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DuPont Democracy

Just about every shade of opinion in the North-west has
publicly come out in opposition to DuPont’s proposed toxic
waste incinerator at Maydown. Environmental groups,
farmers, tenants’ associations, the City Council, the Trades
Council, public representatives, even the bishops have had
their say. Every tactic has been used from marches and
street theatre to the more formal opposition of city and
county councils. The message is clear. The vast majority of
the people of the North-west, on both sides of the Border,
view the proposed incinerator as dangerous and totally un-
wanted.

The correct and democratic course of action for Du-
Pont and the London and Dublin governments is to accept
this and go back to the drawing board. They must address
the fundamental issue of the continued production of toxic
waste, not the construction of additional toxic waste incin-

erators.

Despite such clear opposition by the local community,

DuPont intends to proceed.
Martin McGuinness comments:
“DuPont officials are fond of speaking
about the “special relationship” between
DuPont and Derry. The current contro-
versy makes clear just what DuPont mean
by that “special relationship:” DuPont are
behaving as if Derry is DuPont’s “com-
pany town."
“No one objects to DuPont making
a contribution to the local economy.
However, we must recognise that DuPont
are what they are because of the efforts of
the highly skilled and dedicated local
workforce . Their labour has made Du-
Pont‘s Maydown site highly profitable.
“People are understandably angry
about the danger to their health and to the
environment posed by a toxic waste incin-
erator. But there are other issues as impor-
tant as environmental protection here: de-
mocracy, accountability and self-determi-
nation.
‘“The community are just as angry
atbeing denied these rights. Without these
rights, we cannot protect ourselves from

toxic incinerators or from anything else we
do not want.
LOW STANDARDS IN
HIGH PLACES

“Democracy is a cosmetic farce
unless the powerful can be held account-
able to the public. Without accountability,
low standards in high places becomes the
rule. Government becomes not public
service butan opportunity for private greed.
The current scandals erupting daily in the
Free State over politicians and business
moguls amassing vast personal wealth by
“insider dealing” is one example.

“Unless the community has the
power to make important decisions affect-
ing its own future then there is no real
democracy. DuPont is claiming the right to
make a decision in the interests of its
multinational business and imposing that
decision over the right of the people of the
North-west to make vital decisions about
their future.

“When did a multinational com-
pany get the right to veto the wishes of the
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majority of the North-west? Is the City of
Derry not entitled to make decisions inits
own best interests?

“Republicans believe that with this
country partitioned and a foreign army
occupying a part of it, democracy cannot
exist anywhere in Ireland. The present
toxic waste controversy, where vital deci-
sions concerning people’s lives and future
are being taken at a multinational level,
without accountability to the local com-
munity, demonstrates this. Itisevident that
appropriate institutions which give people
real and meaningful control over their own
lives simply do not exist.

«Is “democracy” the exclusive
privilege of the elite whosit on the execu-
tive board of DuPont, and at select and
secret government meeting in London
and Dublin? Is “accountability” a privi-
lege of DuPont stockholders, not the
right of the public? Does “self-determi-
nation” mean DuPont's right to shape
its future at the expense of present and
future generations of Derry people?

“Ireland needs democracy With
genuine accountability and self-determi-
nation. Only when such institutions exist
can issues such as toxic waste be success-
fully tackled. In the absence of this, the
people themselves must become a power
forchangeandmainmimhemcmymity
to defeat the toxic incinerator issue.

NO TOXIC INCINERATOR!




COUNCIL
ACTION

Derry City Council has made publx
jis opposition (© the proposed INCINCTALN
@l overy stage

They have also taken up Sin Fein
suggestions and:

» demanded that DuPont provide 3
*woxic inventory” - information on the
toxic substances they 1mport, and loxic
waste that is fed into their current incincra-

* in conjunction with Limavady
and Donegal Councils, ordered a thorough
study of the total public health impact of
the sort of incinerator DuPoal wanis 10
build ]

» refused to cooperate with Du-
Pont's own “impact study,” on grounds
that this would compromise the Council's
1 and ability to criticise or
reject the study's conclusions.

