
Most Irish people havecome to accept that instabilityis inherent in the very structureand nature of the northernState.From its inception in 1922the Six-County State hasdemonstrated time and againthat it cannot operate in anymanner resembling what isregarded as normal in WesternEurope.The first 50 years repre-sented a period of majorityUnionist rule and a denial ofthe civil rights of nationalists.Discrimination in employmentand housing, gerrymanderingof electoral boundaries andinnumerable other pettyinequities and intolerancesensured Unionist supremacy.The Civil Rights campaignof the late 1960s and early

1970s was met with the vio-lence of loyalist militants, sec-tarian police and ultimately theBritish military. Then for 30more years the State wentthrough convulsions andupheavals as IrishRepublicanism asserted itselfin a war of national liberation,confronting the might ofEngland and her Irish alliesand contending with the col-laboration of successiveDublin administrations.The existence of the Six-County State is guaranteed bythe power and might of theParliament of Westminster inLondon. Its economy andsocial services have alwaysbeen heavily subsidised by allBritish governments,Conservative and Labouralike.

What is disturbing now isthat in the light of the recentfailure the public's mindappears to be casting aroundfor another �internal solution�,another effort at shuffling thecards of the Six-County Stateand hoping that good luck orwhatever will deal a betterhand. Tony Blair and BertieAhern are leading off in a newround of talks and negotiationsto try once more to square thecircle.When the StormontAgreement of 1998 wasannounced we were told it was�Sunningdale for slow learn-ers�. What had been producedin Sunningdale in 1973,power-sharing, all-Irelandbodies, etc had been rejectedby both Republicans andUnionists at the time.To consider solving theproblem with another �internalsettlement� is to continue to godown a road which we allknow to be a cul-de-sac, ablind alley, a dead end. Whatkind of slow learners or dimwits, one can ask, propose todo this again? Are Blair andAhern, Paisley, Trimble,Adams and Durkan really suchdunderheads?
The answer is that they arenot. They will try the impossi-ble once more, because theyrefuse to face the reality. Andthe reality is this.The State of �NorthernIreland� came into being in1922 when the Government ofWestminster and the Orangefaction in Ulster sat down andcarried out a crude sectarianhead-count of all nine coun-ties. The number of Catholicsand the number of Protestantswere carefully counted, dis-trict by district and county bycounty.A totally artificial Statewas created, dividing the his-toric province of Ulster and ofcourse the island-nation ofIreland. A new frontier line cutAntrim, Down, Derry,Armagh, Tyrone andFermanagh off from the rest ofIreland, with a safe 65%-35%Unionist majority over thenationalists and Republicans.It was thus that this artifi-cial, unnatural State of SixCounties came into existence.As the 26-County Free State

was allowed to secede fromdirect London rule, Englandmaintained a bridgehead inIreland by bringing into beinga new contrived state based ona sectarian head-count.Derry City was cut offfrom its Donegal hinterland,Dundalk was separated fromits Armagh and Down hinter-land, as a sectarian state, withno basis in history, geographyor culture was established. It isan artificial entity, which can-not be made to work.
The answer or solution tothe problem is to set aboutreuniting both Ulster andIreland, undoing the wronginflicted on Ireland in theinterests of British imperial-ism. �Ulster has sufferedenough,� the loyalists tell us.Indeed, Ulster has suffered fartoo much, and so has all ofIreland and England for thatmatter.We must not be led downthe cul-de-sac of anotheramended, dishonest GoodFriday Agreement. It is time toface reality and not condemnfuture generations to more suf-fering and distress.The Unionists constitute18% of the population ofIreland and they should never

have been allowed to exercisea veto over the other 82%.They were the tools of Britishimperialism in 1922 but areprobably an embarrassmentnow.A free and united Irelandmust be our goal, if we are toend the agony of both Unionistand Nationalist communities.We will be told that �NorthernIreland is a divided society�.Of course it is. It was planned,designed and created to be sothe very first day.Completely new structuresmust be devised for the 32Counties. Joint authority byLondon and Dublin wouldonly prolong the instability.And a takeover by Dublin

would be unthinkable.We need a British declara-tion of intent to withdraw in anorderly fashion and a con-stituent assembly representingevery county in Ireland to drafta new all-Ireland constitution.Republican Sinn Féin wouldbring its ÉIRE NUA plan for afederal Ireland of fourprovinces to that assembly.
In doing all of this, nobodyshould be humiliated. IrishRepublicanism is based on ahuman generosity and WolfeTone's teaching of the com-mon name of Irish man. Weneed one another, Protestant,Catholic and Dissenter, to cre-ate the New Ireland. 
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DÁITHÍ Ó CONAILL
COMMEMORATIONJanuary 1, 2003
New Year's Day

Assemble: 
Gates of

Glasnevin
Cemetery, Dublin

12.45pm

SEÁN SABHATCOMMEMORATION
Sunday, January 4Mount St LawrenceLimerick

Assemble:Bedford Row12.45pm
IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFT!

How to break the deadlock
SO, the elections in the Six Counties have pro-duced another stalemate, another deadlock. Isanybody really surprised?

� Republican Sinn Féin�s boycott call for the Stormont elections, as seen on ClonardStreet, west Belfast � analysis on page 3 inside.



CUMANN na Saoirse Náisiúnta will hold its ninthannual Michael Flannery Testimonial AwardsDinner at the Astorian World Manor in Queens,New York on Friday January 30th 2004. Brian Mór Ó Baoighill, Veteran Irish Republican leader, willreceive the 2004 Michael Flannery Award. Angela Reilly, a lifelong Irish Republican and humanitarian,

will be honored with the 2004 Pearl Flannery Award. John Devane from Limerick, one of Ireland's leading politi-cal activists' defence lawyers, will deliver the keynote address. An ad-journal will be produced to commemorate the event. The Theme for the 2004 will be: �Today's Wild Geese� and�Ethnic Cleansing�. For more information go to: nifcmem@optonline.net or call718-326 -3359 or 732-441-3679.
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I would like to join Republican SinnFéinBa mhaith liom bheith i mo bhall de Sinn Féin Poblachtach

Ainm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Seoladh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Tel: . . . . . . . . . . . .Age (if under 21). . . . Send to: Teach Dáithí Ó Conaill223 Parnell Street, Dublin 1Teil: 01-872 9747; Facs: 01-8729757.or 229 Falls Road, Belfast e-mail: saoirse@iol.ie http://rsf.ieor contact your local paper seller fordetails

For a fullBritish 
withdrawalfrom 

Ireland

OUR AIMS
For a full British withdrawal fromIreland . . . The establishment of atrue 32-County FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISTREPUBLIC . . . The establishment ofa new all-Ireland parliament, com-pletely outside the present partitionistset-up, to oversee the running of thenew neutral non-aligned Ireland . . . 

OUR HISTORY
Formed in 1905 . . . We are the oldestpolitical organisation in the country .. . Organised throughout the 32Counties . . . We have continuouslyrejected the failed political entities ofthe Six and 26 Counties in existencesince the British partitioned our country . . .

� is committed to supporting prisoners for which  CABHAIR is responsible
� is generating publicity in support of Irish national independence. 

We need your support. Our website address is:
http://irishfreedom.net

GearrscØalta

SAOIRSE January editionpublished 7/1/2004

Results of Dublin raffle
NOVEMBER Draw results were as follows: 1st prize ticket no
211; 2nd prize 252; 3rd prize 219; 4th prize 368; 5th prize 407;
6th prize 441; 7th prize 61; 8th prize 484 . 

National Draw Results 2003Iú Duais: Ticket no 12066, Two All-Ireland Tickets and �500,N Breslin, c/o Joe O�Neill.2ú Duais: Ticket no 11374, �500, J Hyland, Tallaght, Dublin.3ú Duais: Ticket no 2589, �300, F Flanagan, Roscommon.4ú Duais: Ticket no 13178, Framed picture, S McGarvey,London.5ú Duais: Ticket no 9678, Bodhrán, E Daly, Carnlough, CoAntrim.

CABHAIR denies SpecialCourt allegationsIN A statement on November 28, CABHAIR(Irish Republican Prisoners Dependants' Fund)said:�A report in the Irish Times (November 20) has beenbrought to the attention of the Central Committee of CAB-HAIR which stated that donations had been demanded fromlicensed premises in the Dublin area �. . . to be applied for pris-oners' wives and families of prisoners in Portlaoise�.�We wish to state that no such donations have beenreceived by CABHAIR, nor would such donations be accept-ed by us under any circumstance. Our funds come solely fromfunctions, raffles and donations from supporters of the prison-ers.�Commemoration inPortlaoise JailON Sunday, November 16 Republican prisonersheld a commemoration in the exercise yard ofPortlaoise jail. An oration was delivered by one the men recalling thesupreme sacrifice made by the Edentubber Martyrs inNovember 1957 and also by Volunteers Seán Campbell andJim Loughrie in 1975, but also more recently by Kevin (Kiddo)Murray. Kevin would have been well known and respected by mostof the men present due to the circumstances surrounding hisdeath. Kevin died in November 2001 due to an illness he devel-oped whilst incarcerated in Portlaoise Gaol. He had never received proper medical attention and it wasonly when his condition worsened to such an extent that he hadonly weeks to live that he was released and allowed to die inhis own home in the company of his family and friends. We donot need to be reminded that this was not an act of compassionbut more of a bid to save face by the authorities who did notwant him to die while in their care. After the oration a decade of the rosary was recited inGaelic and a two minute silence was observed.Fermanagh man bailedREPUBLICAN Mickey Lavelle of Donagh, CoFermangh was released on bail fromMaghaberry prison on December 1 after ninemonths in custody.His wife, Mary and son Emmet are also on bail ontrumped-up charges that followed a three-day siege of theDonagh area by Crown Forces last February. Another son,Michael junior, was badly beaten by RUC/PSNI officers dur-ing the terror raids.Pleanáil ar bhonn teangaAG labhairt ar cheist na pleanála agus na Gaeilge, dúirt RuairíÓ Brádaigh, Uachtarán Sinn Féin Poblachtach, ar 20úSamhain, 2003 go n-admhaíonn Sinn Féin Poblachtach gobhfuil deacrachtaí ann maidir le cead pleanála áitiúla ar imeallna Gaeltachta, ach mar sin féin go seasann Sinn FéinPoblachtach le prionsabal srianta ar phleanáil ar bhonn teangaa bheith ann.�D'fhéadfadh cúmhacht an airgid an Ghaeltacht ar fad ascrios le h-imeacht aimsire dá ligtí le fórsaí an mhargaidh dul iréim gan bac. Beidh lucht an airgid in-uachtar in a dtíthe mhóraagus a dtíthe samhraidh folamha ar fud na Gaeltachta.�Ar Oileán Mhuir-nIocht, atá fé riail Shasana, tá srianta arbhonn cónaithe ar cheannach sealúchais. Sa Bheilg, tír dá-theangach, tá rialacha agus socraithe i bhfeidhm maidir ledaoine ón réigiún labhartha Fraincíse ag dul ag ceannach títhenó suíomhanna sa réigiún labhartha Pléimeanaise agus viceversa.�Ar Oileáin na Corsaice is mionlach iad muintir naCorsaice in a dtír féin anois de bhárr airgead Francach a bhei-th ag ceannach roimhe leis na blianta. Tá an-chuid de mhuintiran oileáin in a gcónaí i ndeisceart na Fraince thart ar Nice agusMarseilles agus fiú i bPáras in-ionad in a dtír féin.�Is mar sin a bhéas muintir na Gaeltachta san am atá leteacht má ligtear do lucht an airgid brú ar aghaidh gan choscgan cheangal. Ní bheidh sé ar chumas na h-óige sa Ghaeltachtsuíomhanna nó tithe a cheannach.�

A colour party of Na
Fianna Éireann led the parade
and  Des Dalton, Vice
President of Sinn Féin
Pobhlachtach and a candidate
for Athy in the forthcoming
local elections chaired the
proceedings. Wreaths were laid onbehalf of all the areas repre-sented. The oration was deliv-ered by ex-POW JosephineHayden, Dublin who said thatthe courage and commitmentof Kevin Barry who, at 18years old and facing the hang-man, sent a message to hiscomrades to �Hold on andstick to the Republic�. She continued �We arestill holding on and holdingout for the Republic that heand his comrades gave their

lives for. Terence McSwiney,Joseph Murphy and MichaelFitzgerald died on hungerstrike just a few weeks prior toKevin being hanged. Sixty-one years later 10more men died on hungerstrike for the same ideals.Strange how history repeatsitself � how history has torepeat itself when the Britishestablishment cannot bringitself to admit to the wrongsthey have inflicted on the Irishpeople. �The British have triedevery dirty trick in the book tobury the Irish nation. But theyhave never succeeded in spiteof the assistance rendered bythe native traitor/collaboratorand they never will becausethere are still those whobelieve in the Irish Republic

and are willing to fight on forthat goal.�The similarities betweenthe 1920s and now are uncan-ny. A year after Kevin's mur-der by the British we had a sit-uation in Ireland whereby thenative traitors/collaboratorswere actively assisting theBritish in murdering Irishmen.Irishmen they had fought sideby side with to rid the countryof the very invader that they

were now assisting. Today wehave the Provos, formerRepublicans, willing collabo-rators in upholding, andindeed administering, Britishrule in Ireland.    �The corrupt system in theFree State is never going todeliver the Irish Republicdeclared at Easter 1916.Neither is Stormont. KevinBarry could never haveaccepted the partitioning ofhis country. He would neverhave accepted the normaliza-tion of British rule and all thatgoes with it. I say this withconviction because of his con-victions. �At just 18 years he waswilling to give his life for hiscountry. He could have savedhimself by informing on hisIRA comrades. But no hechose the honourable path �always a hard path. The free-dom and independence of ourcountry is not yet won anduntil it is we must continue onthat path.�

�Hold on and stick to the Republic�
REPUBLICANS from Kildare, Dublin, Dundalk,Offaly and Wexford gathered in Rathvilly, CoCarlow on November 16 to pay their respects toKevin Barry who was murdered by the British onNovember 1, 1920.

� Josephine Hayden.

Ninth Michael Flannery Testimonial Award Dinner

British CrownForces targetedON November 24 a 100lb bomb was planted atKillymeal Road British army base in Dungannon,Co Tyrone. According to the Irish News a man who said he was speakingon behalf of the Continuity IRA had earlier phoned a priest say-ing that a car bomb has been left at the base.Two RUC/PSNI members were treated for shock when thedevice partially detonated.Also on November 24 shots were fired at an RUC/PSNI bar-racks on the Newry Road in Armagh city. No one was injured.
� (right) Crown Forces at the scene of the attack.
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�Because it was debarredfrom the election by the polit-ical test oath required of can-didates for nomination,Republican Sinn Féin calledfor either a boycott of thepolls or a spoiling of votes.�We would not (a) disownpublicly the organisations ofthe Republican Movementand (b) deny the right of theIrish people to resist Englishrule in Ireland and were there-fore excluded from what wasnot a free and fair election.�For our part we are satis-fied that 170,000 voters didnot register and at that theturnout was significantlydown throughout the SixCounties while the number of

spoiled votes has not beenrevealed.�Tens of thousands ofleaflets were distributed byour members and hundreds ofposters displayed as well asslogans painted. AnAgreement which is based ona sectarian headcount and isan artificially contrivedmethod to govern an artificialstatelet cannot survive in thelong run.�A nine-county Ulsterwithin a four-province federa-tion, with optimum devolu-tion within the provinces, isthe only way forward. It willprovide power and decision-making to all communitiesand sections of the people of Ireland. �Yet again the artificial means to copper-fasten

English rule here has met withfailure. It is time to considerother alternatives.�The largest percentagedrops in turnout for theStormont election across the18 constituencies onNovember 26 were in Mid-Ulster (9.19% down), Foyle(8.34%), Upper Bann(7.94%), South Down(7.66%), Newry and Armagh(6.73%), Fermanagh (6.32%),West Tyrone (5.58%). Thisdecrease in the number ofpeople turning out to vote wason a much smaller register, as170,000 voters did not regis-ter, despite the production of alate, amended register.
There was news manage-ment of the election countswith the media being exclud-ed from the actual count cen-tres. Also the numbers ofspoiled votes in each con-stituency were not published.Free and fair elections? Don�tthink so.

RSF satisfied with election outcome � time to consider alternatives
IN A statement on November 28, President,Republican Sinn Féin said that the final outcomeof the Stormont assembly election indicates adeadlock as far as the Agreement is concerned.Republican Sinn Féin said at the outset five-and-a-half years ago that the Agreement was not asettlement and would not work in the medium tolong-term.

�At the Boycott Stormont elections press conference in Republican Sinn Féin�sBelfast office on November 18 (left to right) Leo Martin, Belfast, Micky McGonigle,Dungiven, Geraldine Taylor, Belfast, Ruairí Ó Brádaigh, President and FrankMcCarry, Ballycastle.

Local election candidateSeán O'Neill from Prospectsaid that Clarina Park inBallinacurra Weston area ofthe city has the potential tobecome a showpiece estatewith the assistance of theLimerick City Council. �The estate is ideallyplaced to become a showpiecefor the city but a lack of inter-

est by the powers that be inthe Council is allowing thearea to slide towards becom-ing an eyesore,� he said.�We are now calling forurgent remedial action toensure that Clarina Park ismaintained as an estate wherethe children can play in safety. �In order to ensure theirsafety, we are calling for the

provision of traffic slowingramps in Clarina Avenue �the traffic must be slowed inorder to avoid danger toyoung children and elderlyresidents. �The whole area adjacentto Clarina Park � which isnow almost a derelict site �must be developed as a parkfor young children.It could beturned into an ideal play area. �These measures can beundertaken for very little costand in return the Councilwould have a showpieceestate where children couldplay in safety and residentenjoy a new open park area.

RUAIRÍ Óg ÓBrádaigh, PublicityOfficer, RepublicanSinn Féin said onNovember 20 that aRepublican Sinn Féin

supporter in Armaghcity was threatened athis home by two mem-bers of theProvisionals onNovember 18. A 19-year-old youth wasat home with his mother whentwo men knocked on his door,accused him of pulling downProvisional election postersand warned him �they wouldbe back�. The men have beenidentified as two Provisionalsfrom the Dungannon area. �Republican Sinn Féinwill not be intimidated bythese bullyboy tactics, neither

will we be deterred in callingfor people to reject this unde-mocratic Stormont electionby boycotting the polls orspoiling their vote,� he said.Meanwhile, it wasbrought to the attention ofRepublican Sinn Féin inNewry in the week coming upto the British elections thatthe Provisionals had beenintimidating Nationalistyouth in the Newry area inorder to secure their votes.  �Provisional Sinn Feinmembers, afraid that theseyoung people would not vote,claimed that they wouldknow whether they voted and

indeed how they voted,� aspokesperson for the WillieStewart/Joe Conway Cumannsaid.�While they may keeprecord of who does/does notenter polling stations theclaim that informationregarding how people vote isavailable to the Provos isridiculous. �The young peopleinvolved were scared to comeforward individually, but inmaking the situation knownto Republican Sinn Fein haveshown that they are not pre-pared to accept this treatment.We would like to commend

them for their ability to thinkfor themselves, to take a standagainst this intimidation andto recognise that such behav-iour is unacceptable. �We in Republican SinnFein condemn this attempt bythe Provos to take advantageof the youth and perceivedvulnerability of members ofthe community.  We wouldappeal to the youth to rejectthe partitionist institution atStormont, to reject therepackaged RUC and to rejectthe false claims that theStormont Agreement is theonly way forward.  �The truth is that it is no

way forward at all; it isreform of the present Britishset-up in the North of Irelandand will never secure a lastingand just peace.  
�We in the trueRepublican Movement havean alternative in our Eire Nuaprogramme, a four provinceFederal Socialist Republic ofIreland with real power vest-ed in the people.  Our propos-al offers equality and justicefor all, but most importantly itoffers freedom and securesthe right of the Irish people togovern Ireland and controltheir own destiny.�

Provoattemptedintimidationin Armagh,Newry

Urgent action needed for Limerick estate
A NEW improvement plan involving traffic man-agement and the provision of playing facilities forchildren must be devised for the Clarina Parkarea of the city if the locality is to be saved frombecoming an urban eyesore, the LimerickCumann of Republican Sinn Féin stated onNovember 21. 

