
member of Sinn Fein

NAME, [0 i e
ADDRESS. .......
GRRASRRGNANNARNNS




COUGHLAN. The Psarse/McDald SInn
Feln cumann, Birmingham, extend thelr
deepest sympathy to Martin Coughlan
(Wormwood Scrubs) and family on the
death of his brother. Masses offered.
FAUGHEY, McALINDEN. The oy
Morrls Sinn Fein cumann, Crossmaglen,
desply_regret the recent deaths of John
ughey, |RA veteran, and Art McAlln

south Armagh Oglalgh na
ny

and extend our symp.

les and friends. “We

men but we will never h
TONER. The Belleoks 'Memorial Com-
mittee, Co. Ar extend thelr deop-
est sympathy to the famlly and friends
of Pat Toner on his recent death. He
shall always be remembered for his
constant support for the
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What's left among youth?

| BY PRO, NA FIANNA EIREANN l

Movement and his hard work on Its
behalf throughout the years.

TONER. The Ballymacnal Plpe Band,
Co. Armagh, deeply regrot the death of
Pat Toner and extend thelr sympathy
to his family and friends.

GREEINGS

ADAMS, Paddy. (H6-Block).
birthday, daddy. Lots of love
Patrick and Briege Anne. xoxox
ADAMS, Paddy. (H6-Block). Lots of
love on your birthday, Paddy. They have
you In their keeping, | have you In my
heart. Love from Anne Marle. xxx
ADAMS,
birthday,
age but when do you want us to send up
the Greclan 20007 Lots of love from
PGB,

ADAMS, Paddy. (H6-Block). Best wishes
on your birthday, son. All our love. God
bless. From father, mother and brother
Dominic. xxx

ADAMS, Paddy. (H6-Block). With best
wishes on your birthday, brother. God
bless. From Gerry, Colette and Gearold
Og; and Margaret, Michael, Deirdre,
Mairead, and Liam Sean; and from your
nephews and nleces Alne, Llam, Conor
and wee Sinead. Xxx

ADAMS, Paddy. (H6-Block). Happy
birthday, brother. All the best from
Sean, Bernie and Sean Og. Also from
Frances, Blily, Patrick Claran and Llam
Sean; and from Maura, Eddie, Michele
and Knmleun XXX

ADAMS, Paddy. (H6-Block). Happy
birthday, Paddy. All our love from
Delrdre, Paul and Paul Og. Also from
Anne, Eamonn, Eamonn Og, Fionnuala
and Sean

CORBETT, Gabrlel. (H-Block). Birthday
greetings to my brother and our uncle,
Gabrlel, for May 15th. Lots of love
from sister Patricla, brother-in-law John,
nephew Joseph and nieces Nicola,
Sarah~Jane and Patricia Anne.
CUNNINGHAM, Peter. (H-Block). Greet-
Ings and best wishes, Peter, for your
birthday on Saturday, May 8th. You are
always In our thoughts and prayers,
From your mother, John (Long Kesh)
and Frankle.

CUNNINGHAM, Peter. (H4-Block). All
the best on your birthday, Peter. Take
care. From Harry, Geraldine and kids.
CUNNINGHAM, Peter. (H-Block). Greet-
Ings to you, Peter, on your birthday.
They have you In thelr keeping but
we have you In our hearts. From Willle
and Allish.

CUNNINGHAM, Peter. (H-Block). Birth-
day greetings to you, Peter, for Sat-
urday, May Bth. God bless you and
all your comrades. From Ann, Tommy
and klids.

CUNNINGHAM, Peter. (H4-Block). All
the very best for your birthday; Peter.
You are always In_our thoughts and
prayers. From Kay, Gerry and Kids.
CUNNINGHAM, Peter. (H-Block). Greet-
Ings to you for your birthday, Peter, on
Saturday, May 8th. Look after yourself,
kid. From Danny and Ann,

McGARRY, Jack. (H-Block). Birthday
greetings to you, Jack. All the best from
Catherine, Chicago, USA.

MOORE, Gerry. (H5-Block). Birthday
greetings, son. You are always In my
thoughts. | love you and | will see you
soon. Take care. Love from mum, xxx
MOORE, Gerry. (H5-Block). If you keep
golng, Gerry, you'll be too old for the
girls. (Never too old?) Happy birthday
from Seamus and Marle;Sinead and Gary;
and Linda, Peter and walns.

MOORE, Gerry. (H5-Block). Birthday
greetings to my brother, Gerard. You
are always In our thoughts but especially
today. Take care. From Joe, Ellen,
Joseph and Gerard; and from Marcella,
Micheal Micheal Jor.

MOORE, Gerry. (H5-Block). Happy
birthday, blg brother. Here's hoping
your next Is spent with us here. Take
care. From your brothers and sisters,
MOORE, Gerry. (H5-Block). You wore
no convict's uniform, nor meekly served
your time and thanks to your herolc
comrades -you can have a somewhat
happy birthday. Venceremos! From
Nlall; and Mackells, Majella and Leon.
MOORE, Gerry. (H5-Block). Best wishes
on your birthday, Gerry. Victory will be
ours. From your friend and comrade
Geraldine.

O'CONNELL, Joe. (Parkhurst). Birthday
greetings and best wishes, Joe. From
mam, dad, Johnny, Mary, Jimmy,
Robert, Niall, Nlamh, Lorna, Nellie and
all your friends In Querrin.

THE VENSTRESOCIALISTERNE (LE-
FT SOCIALIST PARTY), DENMARK,
send revolutionary and solldarity greet-
ings for International Workers' Day to
all our Irish republican comrades fight-
ing within and outside the jalls for nat-
ional liberation and a soclallist republic.

