
THE British authoritiesin the Six Counties"absolutely refused" toattend or engage in anyway with the 30 yearsdelayed inquest into thevictims of the 1974Dublin and Monaghanbombings, it was revealedrecently.Specifically, theRUC/PSNI ChiefConstable Hugh Orderefused to attend theinquest, which publishedits findings on May 20last. The families of the34 victims called for apublic inquiry to be insti-gated by the LeinsterHouse administrationinto the atrocities.They said it was a "disgrace"that the RUC/PSNI had snubbedthe inquest. They said that thishad damaged the investigation ofcollusion between loyalists andthe British Crown Forces.
The inquest jury also askedthe Dublin administration toinvestigate further and reachedverdicts of unlawful killing byperson or persons unknown inthe death of all the victims.The public nature of theinquest was very valuable inrevealing much information thatwas unknown to the publicbefore. Details emerged of eye-witnesses who has informationwhich was never followed up by

the 26-County police; of a policewitness who placed a suspect inthe bombings as working in theBritish army inside in Portadownbarracks.The crucial fact of the refusalof the RUC/PSNI to have any-thing to do with the inquest hasbeen largely buried in the estab-lishment media. The Six-Countyforensic scientist who was sentcrucial samples for analysis 11days after the bombings alsorefused to co-operate.
The reason this has beenlargely ignored by the Dublinmedia is because of its politicalimplications. The snub to theinquest by the British authoritiesin the Six Counties generallypoints to a deliberate policydecision from the top, instructionthose who were contacted torefuse to co-operate. 

This exposes what republicanSinn Féin have always main-tained: call them by a differentname and change their uniformbut the RUC/PSNI remains thesame � a British colonial policeforce with the same attitudes tothe 'Taigs', north or couth.Their members were central-ly involved in the planning andexecution of the Dublin andMonaghan bombings of 1974along with British military intel-ligence. They have no intention,30 years later, of going for any

'Paddy-inquest' to be interrogat-ed about their involvement in thegreatest mass-murder of the ofthe conflict in Ireland over thepast 35 years.
Their contempt for the rela-tives, the inquest and Irish peo-ple generally shows how nothinghas changed in relation to Britishrule in Ireland since the signingof the Stormont Agreement.It also reveals the craven atti-tude of Bertie Ahern in relationto setting up a public inquiry into

the bombings. He famouslyasked what would the point be inhaving an inquiry as �we wouldonly be talking to ourselves',because the British have refusedto co-operate�.
Whenever establishmentpoliticians talk about the 'new'police force in the Six Counties,ask them about the RUC/PSNI'sattitude to the Dublin/Monaghanbombings' inquest. Ask themwhat Ask them what theRUC/PSNI have to hide.

The following is a record ofevents in Maghaberry prison fromMay 10  to May 15:A meeting took place inMaghaberry prison between theadministration and screws onMonday, 10 May last. The reason forthe meeting was not known but theoutcome was clear, a combination ofraids and ill-treatment of Republicanprisoners. In the days following the meet-ing screws wearing boiler-suits andwith dogs forced their way into cells,used foul and obscene language,called prisoners bad names and chal-lenged them to fights in a clearattempt to force prisoners into con-frontation. 

The prisoners showed goodsense and refused to be drawn intoconfrontation. Strip-searching ofprisoners was also carried out on alarge scale. 
In the raids bedding was pullonto the floor and was soiled by thedogs. When prisoners asked for bed-ding to be replaced the screwsrefused to do so leaving prisoners tolie without bedding for almost aweek. Prisoners weren't allowed hotwater nor were they allowed to takemeals outside their cells. Mealsbrought to cells by the screws wererefused by prisoners, although itmust be stressed there is not a no-eat-

ing protest or hunger strike. Prisoners who had to go to courtwere not allowed out of the cells tohave a meal, and weren't allowed hotwater. The prison was put on lock-downand prisoners were locked in theircells. One reason suggested by one ofthe prisoners for this week of ill-treatment of prisoners was that thescrews may be looking for a reactionfrom prisoners to win back overtimethat has been cut. If screws couldforce a reaction or protest lost over-time could be reinstated. It should also be pointed out thatprotesting prisoners could beremoved from Maghaberry to pris-ons in England, Scotland or Wales. 
The only clear reason or knownreason lies with those who carriedout the ill-treatment of prisoners iethe prison regime and screws. 
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STOP BUSH CAMPAIGN
June 25: Parnell SquareDublin, 7pmJune 26: Dromoland Castle, CoClare, 10amJune 26: Picnic for peace,Phoenix Park, Dublin, 4pm(near US Ambassador�s residence)

SUNDAY, JUNE 13, 2004

ORATION: SARAH MURPHY, SOUTH ARMAGH
� Bus leaves Virgin Megastore, Aston
Quay, Dublin 12.45, TÆille: �10.

Ill-treatment of Maghaberry POWs
RECENT provocative ations in Maghaberry jail, CoAntrim have raised concerns that the British administra-tion has begun a campaign to divide Republican prisonersand remove them to jails in England and Scotland. Thispolicy was revealed  by SAOIRSE last January.

RUC snubsinquest on34 victims

Nothing has changed except their name

�  RUC Chief Constable HughOrde  snubbed Dublin/Monaghan bombings� inquest.



I would like to join Republican SinnFéinBa mhaith liom bheith i mo bhall de Sinn Féin Poblachtach
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Seoladh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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Tel: . . . . . . . . . . . .Age (if under 21). . . . Send to: Teach Dáithí Ó Conaill223 Parnell Street, Dublin 1Teil: 01-872 9747; Facs: 01-8729757.or 229 Falls Road, Belfast e-mail: saoirse@iol.ie http://rsf.ieor contact your local paper seller fordetails

For a fullBritish 
withdrawalfrom 

Ireland

OUR AIMS
For a full British withdrawal fromIreland . . . The establishment of atrue 32-County FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISTREPUBLIC . . . The establishment ofa new all-Ireland parliament, com-pletely outside the present partitionistset-up, to oversee the running of thenew neutral non-aligned Ireland . . . 

OUR HISTORY
Formed in 1905 . . . We are the oldestpolitical organisation in the country .. . Organised throughout the 32Counties . . . We have continuouslyrejected the failed political entities ofthe Six and 26 Counties in existencesince the British partitioned our country . . .

� is committed to supporting prisoners for which  CABHAIR is responsible
� is generating publicity in support of Irish national independence. 

We need your support. Our website address is:
http://irishfreedom.net

GearrscØalta

SAOIRSE July editionpublished 8/7/2004

Results of Dublin raffle
MAY Draw results were as follows: 1st prize ticket no 132;
2nd prize 360; 3rd prize 141; 4th prize 219; 5th prize 322; 6th
prize 153; 7th prize 013; 8th prize 334.
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Limerick jailed for IRAmembershipON May  19 last, Timmy King (26), of ClarinaAvenue, Weston in Limerick was convicted of mem-bership of the Continuity IRA in the Special (non-jury) Court at Green Street in Dublin. He wasremanded in custody for sentencing at a later date.He had been arrested on June 19, 2003 in the car park of theCoachman's Inn near Dublin Airport. Twenty-Six CountypolicemChief Superintendent Gerry Kelly gave evidence that hebelieved Timmy King was a member of an illegal organisationon June 19, 2003 and the court was also told that he had aRepublican greeting, �Tiocfaidh Ár Lá� on his mobile phone.Timmy King denied membership of the IRA but the presid-ing judge Richard Johnson rejected his evidence.The Offences Against the State Act, under which TimmyKing was convicted, states that the evidence of a ChiefSuperintendent as to whether a person was a member of an ille-gal organisation had to have corroboration and in this case itseems that the corroboration was in the form of a message onmobile phone! What next, one may ask? Will Republicans beconvicted if they are heard singing A Nation Once Again?Monaghan bomb memorialAMONG those who attended the dedication of the Monaghanbombing memorial on Sunday, May 16 were Ruairí Ó Brádaigh,President of Republican Sinn Féin, Fergal Moore, Monaghan,Ard-Chomhairle member and Nuala Moore, Secretary ofComhairle Uladh. The six people killed in the bombing atChurch Square, Monaghan on May 17, 1974 were: John Travers(29), Margaret White (46), Thomas Campbell (52), PatrickAskin (53), George Williamson (73), Archie Harper (72) andThomas Croarkin (35).Reject water tax IN A statement on May 16 Republican Sinn Féin inBelfast issued a statement saying that it was �nowcommon knowledge to most that the British govern-ment is set to impose a water tax on every householdin the Six Counties. Water charges that are set at £350to £400 will be imposed on April 1, 2006.�These charges will be forced on everyone without exemp-tion. Let there be no doubt about it, water charges will hit themost vulnerable. Those on benefits, the aged and low incomefamilies will suffer the most.�It has been pointed out by the Anti-Water Tax Campaignthat water tax will drive 150,000 families deeper into povertyand debt and we in Republican Sinn Féin agree with that figure.�Republican Sinn Féin will stand against these imposedwater charges and call on everyone to do the same. It is sense-less to sit back and let this water tax be forced on us.�We call on everyone to act now and show their disgust atthese charges. Stand up and be counted. Support the Anti-WaterTax Campaign. Water taxes affect everyone, don't ignore it orwait until it is too late.�Media claims refutedBelfast Republican Sinn Féin said on May 23 that astatement in the North Belfast News dated Saturday,May 22 was �clearly a mistake�.The statement said: �It was stated Republican Sinn Féin rep-resented the RIRA. This is clearly a mistake on behalf of theNorth Belfast News. �Republican Sinn Féin in Belfast wish to make our positionclear; we do not represent any military organisation. RepublicanSinn Féin is Republican Sinn Féin. Full stop! �Republican Sinn Féin in their statements of behalf of polit-ical prisoners want to voice the ill-treatment of RepublicanPOWs who are suffering constantly at the hands of theMaghaberry regime. �Our prisoners department works on behalf on RepublicanPOWs and seeks to highlight their plight. We voice the concernsof POWs who ask us to do so. We are in full support ofRepublican prisoners and our aim is to support them in everyway. We do so only as an organisation concerned for the well-being of Republican POWs who suffer constantly at the handsof the Maghaberry regime.�Spotlight on collusionA NUMBER of families in Armagh and Tyrone haveresponded to revelations of  collusion between securi-ty forces and loyalists contained in a BBC Spotlightprogramme aired last night. Alan Brecknell, whose father Trevor was one of the victimsof the Glenanne based gang, said:
�There is no longer any doubt that a gang, consisting ofmembers of the RUC, UDR and loyalist paramilitaries, some ofwhom had intelligence links, were carrying out dozens of gunand bomb attacks in the �murder triangle� and beyond with vir-tual impunity. �Over 50 deaths are directly linked to the activities of theGlenanne gang.

