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ANYONE who thinks that the United Nations have anything to offer Ireland
or have a role to play in an interim transition to a united Ireland had better
think again. For the UN, to all intents and purposes a supposedly alternative .
forum for resolving territorial disputes other than through military aggression,

is anything but that.

The introduction of UN
forces to lIreland has been
mooted from time to time,
mostly by bankrupt Free State
or nationalist politicians in
dereliction of their duty to
face up to the bold, decisive
steps needed to achieve Irish
independence, namely, an arm-
ed revolutionary struggle back-
ed up by international propa-
ganda explaining the justness
of our cause. That task has
fallen to and has not been
shirked — as has been proved
yet again in recent days — by
the Irish Republican Army.

INTERVENE

It was after the Battle of the
Bogside and the Belfast pogroms
of August 1969 that the then
Free State government’s foreign
affairs minister, Patrick Hillery,
called upon the UN to intervene,
the Brits at that stage vetoing
intervention by falsely declaring the
conflict in the North as an ‘internal
United Kingdom matter’. However,
it may not always be the case that
the Brits will exclude UN involve-
ment from their options and such
involvement — if the attempts at
UN ‘peace-keeping’ throughout the
world are examined — would almost
certainly be to the detriment of Irish
unity and the Irish Republican
Movement.

Despite increased representation,
Third Warld over the last 25 years

. N 7
® UN forces can frustrate the hopes
and aspirations of small nations
all key decisions remain in the hands
of the big powers, particularly the
US government and its Western

., allies., Thus, ,all, motions, passed . ,
from “the emerging. ‘nations.'of the.'.'. bt.' . the '\ UN . Agsanibly' 'or . 'in’ ‘the «

Security Council can be and ,are

ignored by the country singled out
or are vetoed by one of the big
powers (Russia with regard to
Afghanistan for example, and the
us al HR e
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® Mrs Rita McDonnell examines a door frame ripped off by crown forcss during 3
raid last Tuesday

Homes wrecked

BRIT and RUC repression of nationalists in the Twinbrook area
of Belfast continued again this week when two houses were
raided on Tuesday evening, June 15th, causing considerable
| to property and the occupants abused.

y on
Israel).

However, the UN can frustrate
the hopes and aspirations of small
nations and any of the countries
which have experienced UN in-
tervention in this last 20 years have
had their problems postponed and
unresolved, not settled.

United Nations forces in the
Belgian Congo in 1960 were res-
ponsible for the overthrow of the
progressive regime of Patrice Lum-
umba; their presence in Cyprus
did nothing to resolve the divisions
there; their feigned inability and
reluctance to exercise their own
mandate in Namibia against the
South African occupation forces
suits the purpose of Western
imperialism which would like to
see the downfall of the Angolan
government and which South Africa
is trying to destabilise; and now we
have witnessed, on the one hand,
the complete inability of the Unit-
ed Nations soldiers in the Lebanon
(UNIFIL) to protect that country'’s
citizens from Zionist murder while,
on the other hand, UNIFIL has
consistently shot and killed or
arrested and disarmed Palestinian

guerrillas making their way back.

into their own occupied land.

PARTITION

,For these reasons, thoughts of a
‘UNinterention’Jd. the ‘North. as a

replacement for the Brits are a

At around 5 pm six jeeps full of Brits and RUC personnel arrived in
Aspen Walk and went on a rampage of destruction in the McDonnell home,
ripping tiles off the roof, damaging doors and ceilings, tearing the bannister
from the wall and ripping off wallpaper. When Mrs Rita McDonnell protest-
ed to an RUC man she was bluntly told, “You're new here, we have to do
it to all new residents.”

At the height of the destruction the Brits hammered their way through
the attic wall into the house next door belonging to the O’Connell family.
Mr O’Connell and his son, who went up to investigate the hammering, had
bricks thrown at them by the Brits who called them ‘Fenian bastards’. A
‘claims form’ was refused Mr O’Connell by an RUC man who described the
incid. as an ‘accident’. When they pulled out three hours
later the two homes were left in a chaotic condition, one of the RUC men
shouting “Don’t worry, we’ll be back,” a statement regrettably all toa

fatal error of judgement and
would be to perpetuate partition
for another 20 years or more.
While the Brits occupy the North
their presence is seen to be colonial,
whereas (and it may well suit the
Brits in the future) the introduction
of UN forces would confuse the
situation, make it politically dif-
ficult for resistance to be waged
against a multi-racial army and
would almost certainly indefinitely
postpone a resolution of Ireland’s

true to many nationalist families.
=
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sovereign right to national in-

dependence. Monday 2letijune
Republicans, long before the 10.30 am

problem arrives, need to be clear .

about this matter, for this is one Specul Court

of the lessons that the Lebanese Bolton Street end

and  Palestinian . people . . bittarly"’ SUDUBLING

experienced this week,
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THE DELIBERATE i

and discri

of Belfast

Clty Council i in their amtude towards travenmg people triggered

June 8th.

For a number of years now an
average of 30 travelling families,
totalling around 300 people, have
existed in what only can be de-
scribed as unsanitary and unhealthy
conditions with no toilet or washing
facilities and a scarcity of fresh
water. The result has been the steady
accumulation of rubbish, old cars
and scrap. The deterioration of the
site has become inevitable as the
council blatantly refuses to collect
rubbish, clean up the site, provide
proper sanitation, or — what would
seem to be.the obvious solution —
relocate the travellers on a per-
manent site, with facilities, in a
non-residential area.

In spite of the fact that many
local residents are genuinely sym-
pathetic to their plight, neverthe-
less, with no resolution of the
overcrowding and with intolerable
mountains of rubbish and refuse
building up, tension between resi-
dents and the travellers had been
increasing which presented the real
possibility of a physical confront-
ation.

At this stage (several weeks ago)
local republicans were asked by
residents and travellers to inter-
vene and resolve the issue. A
number of meetings were held but
the situation was further aggravat-

d on the

Glen Road in Andersonstown and local resxdams on Tuesday,

ed on Tuesday, June 8th, when
about a dozen families tried to
move on to the Glen Road site
having been forcibly evicted by the
RUC from a non-residential site
on the Boucher Road industrial
zone.

Glen Road residents, alarmed at
what they viewed as yet more
travellers moving on to an already
overcrowded site, blocked the road.
It was at this stage that Sinn Fein
urgently set about the task of
locating an alternative site accept-
able to the travellers. Several pos-
sibilities were investigated and
eventually after negotiations with
the owner, land was obtained on
the Colinglen Road. However, on
Friday night, June 11th, a gang
of men armed with pick-axe handles
arrived on the new camp site and
threatened to ‘burn out’ the famil-
ies, many of whom were afraid to
stay and so slept along the roadside.
They were also unwilling to break
faith with the agreement they gave
to residents on the Glen Road, by
moving back to the old site.

Joe Austin, chairperson of Bel-
fast Sinn Fein, who had been act-
ively involved in the negotiations,
called on the city council to im-
plement the legitimate demands of
the travelling people, saying: “The

~TRAVELLERS AND LOCAL RESIDENTS AT LOGGERHEADS AS COUNCIL SITS BACK=

Andersonstown tension

BY MAEVE ARMSTRONG

: 4
@ This young boy on the Glen Road site knows nothing of th
nts belong and the settled community across the road

long-term solution lies in the hands
of Belfast City Council. The travel-
lers have a genuine grievance which
must be resolved and we demand
that immediate steps be taken by

the council to provide a serviceable
area with proper sanitation and
water facilities for the travellers.

“In the interim Sinn Fein will do
its utmost to resolve the problem at

o dmm-r\u between the travelling community to which his

the Glen Road site but in the long-
term only local councils throughout
the North facing honestly up to
their responsibilities can effectively
resolve this terrible social problem.””

BELFAST FAMIL

Y INTIMIDATED AND THEN SUBJECTED TO OFFICIAL BLACKMAIL

DRIVEN FROM HOSTEL

BY MAEVEARMSTRONG _ |

THE BUREAUCRACY and red
tape of the Northern Ireland
Housing Executive and the
Eastern Health and Social
Services Board has left Mrs
Elizabeth Bradley and her four
children, aged from 4 to 13,
homeless for a second night in
succession after they fled on
Tuesday, June 15th, from Ash-
more Street Hostel (on the
Protestant side of Belfast's
‘peace line’) because of sus-
tained loyalist threats and
intimidation.

Ashmore Street Hostel is mixed
and can accommodate on average
around 10 families, the majority
of which are Catholic, who may
remain there for anything up to
6 months, in some cases without
being housed, although the few
Protestant families are re-allocated
much sooner.

During this interim period be-
fore families are re-allocated they
are placed under the responsibility
of the Shankill Road Housing
Executive Branch instead of their
own (in Mrs Bradley’s case, west
Belfast). They also have to draw
their benefit ' from the Shankill
Road post office, therefore being
placed in the vulnerable situation of
being identified and selected for
loyalist intimidation. Mrs Bradley’s
children had been threatened on
numerous occasions, 13-year-old
Jacqueline being struck by a brick
in May. Mrs Bradley herself was
also . warned' by people. in. nearhv

she could take no more and sought
refuge in Horn Drive Community
Centre in Lenadoon,

Families living in Ashmore Street
Hostel are referred there by the
social services until they can be re-
allocated to alternative housing by
the Housing Executive. But the
catch lies in the Housing Execut-
ive’s interpretation of what is, or is
not, a high priority case. In Mrs
Bradley’s case, when she left her
Tullymore home 6 weeks ago
(for health reasons) she should
have automatically been prioritised
as ‘Al-status’ under the Housing
Executive’s selection scheme be-
cause a) she was homelarss and b)
she was in an gency

of her four children, 13-

line (/eft) and 4-year-old LI

Drive Community Centre

houses, “Bradley, there is a bullet
marked for you.” It was at this

| ® Ashmore Street Hostel, situated on the Protestant slda of Belfast’s ‘peace line’

However, the Housing Executive
placed her in ‘Category-B’ because,
being allocated by the social ser-
vices to Ashmore Street Hostel,
they subsequently classified her as
‘having a roof over her head’.

On Tuesday afternoon accomp-
anied by several welfare workars
from the Horn Drive Ci

ation. Another catch for those
requiring ‘Al-status’ is that a
social worker’s report must be

submitted to the Housing Execut-
ive to support the person’s case,
a requirement which too often
falls by the wayside and therefore
creates further delays in housing
allocation. Only after tremendous
pressure from .welfare workers was
Mrs Bradley’s report produced.

Another Catholic family from
Ashmore Hostel, Mrs Phyllis Rules
and her two children, also left on
Tuesday. But Mrs Rules was told
by the warden in the hostel that if
she didn’t return she would lose
the points she already had and
would therefore have to begin the
process again. Although untrue, this
threat is nevertheless used as an
effective form of blackmail to
keep distressed families ‘in line’.
Mrs Rules, like Mrs Bradley, is
determined to hold out until she
is placed under ‘At-status’ and
Je-housed, not simply moved from
one hostel to another or from one
bed and breakfast to another.

In a statement Belfast Sinn
Fein spokesperson, Richard Mc-
Auley, called on the Housing
Executive and social services to
take prompt action saying, “they
have Poth ‘adopted an inflexible

Centre, Mrs Bradley staged a sn—m
in me Housing Executive offices.
They eventually got speaking to a
Housing Executive official called
‘Mr Cameron’, who assured her she
would be placed under ‘A1-status’
and made an appointment for her
on Wednesday. That mornmg, how-
ever, Mrs Eradlev s

and attitude to Mrs
Bradleys plight, Alﬂmugh such
would lly rate

an emergency ‘A1’ classification, in
this instance both have dragged
their feet abominably. It is obvious
that Ashmore Street Hostel pre-
sents particular problems for Cath-
:J'I’lc fanulles and what is needed is

in west Belfast of

.stage’ on’ Tuedsay that’she decided

was lled- without any:. qxplan—

« a hostel for homeless familjes.”, . -

"




enemy personnel
wasted man-hours.

_Hours when otherwise they
might have been able to go
about their normal business of
brutalising and repressing the
nationalist people.

yet

BELFAST
BOMB ATTACKS

The IRA in Belfast carried
out a successful co-ordinated
series of bomb attacks through
the city last Thursday, June
10th, causing serious damage
to a city centre restaurant
and two buses and tying
down British army and RUC
personnel for several hours.

During one of these attacks
a civilian bus driver was
regrettably injured, -suffering
body burns from an incendiary
device, although his condition
in hospital was described as
‘satisfactory’. Hisinjuries, how-
ever, though an unfortunate
consequence of this IRA oper-
ation, were directly attrib-
utable to the negligence of
the RUC and the incompetence
of one city centre security
employee.

The first of the explosions
took place at the Piccolo
restaurant in Wellington Street
where an incendiary device
had been planted and a
warning phoned. The area was
cleared and there were no
casualties when the bomb
detonated, causing fire damage
to the restaurant.

Across the city in west Bel-
fast, three IRA Volunteers
commandeered a Citybusin the
Ladybrook estate, placing it
with a bomb on board under
the M1 bridge at Finaghy
Road North. The motorway
had to be closed. for-a time
and severe damage was caused
to overhead telephone cables
connecting Belfast and Lisburn
when the bomb detonated.