Happy
from

APOLOGY
THE organisers of the Bobby Sands
Memorial Mass which was due to take
place at 10 am on Wednesday, May 5th,
at the Church of the Assumption, Howth,
wish to extend thelr apologles to anyone
who was inconvenienced or disappointed
by it being held earlier and at a different
venue. This was due to an oversight on
their part and they extend their profuse
apologles to all concerned.

IT IS ENTIRELY natural and approp-
riate that when young people look around
them at the Ireland .in which they are
growing up they should be attracted to
radical politics. All the major political
parties in this country, North and South,
have set up youth sections, largely in the
last 5-10 years. The Young Unionists,
Ogra Fhianna Fail, and Young Fine Gael
are familiar names to many people. They
should be — they are so well-publicised
in the media. As usual, more radical
organisations rarely get a look in. But
the rapid growth in membership, and
importance, of radical youth organis-
ations is one of the most notable devel-
opments of the Irish left in the last 10
years.

NA FIANNA EIREANN
Na Fianna Eireann is the most senior radical
youth organisation in the country. Indeed,
the National Youth Council of lIreland cites
it as the first Irish national youth movement.

It was founded by Constance Markievicz in
1909 in opposition to the pro-British Baden-
Powell scouts and to “train the youth of Ireland
to fight Ireland’s fight when they are older”. In
its early years the Fianna was closely associated
with the revolutionary Irish Republican Brother-
hood. It was involved in the great lock-out of
1913, the Howth gun-running in 1914, the
Easter Rising and subsequent Tan War. The
organisation took the side of the Republic
during the Civil War and has always remained
an integral part of the Republican Movement.

Na Fianna Eireann is an illegal organisation
in the six counties, and 19 of its members have
been killed in the armed struggle since 1969.
Today, the Fianna is a non-combatant organ-
isation, involved in a broad range of activities,
including political, cultural and scouting.

Its aims are: a) to promote the principles of
Irish republicanism among the youth of Ireland;
b) to work for the establishment in Ireland of
a democratic, socialist republic based upon the
principles enshrined in the 1916 Procl
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® The hungerstrike brought of

youths onto the streets In support

the Sinn Fein youth groups

and
of the prisoners. Now that the campaign has abated many of these youths have joined na Fianna Eireann or

and the Democratic Programme of the First
Dail; c) to foster a love for, and propagate the
use of the Irish language and culture among the
youth of Ireland; and d) to promote the objects,
principles and exercises of scouting among
young people in Ireland.

The organisation has taken an increasingly
prominent public role since before the hunger-
strikes. It staged a large number of successful
protests during the hunger-strikes, including the
take-over of a pirate radio station, during which
a broadcast was made over Dublin’s airwaves.
The Fianna also organised the largest youth
demonstration yetseen in Dublin on the H-Block
issue.

More recently the organisation has turned its
attention to the plight of Irish prisoners in
English jails, and to the question of youth

ployment. Last Di ber, they set up a
youth unemployment action group, and organ-
ised a youth march against unemployment. It
was poorly attended but it was a beginning for
even greater involvement by the Fianna in the
day-to-day issues facing young people in Ireland.
And any such beginning is a good beginning.

CONNOLLY
YOUTH MOVEMENT

The Connolly Youth Movement (CYM) was
founded in 1966 (to commemorate the 1916
Rising!) and is closely associated with the Mos-
cow-orientated Communist Party of Ireland. The
CYM refuse to disclose its membership but it is
believed to be no more than 50, centred in
Dublin, Belfast and Sligo. It has a monthly
newspaper, Forward, and a junior scouting
section, the Young Pioneers for children aged
from 9-15.

The relationship between the Connolly Youth
Movement and the CPl is somewhat complex.
On the one hand, the policy document of the
CYM, and the statement on the youth policy of
the CPI are practically one and the same. But
on the other hand, the CYM had a disagreement
with the party on the H-Block issue and took
a more active supporting role in the struggle
for the 5 demands. At one stage in their history,

the CYM put up a candidate in the local elect-
ions in Sligo. He was denounced from the
pulpit — and was elected.

Councillor Declan Bree now stands as an
independent socialist and was catapulted into
national prominence for condemning the hypo-
critical cant of politicians at the time of Lord
Mountbatten’s execution. However, - in last
June's Free State elections he stood in Sligo/
Leitrim and adversely affected hunger-striker
Joe McDonnell’s chances of success.

THE IDYM

The Irish D ic Youth M is
the youth organisation of the Workers’ Party. It
has a claimed mambershlp of 500, and at one
time d called Chall

has not been heard of since.

LABOUR PARTY YOUTH

The Labour Party Youth is the youth section
of the Irish Labour Party. It was organised in
some haste in 1977/78 when Garret Fitz- -
Gerald began to organise Young Fine Gael. It
is controlled to a large degree by the Militant
tendency.

Similarly, in Britain the Labour Party Young
Socialists is controlled by Militant supporters.
The Militants are Trotskyist and in the context
of Ireland, anti-coalitionist. Naturally, Labour
Party Youth are also anti-coalitionist. They are
organised on the basis of the constituency party,
and a lot of their efforts seem to be spent on

The IDYM was formed in 1976 when, as part of
the movement of the Sticks away from militant
republicanism, the Sticky Fianna was dissolved.
The name ‘Democratic Youth’ was drafted by
the party hierarchy from the World Federation
of Democratic Youth — an international group
of communist youth organisations.

It was hoped that the new IDYM would gain
entrance to the organisation and become the
Irish representative (in place of the Connolly
Youth Movement). Unfortunately the CYM did
not agree, and fought to prevent them. The
IDYM were part of the ‘official’ Irish dell i

internal politicking, where they line up with the
Michael D. O'Higgins and the left-wing majority
on the Labour Party’s administrative council in
the anti-coalition camp.

