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Beannachtaí na hAthbhliana dÆr lØitheoirí go lØir� National Draw ticket for the Ard-Fheis raffle. The fundsraised were seized by the Special Branch.

ON Monday, November15 last following thatweekend�s RepublicanSinn Féin Ard-Fheis inDublin members of the26-County SpecialBranch went to the hotelvenue and seized�11,000 of theorganisation�s funds.The political police hadno warrant, did notbother to count themoney and gave noreceipt to the hotel staff.The money grabbed in thishigh-handed fashion was theproceeds of the annual PrivateMembers� Draw held at theArd-Fheis as well as moneycollected at the Ard-Fheisballad session on the Saturdaynight. The money had been leftin the hotel safe overnight andwhen Republican Sinn Féinofficers went to collect it thehotel staff informed them that ithad been handed out followingdemands by members of theSpecial Branch.Since then Republican SinnFéin has been acting through asolicitor to retrieve the fundswhich were seized in such abrazen manner. The subsequentcorrespondence with DetectiveSuperintendent DiarmuidO�Sullivan of the SpecialBranch reveals the real purposeof the seizure: to try to cripplethe Republican Sinn Féinorganisation financially bydragging out the process ofreturning the funds.Initially the Special Branchchief demanded to know wherethe money came from andthrough the solicitor acting forRepublican Sinn Féin arrangedto meet with the NationalTrustees. The DetSuperintendent was informedby the solicitor that the moniesincluded £4,900 sterling and�3,800 from the annual drawand the Ard-Fheis function anda meeting between the Branch,the solicitor and the Trusteeswas arranged for December 13.This meeting was thencancelled by the Special Branchwho claimed they had to be �incourt� on the day. Noalternative date was proposedand no further attempt toarrange a meeting was made bythem. Meanwhile the SpecialBranch attempted to harass oneof the National Treasurers at hishome in Dublin. As a result thesolicitor acting for theorganisation wrote to the

Special Branch and stated thatall dealings with his clientsshould be made through him.In another change of tackthe Branch then wrote the letterreproduced here on December17 last expressing their�concerns regarding the futureuse of this money� (our italics).As the national draw funds areessential to the running ofRepublican Sinn Féin�s Ard-Oifig and administration andthis would be obvious to anyreasonable adult, this is clearlya further attempt by the SpecialBranch to drag out theproceedings for another fewweeks.Republican Sinn Féincontested the 26-County localelections in 2004 and will becontesting Údarás naGaeltachta elections on April 2next so the need for funds isespecially important. No doubtif the facts outlined above wererevealed in relation to theUkraine or any other countrywith a political police/secretpolice there would be an outcryin the international media aboutdemocracy being denied andsuppressed.As Republican Sinn Féinendeavours to secure the returnof its funds from the 26-CountyState the organisation makes aspecial appeal to members,supporters and friends to cometo our aid financially. TheRepublican cause must beprotected come what may.

� Letter from the Dublin Special Branch, dated December17, 2004, admitting their possession of the Republican SinnFéin funds. Note their �concerns regarding the future useof this money�.

SpecialBranchseize�11,000

Republican Sinn FØin funds grabbed
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For a fullBritish 
withdrawalfrom 

Ireland

OUR AIMS
For a full British withdrawal fromIreland . . . The establishment of atrue 32-County FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISTREPUBLIC . . . The establishment ofa new all-Ireland parliament,completely outside the presentpartitionist set-up, to oversee therunning of the new neutral non-aligned Ireland . . . 

OUR HISTORY
Formed in 1905 . . . We are the oldestpolitical organisation in the country . .. Organised throughout the 32Counties . . . We have continuouslyrejected the failed political entities ofthe Six and 26 Counties in existencesince the British partitioned our country . . .

� is committed to supporting prisoners for which  CABHAIR is responsible
� is generating publicity in support of Irish national independence. 

We need your support. Our website address is:
http://irishfreedom.net
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Results of Dublin raffle
DECEMBER Draw results were as follows: 1st prize ticket no
343; 2nd prize 203; 3rd prize 316; 4th prize 032; 5th prize
389; 6th prize 266; 7th prize 117; 8th prize 131; 9th prize 234;
10th prize 049; 1th prize 332; 12th prize 424.
JANUARY Draw results were as follows: 1st prize ticket no
111; 2nd prize 261; 3rd prize 265; 4th prize 110; 5th prize
391; 6th prize 241; 7th prize 483; 8th prize 005.

New Cumann inDungannonA NEW Republican Sinn Féin cumann has beenestablished in Dungannon. The McKearney/McCaughey cumman was formed by trueRepublicans with the aims of promoting Republican ideals andthe ÉIRE NUA proposals. Too often people perceive the actions of another party alsoclaiming to be Sinn Féin (the Provisonal Movement) as theactions of Republicans. This is not so, the Provisonal Movementhas made U-turns on all Republican principles and hascompleted its treachery by administering British rule in thenorth through Stormont and aiding the 26-County statelet bypartaking in its farce government at Leinster House, coupledwith the fact that they are systematically destroying the armsgiven to the Irish people to help win their freedom shows themfor what they are. Republican Sinn Féin is the only organisation totallycommitted to Republican principles and the reunification ofIreland. Our blueprint for a new Ireland � ÉIRE NUA � is afair deal for peace and justice in Ireland but before this deal canbe realised Ireland must throw off the shackles of foreignoppression and we in Republican Sinn Féin are committed tobringing about British withdrawal. In Dungannon we will be working on social issues, givingour alternative to the failed policing and justice system. We willnot only be tackling national issues but issues that affect peopleat the grass roots in our area, as we know Dungannon has hadserious problems with anti-social behaviour and  is affected byother problems � the lack of health cover since the closure of thehospital, the state of our roads, the coming water charges. These are just some of the issues our Cumann hope to makean impact on and we will also be campaigning on behalf ofRepublican prisoners and their dependants raising funds andselling our paper SAOIRSE. we call on all those in the EastTyrone area that call themselves Republican to stand with us inthe search for peace, justice and freedom.Liam Mellows remembered in WexfordON December 12, 2004 Republican Sinn Féin held a wreath-laying ceremony at the grave of Irish patriot Liam Mellows inCastletown, Co Wexford. Robbie Kearns laid a wreath on behalfof the Pádraig Ó Pearaill Cumann, Wexford and Billy Phillipslaid a wreath on behalf of the Republican Movement.Media abuseTHE use of the media by the police to demonisepeople in advance of a court hearing is adisgraceful practice that must be curbed by thejudiciary, the Munster Executive of RepublicanSinn Fein said on December 7. RSF Munster spokesperson Joe Lynch from BallinacurraWeston in Limerick said that the media is now effectively anarm of the police and the Dublin Administration.�They can demonise and write untrue stories about men andwomen who are due to appear in court and no one seems to cryhalt,� he said.  �People are malignedand blackened in advance of a court imposed sentence. Thistype of coverage engineered by the police can only be describedas an attempt to interfere with the course of justice.�Surely it is time that the judiciary stood up to this type ofmedia coverage and pointed out that some restraints have to beput in place. The latest example of this disgraceful media frenzyis the case of Joe Fee who is being sentenced today but inadvance the News of the World and the Sunday World carriedextensive claims that could not possibly be true.�This type of biased and unfounded coverage places thelives of peace monitors like Joe Fee in danger � and it could leadto others being kidnapped or killed in countries where conflictis rife.
�The judiciary must take a stand against this demonising ofpeople and point out to the media that such coverage is in factan attempt to influence not only public opinion, but the judges.�

The honorees for this year�sAwards will be:Dr Eileen Metress Ph.Dwill receive the Pearl FlannerySpirit Of Freedom Award.Eileen earned her Masters andPhD in anthropology from theUniversity of Toledo, Ohio.She co-authored five books,worked with Irish Republicanorganisations and made tenfact finding visits to the SixOccupied Counties during the1980s and 1990s. 
Fr Lawrence E. Lucas willreceive the Sr Sarah ClarkeHuman Rights Award. FrLawrence is the Department ofCorrections AdministrativeChaplin of Catholic Affairs atRiker's Island NYC. FrLawrence is an outspokenactivist on behalf of prisonersrights everywhere and anequally outspoken foe ofcolonialism everywhereincluding Ireland. 
John Mc Donagh willreceive the Michael FlannerySpirit of Freedom Award. Johnhas been co-host of Radio FreeÉireann on WBAI everySaturday for 18 vital yearswhere the voice of IrishFreedom has been heard andcontinues to be heard. He isalso the publicity director forCumann Na Saoirse Náisiúnta

and has established himself asa reliable source ofinformation regarding Irishpolitical affairs. John alsodabbles in political satire, anti-war activities and Yellow Cabpolitics.The theme for the 2005Awards Dinner will include: � A commemoration of ourdeceased comrades PeterFarley and  George Harrisonand a celebration of their lives. � The marking of thecentennial of Sinn Fein, theoldest Irish political party         � The Americancontribution to the struggle fora United Ireland Gaelic andFree. Peter Farley and GeorgeHarrison were theconsummate Irish Republicanactivists. They gave theirsupport unstintingly to thecause of Irish freedom andbecause of their examples andwork we felt their loss all themore. Pete's work left us a richlegacy of historical IrishRepublican recordings. 
George, who was a co-founder of Cumann na Saoirseand patron of Republican SinnFéin took up the cause of thedowntrodden and foughttyranny everywhere and in theprocess spread the word aboutthe cause of Ireland. They

counted amongst their friendsRuairi Ó Brádaigh and NelsonMandela and the late MikeFlannery, Joe Stynes, Dáithi ÓConaill, Máire Drumm andmany other honorable womenand men of many cultures.  
Sinn Féin is Ireland'soldest political party and it hasbeen survived internal splitsand external attacks since itsfounding in 1905. It has beeninfiltrated by foreigninfluences and betrayed byhomegrown opportunists. 
The truly remarkable thingabout today's Republican SinnFéin (RSF) is that it hassurvived and does not acceptany British arrangements forIreland, but remains faithful toits Irish Republican principles.Despite the states' directedintimidation at home, andexternal British and US

manipulations, RSF diligentlycontinues to promote ÉIRENUA (New Ireland), an Irish-crafted and visionary peaceplan to re-unite Irelandwithout coercion and withmaximum devolution ofpower, under a federation ofits four historic provinces, inthe context of a Britishdeclaration of intent towithdraw from Ireland.  
Tickets for the 10thAnnual Awards TestimonialDinner are $75.00 per personor $750.00 per table. Pleasemake every effort to attendand try to take an Ad in thejournal. For ticket informationplease call Bob Loughman(845)-354-2473. For Adjournal information pleaserefer to attached Ad. JournalOrder Form or call Mike at(732) 441-2679 or email:nifcmem@irishfreedom.net.

Annual Michael Flannery
Testimonial Awards Dinner

The 10th Michael Flannery Testimonial Awardsdinner will be held at the Astoria World Manor, 25-22 Astoria Boulevard, Astoria, NY on FridayJanuary 28, 2005, 7.00 -12.00pm.     

� Michael Flannery as Grand Marshal of the 1983 NewYork St Patrick�s Day Parade.



He said: �Republican SinnFein roundly denounces thosewho vandalised the SeánRussell monument in Dublin�sFairview Park over theChristmas period. Those whocarried out this mindless attackdisplayed a lack of even a mostbasic political understanding ofSeán Russell or Irishrevolutionary history. �Seán Russell was presentat the foundation of the IrishVolunteers in 1913. He was�out� in 1916 and was a memberof the GHQ Staff of the IRAduring the Tan war. He opposed

the �Treaty of Surrender� andplayed an active part in the civilwar/counter-revolution of1922/23 and remained an activeRepublican up to his death in1940. �Russell was a separatistand a Fenian and should beviewed in the same context asRoger Casement in 1916.Russell�s sole politicalmotivation was �Breaking theconnection with England� andsecuring Ireland�s right tonational independence.�It is ironic that Russellshould be now labelled a

�fascist�, following theunveiling of the statue in 1951,which was modelled on aphotograph of Sean Russellspeaking at Tara, Co Meath atEaster 1938 which showed himholding his speech in one handwhilst extending the other inmaking a rhetorical point, theextended arm was viewed as a�communist salute� and wasbroken off the statue onnumerous occasions leading tothe remodelling of the statue. �Both sets of vandals, be itthose who in the 1950s viewedit as a pro-communist symbolor those more recent vandalswho have labelled Sean Russellas a �fascist� both display anequal ignorance and completelack of any politicalunderstanding or maturity.�
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�What is the problem of theProvos? If they are doingsomething, and announcing itpublicly, of which they are notashamed, then they should haveno difficulty in having itphotographed, or even filmed.�If, on the other hand, theyare ashamed of what they aredoing, then they should not bedoing it at all; they should notbe destroying arms, or inBritish terms�decommissioning�.

�Their real problem is thattheir rank and file and theirsupporters have been persuadedthat it is useless weapons onlythat are being destroyed,�rusty�, �broken�, �out-of-date�; that �not all� of theirarms are subject to destructionand they are getting �betterweapons� in place of those lost.�Now is the moment oftruth. What we have beenwitnessing over the years is thegradual surrender � collapse is a

better description � of a well-equipped army in the fieldwhich still held the initiative.Their voluntary destruction ofarms is without precedent inIrish history.�Worse still has been thepolitical surrender. TheProvisionals have acceptedpartition and British rule here.They have administeredStormont and declaredthemselves willing to join andgive direction to the Englishpolice against those who wouldcontinue the struggle.�In any other country the

whole sorry spectacle ofcollaboration with foreignoccupation would be called�treachery�. Republican SinnFéin is not afraid � in spite ofintimidation on the ground � togive it its proper title.�From the outset in 1986we forecast where the directionthe Provos undertook thenwould lead. Completeabsorption into the Britishsystem in Ireland would be theend result, we stated at the time.Unfortunately for thoseinvolved in the struggle and forall affected by it, we have been

proved correct in ourassessment.�The Republican Sinn Féinalternative remains a four-province federal Ireland,including a nine-county Ulster,and a pluralist society. Theflawed Stormont Agreement of1998 continues to beunworkable, six-and-a-halfyears later.
�Because it does notaddress the basis cause of theconflict, that Agreement willremain unworkable in the longterm.�

�The problem of the Provos: Deception�
IN A statement on December 11, Ruairí ÓBrádaigh, President, Republican Sinn Féin, said:

� Ruairí Ó Brádaigh

�As we in Republican SinnFéin embark on this thecentenary year of thefoundation of Sinn Féin in 1905it is necessary to point out thatwhilst other politicalorganisations such as FineGael, Fianna Fail, TheWorker�s Party and theProvisionals may attempt to layclaim to the right of celebratingthis centenary, Republican SinnFein are the sole inheritors ofthe Sinn Fein mantle. �We have an unbrokencontinuity over the past 100years. In that 100 yearsnumerous groups have brokenwith Sinn Féin andsubsequently were absorbedinto the partitionist systemnorth and south.� �At every juncture since theadoption of a Republicanconstitution in 1917 RepublicanSinn Féin have adhered to anddefended that constitution,

which states clearly that thefundamental principles of theorganisation are: �(A) That theallegiance of Irishmen andIrishwomen is due to thesovereign Irish Republicproclaimed in 1916 andestablished by the First DailEireann on 21 January 1919,and (B) That the sovereigntyand unity of the Republic areinalienable and non �judicable�. �First and second among itsstated objects are: � (A) Thecomplete overthrow of BritishRule in Ireland and theestablishment of a FederalDemocratic Socialist Republicbased on the Proclamation of1916. (B) To bring theproclamation of the Republic,Easter 1916, into effectiveoperation and to maintain andconsolidate the Government ofthe Republic, representative ofthe people of all Ireland, based

on that proclamation.��Now as we prepare tocommemorate and celebrateour centenary we call on all ofthose who have long sinceabandoned the �separatist�ethos upon which Sinn Féinwas founded to refrain from thepretence that they have any linkto the historic Sinn Féinorganisation. Further we wouldcall on the Provisionals tofollow the example of theWorker�s Party and end theiruse of the title Sinn Féin.They have dishonoured thishonourable and historic namelong enough. Sinn Féin wasfounded with the objective ofremoving Irish participation inthe British parliament atWestminster and creating an All� Ireland Parliament,  thosewho draw salaries from oropened offices in Westminsterwhilst also participating in thepartitionist assemblies ofStormont and Leinster Househave long since abandoned thevery title deeds of Sinn Féin.�

Sole inheritors of theSinn Fein mantle

He said the Provo policy
of Gerry Adams and Martin
McGuinness betrayed
everything the organisation�s
founders stood for and he
accused the Provo leadership
of �masquerading� as the true
inheritors of Sinn Féin�s
original principles.

�The current policy has
completely gone against
everything that Sinn Féin
stands for,� he told the Derry
News.

�They are degrading the
name by accepting the British
presence here and by working
a British system for the
British up in Stormont.
What�s more, it�s obvious
they are going to join the
Police Board.

�We are not against
peace. But as far as we�re
concerned the Agreement
backed up by a Stormont
government will not bring
peace. There is only one way
to create lasting peace on this

island - and that is to get the
British to sign a declaration
of intent that they are leaving
Ireland.

�I resigned from
Provisional Sinn Féin in
January 1987, after the 1986
Ard-Fheis. Martin
McGuinness contacted me
shortly after to see if I would
change my mind. I felt it was
history repeating itself and
that the next step after taking
seats in Leinster House
would be to take seats in
Stormont. He, in front of my
wife and the late Barney
McFadden, told me there was
no way he�d ever stand for
Stormont or support anyone
who would.

�We have remained true
to our founding convictions
and on that basis we don�t
accept Leinster House,
Stormont or Westminster.

�But we will be marking
the centenary in our own way
and discussions have begun

around what events will take
place later this year.�

SPLIT
The Derry News

commented: �Republican
Sinn Féin, which is led by
Ruairí Ó Brádaigh, split from
[Provisional] Sinn Féin in
1986 over the issue of
abstentionism. Its members
reject the legitimacy of the
six and 26-County States and
are opposed to the Stormont
Agreement.

�[Provisional] Sinn
Féin�s Mitchel McLaughlin
recently told the Derry News
members will mark the 100
year history of Ireland�s
oldest political party, founded
in 1905 by Arthur Griffith,
with a series of
commemorative events
across the globe.

