IRELAND'S BIGGEST SELLING @"‘
POLITICAL WEEKLY

PIIIIBlM:IIl

Republican News

(Britain 26p) Price 20p

Sraith Nua Iml 5 Uimhir 8 Deardsoin Feabhra 24

Thursday February 24th 1983

 The derelict Albert Bar in Armagh city where a member of the notorious
HUC shoot-to-kill squad died in an IRA bomb blast on Manday 21st February
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RA on the attack

IN A STRING of attacks across the North over a four-day per-
iod this week, the IRA once again showed its ability to switch
from a period of apparent lull to one of successful action, with
operations which resulted in the deaths of two RUC men and
the wounding of another RUC man and a UDR soldier.

Tragically, the spate of action was
marred by the death of a civilian,
standing in for a UDR soldier, in a
case of mlmken identity.

The effi of the
attacks was underlined by the fact
that one of them — an ambush at War-

<l

the enemy barracks.

And the death of one of the murder-
ous shoot-to-kill Divisional Mobile
Support Unit in a remote control
bomb attack in Armagh was a timely
confidence shaker for that particular
RUC menace.

renpoint — took place directly outside. ., ; ,The squeals of .condemnation from
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church leaders, SDLP collaborators
and loyalist politicians against the
IRA can yet again be contrasted with
the mild expressions of concern and,
indeed, the open delight which mark-
ed the exploits of the same RUC killer
squad in Armagh only two months
ago.

HEARTENING
For b li con-

guerrilla war is always heartening. And
for the repressors, it is always a dis-
heartening blow to morale.
The armed struggle is an essential
I of the republi struggle,
which has been complemented in rec-
ent months by dramatic progress in
political growth and economic and
social agitation.
Together they make an unstoppable
of which shakes

tmuously atthe receiving end of British
repression, the regular and reliable
ahility, of the IRA to, wage an effective

with ever-increasing force the foundat-
ion of British rule in Ireland and hast-
ens, its day of departure;: -4
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BY KEVIN BURKE

YET AGAIN, a storm of contrived
hysteria has been whipped up over
an Irish issue and the Greater London
Council (GLC), where the controlling
British Labour Party is led by the
British media’s favourite hate-figure.

An application made by the Troops
Out Movement for a GLC grant to monitor
the operation of the racist Prevention of
Terrorism Act (PTA), fell this week amidst
tumult from politicians and media.

And instrumental in stopping the plan
was Labour Party leader Michael Foot
who had hypocritically pledged already to
lead his MPs through the Westminster lobby
against a renewal of the PTA. His pressure
on the GLC Labour Party succeeded, almost
on the eve of the crucial Bermondsey by-
elecnon in re[ecﬂng the plan

af GLC
Iaadnr Ken Livingstone sald that uf more
than 1,000 Londoners detained under the
PTA, only 2% were found guilty of any
offence.

“Clearly this must create a lot of resent-
ment,” he said, “with a consequent effect
on community relations.”

In a statement on Tuesday, February
22nd, the Troops Out Movement said it
was ‘horrified’ at what had happened to
the application:

““The hysteria generated bears no relation
to the actual application for a grant towards
monitoring the PTA. It would appear —
bearing in mind the proposed visit of Danny

Morrison and Gerry Adams last year — that
there are only two positions possible: total
support of the British government or total
support for the IRA, with no room for any
middle of the road attitude.”

The grant sought by Troops Out would
have amounted to £53,000 over the next
two years.and would have gone towards
two salaries and an office from which the
PT/Q monitoring project would have oper-
ated.

From this base, the full-time workers
would have offered practical help for those
affected by the PTA, collected a detailed
body of evidence on the operation of the
legislation by the police, and published
reports of their findings.

Sponsoring the application were two
Labour Party MPs, Reg Race and Ernie
Robens Pat Delaney of the Irish in Britain

Group and J han Ros-
enhead of the British Society for Social

Responsibility in Science.

Several Labour GLC councillors were
also in favour of the grant being given.

The application has now been shelved,
but is expected to be reconsidered in a
month’s time when the Troops Out Move-
ment will be re-applying, and in the mean-
time tney are expected to canvass exten-
sively for support for the plan from local
London councils, further Labour MPs and
civil rights groups and individuals.

T ———

The struggle could yet prove to
be pivotal both in respect of forc-
ing a change in legislation which
allows the jailing of workers involv-
ed in an industrial dispute, and in
providing an inspiration to hundreds
of other workers faced with re-
dundancy.

The occupation of the Ranks
flour mills — for which the 14 are
in jail for an indefinite period for
defying court injunctions — is con-
tinuing, with wives of the jailed

@ Wives of the jailed Ranks workers join the occupation of the mills earlier this mk I

a major shut-down if the men are not rel

Ranks 14
gam support

B8Y DAMIEN O'ROUBKE

THE EXEMPLARY persistence of the 14 jailed Dublin Ranks
workers began to bear fruit this week as a number of groups
of trade unionists held work stoppages in their suppon and the
ITGWU finally began to show some of its le by th

o erraitih e gl
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for supportive work stoppages, 600
dockers, checkers and maintenance
workers in Dublin port walked
out during the afternoon in support
of the jailed 14.

d by the kend

On y, their

men joining the protest inside the
factory.

On Saturday last, about 300
people marched from the Phibs-
boro plant to a protest rally at the
GPO via Mountjoy Jail where pick-
ets are maintained every evening.

And on Monday morning,
O’Connell Bridge was blocked by
workers and supporters for an
hour during peak traffic time.

On Tuesday, following calls,
in particular trom the ATGWU,

Fianna slam
Kelly's view

THE HARSH reality of life in capitalist Ireland was brutally L
outlined by Fine Gael’s John Kelly last weekend when he claim-
ed that there will never be full employment in Ireland.

The Free State’s education sys- heinous by the fact that it was
tem, instead of filling young inflicted by Irishmen on their
people with hope of a livelihood fellow countrymen. s
in lIreland, should = instead - be “Today, emigration is being tout-

gearing them towards emigration,
he said.

In a statement, Na Fianna
Eireann (Republican Youth Move-
ment) commented:

“Between 1951 and 1961, over
400,000 people emigrated from the
twenty-six counties. They left be-
cause the land of their birth could
not provide them with the means to
live. That crime was made the more.

es, AnCO,

ed as an alternative for the youth
of this country once again. And so
it is — under capitalism. But then
for young people capitalism holds
nothing but increasing unemploy-
ment, education cut-backs, and in-

equality.
“All the youth employment
projects — the work-experience

schemes, the pre-employment cours-
COT or SFAPCO. —

@ John Kelly gave us Fine Gl.l'tln:

wer to unemployment — emigration|

will not solve the problem of un-

employment because they don‘t

tackle the fundamental cause which

is an -economic system based on
, explojtation and an greed.” . . ,

TCD strike begins

MAINTENANCE and security workers at Trinity College Dublin began a
strike on Monday of this week in pursuance of a £7.50 parity claim. About
480 members of the FWUI are involved.

" The strike, the first ever official stop-
page at the university, follows the refusal
to Increase wages in line with the grades
in Dublin Corporation, which received
increases last year, and with which the
university workers have parity.

The TCD authorities claim that the
public pay-freeze prevents them from
paying the incresse due to the
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| 7:OnMondsy an sttemipt'wes made to | > dutibsiof the striking warkerss « . *
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was foll d by about 300 workers
at the Datsun factory in Dublin and
messages of support and pledges
of action coming in from around
the twenty-six counties reached a
steady flow.

Then, on Wednesday evening,
the ITGWU, who have refused to
give official backing to the Ranks
action, finally conceded to the

and

da
strike of all ITGWU members if
the men are not released by the
weekend.

break the strike on its first day with an
offer to students to do the work of the
strikers at the rate of E3 per hour. But -
this was quickly withdrawn after strong
protests from both the FWUI and the
students’ union.

Some secretaries and clerical swff,
ond a few of the academic staff, are
refusing to pass the picket, -lmmﬂl

others are carrying ‘out some of the
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...War News...War News...War News...War News...War News...

IRA INTENSIFIES ATTAGKS

ACROSS THE occupied North, over the past week,
the IRA intensified its level of successful mllltary
operations fairly dramatically, resulting in the
deaths of two RUC men and the wounding of one
RUC man and a UDR soldier. Regrettably how-
ever, the IRA also shot dead a civilian in a case of

mistaken identity.
WARRENPOINT ATTACK

The South Down Brigade of
the IRA successfully ambush-
ed and shot dead a member of
the RUC Reserve in the centre
of Warrenpoint on Sunday
20th February.

The 20-year-old Reservist — who
had joined the RUC in June 1981 —
was caught in a sustained burst
of automatic gunfire a he left
the local barracks in Charlotte

Street and crossed the road towards *

a sweet shop. He was hit several
times in the chest and died soon
afterwards.

As the active service unit with-
drew safely, a Volunteer lobbed
a hand grenade at the barracks,
which although not causing any
serious damage, succeeded in deter-
ring its craven occupants from
taking up pursuit

RUC CAUGHT IN
BOMB BLAST

The second RUC man to die at
the hands of the IRA in the space
of little more than 24 hours, was in
the nationalist Shambles area of
Armagh city, on Monday 21ist
February.

At around 8.30pm, members
of the notorious shoot-to-kill Divis-
ional Mobile Support Unit (believed
to be the unit responsible for the
deaths in Armagh city of Seamus
Grew and Roddy Carroll last
December) were travelling in two
unmarked cars along Lower English
Street, and stopped at the junction
of Cathedral Road where several
members of the patrol got out of
the cars and took up cover posit-
ions.

Moments later, as they returned
to their cars, IRA Volunteers in
the immediate area — having en-
sured there was no danger to local
civilians — detonated by remote
control a bomb which they had
earlier located in the derelict
Albert Bar.

One. RUC man, a 30-year-old

sergeant, who was standing beside
the bar, was killed outright by the
force of the explosion, which
flung him a distance of 50 yards.
He was a brother-in-law of the
chairperson of Newry and Mourmne
District Council, DUP arch-bigot
George Graham.

TYRONE AMBUSH

An RUC Reservist and a UDR
soldier were both wounded in a
carefully planned Tyrone Brigade
IRA ambush near Sixmilecross on
Tuesday morning, February 22nd.

The two enemy personnel were
driving a lorry along the Cloughfin
Road at 10.30am, when IRA
Volunteers lying in wait on both
sides of the road opened fire at
a place known locally as the
‘Crooked Bridge’.

Both men were hit repeatedly
in the heavy gunfire, the RUC
man in the arm and legand the UDR
soldier in the head, arm and leg,
but both managed to survive.
Their lorry careered out of control
and overturned in an adjoining
field. The men were able to climb
out of the lorry and were taken
by a passing motorist to Beragh *
RUC Barracks and from there to,
the Tyrone County Hospital in
Omagh.

Despite subsequent media reports
that the lorry’s occupants were
an RUC Reservist and a former
UDR soldier, the IRA in Tyrone
has ~stated that its intelligence
reports on the latter individual’s
activities indicate that he is act-
ually a serving member of the
UDR.

FERMANAGH AMBUSH

The IRA has expressed its un-
reserved regret following the shoot-
ing dead of 53-year-old postman
Alan Price at Sessiagh, Arney, in
County Fermanagh, on Saturday
20th February.

Price, from Drumgallon, Ennis-
killen, was — unknown to the IRA

® Plainclothes RUC men at the scene of last Sunday s daring execution by the IRA of an RUC
Reservist in Warrenpoint — the operation occurred within 50 yards of the local barracks

— standing in, that day, for the
UDR soldier whose part-time postal
delivery round included the Sessiagh
area, where IRA Volunteers had
prepared

an ambush. Mr Price

THE IRA’s First Battalion,

a man was seriously injured in a

Brigade, has issued the following statement:
“In the early hours of Saturday, February 12th,

the top of Kilwilkee Road in Lurgan. He was so sav-
agely beaten, in fact, that doctors initially thought
he would be permanently blinded.

“The man involved was a prisoner just released

died instantly in the gun attack.
Regretting this tragedy, the IRA
in Fermanagh explained that Mr
Price bore a strong physical res-
semblance to the UDR soldier that

North Armagh

brutal attack near

BY HILDA MacTHOMAS

ON TUESDAY, February 15th, SDLP leader John Hume went
to a South Belfast hotel to attend a meeting which was pomp-

as the ‘I g of a new

- ously described in a later
SDLP branch in Lenadoon’.