Their most public ‘accomplishments’ to date
have been to organise a march in Dublin against
youth I which d 00
people, and a publlc meeting in Liberty Hall at
which Tony Benn spoke.

YOUTH AGAINST
H-BLOCK/ARMAGH
One of the most heartening fun.lros of the

(along with the CYM) to the International
Festival of Youth and Students in Havana,
Cuba, in 1978. Na Fianna Eireann sent along an
‘unofficial’ delegation to put the republican
case and succeeded admirably, much to the
annoyance of the Sticks.

YOUTH OF
PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY

Youth of People’s Democracy was the title
of a short-lived youth organisation which lasted
for a short while before, and a short while after,
a large na Fianna Eireann-organised Youth
Against H-Block/Armagh march in April of
last year. At least, that was the name put at the
bottom of a leaflet distributed by PD at the
demonstration. Youth of People’s Democracy

H-Block i was the pr role
played by masses of young people. Hundreds, if
not thousands, of youths, North and South,
organised themselves into Youth Against H-
Block/Armagh groups. Most people admit that
they carried an enormous burden of the camp-
aign work and were a source of great enthus-
Iasm and hope.

After the end of the hunger-strike, and the
winding down of what had been a single-issue
campaign, hundreds of young people in the six
counties joined either the Sinn Fein youth
groups or the IRSP-inclined local republican
youth groups which have taken the names of
the dead hunger-strikers. These are new devel-
opments, and the role they will play are only
now being decided upon.

Ireland awaits with interest.




Francls. (15t Anniversary).
HUGHES, [ loving memory  of e
In Pl n and brother Vol Francis
<. Oglalgh na hElreann, who gave
w0 oung life while on _hunger-strike
nis May 12th 1981 RIP. St Josapn,
for him. “A smlle for all, a heart
gold, one of the best Irelana coulq

never salfish, always kind, these
‘tne memorles you left behind."
Ireland, take him to thy breast
son who died for thee.
and sadly missed
mammy, brothers, sisters

ar
Hughe!

are th
Mothe
this soldler

4 famlly clrch

UGHES, Francis; SANDS, Bobby. (15t

Anniversary). In proud " and loving
ory of two great Irish men who

gled for Justice. "Ireland unfree shai

never be at pea From Benedict Mc-

Elwee.

HUGHES, Francls; SANDS, Bobby. (15t

Anniversary). In
Francls

Cady, Queen of Ireland, pray for them.
From the McElwee family.
HUGHES, Francls. (1st Anniversary).
In loving memory of Francis who
dled on the 59th day of hunger-strike on
Mmay 12th 1981, Gone but not for-
gotten. St Martin, pray for him. Remem-
bered always Dy his uncle Jim and aunt
tsy.
TIUGHES, Francis. (1st Anniversary).
In loving memory of Vol. Francls Hughes
who dled on the 59th day of hunger-
drike In the H-Blocks, Long Kesh.
Blessed are those who hunger for justice,
st Oliver Plunkett, pray for him. Always
remembered by his uncle Peter, aunt
Kathleen and famlily.
HUGHES, Francis. (1st Anniversary).
The sands family, Twinbrook, Belfast,
remember with pride and sorrow Vol.
Francls Hughes, friend and comrade of
who dled after 59 days on
hunger-strike In the H-Blocks, Long
Kesh, Prayers offered.
HUGHES, Francls. (1st Anniversary).
in proud and loving memory of Vol
Francls Hughes, Oglalgh na hEireann
who dled In Long Kesh on May 12th
after 59 days on r-strike. *In
gdeath thou art noble, vallant and brave,
your pure bright halo gleams from your
grave, painting so clearly the road we
must tread, deriving our strength from
the blood you have shed. For your
rights you have dled In angulsh and pain,
Irish republic, a natlon once
" Always remembered by the Bel
laghy POW Welfare Association, Co.

Francls. (1st Anniversary).
Connolly Sinn Feln cumann,
Co. Derry, remember with
Hughes, Ogla
who dled _on hunger-strike
1981. They didn‘t break

Bellaghy,
pride Vol. Francls
hElreann,

on May 12th
you for the desire for freedom and free-

dom for the Irish people was In your
heart. “Brave Francis Hughes, we love
you yet, your murderers we shall ne'er
forget. Though you're dead they
fear you yet for your spirit lives on for-

o

HUGHES, Francls. (18t Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol.
Francls Hughes, a vallant IRA sol
whose body was lald 1o rest In his native
Bellaghy and whose soul rests in peace
in heaven. From Danny.

HUGHES, Francis. (1st Anniversary).
In proud memory of Francls, IRA
Volunteer and H-8Block hunger-striker,
who dled on May 12th 1981 In the
H8locks, Long Kesh. Always remem-
bered by his comrades Kieran, Fra and
Martin. Fualr 56 bis ar son saoirse.
HUGHES, Franchs. (1st Anniversary).
in proud and loving memory of Francls
Hughes, a gallant and beloved comrade.
“In Iife we loved you, In death we will
never forget you.” Forever loved and
remembered by Monica.