ANDERSON |
HOUSE
RE-OPENS

The Western Health and Social Services)
Board's Tom Frawley, local hatchet man
for Tory cutbacks in the Health Service,
ounced with a slightly red face thay
Anderson House will be re-opening, only|
2 years after he closed it against masssive

sblic protest. Dermatology and post-na-

Clir. Dodic McGuinness, who led
a campaign o keep the matcrnily uni
open there, said “The re-opening of An-
] House proves that the need is there,
vindicates the efforts of ordinary
people who campaigned on the street, the
Council, and family doctors who fought (o)
keep it open.
It's time Frawley admitted that he
nd the Board were wrong, not only in

sing Anderson House but with the cut-
backs and privatisation schemes as well
which have brought fierce crinicism from
patients and workers alike.

RESIGN!
“Infact,itishightime Tom Frawley
handcd 1n his resignation. He has been the,

n have resulted in more unem-
longer waiting lists and dete-
raion of patient’s care and workers'
|rights. Weneed a new manager who will

)¢ accountable 10 the community.”
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~ DID YOU KNOW?

* (hat DuPont hais been burning LOXIC was(clallmc-n.
ars Wiloul evee having sought of been _gnmlu p aﬂning Dl -
:.Lu{:;::ng or informing the local community . M
* in 1988 DuPont headed a list of the top 50 firms in the USA &
of releasing WwXic chemicals into the air, sea, and onto the lang Whe
*that in 1990, DuPont paid out over £1 milion PER M
pollution violatons in the USA (source: fncmlq of the Earthy US'
» that DuPont recently spent $ 18millon huyi"g’“pmhom R
have been contaminated by one of its factories, where toxic e
bubbling up out of the ground Vasie hag
* that DuPont told the public that Jonathan Porritt of Pri% :
in favour of burning toxic material at Maydown. The Derry Journat “Q'_
carried Mr Pormitt’s denial of these claims. DuPontis prepared to Ji 4
despite their claims of “openness™. When

WORLD WIDE ALERT

“Amnesty in world-wide alert over Austin case” - so recent fi
in the Irish News announced that once agan the RUC’s abuse ddemm "
highly-respected human rights group (o niervencin the Six Countieg &u&
nesty international announced its first ever “urgent action call” i lhc gy )
17 year old Damicn Austin from Belfast. M! eh

Amnesty issues such calls rarely, using them (o expose grave '
rights in dictatorships around the world. Urgent Action (‘allsmmym
of imminent danger of torture or ill-ireatment, execution or medical M L
The Appeal alerts Amnesty members world-wide 1o the particular Qses “Clofy s
1o make an urgent complaint to the government involved, i

Austin, son of recently-elected SF Councillor Joe Austin, wag 5
of habeus corpus was obtained. He reported being punched, pinched, g \
abused and threatened with assassination, Medical examination showed st i
his car and cigarette burns on his face. W0

DERRY VICTIMS

Damien Austin’s treaunent corresponds with that of many people arrest
cently. Beatings during interrogations in RUC barracks are rising to the level ¢ >
70s, when Britain was condemned by both Amnesty International and the Ey e
of Human Rights for torture of detainees in the Six Counties. L2

In the past 6 weeks, over 40 Derry people have been sent to Ca
abuse included: wall standing for hours on end (as used against “The Hood
August 1971 and condemned as torture by the European Court of Human R
Strasbourg ), hard slaps over both ears at once (known 10 cause burst eardrums)
1o various parts of the body designed to leave no marks. Psychological abuse
death threats is commonplace. These are directed not only at the victim but at s
children coming from school, and relatives who work in the Waterside or atten
tal there. One father of a three year old girl was told, “When the UVF come afis
hope your wain is hit by the ricochel.” L

M

DIPLOCK COUFK

-

- 93% GUILTY
According to statistics publishes
week on the workings of the Emes
Provisions Acts from January (o A
1991:

* 939 of those brought

Diplock Courts were f@
» of those who pIcaces

GUILTY, only 30% were acquss
* a total of £460,486 was}

by the N1O in compensation durit

Crown Forces for during searche
seizure of property

+ 63% of those in custody

* Clir. Dodie McGuinness initial request to see @ SOUE =



V. e
THE CONVEYER BELT

er Belt,” where people would be processe th' "‘ﬁ:mrdq was identified and dubbed
community through to the H-Blocks or

¢
(0 lh. Convey

» _,nil.