�For more than 30 years
Republican Sinn Féin has
been advocating this proposal
and putting forward the loca-
tion of the federal capital in
"the city of Athlone" one of
Dr Walsh's suggestions. �The ÉIRE NUA (new

governmental structures) poli-cy document says on page 20:"It is proposed that - to signifythe beginning of a new era andthe unity of the countryaround its geographic centre -Athlone be made the capitalcity of the New Ireland.� Republican Sinn Féin has

proposed that functions suchas Defence, Foreign Affairsand overall financing bereserved to the national parlia-ment in a new four-provincefederation, including a nine-county Ulster. �All other powers wouldbe exercised at provinciallevel or through administra-tive regions, powerful districtcouncils or local communitycouncils in accordance withthe principle of subsidiarity offunction. �This would be truedecentralisation of power anddecision-making, not just

relocation of the civil servantsof an over-centralised bureau-cracy. �In addition to the exam-ples given by Dr Walsh of theseparation of the administra-tive capital from the commer-cial one in Australia, Braziland the United States,Switzerland has its seat ofnational government in Bern,totally apart from Zurich andGeneva. �The further developmentof his thinking in this regardwould be interesting to theadvocates of a totally new anddecentralised Ireland.�

Dr Walsh complimented on supportfor new capital proposal
IN A statement on May 15 Ruairí Ó Brádaigh,President Republican Sinn Féin said that DrEdward Walsh, former President of theUniversity of Limerick, was to be complimentedon his espousal of the idea that the seat of gov-ernment in Ireland should be separate from theeconomic capital in order to create a counter-polarity and "correct the Dublin imbalance".

�We are running candi-dates in the northside andsouthside of the city who arewell known for their commu-nity involvement,� he saidwhen he launched theLimerick manifesto. �Both Sean O'Neill inProspect and Mick Ryan inBallynanty have impressiverecords of involvement in thecommunity, from trade unionactivity to organising localsoccer clubs. They are genuinecommunity workers acting onbehalf of all the people in theirareas. 
�We are going to create anew political scene by havingthem elected to the CityCouncil," he added. "The peo-ple of the city must becomemore involved in the manage-ment of the civic affairs ofLimerick. Our policies have aclear focus on community

involvement in areas wherechange is urgently needed. �The problem of anti-social behaviour must be tack-led in a new way because sofar policing methods havefailed. A new non-biasedapproach must be adopted bythe police when working withcross community groups inareas hit by anti-social behav-iour. 
�We are also proposingthat the inner core of Limerickbe made into a pedestrian zonein order to remove heavy traf-fic and  ensure the protectionof the city's architecture. Afree inner city bus servicewould be provided for seniorcitizens. �We continue to object tothe violation of Irish neutralityand oppose the use of ShannonAirport by foreign military air-craft.

He said that alreadybutchers employed byTesco have been let go asthe supermarket closesfresh meat departments instores in Limerick city. �Our information isthat the company is now tobuy in pre packed meatand this will lead to morebutchers losing their jobs,�he said. �The pre-packed meatis being delivered fromDublin and the outcome isthe loss of jobs forLimerick butchers. 
�Already the super-market company hasclosed its fresh meatdepartment in one

Limerick store and wenow understand that thispolicy is to be extended toother Limerick branchesin the coming weeks. �This decision hits atbutchers who have givenexcellent service to thecompany and we are nowurging Tesco to reversethis policy of closing freshmeat outlets in their stores�The move towards allpre-packed meat will fur-ther reduce the personalservice that consumershave come to expect fromsupermarkets and in ourview it is a backward stepin these days of increasedawareness of brand loyal-ty.�

RSF to �create a newpolitical scene� A LOCAL election manifesto for the future togive ordinary people a role in managing civicaffairs was launched by Des Long, Vice-President, Republican Sinn Fein on May 11.

Tesco take jobs fromLimerick 
LIMERICK is to be  hit by job losses in thefresh meat department of a multi-national com-pany because a decision has been made to buy inpre packed products, Republican Sinn Fein can-didate Mick �The Quill� Ryan said on May 8.
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26-County Local Elections, June 11,  2004 . . . 26-County Local Elections, June 11,

He was speaking in sup-port of local candidate TomásÓ Curraoin who is contestingfor Galway County Council inthe Connemara area andRepublican Sinn Féin candi-dates generally.�Power to the people isour slogan,� he said �as weseek to establish a pluralistparticipative democracy withappropriate structures at everylevel of society. We proposethis through a Dáil Chonnachtin a new federation of the fourprovinces, administrativeregions, powerful districtcouncils and local communitycouncils.�A much restricted andtrimmed back federal govern-ment would replace the pres-ent top heavy bureaucracy.Services will be renderedaccording to the principle ofsubsidiarity of function, thatis, at whatever level a servicecan be carried out most effi-ciently it will be performed.�Decades of rule fromLeinster House had seen localcouncils stripped o theirpower, eg through the County

Management Act of 1941down to the recent move toforce waster incinerators onlocal communities.�Go dtí go mbeidh féin-rialú iomlán ag an nGaeltacht- rud atá molta again le fadaan lá - ba cheart go mbéadhoifig áitiúil ChomhairleChontae i  ngach ceantarGaeltachta, eg ar an gCeathrúRua i gConamara. BhéadhInnealtóir, Bainisteoir agusfoireann Ionnaithe ansin aguschuiridís seirbhís iomlán arfail tré Ghaeilge.�Ba cheart go mbéadh nafoirmeacha agus na cáipéisíuile ar fail go dá-theangach,mar atá i gCeanada agus idtíortha eile. Saoránaigh andéantar leatrom ortha nó ambíonn costais breise ortha debhárr gur ghlac siad seasamhar son a gcearta teangan, bacheart go ndéanfaí cúiteamhleo.�Republican Sinn Féinpioneered the Western RailCorridor proposal almost adecade ago, as well as the ideaof a North-South Euro-Routein Connacht from Donegal

past Limerick and on toRosslare Europort.�We have a capable candi-date in Tomás Ó Curraoin ofBearna who is well knownthrough standing for theCounty Council and Udarás

na Gaeltachta on a number ofoccasions and who is willingand anxious to work for thepeople.�He is possessed of bothhonesty and integrity in sharpcontrast to the web of corrup-

tion and deceit we have seenexposed in the current rash ofinquiries and tribunals whichhave brought shame to Irishpublic life in recent times.�Tomás Ó Curraoin hasproved himself as a tireless

voluntary worker for the com-munity, especially through hisinvolvement in the GAA, par-ticularly with the youth inhurling. �He is deserving of yoursupport on election day.�

�Power to the people is our slogan�
�REAL decentralisation of power and decision-making right down to local level, not just thepromised re-location of civil servants is the aimof Republican Sinn Féin,� said Ruairí ÓBrádaigh, President of Republican Sinn Féin at apress conference in Galway on May 31.

� Tomás Ó Curraoin, Republican Sinn Féin candidate in Local Elections in Connemara Electoral Area, after hisnomination was accepted in County Hall,  Galway.  He is pictured with proposer Mait Ó Brádaigh (Bearna/NaForbacha) and supporters.

RSF candidate in CobhDONAL Varian was selected in May to stand as acandidate to Cobh UDC on behalf of RepublicanSinn Féin.A lifelong Republican, Donal hails from a well-knownRepublican family in Cork.  For thirty years he worked in Irish Steel.   During that timehe proved himself to be a skilled Trade Union Representative andrespected negotiator.  He brought to the fore the environmentalhazards to the workforce and the surrounding areas as a repre-sentative on the European Coal and Steel Board ErgonomicsCommittee.   When legislation was introduced he was the firstelected Health and Safety Representative.He would be well known to Irish Steel families for hisinvolvement in the Social and Sports and later for beingChairman of the ex-Irish Steel Workers Committee who securedenhanced ECSC payments for the members and their families.This had a positive knock on effect for the Ispat workers whenthey were made redundant.He is a man of integrity and strength and should be given achance to show what an infusion of new blood can do in a lethar-gic council.