HUGHES, Francls. (1st Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol.
Francls Hughes who died on hunger-
strike In the H-Blocks, Long Kesh, on
May 12th 1981. Fualr sé bls ar son
woirse. Always remembersd by Mrs
Burns, Sevastopol Street, Belfast.
HUGHES, Francis. (1st Anniversary).
In loving memory of Vol Frank Hughes
who  dled thy

have any right In |
reland, the Prese
any one 9eneration ot Irish men ﬂ;‘c. i
2 respectable minority, o
truth, makes that
3 gove
a usurpation and a crim
asainsthuman progress.” (James Com
. 'embered alwan s b
:::’l;:‘l!:n Phoblnhl/klnuzllc.nyNo:‘:.
v Francis,
Beifast comna e A?m“;m
el 4
o .mb.,;no il ldle Vol. Francls
unger-strike
May 12th 1982. ““You shall be lDBkln%’l‘
ple and generation
@member you and cail’you "blassed"
Senall 9o cluin | mease Laocnra na

t forever

Hughes, Oglalgn
Who offered his young
Irieh reegrtherance of the struggle for
HUGHES, Francis.
The Mairs Drumm cumann, Clondalkin,
0. Dublin, remember with pride Vol.
rancls Hughes who died hunger-
jirike on May 12th 1981, “Life springs
TOm death and from the graves of

patriot men and wos
atoris men spring Ilving

(1st Anniversary).

HUGHES, Francls.

TheRoatilr, R.D“bun Anniversary),

lican Pubiications,
I:nvv\.r«;. Belfast, salute the memory
ol. ncls
oL ughes, Oglaigh na

Who dled on hunger-strike
'No gry v

nls 1ife for his country. No grester rarpect
from nis People than to dle fighting Eng-
land, the battle cry of victory on his
1Ips." Beldh do bhua agalnn,
HUGHES, Francis.
The G.

e3 on the first anniversar:
of his murder by Thatcher and her
Junta. Fuair s§ bis ag trold ar son saoirse.
HUGHES, Francis. (15t Anniversary).
The Francls Hughes Sinn Fein cumann,
Kilkeel, remembers with pride Vol
Francls Hughes, Oglaigh na hElrsann
Who died on hunger- )
1981,

Proud and loving memory of Vol
ncls Hughes who died on hunger-
- ® In Long Kesh. “This soldler son
WNO died for thee In thy bosom let him
rest among the martyrs sacrificed.”
Always remembered by the McCann/
Grant Sinn Feln cumann, Toomae, Co.
Antrim.
HUGHES, Francis (15t Anniversary).
The Martin Forsythe Sinn Fein cumann,
Rathfarnham and the Dorothy Maguire
Sinn Fein cumann, Warkinstown, Dublin,
remember  with pride Vol Pranch
Hughes, na hElrsann, who gave
his Ute on hungerstrike on May 12th
1981, “Mother ireland, | have loved you
with a love that knew no fesr. | have
ralsed & sword to free you, at the flower-
Ing of the year. But a hand was raised
to smite me as | stooped to ki thy
Drow, and the arm that would have freed
you, by my side hangs heipless now.™
HUGHES, Francis (15t Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Francis Hughes who was brutally
by British on
May 12th 1981. “You shall be spoken of
amongst your people,
shail
‘blessed’.” Always remembe
Uam Meillows Sinn  Fain
Dublin,
HUGHES, Francls. (15t Anniversary).
©O proud soidler of ireland who always
faced our enemy as a true soidler, may
you be given a soldier’s place near
Blessed Michael the Archangel to watch
over our young soldiers who are proud
to~feliow " tn your footsteps. Always
by Eills Bean Ul Mhurchd.

cumann,

on wger-strike In the
H-8locks, Long Kesh, on May 12th 1981.
ter love hath no man than

Always remembered by

Connolly.
HUGHES, Francls. (1st Anniversary).

In loving memory of Vol Francls
Hughes who died on hunger-strike on
May 12th 1981. “A smile for all, a
heart of goid, one of the best Ireland
could hold, never seifish, always kind,
these are the memorles left behind.”
Always remembered by Margaret.

HUGHES, Francls. (1st Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Francis Hughes, Oglaigh na hEireann
who was murdered by the British on

HUGHES, Francls. (1st Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol.
Francls H Oglalgh na hElreann,
who died on the 59th day of his hunger-
strike for political status on May 12th
1981. *“Never wiil they label our liber-
ation struggle as criminal.” (Bobby
Sands). Always remembered by the
Dublin Youth Against H-Block/Armagh.

Francis. (1st y). To
the memory of Frankle Hughes, a gallant
freedom fighter — may our victory be his.
Always remembered by Michedl and
Ma:

ry.
HUGHES, Francls. (1st Anniversary).
Lat his death not be In vain. and free

wlill be his fitting memorl ays
May 12th 1981. Always remembered remembered by the Carlin famlily,
by Pat and Brian , Paul, Large, 0. Cavan.

Christy, Paddy, Jembo and Mousey.

HUGHES, Francis. (1st Anniversary).
The Belfast Sinn Feln Youth groups
remember with love and pride Vol.

Francis Hughes who was murdered by
the British government on May 12th
1981. You shall always be remembered
for what you were — a soldler of the
revolution who died for the aims of
your fellow prisoners of war and your
peopie

HUGHES, Francls.
" proud and loving memory
omrade Vol. Francls Hughes who died
on May 12th 1981, Your courage and
determination will gulde us to victory.
Remembered always by the POWs
!rom the Short Strand, Belfast
H-Blocks and cages, Long Kesh, In
Portiaolse and In falls In England.

(1st Anniversary).
oul

HUGHES, Francls; SANDS, Bobby. (1st
Anniversary). The Clonard Martyrs Sinn
Feln cumann, Belfast, salute the mem-
ory of our two fallen heroes, Vols.
Francis Hughes and Bobby Sands. Thug
slad a ralbh agcu g troid ar son saolrse
mhuintir na hEireann.