The meeting, poorly attended in spite of personal invitations

sent to all local past contributors (living or d

R
land’

would be a galhenng of
representatives of . all Free State
parties with seats in Leinster
House, and of “whole-hearted dem-
ocrats from Northern Ireland.” This
is the phrase which SDLP spokes-
persons have developed to include
but exclude Sinn Fein.

heard

Hume call for British direct-ruler Jim Prior to resign — a call as
vacuous and opportunistic as that issued by West Belfast SDLP
representative Joe Hendron to British troops to withdraw from

West Belfast, last January.

The call was described as ‘pit-
jable’ by -Sinn Fein elected rep-
resentative *Gerry Adams, who
sald it illustrated the SDLP’s
“unique /orm of diluted verbal
nationalism.” Gerry Adams, who
was addressing a Sinn Fein election
meeting in Dungannon on Sunday,
February 20th, accused the SDLP
of dolng little else but Issu/ng

ick

$
ing silly discussions w;t)r Dublin
politicians.”” He was referring to
Hume’s trip to Dublin on the pre-
vious Wednesday and Thursday, to
try andsconvince. Free State..polr;

iticians to lend the SDLP’s Council
for a New Ireland’ plan some badly
needed credibility.

PATHETIC CLAIM

The idea of this council, to
draw up a blueprint for a ‘New
Ireland’, was claimed last week
as originally belonging to the
1IP’s Frank McManus in a pathetic
attempt to pull the party out of
political oblivion.

Meanwhile, in Dublin, Hume
explained to party leaders Haughey,
FitzGerald and Spring that this

sa-called; JGouncil vfora New Ire-__

A turn of phrase ironically similar
to those used down the years by
the unionists to exclude the SDLP.

In reply to a rather cold question
from Labour Party leader Dick
Spring, Hume had to admit that
such a council would certainly
be shunned by all unionist polit-
icians and would represent what
Hume described as the ‘Irish side
of the argument’.

LIFELINE

Garret FitzGerald, faced with
the urgency of doing something
to rescue the SDLP from the path
of Sinn Fein’s electoral progress,
must be sorely tempted to throw
Hume this lifeline.

But on the other ha
Gerald's " ‘con

Fiz-
“has, .

from the H-Blocks. But for the intervention of
people living in the area he would have been beaten
literally to death.

“The First Battalion, North Armagh Brigade,
wish to state emphatically that it will not tolerate
activity of this nature, or the stealing of cars, break-
ins, wanton vandalism, or people using our name for
their own ends. Those caught doing so will be sever-
ely dealt with.””

its Volunteers were waiting for,
and that at the time of the attack
there were no grounds to think
that the target was not in fact a
member of the UDR.

® Dick Spring poured cold water on Hume’s ‘Council for a New Ireland’ plans

been one of ‘winning over’ the
loyalists. Already incensed by Fitz-
Gerald’s approach on the amend-
ment, the Iovahsts would go
herserk -at the' jdéa .of all:lreland-

quasi-governmental institutions be-
ing set up in Dublin.

Some much watered down
version of Hume’s proposal is
heref the likeliest ou t <
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Plastic bullet
conference

A LABOUR Movement Conference on
Plastic Bullets will take place in Man-
chester this weekend, simed st a trade
union/Labour Party sudience and
examining the range of imues raised by
the recent decision of the British Labour
Party to campaign for & banning of the
weapon.

The conference is hoping to creste 8
climae within the British labour move-
ment which will ensure thet the Labour
Party is firmly commirted to & ben.

Speskers st the day-long conference,
on Ssturdey, Februsry 28th, include
Fermanagh / South Tyrone MP Owen
Carron; the Labour Party spokesperson
on the North, Clive Soley; Euro-MP
Richard Bslfe; Irish journalist Mary
Holland; end Kathieen Stewart, mother
of plastic bullet victim 13-yesr-old Brian
Stowart.

® EDMUND BALUKAL

’

Baluka plea

SINN FEIN hes sent @ telegram to the
Polish government asking it to grant
immediate political prisoner treatment
to Edmund Baluks on hunger-strike in
Szezecin Prison.

“Edmund Baluka,” it says, “on his
visits to Irelend geve support to the Irish
H-Block hunger-strikers, ten of whom
died st the hands of the British govern-
ment.

“We do not wish such tragedies in
Poland and believe that amnesty for all
detained, convicted or awaiting trisl res-
ulting from maertial law will help to heal
wou nds and advance the cause of democ-
ratic socialism.”

The telegram is signed by Sinn Fein
president Ruairi O Bradaigh end the five
elected representstives in the North,
Gerry Adsms, Owen Carron, Jim Mc-
Allister, Martin McGuinness end Danny
Morrison.

Cormac goes
to college

THE Geughan/Keenan Sinn Fein cum-
ann in University College Dublin or-
ganised 8 highly successful exhibition
of Cormec cartoons in the college
during the recent Rag Week.

The exhibition is the latest in @ series
of events organised by the cumann
there sand followed @ public mesting
which was held in the college last month.
Up to 400 students sttended the lunch-
time meeting which was addressed by
Paddy Bolger, Rose Dugdale and Sean
Marlowe.

Meanwhile, the Sinn Fein Youth
Department has produced 8 new lesflet,
‘Swdents and Sinn Fein’, directed at
those sttending third-level colleges
throughout the country.

Students wishing to join Sinn Fein
or set up 8 cumann in their college
should contact the Youth Department st
44 Parnell Square, Dublin 1, from where
copies of the leaflet can also be obtained.

i
IRISH-AMERICANS PREPARE FOR PARADES AND PROTESTS

NORAID IN THE

8Y DAMIEN O'ROURKE

AS THE VISIT of the
British Queen Elizabeth
to the United States at
the beginning of next
month approaches, the
spotlight of media attent-
ion remains on the streng-
th of Irish-American sup-
port for the republican
struggle in Ireland.

Following the controversial
but overwhelming election of
Irish Northern Aid (Noraid)
leader Michael Flannery as
grand marshal of the St Pat-
rick’s Day parade in New York,
a number of other centres
have been following suit.

Both Philadelphia and Kansas
City have named Michael O'Rourke,
the republican prisoner who blasted
his way out of Dublin’s Green Street
Courthouse in 1976, as honorary
grand marshal of their parades.

O'Rourke has been in jail in the
United States for the last two years,
fighting extradition proceedings.

In San Francisco, the St Pat-
rick’s Day parade committee there
has named the late H-Block hunger-
striker Francis Hughes as honorary

©® FRANCIS HUGHES

grand marshal.

Noraid has also caused a sensat- band
ion in the Californian city by obtain-
ing a copy of a secret document
detailing step-by-step Queen Eliz-
abeth’s visit on March 3rd, and
major demonstrations are expected
along the route.

The document includes details
of the entrance and exit she will use
from San Francisco Opera House,
her exact seat inside, and even the
spot where she “will stop and list-
en to a pipe band” after leaving the
City Hall.

Irish-Americans are predicting year.

BY SEAN HALPENNV

® MARTIN FLANNERY
that she will hear more than a pipe

Meanwhile, back in New York,
the city’s mayor, Edward Koch, has
indicated that he will not heed calls
from the Dublin government for a
boycott of the St Patrick’s Day
parade, and will be attending.

On the other hand, Senator Dan-
iel Moynihan — who with Senator
Edward Kennedy, Speaker Tip
O'Neill and Governor Hugh Carey,
forms the ‘Four Horsemen’ of Irish-
American politics — has announced
that he will not be marching this

O MICHAEL O'ROURKE

Commenting on Moynihan’s dec-
ision, Noraid spokesperson Martin
Galvin said:

“In past years Senator Moynihan
has been a St Patrick’s Day Irish-
man marching with the Irish parade
while ignoring victims of British
rule in Ireland throughout the rest
of the year.

“Moynihan has even served as a
pro-British apologist. Thankfully
Senator Moynihan has realised that
he does not belong with the Irish
on St Patrick’s Day. He does not
share the support of those who
defend Irish soil from British rule.”

SWAPQ -on the offensive

THE SOUTH-WEST Africa People’s
Organisation (SWAPO), who are cur-
rently engaged in an armed struggle
for national liberation against the
occupation forces of the racist South
African regime in Namibia, are gather-
ing their forces for the annual rainy
season offensive.

This year, SWAPO are confident that
they will be able to field more guerrilla
fighters against the South Africans than
ever before. Despite punitive expeditions
by the South Africans into Angola and
Zambia, where SWAPO have established
base camps, and despite the presence of
over 100,000 South African troops in
Namibia. SWAPOQ over the past few years
have tumed from defending the population
from wholesale intimidation, torture, im-
prisonment and murder, to a particularly
successful offensive campaign.

In fact, such is the campaign that alarm
bells are ringing inside the South African
regime.

‘ALARMING VIGOUR’

The regime’s leading newspaper, the
Rand Daily Mail, commenting on SWAPO's
offensive, declared that SWAPO “hardly
gives the appearance of being a down-and-
out organisation which is on the run, mha
it displays alarming vigour and org

t ® There are over 100,000 South African troops in Namibis but, as Shapus Kau-
4 Kungua (inset) says, SWAPO are ‘doing very well” and confident of ultimate victory
-

v

were invited into Angola in 1975 by the
Angolan government, should leave before
any ‘meaningful’ negotiations on the future
of Namibia can be discussed.

The Angolans for their part know that
the only guarantee they have of South
African forces not overrunning the country

This situation was confirmed when the
European representative of SWAPO, Shapua
KauKungua, addressed a meeting in Dublin
on Wednesday, February 16th, organised
by the Irish Anti-Apartheid Movement.

After describing the present situation
in Namibia, and saying that SWAPO is
“definitely on the offensive”, KauKungua
declared: “We are proud of what we are
doing — our forces are domg very well as
far as we are d. We are fide:

is the pr of the Cubans. The Cuban
presence, of course, has not deterred the
South Africans from conducting raids across
the border in ‘search and destroy’ missions
on Namibian refugee camps.

The Angolans have estimated that over
£5 billion worth of damage has been caused
by these invasions since 1975, and thousands

.of people, both Namibian and Angolan,

have been killed.
Desphn this reign of urrov the South

of ultimate victory.”

ANGOLA
KauKungua slammed America’s involve-
ment in Namibia, and also the insistence
by South Africa, at the behest of the Reagan
administration, that Cuban forces, who

have failed to halt

the tide of national liberation in Namibia.
SWAPO is now enjoying support on
an unprecedented scale and this was
brought sharply into focus on January
18th when the South African regime was
forced to dissolve the four-year-old National
Assembly in Namibia, the only

being the Democratic Tumhalle Alliance
(DTA).

The DTA is a proSouth African coal-
ition of ethnic political parties, headed by
a white Dirk Mudge. It was
also promoted by Pretoria as an alternative
to SWAPO but completely failed ® win
any concrete support and failed to stem
any international criticism of the South
African regime.

ELECTIONS

In 1982 there was much talk of general
elections through the machinery of the
DTA, but the South Africans, realising the
enormous support for SWAPO, abandoned
this becauss of the “unpreparedness™
of the DTA — which in plain language
means that in any election there is no doubt
that SWAPO would sweep the boards.

The South Africans can now only play
for time, with the assistance of the US,
Britain and other imperialist countries.
It remains to be seen how the South Africans
use that time, but there is no doubt it will
mean more repression and for

the Ni
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REPUBLICAN remand prisoners in Crumlin Road Jail walked
out of Mass last Sunday, February 20th, as the priest was read-
ing the Lenten pastoral letter from the Bishop of Down and

Conor, Cahal Daly.

The pastoral included more of
the onesided condemnations of
violence which have become the
norm from the bishop since his
move to the Belfast diocese.

In a rather puerile outburst,
Bishop Daly wrote:

“You cannot make a united
Ireland, or a new Ireland, by
bullets and bombs, by getting
children to fire petro/-bombs, or to
throw stones, or by shouting ugly
words,””

“ And after a lengthy condem-

propaganda line came on Tuesday
of this week with the publication
of an open letter by a group of
priests to all the Irish bishops.