Terence comes from aRepublican tradition, whichdates back generations, andunlike other candidates is atrue lifelong Republican.Having being reared inRosary Place he still lives inthe Midleton area which isimportant for contact withlocal residents on issueswhich are important to you.In the past he wasemployed in the local veg-etable processing plant (for-mally East Cork Foods) where

he was the craft�s workerunion representative. Hesought and got better pay andconditions. A past member of theTidy Towns Committee andjoint treasurer of the MidletonFootball Club 90s FestivalCommittee, in which heworked hard to make it thesuccess it was. He was one ofthe group of parents whosetup, sought and got on theirown, recognition forGaelscoil Mainistir na

Corann. He was the first par-ent elected to the GaelscoilBoard of Management, wherehe was Secretary in the crucialfirst two years of its existence.When it comes to localpolitics Terence has verystrong views. Among them,transparency in housing allo-cation, amenities for theyoung and old, no parkingfees, public access to councilmeetings, a permanent loca-tion for the gaelscoil, no toincineration and the need formore recycling facilities.When asked to commenton these Terence had this tosay, �I see these as only part

of my policies. I want you totell me what issues and con-cerns you have locally, forthey will be the ones thataffect you, the ones you careabout most. For too longpoliticians have come outtelling us what the local issuesare, what we want. You tellme what your�s are and I'llwork to get them done onyour behalf.�Terence as a RepublicanSinn Féin representative willnot hesitate to take issues out-side the Council Chambers towherever may be necessary toensure the interests of the peo-ple he serves.

Varian to contest Midleton UDC
TERENCE Varian has recently announced hiscandidacy in the local elections for the MidletonUDC. 

The original decisionof the council to privatiseAthy's refuse service,removing 'waivers' frompensioners, the unem-ployed and the most vul-nerable in society, waswrong. At the time the councilargued that privatisationwould lead to a better serv-ice, however this has notbeen the experience ofmany people within thetown.�The high-handed andarrogant attitude adoptedby AES towards its cus-tomers is simply notacceptable. Republican

Sinn Féin have consistent-ly argued against the pri-vatisation of public servic-es, as such privatisationhas led only to increasedcharges, without anyimprovement in servicesprovided.
�I would argue for thereversal of the privatisa-tion of Athy's refuse serv-ice, failing that AES's con-tract needs at the very leastto be reviewed, so as toensure that it provides abetter service, as well asbeing made more account-able to its customers inAthy.�

Nomination proceduresunfair THE new nomination procedures for candidatesthat are independent or from parties that arenot registered in Leinster House have been crit-icised by Tomás Ó Curraoin, Republican SinnFéin.As Republican Sinn Féin is a 32-County organisation, itrefuses to register in either Leinster House or Stormont. Tomás Ó Curraoin said that the new procedures, in which15 voters must be brought to County Hall in Galway to nomi-nate independent candidates, and candidates from un-regis-tered parties, was unfair, because of the very limited openinghours. �It's not realistic to be expecting candidates to assemblethis many people, all with picture identification, during theworking week. This only leaves two hours on two Saturdaymornings to carry out the nominations.�

Community centre advertising role condemned A HUGE advertising hoarding promoting thedrinking of beer on the side of a community com-plex in the Southside of the city was condemnedon May 16 by Republican Sinn Féin candidateSeán O'Neill, running in Ward 4. He said that theadvertising board was an insult to the local peo-ple whose community is badly affected by anti-social behaviour largely caused by abuse of beer. �It is a fact that alcohol plays a central role in much anti-social behaviour and here we have a community centre allowingthe promotion of drink,� he said.�The hoarding is on the side of the local community com-plex housing a credit union, a scout hall and a sports club nearOur Lady of Lourdes church. �This type of promotion of drink right in the heart of an areamust be questioned especially as many of the people in thewider Greenfields, Ballinacurra Weston and BallinacurraGardens areas are plagued by anti-social behaviour as a result ofexcessive drink �The promotion of alcohol and beer is all very well but theremust be some restraint when it comes to pushing it down peo-ple's throats and we object to such hoardings on buildings usedby the local community. �We are now calling for the beer advertising to be removedfrom the hoarding and in future that it should only be used forthe promotion of non alcoholic products.�

Athy refuse serviceneeds to be reviewed
IN A statement on May 26 Des Dalton,Republican Sinn Féin Vice-President and candi-date in the local elections for Athy Town Councilsaid that the service being currently offered byAES was totally inadequate and the incomingcouncil must review their contract as a matter ofurgency.

Vote No 1
Republican Sinn Féin

on Friday, June 11
�  Local election manifestosee pages 8-9.



Those taking part assem-
bled in Hollywood village at
2.30pm and drove from there
along the scenic route to the
Nolan family home in
Knocknadruce, where Niall
O'Boyle was murdered by
Free State forces on May 15
1923. 

Proceedings were chaired
by Republican Sinn Féin Vice
President, Des Dalton, who is
a candidate for Athy Town
Council in the forthcoming

26-County local elections. A
wreath was laid by a member
of Na Fianna Éireann on
behalf of the Republican
Movement. 

Jack Kiniry, Cork, whose
late father Michael was a
friend and comrade of Niall
Plunkett O'Boyle and escaped
from the Curragh concentra-
tion camp with him in 1923,
only to recaptured within
hours, gave the oration. In his
oration Jack Kiniry said that

Plunkett O'Boyle died for a
free and independent Ireland
and nothing else. 

�Like Liam Lynch he had
declared for an Irish Republic
and would live under �no
other law�. Those who have
abandoned these ideals and
signed up to the Stormont
Agreement have no right to
commemorate our patriot

dead,� he said.
In conclusion Des Dalton

made a presentation of a
framed Niall Plunkett
O'Boyle commemorative pic-
ture to the Nolan family in
recognition of the hospitality
shown by the family to the
many Republicans who have
honoured Niall Plunkett O'
Boyle over the years.

Members of the WolfeTone Cumann of RepublicanSinn Féin had sold AnPhoblacht in the Tallaght areasince the mid seventies andhave sold Saoirse-IrishFreedom since 1986 withouthinderence. However at theturn of this year our memberswere refused entry intoMolloys pub in the center ofTallaght Village and weretherefore stopped from sellingthe party paper. The reason given by theassistant manager at the timewas that there was too manycollections being carried outand that the sellers would haveto arrange a time to go into thepub in the future. However

when we tried to contact themanager of Molloys by phonehe was unavailable. When we went to see himin person the story was a total-ly different one than that toldto us when we were refusedentry. According to him thelocal Provisionals and specifi-cally Councillor Mark Dalyworked out of the pub andwere unhappy with the factthat a rival organisation wasselling its paper in �their� pub.When pushed on the matterthe manager made the amaz-ing claim that if we wanted tosell our paper in the pub hesupposedly managed wewould have to go ask theProvisionals for permissionand not himself. This is some-

thing of course we asRepublicans would not do. Provisional PresidentGerry Adams recently visitedIT Tallaght where he spoke onthe issue of involving moreyouth in politics and alsoagainst censorship. After hisspeech he was confronted bytwo young members ofRepublican Sinn Féin whoasked him why his own partywas censoring them frombeing involved in politics.Adams stated his opposition tothis practice and pledged totalk to local members of hismovement. Of course not forthe first time Gerry Adamsword could not be trusted.Repeated attempts to sellSAOIRSE and Easter lilieshave met with point blankrefusal with security staff issu-ing threats of a physical natureon one occasion.A letter detailing theevents outlined in this state-

ment was sent to the Molloygroup over two months agoasking them was it officialpolicy for political parties todecide the patronage of theirestablishments. Seeing as wehave received no reply to thisletter we feel compelled topublicly ask what the Molloygroup's policy is on this mat-ter. Do their appointed man-agers have the final say on themanaging of the pub or dothey run it on the say so of out-side influences? Republican Sinn Féin inTallaght is gaining supportand new members and will notbe deflected by anyone. Wewould call on the electorate tothink of this censorship beforethey vote for the Provisionalsin the local Elections. In theirelection literature they state�The times they are chang-ing�.  We would ask are they forthe better or worse?

TUES. MAY 4: Exams were disrupted inCastlewellan, Co Down after a hoax devicewas left close to a Republican memorial in thetown. Two flats in the nearby town ofAnnesborough were targeted in petrol bombattacks during the night.WED. MAY 5: The leader of the CatholicChurch in Ireland, Archbishop Seán Brady,speaking in London, called on nationalists inthe Six Counties to join the PSNI/RUC.THURS. MAY 6: It was announced that a newRUC/PSNI investigation is to be launched intothe murder of GAA official Seán Brown whowas abducted and executed by the LVF in1997. The RUC/PSNI ombudsman NualaO'Loan slammed the original investigation in areport in January of this year.FRI. MAY 7: Loyalists threatened to causemajor disruption across the Six Countiesunless strip searches within MaghaberryPrison were cut back. The prisoners claim thatup to four searches are being carried out every-day on them.SAT. MAY 8: The father of missingArmaghman Gareth O'Connor appealed to theProvisional Movement to return the body ofhis son close to the one-year anniversary of hisdisappearance.A pipe bomb was discovered close to ahotel on the main street of Maghera, Co Derryforcing the evacuation of most of the town.SUN. MAY 9: Amnesty International claimedthat it had told the British Government almosta year ago that British soldiers were torturingprisoners in Iraq.MON.MAY 10: The Protestant Action Force,a cover name for the UVF, admitted responsi-bility for pipe bomb attacks on three national-ist families in Randalstown, Co Antrim.THURS. MAY 13: A Strabane man was beat-en with iron bars by a group of four men who

claimed to be members of the so-called RIRA.The group also tried unsuccessfully to burn theman's car.SAT. MAY 15: A prison officer and his familyescaped injury after a number of petrol bombswere thrown at their home in Lisburn, CoAntrim.A pistol, revolver and large quantity ofammunition was discovered in Dungannon, CoTyrone. The cache was blamed onRepublicans.MON. MAY 17: The 30th Anniversary of theDublin and Monaghan bombings which result-ed in the deaths of 34 people. No one has everbeen charged in connection with the atrocity. 

The relatives of the victims called for a fullpublic inquiry into the bombings.A memorial on the outskirts of the Bogsideto veteran Republican leader and  RepublicanSinn Féin Honorary Vice-President SeánKeenan was damaged in a paint bomb attack. Nationalist homes in the ObinsDrive/Avenue area of Portadown came underattack by stone-throwing loyalists.WED. MAY 19: Limerickman Timmy Kingwas convicted of membership of theContinuity IRA on the word of a superinten-dent and the possession of a Republican imageon his mobile phone. Sentencing wasadjourned until a later date.

