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Those who have grasped positions”
of power in Ireland, on the backs
of Clarke, MacDiarmada, Pearse,
Connolly, McDonagh, Ceannt and
Plunkett, now find grave embarrass-
ment at recalling the assertion in
arms of the Irish right to national
freedom in 1916.

They cannot fail to recognise,
in their own pro-British anti-re-
publican activities, just where they
would have stood at that time.

In 1916, just as today, the Irish
establishment, media and hierarchy
denounced with hatred those who
dared to proclaim their allegiance
to the lrish Republic and dared

EASTER,_above all other dates in the republican
ca!endar, is the time when we recall, with justified
pride, those _oountless men and women who over
the years, right down to the present day, have
given their lives in the fight for Irish freedom.

_ And, 67 years after the Proclamation of the Irish Republic
in 1916, we once again “declare the right of the people of
Ireland to the ownership of Ireland, and to the unfettered
control of Irish destinies, to be sovereign and indefeasible.”
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gone as planned? What if Pearse
and Connolly and the rest, joined
by Mellows and O’Connor and their
comrades, had survived to become
the leaders of a free united Irish
socialist republic and put into
practice the 1916 Proclamation,
which was so quickly "cast aside
by the reactionary opportunists
who quickly seized power in the
Free State?

What if those who in the long |

years since then have striven
with dedication, even sacrificing
their lives, to achieve the first
step of expelling British rule, had
been free to devote their obvious

1 to the pment of

to express their determil to
establish it and defend it with
force against the evils of British
rule.

There are even those today who
attempt to mock and deride the
leaders of 1916 as worthless dream-
ers.

OPPRESSION

But it might be worth reflect-
ing for a moment, in this Ireland
of today — still suffering British
oppression, riven by the curse of
partition, crippled by social and
economic injustice, and stripped of
its cuftural heritage — on what
might have been. f

What if the chaos of the counter-
manded orders 67 years ago had
not been? What if all things had

that Irish Republic so proclaimed?
Who can doubt that Ireland to-
day would have achieved its “august
destiny”” then - predicted, its “ex-
altation among the nations’?

UNITED

In 1916, the leaders of the
labour movement, the national
movement, the cultural movement
and, importantly, the new women'’s
movement of the day, united, not
as a loose transitory alliance,
but as a result of a recognition and
acceptance of each strand of
Irish freedom of the truth of the
others’ particular concern.

Towards that powerful unity,
republicans today work with in-
creasing vigour and, in the year

since last Easter, have made dramatic

and encouraging progress on many the achievement of that
Republic set out in 1916. Until she receives her old tradition of

This Easter, we declare our then there is no laying down of nationhood, Ireland, through us,
undiminished determination to de- arms, no surrenders or retreats, summons her children to her flag
stroy forever the British hold on no indecision or faint-heartedness.

fronts.

our country, as the first step to

“In the name of God and of
Irish the dead generations from which

and strikes for her freedom...””

BY PAT DEENEY

THE CONTRIVED cases against 71
Derry people, over half of whom are
held in custody on remand, look to be
heading for a dramatic collapse, with
the relevation this week that the RUC
informer involved, Derryman Ray-
mond Gilmour, has been in contact
with his family and with local Sinn
Fein elected representative Martin
McGuinness.

After eight months in enforced isolation,
Raymond Gilmour made a surprise contact
with his family on Sunday, March 13th.

He spoke firstly to his mother-in-law, Mrs
Agnes Harkin, and expressed great regret for
his previous actions. By his whole tone, she
is convinced that he wishes to retract the
statements he has made to the RUC.

On the same evening, Gilmour phoned
his sisters, Dympna, Geraldine and Kathleen,
and made an attempt to phone another sis-
ter, Patsy. All the calls were made from a
coin box.

From his conversations, it was clear to his
family that Raymond deeply regretted his
past deeds. He told them of a genuine desire
to sever his connection with the RUC whom
he claimed were “treating his wife and child-
ren like dirt.” He told them that he did not
want to “end up like Colm ‘Rooster”
McNutt”, a young Derry man assassinated
by the SAS in 1977. Raymond Gilmour ob-
viously feels his life will be in danger if
he does not carry out the RUC’s orders.

PLEADED

His sister Dympna, pleaded with him to
end the agony he has brought on so many
people. He replied that he wanted to but
didn‘t know how to go about it. She then
suggested to him that he speak to Sinn Fein
elected representative Martin McGuinness.
He agreed and arranged to phone the family
again. -

The following night, Gilmour phoned his
sister Geraldine. She noticed a remarkable
and dramatic change in his attitude and in

‘| WANT TO RETRACT SAYS RUC INFORMER

GILMOUR TALKS
10 McGUINNESS

@®RAYMOND GILMOUR

his personality. Whereas on Sunday night
his mood had been open, excited and
buoyant, on this occasion he was hesitant,
subdued and evasive. He did, however, rep-
eat his intention to speak to Martin Mc-
Guinness. Geraldine was convinced that

RUC men were with Raymond as he spoke. |

The RUC almost definitely have had the

° MATN UlNNES

Gilmour and Harkin families’ phones tapp-
ed and were instantly aware that Gilmour
had momentarily eluded their surveillance

and so i
him.
Martin McGuinness says:
“Raymond Gilmour has been in total
isolation for eight months. He is totally

y re-applied on

dependent on his Special Branch guards.
They control his every word, his every act-
ion. In his excitement at making what he
thought was a free and confidential contact
with his family, he has overlooked the poss-
ibility of his relatives’ phones being tapped.

“Such evidence of the RUC'’s apparent-
ly limitless power only serves to reinforce
Gilmour’s fears and his dependence on his
guards.”

Martin McGui assured the Gi
that he would speak to Raymond and prom-
ised to exercise what influence he had as an
elected ive to provide assi
to Raymond, who from his calls was deeply
in need of help.

On Sunday, March 20th, Gilmour phon-
ed his sister Geraldine’s home. Patsy, ano-
ther sister, took the call. She spoke to Ray-
mond for a while and was sure that Ray-
mond was again in the company of the
RUC. Martin McGuinness then spoke to
Raymond Gilmour:

“He told me he was using a coin box.
That was untrue. He did little talking and
what remarks he did make were of a guard-
ed, dictated nature. | asked him if the RUC
were with him. He refused to answer. He
did, however, agree to consider all the points
! had made. Our conversation lasted 35 min-
utes. | promised him 1’d be available at any
time to speak to him and he told me he
would call again on Wednesday, March 23rd,
at 8pm. | waited for four hours on that date
expecting him to contact me but the call did
not come.

“I am certain that the RUC have deliber-
ately prevented him from making that call.
Raymond Gilmour needs help. He has shown
that he wishes to talk to either his family or
to myself under conditions of real and guar-
anteed confidentiality.

“I believe that Raymond Gilmour wishes
to retract. | also believe that the RUC are
not prepared to /et this happen. Raymond
Gilmour is not, as Chief Constable Hermon
has claimed, a ‘free agent”.””




two hits were recorded.

On Wednesday evening, March
30th, just after 9.30pm, a bomb
in a derelict building on Belfast's
Falls Road, just opposite the Falls
Road library, went off as a British
army patrol was passing.

Part of the premises collapsed
into the road and one British sold-
ier was injured in the blast.

TYRONE SHOOTING

A County Tyrone man who had
recently resigned from the UDR
was shot and seriously wounded
on Friday, March 25th, by the
IRA’s Tyrone Brigade as he drove
out of the laneway of a friend's
home. An IRA Volunteer, using

a shotgun, stepped out in front
of the car and fired into the wind-
screen. In spite of an immediate
and widespread follow-up search
by hundreds of RUC and UDR
personnel the IRA unit made good
its escape.

GRENADE ATTACK
In an attack by Volunteers of
the IRA’s North Armagh Brigade
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on Tullygally Road East, just out-
side Lurgan, on Friday night, March
25th, a hand grenade was thrown
at an RUC land-rover.

The grenade hit the front of
the vehicle and exploded on the
road. No casualties were reported.

BELFAST BOMB ATTACK
British soldiers narrowly missed
death on Saturday, March 26th,
when only the detonator of a
cylinder bomb placed in a derelict
house and containing 15lbs of

Not involved at Mackies —IRA

THE IRA’s Belfast Brigade has denied any involvement in the shooting of Ray-
mond Orr, a Protestant worker, who was shot and seriously injured es he arrived
for work on Friday morning, March 25th, at Mackies engineering factory in

West Belfast.

explosives, - went off as a British
army foot patrol passed along
Belfast’s Malcolmson Street, opp-
osite the Springfield Road joint
British army/RUC Barracks.

Had all the charges exploded
the charge, which had been care-
fully shaped to confine the direction
of the blast, would have caused
serious casualties to the enemy.

BOMB DEFUSED
An area outside Cr

—..War News...War News...War News...War News...War News..

Continued IRA action

IRA ACTIVE service units were in action in Armagh, Tyrone,
Belfast and Crossmaglen during the past week, although only

For the i

record

FOLLOWING a much-publicised
call for a unilatersl IRA cease-
fire, from former republican Sean
MacStiofain, the IRA has, for the
second time in five days, spelt
out its position in this regard.

was sealed off for two days on
Sunday, March 27th, and Monday,
March 28th, as British bomb
experts defused a 200lb bomb
contained in two milk churns.

BORDER POST ATTACKED

A Tyrone Brigade IRA active
service unit fired about 20 shots
at British troops manning the
border checkpoint at Aughnacloy,
shortly after midnight on Monday,
March 28th. No casualties were
recorded.

In a issued from the
Irish Republican Publicity Buresu In
Dublin, they said:

“The Irish Republican Army, for the
record, is not thinking of, nor would
it countenance thought of, ceasefires
or truces short of a British withdrawal
from lIreland, after which there would
be no need for armed struggle.

. “That has remained our principled
position. It has been the position which
young men and women have given their
lives for and for which hundreds of
others languish in jail. Though, of course,
some who are weak-willed have approp-

riately fallen by the wayside.”

Loudn

[_8YHILDA MacTHOMAS ]

THE HUME/FITZGERALD ‘Forum
for a New Ireland’ is proving to be
most unpopular. Last week invitat-
ions were issued by Free State premier
Garret FitzGerald to all political
parties, North and South — except, of
course, Sinn Fein, the only major
party to be excluded because of its
principled stance on the armed
struggle.

So far, all the invitations have been re-
jected. The only party which would have
dearly loved to take part in the forum,
the ishi Irish Ind d Party
(123 votes in Carrickmore), was not in-
vited.

The most recent rejection of the forum
came from the Workers’ Party, which at
a Belfast press conference on Tuesday,
March 29th, accused Garret FitzGerald
of setting up the forum as a prop to the
SDLP, and a diversion from the deepening
economic crisis in the Free State, The
Workers” Party, like all the other unionist
parties, objected also to the forum’s declared
aim because it would alienate Northem
unionist opinion. And to show their own
brand of slavish compromise, billed their
Leinster House deputy, Proinsias de Rossa,
as plain, anglicised ‘Frank Ross’.

Some days previously, on Thursday,
March 24th, the Official Unionist Party
leader, James Molyneaux, had rejected
FitzGerald's invitation to the forum which
“seeks means of compelling the greater
number in Northern Ireland to agree to a
united Ireland.” The Alliance Party also
rejected the forum stating that it favoured
“a power-sharing society within Northern
Ireland.”

VIOLENCE
lan Paisley’s DUP also got an invitation.
They must have been deemed by Fitz-
Gerald to fulfil his strict requirement of
‘rejection of violence’, and this in spite of

o miracle in Prior package

@ In sending Paisley an invitation to the forum, Garret

soctarian record and anti-nationalist activities
their Nuremburg-style Third Force rallies
at the end of 1981, and more recently their
unashamed gloating over the dead bodies
of nationalist victims of the RUC’s shoot-
to-kill tactics.

Obviously, FitzGerald must think that
hooti ionalists does not i

to fo

his past

March 25th, claimed the forum would only
“give encouragement to the IRA,” and the
Free State should rather give up its “false
claim to jurisdiction over Northern Ireland.”

The publicity-hungry reverend concluded
with a typical threat of “personally leading

an act of violence, but rather what Bishop
Cahal Daly would call the unionists’ “right
and duty under law to defend their political
institutions.”

However, and predictably, DUP leader
lan Paisley rejected the invitation, and in
an open letter to FitzGerald on Friday,

a ol to any attempt
made to use Northern Ireland as a venue”
for the forum. Paisley, always looking for
new opportunities to outshine his unionist
rivals by staging spectaculars of the 1981
mountain-side firearm certificate waving
variety, is visibly determined to use the forum
for his own personal campaigning.

um ploy

The fact that Paisley was invited to the
forum, and his predictable rejection, were
aptly described by West Belfast Sinn Fein
elected representative Gerry Adams as
showing “at one stroke :he shallowness
of the so-called ‘Forum for a New Ireland’,
and of FitzGerald’s, Hume’s and Haughey's
exclusion of Sinn Fein.”

As for the unionists, in spite of their
sabre-rattling declarations, they are all well
aware of the real purpose of the forum,
which as Alliance leader Oliver Napier de-
clared in a press interview on Tuesday,
March 29th, using Gerry Adams’ own
words, without acknowledgement, of course:

“| think the intention is for the forum
to be an electoral life-line for the SDLP,
to help the SDLP out.”

All these rejections must have come as
another blow to the SDLP which has pinned
all its hopes of survival on the forum.

DEVOLVED

Meanwhile, on Monday, March 28th,
the three unionist parties came together in
the first of a planned series of talks aimed
at devising a common strategy to get more
powers devolved to the new Stormont.

While Monday’s talks came to nothing,
such moves are, however, a matter of grave
concern to many nationalists who are only
too aware of the desire of the British govern-
ment to transfer to the local assembly
the burden of managing the six counties
economic ‘wasteland’ and repressing half
a million unruly nationalists.

The EEC has recently recognised the
Stormont assembly as a bona fide ‘regional
parliament’ and this dubious stamp of ap-
proval will unfortunately go some way to
providing the new Stormont with the
respectability it needs to argue for devol-
ution,

All else having failed for them, the
SDLP might well end up deciding to take
their seats in the new Stormont after all
and, as is customary, sell nationalist aspir-
ations down the river for a few token pos-
itions.

ON WEDNESDAY, March 23rd, in a blaze of media coverage
British direct-ruler James Prior unveiled a miracle package
which would giver the North the edge in attracting foreign in-

vestment.

The package consists mainly
of an 80% tax-relief grant on
new investments, this, combined
with the recently established Indus-
trial Development Board (IDB), is
an obvious attempt to emulate, or
even overtake, the Free State’s
drive to attract foreign Industrial-
ists, a drive spearheaded‘sinue the
late ‘60s by the Industrial Develop-
ment Authority.

The type of investor attracted
by such grants is unfortunately on-
ly too clear: low-wage companies,
like Hyster, which have closed
plants in their country of origin as
soon as the unions have managed to
win better wages and moved to the
North where the average wage is
considerably lower. Also attracted
are con-merchants like John Z. De
Lorean who, having robbed mill-

ions of pounds from the British
government, most of which found
its way to the Swiss bank accounts
of a few individuals, finally disapp-
eared from the scene and is now
awaiting trial on drug charges.
Then, of course, there’s the fly-by-
night multinational companies
which have plagued Ireland, North
and South, throughout the last dec-
ade.

UNSTABLE
However, it is doubtful if these
new measures will make the politic-
ally unstable six counties more att-
ractive.
A survey commissioned by the

IDB among German, British and
American industrialists, the results
of which were published on Tues-
day, March 29th, revealed that two-
thirds of foreign industrialists are
opposed to investing in Northern
Ireland — fifty per cent declared

@ Prior with whizz-kid con-merchant John De Lorean in happier days

that it was too risky.

These results show recent trips
abroad by British direct rule off-
icials to address foreign industrial-
ists to be nothing more than pro-
paganda exercises for home con-
sumption.
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INDUSTRIAL TENSION has
been mounting this week as
the deadline for the Coalition’s
new budgetary provisions on
taxation . draws nearer,
trade unions realise the extant
of the attack on workers’ earn-
ings. Following April 6th,
workers will find a drop in
their take-home pay due to a
new 1% levy on earnings and
the maintenance of existing
tax bands which don’t allow
for inflation. To counter
these, and other, injustices,
workers have adopmd a milit-
ant stance which has already
forced the Dublin government
to think again.

On Wednesday, March 23rd,
workers in the Waterford Crystal
factory. decided to implement a
strategy proposed some weeks ago
by the ATGWU that payments of
PAYE and PRSI be withheld until
such time as the system of taxat-
ion is reformed and cut-backs in
social services are halted.