Desmond McCormickfrom north Belfast died inOctober. The 41-year-oldfather-of-four was said to bea respected member of theRepublican organization.In a statement the CIRAsaid: �Desmond McCormick

was a committed Republican,but more importantly, he wasa faithful Republican. Hissudden death was a shock tohis comrades and his manyfriends in Ireland.�Desmond repudiatedEnglish rule in his country

and stood firm on the funda-mental Republican position.�Desmond McCormick'sfuneral took place in SacredHeart Church and he wasburied in Milltown Cemetery.He is survived by his wifeKaren and four children.A spokesperson for theCIRA added: �On behalf ofthe leadership of the CIRAwe offer our deepest condo-lences to his family.�

CIRA honour north Belfast Volunteer
THE Continuity IRA fired a volley of shots overa picture of a recently-deceased north BelfastVolunteer in a public show of strength for theorganisation.

Geraldine McNamara,Ard Comhairle, fromTipperary town, said that theproposal, while aimed at sin-gle parents, will instead affect

a wide range of vulnerablepeople who depend on rentsubsidy. �There can be no greatsavings from this decision not

to pay rent allowance for atleast six months - it will onlyadd to the hardship and suffer-ing of already deprived andsocially marginalized people. �It is a backward decisiontaken by an uncaring and outof touch Administration moreinterested in making the richricher at the expense of themost deprived and vulnerablesection of the community andit must be overturned.�

Rent Allowance cuts slammed
THE decision to withhold rent payments for eligi-ble people for up to six months will cost lives,especially those who are vulnerable, separated orwho have barring orders against them, theTipperary Cumann of Republican Sinn Féinwarned on November 14 . 

ON November 27 Des Long,Vice-President, RepublicanSinn Féin said in a statementthat a new style nerve gas thatdoes not cause any lastingphysical harm but producesinternal body pain was beingused by Israeli forces against

Palestinians and called onpeople to turn out for theweekend protest at ShannonAirport. Des Long from ShannonBanks in Corbally said thatanti-war peace activist MaryKelly addressed the recent

Ard Fheis of Republican SinnFéin and informed delegatesof the new nerve gas beingused in the OccupiedTerritories. �The Israeli forces arebeing backed by theAmerican military and the

American military is usingShannon Airport therefore weare joining in the protest andurging local people to comeout and express their con-cern,� hesaid.�In her address MaryKelly told of her experiencesas a nurse in the Palestinianterritory and how Israeliforces raid the hospitals and

take people away to prison. �She said she could notstand by and do nothing andwhen the 26 CountyAdministration gave permis-sion for the American mili-tary to use Shannon Airportshe felt moved to protest byinvading the Airport andmaking a stand against whatAmerica is doing across the

globe. �We wish to stress that weare conscious that there is awide difference between theAmerican people and theircurrent leaders and we are notanti-American, but it isAmerican imperialism thatwe object to and how it isturning many parts of theworld into a war zone.�

Support Shannon Airport protest



The contemporaryaccounts tell us that after hisexecution on September 20,1803 the Kilmainham Gaolauthorities  buried him inBully's Acre, where paupersand criminals were laid. Sometime later, the body wasexhumed and buried else-where.Throughout the nine-teenth century and even intothe twentieth century, mem-bers of the Emmet family andseveral historians tried tolocate his last resting place.But it is still a mystery.The bicentenary of RobertEmmet, �the darling of Erin�,has revealed a lot about peo-ple's attitudes to the man andhis ideals.The 26-County State inparticular, led by the�Republican Party� of FiannaFáil, has shown just howadept they are at imitation andtokenism. They will do a cer-tain minimal amount by wayof commemoration, justenough for them to get by,while, all the time, in comtra-diction, they collaborate inmaintaining English rule inthe Six Counties.The 26-County PostOffice, An Post, issued aseries of three Emmet com-memorative postage stampson July 29 last. TheirCollectors News, issue 4/03,lists three denominations, 41cent  with a portrait of RobertEmmet, 50 cent with a portraitof Thomas Russell and 57cent with a portrait of AnneDevlin.This  writer bought �20worth of these stamps in thePhilatelic Office in the DublinGPO and has been using themsince. The designs by RobertBallagh are striking and beau-tiful. Each of the multicolourportraits is set against anappropriate background,Dublin Castle, DownpatrickGaol, etc. The legend says�Rebellion of 1803�. I have aproblem with the word�Rebellion� which means an

armed revolt against legiti-mate authority. Irish sepa-ratists have always used theword �Rising�, and in thiscase the legend should read�Éirí Amach 1803�. But then the Irish lan-guage has been downgradedand almost totally obliteratedfrom our postage stamps. Wejust have the token �Nollaig�on the Christmas stamps eachyear or the almost indecipher-able names of some of ournative birds.Now for the mystery.Where are all the stamps?Where have they gone? Have

any of our readers seen them?They are as scarce as thewhite blackbird. Yet, there arepeople in senior positionswho know the answer to thismystery.Plenty of post comes intoour house, five days a week.Apart from one First DayCover sent to me by RichardBehal of Killarney, I havenever seen one of thesestamps in use, other that is,from what I have used myself.Furthermore, I have givennumerous lectures and pre-sentations on Robert Emmet

in the last few months. Oneach occasion I have askedthe audience if they have seenthese stamps. All told, I haveaddressed hundreds of people,people who are obviouslyinterested in the subject, andnot one person has noticedone of these stamps. When Iask the question the responseis not merely in the negative;it is also one of surprise andmystification.There was one exceptionto this. On November 11, Iattended an outstanding lec-ture by Mary Cullen in Dublinon the subject of AnneDevlin. The Chairman wasBrian Ó Cléirigh of theRobert Emmet Society. Therewere 30-40 people present.From the floor I asked the

same, by now almost routine,question about the stamps.There was the same silent,bewildered pause - nobodyknew anything about them.Brian Ó Cléirigh was theexception. He acknowledgedthat, like myself, he had seenone First Day Cover, but hadnot laid eyes on them since.It was not the only inter-esting thing he had to say. Hetold us that the RailwayProcurement Agency, whichhas built the fine new LUASbridge in Dundrum, CoDublin, had been asked to

name it Anne Devlin Bridge.The response was a refusal.

But a statue of Anne Devlin isto be unveiled in Rathfarnhamshortly. We must be gratefulfor small mercies.I was able to tell the meet-ing that the LUAS people andSéamus Brennan, 26-CountyMinister for Transport, hadbeen asked to name the StStephen's Green terminus ofthe LUAS line fromSandyford, EmmetStation/Stáisiún Emmet. Theactual station is being builtjust opposite the spot wherestood the house where Emmetwas born. A statue of Emmet

is just inside the railings ofthe Green. The station willstand between house and stat-ue. The French have for manyyears named stations on theParis Métro after famousartists, writers, statesmen,philosophers and soldiers �eg Pasteur, Zola, Lenoir,Clemenceau, De Gaulle. Wealready have precedents inDublin, with railway stationsnamed in honour of Pearse,Connolly and Heuston, thanksto Todd Andrews, Chairmanof CIÉ in 1966. But an EmmetStation, NO is the officialanswer.A lot has changed since1966 of course. We couldmention the demotion of theteaching of Irish and historyin our schools. We have thefailure to honour in any mean-ingful way our patriot dead.Foreigners ask what day is theday when we officially hon-our our patriot dead, as othercountries do, on their ownspecial day. Nobody seems toknow the answer, except trueRepublicans who know it asEaster Sunday and who paytheir respects in their ownsmall way, closely observedby note-taking Special police.Just as the English PrimeMinister Tony Blair cosies upto the American PresidentGeorge Bush, the 26-CountyAdministration cosies up toJohn Major, Tony Blair orwhoever else representsEnglish rule in Ireland.The façade or pretence of

Republicanism is maintainedby minimalism and tokenism,just a little nod in the direc-tion of our illustrious patriots,but no more, in case it mightupset England's designs for usor �ripen in the hearts ofyoung men the seeds sown bythe young men of a formergeneration� (Pearse atO'Donovan Rossa's funeral).The sham Republicans andtheir spin doctors are dabhands in the art of pretenceand humbug. They can claimthey issued commemorativepostage stamps, but who hasever seen them? It is all whatthe Americans call �phoney�.So, back to the postagestamps and here is the reallybig revelation. According toAn Post's Collectors News,one million of these stampswere printed. But they do notappear to be on general distri-bution. On enquiry at thePhilatelic Office a few daysago I was told that the RobertEmmet stamps will be on saleuntil the end of the year. Afterthat, they could possibly bepulped.A léitheoirí, a chairde,those of you who live in the26 Counties, for yourChristmas mail, please go toyour local Post Office andlook for these Emmet stamps,Product Code 0312 FDC.Emmet Abú.
� Seán ÓBrádaigh

Chronologyof the Rising of 1803 and its aftermath
14 December: Michael Dwyer acceptsterms of surrender (deported as free manon Tellicherry, along with Hugh 'Vesty'Byrne, John Mernagh, 'Big' ArthurDevlin and Martin Burke).
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SPONSORED SWIM

Cards available from 223 Parnell Street,Dublin 1. Teil: Dublin 872 9747

GrGrand Canaland Canal
opposite Blacopposite Blackhorkhorse Innse Inn

IncInchicorhicoree,, DubDublin 8lin 8

CHRISTMAS DAY
12 NOON

Bígí Linn!Bígí Linn!

December is RepublicanPrisoners month � pleasegive generously to yourlocal committee or to theCentral Committee,CABHAIR , 223 ParnellStreet, Dublin 1.

Another Emmet mysteryWhere are all the stamps?
ONE of the great mysteries surrounding RobertEmmet is that we do not know where his bodylies. We cannot pay our grateful respects at hisgrave.

ForTheRecord
Due to lack ofspace, �Forthe Record�isdeferred untilJanuary.

� The missing stamps of the 1803 Rising � have you seen them?

Eddie CarmodycommemorationONE of the largest Republican crowds ever to turn outin Kerry gathered in Ballylongford on November 22 forthe 83rd annual commemoration for Lt EddieCarmody, an IRA quartermaster murdered by theBritish Crown forces in 1920. Led by a colour party and a strong unit of Na Fianna the marchset off from the Carmody Memorial Hall to the memorial at Rusheenjust outside the village where Lt Carmody was shot dead by the Blackand Tans during the War of Independence. The oration was given by Emmet Walsh from Tullamore, CountyOffaly who told the gathering that the people of the Six Counties arebeing fooled by the lies of the Provos. �The fact is the Provos have sold out on the ideal of a new andunited Ireland and they are now administering British rule in Irelandand they have left the nationalist people dismayed and in a state ofconfusion,� he said. �The Provos and their smug self-satisfied leadershave dishonoured Irish Republicanism.�
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Wednesday, October 29,2003: Reports coming in thatscrews in Maghaberry prisonare to step up an overtime banclaiming that prisoners arebetter treated than they are.They also claim that theaction that they are taking isin protest at attacks on theirhomes believed to be carriedout by the UDA.Thursday, October 30,2003: Paint bomb attackswere carried inNewtownabbey, just outsidenorth Belfast, on a number ofhomes; red and blue paint wasused in the attacks that lastedonly a matter of minutes. On house hit in the attackis the home of a 75-year-oldwidow Ellen Denvir. It isbelieved the attack was thework of the loyalists from theRathcoole area. Not far from here on theMill Road a shop wasattacked by petrol bombers, acar was also burned out.Friday, October 31,2003: The North Belfast Newscarried a front page story thatthe Belfast Education andLibrary Board (BELB) hasemployed Jim Potts, a formerGlenbryn Community worker,as an Outreach Worker to docross-community youth workin its north Belfast area proj-ect. Jim Potts was one of themost prominent and leadingfigures in the loyalist block-ade of the Holy Cross GirlsPrimary School in 2001 innorth Belfast. Potts, along with fiveother men was charged onSeptember 3, 2001 withunlawfully fighting and mak-ing an affray, the day the chil-dren went back to school.Potts was ordered to stayaway from the protest. However all chargesagainst him were laterdropped. The paper went on:[but] the allocation of the for-mer worker in the offices ofthe so-called concerned resi-dents of upper Ardoyne(CRUA) has outraged youthworkers from Nationalistareas of north Belfast whohave blasted the BELB. Jim Potts yesterday con-firmed he would be startinghis new job on Monday. Butadded he did not know whatthe job entailed yet.The BELB also confirmedthe controversial decision.The Board added �We canconfirm that Jim Potts hasrecently been appointed to thepost of Outreach DetachedWorker for the North Belfastarea project. This is a tempo-rary training post held untilAugust 2004.�The North Belfast Newswent on to say: �We under-stand the members of theNorth Belfast ProvidersForum held an emergencymeeting on Thursday eveningto discuss the issue and areexpected to make a statement.The job, with a salary ofbetween £13,665 to £14,295,carries in its description to

�work with young people andassist in enabling them todevelop a suitable range ofpersonal and social skills�. Itcontinues, �With the assignedgeographical area, the traineewill assist in the assessmentof needs; provide advice andsupport; liase between localcommunity groups; assist inthe development of outreachwork; support local communi-ty work and work with youngpeople, particularly youngpeople at risk�.Ardoyne Youth workerStephen Hughes said he couldnot believe the BELB�sappointment and threatened towithdraw from BELB events.�How does this demon-strate the BELB commitmentto best practices and bestvalue youth provision?� hesaid.   Friday night wasHalloween night and loyalistyouths used the cover of hun-dreds of fireworks going offto target nationalist houses inAlliance Avenue. Fireworkswere fired over the so-calledpeace line. One man had alucky escape when a fireworkstruck him in the chest as hestood at his door. This type ofactivity carried on all night.Saturday, November 1,2003: On Saturday night theRUC/PSNI claimed to havefound a handgun in a flat in aloyalist area of York Road innorth Belfast.Sunday, November 2,2003: A statement from theUDA today has claimed theyhad nothing to do with attackson the homes of screws.There are also reports thatscrews at Maghaberry prisonhave threatened to walk out ofthe prison within the next fewdays claiming that the prison-ers are better treated than theyare. Monday, November 3,2003: There are claims todaythat staff working in DunnesStores on the Crumlin Road innorth Belfast have beenordered by management notto wear poppies. In a state-ment Dunnes Stores have saidthat 'as a matter of companypolicy wearing of any politi-cal symbol by members ofstaff at work is not permitted'. The Store has only beenopened for two months andhas witnessed confrontationsbetween loyalists and nation-alists shopping there!Loyalists have demandedthat nationalists shoppingthere should shop instead inthe Dunnes Stores at the ParkCentre in west Belfast.A firebomb attack on ahouse in the early hours ofthis morning has turned out tobe an attack on the home of aformer screw. The attack tookplace in the Newtownabbeyarea just outside north Belfast.Damage was caused to thefront door.Monday afternoon waswitness to screws atMaghaberry calling off theirthreatened walkout. It'sbelieved the screws backed

down after a letter from BritMinister Jane Kennedy thatthreatened them with legalaction.Wednesday, November5, 2003: There were reportson Wednesday night of yetmore trouble withinMaghaberry prison.It's believed a number ofnon-political prisonerswrecked their cells and fireswere started for the secondtime in as many days.Thursday, November 6,2003: Maghaberry prisonscrews have stated this after-noon that after a meeting withBrit Minister of occupationJane Kennedy this morningnothing has changed.A spokesman said later noone wants to know about theplight of �Prison Officers-Screws� and their families. Itis not known at this stagewhat action the screws willtake next. It should be remem-bered that the screws would,without doubt, targetRepublican POWs for whatthey see as payback.Friday, November 7,2003: Republican POWs inMaghaberry prison today saidclaims made by some mem-bers of the press that prisonersaligned to Republican POWshad wrecked their cells inrecent days were not true. In a phone call to theBelfast Office of Republican

Sinn Féin today thespokesperson for the POWsstated that they had not takenpart in the recent protest car-ried out within the prison. Healso added �its clear the presshave set out to mislead or theythemselves have been mis-led�. It was reported earlier thisweek that prisoners hadwrecked their cells and theunjust regime at Maghaberryseemed to point the finger atRepublican POWs. No cellswere wrecked in Lagan whereRepublican prisoners are nowheld.Sunday, November 9,2003: There are reportstonight of a shooting near theupper Springfield Road inwest Belfast. It is believedthat a number of people wereinjured in the shooting thattook place in a loyalist area ofthe upper Springfield Roadaround 8pm.Monday, November 10,2003: It has become clear thatloyalists carried out the shoot-ing in the Springfield Road inwest Belfast last night. It isbelieved that four men wereshot in the legs in the loyalistHighfield area.Wednesday, November12, 2003: A pipe bomb wasfound at the home of TinaGallagher, who lives in theKerrera Street in Ardoyne.Mother of three, Tina is a par-

ent of pupils of Holy CrossPrimary Girls School.There is no doubt thatTina's home and family weretargeted by loyalists thatwould know her from walkingto the Holy Cross school onthe Ardoyne Road, with otherparents.The Gallagher home isclose to the Crumlin Road andit's believed at this stage thatthe pipe bomb was thrown atthe house late on Tuesdaynight or in the early hours ofWednesday morning. Thebomb was not found untilaround 9.30am onWednesday.A claim was made to aBelfast newsroom in which itwas stated that the Red HandDefenders (RHD) carried outthe attack.RHD has very often beena cover name for most loyalistgroups, but mostly in recenttimes by the UDA. Onceagain loyalists have set out tokill or injure the parents ofHoly Cross children and theirfamily members.Thursday, November13, 2003: Thursday was wit-ness to Andre Shoukri, the so-called UDA Brigadier innorth Belfast, winning hisappeal against an armscharge.Shoukri, once one ofJohnny Adair's right handmen before the loyalist feud,

was caught red handed with agun and 30 rounds of ammu-nition in north Belfast inSeptember 2002.Although caught redhanded, there is no doubtShoukri will now walk free inthe next few weeks. This willcome as no surprise toRepublicans who know onlytoo well that if Shoukri was aRepublican he would now belying in a prison cell formany, many years, but, this isBritish justice, and so injus-tice.Friday, November 14,2003: There were reports onFriday of a number of pipebombs, bomb parts and ashotgun as well as drugs anddocuments relating to the LVF(Loyalist Volunteer Force)being found in a house inGlenbrooke Avenue in loyal-ist East Belfast, during anRUC/PSNI raid. One man isbelieved to have been arrest-ed. Saturday, November 15,2003: A man living inSaundersons Court in thenationalist Bone area of OldPark in north Belfast wasshocked to discover that afirebomb had damaged hishome during the night. It'sbelieved at this stage that onlypart of it went off, causingdamage to windows and adoor.The damage wasn't dis-covered until 7.30am onSaturday morning. As yetthere is no claim as to whocarried out this attack, but it isthe second bomb attack with-in a mile in four days. Thefirst attack was carried out inArdoyne and was claimed bythe cover name of RHD, leav-ing little doubt in anyone'smind that this attack is alsothe work of loyalists; nodoubt the UDA.Sunday, November 16,2003: There were reports of anationalist man beingattacked and a baby was alsoinjured by a number of menwho jumped out of a car nearthe Boundary Bar on theShore Road. The BoundaryBar is a nationalist-owned barand has been the target of loy-alists many times down theyears.At this stage it is believedthe nationalist man who wasattacked was beaten withhammers and machetes. Onceagain nationalists in northBelfast are living under theterrible fear of sectarian loyal-ist attack.Monday, November 17,2003: There were reports of abomb scare in St. Anne'sSquare in Belfast city centre.It's believed the scare wascentred round a bag, which itclaimed had two replica gunsin it. Also on Monday, a groupcalling itself the LoyalistAction Force claimed in aphone call it had carried out amurder bid on a Catholic manas he left the Boundary Bar onSunday night. It is clear thatthe name Loyalist ActionForce is being used as a coverfor the local loyalist paramili-

ONE DEAD, FIVE INJURED
IN WEEK OF ATTACKS

A Belfast Chronology

Cont. on page 6.