Liam Campbell was convicted of member-ship of the so-called RIRA and was later sen-tenced to eight years imprisonment.THURS. MAY 20: A verdict of unlawfulkilling by persons unknown was returned atthe conclusion of the inquiry into the Dublinand Monaghan bombings.FRI. MAY 21: British Army experts declaredan alert on the railway line between Lurganand Moira an elaborate hoax after carrying outan controlled explosion.Three teenagers were convicted of the sec-tarian hatchet attack on a 15-year old national-ist boy who was left brain damaged after theincident. The three were sentenced to six yearseach.Around 150 people gathered on May 21 inGuildhall Square, Derry in a show of solidari-ty with Iraqi victims of British military vio-lence. The crowd gathered around a largeblack cloth map of Iraq as they listened to fam-ilies read accounts of how their own relativeswere killed by the British military in Derry andBelfast.   The families' testimonials alsoincluded references to particular Iraqi victimsof British state violence.  SAT. MAY 22: Loyalists from the Fountainestate in Derry launched a petrol bomb attackon houses in the adjoining nationalist HoraceStreet area of the city.TUES. MAY 25: A pipe bomb attack on ahouse in Hollywood, Co Down was linked tothe ongoing loyalist feud.WED. MAY 26: A nationalist couple wereforced out of their new home in Stoneyford,Antrim after facing eight sectarian attacks inthe past two months. A Belfast judge ruled that membership ofthe so-called RIRA was not illegal in the sixcounties as the organisation was not proscribedfor the purposes of �Section 3 of the TerrorismAct�. The ruling is also thought to include theContinuity IRA.THURS. MAY 27: Republican prisoners inMaghaberry prison threatened in a statement tolaunch a hunger strike on June 1 if conditionsin the prison are not improved.FRI. MAY 28: The LVF said in a statementthat their feud with the UVF was over. Theydenied authorising a number of attacks andpledged to disarm and disband those responsi-ble. 
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STOP BUSH CAMPAIGNJUNE 25: PARNELL SQUARE, DUBLIN, 7pmJUNE 26: DROMOLAND CASTLECo CLARE, 10amJUNE 26: PICNIC FOR PEACE, PHOENIXPARK, DUBLIN, 4pm (near US Ambassador�sresidence)The Stop Bush Campaign can be contactedat:ngopa@eircom.net orwww.ngopeacealliance.com* * * *PICKET FOR POLITICAL STATUSGPO, DUBLIN,SATURDAY, JUNE 1912.45pm - 1.45pm* * * *O�SULLIVAN/ENRIGHT CUMANNREPUBLICAN SINN FÉIN, LISTOWEL, COKERRYANYONE WISHING TO JOIN THE ABOVECUMANN SHOULD CONTACT:087-2113130* * * *DALY/DOHERTY CUMANNREPUBLICAN SINN FÉINCASTLEISLAND, CO KERRYANYONE WISHING TO JOIN THE ABOVECUMANN SHOULD CONTACTPAPER SELLERS OR ARD-OIFIG, 223PARNELL STREET, DUBLIN 1* * * *REPUBLICAN SINN FÉINANYONE WISHING TO JOIN THE ORGANISATION IN ENGLAND SHOULD WRITE TO:BM 1798, LONDON WC1N 3XX* * * *

IMEACHTAÍ

ForTheRecord

� The crowd gather around a large black cloth map of Iraq as they listened to fami-lies read accounts of how their own relatives were killed by the British military inDerry and Belfast during the protest in Derry on May 21 in solidarity with Iraqi vic-tims.

Provos attempt to censor Tallaght RSF 
REPUBLICAN Sinn Féin Tallaght would like totake this opportunity to highlight ongoingattempts by the Provisonal Movement to censorand marginalise our organisation in the SouthWest Dublin Area.

Niall Plunkett O�BoylerememberedON Sunday May 16, Kildare-West WicklowRepublican Sinn Féin held their annualCommandant Niall Plunkett O'Boyle commemo-ration in Knocknadruce, Co Wicklow.

� Des Dalton (Kildare) and Jack Kiniry (Cork) made apresentation to the Nolan family in recognition of thehospitality shown by them to the many Republicans whogather at Knocknadruce to honour Niall PlunkettO�Boyle.



A large limestone rockcommissioned by theCronin family and sculptedby Billy Leen was unveiledby John Cronin's comradeand Tan War Veteran theredoubtable Dan Keating ofCastlemaine.Proceedings were

chaired by Paddy Cronin,nephew of John Cronin andboth he and independentCouncillor Billy Leen spokeabout the life and times ofJohn Cronin before DanKeating paid his own tributein the course of which hesaid:

�It is a great honour andprivilege for me to be heretoday to unveil this sculp-ture and name this round-about after John Cronin ofBallymacelligott. No personis more deserving of thisgreat honour than this fear-less, unselfish freedomfighter, whom I am proud tosay was my comrade in theearly part of the last century.�When the real historyof Ireland is written thename of John Cronin and hiscomrades fromBallymacelligott will at lastbe given the recognitionthey deserve�For people today to

understand John Cronin onehas to look back at that peri-od in Ireland, British rule inIreland came out of the bar-rel of a gun, and the onlyanswer was to fight fire withfire. John Cronin was a mostactive Volunteer and tookpart in the attack onGortatrea barracks whichwas the very first barracks tobe attacked in Ireland.�Among other ambusheshe took part in wereBallybrack, where two Tanswere shot dead, the shootingof two policemen in Tralee,the ambush at the BlackBanks near Brosna as wellas the �The Headford

Ambush� outside Killarneywhere Volunteers DanAllman and Jimmy Baileylost their lives, and thegreatest number of casual-ties were inflicted on occu-pation forces in any part ofIreland took place. �Approximately 26members of the BritishCrown Forces met their endat Headford. �He was on active serv-ice throughout Kerry,including Listowel andCastleisland and in parts ofLimerick, and was nevercaptured in his lifetime,even though there was alarge bounty on his head.

�John Cronin was a manof action, he firmly believedin the 32-County IrishRepublic, and remained atrue Republican until hisuntimely death at the youngage of 27 years, followingthe rigours of being on therun, sleeping in wet anddamp hideouts. John Croninis buried at ObrennanCemetery inBallymacelligott.�A laurel wreath was laidat the monument by a grandnephew of John Cronin.Proceedings were brought toa close with the singing ofAmhrán na bhFiann by NoelHartnett.
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JOIN FIANNA ÉIREANN

For information on joining apply to
http://fiannaeireann.com

Join 
CUMANN na mBAN

For details contact Máiréad Ní Chaoimh
c/o 223 Parnell Street, Dublin 1

Local areas
are asked to

write to
Republican
prisoners in
Portlaoise,

Maghaberry
and

Magilligan
prisons, in

particular those from their own
province, not forgetting prisoners

from the other provinces.

CABHAIR continues to support alltrue Republican prisoners and theirdependants in Irish jails within the 32 Counties.With this in mind we ask for localareas to form Finance Committees.Help and advice will be given by theCentral Committee.All contributions should be sent to:
Central Committe

CABHAIR
223 Parnell Street

Dublin 1

John Cronin remembered in Kerry
ON May 9, a glorious Sunday morning atBallycarthy Cross, four miles from Tralee, on themain Limerick-Killarney Road, a new round-about was named after great Kerry freedomfighter John Cronin of Ballymacelligott.

� The unveiling of a memorial to freedom fighter John Cronin of Ballymacelligott, Co Kerry on May 9 at the roundabout at Ballycarthy Cross outside Tralee, which is namedafter him. IRA Veteran Dan Keating gave the oration and unveiled the memorial. Dan is pictured second from right in the front row, wearing a cap.



Cén fáth nach mbeadhcead cainte (agus cáinte) agcách? Agus beagnach i gcó-naí, nach féidir rud éiginfiúntach a fhoghlaim as bhei-th ag éisteacht leis an duineeile?Nach é a deirtear gur óbhéal an amadáin agus anbháibín, agus minic go leor, athagann an t-ór buí, mar léar-gas, mar fhealsúnacht, marshaibhreas éigin intinne?Agus ní inniu ná inné achéad-dúradh sin i dteangaéigin - Laidin, Gréigis,Araibis, ní fheadar . . .Ach muide a raibh páistíagainn, a chaith seal inameasc is a bhain an oiread sintaitnimh as, moladh go deoleis an gCruthaitheoir, is rí-fheasach dúinn nach annamha thiteann an t-ór úd ó bhéaldhá bhliain d'aois.Ach is é a deir an té ag abhfuil an chumhacht:�Caithfear é sin a stopadh nótá sé contúireach.��Cén fáth? Goidé anchúis?��Cuirfidh sé daoineamú!�É ag iarraidh rud éigindifriúil a rá, seans? É agfágáil cliché-struchtúr nasainchainte, é ag iarraidh éalúó dhorchadas na seanri-

alacha, le greim éigin a fháilar lampa na hinspioráide, abea, mhais? Lig dó labhairt. Lig dó asmaointí a bhreacadh. Agusansin, más gá, déanamis abhfuil ráite, nó scríofa, achíoradh faoi sholas an lampachéanna . . .Is eol dúinn rialachaloighce. Más bréagach dábhfuil á rá aige, cruthóidhmuid sin; agus más fíor, céndochar?�Ach b'fhéidir nach gclo-isfeadh an gnáthdhuine�(cibé atá sa neach céanna)�an freagra, an loighic, nó gombeadh sé chomh dúr sin,agus raic a bheadh mar tho-radh ar a chacamas, agusmuid uilig thíos leis! Ní thiglinn dul ar an seans.Contúirteach, a deirim leat.Contúirteach . . .�Anois, a' dtuigeann sibhmé? Níl ann ach imní nóeagla. Eagla, go mbeadhorainn ár bhfaisean a athrú,caoi éigin eile a chur ar ár n-iompar, glacadh le smaointíúra, a mhalairt de bhéasa abheith i bhfeidhm. Ag na dochtúirí atá anceart ar fad nuair a deir siadgur dochar don cholainn adhéanann buairt, imní, eagla;agus nach amhlaidh atá don