Again in the city centre,
part of a main shopping
thoroughfare in Royal Avenue
had to be cleared for over
three hours during the after-
noon while British army bomb
disposal men struggled to de-
fuse a bomb placed in a waste
bin outside a jeweller’s shop.
A warning had been phoned
about the bomb and there
was no risk to civilians.

The only civilian injury
incurred during the day’s
series of IRA operations came
when an incendiary bomb on
board a Citybus travelling
down the Shankill Road
towards ' the city centre -det-

again for hundreds of

onated, injuring the driver of
the bus. 4

The circumstances leading
to this injury are as follows.
IRA Volunteers planted the
bomb on a bus operating
on a circular route between
the loyalist  Silverstream
district and the city centre.
The bomb was placed on the
upper deck of the bus at the
rear, and immediately after-
wards a bomb warning was
phoned. This warning, at
1.03 pm, gave the registration
number and fleet number of
the bus, the route it was
operating on, and the fact that
it was then approaching the
city centre security gates and
would detonate in 45 minutes.

Incredibly, at the security
gates, when a security em-
ployee boarded the bus and
located the bomb, he ‘mis-
took’ it for an item of lost
property and handed it to
the bus driver who placed it
behind his seat. This, of
course, was a ludicrous thing
to do, for a searcher trained
to regard any unclaimed article
as ‘suspicious’.

What the RUC did to

@ The devastated Citybus on Finaghy
Road North, Belfast, last Thursday
find the bus over the next
40 minutes is anybody's guess,
but it continued unhindered
on its scheduled route to
Silverstream, and it was only
on its return trip to the city
centre along the Shankill Road,
as the bus reached the Bellevue
Street junction, that the bomb
detonated, injuring the driver.
and shocking several passengers
on board. Undoubtedly, the
calmness of the driver, in
nonetheless keeping the bus
under control and bringing it
to a halt, prevented the risk
of further civilian casualties.

The responsibility for these,
however, as with the driver’s
injuries, would have rested
firmly with the RUC.

RUC MAN KILLED
The RUC in Derry are no
doubt feeling less than well-

disposed ' to. the ‘British ‘army
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after being called in by them
to investigate a ‘stolen” horde
of electrical goods in a Shan-
tallow garage. A television set
among the goods had been
skilfully booby-trapped by
Volunteers of the Derry
Brigade IRA and detonated
when it was moved, killing
one RUC man outright and
injuring two others.

The explosion, which de-
molished the garage, came
around 8 am last Friday,
June 11th, several hours after
British troops had commenced
an intensive search of garages
and sheds in the Carranbane
Walk area of the Shantallow
estate. During this operation,
after kicking in the door
of one garage, they found a
number of electrical goods,
including the television, and
thinking they were  stolen
called in the RUC.

The RUC man who died
instantly as he moved the
television set was a 24-year-
old man from Portstewart
who joined the RUC in
1977 and was a detective
constable based at Strand
Road barracks in Derry.

Seriously injured was a
21-year-old RUC man who
underwent emergency surgery
soon after in Altnagelvin
hospital in Derry, but who

remained in a critical con-
dition. A third RUC man was
also injured, though not
critically.

In a subsequent supplied
statement claiming responsib-
ility for the ambush, Derry
Brigade emphasised that they
had kept the garage under con-
tinual surveillance and ensured
that there was no danger to

civilians in . the area. '

..War News... War News...War News... War News...

IRA ATTAGKS

AFTER a recent apparent short lull in the level
of IRA military activity, this week has seen the
IRA bounce back with a major series of successful
attacks which have taken the lives of one RUC
man and one UDR soldier, caused commercial
damage in Belfast city centre, and tied down

@ The scene following last Friday’s skitful booby-trap which killed an RUC man in Derry

Commenting also on the
not surprisingly well-publicised
condemnation of the attack
by one local man, who also
criticised the unsympathetic
response of local youths to the
injured -RUC men, Derry
Brigade pointed out that this
individual was a known
sympathiser of the Sticks and
did not represent the hostil-
ity felt by most people in the
area to the RUC.

In a further IRA attack the
next day, Saturday, June 12th,
Derry Volunteers planted a
bomb in the early morning
on the first floor of the
Provident insurance building
in Strand Road. It detonated
at 2.30 am causing fire damage
to the premises.

BOMB DEFUSED

A sophisticated 350 |bs
IRA bomb, planted in the
Clonalig townland of Cross-
maglen, was eventually made
safe last Saturday, June 12th,
after a British army bomb
disposal team carried out a
series of controlled explosions
on it.

The bomb, concealed in a
wall running close to the main
Dublin-Derry Road, was dis-
covered only after a major
Brit ground and aerial search
of the surrounding area during
the day. Huge numbers of
British troops were kept oc-
cupied in the search after
being flown into the area
by helicopter.

Had the bomb been det-
onated, it would almost cer-
tainly have claimed the lives
of several British soldiers.

UDR SOLDIER
SHOT DEAD
Tyrone Brigade |RA success-

fully ambushed. and shot dead
a 39-year-old UDR soldier
in the centre of the west
Tyrone town of Strabane last’
Tuesday, June 15th. He was
the second member of the
crown forces to be killed by
the IRA in the space of five
days.

The attack took place short-
ly after 1 pm in the town’s
Lower Main Street as the
soldier walked to his parked
car. As he opened the car
door an IRA active service
unit drove up alongside and
opened fire. Four shots were
fired, and the soldier, who
lived ‘at Artigarvan just out-
side Strabane and who joined
the UDR 4% vyears ago,
died almost instantly.

Within minutes of the am-
bush Brits and RUC sealed off
the area and intensified vehicle
checks at the Tyrone/Donegal
border crossing half a mile
away, but the IRA Volunteers
nonetheless returned safely to
base.

SHOOTING ATTACK

A Volunteer in an IRA
active service unit fired asingle
shot at a two-jeep Brit mobile
patrol in west Belfast last Fri-
day night, June 11th, which
may have resulted in a British
army casualty.

The planned ambush took
place at around 7 pm as the
Brit patrol reached the junction
of Shaws Road and the top
of Andersonstown Road. In an
intensive follow-up operation,
which the republican personnel
safely eluded, some of the
Brits told local people thatone
of their men had been hit,
though the IRA has made no
comment on this admission. *
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ondin
struggle

THE workers' action group at the
closed-down Clondalkin Paper Mills in
south County Dublin have sccused the
Fianna Fail government of having aband-
oned ts repeated commitment to re-
open the factory. where 458 workers
were laid off four months ago.

In both the February general election
and the recent Dublin West by-election
Fianna Falil gave pledges of a renewal of
production at Clondalkin, and the re-
opening is also part of th regory deal’
by which the independent inner city
deputy agreed to put Fianna Fail into
office,

Last week the action group was in-
formed that the Free State Department
of Industry would possibly take over the
mills, although only temporarily, but
that only one machine would be put Into
production, providing a mere 50 jobs.

A written commitment given by the
Fianna Fall minister responsible, Albert
Reynolds, to the Irish Congress of Trade
Unions to re-open the mill by June
9th, has now been replaced with a vague
date, perhaps September,

The department are claiming that a
survey it had commissioned showed th:
‘the weak state of the Irish paper market’
makes a largescale operation at Clon-
dalkin unviable In answer, the action
group say that their own initial enquiries
in the Dublin area had produced an
enthusiastic response from potential
customers. Indeed, the public service
itself is by far the largest paper user in
the twenty-six counties.

The Clondalkin Paper Mills workers
have their d ination to

ISRAEL’S REAL INTENTIONS EMERGE

Battle for the Lebanon

[ svseawmaceenwy |

AN THE first 10 days of the Israeli invasion into Lebanon,

aimed at the elirhi o

the

people, 10,000

f P
people have been killed and over 600,000 people have been
forced to flee their homes, which in thousands of cases were

already refugee camps.
Since the beginning of the
Israeli offensive their real i i

barrage of attacks against fierce
Pal : .

have clearly emerged, sweeping aside
the pretext in the early days that
there was a limited objective in
the invasion: to push the Palestinian
forces in southern Lebanon back
25 miles to create a massive buffer
zone on the northern Israeli border.

Within a week the Zionist
advance was within five miles of
Beirut and had begun an encircl-
ing movement to entrap the Pal-
estinian forces.

The Syrian action against the
Israelis, confined to air strikes
and the use of its artillery batteries
in Lebanon (and not involving
to ahy major extent the 30,000
Syrian troops in Lebanon), paused,
for an as yet unknown period,
on Saturday, June 12th, in response
to the Israelis’ conditional cease-
fire.

Since then Israeli attention has
been focused lusively on the

Large-scale battles have also
been reported around Sidon in
southern Lebanon and at Schweifat,
one mile south of Beirut airport.

BACKING

The backing of the United
States for Israel — to the tune of
$3 billion annually and with a special
$1.7 billion military aid package
recently — has put the conflict
into the area of a possible world
holocaust with the Russian govern-
ment showing increasing impatience
and warning that it would support
the Arab world ‘not in words
but in deeds’.

The inability of the United
Nations forces in the Lebanon to
play any effective role against the
Israeli attacks reveals them, includ-
ing the 720 Free State soldiers in-
volved, as having been merely

destruction of the Palestinian
presence in the country with the

continue their battle to retain the only
Ppaper-making mill in Ireland. A state-
ment from the branch secretary of the
FWUI at the factory, issued this week,
ends with the words: “The mill will
re-open, because we have the will power
to see that it opens.”

Belleek

workers
wait

THE fate of 210 pottery workers’ jobs
in Belleek, County Fermanagh, rests on a
commitment given by British industry
and commerce minister in the North,
Adam Butler, which he gave to Owen
Carron, MP for the area, when he and a
delegation of workers met Butler in
Belfast on Monday, June 14th.

Butler indicated that there would
be ‘considerable financial aid available’
to the plant, an amount speculated at
being around the £1 million mark.

Following Monday’s meeting (im-
mediately after which the RUC stopped
and questioned the departing delegation)
Owen Carron called on the management
at Belleek pottery to present the workers
with a re-start date as soon as possible,
adding: “Many families may face hard-
ship if this issue is not resolved in the
immediate future,”

Remember
Soweto!

THE Foreign Affairs Bureau of Sinn
Fein issued a statement last Wednes-
day, June 16th, to coincide with the»
sixth anniversary of the Soweto up-
rising in South Africa. The

objective of a puppet-

* government controlling Lebanon

on its behalf.

Early this week, the Israelis
entered the Christian sector of
east Beirut and moved into positions
around the Palestinian stronghold
in the west of the city. Both the
Israelis and their right-wing Christian

Lebanese allies have since kept up a

for the Israelis (by
killing Palestinians moving through
their lines into occupied Palestine),
and ultimately the United States,
in the Middle East since they
arrived there in 1978. X

The emptiness of United Nations
resolutions and the absence of the
united outery and sanctions which
marked the Argentinian entry into
the Falklands/Malvinas tells its own
story too.

Ironically, for the Jewish sense

& £
[ | BN !

and destruction in its wake

of history, the pretext for the in-
vasion in the shooting of Israeli
ambassador Argov in London has
a precursor just 40 years ago when
3,000 Polish Jews were murdered
by the Nazis in revenge for the
shooting dead of a general-by the
Polish underground.

The morals of genocidal regimes
certainly cross the boundaries of
race, creed and colour, as does the
resistance of oppressed peoples.
George Habash, leader of the
Popular Front for the Liberation
of Palestine, evoking memories of
Nazi Germany'’s invasion of Russia
and the resistance by its people,
declared: “We will tum west Beirut
into a new Stalingrad.”

@ An Israeli column moves along the coast towards Beirut leaving a trail o

VIOLENCE TRIUMPHANT IN FALKLANDS/MALVINAS

Learning the lessons

| svkevivsuake ]

BRITISH jingoism achieved its V-F on
Tuesday this week — victory in the
Falklands day — re-establishing its col-
onial rule over its distant piece of empire
with blood-engorged euphoria surround-
ing a jubilant British premier Margaret
Thatcher.

The cost of regaining possession of the
Falklands/Malvinas islands and their 1,800 col-
onial settlers — ignoring any further costs in
retaining possession in the years ahead — has
only begun to be quantified. But each settler
has been matched by at least one corpse on the
British or Argentinian side, by two injured, and
by five or six immediate relatives suffering
bereavement.

said that Sinn Fein salutes “the memory
of those, our brothers and sisters,
murdered by the racist South African
regime in Soweto on June 16th, 1976,

“The brutal massacre of black
school students, and the eventual murder
of over 600 people in the ensuing
period, proved to the world that the
South African regime’s strategy to
maintain their racist power Is a strategy
of genocide.

“Even now the regime is bent on
provoking more bloody confrontation,
by the arrest of 250 people at 8 memorial
service in Soweto for the former union
leader Joseph Mavi, tragically killed in
a car bomb explosion.

“The Irish people, who have suffered
generations of repression as a direct
result of British colonialism stand In
unity with their African comrades in
, their determination to overthrow the,
s aparthield ‘regiime,” the' stateniént'con+'
Y cluded.® "% 1~ F AR s s

This isfi of Thatcher's intransigent
pride in human misery is matched, in early
estimates, by a staggering £2 million per Falk-
lander, as the cost of operations by both sides
so far — a measure of what the British war has
not been about.