Reaction to the Waterford move
has been swift and in the case of
government, opposition and em-
ployers, hostile. Workers, on the
other hand, have reacted enthus-
iastically to the plan and many have
decided to join the protest, includ-
ing workers employed by the Irish
Sugar Company and Braun (Ire.)
Ltd in Carlow and workers through-
out Mayo, Clare, Cork and Dublin.
Messages of support are arriving in
increasing numbers.

A frantic flurry of activity by

and B

ELE bTRlCA

@ Unlike the great PAYE marches In 1979, the new

the Coalition government has rev-
ealed how unprepared they are in
the face of such a campaign. In a
veiled threat, Alan Dukes, Coalit-
ion Minister for Finance, would not
deny, in a radio interview, that the
Offences Against the State Act

might be used against union lead- ~

ers involved in organising the pro-

CRI "Ml PROFILE OF YT

TRADES

INSTALLATIO
",w““”'l‘:n"‘°“-"7kulcnmor

TELPW

should hit the

it hurts most: in the pocket

test.

In an effort to stem the growing
tide of protest, the government has
resorted to moral blackmail and
have already threatened that the in-
evitable shortfall in funds to' the
exchequer will be taken out first of
all on social welfare recipients.

Answering this pressure, the

trade unions have pointed to the
£1,700 million currently owed by
companies, the self-employed and
big farmers to the exchequer. It is
these people and the system which
allows them to evade and avoid tax
payments which has caused the
current campaign, and any shortfall
must, say the unions, be blamed on

these people and successive govern.
ments who have allowed abuses 1o
continue.
STUPIDITY
On Tuesday last, the Federated
Uniori” of Employers threw their

= weight behind the government in

opposing industrial protests. In z
statement, comparable to Public
Service minister John Boland's cal|
for voluntary and unpaid labour for
its stupidity, they claimed that the
PAYE code was the same for man-
agers” as it was for employsrs. In
this they conveniently forgot that
workers are not given the company
car, company house, nor indeed
any of the perks given to manage-
ment by an employer so that they
can evade taxation on a substantia|
portion of their eamings.

Wiser counsel has prevailed in
the ITGWU than that of leader
John Carroll who came out in opp-
osition to the withholding of PAYE
and PRSI earlier this week. The
decision by the ITGWU, FWUI and
ATGWU, to sponsor a work-stopp-
age on Wednesday, April 13th, in
response to the growing demand
for action, promises to be popular

| and widely supported. And far

from defusing thtancy as some
have cynically hinted, is likely to
increase determination for further
action.

The desperation of the govern-
ment and their alignment with
Fianna Fail and the employers has
shown the ability of this campaign
to effect chalge Unlike the great
PAYE marches in 1979 its effect
will be immediate and will hurt the
government where it hurts most: in
the pocket.

[__8Y Damien o'rourkE )

THE BRITISH government’s Youth Tmmng Programma

(YTP) in the North has been

on youth

Sinn Fein's trade union depanmant

The YTP is, they say, designed
to mask the disastrous effect
of British economic policies on
young people in the six counties,
by reducing the statistics of
those registered as unemployed.
But far from providing training
towards job qualifications it is,
in effect, a deskilling exerclse
with its main thrust at

pupils is reinforced.

Derry Sinn Fein also point
to a potentially sinister part
of the YTP, called ‘profiling’,
which requires trainees to write
a log, plus an interview profile,
assessing such ‘social attitudes’
as the ability to take orders
and views on employer/employee

compliant attitudes towards em-
ployers among young people.

In conjunction with the YTP,
apprenticeship schemes at training
centres, and courses at colleges
of technology, which offer some
qualification, are being run down.

Thus, the educational gap
between disadvantaged working-
class youth and grammar school

rules. have
a simple means of assessing
suitable acquiescent workers.

LOW-WAGE ECONOMY

In addition, the scheme has
actually increased unemployment
by creating a low-wage economy,
with trainees, paid only £25
per week, expected as part of
“‘work experience’

to do work

by Derry’

normally done by workers at
union rates. This prevents the
employment of ordinary workers.

And the Sinn Fein document
finally condemns the training pro-
gramme for its complete failure
to take into account the different
cultural needs of Irish youth.

Launching the discussion doc-
ument a fortnight on Thursday,
March 17th, Derry Sinn Fein
elected representative Martin Mc-
Guinness said it is not surprising
that many young people are
voting with their feet and refusing
the YTP offer.

McGuinness hopes that the
Sinn Fein document will inspire
a debate among the young people
in the YTP and their tutors with
a view to ending this exploit-
ation and devising a new scheme
which meets the educational,
cultural and economic needs of
Irish working-class youth.

Sinn Fein, -meanwhile, rec-
ommends that all young people

® The YTP programmes offer no rul opportunity of employment to the young jobless

in these schemes are given the
union rate for the job and enjoy
union conditions, especially re-
lating to health and safety stand-
ards; that they are given proper

training leading to either an
apprenticeship or recognised qual-
ification; that tutors and staff
are paid at the same rate as
college lecturers and similar teach.

ers; and that staff and young
people unite in refusing to operate
the profiling system, which
smacks of British government
intelligence gathering.

Ta Ilon pa ndaoine ata di- fho

ostaithe, thuaidh agus theas, ag

méidia gan stad. Ta breis is tri chéad mﬂe duine gan obair faon
lathair. C¢ hiad féin? Cé hiad na scileanna ata ag na daoine seo?
An amhlaidh go bhfuil na scileanna ata acu as data?

Ba mhaith liom tabhairt faoi na
ceisteanna thuas a fhreagairt. Is as
Feasachan Staidrimh na hEireann —
Eagran Mhean Fomhair 1982 — a
thog mé na figiGirl atd a thabhairt
agam.

Caithfimid smaoineamh amh&in
a choimedd chun tosaigh an t-am
ar fad, ‘s€ sin, go bhfuil na figidiri
seo ag tagairt do Mheitheamh 1982
agus gur chun donais ata drsal
imithe & shin. ‘Siad seo na figiGir{
is déanaf atf le f4il.

Ar an gcligid 14 is fiche de
Mheitheamh anuraldh- bhi" »aon
chéad caoga mile, ocht gcéad caoga
naoi duine ar an gclar beo sna S&
Chontae Fichead. Mn3 ab ea trlocha
sé mile dha chéad daichead is a ciiig
acu.

Bh{ breis is naoi mfle déag des na
daoine seo ar-an gcla'r beo ar fath-
annaa bhalneann go diteach le tion-
scal na talamhafochta. Ina measc
bhi” feirmeoirf, gaolta feirmediri,
sclabhaithe feirme agus oibrithe eile
talamhaiochta. Bhi” beagnach seacht
gcéad iascaire di-fhostaithe ar an
data sin.

Ar an Ia sin bhi beagnach fiche
mile oibrithe i dtionscal na t6géla
di‘fhostaithe. Taispednann seo a
amardl is at§ an coras. T4 easpa tit-
hiochta sa tiT agus lucht a dlogtha

“gan ‘gbair le fdil acu. A fhad is atd
an cbras eacnamalochta bunaithe ar
h do chalplt—

gbiséireachta atd gan obair &
cheithre chéad caoga go beagnach
mile dh ch&ad. Cén mhaitheas ats
le Comhphobal Eacnamafochta na
hEorpa nuair nach féidir leo
oibrithe_a chosaint 6n di-fhostai-
ocht? Nil sa chaint ar fad a bhionn
ar sifil acu san ach iarracht chun
dallamalldg a chur ar daoine a
thugann votai'dibh.

MNA

| measc na mban ata gan obair
bhi breis is ceithre mile i dtionscal
an Eadaigh. Ag an am cfanna t3
€adaigh 6 ghach aird ar domhan
& ndiol anseo. Nil ciall ar bith le
seo. Conas is féidir a ra go bhiull
pleanall ar bith ar sidl nuair até cdr-
sai amhlaidh?

Nios measa f6s t& breis is s&
mhile ban gan obair a bh{ fostaithe
mar chlb'scrfobhalthe cléirigh agus

6irf. Is cinnte _go bhfuil cuid

Ilgh is mar sm a bheidh cirsar.
Laistigh de bhliain amhain
mhéadaigh ar lfon na n-oibrithe

mhaith den mhillean faoi seo le

titim ar theacht na tmcneolalochta &

nua. Ach cé bhfuil na cGrsaf trae-

® / gcosaint a geuid jobanna, Ieanann an seilbh i monarchain Ranks

it

aghaidh +."

nala dos na héibrithe?

T4 s€ le Iéamh ar na figiﬁin’seo
gur beag an dul chun cinn atd
déanta ag mnd go f6ill fostafocht
d'fhail |easmu|gh des na tionscail
ina mbfdfs i gcSnaf fostaithe, Mar
shampla, as beagnach naoi geéad
leictreoiri’ a bhi’ gan obair ni raibh
ach cdigear ban gan obair.

Trid is trid |8irfonn na figidirl
seo an cur amd ama is airgid a
tharlafonn de bharr na di-fhostai-
ochta. Ni féidir liom dochas ar
bith a thabhairt d'oibrithe dF
fhostaithe mar nfl dchas agam f féin
90 mbeidh feabhas ar chdrsal go
dti’ mbeidh sdisialachas i réim
sa tir seo.




TWENfTY-FIVE-YEAR-OLD Jim Byme, a single
gan rom Cloughreagh, Newry, was savagely

aten by what he believes to have been a four-
man SAS unit.

Around 2am last Sunday moming, March 27th, Jim B
entered the hallway of his home having retumed late fll':)nm ganr:’e
:.?:gtnewt?e'll'etge Ihaﬁ sper:rt’ the evening with friends. Half-way

e hal e light in the kitchen was sudd i
revealing two uniformed soldiers. e o Of
Startled, Byrne ran for the door
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BY MAEVE ARMSTRONG

not only fractured but has several
burst blood vessels which may
necessitate yet another operation.

Jim McAllister, Sinn Fein elected
representative for the area, said
in a statement that the whole
affair:

“Smacks of RUC collusion as
Jim Byme was threatened by a
Special Branchman from Newry
on the Green Road, Bessbrook,
on St Patrick’s Day, when he

but immediately the window in the
door shattered, scattering glass
around him and two other sold-
iers entered. They kicked him back
up the hall and into the living
room, with blood pouring from his
nose and cuts to his face.

INTERROGATED
Byme, who was very frightened
and confused, was interrogated
until 6am that morning, about
his family, friends and if he knew
anything about the IRA.

As soon as they left, Jim Byrne
made his way to lodge a complaint
at the local barracks ‘but was
informed by the British army
there that the four soldiers were
not their men.

Byrne was then handed over
to the RUC who detained him in
Bessbrook for several hours before
he was eventually moved to Daisy
;lalll Hospital in Newry at around

m.

Jim Byrne has undergone two
operations because of persistent
bleeding from his nose which is

told Jim he’d get him ‘done’.

“This savage beating is coupled
with many similar incidents of this £
nature and. the Sinn Fein office L etk A g
in Camlough is receiving around | .
six or seven harassment complaints PN T
every day. Y

“The rate of arrests in South
Armagh and Newry has also in-
creased dramatically with young
men being arrested. All these
people have complained of brut-
ality in Gough and Newry Barracks
yet all of them were released with-

out being charged.” ¥

A 16-YEAR-OLD youth from the New Lodge area of North
Belfast was slashed rep dly d the face with a razor-
blade in a sectarian attack by three loyalist teenagers last Fri-

@Jim Byrne, recovering In hospital aftar being attacked by British soldiers

—New Lodge sectarian attack—

day night, March 25th.

Trainee upholsterer Eddie Kane,
from Upper Meadow Street, was re-
tuming home down Cliftonville
Road around midnight after leaving
his fiancee’s home in the Ardoyne
area.

As he reached Manor. Street,
however, Kane retraced his steps to
avoid any possible confrontation
with a gang of ‘Mods’ who were en-
gaged in throwing bricks at passing
cars. Later, when Eddie Kane
thought the gang would have dis-
persed, he tried to make his way
home once again.

As he neared the comer of Man-
or Street, which is badly illumin-
ated, Kane noticed three youths
walking towards him.

a Fenian?” Naturally frightened,
Kane made no reply and was imm-
ediately grabbed by two of the
youths who held him down and
kicked and punched his ribs and
stomach.

Eddie Kane recalls what happ-
ened: ’

“The other one started slash-
ing my face with a blade. | didn’t
know what was going on, | strugg-
led with them and kept pulling my
face away from him.”

PASSER-BY
Luckily for Eddie Kane, his
attackers ran off when a passer-
by threatened them with a broken
bottle. With blood streaming from

® EDDIE KANE

his face and in a state of shock
Eddie retumed with the man to the

They stopped when they reach-
ed him and demanded: “Are you

safety of his home, but his mother
Bridget recalls:

“| nearly dropped dead when he
came in like that. | don’t think he
realises yet just how lucky he is and
how close he came to death. We're
lucky too that it wasn't his body
we were finding, for they could’ve
cut his throat just as easily.”

Eddie Kane sustained a total of
15, mainly superficial, cuts to his
face which required medical treat-
ment the following day in the
Mater Hospital.

In view of the long list of sect-
arian assassinations carried out by
loyalists on members of the nation-
alist New Lodge population, Eddie
Kane may be counted as fortunate
to escape so lightly, More import-
antly, this attack- serves as a rem-
inder to all nationalists living in
isolated areas throughout the six
counties of the ever-present dang-
ers of loyalist sectarianism.

ssaults in C

THE NATIONALIST border village of Crossmaglen, and the

general South Armagh
republican folklore as b
liest in terms of British

area,

being amongst the staunchest :
army fatalities — and most active

has undoubtedly carved a place in

— or dead-

areas involved in the war against British occupation.

But the unfaltering resistance of
the nationalist people to British
occupation has ultimately 'moant
they are faced with the daily on-
slaught of repression and repressive
measures in the fon:‘t of halrassmen::
beatings, arrests an imprisonmen
and w‘:lch has invariably affected
almost every nationalist household
in one way or other. 3

In incidents last waek,.m the
Crossmaglen area, the actions .of
British soldiers resulted in injuries
to two young children and in a fur-
ther incident over tie weekend,
five Ci I men d
various injuries when they were
assaulted by baton-wielding Brit-
ish soldiers.

SHAKEN
An 11-year-old boy, who .w_ff—
ers from epileptic fits, was riding

his pony along the Blaney Road,
where a British army patrol was
manning a vehicle checkpoint
As the boy approached them,
without any reason whatsoever,
the British soldiers threw a spike-
chain across the road, directly
in front of the pony’s hooves.
The animal, startled by the sudd-
en actions, reared up, throwing the
boy who was badly shaken and
bruised.

Another 7-year-old boy running
along the Dundalk Road, was vind-
ictively tripped up by a British sold-
jer. The young boy banged his head
on the concrete pavement and was
|ater detained in Newry’s Daisy Hill
Hospital ovemnight with slight con-
cussion.

KICKED
On Saturday night, March 26th,

two men,_were coming out of the -

Cartwheel Bar in the town around . :
midnight when they were confron-
ted by British soldiers.

Both men were asked for their
names and addresses and were then
permitted to go. However, as soon
as they turned away and began
walking off, several British soldiers
ran up behind them, kicked one
man in the legs while the other was
punched in the face as he turned
around.

The soldiers then produced bat-
ons and struck the men around the
head and body. The noise of the
scuffles brought several other man
out to investigate and they were
also set upon by a large force of
baton-wielding British soldiers.

One man, Raymond Hughes, had
his shirt ripped off his back and sus-
tained a badly cut lip and bruising.

Others had cuts, black eyes and
swollen jaws. Five men were hauled
off to Crossmaglen Barracks, some
15 yards away, where two of them
were charged with assaulting a Brit-
ish soldier and an RUC man.

Crossmaglen; the barracks Is in the background, on the left
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Tyrone housing scandal

|8y maeve armsTRONG |

HOUSING EXECUTIVE back-
tracking on a previously agreed
improvement scheme to up-
grade housing standards on
the nationalist Meenagh Park
estate in Coalisland, County
Tyrone, has meant that res-
idents are being forced to live
in woodworm-ridden and badly
neglected houses.

Built 30 years ago, the major-
ity of Meenagh Park’s 54 houses
are riddled with woodworm follow-
ing careless oversights by install-
ing untreated beams during a re-
roofing scheme six years ago.
Consequently this led to dry rot
in the beams and rafters which
the Executive confirmed after an
authorised inspection of seven
houses. Armed with this evidence,
however, all they did to rectify
the situation was to replace floor-
boards in some of the worst affect-
ed houses.