bpobal?Is í ár mbuairt, imní,eagla, a spreagann leithéidíBush agus Blair, iad á leathnúchomh forleathan agus isféidir, agus iad a bhrú chomhfada leis na cnámha snapríosúin in éadan na bpríosú-nach.Is é an scéal ceananncéanna é a bhaineann leis anreifreann atá romhainn. Nachdtig libh na teachtaireachtaíatá taobh thiar den ghníomhsuarach frith-Chríostuil céan-na: Gheobhaidh siad bhurjabannaí! Gheobhaidh siadbhur mná, bhur bhfir!Cuirfidh siad a gcultúr grán-na i bhfeidhm abhus"Eagla, buairt, imní . . .Sibhse gur daoine daonnasibh, bíodh gur Críostaithesibh, nó Daonachtaithe, nóeile, tuigeann sibh an cleas.Ach ní mar a bhítear atáthar,mo léan.Mise, deirtear go bhfuilmise as faisean agus na cei-

thre scór sáraithe agam (bailó Dhua orm). Agus is rí-chuimhin liom na tríochaidíden gcéad seo caite. Bocht abhíomar, beagnach chaonduine dínn, nós againn bheithag cabhrú lenár gcéile imeitheal na beatha nó eile. . .Dá mbeadh a leithéid dereifreann ann is atá os árgcomhair faoi láthair thosódhdaoine ag bailiú le chéile lescreadáil os ard ina choinne.Ba shin an t-am nuair abhíodh na tincéirí thart ingach baile agus fáilterompu, mar ba iad a bhí inann gach pota a bhí pollta achur ina cheart arís, agus ganmórán a iarraidh, ach oiread,mar luach a gcuid oibre. Achinniu!Cuid mhaith dínn, bhíathair, nó uncail, deartháir nócolceathrar, nó eile, thar lear,agus fáilte mhór roimhe sanáit a bhfuair sé dídean.Bhíomar buíoch de Dhia goraibh a leithéid romhainn dá

mbeadh gá lenár n-imeacht.Féachaigí anois ármbuíochas . . .Céard é an rud a rinne andifríocht, agus formhór dínn,más fíor, thar a bheith sástayes a vótáil (agus tugtar faoideara gurb shin an focal gall-da, é lom nocht, atá ar nafógraí ar fud na tire, FF agusPD ceangailte le chéile lefuath don stróinséar).Cén fáth go bhfuilid "agplódú isteach?" (mar a deir anciníochaí) sa tír seo? Toiscnach bhfuil i ndán dóibh sambaile ach ocras agusbochtannas, tinneas, galar,dushaothrú, go díreach sariocht céanna mar a bhí ármuintir féin breis is 60 bliainó shin, agus go minic ina dhi-aidh sin, go dtí le fíordéannaí,Dia linn.Is iad sin ár mbráithre, árndeirfiúracha, ár ngaolta,agus ár gcéad dualgas inaleith gach cabhair a thabhairtdóibh, fáilte a chur rompu,mar a déarfadh Íosa Críost,dá mbeadh sé go feiceálachinár measc inniu, nóMohammed, nó Búdea. NóJim Larkin féin, ar dheis Dégo raibh sé.Fíor dhuit, bail ó Dhiaort! Maith go leor atáimid asinniu, agus muid ag éirí sain-teach, níos saintí in aghaidhan lae, agus is cuma linn árlaethe bochta, ár gcine scaip-ithe thar lear, agus 800 bliainde throid ar son na saoirsecurtha i gcrích! Cén cinéalsaoirse? Saoirse ó dhuh-saothrú na dtiarnaí talún.Saoirse ó bochtanas. Saoirseó thart agus ó ocras. Aguschabhródh muid sna laetheúd lenár muintir, inter alia, leteach a thógáil don duinebocht, é ar thóir a theallaighféin.Tinn tuirseach atáim ismé á chur in iúl daoibh nachbhfuil le déanamh agaibh, anbeagán fós atá dílis dontseanchreideamh, ach teacht

le chéile i ngach paróiste uairin aghaidh na seachtaine.B'fhearr ar dtús nachmbeadh aon lipéad polaitiúiloraibh sa gcaoi nach dtabhar-fadh sibh bata do bhuailtedon namhaid. Ba leor focalamháin: GRÁ: Nár chóir gráa bheith againn don bhfear ógagus dá bhean, agus iad ar asean-ndícheall le teach a fháilar chíos réasúnta . . .?Ar dtús, ní chuirfidh siadsiúd aon aird oraibh. Ach agméadú a bheas sibh, agusansin cuirfidh siad daoineisteach in mbur measc lescoilt a thosú, nó raic, nódrochchlú a chur libh.Ach bígí airdeallach,agus bígí ar thóir chabhrachD é  (Allah acbar), agus cuir-fidh sibh eagla orthu nó gombeadh scéal thart gombeadh sibh ag seasamh sagcéad toghchán eile . . .Éireoidh libh de réir achéile, go díreach mar ad'éirigh le dreamanna eile istair na hÉireann, agus tioc-faidh an lá nuair a bheas sééasca go maith deireadh achur le lucht dhiúltha na folaatá os ár gcionn faoi láthair.Féachaigí: Ní haonmhaith daoibh a bheith agclamhsán sa mbaile faoinadhona is atá saol na hÉireannfaoi láthair agus tada ádhéanamh le cur ina choinne.Tá neart ag GRÁ. Tig linncumhacht a bhronnadh arGHRÁ. Tig libh tír an ghrá abhronnadh in athuair arÉirinn.Má éiríonn leis an reifre-ann leithleasach seo atáromhainn beidh an-dochar godeo déanta do chlú na hÉire-ann. Ach cogar. Cén fáth nahEaspaig (Caitliceach agusProtastúnach) ina dtost, agusan éagóir mhór seo ina pleanpoiblí ag rialtas na 26Chontae. � DeasúnBreatnach
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£26,526

Grá aneochair
FAOI chinsireacht atáim arís. Ar feadh moshaoil scríbhneoireachta in Éirinn (agus inÉirinn amháin!) atáim faoi chinsireacht. Níthuigim cén fáth, ach amháin, seans, go dtu-gann cumhacht agus cur i bhfeidhm na cin-sireachta sásamh éigin ar leith (súnás, ab ea?)don té a bhfuil an deis sin faoina láimh aigemar, dáiríre, níl ciall dá laghad i gcinsireacht idtír a bhfuil cáil an daonlathais ag baint léi.

� Easpag Diarmuid Martin. Tá na hEaspaig(Caitliceach agus Protastúnach) ina dtost faoin reifre-ann.



Wednesday, April 28, 2004.Hundreds of loyalists took part ina sectarian march in the SandyRow area of south Belfast.Loyalists have made a num-ber of clearly untrue statementsclaiming Republicans andnationalists have moved intotheir area and were attacking loy-alists.For those of us who know theloyalists' stronghold of SandyRow these claims would belaughable if they weren't so dan-gerous for nationalists who livein the surrounding universityarea and those living at theWhitehall Square apartments.Loyalists and unionist coun-cilors made no bones abouttaking part in the sectarian anti-nationalist march. One of these,Bob Stoker, was to the fore ininflaming sectarian hatred, notonly did he refuse to condemnanti-nationalist leaflets but hewent further and said he wouldlike to see them [nationalists]leave the area voluntarily. Hesaid that Sandy Row was loyalistand they didn't wantRepublicans/nationalists in theirarea.It should always be noted thatin loyalist sectarian bigot-think-ing all nationalists areRepublican. They believe byusing these terms they can beseen as less sectarian, that is thethinking of the loyalist bigot.It is clear that loyalists are outto inflame tensions with theOrange marching season close.The question is being asked bynationalists, is this an overallplan and is the targeting ofnationalists with this sectarianmarch the opening of a new frontfor the loyalist bigots.Thursday, April 29, 2004. Ithas been reported that six peoplehave been intimidated from theirhomes by loyalists in northBelfast.The six who live in three sep-arate flats in Glandore Avenue,said they are moving out afterloyalists attacks on their homesand a brutal assault, and just can'ttake living in the area anymore.They also said that in the latestattack a friend had been assaultedby a gang of up to 30 drunkenloyalist youths at the weekendand then they had their windowsbroken by the same youths. They said that enough isenough. They have been living inGlandore for three years but inthe past couple of months theattacks gave worsened. After thisattack the RUC/PSNI drove pastthe drunken youths to the vic-tim's house. Upon arrival the vic-tim said he could identify thosewho carried out the attack on himbut the RUC didn't want to know.This came as no surprise. TheGlandore area has been the targetof loyalists for years.Friday, April 30, 2004. Anumber of boys claimed that loy-alists pulled up beside them in acar near the Antrim Road innorth Belfast and asked if theywere Catholics. In the same areatwo boys from St Patrick's

