Sraith Nua Im| 5 Uimhir 5 Deardaoin Feabhra 3

and retailers in Ireland.

Thursday February 3rd 1983

And a storm over censorship has arisen in the /rish /ndepen-
dent after editor Vincent Doyle censored a favourable review

of the book by C.S. ‘Todd’ Andrews, due to appear in last

Saturday’s edition.

In November of last year, a pre-
view copy of ‘One Day in My Life’
was.sent to Eason’s by publisher
John Feehan of Mercier Press.
They claimed that even though
names of warders in the book had
been replaced by letters — A, B, C,
etc. — their legal advisers were of
the opinion that physical descript-
ions of the warders, the numbers of
the H-Blocks and the dates, might
just lead to identification and a
libel action.

PUBLISHED

Feehan therefore postponed pub-
lication in order to remove all these
details from the text. At the same
time, Eason’s put in an order for
5,000 copies for their bookshops
all over Ireland. But when the book
was finally published and the re-
vised copy sent to Eason’s, they
wrote back to Mercier Press, can-
celling the order without explan-
ation.

Three separate legal opinions
have been obtained by Mercier
Press on the present text and all
three have passed it free from any
possibility of libel. In the event,
the 5,000 copies intended for
Eason’s were taken up by the
Newspread distribution company a
and are selling well in its outlets.

In contrast to the attitude of
the British-owned Eason company
to this already acclaimed repub-
lican classic, is their promotion

A BRITISH army killer-squad
claimed another two victims late
on Wednesday night in the con-
tinuation of the ‘shoot-to-kill’
policy which has been stepped

- S

@ VINCENT DOYLE
editor of the Irish Independent

of other books in their stores.

BRITISH

As well as a large selection of
soft porn, Eason’s specialise in
books extolling the virtues of a
variety of British institutions, from
the royal family to the SAS, the
Falklands/Malvinas conquerors, and
Margaret Thatcher,

But perhaps the most significant
book on Eason’s shelves at the
moment is one entitled ‘Frightened
For, My Life’ described in its blurb
as “a controversial book... which

More victims of ‘Shoot-to-kill

Neil MacMonagle, aged 23, of Shant-
allow in Derry, was shot dead only off, but earliest reports indicated that
yards from his home in the Leafair no weapons were found on the men
estate and another young man, Liam and suggested that a plain-clothes SAS
Duffy, aged 18, of Drumleck Gardens, unit was possibly involved in a ‘stake-
also in Shantallow, was critically in- out’ operation leading up to this

up dramatically in recent months. jured.

| 2
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ensored!

A DELIBERATE pblitical decision, aimed at hindering the sales of the
newly-published book by the late hunger-striker Bobby Sands, ‘One Day
in My Life’, has been taken by Eason’s, Ireland’s largest book distributors

'BOBBY SANDS

ONE DAY

looks critically at the role of the
British prison medical service, pris-
on officers... and the Home Office.
What emerges is a deeply shocking
picture of brutality and neglig-
ence...”

But that book does not deal
with the H-Blocks.

INDEPENDENT
And a further instance of this
1f-i i

reflecting the deep-seated anti-nat-
ionalist venom in certain sectors of
Irish society, took place on Satur-
day morning last at the /rish /nde-
pendent offices.

Independent literary editor Dick
Roche had sought and obtained a
review of the Bobby Sands book
from Tan War veteran C.S. “Todd’
Andrews — father of the Fianna
Fail deputies David and Niall And-
rews. It turned out to be a very
favourable review; Roche had it set
up in type under the headline
‘Testament of a Tortured Prisoner”
and had it laid down ready on the
page for printing.

But after Dick Roche had left
the /ndependent offices, the paper’s
editor, Vincent Doyle, broke up the
page and extracted the review.

Again in contrast, the Evening
Herald, sister paper to the /rish
/i dle had on the previ
evening carried a vicious full-page
attack on the book, under the
headline ‘Juvenile Jottings from the|
H-Block’ and written by Ronan
Farren.

A furious Dick Roche com-
mented: “They’ll be burning books
next/”

INTRODUCTION BY

Sean MacBride S.C.

Nobel Peace Prize Winner

MARCH

The area was immediately sealed

LURGAN

latest murder.

INMY LIFF

AGAINST RUC MURDERS
IN COUNTY ARMAGH

2pm Sunday 6th February,
Meadowbrook Crossroads

Organisad by the famiiles of tne 31X men recently murdered in the arss
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HILDA MacTHOMAS

THE Free State premier,
Garret FitzGerald, ap-
pears to be attaching more
importance to evolving a
Northern policy rather
than just trying to use it
as a handy distraction
from his economic polic-
ies when the Fianna Fail
leadership punch-up ev-
entually subsides.

In recent days, FitzGerald
has been acting the states-
man on the North, whilst his
parliamentary opponents have
gratuitously sparred their way
to permanent headlines, and
his own ministers are left
on their own to face the
wrath ' so far created by
cuts and rising prices.

But there™'seems to be
more to FitzGerald's postur-
ing than this basic attempt to
appear ‘Mr Clean’, concen-
trating on more weighty
matters than the dirty world
of phone-taps, bugs, feuds
and mundane economicstrict-
ures,

And his thinking came out
very clearly on Tuesday night
when he appeared on his
favourite television channel —
the BBC — in an interview.
with David Dimbleby.

DISINTEGRATION

The danger he sees is the
disintegration of the economic
and social system North and
South. And the threat to
these corrupt and failed sys-
tems is not the hypocrisy

of power-hungry Free State -

politicians or the wrath of
workers further tortured by
budgetary blows, but the
significant advance by Sinn
Fein in the North.

FitzGerald has correctly
identified the major threat
to the Irish capitalist estab-
lishment by the apparent
abandonment of the craven
and collaborative SDLP by
the British government. And
in this, in recent weeks,
we have seen all the lIrish
establishment — church, Dub-
lin government and SDLP —
united as never before, in
near panic.

Whilst the British govern-

©® Tugendhat, Heath, Hume and FitzGerald; their smiles hide their shared fear of the revolutionary threat posed by the Republican Movement

ment continue to chasten
both Dublin and the SDLP,
with the salutory withdrawal
of favour in this way — to
bring them more firmly to
heel in the future — Fitz-
Gerald is desperately signall-
ing that he, at least, is ready
to pay homage if given the
chance.

He is equally worried
that the British have once
again miscalculated on Ire-
land and are powerless to
halt the radical progress of
the Northern nationalists,
dramatically accelerated by

the Sinn Fein electoral suc-
cess and continued growth.

FATAL BLOW

Any further advance by
Sinn Fein, FitzGerald correct-
ly construes as a fatal blow
to the SDLP. And Sinn
Fein emerging as the major-
ity voice of Northern nation-
alists would obviously twm
traditional Dublin policy on
its head and expose it as
nonsense.

FitzGerald, on BBC said:

“Our anxiety Is to get
into - a discussion with the

day.

British government as to how
we can prevent that de-
stabilisation, which could be
disastrous for Northern Ire-
land and indeed very serious-
ly dangerous for Britain also.”

The anxiety to “get into
a discussion with the Brit-
ish govemment,” was por-
trayed on the same day,
by the flight of Free State
Foreign Minister Peter Barry
to meet Northern direct-ruler
James Prior in London. The
meeting followed last week’s
brief meeting in Brussels be-
tween Barry and the British

Unionist Squ

BY HILDA MOCTHDMAS

EVEN as the squabbling Official Unionist Party grudgingly de-
cided to end its boycott of the Prior assembly’s committees, on
-] Wednesday, another cause of conflict looked likely to flare up
with: the decision by OUP member Robert McCartney to take
part in a televised debate with Sinn Fein elected representative
Danny Morrison on UTV'’s ‘Counterpoint’ programme on Thurs-

Foreign  Minister, Francis
Pym.

Relations between Thatch-
er -and Haughey had de-
teriorated to such an extent
that, as one political ob-
server put it, the -British
have put the new Dublin
government ‘on probation’ as
it were, and seem unlikely
to be rushed into any kind
of summit meetlng between
the two premiers, in spite

fitzGerald on probation

themselves in total agreement
on practical, everyday re-
pression and collaboration be-
tween their respective armed
forces, the headier and vaguer
notions of FitzGerald in re-
lation to the North must
await a hearing by the Brit-
ish premier on some future
occasion.

POSINGS

Just how silly FitzGerald’s
posings towards the North-
ern loyalists are, was revealed
on Thursday of last week,
January 27th, at a dinner
in Belfast to mark the tenth
anniversary of the enlarge-
ment of the EEC.

Helped by his slavish allies
in the Dublin media, the
Free State premier hoped to
portray his ‘historic’ speech
as an indication of his abil
ity to communicate with his
loyalist brethren (his ‘moth-
er’s people’ as he sickening
ly refers to them).

But whilst FitzGerald sim-
pered in Belfast about the
uniting ability of the EEC,
the reality was that the dinner
was boycotted by both the
DUP and OUP (including
Euro-MPs lan Paisley and
John Taylor).

WOOING

The Free State 'premier,
far from wooing the loyalists,
was left to grin foolishly
at the Dublin-hating EEC
Commissioner, former Tory
minister Christopher Tugend-
hat; former British premier
Edward Heath, whose stock
with Margaret Thatcher is
about equal to that of Charles
Haughey; and, of course, the
worried John Hume.

All found each other in
agreement with the premise
that the IRA are ‘desperate
and ruthless’ people.

And after travelling back
to Dublin, the hypocritical
Garret FitzGerald — without
explaining what happened to
last year’s crusade against
the ‘sectarian’ Free State con-
stitution — launched, this
week the ant|~abomon am-

of FitzGerald's eage to
co-operate.

And whilst Barry and
Prior undoubtedly found

dum, which
has been objected to by
almost all. the non-Catholic
church leaders.

for a humiliation of Kilfedder by

getting the other parties to agree

to stripping him of his power to
personally nominate the chairper-
sons, when the chairs come up for
rotation,

As the boycott continued, dis-
content in the party ranks grew to
the extent that on Friday, January.

28th, OUP assembly member Will-
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The formation last week of an
ad hoc committee on ‘security’
seemed obviously designed to plac-
ate the OUP and provide it with
an official committee chairmanship.

It was even rumoured that the
position would go to Ken Maginnis,
of Fermanagh/South Tyrone; a fit-
ting appointment for the former

McCartney, already a unlonm
maverick, is contravening his party’s
policy to date — shared by Paisley’s
DUP — to refuse to appear live with
any Sinn Fein spokespersons,

The Official Unionist Party
climb-down over its attitude to as-
sembly committees — arising from
what it perceived as favouritism

iam Thompson resigned the party
whip in protest.

However, on Wednesday of this
week, without obtaining the curb
of Kilfedder required, the OUP
capitulated and announced the end
of its committee boycott. And it
now begins to fight for the ground
lost to the DUP in the constitution-

towards the DUP by the speaker, UDR soldier. al arena of the impotent assembly,
Jim Kilfedder, in awarding the which nevertheless always remains
chairs — has been. expected since HUMILIATION

potentially’ dangerous  whilst in
‘existence. .

me begmmng of thg year, But the OUP were holding out
OUEM nsbina vaney -:znu.
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...War News...

IRA raise the roof

E A MASSIVE IRA bomb, placed in a van which had

ar News...

