Conciuzion

Hundreds of people were killed,
and mmary more injured  and
maimed, in a campaign of
British state-sponsared murder.

The British g_ﬂ'dEI"I'lI'I"rE'ﬂ‘I. has
FEvEr st capled itg
responsibility for the deaths
which resulted from this palicy.

The politicians wha sanchioned
this paolicy have never been
bt account for

called thair

sttions or for thelr culpability
in the murder of citizens.

Me member of the Special
Branch of British Military
Intelligence hRai been indicted
far these crismes,

The policy of collusion has
newer been reversed. |t remains
intact Loday.

The EBritish agencies, which
executed this policy, remain in
place today.

The policy of amploying the
loyalist death squads was not
the actions of rogue agents or
individuals who overstepped
their responsibilities. It was a
palicy erdorsed at the highest
palitical bewel.

The wictims of collusion and
theatr familles hawe a right to
the truth aboutl collusion and
Lhe true role af the British state

and its agencies in Ineland ower
30 years of conflict,

"The British state,
through agencies like
the British Arrmy
intelligence unit, the
Force Research Unit,
and the Special Branch,
rearmed, reorgamized
and directed loyalist
death sguads. Hundreds
of peaple were killed as
a result of this policy of
state orchestrated
murder,”

Firinne (the |righ ward for truth) is the campaign for the truth aboul collusion belween Britkh
state agencies and Unionist death squads in the killing of citizers in Ineland.

Callushon enced;

« Full disclosure by the Britkh sovernment af all infarmation on its policy of collusion;
nantling of the structures and agencies which implemented this policy of state

« p-meil Firinne at: an_rhirinne

« donationg Lo An Fhsrinme, 1

gtree Boad, Belfast BT1Z 40U, Ireland.

British State Sponsored Murder

Introduction

The murder of citizens

Collusian i the e
resourcing and dir

loyalist death squad

British state agencies. Those
who sanchioned policy ol
collimion have never been
held accountable.

Lollusion has nat ended. The
British apoaraius
operaltes the pal

&, Uintil the mech

: hawe been gsmantied,

ategy dsownad and the
truth revealed collusian
cannot be consigned to the
|'|I'_-. iy I_‘l.'_l-l_l!.E.

Collusion - a British
State Policy

Callusion has besn part aof the
Six County state since fts
creation, British forces and
unionist paramilitaries have
routinely shared Intelligence,
wieapons and personnel. But in
Lhe 19&80s, under the
premiorship of  Margaret
Thatcher, collusion  became

much more contralled and
refined. Specific mechanisms
were established to control and
direct the loyallst death sguads.

State spomsored murder was
established a5 a  formal,
palitically sanctioned, tactic at
the heart of British paolicy in
Irelamd.

Brian Nelson

The case of Brian Melson i
ilusirative of this Britsh state
palicy and the levels at which it
was sanctianed and protected,
Melsan was a British agent
placed intide the LUDW who rows
to the rank of DA Inteligence
Officer. At this level he
controdled  all  Entelligence
information used in identifying
Largets for the UDA Killer gangs.
In an imestigation of Helson's
role, the BECs Pancrama team
said, "By owr count, at least 80

people  listed on Helson's
targeting files wore attacked
9 were shot dead.”

Official Cover-Up

The cower up of Melson's role
invalved the then British PM
John Major, wha, prior to
Helson's trial, met the trial
Judge Basil Eelly and the head
of the British judiclary in the
morth, Chief Judge Brian
Hutton.

It volwed the then Attorney
General Patrick Mayhem, who
constructed a plea bargain to
ensure Lhat Helson's role was
never scrutinised in open court
and to enswre the minimum
penalty for his actkons. It
invalved the British Defence
Minister &nd  loemer MO
Secretary of State Tom King who
provided a character reference
for Melson.