School said a number of men in acar tried to pull them in beforedriving off. It is believed the carwas the same car whose occu-pants had earlier asked a group ofschoolchildren if they wereCatholics.Saturday, May 1, 2004.Another sectarian attack was car-ried out by loyalists in northBelfast. The nationalist victim ofthis latest attack wished toremain anonymous as he fearedreprisal.He said he was attacked witha machete in the head as hewalked home. The attack was sovicious and he lost so muchblood that doctors said later hecould have died.The attack took place around10.30pm. The victim had been ata party and was walking alongthe Cliftonville Road when hewas attacked.He later said �I was walkinghome from my friend's housewhen this happened. I wasn'tfeeling well and thought I'd bebetter off at home so I left early.�I saw this car pull up andsaw three people in the car. Theygot out and shouted 'get theFenian bastard' and slashed myhead. I don't remember muchafter that but my friend whocame down from the party saidthat I was staggering. He told mehe had to get hold of me and holdme straight.�The victim's ear was severedfrom the eardrum right down toseveral inches near the based ofhis skull.He was sent to the MaterHospital and then transferred tothe City Hospital for an operationwhich was carried out two dayslater.Friday, May 7, 2004.Sectarian graffiti was removedfrom the predominately national-ist apartment block at the centerof disputes in the Sandy Rowarea of Belfast.Saturday, May 8, 2004.Locals living near the Giant'sFoot at the Beechmount LeisureCentre off the Falls Road in westBelfast claimed a bomb explodedin the area of Beechmount Parkaround 10pm.Further reports claimed thebomb went off in a car and thatsomeone may have been injured.Sunday, May 9, 2004.Occupation forces claimed thatafter moving into the BeechviewPark area of west Belfast theyfound signs in the area that abomb had exploded.Tuesday, May 11, 2004.There were a number of bombscares in west Belfast which laterturned out to be hoaxes. One ofthese was at the office of theBritish Policing Board memberAlex Atwood of the SDLP.Wednesday, May 12, 2004.A loyalist sectarian gang tried toforce their way into McClure'sStreet, a mainly-nationalist areain the lower Ormeau Road.Thursday, May 13, 2004. AnIrish nursery school in Poleglass,Belfast was targeted in an arsonattack for the second time in little

over a year. Friday, May 14, 2004.British army foot patrols were tobe seen in the Oldpark Road areaof north Belfast in the early after-noon.It was reported that a shoot-ing in south Belfast on May 13was connected to tension withinloyalism. It has become clear inrecent weeks that tensionsbetween the UVF and LVF arerunning high. The latest shootingtook place in the Purdysburn areaand up to five shots were fired ata house in Best Hill View. It iscommon knowledge that the LVFhas received a recent shipment ofarms.SDLP member CarmelHanna's South Belfast home wastargeted by loyalists whosmashed the windows of thehouse with ball bearings.Tuesday, May 18, 2004.There were reports of a shootingin east Belfast. One person wasbelieved to have been shot dead.The man, Brian Stewart, was saidto be a leading member of theLVF. The shooting was believedto have been carried out by theUVF.Loyalists attacked a numberof nationalist homes in theBawnmore Estate in northBelfast. A number of homeswere hit with red, white and bluepaint bombs in the attack. No onewas injured and some of thehouses were damaged.Wednesday, May 19, 2004.There were reports of a petrolbomb attack on a house on theAntrim Road. A petrol bomb wasthrown through a window of thehouse around 2am. There were anumber of people in the housebut no one was injured.There were reports that theBritish-backed loyalist death

squad the LVF threatened to killmembers of the ProgressiveUnionist Party (PUP). The PUPare the front for the loyalistdeaths squad the UVF. The UVFhave been blamed for the killingof leading LVF man BrianStewart in east Belfast on May18. Saturday, May 22, 2004.There was a bomb attack on ahouse in Bloomfield Court ineast Belfast. The attack, believedto be part of the ongoing loyalistfeud, damaged an adjoininghouse as well as the house target-ed and was no doubt carried outby the UVF as the target was aman known to have links withthe LVF.This was the second of two atthe weekend in east Belfast, bothcarried out by the UVF.This phase of the feud startedon May 18 when the UVF shotdead leading LVF man BrianStewart. Since then  UVF frontmen David Ervine and BillyHutchinson have claimed theyhave been informed the LVFhave threatened to kill them both.Sunday, May 23, 2004. Ashooting which took place thatnight saw a house hit a number oftimes. It is believed that two LVFmen been carried out the attackand took off on a mortgage.Two petrol bombs werethrown at the RUC/PSNI bar-racks on the Springfield Road inwest Belfast. The RUC/PSNIlater claimed there was no dam-age or injury in the attack.Monday, May 24, 2004.There was another attack in eastBelfast. The attack, said to bepart of the ongoing loyalist feud,saw a bomb thrown into a housein London Street. It is believed atleast one house was badly dam-aged.

There were also reports of abomb being found in the loyalistBallybean estate.Tuesday, May 25, 2004.There were reports of a manbeing arrested in the Suffolk areaof west Belfast.The RUC/PSNI claimed theman was arrested and a gunfound after a car drove through aroad block.Trouble broke out in the loy-alist Templemore Avenue areaaround 5pm. It was believedthere was fighting between UVFand LVF supporters. A numberof houses, two cars and a vanwere damaged and windowswere broken, another incident ofmany since the start of this latestloyalist feud.Wednesday, May 26, 2004.A number of reports werereceived of more trouble in loyal-ist areas of east Belfast, againpart of the ongoing loyalist feud.There were also reports of abomb being thrown into a houseand claims by the RUC/PSNIthat they had uncovered a num-ber of guns in the loyalistBallybeen estate.Thursday, May 27, 2004. Itwas reported that the LVF hadoffered the UVF a truce.
Friday, May 28, 2004: TheLVF called a ceasefire in the feudbetween them and the UVF. Nostatement had come from theUVF to date. They have alreadycalled on the LVF to disband.The latest feud is believed to beover drugs and ground. Therehave been a number of attacks inthis latest feud between theseloyalist gangs.A hoax device was left out-side the Belfast offices of AlexAttwood for the second time inthe month.
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A Belfast Chronology

N ATIONALISTS  SUBJECTED  TO
SECTARIAN  INTIMIDATION

� The paint-bombed window of William Sheppard�s home at Bawnmore Park, north Belfast after a loy-alist attack on May 18.



8 Saoirse-Irish Freedom � Meitheamh/June 2004

AS an integral part of itsalternative to the presentsystem in Ireland, Northand South, Republican SinnFéin visualises and puts for-ward the objective of anIreland of self-governingcommunities in which peo-ple will control their ownaffairs. ÉIRE NUA is aboutdelivering real local democ-racy, about true decentrali-sation of power fromnational, to provincial, toregional, right down to localand community level. Decentralisation has become abuzz word for many in the politicalestablishment, a word to be bandiedabout close to election time, dangledlike a carrot before the eyes of theelectorate, a reward awaiting to bebestowed upon a community by anall-powerful Dublin-based Minister.Such an attitude highlights a totallack of understanding or indeed anunwillingness to understand whatdecentralisation really means. 
It is not, as the present FiannaFáil/PD administration seems tothinks, about simply moving civilservants from one part of the coun-try to another. Such a scheme wouldsee all key decisions concerningfinancing, spending, allocation ofresources etc continue to be made inDublin, whilst the department itselfremains centralised, all that willhave changed is its location. This is in stark contrast to ÉIRENUA which sets out a programme ofgenuine decentralisation not only ofthe department, services etc but alsothe entire decision making process.ÉIRE NUA enshrines the con-cept of local democracy, ensuringthat all decision-making whichaffects the everyday lives of com-munities, in areas such as health,education, job creation, planning,housing and the environment, areaccountable to the people uponwhom they will have most impact. Itis this philosophy which also under-pins SAOL NUA, our social andeconomic programme, which isdesigned with the aim of deliveringreal economic democracy. ÉIRE NUA and SAOL NUA,taken together, are driven by theidea of empowering people, com-munities, regions and the provincesin a meaningful way, socially, polit-ically and economically. This iswhat true local democracy anddecentralisation is all about assummed up in the introduction toÉire Nua: "So, we must work to lib-erate the Irish people and establish ademocratic system, based on justiceand equal rights � to build ÉIRENUA: a New Ireland. In that Ireland,

Irish people will begin to experiencereal power in their own communitiesserving as the foundation for a mod-ern pluralist Irish Republic". ÉIRE NUA and SAOL NUAenvision an Ireland based onRepublican, socialist, self-relianceand ecological principles.
END POLITICAL AND BUSINESS CORRUPTIONA succession of Free Statepoliticians have been exposed asacting in their own selfish interestagainst the national interest � andthe entire structure of the Free Statemust be dismantled and re-struc-tured in a new and united Ireland.Political and business corruptionmust be ended � and clear andtransparent lines of demarcationdrawn between politics and �bigbusiness�. The high level of corrup-tion which existed at the heart of the26 County political establishment,and which is being daily document-ed at the various �tribunals�, wastaking place while hospital patientsdied on trolleys and the queuesawaiting treatment grew to giganticlengths.Therefore from a national levelit must be stressed that the effects ofpolitical and economic corruptiontrickled down to local communitiesthroughout the island and deprivedpeople of services and indeedimpaired their right to the best avail-able facilities and support of thestate.While the corrupt politicianswere feeding their secret offshoreand non-resident accounts thosewho voted for them were beingpenalised by high taxes and exorbi-tant prices as the rising cost of livingaffected the lives of most ordinarypeople.