GRIEVANCE
The badly designed interior
lay-out of the houses is another
major grievance of tenants as their
small working kitchens are direct-
ly adjacent to their bathrooms
which, even in Housing Executive
building requirements, clearly stip-
ulate that for hygiene reasons
these two areas should be situated
well apart.
The staircase, which is only
ible by walking through the
livingroom, presents one of the
main bones of contention among
tenants who rightly call them
“nothing but a death-trap if a fire
breaks out.” A member of the
tenants’ association, Mrs Isobel
McDowell, explains:
“If a fire broke out in the liv-
ing-room we would all be burned

to death for the only way we can
get out is through the living-room,
so what are our chances if the liv-
ing-room’s on fire?”"

The other ‘alternative’ is to
jump through an upstairs window

@ Houses in Meenagh Park, Coalisland — death-traps in the event of a fire

ment scheme and their ‘lack of
finance’, until the scheme gets
underway, as their main excuse.

DAMPNESS
In practically every house, win-

onto the concrete path some dow frames are rotting and
15 feet below. draughty, doors need repairing,
The Executive’s and p is evident in the

P
scheme which was to begin in
1982-83 would have gone some
way towards remedying these prob-
lems by building kitchen exten-
sions and reversing the stairway
to lead into the hallway, but so
far there has been three postpone-
ments of the scheme.

Firstly, the residents were told
1982-83, then 1983-84, and recent-
ly — at a meeting with the Execut-
ive, residents and Francie Molloy
of Tyrone Sinn Fein — they mooted
1984-85.

This ‘pie-in-the-sky’ date is un-
acceptable because the longer the
Executive use this handy delaying
tactic, the more drastic becomes
the deteriorating condition of the
houses. The Executive have clamped
down heavily on carrying out
essential repairs, using the improve-

oints for stress

Nop

[ By maeve armsTRONG |

MRS EDNA McQUILLAN, her husband, Thomas, and teenage son and
daughter, John aged 13, and Donna Maria aged 14, live with Edna's
parents in Turf Lodge. They have been living there for seven years, wait-
ing for the Housing Executive to allocate them a house.

Edna’s mother, Molly, suffers from
a serious heart complaint. Her daughter,
Donna Maria, suffers from a thrombosis

“All we want is a house of our own,”
says Edna, “/ can’t understand why
it’s taking so long. Surely they must
d the strain this situation

of a cerebral blood- I, a

which is aggravated by stress. She and

her brother both sleep in the same room.
Edna herself is in ill-health and is

due shortly to go into hospital for

treatment.

puts on a family.”"

But the Housing Executive official
responsible for the Turf Lodge area,
Monica Loughran, obviously does not

kitchens. In the case of Mrs Sarah
Corr, where a damp patch is in the
middle of her livingroom floor,
literally seeping through the carpet,
she, like many others, has given

up in despair in complaining to
the Executive.

A few doors away, Theresa
and Sean Girvan and their five
children have been living in fear
for over four years now as rats
are breeding in their front garden.
Sean, who is unemployed, had to
erect a wiremesh fence around
the garden at his own expense,
to prevent the rats running into
the living-room. He has repeatedly
asked the Executive to dig up the
garden and concrete over it, but

She that
to the overcrowding would be for the
two children to stay with neighbours
at night.

“We have more than enough points
to get a house and yet rather than offer
us one, Mrs Loughran suggests we
split up our family. | think it’s a scand-
alous situation,” said Edna.

The Housing Executive say there is
not enough medical evidence to grant
a priority rating to the McQuillan
family. Stress, according t the Ex-
ecutive, cannot be regarded as grounds
for a priority rating, as too many people
in West Belfast suffer from this,

—Springhill strateg

[ BY JANE PLUNKETT |

A PUBLIC MEETING of residents of
West Belfast’s Springhill estate held
last Sunday, March 27th, has unanim-
ously rejected the Housing Executive’s
scaled-down refurbishing programme
for the estate.

The tenants’ association called the meet-
ing to enable residents to discuss the Hous-
ing Executive’s latest proposals, put forward
at an earlier meeting, on March 15th, bet-
ween Executive officials and tenants’ spokes-
persons led by Sinn Fein elected representat-
ive Gerry Adams.

At that meeting the Housing Executive
insisted that the full refurbishing scheme it
had originally announced could not go ahead
for financial reasons, but promised to make
the houses draught and weatherproof.

Officials also said that the £200,000
which the Housing Executive is prepared
to allot for central heating and refurbishing
ESpringhill could be 'used to install either

partial central heating in 100 of the 186

homes on the estate, or full central heat- [E 5 3

ing in only 26.

This miserable ‘choice’ was angrily reject-
ed by all 70 Springhill residents present at
last Sunday’s meeting to shouts of, “/t’s
all or nothing.”

OBLIGATION

The tenants agreed to take the Housing
Executive to court over its refusal to imple-
ment its original proposals. In addition, they
decided to file individual cases against the
Housing Executive at the small claims court,
on the grounds that the Executive had also
failed to fulfil its obligation to maintain the
houses in a state of good repair.

An action committee was also set up,
composed mainly of local women, to work
out a strategy for future protests.

Sinn Fein elected representative Gerry
Adams and housing spokesperson Sean
Keenan, who were present at the invitation
of the tenants’ association, pledged Sinm,
Fein’s support for the residents. Sinn Fein
is currently conducting a survey of housing
problems in the area.

they have refused.

DUNGANNON

This same stubborn attitude of
the Executive has been causing
rising frustration over the years
in Dungannon’s Ballygawley Road
estate, a few miles away from
Coalisland.

Here, out of the 250 houses,
around 30 have been blocked up
by the Executive, mainly in Brae-
side, as soon as the occupants
left. This had two main implicat-
jons: firstly, blocked-up houses
invariably downgrade the appear-
ance of the surrounding property;
and secondly, this action was
deliberately motivated on a purely
sectarian basis to prevent other
nationalist families waiting on Dup-
gannon’s long housing list from
moving into the estate.

In effect, the Executive are
primarily responsible for beginning
the general run-down of the Bally-
gawley Road estate, added to
further by their lack of mainten-
ance to the houses and a general
unwillingness to carry out the
most urgent repairs.

Francie Molloy and Owen Carron
MP have made some headway
though:

“From October to December
1982,” Molloy explains, “our Dun-
gannon Sinn Fein office received
164 repair requests out of which
119 were carried out by the Ex-
ecutive, but even as they were
completed, we were inundated with
just as many new complaints/!

“At the moment, we are press-
ing for an urgent meeting between
the residents and ourselves and
the DOE under-secretary David
Mitchell, as there has been ab-
solutely no effort made to up-
grade living standards in this
estate or provide other essential
amenities.” o

@®(Left to right) John, Donna Maria, Edna and Tommy McQuillan

Y planned
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IN RECENT weeks, prj

. . Pr
Portlaoise Prison hare s:er:-; fmT
arly complaining at court heari e
of a deterioratj i ot
s criorating situation in the

P-security jail which has included

sov:ne :saults on prisoners,
riday night, Portlaoi:
exploded into the t'hndllr:::,“v:wh'l:mt;::
ghooﬂng of a senior warder from the
l;’ll,“Br::n Stack, in Dublin. As we go to
5 remains i i
ety in a critical condition

The IRA, in a statement issued throu
::.D l;ilfh ':hpublim Publicity Bun::

ublin, has said il
e that it was not involved

Earlier the same day, two republican
prisoners appearing in the Dublin Special
Court, Gerry Tuite and John Gallagher,
warned that an ‘H-Block situation’ was
developing at the jail.

Maire de Barra of An Phoblacht/
Republican News has been talking to
Joe McHale from Straide, County Mayo,
w!,o was released from' Portlacise on
Friday, March 18th. He spoke about
conditions inside the jail and how they
have worsened recently.

‘“Over the years a kind of
myth has been built up about
Portlaoise that the conditions were
ideal, and it even went so far that
during the H-Block hunger-strike
the Free State government were
advocating a ‘Portlaoise-type solution’,
Our situation was far from ideal,
but because it was not quite as bad
as the H-Blocks at the time we did
not want to divert any attention
from the situation there.

“The prisoners in Portlaoise have al-
ways suffered bad conditions with ongoing
strip-searches, restricted education and exer-
cise facilities, and visiting conditions which
are extremely frustrating to both prisoners
and relatives alike.

“The visiting boxes are quite small and

@ Portlacise and (inset)

visitors are separated from the pris

by two sets of wire-mesh and a sheet of
perspex half-way up which means absolutely
no physical contact whatsoever.

“We recently had a very sad case inside
where a prisoner whose wife had a baby
after he was caught brought the baby in
for his first visit. The child was a year old
(since babies who wear nappies are not
allowed in) and its father saw it for a half
an hour. On the way home the baby was
killed in a car crash and the mother was
seriously injured.

“This meant that because of restrictions

on p. , this man had seen
his baby once, for only half an hour.

“Visiting conditions are most definitely
detrimental to marriages though. There
are some men inside who are going into
their tenth year and have not been able to
speak to their wives in private since then.”
(This is because a warder is always present,
recording details of every visit).

CELL-SEARCHES
“Prisoners are taken at random for
iI- hes and strip hi In recent
weeks there has been a marked escalation

recently released POW Joe McHale

in this type of activity.

“Three Screws and a garda come into
a cell in the morning, with their back-up
outside the door, and they go through
everything in the cell.

“The main emphasis is on the body-
search. If you're lying in bed and you have
clothes on they’ll pull you out of it and

“If the prisoner resists at all he gets
solitary confinement which means a com-
plete loss of all privileges and only one
hour’s exercise per day.

“Without any provocation whatsoever
from the prisoner, the Screws go about
beating them with batons and boots.

“Two senior warders recently super-
vised a very bad beating which was given
to some prisoners. The prisoner has no
hope of resisting since at least five or six
Screws per man are used for the beatings.

“After the warders said they found
explosives in the jail, everything was closed
down — the craft-shop, gym and library.

“Four or five hundred of them arrived
in with riot gear, power-hoses, the lot.
These had been drawn from all the other
prisons in the country.

“Men’s personal belongings were taken,
photographs and the like were smashed
up, and, as a result of this pmvocari_on,
there are now seven men in solitary confine-

ment.

“An incident happened a couple of
weeks ago involving a Screw and one of the
lads. Two more prisoners saw what was
happening and went to break it up. With
that 80 to 100 Screws arrived in riot gear.
They proceeded to baton everyone in sight.

“’Although the deputy-governor came in
and ordered them to stop, they completely
ignored him and carried on.

“In the last six months or so, discipline
amongst the warders has completely gone.
This is one of the biggest dangers to the
prisoners. They don’t bother to shave,
don’t wear their caps, no longer salute the
governor — they effectively do what they
like.

POOR FACILITIES

“No food parcels are allowed into
the jail at all and there is a limited
tuck shop. Prisoners need to supplement
the prison diet because what is served up
would not be sufficient to sustain a grown
man.

“The prisoners are allowed to do no
craftwork anymore — the woodwork and
leather shop are closed completely, and the
governor has said that while he remains
* in office it will never again be open.

“Education facilities are very poor.
At the moment, the men are allowed only
three books — one of which may be a dict-
ionary. But this is of no use to anyone who
is studying maths, languages and so on.

“The lads inside do not want to see the
situation escalating to the level of the recent
H-Block sit it But even the building

ask you to remove your clothes. All pris
naturally refuse to do so and then they set
upon you, dragging you to the floor or
spreading you across the bed and they tear
off your clothes. Five or six of them then
proceed to search all parts of your body.

itself is in such a state of bad repair that in
11 of the cells, buckets and basins have to
be used to collect the rain coming in through
the ceiling, and the plaster is

falling off walls with the dampness.

Vera Bannon
charged

the Donegal/Fermanagh border, in which a Ballyshannon
::‘rr::‘nc:r?af"dmd into the North by the RU(;, lllld was su'banuemly
harged with hi 1

an ion order, mali y another
f a firearm, had its sequel on Wednesday last,
re dropped and the woman, Vera Bannon,
h, in the leg.
F"m:,“ at a special court in Armagh,
on March 25th, the RUC tumed the
truth upside down and claimed that she
had been in the North when arrested
and that she was responsible for the
shot which hit Olive McGrath.
The latest decision, 1o drop Alh
f wounding and possession,
:::rw:\ad: by the Director of Public
Prosscutions who realised lh.IK these
charges would never stand up in A?nun.
Releasing Vera Bannon on bail of
£100, counsel for the defence assured
the judge that he had no doubt that his
client would return to answer the
charge of breaking an uclfulon order,
which she is strongly contesting.

SINN FEIN president Ruairi O Bradaigh is currently on an in-
tensive tour of Canada where, in meetings with the many supp-
P orters of the Irish struggle there, he is engaged in organisational
work as well as assessing the potential for future solidarity act-
ivity. and Alberto Gallegas, representing
Beginning his tour in Newfound- the Sandinista government of Nic-
land, Ruairi O Bradaigh met with aragua,
Irish cultural activists and with In Quebec city, as in all other
members of the Newfoundland fish- centres, O Bradaigh met with a
ermen’s union, discussing with number of Toronto Irish leaders as
them Sinn Fein’s fisheries and off- well as members of the Canadian
shore policy. : Labour Party, civil rights lawyers
In Nova Scotia, O Bradaigh att- and representatives of the Grenadan
ended lunch with Bishop Austin and lranian communities. At a
Burke of Yarmouth and with lead- showing of the film The Patriot
ers of the Eastern Canadian Micmac Game he spoke to an audience of
Indians. Oxfam Canada held a 300 people.
reception for both Ruairi O Bradaigh The tour continues.

woman and possession Of
when the two latter charges we
was released on bail. :
Under the terms of an exclusion
order, Vera Bannon is debarred from
entering the six counties and, there-
fore, when she brought  her children
o the St Patrick’s Day fair in Bell-.-k
she waited for them on the Donegal side
of the border, which surrounds the
mw:;' RUC man, who had been watch-
ing her throughout the afternoon, m

a usut:ldnn rugh towards Vera Bannon
and dragged her, with the aid of another
RUC man, from the South into the
North. As Vera Bannon struggled desper-
ately to release herself, one of the RUC
men discharged a shot which hit another
woman, Olive McGrath, of Kesh, County

©® RUAIRI O BRADAIGH
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.Mala poist...Mala poist.

Liam Mellows

A Chara,

Phil Flynn's' article in /ris
(No. 5) has surely given food
for thought to many republicans.

It shows clearly that Liam
Mellows was not only an out-
standing revolutionary, but was
also in his time a far-sighted
analyst of lIreland’s cultural, pol-

A Chara,

The Irish Freedom Move-
ment has political differences
with the Troops Out Move
ment (TOM) cument which
was the dominant force in the
s;:)ldurltv movement in the
70s.

We call for the immediate
withdrawal of British troops from
Irelend and for the Irish people to
determine their own future.
While TOM has often paid lip-
service to these demands, in
practice It has never campaigned
around them. It has always
preferred to campaign against
particular aspects of British rule —
internment,  torture,  prison
conditions, plastic bullets —
rather than challenge Britain's
right to rule directly.

TOM sometimes talks about
solf-determination but supports
calls for a British solution along
the lines proposed by the Labour
Party.

These differences can be
thrown into sharp contrast by
considering a recent statement by
Ken Livingstone. In an interview
in Soclalist Action (March 19th)
he appeals for unity between Sinn
Fein and the Workers' Party in
Ireland — together with the Irish
Labour Party.

Anti-imperialist supporters of
Sinn Fein would dismiss out of
hand any suggestion that they
should unite with the pro-
imperialist Workers’ Party. Why
should our response to calls for
unity with the pro-imperialist
Labour Party and its camp-

itical and

| em sure that Mellows,
Connolly or Pearse would not
forgive us if we, in our own time
and place, did not also analyse
the forces ranged against us.
Even those great revolutionaries
could not have forseen the
massive advancement of capital-
ism today.

Reappraisal now, of repub-
lican dogma, could mean more
than just ideological purity — it
might mean our very survival
as a race. 3

| believe it is time to explain,
in detail, the class nature of our
struggle. There can be no com-
promise between capital and
labour.

It is not our responsibility
if the petty bourgeoisie oscill-
ate between the two whenever
the economic wind blows cold.
Don‘t forget the birth-right of
Fianna Fail, we must not let
the likes ever happen again. We
must speak clearly on behalf
of, ‘the men of no property’.

There can be no place for the
bourgeois socialism of the estab-
lishment trade unions, and the
liberal socialsm of reformers
only gives succour to capitalism.

We have now entered the era
of high technology which will
bring in its wake progressively

be any different?

Whatever our differences with
TOM and other Irish solidarity
groups in Britain, we have always
been prepared to unite with them
in action in solidarity with the
struggle in Ireland.

