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VEWPONT RIS
For transformation in the '90s

S IRIS goes to press the talks process be-

gun by Peter Brooke, the ninth British

direct-ruler in the Six Counties since
1972, has been stalled. On July 5th Brooke
was to announce the arrangements for talks
between the SDLP and the unionist parties.
In the event he gave the House of Commons a
progress report on his preliminary discus-
sions with the parties. The announcement
had to be delayed because the Dublin govern-
ment had not agreed to the format of the

talks.

Brooke spent the following 12 days meeting the parties and
the Dublin government and attempting to get agreement. His
failure was marked on July 17th by the announcement, affer a
meeting with Dublin foreign minister Gerry Collins in Belfast,
that the two sides could not agree.

This came after months of toing and froing between the
parties and the Dublin government by Brooke and after acres
of newsprint and hundreds of hours of air-time spent speculat-
ing about the prospects of a ‘breakthrough’ in the North.
Brooke’s diplomatic skills were highly praised, flexibility was
said to be in evidence on all sides, and though little of real
substance was revealed, great hopes were invested in the di-
rect-ruler’s efforts.

Republicans pointed out that much of what was happening
was illusion; the appearance of compromise was there but pre-
dictions of progress rested on the very vagueness of what was
being said. That proved to be correct.

Beforé the anti-climax of July 5th it was being said that
Brooke had "squared the circle” and managed to reconcile the
preconditions to talks set out by the various parties. Before
unionigsts would sit down with the SDLP they wanted:

The suspension of the intergovernmental conference (regu-
lar Dublin/London ministerial meetings under the Hillsbor-
ough Agreement), with a specified interruption period, a set
date for its start and for its end;

The suspension of the Maryfield secretariat, the Belfast-
based team of four Dublin and four British civil servants who
"service the intergovernmental conference” from what has be-
come known as the "Maryfield bunker”;

No talks with Dublin until the unionists and the SDLP had
agreed the main headings of a new devolved government
structure for the North.

It appears that, in effect, the first two conditions were met
— but in such a way that the SDLP and the Dublin govern-
ment could interpret them differently. Thus the suspension of
the intergovernmental conference became a "gap in the confer-
ence” and the Maryfield secretariat would be "seconded to oth-
er duties", namely servicing the new talks. It was the third
condition that was to prove the stumbling-block.

All along Brooke spoke of three sets of talks — between the
parties in the North (except Sinn Féin), between London and
the Dublin government and between the parties in the North
and the Dublin government. Having apparently reconciled the
preconditions Brodke was ready to announce the timetable for
talks on July 5th.

The problem was that the third issue remained unresolved
— the role of the Dublin government. It wanted, with the sup-
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port of the SDLP, to be represented at the initial phase of the
talks by a small committee of civil servants, with observer sta-
tus only. The British opposed this but offered the 26-County
government participation within two to three weeks of the
commencement of talks. They could not agree and hence the
stall in the process.

The whole incident was a perfect example of the politics of
illusion which have characterised Brooke’s efforts and the
whole Hillsborough process since the signing of the treaty in
1985. What, for instance, is the difference between the British
and Dublin government proposals? In either case Dublin has
no real say in the talks. Brooke said in his report to Westmin-
ster that the purpose of talks would be the "transfer of power"
to local politicians in the Six Counties, th... is some form of de-
volution. He went on:

"The Irish government, which as I have mentioned is com-
mitted by virtue of the Anglo-Irish Agreement to support our
policy to transfer power to locally accountable institutions in
Northern Ireland, would not be directly represented in such
talks..."

That is the bottom line. Any talks that did get going would
be working to that British agenda, within the partition frame-
work, guaranteeing the unionist veto on progress to a united
Ireland; the veto the Dublin government has committed itself
to maintain under the Hillsborough Agreement.

was responsible for setting the scene for

the latest British attempt to cobble togeth-
er a Six-County administration was Tom
King, the longest-serving direct-ruler since
the fall of Stormont in 1972. A look at his term
sheds light on what the British have been at-
tempting to do throughout the '80s and into
the '90s.

King’s predecessors in the early '80s had seen the collapse
of the policy of criminalisation of republican prisoners and by
extension the resistance of the nationalist community.
Humphrey Atkins (1979-1981) Jim Prior (1981-1984) and Dou-
glas Hurd (1984-1985) had to deal with the mass mobilisation
of people in support of the H-Block and Armagh prisoners, cul-
minating in hunger-strike and the defeat of criminalisation as
Britain’s role here was exposed internationally; the electoral
rise of Sinn Féin and the alarm this caused to both the London
and Dublin governments; and finally what was called the
"biggest gulf in Anglo-Irish relations" of the decade when
Thatcher dismissed the three constitutional options presented
by the Dublin Forum with her famous "Out, Out, Out" remark.

That was in late 1984, soon after Hurd took over. He was
also carrying the can when the IRA bombed the Grand Hotel
in Brighton and almost wiped out Thatcher and her cabinet.
These were all disasters for the British government and its al-
lies in Ireland. The collapse of criminalisation, the rise of Sinn
Féin, the Forum fiasco and the Brighton bombing concentrat-
ed the minds of the Thatcher government and the Fine/Gael
Labour Coalition on the task of coming closer together in their
attempts to defeat the Republican Movement and to "fill the
political vacuum" in the Six Counties.

By the time the Thatcher/FitzGerald negotiations had
reached a climax Hurd was gone. King took over as the Hills-

nT is worth remembering that the man who



® PETER BROOKE
borough Agreement was launched. Having attempted to re-
gain the high ground of nationalism from Sinn Féin in the Fo-
rum — from which Sinn Féin was excluded — ‘constitutional
nationalists’ had egg all over their faces after Thatcher’s re-
buttal of 1984. They desperately needed to revive the SDLP
and this was their major motivation in sponsoring Hillsbor-
ough.

The period after its signing was promising for them. They
were hailing it as the greatest political initiative since 1920
and promising nationalists the sun, moon and stars courtesy
of the Dublin government which would now "have its say" in
the running of the Six Counties through the intergovernmen-
tal conference and Maryfield secretariat, It was painted as a
great concession by the British to nationalism and the storm of
protest whipped up by the unionists seemed to confirm that.

From the British point of view King rode out the storm well
and subtly used it to convince nationalist opinion of the worth
of the Agreement. But the real Hillsborough agenda was only
barely hidden beneath the surface; it spelt massively in-
creased repression. That repression only came to full fruition
three years after the Agreement was signed.

In order to stabilise its rule in the Six Counties the British
government needed to recruit the SDLP and the Dublin gov-
ernment to its political battalions, even if that meant alienat-
ing unionists in the process. Hillsborough achieved that. It
meant that whenever there was one of those "hiccups in An-
glo-Irish relations” — and there were many during King’s
reign — the Dublin government and SDIP response would be
within the British framework of Hillsborough. It was the illu-
sion of power and the promise of change,

Thus when Britain’s iron fist hit the headlines with events
like the Stalker-Sampson Report, the Birmingham Six and
Guildford Four cases, the shooting of Aidan McAnespie, the
Gibraltar killings and so on, grievance could always be fobbed
off with the grave promise that the 26-County ministers would
raise it at the next intergovernmental conference meeting.
Committed to the process and knowing it would be politically
disastrous for them to draw back (even if they wanted to) from
an Agreement of which they had made so much, the SDLP and
the Dublin government were caught in a bind of their own
making and King was free to rub their noses in the dirt and
tell them to mind their own business — as he did on several
occasions — whenever he liked.

VIEWPOINT

Far from lifting up the nationalist community the Beitish
Hillsborough strategy aimed to isolate, divide, and reconquer
them as British strategy in Ireland had always sought to do. It
hoped to isolate the Republican Movement militarily and polit-'
ically in order to finally defeat it.

With the help of its Irish allies it had, it hoped, provided in
Hillsborough a safety-valve for nationalist grievances. Thus all
the issues — administration of Jjustice’, sectarian discrimina-
tion, "relations with the security forces", cultural rights,
prison reform and others — which had been identified as con-
tributing to "nationalist alienation” from the Six-County state
and to support for the IRA and Sinn Féin were being seen to
be addressed.

Again it was the politics of illusion. Behind the facade there
was the wholesale swiping of civil rights 20 years after the
movement for those rights took to the streets of the Six Coun-
ties. To the burden borne by nationalists in the Six Counties
were added censorship of elected representatives and of the
Irish issue generally in the British media, the denial of the
right to silence, the extension and refinement of the Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act and the Emergency Provisions Act, in-
creased punitive military raiding in nationalist districts, the
redeployment of the Parachute Regiment and the Marine
Commandoes in nationalist Belfast, the arming of the UDR
with plastic bullets. Along the border a line of forts, spyposts
and watch-towers sprang up and the Dublin government com-
mitted itself to greatly increased cross-border collaboration
and political extradition.

All this came on top of the pre-Hillsborough "nationalist
nightmare" which that treaty was supposed to end but which
went on, not as a dream, but as a recurring reality for those
living in the most repressive state in western Europe.

That was the legacy left by Tom King and the one taken up
by his successor Peter Brooke a year ago. Without it he would
not have been able to start his talks process.

to speak in the House of Commons Nel-

son Mandela addressed a press confer-
ence in Dublin and called for talks between
the British government and the IRA, The call
by the veteran revolutionary, whose release
in January transformed the situation in
South Africa and whose world tour has been
one of the most successful of any political
leader ever, shocked the Dublin and London
establishments.

Such is the stature of Mandela that the British government
was forced to avoid confrontation with him on the issue and
his remarks were played down and explained away. But Man-
dela, as he said himself, was merely setting out the general
principle of the negotiated settlement of conflicts and the in-
clusion of all parties to conflict in dialogue. He did not have to
specify the IRA or Sinn Féin for his remarks to be an embar-
rassment to the British and their allies.

The censorship and exclusion of Sinn Féin, not only
through broadcasting bans and denying the party a seat at the
table for talks, but through assassination and imprisonment,
has always been an important part of British strategy. Well
over a third of the nationalist population of the Six Counties is
thus excluded. That is because the British fear the strength
and potential of republican Ireland.

When the old Stormont was prorogued and the first direct-

J UST three days before Brooke stood up
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VIEWPOINT

ruler, Willie Whitelaw, ushered in direct rule in 1972 it was
because the resistance of nationalist Ireland, spearheaded by
the IRA, had proved too much for the state.

When in 1982 Direct-Ruler Jim Prior set up his Assembly
to work for "rolling devolution” it was the victory of Sinn Féin
in taking five seats in the election which put the brakes on
SDLP participation in the Assembly.

When the Hillsborough Agreement was signed in 1985 it
was because, out of the sacrifice of the H-Blocks in 1981 and
the events that followed, a renewed Republican Movement had
risen and forced the British once again to try another way.

The difficulties now being experienced by Brooke are be-
cause of the insistence of the SDLP and the Dublin govern-
ment on the Dublin government being involved in the talks
from the start, even if only nominally so. The Hillsborough
Agreement has given the SDLP and Dublin the illusion of
power and participation in the running of the North. Even
though Dublin is really powerless and, through Hillsborough,
has surrendered its sovereignty, the SDLP can present it as
having an influence. For them to relinquish that nominal role
would run the risk of gravely harming the SDLP.

That is what has caused the present impasse in Brooke’s
talks. The republican veto which, since the early '80s, has pre-
vented the SDLP from taking part in an internal Six-County
arrangement remains. On the party political front Sinn Féin's
base remains strong. Despite censorship and intimidation, de-
spite the massive sums of US money lavished on the SDLP,
the republican vote has held firm.

On the military front of politics the IRA is in a stronger po-
sition than for many years. Its widening operations against
British military targets in Britain and on the European Conti-
nent in particular, have had the British establishment count-
ing the cost of its military occupation. Peter Brooke has admit-
ted that the IRA cannot be militarily defeated.

Why then has the Hillsborough Agreement lasted so long
and how could the British afford the risk of initiating another
attempt to cobble together an internal Six-County arrange-
ment which would "transcend Hillsborough” when such initia-
tives have all failed so miserably in the past?

For a great part of the answer we must look to the 26 Coun-
ties.

PEAKING at an Ogra Fianna Fail con-

ference on November 11th 1984, almost

exactly a year before the Hillsborough
Treaty was signed, Charles Haughey said:

"If this meeting (between the then Taoiseach Garret
FitzGerald and Margaret Thatcher) brings forward any set of
proposals or initiatives stating that they are purely in a Six-
County Northern Ireland context on the basis that Britain will
still exercise sovereignty and the Six Counties remain part of
the United Kingdom with the constitutional guarantee still
there, then that will be disastrous, confining us to violence,
hardship, suffering, lack of economic progress and the total
disintegration of the social fabric of Northern Ireland for long
years to come.”

When the Hillsborough Treaty was signed Haughey gaid it
"copper-fastened partition" and led Fianna F4il in opposition
to it. A year later he also opposed the Extradition Act intro-
duced by Fine Gael Justice Minister Alan Dukes.

TDs Des O’'Malley, Mary Harney and Bobby Molloy caused
the most serious split in Fianna Fail's history when they left
to form the Progressive Democrats in '86. Central to that split

was Fianna F4il’s lack of support for Hillsborough.

Yet after the 1987 general election Haughey was leading a
minority Fianna F4il government propped up with the votes of
Fine Gael and fully committed to Hillsborough. In December
1987 they put through the Extradition Act of Alan Dukes (by
then leader of Fine Gael) with only minor changes.

Last year came the biggest U-turn of all when the Fianna
Fail leader led his party into coalition with the Progressive
Democrats.

Through the '80s there has been a consolidation of the
right-wing consensus in the 26 Counties. The FF/PD Coalition
was the culmination of that. This consensus has national and
social and economic aspects — collaboration with Britain in
maintaining partition and Thatcherite economic policies to
deal with the debt crisis in the 26 Counties.

The more nationalist elements in Fianna F4il have been
neutralised; many of them have opted out, disillusioned with
the leadership’s coalition deal and its stand on extradition and
Hillsborough; more remain, as was witnessed by the 1990 Ard
Fheis’ resolutions against political extradition and Section 31,
but they are powerless within a totally undemocratic party.

This strengthening of the right has created a situation
where it is now possible for many of them to talk seriously
about campaigning against Articles Two and Three of the 1937
Constitution and ditching even the aspiration to Irish unity.

That the British and their allies have been unable to achieve
this so far or to engineer a return to Stormont in some form is be-
cause nationalist resistance in the North remains strong and de-
termined, a community proud and resilient after an extraordinary
20 years of struggle. British rule in Ireland remains in crisis and
the best the British can do is to manage that crisis.

Central to their ability to do that is the co-operation of the
political establishment in the 26 Counties. Collaboration on
the present scale has only been possible because the demand
for national self-determination has been excluded from the po-
litical agenda in the 26 Counties. The major task facing repub-
licans is to place it at the top of the agenda again.

That demand for national democracy has the potential to
unite all the disparate forces in Ireland who are opposed to the
social, political, economic and cultural injustices perpetrated
against the mass of the Irish people in both partitionist states.
The forging of those interests in a broad anti-imperialist move-
ment is the greatest challenge facing all progressive people in
Ireland. ..

Such a movement would force the government of the 26
Counties to disentangle itself from co-operation with Britain
in partition; it would put the demand for national self-determi-
nation back at the centre of politics in the 26 Counties; it
would present the British government with a political chal-
lenge, nationally and internationally, which it could not ignore
and which would create the conditions for its final disengage-
ment from Ireland.

The task is immense but the tide of history is with us. The
events of the past year in Eastern Europe and South Africa
have shown how quickly political transformation can take
place when the conditions for change are created.

Since the final phase of the Irish freedom struggle entered
its second decade there has been a return to the streets North
and South. That confidence-building and renewal must contin-
ue so that the 75th anniversary of the 1916 Rising in 1991 will
not be just a commemoration of an historical event but one of
the last milestones in the progress of our people to equality
and prosperity in a free, peaceful and just Ireland.
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ly like Margaret Thatcher.
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1 must confess, 1 don’t believe it. This
fuperal is for the wrong corpse.

Perestroika and the passion for free-
dom unleashed by perestroika have ev-
erywhere burst the seams of an unbear-
able strait-jacket. Everything exploding.
Changes proliferating at a dizzying pace
founded on the certainty that there is no
reason why social justice should be the
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enemy of freedom or efficiency. An urgen-
cy, a collective necessity: The people at
the end of their rope, the people fed to the
teeth with a bureaucracy as powerful as
it was futile, that forbade them in the
name of Marx to say what they thought,
to live what they felt. Spontaneity of any
kind could be considered treason or in-
sanity.

Socialism, communism? Was it all
nothing but a historical fraud? I write
from the Latin American view-point and
say to myself: If that was the case, or
might have been, why should we be the
ones to pay for the fraud? Our face was
never in that mirror.

National dignity lost the battle in the
recent Nicaraguan elections. It was van-
quished by hunger and war; but it was
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® Sanmsta fighters. In the Nicaraguan elections national dignity was

vanquished as well by the international
winds that are buffeting the left with
greater fury than ever. Unjustly, the just
paid for the sinners. The Sandinistas are
not to blame either for the war or the
hunger. Nor do they bear the slightest re-
sponsibility for what happened in Eastern
Europe.

Paradox of paradoxes: A democratic,
pluralistic, independent revolution that
borrowed nothing from the Soviets, the
Chinese, the Cubans, or anybody else, has
paid for the crockery broken by others,
while the local communist party voted for
Violeta Chamorro.

Those responsible for the war and the
hunger are now celebrating the outcome
of an election that punishes the victims.
The day after-it, the US government a

“vanquished I:)y hunger and war”

nounced the end of the economic embargo
against Nicaragua. That was just what
happened years ago at the time of the
military coup in Chile. The day after
President Allende’s death, the price of
copper miraculously rose on the world
market.

Actually, the revolution that overthrew
the Somoza family dictatorship did not
have a moment’s respite over these last
ten long years. It was invaded on a daily
basis by a foreign power and its hired
criminals and underwent at the same
time the unrelenting pressure of a state
of siege on the part of the bankers and
commercial masters of the world.

In spite of all this, it managed to be a
more civilised revolution than the French

Revolution, not having guillotined or

stood anybody against the
wall, and a more tolerant
one than that of the United
States, having granted free-
dom of expression, with
some restrictions, to the lo-
cal spokespeople of the colo-
nial overlord.

The Sandinistas brought
literacy to Nicaragua, re-
duced infant mortality sig-
pificantly and distributed
land to the peasantry. But
the country was bled white
by war. War damage
amounted to one-and-a-half
times the gross domestic
product which means that
Nicaragua was destroyed
one-and-a-half times. The
magistrates of the Interna-
tional Court of Justice in
The Hague found against
the United States but their
decision had no effect. Nor
were the congratulations of
the United Nations spe-
cialised organisation for ed-
ucation, food and health of
any avail. Praise is inedible.

The invaders rarely at-
tacked military objectives.
Farm co-operatives were
their favourite targets. How
many thousands  of
Nicaraguans were killed or
wounded on orders of the
US government over the
past decade? Proportionate-
ly, the number would come
to 3,000,000 North Ameri-
cans. Yet, many thousands
of North Americans visited
Nicaragua, were always
welcomed and nothing ever
happened to any of them.




Only one died. He was killed by the Con-
tras. (He was very young, an engineer
and a clown. He was followed about by a
swarm of children. He organised the first
Clown School in Nicaragua. The Contras
killed him as he measured the water in a
lake for a reservoir that was being built.
His name was Ben Linder.)

CUBA’S TRAGIC ISOLATION

But what about Cuba? Didn’t the same
thing happen there as in Eastern Europe,
a divorce between the power and the peo-
ple? Aren’t the people fed up there, too,
with one party, one press, one truth?

Fidel Castro has said: “If I am Stalin,
my dead are enjoying good health.” And
that, to be sure, is not the only difference.
Cuba did not import a prefabricated mod-
el of vertical power from Moscow, but was
obliged to transform itself into a fortress
to keep from ending up on its all-powerful
enemy's dinner plate. And it was under
those conditions that this tiny developing
country made astonishing strides. There
is less illiteracy and less infant mortality
today in Cuba than in the United States.

Furthermore, in contrast to a number
of East European countries, Cuban social-
ism was not orthopedically imposed from
above and outside but was born deep in-
side and grew from way below. The many
Cubans who died for Angola or gave the
best of themselves for Nicaragua expect-
ing no recompense, did not do so against
the dictates of their hearts, submissively
obeying the orders of a police state. Had
that been the case, it would be inexplica-
ble that there were never desertions but
always fervor.

Now, Cuba is living a time of tragic
isolation. A time of danger: The invasion
of Panama and the disintegration of the
so-called socialist camp are, I am afraid,
influencing its internal process in the
worst way, abetting bureaucratic obdura-
cy, ideological rigidity and the militarisa-
tion of the society.

NEW TIMES, TWO SIDES
OF THE COIN

The US government invokes democra-
cy with respect to Panama, Nicaragua or
Cuba in the way the East European gov-
ernments invoked socialism — as an ali-
bi. Latin America has been invaded by
the United States more than a hundred
times in this century. Always in the name
of democracy and always to impose mili-
tary dictatorships or puppet governments
which safeguarded the money that was in
danger. The imperial power system does
not want democracies; it wants humbled
countries.

The invasion of Pana-
ma was scandalous, with
its 7,000 victims among
the ruins of the poor bar-
rios levelled by the bomb-
ings. But more scan-
dalous than the invasion |
was the impunity with
which it was effected. Im-
punity, which encourages |
repetition of a misdeed,
stimulates the malefactor.
President Mitterand
greeted this crime of §
sovereignty with discreet
applause, and the whole
word — after the tithe of *
a statement had been
paid here and there — sat
back.

In this context, silence
and even thinly disguised
complaisance on the part
of some of the East Euro-
pean countries speaks elo-
quently. Does the libera-
tion there give the green
light to oppression of the
West? I never went along
with the attitude of those
who condemned imperial-
ism in the Caribbean but
applauded or kept their
mouths shut when na-
tional sovereignty was
trampled in Hungary, Poland, Czechoslo-
vakia or Afghanistan.

I can say this because I have never op-
erated under a double standard: The
right of self-determination of nations is
sacred in all places at all times. It is well
said by those who point out that Gor-
bachev’s democratic reforms were possi-
ble because the Soviet Union ran no risk
of being invaded by the Soviet Union; and
in parallel, by those who point out that
the United States is safe from coups and
military dictatorships because there is no
US Embassy in the United States.

Without the shadow of a doubt, free-
dom is always good news. For the East
European countries now enjoying it and
for the entire world. But, at the same
time, are the paeans to money and the
virtues of the marketplace good news?
The idolatry of the American way of life?
The naive illusions of an invitation to
membership in the International Club for
the Rich? The bureaucracy, nimble only
for stepping into better positions, is
rapidly adapting to the new situation and
the old bureaucrats are beginning to
transform themselves into a new bour-
geoisie.

It must be understood that from the
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stand-point of Latin America and the so-
called Third World, the defunct Soviet
bloc at least had one fundamental virtue:
It did not get fat by feeding off the poor,
did not take part in the raping by the in-
ternational capitalist market. On the con-
trary, it helped to fund justice in Cuba,
Nicaragua and many other countries. I
suspect that in the not very distant future
this will be recalled with nostalgia.

A NIGHTMARE COME TRUE

For us, capitalism is not a dream to be
made reality, but a nightmare come true.
Our challenge lies not in privatising the
state but in deprivatising it. Our states
have been bought at bargain prices by the
owners of the land, the banks and every-
thing else. And for us, the market is noth-
ing more than a pirate ship — the greater
its freedom, the worse its behaviour. The
local market and the world market. The
world market robs us with both arms.
The commercial arm keeps charging us
more and more for what it sells us and
paying less and less for what it buys from
us. The financial arm that lends us our
own money keeps paying us less and
charging us more.

We live in a region where European
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The Copiive VoicelAn Glor Gafa is a
new quarterly magazine written in its
entirety by Irish Republican POWs cur-
rently being held in Ireland, England,
Europe and the US. It is published by
Sinn Fein’s POW Depart-ment.

Irish Republicans have always
recognised that resistance to British
misrule does not end upon their arrest.
The battles to be fought and the tactics
to be employed may change but the ene-
my remains the same. In the words of
our comrade Bobby Sands:

“The jails are engineered to crush
the political identity of the captured Re-
publican prisoner, to crush his/her resis-
tance and transform him/her into a sys-
temised answering-machine with a
large criminal tag.stamped by oppres-
sion upon his/her back, to be duly re-
leased on to the street, politically cured
— politically barren — and permanently
broken in spirit.”

The establishment of this jail journal
is a tribute not only to our families,
friends and comrades, whose strength
and support has been inspirational to us
all, but also is a clear recognition that
we are what we are — political prison-
ers,"unbroken in our deep-rooted desire
for freedom.

The Captive Voice affords us a plat-
form and an opportunity to present in
print our views on those topics and is-
sues which affect daily life both inside
and outside of the jails. The magazine
contains political analyses of current na-
tional and international affairs, culture,
short stories, poetry and the latest up-
dates on prison-related campaigns and
issues. Satire and humour can also be
found within the special features, car-
toons and artwork illustrations.

We have been pleased and greatly
encouraged by the response to the first
three editions. It is hoped that the shar-
ing of our feelings and experiences
through the pages of An Glér Gafa will
be both beneficial and enjoyable for all
our readers. '

We are determined that our message
and our captive voice shall be heard by
many.

— The Irish Republican Prison-
ers of War B
If you would like to order Captive
VoicelAn Glér Gafa send details to:

The POW Department,
51/55 Falls Road,
Belfast.

Tel: 249975. Fax: 231723.

prices and African wages pre-
vail, were capitalism acts like
the kind man who said, "'m
so fond of poor people that it
seems to me there are never
enough of them". In Brazil
alone, for example, the sys-
tem kills 1,000 children a day.
by disease or starvation.

With or without elections
capitalism in Latin America
is anti-democratic — most of
the people are the prisoners
of need, doomed to isolation
and violence. Hunger lies, vi-
olence lies: They claim that
they are part of nature, they
feign belonging to the natural
order of things. When that
"natural ordet" grows disor-
derly, the military comes on
the scene, hooded or
barefaced. As they say in
Colombia, “The more the cost
of living goes up the less life
is worth".
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STEP BY STEP

The elections in Nicara-gua
were a very cruel blow. A blow
like hatred from God, as the
poet said. When I heard the re-
sult, I was, and still am, a lost
child in the storm. A lost child,
yes, but not alone. We are
many. Throughout the world,
we are many.

I sometimes feel as though they have
stolen even our words. The term "social-
ism" is applied in the West as make-up
for injustice; in Eastern Europe, it evokes
purgatory or maybe hell. The word "impe-
rialism" is out of style and no longer to be
found in the dominant political lexicon,
even though imperialism is present and
does pillage and kill.

And the term "militancy”? And the
very fact of militant fervor? For the theo-
reticians of disenchantment it is a ridicu-
lous old relic. For the repentant, a memo-
ry disturbance.

In a few months we have witnessed
the turbulent shipwreck of a system that
usurped socialism, that treated the people
like a kid that never grew up and dragged
it by the ear. Three or four centuries ago,
the Inquisitors slandered God in saying
that they were carrying out his orders;
but I believe that Christianity is not the
Holy Inquisition. In our time, the bureau-
crats have stigmatised hope and be-
smirched the most beautiful of human ad-
ventures; but I also believe that socialism
is not Stalinism.

Now, we must begin all over again.

® STALIN

Step by step, with no shields but those
born of our own bodies. It is necessary
to discover, create, imagine. In a speech
shortly after his defeat, Jesse Jackson
championed the right to dream: "Let us
defend that right," he said. "Let us not
permit anybody to take that right from
us." And today more than ever it is nec-
essary to dream. To dream, together,
dreams that undream themselves and
become incarnate in mortal matter, as
was said, wished, by another poet. My
best friends live fighting for that right;
and have given their lives for it, some
of them.

This is my testimony. A dinosaur’s con-
fession? Perhaps. In any case, it is the af-
firmation of one who believes that the hu-
man condition is not doomed to
gelfishness and the obscene pursuit of
money, and that socialism did not die, be-
cause it had not yet been — that today is
the first day of the long life before it.

- The Guardian, 33 West 17th
St, New York, NY 10011




In this article the importance of the Williamite
wars in Irish history and in the consciousness of
loyalists is assessed with Dparticular reference to
the man who summed up the significance of that
era most clearly — James Connolly. An under-
standing of this period is as essential as ever fo-

Two foreign old monarchs in battle did Jjoin
Each wanted his head on the back of a coin
If the Irish had sense they'd throw both in the Boyne

And partition throw into the ocean,
From the ballad The Sea Around Us

Modern Irish history, properly un-
derstood, may be said to start with the
close of the Williamite wars in the year
1691. All the political life of Ireland
during the next 300 years draws its
colouring from, and can only be un-
derstood in the light of that conflict be-

tween King James of England and the
claimant for his throne, William
Prince of Orange... Yet never in all the
history of Ireland, has there been a
war in which the people of Ireland
had less reason to be interested on one
side or the other. — James Connolly
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day as unionists mark the 300th anniversary of |
the Battle of the Boyne which fell in July 1990. |
The article was written by Tommy Brogan, Stra-
bane, County Tyrone, who was released from the
H-Blocks of Long Kesh in January 1990 after nine
Years as a republican POW,

HE HISTORICAL CONTEXT in which

the Williamite wars occurred has be-

come obscured by myth, half-truths
and the cynical political manipulations of
fact. James Connolly stated: "It is time we
learned to appreciate and value the truth
upon such matters, and to brush from our
eyes the cobwebs woven across them by our
ignorant or unscrupulous history-writing
politicians.,"

"Remember 1690" is a contemporary political slogan for
pro-British forces in Ireland. Why and what underpins its sig-
nificance?