�However, the fractured
nature of Irish politics means
almost all Irish political
parties can trace their roots
back to the original Sinn Féin
movement with Fianna Fáil
and even Fine Gael also
planning centenary events to
mark the occasion.�

We ask all people whoare concerned for the safetyand welfare of RepublicanPOWs to attend. It is ourintention to follow thismeeting up by calling publicmeetings in other areasthroughout the province ofUlster in the coming weeksand months.We wish to inform peopleabout the ongoing policies of23-hour lockups; doublestrip-searches; no freeassociation; parolerestrictions; use of snifferdogs; unhygienic facilities fordining, and lack ofeducational opportunities for

Republican Prisoners inMaghaberry Prison. TheRPAG recognises theimportance of publicawareness in challengingthese injustices. Furthermorewe reject the constantattempts by the Britishgovernment to criminaliseRepublican Prisoners of War,and others must do thesame. The StormontAgreement of 1998attempted to depoliticise thewar for Irish freedom. FormerRepublicans were complicitin this act by signing up tothe terms of that agreement.In our view the political

status of Republican POWscannot be denied.
CLARIFICATIONOur recent statementmentioned that �enhanced�prisoners are permittedintercell association withother enhanced prisoners. Itwas not our intention to implythat Republican POWs hadbeen granted �enhanced�status.The statement alsoreferred to the refusal ofopen visits: it was thenclaimed that a tactic used bythe prison authorities was tooffer an �open� visit, whichwas unacceptable toRepublican prisoners � thisshould have read that�closed� visits wereunacceptable.
We apologise for anyconfusion caused.

RPAG public meetingTHE Republican Prisoners' Action Group is tohold a public meeting to discuss the plight ofRepublican Prisoners in Maghaberry Gaol.This will take place on January 22 in ConwayMill, Falls Road, Belfast at 2pm. 

RSF sparks row over
centenary celebrations

DUNGIVEN Republican Sinn Féin memberMichael McGonigle, speaking to the Derry Newson January 3 lambasted the Provisionals� plans tocelebrate the centenary of the Sinn Féinorganisation here and abroad.

Vandalism of Russell Monument denounced
IN A statement on January 8 Republican Sinn FéinVice-President Des Dalton condemned thevandalising of the statue of Seán Russell in FairviewPark, Dublin.

�The concern expressed by theleader of the Dublin government,Bertie Ahern at the failure ofTurkey to recognise the Cypriotgovernment in advance of EUaccession talks next year is in starkcontrast to its willingness to signaway Ireland�s right to nationalsovereignty and territorialintegrity.�

�As we pointed out earlier thisyear, the EU�s position regardingtheir support for the ending ofTurkish occupation and thereunification of Cyprus prior to thatcountry deciding to join the EUwhilst welcome, is at odds withtheir willingness to ignore thepartition and British occupation ofIreland ever since the 26 County

state joined the then EEC in 1973. 
�Britain remains an outstandingexample of a member of the EUwho claims sovereignty over andmaintains a military presence in theterritory of another member. Whenall of this is considered one can onlyconclude that the position taken byboth the Dublin government and theEU regarding Cyprus ishypocritical.�

Dublin stance on Cyprus �hypocritical�
IN a statement on December 19 Republican Sinn FéinVice President, Des Dalton, Kildare, said:

IN A statement on January 8, Republican SinnFéin Vice President, Des Dalton said:



SAT. DECEMBER 4: Shots were fired close tothe RUC station in Belleek, Co Fermanagh.  MON. DECEMBER 6: A series of securityalerts brought chaos to north Belfast. BritishArmy bomb experts were called to the first oneat around 7am to deal with four suspiciousobjects.Gerry Adams backed the British-Irish plan torevive power-sharing in the Six OccupiedCounties.It was reported that the British Governmenthad only pledged £100 million �peace dividend�� far short of the £1 billion demanded � in theevent of Provisional Sinn Féin and the DUPstriking a deal this week.Several small bombs exploded in sevencities across Spain. No serious injuries. Warningshad been telephoned by ETA according to police. TUES. DECEMBER 7: The Republic�s JusticeMinister, Michael McDowell said thegovernment would not consider the early releaseof the McCabe killers unless there is a �total end�to paramilitarism by the IRA. The RUC Ombudsman�s Office has appealedfor witness into an incident in which a Belfaststreet trader has claimed he was racially abusedby the RUC.A former UDA lifer, William �Mugsy�Mullan, was returned to prison to serve theremainder of a life sentence after being chargedwith attempted kidnapping.Adrian Kirwan from Ballymun andMullingar and Colum Wiggins from Letterkennywere charged in the Special Criminal Court inDublin with membership of an illegalorganisation.Colm Murphy, Dundalk began his appeal inDublin against the14-year sentence imposed onhim in 2002 on charges of conspiring to cause anexplosion. Éamon Matthews, Newry was convicted ofmembership of an illegal organisation at theSpecial Court in Dublin. Paul Kelly, Dundalkwas cleared of the same charge.THURS. DECEMBER 9: Bernadette McKee,Twinbrook, who was charged with �storing10,000 rounds of ammunition for a paramilitaryorganisation� was released on bail. An ex-British soldier who joined the UDAwas found guilty of numerous offences includingconspiracy to murder, intimidation, possessingguns and explosives and membership of theUDA.Three men have been jailed by the SpecialCriminal court in Dublin. Joe Fee, Monaghan,was jailed for 10 years for �possession ofexplosive substances with intent to endangerlife�. Séamus McKenna, Dundalk, was sentencedto six years on the same charge and ÉamonMatthews was sentenced to three years and ninemonths for membership of an illegalorganisation.FRI. DECEMBER 10: It was reported that thedemolition of three British Army watchtowers inSouth Armagh and based and observation postsin Belfast, Tyrone, Derry and Fermanagh wouldcommence within 24 hours of an agreementbeing reached between the Provos and the DUP. MON. DECEMBER 13: An investigation wasunder way after a British soldier fired live roundswhile manning a checkpoint near Crossmaglenin South Armagh.WED. DECEMBER 15: Nuala O�Loan, Britishpolice Ombudsman, is to investigate an incidentin which a 16-year-old was struck with a batonby the RUC.THURS. DECEMBER 16: A bust of Mary AnnMcCracken was unveiled in Belfast City Hall.Mary Ann was sister of Henry Joy McCracken, aleading United Irishman who was executed inCorn Market on July 16, 1798.FRI. DECEMBER 17: The Saville Inquiryreopened to hear evidence from another witness. A Downpatrick man, Ronan O�Donnell whois charged with IRA membership, was refusedbail in the High Court in Belfast. SUN. DECEMBER 19: On Sunday night up to100 fire-fighters battled for eight hours to bring ablaze under control at the B&Q warehouse atSprucefield shopping centre on the outskirts ofLisburn.A fire destroyed the Carpetright store inDerry�s Waterside. The store was completely

destroyed in the blaze causing an estimated£100,000 in damage. It took fire-fighters overfour hours to bring the blaze under control. MON. DECEMBER 20: Three people werearrested after disturbance over the weekend inStrabane and Antrim. Two men were arrested inStrabane after a disturbance in Abbercorn StDecember 18 around 3pm. CS spray was used bythe RUC and they claimed three of their officersreceived minor injuries. In High Street in Antrim about 50 peoplewere involved in �a disturbance� during whichthree people suffered facial injuries. One personwas arrested.An incendiary device was discoveredyesterday in a sports store on Hill St in Newry,Co Down. The RUC were called and removed a�crude but genuine device�.An  Armagh man, Gregory Trainor, wasjailed for three years by the Special CriminalCourt in Dublin on bomb-making charges nearthe border last year. TUES. DECEMBER 21: Police last nightconfirmed that a major fire at a County Antrimdepartment store was caused by an incendiarydevice. Police were also investigating a numberof fires which broke out at the weekend in storesin Co Antrim and Derry. Chile�s appeals court upheld the indictmentand house arrest of former dictator GeneralAugusto Pinochet on human rights charges.WED. DECEMBER 22: Dublin police horsesare to patrol the streets of Belfast and Lisburn ina �Christmas crime crackdown�. The 26-Countypolice lent the animals to the RUC/PSNI.Loyalist paramilitaries threatened to inflictthe medieval punishment of the stocks topublicly humiliate those they judge to beinvolved in anti-social behaviour.THUR. DECEMBER 23: The number ofcontentious parades in the Six OccupiedCounties increased by 20% over the past yearaccording to a new report. The report alsorevealed that 70 contentious parades wereallowed to proceed without restriction.A fire last night badly damaged the premisesof the Harry Corry store in Ballymeena. TheRUC spotted smoke coming from the premises ataround 3am. Two devices exploded while theRUC were at the scene. A partially exploded incendiary device wasfound in a Camerons store in Ballymeena ataround 9.30am. This is the seventh suspectedfire-bomb attack in the town in the past fivedays.FRI. DECEMBER 24: It was reported thatan RUC Special Branch Officer is to bequestioned by the RUC/PSNI investigating theOmagh bomb. He is the chief suspect as thesource of an anonymous telephone call whichwarned of a planned attack in Omagh. Two Waterford men, who were detained foreight weeks in the US after they overstayed theirvisas returned home yesterday. Bernard Allensaid the US Ambassador to the 26-County stateshould be asked to appear before the OireachtasForeign Affairs Committee to explain thetreatment of Irish nationals living illegally in theUS.

SUN. DECEMBER 26: The coastlands on theIndian Ocean of Thailand, Indonesia, Sri Lanka,Burma, the Maldives and as far as Somalia inAfrica were overwhelmed when a tsunamistruck, causing devastation on a wide scale. Over150,000 people were killed and many thousandsare still missing.MON. DECEMBER 27: Retailers in Newrywere advised to check their premises forfirebombs after a device was discovered in theJJB sports shop at the Old Creamery retail park.TUES. DECEMBER 28: The inquest into themurder of SéamusLudlow is due to begin in theNew Year. In 1976 Séamus Ludlow was walkinghome when he was lured into a car and murderedby a loyalist death squad operating in Co Louth.WED. DECEMBER 29: The businesscommunity was put on high alert after a shopworker foiled a fire bomb attack in Co Down. Itwas the 14th incendiary device discovered thismonth; devices were found in Armagh, Lisburn,Derry, Newry, Newtownabbey and Ballymena.Republicans were blamed for the attacks.The Independent Monitoring Commission�slatest report said that both the Real IRA and theContinuity IRA still posed a threat.THURS. DECEMBER 30: It was reported thattentative peace talks between Republicans andsenior Protestant clergymen in 1974 werescuppered by the Dublin Administration,according to Ruairí Ó Brádaigh, President ofSinn Féin Poblachtach. The secret talks at Feaklein Co Clare led to a six-month IRA ceasefire anddiscussions about the withdrawal of the Britishgovernment from Ireland. (Full story carried onpage 8).The first full meeting of Dungannon andSouth Tyrone�s district policing partnership(DPP) will be held within weeks. Eightindependent members named as FrancisCallaghan, (56) a Housing Executive manager,Fivemiletown; Christine Baxter (42) a nurse,Fivemiletown; Bath Badger (37) a formerassistant insurance manager, Newmills; KathleenLoughran (53) a charity worker, Ballygawley;Susan Ingram (68) a retired home safetymanager, Dungannon; Sarah Thompson (60) amanager with a home care provider, Dungannon;Bernadette McGirr (50) a healthcare insurancesales advisor, Clogher and Evelyn Frew (43) aretired civil servant, Dungannon, will sit withnine political representatives on the lastremaining DPP to be established.FRI. DECEMBER 31: It was reported that theBritish Army official website used to recruitundercover agents (Intelligence Corps) was nowcontrolled by a disaffected agent, SamuelRosenfeld, after the site was allowed to lapseover Christmas. The Irish News emailed the siteand were advised that �the site is no longerowned or operated by the Intelligent Corps butby myself, a former intelligence agent(FRU/JSG)�.I feel it is my duty to inform youthat the corps, through its sub-units, have beenresponsible for the murder of innocent civiliansand the direction of terrorism� The e-mailhighlighted controversial incidents involving theForce research Unit (FRU), including the murderof Pat Finucane and the Stakeknife affair.

The Chairman of the Policing Board, ProfDesmond Rea, was knighted in the British NewYear�s honours list.SAT. JANUARY 1: At the height of the troublesin 1974, Prime Minister Harold Wilson drew upa secret �Doomsday� plan in readiness for a�panic� British withdrawal from the Six Countiesaccording to papers released today under the 30year rule.MON. JANUARY 3: In a statement carried inthe Irish News the Continuity IRA claimedresponsibility for a bomb at the Grosvenor  RoadRUC/PSNI station in Belfast on January 1.A device thought to be a pipe bomb wasdiscovered at the home of a member of theProvisional�s political wing, Billy Leonard inKilrea, Co Derry last night.TUES. JANUARY 4: The RUC/PSNI havebeen given the power to grant �street bail� witheffect from January 1. The British police will nolonger have to take a suspect to the station, butstreet bail will only be used in �minor� cases.A left-wing group admitted responsibility forvandalising the statue to Sean Russell, once theIRA Chief of Staff, in Fairview Pk, Dublin lastweek.WED. JANUARY 5: Several packages werefound in Stormont Buildings but on removalwere found to be �non-suspicious�.THURS. JANUARY 6: A security guard,making a cash delivery to the Northern Bank onthe Antrim Road, was robbed at gunpoint.A former senior figure in the NIO, BillJeffrey, has been appointed to the post of securityand intelligence coordinator and permanentsecretary in Downing Street.Five men, being sued by the Omaghrelatives, were given four weeks in which tobring in new legal teams. FRI. JANUARY 7:  A 54-year-old DerryRepublican was sentenced to three months in jailby the high court in Belfast for contempt of theSaville Inquiry into the Bloody Sunday massacreby British paratroopers in 1972. When sentencedhe stood up and shouted at the two judges: �I�mthe only man to be punished for Bloody Sunday.It�s a disgrace.� John Kelly, a brother of BloodySunday victim Michael Kelly said it was a�scandal�.Detective Garda Liam Donnelly andDetective Garda John Fahy were charged in theDublin District Court with two counts of falselyswearing evidence during the trial of ColmMurphy, who was convicted in January 2002 ofconspiring to cause an explosion. They werecharged with committing the offences betweenOctober 18 and November 15, 2001.SUN JANUARY 9: It is believed that threearson attacks on Orange Halls may be linked.The first took place at Garvetagh Road, outsideCastlederg on Monday night; the second on Wednight at the Orange Hall, Douglas Bridge,outside Strabane and the third last night inTullamoan Rd, Strabane. MON. JANUARY 10: Bertie Ahern claimedthat Provisional Sinn Féin leaders knew the[Provisional] IRA was planning the NorthernBank robbery �while locked in deal-breakingpolitical negotiations�. 
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ForTheRecord

� Bodies lined up in the aftermath of the devasting earthquake and tsunami in the Indian Ocean on December 26 last.



The commemoration waschaired by Des Long fromCorbally who said in hisintroduction that the sacrificeof men like Seán Sabhat in thecause of Irish national self-determination struck a cordwith the Irish.�At a time when formercomrades are prepared tosurrender and sell out wemust take the opportunity tore-state our belief that thefailed Stormont Agreementwill not bring a real or lastingpeace to our country,� DesLong said.A wreath was laid byTommy Morris, Westmeathand Áine Bean Uí Longáinrecited a decade of the Rosaryas Gaeilge.The speaker at thecommemoration was SéamusÓ Suilleabháin fromBroadford in County

Limerick who in aw i d e - r a n g i n goration showed awide knowledgeof the struggle forIrish freedom andset out the hardtask ahead for allthose trueRepublicans whooppose Britishrule in ourcountry.The marchfrom BedfordRow to theRepublican Plot atMount StLawrence haltedat Limerick Prisonto lay a wreath inremembrance oftwo men fromCounty Clare whowere executed thereby the Free Stateduring the CivilWar.The wreath was placed byRepublicans from Co Clarewho had asked the organisersof the Seán Sabhatcommemoration to arrangefor the march to stop at theprison so that they couldhonour Vice-Comdt CorneliusMcMahon, Clooney, Mid-Clare Brigade, and VolPatrick Hennessy, Clooney,Mid-Clare Brigade, IRA whowere executed at the prison onJanuary 29, 1923 and wereburied in Clooney, Co Clare.In his concluding remarks,Des Long said that the FreeState had executed five ClareRepublicans during the CivilWar, the other three being VolPatrick O�Mahony, Wnnis,Mid-Clare Brigade, WilliamO�Shaughnessy, Ennis, Mid-Clare Brigade and Vol Christy

Quinn, Ennis, Mid-ClareBrigade. All three wereexecuted by Free State firingsquad on April 26, 1923 andare buried together in theRepublican Plot, Drumcliffe,Ennis.Des Long compiled apamphlet including a list ofall executions carried out bythe British and Free State

forces during the Black-and-Tan War and the Civil War.He pointed out that BritishCrown Forces carried out 24executions starting with thehanging of Kevin Barry onNovember 1, 1920 andfinishing with the executionof two Limerick men,Edmund Foley and PatrickMaher on June 7, 1921. TheFree State carried out 77executions betweenNovember 17, 1922 and theexecutions of the two ClareVolunteers on May 2, 1923.He concluded: �As weleave here today I hope youwill take a copy of thisdocument, read it and show itto your friends so that they toowill realise how the Republicwas defeated and a partitionistIreland with its British Forcesof Occupation is still our lottoday and will continue to beinto the future if the LeinsterHouse Administration andtheir new-found friends in theProvos have their way.�
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JOIN FIANNA ÉIREANN

Join 
CUMANN na mBAN

For details contact Máiréad Ní Chaoimh
c/o 223 Parnell Street, Dublin 1

Local areas are asked to write to
Republican prisoners in Portlaoise,

Maghaberry and Magilligan prisons, in
particular those from their own

province, not forgetting prisoners from
the other provinces.