The demands for ‘a complete
British withdrawal’, and ‘self-
determination’ and ‘repatriation
of Irish political prisoners’, in-
dicated by Michael Doherty in
AP/RN (March 10th), are for us
an acceptable basis for demon-
strations, protests, pickets, etc.

Indeed, it is on this basis that
we are co-operating with Sinn
Fein (Britain) in the forthcoming
May commemoration of the
deaths of Bobby Sands and other
hunger-strikers. Now, in oppos-
ition to this demonstration, TOM
and others in the Labour Party
circle have called their own march
around much more limited de-
mands which amount to support-
ing, not the liberation struggle,
but a new British solution.

How can we unite with sucha
cynical betrayal of the cause of
Irish freedom?

Irish

GALL TO UNITE

|5

@ Concerted action is needed from support groups to buil

for

withdrawal of British troops and imperialism from Ireland

or otherwise of the various groups
involved in solidarity work, we
have noted with interest the rec-
ent correspondence in AP/RN re-
garding the state of the Irish sol-
idarity movement in Britain.

It cannot be denled that it is
the political duty of socialists to
support the right of nations to
self-determination and freedom
from foreign oppression, this
stance been taken not only in res-
ponse to the undoubted atrocit-
ies carried out by the agents of
imperialism, but also, most cruc-
ially, from the standpoint that the
defeat of imperialism is a pre-
condition for the liberation of the
working class, and hence in con-
tradiction to the interests of Brit-
ish imperialism.

It is obvious that British work-
ers suffering from the current cris-

London.

Dear Comrades,

is of are in a totally
different position to the peoples
of two-thirds of the world suffer-
ing from the ravages of imperialist

gh e not
to any national organisation or
olf- {aimed i

higher levels of ploy o
It is wishful thinking to believe
that full employment can once
again be attained in the Western
world.

The only labour-intensive in-
dustry which will boom again
will be the armaments industry.
The forces of capitalism will
once again prepare for war,
Because ever-diminishing markets
and over-production are creating
discord in the market place,
capitalism has now reached crisis
point.

In the past, war was used t0
solve such a crisis, It will be
used again, and the ranks of the
unemployed will once more be
sacrificed to the ultimate solution.

If we were to achieve ‘political’
freedom tomorrow, we would
still be an integral part of capit-

ism and therefore be wlner-
sble to all its war-like dictates.

Republican ideology has been
interpreted, falsely | believe,
as some ‘doctrine’ in between
capitalism and totalitarianism.
That doesn‘t mean anything to
me. Certainly our final accom-
plishments must be made in a
truly Irish context but can they
be any less than absolute control
by the proletariat? Even then

y par-
ty, and therefore have no vest-
ed interest in extolling the virtues

and it could be
argued that the British working

ers of the six counties, who derive
a degree of economic benefit over
the Catholic working class, and
ideological benefit based on rac-
ism), and thus have an interest in
supporting the British state.

Therefore, when the call is
made for a broad-based front to
oppose the British imperialist oc-
cupation of the six counties, a
number of important factors
should be considered.

Assuming that the primary
reason for a broad-based camp-
aign is to draw in as many vag-
uely sympathetic strands as poss-
ible, we also have to assume that
the basis of such an organistion
is the existence of such strands,
which at present do not exist on
a mass scale. This was apparent
from the state of the solidarity
movement during the hunger-
strikes, when even the moral/
liberal ‘Charter ‘80° and the
‘Don’t Let the lIrish Prisoners
Die’ campaigns failed to mobilise
any - significant support, whilst
attacking attempts to bulld any

class are g |
from British Imperialism (as to a
lesser extent do the loyalist work-

political to imperial-
ist policies.
It Is clear that a campaign

based on ‘moral’ jssues s not
going to defeat Imperialism.

The call for unity Is et best
@ call for @ small number of In-
dividuals and tiny organisations to
work together, and st worst 8
forlorn call for the realities of
British “left’ politics to be Ignor-
ed.

The material conditions for
revolution are far from ripe In
Britain, and the strength of imper-
ialist ideclogy is such that many
working class people do not even
perceive their own class oppress-
jon, or if they do they cannot
connect it with the economic sys-
tem which is the besis of that
oppression.

To make up for this deficien-
cy of class consciousness, the
‘glorious traditions’ of the British
working class (forgetting for the
moment racism, royalism, pro-

imperialism, etc.), the ‘broad
labour movement’, the Labour
Party (we Labour, they Party),
and ‘the most oppressed sections
of the working class’ are portray-
ed as heralds of the awakening
revolutionary consciousness of
Britain. Let us not forget that the
Labour Party is not yet finished,
it still has many chances to once
again bolster up imperialism and
dupe the workers.

The ‘glorious traditions of the
working class’ and the broad lab-
our movement are not causing
the capitalists any loss of sleep,
and that struggle of ‘the most
oppressed sections of the work-
ing class’ appears at present to be
confined to the middle class
trying to stop US Imperialism
with tents and nappies.

It is patently obvious that the
real revolutionary struggle is
taking place in Ireland. This pol-
itical struggle demands political
action.

Moral liberalism in Britain will
never even scratch the surface of
imperialist ideology, and it has to
be said that we have much to
learn from the lIrish people, al-
though the national chauvinism of
the British left frequently milit-
ates against a recognition of this
fact.

From the Civil Rights move-
ment of the ‘60s to the present

s thould be sddrmed 10° The
e |, Betant, v 48 Parnell
- Letters should be
. m pambie, prefersbly
4 papee only. Name and

experiences which she has relatad
to us might help save some young
persons from sniffing glue and
ruining their lives.

For a long time she had been
fooled when her son complained
at various times of nausea,
headaches, suffered from nose
bleeds for no apparent reas-
on, and developed a poor colour,
etc., believing that he needed a
tonic, was allergic to something or
other or was suffering from some
minor adolescent anxiety.

Glue-sniffing as a causs was
the furthest thing from her mind.

Her son has subsequently
been involved in acts of vandalism
and has committed a number of
antisocial activities whilst under
the influence of the glue vapour,
and finally she had to seek
medical help for him from the
local hospital.

Sinn  Fein in the greater
Downpatrick area have received
an increasing number of com-
plaints from irate parents and
youths about the harassing act-
ivities of the RUC who are
operating an illegal (even by their
own laws) stop-search-screen pol-
icy completely at random whilst
ostensibly looking for ' glue-
sniffers.

On behalf of the anxious and
concerned parents who have
approached . us over these past
weeks, we in the Leo O’Hanlon
Sinn Fein cumann now launch
this dual appeal:

Firstly, we advise parents to
watch out for any of the tell-tale
signs of glue-sniffing.

Secondly, we appeal to all
not to sell glue,

day, the in
Britain, whilt not a mass move-
ment, has carried out consistent
work — the most principled and
consistent group being Sinn Fein
(Britain).

As Sinn Fein (Britain) is the
only group with a long-term per-
spective on solidarity work, and
with the knowledge and authority
to speak on behalf of those engag-
ed in the national liberation
struggle, it cannot surely be the
task of Sinn Fein to accommod-
ate itself to the activities and sec-
tarian politics of the British left.

Unity is not the only thing
lacking in Britain — polemical
struggles and principles are also in
short supply.

J. Harte,

Irish Solidarity Group,

Nottingham.

puncture-repair outfits, plastic
bags, etc., to any boy or girl
under 20 years of age.

Remember, glue-sniffing is not
only dangerous, it can also be
fatal, as can be seen from the
recent tragic death of a young lad
in Cork city after sniffing a
solvent.

If you require any additional
information or help then please
contact any member of Sinn Fein
in Downpatrick.

PRO,

Leo O’Hanlon Sinn Fein
cumann,

Downpatrick

County Down.

we will have to struggle hard to
eradicate existing class divisions.

Can we be successful revol-
utionaries If, for example, we
do not recognise and destroy
the exploitation of women? To-
day a stigma is attached to the
unemployed. Both women and the
unemployed must be given the
respect of revolutionary equality
and educated to acknowledge
and use the immenss power of
their class. That must be our
base.

We will win the political/
armed struggle, but it will benefit
us nothing if we do not( coin-
cidentally win the economic war
against capitalism.

Mellows said as much, and if
he and his comrades were alive
today | believe they would have
said much more.

| can only hope that in the
very near future the pages of
AP/RN will take up where they
left off.

Brien Keenan,

Leicester Prison,

England.

Bobby Sands
6554y

A Chara,

The Bobby Sands Comm-
emoration School Prize Essay
committee wish to announce
that the final date for receipt of
entries has been extended to April
22nd. This has been done at the

request of teachers, parents and
entrants, to enable entrants to
utilise the Easter holiday period
to complete their essays.

The essays may now be from
2,000 words upwards and should
deal with the contribution of any
person to the ideal ‘The Spirit of
Irish Freedom'’. Historical or con-
temporary persons from the soc-
ial, political, cultural, economic
or scientific fields may be chosen,
Their contributions may be view-
ed as positive or negative.

The essays shall be judged by a
panel of literary and cultural fig-
ures — Professor Seamus Deane,
Professor John Flannery (San
Antonlo, USA), Tomas MacAnna,
Ulick O* Connor, Daithi O hOgain
and Risteard de Roiste.

The competition is being held
to commemorate Bobby Sands
and his nine comrades who died
on hunger-strike in Long Kesh
Prison. This competition shall be
held annually. All young Irish
people and those of Irish descent,
between 13 and 16 years of age,
are eligible to enter the compet-

ition.

Entry forms and further
information may be obtained
from the undersigned.

Jim Monaghan,

PRO,

Bobby Sands Commemorat-

ion Scho8) Prize Essay,

67 Arnold Grove,

Glenageary,

County Dublin,

Telephone 01-855189.

Fianna
history

A Chara,

| am at present researching
a history of Na Fianna Eireann,
the republican scouting organ-
isation, since its foundation in
1909 by Countess Markievicz.

If any of your readers who
were members of Na Fianna
Eireann during the past 70
years have information about

Glue-sniffing

A Chara,

The Leo O'Hanlon Sinn Fein
cumenn in Downpatrick have
expressed serious concern at the
growing incidences of glue-
sniffing in the town and the acc-
ompanying problems that this is
creating.

One exasperated  mother
whose son has become addicted
1o this resinous poison has
approached her local cumann

in the eamest hope that the

the , or have man-
uscripts, documents, newspaper
cuttings, books, photographs,
pamphlets, etc., would contact
me at the address below, | would
be most grateful. All material
lent will be acknowledged and
promptly returned after they have
been copied.

Any information, sources, and
material about Na Fianna Eireann
in Ireland, Britain and America
will be very much appreciated.

Patrick A. McGlynn,

27 Q’Connell Avenue,

Berkeley Road,

Dublin 7.
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day’s work

excessive dampness. We are dealing
with one case where a semi-invalid
Iman and his invalid wife are paying
enormous heating costs and water
/s still running down their walls.”

In the Ardowen estate in Cralgr
avon, which is gas-heated, Jim is
campaigning with the tenants’ ass-
ociation to have solid fuel heating
installed also, but amazingly, at a
meeting six weeks ago at which
McAllister was present, tenants list-
ened to the unrealistic bleatings of
Workers” Party councillor. Tom
French, the DUP, and Official Un-
ionist councillors press the tenants
to reflect on the long-term benefits
they would reap from Kinsale gas!

CUT-BACK

In dealings with the Housing Ex-
ecutive McAllister stressed the
need for people to remember:

“The Housing Executive is just
another extension of the British
government. Its prime role, rather
than looking after the interests and
well-being of its tenants, is to keep
the overall housing situation look-
ing as sweet as they can on the sur-
face and to cut back spending-
money on nationalist estates to the
minimum.”

Through persistence, McAllister
has had successes in resolving sev-
eral contentious areas involving

i ts on mail re-
pairs and extension grants and in :
practically every case, he points
out, people very often are fobbed
off too easily by the system’s bur-
eaucratic nature,

Other areas of his work concern
pressurising the Department of the
Environment to carry out repairs
on a large proportion of side-roads
in the South Armagh area and also
the inadequacy, and often the
absence of, street lighting in the
Clady, Grainmore and Ballymacnab
areas which lie between Armagh
and Newtownhamilton.

DUMPING

McAllister has also succeeded in
getting an assurance from the
Newry and Mourne District Council
to take more stringent control in
dumping waste material at the Cull-
oville Road dump outside Cross-
maglen which has been responsible
for blocking up drainage systems in
surrounding fields owned by
nationalist farmers and has often
caused flooding of their land.

Also, following several meetings
with the head postmaster and a pet-
ition from local people, McAllister
has received confirmation that post
office facilities will be restored in
Jonesborough, provided suitable
premises and applicants are obtain-
ed. The Jonesborough post office :
has been closed for months follow-
ing a spate of robberies which
meant that local people had to trav-
el three miles to the nearest post
office in Drumantee,

Jim McAllister's amiable and
practical personality, but above all

DI

All i

8Y MAEVEARMSrnoNG

JIM McALLISTER elect-
ed Sinn Fein representat.
ive for Armagh in last
October’s assembly elect-
ion with 5,182 first pref-
erence votes, spoke to
Maeve Armstrong of
An Phoblacht/Republican
News last week about the
level and extent of his
constituency work in an
area which he describes
as being seriously neglect-
ed by govemment auth-
orities and institutions,

Sitting in his Camlough off-
ice, Jim McAllister was en-
grossed in typing a stencil for
the local news-sheetAn Feinisc
— albeit with two fingers —
which is distributed weekly in
Newry and South Armagh.
The telephone rang incessantly
from a corner of the tiny
room while, adding to the
atmosphere of organised con-
fu_slon a steady flow of con-
stituents trudged in and out
seeking McAllister’s advice.

My first misgivings about the
Camlough office’s effici were,
however, completely cast asnde as
McAIllmr's easy-going manner and
professionalism in handling the
complaints made it quite evident
that he was in full control of the
situation. .

The Camlough offices, first
opened during the hunger-strike,
quickly became the main organisat-
ional centre of activity in the South
Armagh area, primarily because it
was also the home town of hunger-
striker Raymond McCreesh. Steep-
ed in a long tradition of republican-
ism, the people of Camlough work-
ed vigorously for Jim McAllister
during his election campaign and
now the Camlough office is his
main base for co-ordinating his con-
stituency work, opening six days a
week from 11am to 5pm, and is
staffed by one full-time worker and
a team of part-timers.

In the County Armagh area, he
regularly keeps in touch with the
Newry office in Francis Street and
the longer established Lurgan
centre in North Street. Both centres
are staffed by expenenced full-time
personnel and are open six days a
week, dealing with a wide range of
somal economic and housing prob-
lems.

\\\\\Q&\\%\\\\\\\\\\\\\%&\&k

PROGRESS

An indication of the progress
since Sinn, Fein’s electoral success
in the October election can be gaug-
ed by the need for Sinn Fein to es-
tablish clinics in areas where in the
past the nationalist people had no
means to voice their dlsser\su:mI S = g 3
other than through constitutional — < o ares where Jim McAllister deals with of = his now widely-known reputation
politicians whom they had, by and .,:.f,",'.";ﬁ',.';:.?:m Samboush e as a tireless worker, has attracted
large, lost faith in. ints themselves and the actual been threatened by the RUC in both in South Armagh and North people from all political and relig-

Another constituency clinic Wil B IS e oms involved in trav- Gough Barracks who held up a bull- - Armagh, around Lurgan, Craigavon,  10US Persuasions to seek out his ad-
shortly be opening in Armah sux,s; Ion‘; distances to his constit- et and said it was “marked” for and Portadown, is that the major- V'°®-

city, while on Saturdays Jim Mc- raphical him. ity of nationalist estates are still tn line with his character, Jim Mc,
uents because of the geograp Allister modestly sums up:

i Allister is available in Crossmaglen, ’ re made f iries being heated by electricity or gas

3 this border area, a The largest category of enquiries n 5 y g e =\ |

his home town. In any normal w s‘l)lre‘:: :wm frustratingly awkward  McAllister deals with is in the area which the tenants simply cannot ‘Sinn Fein is working for tl'{e
. afford. We are campaigning along- people on day-to-day problems in

the Camlough office receives on by being deliberately stopped and of housing.

average between 60 and 70 enquir- riods by the & 5 side the residents to have the solid @ WaY in which no other party has
ies and complaints, a minimum of gﬁ::sr;ladart:; '::g QBUC. Jim Mo mrﬂ?’?ﬂ:;ﬁﬂ;y;z:]’i’;‘g’;g’“ fuel heating system installed. e",e;’ d,’;’f’e' “,"kd m./w'l,ll Qoo
12 does not in- t = 2 = with this work. ile the existing
clud‘:e;\edeat\:n;ngr :;I: stream of en-  Allister deals wlthbr;lﬂ"VI:z;“vsle"‘::: 4 transfers, and newly-married coup- “In parts of Craigavon and Lur- system remains imposed on us we

cases, and while being les looking for a home,” explains gan, in the Thomleigh estate, there  will milk it for all we can, but this

i qui which he h /e /
90‘;::\u::ot;|:e":ﬂsy dr:‘s)::;ses as being by A'Ggf‘lx‘ ]g‘ ynei\:‘;:h:"%:éo‘:'ﬂw Jim. ls'an qulz?#eo:{s snuationhwhere :.7; does m:; ;rap ;1shfmm using every
“all in a day’s work.” man d how he had  “One fail bl eating system has cau: means to demolish i
d describe
The varied office an:

ture of the com-
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I:Ililll’s playf?