_been calmly parked outside Sion Mills RUC Barracks
in County Tyrone, blew a massive hole in the so-

called ‘blast wall’ designed to withstand. the force

of explosions, and completely destroyed the bar-
racks !:)ehlnd it, early on Thursday, January 27th.
The impact of the blast ripped through the fortified building

s";a“efing_Wi.ndows, demolishing walls and lifting the entire roof
: of the building from its rafters. Because of the location of the

barracks, in the main street of the predominantly loyalist village
close to shops and churches, a 40-minute phoned warning en-;
sured that RUC personnel as well as civilians were evacuated’
from the vicinity, and there were no casualties.

Robbed, because of the IRA

3 unit’s ‘thorough planning of the
operation and their usual regard for
: civilian safety, of even a few token

injured to parade before newsmen,
the propagandistic RUC had to
content themselves with their stock
whine on these occasions, that it
was ‘a miracle nobody was killed".

VEHICLES
The neatly-executed attack: be-
gan around breakfast time on
Thursday when Tyrone Brigade
IRA Volunteers took over a house
in Strabane’s Ballycolman estate
and commandeered a Ford Escort

the vehicles, some of the ASU left,
loaded the massive bomb into the
van and drove it the couple of miles
outside the town to Sion Mills,

Leaving the van directly outside
the barracks on the main street, one
Volunteer then transferred into the
car which returned to the Bally-
colman estate. The ASU then re-
turned to base, having ensured that
adequate warning of the bomb had
been given.

When it detonated, shortly after
9,30am; a huge crater was blown in
the road, making it impassable. The
barracks themselves, ‘according to
the RUC, will probably have to be

van and a Vauxhall Cavalier. Taking

demolished.
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“ANYWHERE Sinn Fein put up a
candidate, they will be faced by the
SDLP,” declared John Hume in an
interview on BBC’s ‘Spotlight’ prog-
ramme on Friday last, anticipating the
decision of his party’s conference two
days later.

And, in the event, the delegates at the
SDLP annual conference, in Belfast’s Europa
Hotel last weekend, voted overwhelmingly
in favour of contesting all 17 Westminster
seats in the next election. One lone voice
was raised in opposition to such tactics, that
of the SDLP deputy-leader, Seamus Mallon,
who had earlier admitted privately to favour-
ing a ‘trading off’ agreement with Sinn Fein
on ‘potential nationalist seats’ — in particul-
ar, one for himself.

As SDLP delegates were voting on the iss-
ue in the Europa, thousands of people were
marching through the streets of John
Hume’s home city in commemoration of
Bloody Sunday: a contrast which will be
remembered by nationalist voters in months
to come.

This increasing alienation of the SDLP
from the feelings of the nationalist comm-
unity had been the subject of several .(ele-
vision programmes and newspaper articles
leading up to the party conference, and far
from refurbishing the SDLP’s political res-
pectability, the conference further. focussed
public attention on the party’s decline.

DISSIDENT ?

The January issue of Fortnight mag-
azine published an.open letter to John Hume
which is strongly rumoured to emanate from
a senior member of the SDLP.

In terms very similar to those usegl by
SDLP dissident Paddy Duffy when inter-
viewed on the ‘Spotlight’ programme, the
letter accused Hume and the_ party leader-
ship of having “/ost touch W(th' gratw-rl?ots
opinion” and no longer Pelxevmg it “res-
pectable to publicly and vigorously identify
with issues such as Castlereagh and the H
Blocks, which would be difficult to expla/'n
and justify to the Garret FitzGeralds and Tip.
O°Neills of this world.”

The same criticisms were repeated on the

f

te P
The liaht’ one d on the

Mid—UIs’t—er constituency. Brendan Martin,

il

® John Hume, leader of the middle-class SDLP whose pz;lltlcal fort-

unes are rapidly declining in the face of Sinn Fein’s radical challenge

the local councillor who has resigned in pro-
test from his seat on Omagh District Council
and from the SDLP, had harsh words to say:

““The SDLP pretended to bring in all the
elements, if people want to join the Alliance
Party, let them do that. Things have become
confused.”

A local SDLP meeting was shown and the
age group of those attending — mostly
middle-aged and elderly — was contrasted
with a Sinn Fein constituency where the par-
ticipants were all quite young.

Paddy Duffy later admitted:

‘“We have failed to bring in the youth.
Sinn Fein are dedicated.... they express a gut
feeling of anti-Britishness.”

And later the same evening, BBC 2's
‘Newsnight’ showed the drift away from the

SDLP to Sinn Fein in Hume's erstwhile
stronghold of Derry.

ATTENDANCE
The lack of young people involved in the
SDLP was picked up again by the television
cameras at the party conference. Indeed,
apart from Hume’s main address, the attend-
ance at the conference was poor, with the
hall two-thirds empty and the level of debate
extremely low.
A considerable number of issues were
referred back to the party executive without
tion. Social and issues were
dealt with superficially and Ireland’s econ-
omic dependency on Britain was virtually ig-
nored. A housinQ document thrown together

and presented fo the conference for discuss- ~

ion was described by an observer from Shel-
ter as ‘pathetic’ and ‘inaccurate’.

The topic of personation at the polls has
become a matter for denunciation by the
SDLP after years of solid vote-stealing by
the party. And there was speaker after
speaker claiming that this was the basis for
Sinn Fein’s success, and supporting a call for
identification for voters — a sudden and
dramatic change in SDLP policy.

ADDRESS

Hume's address as party leader said very
little, blaming everyone and offering no per-
spective. The magic words ‘Council for a
New Ireland’ were deemed sufficient to give
the ordinary SDLP delegates a sense of being
part of something important, without having
to work for it. -

And in a long tirade which blamed rep-
ublicans for all the sufferings of the nation-
alist people and, at the same time, attempted
to explain away the vote they command,
Hume left his audience stunned and silent
(far from winning the | he d)
with his claim that a vote for Sinn Fein “is
a vote for killing working men and women
in the Protestant community who have
donned uniforms and who see themselves...
as the defenders of the Protestant tradition
and way of life in this isfand.”

ROMANCE

But it was the whole nationalist people
that came under fire from SDLP right-
winger Paddy O'Hanlon who declaimed:

“An. unstable. people will always cling
to romance as a substitute for the slow
trickle of reform.”

And he elab d further, laining
that while the SDLP has “the talent and the
intelligence” and “deals in intelligence”,
Sinn Fein plays on the emotions of those
nationalists who are easily led.

In O’Hanlon’s analysis, a fickle and ignor-
ant working class voted for Sinn Fein on the
basis of emotion, but the real political lead-
ership is to be found in the middle-class
SDLP.

Unfortunately for that party, the reality
is- rather that the nationalist people are, by
force of events, the most politically aware
in Europe, and have a disconcerting ability
of being well able to make up their own
iR Sl S, S TR e




Border
incursion

AN elght-strong British army foot pat-
rol crossed 500 yards into County Louth
on Tuesday afternoon, January 25th,
and conducted a search of farm out-
buildings and fields which went on for
half en hour,

The owner of the property, at Raffan,
Hackballscross, informed the British
soldiers as to where they were, but was
ignored. None of them spoke but contin-
ued the search. Other eye-witnesses
claim that they appeared confident that
there would be no Free State army or
garda interruption,

Sinn Fein county councillor Fra
Browne has complained to the Free
State Department of Foreign Affairs at
this latest in a long line of border incur-
sions, and is to raise the matter again at
this month's meeting of Louth County
Council, where growing concern Is being
expressed at the apparent freedom of
British forces to operate in areas south
of the border.

Task Force
defied

THE NAMES of Garda Task Force mem-
bers accused of harassment in Leitrim
and North Roscommon were called out
on loudhailers during a march through
Carrick-on-Shannon on Saturday, Jan-
uary 22nd. Leaflets handed out named
Detective Garda Andy Brennan as the
leader of those involved.

The decision to hold a protest march
against harassment was taken after three
months of intensive Task Force activity
against republicans and their support-
ers, including raids on homes, threats
against employment, accosting on the
street, and ‘promises’ of framing people
on charges.

The march, in defiance of this pol-
icy, attracted over a hundred people. A
meeting which followed in Carrick-on-
Shannon’s town centre was addressed by
Michael Colreavy of Manorhamilton,
chairperson of Leitrim Sinn Fein, and
local Sinn Fein county councillor John
Joe McGirl.

Gorey
supports
rep

AT THEIR January meeting last week,
Gorey Town Commissioners unanimous-
Iy passed a resolution calling for the re-
peal of Section 31 of the Broadcasting
Act which bans republicans from RTE.
The motion was proposed by Sinn
Fein councillor John Sheehan, who is
vicechairperson of the Town Commiss-

Berry taxi
appeadl

DERRY'S 16 black-taxi drivers have
clalmed that constant harassment by the
British army and RUC s putting their

BY EAMON TRACY

the removal by the
unions of all emergency

jon was reluctantly taken on
of this week, January 31st, at

Transport and General Workers
which represents 60% of the
1,200 water workers.

They were supported on
by a similar decision by the
Municipal and Boilermakers’
their

would reconsider

of those on strike.

workers came from the British
at the Northern Department
Environment (DOE),

strike could result in job losses.

PERSISTENT strike-breaking
by management in the North’s
water and sewerage workers’
dispute has caused an es-
calation of the. strike,

The decision to respond in this fash-

ing of shop-stewards belonging to the

(GMBU). Both unions stressed that they
position on
emergency cover if management gave
an undertaking to stop carrying out
any work normally the responsibility

During the first week of the. strike,
intensification of pressure on the water -

David Mitchell,
who threatened that a prolonged water

BY CATHAL O’REILLY
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Waler strike €

with
trade
cover.

Monday
a meet-

‘ Union,
North’s

Tuesday
General
Union

minister
of the

THE ‘no-work’ protest
Armagh Jail has ended after si

They describe their decision as
“simply a case of changing cir-
cumstances demanding new app-
roaches to the situation.

““After careful assessment of all
the factors relating to our current
position we believe that to con-
tinue the protest on a ‘no-work’
basis would prove an unproductive
exercise.

“It is therefore our immediate
intention to maintain and con-
solidate that ground already secured
through the years while at the same
time proceeding to channel our

and ly
through other outlets which we feel
will prove more beneficial in fur-
thering our aims.”

The no-work protest in Armagh
began when Mairead Farrell, the
first woman republican prisoner
sentenced after the withdrawal of
political status, began the campaign
on December 8th 1976.

This was /a parallel development
to that begun in the H-Blocks by

republi p!
x years, according to a state-
ment from the women issued on Monday, January 31st.

the' male republican prisoners but,
unlike the H-Block protest, it did
not include the blanket protest
as women prisoners are not required
by British penal regulations to
wear prison uniform.

ATTACK
In February 1980, the deter-
iorating situation in Armagh took
a dramatic turn when over 30
male warders joined with female
prison staff in a brutal attack on
the 32 women prisoners then on
protest.
The attack, and subsequent
restrictions on toilet and washing
of

© Water workers throughout the North, like these in Belfast’s Oldpark, have been forced to remove smergency
cover due to management provocation

It also emerged that untreated sew-
age was leaking not only into Belfast
Lough, but also into the River Lagan.
The DOE strenuously denied the reports,
but Hugh Minnis of the GMBU retort-

® MAIREAD FARRELL

facilities, forced an
the protest to include a
to wash or slop-out.