CABHAIR continues to support alltrue Republican prisoners and theirdependants in Irish jails within the 32 Counties.With this in mind we ask for localareas to form Finance Committees.Help and advice will be given by theCentral Committee.All contributions should be sent to:
Central Committe

CABHAIR
223 Parnell Street

Dublin 1
For information on joining apply to

http://fiannaeireann.com

BLOODY SUNDAY COMMEMORATIONGLASGOW 2005MARCH AND RALLY
SATURDAY, JANUARY 29

Assemble 10.30am
Shamrock Street, Glasgow city centre

(Rally point: Roystonhill)
Organised by: The West of Scotland Band

Alliance
BLOODY SUNDAY PICKET

GPO, DUBLIN 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 29. 1pm-3pm. * * * *REPUBLICAN SINN FÉINBALLAD SESSIONFRIDAY, JANUARY 28FOY�S BAR, EDENDERRY, CO OFFALYMusic by: North & SouthAdmissional optional; All welcome!* * * *POW PICKET AT GPO DUBLINSATURDAY FEBRUARY 5, 2005, 12.45pm-2pm Come along and show your solidarity with thepolitical prisoners in Portlaoise and MaghaberryJails. * * * *ANNUAL HUNGER STRIKE RALLYGPO, DUBLIN, MAY 7, 2pmAssemble at Garden of Remembrance at 1.45pmand march to GPO where a prominent speakerwill address the rally.* * * *ANNUAL BOBBY SANDS LECTUREDUBLIN, MAY 10. This year the theme of the lecture is �Sinn Féin �100 years of unbroken continuity�. Venue to beconfirmed. * * * *O�SULLIVAN/ENRIGHT CUMANNRepublican Sinn Féin, Listowel, Co KerryAnyone wishing to join should contact 087-2113130* * * *REPUBLICAN SINN FÉINANYONE WISHING TO JOIN THE ORGANISATION IN ENGLAND SHOULD WRITETO: BM 1798, LONDON WC1N 3XX* * * *NORTH AND SOUTHTULLAMORE BALLAD GROUPAvailable for functions throughout Leinster and ConnachtContact Paul at 087 6 222 381* * * *

IMEACHTAÍ

Republican GardenBundoranTHE Committee & Trustees of Republican Garden ispleased to announce that work has started on theGarden over the last few weeks.Special Appeal for FundsIn remembrance1973 Volunteer Paddy Carty, Bundoran,Dungannon1973 Dermot Crowley, Cork City1973 Sean Loughran, Dungannon1984 Antóine Mac Giolla Bhrighde, Magherafelt1984 Ciaran Fleming, Derry CityThe Hunger Strikers who died 1974 -1981Those who are being remembered all had someconnections with Bundoran, Ballyshannon, Donegal,Leitrim & Sligo Areas.To complete the Garden it will cost �30,000, so weare asking you to give a donation please to any of thenames listed below:Chairperson: Joe O' NeillVice Chairperson: Jimmy McElhinneyTreasurers: Mick Cullen & Joe DillonJoint Secretaries:Mary O'Neill & Phyllis CullenTrustees: Pat Barry, Ann Sheerin, Martin McGrath,Declan Curneen, Séamus McGowan, Thomas Kellyand Mary Ward.

Seán Sabhat commemoration held inLimerick
THE annual Seán Sabhat commemoration inLimerick took place on Sunday, January 2. Theparade formed up at Bedford Row at 1.45 pm andmarched behind a colour party and a lone piperto the Republican Plot in Mount St LawrenceCemetery.

� Séamus Ó Suilleabháin 

� Seán Sabhat



Ag tíomáint a bhíos faoi am achraolta agus ba bheag nach raibhsé ina thionóisc agam nuair achualas an tsár-nuaíocht chéanna.Roimhe sin, chualamar míniú arAcht na Teanga ón gCoimisinéirféin, bail ó Dhia air. Más mall ismithid.Maidir leis an cholún úd le�Caoimhín�, ba é an sean-amhránsean-chaite a bhí i gceist arísteile, é go nimhneach in éadanathréimiú na Gaeilge ach, mar sinféin, bhí cuid den fhírinne annfreisin, faoi fhímíneacht nabpolaiteoirí faoin teanga, ámoladh corruair, ach iad inamBéarlóirí gníomhacha an chuidis mó den bhliain, agus gan tada ádhéanamh acu ar a son, ar aathréimiú, ar a húsáid.I mBéarla amháin de ghnáth alabhraíonn said fúithi TighLaighean. Cumainn an Bhéarlaatá sna páirtithe polaitíochta, deréir gach cosúlachta.
FREAGRA UÍ CHUÍVAr ball, sa gclár céanna,chualamar Éamon, an tAire, agusé ag cur síos ar an méid a bhí le ráag �Caoimhín�, ach ní go maith achruthaigh sé.Maidir le polaiteoirí ThighLaighean ag béarlóireacht, agusan teanga s�againne á plé acu, bhíleithscéal aige: B�amhlaidh adhiúltaíonn Raidió Teilifís

Éireann tagairt dá laghad adhéanamh do ráitis GhaeilgeThigh Laighean, dar leis! LFMfós beo in RTÉ?Anois, a Éamoin, ná habairnach bhféadfadh an rialtas a churin iúl go daingean do RTÉ gogcaithfidís an t-aitheantas is cóir athabhairt don teanga náisiúnta?Leasc dá laghad ní raibh leisan teach céanna agus  Acht umCraolacháin a chur le chéile acu,iachall ar RTÉ dul i mbun nacinsireachta (Rannóg 31).Ba dheacair polasaí TheachLaighean i dtaobh na Gaeilge ó1921 anuas a chosaint, agusBéarla i gcónaí chun tosaigh ann.Ar na samplaí is suntasaí bhían t-ordú ó Bhord na nOibreachaíPoiblí go gcaithfeadh leagan anBhéarla sna logaimneacha abheith i litreacha níos mó náleagan na Gaeilge díobh. Bhí an t-am ann, ceart goleor, nuair ab éigean leagan naGaeilge díobh a bheith chuntosaigh (ach a bheith níos lú), achtá athrú dulta i bhfeidhm le tamall. . .
STÁDAS AR LÁR?Is é mo thuairim go bhfuil ÓCuív i ndáiríre faoin teanga agusgo mba mhaith leis go leor adhéanamh len í a neartú.Ní cheapaim go bhfuil anpáirtí go hiomlán in éindí leis sa

mhéid sin. Dá mbeadh, bí cinntede go mbeadh an Stádas ibhfeidhm ó anuraidh (stádas sanAE, ar ndóigh; Teach Laighean,sin scéal eile!)Ar éigean a fheicfeas muidaon athrú sa bhfadhb sin imbliana, de cheal toile TheachLaighean.
LEABHAR DENSCOTHThar thréimhse na Nollagchaitheas seal i gcomhluadarGhearóid Uí Chléirigh trínapháipéar, An Ghaeilge, a feidhmfeasta agus i gcónaí (Coiscéim,2004, 35 lch, �5). Sa mbrollach,tá athchló aige ar MhgrBhreandán Ó Doibhlín, ad�fhoilsigh The Irish Times(Bealtaine, 2003, ar �Tuarascsáil�:�. . . ar dheireadh thiar,athbheochan na Gaeilge agus anGhaelachais, feachtas morálta atáann . . .�Sin credo Uí Chléirighfreisin, ach níos doimhne fósisteach sa scéal a théann sé sascríbhinn seo nó riachtanas, darleis, is ea é: Tá an domhan agusdá bhfuil ann i gcontúirt mhórBhéarla Mheiriceá! É ag dul tharfóir, meas tú? Maith go leor.Léigh leat na hargóintí.Sul na shroicheann sé anpointe úd déanann sé anailís archéard é is teanga ann, turas abhaineann le gach teanga. Gocnámh a théann sé, uaidh sin gosmior agus go smúsach, bail óDhia air. Seo an chéad uair domsadul ar an turas sin agus ceapaimgo bhfuil sé thar barr (agusChomsky agus eile léite agam lethart ar 50 bliain).B�fhéidir go mbeadh fonn airdul níos faide fós, na mothúcháina chur san áireamh, an béaloideas,an ceol traidisiúnta, an stair, inionad sonc anseo is ansiúd.Ach b�amhlaidh a bhíteachtaireacht mhór aige le cur

inár láthair. Dá ndéanfadh sé aleithéid sa leabhar beag seo, mara mholfainn féin, seans gogcuirfeadh sé as don gcuidbhunaigh, mar atá páirt theangaMheiriceá i gconcas agusléirscrios an domhain a léiriú. Tigle focail a bheith ina mbuamaí.
ÉILEAMHRÉABHLÓIDEACHAch tá dóchas fós ann, féach:�. . . is iad gormaigh Mheiriceá issoiléire atá ina samhlaoid arluacha iontacha Mheiriceá: is iadbunphrionsabal na saoirse inasteillbheatha iad, an t-éileamhstairiúil Meiriceánach gurcruthaíodh gach duine cothromagus comhionann.�Deintear beag is fiú denéileamh réabhlóideach sin aruairibh; caitear amhras air, agmaíomh nach ionann aon bheirtmaidir le neart ná le hintleacht, lecorp ná le cumas, le suáilce ná leseasamh sóisialta. Is urchairiomraill iad na hachasáin sin goléir, mar is é rud atá sachothroime dhaonna ná dínit do-áirimh an duine mar dhuine, marindibhid� (lch a 7).Taobh thiar de pholasaí Bushis eile i Meiriceá an lae inniu tádearcadh reiligiúnda, �aeascraíonn as an bPiúratánachasagus a dhúil sa tSean-Tiomna: gorathaíonn Dia an té is ansa leis,gur comhartha rachmas duine gobhfuil sé íon ionraic i láthair Dé.An duine atá saibhir . . . tá geanag Dia air; an té atá bocht,dealraíonn dé gur comhartha é aeaspa maoine go bhfuil an t-olcann . . . Ní hiontas é go bhfuilbunúsaigh Mheiriceá agus LikudIosrael báúil lena chéile� (lch a9). Maidir leis an �éileamhréabhlóideach� úd, is ait liomnach luann Gearóid an tionchar abhí ag réabhlóid na Fraince arstair SAM. Táthar ann a déarfadh

a mhalairt agus dátaí a chur igcoinne a chéile (éirí amachSAM, 1775-83; éirí amach naFraince, 1789-99).Ach ar na mílte san Eoraip abhí ag lorg dídine i SAM bhí cuidmhaith a raibh a ndóchas lasta agréabhlóid na Fraince, agus go leorÉireanach ina measc,Preispitéirigh go sonrach iontu.
AN OIDHREACHTAch fillimis ar pháirt nangormach in éabhlóid choinsiasMheiriceá: �Is é an t-aitheantasgur cruthaíodh gach indibhidcothrom is bun le feachtas nangormach sna Stáit Aontaithe arson cearta sibhialta, agus níhionadh gur áirigh siad ar nacearta sin a ndúchas agus asinsireacht chultúir,� a deir an t-údar (lch a 7).�Is é an t-aitheantas céanna isbun leis an éileamh ar chothroimego gach duine agus sochaí. Sin éan fáth gur leath an t-éileamhamach go dtí ciníocha agus grúpaínaisiúntacha eile, a bhfuil dúchas,teanga agus cultúr faoi leith acu óthaobh a sinsear de. Ní híoidhreacht na nAfrach amháin atáluachmhar inmhuirnithe achoidhreacht gach grúpacomhdhaonna sna Stáit Aontaitheagus ar fud an domhain, Tá anoidhreacht Ghaelach orthu sin:(lch 7, 8).Níor mhiste dúinn uilig inÉirinn inniu an ráiteas sin a bheithos ár gcomhair sa bhfeachtas igcoinne an chiníochais, galrú atáag méadú in aghaidh an lae, moléan.

NA NUA-CHOIMEÁDAITHECéard é an bhagairt is mó ataromhainn? Bush, Blair, agus agcuid giollaí ar thóir eile na �n-arm ollscriosach�? Dulta amúatáir, a mhac. Is iad na Nua-Choimeádaithe an chontuirt, dar

leis an gCléireach:�Ach ní hé anseanimpiriúlachas nó anseanchoilíneachas, nó an t-iarchoilíneachas is measa . . . Is égo bhfuil léamh nua ar anmbunúsachas tar éis teacht i dtreissna Stáit Aontaithe. Tá an léamhnua sin chomh baolach, níhamháin do mhuintir na hÉireannach don chine daonna ar fad, gurmithid trácht air. Is í fealsúnacht .. . na Nua-Choimeádaithe í . . .Géilleann siad do lámh cheilte naheacnamaíochta agus, fairis sin,do lámh cheilte na polaitíochtaagus d�fhiúntas follasachuathshoiléir a dteanga agus anósanna féin . . . (lch 11).Polasaí é sin atá blastaagainne in Éirinn cheana féin (náhabair nach bhfuil muid suaschun dáta le gach uile olc!).Féach mar a chuir an rialtas sna26 Chontae deireadh leis andaonlathas áitiúil: Cuma céard étoil an phobail, agus sin curtha iniúl ag na comhairleoirí áitiúla, agbainisteoir an chontae atá an focaldeireanach!Ceard é an sampla is suntasaíden gcumhacht nua sin a bhrúnntoil an phobail i leataobh? D�eileach an loisceoir a cheadú!Thángamar ar shampla eileden bhagairt sa gcaint a dtug MacDubhghaill uaidh nuair a chosainsé an éagothroime!Liberté, égalité, fraternité:Mura bhfuil siad sin i bhfeidhm,gach ceann díobh, tá deireadh lesaoirse, ta deireadh le daonlathas.Níl agam an spás atá de dhíthle cothrom na Féinne a thabhairtdon saothar tábhachtach seo leGearóid Ó Cléirigh. Amach leatanois agus ceannaigh an leabhar.Agus ná bíodh aon náire ort litir ascríobh chuig an Eagarthóir faoi,má thosaíonn an tochas sanintinn.
� Deasún Breatnach
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£20,365

Myers arRTÉ
KEVIN Myers ar Raidió na Gaeltachta, Nollaig 27den bhliain seo caite, ba ea a tharla an eachtra, másbuan mo chuimhne: B�amhlaidh a d�aistrigh duineéigin go Gaeilge  an colún le �Caoimhín� ad�fhoilsigh The Irish Times an Déardaoin roimhe. Letoil �Chaoimhín�?  Ní fheadar.
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Thursday, December 2, 2004.There were reports of ammunitionand guns being found in the loyalistBallybeen estate in East Belfast. Ataround eight o`clock there was areport of a bomb in the Mountjoy areaof the Shankill road in West Belfast.The bomb claim was later said to be ahoax.There were further reports of ashot being fired in the loyalistBallysillan area in North Belfast. Itwas not clear what the target of theshooting was.Sunday, December 5, 2004.There was a sectarian loyalist attackon the Antrim road in North Belfastwhen an 18-year-old nationalist youthwas set upon and badly beaten by anumber of loyalists who used ahammer and a knife in the attack, theattack was so vicious it is clear theaim was to kill it was only when somepeople happened to pass by that theattack ended.As the loyalists attackers rantowards a waiting car they were heardto shout �your a lucky Fenian bastard�the youths injuries covered most ofhis body and he had to have 40staples put into his back and arms,once again the nationalist people ofNorth Belfast have been witness to anattack on their community carried outby sectarianism which could haveended in a young man beingmurdered.
Monday, December 6, 2004.Monday morning was witness to anumber of bomb scares on theCrumlin road in North Belfast, thescares numbered four in all whichlater turned out to be hoaxes. It wasbelieved locally that all four hoaxdevices that were placed in andaround the Catholic Mercy primaryschool were placed there by loyalists.Friday, December 10, 2004.There were reports  of a number ofguns being found in the loyalist

Elmdale street area of East Belfast. Itwas also reported that there was anumber of arrests.Monday, December 13, 2004. A15-year-old nationalist school girlwas badly beaten tonight on theSerpentine road in North Belfastwhen she and a friend were attackedby a gang of up to three loyalist menand a woman who after chasing themin a car jumped out and got a hold ofthe young girl who has been named asLaura Cleary and beat her with sticksLaura�s young friend was unhurt inthe attack, but was left shaken. Afterthe attack the loyalists were heard topass a number of sectarian remark,s asthey carried out this latest attack onthe nationalist community. Tuesday, December 14, 2004.Loyalists once again targeted aCatholic primary school in NorthBelfast. The target was Holy Crossgirls school on the Ardoyne Road. Itwas believed a hoax device was puton the front gate. Saturday, December 18, 2004.There were reports of a shooting inthe Shankill road area of West Belfast.It was believed two men who had gotout of a taxi when one of them pulleda gun and fired a number of shots intothe taxi. The shooting may be downto loyalist in fighting, another attackon a taxi in the same area resulted inthe taxi being burnt out.There were also reports of anumber of bomb scares in Lisburn outside Belfast all were later said to behoaxes!Monday, December 20, 2004. Aman from east Belfast man was incourt on charges of attempted murder,aggravated burglary, actual bodilyharm and possession of a weapon withintent to endanger life. The chargesrelate to an incident in theBeersbridge Road area of east Belfastin which a man and a woman sufferedinjury.A bus and building materials were

set on fire during an early morningattack on the Dominican College,Fortwilliam Park in north Belfast.Wednesday, December 22,2004. At Belfast Crown Court MariaBrogan (29), Patricia O�Kane (28),Lawrence Francis Claxton (31) andSean Burns (28) pleaded not guilty to

the charge of facilitating the control ofterrorist funds between January andJuly 1999. It was the Crown�s casethat �the defendants sent more than£45,000 to four people in the US sothey could buy guns and ammunitionto send back to Northern Ireland [tothe Provisionals]�.

Dublin police horses are to patrolthe streets of Belfast and Lisburn fromtoday in a 'Christmas crimecrackdown'. Gardaí lent the animals tothe RUC/PSNI.Thursday, December 23, 2004.It was reported that the RUC/PSNIwere investigating the possibleinvolvement of at least two criminalgangs as well as the involvement ofrepublicans or loyalists in the largestever bank raid in Britain or Ireland.£26 million was stolen from theNorthern Bank on Sunday/Monday. 
Friday, December 24, 2004. ABelfast woman was told she would becharged almost £20 to post a card,special delivery� to Cavan as it wasconsidered �overseas�. It cost her£3.75 to send an identical card toScotland.The Provisionals deniedinvolvement in the £26 millionrobbery of the Northern Bank througha �source� close to them.Monday, December 27, 2004. Ahandgun and ammunition were stolenfrom an RUC/PSNI Land Roverduring the Christmas Eve searches ofnationalist homes in the CavendishStreet area by the RUC/PSNIinvestigating the Northern Bankrobbery. `The RUC/PSNI said five of theirofficers were injured during rioting inthe Ballymurphy area of west Belfastafter a crowd clashed with them asthey attempted to search a house inthe Divismore area.Wednesday, December 29, 2004.An incendiary device was also foundin Sainsburys� store at Sprucefield.
Thursday, December 30, 2004.The RUC were accused of harassmentafter a series of searches [at industrialunits on the Andersonstown Rd; theDairy Farm complex on theStewartstown Road and the Blackstaffcomplex on the Springfield Road inwhich nothing was found] werelinked to the £26 million NorthernBank robbery investigation.  