HUGHES, Francls; SANDS, Bobby. (1st
Ar‘!‘l\alv'rury). In proud and loving
memory of Vols. Francls Hughes
and Bobby Sands, Oglaigh na hEireann,
who wers murdered by British Intrans-
ce In Long Kesh. dylng
not Just to attempt to end the barbarity
of H-Block or to gain the rightful recog-
nition of a political prisoner but primarity
because what Is lost In here Is lost for
republic and those wretched op-
pressed whom | am deeply proud to
‘the risen people Bobby
Always remembered Dy
1 /Thomas Harte Sinn Fein

HUGHES, Francis. (1st Anniversary). know a
broud and loving memory of one of  Sands).
and's most y m
ters, Vol Francls Hughes. “They 5
| break me because the desire for HUGHES, Franclsi
©dom and the freedom of the irish Anniversary). I

ole Is in my heart.” (Bobby Sands).
Marle, Mary and Shella, H-Block
alfast

JGHES, Francls. (1st Annlversary).
4d memory of Val. Francls Hugnhes
died fignting for the soclalist

Belleving that the Britisnh
ent has no right in Ireland, never
¥ rignt In | d, and 0

o
. Armagh.

cumann, Lurgan, cn;ANps. P P8
proud and loving
Francls Hughes and

Sands
?1?3:' In the H-Blocks of Long Kesh.
Always remembered by the Stuﬂ.nu'
Against H-Block/Armagh In UCD; TCD;
UCC; UCG; Queen's Universityi Cavlow‘
HTC) Derry College of Technology;
Bolton Street College of Technology,
Dul Dundalk RTC NUU; Ulster
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MUGHES, Frangis. (1st A
pride Vol Francls Hughes, Ogl
rike In the H-Blocks, Long K

s0ldiers 10 emerge out of the armed strugg
land In this decade, your memory wiil ensure the victory of a socl

In
RI bhelan siochain ann gan saoirse.

with

y). The
gh na hEireann, who gave his life while on hunger-

HUGHES, Franchs. (1st ¥).
remembar with pride Vol
1 ver death surprisves us It

reach some

The women

Francis Hughes who died on hunger-strike on May 12th
welcome provided that then ol

ecaptive ear, that other arms reach out to take up weal

POWs, Armagh Jail,

pons,
step forward to Intone our funeral dirgs with the staccato chant of machine guns
and new battie cries of war and victory. Beldh an bua againn, Francis.

HUG HES, Francis. (15t Anniversary). The republican POWs In the H-8locks and cages
of Long Kesh prison camp salute the memory of our comrade Vol. Francls Hughes,
Oglaigh na hEireann, who died on the 59th day of his historic hunger-strike for our
right to De recognised as political prisoners of war. Your struggle and sacrifics will

never be forgott

own n
90 cidin.

Your spirit lives on, Inspiring all who oppose oppression In our
ive land and throughout the world. Beidh an bua againn, a chomrfid. Codall

HUGHES, Francls. (1st

¥). Oglak

Dei
love and pride Vol. Francls Hughes who died on the 59th day of

May 12th

Ireland.

1. “Inscribe his name on the roll of fama In letters of purest gol
Revolutionary freedom fighter, your memory will burn Britain's will to remain I

na hE ry, with
his hunger-strike on

HUGHES, Francis; SANDS, Bobby. (15t Anniversary). An
members of na Flanna Eilreann remember with pride Vols. F

nds, Of
republic.

Ard Olflg staff and the
rancls Hughes and Bobby

algh na hEireann, who gave their lives In the cause of humanity and the

Polytschnic; and the College of Catering,
Dublin.
HUGHES, Francis; SANDS, Bobby. (1st
Anniversary). In  proud and loving
memory of Vols. Francls Hughes and
Bobby Sands, murdered by the British
and thelr puppets In the H-Blocks, Long
Kash. ““They are not dead — they stand
in the midst of gun-powder ke
burning fuses.” Always remembered by
Brian MacArdghall, Belf;
HUGHES, Francls; SANDS, Bobby. (1st
Anniversary). In  proud and loving
memory of two Irish soldlers,
Vols. Francls Hughes and Bobby Sands
who gave thelr lives on hunger-strike
in_the H-Blocks Long Kesh. Fhad's
atf na huaigheanna seo In Eirinn, nf
bhelan sfochdin ann gan saolrse. Never
forgotten by the members of the Twin-
brook Martyrs Sinn Feln cumann,
Twinbrook, Belfast.
HUGHES, Francls; SANDS, Bobby. (1st
Anniversary). In proud and loving
memory of Volis. Francls Hughes and
Bobby Sands MP, political prisoners
who dled on hungerstrike In the
H-Blocks, Long Kesh. “Life springs from
death and from the graves of patriot
men and women spring llving nations."
Always remembered by Sinn Fein, the
Sinn Feln POW Dept. and An Cumann
Cabhrach, Britain.
HUGHES, Francls; SANDS, Bobby, (1st
Anniversary). In  proud and loving
of Vols. Francls Hughes and

suike In the H-Blocks, §
“It Is not they who can Inflict the most
but those who can endure the most

who will ultimately trlumph.” Always
remembered by the Pearss/McDald Sinn
Feln cumann, Birmingham.

HUGHES, Francls; SANDS, Bobby. (1st
Anniversary). In proud and loving
memory of Vols. Francls Hughes and
Bobby Sands who were murdered by
British Intransigence In the H-Blocks,
Long Kesh. Always remembered by the
Wolfe Tone Sinn Feln cumann, north
London.

HUGHES, Francls; SANDS, Bobby. (1st
Anniversary). In proud and floving
memory of Vols. Francls Hughes and
Bobby Sands MP, and their eight gallant
comrades, were murdered by
Thatcher and her henchmen. *They
may Kill the revolutionary but never the
revolutios An Phoblacht abi. Re-
membered by the members of the
Paaralg O Pearall Sinn Feln cumann,
Loch Garmas :
SANDS, Bobby. (1st Anniversary). On
this, the occasion of the first anniversary
of the death on hunger-strike of Bobby
Sands, the Ventresoclallsterne (Laeft
Soclallst Party), Denmark, express our
continued support for the rights of the
political prisoners and the struggle of
the Irish Republican Movement.