� The funeral of JamesMcMahon on November 26 pauses near the spot where he waskilled on the banks of the Lagan River in Lisburn, Co Antrim.



Blianta fada ó shin,b'amhlaidh a thug an mheán-scoil a rabhas ag freastaluirthi deis dúinne, scoláirí,páirt a ghlacadh in obairNaomh U de Pól, mar dhul arthuairisc na mbocht. Agustabhair bocht orthu, iad inagcónaí i dtithe a bhíodh agtitim as a chéile, iad céasta agtiarnaí talún gan taise gantrua. Táimse féin fíorbhuíochden scoil chéanna as angcleachtadh sin, nó measaimgur cuid thábhachtach dárgcuid oideachais a bhí ann.
NA SLOMAÍSna tríochaidí den aoisseo caite cuireadh deireadh dena "hiarsmaí úd de dhrochri-ail na Sasanach", mar a deirtí,go háirithe na slomaí i mBaileÁtha Cliath agus iLuimneach. Ach sul má thar-la sin bhí deis againne eolas

maith a chur ar na titheuafásacha sin, agus a bhuí sinden Chumann.Ar na mallaibh, bhí deiscuairte ar Luimneach ag aniriseoir de chuid nuachtán andomhain, nó cuid mhaithdíobh, mar atá VincentBrowne, agus ar fhilleadh arCho Dhún Laoghaire-Ráth anDúin dó, d'eile ach aiste bhreáa scríobh don Sunday

Business Post, a d'fhoilsigh ífaoi dheireadh na Samhna.Cúrsaí tithíochta ináiteanna i gCathair Luimnigha bhí faoi thrácht aige. Tithescriosta. Tithe dóite. Radharcden chineál a d'fheicfeá tar éisbuamála, crith talún, nó a lei-théid, agus gan aon mhíniú aran scéal ach díchoisctheacht.De réir dealraimh, nílspéis dá laghad ag na húdaráisáitiúla sna cúrsaí seo. Nó cábhfuil an lámh chúnta?
IARSMAÍ DEDHROCHRIAILI mBaile Átha Cliath,agus sna bailte móra eile arfud na tíre, tá a gcosúlachtaíar fáil, faraoir, agus is dóchago gcaithfidh muid "iarsmaíde dhrochriail an tSaorstáit" athabairt orthu, mar godeimhin níor fhoghlaim namaithe beaga faic na fríde ódhrochriail na Sasanach sa tírseo.An chúis? Toisc gurcuireadh stop go bródúil leisan réabhlóid náisiúnta sambliain 1921. An Éire s'a-gainne inniu, níl cosúlacht dálaghad aici leis an bpictiúr arinneadh sa bhForógra, 1916.Mar a scríobhas an mhíseo caite, ní féidir linn inárgcoinias féin éalú ó shain-mhiniú ar shaoirse, ar dhaon-

lathas, agus teachtaireachtuilig de chuid Réabhlóid naFraince agus, anseo, cúrsaí1798, 1803, agus 1916,chomh fada agus nach bhfuilliberté, égalité, fraternité ibhfeidhm.An argóint láidir a rinneVincent san aiste úd gur snaceantair sin, atá chomhuafásach bocht, chomhdearóil, gan dóchas ar bith,atá ag fás as cuimse, mí-úsáidna ndrugaí, coirpeacht, nacipí coiriúla, agus an t-aindlí igcoitinne.
GASÚIR GANSMACHTAgus mise ag tiomáintabhaile tar éis seal achaitheamh ag éisteacht lescoth an cheoil Tigh Hughes,Baile Átha Cliath, teach táb-hairne in aice leis na CeithreCúirteanna, feicim godéanach san oíche páistí idircúig agus 10 mbliana d'aoisag rith thart, iad i bhfad ósmacht a dtuistí.Cá bhfuilid siúd, natuistí? Cén fáth nachbhféachann said chuige gombí a gcúram slán sa mbaile,iad ina gcodladh sa leaba, margo gcaithfidh said a bheith inasuí go moch an mhaidin dargcionn, le bricfeasta a ithe,agus a bheith in am don scoil?

Ach cá bhfuil na tuistísin? An amhlaidh a rinne naGardaí riamh na cúrsaí seo achíoradh? Nach bhfuil natuistí freagarthach as agcúram de réir dlí? Nach dtuigeann gachéinne na contúirtí? Is iomaísaol coiriúil a thosaigh lebriseadh isteach i gcarr, nómála láimhe a sciobadh, nó abheith gafa in achrann is agbruíon agus, Dia linn, i marú.
EOCHAIR FAIDHBENuair a bheas 'chuilechúinne scrúdaithe, agus gachaon fhocal ráite acu siúd athuigeann gach rud, dar leo,cén fáth nach gcloiseannmuid ceo dá laghad faoi tháb-hacht an oideachais, leheochair na faidhbe a chasadhinár dtreo?Más fíor do na saineo-laithe, is é atá i gceist inoideachas an duine a thab-hairt chun blátha, nó, len é ará bealach eile, gach cumas,gach scil, gach talann, a fhor-bairt ann, de réir a chéile. Iscóir sin a dhéanamh chomhluath agus is féidir. De gnáth,is muide, na tuistí, a thugannfaoina leithéid, agus an páistedár mbrú, minic go leor.Má theipeann ar na tuistíní féidir leis na húdaráis, deghnáth, ach fanacht go dtí go

ndéanann an páiste freastal aran réamhscoil, an rud abmholta, nó, de ghnáth, atheacht isteach doras na bun-scoile. Ach, dáiríre, an amh-laidh atá córas na bunscoileoiriúnach faoi láthair ledéileáil leis an bhfadhb snaceantair úd, neadrachaí nacoiriúlachta?
FÁILTE ROIMHCHÁCHAn mhí seo chugainn,más áil le Dia, agus má oire-ann sé don Eagarthóir, bamhaith liom plé éigin a thosúar pháirt a ba chóir, dar liom-sa, a bheith ag an mbunscoil iréiteach na faidhbe, agus másann ar bith do mo chuid éis-teoirí, nó léitheoirí, ba bhreáliom go mbeidís siúdpáirteach san argóint.Idir an dá linn, tabhairfaoi deara, a léitheoir, andifríocht a rinne Gaelscoil iBaile Munna i bhfeabhsú antsaoil sa gceantar sin, agusmáguaird.Is fíor go bhfuil go leor ineasnamh ar na ceantairbhochta dhearóla. Is fíor gobhfuil a lán lán eile ledéanamh seachas córas nabunscoile a fheabhsú. Achtús, a dhuine!� Deasún Breatnach
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Iarsmaí
IS IAD na ceantair ina bhíonn daoine caite ró-dhlúth lena chéile na cinn is boichte, agus is móatá tugtha do mhí-úsáid drugaí "siamsacha",mar a thugtar orthu ar na saolta seo. Mar atá séfaiseanta a rá, tá "spás" de dhíth ar an duinedaonna ó am go chéile, agus is dóigh liomsa gurfíor sin.

CHARLIE KERINS COMMEMORATION TRALEE, CO KERRYFRIDAY, DECEMBER 5, Assemble: Pikeman Monument, Denny Street,Tralee, 7.30pm
* * * *

PICKET FOR POLITICAL STATUSGPO, DUBLINSATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 12.45-1.45pmOrganised by Republican Sinn Féin, Leinster
* * * *

REPUBLICAN SINN FÉINANYONE WISHING TO JOIN THE ORGANISATION IN ENGLAND SHOULD WRITE TO:BM 1798LONDON WC1N 3XX
* * * *

IMEACHTAÍ

JOIN FIANNA ÉIREANN

For information on joining apply to
http://fiannaeireann.com

Join 
CUMANN na mBAN

For details contact Máiréad Ní Chaoimh
c/o 223 Parnell Street, Dublin 1

� Vincent Browne.

taries, UDA or UVF.The victim, named asPaul Dervir, is very lucky tobe alive. He lost his left eye inthe attack and suffered a num-ber of long deep cuts to mostof his face, his skin was cutright through to the bonewhen he was hit countlesstimes on the head and facewith a machete. He also hadto have a tooth removed fromhis throat.For the most this murderbid has been played down andonce again theCatholic/Nationalist commu-nity suffer at the hands of sec-tarian loyalism.Tuesday, November 18,2003: Republican Sinn Féinheld a press conference intheir Belfast office on theFalls Road. The press confer-ence was called to outlineRSF's campaign against theundemocratic Stormont elec-tions that will take place onNovember 26. RepublicanSinn Féin called for a boycottas well as a spoil your votepolicy. Tuesday was also wit-ness to a bomb scare nearDonegall Street and RoyalAvenue in Belfast city centre.The scare that later turned outto be a hoax started around3.15pm.Thursday, November20, 2003: Reports onThursday brought news oftwo more attacks by loyalists

on nationalist men in Belfast.The latest now brings thenumber of sectarian attacks tothree. But, one of the attacksthat saw a west Belfast manbadly beaten, started when hewas arrested by theRUC/PSNI; the 19-year-oldtold the Andersonstown Newsthat he left a city centre night-club and started to make hisway home when he wasstopped by the RUC/PSNI,who told him he fitted thedescription of a man theywere looking for. He went on�I was told to get into thejeep, they closed the doorsand started driving. Theyasked me where was I going. Itold them I was going to theClen Road. After driving forabout five minutes they said itwas ok, I was free to go. �When they opened theback doors of the jeep I was inan estate I didn't know orrecognise. A crowd of aboutfive or six men came runningaround the corner towardsme. I ran and tried knockingon a few doors but no oneanswered. That is about all Iremember, apart from wakingup in hospital. I have frac-tured skull and 10 staples tomy head and I am covered inbruises, my clothes were tornoff me. I just want to warnpeople to be careful.�The man's solicitorMichael Flanagan said that hewould be contacting theOmbudsman with a view to

taking a civil action againstthe RUC/PSNI.Another man, LeeMcCandless was found badlybeaten on Sunday night nearthe interface on theSpringfield Road at LanarkWay, in west Belfast. It'sbelieved that 33-year-old LeeMcCandless suffered horrifichead injuries and have toundergo emergency surgery.McCandles, from ForfarStreet, also had to have part ofhis brain removed after a mas-sive haemorrhage, resultingfrom his injuries.The RUC/PSNI laterarrested four people in con-nection with the attack on LeeMcCandless, but all werereleased without charge.Friday, November 21,2003: Yet another attack byloyalists has seen a youngnationalists man beaten todeath. This time the attacktook place in the Lisburn areaand the victim JamesMcMahon was targeted in theHancock Street area, close tohis home, after a night outwith friends. Up to threemasked men with baseballbats beat the 21-year-old tothe ground and then beat himaround the head. This was onThursday night; JamesMcMahon lost his fight forlife on Friday afternoon. Histwo friends escaped and ranfor help. As with all suchattacks on the nationalistcommunity, this attack toowas played down.Saturday, November 22,

2003: A woman and man whohad just left a Club on theCrumlin Road to walk to theirhome in the Mountain Viewarea, were attacked and beat-en near the Ardoyne shops, bya number of men who got outof two cars.On hearing the cries forhelp, a number of nationalistswent to the couple's aid, asthey got to the front of theshops, the men jumped backinto the cars and drove offdown the loyalist Wood Valetowards the Shankill Road.Once again nationalistsmaking their way home aftera night out have fallen victimto loyalists, out looking formurder. There is little doubtthat all these attacks areorganised and those carryingthem out are using the name�Loyalist Action Force�(LAF).The question is which oneof the loyalist groups is usingthis cover name.The answernationalists will tell you istake  your pick! Tension innationalist areas is high; thefear in the air is very real, thedark nights adding to theirfears.
Sunday, November 23,2003: Sunday passed withoutany reports of troublealthough the tension and fearin the air stayed very heavyover the nationalist communi-ty. Little surprise after a weekthat saw one nationalist mur-dered and another fiveinjured.

Cont. from page 5.
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Rugadh agus tógadh é i
nDroichead na Bandan agus ba
bhall dílis den Eaglais Mhodhach
é. Duine fíor-uasal i bhí i Risteard,
Gael go smior, agus is minic a
roinn sé a chríonnacht agus a
intleacht linne i nGluaiseacht na
Poblachta.

D'fhéadfadh sé a bheith cros-
ta agus cáinteach linn in amanna,
go háirithe má bhíomar faillíoch
sa Ghaeilge nó i gcás gur cheap sé
go raibh ruainne ar bith den

seicteachas ag baint lenár n-iom-
par. Nílimid dan locht, agus ní
fhéadfaí a rá nach raibh an ceart
aige ó am go chéile.

Thar aon ní eile, chuir an t-
éitheach agus an cur i gcéill fearg
air. Thuig sé dáiríreacht na
Gluaiseachta agus mhol sé ÉIRENUA go hard. Bhí Ruairí Ó
Brádaigh i láthair ar a shochraid.

Solas síoraí na bhFlaitheas go
lonraí ar Risteard, Gael a raibh
uaisleacht anama ó nádúr ann.

Risteard Ó GlaisneFUAIR Risteard Ó Glaisne, Corcaíoch,Gaeilgeoir, Scríbhneoir agus Tír-ghráthóir bás imí na Samhna.

� Risteard Ó Glaisne



The first session on Saturday con-sisted of workshops, in a return to theformat which was dropped the previ-ous year so that delegates could votein the Nice referendum. There was agood attendance at each of the work-shops on Political Policy, Social &Economic, Prisoners, InternationalAffairs, Organisation, Activities andthe Constitution & Rules andSAOIRSE, Education and Culture.The workshop formula allows dele-gates to examine the Ard-Fheis Clárand propose amendments to the ple-nary session later on and gives anopportunity to young delegates tocontribute to the discussion and buildup their confidence to address the ple-nary sessions.Before the first plenary session,in a private session of the Ard-Fheis,the Secretary's Report, financialreports from Ard-Oifig, SAOIRSEand Irish Freedom Press were givento the Ard-Fheis by Peig King, JohnO'Connor, Líta Ní Chathmhaoil andJosephine Hayden respectively. Thiswas followed by addresses from otherRepublican organizations, CAB-HAIR (Irish Republican Prisoners'Dependants Fund), Cumann na mBanand Na Fianna Éireann.Following these the plenary ses-sion on Political Policy, chaired byMary Ward, Donegal got underwayand delegates passed motions reaf-firming the commitment ofRepublican Sinn Féin �to the re-establishment of the All-IrelandRepublic proclaimed in 1916, andasserts the right of the Irish people tofull freedom and nationhood anddenies any English claim to rule inany part of Ireland�. The motion,which was submitted by the WolfeTone Cumann, Dublin and the JoeConway-Willie Stewart Cumann,Newry/Dundalk also called on theBritish government to �remove itsmilitary, civil and political establish-ments from our country and thisenable the people of Ireland to live inpeace and harmony�. A motion supporting the right ofthe Irish people to use controlled anddisciplined force to achieve Irish free-dom from Comhairle Uladh and theDáithí Ó Conaill Cumann, Monaghanwas also passed unanimously and del-egates instructed the incoming ArdChomhairle to �continue andstrengthen a campaign highlightingthe continued occupation of Irelandby British military and political per-sonnel�.A motion from theCarroll/O'Donovan Cumann, Dublincalled for the �naming and shaming�of members of the British PolicePartnership Boards in the SixCounties, especially those comingfrom nationalist areas in the Occupiedarea was passed as was another fromthe Seán Sabhat Cumann, Omaghurged Republicans to treat the DistrictPolicing Partnership and PolicingBoards �with the contempt theydeserve, as arms of the British colo-nial police force�.The McKelvey-Steele Cumann,Belfast proposed a motion calling onRepublican Sinn Féin to �highlightour policy documents and to promotethe ÉIRE NUA document as the onlyalternative to the StormontAgreement� and Geraldine Taylor,Belfast Ard Chomhairle memberreminded delegates of the importanceof this policy and said that not enoughwas being done nationally to bring it

to the attention of the Irish people.The Ard-Fheis passed aComhairle Uladh motion opposingany proposed visit to Ireland of theBritish Queen and one fromComhairle Laighean and the JoeMcDonnell Cumann, Dublin castigat-ing RTÉ as the 26-County Statebroadcaster for carrying recruitmentads for the British Occupation Forces,ie for the British colonial police force,the RUC/PSNI.A number of motions concerningthe GAA were on the Clár, showingthe deep commitment manyRepublicans have to Gaelic Gamesand the disappointment felt in someof the decisions the GAA have madein recent years, diluting their stand onthe National Question and Irishnationhood.One from Kildare ComhairleCeantair expressed �unequivocalopposition to the staging of Gaelicfootball matches between the forcesof the British Crown and the 26-County police and army, which areheld in an attempt to normalize theBritish military and policing presencein Ireland�. The motion went on tocall on Croke Park to state publicly ifthe �so-called �British CombinedServices� football team is an affiliatedclub of the GAA�.A motion from the McKelvey-Steele Cumann, Belfast and the WolfeTone Cumann, Dublin deplored theactions of the Armagh and Tyronefootball teams in bringing the SamMaguire Cup to the British colonialinstitution at Stormont and called onall future winners in the Six Countiesto refrain from doing so was passedby delegates as was a motion from theSeán Sabhat Cumann, Omagh con-demning the decision of the GAA todrop Rule 21.A motion from the Joe Conway-Willie Stewart Cumann, Newry-Dundalk instructing the incomingArd Chomhairle to contact the GAAHQ and appeal to them to refrainfrom organising matches on EasterSunday so that GAA members couldattend commemorations to Ireland'spatriot dead was passed.Several motions on the Anglo-American war in Iraq were discussed.A Comhairle Ceantair Átha Cliathmotion denouncing the handing overof Shannon Airport �to American andBritish warmongers� and calling onthe US and Britain to withdraw fromIraq without delay was passed. The Ard-Fheis passed a resolu-tion saluting Mary Kelly, who waspresent, and the other anti-wardemonstrators �who gave a practicaldemonstration of the people's opposi-tion to the US/British-led imperialistinvasion of Iraq�.Two motions on electoral strategywere also debated, the first from theArd Chomhairle and RoscommonComhairle Ceantair called for maxi-mum support to be forthcoming fromall areas in the local elections in the26 Counties in 2004 and the secondfrom Kildare Comhairle Ceantair andComhairle Laighean  which called onall areas to select candidates andmake preparations for the forthcom-ing local elections. Both resolutionswere passed and speakers hammeredhome the importance of beinginvolved with local communities andworking for local people. The Ard-Fheis adjourned for thenight and a most enjoyable socialfunction was held that evening.