The letter — signed by Fr
Desmond Wilson, Fr Joseph Mc-
Veigh, Fr Patrick O'Brien, Fr
Michael Doyle, Fr John McNamee
Fr Daniel Berrigan and Fr Brian
McCreesh (a brother of the dead
hunger-striker Raymond McCreesh)
— urges the Irish bishops “to speak
out against the structural violence
t’,”,‘ condemns people to inferior

nation of

he added a few words of caution
to the British about the dangers
of what he demurely called ‘ex-
cesses’ by their forces.

A timely answer to this British

ip and
by the forces of law and order; to
speak out against arbitrary arrests
and the unjust Diplock courts;
to speak out against the abuse of
prisoners.”
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@ FR DANIEL BERRIGAN

The letter also says:

“While finding a political solution
is not your primary business,
we feel that you have a respon-
sibility to address the moral issue
of the injustice of British mis-
rule in the North of /reland.

*The most pressing moral issue
facing the people of Ireland is
the mistreatment of a section of
the population by an outside
oppressor. This. section of the
population is subjected to con-
stant harassment, Inadequate hous-
ing, unemployment and discrimin-
ation.

“As spiritual and social leaders
you have a special responsibility
to the poor and oppressed in the
North of Ireland where the mil-
itary might of Britain is used ag-

RG]

®FR DES WILSON

proval of British government pol- |
icies and the presence of the
British in the North of Ireland.
If a political system has been

created by force and maintained
by force then leaders within the
Christian community have a re-
sponsibility not only to speak
against but to actively resist such
a system. Surely this is the prim-
ary violence in our country that
must be confronted.

“The Second Vatican Council
gives a direct mandate to bishops
to confront injustice and tyranny
even If this means taking a public
stand against the authority of the
state.

“The Catholic Church has rich
resources and world-wide connect-
lons which could be used to make
known the truth about the sit-

ainst a def le 9

people. This has been especially

sore on women and young people,
“In such a situation to plead

uation, ially since the poor
and oppressed have been denied
the ability and the opportunity
to make known the truth as they

y is to ap-

peri e

CANDIDATE CHOSEN

®FR BRIAN McCREESH

A 21-YEAR-OLD Carrickmore man
has been chosen by Sinn Fein to con-
test the by-election for Omagh District
Council, County Tyrone, to be held
on Tuesday, March 22nd.

Seamus Kerr, who has been in Sinn
Fein for a number of years, and who worked
full-time for the Movement during the
hunger-strike campaign in 1980 and 1981,
is a popular figure,in the Tyrone area,
known for his organising ability and public-
speaking.

He will face an array of opponents,
most of whom are also from the Carrick-
more area, which contains the bulk of the
electorate in Area ‘D’. Already the IIP,

Workers’ Party and Alliance Party, have
chosen candidates.

Kerr was unanimously adopted by the
meeting which was attended by republicans

Last Monday night, at a i in
Gortin, the SDLP, which was having great
difficulty in finding a suitable and willing

did: i d for Peadar M
whom they had originally put forward for
co-option on to the council but failed
when IIP councillor Francis Conway ob-
jected.

The previous evening, at a well-attended

r 1 in Carr -
Seamus Kerr was proposed by Francis
Hurson, brother of dead hunger-striker
Martin Hurson, and seconded by Frank
Ward from Greencastle, two men whose
names had been earlier mentioned as po-
tential candidates.

from L ory, Gortin, M tfi
Creggan, and Drumnakilly.

Sean Begley was appointed election
agent and director of elections and the
Sinn Fein elected representative for Mid-
Ulster, Danny Morrison, was placed in charge
of publicity.

Thanking the gathering of workers,
Seamus Kerr pledged to do his best and
continued: “together we can make this a
great victory for Sinn Fein and the Re-
publican Movement. We will put our hearts
and souls into this campaign.

“We must knock on every door to deliver
our message of freedom from British rule
and proper representation for the people.”

APART from agreeing, in the as-
sembly this week, that they are
all against the IRA, the unionists,
both at Stormont, level and local
council level, seem currently intent
on division.

While the DUP has been trying to present
a ‘responsible’ and ‘statesmanlike’ image by
participating in the assembly and its com-
mittees, and issuing numerous statements
on economic issues, the inner tensions
of Paisley’s party were revealed last week
when two local councillors resigned from
the DUP and a third threatened to resign.

The first resignation was that of William
Belshaw, DUP mayor of Lisburn, who
decided to quit because of the heavy criticism
he had had to face from the party |eader-
ship since his attendance at a qinner at
which Free State premier Garret FitzGerald
was present The dinner had been held last
January in Belfast to commemorate ten
years of EEC membership, and most union-
ists had boycotted it DUP members for
South Antrim accused Belshaw of “fratern-
ising with a foreign head of state which
claims jurisdiction over Northern Ireland.”

ABSTAINED
The second resignation was that of
Belfast councillor Joe Coggle, from the

ionists divided

® A united front by Paisley’s DUP hides cracks under the surface

Shankill area, following criticism from other
DUP councillors that he had abstained
during a vote on the Sunday closure of a
leisure centre in the Donegall Road.area

last January. Probably a wise move from
Coggle anyway, as 40% of the electors
of that area had signed a petition opposing
the Sunday closure.

Another DUP councillor from the same
area, William Gault, blamed the resignation
on the ‘little Hitlers’ who rule the DUP
locally — carefully avoiding to lay any shadow
of blame on the party leaders — and an-
nounced that he would probably be the
next to ‘be forced to resign’.

But a reply to those loyalists who dare
to challenge the gospel according to lan
Paisley, came from the Stormont assembly
the next day, Thursday, February 17th,
when lan Paisley himself, during a debate
on tourism, launched into a song of praise
on the “ of the Ulster h.”

The matter under discussion was that of
Sunday closures of pubs, restaurants and
sports facilities, and their effect on tourism.
Paisley declared that far from .apologising,
people should ‘glory” in their ‘strong Prot-
estant background’ and apparently con-
sider it to be a strong tourist attraction.

Meanwhile, the Official Unionists have
shown themselves to' be less than unan-
imous regarding their ‘recent retum into
the assembly’s committees.

On Thursday, February 17th, OUP
assembly member Jeremy Burchill resigned
his membership of a committee in protest
against the ‘contemptuous’ treatment of his
deputy-leader Harold McCusker the previous
week, by speaker Jim Kilfedder when al-
most half of the OUP had staged a ‘mass
walk-out’ from the assembly.
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rising crime rate and what
is termed as general ‘moral
decay’ have become major
issues in today’s world. The
symptoms of a major social
problem, particularly in urban
areas, are identified by a sen-
sationalist press every day.

On the other hand, sociologists
have identified the source of the

disease: social and economic deprivat- .

ion and disenchantment or inability
to cope with the technological society
in which we live.

Successive governments have ig-
nored these causes and, egged on
by a frightened public, have attempt-
ed to tackle the symptoms instead.

The cry ‘Let the punishment fit the
crimel” is heard far and wide but few stop
to think where this is leading. Birch-rods
and imprisonment have captured the im-
agination of a conservative people, but
what are the results? Is the system designed
to exact revenge or rehabilitate?

In Mountjoy is the proof that nothing
is being done to solve crime in Ireland.
Containment has become the accepted
creed.

BUILT TO PUNISH
OUNTJOY Jail was built to punish.
bcld, bleak and oppressive, it was
tonstructed as a monument to Vict-

orian severity and a dread to would-be
criminals. Little has changed today except
that Mountjoy is now constantly packed to
capacity, stretching the limited recreational
and educational facilities still further.
Control of the jail has passed from the
prison governor to the Department of
Justice who have proved equally uncaring in
the area of prison reform.

Everyday life is as monotonous as ever
for the ordinary prisoner. Food which is
good quality when it arrives at the jail
is served to the prisoners as slop. Prison-
ers are stripped of their individuality as
they enter Mountjoy. While warders in-
sist on being addressed with respect, they
refer to prisoners using surnames only.

Verbal and physical brutality are so
entrenched in tradition that they are
now regarded as an unspoken policy.

WELFARE OFFICERS
ELFARE officers who run the prisons
on a day-to-day basis have been a
total failure. The reason, according
10 a Department of Justice source, is that

e
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they are so overburdened with administ-
rative work that they have no time to do
any real welfare work. In the opinion of
the prisoners, the real reason is that these
people just don’t give a damn!

When a prisoner is first committed to
Mountjoy they are sent to the welfare
officer for ‘evaluation’. Here it is decided
where the prisoner will serve his sentence
and, if in Mountjoy, in which wing. While
serving their sentence prisoners must
approach the welfare officer when looking
for parole or when a problem arises.
This can mean long delays because prison-
ers must first get the warder on their wing
to arrange an appointment for them.
The animosity which exists between ward-
ers and the welfare officers slows the pro-
cess up still further, as does the fact that
the welfare office is only open to prison-
ers for four hours each day.

PUNISHMENT

HE function of the governor has obvious-

ly been weakened since the introduction

of the welfare officers. His sole area
of responsibility seems now to be in pun-
ishing prisoners. These disciplinary proceed-
ings are a sham, accordihg to Joe Costello
of the Prisoners’ Rights Organisation
(PRO), who argues that prisoners should
have the right to legal representation at
these hearings in which the governor acts
as judge, jury and executioner and can
extend a prisoner’s sentence by with-
drawing parole.

“Although there are ten cases a day
brought before disciplinary hearings,”

e g ~

@ It's commonly known as the “Joy’ but there’s no joy for its overcrowded inhabitants

says Costello, “no prisoner has ever won
a case. Surely since the governor is claiming
a judicial role, the prisoners should have
a right to legal representation.””

; SUICIDES

NOTHER area of concern to the PRO
has been the recent suicides by Michael
|\ Lynagh and James McNamara.

Their deaths have led to fresh demands
that prisoners be given a psychiatric ex-
amination, as well as the statutory physical
examination, on reception to prison. This,
they say, is “to ensure that the medical
authorities are aware of any psychiatric
history and to assess the individual prison-
er’s ability to cope with the excessive
periods of isolation — 17 to 19 hours daily.

“Should any prisoner demonstrate char-
acteristics of mental disturbance during
incarceration, we want that prisoner to
be put jn an association cell and to be
fully supervised.” A

DRUGS
REAT * attention is being focussed
lately on the widespread drug abuse in
Irish prisons. Less attention has been
paid to the inhumane treatment of drug-
addicts by the prison administration.

A heroin addict, for instance, is, when
committed to Mountjoy, given less than
60 mis of physeptone (a heroin substitute)
on his first day. This inadequate dosage
is quickly reduced until after only six
days they are given nothing.

This is much too short a time to allow
for an easy withdrawal from the drug
and prisoners have been known to suffer

severe agony as a result. Small wonder,
therefore, that they now go to greet
lengths to have a heroin supply smuggled
into them.

EDUCATION

HE education facilities in Mountjoy

are seen by the prison administration

as a privilege to be granted or with-
held from prisoners depending on their
conduct.

As with everything else in the jail,
admission to the school is a cumbersome
administrative process and takes a long
time. This, added to the pressure of num-
bers applying to get into the school, has
meant that many prisoners are due for
release before admission is granted.

Days are spent hanging about or doing
prison work. Although breaking stones
has gone out of fashion the prisoners in
Mountjoy are still expected to go out, in
all weather, and cut wood.

TRAINING

N 1976 a training unit was opened, at

Glengariff Parade, to provide some

prisoners with industrial training for
life outside jail. This is run on the same
lines as AnCO but has not been success-
ful as a long-term benefit.

One reason for this is the general

, but laints have been

made that the courses themselves are not
adapted to market needs and that in the
areas where it does provide training this
tends to be of a very basic nature. N

Prison warders in the training unit are
hand-picked ‘softly-softly’ types who do
not wear uniform. Cells are referred to as
‘rooms’. These contrasts with the main
prison have existed because the training
unit is officially distinct from Mountjoy.

Lately, however, they have become
more closely identified with one another
since the over-crowding in the main prison
has meant that more and more prisoners
are being dumped in the training unit and
being left there longer. Even though the
courses last only ten weeks, prisoners are
being left in the unit for six months with
nothing to do.

POLITICAL PRISONERS
NDEED, the unit and Mountjoy are now
interchangeable when it suits the govern-
ment.