Ireland is Britain’s oldest colony, an occupation begun in
1169 and akin to all other colonial situations suffered under
the long-term policy of subjugation of the native inhabitants.
This policy was forcibly to break up and destroy the Gaelic so-
cial, economic and political structure which was based on a
clan system of communal property rights — and the imposi-
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tion of the system then dominant in England; feudalism based
on private ownership of property. Feudalism was imposed on
Treland by the pressure of armed force from without, rather
than by the operation of economic forces within.

The land was the main provider of sustenance for all the
people and this meant all the political struggles of the period
were built upon the material interests of those bent on retain-
ing, and those who wished to obtain, the mastery of these
lands. Herein lies the crux of the “unscrupulous history-writ-
ing politicians” distortion of Irish history — "The denial of
all relation between the social rights of the Irish toilers and the
political rights of the Irish nation.”

“The lands being the material basis of life, alike of con-
querors and conquered, whosoever held those lands was master
of the lives and liberties of the nation.” — James Connolly

England’s colonisation also gave Ireland its first taste of
the Protestant reformation’s impact; there was literally noth-
ing in Ireland to correspond to the popular ideological/politjcal
movement which on the Continent and in England made the
reformation:

"The Protestant elements of Ireland were, in the main, a
plantation of strangers upon the soil from which the owners
had been dispossessed by force. The economic dispossession
was, perforce, accompanied by a political and social outlawry.
Hence every attempt of the dispossessed to attain citizenship, to
emerge from their state of outlawry, was easily represented as a
tentative step towards reversing the plantation and towards re-
planting the Catholic and dispossessing the Protestant.” —
James Connolly :

Thus religion became a symbol of nuance while in reality
the differences were of a political and economic nature.

British-imposed sectarianism based on land tenure be-
stowed upon Protestants rank and privilege relative to the na-
tive Irish"Catholics.

It is in this context we must look dispassionately at the ac-
tual reasons why the two contending claimants to the English
throne fought their war out on Irish soil and why at the annu-
al celebration of the Battle of the Boyne, on the 12th of July,
Ulster Protestants are told, "...When William of Orange, and
our immortal forefathers overthrew the Pope and popery at
the Boyne. Then began the era of civil and religious liberty.”

The facts of the former expose the latter to be myth.

William of Orange did not defeat popery at the Boyne. The
actual fact is that when William landed in Ireland he was po-

-
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@ A general view of the Battle of the Boyne, showing James's troops in retreat

litically and financially backed by the head of the Catholic
church. This fact was due to the wider European power battl.
William of Orange and Pope Innocent XI, along with the em-
peror of Germany and the king of Spain, entered into the
treaty of Augsburg to protect themselves fram French en-
croachments on their respective territories. These powers were
impartially Protestant and Catholic.

King James of England allied himself to France, thus when
William was invited secretly, by members of the English gov-
ernment, landowners, wealthy merchants and ecclesiastics, to
come to England with an army, he did so with the full backing
of the Augsburg powers. Therefore the simplistic myth of a
Catholic/Protestant split at the Boyne is not borne out by his-
torical fact; the myth is in fact the work of "unscrupulous his-
tory-writing politicians” to justify a purely political vested in-
terest.

The fact of the matter is that today Ulster loyalists' cele-
brate the same victory as the Catholic Pope of Rome celebrat-
ed-300 years ago by having a pontifical high mass and Te
Deum sung in thanksgiving at the news of William’s victory
over the Irish adherents of King James.

The distortion of historical fact in myth and legend for spe-
cific political reasons is nothing new, especially not the use of
sectarianism to justify the maintenance of power of a small
wealthy elite. The Williamite wars, in Connolly’s words, were
not between "the forces of England and Ireland but were the
forces of two English political parties fighting for the posses-
sion of the powers of government”. The conquest of political
power was a guarantee of economic domination, or to put it
plainly, of the social subjugation of the Irish people. This
brings up for question the supposition that William’s victory at
the Boyne began the era of civil and religious liberty.

King James was invited to Ireland, after he fled from
William’s army to France:

"He hoped to use Ireland as a spring-board to regain the
English throne. His allies were the old Anglo-Irish Catholic
gentry. The Catholic gentry were descendants of a previous
horde of imperial plunderers and were anxious that the land
that they had robbed from the native Irish peasantry, and
which had been in turn robbed from them by the Cromwellian
Protestants, be returned to them. James, needing their support
for his own campaign, was forced to co-operate with them and
annulled the Act of Settlement, which was the legal guarantee

of the Protestant ascendancy. This naturally alarmed the
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Protestant ascendancy classes who welcomed William of Or-
ange as their saviour. The battle between thieves then began
and it ended with William’s victory over James at the Battle of
the Boyne in 1690, after which the prosperity of the Protestant
nobility was secured. It is this piece of dreary history, involving
two English imperialist factions, that the Orangemen of today
claim to be the source of their heritage.” — Loyalism, Repub-
lican lecture series No 9

"The Williamite war in Ireland, from Derry to Limerick,
was primarily o war for mastery over the Irish people, and that
all questions of national or industrial freedom were ignored by
the leaders on both sides as being presumably what their mod-
ern prototypes would style ‘beyond the pale of practical poli-
tics’.” — James Connolly

The Boyne did not begin the era of "civil and religious liber-
ty", the contrary is the truth.

“The unfortunate tenantry of Ireland, whether Catholic or
Protestant, were enlightened upon how little difference the war
had made to their position as a subject class. The Catholic who
had been so foolish as to adhere to the army of James could
not, in the nature of things, expect much consideration from his
conquerors — and he received none — but he had the consola-
tion of seeing that the rank-and-file of his Protestant enemies
were treated little, if at all, better than himself.” — James
Connolly

What Catholics received were the Penal Laws, basically
making them non-people in the social, economic and political
spheres of life, whilst:

"Presbyterians, Unitarians, Quakers and all other dis-
senters from the imperialist established church were deprived
of that (civil and religious liberty) which they had imagined
they were fighting for, in the name of King William, ot the Bat-
tle of the Boyne." — T A Jackson

Far from "civil and religious liberty” being guaranteed by
William’s victory, five sixths of the population, Protestant and
Catholic alike, suffered under a system of economic privilege
which was underpinned by a system of apartheid based on re-
ligious discrimination. That this religion was the established
religion of the imperial country (England) shows up the pre-
tended zeal for civil and religious liberty, for the imperialist
hypocrisy it was.

The complete logic of the situation emerged after 1691 with the
stabilising of the Williamite settlement; a dominant landed class
that was English-centred, whose dependence on English power
created the basis for socio-cultural change, was maintained effec-
tively by the enactment of the property-motivated Penal Laws.
The Williamite victory gave to the ruling class a century and a
half of what Orme calls “unparailed development and remodelling
at the hands of a favoured minority, the Protestant ascendancy”.
Colonisation of Ireland was complete.

g
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® The Williamite army forcing the passage of the Boyne

In British occupied Ireland today thousands of Irish people
march on the 12th of July to proclaim allegiance to principles
of which the Orange Order is a negation — historical facts
prove this, so why do they adhere to their beliefin myth?

We have explained how the lands were stolen from the na-
tive Irish Catholics and placed in the hands of pro-British gen-
try. In most of Ireland the land was worked for these landlords
by native Irish who, under the Penal Laws, had no security of
tenure, but in north-east Ulster the land was planted by Pres-
byterians who, having been brought in to work the land in
place of the native Irish, enjoyed a relative privilege security
of tenure. These Presbyterians, while persecuted by the gov-
ernment, also had to defend their lands from the claims of
their rightful owners, the native Irish. They had a relative eco-
nomic privilege as colonialist agricultural workers, a bond ex-
ploited by the British to ensure they remained loyal to
Britain’ interests in Ireland. Step by step.

"The Protestants who had been persecuted Joined with the
Protestants who had persecuted them against the menace ofan
intrusion by the Catholics info the fold of political and reli-
gious freedom — ‘civil and religious liberty’.” —James Con-
nolly

HUS was forged a cross-class alliance

between the Protestant agricultural

worker and their Protestant landlords.
It was but an easy step from this alliance to a
position of regarding their material interests
as identical and having a common enemy, the
native Irish. They began to teach their chil-
dren that they had a common cause and com-
mon ideals. Throughout the modern phase of
Irish history religious divisions have played
a dominant role. This is so, not because they
constitute the fundamental issue, but be-
cause party leaders know that religious prej-
udices, being what they are — substratum of
economic competition — are more easily ex-
ploited. Whilst we have here concentrated on
lifting the veil of sectarianism to show the
core economic factors, the political con-
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sciousness of the Protestant community is
shaped also by ideological, social and cultur-
al forces which operate to reinforce their ma-

terial considerations.

Translated into today’s terms, the physical manifestation of
"loyalism" on the 12th of July provides a now ingrained ideo-
logical justification for the economic and political privileges
the Protestant settlers have traditionally enjoyed in Ireland.
That is not to say that the primary political principle of Ulster
Protestants is fealty to Britain. Scratch the red-white-and-
blue surface of loyalism and you find stark orange, for this loy-
alism is a loyalty to no-one but themselves; the psychology of
colonialists who take over a country and use all possible
means to hold on to it. Thus, in the Six-County gtatelet,
Protestants by and large see themselves as the embodiment of
a culture of a distinctive kind from the rest of the Irish, with
its own traditions, values, symbols and style of life, the bear-
ers of which are entitled to exercise rights and privileges and
to receive rewards to which non-bearers are not entitled.
These rights and privileges most particularly involve seeing
their values and cultural symbols displayed in the operation of
the state, displaying their cultural superiority through Orange
marches, for their symbols and traditions generally to have a
priority — if not a monopoly — in public display; and for bear-
ers of this culture to have priority of access to employment and
rewards distributed by and within the state. The bulk of the
Protestant community thus clearly remain committed to the
notion of "Ulster" as-a Protestant state for a Protestant people,
in which Catholics participate — if at all — on terms set by
the Protestant community. It's this order that the triumphal-
ism of loyalism drums home to its oppressed minority during
their gelebrations on the 12th of July.

It is crucial to the unionist "reality” that this annual dis-
play of symoblism is rigidly adhered to as a matter of tradi-
tion, as any break with tradition is a shift away from the bla-
tant sectarianism of "their" state and “"their" politics which are
predicated upon intransigent defence of the interests and sym-
bolic superiority of the "loyalist” community. Connolly called
this insular mentality "conceptions of political activity fit only
for the atmosphere of the 17th century".

Any change is feared because the political conceptions of
many Ulster Protestants are a view of politics as a zero-sum
activity, with concessions by one side being a gain to the other
at its expense, rather than an increment to the general good —
to abandon any aspect, any symbol, of public dominance is
necessarily to concede it to the opposition. Any challenge or
threat seen to be emanating from the Catholic community re-
sults in a resurgence of commitment to the only identity which
legitimates their economic, cultural and social dominance,
their identity as "Ulster Protestants” and this is as true for
the bulk of the unchurched as much as for the committed be-
liever.

The historical evolution of Ireland economically meant that
while most of Ireland was forced into a backward agricultural
economy, as Britain’s back-garden to feed British workers, in
the north-east there grew up industries among the most ad-
vanced in the world of their time. While this phenomenon re-
quires detailed explanation it is still true to say that as capi-
talism grew out of feudalism, it was crucial to this uneven
development how the land was held in ownership in both parts
of Ireland. The north-east differed from the rest of Ireland in
that the majority of tenants, who happened to be Protestants,
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enjoyed security of tenure and this factor allowed for the accu-
mulation of capital in the north-east resulting in a faster pace
of industrial capitalist development than in the rest of Ireland.
This economic fact of Irish life helped consolidate the unionist
alliance of Protestant boss and worker that we see celebrated
each year on the anniversary of the Battle of the Boyne.

In today’s economic situation even marginal privileges are
prized; adherence to the sectarian ideology of Ulster loyalism
helps secure that relatively slight advantage in respect of oc-
cupational placement — Catholics are 212 times more likely to
be unemployed than Protestants. Jobs and other material con-
siderations are not all that are guaranteed. By the mainte-
nance of loyalist sectarian dominance in the Six-County
statelet, loyalists also receive many other benefits from the
fact that the ideology they adhere to dominates; their normal
values and symbols have been given prominence in public dis-
play and the operation of the state. They still maintain a veto
over all and any political change (a veto guaranteed by both
the British and Dublin governments via the Hillsborough
Agreement). In all spheres of life their identity has been reaf-
firmed as the one socially approved and favoured, and so on.

HAT brings Ulster Protestants to-

gether every 12th J uly, when the Or-

ange Order stages mass marches is
an ideology of power — an ideology of colo-
nial power. It uses religion, politics, culture
and law to mirror its imperial view of the
world. It is a siege mentality which, through
the passage of time and the artificial rein-
forcement of deeply rooted myth, has come to
mean now that the Orange ideology and
Protestant supremacy have become virtually
the reason for the existence of the Six-County
statelet; to dismantle Protestant supremacy
would be to dismantle the state itself. Recip-
rocally it’s the maintenance of the state insti-
tutions which give loyalist bigotry a material
raison d’etre. The functioning of the Six-
County statelet rests on an Orange machine
which involves thousands of people, each of
whom has a vested interest, or believes they
have a vested interest, in seeing that machine
keep its central position in the power struc-
ture.

It is important finally to remember that this power struc-
ture was created and maintained by Britain for British inter-
ests. Just as William and James used Irish troops to fight
their war for the mastery of Ireland and Britain so Orangeism
has functioned in the 20th century as the rallying-point for
pro-British forces. It is the British government’s partition of
the country and enforced guarantee of the veto of a minority of

Irish people over change that continues to bar the way to
democracy and social progress.




Breaching Ireland’s Berlin Wall

In the past year communities along the border between the two parti-
tioned states in Ireland have been joining together again to re-open roads
and rebuild bridges destroyed by British forces since the early 1970s.
Such campaigns have been run on and off in the years since but the most
recent efforts of the border communities have been the most intense.

In spite of the large number of  and money needed for the re-open- by Briish forces, including the firing
people involved and the great effort ings, in spite of assaults on workers o plastic bullets, litle media attention
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has been focussed on this major de-
velopment,

lronically the ‘border-busters’
have been working at a fime when
the hype about the EC Single Market
in 1992 and the ‘removal of bor-
ders’ was af ifs height. Apart alio-
gether from the dire economic conse-
quences for lreland of the Single
Market, this hype ignores the very
real social, economic and polifical
effects of the militarised Brifish bor-
der. In the following pages RIS looks
of those effects and the campaign of
the "border-busters’.
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Born of necessity, founded on exasperation and
built ort the determination of the local community,
the South Tyrone/North Monaghan Community
Association has spearheaded the current cam-
paign of cross-border road re-openings.

Since its formation in October
1989, the association has been to
the fore in the ongoing activities of
border communities from Derry to
Dundalk to secure unrestricted access
back and forth across the border for
all road users. Successful time after
fime, thwarted on many occasions,
the association’s endeavours have
been the farget of repeated Brifish
army attacks.

The association has, however, re-
ceived many statements of popular
support from local authorifies, organi
sations and individuals. Among them
is @ unanimous vote of congratulation
from the members of Monaghan
County Council, proposed and sec-
onded by the Sinn Féin members,
Caoimhghin O Caoféin and Pot Tre:
anor. »

The association has also been
noted for its innovation. lts members
organised the very successful ‘Peace
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Bus’ four of their area and brought
stiiking depiction of a crossborder
road opening exercise to the frish

® Rebulldmgv the road at Drumferrer, locally know as

National Congress organised picket
in Dublin which coincided with the
EC Summit on German unification.
The resolve of the associafion is
clearly exemplified in the statements
of its chairperson and secrefary, Jime
my McKenna and Mary Treanor.
Jimmy and Mary are ‘veterans' of
the early/mid-70s campaign of bor-

'Peadar Francis , on Sunday >29tI;>A'pril 1990

der road openings by the local com-
munifies and their supporters from dll
over lreland.

“The major difference today,”
says Jimmy McKenna, “is the ovail-
ability of heavy machinery — me-
chanical diggers take a lot of the
spadework out of an operation like
this. We have the support of several

This road was once the main Monaghan/Clogher road, and was first destroyed by the British army in
d the road six times since then, each time the road has been blown

1972. Local people have re-opene
up or smashed soon afterwards
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® A float made by the Monaghan/South Tyrone Communi
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ty Association graphically showing the blocking of a border road with big con-

crete bollards was driven through Dublin on Saturday April 28th during the protest rally organised by the INC at the conference on Ger-
man unity. (Bottom left) Jimmy McKenna of the Community Association ’

digger drivers. We also have the lor
ry men with road-making materials
from quarries near and far, tractors
and linkboxes from local farms and
chainsaws from the forestry workers.
The people are behind us,” he de-
clared, adding, “They have given
generously too when money was
sought”.

Mary Treanor is o wife, mother
and grandmother who, despite her
heavy workload on the fomily's small
border farm and the demands of her
extended family, has never missed o
roadopening in her areq.

“The people are really great,”
says Mary. “They come out to help
ot the shortest nofice. This campoaign
has helped us all to see the impor-
fance of united action. It tokes g lof
of organisation. Our commifiee does
all the pianning. Not only does it
plon the various road openings but
also the different Ways we can use
the issue of the roads fo highlight the
injustice of the border itseff. We have
shown up fhe hypocrisy of those who
pretend to be interested in fair play
and peace. They're not inferested

when you confront them with the
fruth,” concluded Mary.

For almost 15 years the people
of the parishes of Truagh and
Clogher, which straddle the border,
have had to endure lengthy detous.
long delays, verbal abuse and physi-
cal assault are regularly reported by
local nationalists, forced to use the
unfitrecently only open road in their
area which passes through the infor
mous Brifish army permanent check-
point at Aughnacloy. The claims of vi-
olence are well supported and
documented: On February 21st,
1988, while walking along this
road, Aidan McAnespie was shot
dead by a Briish soldier in an obser
vafion tower at the checkpoint. On
January 14th last, Kevin Connolly
sustained a frocture to his skull when
hit by a plastic bullet, one of severcl
fired across the border by the RUC af
the unprotected road workers gath-
ered on the County Monaghan side
of Ballagh Bridge. Nineteenyaar-old
Kevin, a native of nearby Augher in
County Tyrone, spent @ number of
weeks in Monaghan General Hospi-

fal and confinues to suffer from head
pains and recurring blurred vision.

Despite the obvious dangers,
men and women of all ages confinue
to turn out in ever increasing numbers
fo challenge the selfproclaimed wiit
of the British army along the Ty-
rone/Monaghan border.

The story of the rebuilding of
lockey Bridge near Clones is an ex-
ample of the collective deferminafion
of local people.

Lackey Bridge was blown up by
the British army 15 years ago. If wos
a vital link for the community in the
area and several attempts were
made fo replace it. On Saturday,
November 18+, 1989, nearly 70
local people returned to Lackey
Bridge where cne week earlier they
had been prevented from rebuilding
the bridge by the British army. The
bridge builders came from Clones,
Roslea and Ne wiownbutler for their
second affempt to re-open this very
important link rcad between Clones
and its hinterland in South Fer-
managh. Just as the new bridge was
completed, a large force of RUC

were ferried in by helicopter. Dressed
in full riot gear and with dogs and
plastic bullet guns, they threatened
the crowd and forced them back.
They then dismantled the new
bridge, wrecking hours of work.

But the North Monaghan/South
Tyrone Community Association were
back in two weeks fime. On Sunday,
December 10th, more than 50 local
people from both sides of the border
rebuilt Lackey Bridge again. Huge
fimbers were hauled by tractors fo
make a base for the bridge. By Sun-
day evening, Lackey Bridge was be-
ing used by traffic going between
Clones and Fermanagh.

The same defermination has been
demonstiated all along the border be-
tween Monaghan and Tyrone. At Bak
lagh Bridge, Creagh, Altagalvin,
Montforest Rood and more. Flat beds
from lorries, timber, concrete pipes
and rubble have been ingeniously
used where available fo re-open
roads and rebuild bridges long closed
to local people. The campaign will
go on, pledge the association, “Our
roads will stay open,”
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STRABANE is a town of average
size which has a population of op-
proximately 13,000 people of
which approximately 95% are na-
fondlist. The town s situated on the
Tyrone/Donegal border and has
been referred to in tourist promofion-
ol ariicles as the gateway to Done-
gal.

There is one main road between
Strabane fown and County Donegol,
and this rood is in fact a confinuation
of Strobane’s main street and leads
o Lifford, which is a small village in
Donegal and is only holf @ mile from
Strobane fown centre.

Since 1971, Biitish forces have
maintained o permanent checkpoint
between Strabane and Lifford, which
is located alongside the main road
and on the site of the old Great
Northern Railway property, now
owned by Strabane District Council.
In 1972 the checkpoint consisted of
an observation post consiructed with
sandbags, and was manned by RUC
and UDR personnel. Over the years it
has been extended and has taken on
the appearance of a permanent
basecurcheckpoint. The base now
includes living accommodation,
search bays and a helicopter land-
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ing pad. Extensive buildings are cor
siructed of concrefe and steel.

The land on which the base is
built was taken off Strabane District
Council and fo dafe no compensa
ion has been paid fo the council in
respect of the seized land.

Approximately 100 yards from,
and to the rear of the checkpoint is
located a local bronch of the Well-
worths Supermarkef chain.

During the spring of 1988, Well-
worths offered fo purchase or lease
from the District Council an area of
ground on the old Great Northern
Railway property, which is located to
he rear of the supermarket and also
o the rear of the checkpoint. Welk
worts wished fo extend their busi
ness premises in the area and also
provide customer car parking focili-
fies. The local press reported the de
bate of the Council meefing af which
Wellworth's application was dis
cussed. A few days later the clerk
and chief executive of the Council
was visited by two legal representar
ives of the Department of the Envi-
ronment {DOE] Property Services
Agency — the body with responsibil
ity for acquiring land and property
for the crown forces. He wos served

with an order under the Emergency
Provisions legislation, which informed
him that the area of land in which
Wellworths were inferested was be
ing requisitioned for use by the
crown forces. It claimed that the land
was required fo exiend further the
compound af which the Camel's
Hump checkpoint is located. To date
he crown forces have not developed
this piece of ground, and it is be-
lieved locally that the land was requi
sifioned simply fo prevent the super-
market extension which would have
eventually meant the daily presence
of civilians and vehicles near the
crown forces base.

As Strabane has the highest un-
employment rate in Europe, currently
standing ot 30%, the supermarkef ex-
fension would have been most wel
come as it would have created some
odditional jobs.

Sinn Féin councillors strongly ob
jected to the job losses created by
the requisitioning of the land, but
could not get support from SDIP or
other nationdlist councillors. Need-
less fo say, unionist members of the
Council wholeheartedly supported
he acions of the crown forces in tak
ing the land.

Since the mid-70s, the Camel's
Hump base and checkpoint has

been joinfly manned by RUC/UDR

ond British army personnel. Each and
every vehicle which passed along
he main road and through the check
point, whether crossing the border to
Donegal or coming from Donegal to
the Six Counties, hos its registration
number fed into a British army com
puter. Indeed so comprehensive is
the collation of information on the
crossborder movement of vehicles,
that other government agencies such
os the DOE Planning Service and
Roads Service have used the informor
fion gathered at this checkpoint 1o
compile stafistics for use in the formu-
lation of future policy on crossborder
road usage, shopping trends, efc. A
though Lifford in County Donegal is
only @ half mile distance from Stror
bane town centre, on occasions it
can take anything up fo two hours fo
rave! the distance by car, especially
when coming from Lifford to Stra-
bane. Crown forces personnel rour
finely decide to carry out an exhaus
iive search of all vehicles and
personnel crossing the border in ef-
ther direction. Ths involves vehicles,
drivers, passengers and pedestrians
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being taken into a specially construct
ed search bay, where both the per-
son and vehicle are subjected to @
thorough search and checking proce-
dure. Many people have com-
ploined of being insulted, abused
and even assaulted, particularly by
RUC and UDR while undergoing
searches and so-called security
checking within the confines of the
search bay.

For many years, County Council
and other public service employees
who had been transferred from vari-
ous parts of the 26 Counties to work
in lifford, had resided in Strabane
where accommodation was more
plentiful.

By the mid-'70s these people
had to give up their accommodation
in Strabane and move to more ex-
pensive hotel accommodation in
Donegal because of the almost daily
harassment and deloys which they
received at the Camel's Hump check
point when travelling between Stra-
bane and their work in Donegal.

Traditionally, there had always
been strong social links between the
people of Strabane and Lifford, with
young people in particular travelling
from one locafion to the other to at-
tend dances and other forms of leisure
activitiess Indeed it was a regular
weekend outing for young people
from Strabane to walk to Lifford on a
Saturday and Sunday night fo atiend
the dance or disco in the InferCoun-
fies Hotel. That proctice has now all
but ceased due to the consistent ha-
rassment and abuse which young
people from Strabane suffered when
passing through the Camel’s Hump
checkpoint when retuming home, usu-
ally in the early hours of the morning.

One such night out ot the week-
end dance in the InferCounties Hotel
cost a local youth his lfe. In the early
hours of Sunday, 16th July, 1972,
18-yearold Tobias Molloy left the In-
terCounties Hotel in the company of
his girlfriend and walked fowards
Strabane. As both approached the
Camel’s Hump checkpoint, a rubber
bullet was fired from the checkpoint
and struck the youth at a point just
above his heart. He died within min-
utes, while being taken to Lifford
Hospital. Eyewitnesses claimed at
the time that as Tobias and his gir-

friend were walking towards the
checkpoint, RUC and UDR personnel
were harassing a group of young
people who were also returning from
the dance in Lifford. During an angry
exchange of words, a UDR soldier
fired a rubber bullet which missed
those whom he presumably had in-
tended to shoot, and struck Tobias
Molloy as he walked towards the
checkpoint.

No charges were ever brought
against any member of the crown

!‘%-“fah“
£y

W
® (Above) British sol.

forces in connection with the death of
Tobias Molloy.

A similor social visit to Donegal
also ended in tragedy for members
of a Strabane family. In the early
hours of 13th April, 1980, a middle
aged woman, Tessie Doherty, was
travelling by car to Strabane, having
been to Donegal in the company of
her husband John to celebrate their
wedding anniversary. They were oc-
companied by Mr Doherty's brother
and his wife. As they travelled to-

diers close the Lenamore Road border crossing,
Tyrone border ‘

wards the Camel’s Hump checkpoint
a shot was fired from an observation
tower overlooking the base. The bul-
let hit the car and killed Mr Dohery.
Although a Brifish soldier was subse-
quently charged with manslaughter,
no custodial sentence was imposed.
The presence of the Camel’s Hump
checkpoint has not only represented
a physical barrier between the com-
munities of Strabane and Lifford, but
has also created a significant psy-
chological barrier.

ery (below) sealed crossing on
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=12. Pullyernan Road: Blocked and
 cratered in two places.

13. Green Road: Cratered.
14. Kilclean: Open Garda and
Irish army checkpoint.

Castlederg

11. Carn Border: Cratered and
vlocked. Carn Road and Cavdn
Road meet on Tyrone side of this
crossing. Carn Road cratered and
Cavan Road cratered where they

meet.

9. Mechans Border: Laghtfogpy
Road blocked and blown. Bridge

on border blown.
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1. Clogher: (pronounced Cloghdér)
off Scraghey Road. Road blown
and spiked. Familics must make
journey through Tyrone, Fer-
managh and Doncgal to reach
their burial grounds just across

the border.
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side of this checkpoint. Strabane
be reached by crossing
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blocked.

21. Tullymoan: Cratered and
blocked.

20. Lisdoo: Cratered and blocked.
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S 19. Maxwell’s: Cratered and
s blocked.
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17

18. Craig’s: Cratered and blocked,

16. Crossing cut off, only accessi-
ble through Kilclean crossing.

17. Fearn Border: Top of Lurgan-
buoy Road. Cratered and spiked.

15, Cassey Border: Cratered.

area turf was traditionally
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CLADY s a small village which is
located on the Tyrone/Donegal bor
der and s six miles south west of
Strabane fown. The population of the
village is put at 530 people who are
almost exclusively nationalist.

From the early '70s, the village
and its approach roads were por
rolled on a regular basis by units of
the British army, UDR and RUC who
would establish stop-and-search
checkpoints which would be main-
tained for varying periods of fimes.

In the early hours of one moming
during the autumn of 1985, a large
convoy of marked and unmarked
Brifish army vehicles invaded the vit
lage. It included lifing cranes, pre-
mix cement lorfies, and other veh-
cles used in construction work as
well as standard mifitary vehicles. I
soon became clear fo the residents
that the British ardy planned to con:
struct @ permanent base cum check
point on the Main Street leading to
the approach roads to Donegal.

There are two roads which lead
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off Clady's Main Street, one which
continues over Clady Bridge and
leads fo the main Lifford/Ballybofey
Road in County Donegal. The sec-
ond road leads to Castlefin in Done-
gal, but more importantly from the
point of view of the residents of Clor

dy, this road leads fo their local conr
munity hall, which is just inside the
SixCounty side of the border, and
their local church, Doneyloop
Chapel, which is located just over
the border in Donegal.

On the day of the military inver

sion of the village, residents became
incensed when they redlised the ull
extent of the British army plans. Not
only did they infend to build @ per
manent base cum: checkpoint on the
Main Street but they also planned to
crofer the Doneyloop Road. People
from the village would be subjected
fo a detour of eight miles to get fo
Doneyloop Chapel, which was only
o short walk from the village. The vit
lagers, supported by Sinn Féin coun-
cillors, staged a sitdown protest on
the Main Street of the village while
British soldiers cratered the Doney-
loop Road.