SANDS, Bobby. (1st Annlversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol. Bobby
Sands, Oglalgh na hElreann, who was
murdered Dy Margaret Thatcher and the
British government on May 5th 198
RIP. “We m: great men but we'li
never have better.” Always remembered
by Johnny and Sean, Bobby Sands
Memorlal Flute Band, Scotland.
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SANDS, Bobby. (1st Anniversary). In

proud and loving memory of Vol

Bobby Sands, Oglalgn na hEireann, who

was murdered by the British government

on May 5th 1981. “Of course | can
but | remain what |

Always
and \r(mmbou of the Shamrock Flu
Band, Glasgow.
. In

SANDS, Bobby. (1st Annlversary).
proud and loving memory of Vol. Bobby
Sands who dled after 66 days on hunger-
Strike In the H-Blocks, Long Kesh, on
May 5th 1981. “There can never be
peace In lIreland until th
pressive British presence |
ng all the Irish people,
ll::vf!oglrol thelr own affalrs and deter-
mine thelr own destinies as a soverelgn
people, free in mind and body, separate
and distinct, physically, culturally and
economlcally.” (Bobby Sands). ﬂlwlydl
h an

y

members of the James Connolly Fiute
Band, Glasgow.

KILPATRICK, Kevin. (9th Anniversary).
In proud memory of Vol. Kevin Kii-
patrick, Oglaigh na hEireann, Coallsiand,
who dled on active service duty on May
13th 1973. Fualr sé bis ag trold ar son
saolrse. r forgotten by his friends
and comrades In Oglaigh na hElreann,
Coallsland,

MAGEE, Michael. (10th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Flan
Michael Magee, Belfast Brigade, na Flanna
Elreann, who dled as a result of an accld-
ental shooting whlile on_active service
duty on May 13th 1972. Thug sé a shaol
69 ag trold ar son saoirse. Always
membered by his friends and comrades
In na Flanna Elreann, Belfast.

(10th Annlversary).
ving memory of Flan
*B* Coy., 2nd Battallon
reann, who dled as a result
of an accldental shooting on May 13th
1972, aged 15. RIP. “WIIl those who
think of him today, a little prayer to
Jesus say?" Our Lady of the Gael, Inter-
cede for him. Always remembered by his
ents, brothers and sisters.
Thomas. (9th Anniver-
and loving memory of
Vo O'Donnell, GHQ staff,
Oglaigh na hEireann, who died from
Injurles recelved In a car accident while
on active service on May 17th 1973,
Fualr sé bis ag trold agus ob r_son
saolrse mhulntir na hElreann. Never for-
gotten by his friends and comrades In
the Belfast Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann.
O'DONNELL, Thomas. (9th Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol. Tgm O'Donnell, GHQ staff, Oglaigh
na hEireann, who dled on May 17th 1973
as a result of Injurles recelved In a car
crash. Codall 9o cidin, Tom, a chara, nl
dnéanfaimid dearmad ort agu!
a fualr td bds. Remembered always by
nis friends and comrades In the Short
nd, Balfast.

O'DONNELL, Thomas. (9th Annliver-
sary). In proud memory of my friend
and comrade Tom who dled tragically
on May 17th 1973. A Mhuire na nGael
aéan Idirghuf ar a anam. Always rememb-
ered by Harry.

REID, Billy. (11th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Bllly Reid,
Belfast Brigade, Oglalgh na hElreann,
who was shot dead by British occupat-
lon forces on May 15th 1971. | measc
Laochra na nGael go ralbh a anam.
Always remembered by his friends and
comrades In the Beifast Brigade,

REID, Billy. (11th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol. Billy
d, Oglaigh na hEireann, who wi
killed by the British forces of occupat-
lon on May 15th 1971, Always rememb-
ered by the Blily Reld Republican Flute
Band, Glasgow.
Francls.

. In proud
T

(9th Anniversary). In
proud memory of Vol. Francis Rice,
Oglaigh na hEireann, Castiewsllan, who
dled on active service on May 17th 1973,
Thug ll£ raibh aige ar son saoirse mhuin-
tir na hElreann. Always remembered by
Ihlt friends and comrades In Oglaigh na
hElreann,
R Francis. (9th Anniversary). The
Peter McNulty Sinn Fein cumann, Kii-
€00, remember with love and pride Vol.
Francls Rica who died while on active
service duty on May 17th 1973. Thug sé
a raibh aige ar son saoirse,

RICE, Francls. (9th Anniversary). The
S. Greene Sinn Fein cumann, Longstone,
remember with pride Vol. Francis Rice
who gave his young life for his country
on May 17th 1973. “We may have had
brave men but we will never have bette:
RICE, Francls. (9th Anniversary). in
proud and loving memory of Vol. Francls
Rice who died In action on May 17th
1973. His courage and determination
must Inspire us to greater victorles. From
his friends and comrades In the Francls
Hughes Sinn Feln cumann, Klikeel,
RICE, Francis. (9th Annlversary). East
Down comhalrie ceantalr, Sinn Fein,
remember with pride Vol. Francis Rice
who died In action on_May 17th 1973.
:1:::[1 ann ar son na h€ireann.

nn, who died on
May 17th 1973. Remembered always
by the McNulty/Magorrian Sinn Fein
cumann, Castlewellan.

RICE, Francls. (9th Anniversary). In
loving memory of Vol. Francis Rice who
died In action on May 17th 1973. Never
forgotten by the Leo O’Hanlon Sinn
Feln cumann, Downpatrick. NI bheldh
sfoch§in ann gan saolrse.