HORRIFIC LOYALIST ATTA C K
ON BELFAST YOUTH

A Belfast Chronology

� The 18-year-old nationalist who needed 40 staples after a loyalistknife attack on the Antrim Road on December 5.

� A Proud History GivesConfidence of VictorybyMargaret Buckley will bereprinted and an update added.It will be published forBodenstown.� Biography:  The launchof Ruairí Ó Brádaigh�sbiography will take placetowards the end of the year.� Handing over ofpersonal papers to UCG:Ruaírí Ó Brádaigh will handover some of his personalpolitical papers to UCGtowards end of year.

� The above banner willbe displayed on both theDublin and Belfast offices.� Easter: All areas mustmake a special effort this Easterto inform as many people aspossible of the policies of SinnFéin Poblachtach. A seriouseffort should be made to ensurea large turn-out at thecommemorations.
� Bobby SandsCommemorative events: Arally will be held on May 7,2005 at the GPO, Dublin,Assemble Garden ofRemembrance, 2pm. TheBobby Sands MemorialLecture is planned for May 10,date and venue and other eventsto be confirmed in SAOIRSE.

� Bodenstown, June 12,2005:  An tUachtaráin Ruairí ÓBrádaigh will this year give theoration at the grave of WolfeTone in Bodenstown in honourof the centenary.� Public meeting: A publicmeeting at the AmbassadorCinema, Dublin (the firstmeeting of Sinn Féin took placein the former Rotunda building)will be arranged for November.The meeting will cover thefounding and continuance ofSinn Féin and will include thereading of a document from thefirst meeting in the Rotunda in1905. � Video/DVD: We hope toproduce a video/DVD whichwould be a fantasticachievement if we could show

the unbroken line between1905-2005. We would begrateful if anyone who hasfootage of any Republicanevents, ie footage of Six-County repression by BritishCrown Forces, Ard-Fheiseanna, commem-orations,or other relevant material,could lend it to us as a matter ofpriority.  Seán Ó Brádaigh willnarrate.
�Commemorative Cal-endar: Now on sale (see addpage 1). The calendar is aspecial one with dates andphotographs of historicalevents/people. Will becollectors� item in years tocome! Price E6/£5, availablefrom Ard-Oifig. � Laminates: Laminated

pictures from the calendar areavailable in Irish FreedomPress Bookshop..� T Shirts/Badge:  Poloshirts with RSF Logo/Badgeare available also, E20. Aspecial commemorative metalbadge is also available, E5.� Events outside ofDublin:  All counties areinstructed to organise someevent to Commemorate the 100anniversary.� Finance: All countiesmust raise finance for the SinnFéin Centenary Committee. Aseveryone knows, withoutfinance we cannot function.� Árd Fheis 2005: Thiswill be a very special occasionand all members should makeplans to attend.� SAOIRSE will carry a

list of all events organised forthe Centenary throughout2005.Please ensure that yourevent is sent to the paper ingood time for publication.� Dan Keating is now thePatron of Sinn FéinPoblachtach. He willcelebrate his 103rd birthdayin January 2005.
If you would like a copy ofour policy documents or any ofour literature, please contactour offices at:Teach Dáithí Ó Conaill,223 Parnell Street, Dublin 1,Phone: Dublin 872 9747;email: saoirse@iol.ie or 229Falls Road, Belfast, Phone:Belfast 90 319 004, emailRSFBELFAST2004@aol.com.

Sinn Féin 100 Committee �Sinn Féin Poblachtachprogramme of events for 2005

1905 Sinn Féin 2005100 YearsUnbrokenContinuity
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THE Feakle talks of 9-11December 1974 � thirty yearsago � were not somethingwhich happened suddenly orat short notice. Throughoutthe 1970s there were meetingsbetween Republican leadersand many shades ofUnionism.Invariably when the hypotheticalquestion would be put as to theirpreferred solution in the event of theBritish government actuallydisengaging from Ireland, theirsecond choice would be theRepublican Movement�s proposalsfor a new federation of the fourprovinces, including a nine-countyUlster. Their first choice of anindependent Six-County state wealways held not to be viable.Rev William Arlow, assistantsecretary of the Irish Council ofChurches, had long been active as anecumenist and was in close contactwith Republicans. Through him ameeting was held in September 1974with what could be described assecond-line Republican leaders. Iremember a number of members ofthe Ard-Chomhairle seekingpermission to attend.The gathering took place in ahotel at a seaside resort in NorthDonegal and was really afamiliarisation exercise. The top-level meeting was to take place later.The venue for this all-importantmeeting was arranged by the clergy,two of whom had ministered in CoClare. This may have been a mistakewhen viewed in hindsight.We all arrived at Smyth�s VillageHotel in the small town of Feakle inEast Clare on the night of December9. The Republicans wereaccommodated in holiday chalets inthe hotel grounds. On our way intothe hotel proper next morning wewere worried by sight of half adozen or more northern-registeredcars lined up in a row in an almostempty car-park.The day was auspicious �December 10, International HumanRights Day, as designated by theUnited Nations. The Churchmenwere already present.They were: Dr Arthur Butler,Church of Ireland Bishop of Connor;Dr Jack Weir, then Clerk of thePresbyterian Assembly; Rev EricGallagher, former president of theMethodist Church in Ireland; RevRalph Baxter, secretary and RevWilliam Arlow, assistant secretaryof the Irish Council of Churches; DrHarry Morton, secretary, BritishCouncil of Churches; Right RevArthur McArthur, moderator ofthe United Reformed Church inEngland, and Stanley Worrall,former headmaster of MethodistCollege, Belfast and chairman of theNew Ulster Movement. (SeeNorthern Ireland � A PoliticalDirectory 1968-88 by WD Flackesand Sydney Elliott, pp 126-127).J Bowyer Bell in his SecretArmy, pp 414-415, gives theRepublican line-out. �Present ontheir side of the table were Ruairí ÓBrádaigh (President of Sinn Féin);Máire Drumm (Vice-President);Séamus Loughran (UlsterOrganiser); Billy McKee (recentlyreleased from Long Kesh); Dáithí ÓConaill; Séamus Twomey; KevinMallon and JB O�Hagan.�

They introduced themselves asrepresenting the political andmilitary leadership of theRepublican Movement.Bell describes them as �the heartof the Provo movement�. Six of theeight were from North of the Border� so much for the so-called�Southern Leadership�, of which wehave heard so much. Bell also saysthat the Republican representationshowed that �the Provos were takingthe mater very seriously indeed�.
By agreement Ó Brádaigh spokefirst and gave a comprehensiveanalysis of the situation from theRepublican standpoint. He also putforward their solutions as outlined inthe ÉIRE NUA programme.Dr Jack Weir responded givingthe Unionist viewpoint and sayingthat the Republicans did not, at thatstage, have a sufficiently developedworld-view, other than neutralityand non-alignment and trading withthe former colonised peoples of theThird World.There was a general acceptanceon both sides that this latter pointwas valid. Dáithí Ó Conaill wasimpressed by Dr Weir and said thathe represented an authentic Unionistview.A general discussion followed inwhich everyone present made acontribution. Dr Butler was deferredto on his own side because of hisstatus and Ó Brádaigh related to himand discovered he had once beenArchbishop of Tuam and had anunderstanding of the scene south ofthe Border.Rev Arlow was, of course,familiar with the other side and tooka prominent part. Eventually, it camedown to defining the Republicanterms and the wording of aDeclaration of Intent by Britain toleave Ireland. Here Stanley Worrallwas a facilitator and a practical man.The Republicans laid muchemphasis on their traditionalprinciple of the separation of churchand state in the New Ireland and thebuilding of a pluralist society. Abreak was made for lunch and just asit ended word was conveyed to the

Republicans that the hotel was aboutto be raided.This was communicated to theChurchmen who were sceptical,obviously thinking that it was asubterfuge for a withdrawal by theother side. They were disappointed,as they felt they were getting to gripswith the situation.Four of the Republicansdeparted, Séamus Twomey and JBO�Hagan who had escaped fromMountjoy Prison by helicopter,Kevin Mallon who had been withthem in that episode, had beenrecaptured and had escaped againfrom Portlaoise Jail. Dáithí ÓConaill was the fourth; he hadnarrowly avoided arrest in Dublintwo years previously and was �onthe run� since.
All had good reason not to beinterviewed by the Special Branch.The clergy withdrew to a room onthe first floor to consider theirposition and work on a suggestionfor wording a Declaration of Intent.The remaining Republicansgathered around the fire downstairs,assessed the other personnel andreview progress. The two sides, nowdepleted in numbers andrepresentation, would meet later, itwas agreed.Darkness had fallen when aflotilla of cars drew up outside,about 60 Special Branch fromDublin, some brandishingsubmachine guns, burst into thehotel. A group surrounded thepeople at the fire and a higher-ranking plain-clothes man fromLimerick became very aggressivewith Ó Brádaigh. A Dublin officer,who appeared to be in charge,intervened and told him to lay off.Another group raced up thestairs and confronted theChurchmen. With the aid of a scrapof paper seized from a table near thedownstairs fire they accounted forall. This listing had a single wordafter each name giving theRepublican assessment of eachperson.Both captors and prisoners wereastonished, the Branch to find such

exalted company and the clergy tobe looking at the muzzles ofsubmachine guns. Outside 120uniformed Gardaí formed an innercordon while armed military blockedevery road leading to Feakle � a ringof steel.A Branchman searching ÓBrádaigh�s briefcase found adocument which mentioned the IrishRepublican Army and threatened tobring him back to Dublin. It was aphotocopy of the official Record ofthe United States House ofRepresentatives debates.Following some hours ofsearching and interrogation theSpecial Branch �strike force�withdrew, a much-relieved party ofclergy descended the stairs, but noone said, �Do you believe us now?�Everyone was in form for dinner,now long overdue.
However, the Branch maintaineda presence in the hotel and remainedovernight. It was impossible to doany further business, althoughpolitical and church documents wereexchanged.All departed at first light andfurther contact was maintainedthrough Rev Arlow. A promisingand developing encounter had beendisrupted, perhaps with Dublingovernment sanction. We all knewthat the Churchmen were in contactwith the British government.Two-and-a-half years lateranother peace endeavour wassimilarly broken up. The Mac Bride-Boal talks had been progressingconfidentially for several monthswhen Conor Cruise O�Brien becameaware of them and went on RTÉradio to expose them.This brought to an end anattempt by representatives of theULCCC (Ulster Loyalist CentralCoordinating Committee) and theRepublican Movement to findcommon ground between the ÉIRENUA proposals and the idea of anindependent Six-County State.(Seán Mac Bride, SC, was aNobel Prize winner. He representedthe Republican Movement in thismatter. Desmond Boal, QC,

formerly of the DUP, represented theLoyalists.)It was an error of judgement toleave the security of the meeting atFeakle in the hands of the clergy.Two of them had travelled viaShannon Airport and had been metthere by others. Besides it was off-season in the hotel and the row ofnorthern cars outside was bound toattract attention. But none of thatcasts doubt on the bona fides ofeveryone involved.Directly as a result of the Feakletalks a unilateral ceasefire fromDecember 22 to January 2 wasannounced by the IRA. Anintermediary from the British arrivedat Ó Brádaigh�s house on ChristmasDay with a proposal for talks on�structures of British disengagementfrom Ireland�.The ceasefire was extended toJanuary 16 but no further word wasreceived from the British until hoursafter expiration when they offered tomeet Republican representatives.The offer was taken up and threeweeks later a bilateral Truce wasagreed based on twelve points.Incident centres were set upthroughout the Six Counties tomonitor the truce. All of this was inwriting.Thirty years have passed sinceFeakle. Papers dealing with thesubsequent talks between British andRepublican Movementrepresentatives and the aftermath ofFeakle generally, among othermatters, will shortly be madeavailable to students and journalists.
Incidentally, the IrishIndependent broke the story ofFeakle in a front page article withindays of the events. Ó Brádaigh, inspite of a Section 31 ban on himsince mid-1972, was invited on RTÉand interviewed. Feakle becamepublic property.But �what if� it had not beendeliberately disrupted? The historyof the intervening 30 years mighthave been very different.

� Ruairí Ó Brádaigh

Feakle Talks: 30 years after

�  Three of the participants in the Feakle talks, December 1974: Dáithí Ó Conaill, Vice-President, Sinn Féin. Canon William Arlow, assistantsecretary of the Irish Council of Churches and Máire Drumm, Vice-President, Sinn Féin.



In spite of extremely unclementweather a large crowd gathered at thegates of the cemetery and marched to hisgrave in the Republican Plot behind acolour party from Na Fianna Éireann. The proceedings were chaired byRepublican Sinn Féin Vice-PresidentDes Dalton, Kildare. A decade of theRosary was recited as Gaeilge by PaddyKing, Dublin and a laurel wreath waslaid on behalf of the RepublicanMovement by Seán Mac an Iomaire,Gaillimh.The main oration was delivered byJoe O�Neill, Bundoran, a long-timefriend and comrade of the Cork patriot.Joe gave an outline of Dáithí�s longinvolvement, at all levels, within theRepublican Movement. He was adedicated believer in Wolfe Tone.As a very young man Dáithí ÓConaill left his home in Cork went onactive service to the Six OccupiedCounties during the Border Campaign of1956-62. He was at the BrookeboroughRaid on New Year�s Day in 1957 whenSeán Sabhat and Fergal O�Hanlon wereshot dead and was instrumental inensuring that the rest of the columnretreated without being captured. He andRuairí Ó Brádaigh escaped from theCurragh Concentration Camp in 1958.He was shot and seriously injured byBritish Crown Forces on the shores ofLough Neagh in 1959 and served aperiod of imprisonment in Crumlin Roadjail in Belfast. Following his release from prison hebecame a woodwork teacher and settledalong with his wife Deirdre inGlencolumcille, Co Donegal, where hebecame involved with the communitywork of Fr James McDyer.

In the late 1960s, when nationalistsand Republicans came under severepressure from the sectarian, British Six-County state, Dáithí was to the fore inreorganising the Republican Movement.He was to the fore in the emergence,following the split in the IRA in 1969and in Sinn Féin in 1970, of theProvisional Republican Movement andwas perhaps its greatest strategist. Dáithí Ó Conaill and Seán Keenanof Derry went to the USA at Easter 1970and were instrumental, along withMichael Flannery, Joe Stynes, GeorgeHarrison and others, in setting up IrishNorthern Aid, to assist the struggle inIreland. He was also to the fore in thedevelopment of the ÉIRE NUAprogramme which was published byRepublican Movement in 1971-2.He was one of those who negotiatedthe bi-lateral truces of 1972 and 1975 onbehalf of the Republican Movement. On

both occasions negotiations wereinitiated by the British government andRepublicans engaged in them on thebasis of a final British withdrawal fromIreland. Nothing else was on the agendaexcept withdrawal, the matters to benegotiated were how and when andunder what conditions. In 1972 theBritish broke the terms of the Truce andthe 1975 Truce broke down primarilybecause of the opposition of the 26-County Administration.Dáithí was arrested in July 1976 andsentenced to a period of imprisonmenton a charge of membership of the IRAand he and a number of comrades wenton hunger strike late in 1977 because ofthe atrocious conditions in Portlaoiseprison.During the Hunger Strike of 1981, itwas Dáithí Ó Conaill who proposed (notwithout opposition from people likeGerry Adams and his cohorts) contestingthe Fermanagh-Sth Tyrone by-electionfollowing the death of Frank Maguire.

Contrary to lies put about by formercomrades, Republicans have neverfeared using the ballot box when it wastactically sound to do so; ratherRepublicans refused to acceptpartitionist assemblies or sit in theBritish parliament.In 1986, when the Republic wasonce again betrayed by so-calledRepublicans who have now gone on tonot only sell off the family silver, butindeed to give it away free, Dáithí ÓConaill, along with Ruairí Ó Brádaighand 130 faithful delegates from the Ard-Fheis reconvened that Ard-Fheiselsewhere and continued RepublicanSinn Féin. He was, as always, a tirelessorganiser and leader, and his early deathwas a tragedy not only to his family butto the Republican Movement as a whole.He himself had been refused entrance tothe Ard-Fheis by a leadership afraid thathis presence and contribution woulddamage their chance of pushing through

their anti-Republican line. For the record, Ruairí Ó Brádaigh,Des Long, Pat Ward and Joe O�Neill metwith Gerry Adams and others during the1986 Ard-Fheis and pointed out to themthat the road they were embarking onwould lead to a return to Stormont andthe selling out of all Republicanprinciples, which has now all but cometo pass.Joe O�Neill ended his fine oration bycalling on all present to remember thesacrifices of Dáithí Ó Conaill and allother Republicans who lie buried in theRepublican Plot by working to achievethat which they had struggled andsuffered so much for and thankedDaithi�s family for their support of himdown the years.
In conclusion Des Dalton gavedetails of the events planned to celebratethe centenary of Sinn Féin during 2005and Joe O�Neill led the crowd in singingAmhrán na bhFiann.
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DÆithí Ó Conaill commemoration
THE annual commemoration to Dáithí Ó Conaill, Vice-President of Republican Sinn Féin at his untimely death in1991, took place at Glasnevin Cemetery, Dublin on NewYear�s Day.

� A section of the crowd at the grave of Dáithí Ó Conaill, Republican Plot, Glasnevin Cemetery, Dublin.