The prison campaign in Armagh
reached a pea.k when threewomen,
Mairead Farrell, Mary Doyle and
Mairead Nugent, joined seven of
their comrades in the H-Blocks
on a hunger-strike, which ended
on ‘December 17th 1980, when

refusal

the British authorities gave the
hunger-strikers a d which -

“If anyone requires confirmation of
sewage leaks all they have to do is walk
round the Lagan in East Belfast and they
will find they need a gas-mask.”

second H-Block hunger-strike, for
similar reasons now given by the
women prisoners, who felt at the
time that some gains could possibly

«be made in their situation by a

continuation of the no-work
protest, on. balance they have now
decided this not to be the case.

DECISION

Commenting on the Armagh
decision, Chris McAuley of Sinn
Fein’s Department of Women's
Affairs in Belfast said:

“Throughout the six years of the
protest in Armagh, the women
republican prisoners remained deter-
mined and resolute in both morale
and spirit despite their atrocious
living conditions, loss of privileges
and remission and 23-hour lock-
up.

“Even to the present day, faced
with degrading and humiliating
stri hes, the women on re-

they believed could form the basis
for a just solution to the prison
protest.

Although the male- prisoners in
the H-Blocks ended their no-work
protest in November 1982, just "
over a year after the end of the

d pr in
Jail has been

ip
mand in Armagh have not only
their dignity and self-respect but
have given republican women on
the outside a deep sense of pride.
And they will remain a source of
inspiration to us all in the fight
for freedom.”

informed the deputy-governor of
the situation.

“He told me that a decision on
this matter was out of his hands
and referred me to the NIO. |
contacted them also by phone
today and discussed the matter

Madlicious confinement

—BV EAMON TRACY

THE PLIGHT of two reput
solitary confinement in Crumlin Road
fl taken up by Gerry Adams, Sinn Fein’s elected rep-

livelihood at risk. T i
esentative for West Belfast. with an official in Lord Gowrie’s

Brian Ward, chairperson of the Derry
Taxi Association, says that their taxis are
presently stopped on an average of two
or three times a day and, on occasions,
passengers have been left standing in the
road for up to half an hour while the
RUC or British army search the taxi. He
says:

“It’s ludicrous, at a time when the
job situation in Derry is as bad as itls,
and all the talk of setting up a new enter-
prise zone, that an effort of local enter-
prise and endeavour such as the Derry
Taxi Association is being driven out of
existence by harassment. We would hope
that all local community groupings
would support us in our efforts to stop
, this harassment of our service.””

@ TOMMY McKIERNAN

Tommy McKiernan, a re-
publican
who, along with fellow repub-
lican Bobby Brown, has been
held in isolation in the annexe
of Crumlin Road since last
summer, recently wrote to
Gerry Adams complaining
about the prison administrat-
ion’s refusal to move himself
and Brown to the wings con-
taining republican prisoners.

In a statement, on Tuesday of
this week, Gerry said:

“Mr McKiernan and Mr Brown
have been trying to be moved

remand prisoner _

from the annexe to ‘A’ or ‘C*'Wing
so that they can have the com-
panionship of other remand pris-
oners. The governor of the prison
has informed them that they
cannot be moved because their
lives are in danger from the re-
mand prisoners.

“I have contacted the remand
prisoners on this issue and they
assure.me that this is not the case
and they would be glad to see
both Mr Brown and Mr McKiern-
an out of solitary and into the
wing. | accept their assurance and
their integrity on this matter and
today | phoned Belfast Prison and

office.

“I was informed that Mr Brown
and Mr McKiernan had been held
in solitary because of a recom-
mendation by the RUC. I asked
the official involved should Mr
Brown or Mr McKiernan be sent-
enced would they, on a recom-
mendation from the RUC, have
to spend their entire prison
sentence in solitary confinement?
‘He could not answer this quest-
ion.

“It appears that the NIO and
the RUC are confining these two
remand prisaners in solitary simp-
ly out of malice.”




NORTH BELFAST

informer evidence

8Y SEAN DELANE;'

informer Christopher Black

AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS, Thursday, February 3rd, 1983 < Leathanach 5

Black completes

::'?er:ple':’ed his evidence last Tuesday against the 33
balr_l 5 women he has implicated in a series of
republican activities, and was immediately flown

to England to return to the rou i
¢ nd-the-clock
protection he has received since he agreed tgo t::ﬁ
:’nfor'mer in November 1981. It was his sixteenth
ay in the witness box giving evidence and under

cross-examination.
Throughout this time Black
has - successfully maintained
that his statements to the
RUC were made voluntarily,
without financial inducements
and without prompting or
coaching. However, along with
several inconsistencies in his
evidence — in giving details
and dates of alleged IRA oper-
ations, and those involved in

them — he has been unable to
explain exactly why (other
than that he ‘forgot’) it was
only eight months after he be-
gan giving evidence that he
implicated one of the present
defendants, Toby McMahon,
On Tuesday, his last day in court,
Black admitted that he hadn't been
“looking forward” to giving evid-
ence against the 38 defendants, and

® CHRISTOPHER BLACK

that during the trial he had been
very nervous. “/’m sick every morn-
ing. I’'m not enjoying myself,” he
added.

° Cmm/ln Road Courthouse where informer Christ-
opher Black has now finished giving his n/daqe'

At least two other people are
known to be thoroughly sickened
by Black’s performance in court.
One of them is 70-year-old Rose
Harvey, whom Black has accused of
allowing her Ardoyne home to be
used by the IRA for meetings, and
who had to leave the court after
becoming ill during Black’s cross-

examination. The other is 62-year-
old Mrs Margaret Black, who on
January 12th was ejected from the
court after trying to talk to her son,
whom she has not been able to
communicate with since his Nov-
ember 1981 arrest, and who on
January 18th suffered a heart attack
as a result.

Twinbraok family tormented

BY MAEVE ARMSTRONG

THE O’Connor family in Belfast’s
Twinbrook estate have been victims
of constant harassment by the British
army and RUC since they moved to
their present home in Aspen Walk
from the Turf Lodge estate six years
ago.

In a vicious raid last year a wall between
the O’Connors’ home and their next-door
neighbours was sledge-hammered through
by a raiding party. Members of the family
are regularly on the receiving end of verbal

abuse from British army foot patrols on the
street.

A frequent ploy used to torment the
O’Connors is to ‘mistake’ their address for
someone else’s.

Just before Christmas, for example,
the RUC and British army arrived at the
house with a summons and insisted on
entering. But, after a scuffle with William
O'Connor, it turned out that they were
at the wrong address.

PLOY
This ploy was used again on Tuesday
of this’ week, February 1st, when Theresa

O’Connor answered the door and was ass-
aulted by an RUC man. Her father, William,
who is not long out of hospital after suffer-
ring a heart-attack, came to see what the
fuss was about.

A British soldier cocked his plastic bullet
gun and pointed it threateningly at Mr
O'Connor and when he tried to reason with
them, explaining his condition, an RUC man
pushed him back inside the house telling
him: ““/ hope you die.”

He then demanded William O’Connor’s
name and faked a bewildered expression
before stating that they must be at the
wrong house and departing.

[ BY EAMON TRACY |

THE DAILY harassment of Sinn Fein workers in Belfast got an_
unexpected burst of publicity on Thursday, January 27th, with
the arrest of Sinn _Fein's elected representative Gerry Adams

Ifast, Sean Keenan.

and the party’s h p

They had been in the Springhill
area of West- Belfast from 1pm,
dealing with a number of housing
complaints, and during the after-
noon were constantly observed
from two RUC vehicles and a Brit-
ish army jeep regularly passing by.

Shortly before 4.30pm, the veh-
icles pulled up alongside Adams
and Keenan and an RUC inspector
jumped out and grabbed Adams by
the arm and demanded to know
where he was going.

Adams brushed the hand away
and a heated argument began which
resulted in Gerry Adams and Sean
Keenan being arrested.

CONFUSED ;
Both were taken to Springfield
Road Barracks where a cnnfu‘sed

'son In

Adams replied, however:

“| did not make a formal com-
plaint. In my view, it is pointless
making a formal complaint and
asking the RUC to investigate it-
self.”

He added:

“Such disruption of political act-
jvity is nothing new, of course, and
such actions by the RUC only
reflect the high level of harassment
tactics aimed at nationalist people
on a daily basis.”

PROTEST

And on Wednesday of this week,
Gerry Adams protested in the
strongest possible manner to the
office of direct-ruler James Prior
about the continuing harassment of
Sinn Fein constituency workers.

He referred in particular to the
constant of Sinn Fein

RUC suddenly found tf
the centre of much media attent-
jon. After a number of nervous
phone-calls by the RUC, the two
men were released and the RUC, in
order to hide their embarrassment,
refused to comment on the grounds
that Gerry Adams, tmv‘chimsd,
had made a formal complaint.

worker Padraic Wilson, who was
again stopped on several occasions
that afternoon by British army and
RUC patrols in the Turf Lodge area
while dealing with a number of ad-
vice matters.

Adams commented:

“The RUC and British army

know only too well that Padraic
Wilson and many others like him
are carrying out Sinn Fein con-
stituency busindss, yet he, like
many others in the nationalist
community, is harassed day and
daily by these forces.

““They have done this for years,
but we are still here, and here to
stay!”

Adams called on anyone har-
assed in any way to contact Sinn
Fein immediately.

DRIVERS

Two An Phoblacht/Republican
News drivers were also arrested in
the last week. x

On Saturday, January 29th,
Thomas O'Dwyer was followed by
two unmarked RUC cars after de-
livering papers in County Tyrone.
He was stopped and, even though
he produced his driving licence,
was arrested on the pretext of need-
ing to be ‘positively identified’. He
was held in Dungannon RUC Bar-
racks for almost four hours before
being released.

On Wednesday night of this
week, another An Phoblacht/Re-
publican News driver, Joe Scott,
was arrested by garda Special
Branchmen as he arrived at the
paper’s Dublin offices. He was
taken to the Bridewell for photo-
graphing and finger-printing and
then released.

person Sean Keenan,

RASSMENT

:'!"T, i

y s PR S SR
® Sinn Fein elected represantative Gerry Adams and housing spok
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( BY JACK MADDEN

STATISTICS may not lie but they often tell only half-truths,

as with the official statistics for accidents at work in the twenty- |

six counties. These claim that in 1981 there were 3,865 acc-

idents of which 21 proved fatal.

Frightening enough, but,

according to union sources, these figures are misleading and
represent ohly the tip of the iceberg.

The real figure is hidden under a
veil provided by the inadequate
legislation which covers the area
of safety at work, and is distorted
by management practices which have,
in the past, treated safety at work
as the optional extra of industrial
negotiations, judged by employers
in financial, rather than human,
terms.

+ As higher standards in safety and health
become increasingly relevant in a tech-
nological and chemical age, it has become
more important for workers to know where
they stand in relation to current legislation.
It may come as something of a shock,
therefore, to discover that in the twenty-
six counties only 20% of workers are
protected by law. There are no set stand-
ards for those employed in agriculture,
schools, hospitals, fisheries and forestry!
No provision has been made to include
these areas in the Safety of Industry Act
(1980) which is supposed to be an up-
dating of existing law (the Factories Act

1956).
DANGERS

And the dangers to health and safety
at work are endless. They include threats
from toxic and carcinogenic chemicals,
from radiation, whether from fumes or
direct contact, whether from nommal
usage or accidental spills.