The Falklanders can now be returned to the
economic bondage of the Falkland Islands
Company, can have their civilian governor
restored to rule them, can welcome a new
military governor as well, can share their island
indefinitely with an armed garrison which will
outnumber them by at least two to one, and
will remain, as before, without any rights to
British citizenship.

Before the year is out they may even be
allowed to elect a new parish council. Thus is
democracy restored.

FUTURE
...A. variety , of ,options have been suggested
for the future of the islands, including self-

@ The Argentinian governor of the Malvinas, Men-
endez, is reported to be seeking esylum, but who
do-l\c'nrmwntholﬂnmnn—thllunhnr
the people?

Nations protectorate. But the eventual inability
of artificially-created states to survive is an
historical inevitability which leaves Britain
faced with the crippling burden of lengthy
military occupation or the equally embarrass-

ing choice,of, at some future date, 3llqwing the.
Malvinas tp ATt )

government or_the establishment of a United _

Officially the Argentinian junta are. still

‘carrying on the fight', but in reality appear to
be facing the last days of their spell in power.

The Argentinian army, long the major, and
brutal, power in Argentinian politics has lost
its authority in the taunts and jeers of thous-
ands of people on the streets of Buenos Aires
as the news of defeat on Tuesday night became
known, in scenes which suddenly switched
back to pre-Malvinas days as tear-gas and batons
appeared once again.

e weakness of the army commanders —
compared witheringly in Argentina with the
outstanding heroism of air force pilots — has
revealed them as unable to find the courage
to face any threat greater than that presented
by the thousands of unarmed fellow citizens
they have slaughtered in recent years.

Many of the senior army officers may well
welcpme the announcement by Thatcher that
she is holding them as hostages until the final
and total surrender of Argentina. Indeed,
Ggr)eral Mario  Menendez, the Argentinian
military governor of the Malvinas is already
reported to have sought from the British a

transfer to any other country than his native
one,

THIRD WORLD

£ Also learning a lesson from the Malvinas
dlsafter are the other Third World countries,
particularly in Latin America. Events have
shown clearly that the benefits paraded by
right-wing autocratic rulers of pandering to the
Western nations, the United States in particular,
are always going to be secondary to the inter-
ests of the white, Anglo-Saxon wealthy powers.
Thosa Powers themselves are equally aware
of this ‘side-effect’ and ‘magnanimity in victory’
Will be the order of the day if those defeated
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JOHN CARROLL, aged 30 years, from
Elrr, Cquntv Offaly, was released from
e:r:'l“p.lz.t:.d péinon last month having
eal
Sy years as a republican
Shortly after his release
he spoke to Maire de Barra
of An Phoblacht/Repub-
lican News about condit-
lons within the jail and
the discontent of the ro-
publican prisoners thero
with a number of outstand-
ing grievances, in particular,
thevisiting conditions, con-
tinuing strip-searches and
restricted educational and
recreational facilities.

® JOHN
CARROLL

Q. Over the years many concessions have
been won by the republican prisoners in

Portlaoise, are the
ficulties?

A. The men inside are getting increasingly
discontented with the visiting situation,
While there are no difficulties in getting
visits, the conditions suffered by both prison-
ers and relatives are absolutely atrocious.

The relatives, having passed through five
gates, which are locked after them, are
searched and brought into a visiting box
which is a pre-fab hut. There they are separ-
ated from the prisoner by two wire grilles
about 6 inches apart and a sheet of perspex.
A Screw sits within earshot and listens to
every word.

The grilles have a dazzling effect making
nor_mal conversation very difficult, but the
major complaint is the fact that there is no
physical contact whatsoever between prison-
ers and relatives, which is very frustrating,
particularly for those with young families.
A sort of strangeness grows between the men

. and their families.

The authorities say that this is because of
the security risk but this is pure nonsense.
Visits are so closely supervised that nothing
could possibly escape them. They use ‘secur-
ity’ as an excuse for everything.

Q. Is strip-searching still going on?
A. Five or six men are picked four morn-
ings of every week. Up to five Screws go into
a cell and strip-search one prisoner. At the
least sign of resistance the prisoner is beaten
to the floor and forcibly stripped.

On one occasion a prisoner was set upon
and beaten with a baton by the chief Screw.

Resistance can also lead to solitary con-
finement. This means the prisoner is sent to
one of the five punishment cells, which are

any outstanding dif-

Discontent
in Portiaoise

BY MAIRE DE BARRA

double-height so you cannot see through the
windows.

No letters and no visits can be received
and nothing can be bought from the tuck
shop. Exercise is only allowed for half-hour
periods and only at times when the others
are locked up. There’s complete isolation for
the full month,

Q. Recreation is an essential part of any
prisoner’s life. How adequate are the facilit-
ies at present?

A. There are 120 republican prisoners at the

® In Portiaoise the ridiculous situation occurs where 20-30 non-republicans are grantsd the use of the
largest exercise area whilst the 120 republican prisoners are restricted to the smaller yard

moment and they cannot all exercise to-
gether at any time. The yard is quite small —
85 prisoners are allowed to exercise at the
one time but it’s so cramped it’s like a crowd
coming out of a hurling match.

There is another bigger yard which is
used by the 25 to 30 non-republican prison-
ers but this has not been made available.
Q. What | facilities are availabl
the jail?

A. There have been a lot of improvements in
this area but there is still much to be desired.

(F/RSTSHOTS IN GALWAY EAST BY-ELECTION-

Cutting the turf industry

The only exams the men can take are Inter
and Leaving cert and ‘O’ and ‘A’ Levels. No
correspondence courses are permitted for
higher courses and no lecturers are allowed
in.

The reason given s ‘security’, but it's
really because they couldn’t be bothered
censoring all the stuff.

Q. What Is the sttitude towards the Irish
language.

A. On the part of the prison authorities it's
one of indifferencs.

We recently set up a Gaeltacht wing In
the prison which meant a complete change-
over of cells. Irish has made great progress in
the jail over the last few years and between
50 and 60 are now attending classes.

On the Gaeltacht landing, which contains
20 men, only Irish is spoken. During assoc-
iation any language may be spoken. No
pressure is applied to anyone and this is
probably one of the reasons why it has made
such great headway.

When | went in | hadnt a word of Irish
and now | speak it fairly fluently.

Q. How is health affected by present prison
conditions?

A. There are men inside who are not by any
means young. One or two have had severe
heart-attacks quite recently. These men
should not be in jail at all. It’s seriously
affecting their health.

The prison doctor can be seen without
any bother. His standard cure for every-
thing is Roche 5 (valium). But if injuries or
illness occur during recreation or at night it
can be hours before they are attended to.

Q. Some people might be of the opinion
that if warders are treated well they will
treat the prisoners well. What is your ex-
perience of this?

A. The republican prisoners do not com-
municate with the Screws in that way, the
0/C makes all representations on their
behalf.

The Screw who is acting good guy today
will come along tomorrow and beat you
senseless. -

Q. What is the prisoners’ morale like at
present?

A. The war keeps the men going and they
feel very much a part of it During the
hunger-strike it was frustrating to think that
there was so little we could do, but now
there is great unity amongst the men and
morale is high.

For my own part, | can only say that
prison life has made me a more politicised
and a more determined republican. | know
we are right and some day we will win.

east Galway.

[ sy oeamor wneLan ‘ T

A PROJECTED multi-million pound peat briquette factory
at Derryfadda, near Ballyforan, County Roscommon, may
now turn out to be a much more modest affair than was
originally expected by the people of south Roscommon and

This follows a recent review by
Bord na Mona of its bog develop-
ment plans as a result of the
Dublin government’s failure to
supply them with adequate capital
investment funds this year.

The new factory, as originally
mooted In 1979, was to have been
built in two phases with a capital In-
jection of £36.8 million in all. Product-
ive capacity was to re 260,000
tonnes of turf per annum and up to
200 people were to be employed.

Under the revised plans, however,
the capital injection will be £20 million,
capacity 140,000 tonnes per year and
only 110 new jobs will be created.

Bord na Mona's decision h
duced considerable anger in the area.

A meeting of Roscommon County
Council three weeks ago senta strongly-
worded resolution to Albert Reynolds,
Fianna Fail’s Minister for Industry and
Energy, calling on him to provide the
capital allocation needed to begin work
on the new plant. And 60 of the 166
workers at the existing Derryfadda
plant met on May 31st to set up an
action committee to campaign on the

0-

.

The 10-man committes, which re-
presents all the uniong on the_existing
plant, hes so far met both the,manage-

" the,manage-
" ant ‘dnd thé “dirdetors’ of “Bdrtd® na* * 'uP

Mona,

A meeting has been arranged for
next Monday, June 21st, in Ballyroan,
to lobby local politiciens from Ros-
‘common and Galway. The sudden death
of Fianna Fail's East Galway deputy,
John Callenan and the impending by-
election now throws the issue into the
area of election promises, for what that

@ The Derryfadda p

new Importance In the run-up to the

Wterfrd
closure

WATERFORD generally is one of the
|hardest hit areas for unemployment st

the moment. Last year's increase of
26% in jobless figures for the south-east
region were the highest in the twenty-|
six countles.

Adding to the misery is the closure,
flannounced for July 30th, of the Quigley
Magnesite plant at Dungarvan, County
Waterford, with the loss of 140 more

is worth, t works may take ol
The action committee points out Impending by-slection but the local people will require more than empty promises
that have al- - = <

ready failed to deliver on hard promises
made in relstion to the new factory and
they are looking initially for answers to
how the capital allocation will be
provided, whether IDA grant assistance
will be availsble and also what the
position will be of the present work-
force, which Is 20% down on last year
and has seen seasonal work and over-
time disappear.

Pat Barrett, a spokesperson for the
committee, says that, despite the
current fears, he Is optimistic that
their campaign would be successful. He
believes that the credibility of all local
politicians is very much at stake, and
widely seen to be so.

Also at stake is the much-vaunted
‘priority’ the Fianna Fail government
is supposedly giving to dealing with
‘unemployment. Althougth the semi:

! state
‘for the purpose, a plentful
e Ak Gy Ay

Seataeer

mi-
ord ha Mona'was specifically set’ ' and ‘expa
fnaturel "« essary finan;

21 W

2 s

resource like

developed and vxhlt could be a thriving
nding ‘industry Is ‘denied nec:"*
R ey g

turf

remains under-

Meanwhlle, in keeping with EEC

regulations, German briquettes are act-

ually ‘being Imported Into the twenty-
i MR

jobs. A plant belonging to the same
company at Bennetsbridge, County Kil-
kenny, employing 17 people closed last
Friday, June 11th.

Quigley Magnesite is a division of the
US-based Pfizer Chemicals and opened
in 1970. Raw magnesite, obtained at
llBennetsbridge, was transported by a
speclal CIE-bullt rail-link to Dungarvan
where it was refined and passed on to
Cork for further processing and export.

Pfizer say that increased fuel costs
have made the project too expensive and
have refused so far to substitute any
other of their chemical processing inter-
ests at the plant or to make the site avail-
able to the IDA in the hope of attracting
alternative industry.

West Waterford has suffered several
such blows since the closure of Cappoquin i
Bacon two years ago with the loss of
about 200 jobs, followed by substantial
reductigns at Tinley's cement. works (n
Lismore at Dungarvan Leath

ENAN)
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ONLY in very recent months have officials
in Free State government departments,
the Eastern Health Board and the garda
begun to admit that a severe problem exists
in the spread of drug addiction, particularly
in Dublin.

The use of heroin — the killer drug which
/s the most addictive and dangerous of those

available — has been reaching epidemic
proportions with users even among pre-
teenagers.

AP/RN reporter Siobhan O’Malley has

been examining this relatively new phen-
omenon among Irish youth and reports on
the ease with which drugs are available, the
dangers involved, the lack of a realistic
official response and the inadequacy of
treatment for addicts.

L BY SIOBHAN O'MALLEY

Her customers are, in fact, young drug addicts who are
‘laid on’ with £10 ‘bags’ of heroin to be paid for at the end of
the week. Some of her more-established callers, whose
tolerance and addiction has increased, have to find as much
as £80 per day to support their habit.

If any creditor defaults, the
heavies are called in and very few
of the young people who are
‘laid on’ have dared to chance not
paying up. Since most of them are
not working the cash is generally
raised by theft.

This young housewife is one of
five known drug-pushers in that
particular area and one of scores
at work in Dublin. They each are

supplying scores of customers in
what, only in very recent months,
has become publicly acknow-
ledged as a problem of crisis pro-
portions in Dublin and spreading

quickly throughout the twenty-
six counties in both urban and
rural areas.

AVAILABLE

The drugs involved range from
the ‘soft’ stuff, like marijuana,
through cough bottles, glues, pol-
ishes and barbiturates, to the
more dangerous pain-killers such
as palfium and diconal and on to
the hard drugs like cocaine and
the certain killer, heroin. Of all
the drugs, heroin is the most
highly addictive, most physically
damaging and now most easily

IN a south Dublin suburb of small cramped. corporation
housqs a young housewife runs an unusual credit service,
marking down the details of the purchases she is owed for in
a child’s exercise book as though for tea-bags or sugar.

available narcotic drug in Dublin.