IMMEDIATE AIMSRepublican Sinn Féin believeslocal authorities should have powerfor local financing. Without controlof funds local authorities lose theireffectiveness and cannot serve thepeople they are elected to represent.Republican Sinn Féin envisageslocal bodies with annual budgetsdrawn from local and provincial tax-ation and from central funds. Revenue for local governmentshould be based on a more equitabletaxation system based on incomeand one's ability to pay. Whileopposing the present system it willsupport moves to have certain majoritems, eg national road networks,health etc, paid from central fundsbut will insist that the local repre-sentatives will determine the way inwhich the service is administered. Republican Sinn Féin opposesthe 26-County Administration'sintroduction of 'stealth taxes' such as

service charges. Our candidates willcampaign intensively to reverse thepolicy of privatising local services,ensuring that these services areplaced once again under the controlof the local authorities.
THE HEALTH SERVICE IN MELTDOWNThe health of a nation is an indi-cator of its state of mind and fitness� the present public health servicein the 26 Counties is a ramshackleand creaking structure ready to col-lapse.The endless waiting for clinicsand services as opposed to immedi-ate attention for those with moneypoints to a two-tier system where thewealthy and those who can afford itobtain a far superior level of treat-ment.  It is a scandal and it must bescrapped and replaced with a servicewhere the emphasis is on the patientand his or her needs � not his or herability to pay the bill. 

An efficient and well-managedhealth service is vital for any coun-try � in the 26 Counties today thehealth service is badly managed interms of allocation of resources. The�lion's share� of the �health budget�is being spent on 'administration'whilst health service's at the point ofpeople's need are the targets of pub-lic spending cut-backs.Unlike the proposals for the cen-

tralisation of essential health servic-es such as A&E to hospitals in themajor cities, made in the discreditedHanley Report, ÉIRE NUA envis-ages all health and social servicesbeing available at district level. We are opposed to the closing oflocal hospitals. A fair and balancedhospital development programmethroughout the entire country wouldrelieve overcrowding in Dublin,Cork and larger city hospitals. Weadvocate each town having a fullyserviced and maintained senior citi-zens' home. The problems faced by elderlypeople are not adequately addressed.Our senior citizens as of right shouldbe cared for as near the home envi-ronment as possible.Social welfare should have aminimum rate of benefit as per therecommendation of the Commissionon Social Welfare in recent years.Allowances should be paid as ofright in accordance with a code ofpractice rather than having �discre-

tionary� payments as at present. 
HOUSINGRepublican Sinn Féin advocatesthe removal of housing finance fromthe hands of commercial interestsand the creation of a NationalHousing Fund to provide the serviceat nominal interest rates whichwould allow the maximum numberof people to buy their own homes.Speculation in building land shouldbe eliminated through its compulso-ry purchase with compensation bythe relevant local authority for resaleto individuals and families addingsolely the administrative cost. 

Due to the cutbacks in localauthority housing, figures for home-lessness are again reaching crisisproportions. The lack of affordablehousing/accommodation is con-tributing to the rising numbers ofpeople who are sleeping rough inour towns and cities. This situationmust be faced now with fundingmade available, accelerating theconstruction of high standard publichousing. Ground rents should beabolished completely at this stageand without compensation.

PLANNINGRepublican Sinn Féin opposesthe �one generation� and �littleboxes� suburb where children andyoung mothers have to cope with thelack of wisdom and stability whichthe age-range and class-mixture ofthe traditional village entails. As thenew generation grows up, schools,churches, shops and other communi-ty services become overcrowded,only to revert into a deserted area ofaging parents in a further ten ortwenty years. As a condition ofplanning permission, house buildersshould be obliged to allocate a per-centage of their development landfor modestly-priced dwellings. We are also opposed to dirtyindustries which severely damagethe environment, and which haverightly been refused location inother countries being sited inIreland.

WASTE DISPOSALSince 80% of industrial anddomestic waste can now be recy-cled, we are proposing that eachlocal authority set target dates, sothat in five years time 50% of allrubbish will be recycled. These tar-gets are being reached in mostEuropean countries and there is noreason why they cannot be achievedhere. As industry is the biggest pro-ducer of waste, they must also bemade take responsibility for the costof disposal and recycling waste. Weare opposed to incineration as ameans of waste disposal.

Incinerators pose a serious risk tothe environment in general as wellas the health of the communities inwhich they are located.
WATER SUPPLY ANDGROUP SCHEMESPiped water should be providedin all areas as a major priority andthe cost should be spread on thecommunity at large. Group schemesshould qualify for 100% grants. 

ROADS AND TRAFFICThe condition of county roadsespecially is a disgrace in mostcounties. As well as the total of roadtax, the excise duty on fuel oil andthe purchase tax on vehicles in alocal authority area in contributionsto central funds merits a far greaterdisbursement towards roads mainte-nance. Major repairs to county roadsnow taking place are too slow andgradual and "pot-hole" filling isinadequate. Main roads should be a regionalgovernment function and the rightsand objections of local communitieswill have to be considered in plan-ning. Generally, Republican SinnFéin supports a reduction in citycentre motor traffic and press localauthorities to provide public trans-port in shopping areas. We areopposed to toll charges on roads andbridges. Road signs and traffic regula-tions should conform with interna-tional practice and the correct Irishnames should be given full promi-nence on signs. Advertising on allroads should be very severelyrestricted and limited, outside urbanareas, to local goods and services. There should be a Euroroute(road of Euro standard) leading fromCounty Donegal, past Sligo,Galway, Limerick and Clonmel toRosslare Europort. 

AN POSTRepublican Sinn Féin opposesthe closure of local post offices, withthe consequent loss of jobs and thelimiting of rural postal deliveries toroadside post office boxes. Theseclosures are contrary to our long-standing policy of decentralisation.Services should be updated and postoffices should provide other servicessuch as local banking, now mainlythe monopoly of private commercialbanks. 

CONTINUING JOB LOSSESThe continuing loss of high techjobs is a cause for concern � as themobile multi-national companiesmove away to seek even cheaperlocations in the Third World. Theloss of computer jobs is a crisis �
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as many millions of euro have beenspent in attracting such companiesinto Ireland in the first lace. Lowcost call centres are no adequatereplacement for the lost highlyskilled research and development

jobs now lost to the economy.
LOCAL EMPLOYMENTSCHEMESUnemployment is still with usand many areas remain deprived andwithout work, proper infrastructureand educational facilities, a sure signof the failure of successive govern-ments and of full EU membership.Local employment schemes shouldprovide productive jobs for schoolleavers; if properly resourced andadministered they can deliver animportant social service. We opposethe drastic cutbacks in these schemesby the present DublinAdministration.

EDUCATION AND CULTURERepublican Sinn Féin calls forgreater local involvement in educa-tion at all levels by local authorities.A string of sub-standard schoolsfrom primary sector to secondary aretolerated because there is said to be afunding crisis. Primary EducationCommittees should be established onan area basis to ensure that pro-grammes, policies and facilities aregeared to local requirements. At post-primary level, pressuremust be applied to integrate the vari-ous types of schools into a truly com-prehensive system that would servethe needs of each local communityand be subject to its control. We wish to see the educationalsystem used to train our citizens notonly in technical skills and the artsbut also in good citizenship. Theindividual should be equipped todeal with the State, know his/herrights and insist on them. National self-respect, self-reliance, pride in our heritage andtraining in co-operativism and self-help, along the lines of the Danisheducational system, should beencouraged. Library facilities should includecomputers with internet access,videos, slides, tapes etc. Charges forlibrary membership should be abol-ished. Consumer education is vital,with emphasis on local realities.Courses in history and heritageshould have a strong local base sothat learners can proceed from thefamiliar to the new. The demand for third level edu-cation continues to grow andRepublican Sinn Féin will promotethe establishment of more Collegesof Technology on an area basis.Maintenance grants to those quali-fied should be increased in accor-dance with the cost of living. We will press for the use of Irish-produced text books that allow forregional variations and oppose thetake-over of that industry by interna-tional Anglo-American companies. We are opposed to the wateringdown of our history and attempts toreduce the significance of our her-itage, all of which leave our peopleignorant of their roots.Cultural contacts with all coun-tries should be encouraged and espe-cially with small independentnations, eg Finland, Iceland,Norway, Denmark, Switzerland,Austria and nations not yet liberated,eg Wales, Scotland, Brittany,

Euskadi. 
CONSUMER COURTSRepublican Sinn Féin will seekthe establishment of local consumercourts under the supervision of localauthorities. Citizens are entitled tocompensation for administrativeinefficiency and failure to pay bene-fits on time. Detailed information ofentitlement should be as easily avail-able to all in district Citizens' AdviceOffices. This service will be free ofcharge. 

GAELTACHTTá féin-rialú don Ghaeltachtmolta againn cheana féin. CuirfidhSinn Féin Poblachtach úsáid naGaeilge chun cinn do chainteoiríGaeilge agus dá dteaghlaigh i ngach

déiléail a bhíonn acu leis na húdaráisphoiblí. Ba cheart go mbeadh nafoirmeacha agus na cáipéisí uile arfail go dátheangach, mar atá igCeanada agus i dtíortha eile. Agusba cheart go gcuirfí i bhfeidhm anriail ghinearálta go bpléifí le saorá-naigh i cibé teanga is rogha leo.Saoránaigh a ndéantar leatromorthu nó a mbíonn costais bhreiseorthu de bharr gur ghlac saidseasamh ar son a gcearta teanga, bacheart go ndéanfaí cúiteamh leo. Aran gcuma chéanna, ní foláir don rial-tas láir gach cumarsáid a bhíonn acule brainsí den rialtas áitiúil saGhaeltacht a dhéanamh trí mhéan naGaeilge.Go dtí go mbeidh féin-rialú iom-lán ag an nGaeltacht, ba cheart gombeadh oifig áitiúil ChomhairleContae i ngach ceantar Gaeltachta,m.sh an Cheathrú Rua i gConamara.Bheadh Innealtóir, Bainisteoir agusfoireann lonnaithe ansin agus chuir-fidís seirbhís iomlán ar fail tríGhaeilge.We have earlier stated our advo-cacy of Gaeltacht self-government.The use of Irish for Irish speakersand their families in all dealings withpublic authorities will be promoted.All forms, documents etc should beavailable bilingually as in Canadaand other countries. The general rulethat citizens should be communicat-ed with in the language of theirchoice should be enforced and citi-