(msfP " ith a person (often 100 10 trial in a Diplock ‘
g h“*.'m.w w:ewilhaulhc . JUry. The “evidence o ung without a Prisoners was common, and worried rela-
be intermogal par vidence mmmw’ : :
o © resent) being targetied for har- °fm°“°°“‘°”i°“'bell¢nwtonhepu ::l V_Lﬁ_cdodylolcano( fresh beatings
helng ‘ Z - o > s i
e !‘1ll on the street - “;n"":‘:und o ;mmnmns,buwem !wﬁmm'hhy;. mzﬁm:cmmn
557, sop-and-caICiEe s "&: lock j Jodges, mach o G T Picked Dip-  domot cxistinisolation, nor atthe whitm of
Qv woul be arrested am uSm. f such as Chief Justice McGo- individual RUC members. They are tools
pe7 " Jays interrogation in places like nl{&:;a ounder of the SA§.Anmdmm of a legal system geared o meet the needs
WP " reagh, Gough Barracks, and Strand :u gy these judges 10 accept of Britain’s war machine in the Six Coun-
(w0 UC Barracks. Victims were se- wmvm""“'mﬂlﬂetumw ties, The young people sitting today in the
Roa¢ « beaten until they signed self-in- “:‘:an was the fact that the ONLY H-Blocks and Maghaberry are the end
v aling staements. :nu's i "C:I}:l:mgmm ofthe pris-  products of a legalised * Conveyer Belt”
:““'flryk,\'.\flENT BY REMAND in the H-Blocks was their own un-  sysiem which deliberately takes young
IN - werson was then charged and held comoborated “confessions, people out of the community and proc-
e P vears without bail before trial, LED TO HUNGER STRIKES  csscs them through a series of  stages
for up 10 ihe new laws created for the spe- This “Conveyer Belt" process led di- which results in them spending their young
Because ok courts accepted flimsy or non- rectly 1o the appalling prison conditions  lives as political prisoners.

L:;s.',f;f:'wd(.ncc,and because nws;wcre
C“\“'T‘l in to coincide with the phasing out
M“;Tk-.n‘-""‘"l' this period aptly bccame
m«v;;w as “inernment by remand.” Fi-

il the Conveyer Belt broughtits victim

which crupted in 1980-8] hunger strikes
in the H-Blocks and Armagh Jail. Hun-
dreds of people, unjustly imprisoned, were
held in ever-deteriorating conditions.
Savage brutality towards these political

Now they are cranking up “the
Conveyer Belt” once again. Will YOUR
son or daughter be one of its victims? CAN
you protect them from this fate, while
Britain rules this part of Ircland?

o

Munity? Would an impartial prison staff

4 Achan,

. changed.

= proven guilty.

CRUMLIN RD.
- at boiling point

Ithas been over 12 months since the relatives and friends of Re-
" publican prisoners held in Crumlin Road Jail 1ook to the streets of

- Derry 10 protest against the brutality inflicted on defenceless young
.~ men awaiﬁngtﬁalmcre.Twelvenmdnm.mdnothmghn

In any other country, the law states that a person is innocent until

© Hercin the Six Counties inicrmational law is turned on its head.
~ Those held in Crumlin Road Jail, in many cases for well over a year,
. have been found guilty of nothing!

+  Forced integration with Loyalists leaves teenage natioanlists at
N, the mercy of a sectarian prison regime - a regime well known to col-
laborate with Loyalist murder gangson the outside, and UDA, UVF
and UFF prisoners on the inside.