Its users are getting younger
with even 12-year-olds known to
be addicted and, in many areas,
most young people coming into
contact in some way with the
drug in their early teens — at the
very least knowing where it is
available,

Although the abuse of drugs
is not peculiar to one class alone,
nevertheless the majority of her-
oin users — just as the majority
of glue-sniffers and pill-poppers —
are young, working-class, unem-
ployed males. The most common
reasons given for starting on drugs
are: ‘nothing to do’; ‘no job or
hope of getting one’; ‘no future’;
‘it makes you forget’; ‘for a while
everything seems great’.

The ‘soft’ drug marijuana, also

known as cannabis, hash, dope or
smoke, is undoubtedly the most
popular. Its advocates claim it is
not physically addictive and not
as damaging as tobacco or alcohol
— there is medical evidence to
disagree with these claims.

HEROIN

But the most dangerous thing
about hash is that the supplier will
almost always be also trading in
heroin and cocaine and because
they are easier to transport, and
yield much bigger profits, they
will do anything to induce the
young buyer to go on to the hard
drugs instead, even giving ‘free
samples’ to begin with, to create
the need for it.

Nobody will disagree that not

Most usually heroin, which
comes in powdered form, is inject-
ed, although it can be sniffed or
taken orally. ‘Skin-popping’ In-
volves Injecting the drug under
the skin but not into a vein, The
full effect, however, Is got by
direct injection straight into a
vein. Not only does this speed up
the effects, it also speeds up the
body’s tolerance to the drug so
that larger and larger doses are
required to obtain the same
result.

HEPATITIS

Apart from the damage done
to the body by the drug itself,
there are side-effect dangers such
as hepatitis or abscesses on the
skin or bones resulting from dirty
and unsterilised needles. There is
also the common risk of impurit-
ies or poison being mixed with the
heroin powder — two young people
have died in Dublin after injecting
strychnine which they had bought
in a pub as heroin.

But the dangers of heroin do
not stop there, In December
1981, a doctor from the Coombe
Maternity Hospital, addressing the
Junior Irish Paediatric Associat-
ion, told of 17 babies born in
Dublin to addicted mothers, whose
average age was 20 years. Six of
the babies had to be treated for
withdrawal symptoms.

report from the Eastern
Health Board cites drug addiction
as an i ing factor in the bat-

only is heroin highly add| but
it is also a killer. A derivative of
the opium poppy plant it is not
used for medical purposes in
Ireland and is imported secretly
o be sold on the street. Its street
value is about £140 per gram.

tering and neglect of young child-
ren. In one case, where a 13-
month-old boy was killed by his
father, the father admitted in
court that his addiction to heroin
and morphine was a definite con-

Preserve of yokie
number of L
growing —

sional peopls gnde:
tranquilisers, wtj-de
sleeping numi

circles about §e o
of drugs by dagors.

You're talking crap,
but it sounds great’

g in two i dfte

; ) 5 SO > Ko “He was injecting again t0 O S,
g : ives i orking- started skin-popping (injecting, but not ted it at e th
JOHN is 19 and !'V“H.'"s:o?y is ng; into a vein). It got that I couldn’t get up  he got out. He ;,’:;’;t“f,’,’ i, He sy

. class area of Dublin. faty but illus.  for work, I lost intarest though | loved my  rest of us pu body to tell hin W& €

of the shock/horror variety job before. | just stopped going. We were  waited for somebo Jing hin A h

|
tes rather the everyday casua
::proach to drugs among young

people.

Clearly the inherent problems of adq!—
escence, as well as social and economic
Iacmrs' contribute to the drug problem,
but there is also a very ccns.ldel:able' de‘g‘;ree
of personal choice in )

hn is only unusual in that he is one O
!haJ:mr;llgpercenme of drug addicts who
manage to get off heroin on thelrown.

“I used to smoke a lot of hash (mari-
juana) and my mate started to 'deal AI:I
draw (marijuana) because he wasn't wow;' -
ing. | was working then. The people who
su;;pllad him with the draw were pummg
smack (heroin) and cocaine as well. That's

rted.
havxla;'r :rms began sniffing heroin nnd'l
tried it, just to see what it’s like. We'd
sniff about twice a week say, then we

do, now it’s the smack te ]

to have three or four hitsa daay,.“d o

. “After he got st)ck“we :tl R p o

the works (syringel '8

and not passing the ""d,',;',ﬁ ﬁ i

that wore off and we went e sl
the same one after a while. o

cleaning them by spitting in e ker

t 4P,

making £40 to £50 each night just driving
the draw around so | didn’t worry about
money.

“| didn’t start injecting for a while,
long after all my mates were doing it, but
they kept saying ‘come on, try it’, so | did.

“When you get the hit you think you
are body, you have great conversat-
ions, you sort out the world. You're really
talking crap, but it sounds great. ; 1d get %

“I wouldn’t have started injecting only  be in a cold sweat. Iw‘/l,m ot tch
| was fed up after | stopped working and  sometimes and 1'd Y ¢ my Mo ¢
my girl left me — that had a lot to do with  jt’, but I’d go out, ”'.Z’umm

it. | never thought I'd get addicted, none of  they‘d have some and |
us did. Or maybe we didn‘t care, “We'd been friends !orbozl 1get
“| got a few scares. Two of my mates we were kids we'd 9on° ‘ro gt 8.
got really sick; one of them got hepatitis Now everything was "f;‘ about sk,
from a dirty needle and he was in hospital  did nothing else but 8% 0ot
for weeks. They told him his liver was enough money for "; in Y
body. o

jtat
“At first | only hada hit?
but then by Monday | couldn *%

damaged, that he’d be dead in a year if he couldn’t let your ™
didn’t stop. anymore, we’d rob any'

®, Herain smoking: the heroin is burnt in tin foil and the smoke inhaled —
often through a ralled pound.note %
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Officlal action to stop the

Importation and distribution of
drugs has, at best, been patchy.

For about 15 years, long
before Ireland was a good sales
area, the country has been used as
a clearing house for drugs on their
way to England and the rest of b
Europe. Factories manufacturing *
narcotics and remote farms grow-
ing large crops of marijuana are
not unknown,

Garda action has been fairly
low against the suppliers and
pushers, increasing somewhat in
more recent months as public
concern becomes louder. In Sep- b
tember 1981, £4.4 millions worth
of cannabis was seized in one
swoop by gardai at Dublin docks.
In February this year £300,000
worth of heroin was netted in
a raid in Ballymun. Several

- other hauls, mostly of cannabls,
have been made by gardal more
recently.

LAY-OFF

On the other hand, however,
very few people have actually
been charged in connection with
these seizures. Most of the few
who have appeared in court have
been allowed out when the case
against therm strangely collapses.

The names of Dublin’s main
drug importers and pushers are
widely-known, comprising in fact
one well-established criminal fam-
ily. But they have friends in very
high places. During the period of
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the last Coalition government a
very senior politician complained
to the gardai of their ‘harassment’
of this particular family and urged
them to lay-off. The gardai laid
off,

THE ONLY centre for the
physical treatment of drug
addiction in the twenty-six
counties is the Jervis Street
Drug Advisory and Treat-
ment Centre in Dublin.

It is staffed by a handful
of doctors, three social work-
ers, a couple of nurses, one
psychologist and a reception-

o king ist, all working in a pre-

: % ther mate who'd been ta 5
s after ’The'n ai;r;sv pethidine and pep pills, all fabricated h:t a_m]chad to
st the loads Of PE B0 LT fit. It had affected | Jervis Street Hospital.
alWays  sorts o{ il himself away voluntarily Getting off heroin is a painful
g o his braln: 7; pu;ra/ he got such a fright. experience. Drug users, by intro-
Hehas  in a mental hospltal, stop by now. My ducing a synthetic opiate into their

g “| really wanted t0 STF W "0 tas | system, destroy the ability of the
leaning  gir| said she’d come back if /l;ll a,r:’ 4 by Bogproduce Nraturalipaini|
cwld, jycky and got the offer "fa'",’ L / killers. When an addict goes off
d. But “So | did stop. It wasn't as bedis drugs the body needs time to
il using thaug‘f,m | got the shakes a bit andl Zmﬂ;!t’:; switch back to producing its own
nfellas p,¢ | stayed away from all my ol ’ths pain-killers. It is this that causes

and I've stayed off it now for four,m withdrawal symptoms.

eékend, .o 1) not go back. - Heroin withdrawal symptoms
o, I “| reckon a big reason for so many !(,ds include the most intense craving
rough it i mﬂmng out Is they have no jobs, | ¢ vhe drug, deep anxiety atbeing
olching 91179 thing else to do. At first a hit | ithout it, coldness, shivering,
ytes and meydvel :.,fo ,/; gday and they forget things shaking, running eyes and nose,
L4 ;‘::Iso ‘:rap You go home and ;ﬂﬂ ma IS | repid breathing, pains in the limbs,

. f h ot working an g iti dominal cramps and
f'*‘zln"ecf po a’; ”Zf" l:u’t’ it doesn’t annoy you the | jnsomnia.
' - 20, MoRl III does. At Jervis Street they use meth-
9:k" s m},/,,lt u;:‘,’, ; things, or you think it does. adone — a synthetic opiate con-
:IF Yy:ur You rfergery it will be womffo'z:;’;":; taining p‘l;x’uwlm — to tan:

y ogether for in wi al symptoms. Bu

Ir house trying to get money er hcvom)m i:.::so Yuxp s

hit.” _—-—

Jervis Street refer him to one of
the th i

@ Gotting off heroin Is painful enough but the Jervis Street Centre (above)
and the lack of comprehensive facilities do little to make the ordeal any easier

majority, most of the residents are

p centres.
There are very few of these,
including some private clini. and
a semi-private one in Dublin’s
Rutland Street. The largest, and
best known, is the Coolmine
Therapeutic Community in Clon-
silla, County Dublin.

There are 32 residents here at
present and it is the residents who
decide who will be accepted and
runs the community. Coolmine
stresses that the people there are

g class from areas like Bally-
mun, Rathfarnham, Donore and
the inner city.

James - Comberton of Cool-
mine’s management committee
says that the regime there is strict.
The addict must take responsibility
for his own life, The two rules of
Coolmine are ‘no drugs’ and ‘no
violence'.

Comberton rejects the view
that the addict’s problem is solely
physiological to be treated solely

according to some doctors, harder
to get off. Methadone withdrawal
symptoms are not so severe but
are said to be more prolonged.

When the patient is ‘drug free’

not as in an i

I At Cool

by phar b

but members of a self-help com-
munity.

Because Coolmine is the only
available centre, outside of those
financially out of reach of the

they contend that addiction is
psychological and cannot by treat-
ed by substituting other drugs.

To be accepted at Coolmine
the addict must sincerely want to

get off drugs. Once inside, letters,
phone-calls and visits are banned
for two months to give the new
resident a chance to totally con-
centrate on his/her own problems.

The treatment lasts a year and
a success rate of 40% is claimed.

There is a parents’ association
attached to the Coolmine centre
and courses are run to help parents
to recognise addiction and support
the treatment. A series of ‘parents
against drugs’ groups are now
being set up throughout Dublin.

James Comberton is also hoping
to start a day centre for the 12 to
17 years age group as no-one
under 18 is accepted at Coolmine.
Under 18s, he says, are generally
not mature enough to benefit
from the type of treatment there,
yet it is this age group which is
increasingly in need.

At present then there is not
much help available for those who
want to come off drugs and with-
out a major programme of educat-
ion on drugs in schools and in
homes, and new treatment centres,
day centres and recovery centres,
the existing drug epidemic can
only continue to grow in spite of
the new awareness that a major
problem now exists.

In addition there are the real
preventative measures which are
also lacking — stopping the im-
portation and distribution of the
drugs and wiping out the social
and economic conditions which
are the breeding ground of an
endless supply of customers.




Leathanach 8 — AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS, Thursday, June 17th, 1982

.Mala PoiLSt . aMala peilste

A Chana,

I couldn’t agree more with
the front page article ‘Build
and Consolidate’ (AP/RN,
June 3rd) particularly the
point made that to wage the
struggle only on one front is
to, by default, assist in the

visit
Dear Editor,

Pope John Paul II has not
and will not strengthen the
anti-war movement in England
as Kevin Burke would have us
believe in AP/RN, June 3rd.
On the contrary, his visit takes
people’s minds off any action
against the war. He calls for
people to pray for peace. I can
Just see an article in Socialist
Worker: ‘Pope strengthens the
British withdrawal movement
by calling on Irish revolution-
aries to pray’.

This may come as a shock
to people in Ireland but
most working-class people in
England don't go to church,
don't care for religion and if
anything are atheists or ag-
nostic. The people who do go
to church are to a very large
extent Tories, not socialists,
and I for one would not trust
any socialist who went to
church regularly,

C.D. Rumbold,

English socialist.