The recently imprisoned Ranks workers
anq the fishermen are sent to the training
unit rather than to the main prison because
they are different. This differentiation
between prisoners, which tends to ensure
that political or trade union prisoners are
comparatively better off than ordinary

® Joe Costello of d
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vice in the first place. Therefore the number
of probation officers on this scheme could
be reduced and employed in Youth En-
counter Projects, working with young
people before the problems begin.”

MIS-USE OF STAFF

HE main complaint of social workers

within the prison service is the overall

mis-use of welfare staff both inside and
outside prison. Policy is determined by
civil servants with no qualifications whose
priority aim is to facilitate the minister. His
priority is, in turn, to keep as many people
in prison as possible for as long as possible,
regardless of conditions. This means that
the welfare service is tied up in administrat-
ive work rather than in rehabilitation
which is its real purpose.

The PRO feel that there will be no real
change until provision is made for setting
up an independent prison board consisting
of qualified personnel who would be com-
petent in dealing with the problems which
arise in prisons.

The Visiting Committee, which acts as
the complaints body at present, is com-
posed of “political appointees, who are
always well-to-do and will rubber-stamp
the prison administration’s viewpoint,”
says Costello.

“Furthermore, they have to produce an
annual report which is nothing more than a
whitewash job.”

Whether the government listens to these
views is a moot point since the PRO has
been regarded as ‘subversive’ since the days
of Paddy Cooney.

Despite this, it is believed that the PRO
voices publicly many of the reforms which
the welfare service believes in but is not
allowed to advocate.

DAMNING INDICTMENT
ERHAPS the most damning indictment
Pof the present system is the high incid-
.ence of recidivism (serving more than
one term of imprisonment) in the twenty-
six counties. :
This presently runs at 67% of the prison
population which means that gwc-tr'uirds of
the people presently in Mountjoy will serve
another term in the future. The overqowd-
ing is, therefore, likely to worsen in the
future and, no doubt, more prisons wn!l be
built, more garaal recrulited to ‘curb’ crime,
and more prison warders to contain the
criminal, with the government refusing to
face the fact that it would be less expensiya ]
to have spent money removing the social
and economic deprivation which leads to

crime than to have relied on repression (%

which never cures injustice. |
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Armagh
solidarity

A Chara,

As the days draw nearer to
International Women's Day, March
Bth, may we bring to the atten-
tion of all women that not only
Is International Women's Day a
day of universal celebration and
festivity but also a day when
women throughout the world unite
In sisterhood and solidarity with
oppressed women; women bur-
dened under the shackles of male
dominance; women In jail; women
starving in Third World coun-
tries; womeri denied their rights
eand individuslism; the list, un-
fortunately, goes on and on.

This year, for the fourth
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leave ye and love ye.

A Chara,

In a recent edition of
AP/RN Sinn Fein (Britain)
had a few lines stating that
Sinn Fein (Britain) is the
only body that officially
speaks on behalf of Irish
republicans. This was the
culmination of months of
inter-faction squabbling which
seems to bedevil the anti-
imperialist pro-Irish liberation
groups here on the enemy
mainland.

Please allow measone of those
to state the case as

vesr in
and various support groups and
feminist organisations in Britain
and elsewhere, will appropriately
focus their attention on Armagh
Jail where they will stage a picket
on Sunday, March 6th,

The Sinn Fein Department of
Women's Affairs Is organising a
weekend of activities for dele-
gates, while concentrating on
letting them experience at first
hand the everyday repressive
existence of life for women in
Belfast under British imperialism.

However, we extend also sn
invitation to all women (and
men) both in the North and Free
State, to attend the picket this
year where their presence is
needed more than ever in the
light of developments inside the
Jail.

Since last November, repub-
lican remand prisoners have been
forcibly strip-searched and on
several occasions badly beaten
by female Screws when going to
and from court.

This procedure has been au-
thorised by the prison governor,
Thomas Murtagh, who appears to
take a sadistic pleasure in in-
flicting on imprisoned and
vulnerable women a thoroughly
barbaric and personally humiliat-
ing form of sexist oppression.

On March 6th, the Sinn Fein
Department of Women's Affairs
asks you to raise your voice
outside Armagh Jail in protest
against these strip-searches and
petty harassment.

As women, and in unity with
our sisters in Armagh, this is your
opportunity of shouting aloud
‘Halt!’ to strip-searching.

If you require tickets for the
Belfast bus they are £2 each and
the bus leaves Dunville Park at
12.30pm. Names can be left in
at the Sinn Fein Centre, 61/53
Falls Road. Please make your
enquiries as soon as possible as
buses must be booked in advance.

Chris McAuley,

Sinn Fein Department of Wo-

men'’s Affairs,

Belfast.

Potato
republic

A Chara,

Has the Free State govern-
ment tumed the twenty-six coun-
ties into a de facto banana re-
public of the northern hemis-
phere?

Recent media reports tend to
confirm that the USA doesn’t
really need the open membership
of the Dublin government in
NATO as they are already assist-
ing, albeit unofficially, in military
operations.

On February 8th, Michael
Begley, TD for Kerry South,
during ‘Question_Time’ in Lein-
ster House, sought to_have a

| see it, and as other comrades
imprisoned here view it also.

Sinn Fein (Britain) does off-
iclally speak for all republican
prisoners, but does this mean
that all other pro-Irish Repub-
lican Army groups can’‘t make
protests on our behalf, or have-
the use of prisoners’ names to
sponsor Irish soliderity groups,
or highlight the conditions under
which we suffer?

From prisoners | have spoken
with, the opinion is that all
pro-IRA  and  anti-imperialist
demonstrations are to be wel-
comed — especially whera the
question of repatriation is con-
cerned for in this field we need
all the help we can get., What is
happening now Is the age-old
curse of socialist elitism raising
its divisive head.

Let me emphasise one point:
no prisoner here gives a damn
about his or her position. Whether
it's 5 years or 35 years, we can
do our wack, but we won't stand
by while a few selfish people
spout about their own brand of
truer-than-true socialism, or let
those who should be active

' @ Bobby C: ‘I ask all

POWS IN BRITAI

to exercise to for-

get about their differences so that we can defeat the scourge of *

capitalism’
castigate those who try to be
helpful to our cause.

as to what is happening politically
within their areas (send us local
h

This must stop
we shall experience what Che
Guevara called ‘self-defeat’.

, etc.). An
Republican News (when we receive
it) once a week, whilst being very
can't cover every-

| ask all supportive
of our just ceause to exercise
tolerance towards each other —

as Is the essence of socialism —

and to forget about their hair's
breadth differences on Ideology
0 that we can defeat the scourge
of capltalism.

No POW -- | repeat, no POW
— wants and expects any de-
vistion from the war effort, be
It the military or political side of
the struggle, beceuse of the con-
ditions -we are suffering, but it
must be said that Sinn Fein —
both in lIreland and Britain —
could do better where the interests
of the POWs are concerned.

For example, cumainn could
keep their respective members
imprisoned over here informed

thing.

The ard comhairle can also
help. Could not one person be
delegated to keeping the POWs
informed as to what proposals
are being made, adopted for
discussion, etc., at the ard fhels,
or post us the odd plece of new
republican literature on policy,
etc.? Besides the obvious interest
value these considerations would
hold for us, there is one par-
ticular aspect which springs to my
mind: that is it's necessary that
we be allowed access to political
knowledge if we are to be part
of what s going on.

It's  common conversation
lately for AP/RN contributors to
express consideration for POWs

over here, with repatriation being
the main toplc. Well, such a cam-
paign could be viewed from two
points:

1. That it's an integral part
of the overall struggle.

2. Such @ campaign would
only tie down valuable personnel
and use up badly needed finance.

Whichever course Is adopted
will be fully understood by the
POWs, but let it be taken now
and not left to speculation, which
causes divisive arguments for

such speculative

The vast majority of us here
try to express our actions as re-
publican POWs at all times. We
play our small parts as best we
can by facing the repressive
administrations here at every
opportunity we see. Some. con-
centrate on the spreading of
Information on how the prison
system uses drugs on those seen
as politically aware prison nd
a large number keep foreign
solidarity groups and individuals
informed as to the Brits’ tor-
turous and murderous actions.

When necessary we operate
against the enemy in violent
terms of action — we can’t all
be level-headed and calculating
all the time.

On occasions we have pro-
tested (rarely newsworthy from
the Brits’ point of view) In
support of actions at home in
Ireland. | believe the POWs carry
our flag proudly.

On a personal level, one
bitter lesson I've learned from

Jimmy Hope,
Dublin.

EAN MacDIARMA

MacDiarmada
commemoration

A Chara,

As most of your readers will
know, 1983 marks the centenary
of the birth of one of Ireland’s
greatest patriots, Sean MacDiar-
mada. Each year, in his native
Kiltyclogher, County Leitrim, a
is held in his

Sinn Fein's election
success is that no POWpcan with
any accuracy gauge the political
feelings: at home from Inside a
prison. | admit openly that |
thought we could win one or two
seats — five was heavenl|

Wouldn‘t it help us if we were
better informed, comrades?

Bobby Campbell,

Parkhurst Prison,

Isle of Wight,

England.

honour,

To mark the centenary, 8
special event is planned for this
year. As always, the commem-
oration is locally funded and
whilst donations have been gen-
erous we still find ourselves
very short of our target. There-
fore we appeal to anyone who is.
able to contribute to make a
donation, however large or small,
to enable us to mark the day.
fittingly.

@ PATRICK COONEY

remove it after he had dredged it
up in March of last year; he has
yet to receive any salvage com-
pensation.

Cooney, the Minister of De-
fence, In a written reply, said
that the device was “a submarine
monitoring buoy, the property of
the US navy. It was later collected
by the American authorities.”
Cooney only confirmed the
obvious but it would seem that
there is also a suspension of
salvage law for the fisherman,
and certainly the people of the
twenty-six counties are owed an
explanation of why our coasts
are being used for NATO/Amer-
ican military purposes. Surely this
activity is not lost on the Eastern
Bloc countries — our own ‘neutra-
lity’ notwithstanding.

Also, while we ponder the
anomalies of the Dublin govern-
ment’s neutrality stance, we can
read an interesting publication
which gives an interesting in-
sight on how we are viewed from
Washington.,

The US State Department has
ished its 1982 ‘Report on

Kerry f for
recovering an American spy buoy
off the Dingle coast.

Jimmy Flannery, the man
who_found the electronic listen-
ing device — part of a ‘ring’ of
devices used by the US navy to
monitor submarine activity in the
area — hed the Free State army

Human Rights’, an impressive
tome covering a touristy 160
countries.

The report does admit to
certain peculiarities in the ‘six-

but finds that the twenty-six-
c government attaches “great
importance to the observance
and maintenance of human rights

If you're - having difficulty
reconciling this report with spy
buoys around Ireland, Section
31, the political prisoners in our
own little potato republic, etc.,
then the US State Department’s
section on South Africa should
set your mind at eas

“National elections are free
and fair, but only whites may
presently participate.”

See, it's easy with the right
point of view.

Brian Haran,

PRO,
Bobby Sands Sinn Fein cum-

ann,
Killorglin,
County Kerry.

Comrades,

It s right to assail the Free
State budget, which drives the
Irish people deeper into poverty.
However, let not republicans call
for more taxation on any section
of our people — for all but a
few taxation is far too high
already.

The per capita income of most
people in. Western Europe is
2% times what it is in Ireland,
Their tax levels are lower than
ours; the prices of many necessities
of life even in France, Holland
and Germany is lower than here.

No, it is a mug’s game to
imagine that if everyone paid more
taxes there could be a fairer
share-out for everyone. The Free
State bureaucracy and government
is so wasteful that the more
money It receives the more it
will seek.

Look at the wasted manpower
guarding republicans in that

ful Bastille, Portlaoise. Look

at the expense of their slavish

county si i -
ment  falling disproportionately

upon the Catholic population” —

\
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escorts for a few minutes' ‘hear-
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@ FitzGerald, thinking of his £2
million from public funds?

ing’ at the Four Courts or Green
Street. Look at the state cars
costing £38,000 yearly to run;
it takes 25 average taxpayers
to maintain each single car,

Look at the barriers the
state erects against employing
people. With PRSI and other
forms of wasteful taxation it
costs an employer (plus employee)
£120 merely to give a man £60
weekly. That is why small employ-
ers are having to jettison *their
workforces,

Think of what boot-licker
Garret and his family will have
fished out of the state treasury
before he retires.