BY SIOBHAN O'MALLEY ]

children’s programme ran for a number of years. Its orig-
inal format was copied by both ITV and RTE, and by its
, BBC successor Saturday Superstore.

None of the attempted
copies manage to get anywhers
near Swapshop’s standard. It
held the interest of kids from 6
to 16 with a fast-moving, casual,
but impressively professional
style that did not talk down to
its audience.

Saturday Superstore on BBC
has most of the original prog-
ramme's team with the addition

its similarities to the original, it
falls flat.

ITV's Saturday offering Is
The Saturday Show, presented
by Isla St Clai determinedly
‘sparkling’ woman who made
her name as straight woman for
Larry Grayson's Innuendoes on
The Generation Game.

She hauls around the bewild-
ered children who are unfortun-
ate enough to be picked to app-
ar with barely-concealed irrit-
ation. The ‘stars’ are all adults
and the children are encourag-
ed, as in adult quiz shows and
the like, to make fools of them-
selves.

In one aspect, RTE, for
once, do better than their Brit-
ish counterparts. Anything Goes
on Saturday mornings does have
a lot of children participating In
the show.

ASSUMPTIONS

But it is how the three prog-
remmes approach the children
in the studio and at home that s
most disturbing.

The assumptions they make,
the attitudes they transfer to
children’s minds, the alien values
and culture picked up from BBC
and ITV, and the straight in-
sulting treatment of both child
participants and viewers, all add
up to a dsmaging package which
should be taken a lot more ser-
lously than the so obvious fail-
ure in professional presentation.

Some recent line-ups on the
programmes speak for them-
sslves,

Main items on the BBC show
were a visit to the National
Youth Orchestra, model-making,
and computer chess. Thess are
things that middle<lass adults

think kids should be intgrested
in, but the kids don’t seem to

0.

RTE sometimes make &
token gesture in the direction of
8 seperste culture by the
touch of Irish music or dancing
on its Saturday moming show.
But it feels much more at eass
concentrating on eping the Brit-
ish models.

It too concentrates on activ-
ities that are almost exclusively
the preserve of the middle class-
es — pony riding, playing harps
and celloes and going to the
‘Young Scientist Exhibition.

In their ‘Make and Do’ slot,
children are shown how
‘wrap up presents nicely’ and
make pop-com.

The woman making the pop-
comn set the stove on fire. Not
one of the watching children in
the studio laughed. The nice,
well-bred children, who get in-
vited into television studios,
don't laugh at adults who make
mistakes.

PATRONISING

Glaringly absent from all
these shows Is a genuine Inter-
est in children.

The patronising attitude is
typified by Mike Read on BBC
who takes phone-calls from kids
and doesn’t bother to answer
intelligently.

“What would you be if you
weren‘t on TV, Mike?”

“I'd be a spaceman,” says
Read, who doesn’t for a mom-
ent think that a kid might just
like a straight answer.

Isla St Clair is even more in-

@®RTE, In Anythlng Go-, for once do better |t-| their Brhhh eoumnu

sulting to the children’s intell-
igence. She asks a nervous little
girl what her hobbies are and
then cuts her off in mid-sentence
to give way to the next adult
‘star’.

The RTE team of pressnters
are, if anything, even more
insidious in their attitudes.

Here it is assumed that every
child lives at home with Mammy
and Daddy. Every child is heal-
thy, well looked after and able
to afford the latest toys and
clothes.

If mental or physical handi-
cap is mentioned, it is in the
context of the child viewers rais-
ing money for guidedogs or
coaches for those shadowy un-
real children who are not seen

.end never spoken to via the

screen.

REGULAR

In spite of their failings,
children do of course watch
these programmes. One teacher
in a Ballymun primary school
says that the 10-year-oldsin her
class all report regular viewing
of Saturday moming prog-
rammes, though only those with
no choice but RTE watch Any-
thing Goes.

The message being fed to
these children gives rise to aspir-
ations to a life-style that most
can never achieve.

Apart from live appearances
on the show, participation is by
way of phone-ins, which ex-

cludes all children without a
phone in the house.

The concentration on expen-
sive computer and video games
not only cuts the poorer child-
ren off from these parts of the
programme but emphasises the
future lack of educational opp-
ortunities in electronics and
computers.

The sporting activities that
require expensive equipment
also highlights the gulf between
rich and poor.

These programmes all tend
to reinforce that widening gulf
and inevitably poorer children
are given @ debilitating image
of themseives that is worth-
less, that without these mater-
ial possessions they are nobodies.

Boland’s lament

THIS slim book The Rise and Decline of Fianna Fail is
already a bestseller. Much of the interest in it follows
from the success of Boland’s previous work Up Dev and
the inevitable attraction of a title which deals with the
state of the largest party in the Free State, a party which
has led the mass of nationalist opinion since 1926,

Unlike Neil Blaney, Kevin
Boland suffered badly from the
1970 Arms Crisls. His attempts
to promote a constitutional
but more nationalist allarnltlva

this book succeeds more clearly
as a critique of the party which,
up until 1970, was Kevin
Boland’s life.

The book is not, however,

to Fianna Fail through
Eireann failed very pointedly.
Lacking any nationalist con-
stituency to provide him with a
platform, Boland has carried on
his campaign against the per-
fidy of the ‘Republican Party’

an analysis of collab
ation by Fianna Fail with
British policy. Nor is it espec-
ially useful as an historical rec-
ord.

Its relevance IIu in it being
an extended and extremely bitter
of Fianna Fail

through the
and publication

By comparison with the
rambling style of Up Dev

policy since 1951, but with the
real venom being kept for
comment on events since. 1969.

BOOH

Although_many might like a
deeper analysis of Boland's own
role in Fianna Fail at that
time.

CAREERISM

Boland’s commentary s
correct and justified as far as
it goes, however.

In his attacks on vested
financial interests and on career-
ism within the parliamentary
party, he is unbridled.

Like many genuine bourgeois
nationalists he displays the
ambivalance  typical of the
Flanna Fail grass-roots, most
notably in relation to the actions
of the IRA and in sympathy
towards the hunger-strikers.

He extols the golden past
of populist Fianna Fail ideology
and certainly articulates the
feelings of those still within
Fianna Fail who support Charles
Haughey in the hope of a new
republican dawn.

Unlike these soul brothers
and sisters, Boland sees no

O e e

Trial |ly Jury

BYEDDIESTACK

J. EDGAR Hoover, the late
FBI chief, once remarked:

“Justice is incidental to
law and order.”

For many people in the ‘free’
world, trial by jury represents
the cornerstone of their ‘free’
society. The state should not
interfere in the last refuge of a
free man — the courtroom.

For these same people, the
North is bracketted to one side,
rather like the Scilly Isles on a
geography map. So, being diff-
icult, the coercive role of the
state is acceptable and defend-
ants brought before Diplock or
Green Street courts are allow-
ed to face not a court of just-
ice, but a court of law.

In the United States of
America, however, no govern-
ment is good government, Such
visible coercion would be toler-
able in the land of Daniel
Boone. Here the machinery of
] s laid bare to the genius
of private enterprise and \ e law
of the jungle rules supreme,

Money talks fluently in all
languages and the only thing
that counts is to win. Lawyers
are the new bounty-hunters,
commanding fees beyond the
arithmetic of ordinary mortals.
They forage in an America that
does not tolerate ‘losers’.

To be poor in Ireland |s
unfortunate, in America it is a
crime. This concept is ably
demonstrated in the court of
law.

Whilst in Ireland privilege
is maintained by the state, in
America privilege buys itself
out of trouble.

GOOD GUYS

This theme is touched on
in-the new Paul Newman film
The Verdict, and it would In
itself make for an interesting
film were it not treated with
crushing naivety by a Holly-
wood out to reassure its aud-
ience that the good guys win
in the end.

Frank Galvin (Paul New-
man) is the underdog lawyer

offered a last shot at self-
redemption after years of booze
and bad breaks.

In taking up a case of hos-
pital malpractice and fighting
for a girl suffering from irrepar-
able brain damage after being
given the wrong anaesthetic, he
must fight an uphill battle
against a team of crack lawyers
backed by unlimited resources.

Between them sits the jury,
proving the dictum that it is
composed of 12 people of aver-
age income.

The film contends that the
court of law offers not justice,
but the chance of justice. It
seeks to show that there are no
rights and wrongs, no longer
‘sides’ but just relative interests.
Truth is cloaked by convenience,
and institutions (in-this case a
Catholic hospital) are dehuman-
ised in order to protect their
‘good name’.

ROBIN HOOD

Having stated its case, as it
were, this film runs away from
all logical conclusions. Frank
Galvin is ‘good’, the defence
‘bad’, and as the film progresses
Galvin strides up and down the
court like Robin Hood without

certain future in this hope.
He believes that the party is so
corrupt that it will take a
major and  unlikely upheaval
to make that organisation lead
nationalist opinion in the
twenty<ix counties against the
British, He does not go to the
obvious conclusion of advocat-
ing support for the Republican
Movement.

Boland lashes out at the
‘change’ in. Fianna Fail while
failing to note that the seeds
of the growth he abhors lie in
de Valera's advocacy of a
capitalist, rather than a revol-
utionary, project of development
for the Free State.

The gradually Intensifying
betrayal of nationalist aspirat-
ions by the party he served,
rests on the Free State’s un-
impeded integration into the
world capitalist system.

SOCIALISM
Bourgeols nationalism, which

@ Paul Newman (right) as Frank Galvin, the underdog lawyer offered a chance st -"v"‘""“"lon L
in yet another slice of Hollywood treacle A

The film ultimately  caves
into marshmallow and the end-
ing is so obvious that the view-
er will only be on the edge of
his seat if he has someone push-
ing him from behind.

The Verdict thus, in a sober

SR

rejects non-capitalist patterns of
development for fear of social-
ism will decay, not for the
moral reasons which Boland
identifies, but because of its
eeconomic alliance with imperial-
ism.

Boland does not discern the
subtle but inexorable operation
of capitalism on the actions
of the Fianna Fail oligarchy.
His outlook is therefore lim-
ited.

But, Importantly, he does
represent a strand of Free
State opinion which opposes
the cruelty , of the British
occupation and the sordid nature
of Dublin’s collaboration with
the maintenance of partition.

In this book, Boland puts
it up to the Fianna Fail rank
and file, and their idol.

The potency of his view
depends greatly on the ability
of republicans to exploit the
contradictions within Fianna
Fail which he exposes.

guise, is just another slice of
Hollywood treacle.

The courtroom melodrama
has made Hollywood a lot of
money over the years and this
film has all the ingredients of
the formull

American audiences must
still be in need of this celluloid
oplum which, while hiding
under the veneer of reality,
leads them by the nose up an:
other threadbare yellowbrick
road.




GERRY_ FITT may have to suffer the
humiliation of standing in the West Bel-
fast constituency at the next Westmins-
ter election after all.

In order to qualify for severance -
to £14,500 — an MP must stand anzaze d:ffszz
ed in an election. If he doesn‘t stand, he gets
nothin% e
No doubt the disgraced former S|
will be hoping his British friends wil?:-:n:::?v:
spare him this final trial and come up with
some kind of compensatory reward for his
: years of faithful service.

Will he really face the ultimate ridicule and
accept a peerage?

* % %

Meunw.hib, strong rumour in the West Bel-
fast constituency has it that the Alliance Party
Il not be putting up a candidate for West-
minster. 3

Instead it is believed that Alliance will be
urging its voters to vote instead for the SDLP.
: in the hope of closing the gap somewhat on

: Gerry Adams. :
* X K

The Catholic Church is also stepping up its
campaign of ' attempting to undermine Sinn
Fein in Belfast,

Appalled at the effectiveness of Sinn Fein's
expanding housing and social services depart-
ments in the city, Bishop Daly has ordered that
one priest in every parish is to get involved
immediately in social work and housing prob-
lems.

Good to see that Christianity is being put
into practice anyway — even if it is for purely

political reasons.
* %

Fine Gael’s FitzGerald has strong views on
the North and on the SDLP. -

According to him, the majority'of people in
the twenty-six counties do not want a united
Ireland, and the SDLP, since deciding to ab-
stain from the assembly, has become ‘the poor
man’s Sinn Fein’ and should not be helped out
with forums and the like but told to get back

Killed in action

BY PETER O'ROURKE

Tipperary.

into Stonnot.
Not Garret FitzGerald talking this ti
2 g this time, but
his brother, Fergus, addressing the Bray Fine
Gael AGM earlier this month,

*

8 Garret FitzGerald himself, worn out appeal-
ing for us all to tighten our belts, accept spend-
mg.u.lss ar!d suffer hardship for the sake of ‘the
nation’, will be having a well-eamed rest over
Easter.

Last Friday, he and the wife flew out to
sunny Spa.ln for a fortnight's holiday.

It's alright for you unemployed layabouts
for whom every day is a holiday, but poor
§arret hasn’t had a proper break since he was
in the Canary Islands three months ago.

Be fair now.

* % %

Before they went, both Garret and Joan

FitzGerald directed their attention to Sligo,
where their interest has led to the postpone-
ment of a county council plan to create a dump
not far from an ancient archaeological site of
a megalithic cemetery.

The Free State premier’s wife intervened
personally to stop the dump going ahead.

Instead there is to be an examination of the
possibility of extending the present dump at
Finiskin,

That is only right on the doorstep of several
houses whose residents have been plagued with
stinks, flies, rats and seagulls for the last num-

ber of years.
* K KX
Giving a lengthy interview on the PA‘YE/
PRSI protests on RTE News on Monday night
the ATGWU leader, Matt Merrigan, displayed a
very noticeable Easter Lily pinned to the lapel
of his coat.

ded to
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BALLAD SESSION
Featuring the Jolly Beggarmen,
Gerry Crilly & Gene Anderson

Bpm Thursdey 31st March
The Carolsn Aooms
The Embankment
TALLAGHT
County Dublin
Admission £2

EASTER CEILI
9pm 1o 1am Sunday 3rd April
The

County Kerry
Admission £2

BUFFET & SOCIAL
Featuring Noel & the Wagonmasters
Sunday 3rd April
The Richmond Inn
CLONDRA
County Longford
Bar extension
Admission £2.50
Organised by Sinn Fein

REUNION SOCIAL
Featuring Shebeen
Tuesday Sth April

James Saunders Memorial Hall
Ardoyne
BELFAST
Admission £1
Admission by ticket only

Surely Section 31 must now be
cover this subtle subversive propaganda?

But what a shaker for Section 31 the foll-
owing night on RTE’s Today Tonight prog-
ramme.

Stating his views on the clash between Leit-
rim small farmers and a profit-seeking afforest-
ation company was none other than the Sinn
Fein spokesperson on agriculture, Joe Gallogly.

FACLs?!? Are
you crazy 7! we wanta
WIDGERY

PETER O’Neill Crowley, the son
of a prosperous farmer, was born
at Ballymacoda, County Cork, in
1832,

When the Fenian movement. was
inched in County Cork, he was one
the first to join. A very popular man,
had great influence with the local
ple, he became head-centre of the
ymacoda IRB circle, which number-
“bout a hundred members.
March 1867, a party of Fenians
Crowley’s command raided the
Uckadoon coastguard station, some
miles from Youghal, imprisoned
coastguards and captured their

DISPERSED
learning of the failure pf the
¢! nising throughout the country,
"¢y dispersed his men, while he,
B ‘-‘c(llure and Edward Kelly re-
¢ o Kilclooney Wood in County

There, on. the last day of March
1867, the last action of the Fenian
Rising was fought.

The three were surprised by a large
force of military but refused to surrender.
After a fierce fight, which lasted some
hours, Crowley was killed, having been
hit by several bullets. -

McClure and Kelly were captured
and spent many Yyears in prison but
were finally pardoned.

GENERATION

Crowley’s funeral in Ballymacoda
was one of the largest seen in County
Cork for more than 8 generation.