Dust in industry can and does kill,
from coal-miner’s pneumoconiosis, to the
now well-known asbestosis, to ‘farmer’s
lung’ caused by mould spores.

Fire dangers come from the use of flam-
mable liquids, heating and lighting systems,
and smoking. But how many factories,
offices and other workplaces are properly
equipped with fire-escapes and fire-fighting
equipment, or carry out regular fire-drills?

Lifting and handling weights at work
has nothing to do with manly strength,
but requires proper training to avoid
back injuries in particular.

Loss of hearing is one of the most
common industrial injuries through con-
stant exposure to high noise levels from
machinery, without provision of sound-
insulating covers and partitions, or ear-
protection muffs.

Serious eye damage of a permanent
nature can result from inadequate lighting
or from the now common computer
visual display units. A direct eye injury
can often be avoided by safety spectacles.

Inadequately guarded machinery can
result in maiming. In the construction
industry, in particular, injuries from falling
objects, or by persons falling themselves,
or by reversing lorries, run into hundreds
every year.

Electrocution in the factory or office
or outside through contact with overhead
wires, is another frequent injury. Lacer-
ations from the use of equipment are
the most frequent of all.

LEGISLATION

Even those who are covered by legislation
have little reason to be happy, since the
law is weak in the area of safety and pro-
vides mere ‘slap-on-the-wrist’ fines for
employers who disregard statutory safety
standards.

One of the major problems confronting
unions is the attitude, by both employers

and.- government, that accidents are prim-
arily caused by ‘carelessness’. Thus they
concentrate on getting workers to change
their work-habits rather than on the
creation of safer systems of work. The
ICTU in its report for 1981-1982 replies
that “errors of judgement may be factors
in some accidents but it does not follow
that we can cure accidents just by making
people ‘safety conscious’. Work systems
must be designed to take account of the
fact that workers are human apd do some-
times make mistakes.” The law ignores
health hazards and the relationship between
working time, work organisation and health
and safety.

EXCUSE

Another excuse posed by the employers
is lack of finance. They plead inability
to afford an improvement in safety stand-
ards, unaware or uninterested in the
argument, advanced by the ICTU, that
safety saves money. Faced with the threat
of closure or redundancies shop-stewards
do not press for the implementation of
safety standards.

In its report, the ICTU says:

“It is important to recognise that a
central objective of management is to
contain costs — all costs — and that the
health and safety of employees will not
be considered apart from the balance
sheet.”

Even within those areas covered by the
law most accidents are not reported. No
record is kept either by unions or employ-
ers of the small accidents and the ‘near
misses” which happen constantly. A worker
must be out for three days before the
accident is notifiable. There is nothing
to stop an employer relocate an injured
employee in another area where their
ailment will not matter. Thus even a worker
who breaks a leg can be relocated in a
clerical job.

INSPECTORATE

The Industrial Inspectorate, whose ]Db

Those rights are not built into legislation
in the twenty-six counties.

COMMISSION

In October 1980, the Dublin govern-
ment established a Commission on Safety,
Health and Welfare at Work to investigate
and make a report to the Department of
Labour. The Commission is to present
its report later this year, but the prospect
of having any radical policies introduced
seems remote. The ICTU has presented its
own proposals to the Commission which,
if pted, could radically alter legis-

it is to enforce the law, are
through lack of manpower. They prefer

lation in this area.

to work by rather than
and so there are very few prosecutions.
It is clear that that the low number of
prosecutions does not mean a high stand-
ard of safety. Furthermore, it is difficult
to justify prosecution for a moderate
offence when it is obvious that there are
more serious breaches to be tackled.

If, and when, a case does go to court
the end result is a small fine which proves
no deterrent to an employer.

In 1981, a total of 139 cases were
brought before the Free State courts. Of
these, 101 ended in convictions and the
total fines amounted to a mere £1,950.
The choice of paying a large sum to install
proper safety standards or paying a small
fine proves no difficulty to the employer.
Thus it pays not to comply with the law!

In the Safety in Industry Act, provision
is made for ‘safety n:ommmees in a work-
place with 20 workers or more. These

Their proposals ad! -

® That legislation be extended to
include all workers.

@ That safety and health be integrated
into general work organisation.

® That a Health and Safety Authority
be established.

@ That fines be increased to act as a
real deterrent.

The Health and Safety Authority, pro-
posed by the ICTU, would be representative
of trade unions, employers and government,
would formulate, implement and review
a coherent overall policy on health and
safety at work, would have power to
agree on and issue a code of practice and
would be responsible for supervising the
overall enforcement and inspection of
premises.

Certainly, a general policy is badly
needed if safety and health are ever to
become anythmg more than an increasing-

committees are composed of ploy

and employers. No provision is made for
trade union representation and it is quite
possible that a committee could be com-
posed of white-collar rather than blue-
collar employees. In Britain and in the six
counties the trade union is represented a;

ly weak b position in industrial
relations. Bread and butter issues are, of
nesessity, the priority with union shop-
stewards on the shop-floor at the moment

but safety and health at work is non- |

negotiable in the view of the ICTU who

@ Whilst a number of accidents are caused by carelessness, improved ar
and (below), building sites are veritable minefields when it comes to worke

emphalseJt.hat a/l workers are entitled |

that is safe

of right and can du nsf o
the workplace and attend training courses.

to a g
and without risk to health.’




and =7 work systems would reduce thess figures (above);
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men and single women, and
them as to other workers
benefits.

But when a married woman
loses her job or goes sick, she
finds that her equal PRSI pay-
ments do not entitle her to equal
social welfare payments.

le, the

BY RITA O'HARE

the same conditions apply to
before they can qualify for

tribution conditions are also paid
at a lower rate to'married women.
Injury Benefit is £43.50 for
men and single women, but only
£34.45 for married women. Dis-
Benefit is £47.40 for

For
payment for men and single wom-
en on Unemployment Benefit, or
‘on the sick’, is £31.65 per week
_ put the maximum rate for a
married woman, living with her
husband, is £27.80 per week in
these circumstances.

And not only is the weekly
rate of Unemployment Benefit
lower, but it is paid for a shorter,
period — 390 days in the case of
men and single women, 312 days
in the case of married women.

INVALIDITY

Invalidity Pension, paid to per-
sons permanently incapable of
work, is also assessed differently
in this discriminatory way —
£36.50 for all men and single wo-
men, and only £31.25 for married
women.

Benefits that require no con-

the first category but goes down
to £37.50 for married women.
And Unemployability Supplement
is at two different rates as well
— £31.65 and £27.80.

But not only is this discrim-
ination against married women
enshrined in the legislation, but it
permeates the Free State Depart-
ment of Social Welfare officials’
attitude to married women at
every point. §

CHILDREN

A woman claiming unemploy-
ment benefit must prove that she
is eligible for work and, if she has
children, this includes her having
to prove that she has someone to
look after them. But an unem-
ployed husband is not acceptable
in this regard, as this makes him
technically unavailable, and also

RSt
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n the dole

DISCRIMINATION against women under the Free States social welfare
code has long been a source of anger, and remains so in spite of some small
victories won down the years. And the anomalies in the system are many.

Married women who have jobs outside the home, pay the
same. Pay-Related Social Insurance contributions (PRSI) as

frequently rejected is the woman's
mother, even though she has prev-

“iously looked after the children

for her working daughter.

The personal opinion of a dec-
iding officer at the labour exch-
ange is all that is required to ref-
use unemployment benefit to
married women with children, and
almost invariably that decision, in
line with the department’s dis-
criminatory  regulations,  goes
against the woman.

In the same way, married wo-
men with children who are deser-
ted find themselves under almost
irresistable pressure from officials
to apply, on becoming unemploy-
ed, for the Deserted Wives’ Ben-
efit, even though they qualify for
Unemployment Benefit on the
basis of PRSI contributions.

The former benefit has a higher
basic rate, but debars the recipient
from receiving pay-related benefit
which at rates of up to 40% of
wages, cushions the hardships of
unemployment in the early weeks.
The same thing happens in the
case of single mothers.

NOT ELIGIBLE
Up until March 1982, married
women were not eligible for Un-

employment Assistance when the
period on Benefit based on PRSI
contributions ran out. And this in-
cluded married women without
children who were separated from
their husbands and not maintain-
ed by them.

A woman with child depend-
ants could get a Supplementary :
Welfare Allowance, a Deserted
Wives’ Allowance or, if unmarried,
an Unmarried Mothers’ Allow-
ance. But if amarried woman had
no child dependant, she got noth-
i

3

g.
The change in last year’s Bud-
get, making provision for these
women, came about because of a
case taken in the Dublin High
Court by Roisin Conroy, a woman
who had been separated for seven
years and was being maintained :
by her husband. =
When she became unemployed,
Unemployment Benefit was paid
to her for the period of her PRSI
entitlement. She then applied-for
Unemployment  Assistance and :
was refused. She took the Depart-
ment of Social Welfare to court,
but before the case was heard the :
appropriate change was made i
the social welfare code.

CAMPAIGN

A Women’s Campaign for a
Unified Social Welfare Code was
organised to support her in her
fight, and the women involved in
it are continuing to agitate for eq-
ual entitlements for married wo-
men. 3

The group holds weekly meet- :
ings on Tuesday evenings in the 3
Women's Centre in Dublin’s Dame &
Street, and a pamphlet on the :
range of inequalities is in prepar-
ation.

There is still much progress to
be made, but there is at least an 3
organised base on which to build

on. Social welfare payments are, ;-

even at the maximim rate, in- 3
adequate, and there is no reason
.at all why married women, paying :;
into the fund on the same scale :
whilst at work, should quietly acc-
ept even less than that inadequate
rate,
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THE Housing Executive’s cal-
lous disregard for individual
hardship is again illustrated in
the treatment of a needy Bel-
fast family.

The Raffertys, of Westrock
Drive, were allocated a house on
the nearby Whiterock estate over
a year ago. Mrs Monica Rafferty,
who is suffering from Huntington’s
Disease — a terminal iliness — re-
quires constant attention from her
husband, Gerald. They have four
children, aged from 16 to 5 which
gives him a double burden of work
and responsibility in coping with
the family and home.

Mrs Rafferty’s condition neces-
sitates that she is within easy access
of a ground-level bathroom and
bedroom. Quite apart from the
danger of her injuring herself in
falling downstairs, which has hap-
pened in the past, the ground-floor
rooms would, for Mr Rafferty and
his wife, make life that little bit

® Mairead Fox of the Devon-
shire Tenants’ Association.

Monica and Gerald Rafferty

easier.

Ringroadr

The Executive gave the go-ahead

for such conversions over a year
ago, but instead of giving this case
urgent priority barely any work has
commenced and any enquiry from
Mr Rafferty has been met with un-
concern and buck-passing by the

Executive to the builders. Doctors’
reports have been met with the
same attitude and it appears to the
Raffertys, as to many other families
in similar circumstances, that the
Executive revel in their mis-used
power of controlling and determin-
ing their liyes.

uctions

BY EAMON TRACY

TENANTS of the Devonshire housing estate in Belfast’s Lower
Falls area were still successfully halting work on the new Bel-
fast ring road this week, in protest at the damage its construction

is causing to their homes.