With pay and allowances to
wife, son, daugther-in-law, runn-
ing his cer, secretarial, travel,
office space, and -funding his
index-linked pension, me bould
Garret will take near two million
pounds in his lifetime.

Fluskey Cluskey, Barry of
Cork, and the rest of the gang, will
take only a little less,

Is it for their sake we shoult
pay taxes? Not on your nanny,
boy!|

No, with one stroke our
present  difficulties could be
straightened out and the cruel
weight lifted from everyone:
reschedule our foreign debt.

At present, merely to service
it and to pay the interest con-
sumes all the PAYE and income
tax, Soon it will consume the
VAT as well.

Tell the forelgn bankers (as

VXN RIS TS U AL

Brazil, Mexico, Argentina, Rum-
ania end Poland have already
done): ‘Have a heart, chum, we
can't pay. But, honest, we will.
Give us five years at no interest
and then spread payments over
50 years."

That would save us £1,000
million, Revert the border to
normal police levels, and that
would save €250 million. With
those two savings alone, the
budget deficit would vanish over-
night and we would have £500
million to spare.

Mind you, no-one in Western
Europe would lend us another
farthing, but we know they have
allowed us go on so long only as
a means of sucking us into NATO.
Eh, comrade?

And forget about taxing the
rich. There are not many really
rich people around.

Six years ago it was worked
out that if Smurfit, Purcell, Tony
and the rest were ground down
to the level of the average joxer
and divested of all their assets,
there would only be £206 to be
given to the rest of the 3% million
.in the twenty-six counties.

Tax the banks? Well they will
simply add it to the cost of your
next cheque book, friend, as they
are already doing. And even
the £100 million combined pro-
fits of the four main clearing
banks here — if you grabbed it
all — would only pay the interest
for one month on the £12,000
million plus that we owe.

Do you see now the spend-
thrift whirlygig these politicians,
academics and bureaucrats got
us into? And we end up with
200,000 unemployed (plus
120,000 in the North) 700,000
living below the poverty level
and a mounting toll of suicides
among young people ‘living’ in
Dublin in the run-up to Christ-
mas, not reported (the two
‘moles’, Geraldine and Bruce, had
to steal the limelight, of course).

And children are having to give
up school for want of a bus
from Hussey.

Honest, I'm too full up. I'll

| would also like to take this
opportunity to invite all repub-
lican bands to take part in this
year's Sean MacDiarmada com-
memoration to ensure that it is
indeed a very memorable day.
Once again, | would urge you
to be generous in your donations.
Marion Connolly,

Sean MacDiarmada Commenm-
oration Committee,

Parke,

Kinlough,

County Leitrim.

A Chara,

May | through your columns
make a protest regarding an in-
cident which happened at 2.30pm
on Monday 31st January 1983.

A bus carrying two bands
from Scotland (who were in Ire-
land for the Bloody Sunday
commemoration) was stopped at
the Poleglass roundabout on its
way from Twinbrook to Larne.
The RUC, backed up by: the.
Black Watch Regiment, boarded
the bus and threatened to take
everyone aboard the bus to the
nearby Woodbourne Barracks.

When they found that we were
to catch the 3.30pm ferry from
Larne they took us all off the
bus saying that they 'saw some-
one trying to hide something’.

They threw posters, news-
papers and other items of repub-
lican literature onto the rain-
soaked ground. They let us go
after they knew we would miss
the ferry.

If they think that this blatant
harassment will stop us going
back to Ireland, they are mistaken.
It has served as a reminder of
the oppression the Irish suffer
daily, and we pledge to do all we
can to support the republican
cause.

We will return as often as we
can and this we promise.

Tom Main,

Twinbrook Martyrs Memorial

Band,

Scotland.




B P VT

SRR

SREE—————

The

urkes
Bt the back

BY KEVIN BURKE

AT LAST the Irish churches seem to
have agreed on someone to blame for
all the violence in the North, whom they
think might not answer back.

The Irish Council of Churches and the
|r|sh Commlsmn for Justlm and Peace have
a ‘peace edi gl ’ aimed
at the 8 to 12 age group. The course will offer
children ‘alternatives to violence'.

1982

One of the most

The 2nd Light-Fingered Infantry would per-
haps be a better name in the circumstances.

* K X

AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS, Thursday, February 24th, 1983 — Leathanach 9

source of
violence

their tour of ‘duty’ in South Armagh last year.

Goods worth almost £300 were stolen from
several premises, including two garages and a
school in Crossmaglen, between April and June

As well

i

public Tony

pinch of a reduced wage padm.

Not among that number is one Tony Mul-
hearne, a familiar Branchman in the Rathmines
area of Dublin.

finds time to run the popular Concorde public
house on Upper Rathmines Road and is thus
well-cushioned against all recessions and public
spending cuts.
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as guarding the peace, Mulhearne
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Whether children will actually fall for this
line that they, and not the heavily armed
foreign marauders whom they see on the street
and crashing in to their homes, are the source
of violence in Ireland is another matter.

Personally, | don‘t think the churches have

a prayer. * * *

cuts with most of our readers will probably be
the order that has gone out for the reduction in
garda overtime.
This will not mean less of them around how-
ever as the difference is made up by hundreds of
new recruits emerging from Templemore.
But some of the force will be feeling the

monitoring

moved to the Special Branch. He now boasts
of being in the elite Murder Squad.

" | think that means solving them, not carry-
ing them out. But drinkers at his hostelry may
have a different opinion.

gan his plamclothcs career in the Drug Squad

d ‘Bulldog’, be-
that lucrative industry, and then

One night in October 1981, a Falls Road
youth, Philip Mervyn, was walking home when
he was stopped by a two-jeep patrol of Marine
Commandos.

They bundled him into one of the vehicles,
drove to the heart of the loyalist Shankill
Road, dragged him down an entry there, and
beat him unconscious.

When he came to, the terrified youth man-
aged to reach the safety of the New Lodge Road
and seek help. It could have been otherwise.

Earlier this month, three members of the
Marine Commandos " pleaded guilty to the
assault. They were fined £50 each.

* Kk %

UH-OH! HERE
COMES A FEMINIST ---

Anthony Woods of the British army’s

Royal Engineers went absent without leave
from his regiment in the North last year and
spent a weekend with his wife’s parents in
England.

The next day, he was found dead, hunched
behind the exhaust pipe of a car with a plastic
bag covering his head.

His father-in-law told a Southwark inquest
last week that Woods “thoroughly enjoyed
the army and the stint in Ireland did not worry
him at all.”

Twenty-two British soldiers belonging to the
2nd Light Infantry have been returned for trial
from Newry Magistrates’ Court to Down Crown
Court on a series of theft charges arising from

YOU HAVE NO SENSE | -
OF HUMOUR! YOU ARE
SHRILL.! YOUR DEMANDS
ALIENATE THE WORKING
CLASS! yoU FAIL TO
RECOGNISE BloLoGY !

AND YOU, S5ON,
ARE A BORE!

ROBAIL

GAN ARM

LE TOMAS 6 SE

IS MAITH is eol dibh, a chairde, pé fostaithe né difhostaithe
sibh, nach bhfuil ag 8iri libh calghdoan na beatha ata agaibh a
chosaint. Bliain i ndiaidh bliana faan caighdean sin ag titim i
dtéarmai réalaiocha. Aris agus aris eile, deirtear linn go gcaith-
fimid glacadh le seo.

Téthar a9 tathaint ar oibrithe

airt ar fad a chairde. Gach 15 ta siad le
i clolsint sg &ileamh a thuilleadh chéin-
is cuma ma t siad faoi d'o':l 9 aimh, "Té 96 acu e brabs nfos m6 chun
Fitzgerald nG Thatcher glacad jobanna a chruthl mar dhea.
hislia pmgh aris i mbliana. De|: " Féach mer shampla ar na bancanna
ceannairf na goeardchumann gobhfull "o, Tl ety "Nuair o ghearr:
siad sésta a bheith réalaioch, s8 LG g "ol U lida, fuair siod thar neais
sin go nglacfaidh siad le seo. trina geuld costals’” a chur suas. Mar an
An rud is measa ar fed 8 chairde nd gedanna leis na comhluchtai direachais,
90 bhfull oibrithe ag sontl le se0 agus  Nf) aon leisce orthu sidd an brabds atd
sésta glacadh leis. Td an propaganda 0§ dhéanamh acu e chosaint. Agus is fior
I6ir dirithe | dtreo Is go nglactar le $20. o rf gur thug rialtas na S§ Chontae Fich-
Nil guth Iidir le cloisint ag fGgairt ceara  gaq cead dibh a leithéid a dhéanamh.
na n-olbrithe agus sista treolr a thabhairt.  y5 oy maith den chamalldir —
BRABUS eacht seo le féil mé deintear Inidchadh ar
Bfmfs cinnte de rud amhain, nfl aon ghné na comhluchtel creidmheasa egus
leisce ar rachmasdirf Iad féin a chosaint. na comhluchtal a oibrfonn cfos cheannach.
N bolscaireacht difithe orthu sild o9 Té na figidirl se0 a leanas tgtha as en
diteemh orthu glacadh le hGlid. A mhal- t-esgrin de Mheitheamh 1982 do Feos-

.&nhﬁ:lhuhm-'nld a dheanamh chun iad féin a chosaint

achéin Staidrimh na hEireann (Irish Statist-
ical Bulletin).

3 TAILLI

Té llon na socraithe creidmheasa
seo eg titim & 1960 nuair a bhf breis
agus dh§ chéad seachté mile socrsithe
g0 dtf ndcha sé mile socraithe | 1980,

Ach Is féidir linn a fheiscint go soiléir
an tsif Ina n-olbrfonn na comhiuchtal
dirithe seo mé fhéachaimid ar na figidir§
do 1979 agus 1980.

Bhf il de bhrels is caoga sé millkin
pdnt gearrtha ar an son chéad is a seachts
millidn pdnt a bhf tugtha amach | 1979

=--LOOK , BEFORE. YOU
START, LET ME TELL YOU
SOMETHING — I CONSIDER
FEMINISM A RIDICULOUS
POLITICAL POSITION! you
ARE TOTALLY UNREAL|STIC!

WHAT'S ON

PICKET IN SUPPORT OF
JAILED RANKS WORKERS
630 to 7.30pm every evening

Mountjoy Jeil
DUBLIN

SOCIAL NIGHT
Featuring The Breakawsy Ramblers
9pm Thursday 24th February
Upstairs Lounge
The Stag’s Head
Linenhall Street
DUNDALK
Admission £1
Organised by An Cumann Cabhrach

SING-SONG & DANCE
8pm Friday 25th February
The Hibernian Hotel
CLONES

Organised by Sinn Fein

TESTIMONIAL DINNER
(to honour vetsran republicans
Clement Geeney & Liam Fagan)
8.30pm Friday 25th February
Castlebellingham Castle
CASTLEBELLINGHAM
County Louth
Tickets £10 (including 4-course
meal & free bus from Dundalk)

PEOPLE’S MARCH FOR DECENT
JOBS ORGANISING CONFERENCE

2.30pm Saturday 26th February
Parnell Square
to the GPO
DUBLIN
Organised by the Dublin
Council of Trade Unions

IRISH NIGHT
Featuring local artistes
Saturday 26th February
Killoran’s Traditional Lounge
TUBBERCURRY
County Sligo
Admission £1
Organised by Sinn Fein

1 SUPPOSE SHE
THINKS SHE HAS LEFT
ME SPEECHLESS!

DISCH
(in aid of the Shaws Road
Irish school, Belfast)
9pm to 2am Saturday 26th February

The Teachers’ Club

36 Parnell Square

DUBLIN

Admission £3.50
Meal & bar extension
Doors close at 11pm

ARDOYNE GREEN CROSS ‘73
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
2.30pm Sunday 27th February
The Shamrock Social Club
Ardoyne
BELFAST
All friends & relatives of POWs in the
area, as well as ex-POWs, are invited

to attend

29 na comhluchtaf creidmheasa. B‘ionann
sin agus rita 37%. | 1980 nuair a thit
an méid airgid a bhi tugtha amach chuir
siad suas an rita go 43% chun an méd
airgid a bhi mar thailll acu a choimedd
suas.