Also released by the ACLUtoday are a slew of other recordsincluding a December 2003 FBI e-mail that characterizes methodsused by the Defense Department as�torture� and a June 2004 �UrgentReport� to the Director of the FBIthat raises concerns that abuse ofdetainees is being covered up. �These documents raise gravequestions about where the blame forwidespread detainee abuseultimately rests,� said ACLUExecutive Director Anthony D.Romero. �Top government officialscan no longer hide from publicscrutiny by pointing the finger at afew low-ranking soldiers.�The documents were obtainedafter the ACLU and other publicinterest organizations filed a lawsuitagainst the government for failing torespond to a Freedom ofInformation Act request. The two-page e-mail thatreferences an Executive Order statesthat the President directly authorisedinterrogation techniques includingsleep deprivation, stress positions,the use of military dogs, and�sensory deprivation through theuse of hoods, etc�. The ACLU isurging the White House to confirmor deny the existence of such an

order and immediately to release theorder if it exists. The FBI e-mail,which was sent in May 2004 from�On Scene Commander�Baghdad�to a handful of senior FBI officials,notes that the FBI has prohibited itsagents from employing thetechniques that the President is saidto have authorised. Another e-mail, dated December2003, describes an incident in whichDefence Department interrogatorsat Guantánamo Bay impersonatedFBI agents while using �torturetechniques� against a detainee. Thee-mail concludes �If this detainee isever released or his story madepublic in any way, DODinterrogators will not be heldaccountable because these torturetechniques were done [sic] the �FBI�interrogators. The FBI will [sic] leftholding the bag before the public.�The document also says that no�intelligence of a threatneutralisation nature� was garneredby the �FBI� interrogation, and thatthe FBI�s Criminal InvestigationTask Force (CITF) believes that theDefence Department�s actions havedestroyed any chance of prosecutingthe detainee. The e-mail�s authorwrites that he or she is documentingthe incident �in order to protect the

FBI�.�The methods that the DefenseDepartment has adopted are illegal,immoral, and counterproductive,�said ACLU staff attorney JameelJaffer. �It is astounding that thesemethods appear to have beenadopted as a matter of policy by thehighest levels of government.�The June 2004 �Urgent Report�addressed to the FBI Director isheavily redacted. The legibleportions of the document appear todescribe an account given to theFBI�s Sacramento Field Office byan FBI agent who had �observednumerous physical abuse incidentsof Iraqi civilian detainees�,including �strangulation, beatings,[and] placement of lit cigarettes intothe detainees ear openings�. Thedocument states that �[redacted]was providing this account to theFBI based on his knowledge that[redacted] were engaged in a cover-up of these abuses�.The release of these documentsfollows a federal court order thatdirected government agencies tocomply with a year-old requestunder the Freedom of InformationAct filed by the ACLU, the Centerfor Constitutional Rights,Physicians for Human Rights,Veterans for Common Sense andVeterans for Peace. The New YorkCivil Liberties Union is co-counselin the case. Other documents released by theACLU today include: An FBI email regarding DOD

personnel impersonating FBIofficials during interrogations. Thee-mail refers to a �ruse� and notesthat �all of those [techniques] usedin these scenarios� were approvedby the Deputy Secretary of Defence.(Jan. 21, 2004) Another FBI agent�s account ofinterrogations at Guantánamo inwhich detainees were shackled handand foot in a fetal position on thefloor. The agent states that thedetainees were kept in that positionfor 18 to 24 hours at a time and mosthad �urinated or defacated [sic]� onthemselves. On one occasion, theagent reports having seen a detaineeleft in an unventilated, non-airconditioned room at a temperature�probably well over a hundreddegrees�. The agent notes: �Thedetainee was almost unconscious onthe floor, with a pile of hair next tohim. He had apparently beenliterally pulling his own hair outthroughout the night.� (August 2,2004) An e-mail stating that an Armylawyer �worked hard to write [sic] alegal justification for the type ofinterrogations they (the Army) wantto conduct� at Guantánamo Bay.(Dec. 9, 2002) An e-mail noting the initiationof an FBI investigation into thealleged rape of a juvenile maledetainee at Abu Ghraib prison inIraq. (July 28, 2004) An FBI agent�s account of aninterrogation at Guantánamo � aninterrogation apparently conducted

by Defense Department personnel� in which a detainee was wrappedin an Israeli flag and bombardedwith loud music and strobe lights.(July 30, 2004) The ACLU and its allies arescheduled to go to court again thisafternoon, where they will seek anorder compelling the CIA to turnover records related to an internalinvestigation into detainee abuse.Although the ACLU has receivedmore than 9,000 documents fromother agencies, the CIA refuses toconfirm or deny even the existenceof many of the records that theACLU and other plaintiffs haverequested. The CIA is reported tohave been involved in abusingdetainees in Iraq and at secret CIAdetention facilities around the globe. The lawsuit is being handled byLawrence Lustberg and MeganLewis of the New Jersey-based lawfirm Gibbons, Del Deo, Dolan,Griffinger & Vecchione, P.C. Otherattorneys in the case are Jaffer,Amrit Singh and Judy Rabinovitz ofthe ACLU; Art Eisenberg and BethHaroules of the NYCLU; andBarbara Olshansky and Jeff Fogel ofCCR. 
The documents referencedabove can be found at:http://www.aclu.org/torturefoia/released/fbi.html. More on the lawsuitcan be found at:http://www.aclu.org/torturefoia/.http://207.44.245.159/article7524.htm.

Bush approved torture techniques
A DOCUMENT released for the first time on December 20,2004 in New York by the American Civil Liberties Unionsuggests that President Bush issued an Executive Orderauthorising the use of inhumane interrogation methodsagainst detainees in Iraq.

� Joe O�Neill



Tom said in a pen-picture
of his life which appeared in
the CABHAIR Testimonial
Brochure which honoured him
in 2003 that �one of his
proudest moments of his life
was when he took the oath of
allegiance to Óglaigh na
hÉireann and is still proud
today to be able to say he was
true to that oath and is still a
soldier of Óglaigh na
hÉireann�.

The Tricolour-draped

coffin was carried to his grave
by members of his family,
neighbours, friends and
members of the Republican
Movement and was preceded
by two pipers, members of the
local pipe band.

In the course of an oration,
Des Long, Limerick reminded
the large gathering of the
eulogy given by local priest Fr
Madden during the funeral
Mass which said that Tom had

been a pillar of the community,
who loved both his country and
church. Fr Madden had said
that both were important to him
and he was also Life President
of Castlelyons GAA club, a
member of the Pipe Band and
had been active in the local
angling club. He said Tom�s
death was a loss to the
community.

Des Long then gave a
history of Tom�s involvement
in the Republican Movement
from the time that he joined Na
Fianna Éireann at 10 years of
age. In 1935 when he was 16

he joined the IRA and was
active in the procurement of
arms for the ongoing fight
against the forces of
occupation. 

He was also active in the
Intelligence section of the local
command. Des pointed out that
Tom hated injustice in this
country and considered the
greatest injustice in this
country was Partition and
having the forces of the
occupation power, England, in
our country.

He said that Tom had said

recently at the Clonmult
commemoration that anyone
who administered British rule
in Ireland were not
Republicans and should stop
pretending that they were. This
was in direct reference to the
Provos.

In conclusion the speaker
said that Tom�s selfless
devotion to the cause of Ireland
will long be remembered by his
friends and the Republican
Movement. He extended the
sympathy of the Republican
Movement to Tom�s sisters
Brigit and Kitty and also to his
nephews and nieces and his
community in Castlelyons.
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Brón ar an mBÆs

� Tom O�Connell

Tom O�ConnellVOLUNTEER Tom O�Connell, born October 5,1918, was laid to rest in his beloved Castlelyons, CoCork recently. He had spent 76 years of his life aworking member of the Republican Movement.

Frank, who came from alarge family in a smallcommunity, had many interestsand very strong politicalbeliefs. He loved life and livedit to the full but had also knownsadness in his life with thetragic deaths of two of his sons,Alan in 1997 and Fra in 2000.An enthusiastic snooker playerand Leeds United fan he alsoloved the Gaelic and playedhurling in his youth � heattended the Puc Fadaoccasionally.Frank was a stalwartmember of the Dundalk andNewry  Cumann of Sinn FeinPoblachtach, the WillieStewart/Joe Conway CumannHe attended the EdentubberCommemoration lastNovember despite his illness.

He also served for the pastnumber of years as Cisteoir ofComhairle Cuige Laigheann aswell as being a member of theArd Chomhairle. Na FiannaÉireann had a special place inFrank�s heart. He realized theimportance of educating theyouth in Republican politicsbecause ��the youth of today arethe leaders of tomorrow.� Hewas himself at one stage amember of Na Fianna, was veryproud of his association withthem and was always willing tolend them a helping hand.Na Fianna provided aGuard of Honour on Frank�scoffin at the home of hisdaughter Evelyn where he waswaked for two nights. A largecrowd from all walks of lifecalled there to pay their

respects. A very large crowdalso attended the funeral massand burial. On December 22 hisbody was removed to theChurch of the Redeemer for theburial Mass. His coffin was

draped with the National flagand escorted by a Na Fiannahonour guard led by a lonepiper. Prior to his body beingbrought into the church theNational flag was removed at

the insistence of the localclergy. His coffin wasshouldered by his sons,brothers and friends and also byhis daughters and sisters as thecortege made its way to Brid-a-Crin Cemetery. Following thegraveside prayers ArdChomhairle member RuairiWhite, Newry, a close friend ofFrank�s and a fellowRepublican, introduced theLeas Uachtaran of Sinn FeinPoblachtacth, Des Dalton,Kildare who in his orationspoke of Frank�s longcommitment to ending Britishrule in Ireland. �This belief wascentral to everything that Frankdid in his life. From his days asa young member of Na FiannaEireann right up to his untimelydeath Frank was unshakable inhis belief in the Irish people�sright to national freedom andindependence.� Referring to the removal ofthe National flag from Frank�s

coffin at the Church Des Daltonsaid: �The spectacle of theremoval of the national flagfrom Frank�s coffin before hecould be brought into his placeof worship was a sad reflectionon the state of nationalconsciousness that exists inIreland today.�He concluded by saying:�We come here not to mournFrank�s death but to celebratehis life. Frank you will foreverremain our friend and comradeand you will march with usshoulder to shoulder in theongoing struggle for Irishfreedom.�Des extended his deepestsympathy to Evelyn, Keli,Helga, Paul, Mark, Patrick,Patsy, Brae, David, Lisa,Frank�s brothers and sisters,brothers-in-law, sisters-in-law,extended family and his manyfriends. The piper finished byplaying a lament.

Frank GartlandTHE death occurred on December 20, 2004,following a short illness, of Dundalk RepublicanFrank Gartland.

�  Frank Gartland

An ardent Republican,Mícheál was nephew of SéamusWrynn, OC South LeitrimBrigade, IRA who with fiveother Volunteers was killed inaction against British troops atSelton Hill, Gorvagh in March1921.At the removal fromCarrick-on-Shannon Hospital toSt Patrick�s Church,Ballinamore on December 29the coffin was draped in theIrish Tricolour and a Guard of

Honour of Republican SinnFéin members escorted thehearse.Following Mass at 11amnext day the funeral took placeto Oughteragh Cemetery. TheGuard of Honour was again onduty and marched the entiredistance.At the graveside JoeO�Neill of Bundoran, CoDonegal presided. MícheálMcDonagh, Drumshanbo laid awreath on behalf of Leitrim
Comhairle Ceantair,Republican Sinn Féin andPádraig Ó Baoighill, Monaghan

led the recitation of a decade ofthe Rosary in Irish.Ruairí Ó Brádaigh,President of Republican SinnFéin, gave the oration. Hepraised Mícheál Wrynn for hisunfailing and loyal support forthe Cause of Irish Freedom andexpressed the gratitude of allfrom both sides of the Borderwho received shelter andhospitality down the decadesfrom Mícheál, his wife Eileenand their family.Mícheál wasuncompromising in his viewson national affairs. He rejectedStormont as the seat of Britishpower in Ireland and opposedvehemently the voluntarydestruction of arms at the

behest of the Britishgovernment.He agreed with CathalBrugha that not even if the lastVolunteer had fired his last shotshould British rule be acceptedin Ireland.
Accordingly he spurnedthe move to accept a section ofthe British Occupation Forces,the RUC, under a new name orto join them in their work ofputting down those who wouldcontinue the struggle to endEnglish rule here. Such actionwould only prolong theconflict, he felt.Ever an optimist, MícheálWrynn was confident ofeventual success in forcing

British disengagement fromIreland. Each Easter Sunday helaid a wreath at the annualcommemoration ceremonies onbehalf of the relatives of thoselisted on the Co Leitrim Roll ofHonour, including his ownUncle Séamus.�It behoved us all to workto make the ideals of MícheálWrynn a living reality,� thespeaker concluded.
Sympathy was expressedto his wife Eileen, his sonsSéamus and Joseph, hisdaughters, Mary, Siobhán,Carmel and Bríd, his brothersTom and Séamus and sistersMáire and Kathleen and all theextended family.

Mícheál WrynnTHE death took place on December 28 of MícheálWrynn, Tarmon, Ballinamore. Well-known as anindustrious farmer he was 68 years.

� Mícheál Wrynn

A native of Drumsaragh, nearKilrea in Co Derry, the �Farmer� ashe was known, was aged 71 whenhe passed away on December 2,2004 and had been a life-longRepublican who has been active inthe IRA from the beginning of thisphase of the struggle. His mother,Mary O�Kane, has also been activeall her life in Republican politicsand their home was always a targetfor house raids and arrests.While on the run in 1972Farmer was captured in a friend�shouse near Swatragh and internedin Long Kesh. On his release herejoined his unit, but again had hadto go on the run, and again his unitwas highly active, carrying out

many successful operations in theSouth Derry and North Antrim areaaround Kilrea. As OC of the Kilreaunit in the early seventies heperfected a strategy of using smallcells to protect his men, yearsbefore it became common practice.In 1975 he returned to live athome vowing he would not bedriven out of it, and for yearsafterwards he was to suffer at thehands of both loyalists and BritishCrown Forces and was constantlyraided, harassed and arrested.He survived four attempts onhis life, the second of whichMilltown killer Michael Stone lateradmitted to in a Belfast court. Thelast attempt on his life was

uncovered when a neighbouringfarmer unearthed a command wireas he ploughed a field at the rear ofFarmer�s home. The ploughman

called in British Crown Forces whotraced the command wire from afiring point on a disused railwayline to the gable wall of the O�Kane

home.All through the seventies,eighties and nineties he remainedtrue to the Republican cause and hishome, his sheds, his car and himselfwere often at the disposal of theVolunteers of Óglaigh na hÉireann.During these years he saw many ofhis closest comrades killed. Somelike Vol Peter Rodden and his

friends Liam and Geraldine Caseydied in accidents arising from thewar. Others like Séamus and DessieGrew were victim of Britain�sshoot-to-kill policy, while GerardCasey, Danny Cassidy and his ownnephew Tommy Donaghy were allshot dead in blatant acts ofcollusion in the Kilrea area.A hard and uncompromisingman, both in his own life and in hispolitics, Farmer was nonethelessheld in high esteem by all thosewho knew him. He was a mantotally devoid of fear whether onthe battlefield or off it. In the lastmonths of his illness he faced hisdeath with courage and serenity.But then none of us who knew himwould have expected anything less.
To all his family and friends, toJonathan and Ryan, Karen andRathie, to all the O�Kane andDonaghy families, we extend outdeepest sympathy. I measc Laochrana nGael araibh a anam uasal.

John �Farmer� O�KaneTHE chapel choir was playing the plaintive strains ofBoolavogue as an eight-strong guard of honour carriedthe Tricolour-draped coffin of John �Farmer� O�Kane tohis final resting-place.

� (above) Funeral cortege of John �Farmer� O�Kane (right)in Kilrea, Co Derry.



Car crashes involvingmembers of an An GardaSíochána have cost the tax-payer more than �6m inpersonal injury claims over atwo year period according tofigures obtained by theSunday Tribune.� John Burke, SundayTribune, December 5, 2004.The figures also showthat over 20% of the gardadrivers involved in theaccidents had not passed theofficial driving couirse formembers of the force at thetime they were behind thewheel.� John Burke.Gardaí were involved inmore than 860 drivingaccidents over the 2002 and2003 period.� John Burke.A recent major study,�Voices of Immigrants; TheChallenge of Inclusion�found that many immigrantsworking in Ireland are livinghere without close familymembers.� Catherine Cosgrave,(legal officer at the ImmigrantCouncil of Ireland) writing inthe Sunday Tribune,December 5, 2004. These workers tell a storyof loneliness due toseparation from theirfamilies and the studyhighlights the difficulties thatmany experience when tryingto get family members,including children, to jointhem in Ireland.� Catherine Cosgrave.Mary Kelly was denied afair or comprehensive trialand a chance to explain hermotivations. The jury mighthave decided that she wastalking nonsense, or it mightnot. Instead of being judgedby her peers, however, shewas effectively pre-judged bythe court.� Diarmuid Doyle,Sunday Tribune, SundayDecember 5, 2004. Bringing Mary Kelly tocourt was a diversion fromwhat should have been afurther debate about theprecise understandings theIrish government has withthe US over the use ofShannon and the war in Iraq.� Sunday Tribune,article by Diarmuid Doyle.We were denied thatdiscussion because JudgeMoran treated the case like arun-of-the-mill vandalismtrial. But the questions raisedby Mary Kelly will not goaway. Nor should they.� Sunday Tribune.By conceding ground tothe DUP, Taoiseach BertieAhern is playing a dangerousgame. Alarmingly, the Irishgovernment has joined theBritish in calling for visible[Provisional] IRAdisarmament.� Sunday Business Post,December 12, 2004, Editorialheaded �Unionist veto plaguesAgreement�.Paisley has spoken of hisdesire to humiliaterepublicans and make themwear �sackcloth and ashes�.The Irish government�s