The first session on Sunday wasprivate. Chaired by JosephineHayden, motions on Organisation andActivities and Constitution and Ruleswere discussed and some changesmade which must be implemented inthe coming year. The Ard-Fheisagreed to launch a recruitment drive

in the coming year to further thegrowth and development of theorganisation, �providing a crediblefocal point for opposition to theStormont Agreement and in supportof a New Ireland free of British rule�.The Ard-Fheis also agreed amotion from the McKelvey-SteeleCumann, Belfast to initiate a posterand leaflet campaign to discouragenationalist youth �from joining thearmed British police force , the PSNI,who are the RUC by another name�.A resolution from the ComhairleCeantair in England, Scotland andWales calling for the memory ofAnne Devlin to be commemoratedwas passed.A number of motions on interna-tional affairs were discussed in a ses-sion chaired by Des Dalton. One fromthe Ard Chomhairle called for therelease of the political prisoners,�some as young as 13, currently beingheld by the US government atGuantanamo Bay, Cuba� was passedby delegates as were several motionscondemning the US-British war on

Iraq. Motions of solidarity were sentto the Iraqi people, to the Kurds, toBasque and Breton prisoners in jailsin France and  Spain and to thePalestinian people �in their struggleto regain their homeland in the face ofa brutal Israeli military regime�.Greetings were also sent to the Cuban

people and to oppressed peoplesthroughout the world.Anti-war campaigner Mary Kellywho is facing a retrial on charges ofdamaging an American warplane atShannon Airport early in the yearaddressed the Ard-Fheis.Messages of support werereceived from the Ireland InformationGroup in Sweden, from SardignaNatzione Indipendentzia, Sardinia,from the Celtic League and SolidaritéIrlande in France. The Ard-Fheis wasaddressed by John McDonagh of theNational Irish Freedom Committee inthe USA, who pledged the support ofthat organisation to the freedomstruggle in Ireland.The Presidential Address (carriedon pages 8 and 9) was delivered byAn t-Uachtarán Ruairí Ó Brádaigh toa packed hall and was greeted bytumultuous applause.The afternoon session was devot-ed to Social and Economic motionsand was chaired by Seán Ó Brádaigh.The Ard-Fheis welcomed the updat-ing of Republican Sinn Féin's social

and economic programme, SAOLNUA, in the past year and called onCumainn to implement its policies inthe coming year. The Ard-Fheis notedthat the policies contained in it hadstood the test of time and needed onlyto be put in the context of a new cen-tury and a changed social climate.A motion from the ArdChomhairle calling on RepublicanSinn Féin to support current cam-paigns against the introduction of�stealth taxes� by the DublinAdministration was passed. Motionscondemning massive cuts in publicspending and the privatisation of theState and semi-State sectors fromComhairle Laighean and the JoeMcDonnell Cumann, Dublin werepassed as was a motion from theCarroll-O'Donovan Cumann, Dublincalling on all members to campaignfor the restoration of all local servicesback to the control of local authori-ties.Delegates also called for accessto a high quality health service foreveryone  �regardless of his or hereconomic circumstances� anddeplored the cutbacks in the healthservice in Ireland generally.The Ard-Fheis passed a resolu-tion from the Dáithí Ó ConaillCumann, Monaghan opposing incin-eration as a solution to the problem ofwaste disposal and also backed aComhairle na Mumhan resolutionwhich called on Republicans to cam-paign against incinerators and �pushfor environmentally-friendly alterna-tives to waste disposal�.The Ard-Fheis called for thereopening of the Ennis to Sligo rail-way line and condemned �An BórdPleanála restrictions on the planningappeals on environment and health�and also strongly condemned thetransfer of powers from councillors tounelected county managers.The National Draw took placefollowing the end of the plenary ses-sions and the Ard-Fheis concludedwith the singing of Amhráin nabhFiann, led by Ard-FheisChairperson Joe O'Neill, Donegal.
The Officer Board elected for thecoming year are as follows:Uachtarán, Ruairí Ó Brádaigh; Leas-Uachtaráin, Des Long and DesDalton; Ard-Rúnaithe, Líta NíChathmhaoil and Peig King; Ard-Cisteoirí, Joe O'Neill and Seán ÓConchúir; OCP, Ruairí Óg ÓBrádaigh.
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99œ Ard-Fheis of Republican SINN FÉIN Poblachtach

Focus opposition to British ruleand support for a New Ireland
OVER 200 delegates attended the 99th Ard-Fheis ofRepublican Sinn Féin which took place in Dublin on theweekend of November 8/9. Cumainn from all over Irelandas well as Scotland and England took part in the delibera-tions as well as representatives from Cumann na Saoirse inthe USA.

Political status campaign continues
MOTIONS applauding the partial victory achieved by Republicanprisoners in Maghaberry prison were sent in by many Cumainn fromall over Ireland and a commitment was made by Republican Sinn Féinto support the ongoing struggle there for the political status which wassold out by the Stormont Agreement, �a right for which ten H-Blockhunger strikers gave their lives�. The Ard-Fheis also endorsed amotion sent in by a number of Cumainn sending solidarity greetingsto Republican prisoners in Maghaberry, Magilligan and Portlaoisejails. A statement from the Republican prisoners in Portlaoise jail wasread to the Ard-Fheis by Peig King.The statement read: �On the occasion of Republican Sinn Féin's99th Ard-Fheis we take this opportunity to extend our greetings andsolidarity, as you gather in national conference. We also reaffirm ourrejection of British rule in Ireland and pledge our unswerving loyaltyand commitment to the All-Ireland Republic, proclaimed in EasterWeek, ratified by the Irish people in 1918 and established by the FirstDáil Éireann in 1919. We wish to state publicly that we are impris-oned simply because we refused to compromise on the Irish people'sright to national sovereignty and independence. Our cause is the causeof Ireland. Long live the All-Ireland Republic! An Phoblacht Abú!�

� Ard-Fheis delegates called on Republicans to treat the RUC/PSNI District Policing Boards �as armsof the British colonial police force�.



A Chathaoirligh, a theachtaí is acháirde ar fad,Céad míle fáilte romhaibh ag anArd-Fheis seo, an 99ú ceann dechuid Shinn Féin.  When last we met in nationalconvention the restored Stormonthad just been suspended - for thefourth time in as many years and theseventh occasion since 1972.  All ofthis demonstrates the chronic insta-bility of English rule in Ireland.More than a year later it has still notbeen re-assembled �  the artificialmeans cobbled together to adminis-ter an artificial statelet remains incrisis.The past year has been markedby the stepping up of repression onboth sides of the British-madeBorder in Ireland.  During Februarylast the Donagh area of Co.Fermanagh was subjected to a three-day siege by large numbers of heavi-ly-armed Crown Forces.  Homeswere ordered to be evacuated andone Republican family in particularwas singled out for special attention.Mickey and Mary Lavelle werearrested by the RUC on the first day,Mickey's brother Jimmy the follow-ing day and on the third the couple'sson Emmet was taken into custody.  Another son, Michael junior wasviciously set upon by members ofthe RUC and badly beaten � also onthe third day � as part of the terrortactics.  Two other children still intheir teens were ordered from theirhome at twelve midnight withoutanywhere for them to go.  This wasto allow the attackers to smash in therear door of the house the followingmorning and to conduct a searchwithout the knowledge, consent ormost importantly the presence of anyfamily member or independentobserver.  Was this tactic used toallow alleged incriminating evidenceto be planted?Nine months later Mary Lavelleis still on bail, while Emmet wasgiven bail eight months subsequentto his arrest.  Mickey Lavelleremains on remand in MaghaberryPrison, Co Antrim.  All of them facewhat we believe are  politically-motivated trumped up charges.Although the nationalist commu-nity was outraged the local SDLPrepresentatives and spokespersonswere conspicuous by their silencepossibly because of their member-ship of an RUC liaison board and adistrict police partnership commit-tee?  One clergyman did speak outpublicly to the press on the questionof  bail for Mary Lavelle, the motherof eight children.Throughout the year, nationalistfamilies were terrorised in their

homes by loyalist gangs and in manycases forced out of them, especiallyin the Larne, Antrim town, Coleraineand North Belfast areas.  All thewhile British forces harassed nation-alists but loyalists were given a freehand.Meanwhile, south of the borderthe trial took place in the SpecialNon-jury Court in Dublin's Green St.of the Limerick Eight who had spenta year and a half on remand sincebefore Christmas 2001.  The pro-ceedings took three months and costthe 26-County State several millionEuro.  Seven of the eight wereacquitted while Pat O Shea was sen-tenced to four years.  He was a vic-tim of the ongoing campaign of Stateharassment directed againstRepublican Sinn Féin, a campaignaimed at criminalising anyone whorejects the Stormont Agreement of1998 and opposes English rule inIreland.This campaign of harassment,smearing and felon-setting, withoccasional show-trials, has as its pur-pose the retarding of the growth anddevelopment of Republican SinnFéin.  Both the British governmentand the Dublin administration havestated publicly their intention tocrush all opposition to the re-jiggedStormont  set-up, which is sectarianin nature and has failed to date.Our members and supporterswill not be intimidated by this cam-paign of coercion, but will continueto organise and recruit throughoutIreland, putting forward unashamed-ly the Irish Republican agenda ofending British rule and creating aNew Ireland negotiated by the Irishpeople themselves.  We wish to com-pliment all of the Limerick Eight ontheir uncompromising and unflinch-ing stand over the eighteen months.During July and August anotherwell-publicised show-trial resultedin Michael Mc Kevitt being sen-tenced to 20 years on the word of apaid agent provocateur employed bythe FBI and the British SecurityServices.The occasion was availed of toslander members of the nationalleadership of Republican Sinn Féin.The truth is that Mr Rupert madepolitical demands on us promisingan unlimited supply of dollars oncondition that we amalgamated withthe 32-County SovereigntyCommittee.  Republican Sinn Féinfeels vindicated in its decision, onideological grounds, to reject Mr.Rupert's demands and his money,and to have nothing to do with him.Meanwhile, meetings during theyear between the British Supremofor the Six Counties and the 26-County Minister for Justice indicatethe drafting of yet further draconianlegislation aimed at coercingRepublicans.The presence at these meetingsof the RUC/PSNI Chief Hugh Ordeand the 26-County policeCommissioner only reinforces theview that the real agenda behind thesectarian Stormont Agreement is thebedding down of English rule hereby means of increased collaborationbetween the British forces of occu-pation and those of the 26-CountyState.  It is becoming clearer that ifthe ailing Agreement is again

patched up the hammer will oncemore fall on true Irish Republicanswho refuse to accept British rule inIreland.While Republican prisoners inMaghaberry struggle for politicalstatus, the proprietors and managersof premises across the Six Countieswho agree to host functions in aid ofthe prisoners' dependants are intimi-dated by former comrades andforced to refuse bookings.What will the situation be whenthe Provos don the uniform of theBritish police in Ireland.?  Theexample of de Valera's BroyHarriers, who consisted in the mainof former IRA Volunteers, gives us aclear indication of what to expect.They will enforce British rule withgusto as they hound former com-rades who continue the struggle.When young people see theseroles acted out in public, they willcome to realise who is on England'sside in all of this and who stands forthe freedom of Ireland.  Many olderpeople have come to realise the posi-tion already, but coming events willclarify it for all.  Republican SinnFéin must be there to give the lead.  During this summer theRepublican prisoners in Maghaberryescalated their protests in support oftheir demand for segregation fromloyalist and ordinary prisoners.  Thislimited demand was won and theprisoners were moved to separateaccommodation.  We here at thisArd-Fheis congratulate them on theirpartial victory on the well-worn roadto restore political status.The attitude of many of theprison staff in implementing thisgain has been grudging, to say theleast.  The questions still needing tobe resolved include the continuationof closed or screened visits, the useof sniffer dogs, the lack of educationfacilities in the Republican prisoners'own area, the miniscule size of theexercise yard and the despicable atti-tude of prison warders towards fam-ilies.The most immediate and press-ing problem is the matter of securingseparated visits.  Families have totravel from the gate to the visitingarea and back again with loyalists.This has exposed them to harassmenteven to the extent of being pursuedby loyalists on the journey homefrom the prison.  It is a subject thatneeds priority and speedy resolution.The prisoners and their familiesrequire constant support and with thecoming of Christmas fund-raisingmust be stepped up.During the year our memberstook part in protests against theimperialist war launched by the Bushadministration in Washington andthe Blair government in Londonagainst the people of Iraq.  This wasdone contrary to the United NationsCharter and we marked it out as thefirst of  the "resource wars of the 21stCentury" forecast by Jacques Delorsa decade ago.  Control of the supplyof oil was the real issue here.We participated under our ownbanners and with our own literaturewith the 100,000 people who demon-strated in the centre of Dublin.  Weopposed at Shannon and other cen-tres the action of the 26-CountyAdministration in allowing US war-

planes to refuel at that Airport and tooverfly Irish airspace. Such action was a slavish andflagrant breach of Irish neutralityand had to be opposed.  Now theWhite House and Downing Streetwant the world, including Ireland tosupply bodies to police their occupa-tion of Iraq and funds to reconstructthat country.  The responsibility forthese tasks rests with those whowaged a horrific war of conquest onthe people of Iraq.
SDLP/PROVISIONALHYPOCRISYGeorge Bush came to Belfast inthe middle of that war to be greetedby � among others � the SDLP andthe Provisionals who had publiclyopposed the war.  This exercise inhypocrisy was engaged in to lendweight to the US support of theimposition of a civil rights type solu-tion under British rule in the SixCounties.Nelson Mandela condemned theunilateral action against Iraq by whathe called �people without a vision,without a depth of thinking�.Speaking at NUI Galway, where hereceived an honorary degree lastJune, he put the issue clearly withoutnaming the US specifically:  �Anycountry which went to war outsidethe remit of the United Nations rep-resented a danger to the world.�  Noweapons of mass destruction werefound in Iraq, neither were any linksto Al-Qaeda.

The recent World TradeOrganisation conference at Cancún,Mexico where the US and the EUjoined forces to face down the ThirdWorld was  a failure because the oneremaining superpower and its allycould not impose their will on thebillions on this planet who survive inabject poverty.The words of Johann Hari writ-ing in the Sunday Tribune ofSeptember 14 deserve to be quoted:�A concerted global effort to dealwith poverty could yield amazingresults.�There is no mystery.  Thechecklist is well known:  End agri-cultural subsidies in the rich world.Open our markets to products frompoor nations.  Allow developingeconomies to protect themselves, aswe did when we were emerging frompoverty.  Allow the poor to manufac-ture life-saving drugs.  Cancel allpoor world debt.�Just as the global anti-apartheidcampaign delegitimised that system,we may need another vast movementto transform the systems that arebetraying the poor.� The FortressEurope that Republican Sinn Féinwarned thirty years ago would bebuilt by the EEC against the ThirdWorld has indeed come to pass.About this time last year the sec-ond referendum on the Nice Treatywas pushed through, having failedthe first time.  One reality needs tobe borne in mind in this regard.  Thatis that more than half a million peo-
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�  (left to right) Peig King, Ard-Rúnaí; Ruairí Ó Brádaigh, Uachtarán; Tomás Ó Clérigh and Dan Donohue, Ard Chomhairle.

AN edited version of
Ruairí Ó Brádaigh's

Presidential Address
to the 99th Ard-Fheis
of Republican Sinn
Féin in Dublin on

November 9 is print-
ed below. (Full 

version is available
at rsf.ie.)



ple have consistently opposed themilitarisation , centralisation anddomination by the larger states in theEU.  The big lie proclaimed by theEstablishment about Nice was that itwas about enlargement, when in factit was about making internalarrangements in the EU prior toenlargement, to the disadvantage ofsmaller states.Right on the heels of Nice comesthe EU draft constitution from theIntergovernmental Conference.  This

will not be a permanent settlementfor the European Union or any per-manent or lasting balance betweenthe powers of Brussels and those ofits member states.  The practice of anEU Treaty escalator, carrying thepeople of Europe's nations furtherand further into an ever closer union,with new powers for Brussels con-stantly emerging, is to continue.  It isset to roll on relentlessly.This draft EU constitution inArticle 40 obliges the 26-County

State to spend more money ondefence, and commits the State tomutual defence thus destroying IrishNeutrality.  In practice this neutralityno longer exists since the  currentadministration participated in theillegal conquest of Iraq by turningShannon Airport into a US airbase.We must oppose the emerging EUnuclear armed superstate.The proposed constitution inArticle 1. 10.1. says:  �TheConstitution adopted by the Union'sInstitutions in exercising compe-tences conferred on it, shall have pri-macy over the law of the MemberStates.�  Clearly States that putthemselves under a Constitution withsuch an article can no longer regardthemselves as independent or sover-eign in the way the world's other 170or so States are.  EU Members willcome closer to being subordinatestates or provinces within a superiorEuropean Federal State.  We mustoppose this move as never beforeand build on the half a million voterswho have steadily and constantlyrejected the tightening of the EUgrip.Having been more than 30 yearsin the making, an Irish Language Acthas at last been enacted in the 26-County State.  It is a first step inmoving towards guaranteeing therights of Irish speakers.  Is féidir cúisa chur in aghaidh chomhlacht poiblímá déanann sé faillí ina dhualgas anscéim a chur i bhfeidhim.  Tig leduine é sin a dhéanamh go pearsantanó ligint don Chomisinéir Teanga ancás a chur.You may have your case heard inIrish in court, but still the judge canwaive the right in criminal cases.This is not good; in fact it is theworst aspect of the legislation.Ní thiocfaidh an t-Acht í bhfei-dhm go cionn trí bhliain eile.Deirtear gur mhithid an mhoill seochun am a thúirt do na comhlachtaípoiblí a chuid scéimeanna a dhréach-tadh agus dul in oiriúint don scéim.Ba leór bhlian amháin leis an ngnósin a dhéanamh.Braitheann éifeacht an Achta aran Aire Ghaeltachta agus an AireAirgeadais chun é a chur i bhfeidhm.Muna mbíonn dóthain airgid ar fáilní éireoidh leis an dlí nua seo.  Deréir Alt 1 (5) den chéad sceideal denBhille is féidir scóp an Achta a leath-nú do rannóga eile den eacna-maíocht, mar shampla, comhlachtaíteileachumarsaide, bancanna aguscomhlachtaí árachais.  Dá luaithe adéantar é sin sea is fearr.Most Irish language bodies aresatisfied with this Irish LanguageAct. It is a start but it needs to beamended to ensure effectiveness.Feicfear le h-imeacht aimsire céntoradh a bhéas air.At our Ard-Fheis of 1992,SAOL  NUA � A New Way of Life,our Social and EconomicProgramme was finalised.  It waspublished at the end of January 1993,a time when unemployment in the 26Counties reached the all-time highmark of 300 000.  At last year's Ard-Fheis a resolution from Belfast wasadopted instructing An Ard-Chomhairle to �review, update andpublish SAOL NUA�.  A lot hadhappened in the intervening tenyears since the �New Way of Life�

policy document was first published.Over the past year the work hasbeen completed, as directed by theArd-Fheis.  It remains to be pub-lished.  To give you just a flavour ofthe new updated text the followingpassages are quoted: �For nine decades of the twenti-eth century, one out of every twopersons born in Ireland was forced to

emigrate.  Those who remainedexperienced unemployment rates ofup to 20% in the 26 Counties and15% in the Six Counties at varioustimes.�Even during the period of theCeltic Tiger, one in every fourhouseholds and one in every fivepeople in the 26 Counties were liv-ing in poverty.  These figures arefrom Economic and Social ResearchInstitute (ESRI) data and are basedon the EST+RI 50% poverty line.This poverty line, which is used inmany European studies, is a linewhich is half average income, adjust-ed for family size and composition.On this basis, the ESRI figures showa substantial increase in povertybetween 1987 and 2000.�The United Nations HumanDevelopment Report, launched inDublin in July 2003, contains someshocking statistics for the 26Counties:�9.3%   of those born today arenot expected to survive the age of 60;�22.6%  of adults lack functionalliterary skills;�12.3%  live below the povertyline, as defined by the UN.
UNEQUAL SOCIETY�This means that the 26-CountyState is second only to the UnitedStates as being the most unequalsociety in what is known as theDeveloped World, that is secondworst out of 17 countries.  The

�United Kingdom�, which includesthe Six Counties, is ranked fifteenth.Sweden, Norway and theNetherlands have the lowest level ofpoverty.�The substantial increase inemployment opportunities whichcame with the Celtic Tiger wasbrought about by the arrival of EUstructural funds and the encourage-

ment of foreign, mainly US, capitalinvestment by reducing tax on cor-porate profits.  A lot of the newemployment is in low-paid servicejobs.  A significant price has beenand will be paid for this strategy.�Irish sea fisheries have alreadybeen decimated by the fleets of otherEU states and tens of thousands offarmers have been driven off theland.  Indigenous industry has beenneglected.  Housing accommodationis outrageously expensive.  The taxbase has been narrowed in such away that our spending on SocialProtection Expenditure has becomethe lowest in the EU.  This expendi-ture includes spending on healthcare,unemployment, disability, old age,family/children and initiatives todeal with social exclusion.�The advent of the Euro curren-cy has deprived us of one of the pil-lars of national sovereignty, a nation-al currency and the right to set ourown interest and exchange rates.  Allof these developments place us in aprecarious position whenever theforeign capitalists begin to pull outand locate elsewhere in the worldwherever they can find cheaperlabour.�All of this free movement ofcapital has produced a real dangerthat the Irish banking system will fallcompletely into foreign ownership.
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� An Armagh delegate nails his political colours to the mast at theRepubliacn Sinn Féin Ard-Fheis. Cont. on page 10.