Just before 8am on Monday,
January 31st, workmen, who at-
tempted to recommence work on
the ring road site beside the Devon-
shire estate, ran off after being
ct ged by several resi

Since last October, the Devonshire
Tenants’ Association have prevented
construction because they are frightened
by the shattering effect pile-drivers,
yards from their wooden-based houses,
were having. They are also objecting to
a proposed subway, the entrance of
which is being built directly in front
of the estate,

Tenants fear it will become a magnet
for glue-sniffers and muggers.

MEETINGS

Over the last four months, several

association have proposed that, as their
homes are in need of major repair,
after only six years in existence (a fact
acknowledged by a proposed massive
refurbjshing scheme for the estate),
they be only used as temporary accom-
modation for families whose homes
are being repaired.

While these talks were taking place,
the Department of the Environment
(DOE), which® is directly responsible
for building the ring road, kept a low
profile. However, with the refusal of
the residents to be fobbed off with
empty persuasion, the pressure to
begin work again has been increased.

On Monday of this week the first
attempt. by the DOE to defeat the
Devonshire protest began with the
erection of a strong corrugated iron
fence and barbed wire around the
site, but on Monday, and on the follow-

meetings with the Housing
and involving representatives from Sinn
Fein, have. been held. The :tenants’

ing day, were away
by resolute tenants who braved the

- barbed wire and freezing weather. « =~ - = * ~

THE TURF LODGE WOMEN

BY MAEVE ARMSTRONG

HOPEFULLY, by the end of this month, the re-
maining eyesore of what was once the infamous

‘T’ Block and adjacent flats and maisonettes in
Belfast's Turf Lodge estate will be completely
demolished, thanks to the sheer guts, hard cam-
paigning, determination and staying-power of the
women who once occupied them.

The Turf Lodge complex, which consisted of some 311
dwellings — including 31 families in the T’ Block itself — were
built 16 vears aqo and fell into sharp decline with repairs ne-
glected and inefficient amenities. In 1972 a total refurbishing
scheme was launched costing thousands of pounds. But, increas-
ingly, through social and economic influences, conditions re-
verted and during the ‘70s the complex became a ‘half-way-
house’ for refugees intimidated out of Protestant areas, families
coming and going on a temporary basis while they awaited

re-allocation.
Practically every dwelling was
ive d flood-

to give up.”
An outbreak of dysentery in the

prone to
ing and over-flowing sewage, pos-
ing serious health risks to the res-
idents. Their depressing surround-
ings and bleak prospects of being
re-housed led to a whole series
of social problems including nervous
disorders, drinking and dependancy
on anti-depressant tablets.

DEATH

The tragic death of a young
mother in May 1978, who hung
herself in the flats, focussed public
attention for the first time on
the conditions there and triggered
the women in the flats and ‘T’
Block into establishing the Turf
Lodge Flats and Mai: tes Action

lex towards the end of 1978,
with sewage seeping up through
sinks and toilets because of inadeg-
uate drainage, resulted in members
of every household falling sick; four
children were hospitalised. The
committee took immediate action
with residents occupying St Aidan’s
School overnight. In closing and
fumigating the school, the follow-
ing day, the authorities were act-
ually admitting to the residents
that they feared the serious health
threat in the flats. The publicity
generated by the event, plus the
persistent media bombardment in
follow-up protests, spurred the
Housing Executive to announce in
1979 their intention to

Committee. There were only seven
of them in the beginning but they
— with the full support and backing
of all the residents — took on the
enormous workload of organising
protests, pickets, occupations and
sit-ins of government buildings and
Housing Executive offices. All of
them with families of their own,
they put their resources, time and
energy into their campaign.

Kathleen Thibodeau and Sheila
O’Hara, two of the action com-
mittee members, recall the early
days:

‘“We - would  organise protests
from the top of our heads. We'd
get out with the loudhailer, get
everybody out and there on the
spot we’d head off to take over
some building or set up a picket.
It was extremely effective and the
Executive hated the bad publicity.”

The women believed they had
the power in their own hands to
achieve success and, given that on
most occasions it was the women
who did the protesting and agit-
ation, it is no wonder Kathleen
Thibodeau remarks:

“To me, men tend to disrupt
lor destroy a committee. They're
bloody hopeless because they aren’t
aggressive enough. The authorities
react a lot quicker to a group of
militant women. They listen more
because they know we're fighting
for our families and aren’t going

demolish the flats.

However, after a meeting with
the Housing Executive, the year
1985 was mooted and was met with
total rejection by the committee.
The protests recommenced, the
women again to the forefront, and
eventually, because of the terrific
pressure and agitation, they suc-
ceeded, in December 1981, in
forcing the Executive to agree to
begin building 100 new houses in
February 1982 on the new Gort
na Mona site.

COMPLETION

A mere ten months after build-
ing commenced, with the Turf
Lodge women pushing for comp-
letion, the first residents moved
into their new houses just before
Christmas. Today the majority of
residents (apart from a handful
“awaiting houses) have been re-
allocated and practically all the old
blocks of flats and the ‘T Block
have been demolished. Only the
rubble and the few skeletons of
buildings that remain bear test-
imony to the sweat, toil and
determination of the Turf Lodge
women.

“We’re only housewives,” joke
Kathleen and Sheila but the under-
lying truth is that they and the
women like them in similar situat-
ions are far' from being ‘only”
anything!

The new houses in Turf Lodge -
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WOULD readers please note that all
an

notices, birthday grestings, listings for
the What's On column, etc.) should
reach the An Phoblacht/Republican
News office in either Dublin or Belfast
no later than 5pm on the Monday
prior to publication to ensure Inclusion
In that week's edition of the paper.

VOLS FITZSIMMONS/O'HANLON
WREATH-LAYING CEREMONY
Sunday 6th February
After 11am Mass, Ardglas
12 noon, Downpatrick

ndreds of pagr 2" COUNTY DOWN
s of people g
| effe inous l:i:,n CHARLES McCANN/PHELIM GRANT

ncia cts are x COMMEMORATION MARCH
2 On the other h; ml! t-”mg felt there, 2.30pm Sunday 6th February

n other _and,)n is understood that the I Ballyduggenan Villas
yod as liquidators, Stoke: Parade to Cargin Graveyard

Kennedy and Crowley, have made & S, CARGIN

in fees out of the collapse, £750,000
Laurence Crowley, the m
liquidation, who clashed

County Antrim

o Charge of the COMHAIRLE CUIGE
MUMHAN MEETING
2.30pm Sunday 6th February
LIMERICK
Two delegates from each comhairle
ceantair to attend

SINN FEIN DEPARTMENT OF
WOMEN'S AFFAIRS MEETING
8pm Tuesday 8th Feburary
6 Blessington Street
DUBLIN
Speaker: Maggie Langsdorf
followed by informal discussion

But, as they say, every cloud...
* A K

Tr;le Department of the Environment in the Women only
North has announced that it is over-ruling the BALLAD SESSION S
Planng!'gcAznaals Commission and  allowing a COMEDY ACT
new. arrack§ to be built at Racecourse ‘. Featuring Brimmer &
Road, Shantallow, in Derry. Chart Busters

Wednesday 9th February

The Commission had rejected the applicat-
The Rosnaree Hotel

ion on the grounds of “the danger and anxiety

and apprehension accruing from the i ! OROGHEDA
. 5 proxim-

at the site to dwellir an - County Louth
ZIDO/.” ¥ risma e arivary AI:T:::&

Not factors thought worthy of considerat-

ion by the N10. Prisoners” Dependants Fund
* ok &

THE BUDGET & THE CUTS

PUBLIC MEETING
Last Thursday night, renovation work was 8pm Thursday 10th February
being carried out on the advice centre in Carr- ATGWU Hall
ckmore, County Tyrone, of ‘Sinn Fein elect- M"Ib;l?;ﬁ'ns"m

Speakers include Matt Merrigan
(ATGWU) and Joe Duffy (USI)
Organised by People’s Democracy

an EEC anniversary dinner of Free State -

er Garret FitzGerald. PR @ Laurence Crowley — colning it
Not surprisingly, workers were aghast to dis- drunk in the Golden Nugget Saloon at New- an professor from Cork, John A. Murphy, has
cover that the fluorescent light rings they were townstewart after hours. They shouted abuse been slung out of the Free State senate in this
ing were produced by a company called 2t the RUC when they arrived on the scene and  week'’s elections to that useless assembly.

SOCIAL & CABARET
Featuring The Irish Brigade
Friday 11th February

refused to give their names. But does this slap in the mouth mean we The Commercial Hotel
1_ For this lack of solidarity in Her Majesty’s have heard the last venomous vowels from this H(;L.LINC:QSIHE
forces, Keith Allison and Geoffrey Anderson, Whining Sticky fellow-traveller? e
7‘ § FITZGER“‘LD of 6 UDR, Omagh, were each fined £25 at Alas, | think not. A o £
_L—-— Castlederg Court last week. B
. - — * A & The story is told in Belfast of two IRA Vol- s"";ﬂ‘:gff.,'g';.fgf,"”
Jtzgerald with a Union Jack symbol proudly unteers sat over an M60 machine gun at a suit- Film: ‘Out of the Furnace’ —
isplayed on the label. Talk of redrawing the border seems to have able vantage point on the Falls Road waiting Argentina & the Peronists
No need to add that Fitzgerald was ‘Made confused the Daily Mirror, which has never for a British army patrol to come past. Slides: ‘Women of Eritrea’
n England’l quite got to grips with the Irish scene. Ten o’clock comes and goes and no patrol Raffle & social to follow
* A K According to a report in last Wednesday’s appears. Eleven o‘clock, and the two sit patient- 8pm Saturday 12th February
paper, vandals damaged several cars in the car ly on. At twelve o’clock there has still been no The No..5 Club)
| see that Gerry Adams’ book ‘Falls Mem-  park of “the Ulster Hospital in Dundalk, near sign of any Brit patrol. . S
ries’ has reached number three in the best- Bel/fast.” As one o'clock strikes, one tums to the M,,,“-':.L,,':‘ﬂ
llers list as published in the Sunday Indep- * K K other and says: Similar events will be held every month

ndent last Sunday. “l wonder where they are. | hope nothing’s Future films & talks on South Africa

It is also at number two in the ‘Alterative Good to see that the viciously anti-repyblic- happened to them.” Chile
estsellers’ book-list published in the current
ssue of the London weekly City Limits. The FRANK STAGG
ook keeping it out of the number one spot HAVE. YOU COMMEMORATION

HAD YOUR
here is entitled “Keep The Peace’. TAPPED BY THE GARDAI?, (7th anniversary)

g i i i - . 1pm Sunday 13th February
Don‘t look at me, I’'m saying nothing. AT S Sunday 13th Fab
e £ B 2 NN Love Lane
S AL i W,
A British soldier serving in the Royal Reg- \A':ZF':,EnLD

ment of Wales has been jailed for life at Win-
hester for a most sadistic sexual assault and
urder of the wife of a fellow soldier at Alder-
hot in April of last year. Y

Robert Scott, who had recently served in
the North, was described by his adjutant as ‘a
hard worker and popular’.