“Peter O'Neill Crowley,” wrote John
Devoy in his Recollections, “was one of
the best men in the Fenian movement,
and Ireland never gave birth to a truer
or more devoted son. His devotion to
the cause of Irish liberty was sublime

is courage dauntless.”
mdP’:’lsr Om'lill Crowley was killed S
in action on March 31st 1867.

® |RB leaders are captured following police raids

——

BALLAD SESSION
Featuring Brimmer
9pm Friday 8th April
The Hunter’s Moon
ASHBOURNE
County Meath
Admission £1
Organised by Sinn Fein

CEILI & OLD TYME NIGHT
Featuring The O’Hagan Family
. 9pm Friday 8th April
Magherahoney Hall
MAGHERAHONEY
County Antrim
Admission £1
Organised by the North Antrim
Green Cross Committee

BUFFET & SOCIAL
Featuring Hugo Duncan &
The Ramblers
Friday 8th April
The Melvin Hotel
KINLOUGH
County Leitrim
Bar extension
Admission £2.50
Organised by Sinn Fein
BENEFIT CONCERT
Featuring Christy Moore,
The Keenan Family, The Tinker’s
Wedding & Children’s Theatre
3pm Sunday 10th April
The Dominican Convent
Ballyfermot
DUBLIN
Organised by the Committee for the
Rights of Travellers

WHY LABOUR NEEDS TO SPEAK TO
SINN FEIN
PUBLIC MEETING
-7.30pm Thursday 14th April
Trade Union & Community Centre
Brabant Road
(off Station Road)
-LONDON N22
Speakers: Steve Bundred (GLC councill-
or who recently met Sinn Fein in Belfast)
& Steve Bell (LCI)
Organised by the Labour Committee
on |reland

CONNAUGHT SINN FEIN
EDUCATION SEMINAR
The Role of Officers in Sinn Fein
1.30 to 6pm Sunday 17th April
The Village Inn
STROKESTOWN
County Roscommon
All combairli ceantair & cumainn
officers to attend

(on his release from Portlaoise Prison)

WELCOME HOME SOCIAL
FOR JOE McHALE

Friday 22nd April
The Welcome Inn Hotel
CASTLEBAR
County Mayo
Admission £5

HUNGER-STRIKE
COMMEMORATION
(2nd anniversary)
2pm Sunday 1st May
Sparkhill
BIRMINGHAM
Organised by Sinn Fein (Britain)

CENTENARY COMMEMORATION

SEAN MacDIARMADA

Sunday 15th May
Kiltyclogher
County Leitrim




(Portlacise). Best wishes
John. From your loving
brothers and sisters, Dun-

BELL, John,
for v,

mother,
gannon.
BELL, John. (Portisolse). Happy Easter
to you, Dinser. From Kathleen, Gerry

nephew John, Dun,mnon and
u-mn.. Robble and Tina Marla, Dun-

IILL Paddy; DOHERTY, Martin, (Port-
ise). Easter greetings, Paddy and
u.mn From Paddy Dundon. UTP.
ETT, James. (Albany). Easter
greetings, Punter, to you and all your
comrades In English prisons. From
John, Anne and famlly, and all the
Bennett famlly.
Maurice. (Portlaolse). Greetings
and best wishes for Easter, Maurice.

"GUILFOVLE, Pat;

(Portlacise, Gar-
tree). Happy birthday and best wishes
for Easter, lads. From the Sinn Fein
POW Dept., Dublin.

CHILLINGWORTH, John. (H8-Block).
Happy Easter, John. Hope everything’s
going your way. luck and God
biess. From the Ferran famlly.

CORR, Oliver. (H1-Block). Wishing you
l hlﬂ Easter, Oliver. From Tommy

youl
connmm..?u (Portiaoise). Happy
Easter and birthday wishes for Aprll
1st, Pat. God bless. With love from
Sharry’s family.

CORRIGAN, Shane. (Portiaoise). Easter
greetings and best wishes, Shane. From
mum, dad, Sharon, Gary and Jarlath.
CORRIGAN, Shane. (Portlaoise). Happy
Easter, Shane. From Helen.

CORRIGAN, Shane. (Portlaolse). Best
wishes for Easter, Shln me grand-
da, Nell and Margare! and Ann;

John and Winnie; mymone andiiane;
Tommy, Elleen and aunt Leone,
CUSHNIHAN, Brian. Easter greetings,
Brlan. From mother, father, Henry
and Frances.

Imprisoned throughout Ireland, Brl

THE CARTY/CROWLEY/LOUGHRAN
with pride our comrades who died on

CUSHNIHAN, Brian; HAYES, BIll;
O'CONNELL, Aaron. (Portlaolse). Best
wishes for Easter, lads. From the Nolan
family.

DAVISON, Brendan. (Crumliin Road).
Happy Easter to you. Hope y
keeping woll From Kieran, Seamus and
Bobby. UT!

DEVENNV Paddy. (Crumlin Road).
Greetings at Easter time, Pod. BI malith.
From mum he family at home
and In England.

DONAGHY, Tom. (H3-Block). Easter
greetings and best wishes to you, Tom.
God bless. From dad, Johnny, Ann and
granny, Kilrea.

DONAGHY, Tom. (H3-block).
best for Easter, Tom. God bless. From
sister Mary, brother-in-law Barney, Pat-
ricia, Sean, Sharon and Claran.
DONAGHY, Tom. (H3-Block). Easter
greetings and best wishes, Tom. From
aunt Rose, Johnny and Jamle.
DONAGHY, Tom. (H3-Block). Wishing
you all the best at Easter, Tom. From
uncle John and Anna Lena.

DONAGHY, Tom. (H3-Block). Easter
greetings and best wishes, Tom. From
Gerald, Dublin.

DOUGLAS, Dave. (Portlaoise). Wishing
you all the bos\ this Easter, Dave. Lots
ul lnv- from F|

All the

GLAS, 0; ve; MALONEY, John;
uuu_u:m, Sean. (Portlaoise). Easter
greetings and all the best, lads. From
Fran and Dolrin.

DOWD, Brendan. (Lelcester). Easter
greetings t my. son, Brendan, and
Eddie and Brian (Lelcester); Joe, Harry,

Hughle and all the boys In Parkhurst;
John McCluskey (Gartree); Matt, Paddy
and all the boys In Portlaoise; and all
our prisoners everywhere. Thinking of

you all. From Mrs Dowd, Tr County
Kerry.
DUGGAN, Harry. (Parkhurst). Easter

greetings, Harry. From Joe and Martina.
FITZPATRICK, Pat. (Crumiin Road).
Happy Easter, Fltzy. Hope you are
keeping well. Don't eat too many
Easter eggs. From Kieran, Seamus and
Bobby. UTP.

FLYNN, Joseph.
greetings to you,
Ferran famlly.

GALLAGHER, Tommy; MeGURK,
Aidan; RYAN, Pete. (Portiaoise). Best
wishes for Easter, lads. From the Cor-
rigan family, Rush, County Dublin.

GAVIN, Jimmy. (Portlaoise). Easter
greetings to you, Jimmy, and to all
our POWs In Irish, British and American
Jalls. “*Who fears to speak of Easter
Week?'" Love to you all From Treasa,
London, UTP.

GIBNEY, Jim. (Crumlin Road). Easter
9rutlngx to you, Jim, and to all your

(H3-Block). Easter
Jokey. From the

mrades. You are always In our

COMHAIRLE ATHA CLIATH, SINN FEIN, send Easter g
In and the United suus

THE SOUTH TYRONE SINN FEIN COMHAIRLE CEANTAIR send Easter greet-
Ings to all Tyrone POWs In Irish and British Jalls.
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THE SINN FEIN POW DEPT., DUBLIN, send Easter greetings to all republican
POWs Incarcerated In British, Free State and American jalls. ‘“Revolution until

victory

{1
THE STAFF OF REPUBLICAN PUBLICATIONS send Easter greetings to all repub-
lican POWS In Irish, English and American Jalls.
THE SINN FEIN DEPT. OF WOMEN'S AFFAIRS send revolutionary grestings to
In

all our
women POWs In Irish and British Jalls.

Jalls. Special greetings to all republican

SINN FEIN & GREEN CROSS, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA, send Nvolullonll’y Easter
h rej

greetings to all

publican POWs In Jall In Ireland, Englan

d and America. Sol-
“thelr In

NGS

MGKIIFIV, Patsy. All the best for
Patsy. From Mickey and Brigid,
M-m Adrlan and Christopher. Looking

rwal

McLOUGHLIN, Gerry. o
Easter and birthday gresetings to you,
Gerry. Hope your next Is spent In

freedom. All the best from Mary, Ray-
mond and Patrick.

Reamonn. (Albany).
Best for E‘nlr
Love from Maire agus Padr:

idarity greetings also to the
the cause of Irish freedom.

thoughts. From all the Glbney family,
at ho ind 0ad. Tlocfal:
GIBNEY. e (Crumiin Road) Al
the best at Easter time, Jim. Sorry
1 couldn’t make the visit last Friday
From Dan, Deborah and kids.
GIBNEY, Jim. (Crumlin Road). Elstlv
w.nlnqn to you, Jim. Don't be

y Easter eggs, you know whll
IQ does to your flgure (Hal Hal). All
the best, kid. We're always thinking of
you. From Chrissle, Richard, Bronagh
and Eoln,
GIBNEV, Jim. (Crumlin Road). Easter
greetings, Jim. Hurry up and get out,
I've a new NIDDK for you to burn (Hal
Hal). All the very best. Lové from your
friends Laura and Mark, xxx
GLENHOLMES, Dickle; McCOMB, John;
ROONEY, Gerald. Revolutionary greet
Ings at Easter time to you Dickle,
John and Gerald. Go ralbh sibh saor
agus sa bhalle rolmh | bhfad. From all
your friends and comrades In the Short
Strand. Greetings also to all the Short
Strand POWs In Crumlin Road, Long
Kesh and Magliligan, and to ail Irish
POWs everywhere.

GORMAN, Tommy; QUINN, Jimmy.
Easter greetings to you, Tommy and
Jimmy. From Ellish and Danny Mc-
Gettigan and family.

GUILFOYLE, Patrick. (Gartree). Easter
greetings, Tipp. From Mary and Robert,
Bellaghy, and lan (Long Kesh).

tings to all our comrades

SINN CUMANN, DUNGANNON,

FEIN
sand Easter greetings to all Tyrone POWs In Irish and British Jalls.
THE FRANCIS HUGHES SINN FEIN CUMANN, GLASGOW, send solldarity
greetings for Easter to all our comrades In jalis In Irel

d and England. We remember
hunger-striike, whose names are enshrined

with the men of 1916, and all those who have dled In the struggle for freedom. UTP.

GUILFOYLE, Patrick. (Gartree]
our very best wishes for Easter and your
birthday, Patrick. Regards from Mary,
Raymond and young Patrick.
HACKETT, Patrick. (Parkhurst). Special
Easter greetings sent with our love and
best wishes, Patrick. From mam, Bridget,
John and Eugene; Donal, Maura, Roslen,
Danlel and Brid; Michelle, Michael,
Jane and Andrew; Nuala and Harry;
Jennifer, chm, Criona, Emma and
Il your frlends and re-

Al

HARTE, Gerard. (Portlaols Easter
greetings to our son, Gerard. Thinking
of you and missing you always. From
your loving mum and dad. UTP.

ARTE, Gerard. (Portlaoise). Easter
greetings to you, Gerard. From granny

and Sea
HARTE, Gel

and our brothers, snn and Damien.
Thinking of you always. From your
brother Cla m ind sister Flon-

nual

LENNON, Sean and Damien. (H8-
Block). Happy Easter to my brothers,
Sean and Damlen. All the best from
your sistar Maureen, Brendan, Danny,
Brendan and Ger

LENNOI Sea anu Damien, (He-
Bmck) tor grutlnw to our nephews,
Dam 're always think-

Sean
Ing of you. Fvom

nt Kate, aunt
Patsy and famllles; aunt Maureen,
uncle Tommy, Elleen, Tom, Kay,:
Mary and Danny; And aunt Peggy,

uncie Gerard and famlly, Southampton.
LENNON, Sean and Damien. (H8-
Block). Greetings to my two grand-
sons, Sean and Damien, at Easter time.
They may Imprison your body but
never your splrit. From granny O'Toole.
McCAUGHLEY, Briege Ann. (Armagh).
Easter greetings to you, Briege Ann,

and to all your comrad God bless
you all. From mum, dad and all the
famlly. UTP.

MCcCONBREY, Jim. (H4-Block). Easter
greetings to our dear son, Jim. We are
very proud of you and you are always
In our thoughts, Love from mum, dad
and all the famlly.

MCcCORRY, Malachy; RYAN, Michael.
(Portlaolse). Easter greetings and warm
Malachy and Michael. Also,
and solidarity greetings to ali
the men In Portlaolse and the H-Blocks,
the women In Armagh, and all the POWs
In British prisons everywhere. From the
Hackatt familyinjtjenssh and Bridget
In Shan

McCOV “Kevin and Pat. Easter greetings,
Kevin and Pat. From all at the Thres
Islands.

McCRORY, Alec. (H1-Block). Easter
greetings to you, son. All our love and
thoughts are with you and all your
comrades. From mum, dad, brothers
and sisters,

MCcCRORY, Alec. (H1-Block).
gr

Easter
tings, Iove. At Easter we commemor-
and's herolc dead and salute you
lﬂd yuur comrady r your courage
and strength. Love from granny and
‘Ardglass’.

THE BELLAGHY REPUBLICAN POW

g. xx:
, Tommy. (Long Knsn) Easter
greetings, Tommy. One of your last
in there. Take care of yourself. Love
from Chrissle, Richard, Bronagh and

wee Eoln.
MARTIN, Jim. (Cage u). Hapvy EA;\-v.
Jim. Best wishes

hen you come out. Lau ov lovn 1mm
Fun Dublin. xxx
'HAN, Martin. (Long Kesh).
|dar|ly greetings this “Easter to
and

Sol-
you,
your comrades. We ali

hug and Kiss Is sent from your wee
gem, Bronagh-Martine. From your de-
voted wife Briege and chlldren. xoxox

MILNE, lan. (H8-Block). Easter greet-
Ings to 'you, lan. From dad, Molly and
all the family.
MILNE, lan. (H8-Block). Easter greet-
Ings, lan. All my love from Kathleen.
XXX

loo“'v Gersid, (Portiaoise). All the
st Easter time, Gerald. You are
houghts. From Theresa

a good boy. ‘Good luck nd God blem,
From Mary.

SIMPSON, Jos. (HB-Block). Happy
Easter Jos. The visit will be a grast one
when | get It. Hops your halr has grown.
See you sometime From Maureen and

Tommy.
SIMPSON, Sean. (Hl-8lock). Happy
Easter to my loving husband, Sean,

Thinking of you aiways. T4 orf agam
dult, O Mary.

SIMPSON, Sean. (H1-Block). Happy
Easter, Sean. See you soon. Lovs from
Tom, Betty and kids.

SIMPSON, (H1-Block). East
greetings, 'Seany, We'll be thinking of
you up In the Ceitic (Hal Hal). From
EII John and kids.

PSON, Sean. (H1-Block). Easter
qruunps to our son-in-law, Sean. Think-
ing of you always. What's kesping the
visit? Love from Maureen and Tommy.
SIMPSON, Sean. (H1-Block). Happy
Easter, Sean; I'll have a pint for you.
See you soon. From Danny.
SIMPSON, Sean. (H1-Block). Happy
Easter, Seany. We have the Burlington
ressrved for your getting out. Hoj
have enough money this timel From
Kay, Matt and Kids.
SLOAN, Anthony. (Portlacise). All the
best at’ Easter time, love. Missing you
always. From your ioving wife Marlan,
Sorcha and Anthony Gg.

AN, Anthony. (Portlaoiss). Think-
Ing of you and wishing you ail the best
at Easter. From mum and dad Cunning-

m.
SLOAN, Anthony. (Portlaoiss). Sorry
you'll miss the parade this year. we'l
be thinking of you. From Rosie and
Maggie.
SMYTH, Claran. (H-Block). Revolution-
ary grestings at Easter time, Claran.
You are always In our thoughts and
prayers. From mum, Seany, Sean, and
x.mnR Also from granny and grand-
Stite.

THE SOUTH AUSTRALIA FREE IRELAND MOVEMENT send l‘volullonvy

greetings for Easter to all our

he struggle

and thost
outside the jalls. We pledge our support untll the forces nv British Imp-mnsm are
re;

move:

from Irish soll. Victory to the IRA.

THE SPEAKERS’' CORNER IRISH FORUM send greetings to all Irish political
prisoners and remember with pride all those Irishmen and women who have given
their lives for Irish freedom down through the years. We especlally remember all

those supporters of Ireland’s fight for freedom

THE TWINBROOK MARTYRS

who have died In exlle.