�Meanwhile, family farms arebeing eliminated and the rural econ-omy is collapsing.  There is a lot ofreal poverty, inadequate health andeducation services and increasingunemployment as foreign capitalistspull out of Ireland.  This in turn pro-duces grave social problems and per-sonal misery for thousands of indi-viduals and families.  Emigration,the safety valve which let politiciansoff the hook for generations, couldwell return.�But quick-fix solutions, basedon a sell-out of national sovereignty,natural resources and national identi-ty is a poor substitute for developingour own resources according to theneeds of our own people.�The economic growth of recentyears has been based on productionand consumption, the consumer soci-ety, and has been achieved at theexpense of many positive values.  Infinancial terms, it has enriched theelite and left the majority relativelyworse off.  Selfishness and individu-alism are replacing the old Irish tra-ditions of neighbourliness and socialresponsibility.�In this regard, two quotationsfrom commentators are significant:� �Ours is a time of patentedlocks, burglar alarms, barbed-wirefences, neighbourhood watch andvigilantes!�  � Zygmunt Banman inGlobalisation:  The HumanConsequences  (1998).� �A regime which provideshuman beings no deep reasons tocare about one another cannot longpreserve its legitimacy.� � RichardSennett in The Corrosion ofCharacter:  The PersonalConsequences of Work in the NewCapitalism  (1998).�
SPECULATORSThe Programme of ImmediateAction lists sixteen issues.  Somewill be deleted and some amendedbut at least one will be added as fol-lows:  �Campaigning against theexorbitant price being demanded forbuilding land by a small number ofspeculators who have managed toacquire large tracts and the cam-paigning for the implementation ofthe Kenny Report.�That ends the extracts from theupdated  SAOL NUA. It remains tohave it printed and published and toput it before the people.  The sixteenpoints for Immediate Action  can beimplemented on the ground straightaway.As part of the filching of our nat-ural resources another step was takenby the EU in October when the so-called Irish Box to protect fisheriesoff our coast for 50 miles wasreplaced by a �conservation area� ofone third its size.  The new areastretches a little further south thanthe Irish Box but it excludes thewestern, north-western, eastern andsouth-eastern waters entirely.  TheIrish Box was introduced whenSpain and Portugal joined the EECin 1985.The cod-fish is gone from manyareas of the world due to over-fish-ing and if the spawning grounds offthe Irish coastline are not preserved,other species, for example hake, arein danger of being fished out entire-ly.  Under the new arrangementseven big foreign factory ships will bepermitted to fish right up to most ofthe Irish coastline.  Another step backwards for thefishing industry is the taking over ofthe marketing functions of BordIascaigh Mhara (the IrishSeafisheries Board ) by An Bord Biaand An Bord Glas of the DublinDepartment of Agriculture.  Thesematters of importance to coastalcommunities can be raised at next

year's local elections in the 26Counties and the following year'sUdarás na Gaeltachta elections.The vice-chair of the RUC/PSNIpolicing board Denis Bradley put aquestion to those opposed to theStormont Agreement:  �Do they ordo they not accept the sovereignty ofthe Irish people?�  The response isthat the two concurrent referendaheld under duress in geographicalfragments of Ireland purported tocede or surrender sovereignty overthe Six Occupied Counties toEngland.  The answer is No; we donot accept such a surrender.Similarly when the Provo ex-prisoners committee, Coiste nanIarchimí, called for the lifting of thebans preventing its members fromserving in the British police inIreland or joining �district policingpartnerships�, they � like MrBradley and his kind �accept andsurrender to British sovereignty inthe Six Counties.The findings of a delegationfrom the European Convention forthe Prevention of Torture, publishedin September, serve only to confirmwhat many Irish Republicans, main-ly young people, have experienced atthe hands of the 26-County police,whether on the street, at work or incustody.  Following visits to a num-ber of police barracks the delegationfound that there was credibility  toallegations of abuse made by peoplewho have been in police custody.Republicans have for long bornethe brunt of a concerted campaign ofintimidation.  In many cases youngpeople have been arrested andreleased without charge as often asfive times in a twelve month period,as well as being subjected to raids ontheir homes and random bodysearches.  We welcome these find-ings but we feel that while the 26-County police remain unaccountableand have recourse to some of themost draconian legislation in west-ern Europe, for example theOffences Against the State Acts,human and civil rights will never besecure within the 26-County State.
�STEALTH� TAXESAlso in the 26 Counties the offi-cial policy in recent years of keepinggeneral taxation down has resulted in�stealth� taxes, i.e. charges on manyservices, both centrally and locallyadministered.  The recent impositionof refuse charges in Dublin is butanother example of this policy inaction and it has proved to be a flash-point. In general these imposts donot take into account the ability ofthe taxpayer to pay.  We commendour members and supporters, and allinvolved in the anti-bin charges cam-paign.However we would enter acaveat in this connection:  the lastthing that the most vulnerable insociety want is the privatisation ofthe refuse service with its spirallingcharges and absence of waivers forthe unemployed and the destitute.We would point out that as our poli-cy documents ÉIRE  NUA andSAOL  NUA  state, effective changecan only be brought about by localcommunities taking control of theirown affairs, true democracy inaction.The Justice Commission of theConference of Religious in Ireland(CORI)  in its interesting pre-budgetsubmission issued during Octobercalled for an increase in the lowestsocial welfare payment by at least�12 for a single person and �20 for acouple.  CORI recommends amongother things that income tax shouldnot be increased, but that corporationtax should be to 17%, that capitalgains tax be raised and that the levyon financial institutions be added to.

CORI has always championed theleast well off in our society whomunjust taxation has always hit thehardest. Ireland has perhaps the largestwind resource in Europe, and couldbe a net exporter of electricity if evena small portion of this resource washarnessed.  Ireland is also over 90%dependent on imported energysources, a figure which is increasingrapidly as our native peat resourcesdeplete. The 26-County State isalready 30% ahead of its permittedCO2 emissions agreed in the Kyotoprotocol, under which emissionstaxes over �1 BN per annum couldbe charged in 2008.  The building ofwind farms will help reduce thesefines in the future.Governments on both sides ofthe Border have completely failed todevelop this wind resource to supplythe country with a clean and secureenergy supply.  The recent AER 6renewables contracts resulted in over

80% of the renewable energy con-tracts going to the ESB and Bórd naMóna, leaving many small-scaleoperators out in the cold.Republican Sinn Féin recognises thatcommunity and small-scale owner-ship of wind farms has been the hall-mark of the highly-successful windenergy regimes in Denmark andGermany.  We call on the 26-Countygovernment to pay a higher price forenergy from wind to operators largeand small, which will ensure thatwind farms to be economically-viable, need not be placed only onhigh mountains, where they are inconflict with delicate eco-systems, aswas seen in the last week in CoGalway.
WASTE INCINERATORSThe year that has passed has seenplanning permission granted by AnBord Pleanála for the country's firstlarge-scale waste incinerator nearDuleek in Co. Meath.  Despiteincreasing waste separation, reach-ing over 50% in at least one city, theDublin government is pushing aheadwith its policy of building the large�cancer-factories|, despite oppositionby tens of thousands of local people.Republicans must opposeEnvironment Minister Cullen's plansto include waste incinerators amongthe fast-track planning route for crit-ical infrastructure.The slick-horror waste advertise-ments on television urging people to

re-use, reduce and recycle are under-mined by the fact that, apart fromone paper mill in Dublin and oneglass factory in Fermanagh, thecountry has no significant recyclingfacilities.  The ordinary people arenot the problem � they will recyclewhen given the opportunity to do so� but Governments must encouragethe recycling industry here, and thusprovide jobs in Ireland from ourwaste resources.  Over 90% of thematerials separated by citizens isbeing exported to the Third Worldrather than being recycled here inIreland.  The only glass factory in the 26Counties, the Irish Glass BottleCompany in Dublin which engagedin large-scale recycling of glass, wasallowed to be sold off while theDublin Administration stood idly by.Many of the issues mentioned herecan be raised in the local election ofnext summer and it is encouraging tonote that candidates have alreadybeen selected in Limerick andGalway.  For them the campaign hasgot under way.We look to other areas to followsuit.  All areas must contribute in oneway or another and the sooner thebetter.  Issues include energy fromour natural resources, (wind, gas andpossibly oil), fishing, waste disposal,transport, housing policy, and mostimportantly, planning includingCounty Development Plans andSpatial planning.In the Six Occupied Counties asurvey carried out last March by theUniversity of Ulster confirmedRepublican Sinn Féin's analysis ofthe Stormont Agreement five yearsearlier.  We warned that it wouldonly further entrench the artificialdivisions created among our peopleby Britain, as it was based on a sec-tarian head-count.That it has fostered sectarianismis borne out by the figures.  In theperiod 1996 to 2001 the proportionof people who believed that  rela-tions between the two communitieshad improved fell by 22% , backingfor mixed areas fell by more than20%  among Unionists from 81% to59%, whilst among Nationalists itfell from 85% to 72%; support formixed workplaces has also fallensubstantially among both communi-ties.According to Dr GillianRobinson of the University of UlsterSchool of Policy Studies:  �The indi-cators suggest a marked deteriora-tion in community relations and adistinct retreat towards single-identi-ty communities since 1996.�Similarly, a poll conducted inFebruary by Queen's University andthe Belfast Telegraph highlighted thegrowing frustration of powerlessnessfelt by the Unionist population.
APPEALIn that same month of FebruaryRepublican Sinn Féin launched inBelfast An Address to the People ofIreland with a special appeal to thepeople of the Unionist persuasion.  Itpointed out:  �We believe that neitherLondon nor Dublin can guaranteethe future welfare of the people ofUlster.  Only the people of Ulsterthemselves can do that � and theycan best achieve it by taking theirrightful place, as equals, in the his-toric Irish nation, where their rightswould be guaranteed by a new con-stitution and they would have accessto real power.�As attempts continue to patchtogether what is a fatally flawed andsectarian Agreement it is time tolook again at what is the only credi-ble alternative to ongoing conflictand division.  With trust founderingon all sides, we ask everybody toconsider again our ÉIRE NUA  pro-

gramme for a four-province federalIreland, with optimum devolution ofpowers down to community level.The Address continues:  �Thenightmare of the Nationalist commu-nity still endures:  watchtowers,patrols and checkpoints still operate,prisoners are denied political statusand sectarian attacks and killingscontinue.  Now, the Unionist com-munity also experiences a sense ofapprehension and insecurity, as thecertainties of the past give way touncertainty, confusion and bewilder-ment.�Our Address was stated in anattached statement to be a clear state-ment of Irish Republicanism as wehad inherited it from our predeces-sors over two centuries.  We hadtaken a positive attitude in it andhoped for reciprocation to it.  Otherparties were engaged in a never-end-ing wrangle towards a short-termsolution which was bound to fail inthe medium to long-term.  Webelieved  � and we still believe �that the framework of an enduring,inclusive and just solution lies in thetenets of Irish Republicanism.We added that we considered theAddress worthy of notice and carefulstudy and appealed to the media totreat it accordingly.  Apart from theIrish News (Belfast), Carn, (thequarterly journal of the CelticLeague), the BBC Radio UlsterTalkback Show which did a liveradio interview with the RepublicanSinn Féin President in recent weeks,the media appeared to ignore our ini-tiative to Unionists.  EDITORIAL LINEIt seems as though an editorialline to promote the StormontAgreement at all costs and to rejectall appearance of an alternative isbeing strictly enforced.  Howeverthere have been some responsesfrom individuals and these are beingfollowed up on and contact is beingmaintained.Also in recent weeks � onOctober 21 � Mr Adams stated thatthe Agreement �provides the con-text� in which the Provos and theUnionists �will, as equals, pursuetheir objectives peacefully,  thus pro-viding full and final closure of theconflict�.  He added:  �We areopposed to any use or threat of forcefor any political purpose".�  Now, Republican Sinn Féinbases its stand on the fact that Irelandis a sovereign nation, and sovereignnations the world over have the rightto defend themselves and to resistforeign aggression.  We state thatIreland is no exception to this princi-ple.  We state further that there willbe no �full and final closure to theconflict� between IrishRepublicanism and English imperi-alism and colonialism until theBritish government signals to theworld its intention of leaving Irelandforever.  We reject  Mr Adams'sstatement.As has been stated already, this isthe bicentenary year of RobertEmmet's Rising in 1803.  He, withthe men and women of 1798, set acourse for the Irish nation with theirappeal to Catholic, Protestant andDissenter under the common nameof Irishman which will, we believe,eventually bear abundant fruit.  Inconclusion, then, let us repeat the�solemn obligation� which ThomasRussell, hanged in Downpatrick in1803 , Wolfe Tone, Henry Joy McCracken and others took on CaveHill, overlooking Belfast:�Never to desist in our effortsuntil we had subverted the authorityof England over our country andasserted our independence.�
An Phoblacht Abú!   Victory totheAll-Ireland Republic!
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� Delegates Donal Varian, Cork(top) and Des Dalton, Vice-President, Kildare, speaking atthe Ard-Fheis.

99œ Ard-Fheis of Republican SINN FÉIN Poblachtach



The National (sic)Development Plan (NDP)was to have discriminated infavour of the BMW (Border,Midland and West) region.The Taoiseach, Mr Ahern,and the Minister forFinance, Mr McCreevy,gave firm commitments inthat regard.But, in the first threeyears of the plan, there wasa 41% shortfall in spendingon infrastructural projectsin the most deprivedregions, while work in thedeveloped areas went ahead.The economic gap betweeneast and west has continuedto widen, following thedownturn of the economy.Aggressive remedial actionis required.� Irish Times editorial,October 3, 2003.He (Adams) delivered,word for word, the 201-word passage he had agreedwith the Ulster UnionistParty leader, David Trimbleover the previous fourweeks of intense face-to-facenegotiations.� Irish Times WeekendReview, October 25, 2003.He (Adams) said theimplementation of theBelfast Agreement �pro-vides the context in whichIrish republicans (sic) andunionists will, as equals pur-sue their objectives peace-fully, thus providing full andfinal closure of the conflict�. He added: �We areopposed to any use of forceor threat of force for anypolitical purpose.��Irish Times WeekendReview. The Provisional IRAimmediately said that thesewords accurately reflected itsposition.Gerry Adams in hisstatement appealed to thewider republican family.Someone like Ruairí ÓBrádaigh has influence thatmight help bring much ofthe remaining republicandissident paramilitary activ-ity to an end, and in thatcontext his party's model forthe future could at leasthave an acceptable place inpolitical discussion.� Irish Times, October25, 2003 article by MartinMansergh.Adams's [Provo] IRA-endorsed speech talkedabout "full and final closureof the conflict" being pro-vided by mere implementa-tion of the BelfastAgreement, an agreement

which on its first pagedescribes the constitutionalstatus quo as legitimate. Aunited Ireland has beenreduced to an aspiration.� Irish Times, October25, 2003 article by StevenKing, political adviser toDavid Trimble.If power sharing can'tbe made to work, Dublinand London may be forcedto opt for joint rule of theNorth.� Sunday BusinessPost, October 26, 2003 articleby Seán Mac Cárthaigh, polit-ical correspondent.David Trimble hasreflected the fact that themajority of unionists areanti-Agreement, using everyopportunity to avoid shar-ing power, with last week�stantrum overdecommission-ing the latest.� Seán Mac Cárthaigh,political correspondent.Why did the[Provisional] IRA seek con-fidentiality? One would nothave to be a political rocketscientist to understand why.In the first place, the[Provo] IRA believed thatits enemies were seeking touse decommissioning as apublic act of surrender andhumiliation.Second, such a proposi-tion would tear the politicalcohesion of the [Provo] IRAapart, particularly at amoment when the RIRAwas beginning to emerge asa potential rival.-- Sunday Business Post,October 26, 2003, TomMcGurk column.And third, there washardly a better prospect forrecreating the conditions forviolence to return, wereunits of the (Provo) IRA stillholding weapons then tobreak away at the prospectof any public act of decom-missioning.� Tom McGurk column.The political notionunder which the [Provo]IRA have laboured to date,that they could influence byproxy the defunctioningposition of unionist politics,must now be seen for what itis: a terrible mistake.� Tom McGurk column.The [Provisional] IRAhas no intention of goingback to war, and I reckonthat there's hardly anyonein the country more con-vinced of that reality thanthe Army Council of the(Provo) IRA itself.� Sunday BusinessPost, November 2, 2003, TomMcGurk column.Since the [Provisional]movement has now put allits eggs in the peace processbasket, what is the point ofsome continuing to pretendotherwise.� Tom McGurk column.The DUP is followingthe same tactical strategy

that (Provisional) Sinn Féindid with regard to its closestrival, the SDLP. The DUPhas moved progressivelycloser to the style and thecontent of the UUP.� Sunday BusinessPost, November 2, 2003 arti-cle by Paul T Colgan.A new report from theIrish Offshore Operators'Association claims thatindigenous sources of gashave the capacity to deliverup to 70% of gas demandover the coming decade orso. � Irish Independent,November 2, 2003.Corrib, which it is nowhoped will come on streamsometime in 2006, is project-ed to meet the bulk, 60% ofnational demand from 2007out until about 2022. SevenHeads will supply another10%, the report claims.� Irish Independent.Under the KyotoProtocol by the year 2010Irish is expected to restrictgreenhouse gas emissions to13% above the 1990 level, atarget of 60 million tonesper annum.Already the country ison course to over-run thistarget by 10% or six milliontones of greenhouse gasemissions. (The state) couldface penalties of �600 mil-lion a year from 2010.� Irish Independent.It is easier to open anIrish language primaryschool under Tony Blairsgovernment than in thiscountry (sic).The rule here requireschools to enroll a minimumof 17 pupils a years for thefirst three years in order toachieve recognition. But thecriteria are more relaxed inthe North, where the num-

ber of children required fortemporary recognition is 12outside Derry and Belfastand 15 in the two cities.� Irish Independent.Another independentcandidate described the new[Provisional] Sinn Féin as aconstitutional Catholic andnationalist party reminis-cent of Fianna Fáil emerg-ing from the civil war andbeing in power within tenyears.� Irish Independent.The Catholic Primate,Archbishop Seán Brady, haseffectively called on theNorthern electorate to votefor pro-Belfast Agreementparties in the Assembly elec-tions on November 26th.� Irish Times,November 3, 2003.�I unapologetically callfor continued support of theagreement and for its imple-mentation since, quitefrankly, I cannot see whatother option is open to us atthis time."� Irish Times report onDr Brady's address.The Sunday Timesreported yesterday thatJudge Henry Barron hadalso recommended aninquiry into the Dublin-Monaghan bombings of1974 in which 33 peoplewere killed. It is alleged thatthere was British securityforce collusion with loyalistparamilitaries in theattacks.-- Irish Times, November3, 2003.The success of this pure-ly military operation isbound to boost the morale ofall resistance elements,encouraging them to presshome their attacks and esca-late their struggle.� Irish Times article by