Organised by Sinn Fein

MUNSTER SINN FEIN
EDUCATION SEMINAR
‘The Role of Officers in Sinn Fein’
1.30 to 6pm Sunday 20th February
Ballyphehane Community Hall
CORK

* K K All comhairli ceantair & cumainn
In April of last year, the RUC were called to WELL,THERE 15 A e officers to attend
a house in Cookstown, County Tyrone, where D RELESSH THAT WHAN A BENEFIT NIGHT

WORL ION =
2 . i i EVERYONE 15 FEELING
an aggressive, abusive man, carrying a child, e PINCH! (10 21 of tha Uetf McKnraBeind)

smelling of alcohol and armed m}h a Io:gded Featuring Brimimer
pistol, was attempting to force his way into 8.30 to 11pm Friday 26th February.
his mother-in-law’s home, where his wife was Dowling’s Lounge
taking refuge. He was arrested and charged. PROSPEROUS
But last week, in Cookstown Court, all County Kildare

charges against him were dismissed.

Ug[gR goldier David Wilson explaineq to the
magistrate that he was merely dropping the
child off with his wife before going to the local
UDR barracks for duty.

* KK

Not so lucky were two UDH.:‘ men f
o 2

ULSTER SINN FEIN
EDUCATION OFFICERS MEETING
11am Saturday 26th February
Sinn Fein Centre
DUNGANNON
County Tyrone
All comhairle ceantair
education officers to attend

ound
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Affairs,

©® Armagh Jail picket
International
Women's Day

FOR THE fourth year in a row, Sinn
Fein is asking its members and support-
ers to take part in a picket outside Ar-
magh Jail, to mark International Wom-
en’s Day. While that day falls on Tues-
day, March 8th, the picket itself will
take place on Sunday, March 6th, at
2pm.

Sinn Fein’s Department of Women'’s
Affairs in Belfast have also extended

an Invitation to other republican wo-
men, in particular those from the twenty
-six counties, to go to Belfast on the
previous day, Ssturday 5th March, for

progranme of discussions, video show,

photographic exhibition and social func-
tion.

Billets.and a creche will be provided.
A bus will leave Dublin for Belfast

on the Saturday morning, and buses will
leave Dublin, Derry and Belfast for Ar-
magh on the Sunday.

Further details can be obtained from
he Sinn Fein Department of Women's
44 Parnell Square, Dublin

IN RTE 2's ‘Midweek Drama’ slot last Wednesday was
‘Spongers’, a play originally shown on BBC some years
ago, but still all too topical today.

Set against a background of and that night, after the Jub-
the queen of England’s jubllee ilee ‘celebrations’, she kills her-
celebrations in 1977, it centres  self end the children with an
around the plight of Pauline overdose of sleeping tablets.
Crosbie, a deserted wife with Television’s tendency is to
four children. Part of her soclal  exploit misery for entertainment
welfere allowance is being de-  purposesand commercial ratings,
ducted to pay arrears of rent and the misery continues. Oc-
and electricity bills and she casionally, a play. like ‘Cathy
simply cannot manage on what Come Home' in | the '60s,
is left. which so shocked opinion that

Her pleas for assistance with it resulted In legislation being
the bills are ignored, while passed to make care of the
the council allocate ds y on Jocal
of pounds to street parties and councils, does have an effect.
the like, But for the most part, such

The last straw comes when  social drama is forgotten or
her mentally-hendicapped dau- treated like last week’s episode
ghter, 13-year-old Paula, Is mov--  of ’Dallas’, a talking-point per-
ed by the local council, for haps but that Is all.
reasons of economy, from the
special residential school to a IRISHMAN

Robert Tressell’s classic novel

hostel for geriatrics, where she
Is condemned to sit in a silent, = 'The Ragged Trousered Philan-
drugged state. throplists' was written in 1910.
Channel 4’s ‘Eleventh Hour film
TABLETS series on Monday was about
Pauline is told that if she the writing of this book and
does not like it, she can take about its author.

Paula home, and the same His real name was Robert
week her last appeal to the Noonan, an Irishman born in
Social Welfare Board is re-  Dublin’s Camden Street.

fused. Pauline takes Paula home, He was a painter by trade,

and SOLP antics A

and the film followed his em)-
gration to Hastings in England
in search of work. ‘The Regged
Trousered Philanthropists’ was
an account of his and his fellow-
workers’ life, exploited and de-
graded by profit-seeking em-
ployers. It was the first novel
of working-<class life in England
written from a socialist view-
point.

Robert Noonan died from
TB in dire poverty in 1911,
He never saw his book pub-
lished, but it survives as a
memorial to a man of integrity
and idealism who fought for the
rights and dignity of workers
until his death.

Not too much integrity on
view on RTE 1’s ‘Feach” on
Monday night. Seamus Mallon
and Brid Rogers of the SDLP
were accompanied by an RTE
crew into Armagh to do a film
report on the murder of six
nationalists there recently by
the RUC shoot-to-kill squad.

There was much hypocrisy
from both as they strove to
show how truly Green they
could be.

ROADBLOCK

At one stage, Brid Rogers
and the RTE crew were stopped
at a UDR roadblock. Brid
leaned out and said pompously:
““I'm general secretary of the

S i : K

® A scene from a BBC production of Robert Tressel
g 4 il

socialist classic, “The Ragged Trousered Philanthropists” :

SDOLP.”

“The what?” replied the
UDR man. “What are the cam-
eras for?”

“It's an RTE film crew,”
says Brid.

“Pull up over there,” tays
the UDR man.

And what does Brid Rogers
take out of her bag when asked
for identification? A Long Kesh
pursel
A graphic film clip of the
confused and confusing SDLP.
David Calvert of the DUP

was also /interviewed on the
programme and wanted an In-
Quiry as to why the RUC had
not been out sooner shooting
down Catholics at this rate,

‘Feach’, being mostly
Irish, has a minority audience,
and can therefore deal with
nationalists belng murdered and
show bloodthirsty loyalists. The
main current affairs programme,
‘Today Tonight’, is confined t
simpering storles on dead UDR

7z

(phone 747611) or from local Sinn Fein

offices.

Wexford

welcome

TWO recently-released republican pris-
oners from Portlaoise were officially wel-
comed home to Wexford on Friday night
of last week at a dinner in the Talbot
Hotel.

Jimmy Kavanagh and Sean Finn were
presented with stauettes of Cuchulainn
by Sinn Fein president Ruairi O Brad-
aigh, on behalf of the Republican Move-
ment in Wexford.

Veteran republican Jack Dunne also
spoke at the eventand made a presentat-
ion on behalf of the local Padraig O
Pearaill Sinn Fein cumann.

SinnFein AGM

AT the recent AGM of the Galway Sinn
Fein comhairle ceantair the following
officers were elected:- chair: Michael
Loughrey (Gort); vice-chair: Maire Ni
Bhriain (UCG); secretary: Bernard Con-
roy (Tuam); PRO: Irene Bean Mich a’
Ri (Galway city); treasurers: John Hynes
(Athenry) and Billy Smith (Galway city);
finance organiser: Brendan Madden
(Athenry); organiser: Matt O Bradaigh
(UCG); delegates to comhairle cuige:
Michael Loughrey and Bernard Conroy.

Spirit of
Freedom
badge

A HIGH-QUALITY badge depicting
Bobby Sands’ ‘The Spirit of Freedom’

(the lark and the Armalite) is now
available.
The badge — which has a green

background, black border and the lark
in gold — is available from Republican
Publications, 2a Monagh Crescent, Turf
Lodge, Belfast, at Stg £1 each (75p
each orders of 20 or more) or Ir £1.10
(80p each orders of 20 or more).

BY ANNE MacKENZIE

A CAMPAIGN Against Plastic Bullets
was launched in London this week by
the National Council for Civil Libert-
ies (NCCL) and the British Society for
Social Responsibility in Science
(BSSRS), a group of radical scientists
who have campaigned against riot con-
trol weapons since 1969.

Among the campaign’s sponsors are John
Alderson, former Chief Constable of Devon
and Cornwall, John MacDonald QC, chair-
person of the Society of Liberal Lawyers,
and London Euro-MP Richard Balfe, as
well as several professors, Labour MPs and
barristers.

The campaign demands that plastic bullets be
withdrawn from service in Ireland and Britain, and
that their manufacture, stockpiling and export be
terminated.

Speaking at a press conference held in the Brit-
ish House of Commons on Monday to launch the
campaign, Labour MP Jock Stallard said he hoped

well as move governments.”” The issuing of plastjic
bullets to police in Britain has raised the level of
concern there.

ARWEN

Jonathan Rosenhead, a member of the execut-
ive committee of the BSSRS, said plastic bullets
were four times more dangerous than rubber bull-
ets. Yet the government remained impervious to
the widespread condemnation. of them, and was
continuing to develop them.

The Ministry of Defence has taken. out three
separate patents on the new ARWEN 37 gun,
which fires several rounds in quick succession. He
stressed that it was wrong to look for a technical
substitute for the plastic bullet — any weapon that.
is going to deter is bound to cause injuries. Instead
of trying to impose a ‘technological fix’, the
people’s underlying grievances must be solved.

Professor Pat Wall, Professor of Anatomy at
University College London, described the impact
of the plastic bullet as “a very severe hammer
blow.” Most of the deaths were caused by_the
weapon hitting the skull directly, resulting in a
massive skull-fracture accompanied by uncontroll-
able bleeding. For each death there were hundreds

1 S i ‘.

the campaign would “stir the public conscience as*

CALL TO BAN PLASTIC BULLETS

gun and (inset) a plastic bullet

® The new Arwen 37 plastic bullet

@ JOCK STALLARD @ RICHARD BALFE

the plastic bullet could never be a safe weapon,
even if fired under ideal conditions by well-trained
troops with guns of improved accuracy. The offic-
ial aim. of the weapon was to produce a stunning
pain — but- the point of a person’s pain-sensing
mechanisms was to tell them they'had been injur-
ed.- There can be no stunning pain without injury.

MEANINGLESS |
Desmond Whitters, from Derry, told how he
had watched his 15-year-old son, Paul, die over ten
days in 1981 after being hit by a plastic bullet. He
was unrecognisable, and his brain and nervous sys-
tem d. If plastic bullets were meant as

of injuries, incl 1t and

of one or bath eyes. He emphasised strongly that

‘a deterrent, they were not working: they only

4t s wia

helped to harden people’s attitudes. The regulat-
ions on the use of plastic bullets'were meaningless,
since British soldiers and police who broke them
went unpunished.

Patricia Hewitt, general secretary of the NCCL,
said the campaign is approaching police authorities
in Britain to persuade them to put pressure on
their police forces not to stock the weapon. The
NCCL is taking the case of Brian Stewart, killed by
a plastic bullet in 1976, to the European Commiss-
ion of Human Rights. The Commission, moving
with unusual speed, has agreed to hear the case in
its next session at the end of February. And in an

X ct, the i is moving
straight to a hearing without seeking the British
government’s observations. If the case succeeds, it
will be a major embarrassment to the British gov-
emment.

MOMENTUM

:l'he_ Campaign Against Plastic Bullets is the
weightiest pressure group yet formed in Britain on
the issue. If it keeps up the momentum it could —
unless blanketed by media silence — bring some
pressure to bear on the government, though a ban -
on the weapons remains unlikely. Also, if Labour
win the next election, the campaign could em-
barrass the party leadership, which d bly .
does not wish to implement the almost unanimous
call made by the last party conference for a ban on
the weapons. | ¢
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TA pobal an domh

hairm eithneacha an plaingad
4 an chumhacht sin & nearty a

ag teacht
don phlainéad “'seo. T4 an daml‘l’:‘d:

$e0 a scrios. Le

N tuiscint 90 bhfuil baol mar ann
t ag na- tiortha ats armtha le
gach neomat a imfonn thart

Nt bembiln B Ve e 9Us & ullmhd chun ghnimh
. SC an méid  acu ar fug 5
aris 34 ot o 5 e r, st chone

eithneacha t§ bochtaineacht f;
or fud an domhain, NfI etlapind
des na galair a lufonn go trom
tlortha is bolchte a cheannsG dg :-Lrw‘t-
reofal an caitheachas ar na hairm - se0
chun sochair an phoball, 2
Is minic agus na ceisteanna seo &
phié gur ar Mheirices agus er an -Riis
s mé a deintear tagairt. Ach, t im-
pleachtai mhéra ag an. geeist 20 do
phobal na hEireann. Mar cheana féin
t Eire & ullmhG chun gur fidir an tir
seo a Gséid mar & ionad ina thosajonn
cogadh eithneach.