Face the facts - would an impartial prison staff allow personal
letters bearing the name and address of the family and friends of na-
tionalist prisoners to fall into the hands of Loyalist prisoners, many
of whom are charged with sectarian attacks on the nationalist com-

deliberately leave the cell doors of nation- &t;lu':‘g:mcm m;?w the attention of :::r':wu from l.::l]:'lm m:m

alists O :

Loyatios . naking thems casy. puoy S e i particular section of the landing
Ph -hL\ 2 phy:suzlly Sack e of those whose screamsnooneissupposed ~ would be screened off 10 prevent such

e Sical brutality in Crumlin Road Jail is 10 hear. auacks taking place.

e o 1P from the physical brutality in These aren't strangers living undersome  Call for ‘separation’ or ‘segregation’ -

Gough gy Uit centres of Castlereabh  ytirisneqimethoomnisofmicoaney. calls whetyou ke, Butcall iriboead

reatmens g T Road. Becanso Miel  an e e Thiae ' fhiesd imscgration of Bapebitican and

Mmake :lnr: -lps common knowlege docsa’t are young men and women from the Bran-  Loyalist prisoners in Quﬂm Road J'al.
Fewit . . dywell, Creggan, the Bogside, from Bal-  Call for an cad o the physical brualtty.

lerror mrl: ot oo imagine fhe St lymagroarty, Shantallow and the Water-  Your silence condones such action.

N bing ey, S12PS: punches, Kicks G4 pocei Mickey Kinsella from Derry Is mise,

Never i:\g “_‘rtng around aroom. Wecan " 011 vith boiling water thrown Pauline Collin,

I()g'cal aglnt,lhcsolauon,lbcwycll)- MQMWIA'WNMNB mmhmm

Pressure, as the family of those




squatters-

putting Creggan refurbishment at risk

Refurbishment schemes in Creggan are in
danger  because of squatling, says Sk
Councillor Dodie McGuinness, and both
the Housing Executive and the community
have a role to play to ensure the refurbish
ment schemes are not lost,

Clir. McGuinness said, “The refur
bishment scheme in Lislane is now mostly
{inished, and other schemes are on board.
But these are being put at risk by many
people squatting into accommadation pur
posely leftempty for refurbishment. Long
ume residents who have waited for refur

bishment of their homes now face disap

pointment as houses and flats deliberately R U C W R E C K H o M ES
not re-allocated by the Execuuve are - = =

squatted into.”

“Where work can’t be started due
to squatting, the workforce will simply go
on to the next scheme planned, and that
arca's scheme loses its funding and goes 10
the bottom of the list. The permancent resi-
dents lose out.

“I have asked the H. Exec. o make
such empty homes uninhabitable (remov-
ing main services) Lo protect the perma-
nent residents whose refurbishment is en-
dangered. The community also has a role
toplay inrefusing to tolerate squatting. For
example, Lislane formed a tenants’ group
which looked after vacant propertics.
People accepted that the local community
was not going to allow them to squat, and
didn’'t, and the scheme went ahead. Every-
one needs to pull together to make this
work.”

Derry Volunteers T
Sommemoration Committeeg
Second Annual

PRESENTATION
DINNER & DANCE

on
: Friday, 8th November, 1991
Dinner will be served at 8.30 p.m. sharp
Cabaret and Dance

-

Over the past six weeks, Derry has
been subjected to widespread “scarch and
wreck” operations by the RUC. In one five
day period in September, over 100 homes
were raided. Shantallow was particularly
badly hit. The hostile and arrogant manner
in which the searches were conducted,
together with the systematic destruction of
many homes, left residents extremely an-
gry, especially in the Ardnamoyle Park area
where a virtual curfew was imposed during
the operation,

One resident, who was not at home
when the RUC raiding party arrived, had
her front door smashed down, every room
in her house ransacked, and her personal
belongings rifled through. The RUC then
proceeded 10 rip up her stair carpet and
smash one of her chairs with a crowbar.

On returning to her devastated home,
the woman was subjected to verbal abuse
and harassment.

“ asked them under what authority
were they searching my home - a legitimate
question. They replied: ‘We’ve got the f-
ing power to do whatever we want.” They’d
already been in the house for over 20 min-
utes before I arrived and they remained for
another full hour.”

A neighbour, who witnessed the
RUC breaking into the house, heard one
RUC man say to another, "Let’s wreck the
place; we won’t have to clean it up.”

Sinn Fein Councillor Géaréid O
hEara was physically and verbally abused
by the RUC when he, and other local people
tried o intervene and prevent the raiding of
unoccupied homes.

Taille (incl. bus).......£12.