Michael Jansen, November 3,2003, referring to the shoot-ing down of the US Chinookhelicopter.Iraqi analysts believethe Bush administrationclings to its line because itwants to discredit and mini-mize the resistance by por-traying it as the efforts offoreign "terrorists".Recalling Iraq's 42-yearstruggle against Britishoccupation, Iraqis find theclaim insulting.� Michael Jansen.There has always been ahigh level of apathy [inBritain and the 26 Counties]where Northern Ireland(sic) is concerned.But, and I think this iswhere the difference lies, inthe past there was a largedegree of sympathy as well.Sympathy for people whoseemed forever trapped bytheir won history with noobvious means of escape.Since the Good FridayAgreement, when hopeswere raised and interest wasrekindled, that sympathyhas all but disappeared.� Irish Times,November 21, 2003, DavidAdams column.A SIPTU spokesman,Mr Pádraig Campbell, lastnight accused Dr Cowley(May Independent TD) ofdoing a volte-face on theplanning issue (new applica-tion for Corrib gas field ter-minal).�Dr Cowley had sup-ported an offshore terminalwhich would have providedthousands of jobs and nowhe wants to add to environ-mental chaos with this newplan. No area should bejeopardized for corporateprofit," Mr Campbell said.�Dr Cowley should bedemanding that Mayo getsthe maximum benefit for thegas, instead of having a loadof sludge and a few jobs toshow for it.�� Irish Times,November 22, 2003.Mrs Maura Harrington,spokeswomen for the Errisresidents who had lodgedthe appeal with An BordPleanála described the newplan as �environmental sui-cide�.Transferred peat wouldbe in the form of slurrywhich could pose a seriouspollution risk, as hadalready been demonstratedin the landslide atDerrybrien in southGalway, she said.� Irish Times.He [David Trimble] con-tinues: �If republicans areabandoning the terroristcampaign to participate inpeaceful politics where theoutcome is determined by avote where there is a clearunionist majority - are therepublicans really gaining?"Are not the unionists to

gain? This is the differencebetween seeing somethingand seeing what the signifi-cance of it is going to be inthe longer term".-- Irish Times, November20, 2003, David Trimble ininterview with Dan Keenan.So George Redmond(former Dublin assistantcity manager) is convicted ofcorruption through accept-ing monetary bribes. Whatabout those who offered himthe bribes?� Irish Times,November 22, 2003 letter toeditor from Noel Clarke,Athlone.Turnout in the NorthernIreland (sic) Assembly elec-tions appeared likely to bearound 60% as polls closedlast night. This would be adrop of 9 percentage pointson the last Assembly elec-tions in 1998.� Irish Times,November 27, 2003.The two governments(London and Dublin) usedto say about the GoodFriday agreement that therewas "no Plan B". The truthis now there is no Plan Aeither. Around the emptymarbled halls of Stormont,frosty winds are makingmoan.� Sunday Tribune,November 30, 2003 article bySusan McKay.As for weapons, thereare three reasons why theywill be gone. The first is thatpolitically (Provisional) SinnFéin needs them gone forfurther political progressboth in the north and thesouth.The second is that a dis-banded (Provisional) IRAhas no use for weapons. Thethird has to do with polic-ing.� Sunday BusinessPost, November 30, 2003,Vincent Browne column.It is in the area of polic-ing that most progress islikely to be made in the nextyear. [Provo] Sinn Féin hasimposed realizable precon-ditions on policing (the dis-bandment of the SpecialBranch, more accountabili-ty generally) for its engage-ment in the policing board.Once that happens, irre-spective of what occurs oth-erwise, the [Provo] IRA isno more, and arms have tobe surrendered or disabled.� Vincent Browne.So after a bit of shouting- probably quite a lot ofshouting - a deal will bedone between the DUP and(Provo) Sinn Féin, and itwill be more durable androbust than any deal thatmight have been done by(Provo) Sinn Féin and DavidTrimble, who always wasand would be unsettled bythe baying voices to hisright.� Vincent Browne.
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Though 83 years old andin ill-health of late, many willhave been surprised by newsof the demise of larger-than-life Hughie, who led a full andactive life right up until sever-al weeks before his passing.Born in the historic year of1920 in Lisburn, Co Antrim,Hughie came to Armagh at anearly age after his family wereburned out of their home byloyalists following the assassi-nation of RUC DistrictInspector Swanzy. Hughie

soon developed a deep interestin Irish history and politicsand it wasn't long before hebecame converted to �theCause�. His aunt, Cumann namBan member MaryMcGarry, was a big influence.Hughie was there duringthe lean years of the 1940s and1950s, attending commemora-tions and keeping the flamealight. And he was there againduring the late 1960s, as a newgeneration prepared to take thefight to England. He, along

with others � Des Cox (RIP),Jim Fields (RIP), CathalMcQuade and Willy Reilly �were members of a committeewho defied a ban and organ-ised a march through thestreets of Armagh to com-memorate the heroes of 1916in 1969, for which he served ajail sentence.Like most, Hughie and hisfamily suffered for theirbeliefs. There was routineharassment and arrests. Hewas deported from Englandalong with his son Emmett(RIP) in the 1970s. Emmettand his son Dermot were thevictims of a loyalist car bombattack. Emmett never recov-ered and died a few years later.Other members of the TrainorClan were imprisoned for theiractive opposition to British

rule in Ireland. A grand-nephew, Gregory Trainor, wasunable to attend the funeral ashe is currently in Portlaoisejail awaiting trial.
Down the years, Hughiesold countless papers and tick-ets, marshaled at funerals andparades, helped out at Easter.He walked out of the MansionHouse in 1986 and helpedestablish Republican SinnFéin in Armagh. Shortlybefore he died, he remained anactive seller of SAOIRSE.And, earlier this year, he wasin attendance when, onceagain, Republicans reclaimedthe historic streets of theecclesiastical capital to honourthe Easter Rising. Hughie readthe Proclamation on that occa-sion.

Hughie loved all thingsIrish: the language, Gaelicgames, and the music. Anaccomplished saxophonist,many throughout Ireland andfurther afield will recall hisbands: the �Boys from theCounty Armagh� and the�Melody Makers� (who per-formed in Glasgow,Birmingham, London andCoventry). Hughie never real-ly retired from the music busi-ness; he continued to playeven after his 80th birthday. Itwould be no exaggeration tosay that he was a showbandlegend, Ireland's oldest andmost famous bandleader at thetime of his death.Hughie was a familiarsight on the streets of Armagh,conversing with others on his-torical or political matters,

telling stories, spinning yarns.He had a sharp, acerbic witwhich belied his many years,and he was always ready witha quip or a one-liner.Following Mass in theCathedral, Hughie was laid torest in St Patrick's Cemetery.Tommy McKearney gave ashort oration, during which heoutlined Hughie's many yearsof service to the cause ofIreland.
Hughie will be missed bymany, but especially by theRepublican Movement, towhich he gave a lifetime'sassistance. In a free and unitedIreland, we will rememberhim and his contribution.Sincere sympathy is tenderedto his wife, son, daughters andentire family circle.

Hughie TrainorANOTHER of the 'old brigade' has passed on toValhalla. Friends, family and representatives ofRepublican Ireland gathered recently to sayfarewell to veteran activist and one of Armagh'sbest-known characters, Hugh (Hughie) Trainor,who passed away on November 13. 

� No �Plan A� for the Stormont Agreement, never minda �Plan B� (see quotes, November 30, 2003, below).



CHRISTMAS greetings to the families of the true Republican POWs. FromCABHAIR (Irish Republican Prisoners Dependants Fund).CHRISTMAS greetings to all Republican POWs in Portlaoise, Maghaberryand Magilligan prisons. From Republican Sinn Féin Ard-Oifig.CHRISTMAS greetings to all Republican POWs in Portlaoise, Maghaberryand Magilligan prisons. From Cumann na mBan.CHRISTMAS greetings to Larry McMahon and best wishes for a speedyrecovery. From Peig, Líta and all at Ard-Oifig.CHRISTMAS and revolutionary greetings to all Republican POWs. FromLiam.CHRISTMAS and revolutionary greetings to all Republican POWs. FromPigeon.CHRISTMAS and New Year greetings to the Daly family, Co Tyrone. FromKevin and Kate.CHRISTMAS and revolutionary greetings to Stiofáin Ó Dálaigh. FromAlan, Sinéad and Sorcha.CHRISTMAS and revolutionary greetings to Stiofáin Ó Dálaigh. FromColm, Kerry and girls.CHRISTMAS and revolutionary greetings to Stiofáin Ó Dálaigh and all thePOWs. From John and Winnie Daly.CHRISTMAS greetings to all Republican prisoners in Maghaberry,Portlaoise and Magilligan, who kept the faith. In a matter of principle, therecan be no compromise. From Republican Sinn Féin, Limerick.CHRISTMAS greetings to all true Republican POWs, Portlaoise jail. FromMick Hanly and family, Limerick.CHRISTMAS greetings to Republican POWs, Portlaoise jail. �It is not thosewho can inflict the most, it is those that can endure the most is stronger.�From Joe Benson and the O'Callaghan-Clancy Cumann, Limerick.CHRISTMAS and New Year greetings to all uncompromising RepublicanPOWs, Portlaoise jail. From the Republican Movement, Limerick.CHRISTMAS and New Year greetings to all uncompromising RepublicanPOWs, Portlaoise jail. From Christy Dunne..CHRISTMAS and New Year greetings to all true Republican POWs,Portlaoise jail.  From Ger Brommell and Mick Ryan, Limerick.CHRISTMAS greetings to all Republican POWs, Portlaoise, who kept theirRepublican principles. From Joe, Denise and Rachel Lynch, Limerick.CHRISTMAS greetings to all Republican POWs in Portlaoise, Maghaberryand Magilligan prisons. From Joe Conway/Willie Stewart Cumann, Dundalk& Newry.CHRISTMAS greetings to Eddie Heeney, Portlaoise jail. From your mam,sisters and brothers.CHRISTMAS greetings to all Republican POWs in Portlaoise, Maghaberryand Magilligan prisons. From Comhairle Laighean.CHRISTMAS greetings to all Republican POWs in Portlaoise, Maghaberryand Magilligan prisons. From Comhairle Ceantair Átha Cliath.CHRISTMAS greetings to all Republican POWs in Portlaoise, Maghaberryand Magilligan prisons. From Wolfe Tone Cumann, Tamhlacht, BÁC.CHRISTMAS and New Year greetings to Malachy Maguire, Portlaoise jail.From John, Limerick.CHRISTMAS and New Year greetings to all Republican POWs, Portlaoise,who kept their Republican principles. From Cork Republican.CHRISTMAS greetings to all Continuity POWs, Portlaoise, Maghaberryand Magilligan prisons. From Tommy Crossan, Belfast.CHRISTMAS greetings to Paddy Deery, Brian Galvin and Tom Barry,Portlaoise jail. From Joe Lynch and Des Long, Limerick.CHRISTMAS greetings to all true Republican POWs, Portlaoise jail. FromClare Republican.CHRISTMAS greetings to all Republican POWs in Portlaoise, Maghaberryand Magilligan prisons.  From Dave Cleary, Limerick.CHRISTMAS greetings to all Republican POWs in Portlaoise, Maghaberryand Magilligan prisons. From Colum King, Limerick.CHRISTMAS greetings to all Republican POWs in Portlaoise, Maghaberryand Magilligan prisons. From Johnny Keogh, Limerick.CHRISTMAS greetings to all Republican POWs in Portlaoise, Maghaberryand Magilligan prisons. Wesley Fitzgerald, Limerick.CHRISTMAS greetings to all Republican POWs in Portlaoise, Maghaberryand Magilligan prisons. From Christy Moran, Limerick.CHRISTMAS greetings to all Republican POWs in Portlaoise, Maghaberry

and Magilligan prisons. From Eddy Connory, Limerick.CHRISTMAS greetings to all Republican POWs in Portlaoise, Maghaberryand Magilligan prisons. From Johnny O'Brien, Limerick.CHRISTMAS greetings to all Republican POWs in Portlaoise, Maghaberryand Magilligan prisons. From Ken O'Reilly, Limerick.CHRISTMAS greetings to all Republican POWs in Portlaoise, Maghaberryand Magilligan prisons. From Republican Sinn Féin, Limerick.CHRISTMAS greetings to all Republican POWs in Portlaoise, Maghaberryand Magilligan prisons. From Na Fianna Éireann, Limerick.CHRISTMAS greetings to all Republican POWs in Portlaoise, Maghaberryand Magilligan prisons. From Teresa and Melanie O'Meara, Limerick.CHRISTMAS greetings to all Republican POWs in Portlaoise, Maghaberryand Magilligan prisons. From Brendan Kiely, Limerick.CHRISTMAS greetings to all Republican POWs in Portlaoise, Maghaberryand Magilligan prisons. From Majella Reddan, Limerick.CHRISTMAS greetings to all Republican POWs in Portlaoise, Maghaberryand Magilligan prisons. From Wendy and Cian.CHRISTMAS greetings to all Republican POWs in Portlaoise, Maghaberryand Magilligan prisons. From Cathy, Shane and Craig.CHRISTMAS greetings to Paddy Deery, Benny and Tom, Portlaoise jail.From Carmody/O'Rahilly Cumann, Ballylongford, Co. Kerry.CHRISTMAS greetings to Paddy Deery, Portlaoise jail. From John O'Shea,Ballylongford, Co. Kerry.CHRISTMAS greetings to Paddy Deery, Portlaoise jail. From Liam and BillO'Shea.CHRISTMAS greetings to Paddy Deery, Portlaoise jail. From Liam Cronin

and Tom Costello.CHRISTMAS greetings to Paddy Deery, Portlaoise jail. From John Foran,Mike Horgan and John Moriarty.CHRISTMAS greetings to all Republican POWs in Maghaberry prison.From the Carmody/O'Rahilly Cumann, Ballylongford, Co. Kerry.CHRISTMAS greetings to Johnathan Bermingham, POW, Portlaoise jail.From all the lads at Finucane's Bar, Ballylongford.CHRISTMAS greetings to Johnathan Bermingham, POW, Portlaoise jail.From John O'Shea, Ballylongford.CHRISTMAS greetings to Johnathan Bermingham, POW, Portlaoise jail.From Bill and Liam O'Shea,  Tom Costello, Liam Cronin, John Moriarty andJohn Foran.CHRISTMAS greetings to Paddy Deery, Benny and Tom, Portlaoise jail.From west Waterford Republican Sinn Féin.CHRISTMAS greetings to Paddy Deery, Benny and Tom, Portlaoise jail.From Jim and Tommy and all true Republicans in Cappaquin, Co Waterford.CHRISTMAS greetings to Paddy Deery and all Republican prisoners inPortlaoise and Maghaberry jails. From John and Ruairí, New York.CHRISTMAS greetings to Paddy Deery, Tom and Benny,  Portlaoise jail.From Comhairle na Mumhan.CHRISTMAS greetings to Paddy Deery, Portlaoise jail. From the Munsterarea of Na Fianna Éireann.CHRISTMAS greetings to Paddy Deery, Portlaoise jail. From RepublicanSinn Féin, Listowel.CHRISTMAS greetings to Paddy Deery, Benny and Tom, and all POWs inPortlaoise jail and in English jails. From Michael Church and Tim Cork.CHRISTMAS greetings to Republican prisoners in Portlaoise andMaghaberry jails. From Líta Ní Chathmhaoil.CHRISTMAS greetings to Paddy Deery, Benny and Tom, and all trueRepublicans in  Portlaoise, Maghaberry and Magilligan jails. From Kathleen,Laura and friends in Kilmacthomas, Co Waterford.CHRISTMAS greetings to Paddy Deery and all Republican POWs inPortlaoise and Maghaberryjails. From the west Waterford Republican HungerStrike Commemoration Committee.CHRISTMAS greetings to Paddy Deery in Portlaoise jail. Keep your spiritsup Dad. I will be waiting for you when you come out. Your son Cathal.CHRISTMAS greetings to Paddy, Brian and Tom, Portlaoise jail. FromBrian and Maurice, Bonmahon, Co Waterford.CHRISTMAS greetings to Paddy Deery in Portlaoise jail. From the lads inAbbeyside, Co Waterford.CHRISTMAS greetings to Paddy Deery in Portlaoise jail. From Ginger,Baldy, Skinny, Shorty, Portlaw, Co Waterford.CHRISTMAS greetings to Paddy Deery in Portlaoise jail. From the Deeryfamily, Co Derry.CHRISTMAS greetings to Paddy Deery in Portlaoise jail. From theDonaghy family, Co. Derry.CHRISTMAS greetings to Paddy Deery in Portlaoise jail. From theGormley family, Co. Derry.CHRISTMAS greetings to Paddy Deery in Portlaoise jail. From theNicholas family, Co. Derry.CHRISTMAS greetings to Paddy Deery in Portlaoise jail. From the Devinefamily, Co. Tyrone.CHRISTMAS greetings to Paddy Deery in Portlaoise jail. From Alison andall the family,CHRISTMAS greetings to Paddy Deery in Portlaoise jail. From the Conwayfamily, Co. Tyrone.CHRISTMAS greetings to all Republican POWs. From the RepublicanMovement, Belfast.CHRISTMAS greetings to all Republican POWs. From comrades in northBelfast.CHRISTMAS greetings to all Republican POWs. From Muff, Johnny,Conor, Martin, Paul, Jo and Paula, Belfast.CHRISTMAS greetings to the Waterford lads in Portlaoise prison. FromAlison and all the family.CHRISTMAS greetings to all Republican POWs. From your friends in westBelfast, Ballymurphy, the Markets and the Strand and Ardoyne.CHRISTMAS greetings to the Paddy Deery, Brian Galvin, Tom Barry inPortlaoise prison and all Republican prisoners. From Kathleen.