call for visible disarmament,meanwhile, gives succour tothose unionists whosedemand remains: �Croppies,lie down�.� Sunday Business PostEditorial.In the context, can oneimagine how welcomepictures of itsdecommissioning be? Wherein the history books mightthey go? Perhaps oppositethe photograph of BobbySands?� Sunday Business Post,December 12, 2004, TomMcGurk article.Bush, when asked if hesupported calls for [UNSecretary General Kofi]Annan�s resignation,pointedly refused to endorsehim� it suggested that theUS had embarked on acourse to topple Annan.� Sunday Tribune,December 12, 2004, article byMarion McKeone.The scandal arosefollowing [Kofi] Annan�scondemnation of the USattack on Falluja and hisdeclaration that the USinvasion of Iraq was illegal.Bush has refused to backAnnan, but British PrimeMinister Blair has supportedhim.� Sunday Business Post,December 12, 2004, DenisHalliday article.Instead of mobilisingpublic opinion to effect achange of policy, Fine Gael islistening to public opinion toeffect a change of personnel.They may win a mandateto govern, but they won�thave a mandate to doanything. They may end upin office, but not in power.� Sunday Business Post,December 12, 2004, BackRoom column.Whatever history maydecide about Dr Paisley, hecannot be accused of fudge.He says now what he hasalways said: �We will notdeal with terrorists unlessthey repent.� For him, thepeace process was and isabout pulling IRA teeth. Thefudges have exited; DrPaisley holds the stage.� Irish Times, December13, 2004, John Waters�column.What he demands is thefinal denouement, by hisscript, in a drama in whichhe, all but uniquely, hasmaintained characterintegrity to the end.� John Waters.The most promisingsentence in the [Provisionalmilitary] statement was that�the full and speedyimplementation of thecomprehensive agreement�would remove the causes ofconflict.All previous [Provisional]republican statementsidentified partition, or theBritish presence, as the rootcause of the conflict, whilethis seemed to indicate a realshift to [Provisional]republican acceptance thatfrom now on there could beno justification for the use offorce, no matter how longpartition continued.� Irish Times, December16, 2004, article by DennisKennedy.The Garda Síochana,lauded as the world�s finestunarmed police force, hasjust spent more than�1million on bullets.Daniel Technologies,based in Navan, Co. Meath,won the biggest contract

worth �826,000 plus VAT at21%. The companyspecialises in the importationand sale of firearms,ammunition and relatedaccessories.� Sunday Business Post,December 19, 2004, article byIan Kehoe.Among Lá�s supporters isIrish speaker and deputygrand Chaplin to the GrandOrange Lodge of Ireland isthe Rev Eric Culberto.�I buy it every day and itis very useful to improve myIrish� he said.� Sunday Business Post,December 19, 2004, articlewritten by Anton MacCába.Photographs of[Provisional] IRA guns beingdestroyed would be used bydissident (sic) Republicans topaint the Provisionals astraitors. The party needs tobe sure that they legacy of themainstream [Provisional]republican movement doesnot boil down to a portfolio ofphotographs.� Sunday Business Post,December 19, 2004, articlewritten by Paul T Colgan.[Provisional] Sinn Féinsources claim that [Bertie]Ahern�s volte face onMonday, when he initiallyappeared to accept theparty�s argument thatphotograph�s of [Provisional]IRA arms was�unworkable�, only toretract this later in anapology to Paisley, hasundermined nationalist faithin his ability to marshal thepolitical process.� Paul Colgan.The Irish Council forCivil Liberties condemnedthe move [by Mr McDowellto set a second SpecialCriminal Court], however,saying the Minister should bedismantling the non-jurycourt, which was set up todeal with paramilitary-linked crime, rather thanstrengthening it.Ms Aisling Reidy,director of the council, saidthe Special Criminal Courtwas now used for�convenience� when the

State did not want to offercertain accused personsequal rights to a fair trial.� Irish Times, December23, 2004.The review [of theOffences Against the StateActs] took place after the UNHuman Rights Committeefound in April 2001 thatsending cases to the SpecialCriminal Court on the basisof a certificate from the DPPwithout any explanationviolated the rights of theaccused to a jury trial.� Irish Times.While Irish and Britishvessels have signed up to athree-month ban on codfishing in three �closed�areas representing 4,500square miles in total off theWaterford and Cornishcoasts, Belgian beamers willfish for one month in thearea.� Irish Times, December23, 2004.A 27% cut in the Irishmackerel quota has beendescribed as �devastating�by the fishing industry.� Irish Times.The Church of Irelandprimate Archbishop RobinEames has called for �acommunity-wide anddetermined effort� to tacklesectarianism and racialattacks.� Irish Times, December23, 2004, Patsy McGarry,Religious AffairsCorrespondent.�Eventually it came downto defining the Republicanterms and the wording of theDeclaration of Intent byBritain to leave Ireland,� MrÓ Brádaigh said.However, he said, 60armed Special Branchofficers and 120 uniformedGardaí arrived and broke upthe negotiations.� Irish News (Belfast),December 30, 2004, quotingfrom article by Ruairí ÓBrádaigh on the 30thanniversary of the Feakle talks.He [political historianÉamon Phoenix] said theDublin government had alsobeen enraged by a statement

released by the [Protestant]Churchmen praising theRepublican leadership.� Irish News.Dr Phoenix said violencehad escalated throughout thelatter months of 1974 andthere was �a great sense ofdoom and gloom� at the time.�Then suddenly therewas this twinkling candle atChristmas in the form of theFeakle talks. This broughtgreat hope.�� Irish News.Tax breaks for Ireland�srichest people � thanks to 28relief schemes � cost thegovernment �8.3 billion eachyear, according to a reviewby the RevenueCommissioners.� Irish Independent,December 31, 2004, Review ofthe year.Ireland is the last countryon either side of the Atlanticto allow offshore salmondrift-netting and pressure ismounting to end thedamaging practice.The seas around Irelandare dying. After decades ofover-fishing and the arrivalof supertrawlers which suckup fish with nets spanning 30miles, stocks of the best-known species such as cod,hake and plaice, were put onan official list of endangeredspecies, in fact three-quartersof the fish stocks are eitherdepleted or in danger.� Irish IndependentReview.At the height of theTroubles in 1974, [British]Prime Minister HaroldWilson drew up a secret�Doomsday� plan inreadiness for a �panic�British withdrawal fromNorthern Ireland, accordingto secret files publishedtoday.� Irish News (Belfast),January 1, 2004.An Irish (sic) governmentfile released this week anddated November 1974envisaged healthcareprovisions for up to 100,000northern refugees in apossible �Doomsday�situation.

A note from the Irish RedCross on the file records thatin August 1969, at theoutbreak of the Troubles, 500houses were burned in theFalls area and £4,000 spenton refugees by the charitableorganisation.� Irish News.By May 16 [1974],roadblocks and barricadeshad been set up in variousparts of the north and onMay 17, as the strikeescalated, 33 people werekilled in n0-warning carbombs in Dublin andMonaghan.� Irish News.Get [Provisional] SinnFéin signed up (to a deal onpolicing) as soon as possible;give them the changes theywant to the Special Branchand the local area divisions.Because once a deal is doneon policing, almost nothingelse matters.� Sunday Business Post,January 2, 2005, Between theLines by Vincent Browne.It [a deal on policing]copperfastens the acceptanceof the state by [Provisional]republicans, and coercesthem � in time � into theabandonment of all illegalactivity, includingparamilitarism.� Vincent Browne.Michael Gaughan, thehunger-striker�s funeral in1974 was �the greatest showever of IRA strength�.� RTÉ 1 TV, January 2,on the 26-County State papersreleased under the 30-yearrule.Spain�s Prime Minister,José Luis RodriguezZapatero has angrilydismissed a proposal by theBasque (regional) parliamentto negotiate independence forthe region, condemning theplan as secessionist andunconstitutional.� Irish Independent,January 4, 2005.The British governmentforesaw the 1981 hungerstrikes as early as 1975 butdecided to let fastingprisoners die, according tofiles just released [under theFreedom of Information Actin the Six Counties]�The MoD [Ministry ofDefence] files relate to the1975/76 period when theNorthern Ireland Office(NIO) officials had said asearly as December 1975 thatrepublican hunger strikersshould be allowed to die.� Irish News (Belfast),January 5, 2005.In response to theannouncement by the PSNIchief constable, Hugh Orde,that the [Provisional] IRAare the chief suspects for theNorthern Bank robbery, theTaoiseach was curiouslyrestrained, saying it was asetback for the peace processbut adding that everybodyinvolved would have to workharder to secure a deal in thenext few months.It was an extraordinarymild response given thenature of the issue at stake.� Sunday Tribune,January 9, 2005, Opinioncolumn by Stephen Collins.Security sources haveconfirmed to the SundayTribune that, before theNorthern Bank heist, policehad received intelligence thatthe Provisional IRA wasplanning a major bankrobbery in Belfast.� Sunday Tribune,January 9, 2005, article bySuzanne Breen.
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Seán RussellMonumentVandalisedA charaOver the Christmas periodcowardly mindless thugsvandalized a NationalMonument in Fairview Park �the Seán Russell Monument.There has been for anumber of years a deliberateorchestrated attempt tomisinform the public as to therole of Seán Russell�s fight forIrish freedom. In some casesinflammatory remarks weremade in order to point-score,provoke people or indeedhighlight their own politicalimportance.In June 2004 during theEuropean elections remarkscalling for the demolition of themonument on the grounds thatit was a symbol of the ThirdReich were not only ignorant,over the top but also careless.Any incitement againsttolerance leads to the path offascism.Seán Russell was notfascist: he was a proud,dedicated Irish Republican. Onboard the German U-boat withSeán Russell was the great Irishsocialist Frank Ryan whofought against fascism duringthe Spanish Civil War. Thedirty tricks being used toblemish the good name of thisgreat Irishman are reminiscentof those used to blacken RogerCasement. The similarity ofRoger Casement and SeánRussell�s actions are identical.The monument not onlyhonoured Seán Russell but theVolunteers of the Forties, thehunger strikers Tony Darcy,Seán Mac Neela and SeánMcCaughey. The dark fortiesin neutral Ireland saw thecontroversial execution ofGeneral George Plant, CharlieKerins stood on the ScaffoldHigh, while many more wereexecuted. The National GravesAssociation will repair thedamage. An appeal fund willbe set up to restore thisNational Monument.MATT DOYLESecretaryNational GravesAssociationBox 710574 Dame StreetDublin 2There's Only One Sinn FéinA chara,Brian Feeney claims thatthe Provos are the trueinheritors of the Sinn Féin title.He rightly claims that "it'spreposterous for Fianna Fáil toclaim any continuity with SinnFéin in 1905 because theybroke with the party when deValera went into [LeinsterHouse]."However, he fails to extendthis logic to the Provos who

also sold out to the partitionparliament of Leinster Housein 1986. They acted in breachof the Sinn Féin constitution,but others (including Ruairí ÓBrádaigh and the late Daithí ÓConaill) withdrew from theArd-Fheis with the intactConstitution of Sinn Féin andreconvened the Ard-Fheiselsewhere.This year we will becelebrating 100 years ofunbroken continuity. Sinn Féinwas founded in 1905 towithdraw the Irishrepresentation fromWestminster. This fundamentalprinciple was extended toinclude the partitionparliaments of Stormont andLeinster House. It became anexclusively Republicanorganisation in 1917. TheProvos are happy to sit in bothof these British-createdinstitutions which wereestablished to subvert the All-Ireland Republic. Ourallegiance is to the 32-CountyRepublic proclaimed in arms atEaster 1916, and established byDáil Éireann in January of1919. Other organisationspurporting to be Republican donot adhere to the said Republic.Others, including FineGael, Fianna Fáil and theWorkers' Party had the honestyand decency to change thename of their organisationsafter abandoning thesefundamental principles. It isunfortunate that the Provos donot have the honesty anddecency to drop all use of thename Sinn Féin, and theycontinue to use this namewithout authorisation.REPUBLICAN SINNFÉINDerryÉIRE NUA �TheIrish Alternative A charaThe State Department�srecent addition of RepublicanSinn Féin � a legal politicalparty in Ireland and England �to the known foreign terroristlist is another attempt to censorthe Irish-drafted ÉIRE NUA(New Ireland) federal peaceformula in the U.S. TheAmerican people are beingdenied the right to comparecompeting schools of thoughton U.S. foreign policyconcerning Irish peace at thebehest of the Britishgovernment.ÉIRE NUA is an Irish-drafted peace proposal putforward as a viable alternativeto the failed British arrangedStormont Agreement. ÉIRENUA proposes a federalIreland incorporating the fourhistoric provinces, and creatingstrong provincial parliamentswith devolution of power downto the local levels.These Irish-authoredproposals are visionary andcomprehensive, and willprovide for a just and lastingpeace for all of Ireland�scitizens regardless of religious

background or politicalaffiliations � something theStormont Agreement has failedto do since its inception almostseven years ago.The State Department�svisa denial policy against theproponents of ÉIRE NUAdenies the American people theright to evaluate this Irishpeace endeavor. The conveningof congressional hearings toallow the testimonies of ÉIRENUA proponents, includingRuairí Ó Brádaigh, President ofRepublican Sinn Féin, shouldbe carried out without delay.BRIAN WARDLOWNew Jersey, USAHollowCelebrationsA charaThe Provos are, it seems,planning large-scalecelebrations to commemoratethe founding of Sinn Féin 100years ago this year, 2005. Howhypocritical can you get? Howcan they go to the graves ofbrave and honourable men andwomen who gave their lives forthe 32-County Irish Republic.They who advocated andfully collaborated with FiannaFáil to sign away Articles 2 & 3of the 26-County Constitution.They are so far into bed withthe same party that perhapsnow would be an appropriatetime to leave the honourablename �Sinn Féin� behind them.They then will have plentyof time for their hollowcelebrations, perhaps tea froma silver teapot would beappropriate. MATT LEENTralee, Co KerryDancimgToBlair�sTuneA chara,So Ian Paisley wantsRepublicans to become �an oldcomrades society�? He is not I fear, keepingwell informed on matters, for ifhe was he would see that GerryAdams and company havemore or less done the job forhim, so far as the Provos areconcerned.In his anxiety to be able todemonstrate his reformation tohis new masters in London, MrAdams, or perhaps one fineday, Lord Adams, has trampledover every sacred principle oftrue Republicanism.It is both strange and tragicthat every generation of heroesIreland produces inevitably hasa smattering of traitors hidingin the bottom of the barrel. Wehave seen it all before.Perhaps they put something inthat tea that they give them in

Downing Street.At least with Dr No weknow what side he is on. Hestill sings the same song fromthe same hymn sheet that hesang from in 1968.Gerry and companyhowever, are more than eagerto dance a jig to any tune thatBlair chooses to play.I wonder how long beforeGerry, Martin and Mitchell turnup at the cenotaph with poppiesand wreaths and beer all aroundin the Legion club afterwards?LIAM Ó CEALLAIGHWirral, EnglandTUAS �ProvoStrokeA charaIn his/her column last week(Sunday Business Post,December 12, p15) your BackRoom columnist wrote that theProvisional Sinn Féin  �TUAS�document was  �the basis forthe (1994) [PIRA] ceasefire ...�If the truth had been known atthe time, that same documentcould have prevented the PIRAceasefire from ever takingplace.�TUAS� was  �sold� to thepolitical establishment (ieWestminster, Stormont andLeinster House), by the Adamsleadership, as a means bywhich the ProvisionalMovement intended to pursueits aims (a better deal inStormont ...?) � a Totally Un-Armed Strategy , whereas thesame document was  �sold� tothe Provisional membership assignaling a Tactical Use ofArmed Struggle! Those with long memories(or a good Irish history book athand!) will be aware that, in1922, Michael Collins pulled asimilar �stroke� regarding theBoundary Commission(established under Article 12 ofthe 1921 Treaty of Surrender)which he �sold� to his ownpeople as a good implementwith which to end partition,despite knowing otherwise.  JOHN HORAN (PRO)Comhairle Ceantair ÁthaCliathRepublican Sinn FéinAgreementMeans50 moreYears ofOccupationA charaIf only Ian Paisley weremore flexible we could havethe assembly up and running.Our MLAs would no longer beon 70% salary but would getfull pay. And formerRepublicans would once again

be Crown Ministers.But objectively speaking(or writing), Na Sealadaighmay well be right. AnComhaontas Bhéal Feirstemight well lead to a UnitedIreland. Most things arepossible but personally I don�tbelieve this one is. As I see itthis Agreement will guaranteeat least another 50 years of�Northern Ireland� remainingin the �United Kingdom�.But it could still bepossible. And if so Mícheál ÓCoileáin was right in seeing the�Treaty� as a stepping-stone tofull freedom. Éamon de Valerawas wrong to oppose AnSaorstát. But he quicklycorrected his position and inTeach Laighean in 1932 hestated �I did not realise that theTreaty was such a powerfulweapon for freedom�. Fromthere he went on to jail andexecute Republicans.Seán Mac Bride madeanother effort to work the�Treaty� with Clann naPoblachta. And at the time hewas ably supported by John ACostello. Between them theymanaged to leave theCommonwealth and declarethe 26 Counties to be arepublic. But did anythingchange. No! It was all anillusion.
The 1970s brought anotherdeparture; or two. The effort tomake Sinn Féin into a Marxistorganisation. This led to �SinnFéin Oifigiúil� choosing the�constitutional route�. The�Officials� eventuallydisappeared into Páirtí nanOibrithe, into Daonlathas Cléand in the end into An LuchtOibre. But have we come anynearer to Éire saor agusGaelach? Just look around.By 1986 we have the latestopting for the �constitutionalroute�. The recognition ofTeach Laighean and thewillingness to take seats there.And in Stormont! Next stopWestminster! And why not?Then the circle would becomplete. Back to where westarted after the Act of Union.Representation similar to thatprovided by John Redmondand the Irish Party.So Ruairí could be wrongand Gerry could be right. Andif Gerry is right then Mícheál ÓCoileáin was right at an earlierstage in the game. In themeantime, energy and muchlife was wasted.

Those leaders whodeparted from the Republicanpath may have done so insincerity but they had thelessons learned from history toguide them. I always had somerespect for the memory ofMícheál Ó Coileáin who did somuch for an Phoblacht. Liam ÓLoinsigh, Chief-of-Staff ofÓglaigh na hÉireann duringCogadh na gCarad was sadlypuzzled as to how he [ÓCoileáin] who had fought sohard for an Phoblacht couldthen fight against it.And so it goes on.PÁDRAIG UaCORBAIDHCo an ChabháinDivideAndConquerA charaIn a  recent issue ofSAOIRSE, your contributor PMac Fhínín (surprisingly)states, �he [Bush] needs to beput in the dock with SaddamHussein and both should standtrial before an internationaltribunal�.Has P Mac Fhínín learnedanything re Brits/imperialismin 35 years of struggle in theSix Counties (or indeed theprevious 800 years), ie youdemonise people first and thenyou shoot them as well asdivide and conquer. SaddamHussein did invade Kuwait butKuwait had been part of Iraq atone stage until it fell foul ofAnglo-Saxon divide andconquer strategy.It is well for imperialistpowers to find �massgraves/torture chambers etc ifnecessary with a news-hungryimperialist press waiting and agullible public at home.As the Brits/US and theirlackeys have begun todemonise Cuba etc we shouldrealise that Cuba has fullemployment, free education (atall levels), free health service.Cuba was a playground for therich with drugs,unemployment, illiteracy,poverty etc before Castro.As one illiterate Cubanwho had experienced thatstated, �if this is socialism let�shave more of it� as he had nowwork and his son was going toschool.
S O MEAGERLondon

Letters to the Editor should be as short as possible and written or typed in double-spacing on one side of the page. Name and address must be included, but on request will not be published.
Letters printed do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of SAOIRSE.