Some fime later the parish priest
arrived and, on learning that the
British army proposals were going fo
affect his church, he summoned Bish-
op Edward Daly fo the scene. The
bishop telephoned the Department of
Foreign Affairs in Dublin ond os a re
sult @ compromise was arrived af be-
tween the Dublin and Brifish adminis
irations, that the Free State
administration would maintain @ per-
manent Garda/military checkpoint
on the other side of the Doneyloop
Road as well as on the Lifford7Bally-
bofey Road. Following the agree-
ment the Brifish filled the cratered
road. What was significant about
the situation on that day, apart from
the hostility of the parish priest to-
wards the Sinn Féin councillors which
was only matched by the hostlity of
the RUC and Brit personnel present,
was the fact that the bishop, the
parish priest and the Dublin odminis
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fration hod no objections fo the con-
struction of the Brit base and permo-
nent checkpoint. It was only the pos-
sibility that the inconvenience which
was fo be caused fo church goers
may have discouraged them from at
tending!

The Brit base cum permanent
checkpoint was constructed forthwith
at the bottom of the Main Street of
the village and s sfill in operation to
this day. The situation which has ex-
isted since 1985 is that the villagers
have to walk through the British army
base and checkpoint if they wish to
go to their place of worship or their
local community hall. The result of
this situation is that while most vil-
lagers are prepared fo go through
the base once a week to go to
church, they are reluctant fo suffer the
harassment and threats fo frequent
their local community hall. The com
munity hall, built by the District Coun-
cil at considerable expense fo local
ratepayers, is now rarely used by the
community. .

The base and checkpoint on Cla-
dy's Main Street, like the Camel’s
Hump Base in Strabane, has sleep
ing accommodation and a specially
constructed search bay. It is manned
by Brifish Redcaps {military police]
and UDR personnel. The procedures
at the base are similar to those oper
ated ot the Camel’s Hump check-
point in that all vehicle registration
numbers are fed info o British army
computer. long delays are common
as a result of intensive vehicle and
predestrian searches. Indeed farmers
who own land on both sides of the
border in this area have af fimes fo
toke @ 12:mile detour via Strabane
fo get to their land becquse of
lengthy delays at the checkpoint. Of
fen, local people wanting fo cross
the border will gamble on taking the
12:mile detour through the allemafive
checkpoint in the hope of speeding
up the process but frequently when
they artive o the other checkpoint
they find that they are subjected to
similor delays.

A particularly notorious feature of
the Clady checkpoint is the fact that
most, if not all the people who pass
through it, motorists and pedestrians
alike, are photographed by UDR per-
sonnel, and they have no way of

The plight of villagers who have to
pass through the base to go fo their

knowing where the photographs will
end up.

.

place of worship and their local com-
munity hall has been highlighted in
the local press and also raised in the
council chamber by Sinn Féin councit
lors but again no progress was made
because of the lack of support from
nationalist councillors, including the
SDIP. The local parish priest and Bish-
op Daly have remained silent since
their initial objections on the day that
the British army moved in in 1985.

Indeed, on one day during the
summer of this year, when a local
band returning by bus through the
checkpoint from a visit to Bundoran
was detained and all occupants tak-
en off to be searched, the parish
priest happened to be passing
through the checkpoint. When two
women members of the band ap-
proached the parish priest and asked
him fo witness the abuse they were
receiving he replied “What do you
expect me to do?” then drove off.

The lack of concern of the 26-
County administrafion over the plight
of the Clady community s probably
best indicated by the fact that they
have also constructed permanent
checkpoints on both the Doneyloop
ond Lifford/Ballybofey Roads. Both
Garda/military checkpoints overlook
the British army base in Clady and
are in constant radio communication
with i,
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This account of the Intifada or Uprising by
Nidal es-Samid, a Palestinian, was received by
IRIS some months ago after the second an-
niversary of the unarmed struggle in the Oc-
cupied Territories which began in December
1987.

But on May 20th another chapter in the histo-
ry of the Intifada was written when a former Is-
raeli soldier gunned down eight Palestinians as
they queued up for work. Within hours another

seven had been killed by Israeli troops as they
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protested over the murders and within 24 hours
785 Palestinians had been admitted to hospital
with serious injuries.

Under the Intifada, the people of the Occupied
Territories took on the armed might of the Zion-
ist state with nothing more than stones and slo-
gans, while the PLO stated that it would not un-
dertake armed actions in these areas. Its object
was to expose the real nature of Israeli power in
Gaza and the West Bank and it did so with the
enthusiastic support of the people in these areas.




HE PALESTINIANS have
T always maintained that

there can be no peace
and no stability in the Middle
East until the Palestine Ques-
tion is resolved. Even within
the region, this claim has
been regarded as arrogant by
larger powers — even the
Arab powers which intone
rhetorical allegiance to the

cause,

Yet it is the cause of Palestine which
has provoked the wars of 1947-49, 1967
and 1973 plus the War of Attrition of the
1950s and the 1978 and 1982 invasions of
Lebanon. The Intifada has again put
Palestine at centre stage of regional and
international politics but in a very differ-
ent way. The Palestinians have always
fought bravely against their exile and oc-
cupation but, as a small and dispersed
people, their effort has usually been on
the military sidelines of the wider Arab-
Israeli dispute. Until the siege of Beirut
their guerilla forces had always been a
supplement to the Arab armies. When
the West Bank and Gaza Strip were occu-
pied in 1967, attempts to organise a ‘peo-
ple’s war’ in the West Bank were crushed
due to lack of political organisation and
popular mobilisation. The Gaza Strip
held out for longer but even there the
bulldozihg of swathes through the
refugee camps broke the back of the
armed resistance by 1973,

The Intifada has changed everything.
People’s war has become a reality. The
stonethrowing children, the striking mi-
grant workers, the merchants who refuse
to pay taxes have spawned popular com-
mittees which are taking over whole ar-
eas of everyday life, organising boycotts
of Israeli goods, declaring days of mass
participation in agriculture, setting up
watch committees and popular courts. As
the American and British decision to talk
with the PLO demonstrates, the willing-
ness of men, women and children to face
the most powerful army in the region has
forced a rethink of the map of the Middle
East. The British government has all but
declared itself for a Palestinian entity if
not a state, the US will soon follow. Israe)
i8 isolated and increasingly divided.

HILE NO-ONE dis-
Wputes that the Pales-
tinian_  cause is
stronger now than at any

point since 1948, a number of
questions remain to be ad-
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dressed. Firstly, there is the
question of the relationship
between the PLO leadership
(in exile) and the Intifada.
Secondly, there is the issue of
the 'compromising' stance
adopted by PLO chairman
Yasser Arafat, who is also
leader of Fateh, the largest re-
sistance group within the
PLO umbrella. Does Arafat’s
present position represent a
dictatorship of the majority
over the opinions of the more
'radical’ organisations within
the PLO? Thirdly, is Arafat’s
two-state solution, the cre-
ation of a Palestinian state
alongside Israel, acceptable
and viable?

There is scarcely a Palestinian in the Oc-
cupied Territories who does not express ad-
herence to the PLO and believe it to be (in
diplomatic-speak) the 'sole legitimate repre-
sentative of the Palestinian people’. After
the dispersion of 1948, the degradation of
the early years of exile, and the occupation
of Palestinian land by Israel, Jordan, and
Egypt, it was the PLO which rebuilt the
Palestinian identity, which remodelled it
into a culture of resistance, opposing any
trends towards assimilation into the Arab
diaspora or co-option of the ‘Palestine card’
by local regimes. It reinforced the familial
ties between the exile community and those
under occupation. It gave a role to all parts
of the Palestinian people: pride in their
steadfastness to those who remained, an or-
ganised determination to return to those in
the refugee communities.

@ Children queue at an

With its guerilla operations it proved
that the Palestinians existed and rekin-
dled the folk memory of resistance
against the European Crusaders, the Ot-
toman Empire, and the British Mandate
occupation. This leadership spurred the
people of the West Bank and Gaza Strip
to build trade unions, medical relief or-
ganisations, nationalist universities and
a host of other semi-legal institutions
which, over a period of 20 years, trained
thousands of people in the culture of re-
sistance. Yet the illegality of overt expres-
sions of national identity, let alone alle-
giance to the PLO, plus the physical
separation of those under occupation
from those in exile, led the Israeli and
American (and British) establishment to
believe that the people of the occupied
territories could be split off from their
compatriots in exile.

HE INTIFADA has dis-

I proved this. From the
politicised ranks of
trade union and women’s com-
mittee militants, from the stu-
dent groups and the ex-pris-
oners as well as the
underground resistance
groups, the United Leadership
of Uprising emerged to lead
the Intifada. This amorphous
body has pointedly refused
any distinction between itself
and the PLO. Its fortnightly
communiques are signed

UNLU-PLO.

It continually expresses its support for
the diplomatic and other moves made by
the PLO. On the other hand, the PLO has
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reciprocated by ceding much local control
to the internal leadership. The virtual
cessation of guerilla activity inside the
West Bank and Gaza Strip is believed to
be a result of requests from the UNLU
which quickly realised that international
sympathy was better gained by stark im-
ages of thousands of stonethrowers con-
fronting tanks and helicopters than by a
relative handful of gunmen vainly fight-
ing an army.quite prepared to engage in
massacres. Similarly, it must be said that
the people of the West Bank and Gaza
Strip have long been more accommodat-
ing to the idea of a two-state solution
than have been the refugees in, say,
Lebanon, most of whom come from the
1948-occupied Galilee and Triangle.

and moral strength of the

Intifada actually pushed
the PLO into formally accept-
ing the two-state solution
which it had hinted at since
1974. It did so precisely be-
cause, for the first time, the
question of power was posed
in a concrete way. No longer
was sloganeering enough —
the political reality was that
the people of the West Bank
and Gaza Strip were saying
'We can deliver so much and
no more. Do we want it or
not?' Furthermore, accep-
tance of the two-state solution
at least as an intermediary
measure has long been on the
tip of the tongue of the leader-

ship and much of the rank

IRONICALLY, the political

and file of the PLO. To a large
extent the question has been
one of when to come out and
declare for it.

The aftermath of the glorious victory-
defeat in Beirut was not the time, nor
was the painful period of division which
followed. The PLO leadership can be frus-
tratingly ambiguous and slow but one
principle it had long adhered to is that
you do not negotiate, let alone make con-
cessions when you are weak. Arafat
played the card of recognising Israel and
renouncing ‘terrorism’ (but not armed re-
sistance) precisely because the power of
the Intifada meant that that America and
Europe (and eventually Israel) would
have to respond.

In April 1987 the PLO-reunited after
one of its painful but periodic splits in
which the smaller ‘radical’ groups such as
the Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine and the Democratic Front for
the Liberation of Palestine had joined
forces with Syria in opposing Arafat’s at-
tempts to bring Egypt (which signed a
peace treaty with Israel in 1979) back
into the Arab fold rather than leave the
most powerful Arab state isolated with
only Israel and America to talk to. The
attempt to form another PLO failed due
to lack of popular support and Syrian
support for the Lebanese factions which
engaged in the horrific besieging of Pales-
tinian refugee camps in Beirut from 1985
to 1987.

The unity achieved at the 18th session
of the Palestine National Council (PNC)
was forced upon the PFLP and DFLP by
the day-to-day necessity of unity on the
ground, whether in defending the camps
in Lebanon or resisting the occupation,
and by Syria’s de facto ceasefire with Is-
rael. The return of these two groups to

@ RPG attack — West Beirut

the PLO fold left Damascus in control of
only Sa’iqa (a Palestinian wing of the
Syrian army) and the PFLP-General
Command, a splinter group of the PFLP,
and a rag-bag of other minor actors. Even
the Abu Nidal group, responsible for
killing more Palestinians than Israelis,
attempted to rejoin the mainstream. The
Palestine Communist Party, strong in the
Occupied Territories but not in the dias-
pora, joined the PLO for the first time.

At the 19th session of the PNC, last
autumn, the PFLP opposed the declara-
tion of a Palestinian state and the moves
towards the recognition of Israel, but was
unable to present a political alternative
beyond intoning ritual demands for more
armed operations and a Palestinian state
in the whole of historic Palestine. The
DFLP went along with Fateh, the com-
munists and the majority of the indepen-
dents and PFLP leader George Habash
eventually agreed that he would do noth-
ing to disrupt the new initiative for a tri-
al period of several months. When the
Americans agreed to open discussions
with the PLO in the wake of Arafat’s ad-
dress to the UN in Geneva, Habash wel-
comed it. Nonetheless, everybody knows
that if Israel is not pressured into accept-
ing Palestinian national rights, the Pales-
tinians are able to revert to different tac-
tics and that they would take a
significantly increased body of world
opinion with them because they will have
been seen to have had ‘moderation’
thrown back in their faces.

N THE GROUND, the In-

tifada has cut across tra-

ditional political alle-
giances like nothing else. In the
streets and within the local and
national leadership of the up-
rising, communist and
! nationalist and Islamic
radicals work together.
One of the most heart-
ening features of the
Intifada has been its
ability to 'turn' collabo-
¢ rators. Of course there
have been cases where
those working for Is-
raeli intelligence have
had to be eliminated,
but they are few. Pales-
 tinian police and tax of-
| ficers have resigned en
masse when requested
to do so. Informers and



Israeli-appointed vil-
lage councillors have
been asked to come to
mosques and church-
es, hand over their
firearms and swear
not to reoffend and
many have done so.
The more stubborn
have been boycotted
(and so rendered inef-
fective) or encouraged
to leave the area.

There are only two marginal sections
within the community of the West Bank
and Gaza Strip which disrupt national
unity. The first of these is Hamas. In Ara-
bic the word means zeal. The letters
stand for the title of a Muslim fundamen-
talist tendency which has declared itself
for nothing less than an Islamic Pales-
tinian state. Unlike the loose grouping
known as Islamic Jihad (nothing to do
with the Lebanese group of the same
name), Hamas has refused to work with
the united leadership and, on occasion,
has issued strike calls in competition
with those of the united leadership.

While the Palestinians, even the 20% of
West Bankers who are Christian, live with-
in an Arab-Muslim cultural tradition which
is an ongoing facet of their national strug-
gle, Islami¢ fundamentalism is not an ideol-
ogy which can attract mass support outside
of a few traditionalist areas. Nevertheless,
Hamas is a minor thorn in the side of the
nationalist movement.

The second social grouping which
should be mentioned is a section within
the nascent Palestinian bourgeoisie.
Large landowners, petty entrepreneurs,
sub-contractors, and merchants have long
maintained business and family ties with
Jordan and Egypt, embracing the politi-
cal aims of those states in order to gain
funds and trade. Similarly, some of them
have accommodated themselves to the oc-
cupation, not necessarily to the extent of
collaborating as such but certainly not
wishing to have their financial boat
rocked by militancy. Individuals such as
Elias Freij, the mayor of Bethleham, and
sections of clans such as the al-Masris in
Nablus have performed a careful balanc-
ing act, keeping lines of communication
open with the PLO, Jordan, Egypt and Is-
rael. It is just such people whom the Is-
raelis have attempted to promote as ‘non-
PLO representatives of the Palestiniang’,
in an attempt to buy off nationalist de-
mands with minimalist offers of local au-
tonomy.

@ Sabra refugee camp, West Beiru

Y AND LARGE, the

strength of the Intifada has

put paid to such games and
the overwhelming majority of
merchants and employers have
played a full part in commercial
strikes, withholding of taxes and
so on, However, on occasion, men
like Freij have ventured to sug-
gest that the uprising be ended in
return for concessions such as the
release of prisoners.

The PLO and the internal leadership of
the uprising have been quick to quash such
suggestions. Indeed, in January, Arafat
promised "ten bullets in the chest” to any-
one who repeated the proposal.

.A Palestinian state has been declared but
can it become a reality? To some extent the
declaration was a diplomatic ploy by the PLO
to set a task for the world community, to di-
vide it between those states willing to come
out and recognise Palestine and those which
would not. By mid-December, 63 states recog-
nised Palestine and the number has increased
since then. But it was also a statement of
faith, faith in the ability of the Palestinians in
the West Bank and Gaza to maintain the up-
rising in the face of massive casualities — 500
dead, 40,000 wounded and 40,000 arrested in
the first 12 months — and to impose popular
power.

The Israeli army is becoming increasingly
aware that its guns, toxic gas, clubs, gravel
throwers, helicopters, house demolitions, intern-
‘ment and deportations may break up demon-
strations but cannot uproot the social organisa-
tion of the Intifada. Increasingly Israeli troops
are complaining that every action they take bru-
talises them, injures the innocent and actually
strengthens the resistance. Each funeral be-
comes a demonstration, each internment camp
organises protests: when schools are closed
down the pupils refuse to go home but when
they are opened the pupils go on strike. Some
months ago. membership of a popular committee
was made punishable by ten years imprison-
ment but to no effect. Israel has been able to
prevent mass destruction of LD. cards by mak-
ing life impossible without them and a concerted
effort to gather taxes at gunpoint is making re-
fusal to pay difficult. The return to the land

campaign whereby urban communities turn
waste ground into allotments to see them
through periods of prolonged curfew and siege
and rural communities help peasants to work
their land, is more of a symbol than a real eco-
nomic factor.

But what is increasingly clear is that the
uprising has spread into every sphere of
life. Masked youths carrying nothing but
molotovs and kitchen knives have constitut-
ed themselves as ‘strike squads’ of the
Palestine Liberation Army. Each communi-
ty is guarded by a watch committee. Lists of
Israeli brand names are circulated to aid
the boycott campaign. Food and goods are
distributed to families of the dead, wounded
and imprisoned. Popular courts are being
set up and even refuse collection is organ-
ised in some towns. National education and
medical relief is organised in houses. Draw-
ing on the years of experience of under-
ground organisation, the Palestinians are
creating the rudiments of their state.

The key issues now are whether the
price of maintaining the occupation can be
made too high for Israel in terms of finance, -
internal stability and international opinion,
and whether a Palestinian state would be
viable.

Both questions involve too many ifs and
buts to discuss here. The answer to the first
question will revolve to a great extent
around tle degree of pressure put on Is-
rael’s western backers and financers, princi-
pally in Washington. In the long run Israel’s
precarious economy cannot survive both the
expense of the uprising and any threat to
its annual subsidy from the US government
— some $1,500 per year for each Israeli.
There are increasing signs that the US sees
its strategic aims as being better served by
settlement than by increased instability.

The answer to the second question is re-
gional rather than local. The Palestinians
have always seen their struggle as one in-
volving the whole of the Arab world and the
Arab world retains, beneath the petty dicta-
torships which currently control it, a desire
for some form of political and economic uni-
ty which expresses the shared linguistic
and cultural heritage.

A Palestinian state would seek close ties
with its neighbours. There are those who
argue that economic imperatives would
drive a Palestinian and an Israeli state to
work together. In this context it is also ar-
gued that the 60% of Israeli Jews who come
from the Arab world would begin to reas-
similate their Arab roots until the artificial
entity that is Israel disappears under the ir-
repressible tide of indigenous history, cul-
ture, and language which surrounds it.
Then, just like the Crusaders and the Ot-
tomans and the British, the Zionist state
would become just a brief, bad memory in
the millennia of Palestinian history and
Palestine would be whole and free, embrac-
ing equally its Muslim, Jewish and Chris-
tian people.
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P TO THE ARRIVAL of the Norse-

men, the Irish had a mono-cul-

ture which is often referred to

as the golden age of Gaelic cul-

ture and Irish monasticism. The

" typical productions of this period

were the illuminated manus-

cripts, high crosses and round towers. These

have always been seen in Ireland as some-

thing unique and unassailable, something

which was our own and authentically ‘Celtic’.

Yet, as Brian Fallon (art critic) noted: “Modern scholarship

has rather damped down this idea and we now know that

much of what we thought to be purely and exclusively Irish

was in fact an eclectic style made up of Byzantine, Ro-

manesque, Viking and Northumbrian elements as well as na-

tive ones. Other countries besides ourselves have or had

round towers and even the seemingly unique high crosses are
found elsewhere.”

This so-called golden age was brought to an end by the arrival

of the Vikings and the succeeding years produced a complicated

history with divided allegiances which makes the undeistanding-
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of the art forms of the people complicated to relate.

Fundamentally, an independent Ireland was always a
threat to England’s defence, consequently England sought to
minimise that threat. This meant that Ireland never enjoyed a
period of peace or even the dubious benefit of a conquering
monarch who could unify the people and enable them to devel-
op. Eventually, after the Battle of the Boyne in 1690, a new so-
cial structure emerged. The old Catholic aristocracy was re-
placed by a Protestant one and a new middle class was
composed of settlers from outside or of Irish who were pre-
pared to conform. Many of these settlers assimilated Irish cus-
toms and traditions. The title ‘Anglo Irish’ was used to distin-
guish these people who, while not Irish in origin, nevertheless
became Irish in most ways. This circumstance has led to the
existence of two artistic traditions in Ireland — the Anglo-
Irish and the native tradition. Unfortunately from the per-
spective of the native Irish, °classical music, opera, ballet, and
the visual arts tended to be seen as more exclusive than, for
example, traditional forms of music and dance”.

So we must accept that the history of Irish painting, up un-
til recent times, is in fact a history of Anglo-Irish painting.
Also, we should note that this particular history is difficult to
construct, for as Anne Crookshank, the art historian, noted:

- ®Time has been much harder on Ireland’s works of art than.en- - -



those of most European countries.” She states that:

°It is self-evident that little could survive the wars, rebel-
lions and peace settlements of the 17th century which all re-
sulted in destruction and changed the ownership of land and
wealth in Ireland. The revival in the 18th century, which is so
obvious architecturally, is not as readily seen in painting and
sculpture. The social changes, which began with the Act of
Union with England in 1801 and which were accelerated by the
numerous Land Acts of the 19th century, led to the gradual dis-
persal of the Anglo-Irish gentry who had been the patrons of
the arts.”

This meant that artists of ambition naturally followed, so
that any flowering of Irish talent in the 19th century or early
20th century occurred outside Ireland. And there is ample evi-
dence of such talent.

John Foley was undoubtedly the finest Irish sculptor of the
19th century and achieved great fame in his day, living in Lon-
don but working for commissions in Ireland and India as well
as in England — his Burke, Goldsmith and Grattan stand out-
side Trinity College, Dublin, 0’Connell at the beginning of
O’Connell Street and Father Matthew in Cork. In London, he
sculpted Prince Albert for the Albert Memorial, also the Asia
Group for the same memorial.

John Hogan from Cork lived in Rome for many years. His
Dead Christ in Clarendon Street Church reflects how he was
influenced in Rome by the broad idealisations of neo-classic
sculpture.

Daniel Maclise also came from Cork but he went to Eng-
land to make a living. He became a successful painter of large
canvasses on great themes. His Marriage of Strongbow and
Eva in the National Gallery, Dublin, is a fine and representa-
tive example of his work. He also painted the great murals for
the House of Lords, with such subjects as the Death of Nelson.

Sir Frederick William Burton, who came from Corofin,
County Clare, not only worked in England but also in Bavaria
under the patronage of King Ludwig. He was also a notable art
historian and became a Director of the National Gallery in
London,

Sir John, Lavery was born in Belfast and as a young artist
was originally associated with a group of Scottish artists —
The Glasgow School’. He became a painter of international
renown, both for his landscapes and portraits.

Williani Orpen was the most brilliant draughtsman of his
day and eventually became one of the most fashionable por-
trait painters in the London of the 1920s.

This partial listing of Irish artists gives some indication of
their contemporary international importance and, surely, con-
tradicts the oft-heard cliché that the Irish are a non-visual
people. Some may say that because most of the artists lived
and worked outside Ireland, that they therefore should not be
considered Irish. However, we have never disqualified our An-
glo-Irish writers on that score. But we must note that there is
nothing particularly Irish in character in the work of these
painters and sculptors. Most were working in the English
mainstream and created work that was similar in style and ap-
proach to that produced by their English contemporaries.

HE Rising in 1916 led to a war of inde-
pendence which resulted in self-gov-
ernment for the 26 Counties and a
separate government under the
British crown for the remaining six
north-eastern counties. The new gov-
ernment in the southern ‘Irish Free State’, ea-
gerly searching for an ‘Irish’ school of paint-
ing, thought it had found one in such artists
as Paul Henry and Sean Keating. Brian Fal-
lon correctly recognised that: “The cultural
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commissars of the new Irish State knew very
little about painting, but they could recognise
a haycock or a west of Ireland cottage when
they saw one.” Brian Fallon humorously not-
ed: “Such ‘Free State Art’ was rather like
those old iron letter boxes with green paint
applied all over the crest and initials of Victo-
ria Regina and Edwardus Rex.” This self-
deception in the arts echoed the political re-
ality in the country, where the potential for
change in a new independent state was being

sacrificed to a resurgent conservatism.

. Terence Brown in his book, Ireland a Social and Cultural
History, questions “why a revolution fought on behalf of exhil-
arating ideals, ideals which had been crystalised in the heroic
crucible of the Easter Rising, should have led to the establish-
ment of an Irish State notable for a stultifying lack of Social,
Cultural and Economic ambition”. He goes on to suggest that:
°An explanation for this social and cultural conservatism is to
be sought in the social composition of Irish society.” -

I can’t quibble with Brown’s explanation and the following
is the thrust of his argument. After partition, the field lay
open in the 26 Counties for the Catholic nationalist majority
to express its social and cultural will unimpeded by signifi-
cant opposition from powerful minorities. This majority was
predominantly rural in complexion. And Irish rural life con- .
tinued the social patterns and attitudes of the 19th century.
Peasant proprietorship, the outcome of land agitation, was re-
sponsible for the immobility of Ireland.

The two social groups that dominated the early years of the
Free State were the farmers and the tradesmen and, “their
economic prudence, their necessarily puritanical, repressive
sexual mores and nationalistic' conversation, encouraged by a
priesthood and Hierarchy drawn considerably from their
number, largely determined the kind of country which
emerged in the first decades of Independence”.

Since the vast majority of the population of the 26 Counties
was Roman Catholic, devotion to religion became a badge of
national identity. Also, the inherent conservatism of the Irish
Catholic Church, a church which at the time propounded doc-
trines that enshrined the rights of private property, neatly
complemented the attitudes of the new Irish ruling classes.

So, we had a government with its power base firmly estah-
lished among instinctively conservative and prosperous middle-
class elements of society, a government hardly likely to have em-
barked upon many social, economic and cultural experiments in
such difficult times, Yet it did engage in one truly radical policy —
the revival of the Irish language. But, because this policy was un-
matched by radical developments in other areas (for example, eco-
nomic expansion in the Gaeltacht areas, etc) it was doomed to fail-
ure. Paradoxically, the full burden of the one radical policy of the
Free State government was to be borne alone by the children of
the nation,

Cultural life in the new state was dominated by a vision of
Ireland which was narrow and exclusive — the new Ireland
was to be Gaelic, rural, and Catholic. In fact, Daniel Corkery,
an early ideologue of the new state, defined the forces which
should preoccupy a ‘properly’ Irish mind as religion, national-
ism and the land. It is important to note that at the time there
was little or no opposition to this development. Having decid-
ed not to contest the elections of 1918 and 1921 in the interests
of national unity, the Labour Party and consequently the left
found itself on the sidelines of Irish politics. So, there was no
effective urban, working-class based, socialist critique of the
prevailing economic and social orthodoxy.

With the dominance of the Catholic ethos in the new state,
you could think that the small Protestant minority might have
raised an intellectual challenge to the one-sided nature of
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Irish society. In effect, the Protestant community was bought
off. Their acquiescence was rewarded by the state recognising
their property and institutional rights. However, their cultur-
al and moral attitudes were not to be incorporated in the new
state. They received, at best, tolerance and a measure of senti-
mental affection.

We might sum up by saying that even the conservatism of
Irish society in the 19208 lacked any great positive passion. No
architectural splendours can be pointed to as expressions of a
confident, assertive self-regard in a society persuaded of its
own newly-independent status. Rather, a petit-bourgeois state
expressing the prudent and inhibiting values of farm and
shop, whilst the opportunities implicit in that independence
so eagerly sought went begging in a fairly general acquies-
cence in comfortably provincial modes of social life and art.

The unbalanced and conservative nature of the new 26-
County state in the South as paralleled by the social struc-
tures which developed in the Six Counties in the North which
remained within the United Kingdom. The major difference,
however, is the fact that the nationalist/Catholic minority,
which was excluded from active participation in the new de-
veloping Northern society, was much larger than the Protes-
tant/unionist minority in the South and this reality sowed the
seeds for the future disintegration that inevitably followed.
For the artists, the new 26-County state was quite hostile in
that it respected only conformity. In fact, modern creative ac-
tivity was seen frequently as a threat. Nineteen-twenty-three
saw the introduction of the Censorship of Films Act and in
1929 the Censorship of Publications Act was passed.

When Fianna Fail entered the Dail, many thought, indeed some
feared, that they would introduce a dash of radicalism to Irish po-
litical and cultural life. This was not to be. The ‘30s, if anything,
deepened the conservatism of Irish life — an attitude of xenopho-
bic suspicion often greeted by manifestation of what appeared to
reflect cosmopolitan standards. Imagine the following —a contem-
porary article about traditional Irish music: “The Irish idiom ex-
presses deep things that have not been expressed by Beethoven,
Bach, Brams, Elgar or Sibelius.” Ireland was seen as a Gaelic rural

arcadia with special values all of its own

@ Images from Balla"1969 exhibition ‘Marches
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In 1943, Eamon de Valera stated:

#That Ireland which we dreamed of would be the one of a
people who valued material wealth only as a basis of right liv-
ing, of a people who were satisfied with frugal comfort and de-
voted their leisure to the things of the spirit, a land whose
countryside would be bright with cosy homesteads, whose
fields and villages would be joyous with the sounds of indus-
try, the romping of sturdy children, homely maidens, whose
firesides would be the forums of the wisdom of serene old
age.”

This at a time of economic depression when Irish people
were leaving the land in droves! Yet the image that was contin-
ually represented both at home and abroad of the Irish was of
a contented rural people, immersed in a folk culture and liv-
ing in a beautiful landscape.