¢ ULLMHUCHAIN
Mear is eol ddinn go 1&ir t4

an Bhreat-
ain Mhér ina ch ith t

dabht -er b
ach go bhféadfal an tocras egus go jaer 1 L.

Chontae ar a laghad ullmhaithe chun

"--eithneacha a thdgaint agus tA go
°9r. lathaireacha elle ulimhaithe acu
" r ch}lld den chéras faisnéise/teileach-
n::rt:"d. @-bhaineann le cogadh eith-

Feoi bhun Benbradagh | Contae
Dhoire t uaimh mdr.:?nun:llho go
speisialta chun jonsaf eithneach a sheas-
emh. Sa choimpléasc sin t§ % beart-
aithe 9o gooimesdfal airm - eithneacha
nuair a bheadh déchélacht mér ann go
dtosodh  cogadh  eithneach,  D'dsdidfi
na hairm sin ar eitiedin agus héalacapt-
air @ bheadh ag feidhmi as Baile Uf
Cheallaigh. T§ an t-serioned sin near-

L T il

an faisnbis sin dfreach chuig Govern-
ment Communications Headquarters™ |
Cheltenham, an 6it go raibh an scannal
splaireachta le déanal.

Té sraith stéisilin h

rNORIAArY)

BOYLE, Sean. (8th Annhersary). In
proud d loving ory of Vol Sean
, Oglaigh na hEireann, South Arm-
agh, who died on active service on Feb-
ruary 1st 1975, Fusir s6 bls ag troid ar
son na saoirse. Always remember
his friends and comrades In the Repub-
lican Movement, South Armagh.
CAMPBELL, Tony; McCANN, James;
SLOAN, James (10th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vols Tony
Cam np and James

Sioan, B I

Elreann, who were shot dead by the Brit-
Ish_occupation forces on February Ath
1973. | measc faochra na nGael go ralbh
a r-anamacha. Never forgotten by their
frlends and comrades In the Beifast
Brigade.

GRANT, Pnelimi MCCANN, Charles.

[

chun an falsnéis sin’ a sheoladh go
Lonndain. Cuirtear en comhartha &
Clooney Park go Cromkill atd tacbh
leis an timpeall ar an M2 idir an Baile
Meénach agus Aontroma. As sin seol-
tar an comhartha go Shane's Hill atd
os cionn Lathama agus es sin go hAlbain.

Chomh ' maith leis na Iéthaireacha
thuas luaite @ bheadh ‘ina dtargaid |
gcogadh eithneach nfl dabht ar bith
ach. go mbeadh an' stéisiiin radair i
Bishop’s Court atf cdpla mfle soir &
Dhln Phadraig ina thargaid. Té s mar

(11th n proud and lov-
ing memary (af Vais Phellm arprt and
Charles McCann, Oglaigh na nEireann,
Toome, County Tyrone, who died while
on active service on Febr th 1972.
Thug slad a ralbh acu ag trold ar son na
saolrse. Never forgotten by thelr friends
n

him. Always remembared by the John
Green Sinn Féin cumann, Castisblayney.

, Lism, (2n ).
In proud and loving memory_ of Vol
Llam Hannswsy who died on February
2nd 1981, Proud thoughts of time tog
ether will hold memorles lnac 1ast m:
ever. Always remembered by George an
Mary; lllzyFunll-, Mary and Richarg,

Castieblayney, P

MOHAN, Peadar, (2nd Anniversary). In

Ing memory of Vol Peadar

Ireann, who was

on February 1st

na nGast 3o ralbh

anam. Always remembered by his

friends and-comrades In the Republican
Movemeént, Monaghan.

(2nd_Anniversary). In

nEireann, who was killed In a car crash
1981. There will

always preclous memorles of the day
when you were here. Always fondly
remembered by his loving parents In

In the Move-

and
ment, Toome.

Llam. (2nd ¥).
loving memory of ol
Belfast Brigade, Og-
who died on February

Y.
In proud and
Liam Hannaway,
laigh na hEireann,

ag trold ar son saolrse mhuintir na hEir-
eann. Never forgotten by his friends and
comrades In the Belfast Brigade.

chuid den chéras chun folsi lusth
a thabheirt don Bhreatain ma dhein-
eann an R{s ionsaf orthu. - ;

Té& go leor fianaise eile againn go
bhfuil na Sé Chontae & Usald mar chuid
den chbras eithneach atd ullmhaithe
@g an mBreatain.

':ithe freisin chun ionsaf eith a

T6 sirm eithneacha acu agus mar s dﬁlr\.
th siad ullamh iad a Gséid. N7 hamhéin
sin ach d'admhaigh Francis Pym ar
chlér Question Time le Robin Day ar
an BBC go mbeadh siad sésta iad a Gssid
I dtosach béire sula n-Gsiidfeadh son tir
eile iad,

W

SLATE IN
il
2-Nfil an bérd sa séipéal
3—An bhfuil an bhean sa trasin?
4—C§ bhfull an leabhar dubh? -
5—An bhfuil an fear sa bhéd bui?
6—Té an capall ban sa phairc.
7—Nil an bhean sa siopa.

8-Cé bhfuil an peann glas? -

_ STAISIOIN
T4 rr:lilhlir sna S Chontae go bhfuil
cumas @isteachta acu’ ar chumarsaid

amuigh ‘er -an t-Atlantach. s iad sin, -

Clooney Perk | dTaobh an Uisce |
Doire, ‘Island_Hill &ta os clonn Strang-

muigh d'oirtheat Bhéal Feirste. Cuirtear
g

ford Lough agus Gilnahirk -ats leas-

PRONUNCIATION: The pronunciation
given in brackets is as near as possible
10 the sound.

CH is sounded as in LOCH ERNE,

D and T before A, O and U are
thick; spoken with the. tongue pressed
against the upper front teeth.

DH and GH are like.a G far back in
the throat — almost a gargle.

9—An bhfuil an blath sa ghairdir
10—Nil an mhuc sa chrann,

TRANSLATE INTO IRISH

1—Is the cow in the field?

2—Where is the priest?

3—The father is not at home..

4—Is John in the room?

5—The letter and the book are in the

box.

6—She is not in the kitchen.

7—The red-haired boy is in the school.

8—The poor man s in the bus.

9—The rich man is not in the boat. /
10—Where is the red train?

TRANSLATE INTO IRISH
1-That's a good girl.
2-11

3—Good night.
4—| have enough.

TRANSLATE INTO ENGLISH
1—Go n-éiri adh leat.
2—Maith an fear.
3—Cé mhaid?

ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS
1—The box Is in the school.
2—The table is not in the chapel.
3—Is the woman in the train?
4—Where is the black book?
5—Is the man in the yellow boat?
6—The white horse is in the field.

barret

Another

BY PETER O'ROURKE |

IN FEBRUARY 1534, following a series of reports to th_a English k.ino,
. Heary VIlJ, complaining of a dwindling Plla,_G-rnt Og Fitzgerald, ninth
Earl of Kildare, an old enemy of the Tudor kings, was summoned to Lon-

don and lodged in the Tower.

Before leaving Ireland he appointed
as his deputy -his eldest son, Thomas,
Lord Offaly, known to the Irish as ‘Silk-
en Thomas' because-of the silk garments
he wore.

The pro-English faction of the Irish
Council spread a report that Garret had
been executed in London, and in a dram-
atic moment in June 1934, in the coun-
cil chamber of St Mary’s Abbey, Dublin,
Silken Thomas flung down the sword of
state and declared ~himself Henry’s
enemy.

The rising that followed was short-
lived. In July he failed to take Dublin
Castle and retired to his stronghold of
Maynooth Castle. By this time his father
had taken ill and died in London and Sil-
ken Thomas succeeded him as tenth Earl
of Kildare,

The rebellion of Thomas Fitzgerald
was quelled with ruthless severity. In
March 1535 the new-Lord Deputy, Sir
William Skeffington, attacked Maynooth

« Castle with @ large army.

After ‘two-thirds of the- defenders
were killed, the rest surrendered and
were given what became known as the
Maynooth Pardon — they were all
slaughtered.

In August, following a guarantee of
personal safety, Silken Thomas surren-
dered unconditionally and was sent to
London. There, after a miserable sojourn
in the Tower, he was executed along
with his five uncles, the brothers of
Garret Og Fitzgerald.

The last of the Kildares were hanged
drawn and quartered at Tyburn, in Lon-
don, on February 3rd 1537.

P VoG

It kAN

REM EM BERIN GRH EJPASY
thgera

* 9=Isthe flowerin the garden? eaull

@ T§ an t-alt seo bupaithe ar an
t-eagrin Is déanal de Dlnrmalzanl
Today, nuachtin an bhrainse

annach CND. Molaim dfr leith-
eolrf ul uachtin seo d'thill
churi ‘breis e d'thall. Is feld!
@ d'fhill ach £2.50 a sheoladh
dtl Irish Campalgn for Nuclear
Disarmament ag 2 .Ard Alainn,

igh.

7—The woman is not in the shop.
8—Where is the green pen?

10—The pig is not in the tree.

IRISH TRANSLATIONS
1—An bhfuil an bhé sa phairc?
2—Ca bhfuil an sagart?
3—Nil an t-athair sa bhaile.
4—An bhfuil Seén sa seomra?