Official Policy

The actions of these agents and
agencies were nat the work of
mavericks, If that had besn the
case the Britsh state would
have logically moved Lo espose
and prosecute those invalwed.
On the contrary, the British
ate wenl to inordinate Lengths
to protect their agents and to
conceal their activities, The
activities of these agents was,
without  guestion, official
governmeant palicy.

Brian Melion British Agent

Directing the Unionist
Death Squads

The British state, throwgh
agencies like the British Army
intelligence wnit, the Force

‘unlawful involvement of agents in murder implies that

the security forces sanctioned killings”

— Sir John Stevens

Resagrch Unit, and the Special
Branch, rearmed, reorganised
and directed loyalist death
squadds. Hundreds of people
were killed as a result of this
policy of state orchestrated
mirder,

Re-Arming the
Unionist Death Squads

In late 1987, a number of
loyalist paramilitary groups co-
operated to import a large
cangignment of  modern
weapons into the north of
Irelamd. Central e this
operation were a numbes of
British  Intelligence  agents
working bath in South Africa
and within the Loyalist groups,
including Brian Melson. British
intelligence Eencouraged,
facilitated and was at all times
fully aware of the progress of
this operation.

The deadly arsenal of weapond

imported included:

= 200 modern automatic rifles;

= G Browning semi-automatic
pistols;

+ 500 fragrmentation grenades;

« 12 rockel launchers:

= 3,000 rounds of

ammurition
Supplying urikoaist
paramilitaries  with modern

weapganry had an immediate

and deadly impact on Che
rumber of killings in the north
of Ireland, Within six years of
the arrival of these weapons
lowalist murder gangs had
incraased thelr -:apar:lr.y Lis kil
by J00E. I the six years prior ta
the weapons shipment, loyalists
killed ¥ people. In the
cubsaquent six years |I:|'|I'-a|.|5.t
killed 229 peaple.

Resourcing the
Unionist Death Squads

Theough a metwork of agents
the Britlsh  state identified
targets, supplied ntelligence
and provided back up to the
killers. For example, through
their agent Brian Helson, British
Intelligence up-dated and
refined all the UDas
intelligence files to ensure that
their targeting, to guote a
British intelligence report, was
‘mare professional’

Bricish State Assisted
HMurder

The British Army unit, FRU had
the authority to ensure loyalist
gunrmen had & clear run Lo and
fram thedr target. All Brutish
military and palice patrods were
withdrawn from designated
areas, leavirg a free run for the
CLTELCA

British State Protection
for the Killers

Special Branch ansured that
any inwestigation #nto  the
killing did not  result  din
prosecutions, throwgh  the
exerciEe of the Walker criteria,
allowing them (otal contral
oeer imeestigations, arrests and
prosecution,

The British state establishad an
effective murder machine that
enabled them to commission
thie killing of citizens within its
own jurisdiction and beyond.
The British justified collussan
by arguing that they wers
‘taking the war to the IRA, In
roadity, onoe the machinery of
murder was up and running no
one was safe.

The Wictims

Directed by Britksh slate
apencies, boyalist death squasds
killod:z

& Sinn Fein elected
representalives,

« Sinn Fein activists and
members of their families;

= Civil nights actiwists;

« Election workers;

« Defembe Lawyers;

= Irish Language activists;

= Cathodic civilians.

They killed to cover their
agents Lracks. They killed
agents who had outlived their
usefulness and loyalists who
knew too much, And they
sacrificed thelr own soldiers
and members of the RUL to
retain their agents’ cover.

For decades the British
government  denied that a
policy of collusion existed.
However, after 14 wears, the
third enquiry by John Stevens
uncovered, in  his  words,
“collusion, the willful fallure
to keep records, the absence
af accountabiltity, the
withholding of intelligence
and evidence, and the
extreme of agents belng
inwolved in murder.

The repart also concludes,
‘natiomalists were known to be
targeted but were not properly
warmad ar protected”,

This “unlawful involvement of

agents  in murder’ he
concludes, “implies that the
security  forces  sanchion
killiregs”.