British
left

Dear Editor,

Is Helen Stevens real or just
your way of inciting corres-
pondence? I've lived in Lon-
don for almost a year now.
Pve lived in Belfast most of
my life and may I say, like a
lot of Belfast people who have
to leave their homeland for
London in order to make a
living, 1 joined the Socialist
Workers' Party (SWP). We all
left it

Now, they asked me to
leave, after a particular public
meeting, It was entitled, ‘The
role of the revolutionary party
in a revolutionary situation’.
It was typical of the Brit left.
They could talk about the
Falklands, the Third World,
etc., but as soon as I mention-
ed Ireland there was a general
air of embarrassment. As a
republican I pointed out that
the stance of the SWP as re-
gards the revolutionary forces
in Ireland, namely the Provos,
was a classic cop-out.

I pointed out that their
‘unconditional but critical’
support of the Provos, was
actually a direct quote from
Trotsky, regarding the Stalin-
ist invasion of Finland. They
told me they were not inter-
ested in the origins of their
policy and asked me to leave,

Now that is the stance of
the Brit left, they don’t really

| defeat of the strug-
gle.

I have, on several occasions
over the years, pointed out
the crucial importance of
what we might call the ‘envir-
onmental or planning’ strug-
gle: nor am I referring to
some wooly-minded, ‘liberal’
concepts of environmental
‘concern’, | am talking about
the fact that at root, there is
precious little difference (if
any) between the struggle for
national territory against an
alien oppressor, and a comm-
unity struggle for its own
neigzbourl\ood against spec-
ulative oppressors.

The point can be illustrat-
ed in many ways. In my own
experience, the many comm-
unity struggles in which 1
have been involved over the
past 15 ycars, | have scen
(quite (undamenullyLu “lib
cration’ struggles: by the
same token, as an architect
and planner, the six-county
situation can usefully
viewed as a ‘planning’ con-
flict. All struggles for ‘terr-
itory’ (over which most wan
have been fought in the his-
tory of mankind) involve,
somewhere along the line,
one party with power saying,
‘that’s a good bit of land, we
can exploit thar — we'll take
i...”

It matters not a jot whether

want to know, just as last
summer they condemned the
riots on English streets.

The Republican Movement
has never condemned the
English working class. Repub-
licans have an international
outlook, they know that their
friends and allies are the op-
pressed of the world — the
Palestinians, Iranian women,
blacks, peasants in the Third
World, (ie international work-
ing class, children and old
people. What all of us don’t
need, is the middleclass,
pseudo-revolutionary left of
England to tell us how to
behave! b

Let them keep and share
the prejudices they have in
common with cir own
ruling class, because really
Helen Stevens and herilk have
more in common with the
oppressor than they have with
the oppressed.

Sean McCabe,

1st year student,

Polytechnic of

Central London.

The
language

A Chara,
It is very difficult to ex-
plain the importance of the

Irish languzﬁe to those people |
t

tle or no com-

whlb have

© "The only real community action in these islands In the past decade
ws Free Derry ... There were no Operstion Motormans elsewhers’

it be a landlord of the past,
like Lord Brougham who
evicted starving Irish tenants
ofl their land because “ir is
the landlord's  inalienable
right to do as he wishes with
his land otherwise no money
will be invested in property,”
or the GLC politiclans and
landlords in London who
‘threw’ the Cockneys (who,
interestingly  enough,

been on their land for 700
yeans!) off their territory for
precisely the same reasons.
The weapons are alightly
(only alightly) leas overt now;
Brougham just threw them
off — the present politicians
usc modern ‘weapons’ such as
compubsory purchase orders,
slum clearance procedures
and comprehensive develop-
ment acts. The results are the

mand of it because of the
emsence of language, which
is emotional n‘lﬁr than
rational.

One can illustrate  this
essence by giving examples
from average life and which,
perhaps, may parallel exper-
iences of those dubious of the
key position of the lrish
an| in the continued
existence of the Irish nation.

Very often one who has
learned to speak a language
grammatically at school and
who has maintained that
accuracy in certain circles will
relapse into incorrect gram-
mar, or pure dialect, in order
to feel at home among relat-
ions or friends, or within
certain groups.

The person acting in this
manner ‘feels’ that it would
be ‘wrong’ to use standard
speech in such circumstances.
This would be stlted, un-
natural, snobbish, uppish,
patronising — there are many
words to explain this feeling
of acting in an alien way,
foreign to the group.

We are close in such dir-
cumstances to the feelin g
which go not alone wil
dialects and sub-cultures, but
also which are shared by
languages.

Thus we can begin to
understand, perhaps, why all
the Castillian Spanish-speak-
ing states, including the
mother country (and over
a wide political spectrum),
haye l?ac_EQd  Argentina over

the “Malyinas/F ds and

| would bé inpleasant. "

same territory ( which
means home and culture to
some) ls the issue; the power-
ful wage war on the power-
less. In the environmental
field there is lictle difference
between the jackboot and the
tee-square !

There are countless exam-
ples to verify the point I'm
making; I remain disillusioned
with the Republican Move-
ment on this lsue — it has
seemed that you have not
wished to enquire into it. The
establishment will, in my
experience, trade anything in
the end — except power!
Territory, perhaps more than
anything else we can think of,
represents power. As a comm-
unity activist of long-standing
| wrote many years ago that
the only real community act-

why all the English-speaking
countries (except Ireland?)
have backed Britain on this
issue. Language unifies: the
US is Britain's main
because both speak Engli
and have m the same
(WASP) values.
Frequently, when Irish
people are outside this count-
ry, particularly when on the

ALL letters should be addressed to

ENVIRONMENTAL STRUGGLE

ion which occurred in these
islands in the past decade (a
decade which, in the ‘UK,
at least, saw virtually every
ndihbourhood in the country
wit]

The Editor, An Phoblacht/ Republican
News, 51/53 Falls Road, Belfast, or
44 Parnell Square, Dublin 1. Preferably
they should be type-written in double
spacing with wide margins and on one
side of paper only

key position of the Irish
language in the reconquest of
lrelamP.

The cultural policy of Sinn
Fein is now in print and
should be under discussion at
cumann and at other levels.
Has the discussion begun, the
debate started?

Deasun Breatnach,

Dun Laoghaire.

its ity group')
was Free Derry. It is of great
significance that all the others
were at first diluted by liber-
al reforms and were subseq-
uently bought off — only one
received different treatment.
There were no Operation
Motormans elsewhere.

My disillusionment with
the Movement (which sad-
dens me immensely) grows
decper as you appear to be
ignoring the ﬁlig)u of Toraigh
Island, which, as I pointed
out in a letter you saw fit not
to publish, represents a cul
lurs tragedy of enormous

roportions. It was from first-

and experience that I wrote
to you -ioux Toraigh and the
Gaceltacht in general.

Your front page article
states (rightly so) that, “we
cannot afford to become leth-
argic. We must measure the
successes and failures of the
struggle against our own input
into it."”

In real creative terms it
would appear that you have
put virtually nothing into the
‘environmental'(communities,
planning, etc., etc.) issues, and
certainly not enough into the
cultural (the language, etc.)
struggle.

Brian Anson, architect,

England.

Editor’s note: We hope to
publish the letter on Toraigh
Island in the not-toodistant
future.

When Bobby Sands started
the H-Block Gaeltacht, and
when it was so eagerly
accepted by his comrades,
many issues were involved.
But among them was cultural
identity, a feeling of solid-
arity and security amidst
terrible insecurity, some spirit-
ual i"’"‘:don in a very alien
and

Youth
groups

A Chara,

1 would like to reply to
some of the points raised in
a letter to AP/RN last week
by the Connolly Youth Move-
ment with regard to an article
on socialist youth organisat-
ions (May 13th). :

First of all, there were no
‘misrepresentations’ in the
article. The statements made
were all based on the inform-
ation to hand. Before the
article was printed, we con-
tacted the CYM in Dublin to
try and get the most up-to-
date information possible.

Secondly, the CYM letter
apologises ror its own secrecy
with regard to the size of its
membership by saying “that
it was significant that na
Fianna Eireann’s figures were
not released.”

Na Fianna Eireann, as is
well-known, is an illegal organ-
isation in the six counties,
and is barely tolerated by the
state forces in the twenty-
six counties; so there is good
«eason (unlike the CYM) why
we should not divulge the size
of our membership. However,
we can refer you, without
comment, to W.D. Flacke’s
‘Dictionary of Northern Ire-
land Politics’ where under the
heading ‘Fianna Eireann’, he
:ﬁpmximales our member-

r in Belfast alone in the
early '70s, as several hundreds;
or to the Irish Independent
which figured, last summer,
we had 1,500 members nat-
ionally.

Finally, on the question of

hes, the CYM corrects

ostile ph

When people are bilingual,
equally at home in two
hnguates, they are in fact
living between two cultures.
Bilingualism, ~when  wide-
spread, is a half-way house,
a pause on the way to one
language, excepton L{le fringes
of two or more cultures.

The bilingualism of 18th
and 19th century Ireland was
such a pause. The bilingual-
ism pushed by the Free
State authorities over the past
20 years has been a bogus
bilingualism except for the
Gaeltacht people and, among
them, it has been a pause on

e to one-)
culture, English consumerism,
for reasons of economic de-

P e
speak what Irish they havz
learned at school in public
places so as to make clear
their nationality and lest they
be taken for English or
American. They want to
strengthen their own feeling
of security and group ident-
ity. The feeling of being
taken for Englixﬁ (especially
as the English are so unpop-
ular in many places ab, omg)

The Free State
has been using economics to
kill Irish in the interests of
cultural integration of these
islands, as classified openly by
Conor Cruise O’Brien on the
television issue (his stand on
the RTE second channel).
One could write far more
on language but perhaps these
points will help to clarify
the minds of Irish people
caught by the emotional net

of ‘English speaking; ‘of ' the

the AP/RN article by saying
that as well as their branches
in Dublin, Belfast, and Sligo,

ey have one in Cork, and
one in Lisburn (and groups in
a number of smaller centres).
Big deal|

Sean O Riain,

PRO, Na Fianna Eireann,

44 Parnell Square,

Dublin,

correction

A Chara,

In an article, ‘Belfast
Graves’, published in AP/RN
on June 10th, I named Dick
McKee as having been execut-
ed by the Free State govern-
ment with Liam Mellows,
Rory O'Connor and Joe Mc-
Kelvey.

. Dick McKee was, of course,
killed in Dublin Castle and it
was Dick Barret who was
executed in  Mountjoy in
December 1922, The mistake
was mine, a Freudian slip.
Ta bron orm,

Gerry

Bolfast, ... ..\




FRANCIS McCARRON, chairperson
of ghan’s town il ived
fulsome praise last week from across
the border.

His admirer was a Paisleyite council-
lor in Portadown, Wolsey Smith, who
pr d his delight at the Monagh
authorities’ continued refusal to accept
the renaming of the housing estate at
Mullaghmatt as Kieran Doherty Park.

The DUP councillors are campaigning to
have the signs at Hurson Park and Devine
Park in Portadown removed in the same way
that Monaghan officials, under garda escort,
removed the first Kieran Doherty Park sign.
(Only to see it replaced with many more.)

Paisleyite anger is particularly fired by
the fact that even official mail is now address-
ed to Hurson Park and Devine Park, just as is
the case in relation to Hurson Crescent and
McCreesh Gardens in Lurgan.

Wolsey Smith pointed out that, in the
Monaghan situation, mail addressed to
Kieran Doherty Park is not being delivered,
on the orders of the Free State Department
of Posts and Telegraphs, “even though Doh-
erty was elected to the Dublin parliament in
the C: Z h i y shortly
before his death.”

More than 200 letters, including register-
ed mail, have now been lying undelivered in
Monaghan post office. Ultimately responsible
for the ban on delivery is Free State Minister
for Posts and Telegraphs John Wilson, Fian-
na Fail's poll-topping deputy 'in Cavan/
Monaghan.

In the June general election of last year
Kieran Doherty almost pipped Wilson for
the top place and deprived Fianna Fail of a
vital seat in what that party thought was sol-
id territory. Wilson, a man of massive person-
al vanity, had his pride severely hurt on that
occasion.

It would appear he is carrying his person-
al spite against the late hunger-striker beyond

the grave.
R 8 8 ¢

If ever the subject of politics and sport
was to be an issue | would have thought the
current World Cup in Spain was the moment
for it.

After all, only a couple of years ago the
people who favour rugby teams travelling to
South Africa messed up the Olympic Games
because Russian troops were in Afghanistan
(and still are, of course). :

So, with a line-up that includes Russia,
England, Argentina, Northern lIreland, El
Salvador, Chile and Poland, jt would seem
reasonable to assume that at least 7 reasons
existed for boycotts and the like, but noth-
ing approaching it has happened.

Instead we have had to be content with
the minor ironies of the situation such as the
tricolour appearing at official venues and on
all official programmes as the flag of the
Northern Ireland team.

Or the from the England
captain that he did not believe politics
should enter sport and in the next breath
pledging the profits of his team’s World Cup
record to the Task Force relatives.

Or the British display of ultin_mn wrath
in not televising the openil versus
Argentina match.