So it is easy to understand how the paintings of Keating
and Henry suited the cultural purposes of the new state, in
spite of whatever intentions the artists themselves might have
had. T remember while on a lecture tour in the United States
of America making an jronic comment at the expense of Sean
Keating’s ‘nationalist’ art and in particular his painting Men of
the West which purports to portray a flying column of the IRA
supposedly in hiding, preparing to ambush the enemy.

1 suggested that their gay livery might create a distinet dis-
advantage in effecting a surprise attack. I remarked that in
fact they are more reminiscent of being west of the Rio
Grande than west of the Shannon.

Luke Gibbons, a lecturer in NIHE, employed this humorous
observation in the introduction to a paper called Synge, Coun-
ty and Western; the Myth of the West in Irish and American
Culture. He wrote that:

91t is easy to see how writers can pass almost imperceptibly
from the old West of America popular imagination to the West
of Ireland created in the image of Irish Cultural Nationalism.
Both concern themselves centrally with the theme of the ‘last
frontier’, the sole remaining enclave of traditional values in a
world corrupted by progress and industrialisation. For this
reason, the country is extolled at the expense of the city and
the past venerated rather than the present. In the old West,

= {here is a general distrust of everything con-
nected with modernisation. In the Irish equiv-
alent, things are no different.”

On the Aran Islands, Synge assumed the
role of a latter-day Canute, attempting to hold
back “the filthy modern tide” (in WB Yeats’
graphic phrase). He expressed his profound
dismay at “the thought that this island will
gradually yield to the ruthlessness of
progress”. “How much of Ireland,” he goes on
to ask, “was formally like this and how much
of Ireland is today Anglicised and civilised
and brutalised?”

This image of a countryside ‘where you
won't see a car all day’ — so dear to the hearts
of Bord Failte — would not be out of place in
the old West immortalised by Hollywood, as is
clear from the incomprehension and indeed
hostility which greeted Sam Peckinpah’s in-
troduction of the car into his westerns. So
from the earliest days of the new 26-County
state, the old divisions of native versus Anglo-
Irish began to be either replaced or comple-
mented by a new divide, the country against
the city.

Martin Malone, lecturer in media studies,
suggests that the county/city divide is not
unique to Ireland and that, for example, in
19th century English literature there is a con-
stant attraction even nostalgia for a pre-in-
dustrial community, rural in character and
traditional in value. Opposition of country



and city was largely seen in biblical terms: the rural serenity
of the Garden of Eden in utter contrast to the dark satanic
mills belching the smoke and sulphur of the cities. Heaven and
Hell.

In Irish culture the construction was the same but the con-
text crucially different. The Garden of Eden construction of
Irish rural life is a central element in the Irish cultural nation-
alism of the late 19th century and early 20th century. For ex-
ample, in Yeat’s romaticism of the Irish peasant, Gaelic folk-
lore and the Anglo-Irish ascendancy, one can detect his utter
disgust for the urban bourgeoisie and working class. For all
their subtle differences, the same anti-urban ‘organicism’ of
Yeats can also be found in Charles Kickham’s Knocknagow,
Somerville and Ross’s An Irish RM, in Lady Gregory’s plays
and right down to de Valera’s concept of “frugal self-sufficien-

»

The cultural ideology of de Valera’s Ireland reflected the
protectjonist rural character of his “frugal self-sufficiency”.
Not only a tariff wall was erected around Ireland to protect
the economy from outside competition, but a cultural wall as
well to protect the people from foreign cultural competition.

For the artist, it was neither popular nor profitable to at-
tempt to break down this wall yet, amazingly, a few engaged in
this courageous task. However, many others followed the ex-
ample of the great artist Joyce into exile.

dJack B Yeats remained in Ireland yet developed a personal
vision that was thoroughly modern in character. His early
work was conventional in technique yet was radical in context
through his interest in the Irish struggle for independence.
However, in the mid-"20s there was a major shift in the devel-
opment of his work. He introduced blazing colour and free
brushwork, an approach influenced by European expression-
ism, especially the work of the Austrian artist Oskar Kokoshe-

ka. It was this later work of JB Yeats that introduced expres-
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sionism into the Irish art vocabulary and influenced pajinters
like Patrick Collins and Nano Reid, who in turn were séminal
to the development of what many consider to be the first gen-
uine Irish school of painting.

This style of painting is characterised by an uneasy restless
fix on the unimportant and a reluctance to disclose anything
about what is painted let alone make a positive statement
about it. Patrick Collins remarked that when, “I see a few bot~
tles on a table I feel that there is more than a few bottles. It is
this something else more that I try to paint”. Sean O Faoldin,
the author, says of Nano Reid that: “She never describes, she
indicates, hints and suggests.”

Even an artist who deals with the figure, like Louis Le
Brocquy, does not attempt to portray the external appearance
but tries instead to get below the surface, He maintained that
when he painted WB Yeats what he wanted to paint was an
“essence of Yeats”. Cyril Barrett, the art critic, wrote that by
the late ‘60s his figures had been reduced to a bare white im-
pasto and were called ‘presences’. Barrett suggests that they
might in fact be called ‘absences’. Brian O’Doherty, the critic,
believes that this evasiveness summarises a whole defensive
mode of existence in Ireland in the ‘40s and ‘50s.

Mike Cato, the Northern Irish critic, observed that the re-
luctance on the part of these Irish artists to assimilate inter-
national influence was due to a basic conservatism which
gives these outside influences a subordinate position. More in-
teresting, to my mind, is the reluctance on the part of these
artists to deal with the reality of life as it was lived in Ireland
at that time. After all, Irish society was going through an awe-
some depression that was both mental and fiscal, and the logi-
cal consequence of this was that between 1951 and 1961 408,766
people despaired of Ireland and left to seek a future else-
where. So, just as the political leaders of the time had no an-

29

m






B In the heart of the
hibernian metropolis

M The
history
lesson




them, so too the artists turned away from reality and indulged
in introspection.

In a piece written about Dublin in Real Ireland, a book of pho-
tographs by Liam Blake, the poet Brendan Kelly had this to say:

“What often strikes me on such days, particularly at
evening, is the quality of the light in the streets. If I were a
painter I would never cease to paint that light as it plays in
the streets, on the houses, on the rivers and the canals, It
seems almost to be a light of revelation and it is truly mesmer-
ic.”

There is another strand of Irish art which stood apart from
the atmospheric mode. It had its beginnings in the Paris of the
‘20s Maine Jellet and Evie Hone learned cubism there from
Andre Lhote and Albert Gleizes, neither painters of the first
rank, though Lhote was by all accounts an excellent teacher.
The cubism practised by these artists in the 20s was a mild-
mannered version of what was a revolutionary new style in
the first decade of the century. Mainie Jellet maintained that
her aim was °to interpret the principals of Irish Celtic Art and
to equate its essential inspiration with that of two-dimension-
al 20th century abstract painting”.

These Irish cubists also adopted religious iconography.
Evie Hone, in particular, succeeded in obtaining patronage
from a most unlikely source considering its opposition, at the
time, to most things modern, namely the Catholic Church.
Mainie Jellet and Evie Hone brought to Dublin a style of
painting that was definitely modernist in outlook and which
had a deliberate sense of ‘Irishness’ imposed on it by either
the employment of Celtic linear decoration or the introduction
of religious subject matter. Nevertheless, in spite of great ef-
forts, and she was one of the few artists who wrote manifestos,
Jellet failed to give Irish art a firm cubist underpinning.

In retrospect, perhaps more important was her involve-
ment in the founding of the Irish Exhibition of Living Art in
1943 which provided an annual forum for the exhibition of
modern works by those artists who were consistently excluded
from the established shows, in particular the Royal Hibernian
Academy, which in Brian O’Doherty’s words, “saw itself as the
curator (indeed embalmer) of the academic tradition”. In the
1940s and 50s, the Living Art provided an opportunity to ex-
hibit for artists like Patrick Collins and Nano Reid, maverick
moderns, who otherwise would have had no public exposure.
Since I have already discussed this poetic genre of painting, I
would like to move on to another development in Irish art
which was also exhibited in the IELA but during the ‘60s and
“10s.

Patrick Scott responded to international ideas with a body
of work incorporating a fine natural sense for material cou-
pled with impeccable taste. Cecil King turned from working in
an atmospheric way to austere but elegant abstractions. How-
ever, it was Michael Farrell’s return from the States in ‘67 that
added a certain, perhaps necessary, toughness to this burgeon-
ing Irish abstract school. His paintings, executed in bright
acrylic paints (the first time that this new medium had been
seen in Ireland and having an American sense of scale — some
paintings were 20 feet across) breached the atmospheric mode
once and for all. Now all the post-war developments in
modernism began to-appear in Ireland and, strange to relate,
since it had never happened before, serious patronage of mod-
ern art modestly commenced. Large abstract works were to be
found adorning the new office blocks and factories of the
emerging successful businesses.

INCE THE “30s, Irish economic poli-
. cy had been based on protectionism,
limiting foreign ownership and at-
tempting to build up the domestic
market. After Eamon de Valera was
replaced by Sein Lemass this policy
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was radically altered. Under the premiership
of Sein Lemass, protectionism was aban-
doned and the country was opened up to for-
eign investment. Slowly, the economy began
to develop and by the mid-’60s there was
buoyant feeling of optimism within the busi-
ness community. I feel that it was no accident
that the new painting and sculpture were
chosen to mark this new-found confidence.
Anne Crookshank wrote, “that the first im-
pace of the Bank of Ireland collection as a

whole was one of vitality”.

There is no doubt that the changes introduced in the 26
Counties under the premiership of Sedn Lemass fundamental-
ly challenged traditional values. Yet, at the same time, other
developments in the North of Ireland were to have equally
profound effects on Irish culture and society.

The demand for civil rights was met by brutal opposition
from the forces of the state and set in train a troubled se-
quence of events that continues to this day. The national ques-
tion was forced onto the agenda once again — yet few artists
responded to the traumatic events that continued to unfold.

However, there were exceptions. In 1968-69, 1 executed a se-
ries of paintings called marchers which drew their inspiration
from the civil rights marches of the time and in 1969-70, 1
painted three large paintings which commented on certain
events in the North of Ireland through quoting classical mas-
terpieces by Delacroix, Goya and David. Michael Farrell paro-
died Boucher’s famous painting Mme O’Murphy to make refer-
ence to the brutal divisions in Ireland. Nevertheless, the
mainstream of contemporary Irish art continued to be a



provincial variant of modernism which continued undisturbed
until economic stagnation set in with the current recession.
Then the undisguised confidence expressed by the bright
clean abstractions of the “70s suddenly seemed strangely out of
lace.

d The lack of direction in social, political and economic mat-
ters became paralleled by a similar chaotic approach to visual
expression.

The recent adoption by the establishment of the new ex-
pressionist painting may seem difficult to comprehend, espe-
cially since in Ireland this method of image-making had con-
sistently been employed by artists who held decidedly
anti-establishment views and whose attitudes were hardened
by political principle, Artists like Michael Kane, James
McKenna and others founded the Independent Artists to op-
pose not only the conservative approach of the RHA but also
what they saw as a new modernist academy, namely the Living
Art. They believed, with some justification, that the forces that
supported the Living Art were just as elitist and conservative
as the people who surrounded the RHA. It remains an open
question whether the radical attitudes of the artists involved
with the ‘Independents’ can survive the embrace of what De-
nis Donoghue called °the cherishing bureaucracy”.

At this stage, I think that it is worthwhile quoting from the
New York artist Martha Rosler, in order to offer some explana-
tion of how official attitudes to such a visual approach could
have changed so radically:

“Since the beginning of the 20th century and the original
appearance of expressionism, it has re-appeared twice, and
seems to represent the failed confidence of managerial and fi-
nancial elites at a moment of historical pessimism about their
own mastery and represents a sense that certainties are re-
treating.”

N DISCUSSING the new expressionists, I
have more or less arrived at the current
state of affairs in the visual arts in Ireland.
Yet having briefly touched on most art
forms or movements that have been seen as
being nominally Irish, I have failed to settle
on anything that can set such art apart as being
uniquely Irish in character and yet I have to ad-
mit that many Irish artists produce work that is
quintessentially different to work produced by

artists from other cultures/societies.

It was in 1975 that the nature of this difference became ap-
parent to me and this revelation occurred quite by accident.
At that time I was commissioned to paint two late pictures for
a bar in Clonmel, County Tipperary, with the provision that
they be of local interest. After long research to find a subject
that would be relevant, I finally settled on the famous 18th
century author Laurence Sterne, who in fact had been born in
Clonmel in 1713, Sterne’s family lived with, or more likely off
their Irish relatives in Carrickfergus, Mullingar and Dublin
and Annamoe until finally Laurence left for schooling in Hali-
fax and then to Cambridge. I read his famous book of Life and
Opinions of Tristram Shandy Gentleman for the first time in
1975 and was immediately struck by what I felt to be a com-
mon sensibility even though we were separated in time by two
centuries. Kieran Hickey, the film director, said with tongue-
in-cheek, that: °If Sterne had not existed it would eventually
have been necessary for Robert Ballagh to invent him.”

I first felt that we simply shared a common artistic purpose
but slowly it occurred to me that the book was steeped in,
what I can only call, an Irish sensibility. The conversational
style of the writing, the sense of irony, humour and the “frisky
digressions” all go to create a book that, however un-Irish it

—
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may appear on the surface and however much Sterne may be
categorised as an English writer, has at its core, uncon-
testably, a real ‘Irishness’. In my opinion, Laurence Sterne
quite naturally absorbed these various qualities during his
formative years in Ireland.

I now sensed that “Irishness’ is not something that can be
superficially imposed on a work of art, for example through
the employment of Celtic ornament, but rather that it is some-
thing that goes much deeper and is in essence difficult to de-
fine. It could be summarised possibly as an attitude to life or,
more accurately, a way of dealing with life, consisting of, per-
haps, a preponderance to irony, satire or metaphor, a sense of
humour, an enjoyment of parody and above all a healthy scep-
ticism, These qualities are not uniquely Irish, but none the
less the Irish do have them in abundance. '

And there are sound historical reasons as to why this should be
the case. The Irish have been a subject people, sometimes willing,
sometimes not, for many centuries. This has meant that, in the
past, whenever subversive ideas were to be communicated, it be-
came necessary to employ some sort of disguise. For example, the
poets frequently used metaphor in order to communicate their
true feelings when a direct statement would undoubtedly have
been considered treasonable. Over the years, this technique of
saying one thing while meaning another has become second na-
ture to the Irish. So, we can perhaps conclude that, because of
their troubled history, the Irish were forced by circumstances to
adopt qualities that have had the effect of enriching the national
character. However, a problem is that, since these attributes are
indeed second nature to us, often we can fail to take full notice of
them. Frequently, it is an outsider who draws our attention to
these Trish’ qualities.

Hanns Theodor Flemming, the German critic, wrote in Die Welt
in 1980: “If we look for specifically Irish components among Irish
artists we find everywhere the echoes of Celtic spiral ornamenta-
tion or of the shapes of early Christian stone crosses in many
transformations but hardly any independent works of confempo-
rary character. One exception is Robert Ballagh, who allows one
to perceive in his paintings, which are stylistically between old
matters and pop art, a specifically Irish irony and a choice of
themes which is full of critically conscious allusions, It is rare to
find an artist today capable of such well-executed self-irony and
cultural criticism.”

Yet, the unwillingness or even refusal of many here in Ireland
to recognise and acknowledge such attitudes as being Irish in
character continue to frustrate me and, in fact, my painting High-
field is a reaction to my inability to be able to draw on certain
themes which many see as being uniquely or essentially Irish. The
painting shows the artist looking out from the studio to the land-
scape yet the interior canvas remains blank. The torn Picasso
poster warns of the danger involved in following international
cultural fashions and the flock of migrating swifts refers to the po-
tion taken by many Irish artists in the past, namely exile.

So, we could say that Highfield is a painting that raises ques-
tions rather than provides any answers. It was another painting,
completed in 1985, that provided me with the opportunity to re-
solve some of these contradictions. The painting is a portrait of Dr
Noel Browne, the socialist and controversial public figure. On one
level, it simply shows him, at 70, in retirement in Connemara,
However, the painting is multi-layered and refers to many differ-
ent and contradictory issues. In fact, it allowed me to connect the
landscape and the Irish language with radical ideas through asso-
ciation with the subject. Noel Browne’s stubborn insistence of see-
ing Ireland as it was, rather than through the customary ‘ah-sure-
it’s-going-to-be-all-right’ blinkers, puts him outside the Pale of the
cosy rituals of party politics or what he calls “the conspiracy of
agreed lies”, This attitude seemed to me to re-inforce my attempts
at subverting accepted images of Ireland,

Confronting life as it is rather than as we'd like it to be is as
much a function of art as of politics.
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SHORT STORY

Standin
at the
corner

I WAS standing still at the
time. So, strictly speaking, it
wasn’t a ‘stop and search’, just
another routine P-check.

"Name."

It wasn’t a question, more a statement
of intent. I suppose, on top of everything
else, aggravation, bullying, and sheer
bloody-mindedness, this is the only way
they know how to talk to us. I gave it
grudgingly but as a matter of course.
There’s no point in refusing.

Every time this happens I can’t help
thinking of that madman Tommy who
told them one day that he couldn’t an-
swer because, he said, he only had the
one name and if he gave it to them then
he wouldn’t have a name for the next lot
that came along. That gag cost him three
teeth.

"Address."

He took that too.

"Date of birth."

"Over 21."

He was from the north of England, a
Geordie probably, from Newcastle or
Gateshead, or more likely from one of
those dying coal and steel towns like Con-
sett or Ashington.

There were half-a-dozen of them, the
usual untidy straggle. These foot-patrols
are always the same, with a point man
out in front, his rifle leading the way, and
the other poor bastard at the end who has
to walk backwards, guarding their rear-
end. The tail-gunners always seem like
some strange new species. They've lost
the art of walking, they scutter and shuf-
fle along like crabs, going in a crazy
zigzag, looking behind but always with
one eye out over their shoulder, then
making that desperate little dash every
50 yards to catch up with the rest.
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His face was blacked, a sloppy boot-
polish imitation of Al Jolson. Don’t ask
me why. It was only four o’clock in the af-
ternoon of a gorgeous summer’s day, one
of those days when the light will surely
last well on into the evening. Up and be-
hind me, the hills shimmered purple and
deep bottle green, sparkling with flashes
of bright yellow gorse, and below, the
whole city spread out in a grand arc cap-
turing the indigo and silver of the lough.

The rest was standard issue, none of
the ski and scuba glamour promises in
the ad campaign in the glossy Sundays.
Khaki pants and combat boots, green

Still not a real question. I said noth-
ing, there was nothing to say. I some-
times wonder, do they not gef awfully
bored going through this same pattern
day after day?

He had that look. They all get it, espe-
cially the ones who are over here on their
third or fourth tour. The look is a strange
and scary thing. It’s never there when
you look right at them, face on. But as
you glance away, which we do all the
time, it's there in the corner of their eye,
on the outer edge of your vision.

The look. There’s fear in it, of course,
and some wild tension, all coiled up, ready
to spring, and just barely under control.
Anger is the only word for it, an anger fa-
thered by fear and borne out of boredom.
They're frustrated too, and that often shows
in the look. Everybody agrees on those
parts, but there’s something else, another
ingredient. It’s like the secret formula for
Coca-Cola, or the alchemist’s recipe for gold,
elusive, a will o’ the wisp that defies defini-
tion. That’s what scares people, I think, the
uncertainty of it.

Some say it's just alienation. They are
strangers right enough, so that makes
sense. But they can’t be all that strange.
Their streets in Newcastle look just like
ours. My uncle lives there. I've seen them
myself.

Others put it down to the old imperial
curse. The white man’s burden has finally

sweater with shoulder T ————

patches, flak jacket.
Around his waist, a gi-
ant’s charm bracelet of
canteen, spare ammo, °
riot-helmet, yard-long ba-
ton, plastic bullet gun.
And his rifle, casually
pointed in my face. All
paraphernalia for keep-
ing the peace. :
"Where are you going." '
That was a good one.
Where would I be going on .
an empty Thursday after- .
noon? Anyway, I wasn't go-
ing anywhere. I was stand-
ing at the corner of my own
street, just standing. It was
really, all things consid-
ered, a very stupid ques-
tion. But you have to re- *
member they only have a *
limited repertoire. They :
have to ask this one before
they can get to the next
question in the manual.
"“Where have you
been."
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come to rest, humped around our streets
on the shoulders of the jackass at the bot-
tom of their pile. Maybe they're just tired
of carrying all that responsibility.

For what it’s worth, my own theory is
they've got those old existentialist blues.
Call it what you like — angst or agenbite
of inwit — older, more Catholic times had
a simpler word. Guilt.

He called me through, murmuring into
the mike plugged into his flak jacket. The
computer burped, confused on a synaptic
short-circuit.

"Lieutenant!”

Over he comes, and butter wouldn't
melt in his mouth, butter wouldn’t get in
past the silver spoon. His khaki was just
a veneer, lightly lacquered over a more
ancient uniform of convention and breed-
ing, the steel vizor of gentility, the stran-
gled accents of stiff upper lipdom. We've
had lots of practice for the ears now, lis-
tening to the generals and junior ministe-
rial gentry sent over to bring us to hell
with the last of their civilisation. We're
quite the connoisseurs of the linguistic
quirks of their strange caste customs.
This one was a perfect specimen.

"Have you any brothers?"

Well, well, a real question at last. Not
that it was much of a surprise. They al-
ways ask me this. Still, it made a change
from the ordinary name-address-birth-
date aggrawation which passes for conver-
sation between them and us.

"Five."

A beat. Am I going to volunteer any
more? No.

"Is one of them named Seamus?"

They’ve been here that long now,
they're beginning to get the hang of the
pronunciation, unless they’re being delib-
erately ignorant, to annoy or to provoke,
which they sometimes do just for bad-
ness. He was quite good.

"No."

This is going nowhere. Another flash
of the look. Off comes the well-worn,
worn-out velvet glove,

“If you don’t co-operate, you know we
can keep you here all day. Or would you
rather go down to the barracks? It’s all
the same to us, we're out here anyway.”

Oh yes, they can be bastards alright.

But now there’s an audience. The pa-
trol seems to have forgotten their basic
training. They're all standing around in a
loose circle, watching the lieutenant and
their Geordie pal, eyeing me like a side of
beef. They haven't got enough eyes to
look everywhere, so they start into their
St Vitus’ dance, dodging and shifting,

checking both ends of the street, scanning
the rooftops, and trying to watch and con-
trol the gaggle of bystanders, potential
witnesses all.

There’s never been a P-check in all
these years, no matter how routine, but a
dog appears to yammer at the soldiers
and snap at their ankles. Sean Mac and
Peter are across the street, watching,
grinning. Three fellows on their way to
the bookie’s shop, briefly, to look. The
next race is too close, but they’ll be back
when the bet’s down. Mrs Bradley comes
out of her house to see what’s going on, in
her apron and that old cardigan she
hasn’t had off in ten years. She wastes no
time creating her own commotion, tug-
ging at the lieutenant’s elbow to complain
about the broken fanlight in her hall
door.

All this for my name, which I share
with plenty of others, including one of the
lads they're looking for, and have been
these past six years.

The look is there with a vengeance
now and they've all got it. This is hostile
territory so they tell us, the jungle of
some far-flung imperial outpost, only an
hour’s flight from London, but still, it'’s a
foreign land where the natives won’t read
the Queen’s Writ. They're getting twitchy.
You can see it in the fingers drumming on
rifle-stocks and you can see it in their
eyes, of course. One of them reaches for

his plastic bullet gun. *

Twenty feet away, oblivious all this
time, is a perfect little family of kids.
Nothing’s going to interfere with the im-
mutable instinct to play house. The
biggest girl calls daddy in for his tea. The
rest are already in place, sitting in a fairy
ring on the pavement, gathered solemnly
for the ritual of the empty cornflakes box,
the chipped teapot and cracked cups, the
pair of empty milk bottles.

The youngest boy, he can’t be more
than three, soon gets bored and wanders
off. It rained this morning and there’s a
puddle, rainbow-streaked with petrol, at
his feet. He goes back and takes one of
the milk bottles. Calmly, with all the con-
centrated deliberation only a child can
muster, and must summon for this dex-
terous task, he sits on the kerbstone and
pushes water into the bottle till it's half-
full. He reaches down again, picks up a
scrap of paper, the discarded wrapper of a
chocolate bar, carefully twists it until he
can push it into the neck of the bottle. He
stands up, examining his handiwork.

The child approaches.

"I'm going to bomb the Brits."

The bottle transected the little crowd
of soldiers, suspect and spectators, glass,
water and petrol all catching and refract-
ing the sunlight. It landed with a dull
crash, unbroken, closer to my feet than
the lieutenant’s.

"At the same instant the radio pack
blurts out the computer’s verdict, con- -
firming my identity, my relative inno-
cence.

The soldiers all jumped. Then, looking
sheepish and angry, they shuffled their
feet, all shouting at once, ordering the
crowd to stand back, move along, get
away,

Mrs Bradley and her neighbour, who'd
come out to pretend to control her dog,
one of the best yappers on our street,
laughed and cheered, and scolded the
child for his boldness.

The girl called the wee boy to come
away out of that and sit back down to his
tea.

Sean Mac and Peter went on grinning.

The betting men smiled and turned
away to catch the results of the 4.30 at
Newmarket.

The soldiers looked me up and down
again, registering me on some internal
video. Then they went on their way, on up
our street towards the top of the estate.

Mrs Bradley went back in under her
broken fanlight.

I stood where I was.
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Revisionism [
in Irish
historical
writing

Nationalist School of Historians

The new Anti-

AM PARTICULARLY honoured to be asked
to give this Desmond Greaves Memorial Lec-
ture.* In my opinion, it is very appropriate
, that this talk should be about the rise of what is
popularly called "revisionism" in Irish histori-
cal writing. It was a subject which concerned
Desmond Greaves very much during the months
before his death. When I last saw Desmond, only
a month or so before that tragic event, he was
discussing the idea of a conference to draw at-
tention to the changing attitudes in Irish histor-
ical writing... those attitudes have already been
described by Desmond Fennell as "the histori-
ography of the Irish counter-revolution".

Let me start by saying that I do not like the term "revision-
ism" as applied to historians. Revisionism means the act of re-
vising, correcting, improving or reinterpreting from new mate-
rials. Thus all historians worth their salt are "revisionists”.
The label is meaningless. My own view is that the school we
are dealing with is a neo-colonial one, an anti-nationalist
school which in its mildest form apologises for English imperi-
alism in Ireland, or, in its strongest form, supports that impe-
rialism. We could term those historians from the 26-County

state, who are engaged in such writing, as ‘unionist fellow-
traveller¥’.

'

* The following text was given as the 1989 C. Desmond Greaves Memo-
rial Lecture, under the auspices of the Connolly Association, at the Conway
Hall, Red Lion Square, London, on Tuesday, October 31st, 1989.
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We are not dealing with a new phenomenon. Until 1921,
Irish history (we are confining ourselves to the 26 Counties)
was in the hands of the unionist school, just as in the Six
Counties Irish history has remained in those hands. Only after
the emergence of the 26-County state did the nationalist inter-
pretation become the generally accepted view of Irish history
— which was based on the premise that the Irish people had a
moral right to fight for their political, economic, social and cul-
tural independence against the imperial ethics of their big
neighbour — was the accepted view of history. Perhaps we can
now call it the traditional view of Irish history.

The rise of the anti-nationalist school, the apologists for
imperialism, into a pre-eminent role during this particular pe-
riod is no accident. Anti-nationalist views of Irish history have
surfaced during a time when the unfinished business of Ire-
land’s struggle for political, economic, social and cultural inde-
pendence has once more come to dominate the life of these is-
lands. The rise of this school, with the obvious blessing of the
26-County government and political establishment, is symp-
tomatic of the concerns felt by that establishment with regard
to the problem of North-East Ulster.

We are witnessing one of those extraordinary contradic-
tions which sometimes, and more frequently than is supposed,
appear in history. Successive 26-County governments, from
1921 to date, have claimed an inheritance from the national
struggle for independence, and appeals have been made to the
spirit of every uprising from 1798 to 1916. Irish governments
have claimed to be the true inheritors of the Irish struggle.

But the continuing struggle in the North of Ireland has
placed the 26-County establishment in an invidious situation.



® Garret FitzGerald and John ume' FitzGerald's Towards a
New Ireland paved the way in 1972

To claim the historical validity of the cause of Irish national-
ism, that is the independence struggle, is also to accept its va-
lidity in that part of Ireland which has been forcibly severed
from the rest of the country. Time was when Irish govern-
ments refused to admit the morality and, therefore, legality of
partition; when they claimed jurisdiction over the entire island
of Ireland (at least in the Constitution) and refused to accept
the authority of Westminster enforcing partition against the
democratic will of the vast majority of Irish people. Time was,
indeed, when they could claim that their goal was the reunifi-
cation of Ireland. Well, that was before the shooting war broke
out and Westminster started to apply pressure on Dublin.

The 26-County political establishment grew concerned;
they feared for their own power-base, being rocked from the
North, and so they felt that they had to reject the very tradi-
tions out of which the 26-County state was born. They are con-
servatives who wish to preserve the de facto status quo be-
tween the 26-County state and Westminster. Notice I say de
facto, what is in actual fact; for the 26-County state has never
been governed according to its Constitution as a truly
sovereign republic. Until Ireland went into Europe you would
have been hard pressed to find Europeans who realised that
Ireland, in some part least, was theoretically independent of
Britain. If a minister in Westminster sneezed, a minister in
the Ddil would obligingly blow their nose. At no time prior to
1969 did any Dublin government protest before international
bodies at the lack of civil rights and the abuses of a corrupt
system in the North. They were happy in their cosy home-rule
statelet. Happy until 1969... the start of the current phase of
the struggle in the North. Then they began to worry and to
consider ways as to how the reality of the relationship between
Dublin and Westminster could be protected.