MEMORIAL FLUTE BAND, GLASGOW, send

solidarity greetings at Easter to all Irish republican POWs In Imperialist Jalls. You are

always In our thoughts.

MULRYAN, Patrick, (Long Lartin).
Easter and birthday greetings to you,
Patrick. You ways In our thoughts,

as Is the cau: m Maure
Blanchard, New Hampshire, USA.
NIXON, John and N (H-Block).

Best wishes for Easter, John and Nelily.
Love from mother, father and all the

Eamonn. (Portlaoise). Best
wishes and Easter greetings, Eamonn.
From mam, dad, Conor and Darryl.
NOLAN, Eamonn. (Portlaoise). Happy
Easter, Eamonn. FIOI’I’I brother Seamus,
Marion, Emer and Co
OLAN, Eamonn. (Pomaouo)
greetings, Eamonn.
Jimmy, Corina,
Betty and Tracey.
O'BOYLE, Michael. (H8-Blbck). Easter
greetings and best wishes, Michael.
From mother, father and the famlily

Easter
From Geraldine,
Laura and Brian; and

WELFARE ASSOCIATION send Easter

greetings to all Bellaghy POWs in Long Kesh and Magliligan prison camps. “They
may lock you away, deny you your rights, but reland’s true sons continue to fight.
AMERICANS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS & SELF-DETERMINATION IN IRELAND,
CHICAGO, extend revolutionary greetings at E:s(tr to all Irish POWs In British,

Irish and American Jalls. Special greetings to Elle

Garry, Sean Bonnai
Tony McAllister, Mairead Farrell,

Morgan, Jack and Patricia Mc-

ob Corrigan, Michael and Juckl- McMullan, Joseph Flynn,
Rosle Nolan, Eamon Dagney,

Seamus Glbn:

ey,
Pat Sheehan, Brendan Hughes, Brendan McFarland, Ronnle McCartney, and Michael

O'Rourke. We support you all.

THE JAMES CONNOLLY REPUBLICAN FLUTE BAND, GLASGOW, send re-
volutionary Easter greetings to all republican POWs In Irish and English Jalls.

(H1-Block).
greetings to you, Alec. All
unlll we see you again. From e mmanael

Enhv
he

d. (Portiaoise). All the MCCRORY, Alec.
best at Eastor time, Gerard. From
Peggy, Desl and famlly.
HARTE, Gerard. (| Easter
greetings, Gerard. From Theresa, Stevie
and family; and Rosemary, Francle greetings to you,

d famlly.

Peter. (H-Block). Revolutionary
greetings this Easter, Peter. From Albert
and family, Dublin; Sylvie and family,

and Sean and family, Aughnaskea;
and Austin and family, Gortnagoley.
UTP.

KEARNEY, Seamus. (Crumlin Road).
Easter greetings to you, Seamus. From
mum, dad, Kathleen and lan.

KIND, Sean. (Portlaoise). Easter greet-
Ings to you, Sean, and all republican
prisoners everywhere. From all your
republican friends In Passage West and
Carrigaline, County Cork.

LEECH, Paul. (Portlaolse). Easter gr
ings to you, Paul, and all republican
prisoners everywhere. From the Bobby
Sands Sinn Feln cumann, Drogheda.
LENEGHAN, Mark. (Crumiln Road).
Happy Easter, Fiddler. Thinking of you
always. Love from Susan. UTP.
LENEGHAN, Mark. (Crumlin Road).

Easter greetings, Flddler. Hope the
rest are spent in freedom. From all
Damien. (H8-

INO
Block).

é:snr gunln; to my sons

THE TERENCE MacSWINEY SINN FEIN CUMANN, WEST LONDON, send East

Mccnonv Alec. (H1-Block). Easter
Alec. Love from
Bobby, Sean and family.

McCRORY, Alec. (H1-Block). Easter
greetings to you, Alec. Your struggle
Is our struggle. Love from Harry, Hugh
and family.

McCRORY, Alec. (H1-Block). Happy
Easter, Alec. From uncles,
aunts  and cousins In the McCrory
family at home and abroad.

MCELROY, Hugo. (Cage 11). Think-
ing of you this Easter, Hugo. Hope to

see you soon. Lots of love from Pamela.
UTP.

MCELWAIN, Seamus. (H8-Block). Easter
greetings and happy 23rd _birthday,
Seamus. From mammy, daddy, Maura,

Eoghan, Cathleen, Evelyn, Eithne, Sean
and Padralg.
MCGUIGAN, Ellen. (Armagh). Easter

greetings to you, Ellen, and a speclal
wish for you on your blnhday. Think-
ing of you always. From Llal

McKEEFRY, Patsy. Easter yucllngs to
you, Patsy. Hopetully you'll be enjoying
next Easter with us. From mother,
father, brothers and sisters In Swatragh.
Greetings also from Harry, Dorothy,
Jimmy and Kevin.

greetings to all republican POWs In English and lvllh IIIIL Best wishes to you all.

THE NOLAN/DOWNEY SINN FEIN CUMAN

ELFAST, send Easter greetings

to all the POWs in Armagh, Long Kesh Crumlln Rom Magilligan, Portiaolse and

Jjalis In England.

THE O'HANLON/McMAHON SINN FEIN CUMANN, MONAGHAN TOWN, wish
all Irish unubllﬂnmPOWs in Jall In Ir‘llnd and abroad a very happy Easter time and

an early success to our struggle.
Incarcerated In Jall,

we send Spcclll greetings and reiterate our commitment to

continue the fight against British imperialism untll victory. Tlocfaidh &r1a.

THE TWINBROOK MARTYRS SINN FEIN CUMANN,

FAST, send revolution-

aty greetings for Easter to all our republican POWSs incarcerated In British, Free

State and American Jalls.

circle In Bellaghy and Dublin.
0'BO' Owen.  (H8-Block).
wishes for Easter, Owen. From mother,
father, the family circle In Bellaghy
and Dublin, and flance Mary.
O'REILLY, Gus. (Portlaolse). Easter
greetings from your wife Lily, Conor,
Alleen and Brona.

O'SULLIVAN, Pat.

(Pom-om) Best
Pat, remembering
that Easter-tide, In
the springtime of the year.” From dad,
on, Tim, Martin, Mary, Dave, Ivan,
Cormac and Sheena, UTP.
QUIGLEY, Linda; TAYLOR, Alice.
Happy Easter, Linda and
Alice. May the rest be spent In freedom.
From the Duffy family, Beechmount.

ROGERS. Peter. (Portlaoise). Easter
greetings, Peter. My thought a ways.
with you. From your loving wife Delrdre
and son Eamol
ROGERS, eter. (Portiaolse). Easter
greetings, Peter. Thinking of you always.
rom your loving mother, Rolsin,
, Brenda, Ann, Ken, Julle, Ann,
aunt Joan and aunt Annle.
ROGERS, Peter. (Portlaoise). Easter
greetings to you, Peter. From Seamus,
Liz and all the famlly.
ROGERS, Peter. (Portlaoise). Easter
greetings to you, Peter. From mum and
dad Lynch and all the famlly.
ROGERS, Peter. (Portlaoise). Easter
greetings ‘to you, Peter. Hope to see
Love from Mary, K-vln and
family; and G-ulaln- Brian and family.
ROGERS, Peter.  (Portlaoise). Easter
greetings to you,
Fran, Tom, Mike and all your friends
In the USA.
ROGERS, Peter.
greetings to you,
you and all 'your co
Peggy and kids.
ROGERS, Peter. (Portlaoise). - Easter
greetings, Peter. From all the lads in
the Padralg O Pearalll Sinn Feln cum-
ann, Loch Garman.

(Portlaoise). Easter
All the best to
des. From Pat,

SMYTH, Claran. (H-Block). Greetings
for Eut" Claran. From Debo
Danny and kids; and Raymond, Bemn’
adette, Dane and Lizzy.
SWAN, Seamus. (Portlaoise). Easter
greetings, Saamus.On a chalrde | gcumann
Paaulg Loch Garman. Greet-
o ali republican political
prlsomu In Irish and English jalls.

SWAN, Seamus. (Portlacise). Easter
greetings, Seamus. Tiocfaldh & 13,
a chara. O Antoln MacUald agus a
clan

WALSH, Sidney. (H-Block). Revolution-
ary Easter greetings to you, Sid. Hurry
up and get out. From Dan, Deborah
and kids and all your friends In the
Short Strand.

WHELAN, Joe. (Portlaoise). Easter greet-
ings and lots of love, Joe. From Deirdre
and Alan.

WHELAN, Joe. (Portlaoise). Happy
Easter, Joe. Love from mam, dad and all
the family.

BEST WISHES at this Easter time to
Brendan and Jagger (H-Block), Paddy
(Crumlin Road), and all the women In
Armagh. From the McClenaghan family,
Ardoyne.

EASTER GREETINGS to all Irish re-
publican POWs in Jail In Ireland, England
and the USA. They may Imprison your
body but never your spirlt. From the
Loughran family, Belfas

EASTER GREETINGS to all the POWs
In Albany and to all republican POWs
In English and Irish Jalls. With men
and women like you we cannot but
win. Regards from Mary, Raymond
and Patrick.

EASTER GREETINGS to, Jokey Flynn,
Skin, Sean and Joe Simpson, Joe Watson,
Hector and John Green. From Maureen
and Brendan.

EASTER GREETINGS to Fintan Scull-
lon, Kevin and Pat McCoy, Laurence
McKeown, Jim McElroy and Brlan
Cushnihan. From the McCann/Grant
Sinn Feln cumann.

EASTER GREETINGS to Joe, Harry,
Hughle and Patrick (Parkhurst), Bren-
dan and Eddle (Leicester), and-to all
republicap  prisoners In ireland and
England. From the O'Connell family,
Querin.

EASTER GREETINGS to Pete Ryan,
Aldan, Charlle, John, Colm, Barry,
J.J. Donnelly, Brian Cushnihan and ali
the lads In Portlaoise. From the Bell
famlly, Dungannon.

EASTER GREETINGS and best wishes
to Mixle, Stevie, Kevin, Gerry, Dominlc,
Brian, Willy, Beaky, Frank, Seamus.
Jim, ‘Flash and all ‘my mates. From
Rualrl, Dundalk,

EASTER GREETINGS to all Tyrone
POWs In Crumiin Road, Long Kesh,
Armagh, Magliligan, Portlaolse and Eng.
lish jails. From the Begley, Carty,
Corrlgan, McCaughey, McLarnon, Mc-
Nally, Sheridan and Vincent famiiles.
EASTER GREETINGS to Vincent

Donnelly, John Hayes, Joe O'C:
Donn s, onnall,

Buh Hugh Doherty, Brian
ndan Dowd, Ronnie Mc-
John McCluskey, Pat Guil-
foyle, Gerry Young, Shane O'Doherty,
Robert Campbell, Bernard McCafferty
and Mick Murray. Regards and best
wishes from the Hackett famity In Nenagh
and Bridget In Shannon.
FRATERNAL GREETINGS with all
good wishes for the future to the O/C,
suﬂ and Volunteers, Irish Republican
Army, Portlaolse Prison. From the
O'Sulllvan famlly, Coolcorcoran, Kill-
amey.




COUNTY ANTRIM
1.30pm Toomebridga Cemetery
3pm Waterfoot
March to local cemetery

BELFAST
Beechmount Avenue
March to Milltown Cemetery
Assemble 12.30pm, parade leaves 1.16pm

COUNTY ARMAGH
11.30am Junction
of Moy/Banbrook Road
Armagh city
March to Armagh Cemetery
2.30pm Fenla Road, Ballymacnab
March to local cemetery
After 9.30am Mass, Belleeks
9.30am Camlough
10.45am Rangers Hall, Crossmaglen
11.30am Ballynamony Cottages
Derrymacash
March to St Patrick’s Cemetery
After 11am Mass, Drumantee
12 noon Jonesborough
1pm Kilcurry
10am Mess, Lislea
2.30pm Francis Street, Lurgan
March to St Colman’s Cemetery
After 11am Mass, Maghery Cemetery
10.30am Mass, Newry
After 12 noon Mass, St John's Cemetery
Drumcree, Portadown

COUNTY CAVAN
2.30pm Curran Cross
March to Kilnavant Cemetery,
Ballyconnell

COUNTY CLARE
3pm Fogarty's Cross
March to roadside cross, Carrowgarrif
on Kinvara-Ardrahan road

32 COUNTY CORK
3pm National Monument, Grand Parade
— e Cor i

March to St Finbarr’s Cemetery

COUNTY DERRY
After 11.30am Mass, Bellaghy
Wreath-laying ceremony
2pm Bogside Inn, Westland Street
Derry city
3.15pm Ballyroinin Road, Loup
After Mass, Newbridge Chapel
Wreath-laying ceremony

COUNTY DONEGAL
3pm Johnston’s Corner, Stranrorlar
March to Drumboe Woods
via Ballybofey

COUNTY DOWN
Ardglass
4.30pm Bann Road, Castlewellan
2.30pm Irish Street Car Park
Downpatrick
Tyrconnell
DUBLIN

2.30pm Pro-Cathedral
March to Glasnevin Cemetery

COUNTY FERMANAGH
County commemoration

2.30pm GAA field, Donagh
After 10am Mass, Arney Cemetery
After 11am Mass, Derrylin
After 11am Mass, Brenadrum
Enniskillen
After 11.30am Mass, Newtownbutler
After 11am Mass, Roslea

Do (duh) — your
A (uh) — his

These three put a “h”* after the first
letter of most words following them.

A (a) — her

This makes no change to following
consonants but puts a “h” in front of
following words that begin with a vowel.

Liimh (lauv) — hand
Cos (kuss) — foot
Cluas (klewus) — ear
Béal (bayul) — mouth
Siil (sooil) — eye
Mear (mare) —finger
Gruaig (groo-ig) — hair
Ceann (kyown) — head
Corp (kurp) — body
Nach bhfuil 87 (noch will shay) — is
it (he) not?

3
sporting groups, and trade unions, are invited to
, which ere by the
be carried on the parades.

from the Republiy

. In Belfast,
ican Press Centre at 51/53 Fal Road.

COUNTY GALWAY
11.30am after Mass, Oughterard
Qutside church

3.30pm Queally’s Cross, Donaghpatrick
ery

“COUNTY SLIGO b
County commemoration
3pm Town Hall, Sligo town
Aftér last Mass; Carowna Chapel
Ballisodare

COUNTY TIPPERARY
2.45pm Castleconnell
March to local cemetery.
3pm Coolbawn Cross, Fethard
March to St Johnstown Cemetery
After 10am Mass, Nenagh

March to Donaghpatrick Cemet
7pm Pearsa’s Cottage, Rosmuc

COUNTY KERRY
3pm Fair Green, Cahirciveen -
March to local cemetery
After 12 noon Mass, Listowel
3pm Denny Street, Tralee
March to Rath Cemetery

COUNTY KILDARE
3pm Rathcoffey
March to Mainham

COUNTY TYRONE
County commemoration
3pm Main Street, Carrickmore
12.16pm Aghyaran cemetery
12 noon Ardboe cemetery

ALLSOPP, Robert. (8th Arniversary).
In loving' memory ~of my dear son,
Robert, who died on March 23rd 1975,
RIP, St Jossph, pray for him. The son
I love Is out of sight, but never out of
mind, his smiling face and heart of goid,
are with=me all the time. They say In
time that you forget, for some that may
be trus, but how on earth could | for-
get, a wonderful son like you? Just &
prayer from a lonely heart, for a son
whase troubles | shared. Just a token of
love and regret from a mother who al-
ways cared and always will. Always
ramembered by his loving mother, aunts,
uncles, family circle, and friend Liza.
ALLSOPP, Robert. (8th Anniversary).
In loving ‘memory of my dear brother,
Flan Robert ‘Swab’ Allsopp, who died
on March 23rd 1975. RIP. St Patrick,
pray for him. Deep In my heart a mem-
ory Is kept, of a brother | loved and wil
never forget, no longer In our lives to
share, but In our hearts, Robert, you are
always there. Always remembered by his
sister Margaret, brother-in-law Damien,
and nephew Robert Largey.

CAMPBELL, Patrick. (11th Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
our dear friend, Vol Patsy Campbell,

Y. 21d Battajlon,” Befast Brig-
glalgh nhEireann,

Birthday memories

TOMAN. Birthday memorles of our
dear nephew, Eugene Toman, who was
murdersd by the RUC on November
11th 1982, and who would have been
22 years old on March 30th 1983.
Always remembered by his aunt Emma,
Patsy and famlly.