Or the British newspaper reports on t_ha,t
match, with the Belgians ‘sinking the Argies’,
scoring ‘a killer goal’ and making ‘break-

raids’.
awg\‘/) .milituris(ic and political have th_e
sports journalists become, in fact, _thn th:s
style carried over into the following day's
Brazil versus Russia match with ‘vollies of
shots’ and ‘launchpads to success’ before
‘Brazil beat the iron curtain’.

If you think the Brits are being insuffer-
able about (their victory_in -the .Falklands/
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ON-SOLDIER S0Y WHY DIP YOUCCHE -

" WITH YOUR: HATRED

e O0R PERPLE

ENCEWON

3 CH BRITISH SCLDIER TUSTSO
| HOTE BRING YOUR NATREDAND

YQUR GUN

®One of the latest pieces of graffiti to appear in Belfast — an sppeal to British soldiers to ‘go home’ on

Shaw’s Road gable, Andersonstown

Malvinas, what on earth is it going to be
like if they fluke a win in the World Cup?

Ak

It's hard to believe but for a few days
last week, whilst the British were slaught-
ering hundreds of Argentinians and the
Israelis murdering thousands of Palestinians,
a man called Jagat Narain, an Indian claim-
ing to be a senior lecturer in law at Belfast's
Queen’s University, was picketing the Sinn
Fein head office in Dublin, calling on the
IRA to surrender or something.

You just can’t win, can you?

Kk ok

Stewards marshalling traffic and large
crowds outside Belfast’s Clonard Monastery,
for novena services recently held there,
found themselves at the receiving end of
intense harassment from British soldiers.

Their blue and white armbands not only
denote colours associated with the Blessed
Virgin but also, as the profane Brits pointed
out, the Argentinian flagl

2.8 8 ¢

Whatever about electoral improvements,
it would seem that the claim by the Sticky
Workers’ Party to be the successors of Wolfe
Tone are not taken seriously by many.

Counting a children’s band, a few big
lads with drums and about 30 gardai, the

D WAS G200 ANDGREEN

TOL‘E:. THEIR LAUGH, 7
OHE YQU SHAT TER SUR PAST
Y51 N0 S9LDIER YOUR

AND YOUR GUN
WERE‘!#A?P‘(RA

|

Vhet

VTR FVEL DR L

and factory in Crossmaglen.
2.2 8 ¢

Every week Fermanagh’s /mpartial Re-
porter carries a small advert reading “/nsur-
ance: special rates for police. Contact J.R.
Fallis, 6 Queen Street, Enniskillen.””

In a recent court case in the same town
J.R. Fallis himself got off scot-free on a
charge of assault on three of Owen Carron’s
election workers in August last year.

The assault involved firing a repeater
shotgun at the three, who included a 12-
year-old boy and Carron’s brother, John, as
they were putting up election posters near
his home.

Ignoring forensic evidence, the court
accepted Fallis’s sworn testimony that he
had not fired a shotgun but in fact had only
waved the pipe of a vacuum cleaner at them.

Anyone interested in having their vacuum
cleaner converted into a shotgun or vice
versa, might try contacting former RUC man
Fallis at the above address, telephone 4050,
or at home, telephone Springfield 376.

Kk

| came across a newly-published booklet
this week entitled Irish — English, English —
Irish (only it has shamrocks where | have
dashes). The idea is to explain words used in
Ireland which might not be understood by

English English-speakers, if you follow me.
‘banjaxed’ is ‘messed up!; ‘buroo’ is

Sticks almost got 100 people to B
last Sunday to hear an oration by party
president MacGiolla,

Originally the non-event had been fixed
for this Sunday but was quickly moved for-
ward when it was found that it clashed with
the republican commemoration there.

R0 & ¢

A County Down garage owner, Frank
Gardiner of Magherlin, was awarded undis-
closed damages against the RUC by the
Belfast High Court on Wednesday last week,

RUC man William Campbell had repeat-
edly assaulted Gardiner in August 1978,
hitting him on the head with a baton, knock-
ing him to the ground and striking him
several times again.

Gardiner suffered a fractured skull, ex-
tensive bruising to his héad, and lacerations
which required 19 stitches,

Ak

Almost a barrelful of ‘bad apples’ appear-
ed in court in Banbridge, County Down, on
Thursday and Saturday last week.

Twenty British soldiers, all members of
the 2nd Light Infantry Brigade, were charged
with burglary and theft from a garage, sehool

the ‘dole’; ‘catch yourself on’ is ‘realise’;
‘crack’ is ‘entertainment’; ‘press’ is ‘cup-
board’; ‘hurling’ is ‘less restricted type of
hockey’; ‘leprechaun’ is ‘pigmy shoemaker’;
‘slag’ is ‘verbally harangue’; ‘your man’
is “the person under discussion’; and so on.

It really is amazing the differences in
words listed, although I've never heard of
half the ones that are supposed to be in
common use here — wheeker, tovy, thave-
less, hinch, cowp, creepie?

There are also a few political verbal
pointers explaining such words as ‘Provies’,
‘P-check’, ‘co-op mix’, ‘sceal’ and ‘tout’,
and the fact that ‘army’ in some nation-
alist areas means the IRA not the Brits!

However, one explanation does stand out,
though | suspect it is an innocent mis-
representation. For the word ‘torture’,
as used by the Irish, is given the English ‘tease
or annoy’.

Nevertheless, | reckon the booklet might
sell amongst some of those trendy British
revolutionaries. You know, the ones who
put on what they imagine to be Belfast
accents the minute they get off the boat on
their annual two-day fact-finding visits.

Only slagging, a chai
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NATIONAL
GAY CONFERENCE
Friday 18th June-Sundsy 20th June
Trinity Collegs
DUBLIN
(commences on Friday st 7 pm —
jon & creche )
Details, etc., NGC Steering Ctise.,
PO Box 1076, Dublin 1

CONCERT
8.30 pm-11.30 pm Friday 18th June
Spa Hotel
LUCAN
Co. Dublin

SINN FEIN WOMEN'S DEPT.
NATIONAL MEETING
11 am Seturday 19th June
5 Blessington Street
DUBLIN
Al Sinn Fein women are welcome
Creche and billets provided —
phone Dublin 308783 if billets
are required

EVE OF BODENSTOWN
WREATH-LAYING CEREMONY
3 pm Saturday 19th June
Parade from Art Gallery,
Pamell Square to Wolfe Tone Street
DUBLIN

SLIDE SHOW &
LECTURE
“The Year of the French’
8 pm Saturday 19th June
Fr. Mathew Hall
Church Street
DUBLIN
Speaker: Sean O Bradaigh
Admission: £1

OWEN CARRON FUND
BALLAD SESSION
Featuring ‘Brimmer’
Saturday 19th June

Geraldine Inn
STRAFFAN
Co. Kildare
Admission: £1.50
(Raffle for Long Kesh harp)

BODENSTOWN BUSES
Sunday 20th Jun
FROM DUBLIN
Leave Liberty Hall, 11.30 am
(tickets: Sean Gallagher, No. 5 Club)
Art Gallery, Parnell Sq., 2.30 pm
reduced rates for children &
unemployed — bring dole card
(tickets: 5 Blessington Street);
St. Catherine’s, Thomas St., 1 pm
(tickets: Rose Dugdale, 44 Parnell Sq.)
& Ballymun Shopping Centre, 11 am,
picking up at the Drake Inn, Finglas,
11.30 am, & the Oasis pub, Cabra,
12 noon (reduced rates for children)
Dublin Battalion Fianna bus
leaves 44 Parnell Square 10.45 am
(tickets to be booked in advance)

FROM LURGAN
Leave Hurson Court, 9 am
& North Street, Lurgan 9 am
(tickets: SF centre or AP/RN sellers)

FROM TRALEE
stopping at Listowel & Tarbert
Leaves Brandon car park 8.30 am
Fare: £7.50
(tickets: M. Dowling or L. Cotter —
no drink allowed on bus)
FROM WEXFORD
Leave St. Peter’s Sq., Wexford,
10.30 am, picking up at Crescent
Quay, 10.45 am, & Slaney Bridge,
Enniscorthy, 11 am
(tickets: Phil Kelly or Ned O'Connor)
New Ross, usual time
(tickets: P, Walsh)

CAFE DESPARD
POLITICAL CABARET & DISCO
(in aid of Green Cross)
Friday 25th June
Markets Social Club
BELFAST
Admission: £1

ANTI-APARTHEID MEETING «
(To celebrate 70th anniversary of
the African Natlonal Congress)
Speakers: Ruth Monpathi (ANC),
Ulick O’Connor, Eamonn MacThomais
and Kadar Asmal.

Music by Johnny Moynihan
8 pm Friday 25th June
LIBERTY HALL
Dublin

v+ 'Organised by Sinn Fein

BALLAD SESSION
Featuring ‘Brogue’
and other artistes
8 pm Friday 26th June
The Brown Derby
James's Street
DUBLIN

Tickets: £1, c/o AP/RN, 44 Parnell
! Square, Dyblin*




® CAITLIN MAUDE

Aifeala

1S MGR en brén atd ar Ghaeil ar fud
na hEireann ar chloisint an scéela go
bhfuair Caitlin Maude bés. File, amh-
rénaf agus miinteoir thar barr ab ea 7.
Aon duine a chaith seal ag éisteacht |/
Is cinnte go mbeidh cuimhne na mné
seo greamaithe ina n-intinn go deo.

Is maith is cuimhin liom féin a
chloisint ag amhrénaiocht ar an sean
nés i gClub Chonradh na Gaeilge i
mBaile Atha Cliath. B’usithi agus
O amhranaithe eile sa Chlub sin a fuair
mé blas ar an amhrénaiocht ar en sean
nds.

Beidh alt chuimhneachfin | gclé
anseo er Chaitlin go buath, | bhFlaith-
eas D€ go raibh sf.

PLO demo

A PROTEST in Canada last week-
end in support of the Palestinians also
turned its attention to Ireland and ex-
pressed support for the IRA.

Over 1,000 people marched through
Toronto last Saturday in support of the
Palestinian and Lebanese people and
against Zionist aggression. Speakers in-
cluded representatives of the Lebanese
community, Moslem students and non-
Zionist Jews.

The march ended at the US Consulate
because, as the main Palestinian speaker
underlined, Israeli aggression only occurs
with the support and conrivance of the
United States. Speakers at the US Con-
sulate included representatives of the
African National Congress, the Canadian
Party of Labour, Canada/Grenada Friend-
ship Society and PASOK (the Greek
Socialists). A spokesperson for the Irish
Prisoner of War Committee said that the
Irish people, especially their revolution-
ary leadership, Sinn Fein and the IRA,
stand  shoulder-to-shoulder with the
Palestinian and Lebanese people and the
PLO in the fight to destroy imperialism.

“We have an enemy in common. Our
unity in this fight is the only guarantee
for victory in our struggle for a free
Ireland and a free Palestine.”

The brief statement was interrupted
twice by chants from the crowd of ‘Long
live the IRA... Victory to the IRAI"

Bradford 12

THE Bradford 12 ara a group of young
people — all members of the United
Black Youth League — who have been
charged with making petrol bombs dur-
Ing last summer’s riots in England.

The riots erupted as the result of
continuous police harassment of the
black community, and working-class
youth in general, and when an attack on
Bradford’s immigrant areas by fascist
groups was imminent.

Na Fianna Eireann are organising a
petition in support of the Bradford 12,
calling for the dropping of all charges,
and will be collecting signatures at
Bodenstown. The Flanna hope that all
repubiicans will reclprocate the solidar-
ity shown by the United Black Youth
League with our struggle.

Young
Republican

THE first edition of Young
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Reviews...Review

* REVIEWED

WEI
BY SIOBHAN O’MALLEY

HATCHET got-his nickname at the age
of 14, when his mother sent him out
with an axe to help his father who was
being beaten up by a gang.

His wife tells the story painfully and bitter-
ly, his mother with pride and triumph — “And
he sorted them out himself.”

This is the theme of the play Hatchet by
Heno Magee, now on at Dublin’s Olympia
Theatre.

Both the author and the actor in the title
role, Mannix Flynn, know their subject well,
both coming from Dublin’s inner city where the
play is set. Both know well the savagery of life
there, the pressures of poverty, unemployment
and bad housing.

Hatchet’s mother, played by Laurie Morton,
survives by using her men as protectors. They
are expected to fight to be ‘hard men’, to be
respected.

His wife Bridie (Veronica Cole) battles bet-
ween his mother on the one side fighting to
keep Hatchet in her home — “This will be yours
when I'm gone,” — and her own sister Angela
(Lana McDonnell) with her phoney respectabil-
ity pressing her to leave him.

Angela — “She’s a secret agent for the
Legion of Mary,” says Hatchet’s ma — has ‘got
out’, and Bridie sees that the only hope for her-
self and Hatchet is also to leaye, not like Angela
because she is ashamed of her background, but
to save Hatchet from the manipulation of his
battling mother.

Slowly Hatchet’s realisation of what his

mother has done to him results in his agreement_

with Bridie to leave, but it is too late. A
drunken row between his mother and a rival
family sweeps Hatchet inevitably to the final
scene where he follows his bottle-waving
mother into a fight he can’t win.