Their self-professed tradition, the claim to be the inheritors
of the independence struggle in Ireland, placed them in an
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awkward position. The sham was clearly revealed. They there-
fore had to make some changes... and rather than change their
position they simply went about changing their inheritance.

Looking at some of the work being done today, I am remind-
ed of George Orwell’s 1984. You will recall Orwell’s protago-
nist, Winston Graham, works in the record department of the
Ministry of Truth. His job is to correct the newspapers and
books and bring the accounts in line with the new political
thinking and values. A hero or heroine of yesterday can be-
come the villain of today. So the 26-County political establish-
ment set up their own Ministry of Truth.

In 1972 two books paved the way for the new "revisionism".
One was Garret FitzGerald’s Towards a New Ireland and the
other was Conor Cruise O’Brien’s States of Ireland. Both books
sought to negate the nationalist tradition in Irish history, to
attempt a sort of peace with English imperialism by maintain-
ing that the real Irish independence tradition was the O’Con-
nellite ‘home-rule’ philosophies. The lesson they attempted to
hammer home was that separation from England was never a
popular concept in Irish historical development, that the re-
publican tradition was a minority view which made no signifi-
cant impact on Irish political philosophy. The theme developed
in both books was that all the Irish people ever wanted was a
greater say in their domestic affairs within English colonial
structures. Above all, these books developed the unionist con-
cept of ‘two nations’ existing in Ireland — a Catholic nation,
which was Gaelic and nationalist, and a Protestant nation,
which was English-speaking and unionist. Both nations were
recognised as having a valid claim to the label ‘Irish’.

For Garret FitzGerald this reasoning must have taken a
considerable amount of what Orwell would have called ‘dou-
ble-think’ as his father had fought in the 1916 Rising and be-
came a Sinn Féin MP in the 1918 general election, while his
mother was Mabel McConville, an Ulster Protestant who was
both a republican and an Irish language enthusiast. In endors-
ing the unionist theory that Protestants in the North consti-
tuted a separate ‘Ulster nation’, FitzGerald and O’Brien be-
come partially responsible for paving the way for the ‘Cruthin
theory’. In 1974 Dr Ian Adamson, from Queen's University,
Belfast, published a book entitled The Cruthin in which Ulster
Protestants were given a new nationality.

E HAVE SEEN THAT Ulster Protes-
tant unionists (to give them a full
and clear definition) did not accept
themselves as being Irish; they were also un-
comfortable with the label ‘British’ since the
term was synonymous with English; nor
could they really justify the term ‘Ulster’ as
three Ulster counties were outside the juris-
diction of the Six Counties regime. Dr Adam-
son came up with a new concept for them, a
new nationality — the Cruthin or, as they are
more popularly known, the Picts.
According to Dr Adamsen, the Cruthin were the original in-
habitants of Ireland, arriving long before the Gaels. Then the

Gaels came and drove the Cruthin to Scotland but, during the
17th century plantations of Ulster, the Cruthin returned to
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take their rightful place in the Irish scheme of things. This, at
one stroke, gave the unionists a new justification for being in
Ireland. They were the original inhabitants and not merely
the descendants of the colonial settlements. It is rather like
the philosophy of Zionism. They were no longer newcomers
settling on the lands of the dispossessed natives but a ‘chosen
people’ who had returned to the ‘Promised Land’. Dr Adamson
even tries to shore up his theory by examples of blood group-
ings to show that the Irish are composed of two nations — the
nationalist Catholics (the Gaels) and the Ulster Protestants
(the Cruthin).

Of course, Dr Adamson had done a tremendous amount of
"revisionism” with what is known about the Picts, even to the
point of simply ignoring it. The Cruthin is the Goidelic Gaelic
form of Preteni, which is a Brythonic Celtic name. The Pre-
teni, known to the Romans as Picti, or ‘the painted people’,
were an offshot of the Continental Celts who arrived in north-
ern Scotland some centuries BC, according to Professor Ken-
neth Jackson, one of the leading Celtic scholars of this century.
There are no texts in the ‘Pictish language’ but some scanty
recordings of personal names and place-names show them to
be (according to Professor Jackson) "unquestionably Celtic,
and moreover what is called P-Celtic, that is, sprung from the
Continental Celtic milieu from which the Britons also came
and not from the Q-Celtic, which was the source of Irish and
Scottish Gaelic”. Now this immediately sends Dr Adamson’s
theory slightly awry because, according to accepted Celtic
scholarship, Q-Celtic (Goidelic) is the more archaic form of
Celtic and speakers of this form were the first to reach these
islands many centuries before the speakers of the P-Celtic
(Brythonic) form. Moreover, in contradiction to Adamson’s
‘race theory’, both his Cruthin and the Gaels shared a common
Celtic inheritance.

* We might find such arguments very amusing, and very
nonsensical, but Adamson’s
book has had an effect on some
‘prominent sections of unionist
thought. More insidiously, Dr
Roy Foster, the doyen of the
anti-nationalist historians, in a
recent lecture in Coleraine, sin-
gled out Adamson’s work as be-
ing worthy of serious historical
evaluation. In my opinion, not
since Houston Stewart Cham-
berlain wrote his notorious Die
Grundlagen des Neunzehnten
Jahrhunderts (Foundations of
the 19th Century), 1899, which
was a view of European history
and race ideology which became
the basis of Nazi political phi-
losophy in the Third Reich, has
there been such a distorted
racist mish-mash.

The philosophies of FitzGer-
ald and O’Brien were joyously
taken up by certain ‘academics’.
One infltiential work was Le-
land Lyons’ Culture and Anar-
chy in Ireland 1890-1939 which
started life as a series of lec-

38

® The daddy of them all - Cruise O'Brien

tures delivered at Oxford in 1978. Lyons depicted the current
struggle, and I quote, as ‘the battle of two civilisation#’. One he
depicted as being ‘Anglo-Irish, pluralist, essentially non-sec-
tarian, which is progressive and liberal’ and the other was de-
scribed as ‘the heady resurgence of Gaelic separatist values’.
There now came a veritable dawn-chorus of historians such as
Professor Henry Patterson, Ronan Fanning, Roy Foster and
others, emerging mainly from University College, Dublin, and
all, lemming-like, rushing to stake their claims as leaders of
the new school of historians.

In their hands, Irish history is now being brought into a
compatibility with historical perceptions long preached by
unionist historians. Benjamin Franklin was right when he ob-
served that historians relate not so much what is done as what
they would have believed.

HE CURRENT cause for concern is not

that this anti-nationalist school of histo-

rians exists but the attempt to fool the
public that they have been given a divine gift
of historical interpretation, that they are pro-
ducing neutral and unbiased histories, that
they are somehow rising to the moral ‘high-
ground’ above factions, above nationalists
and unionists. They use ‘academic objectivi-
ty’ as a watchword, a totem to disguise their
partisanship.

And even more worrying is the role of the 26-County gov-
ernment in doing all in its power to promote the works of this
school. Recently we have seen Roy Foster having his book
Modern Ireland 1600-1972 short-listed for the Irish Literary
Award by the Irish Times, the first time a work of history has

| ever been short-listed. And we
have also seen the Taoiseach,
Charles Haughey, taking the
§ very unusual step of personally
| launching another such book
and using the offices of the De-
I partment of Foreign Affairs in
- Dublin. This was Dr Marianne
Elliott’s Wolfe Tone, Prophet of
Irish Independence, in which
Tone and the United Irishmen,
- founders of the Irish republican
tradition, are dismissed as
nothing more than dilettantes
and poseurs.

In a brilliant review of this
book, Dr Anthony Coughlan, of
Trinity College, Dublin, com-
ments: "Sadly this book, de-
spite its impressive academic
& scholarship and the interesting
"' new material it contains, is a
fundamentally hostile interpre-
tation of Tone. This stems from
the fact that the author evi-
| dently has little sympathy with
il the ideal of an All Ireland Re-

public which Tone and his fel-
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low Protestants came to adopt in the 1790s, and which of
course remains unattained. It is perhaps hard to write a sym-
pathetic biography of a political figure if one does not to some
extent share his views." (Irish Democrat, December, 1989).

Dr Coughlan sums up Dr Elliott’s method when he writes:

"She reveals her own political attitude when she writes of
"Tone’s tendency to raise Irish independence from a domestic
squabble to a key role in a new international order’ (p. 347). A
‘domestic squabble’ implied that the matter has little to do
with English government policy. The cumulative effect of her
pejorative and patronising characterisations of her subject
shows how out of sympathy she is with his political purposes.
The denigratory adjective tends to be chosen when the kinder
one might just as validly for the circumstances. Thus Tone was
"a negligent husband and father”, his republicanism was "an
accident of nature", he was "converted by his own arguments”,
he was "a young Whig careerist”, "no great initiator of ideas",
"prickly self-righteous”, "no democrat", "temporarily unhinged
in his mind”, with "an inflated sense of honour", "not an origi-
nal thinker". She speaks of "the characterist Tone device of
telling an audience what it wanted to hear". "Tone’s thought
processes were simplistic." The oddness of her view of subse-
quent republicanism is conveyed in a comment she makes
about Tone in France. "This father of Irish republicanism
could still long for a time when he might see Sheridan’s
School for Scandal on an English stage.”

EFORE I deal with some detail of the
differences between the nationalist, or
traditional school of Irish history, and
the new revisionism, I think I should make
some general remarks about attitudes to his-
tory. I implied at the beginning of my talk
that “all historical writing was biased. You
may have heard statements to the contrary,
especially from the works now emanating

® KARL MARX

from the anti-nationalist historian. Bias is
only something in the history books with
which they are disagreeing... not something
in their own works. Well, such statements are
nonsensical. Bias is inevitable, An honest his-
torian would begin by stating their philo-
sophical attitudes or making those attitudes
known.

History is not simply about the enumeration of facts. It is
about the moral interpretation of those facts. Indeed, the very
form in which the historian relates the facts conveys judge-
ment and prejudice.

For example, let me take what, on the surface, is a simply
statement of fact.

The bottle is half-empty.

It is a quantifiable fact which surely cannot be argued. Yet
if the same fact is put-another way — the bottle is half-full —
it provides us with an entirely different concept of interpreta-
tion of that very same fact from an entirely different angle.

History, more than most disciplines, is one in which the his-
torian is thought to sit in splendid isolation as a judge,
viewing the events which are paraded before them. The histo-
rian, so it is expected, will view the events objectively and dis-
passionately. But the historian is just as caught up, invelved
and biased, as any of the historical actors who parade before
them. Consciously or sub-consciously, they will contribute to
those historical characters something of themselves, giving
their own values, judgements and reactions. Very few histori-
ans can empathise totally and fully understand what moti-
vates the historical characters.

Often a history book will tell you more about the historian
than it does about the historical facts. Historical narratives
are full of the personal judgements of the historian.

As those here tonight would obviously adhere to the histori-
cal philosophies of James Connolly, who was one of the most
brilliant interpreters of ‘historical materialism’, I will use this
viewpoint as a means of explaining differences in historical ap-
proach. Connolly said that the use of Karl Marx’s theory of his-
torical materialism provided "the most reasonable explanation
of history".

This theory teaches that the ideas of human beings are de-
rived from their material surroundings, and that the forces
which make for historical changes and human progress have
their roots in the development of the tools men and women use
in their struggle for existence. We are using the word ‘tools’ in
its broadest sense to include all the social forces of wealth-pro-
duction. It teaches that since the break-up of common owner-
ship and the tribal community, all human history has turned
around the struggle of contending classes in society — one
class striving to retain possession, first of the persons of the
other class to hold them as chattel-slaves; and then to retain
the possession of the tools of the other class, to hold them as
wage-slaves. It teaches that all the politics of the world resolve
themselves in the last analysis into a struggle for the posses-
sion of that portion of the fruits of labour which labour creates
but does not enjoy... rent, interest and profit.

Therefore, Marx’s theory gives an order and logic to histori-
cal interpretation. To sum up: the key to this is that in every
historical epoch the prevailing method of economic production
and exchange, and the social organisation necessarily follow-
ing from it, forms the basis upon which alone can be explained
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the political and intellectual history of the epoch. Now Marx’s
theory was simply a tool of interpretation, and that tool was
1o better nor worse than the individual who used it.

O ILLUSTRATE just how Marxist histo-

ry would differ from others, let me give

you an example in the interpretation of
the abolition of slavery.

The popular, non-Marxist view is that slavery was abol-
ished because western society progressed to more humane at-
titudes and ideals. As we know, it was not until 1791 that
Britain abolished her slave trade; not until 1807 that British
ships were forbidden to transport slaves to other countries
and, finally, not until 1833 that slavery was abolished in
Britain as a legal institution. Nor did the establishment in
this country suddenly become more humane and liberal in
their outlook during the period 1791-1833. We know it was a
period of tremendous reaction, of the suspension of Habeas
Corpus, of press censorship and lack of civil liberties. And one
of the oft propounded ideas is that Christian ethics changed
the moral climate... well, that is demonstrably false. The
Christian Church, in all its sects, lived quite comfortably with
slavery for eighteen hundred years and often defended it as a
Christian institution.

The Marxist historian would argue that slavery was, in
fact, abolished because it was realised that it was cheaper for
the owners to hire men and women, discharging them when
the job was done, than it was to buy men and women and be
compelled to feed them all the time, working or idle, sick or
well. During the 17th century many slave owners came to that
realisation. That was why Irish indentured servants, forcibly
transported from Ireland to the colonies and provided free by
thé English government to plantation owners, were ill-used,
starved and worked to death. The owners had no financial re-
sponsibility for them. They could be replaced without charge.
But slaves — well, slaves had to be bought and, as a financial
investment, had to be treated in far better conditions than the
indentured servants. To sum it up, slavery became immoral
and was banned because slaves were costlier than wage-
labour.

Now it is not my intention to discuss various philosophical
views through which one may approach the understanding of
history — simply to state that they exist. From the outset one
should understand what motivates the individual historian
rather than be misled by the nonsensical claims of ‘academic
objectivity’. Let’s be entirely cynical about the subject and echo
Paul Valery in De Uhistoire: "History justifies whatever we
want it to."

So, ignoring all the pseudo-academic justifications and cant
with which our so-called ‘revisionist’ friends have bombarded
us with in recent years, let us look .at the viewpoints of the ‘na-
tionalist’ and ‘anti-nationalist’ schools of history. I have al-
ready said that history was not simply about the enumeration
of facts — it is about the moral interpretation of those facts.

Let us, therefore, deal with the ‘nationalist’ historian. And
perhaps in view of many people’s problem with understanding
the word ‘nationalist’ I should begin with an interpretation of
that word>To English ears, and perhaps because of their impe-
rialist traditions, nationalism conjures up ideas of chauvinism
and jingoism. But, in the context used in Treland, it simply
means a policy of securing national rights, the claim of Ireland
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to be an independent nation. It is the advocacy of the freedom
of national communities from the political, economig, social
and cultural exploitation of other nations. It is a moral stance
and one, in my opinion, which goes hand in hand with a social-
ist view of history — for national and social freedoms are not
two separate and unrelated issues. They are two sides of one
great democratic principle, each being incomplete without the
other. How can one have ‘social freedom’ in a state wherein a
majority nation keeps a minority nation from exercising its
right to decide its own affairs? Such a situation is neither
democracy nor socialism.

The ‘nationalist’ historian, therefore, starts from a basic
moral premise — the premise that no nation has any defensi-
ble right to invade, conquer and seek to destroy the political,
economic, social or cultural fabric or another country. Having
assumed this view, that imperialism is wrong in all its forms,
the historian can commence to interpret Irish history. That
history then ceases to be a welter of unrelated facts, a hopeless
chaos of sporadic outbreaks of violence, intrigues, massacres,
treacheries, murders and purposeless warfare. With this
moral historical key, all things become understandable and
traceable to their primary origin — the attempt by an alien
nation to conquer and dominate Ireland.

Then what of the anti-nationalist, our so-called ‘revisionist’
historian? Their standpoint is not so simple, for they have to
perform several gymnastics to support what is, in my opinion
at least, a morally indefensible position. Let me give you a few
examples.

The most flagrant position is the acceptance, overt or im-
plied, that England’s invasion and conquest of Ireland is not a
matter of moral judgement. The argument being that force
majeure was merely the politics of the Middle Ages and every-
one was indulging in it. The argument goes further; it is
claimed that an Irish national consciousness did not exist, that
Ireland was simply a land of divided warring factions and the
arrival of one more such faction is not a matter of importance
nor of moral speculation.

Without wasting much time in rebutting such an argument
in detail, we can perhaps point to Donal O'Neill’s famous re-
monstrance to Pope John XXII in 1317 AD which makes it
quite clear that the Irish had a concept of a united nation
fighting for the restoration of national rights, political, social,
cultural and econcmic, from the interference of an imperial
power. The text of the Remonstrance ig found in Fordun’s
Scotichronicon (ed. Hearne) III, p. 908-26. It is excellently
summed up by Edmund Curtis in A History of Medieval Ire-
land, Methuen, London, 1923, p. 191-194.

The fallacious theory that an Irish national consciousness
only evolved at a very late stage in Irish historical develop-
ment (usually asserted as the late 18th century, presumably to
account for the 1798 uprising), is one of the most popular ar-
guments of the ‘anti-nationalist’ school.

E HAVE ANOTHER STANDPOINT:
the view that English colonial rule in
Ireland was beneficial to the Irish
people and this is usually argued as a corol-
lary to the historian pretending to take a
moral ‘high-ground’, denouncing all factions
as backward and war-mongering before com-
ing to the ‘conclusion’ that, on the whole Eng-
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land had a lot to offer Ireland and that it was
simply a matter of regret that she was just a
wee bit too brutal, at times, in imparting her
civilising effects on the Irish. )

Perhaps the favourite stance taken by the ‘anti-national-
ists’ is the plea to accept the current status quo as some sort of
fait accompli. It is very much like the current English govern-
ment and, indeed, the official view of the opposition, talking
about the will of the majority in Northern Ireland as some
form of democratic totem. By so doing they totally ignore the
undemocratic and bloody history of the birth of the Six Coun-
ties, how they were forcibly partitioned in 1921 against the
democratic will of the Irish people and were set up as an arbi-
trary and artificial unit. Democracy has no currency in the Six
Counties. The same historians will also argue that the union-
ists will never accept a reunited nation so it is better to give in
to their minority position while ignoring the fact that the peo-
ple who comprise the bulk of unionists, the Ulster Presbyteri-
ans, were the inspiration and mainspring of Irish republican-
ism during the 1798 uprising and many continued to play not
insignificant roles in subsequent struggles for independence.
Ulster Presbyterians were subsequently subverted by English
propaganda in one of the most successful divide and rule cam-
paigns ever devised. One of the great lessons of history in this
respect is how easy it is to change people’s political attitudes.
So what was changed once may well be changed again.

These, then, are just some of the viewpoints used by the
‘anti-nationalist’ historians.

I'll sum up the two main tenets of their approach.

Firstly: that the history must prepare the way for an accep-
tance of a justification for the status quo in Ireland today, par-
ticularly in regard to the Six Counties. The Six Counties in
North-East, Ulster are depicted as a democratically formed
unit in which the political majority is represented by the
unionists. Partition, imposed by bloodshed and violence, and
threats of bloodshed and violence by Britain against the demo-
cratic wish of the Irish nation, is not considered in such histo-
ries. Partition is merely accepted and made morally binding on
the people.

ECONDLY: to justify partition, a two-na-
tion theory is proposed in that it is ar-
gued there exists a Catholic-Gaelic na-
tion, nationalist in politics, and a Protestant
English-speaking nation, unionist in politics.
The cultural separation of the two main reli-
gious communities in Ireland is a key part of
the ‘anti-nationalist’ approach. Not for them
Wolfe Tone’s laudable ambition to unite
Catholic, Protestant and Dissenter under the
common name of Irishmen and Irishwomen.
Dr Roy Foster, at his recent lecture in Coleraine, tried (and
Il grant with some eloquence) to justify the ‘anti-nationalist’
§chool with the claim that it was simply presenting a new ‘ob-
Jective’ way of considering Irish history. He dismissed what he
called ‘the over-used.concept of historiographical revisionism’
and he went on to tell his audience: "In the last generation,
path-breaking work has delineated a political map far less
neatly demarcated than the land-lord versus the tenant, the

orange versus the green, patterns of the old textbooks (now ad-
hered to only by wishful-thinking English and American o
servers)."”

I presume that this puts me in my proper academic place!

Foster claims that historians of his ilk want to indulge in
“the study of mentalities — not only those of the separatist na-
tionalists... but the mind of the Castle Catholic also, and a for-
tiori, that of Protestant... The way people saw themselves as
Irish deserves attention, rather than awarding or denying
Irishness like a mark of good conduct.”

Well, one cannot disagree that it is as valid, and as essen-
tial, to deal with the mind of the Castle Catholic as with any
other section of the Irish community... but what is being ar-
gued here is whether the Castle Catholic, supporting and act-
ing as the middleman for English colonial rule, represented
the spirit of the Irish nation and were a group to be approved
of rather than to be shown as a group who betrayed their com-
patriots to the exploitation of a foreign colonial power.

A fascinating feature of Dr Elliot’s biography of Wolfe Tone
is her apologia for Dublin Castle. She is reluctant to criticise
the actions of Dublin Castle and its London masters and takes
refuge in sociological abstractions.

In another context, one can certainly understand a French
historian wanting to examine the mind of Marshal Petain, or
consider the Vichy regime of 1940-'44. But it would be a mat-
ter of some astonishment if the historian depicted Vichy as a
regime to be approved of and being representative of the true
French democratic tradition and — even further — to see the
current French government applauding such work and claim-
ing their political antecedents from the Vichy regime. To take
an even more extreme view... what would be our reaction if a
Jewish Dr Foster emerged and, in the name of ‘academic objec-
tivity’, began to argue the Nazi side of the Holocaust?

Let us clear up this business of ‘academic objectivity’ which,
as I have said, is waved as the totem of the ‘anti-nationalist’
school and which Foster claims he uses. His texts are full of
emotive juxtapositions that hardly support ‘objectivity in any
form. A favourite phrase he uses is ‘kneejerk Fenianism’ —
meaning republicans had, and have, no political philosophy
but reaction; then we have ‘pious nationalism’, ‘exclusive na-
tionalism’ and ‘Gaelic Catholic nationalism’. And take this lit-
tle sentence from Foster: "Fenianism and Anglophobia have
given way to more mature politics.” The implications of these
sort of phrases are obvious.

Dr Elliott’s language is equally emotive and her biography
is hardly a testimony to any form of balance — academic or
otherwise.

WOULD LIKE to end by giving a direct

example of what ‘anti-nationalist’ history
_M is really about. Seventy years ago, D4il
Eireann was established in Dublin. How do
the ‘anti-nationalists’ view such an event? I'll
quote one view: "Throughout 1919 it [the Dail
that is] did its best to cripple the legitimate
government of Ireland, which was direct rule
from Westminster through Dublin Castle. Ri-
val courts and local government bodies were
set up and the ordinary machinery [of gov-
ernment] boycotted." Think about what one

411




-

FEATURE

is being asked to believe in these
sentences. The Dail miraculously
appeared from nowhere and did its
best to cripple the legitimate
government of Ireland.

The fact that Sinn Féin had just won, in
overwhelming terms, the 1918 general election
in Ireland, and on a clear mandate for its MPs
to withdraw, if they held the majority of seats,
and establish a separate parliament — the Déil
— in Dublin, is not even considered. The Diil
had been set up by the democratically expressed
will of the Irish people and therefore was it not
the legitimate government of Ireland? What
makes a government legitimate if not by demo- .-
cratic will? Yet the ‘anti-nationalist’ would ap-

pear to have us believe that legitimacy can only @ The ‘Great Hunger of 1845-

be conferred by a foreign occupying power who “49 — revisionists would have
us believe it was ‘unlucky’

held control only by force of arms.

Let us éxamine this 1918 general election. At the dissolu-
tion of parliament in 1918, the Irish Party held 68 seats; there
were ten Independent Nationalists and seven seats were held
by Sinn Féin. Unionists held 18 seats.

In the general election Sinn Féin won 73 seats out of the
105 total. The Irish Party were reduced to six seats while the
Unionists managed an increase to 26 seats. This increase was
explained by the fact that several unionists were able to claim
seats on a split vote between Sinn Féin and the Irish Party.

The 1918 election result was a landslide for Sinn Féin in
anyone’s voeabulary... anyone, that is, except the ‘anti-nation-
alist’ historians. These historians are now denigrating the sig-
nificance of that election result. Their arguments are fascinat-
ing. Let me quote:

"Sinn Féin was not at all particular in its methods. Intimi-
dation of rival candidates and voters was rife.” And again: "Al-
though it had much genuine support, Sinn Féin depended a
great deal upon intimidation for its success."

If, as the ‘anti-nationalists’ claim, Sinn Féin obtained such
a result by intimidating the Irish electorate, then the party’s
power and organisation would have been unparalleled in his-
tory... it would make the Nazi Party and their electoral gains
in 1930 and 1932 look like the work of a pack of bungling ama-
teurs.

But adopting this view, the ‘anti-nationalist’
can even absolve the British government from
any moral dilemma when it ignored the demo-
cratic will of the Irish nation, attempted to ar-
rest all Sinn Féin elected representatives and
poured troops into the country in an attempt to
coerce the Irish people into withdrawing the
moral authority which they have given to the
Déil.

N ONE recent work I find an-
other astonishing view of the
1918 general election: "It was
not clear what the Irish had voted
for in this election. In contested
constituencies in Ireland only 69
per cent of the electors had voted;
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and of these only 47 per cent had
voted Sinn Féin. Indepéndence,
then, was the wish only of a
minority of Irishmen."
Needless to say, our ‘academically objective’
historian, failed to add to this figure the percent-
‘= ages accruing from the 26 constituencies where
) Sinn Féin MPs were elected without opposition
which would have added substantially to that 47
per cent total. But if one even took 47 per cent at
" its face value, accepting this myopic equation,
/ then surely the ‘anti-nationalists’ were walking
on some thin ice? Very few western democratic
governments have come to power with more than
" 47 per cent of the votes in an election. The logical
* conclusion of their argument in claiming that
Sinn Féin was not representative of the will of
the Irish people would be to claim that Margaret
Thatcher’s government has no legal validity be-
cause she has pursued her autocratic regime in this country
with only an endorsement of 42 per cent of the electorate.

As with most of their arguments, the ‘academically objec-
tive’ historians have been extremely selective with election fig-
ures to support their claims. And talking of the 1918 period we,
find subsequent election figures are glossed over because they
do not endorse the point they are making.

I refer to the January, 1920, municipal elections in which
Sinn Féin won 72 town and city councils, with a coalition of
Sinn Féin and the Irish Party taking a further 26 town and
city councils — making 98 out of 127 town and city councils
controlled by republicans.

And glossed over are the June, 1920, elections for the coun-
ty and rural district council and the boards of guardians. Sinn
Féin won 28 out of the 32 county councils; they won 186 out of
the 206 rural district councils; and they won 138 out of the 154
boards of guardians. And this during a time when the English
military were controlling Ireland with an iron fist, when the
excesses of the ‘Black and Tans’ and the Auxiliaries were caus-
ing public opinion throughout the world to denounce England’s
role.

If one is bandying about election figures to prove a point,
perhaps we should also remind ourselves of the May, 1921,
general election, following the enforcement of
partition and the partition parliaments. In this
election Westminster introduced proportional
representation into Ireland, not because the
Westminster government believed in it as a bet-
ter system of voting [indeed, even today West-
minster is wary about proportional representa-
tion]. PR was introduced into Ireland in a
desperate attempt by Westminster to decrease
the support given to Sinn Féin. So if one takes
that 1921 result as an all-Ireland total we find
that Sinn Féin had won 130 seats out of 180, the
Irish Party had won six seats and the unionists
had won 44 seats.

But our ‘anti-nationalist’ historian can calmly
remark: "It was not clear what the Irish had vot-
ed for."

[During questlons after delivering this paper,
I half-jokingly suggested that among future ‘revi-
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® A famine funeral near Skibbereen

sionist’ works we might find that the ‘Great Hunger’ (1845-'49)
was self-induced by the Irish and that English absentee land-
lords and the government did not contribute at all to what
was, when all is said and done, an artificially-induced famine.
Well, the revisionists are an industrious crew. Recently pub-
lished is Cormac O Grada’s The Great Irish Famine (Gill &
Macmillan). He says he is merely presenting an overview of
the histoviography and urges a fresh appraisal for, he says, no-
one was to blame for the ‘famine’. The Irish, he argues, were
simply ‘unlucky” Yes, the loss of 212 million population (by
death and migration) was merely a question of luck.

Curiously, he argues that had the famine occurred 20 years
earlier, people would have been less dependent on potatoes
and the government less hidebound by economic dogma. And
40 years later, the population wouid have been smaller (yes,
2.5 million smaller!) and the philosophy of the government to-
wards poor relief different. Also, he suggests, an antidote to
the blight would have been available. What peculiar argu-
ments for an historian to make. The point is about as irrele-
vant as arguing that had Hitler been assassinated in 1938
then there would have been no war in 1939. It is an interest-
ing speculation but not pertinent.

Christine Kinealy, writing in Fortnight, April 1990, sings a
paean of praise over O Grada’s book, dismissing Cecil Wood-
ham-Smith’s classic The Great Hunger (1962), which stands as
a major work on the period, a product of nine years research
by the Oxford-trained historian, as "populist and simplistic to
academics”. ‘Revisionists’ all seem to suffer academic snob-
bery. We are back to ‘academic objectivity’; only ‘academics’
Possess this and, for ‘revisionist’ purposes, only those who
work in the history departments of universities can be deemed
‘serious historians’.