Postal address: 223 Parnell Street, Dublin 1. Letters may also be faxed to Dublin 872 9757 or by  e-mail tosaoirse@iol.ie 

12                                                                                                                                                                           Saoirse-Irish Freedom � Eanáir/January 2005



A HAPPY and prosperous New Year to all our members and supporters.From peig King, Ard-Oifig.BIRTHDAY greeting to Stiofán Ó Dáláigh, POW, Maghaberry Gaol fromColm Mitchell, Chicago.CONGRATULATIONS to our Patron Dan Keating on his 103rd birthday.From Kerry Comhairle Ceantair, Republican Sinn Féin.CONGRATULATIONS to our Patron Dan Keating on his 103rd birthday.From the Maurice O�Neill Cumann, Cahersiveen, Republican Sinn Féin.CONGRATULATIONS to our Patron Dan Keating on his 103rd birthday.From James O�Shea, Caherciveen, Co Kerry. CONGRATULATIONS to our Patron Dan Keating on his 103rd birthday.From the O�Neill family, Caherciveen, Co Kerry.CONGRATULATIONS to our Patron Dan Keating on his 103rd birthday.From the Garvey family, Caherciveen, Co Kerry.CONGRATULATIONS to Timmy King, Republican Prisoner, PortlaoisePrison and Samantha on the birth of a baby girl Niamh on Christmasmorning. From the Republican prisoners, portlaoise jail.NEW Year greetings to Republican prisoners and their families for 2005.From CABHAIR (Irish Republican Prisoners Dependants Fund) CentralCommittee.NEW Year greetings to all Republican prisoners loyal to the All-IrelandRepublicPortlaoise and Maghaberry prisons. From Comhairle ChúigeLaighean, Sinn Féin Poblachtach.NEW Year greetings to Timmy King, POW, Portlaoise Gaol from ColmMitchell, Chicago.NEW Year greetings to Paddy Deery, POW, Portlaoise Gaol from ColmMitchell, Chicago.NEW Year greetings to all Republican Prisoners in Portlaoise andMaghaberry, from Colm Mitchell, Chicago.
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Beannachtaí

A life-long Republican,Peter who was in his 80s was afarmer and builder by trade.Down all the years Peter wasinvolved with all aspects of theRepublican Movement, but hada special affinity with thepolitical prisoners. Manyprisoners who went throughLong Kesh, Portlaoise and theEnglish jails especially in the1970s and �80s will remember

Peter for his generosity andkindness.His strong belief in the 32-County Irish Republic stayedwith him all through his life andhe remained true to the DromboeMartyrs, Charlie Kerins,Maurice O�Neill and the hungerstrikers.Peter has joined hiscomrades Paddy Dillane andWillie Walsh who predeceased

him and the RepublicanMovement has lost a staunchand loyal friend. Republicansfrom all over Kerry attended hisfuneral both on Saturdayevening and his burial at Old

Listowel Cemetery on Sunday,December 12.
The Republican Movementextends sincere sympathy to theHayes family.

Selection of goods from Irish Freedom Press

� The Croppy�s Complaint, music and song of 1798,CD, �18.50.

� Post and packing extra. Send orders with cheques or postal orders only to Irish
Freedom Press, 223 Parnell Street, Dublin 1.

Brón ar an mBÆs

� The Poet and the Piper, Séamus Heaney and LiamO�Flynn, CD, �17.30.

� Women of Ireland, a biographical dictionary by Kitand Cyril Ó Céirín. �16.50. � A Very British Jihad, collusion, conspiracy and cover-up in Northern Ireland by Paul Larkin, �17.44.

� Clear the Way, Derek Warfield, CD �15.
� Hanna Sheehy Skeffington, A Life, by MargaretWard. �18.95.

� Tom Barry, IRA Freedom Fighter by Meda Ryan (HB)�30.

Peter HayesTHE death took place peacefully at his residence inBedford, Listowel, Co Kerry of Peter Hayes. He hadnot been too well for the past 12 months but hispassing still came as a shock especially to his manyfriends and comrades in the Republican Movement.

Jimmy HisloppIT was with regret that Republicans in Belfastlearnt of the death at his home in Belfast duringthe Christmas period.
Jimmy was well-known inBelfast where he lived. Herejected the Stormont set-upand would always take part inRepublican Sinn Féin�s Eastercommemoration at Milltownin Belfast.He was a close friend andcomrade of Billy McKee andwas often a visitor to theRepublican Sinn Féin office in

Belfast.The National Flag wasplaced on Jimmy�s coffin bymembers of BelfastRepublican Sinn Féin and alarge crowd turned out for hisfuneral on December 30.
Jimmy will be greatlymissed by his friends andcomrades in Belfast.



THE nat-ionalc o l l e c t i o norganised forC h r i s t m a smorning in 1954was a huges u c c e s s .Sponsored by AnC u m a n nC a b h a r a c h(Republican AidCommittee) itaimed to relieve distress to the familiesof Republican Prisoners.An t-Éireannach Aontaithe/TheUnited Irishman in its January 1955issue reported �Magnificent Support forPrisoners� and went on to list theamounts received already from variousareas. This public acknowledgement ofcontributions became a feature of thepaper each month from then on.In various places money was donated withoutbeing actually sought. Offaly County Board of theGAA, the Irish Press of February 1 said, �agreedthat each club should contribute ten shillings to afund for the dependents of the men imprisoned asa result of the raid on Omagh barracks.�In Roscommon town on December 27 at theannual Christian Brothers School past-pupilsdance, a raffle took place for the �men in Belfastjail�.The Roscommon Herald of December 24reported a general meeting in Elphin of the CountyIRA Commemoration Committee. A resolutionwas passed unanimously �acclaiming andextending goodwill to the Republican prisoners inBelfast and English jails, pledging renewed loyaltyto the ideals for which they are imprisoned,guaranteeing unremitting support for theDependents Committee and calling on RepublicanRoscommon to rally to and take its rightful placein the final overthrow of British Imperialism andaggression�.�A sub-committee was formed and it wasdecided to send to the Dependents Aid Committeea cheque for £20 representing subscriptions frommembers and sympathisers in Elphin andRoscommon, also £5 two shillings subscribed bythe members present to provide necessaries for theprisoners in Belfast jail�.  Support for the Republican cause soared as thesales of the Republican newspaper went up and up.Local councils again took a stand in Cork, Kerry,Longford, Westmeath and Roscommon. Mayo CoCouncil�s protest at the sentences on the Omaghprisoners and support for their families wasmentioned last month.The Irish Press of December 21 noted:�Resolutions congratulating the mensentenced for their part in the Omagh raid wereunanimously carried yesterday at meetings ofKerry and Cork Co Councils.�In Cork, Mr J Moynihan (FF) said he wasproposing the motion not to encourage suchaction, but because the gallant stand of these mendeserve congratulations.�Mr S Holland (FF) seconded. Messrs PMcAuliffe TD (Lab) and Senator JL O�Sullivan(FG) supported. �It is well that we still have suchmen to make their contribution from Co Cork� saidMr McAuliffe.�Mr MJ Corry TD (FF) said that, as one whobelieved there was only one way that they couldrecover the Six Counties, he wished to beassociated with the vote.�The Kerry resolution, proposed by EJ Walsh(FF) and seconded by D Keating (FF), protestedagainst the sentences imposed on the eight menand also congratulated them.�Twelve (British) soldiers stationed in Omaghbarracks when it was raided on October 17 havebeen commended by the officer commanding theBritish Army in the Six Counties, Lieut-GeneralSir John Woodall�, the Irish Press reportconcluded. �A resolution protesting to the BritishGovernment against the sentences imposed for theOmagh raid and sympathising with the convictedmen and their relatives was passed by Longford

Co Council on Saturday�, according to theLongford Leader of December 25.�The resolution was proposed by Mr BrianKiernan (FF) and seconded by the Chairman, MrM Drum (FF)�.The Roscommon Herald of December 24 said:�At their meeting last Thursday night, BoyleTown Commissioners protested against the�savage sentences� imposed on the Irishmen in theNorth in connection with the Omagh raid.�Mr Michael Tansey condemned the �savagesentences on those Irishmen who were tried fortreason � treason against whom?�, he asked. �Ithink the people who should be tried for treasonare the quislings of the Northern junta.�I would like the Commissioners to pass avote of sympathy with the relatives of those braveyoung men and with themselves on theirimprisonment.Mr Tansey asked that the (26-County)Minister for External Affairs protest to theNorthern Parliament against the sentences. Mr JClarke, Chairman, seconded the proposal.�At the monthly meeting of Mullingar MentalHospital Board on Thursday last, Mr MJ Drum(FF Longford) proposed a resolution protestingagainst the Six-County Government in sentencingeight citizens of the Irish Republic to long terms ofimprisonment in connection with the raid onOmagh Military Barracks�. This was a reportcarried in the Longford Leader of December 25.It went on �He said these men were chargedwith felony to a British Queen. No citizen of theIrish Republic could be charged with that offence,because they owed no allegiance to her or to theBritish Empire. She was on her way out�, he said.�The last time she visited Northern Ireland(sic) there were fifty cars travelling at fifty milesan hour behind her in case the entourage should be�torpedoed�.�Mr J Fagan, Westmeath, seconded and saidthe day was coming when there would be a 32-County Republic.�Mr T Darcy (Lab, Westmeath) supporting themotion (a copy of which was directed to beforwarded to the Minister for External Affairs)said the people that framed the Constitution neverintended it for a 26 but a 32-County Ireland.�It was the duty of every Irishman to protest inthe strongest possible manner against the doings of�this court of mock justice in sentencing these boysto long terms of imprisonment, who did their dutyto the Irish people just the same as the men of1916.� �Let the Northern Government release thesemen without any further hesitation� said Mr Darcy.The motion was passed unanimously�.Meanwhile in early December an importantIRA meeting had taken place. All OfficersCommanding local units had been summoned tothe capital.They were addressed by Tony Mangan, Chief

of Staff and Tómas MacCurtáin, Chair of theArmy Council.The two GHQ Officers told the assembledOCs of a new General Army Order which hadbeen voted into Regulations by the Army Council.It would rank as General Army Order No 8.It stated: �Volunteers are strictly forbidden totake any military action against 26-County forcesunder any circumstances whatsoever�.It went on: �Volunteers arrested duringtraining or in possession of arms will point out thatthe arms were for use against the British forces ofoccupation only. This statement should berepeated at all subsequent court proceedings�.Other points made in the General orderincluded �Minimum arms shall be used in trainingin the 26-County area� and �Maximum securityprecautions must be taken� including postingscouts �to warn of emergency�.The attitude of Volunteers to the forces of the26-County State was thus defined at the level ofGeneral Army Orders. This was done at a highpoint in the fortunes and morale of the Army andleft no room for doubt as to its terms. (Ref.Brendan O�Brien�s The Long War (Appendix 2)published 1993).Also in December on the 11th of the month agreat demonstration numbering 2,300 studentsmarched through the centre of Dublin. Theycarried a coffin draped with a Union Jack as theychanted anti-British slogans and sang nationalsongs. This was the largest student demo ever and itsupported the Republican prisoners. SéamusSoraghan, BL, presided at the rally and said thatthe bravery of the prisoners in battle and nobledignity in the dock had won the respect of theirmost bitter enemies.Billy Flynn (Medical Student UCD),Breandán Ó Dubhghaill (UCD Arts) and SeosaimhMacCriostail (UCD Law) spoke and gave eloquentaddresses. The Irish Press of December 12 notedthat students of Trinity College and of the Collegeof Surgeons also took part in the march.Of the many banners carried some had sloganssuch as �Students Support Omagh Prisoners�;�Ireland, not yours or mine, but ours�; �Irelandwants patriots not politicians�; �Kevin Barry, PhilClarke, you?� �A country divided cannot stand�;and �UCD proud of Phil Clarke�.In his Christmas address, delivered in StPatrick�s Cathedral, Armagh, Cardinal D�Altonsaid the injustice of Partition was so glaring that itcould not continue.�I appeal to our young men not to join anyunauthorised forces, to which apparently they aresometimes asked to bind themselves by oath�, hewas reported by the Sunday Independent,December 26, as saying.With all due respect, the Cardinal was 30 yearsout of date. The Volunteer Oath of Allegiance tothe Republic, which called for its defence �againstall enemies, foreign and domestic,� was abolishedby the General Army Convention of 1925.The same convention withdrew the Army�sallegiance from the shadow RepublicanGovernment of the Second (All-Ireland) Dáil andadopted an Army Constitution which containedthe following Declaration or word of honour fromVolunteers:�I � A.B� promise that I will promote theobjects of Óglaigh na h-Éireann to the best of myknowledge and ability and that I will obey allorders and regulations issued to me by the ArmyAuthority and by my superior officers�. (Ref. �TheSecret Army� by J Bowyer Bell, p68).The Republican organ for January announcedthat the sponsors of An Siamsa Mór annual céilí inthe Dublin Mansion House on Sunday, January 16would donate the proceeds to the Republican AidCommittee for the Prisoners Dependents.Republicans were urged to support the event.Offstage, other events were taking place.Fourteen men were arrested on November18 whena County Inspector and 70 RUC men surrounded aformer AOH Hall at Annaghmore on the roadbetween Portadown and Dungannon.All 14 were from north Antrim and werecharged with possession of an old Lee Enfield riflewhich was found under old mineral boxes in thehall. After several remands, twelve were released

and two sent for trial.Joseph B O�Hagan (32) Lurgan was found notguilty and Hugh Brady (23) Lurgan was sentencedto three years in Belfast Jail where he joined otherRepublican prisoners.The Irish Press of December 8 reported thatKevin O�Rourke (27) Banbridge was sentenced tofive years imprisonment at Belfast Winter Assizes.He was accused of possession of a .380 revolver;six rounds of ammunition; three electricdetonators and a fuse box in Newry the previousAugust.The first jury found him �mute of malice�when he refused to speak, the second disagreed onthe charge that the arms belonged to KevinO�Rourke and the third found him guilty. He toowas sentenced to A-Wing Belfast Jail.Then on December 7 a British CustomsOfficer was shot and seriously wounded at FavorRoyal Customs Post near Aughnacloy, Co Tyrone.Four young men escaped, one with a rifle, from avan which was rammed by a Customs patrol car.In the van were found a Thompsonsubmachine gun, four .303 rifles, a revolver and1,000 rounds of ammunition as well as a suitcasefilled with gelignite. Two brothers, Daniel andPatrick O�Kane, Striffe, Mountfield, Co Tyrone,who owned the van were arrested and chargedwith �attempted murder�.After several remands, both were dischargedby the court. The Irish Press of December 9reported that it had been established that the armsin the van were not part of the material taken in theOmagh Raid in June. It was believed to belong toLiam Kelly�s organisation, Saor Ulaidh.A statement from General Headquarters,Óglaigh na h-Éireann said �we are in a position tostate that the Irish Republican Army was in no wayconnected with this affair�.Similar statements were issued regularly atthat time denying any connection with incidentswhich occurred during a period of tension andgreat excitement.In the Irish Press of January 26 a letterappeared from the parents and a brother of theCork men in Belfast Jail in reply to another letterwhich implied that these men, Séan O�Hegarty,Liam Mulcahy and Séan O�Callaghan, �regrettedhaving taken part in the Omagh Action and thattheir relatives would confirm this implication�.The relatives had visited the prisoners severaltimes and quoted them as saying �they wouldwillingly volunteer for a similar venture should theopportunity arise�. The writer of the first letter was�incapable of understanding the pride andcourage� of the prisoners. Séan Mulcahy, John O�Hegarty and LukeO�Callaghan signed the second letter.Dr Kathleen Lynn, a veteran Republican of theAnglican faith, died during 1955. She was born onJanuary 28, 1874 and died on September 9, 1955. Born in north Mayo and reared at Cong insouth Mayo, where her father was Church ofIreland rector, she was one of the first women inIreland to graduate in medicine in 1899 from theRoyal University in Dublin.She took part in the 1916 Rising as medicalOfficer to the Irish Citizen Army. In 1919 shefounded St Ultan�s Hospital (in Charlemont Street,Dublin) for children. A member of the NationalExecutive of Sinn Féin in 1917, she was electedTD for North Dublin in 1923.Opposing the Treaty of Surrender and theFianna Fáil breakaway, she contested the DublinCounty constituency for Sinn Féin in August 1927.Her great interest in later years lay in social andeconomic activity for the relief of distress, theprovision of school meals, etc.When she died in 1955 she was buriedalongside her Republican activist friendMadeleine ffrench-Mullen in Dean�s GrangeCemetery, Co Dublin.
(More next month. Ref. An t-ÉireannachAontaithe/The United Irishman, January 1955;Irish Press, December 21, 12, 8, 9, January 26 andFebruary 1; Sunday Independent, December 26;Roscommon Herald, December 24; LongfordLeader, December 25; The Long War by BrendanO�Brien (1993) and The Secret Army by J BowyerBell ( 1970, �74, �79 etc).)
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50Years Ago

VERY  SUCCESSFULPRISONERS�  COLLECTION

� Dr Kathleen Lynn and Madeleineffrench-Mullen.