The play was first shown in the early ‘sev-
enties but is as powerful a portrayal of life in
Dublin now as then. The problems are the same
in an environment which is geared to crushing
any hope of a better life and which also crushes
the love and tenderness of people to each other.

The lack of privacy for young couples living
in the parents’ house and the oppression of
women are a thread throughout the play.

® Patrick Bedford, who plays the ma’s boyfriend, outside the Olympia Theatrs

Hatchet’s first words to his wife are,
“Where’s my dinner?” He tells her to stop
drinking while he orders more for himself. His
mother talks casually of the black eyes and
beatings she got from his father, accepting brut-
ality as part of her life and seeing no other way.

The audience at Hatchet, on its opening
night on Monday, included many who would
be very familiar with the themes of the play
and obviously enjoyed it th ghly. Unfor-
tunately Vincent Smith’s direction goes too
hard for the easy laughs rather than allowing
the cruel humour to break through itself. In
doing so it loses a lot of its power.

Songs of 1798

BY SEAN O'BRIEN

JUST out in time to coincide with the Wolfe Tone commemor-
ation at Bodenstown on Sunday is a well-produced new song-
book entitled ‘Songs of 1798’, and edited by Sean O Bradaigh.

Among the 50 or so songs and
poems gathered are familiar titles
such as The Men of the West, The
Croppy Boy, Henry Joy, The Rising
of the Moon, Boolavogue, Roddy
McCorley and The Boys of Wex-
ford.
But there are many more in
Irish, English and, fittingly, in
French; and music to unfamiliar
airs is also provided. Certainly
many half-forgotten songs will be
revived from this book and one can
expect t0 hear the stirring recitat-

ions of The Man from God Knows
Where and Paid O‘Donoghue grac-
ing many a republican gathering yet
again.

The songs themselves, gathered
in context, bring home just how
important a part this particular
form of communication has played
in handing down the message of
Tone and 1798. Both on the con-
sclous and sub-conscious mind the
songs have left their indelible mark

as we read the verses of French sol-
diers under General Humbert in
1798, the sad lines of anonymous
bards, the rousing calls of Thomas
Davis, the favourite verses of Pad-
raig Pearse and the thoughtful
stanzas of Bobby Sands, all per-
petuating the struggle inspired by
Tone.

In his introduction O Bradaigh
pays a personal tribute to the late
Brian O hUiginn whose ‘Wolfe Tone
Annual’ more than anything else
preserved the verses now re-pub-
lished.

Not only does this new collect-
ion provide the words afresh, but
O Bradaigh has succeeded in putt-
ing a new angle on many of them
by the addition of concise inform-
ative notes, not the least of which
is in parenthesis at the end of one
inclusion: “There are 27 more
stanzas to this song.”’

Adding further enjoyment to
this well blication are the

on th ds upon th ds of us.
And that gives pause for thought

The Year of the French

including reproductions of some
1798 documents.

‘Songs of 1798’ should be avail-
able in most shops or can be obtain-
ed for £1.50 plus postage from the
publishers — Duchas, 5 Sraid Bhaile
Choimin, Baile Atha Cliath 7.

[ ‘IRELAND UNFREE — Essays on the history of the Irish freedom struggle 1169-1981,” edited by Martin

Mulligan, Pathfinder Press. ]

Ireland

Unfree

|[_Review sy ciaran bown |

IN THE wake of the hunger-strike there was a wave of renewed
interest in Ireland in many countries, amongst them Australia.
This short book (158 pp) is both a product of this and will
hopefully stimulate more solidarity action in the future.

Around half the chapters are his-
torical from the ‘Great Famine’ of
the 1840s, through the setting up
of the si ty Orange state, and

the newspaper of na Fianna Eireann is
now available,

The paper contains articles on youth
unemployment, education in Ireland,
plastic bullets factssheet, review of the
film ‘Taps’ and a rock music review
amongst other items,

Young Republican will be on sale at
Bodenstown or is available from your
local Fianna 'slua 'or ‘heed' office at
44 Parnall Square, Dublin.

up to Bloody Sunday in 1972. One
chapter, ‘Fenianism and the Catalpa
expedition’, presents the little
known story of six Irish freedom
fighters’ escape from Freemantle
jail in Western Australia in 1876.
The rest of the book is effect-
ively dedicated to a rundown of the
‘hunger-strike: Thére are several of
Bobby Sands’ stories, including:his-

fighter’. Right at the back we find
the hunger-strikers’ statements on
commencing and ending the strike.
Interspersed throughout the book
are photographs from the struggle,
including the familiar wall murals
of west Belfast. 3
So, we must say that Pathfinder
Press has performed a useful service

"IRELAND
UNFREE

ESSAYS O THE HISTORY OF THE
FREEDOM STRUGGLE 1169-R61

with this topical and duced
book.

SOLIDARITY

This is just one of the numerous

beautiful “The lark and the freed

P d by stpport-

ers of the Irish struggle abroad.
Together, they help break down the

out by British embassies. We hope'
also that they will lead to enduring

and ic solidarity

There is one reservation, how-
ever, which we must make, which
results from the political sympathy
of the publishers with the People’s
Democracy grouping. The Repub-
lican Movement is accused of act-
ing “in a heavy handed manner”
in the build-up campaign to the
hunger-strike and of using “un-
democratic methods” to prevent
the Relatives Action Committees
from supporting Bernadette Mc-
Aliskey’s campaign in- the 1979
European parliament elections.

These polemics are out of place
in a book designed for a broad
solidarity audience. This type of
innuendo ‘does not square either
with the book’s own introduction
which refers to the Republican
Movement having “gained a new
bearing in the South of Ireland
and stands to co'nmlldara a much

ger i
and that An Phoblacht/Republican

N.aws‘has made giant steps in dis-
(annon and therefore influence. ¢
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LE TOMAS O SE

IS MINIC i ith

4 dhé:

dha

éagsiila ar Oglaigh

na hEireann. Is geall le comonm 6 eatartha féachalnt cé acu
la

is déine a

Lai i

an
siad orthu agus nil ciall ar bith leis an gcuid is mé de.

Ach tugsdh dearcadh difridil
ddinn le déanaf ag Aifreann Cuimh-
neachain Sheamais Ui Chonghaile.
An tAthair Piaras O DGill a bhi’
gniomhach i gCoiste na Blocanna
H/Ard Mhaca a thug an t-aitheasc.
Léirigh sé go bhfuil taobh eile den
scéal ann agus gur chéir fobairt
na bPoblachtach a aithint mar
fobairt a d'fh4s as gra.

Cé gur ag caint ar fiobairt
Sheamais Ui Chonghaile a bhi
sé is soiléir go bhfeadfai’ an méid

céanna a ra mar gheall ar fobairti

&r mairtirigh uile go hairithe iad
sidd a fuair bas ar stailc ocrais.
GRA
Ddirt sé:“/s ceart agus is cbir
go gce/l/urfa/ le hiobairt an allnnn
bhais ur

chomortha nuair 'ts an tAifreann
doimhin da ra againn, is fior é le
B go bhlull ceangal coibhneasta
idir fabain Chriost agus K)ba/m
eile ata bunaithe ar ghra
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| gcés na fdin-lobartha go
minic, bionn an gnlomh briite
ar leath tsolbh, calllte | mbrch:
laochli na polaltiochta. Thérla s5
In aimsir Cmﬁm lh&ln agus rubadh

BROWN, Denlsj MEALY, Jackie; MUL-
VENNA, Jim, (4th Anniversary). In
nd foving memory of Vol.

Jas hl- Mealy and Jim

mér / air.
Tumdh faol Chriost 6 ghach uile
thaobh, gan bun<hiis a fobairt
a althint. Ach cé go rinneadh
fallll ins na subilcl a thioméin
Criost ag an am, lean an tulscint
agus an bri ina dhiaidh sin. Aith-
niodh an_foruisce agus leathadh
an h agus an carth

“Té companld spréite | stair
na tire seo. Tar éis bés Ul Chong-
haile agus a chompénaigh airm
a bheartaigh an t-Eirl Amach,
bhi’ feitheamh agus fanacht tar
&is na stoirme. Théinig an tuiscint
ar ball, tharla an dochas agus an
misneach a athspreagadh. Td a
fhios ag cach cad é an t-aoibhneas
a lean &: bainili an faitios s an
t-eagla, d'iompaigh an taollle agus
d'fhill an meanma.

“Dar ndbigh, is mbr idir an
tréth sin agus an /a ‘ta innid ann.
Ach blonn taoille agus tra, lionadh
agus caitheamh | saol an phoba/l
i gconall Cinnte, ni dhéanfar
failll ar an ngniomh ‘s an gaisce
a rinne Seamas O Chonghalle ar
ér son. N ni déanfar dearmad ach
an oiread ar na_hiobairti cosiil
leis i stair na. hEireann & shoin.
T4d fuiseog na fuascailte f6s cidin.
Ach an trath a ba mheasa nior
thrélg mulid ar ndichas, ‘s ta an
misneach combh,_ flGirseach is bhi'
riamh ann — Conghaile agus a
chomraidithe a rinne deimhin de sin.

DUALGAS

“Rinne Seamus O Chonghaile
a fhaoistin agus ghlac Comaoin-
each Naofa ar an Mhairt 2d Bealtaine.
An tAthair Aloysius agus an tAth-
air Aibhistin, Caipisinigh 6n tseipéal
seo, a fhreastal air. Agus roimh
&éiri na gréine ar an Aoine 120
Bea/ta/ne tugadh Chonghaile

agus leas muintire.

“Creideann muid go léidir mar
Chriostaithe gurb 6 Chriost, mac
Dé, a thagas gnimh agus tuiscint
a d'fhég gra Dé agus gra chomharsan
mar oidhreacht spioradalta, tre-
oireamhail ar an gcine daonna.
‘Sé teagasc na hiobartha (robaln
Chriost) is bun leis an raiteas o

~Naomh Eoin, ‘Nil grd is mé ag

duine ar bith n go dtabharfadh
$€ a anam ar son a chairde.”

“’Bionn tuiscint i gcénai de
horadh na hiobartha. Ach ni’

Chonghaile, fear a d‘iobair é féin

ar son a chine. Dér ndéigh d‘fobair
josa Chriost fhéin an bhés ar son
an chine dhaonna. AC’Z, cé gurb_
é Jobairt Chriost amhéin atad da

t/ytear an gn/omh lithreach. Nach
jontach an rud é an mhoill agus an
righneas, an tost agus an citnas
idir an iobairt agus an toradh, an
gniomh agus an tuiscint.

r go Priosin Chill
mha:ghneln. t

“Ansin tugadh ar shintean go
clés an phriosdin é agus cuireadh
ina shui i gcathaoir €. Bhi sé croga,
réchuiseach adeir an tAthair Aloy-
sius. D’fhiafraigh an sagart de,
an ndéanfa paidir ar somna bhfear
atd ar t ad’ scab/leaﬂh? D’fhreag-
air s&,‘deirfidh mé paidir ar chuile
dhuine mhisnidl a dheineann a
bhualgas.” Tugadh an t-6rdi ansin
agus scaojl na saighdidiri.

“Ag caint lels an bPiarsach
duirt an tAthair Aloysius leis gur
ghlac an Conghaileach® an Chom-
aoineach Naofa. Buiochas le Dia
arsa an Pjarsach is é ag dul ag a
bhas fein, Bé an taon rud amhaln
a bhi'mé imnioch faoi, ar sé.”
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HE SHOULD BE EMPLOYED
IN CAS BARRACIKS!

CCORENY 21N

whi
on_active service duty on
1978. Thit siad sa Bhearna “Shaoli o
trold son saoirse. NI dnéanfaimid
dearmad orthu. Always remem

thelr friends and comrades In the Belfast
Brigade.

(3ra Annivers-
emory of
Oglaigh na

McELVANNA, Peadar.

hEireann, south Armagh,
killed by the Brl

raibh alge ar son saoirse. Always rememb-
ered by his friends and comrades In the
2nd Batt, Oglaigh na hEireann, north

Armagh.
MCELVANNA, Peadar. (3rd Annivers-
ary). In proud and loving mi 1
my nephew Vol. Peadar McElvanna,
Oglaigh na hElreann, south Armagh, who
dled on actlve service on June 9th 1979.
From his uncle Kevin.
MCELVANNA, Peadar. (3rd Annivers-
ary). In proud and loving memory of a
very dear friend Vol. Peadar McEivani
ction on June 9th
heart of gold,
Ireland could hold.
ese are the
" Always re-
membered and sadly missed by Noel.
MGELVANNA, Peadar. (3rd Annivers-
ary). In proud and loving memory of
our friend and comrade Vol. Peadar
McElvanna who was killed In action at
Keady on June 9th 1979. One of Ireland
bravest soldlers. Mary, Queen of Ir
- Always remembered by
Mary and littie Peadar.
MCcELVANNA, Peadar. (3rd Annivers-
ary). In proud and loving memory of
our dear friend and comrade Vol. Peadar
McElvanna who was killed In action at
Keady on June 9th 1979, Just as you
were, Peadar, you shall always be —some-
one speci. r memorles. Our Lady
of Per| | Succour, pray for him. Sadly
sed by Dessle (Portlaoise), Clare and
littie Julle Anne.