The new work, delights Christine Kinealy, will go some way
to correcting "the prevalence of myths and misunderstandings
— stories of ships full of grain leaving Ireland, of overcrowded
famine graveyards, of callous landlords". In fact, all these

‘myths and misunderstandings’ are well-documented facts. I
have had the moving experience of visiting an overcrowded
famine graveyard where it has been estimated up to 100,000
Irishmen, women and children lay in mass graves. That expe-
rience was no myth or misunderstanding. I would suggest a
reading of Grosse-Ile: The Holocaust Revisited by Padraic O
Laighin (The Irish in Canada, edited by Robert O'Driscoll &
Lorna Reynolds, Vol 1, Celtic Arts of Canada, 1988) for an ex-
tremely well-documented essay of facts in this regard.

Christine Kinealy is not so subtle as others of the school
she follows because, in her view of O Grada’s work, she lets
the ‘revisionist’ cat out of the bag. She writes: "Yet the famine
has been the subject of little serious research — perhaps be-
cause it can be used by nationalists to fit their view of history
and most serious historians would not wish to contribute to
this interpretation” (my italics). I can hardly believe she ad-
mits their purpose so flagrantly or proudly. So ‘serious histori-
ans’ (only ‘revisionists’ apparently fit this title) will not tackle
those areas of Irish history which might be seen as contribut-
ing to nationalist interpretation? My, oh my! That's 700 years
of Irish history which should be ignored for a start.]

I agree with Desmond Fennell when he recently remarked
that the work of these ‘anti-nationalist’ historians was ‘the his-
toriography of the Irish counter-revolution’.

To sum up: G K Chesterton once remarked: "The disadvan-
tage of men not knowing the past is that they do not know the
present. History is a hill or high point of vantage, from which
alone men see the town in which they live or the age in which
they are living.” But to see the town or the age clearly, people
need a perspective, a means of interpretation. Unless they
known the fallibility or the bias of the tool they are viewing
through — the historical interpreter or historian — then great
damage will be done. We must beware of our ‘academically ob-
jective’ colleagues. We must make ourselves aware of the new
‘anti-nationalist’ school and challenge their assumptions and
interpretations at every opportunity.
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Basic
rights

under Dev’s

later Owen Carron by the Dublin Supreme Court, has

THE RELEASE of Dermot Finucane, Jim Clarke, and

highlighted once again the complex set of compromis-
es arrived at by de Valera in 1937 when he drafted the pre-

sent 26-County Constitution.

Judges, usually the most reac-
tionary elements in any state, suddenly
seemed to be enforcing ‘radical’ deci-
gions — if the reaction from Alan
Dukes and Dessie O’Malley was any-
thing to go by. In reality, the judges
were reaffirming the commitments to
basic rights in the Constitution, some-
thing they have not always done. Judi-
cial protection of these rights has had a
chequered history since 1937, largely
because of political manipulation of
what is claimed to be a ‘non-political’
office.

Until the mid-"60s no-one could ac-
cuse the Supreme Court of enthusiasm
for defending these rights. By their si-
lence the judges helped crush the more
progressive aspects of Dev’s Constitu-
tion. Foreign observers stood aghast as
they disregarded legal principles which
are considered fundamental elsewhere.
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From 1965 until the mid-"70s the
tide turned and the Supreme Court un-
der Cearbhall O Délaigh began to pro-
tect citizens' rights, a duty it had al-
ways been entrusted with. But O
Dalaigh’s reforms were the signal for a
counter-offensive by the right, led by T
F O'Higgins, O Délaigh’s successor as
chief justice and a former Fine Gael
presidential candidate. From 1977 until
the recent decisions, the state’s highest
bench tended to become once again a
rubber stamp for repressive govern-
ment decisions.

The present direction taken by the
Supreme Court may be the beginning of
a move back to progressive principles.
But to do so the court will have to move
in-the teeth of a ferocious campaign by
Fine Gael, the PDs, the Workers' Party,
and their allies inside Labour. A look
over the role taken by judges since par-
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tition, in comparison with other coun-
tries is very sobering — it shows what
is at stake.

The very purpose of having a writ-
ten Constitution at all is to protect ba-
sic rights. In the words of Tom Paine,
the most radical philosopher of the
American Revolution, these documents
are a curb on "upstart governments".
Under the US Constitution, the judicia-
ry is charged with "reviewing", or over-
seeing both the laws and the actions of
governments. The Supreme Court can
"strike down" laws which it believes
conflict with the Bill of Rights section
of the Constitution.

No-one could seriously maintain
that full democracy exists in a country
where only a millionaire or the friend of
a millionaire can become president or
where membership of the Communist
Party has been held as a crime. But the
US system does provide some protec-
tion for the citizen. One US socialist or-



ganisation has successfully sued the
FBI for infiltrating it during the 1950s
and '60s,

By 1937 when Dev finally drafted
his Constitution, the phrase "rule of
law" had acquired a curious ring. Un-
der the Free State Constitution on
which his own was based, Habeas Cor-
pus — the right to appeal to a court af-
ter arrest — was suspended on two oc-
casions. Special courts with the power
to order the death penalty for the pos-
session of arms were established and in
1931, military tribunals with the power
to order the death penalty were set up:
Dozens of the state’s political opponents
were shot without anything like a trial.

lined and the parlia-

ment had the power to
amend the Constitution at
will. The Constitution,
which had to be submitted
in advance to British law of-
ficers, made parliament
supreme,

There was provision for a form of ju-
dicial review, but the fact that the par-
liament could amend the Constitution
as it saw fit, made Cosgrave’s govern-
ment all-powerful. There was also pro-
vision for referenda on
constitutional changes af-
ter eight years. But the
parliament was quite en-
titled to defer such refer-
enda indefinitely. In fact
it deferred them for 16
years, but the Censtitu- ;
tion itself did not last
that long.

In 1932 Fianna F4iil
won the general election
and de Valera began al-
most immediately to draft
an alternative document.
It was his and his alone.
Ministers only saw the fi-
nal draft on the very day
they were expected to
vote for it in cabinet.

His object was to re-
move the most obvious
aspects of the 1921
Treaty and to make a ver-
bal commitment to repub-
lican ideals. But his
handiwork was deliber-
ately intended to leave
partition intact. Republi-
can rhetoric glossed over
practical subservience to
Britain. It was the first

T HE COURTS were side-
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great Fianna F4il "solution of an Irish
problem".

At its roots, the new Constitution
was nothing more than a compromise
between the various power-blocs in the
Ireland of his day. The Catholic Church
and the business class loomed large
within it. But, in the background, the
British government towered over them
through its occupation of the Six Coun-
ties and even of the "Treaty ports" at
Berehaven, Cobh and Lough Swilly.
None of these three forces was entirely
happy with the end-product but each
was sufficiently satisfied not to disturb
the balance.

For the Catholic Church, Fr John
Charles McQuaid (later archbishop of
Dublin) helped draft substantial sec-
tions of the Constitution dealing with
religion, the family, and the role of
women in line with the extremely right-
wing Papal Encyclicals of the day. The
Fianna F4il leader clearly attempted to
reassure the business class through the
provisions on private property.

The 1937 Constitution committed
the state "in particular" to defend
“property rights" in Article 40. In a lat-
er article, there is also a commitment to
"social justice"”, designed to mollify
trade union leaders. But the latter
right is clearly placed below that of pri-
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vate property in importance as the
state is allowed to "delimit [it] by law”.
The new Constitution contained
much stronger human rights provisions
than its predecessor. It could only be
amended by referendum and the courts
were given the power to "determine all
matters and questions, whether of law
or of fact, civil or criminal”. This includ-
ed the right for the High and Supreme
Courts to declare any law invalid,
B the British govern-
ment and the naked

political interests of Fianna
Fiil, lay behind various oth-
er provisions of the Consti-
tution which heavily limited
these rights.

Article 28.3.3° states that nothing in
the Constitution will be used to invali-
date any law "which is expressed to be
for the purpose of securing the public
safety and the preservation of the State
in time of war or armed rebellion".
"Time of war" includes any time when
“there is an armed conflict in which the
State is not a participant” but which
Leinster House believes has caused "a
national emergency".

In practice, this was to be used to

UT THE interests of

n their place” in the Constituton

put down republicans
and this provision
warns the ‘courts that
they may not inter-
. fere. It is interesting
to note that such a
"national emergency"”
has existed from 1939
until the present day.
There was consid-
erable opposition to
this document from
feminists and republi-
cans as well as the
right-wing parties and
- it was passed on a sur-
~ prisingly low poll.
¢ Around 39% of the to-
I tal electorate support-
ed it, 30% opposed but
! 31% declined to vote.
For 51 of the 53
years that the 1937
Constitution has been
in existence, govern-
ments have been em-
| powered to set aside
§ all the basic institu-
tions of democracy and
il rule by decree, using
military courts.
Despite the Consti-
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tution’s commitments to freedom of ex-
pression (Article 40.6.1%), heavy censor-
ship has been common. The ‘protection’
of the Supreme Court was not enough
to prevent the 1939 Offences Against
the State Act which, among many other
things, prevented journalists from even
mentioning the letters IRA. Long arti-
cles were written in the press about "a
certain organisation”, The entire public
knew exactly what organisation was
being discussed, but naming it could
mean prison for the writer. This part of
the act went into abeyance in 1946.

More tragically, constitutional safe-
guards failed to protect republicans
from executions that amounted to state
murder. In March 1942 George Plant,
an IRA member, was executed after tri-
al before a military court under the
emergency powers of the Offences
Against the State Act for killing a sus-
pected informer. (Michael Moroney:
"George Plant and the Rule of Law",
Tipperary History Society Journal
1987.) The trial in Collins Barracks,
Dublin, was first marked by the refusal
of the key state witnesses to testify.
These witnesses were then charged
with the murder as well. The prosecu-
tion then refused to proceed with the
case and the men were released only to
be immediately re-arrested. Their coun-
sel Sedn MacBride appealed to both the
High and the Supreme Courts but was
turtied down in both cases. The "time of
war" provision in the Constitution en-
abled the government to run the mili-
tary tribunal as it chose, according to
the courts.

Plant and the others were then tried
again in front of a military tribunal and
the government intervened once again
by issuing orders changing the rules of
evidence — while the trial was in
progress. The outcome was inevitable
— Plant was executed. Placing some-
one in "double jeopardy" like this is a
flagrant disregard of basic legal princi-
ples and the case of George Plant was
not the only example in this period.

VEN John M Kelly, a

noted writer on consti-

tutional law and a Fine
Gael TD with little sympathy
for republicans was moved
to state, in Fundamental
Rights in Irish Law and The
Irish Coustitution, that the
order changing the rules of
evidence was '"remarkable"
and that "it appears to have
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been made for the purpose
of trying these particular
prisoners".

He goes on to refer to the military
court as "frightening” and quotes a
statement by Fianna F4il Minister Ger-
ry Boland in Leinster House on the
matter: "This court has been described
outside as a terror court. I have no ob-
jection to it being so described. That is
exactly what it was."

1t should be noted that the state was
not at war at the time, nor was it in
any threat from the small numbers in
the IRA. Nor was there any real danger
of the state being dragged into the huge
European war. Switzerland, which also
remained neutral, had not been invad-
ed although Hitler’s troops had
swarmed over the surrounding coun-
tries.

Dev's sheer savagery in dealing with
the IRA fulfilled only two purposes: it
was diplomatic in that it created better
relations with Churchill’s government,
making re-occupation of the treaty
ports unlikely, and it was political. The
Fianna F4il leader wanted to terrorise
opponents who could outflank him on
republican issues.

The ease with which governments
executed and imprisoned people during
the Second World War (around 500
were interned) has a lot to do with the
gsilence of the courts and the period
from 1937 until the early '60s saw some
very quiet judges. With only two excep-
tions, the High and Supreme Court
judges ruled that they had no right to
intervene.

The constitutional guarantees of
rights were almost all based on the
phrase in Article 40.4.1% "No citizen
shall be deprived of his personal liberty
save in accordance with law.” In gener-
al, the courts took this to mean ‘in ac-
cordance with whatever law Leinster
House decides on’. But there was an-
other way they could have taken this
provision. The Constitution makes ref-
erence to "'natural rights" and the
courts could have taken these too to
mean law as does the US Supreme
Court.

N 1967 Lauren Beth, a vis-

iting US law lecturer, ex-

amined the behaviour of
the courts since 1937. His
verdict, in Lauren Beth: Ju-
dicial Review in Ireland, was
highly critical. He believed
they "dithered" between en-
forcing the human rights
commitments in the Consti-
tution as the US Supreme
Court had done on the issue
of civil rights for Black peo-
ple and allowing the parlia-
ment a totally free hand as is
done under the Westminster
system. The Supreme Court
was "suspended uneasily be-
tween the two".

The internment provisions in the
1939 Offences Against the State Act
provided the first known example of a



judicial challenge to the government.
James Burke was interned on a war-
rant signed by a minister under section
55 of the act. High Court Judge Gavan
Duffy ruled that the warrant infringed
personal liberty. He argued that the
new Constitution filled in the gaps in
previous legislation on fundamental
rights. It was "the Charter of the Irish
People and I will not whittle it away",
The internment section of the act was
deemed unconstitutional. Burke was
released as were 50 other internees.

The government had been rapped on
the knuckles but it was quick to re-
spond. It juggled with the wording of
the act and passed the Offences
Against the State (Amendment) Bill
1940. The president was virtually
obliged to refer this bill under the Con-
stitution to the Supreme Court to see if
it was in order.

That had the merit, from the gov-
ernment’s point of view, of by-passing
Gavan Duffy in the High Court and of
avoiding any further challenge to the
legislation. Once a bill has been judged
constitutional by the Supreme Court,
its constitutionality can never again be
challenged.

The Supreme Court showed none of
Gavan Duffy’s scruples when it ruled
on the matter. Lauren Beth was
scathing about Judge Sullivan’s ruling
in which the chief Supreme Court Jjudge
said "detention is not in the nature of
punishment”:

"Perhaps the most amazing aspect
of Sullivan’s opinion... was the bland
and sophistical assertion that the pow-
er of indefinite internment was not a
judicial power — because, he said, it is
not a punishment but only ‘preventive
justice’, a ‘precautionary measure’.”
Beth suggested that this was the first
time in history that long term impris-
onment was regarded as anything but
punishment.

HE US commentator
T also went on to point

out a matter well
known in legal circles at the
time. Judge Meredith, an op-
ponent of the new law, had
absented himself from the
Proceedings and was re-
placed by Conor Maguire
who supported it. The 3:2
verdict among the five
judges left the "unpleasant
suspicion that the govern-
ment, in effect, tampered

@ GEORGE PLANT

with the court". After his
book was printed in 1967
Beth was prevailed upon to
withdraw this suggestion
but that fact does not re-

move the suspicion.

Beth also criticised the Constitu-
tion’s ban on any further consideration
of a bill once it had been referred by the
President to the Supreme Court and
had been approved, The court was
forced to presume that any bill coming
before it was constitutional and to place
on the opponents of the bill the onus of
proving it wasn’t.

He questioned how it was possible to
“clearly establish” how a bill infringed
the Constitution when it hadn’t yet be-
come law, pointing out that the USs
Supreme Court only considered individ-
ual cases and that it could reconsider

® SEAN MacBRIDE

laws it had dealt with in the past.

In the same year as the execution of
George Plant, the court ruled that the
School Attendance Bill was unconstitu-
tional, supporting parental rights over
those of the Minister for Education.
Beth pointed out that "a more appropri-
ate candidate for unconstitutionality”
than this "relatively innocuous" law
was the amended Offences Against the
State Bill.

In 1947 Judge Gavan Duffy once
again challenged the government over
the Sinn Féin Funds Act. An action had
been taken by the party to recover part
of its funds from trustees who would
not hand them over. The High Court
was due to consider the matter when
Leinster House passed a bill which
would have prevented the party from
getting back its money. Gavan Duffy in-
dignantly refused an application from
the Attorney General to pay the money
to a government board under the new
act. Both he and the Supreme Court
found the act unconstitutional.

ITH THE exception of

Gavan Duffy and

Supreme Court J udge
Murnaghan, who supported
his view on the Offences
Against the State Act, no ju-
dicial voices were raised in
defence of the rights of re-
publicans in this period. But
the government was highly
embarrassed by one republi-
can internee in the late '50s
when he challenged his de-
tention on the basis of inter-
national human rights
agreements.

Gerry Lawless was represented by
Sedn MacBride who argued that his in-
ternment contravened the European
Convention on Human Rights which
had recently been signed by the govern-
ment. The Supreme Court held that it
could not be bound by the agreement ag
it had not been laid before Leinster
House as the Constitution demands.
But, aware that its double standards
had been exposed, the government re-
leased him.

In front of the Court of Human
Rights at Strasbourg, Lawless contin-
ued with his case which now became an
action for damages. Although he lost it,
the court further embarrassed the gov-
ernment by ruling in 1961 that the
amended Offences Against the State
Act contravened the convention.
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This inglorious period in the history
of the Supreme Court ended in the
same year when Cearbhall O Délaigh
was appointed to head the state’s high-
est bench and Judge Brian Walsh be-
came one of its five members. But it
was not until a case in 1965 that the
court clearly stated new principles. Cu-
riously enough, the case involved water
fluoridation and Pope John XXIII.

Gladys Ryan challenged the right of
the government to put fluoride in her
drinking water, arguing that the consti-
tutional guarantee to protect the "per-
sonal rights of the citizen" gave her the
right of "bodily integrity". '

She lost the anti-fluoride case in the
High Court, but, in his ruling, Judge
Kenny pointed out that personal rights
are not confined to those mentioned in
the Constitution "but include all those
rights which result from the Christian
and democratic nature of the state".
Amoxng these, he included the right to
bodily integrity, quoting an encyclical
from the Pope entitled 'Peace On
Earth'

O Dilaigh’s Supreme Court support-
ed his view and ushered in a new peri-
od in the history of the court when legal
decisions actually extended the rights
of the citizen, rather than reducing
them. The 1965 Extradition Act sur-
vived an early challenge before this
court. The act exempted from extradi-
tion, those who were involved in politi-
cal acts or in acts related to political
acts. Republicans were therefore able to
avoid extradition to British courts. This
formula is an internationally-recog-
nised one based on the fact that a fair
trial is impossible in such situations.

The McGee case followed in 1973
when the court ruled that Mrs McGee
had the right to import contraceptives
for her own use. In terror of the crozier,

politicians had for generations failed to

legalise contraception. Now the courts
forced them to reconsider.

But for legal conservatives like John
Kelly, the new departure was unaccept-
able. Kelly, a Fine Gael TD, provided
page after page of criticism of it in his
Fundamental Rights in Irish Law,
warning that it introduced "uncertain-
ty" into the law and that judges might
end up deciding issues "on their own
criteria”. Ultimately his criticisms were
political. He feared the independence of
O Dilaigh’s judiciary, preferring the si-
lence of earlier years even if it meant a
few questionable decisions.

Kelly returned again to these mat-
ters in 1988, but by then he had ac-
quired almost the opposite view. The
discovery that there were rights outside
those referred to in the Constitution or
"judicial creativity" was "revolution-
ary", a "spectacular conquest”. He still
had some quibbles, but in legal terms it
is hard to square his overall attitude in
1988 with that of 1967.

The explanation for this radical
change lies in the political sphere. The
intervening years saw Fine Gael-led
coalitions administering blow after
blow to the independence of the
Supreme Court. Then right-wing judges
began to realise that they too could
make their mark through judicial cre-
ativity. Instead of extending rights, of
course, they reduced them.

The first blow to the judiciary came
after O Dilaigh resigned from the court
and was elected unopposed as 26-Coun-
ty president. In 1976 the Coalition gov-
ernment introduced the Emergency
Powers Bill, which among other things
would re-impose the State of Emergen-
cy which had existed since 1939. O
Daélaigh had grave reservations about
this measure and referred it to the
Supreme Court.

dent may refer "any bill” (Art. 26.1. 19
in this way, but the Coalitiop argued
that this was a breach of the article
which forbade the courts to invalidate
emergency legislation. The court al-
lowed the bill threugh but reserved the
right to examine such legislation in fu-
ture.

For the Coalition it was a mild re-
buke but Cosgrave’s government did
not take it lightly. Having wined and
dined at an army officers’ mess, De-
fence Minister Paddy Donegan referred
to O Dalaigh ["supreme commander of
the Defence Forces" in the Constitu-
tion] as "a thundering bollocks and a
fucking disgrace” during an after-din-
ner speech.

After this insult, O Ddlaigh called
upon Cosgrave to dismiss Donegan but
the Fine Gael leader refused. O D4laigh
then resigned in protest. In the crudest
of all possible ways, the government
had served notice on the judiciary that
it was not prepared to be crossed.

The appointment of T F O'Higgins to
head the Supreme Court was another
blow to the court’s independence.
O’'Higgins was guaranteed to protect
the government against court actions
over brutality by gardai.

Garda ‘Heavy Gang’

was in operation with
the approval of the govern-
ment. Trinity College Profes-
sor Basil Chubb was moved
to write that by 1977 there
were signs that "the Repub-
lic was beginning to move
inexorably down the same
dangerous slope as Northern
Ireland".

O’Higgins’ period as chief justice
was a bleak period for democratic
rights. Gay people were denied the ba-
sic protection of the Constitution in
1983 in a judgement which was later
overturned by the European Court. In
the Norris case it was put that their
personal privacy should not be invaded.
But, in a three to two decision, the
court ruled otherwise. O’Higgins
claimed that the state had the ‘right’ to
"discourage conduct which is morally
wrong and harmful to a way of life and
to values which the State wishes to pro-
tect". This decision is interesting in the
light of a ruling in 1976 when O’'Hig-
gins stated that the laws "should be in-
terpreted from time to time in accor-
dance with prevailing ideas".

D URING this period the
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But his real value to the state came
with his application of this notion to
the extradition laws. It became clear
that, by ‘prevailing ideas’, O’Higgins
meant those prevailing among mem-
bers of his political affiliation.

In the Dominic McGlinchey case, the
former Blueshirt and Fine Gael repre-
sentative amended the 1965 Extradi-
tion Act virtually on his own. His action
remains the most radical piece of ‘udi-
cial creativity’ in the history of 26-
County law and it is typical of the man
that it was done in order to restrict
rather than to extend rights.

He denied McGlinchey the right to
the political exemption on the grounds
that he was accused of having gunned
down a woman pensioner. For an act to
be considered political, it had to be
"what reasonable, civilised people
would regard as political activity". Pre-
viously courts recognised the fact that
‘reasonable, civilised people’ disagree
about what is political and choose in-
stead to depend on the motivation of
the individual charged.

O'Higgins’ judgement was discredit-
ed by the fact that, when McGlinchey
was handed over, the case against him
disintegrated. It became clear that the
RUC had no evidence to connect him
with the shooting and that the story
was merely a means of securing extra-
dition. But the decision stood for all
that as a“precedent until the recent de-
cisions reversed it and a number of oth-

er similar verdicts.
.2

@ TOM O'HIGGIN

Although O’Higgins left the
Supreme Court for the International
Court of Justice at the Hague, his lega-
cy lived on in the Russell case of 1986
when Robert Russell, who stated that
he was a member of the IRA, was de-
nied the political exemption and extra-
dited.

Russell stated clearly that the IRA
did not seek to overthrow the 26-Coun-
ty state and that it was solely involved
in a conflict with the British govern-
ment. But the court, now under Judge
Finlay, ruled that it could not offer the
protection of the Constitution to him
because the purpose of his ‘offences’

(which included escaping from Long
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Kesh) was to "subvert the Constitution
and to usurp the function of govern-
ment".

Finlay’s argument was bogus in the
extreme. He claimed that, by seeking to
achieve the re-unification of Ireland by
armed force, the IRA was "exercising
the functions of government", By doing
8o, it "challenged the Constitution".
Therefore, he alleged, any member of it
should be deprived of constitutional
rights. Since medieval times, the judi-
cial system has avoided considering
people as ‘outside the law’ in this way.

It was only with the presence of
Judge Brian Walsh on the bench for the
first time in a political extradition case,
that the political exception was re-
stored in law by the Supreme Court in
the Finucane, Clarke and Carron cases.
He has since retired but his verdict in
these cases is now taken as the prece-
dent — at least until the implications of
the 1987 Extradition Act become clear.

It seems absurd for basic rights to
depend so much on individual judges.
But in a political atmosphere like that
of the 26 Counties, where censorship is
the rule and where a large section of
the political establishment is unified in
its desire to crush certain political be-
liefs by almost any means possible, it
seems unavoidable.

If such rights were to depend on gov-
ernments alone, as they did under the
Free State, and as they do under the
Westminster system, they would not
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20th: A rocket and gun attack on
British soldiers on patrol in Bish-
op Street, Derry, left three sol-
diers injured.
22nd: A soldier was injured
when an impact grenade was
thrown at a crown forces patrol
in the Riverdale area of Belfast.
25th: An anti-personnel mine ex-
- ploded in Belfast injuring a
British soldier. -
26th: An RUC man was killed
and another seriously injured
when their unmarked car came
under attack as it left the heavi-
ly-fortified Kinawley Barracks in
County Fermanagh.
28th: Fermanagh Brigade
claimed responsibility for mortar-
ing Roslea Barracks. Severe
structural damage was caused to
the base.
NOVEMBER
4th: An RUC man was caught in
a booby-trap explosion in Kinaw-
ley, County Fermanagh, when he
tried to remove a Tricolour flying
in the main street.
9th: In a statement issued after
a 300lb car-bomb wrecked the
homes of 30 soldiers, Derry
Brigade said: “No longer can we
tolerate the ridiculous situation
where British soldiers can come
into nationalist areas, raid and
syematically wreck homes, harass
people, make arrests and then re-
tire just a few miles away to the
comfort of their families.”
14th: Tyrone Brigade mortared
Cookstown and Stewartstown
Barracks simultaneously, injur-
ing two soldiers and causing se-
vere damage to the two bases.
15th: North Armagh Brigade
shot and injured a British soldier
in an unmarked car in Lurgan.
18th: Derry Brigade demolished
the city's main tax office when
they exploded a 120lb car-bomb
outside the premises. -
20th: A 5001b bomb placed out-
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side North Howard Street Bar-
racks, Belfast, exploded, injuring
nine soldiers. The device had
been planted in full view of
surveillance cameras.

21st: West Tyrone Brigade exe-
cuted an RUC man and injured
another when they opened fire on
them inside Castlederg's security
barrier, using a captured RUC
weapon.

23rd: An attack on the Benburb
Barracks, County Tyrone, went
tragically wrong when the explo-
sion claimed the lives of two
passing civilians.

24th: A British soldier was in-
jured when an anti-personnel
mine exploded as he passed it in
Belfast.

25th: An impact grenade lobbed
at a crown forces raiding party in
Ardoyne, Belfast, injured a sol-
dier.

DECEMBER

3rd: IRA Volunteers transporting
mortars for an attack on Clogher
Barracks were given an RUC es-
cort.

8th: A British army housing es-
tate was devastated after Belfast

-Brigade exploded a 200lb bomb

inside the estate in Lisburn. Two
RUC men were injured in the at-
tack.

10th: Despite sophisticated
surveillance equipment Volun-
teers of Belfast Brigade exploded
a Tlb limpet mine on the defences
of the British army observation
post on the top of Divis Tower.
Seven soldiers were injured in
the attack.

12th: Derry Brigade exploded a
2001b van-bomb outside the
British army's Fort George Bar-
racks in the city, causing severe
structural damage to the base.

A mortar exploded inside the
yard of Henry Brothers, County
Derry. Henry Brothers have been
engaged in reconstruction work
for the crown forces.
13th: The tax office in Upper
Queen Street, Belfast, was wrecked
in a 200Ib car-bomb attack.

OPERATIONS
DURING THE

PERIOD

A contractor working for the
crown forces, John Cory, was exe-
cuted by the IRA's South Down
Command in his garage in Porta-
down.

14th: Two RUC men were injured-

when the Land-Rover they were
travelling in took the full blast of
an RPG warhead fired at it by
Volunteers outside Newry Court-
house.

16th: Derry Brigade seriously in-
jured an RUC man as he walked
into Strand Road Barracks

18th: A British soldier was shot
and killed in Downpatrick.

Derry Brigade attacked a
British army housing estate
wrecking 100 homes in a car-
bomb explosion.
19th: Two more British army
housing estates were attacked in
West Tyrone and North Armagh.
31st: The main UDR barracks in
Cookstown, County Tyrone, was
damaged when a single mortar
exploded inside the base.

1989

JANUARY

4th: Two RUC men and a Byitish
soldier were injured when a 3Ib
anti-personnel mine was detonat-
ed as their patrol passed a wall
at New Barnsley Crescent, in
West Belfast.

14th: Derry Brigade detonated a
41b anti-personnel mine in the
Butcher Street area of the city as
a British army patrol moved
through the area. Two British
soldiers were injured, one seri-
ously.

Another British soldier was
seriously injured when an anti-
personnel mine was detonated as
his patrol was moving up the An-
dersonstown Road in West
Belfast.
15th: A former RUC man was
shot dead at a friend’s house in
Ballintra, County Donegal, by
Volunteers of the IRA’s Fer-
managh Brigade. The IRA said

OCTOBER 1988

the dead man had been acting in
an intelligence-gathering capaci-
ty for the RUC.

In Belfast two more British
soldiers were injured, one seri-
ously, when Volunteers detonated
an anti-personnel bomb hidden
in an old tyre in Beechmount Av-
enue,
16th: Dungannon’s courthouse
was completely wrecked in a
massive bomb blast. The bomb
was driven into the court build-
ings afler a security guard was
overpowered. The IRA’s East Ty-
rone Brigade warned civilian con-
tractors not to engage in recon-
struction work on the courthouse.
18th: A 2001b car-bomb at Belfast
High Court on the Crumlin Road
only partially exploded.
24th: Crown forces at a perma-
nent border checkpoint at Mul-
lanbridge near Kinawley, South
Fermanagh, had a narrow escape
when a salvo of mortars were
fired at their fortified position.
25th: Extensive damage was
caused to the main Derry court-
house and surrounding buildings
in a bomb attack. A 400lb van-
bomb, with an anti-handling de-
vice, exploded near the court-
house on Bishop Street after a
20-minute warning.
27th: Volunteers scored a direct
hit on an RUC vehicle with an
impact grenade, killing one RUC
man and inflicting serious head
injuries on another.