BEGLEY, The John Mitchell Cumannof Republican Sinn Féin, Dungiven,extends sincere sympathy to Michaeland Bernie Begley and all of the familycircle on the tragic death of their son,Michael Gerard.DALTON, The Ard Chomhairle,Republican Sinn Féin, extends sinceresympathy to Des Dalton and family,Kildare on the death of his uncle Mark.DALTON, Deepest sympathy isextended to Des Dalton and family,Kildare on the death of his uncle Mark.From Comhairle Chúige Laighean,Republican Sinn Féin.HAYES, Kerry Comhairle Ceantair,Republican Sinn Féin extends sinceresympathy to the Hayes family, Listowel,Co Kerry on the death of Peter.HAYES, Sincere condolences areextended to the Hayes family, Listowel,Co Kerry on the death of Peter. FromMaurice Dowling, Tralee.HAYES, Sincere sympathy is extendedto the Hayes family, Listowel, Co Kerryon the death of Peter. From Tom Lawlorand Liam Cotter, Tralee.HAYES, Deepest sympathy is extended

to the Hayes family, Listowel, Co Kerryon their sad loss. Peter was a trueIrishman. From Matt Leen, Tralee.GARTLAND, The Ard Chomhairle,Republican Sinn Féin, extends sinceresympathy to Des Dalton and family,Kildare on the death of his uncle Mark.GARTLAND, Republican Sinn Féin,Belfast extends deepest sympathy to thefamily and friends of our comrade FrankGartland, Dundalk who died onDecember 20, 2004.GARTLAND, The staff of 229 FallsRoad extend the deepest sympathy tothe family of our friend and comradeFrank Gartland who died on December20, 2004, may he rest in peace GARTLAND, Deepest sympathy to thefamily of Frank Gartland who died onDecember 20, 2004, from all hiscomrades in Belfast and County Antrim. GARTLAND, Deepest sympathy isextended to the family of our comradeFrank Gartland who died on theDecember 20 2004 from the RepublicanMovement BelfastGARTLAND, Deepest sympathy isextended to the family of our departedcomrade, Frank Gartland, Dundalk, whodied on December 20. From KildareComhairle Ceantair, Republican Sinn

Féin. GARTLAND, Sincere sympathy isextended to the family of FrankGartland, Dundalk who died onDecember 20, 2004. From Ruairí andNaoimh White.GARTLAND,  Sincere sympathy isextended to the family of FrankGartland, Dundalk who died onDecember 20, 2004. From WillieStewart/Joe Conway Cumann, Dundalk& Newry.GARTLAND,  Sincere sympathy isextended to the family of FrankGartland, Dundalk who died onDecember 20, 2004.  From PaddyWhite& family, Newry.GARTLAND, Sincere sympathy isextended to the family of FrankGartland, Dundalk who died onDecember 20, 2004.  From Líta NíChathmhaoil.GARTLAND, Sincere sympathy isextended to the family of FrankGartland, Dundalk who died onDecember 20, 2004. From Ollie White,Newry.GARTLAND, Sincere sympathy isextended to the family of FrankGartland, Dundalk who died onDecember 20, 2004. I will miss all your

texts Frank! Róisín Hayden.GARTLAND, To the family and manyfriends of Frank I extend my deepestsympathy on his untimely death onDecember 20, 2004.You passionatelybelieved in a 32 County Irish RepublicFrank. You will have to work from upthere now to help us achieve it. Slán mochara, Josephine.GARTLAND, Sincere sympathy isextended to the family of FrankGartland, Dundalk who died onDecember 20, 2004. From ComhairleLaighean.GARTLAND, Sincere sympathy isextended to the family of FrankGartland, Dundalk who died onDecember 20, 2004.  From ComhairleCeantair Átha Cliath.GARTLAND, Sincere sympathy isextended to the family of FrankGartland, Dundalk who died onDecember 20, 2004.  From CABHAIR(Irish Republican Prisoners DependantsFund).GARTLAND, Sincere sympathy isextended to the family of FrankGartland, Dundalk who died onDecember 20, 2004. From Peig King,Dublin.GARTLAND, Sincere sympathy is

extended to the family of FrankGartland, Dundalk who died onDecember 20, 2004. From CumannWolfe Tone, Tallaght, Dublin.GARTLAND,  Sincere sympathy isextended to the family of FrankGartland, Dundalk who died onDecember 20, 2004. From Ciarán andHelen, Dundalk.GARTLAND,  Sincere sympathy isextended to the family of FrankGartland, Dundalk who died onDecember 20, 2004. From Lorraine &Daragh Murphy, Dublin.GARTLAND,  Deepest sympathy isextended to the family and friends ofFrank Gartland,  Dundalk. It was ashock to hear that someone so full of lifecould have left us so early on in life. Younever lived to see a united Ireland Frankbut you lived and died a free unrepentantIrish Republican in spirit and mind andeven in death it is something the Britscan never take away from you. You willalways be in our thoughts and prayers,slán go fóill, Frank, just for a while.From Pádraig, Alba/Scotland. GARTLAND, Deepest sympathy isextended to the Gartland family,Dundalk on the recent death of Frank.From the Republican prisoners on E4

Landing, Portlaoise prison.GARTLAND, With great sadness it hascome to the attention of Na FiannaÉireann of the death of Frank Gartland.Frank was a member of Fianna Éireannin his youth, and was always regarded asa comrade of Fianna Éireann until hisuntimely passing on. In honor of Frankthe Derry Slua of Fianna Éireann hasadapted the name of it�s Slua toKeenan/Gartland in memory of Frank.At this opportunity we would like tothank the family of Frank for theirhospitality at this sad time. FrankGartland will never be forgottenGARTLAND, Deepest sympathy isextended to the family and friends ofFrank Gartland who died recently inDundalk. From Richard Walsh, Derry.O�KANE, After a long illnesscourageously borne, John �Farmer�O�Kane, life-long Republican and ex-internee, dear uncle to Johnny, Gerry,Mary, Ann and the late VolunteerTommy Donagh, granduncle to SeánDonaghy and the Ledgewood family. Inhis life he suffered torture, internment,harassment and four attempts to killhim. They could not break him, theywill not break us. Always rememberedby Gerry and all the family.

THE Bush Junta caused Congressto panic and pass theUSA/PATRIOT ACT withoutreading it and overnight there was arevision of the nation�s surveillancelaws which vastly expanded thegovernment�s authority to spy on itsown citizens.It was a declaration of war on therights of Americans. Also, it reducedthe checks and balances on thoseextraordinary powers and the ability tochallenge them in court.These changes were part of alongstanding wish list of the mostradical right-wing elements of lawenforcement who believe in force butnot in rights.Bush could not have planned bettereven if he had allowed 9/11 to happenas many argue he did. He certainlyignored all intelligence, which pointedto the use of planes as missilescrashing into buildings.When the Patriot Act went toCongress, Bush and his lackeysannounced that anyone who opposedthe new law would suffer the blamefor future attacks. It is necessary toperiodically evaluate this draconianlegislation which will now beattempted.Without Americans knowing it, thegovernment has been looking atrecords that are being held by thirdparties. So far all the records haveturned up nothing of value in theinvestigation of terrorism. If the thirdparty informs the target their recordshave been given to the government,they are held criminally liable.Many of your homes have beensearched while you were not therewithout any notice. The Act expandsanother privacy exception for spyingthat collects addressing informationabout the origin and destination ofcommunications.The government no longer has toproduce evidence that targets ofsearches are an agent of a foreignpower which used to protect innocentAmericans. All the government needsto do is to make the broad assertionthat the request is related to ongoingterrorism investigation without evenreasonable suspicion.They certify to a judge without needof evidence that the search meetsbroad criteria, and the judge does nothave the authority to reject the request.Surveillance orders can be premisedupon a person�s First Amendmentactivities such as the books they read.

A person who is forced to turn overrecords is prohibited from disclosingthe search to anyone. Targets neverfind out that their records have beenexamined by the government.This new �sneak and peek�lawclearly violates constitutional law. TheFourth Amendment is violated, whichholds the government cannot conducta search without obtaining a warrantshowing probable cause.Further it violates the FirstAmendment�s guarantee of freespeech by prohibiting the recipients ofsearch orders from telling others aboutthose orders. It violates the FirstAmendment by authorising theFederal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)to launch investigations of Americancitizens for exercising their freedomof speech.It also got Republican Sinn Féinproscribed in the US for exercisingfree speech rights in Ireland. Notice isalso a crucial element of due processguaranteed by the Fifth Amendment.It is obvious the Bush Klan has notstudied the US Bill of Rights.The FBI has gone crazy with its newwiretap authority. Wiretaps limited totransactional or addressinginformation are called �Pen RegisterTrap and Trace� searches (for thedevices that were used on telephonesto collect telephone numbers). The requirements for getting PR/TTwarrants are essentially non-existent;the FBI does not need to showprobable cause or even reasonablesuspicion of criminal activity.It must only certify to a judge,without proof, only their word, thatsuch a warrant would be �relevant� toan ongoing investigation. The judgehas no right to reject it.
BLANK CHEQUEUnder the Act PR/TT orders issuedby a judge are no longer valid only inthe judge�s jurisdiction, but are valideverywhere. It is a blank cheque.Law enforcement has interpreted the�header� of a message to atransactional information accessiblewith a PR/TT warrant. Headersinclude the subject line, which is partof the substance of a communication. Web addresses are rich and revealingcontent. They are titles of documentsthat we download from the Internet.As a result of the Patriot Act, theCIA is back in the business of spyingon Americans legally. They havealways done so. The CIA is engaged

in spying on domestic political groupsespecially those who support issuessuch as Irish Unity that has a foreignbase.There is a new crime of domesticterrorism that has not been defined yetso it can be used loosely when someother charge will not fit. Where are thepeople screaming that the US is apolice state? It is no longer a fiction; itis a fact.Thank God there are decentAmericans who are prepared to hitback at the Bush Police State. InMassachusetts the American CivilLiberties Union (ACLU) asked forrecords of a local FBI anti-terror taskforce and the FBI said it did not keepsuch records. The group already hadthe records and caught the governmentin a blatant lie.The FBI said it did not investigateinnocent Americans. On October 29,2003, a FBI Memorandumacknowledged that Section 215 of thePatriot Act could be used to obtaininformation about innocent people.One month after Attorney GeneralAshcroft denied Section 215 had beenused, another FBI Memo admitted ithad been used.The Bush administration has deniedit had secret lists that targetindividuals for special treatment atairports. Now we find there are�Watch Lists� and �No Fly Lists�. The Watch Lists are based on theindividual�s statements, organisationmembership and other legal FirstAmendment activity.They are taken out of line andquestioned and it is merelyharassment. Some �Selectees� aregiven more rigid interrogation. Thenthere are those on the �No Fly Lists�.They are denied the right to visit theUnited States, such as many membersof Republican Sinn Féin.The US Congress in its wisdomcancelled the Total InformationAwareness Program which wasintended to turn Americans into spies,keeping watch on their neighbors.Instead, there are state-run programswho report to the US government. Thegoals are accomplished.The state programs are calledMATRIX and are funded by theDepartment of Homeland Security andare based in Florida where Jeb Bush,George Bush�s brother, is Governor. 

Governor Bush reports to Vice-President Dick Cheney who overseesthe operation and channels the fundsthrough Jeb Bush who is leading theeffort to get all states involved in thedomestic spying operation.MATRIX is gathering data on ethnic,religious and social groups involved inopposition to the Bush Administrationpolicy. Remember, the FBI throughMATRIX and other means are spyingon innocent Americans for activitytotally legitimate and encouragedunder the Free Speech Clause of theFirst Amendment of the US Bill ofRights.The civil liberties groups havedetermined by survey that passengerson the �lists� have expressed concernthat they have been singled outbecause of their ethnicity and politicalactivity. Next to Arabs, Irish peopleare at the top of the lists.The ACLU is challenging the misuseof the �National Security Letter�which allows the FBI to demandsensitive customer records frombusinesses without judicial oversight.The ACLU was forced to file thelawsuit about the Letter�s power underseal to avoid being prosecuted forviolating a strict government gagprovision, which it is also challengingon First Amendment grounds.They argue that the NationalSecurity Letter provision violates theFirst and Fourth Amendments becauseit authorises the FBI to forcedisclosure of sensitive informationwithout adequate safeguards.The FBI can issue a letter withoutobtaining prior judicial approval,without demonstrating a compellingneed to justify the disclosure andwithout specifying any mechanismthat would allow a recipient to contestthe demand.IN September 2002, the ACLUfiled a claim for damages on behalfof a 54 year-old Florida doctor ofIndian descent who was handcuffedand detained by air marshals inPhiladelphia because they didn�t likethe way he looked.An American, of Irish descent, a USMarine colonel, was detained becausehis Irish accent might mean he was anIRA terrorist. Both men receiveddamages but it has not stopped theabuse.Anyone who is stopped and detainedlike those two gentlemen shouldcontest the abuse. I am told there is aform for challenging the list andanyone who is detained should requestthe form and file it.The Bush Administration has arguedthat any of its actions in the war onterrorism are beyond the rule of law.Bush contends that anyone can beconfined indefinitely so long as itpresents �some evidence� not subject

to cross-examination or rebuttal thatsupports the administration�sdesignation.Even the right-wing Supreme Courtruled on June 28, 2004 that the BushAdministration�s arguments that itsactions on the war on terrorism arebeyond the rule of law, are rejected,but clearly they believe they can doanything and 59,000,000 ignorantAmericans have endorsed that right.The Court will now allow a prisoner,seized as a potential terrorist, tochallenge his/her captivity inAmerican courts after being held fortwo years.You no longer have an absolute rightto First Amendment activity whichused to be taken for granted. Recentlythe annual demonstration against theSchool of the Americas was to be heldwhere they estimated 10,000 woulddemonstrate. This is the US facilitythat trains foreign military in the useand the techniques of torture.The ACLU filed an action againstthe government�s plan under ordersfrom Washington to search all 10,000demonstrators. The court held for thegovernment.Police forces all over the UnitedStates are jailing people who commitvery minor offences at protests againstthe Bush Administration. One 64-year-old grandfather was beaten infront of his grandchild for resistingarrest for jaywalking.At most events attended by Mr Bushand other senior federal officialsaround the country, the Secret Servicehas been discriminating againstprotestors in violation of their freespeech rights. 
PROTEST ZONEThey  direct local police to allowpro-Bush demonstrators to get closebut remove anti-Bush people criticalof the government far away from theofficials into a protest zone where theyare caged like animals.Some are then arrested as anexample even though they havecommitted no crime. Onedemonstrator was arrested and beatenfor wearing a T-Shirt calling Bush aninternational war criminal. Even thetruth is not allowed.Is it any wonder that RepublicanSinn Féin has been designated aterrorist group by Bush himself? Hetoo fears the truth. The designationwas intended to �chill� activity byAmerican supporters in favour of RSF.The best response is to ignore thetyrant and continue to pursue justicefor the people of the 32 Counties.Congratulations to Republican SinnFéin on its 100th Anniversary of thestruggle for a 32-County Ireland. It isthe political soul of Ireland.� Peadar Mac Fhínín
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As is usual a festive airprevailed and in spite ofthe very cold weather threeveterans of the swim,Michael Logan, JimmyMurphy and Philip Byrne,braved the icy waters � notjust once but twice! Manyof the stalwarts weremissing this year �marriage and moving hastaken a toll on ourswimmers! The fire and�firewater� warmed thebones of swimmers andspectators alike whileRepublican songs kept thespirits high. As usual the SpecialBranch showed their uglymugs. This year they wereparticularly aggressive,blocking the entrance so nocar could drive up the side

of the canal. All peoplesmoving along the footpathwere questioned � eventhose who were not goingto the swim but who wereout for a mid-day walk.(Had to show they wereearning their treble-timepay?).
This type of attemptedintimidation is becomingmore and morecommonplace but as usualthe good citizens ofDublin, Kildare andsurrounding counties wereunfazed. It will take a lotmore than a few peelers topush Republicans off thepath they have chosen. Republicans willcontinue to support thePOWs and will continue to

work to bring about aunited Ireland � harassment or intimidationwill not stop us.
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THE old RUC and theBritish army may now bethe only remaining armedforces standing in the way ofIrish unity as the mostdangerous and insidious anti-Republican group this islandhas ever known prepares todisband.There will be somecelebrating in the ruralhinterlands of Republicanismand the urban areas will breath acollective sigh of relief. Notsince 1922 will so many armedagents of the British crownhave thrown down theirweapons and gone home.Of course there remainssome questions about how theProvos intend to police ordinary

nationalists. The new RUC(PSNI) is reluctant to havenationalists infesting their rankswith lice and creepy crawliesand the British army may wantto stay out of sight. It seems the only thingholding this process ofsurrender from taking place isthat Ian Paisley is insisting thata photograph of the event betaken and shown to ordinarypeople. A few of us here in the oul�newspaper office have wrackedour brains to see if we couldcome up with a compromisewhich might allow all sides tofinally move together and getthe play acting over. A few suggestions came in

over the phone from the generalpublic.  Since no one hereknows where there is a bigenough JCB to annex Belfastand push it out into the Irish Seathat suggestion has been put onhold. The collateral damageinvolved in a nuclear strike on aProvo Ard Comhairle meetingis just totally out of order  (Wesuspect this suggestion wasmade by a former hotelier whodoesn�t get their business anymore)
One of the most novelsuggestions involved making anappeal to Ruairí Ó Brádaigh tocall on the Provos to hand overtheir weapons and disband as a

gift to the British army.However this failed when it wasrealised that Ruairí has spentthe past 18 years asking theProvos to disband and go homeas a gift to all Republicans.It�s not right to laugh butsometimes a body just can�thelp it. We have a body of menhere who style themselves theIrish Republican Army and whoare arguing with the Britishover ownership of thedistribution rights of aphotograph. 
Poem To PosterityWeapons gone. Criminal Assets Burrowbreathing down former

members necks. Sack cloth and ashes in thislife or eternal damnation in thenext. A New Year round thecorner.
Fairies at the bottom of thegarden. Victory in sight.Big Ian grinning. 

Adams laughin�. Trimble trembling. Mc Guinness�s grimace. 
Kelly�s belly. Durkan�s jerkin. Mary Lou crying boo. John Hume�s face likedoom. 

We have won the war now,let�s win the peaceThe ballot box in one handand the Armalite in theother.You are going nowhere buthome.
Bad poetry reminds youwhyA picture speaks a thousandwords.Why should truth be sogreatly feared?Because these guys thinkthat you are so dumbYou can�s read or writeAnd you�ve got cloth ears.

� Mac Cool  

Republicans breath sigh of relief as Provos prepare to disarm

Annual Christmas Swim for
Prisoners� Dependants

THE annual Christmas swim in aid of CABHAIR,the Prisoners Dependents Committee, took placein the canal at Inchicore on Christmas Day at12noon.