Birihday
memories

WHITTERS, Paul.

In sad and loving

memory of my dear friend, Paul Whitters,
murdered by RUC (with a plastic bullet)
on April 25th 1981 and whose 17th
been on June 8th
d think of you and
many times I've
cried.

birthday would have
1982. **| often sit
of the day you d
longed for you; many times I've
1 did not see you close your ey
your last faint sigh, | only
too late to say goodbye.
Im | the sadness, like the
smile that helps to hide the tears, but
you will always be a part of me despite
1 passing. years.” Mary, Queen of
nd, pray for him. Always rememb-
ered by Margaret Mary.
WHITTERS, Paul. In sad and loving
memory of my dear friend, Paul Whitters,
who was killed by a plastic bullet fired

MeELVANNA, Pead.
ary). In proud
our dear frlend and comr
McElvanna who was Killed by
forces at Keady on June 9th 1979, He
died that we mignt see Ireiand united,
Gaelic and (ree. St. Martin, pray for him.
remembered by the John Gresn
Sinn Feln cumann, Castlediayney.
.llI.VANNA. Peadar. (3rd Annivers
In proud and wvlnl m-muvy of
friend and com 0l Pasdar
McElvanna who was klll.d ln Dﬂlﬂn at
Keady, Co. Armagh, on June 9th 197!
He dled as he had lived — a seifiess,
mlul.d republican. Mary, Queen of
, pray for nim, Sadly missed by
P-ny (Po"llolu), Caroline and Carrle.
McELVANNA, Peadar, (3rd Annva
ary). In proud and loving memory of
our dear friend and comrade Vol. Peadar
M:Elunnn vmo was Kkitled In sction at
eady, magh, on June 9th 1979,
"anouvn bog md glen marched a Unit-
ed man, marched on to win a urum.

d Annivers

o
McELVANNA,
. In proud
my comrade and m-na Vol. Peadar
McElunnn. 2nd Batt, Oglaigh na
hElireann, south Armagh, who was killed
In action on June 9th 1979 by the British
occupation forces. “No saint or king
could be so proud, as one whose flag
becomes his shroud.” Always remember-
ed by Paddy, Dundalk.

McELVANNA, Peadar. (3rd Annivers-
ary). In proud and loving memory of
our friend and comrade Vol. Peadar
McElvanna, Oglalgh na hEireann, south
Armagh, who dled on active service on
June 9th 1979, From his friends In
Monaghan.

SYMPATHY

MULLINS. The republican POWs (Port-
1aolse), extend their despest sympathy
to our comrade Leo and his family
circle on the death of thelr fatner. Ar
dhels lalmh D6 go ralbh a anam.

by the RUC on April 25th 1951. Ha
ould have been 17 on Jun
wn- nlgnu are long and mnmu n
think of you. With
-mlng BearGandiziiant tear, I often wish
that you were hi | was not there to
see you dle, to hold your hand and say
goodbye. But | will remember my whole
life through, the last few words | had
with you." Mary, Queen of Ireland,
pray for him. Always remembered by
Deborah.
WHITTERS, Paul. In sad and loving
memory of my dear friend Paul Whitters,
who dled from Injurles recelved when hit
by a plastic bullet fired by RUC person-
nel on Aprll 25th 1981, and who would
have been 17 on June 8th 1982. “A
bouquet of beautiful memorlies sprayed
with a million tears, wishing God could
have spared you, If only a few more
years. It was a-bitter parting, too bitter
to forget, only those who loved you,ne
er wiil forget.” Mary, Qu 3
pray for him. Always remembered by
Cathy.

GREEATINGSSS

BATESON, Peter. (Cage 10, Long Kesh).
Happy birthday, for June 20th. Hope
your next one Is spent in freedom. Love
from Pauline and Joan.

CRILLY, Malachy. (Cage 11, Long
Kesh). Though prison bars dlvide us and
we are far apart, they have you In thelr
keeping but | have you In my heart.
Happy birthday, Malachy. All my love
and kisses, Dymphna.
CRILLY, , Malachy. (Cage 11, Long
Kesh). Many happy returns, Malachy.
God bless and take care. From the
Stuart famlly.

CRILLY, Malachy. (Cage 11, Long
Kesh). Birthday greetings to our friend,
Malachy. Hope to see you soon. God
bless. From Chinky and Colette.
HOLMES, Paul; McFADDEN, Con;
OWEN, David. (Long Lartin and Sher-
wood). Happy birthday and best wishes
to Paul, Con and David. You're never
. far from our thoughts. From Mick and
Doirin, Sinn Feln POW Dept., Dublin.
McCOY, Kevin. (H5-Block). Good luck
and best wishes on your birthday, Kevin.
Hope you get a shower that day! Lots of
love from mum, dad, brothers and sisters
and all your friends.

McCOY, Kevin. (H5-Block). Best wishes
on your birthday, Kevin. See you soon.
From Patrick (Cage 11), Maggle and wea
Sorcha.

McCOY, Patrick. (Cage 11, Long Kesh).
could have a wish, our wish it
,“the keys of the Kesh to set
you free. All our love from Maggie and
wee Sorcha.

McCOY, Patrick. (Cage 11, Long Kesh).
Birthday greetings, Patrick. Good heaith
and good luck. From mum, dad, brothers,
sisters and all your frlends.

SLOAN, Tony. (Portlaoise). Happy birth-

day and annliversary, Tony. Looking for-
ward to the ones we wlil spend together.
From your loving wife Marlan and
daughter Sorcha.
SLOAN, Tony. (Portlacise). Happy wed-
ding anniversary, Tony and Marlan, and
best wishes for your birthday, Tony.
Twenty-one plus again! Don't worry,
the antl-wrinkle cream Is with your card.
Lots of love from your sister-in-laws
Rosemary and Margaret.
SLOAN, Tony. (Portlaoise). Many happy
returns on your birthday and wedding
anniversary. Remember what you were
doing this time last year? How about
an action replay? Best wishes to you and
Marlan, From Geraldine.
SLOAN, Tony. (Portlacise). Happy
birthday, Tony, and best wishes to you
and Marlan on your wedding annivers-
ary. From mum and dad Cunningham
and family.
TAYLOR, Wilille. (Portlacise). All the
best, dad, on your 20th wedding anni-
versary. All our love from WIillam,
Cathy, Isobel, Tony and Joanne. Also
ynur good friend ‘Magherafelt Mary'.
TP.

TAYLON Willle. (Portlaoise). Happy
20th wedding anniversary to Willle and
Veronica. The ‘Nuada agus Morrigan' of
Creggan. Love Is waiting. From Anne
and Johnny Johnston, Creggan, Derry.
And from wee Minnle. Some men will
do anything for peace!

TAYLOR, Willle. (Portiaoise). Best
wishes, Willle, on your 20th wedding
anniversary. You have escaped
buying the china but | wiil catch you for
the sliver. All my love, Veronica.
TAYLOR, Willle. (Portiaoise). Congrat-
ulations on your 20th anniversary. All
our love, from Margaret, Chris, Christ-
opher and Joseph. Also from Maureen,
Matt and family and from Mary and
Rolsin. Greetings too from Shaun and
your father-in-law Mickey; from Jimmy,
Kathleen and Frank; Tommy, John,
Micky, Teresa, wee John and Michael;
Margaret, Michael and family, England.

Draw results

An Cumlnn Cabhrach, Dolre
May dra

£200: Nu 1122; £50: 111, 37!1 £25:
278,599,1170,206,1087,338; £10: Nos.
1038, 883, 632, 955, 950 1182, 978,
792, 480, 577; £5: BO." 904, 942, 939,
765, 489, 839, 486, 41 and 781.

Cork Sinn Feln private members draw

1st: (card 74, line 8), Clara, c/o Klitty
O'Brien; 2nd: (card 92, line 4), J. Lynch,
c/o Flora McCarthy; rd: (card 69, line
1), Niall Clinton.

S. Tyrone Sinn Feln Bullding Fund draw
Week

3
15t (£100): Yvonne O’Neilh, Eglish; 2nd

(E50): amcko Gllu Pometoy.

Wanted

NA FIANNA EIREANN Is seeking
summer jobs for republican students
who are working their way through
college. Anyone who may be able to
help Is asked to contact the Flanna at
44 Parnell Square, Dublin 1

Thanks

AN CUMANN CABHRACH wish to
acknowledge with thanks the donation
of £100 from cumann Sean MacGlolla
Bride, Slan Foiry Cathals na Mairt.-

—
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Revolutionary
rules

TO SUPPOSE that anyone or . e
any group of people involved in
the struggle in Ireland has all
the answers to the many prob-
lems which beset active republic-
ansand anti-imperialists is a recipe
for disaster.

The making of revolution is a con-
tinuous process during which time for
re-appraisals, self-examination and crit-
icism is a necessary and fundamental
requirement. We need meaningful and
properly structured discussion, on a
collective basis, and an openness,
devoid as much as possible of human
egotism, to admit and to learn from
our mistakes. Such honesty built from
comradeship and commitment permits
frank discussion and from such dis-
cussion longterm and short-term
objectives along the path we wish to
follow will be established and tasks
will be allocated.

The principle of collective leader-
ship founded on the above points must
be encouraged at every level of the

Republican Movement and within
every sphere of republican activity.
There is also, it appears to me, a num-
ber of general rules which need to be
sorted out and a number of general
conditions which must be created if
the struggle is to be successful.

with the spirit of the first paragraph
the reader is reminded that these
‘rules’ are not exclusive of others but
are listed here, not in any order of
priority, but merely as they strike the
writer.

Strong
guerrilla army

Because of the necessity of armed
struggle  the organisation engaged in
such struggle must be disciplined,
politically conscious, absolutely non-
elitist and with the capacity to ensure
that its actions are understood by the
people on whose behalf it professes to
fight. The attitude of such republican
soldiers must be consistently and con-
sciously aimed at increasing support
and understanding of the republican
position and their behayiour must be
exemplary. Of course, they must also
be well-armed and properly directed
but these matters do not concern us
here — we are speaking only of the
general requirements for successful
struggle.

Strong party

It is of the utmost importance that
a strong party, supportive in a general
political sense of the armed struggle,
be built in all thirty-two counties.

The party must be ideologically
united on radical republican objectives
and capable of formulating and imple-
menting long-term and short-term
strategies. Again, the attitude of party
members must be anti-elitist and their
behaviour must be exemplary. Regard-
less of all our human failings, activists

These are stated below. In keeping

must consider their part in the repub-
lican struggle as a vocation, ever mind-
ful that our general and personal attit-
udes can be as important in winning
and keeping support as our strategies.
Everyone has a part to play in the
struggle. Those who perform a full-time
role must ensure that everyone else
has the opportunity to play a mean-
ingful part.

Furthermore, it must be remember-
ed that we will be judged not on our
vision for the future but on our be-
haviour of today. Our attitudes to-
wards the general populace, towards
youth, towards women and other
oppressed sections of our people, are
all-important. It is impossible to free
a people who do not wish to be free.
It is possible only to create conditions
in which people, seeking freedom, will
seize it. Without the people we are
nothing; we must be prepared to listen
to their ideas, their visions and to
structure our struggle so that it satis-
fies their needs and overcomes their
oppressions. &

Ideology

It is of the utmost importance and
fully in keeping with republicanism,
and the evolution of the republican
philosophy, that our ideals be radical
and aimed towards securing the nat-

47611 and 51/53 F:
AR R AR W

ional, social, cultural and
economic liberation of our people. We
must be united upon those ideals or
long-term objectives while, if nec-
essary, reserving the right to have
strategic or tactical differences. In
other words, we must agree upon
where we are going, for without such
agreement we will never agree on how
to get there.

In winning agreement and getting
consensus for such ideals we should
not suppose that we have the monop-
oly on truth. We should avoid the use
of jargon, we should remember that
despite everything suffered by them,
new ideas must be carefully digested
by many of our people and, finally,
we must never forget that our ideology
must be so shaped that it meets the
needs of the Irish people and is not
some pie-in-the-sky theory which bears
no resemblance to Irish conditions or
needs. Having agreed on ideology, or
agreed as much as possible, we can
then go forward, taking as many people
and comrades as far along the road as
they are prepared to go.

Support

We need, as a basic and perhaps
primary requirement, the support of
our people. The more. friends we have
the less enemies we have to contend
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with. While it may be possible to
struggle on without mass support, to
be successful we must strive towards
mobilising the maximum amount of
people and enlisting their support, in
a structured manner based on their
needs and geared towards republican
people’s objectives. We cannot gain
the republic without the people. We
cannot do it on our own.

.Education

Education, the key to knowledge,
is needed if we are to understand the
enemy, the struggle and ourselves.
From a gut-patriotic rejection of
British occupation we can become
conscious of our roots, our culture,
our class and of the deprivations in-
flicted upon us by a greedy foreign
power and an equally greedy Irish
ruling class. With such knowledge —
and the acquirement of it is a con-
tinuous process — we can find the
means and the methods of combatting
the enemy.

These then are some ideas, hope-
fully helpful in promoting discussion
and debate in republican circles, Per-
haps some time in the future, le cuidin
dia, we will return to them and elab-
orate in some detail on some of the
individual points made here,
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