SMYTH, Brlan. (9th Anniversary). The
Brian Smyth Sinn Fein cumann, Craig-
avon, remember with pride Vol. Brian
Smyth who was killed on active service
duty on Aprll 17th 1973,

STARRS, John. (10th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Voal.
John Starrs, Derry Brigade, Oglaigh n
hEireann, who died while on active ser-
vice duty on May 13th 1972. Thit sé sa
Bhearna Bhagll ag trold ar son saoirse
mhulntirnahEireann, nfdnéanfardearmad
air. Remembered always by his friends

(10th  Anniversary).

ceantair, Sinn Faein,

remember with pride Val. John Starrs,

Derry Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann, who

died while on active service on May 13th

1972. | measc Laochra na nGael go raibh
am calma,
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Belfast

THOUSANDS of tramping feet,
for the second time last week,
took to the streets of Belfast to
honour the memory of the ten
dead hunger-strikers, once again
demonstrating a risen people’s
gratitude for their heroic and cour-
ageous sacrifice. The march, organ-
ised by Belfast H-Block/Armagh
Committee, assembled in bright
sunshine at the Busy Bee Shopping
Centre in Andersonstown, in con-
trast to the previous Wednesday
night which was cold and damp.

Led by several black taxis and a
blanket man, the marchers made their
way along the three-mile route, spurred
on by the boisterous music supplied by
the numerous bands from all over
Belfast. At St James Road, at Beech-
mount and all along the route, hundreds
more joined the march, many walking in
groups along the footpath. Helicopters
hovered overhead and several RUC and
Brit mobile patrols took photographs
of the marchers at Fruithill Park and
several other sidestreets.

On reaching the H-Block/Armagh
centre at the corner of Linden Street,
Maura McCrory of the Belfast Com-
mittee reminded the listeners that al-
though they were there to commemorate
the deaths of the ten hunger-strikers
nevertheless, she reminded them:

“Fvery one of us must re-dedicate
ourselves to the cause, the goal and
thoughts for which they died. We must
not go back to our homes and forget.
A is only a g
while we let it remain, it's up to us to
smash it. When we do that we will get
our 32-county republic. Then and only
then will we be able to walk down this
road with our heads held high, only
then will we be able to say to Bobby
Sands and his comrades: ‘We have won
the goal which you gave your lives for”.”

Two statements from the prisoners,
one read by Sile Darragh on behalf of
the women POWs in Armagh and another
read by Padraig Wilson (recently released
from the H-Blocks), both reinforced
the prisoners’ determination to resist
British rule and called on ‘M people
to do likewise.

Although Bernadette M:AIIskzy was
due to address the crowd, she was unable
to attend.

The next speaker was Paddy Bolger,
Sinn Fein national organiser, who in a
bitter attack on Margaret Thatcher and
the British government accused them of
historically “identifying our best people,
our potential leaders, our theoreticians,
and killing them,” 5

Bobby Sands, he said: “Hed a
command of theory and no empty
theory. Bobby all that

our struggle Is about, all that justice
is about when he said that he had
the spirit of freedom. He meant national
freedom, he meant soclal freedom. We
must put his writings into practice.”

Calling on the people to organise
in a concrete fashion in pursuit of
those aims Bolger, amid loud applause,
emphasised:

“We need a machine to bring about
this socialist republic; we have the means
and we have the aims. If you want to
use the means and share the aims, join
the Republican Movement, that will
construct a real epitaph for Bobby
Sands.”

As the crowd dispersed several RUC
landrovers parked at Grosvenor Road
and a Brit saracen in Dunvnlle Park
[ a few
but the bulk of the marchers dispersed
peacefully.

Earlier that day a memorial and
wreath-laying ceremony in honour of
Bobby Sands, organised by Twinbrook
Martyrs Sinn Fein cumann, was held in
Milltown cemetery which was attended
by about fifty local people. Emmanuel
Collins laid a wreath on Bobby's grave
and Paddy Loughrdn recited a decade of
the rosary in Irish. A close friend of
Bobby, Thomas McCullough, then briefly
outlined Bobby's achievements as a
writer and poet, his dedication to the
Republican Movement, but mostly his
love for the Irish people.

Drogheda

@ Milltown cemetery, Beifast, May 5th

during the week to mark the anniver-
sary of the death of Bobby Sands.

On Wednesday, May 5th, a black
flag picket remained on the Bridge of
Peace from 9 am until 6.30 pm and was
supported by 40 members of the organ-
isation. Banners of the hunger-strikers
were hung on the bridge and there was
a sympathetic response from passing
motorists.

On Saturday, May 8th, a well-attended
public march and meeting took place
through West Street and the Tholsel.
Speakers at the rally included George
Stagg from Sinn Fein; Joe Stagg and
Tony O’Hara from the National H-Block/
Armagh C Ce il Fra

® Irish uolldnrilv groups form up for the May Day march in Paris

il. BhT postaeirf,
, ceirnini, taifid, leabhra agus 7rl
é dhlnl ansin. Crochta ar an bprlnmh
fhoirgneamh nua bhi bratach oll-mhér,
“‘Bobby Sands Day". Sa séipéal proin-
sfosénach bhi Aifreann ag 7.30 in.

IN GALWAY, where black flags
were flown from all main junctions
in the town a Bobby Slnd! Comm—

ed by nudanu in Unmrslty Colleg-
Galway.

A magazine was produced and an
exhibition entitled “Struggle of the
H-Blocks’ was held in the basement of

Browne, Dundalk, and Patsy Sweeney
representing the Drogheda H-Block move-
ment.