Mar an gcéanna leis na comhluchtal
8t | mbun cios cheannach. Bhf rita
45% acu i 1979 agus chuir siad suas an
réta go 50% | 1980 chun a téilifa choimesd
ar aon leibhéal le 1979,

Bhuel, té ceacht anseo dilinn go Iéir.
Caithfimid sinn féin agus &r gclann a chos-
aint. TroidimB, a chairde. Ni fig fsol
na ceardchumainn é.

SINN FEIN DEPT. OF WOMEN'S
AFFAIRS FILM SHOW
Featuring ‘Women in Arms’ —
Nicaraguan women and their struggle to
maintain and expand the freedoms won
during the revolution
8pm Sunday 27th February
The No. 5 Club
5 Blessington Street
DUBLIN
Admission £1

COUNTESS BRIDGE
COMMEMORATION
8pm Saturday 5th March
The Monument
(next to ESB Car Park)
KILLARNEY _

County Kerry

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY
ARMAGH PICKET
Sunday 6th March
Belfast buses leave
Dunville Park, 12.:
Tickets £2 from 51/53 Falls Road
Dublin buses leave Art Gallery,
Parnell Square, 11am

SOUTH LEINSTER SINN FEIN
EDUCATION SEMINAR
(Wexford, Wicklow, Carlow,
Kilkenny & Kildare)

“The Role of Officers in Sinn Fein"
130pm Sunday 6th March
Murphy-Flood’s Hotel
ENNISCORTHY

County
All comhairli ceantair & cumainn
officers to attend
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Mayo arrests

TWO MEMBERS of the Sinn Fein ard
comhairle, Paddy Bolger and Pat Doh-
erty, were arrested and held at Castle-
bar garda barracks for more then 34
hours last week and Sinn Fein's Mayo
organiser, Mary McGing, was also arrest-
ed and held for 14 hours during the same
period, N
' Boiger end Doherty were arrested
early on Thursday morning at the home
E of Tommy Devereux, a member of Mayo
Sinn Feln comhairle ceanntair, Mary
McGing was srrested en hour later at her
. home.
Although extension orders were serv-
» | od on the two ard comhairle members to
hold them longer than the initial 24 hour

N\

Ireland of
the welcomes

X RTE IS currently in a state of excitement over its new

§ period, the actual period of interrogation f§ % series ‘Roses from Dublin’ — so excited in fact that it s
lasted little more than five minutes, on 3..-.{. showing each episode twice, on RTE1 on Thursdays and on

, Thursday evening after the two had ¥ RTE2 on Mondays.

X made [t clear that they were not preper- & This new ‘comedy romance’  ere totally Innocent — protected
ed t discuss their political activities § 858 oy e by French tolevision, by Irish brothers — but are %
with. members of the gardal and refused l§ &3 \yiip “the help of Bord Fallts, push-over to suave Frenchmen %

to answer any questions.

on the first date.
Nevertheless the two were detained f§ 3 4

If this stage-Irish image is

according to the credits, and
seems to be aimed at luring

127
%

AN

Jobs march

THE People’s March for Decent Jobs
will be holding an organising conference
in Dublin this Saturday, February
26th, to review the 1982 People’s March
snd discuss the need for an unemploy-
ment march this year.

Amongst the items to be discussed
at the conference will be the demands
to be raised by this year's march, timing
and route, how best to use the march
to build unemployment activities, gain-
ing trade union support, fund-raising,
election of a new organising committee,
end building local committees.

Resolutions on these and any other
matters people wish to raise will be
taken from the floor.

The conference takes place at the
AGEMOU office, 22 North Frederick
Street, Dublin 1, and will start at 2pm
sharp.

Section 31

AN atrempt to tabie a motion condemn-
ing Section 31 in Listowel Urban District
Council by Sinn Fein councillor John
Holly was defeated by the casting vote
of the chairperson.

Proposing the suspension of stand-
ing orders — in order to allow a ‘polit-
ical” motion — Holly said:

“There are 30 Sinn Fein councillors
in the country, five assembly members,
one MP and there were two TDs. And
they are all Jock-jawed. And every time
you put on the television Mr Paisley is
oniton RTE 1and 2.”

Shannon advice
centres

TWO WEEKLY advice centres have been
opened in Shannon, County Clare, by the
local Terence MacSwiney cumann.

The centres will operate on Tuesday
each week, from 2pm to 4pm and from
7pm to 9pm at 95 Finian Park; and on
Thursday each week from 7pm to 9pm
at 130 Cluain Alrne.

Cumann members will be in attend-
ance to offer advice on matters related
to social welfare entitlements, pay-
related benefits, tax claims, health facil-
fties and rent and housing problems.
Anyone wishing to join the Terence
MacSwiney Sinn Fein cumann, Shannon,
County Clare, should contact any of
the following addresses: 44 Cronan
Gardens, 95 Finian Park, or 130 Cluain
Airne, Shannon town,

SinnFein
AGMs

AT the recent AGMs of the following
branches of Sinn Fein new officer
boards were elected.

KERRY
South Kerry comhairle ceantair:-
chairperson: Richard Behal (Killarney);
secretary: Brian Haran (Killorglin); trea-
surer: Dermot O‘Sullivan (Beaufort);
PRO: Bridget Clifford: (Militown);
education: Eamonn Breen (Castleisland);
Tim Herlihy (Castleisland);

organiser:
delegates to combhairle auige: Tim
Garvey (Cahirciveen) and Mick Gillian
(Killorglin).
MONAGHAN
Seamus Harvey cumann, Iniskeen
(new cumann):- chairperson: Dermot

Mulholland; vice-chair: Pat Daly; secre-
tary: Patricia McArdle; joint-treasurers:
Colm O'Reilly and Paddy Rodgers;
PRO; Maire Ul Cheollachain. . . ]

T
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shown in France for thst pur-
pose.
The hero Is a handsome
French photographer who comes
to lIreland for reasons relevant
only to the silly plot. The Ire-
land he comes to is very much a
Bord Fallte one.

All the pubs are delightful
old-fashioned places, full of
traditional  musicians, good
cheer, colourful characters and,
apparently, free drink.

The scenery is beautiful.
Children all wear Aran jum-
pers and hats and play with
horses and rowing-boats. The
hotels are luxurious. The homes
are well-appointed, and  have
elderly uncles making traditional
Irish " harps in the corners of
the living-rooms.

Paddy Irishman Is big and

eat whole chick-
ens, and arm-wrestle all night.
But, of course, is scared stiff
of his caricature Irish mammy.
And gorgeous Irish colleens

probably best to watch this
series so as to be forewamed
and forearmed when the French
tourists begin arriving this sum-
mer,

CONVERSION

The theme of ‘happy natives’
was strangely echoed in ‘The
Nun's Story’ which was shown
on RTE on Sunday night.

This time it Is Africans in
the Congo, always singing, al-
ways cheerful, always fat, but
always stupid. The only un-
happy ones are those who have
resisted conversion by the ‘white
mammas’,

The ‘mammas’ are the nuns,
of which Audrey Hepburn is the
prettiest.

It is difficult to completely
assess the message of this film,
made more than 20 years ago,
and certainly some of the Congo
scenes seem to be very offen-
sive in today's terms, whilst
making only a superficlal point
or two.

The struggle of the nun

@ Gandhi at Buckingham Palace; he had no quarrel with the
British monarchy — only with colonial mismanagement

in a filthy cell at the barracks for a fur- I 5
23 romantic Frenchmen to Ire- still what Bord Fallte believes
) SpyssaiagT et Dhemtomagis e doubt It Is being s attracting the tourists, it is %

‘® The stage-Irish lm, such as the bar scene above, is faithfully reproduced, with Bord Failts’s
help, in ‘Roses from Dublin’. Is there no hope for some?

whose story it is, to face the
fact that she has to leave the
order, is falrly tame swff in
comparison to films like ‘Mon-
signor’, which currently pull in
the crowds with religious hell-
raisng. But somehow the Church
does not seem to have changed
much in its attitudes over the
last 20 years.

Thou shalt not disturb the
status quo s still very much
the premier commandment.

RELIGION

Earlier on Sunday, BBC1
went for a touch of religion
with another old film, ‘Heav-
en’s Above’. >

Peter Sellers is a working-
class Church of England vicar,
mistakenly sent to a very

middle-class parish.

He causes havoc by taking

an evicted family into the
vicarage and exhorting his par-
ishioners to true Christianity by
giving away their worldly goods.

It all backfires on him, of
course, because, as Margaret
Thatcher so often declaims, the
working class tum out to be

an ungrateful shiftless lot,
only out for what they can get
for nothing.

He ends up being sent into
orbit, es the first Bishop of
Space, a handy way for the
Church to silence him and
equivalent to a real-life post-
ing as chaplain to an old folks’
home or theological research
work at a university.

Perhaps the best religious tale
of .the week was recounted on
‘Jimmy Grealy’s Drive Time’
last Friday on RTE Radiol.
A guest on the programme re-
called the making of ‘The Great-
est Story Ever Told’. z

Apparently John Wayne was
playing a centurion in the film
and one of his lines, as he
gazed up at the cross, was:
“Truly, he was the son of God.”

The director asked him could
he not put more awe into his
delivery of the line.

“Aw,” drawled Wayne, “tru-
ly. he was the son of God.”

And by that yardstick we
should judge all such pur-
ported religious movies, | sup-

B8Y JACK MADDEN /

IN A WEEK that has witnessed a massacre in Assam, in
northem India, it is strange to review a film which deals
with India’s struggle for independence from British rule.

The film ‘Gandhi’ chronicles
this struggle and the major part
played in it by Mahatma Gan-
dhi. It is not a film about
liberation, however, but the
undermining of liberation by
British Imperialism, the Indian
middle class and, strangely
enough, by Gandhi himself.

The film is dedicated to the
late Earl Montbatten of Burma

- and is similar to Robert Kee's

‘History of Ireland’ in that the
director and producer, Richard
b has

by murder and bloodshed |
want no part of it,”” comments
Gandhi, who was a convinced
pacifist and believed in ‘active
and provocative’, rather than
violent, resistance to British
rule.

His campaign became a quest
with liberation as the Holy
Grail, a spiritual rather than a

to salve the .collective con-
science of the British people
by admitting that British im-
perialism has been a malign
influence in this former colony.

Like Kee, he tempers his
criticism by implying that atroc-
ities and such were not the
fault of a general British super-
iority complex, but of ec-
centric individuals like General
Dyer, who ordered the mass-
acre at Amritsar (India’s Bloody
Sunday), or at worst the col-
onial mentality of the Foreign
Office.

The campaign for national
independence in India was in-
spired to a great extent by
the struggle in Ireland and
although it was a campaign of
civil disobedience rather than
of armed resistance it brought
the same reaction from our
common colonial masters.

The British mentality s
summed up in the film by one
official who comments:

“India is British. We are
hardly an alien power.”
PACIFIST

btain our fr

“If

struggle, In his inno-
cence he gathered around him a
group of self-seeking middle-
class Indians who used Gandhi
to win power.

The British also realised the
potential of using Gandhi be-
cause they feared armed re-
sistance more than they feared
him.

His distinctive figure, peculiar
dress and Charlie Chaplin walk
endeared him to the British
public, while the British govern-
ment saw him as the lesser
evil when compared with some-
one who detested them.

Gandhi was always British
at heart and had no quarrel
with the British monarchy; his
fight was against colonial mis-
management.

His comment that, “We have
came a Jong way with the
British and when they leave we
want to see them off as friends,”
was a good bargain when
compared with losing a corner
of the British empire alto-
gether.

The parallels with Ireland
are again shown by the im-

it f { n Indi

As in Irelend, religious dif-
ferences were highlighted and
doubts sown in the minds of
the Moslem minority. Perhaps
the most revealing moment in
!the entire film was during
the negotiations between Zia
(Moslem) and Nehru (Hindu)
when a heated discussion arose
about partition, while_in the
background the camera caught
Mountbatten, governor-general
of Indis, standing there with :
a ‘we told you so’ smirk on his :
face at the antics of the natives.
FAILURE

Gandhi’s dream of a united
and independent India, based on
a spiritual brotherhood of Hindu
and Moslem, ended in failure,

To maintain peace he was
prepared to sacrifice real free-
dom and for the same reason he
was prepared to pamper self-
seekers such as Zia and Nehru.