RememberThe 22Republican Prisoners atChristmasA charaOn behalf of the CentralCommittee of CABHAIR, wewish to thank each and every-one for their support through-out the year.As you know there hasbeen quite a number of pris-oners during this past twelvemonths though thankfullymany are now back withloved ones. However thereare still Republican prisonersto be cared for. Don't believeformer Republicans whoclaim there are no politicalprisoners. Just visit the pris-ons, read SAOIRSE and findout for yourselves. The mediawill not be of help here.There are 12 men await-ing trial who are out on bail inPortlaoise and Maghaberryprisons; six on remand andfour sentenced prisoners.CABHAIR is grateful foryour continued support.The Christmas AnnualSwim run by the DublinCABHAIR Committee underthe direction of the DublinComhairle Ceantair ofRepublican Sinn Féin takesplace as usual this year on

Christmas Day and sponsor-ship cards are available from223 Parnell Street, Dublin 1.Please take a card and collectdonations for the prisonersand take part in any otherfund-raising activities such ascollections and functions dur-ing Prisoners' Month -December. PEIG KINGCABHAIR CentralCommitteeAmhrán Na bhFiannA charaThe name of the IrishNational Anthem is Amhránna bhFiann or A SoldiersSong. It was written byPeadar Kearney (an uncle ofBrendan Behan).The IRFU have droppedthe anthem from their match-es. In Landsdowne Road,British army World War deadare remembered but, as far asI know, there is no plaque toKevin Barry (who playedrugby).The GAA would neverdrop the National Anthem.Imagine the recent All-Ireland final between Tyroneand Armagh without theNational Anthem. It would becompletely out of the ques-tion. In Croke Park there is aplaque to Bloody Sunday(1920) and the Hogan Stand

is named after MichaelHogan who was killed byOccupation Forces on thatday.�Fé mhóid bheith saor.�This means what it says.BRENDAN TOBINCo WexfordNearerTo theAbyssA charaIn their attempt to get theSix-County junta workingagain, Gerry Adams and theleadership of the ProvoAlliance have taken anotherstep nearer to the yawningabyss that lies before them.By their action they haveproved beyond doubt thattheir goal is Privilege, Powerand of course Sterling.It is a big change from thetime the "Battle Cry" was"Tiocfadh ár Lá". Alas wedon't hear that call anymore,not a word about Ireland free.

A puppet assembly willdo them where they will workas loyal and well-paid ser-vants of the English Queen.PEADAR A MACSAMHRÁINCo an CabháinThePowerOfPropagandaA charaSince Ireland became a mem-ber of the EU over thirtyyears ago our identity, free-doms and cultures seem to bebecoming eroded daily whileIreland is becoming more of ahigh-powered rat-race socie-ty. One would wonder whereall this is leaving us.We are constantly brain-washed by the right-wingEstablishment media � �Sir�Tony O'Reilly of the pro-British press he controls, oneof England's top propagan-

dists in Ireland, Kevin Myers,the West Brit from Dublin 4,not to mention RTÉ who arenever done mimicking theBBC. DUBLIN READER(name and address withEditor)BackDoorInternmentA charaIn August I was arrestedunder Section 30 of theOffences Against the StateAct and charged before theSpecial Court in Dublin.I applied for bail whichwas granted eventually. Theamount of bail demanded wasover �50,000, a sum waybeyond my means as anunemployed person andbeyond the mans of anyone Iknow who would otherwiseraise a guarantee for me.

This practice of policesuperintendents demandinghuge bail bonds as a condi-tion of bail for Republicanswhen they know very well theaccused can't afford anythinglike the sums demanded is ablatant denial of an accusedperson's fundamental rights,resulting in manyRepublicans, myself includ-ed, who are innocent untilproven otherwise, being sub-jected to a State policy ofback-door internment for upto two years on the word andwhim of the police.When the accused finallygets to the Special Court thejudges are already underdepartment pressure to con-vict and hand down heavysentences to try to justify theState's corrupt back-doorinternment policy.THOMAS BARRYPolitical PrisonerE4 Portlaoise jail
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Letters to the Editor should be as short as possible and written or typed in double-spacing on one sideof the page. Name and address must be included, but on request will not be published.
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Selection of goods from Irish Freedom Press

� Milestones in Irish History, (ed) Liamde Paor, �10,95. �  State Violence, Northern Ireland 1969-1997, Raymond Murray �12.68 �  The 1916 Poets, Pearse, Plunkett,McDonagh, �11.99. �  The IRA 1926-1936, Brian Hanley,�24.95 HB.

� The IRA 1968-2000, Analysis of aSecret Army, J Bowyer Bell, �26.80.� The Black and Tans, Richard Bennett,�21.70. � Illustrated Irish History, (ed) SéamusMac Annaidh HB �14.95.
� Ann Devlin, Patriot and Heroine, JohnFinnigan, �5.

Voyage of the Catalpa, the escape to freedom of six Irish rebels . . . .
Peter Stevens    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . �20.99
Republican Wexford Remember . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . �3.80
Songs of Resistance 1968-2000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . �6.35
Bold Robert Emmet 1778-1803 . . . .  Seán Ó Brádaigh . . . . . . . . �7.50
Holy Well Traditions: St Declans, Ardmore Stiofán Ó Cadhla . . . �9.95
In Search of a State, Catholics in Northern Ireland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Fionnuala O'Connor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .�11.35
In Their Own Voice: Women and Irish Nationalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Margaret Ward . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .�10.15
Irish Counter Revolution 1921-1936 . . . John M O'Regan  . . . . .�16.99
Irish Ballads, Words and Music (various contributors) . . . . . . . .�13.75
Irish Rebellions 1798-1916, an Illustrated History. Helen Litton �10.15
Jottings in Solitary . . . . . . . . . . . . Michael Davitt . . . . . . . . . . .�21.50
MacBride's Brigade. Irish Commandos in the Anglo-Boer War . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . .  Donal P McCracken . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .�24.95
The Making of Ireland, from Ancient times to the Present . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . James Lydon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . �24.45
Matter of Minutes, The Enduring legacy of Bloody Sunday . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . JoAnne O'Brien . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .�16.50
Northern Divisions, The Old IRA & the Belfast Pogroms 1920-22  . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . Jim McDermott . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . �18.80
The Irish, A Photohistory . . . . . . . . . S Sexton & C Kenealy . . . �38.00
� Post and packing extra. Send orders with cheques or postal orders only to Irish

Freedom Press, 223 Parnell Street, Dublin 1.

On Another Mans Wound . . . . . . . . . . Ernie O'Malley . . . . . . . . �15.00
A Secret History of the IRA . . . . . . . . . . Ed Moloney . . . . . . . . . �25.00
Ten Men Dead . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  David Beresford . . . . . . . �12.20
Far from the Shamrock Shore. The story in song and writing of life in
America . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  �25.50
Frongoch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Seán O'Mahony . . . . . .    �10.00
Kevin Barry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Seán Cronin . . . . . . . . . . .  �3.75
My Fight for Irish Freedom . . . . . . . . .Dan Breen . . . . . . . . . . . .�14.00
Dublin Monaghan Bombings . . . . . . . .Don Mullan . . . . . . . . . . .�12.85
Soul on Fire, Life of Thomas Russell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . �49.50
A Servant of the Queen . . . . . . . . . . . Maude Gonne McBride . . .�11.35
An Index of Deaths from the Conflict in Ireland 1969-1993 . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Malcolm Sutton . . . . . . . . . �12.65
Borstal Boy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brendan Behan . . . . . . . . .�12.20
Tragedies of Kerry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dorothy Macardle . . . . . . . �3.25
Bolivian Diary . . . . . . . . Ernesto Che Guevara . . . . . . . . . . . . .  �13.00
Fellowship of Freedom . . . . . . . . . . .Kevin Whelan . . . . . . . . . . �19.00
The Táin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .translated by Thomas Kinsellsa . . . . �15.30
Bloody Sunday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dermot P Walsh . . . . . . . .   �19.00
Irish Republican Women in America . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Joanne Mooney Eichacker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . �27.00
No Ordinary Women. Female Activists in the Revolutionary Years 1900-
1923 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sinéad McCoole . . . . . . . . . . . . . �28.00



DECEMBER1953 was ded-icated to thesupport of theR e p u b l i c a nprisoners andtheir depen-dants. EveryDecember forthe next tenyears was to be so devoted.The campaign of the RepublicanAid Committee started within daysof the sentencing of the threeIrishmen in England on October 7.The following weekend a three-inchdouble column advertisement wasplaced in the Sunday Press newspa-per of October 11. Headed �Eight Years Penal Servitude!� itmade a direct appeal for assistance for theprisons and their dependants. The text read asfollows:�Eight long years out of a man's life! Whata dreadful thought, but more dreadful still tothe man himself is the fear that during thoseeight years his wife and children, his depen-dants, may be in want.�Last week three young Irishmen weresentenced to eight years' penal servitude inEngland. Already there are four others impris-oned in Crumlin Road Jail, Belfast, one ofwhom is serving five years' penal servitude.�We can help those prisoners most effec-tively by helping to provide for their wivesand children while they are in prison. Helpthem by subscribing to the Republican AidCommittee.�Subscriptions, large or small, should besent to: An Rúnaí, Tomás Ó Dubhghaill, c/oUnited Irishman office, 94 Seán Treacy Street,Dublin.�An t-Éireannach Aontaithe/The UnitedIrishman of December 1953 carried on itsfront page photographs of Seán Mac Stíofán,Manus Canning and Joe Campbell, all prison-ers of the Crown. A photo of Cathal Gouldinghad been carried on the front page of theNovember issue.The paper, under its page one headline �AStriking Contrast� also carried a photo of ex-British soldiers marching under the shadow ofthe GPO in Dublin with Lieut-General JHartigan taking the salute on Sunday,November 8 (Poppy Day).�It is a sad paradox that one page can con-tain such conflicting photographs,� the leadstory said. �All Irishmen � one body of themmarching, in effect, to honour the enemywhich has imprisoned the other three.�And sad, too, that they are marchingunder the protection of a government whichpays lip-service to Anti-Partition and the likeand acts simultaneously in the service ofEngland.�Seeing such imperialist demonstrationson the streets of Cork, Belfast or Dublin mightdeter many, inclined to say, 'What can be doneif, in fact, the Occupations Forces can paradefreely in Ireland?'�That philosophy could have been aptlyapplied to our history for hundreds of yearsnow; but it took clear-sighted, high-principledmen to rise above it and in so doing, lift themass of the people with them.�Such men are not lacking today . . . [theprisoners] are the men, and it is fitting thatthey should demonstrate fully the spiritualunity of Republican Ireland, representing - asthey do � the Six Counties, the 26 Countiesand the Exiles.
�Fortunately their imprisonment byEngland is helping in a magnificent way to liftonce again the mass of our people out of thedepressing philosophy of defeatism anddespair.�They do not ask for votes of sympathy orink-deep resolutions. What they do require isyour support; real, live support which alonecan help to realize the objectives for whichthey are now spending their young lives inEngland's prisons. Join the RepublicanMovement.�A �strap� at the bottom of the page repeatsthe message to join the Movement and adds�Full Details: G Ó Broin, c/o The UnitedIrishman, Seán Treacy House, 94 TalbotStreet, Dublin.�Meanwhile, in Belfast on December 4 aBritish court sentenced the abstentionist

Stormont MP for Mid-Tyrone Liam Kelly to12 months imprisonment for sedition.It was alleged by RUC witnesses that dur-ing an election meeting the previous Octoberhe had said from a public platform: �I will notgive allegiance to the bastard Queen of a bas-tard nation. Do I believe in force? The answeris Yes, the more the better and the sooner thebetter.�If true it appeared as if he sought to bearrested and jailed for remarks which weredeliberately provocative. He said he would notrecognise any court set up in Ireland by theBritish Crown.Kelly who had been imprisoned inCrumlin Road jail, Belfast during the 1940s,had splintered from the RepublicanMovement about 1950. he set up a politicalorganisation confined to the Six Countiescalled Fianna Uladh. In court he stated that he�accepted and upheld� the 1937 Constitutionof the 26 Counties.
POLITICAL RESTRICTIONSSince 1933 when Pádraig Mac Lógáin,later President of Sinn Féin, was elected forSouth Armagh as an abstentionist in theStormont elections of that year, a politicalrestriction was imposed on candidates in orderto secure nomination.They were required to give a solemn pub-lic undertaking that if elected they would sit inStormont. The unionist regime was taking aleaf out of the Free State's book. In 1927 theyhad brought into law a similar undertaking forcandidates in 26-County parliamentary elec-tions.Both partitionist assemblies, North andSouth, had now driven and excluded Sinn Féinand other Republican candidates from publiclife. Liam Kelly had signed such a politicaltest oath to secure nomination.His address to the court was believed atthe time to have been written for him by SeánMac Bride, then a TD for Leinster House:�It is not sedition for an Irishman to saythat Ireland belongs to the Irish people andthat no foreign monarch or country has a rightto claim or exercise jurisdiction in any part ofIreland.�Very good, but he went on to say: �. . . Iaccept and am prepared to uphold to the bestof my ability the Constitution which the Irishpeople adopted by referendum of the 1st July,1937.� He should have said "the people of the26 Counties" and that this Constitution con-fined its writ to 26 Counties only.An t-Éireannach Aontaithe/The UnitedIrishman in its October 1953 editorial headed�All Ireland!� stated: �Elections for Stormontare being held and each candidate mustdeclare that if elected he (sic) will take his seatand with it the Oath of Allegiance [to theCrown of England].�There is only one fitting answer � torefuse to make this oath, in fact, to boycott thiselection. Surely it is obvious by now that wewill never get rid of this galling imposition bysubmitting to it.�But when one of those Nationalist MPs

refused to enter Stormont and sought insteadto attend at Leinster House he was told hecould not be admitted there. He was repre-senting an area outside the 26 Counties and toadmit him would raise �legal and constitution-al difficulties� � it would be a breach of thesacred agreement of 1922.�There is only one solution � the SinnFéin solution: To set up a Parliament for all 32Counties � to scrap both Leinster House andStormont and supplant them by the All-Ireland Republican Parliament.�It is a job which must be carried by allthe Irish people, requiring the co-operationand active energetic support of North andSouth, East and West.�The editorials in the Republican newspa-per in its November and December issues con-tinue to clarify the position regarding LiamKelly.His election manifesto said: �I have noquarrel with constitutional government as itexists in the 26 Counties. My aim is the defacto extension of the Constitution enacted inDublin a few years ago to all the land ofIreland.�The December editorial said: �. . . its [theSouthern statelet] successive governmentshave vied with each other in co-operation withour national enemy and this co-operation hasbeen even more complete and blatant since theadoption of the new Free State Constitution in1937.�It went on to mention that the "Southernstatelet was founded to undermine theGovernment of the Republic [the All-IrelandDáil] and that its [Free State] army has actedas the first line of defence of the continuedBritish control (it has never yet fired a shotagainst the invaders)."The death of Seán McCaughey on hungerand thirst strike, the rounding up of escapeesfrom Derry jail when they crossed intoDonegal and their internment in the Curragh,the handing over of Harry White and MickQuill by Stormont to the 26-County police inthe expectation that they would be executedwere all examples of the cross-Border collab-oration of the 1940s.Republicans agreed with Liam Kelly onthe points of abstention from Stormont and theuse of force against British occupation butrejected acceptance of the collaborationiststate in the 26 Counties.
Fianna Uladh was never organised outsidea small area of Co Tyrone. It developed con-tacts in Belfast and along the 26-County sideof the Border, later a small armed body calledSaor Uladh emerged. Both organisations hadfaded by 1960.The Republican paper noted the jailing offour young Scotsmen charged with havingconspired to overthrow British rule inScotland. They were sentenced to 12 monthsimprisonment each, having been found notguilty on some charges and guilty on others.�But their trial has certainly caught publicimagination in Scotland. Many who previous-ly would not have dreamt of breaking the con-nection with England are beginning to thinkand the trial has been a wonderful morale

booster for Scottish Nationalists.�Certainly by all accounts the policestooge �Cullen� is not very popular today inEdinburgh,� the report concludes.The activities of the British occupationforces in Kenya are also covered. �CaptainGriffiths of the King's African Rifles, chargedwith murdering two Africans who, he said,�were trying to escape�, admitted to havingshot them in the back with a Bren gun.�He returned half-an-hour later and find-ing one of them still alive, he confessed tohave shot him in the temple �to put him out ofagony�.
BOUNTY�In evidence it was stated that there wascompetition between the various battalions asto the number of Africans they had killed orwounded � a bounty of five shillings or 10shillings was paid by the officer to successfulmarksmen, while a scoreboard was kept in thebarracks.�Capt Griffiths' unit was due to leave soonfor Malaya so he was anxious to increase hisscore as much as possible before leaving, sohis men were told �to shoot anything as longas it is black�.�So we have the people of Kenya facedwith heavy bombers, machine-guns and rifles,while they depend on knives or the few gunsthey have managed to commandeer. But it isthe Kenyans who are the terrorists!�The Barnes and McCormack Memorialproject is also reported on. A local committeewas formed at a meeting in Banagher, CoOffaly � home to peter Barnes � some timepreviously. Tom Keena, chair of the CountyCommittee, attended.�The purpose of the committee is to raisefunds for the erection of a suitable memorialin Banagher to Peter Barnes and JamesMcCormack, who were executed in Englandin 1940.�Mr M Verney, Birr, said that the GAACentral Council presented a football and hurl-ing shield to the Offaly County Board someyears ago for competition amongst footballand hurling teams in the county, the gate pro-ceeds of which were to raise funds for thispurpose.�The County Board had at present about£70 in the fund, and he proposed to get theBoard to re-start the competition in the com-ing year. It was decided also to hold céilís andconcerts in various centres.�The following committee was elected:Chair: PK Egan, Co C; Hon Secretary, SeánHynes; Treasurer, K Kenny; Committee: FMcIntyre, W Burke, H Johnston, J Kelly, PMcNally and M McIntyre.�It took nine years to complete the work.

(More next month. Refs. An t-ÉireannachAontaithe/The United Irishman, October,November, December 1953; The SundayPress, October 11, 1953 and Songs of theFighting North, published 1956.)
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50Years Ago

�THE MONTH OF THE PRISONERS�

� An Cumann Cabhrach/Republican Aid Committtee�s constitution, November 1953.



He was a native ofFlanders and left Belgiumas a political refugee tocome to Ireland over fiftyyears ago.
He taught French forsome years in ColáisteMhuire in Dublin, learnedIrish and wrote and pub-lished a book about hisnative land, AiséiríFlóndrais.
He and his wife,Juliette, set up a small busi-ness, publishing textbooks

and that business has sincegrown and flourished tobecome Folens Public-ations Ltd.
Thousands of prisoners'

children benefited fromAlbert Folens� generosity ata time of stress and loneli-ness in their lives.
On their behalf we offerour deepest sympathy toMrs Juliette Folens and herchildren and grandchildren.
Suaimhneas síoraí goraibh ag Albert. fear uasalcineálta.

LANDERS (nee Farrington), ofBayside and Wexford Street, Dublin,� Aine, a veteran of Cumann namBan and much loved mother ofAidan, Brendan and Grainne. Now

joins her beloved husband Sean inGod's care; sadly missed by her lov-ing sons, daughter, son-in-law Che,daughter-in-law Dara, grandchildrenFiona, Darren, Ken and Ethan, rela-tives and friends. Ar dheis lamh Dégo raibh a hanam.LANDERS, Deepest sympathy to theLanders and Farrington families,Dublin on the death of their motherAnnie. From the Executive, Cumannna mBan.LANDERS, Deepest sympathy to theLanders and Farrington families,Dublin on the death of their motherAnnie. From her friends Peig andPaddy King.TRAINOR, The Ard Chomhairle,Republican Sinn Féin extends deep-est sympathy to the family andfriends of Hughie Trainor, Armagh.TRAINOR, The Republican prison-ers, Portlaoise jail, regret to learn ofthe death of Hughie Trainor, Armaghand offer their sincere condolences tohis family, especially our comradeGregory Trainor. Go raibh suaimh-neas síoraí dá anam uasal.