The IRA’s West Tyrone
Brigade also claimed responsibil-
ity for a bomb attack on the Stra-
bane/Lifford permanent border
checkpoint. A garage near the
checkpoint, which had been serv-
ing enemy personnel, was blown

up.
31st: A soldier from British
Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher’s home town of
Grantham, Lincolnshire, was the
British army’s first war fatality
of 1989 in the Six Counties. The
soldier was part of a raiding par-
ty returning to barracks after 12
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hours of destructive house
searches in the St James/Rodney
area of West Belfast. As his pa-
trol moved through Rockmore
Road, the IRA detonated a 21b
bomb hidden in a drainage pipe.
He later died of wounds and an-
other soldier was injured. Claim-
ing responsibility, the IRA issued
a public appeal:

""We call upon British soldiers
to refuse to serve the lost cause of
British imperialism in Ireland.
To each one of you we say: the
majority of British people want
you to withdraw from Ireland.
Eventually the British army will
be forced to withdraw, but by
then it will be too late for you.
Don’t die for a lost cause.”
FEBRUARY
1st: In Belfast Volunteers took
over Chichester Street fire-sta-
tion and threw a device over the
wall into the RUC base in Mus-
grave Street. A bomb was then
detonated outside the barracks,
injuring RUC men who came
from the base.

" On the same night Volunteers
of the IRA’s Derry Brigade
launched a bomb attack on a
joint British army/RUC patrol on
the Race-course Road injuring
one of the occupants of an RUC
Land-Rover.
6th: Just one month into 1989
20-year-old IRA Volunteer James
‘Josie’ Connolly of the West Ty-
rone Brigade, died from severe
injuries recieved after a bomb
prematurely detonated as he at-
tached it to the van of an RUC
man in Drumquin.

Tth: Despite being overlocked by
three major British army obser-
vation posts, equipped with in-
fra-red cameras and constantly
patrolled, TRA Volunteers man-
aged to plant a device which dis-
rupted rail traffic on the Belfast
to Dublin railway line at Kil-
nasaggart Bridge for five days.
19th: Two RUC officers were
wounded in a gun attack carried
out by Derry Brigade as they en-
tered the Spencer Road RUC
Barracks in Waterside.

20th: In a daring attack on the
Parachute Regiment at their
Tern Hill base near Shrewsbury,
Shropshire, an IRA Active Ser-
vice Unit narrowly missed inflict-
ing major casualties. The ASU,
having penetrated the inner area
of the camp and planting two
bombs, were discovered by a sen-
try who asked them to identify
themselves. Despite this the Vol-
unteers were able to avoid cap-
ture and plant a third bomb,
alongside sleeping quarters hous-
ing some 60 Paras, before mak-
ing their escape. The sleeping
Paras were all roused and evacu-
ated. The three bombs exploded a
half-hour later at 3.30am, caus-
ing extensive damage to the ac-
commodation block.

22nd: A British soldier from the
Royal Corps of Transport was

shot dead in Derry City, while in
plainclothes and driving a civil-
ian Educational Board schoolbus.
The IRA ambush was set-up after
it was established that British
troops were using civilian guises
to ostensibly collect British army
families and also to travel around
the city freely.

23rd: The main Six-County rail-
way line between Belfast and
Dublin was attacked by the
North Armagh Brigade. An ex-
plosion was heard on the line
near Lurgan. British army engi-
neers took five days to clear the
track.

26th: Volunteers of Derry
Brigade detonated a 2Ib anti-per-
sonnel mine in the town’s High
Street as a British army patrol
moved along it. One soldier was
seriously injured.

In Belfast the IRA executed
Joseph Fenton, a 35-year-old es-
tate agent from Sawell Hill, An-
dersonstown. Joseph Fenton, who
owned Ideal Homes estate agents
on the Falls Road, was found
shot in the head in an alley off
Bunbeg Park, Lenadoon, in West
Belfast. In a statement issued
immediately after the shooting,
the IRA said it had “executed a
British agent”. Following RUC
claims that Fenton had no con-
nection with the Special Branch,
a detailed statement of Fentons’
involvement with the RUC was
issued by the IRA.

"He had been a British agent
for five-and-a-half-years and was
handled by a Special Branch offi-
cer Jimmy Mcllveen, whom he re-
ported to at a Belfast telephone
number 450088.

"Fenton was first approached
in 1981 by the RUC who accused
him of having shifted explosives.
Fenton did not show up for a sub-
sequent pre-arranged meeting
and planned to emigrate with his
family to Australia in 1982.

""However, the Australian
Consulate in Britain told him it
was revoking his visa at the in-
tervention of the RUC. Later that
year, Fenton succumbed to a com-
bination of RUC blackmail and
bribery and agreed to become an
informer. He contacted Branch-
man Mcllveen and an English-
man named ‘Don’ ot Castlereagh
Barracks.

“He met his handlers at regu-
lar intervals at various locations
in and around Belfast. They en-
couraged him to offer help to the
IRA. Volunteers were caught on
five occasions and other opera-
tions were abandoned.

"The RUC helped him secure
a £15,000 grant to buy the fran-
chise for Ideal Homes estate
agents. He then supplied houses
and garages for the IRA, and
hired cars for our organisation
which were constantly kept under
RUC surveillance, resulting in
more arrests and arms seizures.

"“We are not prepared to state

how we eventually detected him
but the RUC were clearly lying
when they stated that Joseph
Fenton had no connection with
them.

"Responsibility for the death
of Joseph Fenton lies squarely on
the shoulders of the RUC who re-
cruited him and used him, knour
ingly placing his life in jeopardy.

""We realise the predicament
that this places the Fenton family
circle in. They cannot be held re-
sponsible for Joseph Fenton and
should bear no stigma for his ac-
tion."”

A 2001b car-bomb was driven
into a housing estate used by
crown forces and their families in
Cookstown by the East Tyrone
Brigade. Telephone warnings
were given and the estate was
evacuated. The car-bomb was lat-
er defused.
27th: An RUC inspector was
killed when a 41b bomb exploded
under his car in East Belfast.
MARCH
1st: Volunteers of the IRA’s
Belfast Brigade threw two bombs
into the British army’s North
Howard Street base as members
of a patrol entered the base.
2nd: The railway line between
Belfast and Dublin was attacked
just north of Newry.
4th: Seven members of a joint
British army/RUC patrol were in-
jured as their patrol was leaving
Girdwood Barracks in North
Belfast. Volunteers had earlier
driven a 5001b car-bomb up to the
main gates of the barracks with a
command-wire attached. As a
large force of British soldiers and
RUC personnel were leaving the
base the bomb was detonated.
7th: Claiming responsibility for
shooting dead a local UVF com-
mander, Leslie Dallas, in Coagh
and the regrettable death of two
civilians standing near Mr Dallas
at the time of the attack, Tyrone
Brigade said:

"The object of the attack at
Coagh was Leslie Dallas and his
UVF colleagues (two serving
UDR soldiers named in the IRA
statement who were with Dallas

at the time of the attack). These
three have been involved in the
murder campaign against na-
tionalists and republicans in
East Tyrone and South Derry ar-
eas...

About the ghooting of the two
civilians the IRA said:

""Three armed Volunteers
alighted from a commandeered
vehicle and entered the garage.
One Volunteer kept watch over
the street. When the Volunteers
identified Dallas there were a
number of men with him. As they
opened fire on Dallas, the two
UDR men dived for cover. Austin
Nelson and Ernie Rankin were
killed in the general confusion.”
8th: Two British soldiers were
killed in a landmine attack on
their mobile patrol on-the Bun-
crana Road outside Derry City. A
501b Semtex device concealed in
a roadside embankment explod-
ed, ripping through one of the
two Land-Rovers the soldiers
were travelling in to the perma-
nent border post at Cashquin.’
10th: North Armagh Brigade in-
jured an RUC man in a gun at-
tack on the main Portadown
Road. A leading loyalist from Spa
near Ballynahinch in County
Down was shot and wounded by
the IRA. In a statement they said
they "‘targeted Samuel Mec-
Coubrey because he was behind
the setting up and financing of
the arms factory near Bally-
nahinch which was manufactur-
ing machine-guns for use by loy-
alist death squads”,
13th: A UDR soldier was am-
bushed and wounded by Volun-
teers of the West Tyrone Brigade
near Artigarvan, on the outskirts
of Strabane.
14th: Volunteers from East Ty-
rone Brigade shot and killed a
UDR soldier as he arrived at a
meat factory on the Aughnacoly
Road, near Dungannon.

In Belfast Volunteers carried
out an RPG rocket and gun at-
tack on a British army mobile pa-
trol on the Andersonstown Road.
16th: A UVF commander, John
Irvine, was shot dead at his home

in Shropshire, England

Daring IRA attack on the Parachute Regiment’s Tern Hill base
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in North Belfast. The Belfast
Brigade, claiming responsibility,
said that as part of its stated pol-
icy of “reserving the right to exe-
cute those responsible for either
organising or taking an active
part in sectarian atlacks against
the nationalist community”, the
IRA executed John Irvine for
"playing an instrumental role in
recent sectarian assassinations’’
23rd: Two senior RUC officers on
their way back from a top-level
meeting on cross-border collabo-
ration with Garda chiefs in Dun-
dalk were ambushed and killed
by Volunteers of the South Ar-
magh Brigade. Chief Superinten-
dent Breen and Superintendent
Buchanan were responsible for
the overall co-ordination of RUC
and British army activity in the
South Armagh border area.
Breen had 1,200 personnel under
his command and had played a
leading role in all major
RUC/British army actions, in-
cluding thé wiping out of an
eight-strong IRA unit and a pass-
ing civilian by the SAS at Lough-
gall in May 1987. Breen and
Buchanan were travelling in an
armour-plated Vauxhall Cavalier
on the Edenappa Road near
Jonesboro when they met an IRA
road-block. When they tried to
reverse, IRA Volunteers raked
their vehicle with 12.7mm ma-
chine-gun fire and both RUC
commanders died instantly. Vol-
unteers then searched the car
and recovered a number of secret
RUC intelligence documents.
25th: Fermanagh Brigade
claimed responsibility for a
sniper attack in which an RUC
man was injured as he patrolled
the border village of Belcoo, Fer-
managh.
26th: An RUC man was injured
at hig home in Dundrum in a gun
attack carried out by South
Down Brigade, IRA.
29th: A 3001b car-bomb was
placed outside the main tax office
in Upper Queen Street, Belfast.
After numerous attempts a
British army bomb disposal
squad partially detonated the
bomb, blowing up a bomb-dispos-
al robot and causing structural
damage to surrounding build-
ings.
APRIL
2nd: Volunteers of the Belfast
Brigade carried out a mortar at-
tack on the Grosvenor Road RUC
Barracks. Four mortars were
fired from the back of a comman-
deered vehicle which had been
left in Stanley Street, in full view
of crown forces surveillance cam-
eras.
4th: An RUC man was shot and
injured by two Volunteers as he
drove in his car along the Spring-
field Road in West Belfast.
Volunteers of the Belfast
Brigade, IRA, six hours later det-
onated a small explosive device
in a car as a joint British
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army/RUC patrol moved along
Kennedy Way in West Belfast.
One soldier was injured.
6th: A UDR soldier working as a
part-time security guard for a
North Belfast electrical whole-
salers, was shot and wounded at
his place of work. The attack was
carried out by Belfast Brigade.
The main tax office in Ar-
magh City was devastated by a
2501b car-bomb planted by North
Armagh Brigade.
1ith: Three British soldiers were
injured, one seriously, in a bomb
blast in Derry city centre. In a
daring operation IRA Volunteers
planted a bomb right beside secu-
rity barriers at Strand Road RUC
headquarters. The blast occurred
shortly before midnight as a mo-
bile patrol drew level with a car
parked at the edge of Victoria
car-park on the Strand Road.
12th: A huge van-bomb exploded
prematurely after being placed
beside Warrenpoint RUC Bar-
racks in South Down. A 19-year-
old, Joanne Kelly, working in a
builder suppliers yard next to the
barracks was tragically killed. In
a statement the South Down
Brigade IRA, after detailing the
IRA’s understanding of how the
bomb went off prematurely, went
on to “offer sincerest apologies to
the dead girl's parents and to
those injured. We reject as con-
temptuous the comments British
politicians like Eddie McGrady,
the RUC’s latest recruiting
sergeant for informers, that our
objective was to kill and injure
civilians.”
22nd: William Thompson, a loy-
alist paramilitary, was shot dead
by Volunteers in North Belfast.
In claiming responsibility for
William Thompson’s death, who
the IRA said was involved in the
recent spate of sectarian killings,
they said that “the IRA is not in-
volved in any so-called tit-for-tat
campaign. Any actions taken by
us are directed against those
members of the loyalist sectarian
killer gangs who are waging a
campaign of genocide.”
24th: Belfast Brigade, IRA,
claimed responsibility for a mor-
tar attack on Ballynafeagh RUC
Barracks. A 501b booby-trap, hid-
den in a bin close to where the
mortars were launched, was dis-
covered.
26th: Three anti-personnel
grenades exploded inside North
Howard Street army base.

MAY

In response to the British
army’s continuing militarisation
of the South Armagh area, IRA
units from the South Armagh
Brigade launched in May a series
of attacks against British forces
assisting in this militarisation.
8rd: After observing ten British
soldiers ‘dug in’ in a field lying in
the shadow of Glassdrummond
observation post, IRA Volunteers
commandeered a tractor and

trailer and loaded a half-ton of
explosives aboard. A dummy was
placed in the tractor cab and the
tractor driven into the field were
the soldiers were dug in. The ve-
hicle was pointed in the direction
of the soldiers’ position with the
engine running and the throttle
up. Unfortunately the tractor
struck a pot-hole and veered off
course while still over 50 yards
from the soldiers. Realising the
possibility of scoring a direct hit
now unlikely, they waited until
the vehicle was at its closest
point and detonated the massive
bomb.

A prison officer was killed
when a bomb exploded under his
car. The officer had served in the
British army and the UDR.
North Armagh Brigade claimed
responsibility. i
4th: The following morning at
Cashel a second half-ton bomb
concealed in the roadside ditch,
was detonated by Volunteers of
South Armagh Brigade as part of
a large British army foot-patrol
passed by. One soldier died in the
blast and four sustained injuries.
6th: Five more British soldiers
were injured when a landmine
was detonated as they searched
in and around a derelict house at
Moybane near Crossmaglen,
South Armagh.
7th: Volunteers of the South Ar-
magh Brigade continued their at-
tacks on British forces when they
detonated a landmine as a
British army mobile patrol
moved along the Camlough Road.
Five British soldiers were injured
in the attack.
8th: Two UDR soldiers, travel-
ling in an unmarked van, were
seriously injured in a landmine
attack on their vehicle near
Clogher, County Tyrone.

In Belfast, IRA Volunteers
launched a single mortar at
Grosvenor Road Berracks in
West Belfast.
10th: Three British soldiers were
injured, oze seriously, when Vol-
unteers detonated an anti-per-
sonnel bomb in the Lower Falls
area of West Belfast. In North
Belfast Volunteers were also in
action when they scored a direct
hit with an impact grenade on an
RUC Land-Rover.
11th: Volunteers of the Derry
Brigade, IRA, exploded two
grenades in Rosemount RUC
Barracks.
13th: Glassdrummond observa-
tion post in South Armagh came
under mortar attack. Volunteers
drove a tractor with three primed
mortars on board to within 100
yards of the post. All three de-
vices exploded, causing signifi-
cant damage.

In Derry IRA Volunteers took
part in a rocket and gun attack
on Fort George army base.
16th: Six members of the crown
forces were injured, two serious-
ly, when an anti-personnel bomb

was detonated in Forfar Street,
West Belfast.

17th: Glassdrummond observa-
tion post in South Armagh again
came under attack when IRA Vol-
unteers penetrated security
around the tower to plant an ex-
plosive device beside it and under
the noses of the soldiers.

JUNE

1st: A booby-trap bomb, placed
under an RUC man’s car, explod-
ed after he had parked and
alighted from the vehicle in
Belfast city centre.

2nd: In South Armagh, IRA Vol-
unteers attacked a British army
observation post at Crievekeeran
near Crossmaglen. Volunteers us-
ing heavy machine-guns attacked
the post for 15 minutes, before
withdrawing undetected through
a massive concentration of so-
phisticated bugging and surveil-
lance equipment.

In Belfast, IRA Volunteers
narrowly escaped capture after
an RPG rocket and gun attack on
a British army patrol travelling
along the M1 motorway. As the
Volunteers were withdrawing,
the area was invaded by British
soldiers, forcing them to abandon
their getaway car. The IRA
weapons were captured by the
crown forces.

Bth: Volunteers of the Belfast
Brigade, IRA, carried out a mor-
tar attack on a British army in-
stallation in North Belfast. Four
mortars were launched from the
back of a pick-up van parked less
than 50 yards from the base.

6th: The show-piece in Britain’s
normalisation policy in Belfast’s
revitalised city centre was blast-
ed into a tangle of masonry and
steel by Volunteers who planted a
4001b van-bomb inside the presti-
gious Castle Court. Using forged
passes they drove the bomb into
the guarded complex. The bomb
exploded as British army engi-
neers were trying to defuse it.
7th: Two hand grenades were
thrown at two crown forces tar-
gets on the Antrim Road in North
Belfast by IRA Volunteers.
13th/14th: Volunteers of the
Belfast Brigade, IRA, carried out
two gun attacks on RUC person-
nel and civilian contractors at
Woodbourne RUC Barracks on
two consecutive days.

15th: A British soldier, stationed
in Ballykelly, was seriously in-
jured when a bomb exploded un-
der his car at the Ballysally
housing estate, Coleraine. The
South Derry Brigade, IRA,
claimed responsibility for the at-
tack.

Later that day an IRA Volun-
teer using an automatic rifle shot
and wounded a British soldier
who was part of a patrol moving
through the Ardoyne area in
North Belfast.

One hour after the Ardoyne
attack, in West Belfast, IRA Vol-
unteers detonated a 100Ib bomb



in a derelict building on the
Donegal Road as a joint British
army/RUC patrol passed. Four
soldiers and two RUC men were
injured in the attack, two of the
soldiers seriously.

17th: An IRA Volunteer using a
sniping rifle wounded a British
soldier standing at the corner of
Henry Street, North Belfast.
19th: The IRA’s campaign
against British targets in conti-
nental Europe continued when
their Volunteers breached the
tight security around the British
army’s Quebec barracks in West
Germany to plant five bombs in-
side the base. Volunteers, who
had managed to avoid patrolling
sentries, were placing the last of
the five bombs at one of the ac-
commodation blocks, when a
civilian maintenance worker saw
them and raised the alarm. A
warning shot was fired at the
man and the Volunteers escaped.
Over 800 British soldiers were
evacuated before the bomb at the
accommodation block exploded
15 minutes later. The four re-
maining devices were defused.
The IRA Volunteers, who had
carried 3301bs of Semtex into the
barracks, avoided capture.

21st: One member of a British
army mobile patrol was wounded
when his two-vehicle patrol came
under attack as it made its way
along Lanark Way in West
Belfast.

23rd: British soldiers escaped in-
jury when Volunteers of the IRA
opened fire on them inside North
Queen Street British army/RUC
base in North Belfast.

24th: An impact grenade explod-
ed amidst a crown forces patrol
in Derry City.

27th: Volunteers of the West Ty-
rone Brigade, IRA, executed an
RUC man on the outskirts of
Strabane. The RUC man died
when a booby-trap bomb explod-
ed under his car.

Later that day and not long
after British Direct-Ruler Tom
King visited Derry to promote
the British government’s policy of
normalisation, the IRA’s Derry
Brigade carried out two bomb at-
tacks. In one of the attacks on a
commercial premises on Strand
Road a number of civilians were
injured. The IRA, in their state-
ment, blamed the RUC for com-
placency in dealing with the
bomb. Despite two warnings, in-
forming the RUC of the bomb,
they failed to clear the area. The
bomb exploded 45 minutes after
it was planted, exactly the time
given in the IRA warning. The
second bomb exploded on a hi-
jacked bus abandoned on the
Foyle Bridge.
29th: Volunteers of the Derry
Brigade, IRA, planted bombs on
the main Derry to Belfast line.
Despite several warnings, trains
were allowed to continue on the
line. Due to this, a train suffered

@ IRA ombb ;ﬂé;:k on lﬁst’s High c“o.urt

minor damage when caught in a
blast at Umbra crossings in
County Derry. Again the RUC in
Derry deliberately ignored IRA
warnings about devices planted
and unnecessarily endangered
civilians.

JULY

1st: An RUC member was execut-
ed by Volunteers of the South
Derry Brigade in the village of
Garvagh.

2nd: Less than 24 hours later the
IRA struck again at crown forces
members, this time in the city of
Hanover in West Germany. A
British army corporal had just
gotten into his car when a booby-
trap bomb, attached to the un-
derside of the vehicle exploded,
killing him instantly. Another
booby-trap was discovered at-
tached to a British army
sergeant’s car, parked not far
from the dead soldier’s car.

3rd: Security around Belfast City
Airport was penetrated in the
early hours by Volunteers of the
Belfast Brigade, IRA, who plant-
ed six bombs. The bombs were
placed near two aircraft, a con-
trol tower and a fuel pipeline be-
longing to the aerospace and ar-
maments manufacturers, Shorts
Brothers. Two planes and a con-
trol tower were damaged during
the attack.

7th: North Antrim Brigade
claimed responsibility for a dev-
astating landmine attack on an
RUC mobile patrol on the Antrim
Coast Road, close to Cushendall.
Three RUC personnel sustained
serious injures — one later died
in hospital — from the attack
which blew their armoured-plat-
ed vehicle off the road and into a
nearby field.

14th: Two hand grenades were
thrown into Springfield joint
British army/RUC base in West
Belfast.

Belfast’s main telephone ex-
change in May Street was blast-
ed by an IRA van-bomb. Volun-
teers of the IRA’s Belfast Brigade

managed to transport the 5001b
bomb into Belfast city centre de-
spite a massive and ongoing
search-and-seal operation in the
Marketg area. The bomb explod-
ed as a British army bomb dis-
posal technician was preparing to
deal with it, causing extensive
damage.

16th: The South Armagh
Brigade, IRA, claimed responsi-
bility for the execution of a Coun-
ty Down businessperson, Jack
McAnulty, saying that he had
been an active RUC informer for
17 years. The IRA said that John
McAnulty had regularly contact-
ed his RUC handler in a hotel in
Banbridge and the information
given at these meetings had led
to the capture of weapons, the
pinpointing of safe houses and
the arrest of Volunteers over
many years. One of the men ar-
rested due to McAnulty’s betray-
al was Volunteer Ray McCreesh,
from South Armagh, who died in
the Long Kesh hunger-strike of
1981. McAnulty received immu-
nity from prosecution for motor-
ing offences and smuggling from
the RUC due to his informing
role.

Two RUC members were seri-
ously injured when the ar-
moured-plated vehicle they were
travelling in was hit by two im-
pact grenades. The vehicle was
travelling along Upper Edward
Street in Newry town, when the
IRA launched the attack.

Fermanagh Brigade claimed
responsibility for a bomb blast
which destroyed a garage at Wat-
tlebridge near Newtownbutler.
They also claimed responsibility
for the blast incendiary attacks
which caused thousands of
pounds worth of damage to the
Derryadd Marina near Lis-
naskea.

Two grenades thrown at
Craigavon’s RUC base exploded
ingide the base. North Armagh
Brigade claimed responsibility
for the attack.

21st: A British army bomb di
posal technic'&’an suffered bla
injuries in an®explosion at M,
Bridge, Aughnacloy, as he w
about to deal with a 100Ib bom
planted earlier by Volunteers

the Tyrone Brigade.

24th: Volunteers of the IR4
Derry Brigade detonated a lan
mine as a British army patr
moved along the Letterkent
Road outside Derry City.

29th: The main customs post .
Newry was completely wrecks
when Volunteers of the Sou
Down Brigade, IRA, drove
4001b van-bomb to the front

the building.

31st: IRA units continued to di
rupt the main railway line b
tween Belfast and Dublin, carr
ing out bomb attacks at Newn
on July 28th and 29th, at F
naghy Halt on the outskirts

West Belfast on July 30th, and :
Lurgan on July 31st. All these a
tacks, and the many bomb hoa
es, require large numbers .
British troops to protect the lir
from attack, to search the lir
once a bomb warning is give:
and to seal off an area where
suspect device has been foun
Some of the IRA attacks on t}
line have taken many days 1
clear, keeping the crown forct
busy.

Belfast’s High Court was ba:
ly damaged in a successful IR
bomb attack. Volunteers used
laundry van to carry out their a
tack. The firm that owned tt
van was previously warned {
stop supplying services to Britis
establishments. A 1,0001b bor
was loaded into the van with Vo
unteers accompanying the veh
cle to within 200 yards of the ta
get. The van driver and h:
asgistant were then ordered {
drive as normal into the cou
precincts. A warning was shoute
by the driver after he stopped tt
vehicle at the front of the buils
ing.

AUGUST

4th: Volunteers of the Belfas
Brigade, IRA, carried out a mo
tar attack on Girdwood Britis
army base in North Belfast. U:
ing a hijacked van loaded wit
four mortar tubes, Volunteer
drove the vehicle to a street ¢
the rear of the base. Only two «
the devices fired, both overshoo
ing their target.

10th: South Down Brigade re
ported that their Volunteers dit
covered a British army undercot
er unit operating outside Newr
They said:

"Our Volunteers fired shols a
the identified location of the un
dercover unit in an attempt t
flush them out into a prepare
ambush. But this tactic faile
and because of the presence o
other enemy undercover unit:
our Volunteers withdrew from th
area.”
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12th: Volunteers of the Derry
Brigade planted a bomb in a pub-
lic house in Derry city centre.
The bomb, which had a timer,
was meant to explode as British
soldiers were. searching the area.
The bomb exploded as a British
army bomb disposal unit was
preparing to examine it.

14th: A number of RUC person-
nel were injured in Derry City
when a Volunteer threw a
grenade at them during heavy ri-
oting in the city.

15th: An impact grenade was
thrown at a two-vehicle RUC pa-
trol in Rostrevor, County Down.
The grenade, which struck the
second vehicle in the patrol, ex-
ploded injuring an RUC man.
South Down Brigade claimed re-
sponsibility.

V¥lunteers of the Tyrone
Brigade, IRA, threw grenades
over the perimeter fence of Coal-
island RUC base. As both devices
deténated, covering fire was di-
rected at the base. Earlier Volun-
teers of the same brigade had a
narrow escape when they en-
countered a UDR road-block and
were forced to abandon a bomb
which had been en route to a pre-
determined target. The UDR pa-
trol opened fire on the IRA ASU
as it took evasive action. Volun-
teers returned fire sending the
UDR men running for cover and
enabling the ASU to escape de-
spite an intensive follow-up
search.

North Armagh and Tyrone
brigades, IRA, targeted petrol
stations in Armagh and Dungan-
non after the owners failed to
heed repeated warnings about
supplying the crown forces. Both
stations were extensively dam-
aged in the blasts.
23rd: A 1,0001b van-bomb was
parked outside Downpatrick
RUC base by Volunteers of the
Down Brigade, IRA. The massive
bomb was later defused by

British army borgb disposal tech--

nicians.

26th: Belfast Brigade, IRA,
claimed responsibility for a gun
attack on Oldpark joint
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base in eal,bKen.t, aﬁer an IRA bomb attaci( ‘S

RUC/British army barracks. Us-
ing a van containing hoax mortar
tubes as bait, Volunteers took up
positions at the rear of the base.
When British soldiers emerged
from the base to examine the sus-
pect van Volunteers opened fire,
directing 40 shots at the crown
forces.

28th: A renewed state of alert
was announced by British mili-
tary chiefs in Europe following
the discovery of a booby-trap de-
vice attached to the car of a
British army staff sergeant sta-
tioned in the West German town
of Hanover. An immediate warn-
ing was issued to the 1,800
British servicemen stationed in
the Hanover region.
SEPTEMBER

1st: An IRA ASU shot and criti-
cally injured two British soldiers
based at the British army’s main
German barracks at Munster in
North Germany. The two soldiers
were entering the main barracks
gates when one of three Volun-
teers, sitting in a parked car,
called them over to ask direc-
tions. As they approached the car
a Volunteer opened fire with an
automatic weapon, seriously
wounding both men.

Tth: The IRA, in a statement is-
sued through the Irish Republi-
can Publicity Bureau in Dublin,
claimed responsibility for the
killing of a British army wife who
died in an ambush in Dortmund,
West Germany. The IRA said
they believed the woman to have
been a serving member of the
British forces garrisoned in Dort-
mund. ""The outcome of the opera-
tion reinforces,” the IRA state-
ment added, “a warning we gave
on August 2nd, 1988, for civilians
to stay well clear of British mili-
tary personnel and bases.”

11th: A key British military and
NATO base at Bishopscourt on
the County Down coast was at-
tacked by an IRA ASU using
mortars. The attack began short-
ly before 9pm when Volunteers
drove a large box-type van into
position at Ringawoody cross-
roads, close to the base. At 10pm

all the devices fired and exploded
inside the base, causing
widespread damage and injuring
a number of British military per-
sonnel.