While he lived, an uneasy
peace could be guaranteed but
with his death the only unify-
ing force was gone and the
dream tumed to nightmare.

In Assam we are witnessing
that nightmare, because, as Zia
points out in the film:

“The world is not made of
Mah, 2

X atma Gandhis. A
AR

A

b
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THE DEATH took plece on Tuesday
16th February of 28-year-old John
‘Goosey’ McGowan who had served

Kesh and was released in January 1980,

over five years in the Cages of Long

Death of
John McGowan

on the orders of the Home Office,
insisted on searching the coffin, inter-
fering with the remains, reading Mass
offerings and accusing Liam of having
handled explosives.

after several hours of

Known y to his
and friends as ‘Goosey’, he went to the
United States to work as a steel-erector,
but last year he was diagnosed as suffer-
ing from cancer.

His remains were brought home
from the US to Belfsst on Friday last
by his brother Liam, via Heathrow
Airport, but there was a delay of six

uu-(lonlnu hs was permitted to ac-
company the coffin on its remaining
joumney.

After Requiem Mass in St Theresa’s
Chapel on Saturday morning, the funeral
cortege, followed by around one hundred
moumers, many of them former friends
and comrades from his Long Kesh days,
went to Milltown Cemetery where a

hours when Special Branch

brief g y took place.

Applications for

soon as possible to:

An Runai,

Coiste Cuimhneachdlin na Poblachta,
44 Cearncg Pharnell,

BAC1.

Ar an (err un), meaning ‘on the’ puts an
‘m’ before a word beginning with 'b‘;
end a ‘g’ before ‘c’.

Bus (buss) — A bus

Bainne (bonyeh) — Milk
Bbthar (boe-hur) — A road
Bérd (board) — A table
Tae (thay) — Tea

Crann (krown) — A tree
Craobh (krave) — A branch
Crdiscin (krooskeen) A jug
Sréid (sraw-id) — A street
Blas (bloss) — Taste

Té pdiste ar an mbus (thaw pawsh-
tyeh err un muss) — There is a child
on the bus

An bhful' an tse ar en mbord? (un
will un thay err un moard) — Is the
tea on the table?

REM EM BERTNGRIHESEASY]

Prisoners l.'llallllllll

BY PETER O’ROURKE

IN 1868, Fenians in Ireland, who had remained at liberty follow-
ing the Rising began an amnesty campaign on behalf of their

comrades in English jails.

John ‘Amnesty’ Nolan was the foun-
der of the Amnesty Association, and its
inspiretion. A Carlowman, he had been a
close associate of James Stephens and
John Devoy and, before 1867, had been
chief organiser of the Irish Republican
Brotherhood for Ulster.

With Nolan as secretary and lsaac
Butt — a nationalist Dublin lawyer who
had defended many Fenians — as pres-
ident, the movement campaigned vigor-
ously for a general amnesty for all pol-
itical prisoners. It also highlighted the
sppalling conditions suffered by the Fen-
jan prisoners in Portland, Millbank,
Chatham and other English jails.

Particularly publicised were the con-
ditions of Jeremiah O‘'Donovan Rossa,
who, on one accasion, had spent 35 days
with his hands manacled behind his back

speakers at Easter
commemorstions should be made s

* time It had secured the release of most

—Goiste Cuimhneachain na Poblachta-
REPUBLICAN COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE

EASTER
LILIE

Easter Lllies available from:
Mrs P. King,

29 Al Saints Park,
Raheny,

Dublin 6.

Price: £12.50 per 1,000

Honour Ireland's dead —wear an Easter Lily—

PRONUNCIATION: The pronunciation
given in brackets is as near as possible
to the sound.

CH is sounded as in LOCH ERNE.

D and T before A, O and U are
thick, spoken with the tongue pressed
against the upper front teeth.

DH and GH are like a G far back in

the throat — almost a gargle.

Nil blas .ar an mbainne (neel bloss
err un monyeh) — There isn‘t a taste
on the milk

C4 bhfull an bhé (caw will un voe) —
Where is the cow?

Té. ol ar an mbothar (thaw shee er
un moe-hur) — She is on the road -
Nfi s ar an srdid (neel shee err un
sraw-id) — She is not on the street

Tipperary in 1870, while he was still in
prison, Rossa was elected, but subseq-
uently unseated as a convicted felon.

RELEASE
The amnesty agitations, which were
disapproved of by the Catholic hierar-
chy, continued until 1872, by which

of the Fenians, including O’Donovan
Rossa and John Devoy.

John Nolan emigrated to the United
States in 1877 end settled in New York,
where he died impoverished. A fund was
raised by Patrick Ford to aid him in his
last months, but it was too late and was
eventually employed to raise a monu-
ment to him in Calvary Cemetery.

Micheel Davitt, one of the Fenlan
prisoners he had helped release, later

throughout the day except at
when they were manacled in front.

" An .extrsordinary propaganda ‘succ-
ess of Nolen’s — which was to be repeat-
ed in simllar circumstances in the Irish
struggle — was to put up Rossa as a can-
didate for the Westminster by-election in

paid for a to be erected to
Nolan’s memory in Glasnevin Cemetery,
Dublin.

John ‘Amnesty’ Nolan, republican
Fenian, but above all, prisoners’ champ-
ion, died in St Vincent’s Hospital, New
York, on February 25th 1887.

err un grooshkeen) — There Is a
flower In the jug

PHRASES
1-Bainne ma's 6 do thoil & (bon-
“yeh maw shay do hull ay) — Milk

Té éan ar an gerann (thaw ayun ar un
grown) — There Is a bird In the tree

Té 6 ar an gcraobh (thaw shay err
un grave) — It is on the branch

Té blith ar en gorliscin (thaw blew

please

2-Té an criiscin ar an mbérd (thaw
un krooshkeen err un mboard) — The
jug is on the table

3-Té cupén tae ansin (thaw kupawn
thay unshin) — There is a cup of tea
there

4—Té sé ar fheabhas Thaw shay err ow-
us) — It's great -

BURNS, James. (2nd Aaniversary). In
proud and foving memory of Vol James
Burns, Belfast Brigads, Oglaigh na
hElreann, who was murdered by loyalist
assassins  on Fabruary 23ra 1981. |
measc laochra na nGael go ralbh & anam.
Never forgotten by his friends and
comrades In the Belfast Brigade.

BURNS, Jim. (2nd Anniversary). Precious
our dear father who died

I rr2erry20RIarr)

each day that | think of yol, my tsars
stifl sadly flow. Always remembered and
sadly missed by Barnie and sons Paul and
Jim junior,

BURNS, Jim. (2nd Anniersary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol Jim
Burns who was snot dead on Faebruary
23rd 1981. RIP. The roll of honour
bears your name, with other soidlers
dead and gone, tnough Iife is not the

ary 23rd 1981 and dear Same without you, within us your

iy Gl A :",' 23rq memory will always Ie on. Always

1580, M-ry. Queen of the Gael;, pray emembered by sunt Lily, uncle Jos,
e will [ Paddy,  Lillan, - Harry, Damien, Joan

you both. forgotten and

by thelr loving daughters Marla, Kathisen BURNS, Jim. (2nd Anniversary). In
and Paula. proud and loving memory of Vol Jim
BURNS, Jim. (znuAnnmrury) Precious Sklpp-r' urns, 2nd Pattalion, Belfast
memorles dear san, Vol Jim Brigads, Oglaigh na hEireann, who wis
‘Skipper' Burns, vmo dled on Fel ¥ d 1981.
23rd 1981 and my dear daughter-in-law, RIP. “I'll e S it Emmety=Pasnn

Maura, who died on February 23rd
1980. Mary, Queen of the Gael, pray
for them. In God's care you rest above,
In our hearts you rest with love. Always
remembered by his loving mother.
BURNS, Jim. (2nd Anniversary). Precious
our dear brother, Vol
Jim ‘Skipper’ Burns, who died on Feb-
ruary 23rd 1981 and our dear sister-
In-law, Maura, who died on February
23rd 1980. Our lady of Lourdes, pray
for them. Quletly thought of every
day, missed much more than words can
say. Never forgotten by his brother
Jos, Betty and famlly; brother Harry,
Delrdre family; brother Kevin,
Evelyn and famlly; brother Pat
and Sandra; brother Paul and Jerrl; sister
Clara, Joe and family; sister Brigid,
Harry and famlly; sister Maura, John,
and famlly; sister Bernadette, Joe and
family; sister Loulse, nd famlly;
and sister Veronica, Paddy and family.
BURNS, Jim ‘Skipper’. (2nd Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Jim ‘Skipper" Burns, who was murdered
on February 23rd 1981. RIP. Padre
Plo, pray for him. It hurt so much to
lose you and time Jjust slips away, this
assed 5o quickly, It seems like
sald that time would

yes!
nul “the paln Jim, that’s just not so, for

BOLAND. The Jackle Griffith Sinn
Feln cumann, Ringsend/Donnybrook,
Dublin, extend thelr sympathy to
Pat Boland and his father on the un-
timely death of Katherine Boland. Ar
dhels Dé go ralbh a hanam.

HUGHES. Deepest sympathy Is extended
to the famlly of Joe Hughes who died
recently, a man who dedicated his Iife
helping ‘people worse off than himself.
Sweet Jesus, have mercy on 3
Sadly missed by the Terence MacSwiney
Sinn Féin cumann, Shannon, County
Clare.

LIDDY, O'DONNELL. Comhairle clige
na Mumhan, Sinn extend thelr
deepest sympathy to the family of Llam
Liddy of Cork, O/C of the Curragh In-
ternees In the 1940s, and also to the
family of the late Phll O’Donnell of

Derry.

McERLEAN. Deepest sympathy Is ex-
tended to the family of Richard ‘Oatsey"’
McErlean who dled suddenly on Tuesday

and Tone, and the boys from the Old

Brigaa, d my true revenge will be
see, Ireland unlllﬂ Glll: and free.”
Always remembe by his loving

nunu Bernadette ma Kate Reid.

UFFY, Paul. (5th Anniversary). In
pmuu and loving memory of Vol Paul
Dufty, Oglaigh -na hEireann, County

Tyrone, who was shot dead In a British
army stake-out operation on February
26th 1978. Thug sé a raibh _aige ag trold
ar son saoirse mhulintir na hEireann.
Always remembered by his comrades
In Tyrone Oglaigh na hEireann.
MAGEE, Joseph. (11th Anniversary). In
Toving memory of my dear brother, Vol
Joseph Mages, who died In action on
F.onmy 21st 1972. RIP. Mass offered.
rd, pray for him. Tims may
nla- the sadness, Ilke the smile that
hides the tears, but loving memorles
hold you close despite the passing
years. Never forgotten by his loving
Brother Patsy, Maureen and family.
MAGEE, Joseph. (11th Anniversary). In
loving memory of our dear brotner-in-
law, Joseph Magee, who dled on active
service on February 21st 1972. Also In
memory of our dear frlends, Rab Dorrlan
and Gerard Bell. RIP. Mass offersd.
Our Lady of Lourdes, pray for them.
Always remembered by Hannah, Paddy
and family.

15th February. A Mhulre na ncul aéan
idir gurar a anam uasal. From pub-
lican Movement, Short smna eitast.

McERLEAN. The republican POWs from
the Short Strand area, Belfast, In the
Cages and H-Blocks, Long Kesh, Crum-
Iin Road, Portlacise, Maglliigan and In
Jalls In England, d regret the death
of our friend ‘O * McErlean, who
dled recently. To his famlly friends
we extend our most heartfelt con-
dolences.

MCcERLEAN. Deepest sympathy to the
family and friends of Richard ‘Oatsey"
McErlean, who dled on Tuesday 15th
February. Go ndéana Dla trocaire ar a
anam. Sadly missed by all his friends In
the Short Strand.

O'NEILL. The Republican Movement
In County Fermanagh extend thelr
deepest sympathy to the O'Nelll famlly,
Donagh, on the recent death of Pat.
RUSSELL. The republican POWs in the
H-Blocks, Long Kesh, extend their
deepest sympathy to our comrade,
Robert, on the death of his father,
Joseph.
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BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to Jeanette
and Marlon (Armagh). Love from mum
and Slobhan.