TOMAN. Birthday memories of my
dear brother, Eugene, who was murder-
ed by the RUC on November 11th
1982, and who would have been 22
years old on March 30th 1983. Always

‘8!
ade,

The Republican Movement

KEENAN.
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killad In action on March 25tn 2.
Eloven yua ve , our friend,
the pain Is still the same, you taughed,
you cried, you fought, you dled, but
that was not the end. No mattsr what
you did, you did with all your haar,
your deeds and dreams are still the same,
0 we never reslly
berad by John, G
CARR, Robert, (3rd Anniversary). In
proud and loving ry of Vol Robert
Carr, Oglaign na h€ireann, Newry, who
died’on active servics on Aprll 1st 1980.
Always remampbersd by his friends and
comrades In the South Down Bri

CARR, Robert, (3rd Anniversary).
proud ‘and loving memory of IRA Vol
Robert Carr who died on active service
on April 15t 1980, Always remembered
by his friends and comrades [n Portlacise
Prison, Newry and Dundalk.
FARRELLY, Eamonn. (6th Annivers-
ary). f Eamonn
‘Plum* |

1st 1977. RIP. St Martin, pray for him.
Alays remembersd by his friend
Geordle, Portlaclse Prison.

MORGAN, Michasl. (1st Anniversary).
In loving memory of Michasl Morgan,
dear father of Micky, Portlaoise Prison.
On his soul, sweet Jesus, have marcy.
Always bered by the Markey
family and Geordle, Portlaolse Prison.

remembered by his brother Malachy,
sister-in-law Dorothy and family, Lurgan.
TOMAN. Birthday memories of my
dear friend, Eugene, who was brut-
ally murdered by the RUC on Novembar
11th 1982 and whose 22nd birthday
woul occurred on March 30th
1983. Always remembered by Eleanor
McKerr and family.

TOMAN. Birthday memorles of my
dear friend, Eugene, who was murder-
ed by the RUC on November 1ith
1982 and whoss 22nd birthday would
have occurred on March 30th 1983.
Always remembered by Christine.

In County Monaghan extend thelr
sympathy to the family and friends of
Eugene Keenan, Scotstown, who trag-
lcally d recently. Ar dhels D& go
ralbh a anam.

COUNTY LIMERICK
11.45am Bedford Row, Limerick city
2pm Town centre, Athea
March to local cemetery

12.16pm C:
(local commemoration)

12 noon Coalisland cemetery
12 noon Clonoe cemetery
10.46am Edendork cemetery.
12 noon Eglish cemetery
11.46am Galbally cemetery
12.45pm Greencastle cemetery
9.45am Moy cemetery
12.15pm Trillic cemetery

COUNTY LEITRIM
3pm The Old Railway, Mohill
March to local cemetery

COUNTY LONGFORD
GDm‘&lli@muck, Gaigue Crossroads
4 M to Pikeman Memorial
2.30pm Tubberpatrick Cemetery

COUNTY WATERFORD
3pm The Glen, Waterford city

COUNTY LOUTH March to military barracks

After 11am Mass, St Peter’s Church
West Street, Drogheda
March to memorial on March Road
2.30pm Market Square, Dundalk
March to local cemetery

COUNTY WEXFORD
11.30am Foley's Garage, Enniscorthy
March to St Mary’s Cemetery
3pm John Barry Memorial on quays
Waexford town
March to Republican Plot
Crosstown Cemetery.

EASTER MONDAY
COUNTY DERRY
2.30pm Swatragh Chapel
March to Granahan
DUBLIN
2.30pm Baker's Corner
March to Dean’s Grange

COUNTY CORK
11.30am Fire Station, Cobh
March to Republican Plot

COUNTY MAYO
3pm Chapel Road, Islandeady
March to local cemetery

COUNTY MEATH
3pm Drumree
March to Knockmark Cemetery

COUNTY MONAGHAN
3pm Fergal O’Hanlon Memorial
Clones Road
Monaghan town
March to Latlurcan Cemetery
Also wreath-laying ceremonies at graves
of those on the County Monaghan

GALWAY CITY
Roll of Honour 12 noon City Cemetery
COUNTY OFFALY
2.45pm The Square, Clara EASTER TUESDAY
March to local cemetery BELFAST

Ardoyne/Bone/Ligoniel Mem. Cttee.
2.30pm Junction of Elmfield/Butler St
March to Berwick Road

COUNTY ROSCOMMON
3pm Tibohine

Death of Josephine Fee

THE DEATH occurred last Saturday of one of Belfast’s oldest republic-
ans when Mrs Josephine Fee, late of Waterford Street, died after a short

illness.

A life-long republican, Josephine Fee
came to Belfast at the turn of the cen-
tury as a very young girl (her maiden
name was O‘Dwyer), from her birth-
place in the Glen of Imaal in County

Wicklow.

Josephine Fee was a direct decend-
ant of Michael Dwyer, the United Irish-

. man, and before the 1916 Easter Rising

she joined a republican auxiliary nurs-
ing unit.

Her first husband, Micky McDonnell,
died in the 1920s in the immediate after
math of the attacks by loyalists on Cath-
olic workers in Belfast shipyard. He was
one of the Catholic workers thrown into
Musgrave Channel and died as a result of
his injuries.

Some time later she married Billy
Fee, an Ardoyne republican. The Fee
family home was constantly used by
republican activists in the ‘30s and '40s
and in the 1970s it was an open hou:

There are numerous stories of incid-
ents in the Fee home, many of which
cannot be told until another day, but it
is often recalled how she ‘exorcised’ Brit-
ish soldiers with liberal doses of holy
water.

Despite being in her late 80s and not
playing a public role, Josephine Fee still
took part, wrapped in a blanket, in a
vigil at Dunville Park during the hunger-
strike.

Go ndéana Dia trScaire ar a n‘anam
diis.

Death of JohnDoey

THE DEATH took place on Thursda:

March 10th, of John Doey, a life-

long supporter of the Republi
Tyrone.

In his life-time he had been associat-
ed with various organisations working
for the preservation of Ireland’s culture
and heritage, in particular Conradh na
Gaeilge, Cumann Luithchleas Gael and
Combhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann.

It was only natural for a man hold-
ing such a great love for his country to
giver his support to the Republican

COULD all in with the

Movement locally, please send photographs of the ceremonies, as soon as possible,
to 44 Parnell Square, Dublin (telephone 747611); or 51/63 Falls Road, Belfast
(telephone 246841).

Her bird is on the

err un gr-ow-in) —
PRONUNCIATION

The pronunciation given in brackets
is as near as possible to the sound.

CH is sounded as in LOCH ERNE.

D and T before A, O and U are thick,
spoken with the tongue pressed against
the upper front teeth,

DH and GH are like a G far back In
the throat — almost a gargle.

tree.

Td mo shdll ort (thaw muh hoo-il
urt) — My eye is on you.

Td hata ar a cheann (thaw hotuh err
uh chyown) — There Is a hat on
his head.

Nl a corp ansin (neel uh kurp un shin)
— Her body is not there.

Td mo bhsal tirim (thaw muh vay-ul

tirim) — My mouth is dry.

Té do chluas fuar (thaw duh chlewus PHRASES

M . After the split of 1969, he
remained true to republicanism.

From the origins of the present cam-
paign, out of the social injustices of the
‘60s, and as time and circumstances
demanded tactical changes in order to
advance the republican cause, John
Doey, with his lively political under-
standing, was quick to integoret and
support developments.

t, in Brackaville, County

In Brackaville, where he lived, he is
fondly recalled by many parents who
sought his advice over the years on suit-
able Irish names for their children.

Not only was he able to give them a
wide choice of names, but he was also
able to provide their meanings and to tell
the story of their origins.

His knowledge of Ireland’s history,
and his fluency in the Irish language,
meant that he could unfold at will many
of the lesser known facts of not only
Christian names, but surnames as well
and, indeed, ancient place-names.

John Doey will be remembered as a
quiet and kndwledgeable man and, above
all, an Irish republican.

To his wife, Mary, and daughter,
Susan, the Republican Movement ex-
tend their deepest sympathy.

Irisean nua

BHI réamhchruinnid i mBaile Atha Cliath le athfhoi

beartaithe

4 an irisean pob-

lachtaigh Gaeilge — leagan nua den sean-irisean Leas — a phlé.

_ Bhi Diarmuid 6 Tuema, Cacimhin
O Caolain, Michdal Mac Conmara agus
Geardid MacAdaimb i &thair. Chuir Aine
Ni MhurchG a leithscéal chuig an

foor) — Your ear Is cold.

Nil do chos salach (neel duh chuss
soloch) — Your foot is not dirty.

An bhfuil a mhéar tinn? (un will uh
vare teen) — Is his finger sore (sick)?

Nach bhfuil a gruaig go hélainn? (noch
will a grooig guh haul-ing) — Isn't
her hair lovely?

Té 8 h-éan ar an gersnn (thaw a hayun

1 — Mo ghra thi (muh ghraw hoo) — cruinniG le brén, ach thug sf fiacha &
You are my love. Roinn Chultdrtha Shinn  Féin go
2 — Fé do chois & (fay duh chuish aye) gcindids leis an scaim.
— It Is under your foot (said as D'aontaigh an cruinnil
praise to a good dancer). gineardlta don iriséan. Scriidafodh
3 — Tabhair dom do limh (towr dum fia 3 roinnt il a bhi’

ar _chruth

na Bealtaine mar dhéta foilsithe. Beidh
cruinnid eile & thiondl chun altanna a
gheibhtear iad a scridd, agus chun ainm
a cheapadh don irisedn.

Go dtf go geeaptar eagarthdir, aon-
talodh gur chéir go mbeadh triGr ina
gcomheagarth8iri. Einne ar mian leo
cGnamh a thabhairt don scfim seo in
aon_chor, ‘nl ‘mér déibh teangbhdil a

duh Lnuvl —’Givu me your hand. toilteanach altanna a sholdthar agus soc-
4 — Ta a shiil uirthi (thaw uh hooil rafodh gur ch&ir aimsiG ar dheireadh mf
irtheh) — His eye is on her,

leis an'Irish Language Magaz-
ine’, f/ch AP/RN, 44, Cear&g Pharnell
BA
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S Keep hammering away
jat the British—2=

PAX O’FAOLAIN was born in
Dungarvan, County Waterford, in
1893. He joined the Irish Volun-
teers in his early 20s, was very
active against the British in the
years that followed, and later
became Brigadier General in the
IRA. He was jailed several times
and took part in nearly as many
hunger-strikes.

A life-long member of the Repub-
lican Movement, he is now, at 90
years of age, honorary president of
the Keating Sinn Fein cumann in Dun-
garvan,

“My mother died when | was very young
and my father was in ill-health leaving us
hard pressed to keep going from day to day.
This meant that | had to leave school before
the age of 12 and from then on | made my
own way in life.

“At that time | was only one amongst
thousands whose interest in the various nat-
ional movements was growing daily, and
when the Irish Volunteers were formed here
in Dungarvan almost everyone joined. There
was a kind of enthusiasm for military train-
ing which increased with the outbreak of the
‘First World War.

““Our training hadn’t gone beyond what
we called close-order drilling, so we had to
go about it almost from scratch. We were
divided into three companies and at the beg-
inning we didn’t do much more than drill-
ing and training and trying to gather in some

weapons.

“The Irish Parliamentary Party had no
interest in the Volunteer movement when it
was first founded, but, of course, as soon as
it began to gain in strength they set out to
capture it which in tum resulted in a split.
This was Red d had decided that
he was offering their services to the British
for the Great War.”

RECEPTION

There had always been opposition to par-
liamentarianism around this area. Daniel O*
Connell once christened Dungarvan ‘the piss-
pot of Ireland’ — so bad was the reception
he received at a public meeting in the town|

“’So now we had the Irish Volunteers and
Redmond’s newly formed National Volun-
teers. Thankfully, around here we split with-
out any real ill-feeling between the two
sides.

t) IRA Volunteers Mick Mansfield, Dick Mooney, Mick Shalloe, Paddy Cashen
/l members of Pax O Faolain’s flying column in County Waterford

“We had an arms fund which d
to £18 and at least we had the satisfaction of
holding on to that even if it didn’t buy us
much!

“Since we hadn’t many Volunteers here,
our orders were to join up with Waterford
for the Easter Rising. However, due to the
confusion caused by the countermanding
order, we carried out only a very minor
operation.

“After the Rising there was a great up-
surge of husi: for the Vol and
reorganisation began. We kept on doing what
we could, but with martial law in operation
all sorts of things were forbidden, including
drilling.

“Soldiers on leave from the British army
used to bring their rifles home with them
and we would call to their houses and coll-
ect them. | was arrested for the taking of
one rifle and after two or three remands
they could prove nothing so | was let off.

“Then | was arrested for drilling and sent
to Belfast Jail where | met Austin Stack. We
were fighting for better conditions and we
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wrecked the jail before we succeeded.”

In 1920 Pax O’'Faolain was deported
under the ‘Defence of the Realm Act’. He
was brought to Wormwood Scrubs Prison
via Belfast Lough where he and his fellow
prisoners were given a send-off by the loyal-
ist Harland and Wolff shipyard workers who
hurled abuse and showered them with nuts
and bolts.

HUNGER-STRIKE

“When we got to the jail in England we
all went on hunger-strike in protest at the
conditions. This was not long after Thomas
Ashe had died, so they were very careful not
to let any of us die on hunger-strike. As the
men became weak they were released, only
to be re-arrested under the ‘Cat and Mouse
Act’.

“After 21 days or so, | was released and
| made my way back home again where we
recommenced the struggle to bring about the
downfall of the British empire.”

O'Faolain’s activities in the Black and

Tan War, as a member of the IRA’s West
Waterford Brigade, began with attacks on
the smaller RIC barracks forcing them to be
abandoned. v

His first big action was at Piltown where
arms and ammunition were captured, foll-
owed by major ambushes at Ballyvoyle,
Durrow and Tramore and many minor en-
gagements.

An ambush took place at the Burgery
in March 1921, and went on all night before
the republicans captured most of the enemy
forces, including a policeman whom they
later shot. When six IRA Volunteers
retumed at daylight to retrieve the arms and
ammunition left behind, the Black and Tans
opened up with heavy fire, fatally wounding
two of them — Sean Fitzgerald and Pat Keat-
ing.

Fitzgerald's body was taken to the square
in Dungarvan in a cart drawn by an ass and
put on display by the British before they
removed it to the barracks. At the funeral
the authorities ordered that only 20 people
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should follow the coffin, but the order was
defied and hundreds of people followed it
to the cemetery.

Pax O’Faolain, as IRA Brigadier General,
came to know well many of the IRA leaders
of the time including Liam Mellows, Michael
Collins, Liam Lynch, Cathal Brugha, Rory
O’Connor, and Dick Barrett, with whom he
was involved in important arms importat-
ions on the Waterford coast.

TREATY

“Then the Treaty in 1922 split us all over
again. What | could not understand was that
very good men and women — former com-
rades — were going on the side of the Treaty.
Those who would not have yielded an inch
were now taking an oath of allegiance to the
English king.

“They were now carrying out executions
on instructions from the British government
— such as the shooting of Patrick O’Reilly
and Michael Fitzgerald who were executed
for something which happened during the
Tan War, a year and a half earlier.”

Pax O’Faolain himself was arrested and
conveyed to Mountjoy around this time,
while the executions were continuing. He
later learned that in case of reprisals after
the shooting of McKelvey, Barrett, O’
Connor and Mellows, he was next in line
along with Emie O'Malley, Peadar O'Donnell
and Tom Barry.

“After the Civil War, people became very
disheartened and many of them accepted the
partition of our country, but you always had
the few who kept the spirit alive and handed
down their ideals right through to the pres-
ent day.

“The three main establishment parties
now sit above in Leinster House and call
themselves ‘Dail Eireann’. They will talk
about Irish unity but will do nothing about
it. None of them will say that this state is
morally wrong, that it was forced on the
Irish people under threat of ‘immediate and
terrible war’ from the British. They have this
unbelievable lust for power and material
things.”

DEFENCES

“It delights me to see that there are still
people carrying on the war against the Brit-
ish in Ireland and | have to hand it to them
— the IRA have done some very good jobs in
the past 13 years.

‘““You have to keep hammering away at
the British, otherwise they will try and get
your defences down and before you know it
they have beaten you again.

“But we were only novices compared to
the IRA of today. | suppose, though, if we
had had the knowledge and technology that
exists today we could have hammered the
Brits into the ground.

“I must also pay tribute to the men who
died on hunger-strike in the H-Blocks. Their
courage is surely an inspiration to us.”

At 90 years of age, Pax O’Faolain, having
played a full part in the freedom struggle,
hopes that it will not be long before his
country is free from British imperialism and
that the Irish people will build the nation
that he has seen so many die for.