16th: A British officer and sig-
nals expert with almost 20 years’
service in the crown forces was
killed by IRA sniper fire as he re-
paired a radio mast at Coalisland
RUC Barracks in County Tyrone.
A statement from the East Ty-
rone Brigade, IRA, said:

"The Volunteers armed with
automatic rifles, despite a mas-
sive crown forces presence
around the base, were able to
breach security.” Another British
soldier was also wounded in the
attack.
22nd: Volunteers of Oglaigh na
hEireann in England carried out
a devastating attack on a Royal
Marine barracks in Deal, Kent,
which left eleven soldiers dead
and injured many more. After
breaching security around the
base, Volunteers placed a bomb
near one of the buildings inside
the base which collapsed when
the bomb exploded.
23rd: A British soldier was seri-
ously injured when IRA Volun-
teers detonated an anti-person-
nel bomb as a British army
mobile patrol passed along the
Falls Road.
25th: The main railway line be-
tween Belfast and Dublin was
closed after an IRA unit detonat-
ed a bomb on the line near
Newry. Because of this operation
the line remained closed for sev-
eral days.

OCTOBER

1st: Randalstown RUC Barracks,
on the border between counties
Derry and Antrim, was wrecked
when a 500lb bomb exploded at
the front of the barracks. The
IRA’s South Derry Brigade
claimed responsibility for the at-
tack.

2nd: A British soldier carrying
out repair work to a communica-
tions mast at Coalisland bar-
racks in County Tyrone was seen
falling from the aerial at which
he was working when an IRA

Volunteer, in a position close to
the barracks, fired 40 shots from
an automatic rifle. '

4th: The Belfast Brigade, IRA, in
a statement, expressed deep re-
gret at the death of a man shot in
a tragic case of mistaken identity.
The dead man was shot in North
Belfast as he walked along
Chichester Park South. The ini-
tial IRA statement following the
shooting mistakenly identified
the dead man as a former resi-
dent of West Belfast who was ac-
tive as a loyalist agent and who
was responsible for a number of
sectarian attacks as well as intel-
ligence gathering activities on be-
half of the UDA/UFF.

7th: A British army bomb dispos-
al technician was injured while
trying to defuse six mortars in
Derry City.

8th: An RUC superintendent,
who was divisional commander
for the South Down area and an
RUC member since 1956, was ex-
ecuted in Lisburn, when a booby-
trap bomb exploded under his
car.

9th: A British army reservist
identified by South Derry
Brigade as being involved in UVF
sectarian murder squad activi-
ties, was shot dead in the town of
Kilrea.

18th: North Armagh Brigade
claimed responsibility for the ex-
ecution of UVF man, Robert Met-
calf, shot dead at his home on the
outskirts of Lurgan.

21st: One RUC man died and an-
other was critically wounded
when Volunteers of South Ar-
magh Brigade opened up on their
armour-plated car with a heavy

‘ calibre machine-gun. The un-

marked car burst into flames
when it was fired on from the
machine-gun which was mounted
on the back of a tipper truck
parked outside the village of Bel-
lecks.

The main telephone exchange
in Castlewellan, County Down,
was destroyed in a bomb attack.
22nd: A British soldier was
wounded when Volunteers in the
Springfield Road area of West
Belfast opened fire on a crown
forces patrol.
26th: A Royal Air Force non-com-
missioned officer, stationed at
Wildernrath, West Germany, and
his baby daughter died in an IRA
attack on his vehicle. In a state-
ment the IRA said:

""We profoundly regret the
death of the RAF officer’s infant
daughter who was killed and are
certain that our Volunteers were
not aware of the child’s presence
when they opened fire.

""We repeat that there would
be no necessity for IRA attacks in
West Germany or elsewhere were
it not for the British presence in
the North of Ireland.”

In an undeniably daring oper-
ation, South Armagh Brigade
drove a mortar-laden tractor lit-
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erally under the noses of Brit
sentries at the massive Crossma-
glen army base and parked it five
yards from the front gates. Prior
to this at 12 noon, all civilians
had been evacuated from the vil-
lage square by IRA personnel. As
Volunteers walked to waiting
cars all four mortars exploded,
devastating the post.

29th: The inside of Carrickmore
RUC/British army base was
severely damaged as Tyrone
Brigade forced a civilian contrac-
tor working on the base to drive
the 2001b bomb into the barracks

yard. The IRA, after the attack,

reiterated its warning to civilians
working with the crown forces to
desist or face the consequences.

NOVEMBER

2nd: A sustained gun attack was
carried out on an RUC vehicle as
it entered Oldpark RUC Bar-
racks in North Belfast on Thurs-
day, November 2nd.

3rd: Volunteers of the IRA again
succeeded in penetrating massive
security around the RUC’s
Strand Road headquarters, to
plant a 1,0001b bomb against the
base’s perimeter wall. An active
service unit of six Volunteers se-
cured the area surrounding the
base while two drove the van to
the security gate at the corner of
Queen Street and Clarendon
Street where they removed the
lock and drove the van-bomb past
surveillance cameras up to the
barrack's perimeter wall. Despite
the presence of an RUC foot-pa-
trol the Volunteers parked the
vanbomb directly underneath an
observation post While the full
charge did not explode, the ‘con-
trolled explosion’ caused struc-
tural damage to the wall of the
base and the observation post.
4th: Four RUC men and one
British soldier were injured in a
daring IRA ambush on a mobile
patrol in Andersonstown, West
Belfast. Two Volunteers, armed
with an RPG rocket launcher and
an AKM assault rifle, fired at the
rear RUC jeep blowing off its roof
and forcing the injured occupants
to abandon the vehicle.

Tth: RUC assistant chief consta-
ble, David Brooke Mellor, one of
the RUC’s most senior men and
third in rank to Hugh Annesley,
the chief constable, survived an
IRA bomb attack on his home on
the outskirts of the garrison town
of Lisburn.

In their statement claiming
responsibility, the IRA’s Belfast
Brigade said:

"'This operation against a
leading member of the RUC indi-
cates our ability to secure major
intelligence and then to penelrate
the tight security arrangements
surrounding this type of target.
Despite the current smoke-screen
about the leaking of information
to loyalist paramilitaries, de-
signed to suggest that this infor-
mation is being leaked only at the

lowest levels of the RUC, we are
aware that it is in fact RUC offi-
cers of Mellor’s seniority who are
orchestrating these leaks. It is
these people, too, who are directly
responsible for the ongoing mas-
sive destruction of nationalist
homes in raids which amount to
collective punishment of the na-
tionalist community. Those re-
sponsible, like Mellor, cannot ex-
pect to rest comfortably in their
homes while orchestrating the de-
struction of other people’s.”

8th: British soldiers clearing the
rail line near Kilnasaggart
Bridge came under sustained at-
tack from a number of IRA Vol-
unteers from the South Armagh
Brigade. Just as darkness fell the
Volunteers, who had been in posi-
tion for some time, opened fire
with heavy-duty machine-guns
from several different positions
overlooking the railway line.
11th: Volunteers drove a van with
four mortar bombs on board to
the perimeter fence of the RAF's
Aldergrove base in County
Antrim. Despite the base having
‘priority one’ security, the IRA
succeeded in planting another
bomb to thwart British attempts
to prevent the launch. British
army technicians, however, suc-
ceeded in preventing the mortars
from reaching the base by explod-
ing them on the van, causing
widespread damage to the securi-
ty fence.

Two British soldiers sus-
tained serious injuries after they
were caught in the blast from a
hidden 3lb bomb on West Street,
Stewartstown, County Tyrone.
15th:‘The IRA in County Tyrone
killed one of the main suppliers
to crown forces in the Six Coun-
ties. The man died when a booby-
trap bomb exploded under his
car. The IRA stated that the man
had been targeted as part of their
ongoing policy of isolating the
crown forces and ending civilian
collaboration with the British
war-machine. They warned em-
ployees at the man’s firm, Ache-
son and Glover Ltd, that they
would remain targets until their
work for the crown forces ceased.
A statement from solicitors on
behalf of the firm, repudiating
crown forces contracts and giving
an undertaking not to supply ma-
terials to anyone engaging in
crown forces contracts, was is-
sued within 48 hours of the con-
tractor’s death.
17th: Volunteers of the North Ar-
magh Brigade ambushed and
killed a UDR soldier and former
B-Special as he left Drumadd
barracks in County Armagh
18th: A massive IRA landmine
exploded beside a British army
Land-Rover on the outskirts of
Newry, killing three of its four oc-
cupants and critically injuring
another. The four soldiers in the
armoured vehicle were part of a
larger mobile patrol which was

® Aftermath of Derryard checkpoint operation on December 13th 1989

travelling along the main road
between Drumgath and Mayo-
bridge villages in County Down.
Volunteers of the South Down
Command, Oglaigh na hEireann,
observing a mobile patrol and in
control of a command wire, deto-
nated a massive 1,2001b bomb
hidden in a derelict house.

A Military Police staff
sergeant, based at Goojerat bar-
racks in Colchester, England,
headquarters of the 19th In-
fantry, lost both his legs in a boo-
by-trap bomb attack on his car
outside the base’s married quar-
ters. There was severe embar-
rassmeni when the media re-
vealed, in the wake of the blast,
that British defence secretary
and former direct-ruler for the
Six Counties, Tom King, had vis-
ited the barracks the previous
evening. King had told reporters
that he was satisfied with securi-
ty arrangements.

In their statement the IRA
also stated that it targeted Lieu-
tenant General David Ramsboth-
am, commander-in-chief of the
UK Field Army. They stated that
their Volunteers had placed the
3lb Semtex device under Rams-
botham’s car, outside his London
home. It was discovered on
November 14th.
27th: Five bombs were planted in
Shorts Brothers. Three of the

bombs exploded; one at the main
gates and two under a £4 million
aircraft.

The border barracks of
Belleek was severely damaged.
Under cover fire an engineering
unit drove a tractor laden with a
5001b bomb up to the base’s
fence, another unit fired rocket-
propelled grenades and strafed
the base with automatic fire.

Two soldiers were injured
when a 4lb bomb was detonated
as they were entering the Pole-
glass estate on the outskirts of
Belfast.
29th: Two RUC men were in-
jured when a bomb exploded as
they were setting up a vehicle
checkpoint on the New Road,
Derry.

DECEMBER

1st: A British soldier was shot
and seriously injured by Derry
Brigade on the Northland Road.
7th: A 5001b bomb, driven into
the so-called security zone of Lis-
burn, exploded after a 45-minute
warning .

1ith: Serious injuries were sus-
tained by three British soldiers
inside the security zone in Der-
ry’s Bishop Street. The bomb ex-
ploded shortly after the crown
forces moved in to investigate an
earlier bomb blast.

13th: The British army admitted
two soldiers died and two were
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critically injured in one of the
IRA’s most brilliantly executed
operations. Twelve Volunteers,
eleven in the back of a lorry, one
driving a 400lb bomb, ap-
proached the Derryard check-
point on the Fermanagh/Mon-
aghan border. With military
precision the Volunteers firstly
shot a British soldier on the road,
then they simultaneously opened
fire with a general purpose ma-
chine-gun on a fortified outpost,
rocket-propelled grenades and a
general purpose machine-gun
were fired at the main observa-
tion post and a flame-thrower
was used against the other look-
out post at the base. After plac-
ing a bomb against the outpost
the lorry was reversed through
the re-inforced steel gates into
the compound’s yard. The Volun-
teers strafed the base after the
British soldiers refused to sur-
render when called on to do so.
The van bomb was then driven

W
army/R
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UC barracks, following an IRA bomb

into place and as the Volunteers
began to withdraw, a Wessex he-
licopter approached, but took cov-
er after fire was directed at it.
Fire was also directed at soldiers
who opened fire on the lorry. A
3001b bomb was left on board the
lorry before it was abandoned a
few hundred yards down the

1990

JANUARY

2nd: UDA/UFF Inner Council
member, Harry Dickie, was exe-
cuted by Belfast Brigade when a
booby-trap bomb, placed by Vol-
unteers under his car in the
Sydenham area of East Belfast,
exploded.

Claiming responsibility for
the attack Belfast Brigade,
Oglaigh na hEireann said:

"As a member of the Inner
Council, Dickie bore a major re-
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sponsibility for the murder and
mayhem carried out by the
UDA/UFF against the national-
ist community and has now paid
for his activities.”

8rd: A British soldier, a member
of the UDR, was seriously in-
jured when a bomb exploded un-
der his car in the Rainey Street
car park, Magherafelt.

Two British soldiers were in-
jured, one of them seriously,
when an anti-personnel mine
was detonated as they passed a
derelict house at the junction of
Brompton Park and Etna Drive
in the Ardoyne area.
9th: A long-serving member of
the British army’s Ulster Defence
Regiment in Castlederg, County
Tyrone, was executed.
10th: Five members of the crown
forces sustained blast injuries in
Belfast in separate bomb attacks
against two crown forces patrols.
In the first attack Volunteers in
control of a command wire deto-

nated a landmine as three sol-
diers were passing, twg were se-
riously injured.

Less than two hours later »
British soldier and an RUC man
sustained serious blast injuries
when two eut of three jeeps
which were travelling down the
Springfield Road towards the
Henry Taggart Barracks, sus-
tained direct hits from impact
grenades.
13th: Volunteers of the Tyrone
Brigade breached top-level secu-
rity at Lisinelly Barracks at
Gortin Road, Omagh. Volunteers,
under cover from a second armed
ASU, breached the base’s perime-
ter defences to plant a 1501b
bomb at soldiers’ living quarters.
The bomb exploded after the Vol
unteers withdrew.
15th: Tyrone Brigade, IRA, re-
duced another fortified British
army/RUC base to rubble. Sion
Mills barracks in Tyrone came
under attack when Volunteers
calmly drove a 1,0001b bomb
right up to its perimeter fence
and gave a 50-minute warning.

A second 1,000lb landmine
was placed four miles away in-
tended for British army and RUC
re-inforcements.
17th: Volunteers of the Belfast
Brigade demonstrated their abili-
ty to breach Belfast city centre
security by planting a 3501b car-
bomb at the Victoria commercial
centre just off Chichester Street.
Claiming responsibility for the
attack the IRA said:

"The economic bombing at-
tack using a 3501b car bomb car-
ried out by our Volunteers in
Chichester Street this morning
indicates our unhampered ability
to penetrate high security zones
despite all the paraphernalia of
crown forces surveillance and
road-blocks.

"The Victoria cenire, like the
nearby Castle Court complex, is a
Jewel in the crown of the Belfast
is Buzzing’ campaign. This pro-
motion is a politically-motivated
sham used by the British govern-
ment lo portray Belfast as a place
of increasing normality and pros-
perity, while in reality the prob-
lems of repression, discrimina-
tion and poverty remain, as ever,
outside the city centre facade. To-
day’s attack highlights that
hypocrisy and sham. The IRA
will continue to highlight it in
1990."
22nd: A senior RUC commander,
stationed at Middletown Bar-
racks and attached to the RUC’s
Divisional Command in Armagh,
was executed at his Kilburn Park
home on the outskirts of Armagh
City.
20th: A British army corporal,
attached to the Ulster Defence
Regiment, sustained critical blast
injuries when a booby-trap bomb
exploded under his car in the
Plumbridge area of County Ty-
wone,

—
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22nd: A daring IRA operation in-
side Belfast city centre’s security
zone narrowly failed to destroy
an RUC base and kill its contin-
gent of crown forces personnel
when a British army unit discov-
ered a powerful 251b Semtex
bomb with only hours left on its
timing mechanism. The discovery
of the bomb, which had been
planted in a snooker club adja-
cent to Queen Street Barracks,
meant that British army techni-
cians defused it. They described
it as being powerful enough to
wipe out the base and all its oc-
cupants.

27th: Lisbellaw crown forces
base in Fermanagh was the tar-
get of a 500lb IRA bomb. Severe
damage was caused to the base
in the attack.

28th: An explosion aimed at
crown forces monitoring the
Bloody Sunday march from Der-
ry city walls tragically claimed
the life of a young Strabane
youth, Charles Love, when a
piece of masonry struck him sev-
eral hundred yards from the
blast.

FEBRUARY

2nd: The British normalisation
policy was attacked when IRA
Volunteers succeeded in planting
a bomb in the Castle Court com-
plex in Belfast’s city centre in
spite of a massive crown forces
saturation of the area for the pre-
vious two weeks.

7th: Volunteers of Belfast
Brigade breached security at the
Shorts Aerospace complex in
East Belfast. A bomb exploded in
one of the hangars on the site. In

; -
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a statement the IRA said:

"The weapons division of
Shorts is an integral part of the
British military establishment,
and as such, is a prime largel.
Only last week RAF personnel
were in Shorts taking part in a
missile test-firing exercise.”

They later said that ““we re-
serve the right, as in the past, to
target individuals who play e
significant role in the mainte-
nance of the British war-ma-
chine”.

A British soldier suffered se-
rious blast injuries in Belfast
when the mobile patrol with
which he was travelling was
blasted by a landmine in the Turf
Lodge area of West Belfast.
11th: Three soldiers were injured,
one of them seriously, when a
Gazelle helicopter was shot from
the sky in the townland of Gala
between Augher and Aughnacloy,
near the Tyrone/Monaghan bor-
der.

In their statement on the at-
tack, the IRA’s Mid-Ulster
Brigade revealed that the heli-
copter had come under sustained
gunfire from a five-person ASU
and that one soldier had suffered
serious gunshot wounds in the
attack.
17th: Two British soldiers suf-
fered blast injuries when their
mobile patrol was caught in an
IRA landmine attack at Dunmur-
ray Lane on the outskirts of West
Belfast.

The 7001b bomb blast, which
was heard over a wide area, came
shortly before midnight as a two-
vehicle patrol drove al

A

Dunmurray Lane not far from
the massive Woodbourne British
army/RUC base.
21st: Soldiers escaped irjury
when a booby-trap device fell
from their Sherpa van and ex-
ploded in the roadway in Leices-
ter city centre, England. A
sergeant attached to the Women'’s
Royal Army Corps and a
sergeant attached to the Cold-
stream Guards had driven off
from the nearby joint British Ser-
vices Recruiting Centre and had
travelled less than 50 yards
when the device detonated.
Volunteers of the Fermanagh
Brigade ferried a single mortar
bomb on board a commandeered
tractor to within yards of Kinaw-
ley crown forces base’s perimeter.
The device was positioned to
blast straight into the base. Con-
siderable damage was caused to
the base’s defences.
23rd: The IRA in South Down
said in a statement that one of
their units bombed Newry Rail-
way Station. The statement read:
"The bomb attack which was
directed at Newry Railway Sta-
tion was part of our ongoing cam-
paign aimed at drawing crown
forces from their bases and tying
up large numbers of troops and
explosive technicians in lengthy
clearance operations. As has been
stated before this attack, as with
all others on the railway, thisisa
military tactic which we have
used and will continue to use to
our advantage. These atlacks are
not an attempt to close down the
railways or permanently sever
cross-border my

carrying out bombing operations
with a view to totally severjng
cross-border connections are the
British.”

MARCH

4th: The main crown forces base
in the County Tyrone village of
Stewartstown came under attack
from several IRA active service
units, who virtually took over the
village. The IRA used a 600-gal-
lon capacity slurry tanker to
douse the main fortified building
with a mixture of petrol and
diesel liquid, which was set
alight. Retreating crown forces
came under RPG grenade and
AKM assault rifle attack.

8th: A British soldier, attached to
the Ulster Defence Regiment and
working part-time on crown
forces refurbishment contracts, .
was executed by Volunteers of
the Tyrone Brigade, IRA, as he
drove a lorry belonging to the
contractors Henry Brothers of
Magherafelt, on Thursday, March
8th. The company persistently
worked for the crown forces.
20th: Two bombs exploded in the
heart of Shorts Missile Division
in East Belfast in spite of the
base being on full alert after oth-
er recent attacks. The two bombs
that exploded caused damage to
the complex, but another bomb
failed to explode.

24th: Two undercover British op-
eratives were killed in a careful-
ly-executed ambush in the town
of Cappagh, County Tyrone. The
TRA had been monitoring eight
unmarked crown forces vehicles
which were tracking an IRA com-
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unteers were involved in luring
the crown forces into the am-
bush. Following a chase through
the village, one of the IRA cars
drew alongside one of the chasing
unmarked cars and shot dead the
two occupants. Coming under fire
from other British soldiers which
they hadn’t anticipated, the Vol-
unteers withdrew from the area
under covering fire from the oth-
er Volunteers. An immediate cov-
er-up by the British war-machine
could not prevent local eyewit-
nesses and journalisis backing-
up the IRA statement of crown
forces casualties,
25th: One of the most modern
and supposedly invulnerable
British barracks in the Six Coun-
ties was severely damaged in an
IRA bombing operation. The Gal-
“gorm Road base in the County
Antrim town of Ballymena was
rocked by a 1,000lb bomb. Volun-
teers had driven the device right
up to the base’s front gates where
it was placed adjacent to a sentry
box.
26th: A jeep containing a mas-
sive one ton device was driven
along a road opened to facilitate
contractors working on the Cas-
tlederg British army/RUC base,
in West Tyrone. Volunteers then
cut the security fencing around
the barracks and drove the jeep
into the main yard, where it was
parked against the main bar-
racks wall and directly beneath
surveillance cameras. A massive
device ripped through the base
reducing it to rubble.
28th: An RUC man was executed
by asnumber of Volunteers armed
with, assault rifles, on the out-
skirts of Armagh City.
APRIL
9tH: In a devastating military op-
eration which sent shock waves
through the British political/mili-
tary establishment, Volunteers of
the South Down Brigade detonat-
ed a massive 1,0001b landmine
killing four and injuring a fur-
ther four members of the British
army attached to the UDR. The
second of two armoured jeeps, in
a routine military patrol, was
completely blown apart when it
caught the full force of the mas-
sive bomb which had been care-
fully hidden in a culvert on the
main Ballyduggan Road into
Downpatrick.
12th: Two bombs exploded inside
the Castle Court complex a week
before it was due to open.
Widespread damage was caused
by the bombs.
15th: South Down Brigade exe-
cuted an informer, Eoin Morley,
in the Meadow Estate, Newry, af-
ter he had ignored several warn-
ings to leave the country and had
passed on information about Vol-
unteers and matgrials to another
organisation.
22nd: At least one British soldier
suffered head injuries in an IRA
rocket attack which crippled an
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@ Scene of IRA landmine attack near Downpatrick on April 9th 1990

armoured jeep in the Turf Lodge
area of West Belfast. Allowing
the first of two jeeps to pass by, a
Volunteer armed with an RPG,
broke cover and from less than
15 yards fired a single rocket
which scored a direct hit on a
British army jeep. A second Vol-
unteer then opened fire providing
cover for their withdrawal.

In their statement on the op-
eration, the IRA said:

“All of the evidence available
to us suggests that soldiers were,
at the very least, severely injured
in the vehicle. These facts, cou-
pled with the reluctance of the
RUC to provide information to
the media until several hours of-
ter the operation, and then only
after our first statement had
reached the media, taken along-
side the recent cover-up in Cap-

pagh, begs the question of the ex-

istence of a high-level policy
decision to minimise the damag-
ing effect of successful IRA opera-
tions whenever possible.”

27th: A leading contractor, Ken-
neth Graham, involved in build-
ing and refurbishing work at
British military installations,
was executed when Volunteers of
the South Down Brigade, IRA,
booby-trapped his car with a 2Ib
Semtex bomb.

28th: A British soldier sustained
serious leg injuries when Volun-
teers of the South Armagh
Brigade opened fire on a heavily
fortified border spy-post near the
village of Silverbridge not far
from Crossmaglen.

2nd: Despite heavy crown forces
activity, armed Volunteers pene-
trated high security at the Terri-
torial Army base in Lisburn to
booby-trap a British army jeep.
Under cover from a back-up ASU,
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Volunteers planted a 5lb Semtex
device on the vehicle. A mechanic
working on the vehicle a short
time after the device was planted
suffered very serious blast in-
juries.

The IRA in Derry launched a
mortar bomb attack on the RUC's
Derry Strand Road headquarters.
4th: Three bombs placed inside
the British army base at Langen-
hagen, Hanover, Germany, were
defused after the Volunteers were
spotted planting them. Despite
this, they made good their es-
cape.
5th: A British soldier, who was
part of a contingent of troops se-
creted in a dug-out near the
South Armagh village of Cully-
hanna, was shot dead when an
IRA unit, acting on accurate in-
telligence reports, surrounded
and ambushed the trocps. A
500lb bomb, left at the outckirts
of a nearby village in the hope of
catching British army reinforce-
ments, had to be detonated when
it became apparent that the
crown forces had spotted the de-
vice.
14th: Seven employees at the
headquarters of the British Army
Educational Institute, in Court
Road, Eltham, South-East Lon-
don, sustained blast injuries in
an IRA attack which badly dam-
aged the base. The IRA’'s ASU in-
volved managed to evade security
to the extent of being able to bury
the powerful 10lb Semtex device
in the grounds adjacent to the
building. »

In its statement on the opera-
tion, the IRA also claimed re-
sponsibility for an attack in
February on a British army re-
cruiting office in Halifax.
15th: An RUC mobile patrol trav-
elling along Copperfield Street,

inside the staunchly loyalist
Tiger’s Bay area of North Belfast,
was destroyed and the occupants
injured when a Volunteer, under
cover from an armed comrade,
walked to within three yards of a
jeep and lobbed an impact
grenade into the side of the vehi-
cle.
16th: In London, just after 5pm,
the IRA struck at a British army
recruiting centre in Wembley.
Two British army sergeants were
driving their van away when a
bomb destroyed the van, killing
one and seriously injuring the
other. The blast occurred near
the back of the centre at the cor-
ner of Thurlow Gardens and Har-
row Road in the London suburb.
21st: A British soldier sustained
blast injuries when the mobile
patrol with which he was travel-
ling came under grenade attack
in Turf Lodge, West Belfast.
22nd: An RUC man was shot and
critically injured in a daring IRA
gun attack on a fortified crown
forces position inside Derry City’s
exclusion zone close to the city’s
Strand Road RUC headquarters.
27th: Following the shooting of
two Australians in a case of mis-
taken identity the IRA said:
"The Irish Republican Army
accepts responsibility for the
death of two Australian men in
Roermond last night. The active
service unit involved in the shoot-
ing tragically mistook the men
for British army personnel. This
tragedy we deeply regret.”
JUNE

1st: Volunteers identified and
then ambushed three British sol-
diers awaiting a train in Lich-
field railway station in Stafford-
shire, England.

One of the soldiers, stationed
at the Prince of Wales training
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division depot in Whittington
Barracks, died and the other two
were injured.

Less than five hours after the
operation in Lichfield, Volunteers
of the IRA served a timely re-
minder to British troops that
there is "no safe haven" when
they executed a British army ma-
jor in the German town of Dort-
mund. The dead man, serving
with the Royal Artillery was sta-
tioned at the main British army
base on the Rhine at Dortmund
Barracks.
4th: Derry Brigade carried out
the bomb attack which injured
one person working on the site of
a proposed RUC base at Lis-
nagelvin. Work had just resumed
on the site which has been lying
partially constructed since 1986
after the IRA forced construction
work to be abandoned.
6th: Belfast Brigade, IRA,
claimed responsibility for the the
bomb explosion which killed ex-
RUC man James Sefton and his
wife Ellen in North Belfast.

Fermanagh Brigade said they
ambushed British troops in an

armoured personnel carrier, with
rocket and gun attack, injuring
one goldier, in Kinawley..

10th: A bomb ripped through a
mess hall at the Headquarters of
the Honourable Artillery Compa-
ny in London’s City Road. The
midnight bomb explosion in the
base’s main mess hall injured a
number of people who were at-
tending a function at the army
company’s headquarters.

A British soldier sustained
very serious injuries when a boo-
by-trap bomb ripped through his
car in Lisnaskea, County Fer-
managh.
12th: An explosion which caused
severe damage to the Hampshire
home of the Tories’ top financier
was carried out by Volunteers op-
erating in England.
14th: A military training centre
used by the British army was de-
stroyed by the IRA in a bomb at-
tack in Hamelin, West Germany.
The building, including a lecture
hall, was severely damaged in
the explosion.
16th: British cover-ups of injuries
received by their forces in the

war was again highlighted by
North Armagh Brigade's attack
on British soldiers on the railway
line near Lurgan. Three British
soldiers were injured in the ex-
plosion but the authorities said
that there were no British army
injuries, despite one local eye-
witness seeing a blanket being-
placed over a soldier lying on the
ground.

21st: An explosion caused dam-
age at RAF Stanmore Park in
northwest London on Thursday,
June 21st. The bomb, inside the
base’s security fence, was spotted
before it exploded at 9.35am,
wrecking a hut and sending hun-
dreds of British soldiers scurry-
ing for cover.

The James’s Street area of
Cookstown was devastated by a
bomb blast.

In Belfast a lone Volunteer
lobbed an impact grenade which
damaged one of three jeeps trav-
elling along the Stewartstown
Road in West Belfast.

In Fermanagh a border cus-
toms posts outside Newtownbut-
ler was completely destroyed by

Volunteers of the South Fer-
managh Brigade.

25th: Claiming responsibilityafor
the bombing of the British Tory
Carlton Club in London, the IRA
said that it had “brought the war
directly to those who keep the
British army on the streets and in
the fields of Ireland”.The club,
which Thatcher is a member of,
was devastated in the attack.
27th: Two RUC men responding
to a hoax call were injured when
they walked into a carefully laid
IRA trap in Armagh.

28th: A British soldier, in
Pomeroy, County Tyrone, was se-
riously injured after being shot
three times by a lone Volunteer
who opened fire on a British
army patrol with an assault rifle.
30th: Two RUC members were
killed in a gun attack inside
Belfast city centre’s so-called se-
curity zone. Volunteers armed
with hand-guns, stepped from po-
sitions of cover beside the Castle
Street steel security gates and
executed the two within 50 yards
of their heavily fortified city cen-
tre base. ®
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