CAIRNS, P8I (H1-Block). Happy 21st
birthday, PSl. Always thinking of you,
especiaily at this time. Won't be long
untll you have your freedom. All our
love from Jean, Patsy and all the famlly.
CAIRNS, P&l (H1-Block). Happy 21st
birthday, P&l. They may Imprison your
body but never your spirit. Hope to see
you soon. All our love from Sheena,
Sean and Caolan.’ Xxx
CAIRNS, P6l. (H1-Block). Happy birth-
day, PéI. Not l1ong to go now. Thinking
of you. From Stephen and Michelle.
CAIRNS, P4l (H1-Block). Happy 21st
birthday, Pél. Hope your next one Is
spent In freedom. Thinking of you
always. Love, Rosemary. xxx
CAIRNS, Pl. (H1-Block). Members of
the Brlan Smyth Sinn Féln cumann,
Cralgavon, send speclal zm birthday
greetings to you, P4l “The lesson of
irish history s that England never ylelds
to right, reason or justice, only to force.
Consequently, armed rebellion Is an
essentlal element In any attempt to win
Irish Independence. "'
McGRATH, Jim Joe. (Cage 11). Happy
birthday, Jim Joe. From Jackle. xoxo

ﬁ' O N R .
KE, Sean. (H-Block). Birthday
gr-ellngs for March 1st, Sean. Hoping
your next will be spent In freedom.
From the Bellaghy Republican POW
Welfare Assoclation. UTP.
McVEIGH, Sean. (H-Block). Happy
birthday to you, son, for your 25th
birthday on the 26th February. You
are always In our thoughts and prayers.
From mum, dad, Katherine, Jim and
Michael.
McVEIGH, Sean. (H-Block). All the
best for your birthday on the 26th,
Seany. From Rose Marle and Gerry.
McVEIGH, Sean. (H-Block). Greetings
to_you on your birthday, Seany. “They
have you In thelr keeping but we have
you In our hearts.” From Ann, Paddy
and your nephews Sean and Padralg. &
TUITE, Gerry. (Portlacise). Best wishes
on your birthday, Gerry. Thinking of
you  always. UTP. Lots of love from
Monlca. xxx
TUITE, Gerry. (Portlacise). Thinking of
you on your birthday, Gerry. Love
from mum, dad and all the family. xxx
JTUITE AGariyi(BortinciEe)aMssiud ol

on your birthday, G ‘ou‘re never
forgotten. From ‘Super' Peter Duffy, |
Brixton.

TUITE, Gerry; YOUNG, Gerry. (Port-
faolse, 'Long Lartin). Happy birthday,
lads. Tlocfaldh 3r la. From the Sinn
Féin POW Dept., Dublln.

YOUNG, Gerry. (Long Lartin). All the
very best on vour birthday, Gerry. From
Raymond, Mary and young Patrick.

® Monument to John ‘Amnesty’ Nolan
In Glasnevin Cemetery

THE FUNERAL of veteran republican
Edward Thompson took place in Lurgan,
County Armagh, last Thursday, Feb-
ruary 17th. His Tricolour-draped coffin,
preceded by a lone piper and flanked by
@ guard of honour of veteran comrades
and Lurgan Sinn Fein members, was
brought to St Peter’s Church for Requiem
Mass and afterwards to St Coleman’s
Cemetery.

The graveside oruﬂon was given by
the Sinn Fein elected  representative
for Armagh, Jim McAllister. Paying
tribute to Edward  Thompson’s long
involvement in the republican struggle
he said:

Funeral of
Lurgan republican

played a large part in educating this
generation and in instilling their own
ideals in the youth of today.

“Eddie did not let failing health
cause him to falter in his work for Ire-
land, nor ceuss him to stay at home
when his heart told him to take to the
streets. We must ensure that we are
doing what we can, that we are on the
streets when necessary, or anywhere else
where we are needed.

“Eddie was as good a husband and
father as he was a republican. To his

wife, family and friends, | extend sym-

pathy from myself, Lurgan Sinn Fein,
end indeed ‘the whole Republican

“The Eddie

of lIreland
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Brits pay up for .
Dundalk kidnapping

THE BRITISH Ministry of Defence
agreed to an out of court settlement
last Thursday, February 17th, at Belfast

“High Court, in the case of 38-year-old
Dundalk man Kevin Bums who was
illegally abducted by armed and plain-
clothes undercover British soldiers from
a scrapyard in Dromad, County Louth,
on the Southem side of the border on
July 12th 1976.

Kevin Bumns, a married man with two young
daughters, who lives in Dundalk’s Muirhevn-
amore estate, received damages amounting to a
five-figure sum for his wrongful arrest, sub-
sequent abduction, and detention in Bessbrook
Barracks in South Armagh.

ORDEAL

Kevin Burns’ nightmarish ordeal began at
around 10pm in Mullan’s scrapyard,

He recalls the events:

“)'d gone to see Mullan about getting a
Jjob. 1’d just finished talking to him and was
tidying up bits of iron lying in the corner
when a man from Newry came in and asked me
about renting sheds.

“We were standing talking in the middle of
the yard when | heard this screech of brakes,
and with that this guy in plainclothes, carrying
a revolver, went past us with another one
behind him carrying a sub-machine gun.

“He raised it to my head and said: ‘Don’t
move and don’t talk or I’ll blow your fucking
head off".

and property.

THE PREMISES of Divis Flats Community Education Project,
wiich is situated in the heart of the Divis complex and was
3 furmally known locally as ‘Crazy Joe's School’,
oy British soldiers last Thursday morning, February 17th,
causing hundreds of pounds worth of damage to equipment

“Mullan at this stage ran towards Dromad.
Garda Barracks about 50 yards away and in
the same field as the scrapyard, and the Brit
with the revolver ran after him. The Newry
man just froze dn the spot and. like mysslf
didn’t know what was going on.

“By this stage uniformed Paras, with their

faces blackened, had come down fmm the

which looks the rd, and

came Into the yard. There were abaut 15 of
them.

Tha undercover British soldiers ordered the
Paras to take Kevin Burns and the Newry man
away and they then sped off as quickly as they
had arrived.

Both men were marched up to the top of
the mountain to where the Paras had their
camp and a helicopter landing pad. Burns was
made to lié on the landing pad with his. hands
above his head while he was verbally abused
by the Paras. He was told he was going to
Bessbrook.

HELICOPTER

When the helicopter arrived both men were
thrown inside, across the legs of two plain-
clothes British soldiers sitting in the back.
There were no doors on the helicopter and
while in flight Bums was beaten and hit
around the head with a machine gun and push-
ed head-first out of the side of the ‘copter,
hanging on for his life while the pilot lurched
and swerved from side to slde

was raided

The third time that he was forced out of
the helicopter, one of the undercover soldiers
rapped his knuckles with a revolver, in an
attempt to free Burns’ hand from a piece of
metal he was clutching on to to avoid falling.

At Bessbrook Barracks he was again physic-
ally and verbally assaulted by the Paras, being
kicked in the testicles, spreadeagled against a
wall and pushed and prodded with a machine
gun,

He was questioned for several hours but at
no stage was he handed over to the RUC.

COURT
Frightened and badly shaken by his ordeal,
Burns was again put into the ‘copter for his re-

,turn flight to the landing pad near Dromad.

Here, they hovered about 12 feet in the air and
Burns was forcibly shoved out into complete
darkness, landing on a pile of nonu, but, as
he says himself:

“At least | was alive, not shot dead like Peter
Cleary only a year before. | suppose | was in
the wrong place at the wrong time, like many
other innocent people.

“I was glad to get away though for those
boys would nut you and that’s it; two lines in
the next week’s paper. "

Typically, at last Thursday’s hearing, not
one of the British soldiers appeared in court,
crown counsel ‘excusing their absence on the
grounds that they are now ‘scattered around
the world".

In any event, the Ministry of Defence con-
ceded their guilt by settling out of court.

Three Saracen-loads of members
of the Black Watch Regiment
swooped on the school premises
in Cullingtree Walk at around
7am, bursting their way through
the front door, and spent over
two hours on the premises.

Water pipes were broken, flood-
ing the classrooms; floorboards on
- the stairs were pulled up and some
of them broken; holes were punched
in walls; several electrical fittings
were smashed; and, in a petty
vindictive act, books used-in the
school were thrown about the wet
floors and destroyed.

INDEPENDENT

The Divis school, which operates
as a tomally independent: project
from both church and state, was
established over two years ago
by various community workers
in the area who were alarmed at
the high level of expulsions of
pupils from secondary schools in
West Belfast.

Pupils range in age from 12 to

bl AN PHOBLACHTINEA) BLIGAN NENS, 4 Parve Sjaar.

16, and the school is staffed by two
full-time teachers and a voluntary
instructor in handicrafts. Subjects
include sociology, politics and Irish

culture, taught in a common-
sense manner, intelligible to the
pupils.

All the pupils have been ex-
pelled from their former schools
either for truancy or for what the
schools describe as being ‘disruptive’
or ‘maladjusted’. Both are terms
which teachers at the Divis project
totally reject.

OPPO$ITION

From the the school
has met with strong opposition
from church and state authorities,
who see the project ‘as intruding
on their hitherto exclusive pre-
serve. But one of the teachers in-
volved rejects this:

“We have not set ourselves up
to replace the existing school
system, that is an impaossibility.
The kids who go to this school
were rejected and expdlad no

prgesat
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@ The Divis Community Education Project, attacked by Brits

other school would take them so

were running about the
flats all day long with nothing to
do.

“We provide them with a formal
education to deal with their immed-
iate education needs.”

Not wrprislngly, last Thursday's

early momlnn raid has been shrugged

mﬁwmmw s ,WW'“W' '

off as yet one more attempt to
disrupt the school, this time by a
different arm of authority.

Although classes were suspended
for two days because of the amount
of damage, the dedication of the
teachers and the enthusiasm of the
pupils resulted in a speedy resumpt-
fon of studies by Monday morning
of this week.

‘,} KUNOXT

Undercover
activity/in
Mid-Ulster

A 46-YEAR-OLD married man from
Rock, County Tyrone, has reported
~ being. threatened and_insulted by
two gunmen, who he believes were
part of an undercover unit of the
crown forces.

And the disclosure is the sscond
reported Incident of undercover act-
ivity in 8 week by Sinn Fein elected
representative for Mid-Ulster Danny
Morrison, who earlier publicised act-
Jvity in Cookstown’s Greenvale estate.

Peter Toner, from Skenahergney,
Rock, wes stopped by two men in
plainclothes at around 5.30pm on Sat-
urday, February 12th. He was shown
some identification but was not allowed
to examine it.

‘One of them produced & hand-
gun and he loaded bullets into it in front
of me,”” says Toner.

“He asked me my name and | gave
him It. He said: “You’re a Catholic”.”

Whilst they were detaining Toner,
the two men stopped and checked two
vehicles on the road, before eventually
allowing him to go. They then got into
a red Ford Fiesta with Derry number
plates and drove away.

Danny Morrison has described Peter
Toner's encounter as sinister and says
it was obvious that the two men worked
for the British government and that
Toner may well have been shot dead
if, believing he was being confronted
by loyalist paramilitaries, he had run
off when challenged.

DANNY MORRISON

British
race track

DOZENS of children narrowly miss-
ed death or serious injury when a
British army armoured personnel
carrier overturned in the Turf
Lodge area of West Belfast, on
Saturday, February 19th.

At around 12.30pm, the APC,
driving recklessly through the narrow
crowded streets of Turf Lodge approach-
ed Norglen Grove at high speed, braked,
skidded and turned over.

Sean Keenan of West Belfast Sinn
Fein, after the incident, commented:

“Residents are justifiably very angry
as the area is used day and night as a
race track by the Brits and they believe
that it was only sheer luck which pre-
vented local children from being killed
or seriously injured.

“It is clear that these forces have
absolutely no regard for the people
of West Belfast or any area in the six
counties. The killing of nationalists,
whether ‘accidentally’ or intentionally
is of no consequence to them as they
are assured pmm}on under British
law in Ireland.**

® The overturned APC in Turf Lodge
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