Plans are now in progress by the
Drogheda H-Block movement for the
erection of a plaque in memory of the
hunger-strikers on Drogheda’s Bridge
of Peace. Permission is being sought
from the Drogheda Corporation and it
is hoped that an unveiling ceremony can
take place during August 1982,

Galway

RINNE cumainn na Gaillimhe de
Choiste Craobhacha H-Bloc/Ard
Mhacha coméradh ar Bobby Sands
ar an 5|u |3 de Bhealtaine. Cummdh
[ { thart ti Il na h

the university. Up to 3,000 people pass
through the area every day and the
exhibition was very :uccmful

leenck

A WREATH-LAYING ceremony in
memory of Bobby Sands was held
at the 1916 memorial in Limerick
city on Wednesday evening, May
5th. During the day a vigil was
held in the city centre.

Wreaths were laid on behalf of the
Limerick H-Block/Armagh Committee,
the Ballynanty H-Block Action Group
and Limerick - Corporation Workeu
Against H-Block/Armagh,

A short oration was delivered by Des
Long, chairman of the Limerick H-Block/

THE D H-Block

b ha dubha comh maith.

held two fi

ations

Bh{ taisped iontach ag coiste na

Armagh Ce who pointed out
that while Thatcher’s intransigence had
claimed the lives of young |

the H-Blocks last year, that same at-
titude was now claiming the lives of
Argentinians and her own soldiers in the
South Atlantic.

Brittany

SINN FEIN member DermotWhelan
on behalf of the Sinn Fein Foreign
Affairs Bureau, last week completed
a highly successful tour of Brittany
to mark the first anniversary of the
death of Bobby Sands. The tour
was sponsored and organised hy the
Brittany section of the French Com-
munist Party, which last year gave
sterling support to the hunger-
strikers and spearheaded French
opposition to Thatcher’s murder
policy.

An early highlight of the tour was
an address to the May Day rally of the
CGT (the biggest trade union feder-
ation in France) held in Brest. This
received  widespread coverage in
both the local newspapers, Quest-Francel
and Le Telegramme. A number of local
festivals organised by the PCF (French
Communist Party) were also addressed
over that weekend, including a question
and answer session at Viadue.

The main highlight, however, was the
naming of new streets in two towns
after Bobby Sands by the mayors and
town councils. The towns in question
are Douarnenez and Carhals, where
Whelan was also given a civic reception.
receptions were given too in

" Concarnesu snd Heulgoat, where the

Sacrifices recalled

local councils will rename a street after
the hunger-strikers later on this year.

A moving ceremony was held in Brest
city centre on May 5th to commemorate
Bobby Sands’ death, This received not .
just newspsper, but television coverage
as well, Other events at which Dermot
Whelan spoke were debates on the Irish
struggle at the university in Brest and at
a local secondary school. An interview
was also given to Quest-France and to 8
local radio station

Leeds

OVER 100 people marched through
Leeds, west Yorkshire, England, on
Wednesday, May 5th, to remember
Irish hunger-striker Bobby Sands
MP. Black flags were carried in
memory of the ten H-Block hunger-
strikers who gave their lives last
year.

The demonstration, organised by
Leeds Troops Out Movement, . was noisy
but there was no hint of trouble.

It ended with a rally at Leeds Trades
Council club, where a minute’s silence
was observed for the hunger-strikers.
A video film of ‘Curious Journey’,
featuring interviews with veteran repub-
licans and banned from television, was
shown, and the ‘H-Block Song’ was
played.

London

SEVERAL THOUSAND attended a
demonstration in London on Sat-
urday, May 8th, commemorating
the death of Bobby Sands and his
nine comrades. The demonstration,
organised by an ad hoc committee
initiated by the Troops Out Move-
ment, had the twin demands ‘Britain
out of Ireland’ and-‘Self-determin-
ation for the Irish people’.

There was a 500-strong labour move-
ment contingent, with banners from
trades councils, trade union branches
and local Labour Parties. Many Irish and

together with groups from the black
community and Palestinians and Iranians.

. Headed by the Shamrock Flute Band

from Glasgow, the demo had a distinctly
republican flavour.

The rally at the end was chaired by
Ernie Roberts, Labour MP for Hackney
North and Stoke Newington. A big cheer
greeted Owen Carron MP, who said that
Bobby Sands and his comrades had died
not just for the five demands, but for
Irish freedom. He appealed to British
people to build a strong and united Brit-
ish withdrawal movement.

Plaid Cymru MP Dafydd Ellis-Thomas
pointed out that the same British state
machine that was oppressing the Irish
people was also oppressing the black
minority in Britain and people fighting
for sexual liberation and language liber-
ation. He was applauded when he said
that there was nothing to choose between
the pr machine of the Arg
junta and the BBC and IBA, which had
consistently spread disinformation about
Ireland.

Ken Livingstone, leader of the Greater
London Council, was given an enthus-
iastic welcome.

“Socialists believe that a free united
Ireland will make a major contribution
to socialism in Europe and the rest of
the world,” he said. He attacked the
editor of the Sun newspaper as ‘a liar’,
and accused him of mounting a sustained
campaign of racism against both Irish
and black people. He reiterated that if he
had lived in Fermanagh and South Tyrone
he would have worked for and voted for
Bobby Sands, and pledged that he would
continue to support groups working for
British withdrawal and Irish reunification.

British Labour Euro-MP Richard Balfe
called once again for the banning of
plastic bullets. A representative of the
Indian Workers' Association reminded
the audi that British
had butchered thousands of Indians, and
recalled how Irish troops had mutinied
rather than fire on Indian demonstrators.

“There is a long-standing solidarity
between the Irish and the Indianpeoples,”
he said. To epplause, he concluded:
“Those who rule by the gun can be
defeated by the gun.”

Other platform speakers included
Mary Pearson of the Troops Out Move-
ment, Von McLary of the IRSP and Mrs
Hill, mother of Paul Hill, a prisoner In