CAMPBELL/LOUGHRIE �28thanniversary. In proud and loving

memory of Vol Seán Campbell andVol Jim Loughrie, killed in action,December 6, 1975. �The fools, thefools, the fools, they have left us ourFenian dead and while Ireland holdsthese graves, Ireland unfree shallnever be at peace.� Never forgottenby their friends and comrades inPortlaoise jail.FOX � 31st Anniversary. In proudand loving memory of 16-year-oldFian Bernard Fox, who was shot byBritish Army while on active servicein. Ardoyne, Belfast. Rememberedwith pride by their comrades in NaFianna Éireann.HANLEY � 82rd Anniversary. Inproud and loving memory of FianPatrick Hanley, Cork city who wasshot by RIC in his home onDecember 17, 1920. Rememberedwith pride by their comrades in NaFianna Éireann.HUGHES � 31st Anniversary. Inproud and loving memory of FianSeán Hughes Belfast. Shot by BritishArmy while on active service onDecember 4, 1972. Rememberedwith pride by their comrades in NaFianna Éireann.  
MURRAY � 2nd anniversary. Inproud and loving memory of Kevin(Kiddo) Murray, who died onNovember 13, 2001. Never forgottenby his friends in Portlaoise jail.

IRISH Republicans are fullyaware of the long history of ourstruggle against the British andthe policy of London to divide andconquer the Irish in order to main-tain control of Ireland. The successof the British has largely been due toIrishmen who became informers orjust plain sell-outs.Our cause could have had somesuccess if there had been unbrokenunity and support in the Movementwithout traitors, but this was not tobe. There have been those in theUnited States  who could haveassisted but they too sold their souls.Many Irish Americans havebeen in a position to help liberate theSix Counties by taking the British totask for their occupation of theNorth. The first obvious one wasJoseph P Kennedy who was appoint-ed Ambassador to the �UnitedKingdom� by US President FranklinD Roosevelt. The appointment was areward for Kennedy's support ofRoosevelt's Presidential campaign.Why did Kennedy choose thatjob when most people would haveexpected him to choose to beAmbassador to the 26 Counties.After all Kennedy was known as oneof the wealthiest and most promi-nent Irish Americans and spoken ofas a possible successor to Roosevelt.The answer is the need forKennedy to rise above his Irish rootsand become the equal of the domi-nant elite in the United States, theWhite Anglo-Saxon Protestantupper class. It was the intent ofKennedy to create an Irish Catholicelite apart from ordinary IrishAmericans.Kennedy's children were sent toelite prep schools and universitiesthat Irish Americans with normalmeans could not afford and were notwanted regardless of their resources.As we well know, the WASP groupare descendants of those who camefrom Britain.Thinking Roosevelt would oth-erwise appoint a WASP JoeKennedy put pressure on for the job,but Roosevelt hesitated because awell-known Irish American mightoffend the British.Jim Farley, another prominentIrish American, wanted Kennedy acompetitor for Roosevelt's full atten-tion, so he lobbied Roosevelt toappoint Kennedy Ambassadorwhich he did and got rid of him.Irish Americans assumed that JoeKennedy wanted to go to England toput the British in their place due totheir continued occupation of thenorth of Ireland. Hopes were highfor Irish Americans.

The only interest the Kennedyshad in Ireland was their associationwith the Anglo-Irish upper class, butfor the most part the Kennedys wentout of their way to ingratiate them-selves with the British aristocracyand try to be more British than theBritish. The Kennedys were totallymesmerised by the British. Here wasa golden opportunity for justice, butJoe Kennedy trashed Ireland.The same optimism surroundedJoe Kennedy's son John F Kennedywho became President of the UnitedStates. JFK played up his Irishnessfor the voters, but when he got to bePresident he soon forgot Ireland.The British would have listened toJFK because he captured the imagi-nation of the British people and hissocial partners in Washingtonworked at the British Embassy, peo-ple he had cultivated during the daysof his time in England.Kennedy was a great proponentof the very special relationshipbetween the �UK� and the US andhis hero was Winston Churchill whowas one of the greatest enemies ofthe Irish people, but it didn't touchPresident Kennedy.
DISAPPOINTMENTJFK was a great disappointment,but hopes were raised again whenKennedy was advised that he shouldvisit Ireland before his re-electioncampaign to appease Irish Catholicvoters. He agreed and took Irelandby storm and won the hearts of mostof the people.Many concerned Irish activistsexpected him to make some refer-ence to at least the possibility thatIreland might one day be united, buthe made no reference at all to unity.The two Kennedys failed inexercising their ethnicity in favourof Ireland and preferred the Englishfor socialisation. Another IrishAmerican who used his Irish identi-fication in his own run for thePresidency was Ronald Reagan.Known as the great communica-tor, Reagan was adept at giving aspeech and his public persona was anice guy who liked everyone, butthere was a dark side to the man. Thedark side was a callous man whowould stab people in the back.He was contacted by FBIDirector, J Edgar Hoover, and per-suaded to be an informer in the filmindustry. Hoover was obsessed withCommunist infiltration in the movieindustry business.Reagan kept his red diary andwrote notes on actors, directors andproducers. He observed who wereon Hoover's suspect list. He also

kept a list of his own of all thosewith hard left-wing leanings. FromReagan's comments and recommen-dations, Hoover created files and ablacklist was created and peoplewere targeted. Movies that Reaganand Hoover thought might haveCommunist tendencies were ear-marked for the blacklist and thoseinvolved were consideredCommunists or Commie fellowtravellers.Hoover with Reagan's full co-operation was successful in destroy-ing careers and lives and neither ofthe men had any compassion forthose they ruined. There is nothingas despicable as what Reagan did tohis colleagues in the film industry.This was Reagan's idea of beinga patriot � to turn in his friends.According to his file, Reagan was anenthusiastic informer and relishedwhat he was doing and it noted thathe even turned in names of people inthe industry of whom he was jealousbecause they were on a higher scalethan he.Reagan carried on for years andhe recruited others to help himwhich they did out of fear he wouldput their names on a list of guilty byassociation. By pursuing left wing,not Communist, individuals, organ-ised crime people in the movie busi-ness were protected from exposureand investigation.Reagan was the epitome of thestage Irishman and played the role tothe hilt and that is all he thought;being Irish was nothing about anycommitment to Irish causes. He hadno exposure to Irish people in hisyouth so it isn't entirely his fault, butwhen he was confronted with Irishissues in the election he just ignoredhim rather than get research on themand obtain an understanding. Hedidn't believe he needed to help onIrish issues to seek Irish votes. Hisidea was to have a pint of Guinnessand crack a joke.EARLY on in his Presidency,Ronald Reagan became closefriends with his soul mateBritish Prime Minister MargaretThatcher. She sought him out andcalled him her favourite Irishmanand he bought off on it and playedthe stage Paddy for her. Thatcherwould appeal to Reagan and bringout that dark side. She persuadedhim that the Republican Movementwere terrorists and not like theAstute Irish like himself and otherslike him.

Not being the brightest bulb,Reagan bought her line. She con-vinced him that the terrorists had tobe stopped as well as their support-ers in the States. Reagan pledged theresources of the US to stopping Irish'terrorist' support. She said that amajor problem was CongressmanMario Biaggi of New York.Reagan gave orders that the FBIshould set Biaggi up and the FBI hadhim charged with accepting bribesand evidence was manipulated andBiaggi was convicted. The manresponsible for setting Biaggi upwas none other than Rudi Giuliani,never a friend to the Irish.Like Reagan, Giuliani would beknighted by the Queen of Englandfor service to the Crown. It was easyfor Reagan to inform on hisHollywood friends and it was easierto persecute committed members ofthe Irish American community.Supporting Irish unity made you anenemy of Thatcher and Reagan.When Thatcher had to deal withthe Irish hunger strikers in 1981, sheconsulted Reagan on how torespond. Reagan said they were ter-rorists and to let them die if theycontinued. As President, Reaganreturned to his informer mode andjoined with Maggie Thatcher in thewar against the Irish RepublicanMovement.To turn on your own whom youhave used to benefit yourself andthen to stab them in the back makesReagan a historical classmate of theAmerican traitor Benedict Arnold,who crossed over and joined theBritish. Ronald Reagan turned onhis Irish blood and crossed over tojoin the Brits against us. 
HONOURABLE MENThe hunger strikers are at the topof honourable men while Reagandoes not even make the list. Hisresponse to their deaths was �If theyhadn't gone on hunger strike, theywouldn't have died�. The diseaseReagan has is perhaps simple justicefor his disgusting inhumanity andguile.During his eight years asPresident, Mrs Thatcher consultedwith Reagan many times regardingIreland and he never once asked herto back off from her policy of cruel-ty. He supported her every move.Reagan had the friendship withThatcher whereby they could havesomething decent for the Irish peo-ple and both could have been heroes.They chose the dark road of criminalabuse.The Thatcher policy on the SixCounties and the abuse and murderof innocent civilians classify her as awar criminal under internationallaw. Ronald Reagan is an accom-plice before and after the fact mak-ing him a war criminal as well.Reagan is the hero of George WBush and is following in the foot-

steps of his predecessor in hisembrace of England against trueIrish Republicans.Americans have idolised Reaganas some icon and have never donereasonable research on his earlybackground as an informer. Thatwork set his character as a deviousindividual with no true moral con-science. His Presidency saw the massivegrowth in the importation of illegaldrugs because Reagan approved thepolicy that gun smuggling intoCentral America to arm his surro-gates by drug barons was a trade-offthat allowed them to bring drugsback in undetected.Historically, it has been our ownwho have prevented our progressbecause we have watered down thecentral issue for Irish American sup-port for Irish Republicanism. Wemust look to those who never com-promised and held fast to the onlyviable issue that Irish Americansshould and must support: one 32-County Irish Republic, and thosethat espouse it without stepping-stones. A stepping-stone is a syn-onym for sell-out.No one can justify the presentfailed British �peace process�because it does not specify a with-drawal date for British departurewhich isn't happening. We in theStates must in our right minds con-demn the pacifiers of Unionism whoaccept partition which is the peacewithout justice process. This processis endorsed and embraced by all theBritish leaders: Blair, Hume,Paisley, Trimble, Adams andMcGuinness.Irish justice is unity and that jus-tice demands support for those whodemand justice and that is the trueRepublican Movement �Republican Sinn Féin and its lead-ers, Ruairí Ó Brádaigh, Des Long,Mary Ward, etc. on this side of theAtlantic, if we follow the simpleadvice of the late Patron ofRepublican Sinn Féin, MichaelFlannery � never compromise withthe British. Flannery with his lastdying breath rejected those � theProvisional Movement � who com-promised with the British. He stuckto his principles for all his ninedecades and died as he lived, anhonourable man.FLANNERY was an Irish sol-dier unlike Ronald Reagan,excuse me, Sir RonaldReagan, who was a British informerand an Irish traitor. There is strengthin the humble soldier who never soldhis soul, and there is cowardice inthe so-called great man who sold hissoul to the enemy.Let Irish Americans choose thepath of honour or that of traitor.There are too many of the enemyamong our own. There can be nocompromise!� Peadar Mac Fhínín
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Fenian Notes
From our Washington Correspondent

Comhbhrón

I gCuimhne�  Annie Landers, RIP.
BEST wishes for a speedy recovery to John O'Connor. From all at Ard-Oifig.BEST wishes for a speedy recovery to John O'Connor. From Na FiannaÉireann.CONGRATULATIONS to Des Dalton on his recent election as VicePresident of Republican Sinn Féin. From Na Fianna Éireann.THANKS to the O'Rahilly/Carmody Cumann, Ballylongford, Co Kerryfor their recent hospitality towards members of Na Fianna attending theEddie Carmody commemoration there. From Na Fianna Éireann.

Beannachtaí

Albert Folens
ALBERT Folens of Dublin who died recentlywas a big-hearted benefactor of the Republicanprisoners during the 1970s and '80s.



THE Rev Ian has won anhistoric victory in therecent six county elec-tions. His trouncing of DavidTrimble's Unionist Party hasseen him achieve a lifetimegoal. We must ask ourselveswhat he will do next.Despite the SDLP's MarkDurkan standing on Liffordbridge and calling for a refer-endum on unity the republicwas not achieved. GerryAdams and Co having sur-passed the SDLP in the num-ber of votes they polled arecalling for the re-establish-ment of Stormont. A far stepfrom achieving a republic. Which brings us back tothe original question ie canPailey deliver a republic.Let's look at his trackrecord. He achieved his doc-torate in religious studies inAmerica. A Republic. Has

one of his churches situated inConvoy, County Donegal (Arepublic?) Doesn't like theQueen of England becauseshe doesn't like him. Is amember of the European par-liament where France - arepublic - has great sway. Hasa habit of being awkward anddislikes being told what hethinks. Now, since Gerry Adams,Mark Durkan and DavidTrimble are adamant that theywish to run the north onbehalf of the British govern-ment - it appears that Paisleyis the only individual who isout of step. Of course it wouldrequire an extreme about turnon his part.Let's remember thatGerry Adams started out pro-fessing to be a republican andis now as staunch a unionistas David and Mark. Let's

remember that David Trimbleprofessed to be a unionist andis now against direct rule ( ifwe are to believe him)Is it really so impossiblethat Paisley might become aRepublican? And if he didbecome a Republican couldhe actually deliver the repub-lic?WELL, let's look atwhat he has to offerin this respect.He has the ear of God andunlike Gerry Adams has notsurrendered any weapons tothe British government. Ifvotes can unite Ireland thenhe can get them in abundance.It appears there is only onestumbling block and that ishow to get him to convert toRepublicanism. Let's look at how Gerryand company were convertedto unionism and see if there

are any tips there. For Gerry itall began when a friend of hiscalled Lean stepped into aBritish barracks in Belfastand named the IRA's northerncommand leadership. All ofwhom were promptly arrest-ed. When they came out ofprison they had beenreplaced. These replacementsgained control of the IRA'sweapons and over the pastfew years have been handingthem over to the Britishthrough an intermediarycalled General John. It appears that allRepublicans have to do is getsomeone to name the UlsterResistance leadership, getthem arrested and thenreplace them with pro-Republican elements, find outwhere they keep theirweapons and then turn themagainst the British. If the

Adams and company exampleholds true then Paisley willbecome a Republican so longas he can remain a leader.ALL this may seem abit far-fetched, butthen in 1986 therewere many, perhaps a majori-ty of Republicans, whobelieved Martin McGuinnessand Gerry Adams when theysaid if they were given powerthey could deliver a republic.There were many whobelieved that they wouldnever hand over weapons andthere were very many whobelieved they could never beconverted to unionism.At the end of the day Isuppose it is wishful thinking.However, when we look atPaisley and Adams andDurkan and Trimble which ofthem is most likely to delivera republic through the means

at hand? Gerry has noweapons (he gave themaway), Trimble has no incli-nation. Paisley as he hasshown has weapons, the abil-ity to win, and doesn't feel theneed to toady to anyone.There is just one elementmissing. He isn't aRepublican.He apparently can't beconverted and as we havealready stated there is nopoint in trying to convert theother three. We seem to haveanswered the question. No,Paisley cannot deliver therepublic. Can anyone elseinvolved in these recent elec-tions do so? - and even if theyhad the inclination, by whatmeans can they? 
�  Mac Cool
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Newsroom

What made this different tothe many reports/documen-taries that subsequently werescreened after the ending of thewar in Iraq was that this crewduring the duration of the mak-ing of this programme wereattacked by �friendly fire� byUS F14 fighter planes, whichopened up debate about thecredibility of the war that wasbeen waged at that time in theMiddle East.Many of the inside docu-mentaries about this war, likethis one, captured the raw emo-tion and tension involved forthe press that travelled andrisked their lives daily to cap-ture first-hand the war that wasunfolding before their eyes. Itshowed the reporters and crewfrom the start of their journeyin London to the Kurdish coun-try within Iraq. What they did well wascapture the emotions involvedfor them knowing that theywould soon be in the middle ofan area that would soonexplode into open war-fare?What was missing though wasa discussion and an analyis ofthese people to discuss whattheir perceptions and feelingswere about this war that was

about to be inflicted in thecountry they were travelling to. But what did give them anavenue to explore the futility ofimperialist wars was the unfor-tunate dropping of a bomb thatlanded near their convoy ofKurdish and US troops Itsshowed first-hand the horror ofwhat the people of Iraq havehad to endure to achieve theirso-called �liberation�. Itshowed the carnage that onemisguided missile can do topeople, and what was scary wasto think the devastation and thestench of death this one bombleft, can people imagine what3,000 of these would have left,and how many people werekilled/maimed during thisprocess?You almost get the feelingwatching it that the reportersthat have survived the bombingbegin to reflect on the necessityof war, and ask if it is worth it,when this is the result of it? Weall know of liberation strugglesaround the world by the free-dom loving people of thisworld, and would agree withthe motives of these, but impe-rialist wars are wars of greedand self-gain for the few, at theexpense of the greater, but less

well off, majority. As Pádraig Pearse oncestated, �War is a terrible thing,but war is not an evil thing, it isthe things that make war neces-sary that are evil.� I have cometo the conclusion that this quotehas great relevance to this

piece. We all want peace, whatright thinking person wouldn't?I have never met oneRepublican that did not want tosee peace, not just in Ireland,but around the world, but at thesame time we can realise that itis a tactic that sometimes must

come into play and must beused to achieve political gainwhen there is no other visibleoption open to them.What also became evidentis the hypocrisy of the capitalistsystems that co-operate witheach other to help each otherkeep their firm grip on theworlds affairs. Who has themonopoly to inflict war on apeople and a nation? Does theUS/British coalition dictate tothe rest of us where the nextstrike against �terror� is goingto be, and if we disagree with itwe are only left-wing agitatorsagainst the �free world�. It is a funny thought to seethe US joining forces with theKurdish army in northern Iraq,and how they had expressed�great regret� at the mistreat-ment that has been inflicted onthe Kurdish people down theyears, when they stood idly byas Turkey has done all in itspower to wipe out the Kurdishpeople in south-Eastern Turkey. Another disturbing fact thatshould be addressed, is the wel-coming home of US troopsfrom Iraq as �heroes�. With thepicures of what devastation thatone bomb can endure on peo-ple, and how willingly theyhave taken innocent life, it issad to see people who havehelped pacify their countriesgreed by going to a foreign landand inflicting mass destructionand death on that area, be wel-comed home as national icons! The only other people I canthink of who would welcomehome mass-murderers home asheroes would be loyalists, andperhaps that says it all really.They both share the same supe-

rior attitude towards peoplefrom areas of the world theydeem to the more �obscure�parts of the world and towardspeople of a differentculture/religious faith, so theylose the sense of value in thathumans life, as has been evi-dent in the celebration, in thepast, from loyalists in acts thathave involved the taking indis-criminately of innocent life ofpeople who are of a differentreligious background to them.That life is deemed less impor-tant because of this, so it wouldraise similarities to the UStroops celebrations after com-ing home from the massslaughter of a nation.Unfortunately, this is a pointthe programme did not givepeople a grasp of.What the programme didgive me a greater understand-ing of was the very same pointthat Padraig Pearse tried tomake all those years ago. We,during times of occupation, likeIraq, have a right to wage waragainst the occupier in a disci-plined manner, and mostimportantly, in a manner thatobeys the unwritten laws ofhumanity. When you drop1000lb bombs onto heavilypopulated areas you breakthose unwritten rules, anddeserve not to have a carnivalto await your arrival home, buta tribunal for you to explainyour actions. War, as wasshown by the BBC and JohnSimpson, is a terrible thing, andis also on occasions indeed anevil thing.� Poblachtach Óg,Áth Cliath

�Friendlyfire?�RECENTLY the BBC screened a documentaryIn the line of fire � filmed by one of theirreporters John Simpson and his crew on thewar in Iraq. 

� WAR CRIME: An unexploded cluster bomb (used byboth US and British forces) in a civilian area in Iraq. Inone US Air Force attack on the Nader district of Hilla,south of Baghdad, on April 1, 2003 at least 44 civilianswere killed by cluster bombs. There were no Iraqi forcesin the area at the time.