Y, Liam. (20d y).
In proud and ‘loving memory of my dear
husband, Vol Llam Hannaway, Belfast
Brigade, Oglaigh na hElreann, who died
on February 2nd 1981. RiP. Masses
offered. Mary, Quesn of the Gae), pray
for_him. Always remembered and sadly
missed by his loving wife.
v, Liam. (2nd y).
In proud and loving memory of. my dea:
father, Vol Llam Hannaway, Belfas!
Brigade,” Oglaigh na hEireann, who died
on February 2nd 1981. RIP. Mary,
Queen of Ireland, pray for him. Always
loved and remembered by hlis loving san
Terry and famlly.
A Y, Liam. (2nd
In loving memory of my father,

Y.
Vol

2nd 1981. Chalth 56 a shaol ag obalr agus 20tten

t on February 1st 1981. Mary, Queen of

County
MOHAN, Jeadar. (2nd Anniversary). In

as a result of a
1st 1981. S.
o his
Francls; and sister Marg.
Tracy.
MOHAN, Peadar. (2nd Anniversary). In
fond and loving memory of my dear bro-
ther and comrade, Vol Peadar Mohan,
who dled In a car crash on February 1st
1981. In death, Peadar, you are still an
Inspiration to me and ail your comrades.
Always remembered by- Patsy (Port-
laolse), Caroline and Kerry.
™M (2nd Annlversary). In
memory of Vol Pead-
ar Mohan who dled In a car accident

freland,
remembered by Eugene,
Peadar MacNamee.
MOHAN, Peadar. (2nd Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol Peadar
Mohan who was killed In a car crash on
reland unfree shall

always be with him. Always
Mary  and

Sinn Féin

Liam Hannaway, Beifast Brigade, Og-
laigh na hEireann, who died on
2nd 1981, Mary, Qi of the Gael,

pray for him. Remembered always by
his loving son Diarmuld, daughter-in-law
Rita, and grandchiidren Mairead, Rolsin,
Bronagh, Gralnnie and Dlarmuld.

v, L

, Liam. ( 2
In proud and loving memory of my fath-
Vol Llam Hannaway, who dled on;
ruary 2nd 1981. RIP. Mary, Queen
of Ireland, pray for him. Remembered

MOHAN, Peadar. (2nd Annlversary). in
proud and loving memory of Vol Peadar
Mohan who was tragically killed on Feb-
ruary 1st 1981. We always hold him in
our memorles as-a shining example of

true Always
by his friends and comrades In the John
Green Sinn Féin cumann, Castleblayney.
GhAINBHEITH, Liam; GhAINBHEITH,

culmhne ar mo bheirt
Tomas a fualr bas ar

Llam Hannaway who died on February
2nd 1981. We are proud to have known

always by his loving daughter Josephine, Tomas. | ndil
John and g Sean,
Clara and Kevin. <
Y, Llam. (2nd y). ar
In proud and loying memory of Vol naomhtha

Eandir 1G 1980 agus Liam a fuair bis
Feabhra 20i 1981. A chrofdhe ré-
osa, déan trécalre orthu.
| gculmhne | gcdnal ag Alfle, Sfobh-
4n agus an clann ulllg. -

Is ex-
tended to our friend, Kathieen, on the
death of her mother: Mary, Queen of

FARRELL. Deepest sympathy

Ireland, pray for her. From Pat Mc-

Govern, Christy and Cormac.

MOORE, O'DONNELL. The Clare Sinn

Féin comhalirle ceantalr extend their

deepest sympathy to Mary Moore,

on the death of her father-
and to the famlly of the late

Vol Phil O'Donnell.

5—T6 an litir agus an leabhar sa bhosca.

6—Nil si sa chistin.

7—T4 an buachaill rua sa scoil.

8—Ti an fear bocht sa bhus.

9—Nil an fear saibhir sa bhad.
10—Ci bhfuil an trasin dearg?

IRISH TRANSLATIONS
1-Sin cailfn maith.
2—Figaim fitsa é.
3—Oiche mhaith.
4—Ti go leor agam.

GREETING'S]

DOHERTY, Tony. (H1-Block). Happy
birthday, Tony. From your friend
Monga (Portlaolse).

MAGEE, Paul. (Portlaoise). Wishing you
a happy birthday, Paul. Sorry we're
but we'll have a vodka for

KA A A A A A A AAAAAA A AL LA AR

you. you. Mleedl,
HA AR A A A A A A A A A A AR A AR AN

Good luck. From Claire and George.
O'DOHERTY, Shane. (
birthday, Shane. There'
crack where you are but we're thinking
of you. Love and best wishes from
Elleen, Michael, Donal and Elleen Og,
Belturbet.

O'DOHERTY, Shane. (Gartree). Another
birthday, S.P. No problem (I hope) to
you. Make the best of It. Thinking of

ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS
1—Good luck to you.
2—Good man|
3—How much?
4—Be careful.

Bloody Sunday.

The - meeting followed a march
through the city led by a colour party
and the St John Ogilvie Band from Glas-
gow. Among the marchers were conting-
ents from Sinn-Fein, trades councils and
trade unions, the Troops Out Movement,
the IRSP, women's groups, Irish solidar-
ity groups and Iranian students.

GLASGOW =
In Scotland, on Saturday 22nd Jan-

BLOODY SUNDAY
COMMEMORATIONS
IN BRITAIN

SINN FEIN elected representative Jim McAllister of Armagh received a
standing ovation at Leeds Town Hall on Sunday, January 30th, when he
addressed over 1,500 people who had

arally to

uary, Bloody Sunday was commemorat-
ed by a march in Port Glasgow which
was led by Irish and Scottish national
flags and 14 black flags. Banners were
carried by Glasgow, and Birmingham
Sinn Fein, Clydeside Troops Out Move-
ment, the Scottish Republican Socialist
Party and the Labour Committee on Ire-
land, A »

Five local bands took part in the par-

John'Bap’ Kelly
commemoration

A MARCH was held in Glasgow's Roy-
stonhill area, on Saturday January 22nd,
to commemorate the anniversary of the
death of Belfast Brigade IRA Volunteer
John ‘Bap’ Kelly.

The march, organised by the Scott-
ish Republican Band Alliance, was led by
the Glasgow-based John ‘Bap’ Kelly
Memorial Accordion Band and four
other bands took part.
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Draw
results

An Cumann Cabhrach, West Limerick
Annual Draw

1st (bodhran): No. 727; 2nd (sports
bag): 2077; 3rd (leather belt): 517.
Louth Sinn n

Christmas Draw

1st (hamper): Madellne Maguire, Willow-
dale Bay Estate, Dundalk; 2nd (turkey):
Pat Gaskin; 3rd (splirits): Butch & Misty,
¢/o 24 Fatima Court, Dundalk; 4th
(ale): Jim Mackin, Fatima Drive, Dun-
dalk; 5th (shirt): John McArdle, c/o
Ecco Ltd, Dundalk.
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and rain could not deter the thous-
ands of marchers who swelled Derry’s

commemorate the eleventh annivers-
ary of Bloody Sunday.

They came from Dublin, Cork, Belfast
and even Glasgow to join in the march which
was organised by Derry Sinn Femn and which

marchers.
Altogether, 14 bands formed up in Cen-
tral Drive under the close scrutiny of a low-

Scottish bands from Glasgow who had trav:
elled over for the commemoration. Severa
others were from Belfast, but among the
many Derry bands the pride of place was re-
served at the front of the march for the
newly-formed Francis Hughes Memorial
Band from the Waterside who were making
their debut. Dressed in smart green uni-
forms, the 57-strong band were precise in
their drill, talented and extremely enthus-
iastic,

Also making its first public appearance
was a striking and colourful banner made by
Derryman Joe Coyle in honour of hunger-
striker Francis Hughes, depicting a six-man
IRA firing party and a portrait of Francis.
Mr Hughes and his daughter, Noreen, were
present for the unveiling and a loud cheer
rang out from the crowd as it was raised to
begin the march.

DIGNITY

Relatives of the 14 dead, bearing wreaths,
led the march. Behind them, 14 young girls
and boys carried black flags in silence and
dignity. The march made its way to Free
Derry Corner for a meeting chaired by Neil
McLaughlin of Derry Sinn Fein, who prais-
ed the determination of all those who had
braved the elements and travelled long dis-
tances:

“It is very evident from the vast crowd
today that the people of Derry and the
people of Ireland have not forgotten those
who were brutally murdered on this very
street 11 years ago,” he said.

He introduced his first speaker, Derry-
man Patrick Coyle, who was released last
August after six years on the blanket in
the H-Blocks, and he was followed by Jim
Wray, who spoke on behalf of the bereaved
relatives, and whose son, Jim, was shot down
in Glenfada Park and shot several times at
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DRIVING snow, hailstones, winds .

streets last Sunday, January 30th, to |

retraced the original route taken on that *
fateful Sunday by the 20,000 civil rights

flying British army helicopter, five of them |

@ PATRICK ® MARTHA

COYLE McCLELLAND
point-blank. range by a member of the Para-
chute Regiment.

“These soldiers were described as only
doing their job,” he said. “What was their
job? To murder, to keep you people off the
streets. But you have answered them today.
You have shown them the futility of the
murders on Bloody Sunday. You will not be
coerced, you are still on the streets and will
remain there.”

® The main speaker, Gerry Adams (second from left), flanked by Sean Keenan, Jim Wray
and Martin McGuinness

sswEs no-one on this demonstration or on this plat-

Martha McClelland, who has just return-
ed from the United States after a three-
month speaking tour, told the crowd:

“In city after city, once people heard the
facts of life under British rule in Ireland,
they agreed that resistance to British rule, by
whatever means are necessary to win, is far
more legitimate than British rule in Ireland
can ever be.”

The main speaker, Gerry Adams, Sinn
Fejn vi ident and elected rep

ivev for West Belfast, was introduced to a
loud welcoming cheer from the crowd.

- He said:

“Bloody - Sunday was a well-planned
shoot-to-kill operation, cleared by the high-
est level of British govemment authority,
co-ordinated by the British army’s General
Ford, and aimed at provoking the IRA into.
a ion with the ists of the
Parachute Regiment.

“For his part in these murders the Para-
chute Regi s der was ded
the OBE, and Downing Street, following
pleas from the Irish establishment, gave us
their ‘Widgery Whitewash’. Now, 11 years
later, the British army and RUC are still
engaged in their shoot-to-kill operations.
They are also receiving the same pleas from
the SDLP and Catholic hierarchy for more
Widgery enquiries.”

CONTRADICTORY

Adams emphasised that now, just as on
Bloody Sunday, the British government had
issued contradictory statements in an att-
empt to cover up the truth. And he asked
people to take note of the absence of es-
tablishment politicians and the clergy, an
indication that “if nothing else, ensures that

‘ show on the anniversary of Bloody Sunday,
. because it gives us the opportunity to

* backers that what is happening here on the,
' streets of Derry is more important in polit-

| Fein bashing’ by the SDLP, the Catholic

form will sell us out.
“For that reason we should congratulate
the SDLP for organising their political side-

remind them and their British government

ical terms, than any SDLP conference.”
Speaking of the recent spate of ‘Sinn

Church and Leinster House, Adams asked:

“And what have we done to-deserve such
venom? Hardly our clearly stated political
defence of the IRA’s right to engage in arm-
ed struggle. We have never made any secret
f our attitude on this issue. No, the recent
ttacks have come because we had the aud-
acity to get elected and because people like
you had the audacity to vote for us.”

He then added (much to the amusement
of the crowd):

“This, from the establishment’s point of
view, is unforgiveable. Imagine it: the IRA
and Sinn Fein actually have support! Sinn
Fein spokespersons actually have the ability
to articulate on republican policies!”

He continued by pointing out the failure
of the SDLP to give the people a principled
leadership which was one of the main reas-
ons why they are becoming increasingly ir-
relevant.

“Sinn Fein are providing a principled pas-
ition not only on the question of the British
presence and all that flows from it but are,
in real terms, dealing with, and giving leader-
ship to, our people on a daily basis."

BLAME

“The SDLP have chosen their side and,
because of this, while they blame everyone
else, they are now a party in decline. This
process, whether it be lengthy or otherwise,
has commenced already and Sinn Fein, with
youth and principle on its side, is going to
ensure that never again will the nationalist
people be sold out by Uncle Tom careerist
politicians.

“Let us go from here today, pledging
ourselves to ensuring that the dead of
Bloody Sunday and all those who have died,

g of their cil in Ireland,
will not and have not died in vain. Those
who kow-tow to the terrorists of Downing
Street have everything to lose. That is why
they squeal so loudly. We have everything
to gain. That is why we struggle so deter-
;nir;e;ﬂy. There is work to be done. Let us

0 itl” A
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