zens who suffer hardship or expensebecause of insisting on their linguis-tic rights should be compensated.Similarly all communication by cen-tral government with local govern-ment bodies in Gaeltacht areas mustbe done so in the Irish language.Pending full Gaeltacht self-gov-ernment there should be a local CoCouncil office in every Gaeltachtarea, eg in Ceathrú Rua forConamara, with a local Engineer,Manager and staff who would pro-vide a full service through Irish. 
EUROPEAN UNIONRepublican Sinn Féin hasopposed full membership of the EUfrom the outset as a highly cen-tralised political and economicpower-bloc where decisions about

our lives are taken in completelyundemocratic institutions. Our strug-gle has been to manage our ownaffairs and our programme is formaximum power at the base. That isreal democracy and the very oppo-

site of EU imperialism. Under the EU our resources (egfish) are being taken from us, houseprices are spiralling out of controland traffic is in gridlock in manyplaces. The EU bureaucrats aredoing well on their huge salaries andso are the big farmers. But the plan isto wipe out the small farmers andrestructure industry so that the EUcentre can prosper at our expense.Thus footwear and textile factoriesare being closed down and moved tolow-wage countries.In agriculture far from the prom-ised guaranteed level, cattle andsheep prices are unstable. Milk, dueto rising costs, is not as profitable asit was and many small farmers aregetting out of milk production. Bovine TB after 40 years ofattention is still a problem as areBrucellosis and BSE. We can expect

all these processes to increase furtherand after the next period of five orsix years the future of smaller farmsis uncertain, especially for youngpeople. If rural Ireland disintegratesfor lack of development and failureto address poverty then there will beno community remaining outside thelarge towns. Neutrality has been undermined.We were told that in 1992 � as wewere told in 1972 � that the Borderwould wither away. It will not, nomore than will the border betweenFrance and Germany. The Britishgarrison remains in the Six Counties. 
We are opposed to membershipof the NATO Partnership for Peace,to the militarisation of the EU and tothe continuing use of Shannon and

Baldonnel airports in the Anglo-US

occupation of Iraq. We believe that areformed United Nations, with col-lective world responsibility, shouldcontinue to have responsibility forpeace-keeping duties and not anypower-bloc with its own selfishinterests. In these and in other matters,Republican Sinn Féin representa-tives will not hesitate to take issuesoutside the council chambers into thestreets or wherever may be necessaryto ensure the interests of the peoplethey serve. 

BORDER AREASThe spending of large sums ofmoney from abroad in equalamounts on both sides of the Borderis designed to bolster up Partitionand British rule from both sides.Meanwhile shameful Border collab-oration costing many millions ofEuro a year is the fruit of sustainingthe present system which Britain isattempting to update and make moreacceptable - nationally and interna-tionally - through the StormontAgreement.  The spending of largesums of money from the US and EUin particular is done so with the pur-pose of reinforcing partition andBritish rule.

LOCAL ELECTIONSIt is 105 years since the estab-

lishment of local councils, a first stepin local democracy introduced by theBritish as part of a policy to "killHome Rule by kindness". Localdemocracy was weakened eversince, not least by the failure untilrecently to hold elections at regularintervals. Republican Sinn Féinadvocates reducing the intervalbetween elections to every four years� as in the Six Counties. 

THE POLITICAL WILLTO CHANGEThere must be a radical changeof political direction if this country isto cherish all the children equally �the will of the people is supposed tobe expressed at the ballot � there-fore our candidates will be going for-

ward on a wide range of policies for

change � in local communities allacross this land there are issues thataffect the people who put the politi-cians into power - now is the time toadvocate change - and change shallonly come when the people demandit. For the past 33 years RepublicanSinn Féin as a political movementand through its elected representa-tives has been spearheading the drivefor more local control, increased par-ticipation in government at everylevel, a fundamental change in struc-tures, a radical decentralisation ofpower and administration and thebuilding up of a Federal andDemocratic Socialist Republic thatwill ensure peace, freedom, a fairshare for all and political recognitionto all the communities on this island. 
Our candidates will continue thiswork even within the present unsat-isfactory structures of local govern-ment. Our members are amongst thehardest working local governmentrepresentatives in the country asthose who voted for them last timeknow. 
The Republican Sinn Féin candi-dates stand out as persons of integri-ty and honesty anxious to work forthe people in contrast to the blatantscandal and corruption from locallevel to central government and evento the EU Commission itself. 
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� Tomás Ó Curraoin, GalwayCo Council, Connemara area.� Des Dalton, Athy TownCouncil, Co Kildare.� Councillor Seán Lynch,Longford Co Council, Drumlishareal.
� Donal Varian, Cobh TownCouncil, Co Cork.

� Mike �The Quill� Ryan,Limerick City Council, Ward 1.
� Seán O'Neill, Limerick CityCouncil, Ward 4.� Terence Varian, MidletonTown Council, Co Cork.
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Presentations were made to
seven people (one posthumously)
in recognition of their contribution
to the cause of Irish Freedom. The
prisoners hold a special place in
the hearts of all the Honorees and
Seán Mac An Iomra spoke for
them all when he said "Teastaíonn
uaidh a dhícheall a dhéanamh do
na priosúnaigh Poblachtaigh". 

Honorees presented with a Cu
Chulainn Statue were: Margaret
Kavanagh, Wexford (Leinster);
Brendan McGill, Lurgan, (Ulster);
Eddie Costello, Limerick
(Munster); Seán Mac An Iomaire,
Conamara, (Connacht); Bob
Loughman, USA and Hugh
MacDonald from Scotland. 

A special presentation was
made to the family of Davy Taylor,
Belfast, a principled Republican
who never wavered in his commit-
ment to rid the country forever of
the occupation forces.

Hugh, who was a friend of
Seamus Reader - founder of the
Scottish Brigade of the Irish
Republican Army, joined Fianna
na'hAlba in 1944. Fianna na'hAlba
was modelled on Na Fianna Éire-
ann and thought young Scots men
to take a 'leading part in the
restoration of the national life of
Scotland'. Among the subjects
thought were Gaelic, history, pip-
ing and drumming.

Hugh MacDonald later joined
Glasgow Sinn Féin selling The
United Irishman and was secretary
of the Irish Republican
Dependents Fund. He was also
active in the Scottish National
Party, is a fluent Scottish and
Gaelic speaker, plays the bagpipes
and despite ill health in recent
years attends commemorations
regularly. 

He added a touch of colour to
the proceedings in his splendid kilt
of his clan.

Bob Loughman, born in the
Bronx, is of Clare and Laois
parentage. He is as familiar a fig-
ure in Bundoran as he is in the
Bronx, attending the Hunger
Strike Commemoration every
year. Bob was a longtime chairper-
son of the McBride Chapter of
Irish Northern Aid in Rockland
County, NY who in 1986 saw that
the Provisionals were taking the
surrender road. From then on he,
as well as his wife Ann, supported
Republican Sinn Féin and affiliat-
ed bodies.

From 1978-1985 he produced
a weekly Irish radio programme
for the local Rockland Co radio
station and from1994-1998 he
hosted a TV programme. Many of
his guests came from Ireland
including Joe O'Neill, Ruairí Ó
Brádaigh and Bernadette Devlin. 

Bob believes that �the only
pathway to peace and justice is
English withdrawal from Ireland
and a new constitution and gov-
ernment formed by real democrat-
ic elections in the 32 Counties of a
United Ireland�.

Bob served in the US Army
and the NY City Police
Department. He also graduated
from college with a BS in Forensic
Science and an MA in Criminal
Justice. He is a member of the

Northeastern Association of
Forensic Scientists and is also a
high school physics teacher.

Rugadh Seán Mac An Iomaire
i Casla, Conamara. I 1948 chuaigh
sé go dtí Boston agus preasáileadh
é isteach in Arm Mheiriocá le linn
Chogaigh sa hCóiré 1950-53.
When he returned from Korea he
settled in Chicago where he joined
Clan-na-Gael and worked for the
freedom of the country he was
forced to emigrate from. 

I 1972 d'fhoill Seán abhaile go
Gaillimh. From then on Seán has
been a tireless worker for the
Republican Movement. He is cur-
rently facing charges of sellingSAOIRSE in Eyre Square �
where he has sold Republican pub-
lications for over 30 years. The
name of the Republican paper may

have changed but Seán has not. He
is as staunch today as he was when
he joined Clan-na-Gael all those
years ago in his belief in a united
Ireland � but not the Stickie or
Provo way. Duirt sé in 1986 �Níor
chreideas ionta, bhíodar ar bhótar
de Valera� (na Provos). 

Maidir leis an am atá le teacht

deireann Seán, �Bím ag siúl leis an
dea-rud I gcónaí�. Seán is also
committed to supporting the POW,
support for them is vital he main-
tains.

Born into a Republican family
in Thomandgate, Limerick, Eddie
Costello continues their tradition.
Eddie inherited a strong social
conscience from his parents. It
stood him in good stead while, as a
victim of forced emigration (like
many others), Eddie worked in
England from 1950-56. He worked
at a variety of jobs and was always
active, in a voluntary capacity, as a
trade union official. His commit-
ment to the cause of labour has
never left him. 

When he returned to Ireland he
assisted his father in organising the
Republican movement in the

Limerick area and worked for
Paddy Mulcahy when he stood in
the local elections. Unfortunately
he was forced to return to work in
England where he again became
involved in the trade union move-
ment - becoming a shop steward
with his union.

In 1961 he married Mary
Anglim, a niece of the late Sony

Darcy who was interned in the
Curragh, secured a job in Cement
Ltd and became a shop steward.
He worked for the workers and he
continued to work for the
Republican Movement. The plight
of the prisoners was always of a
special interest to him and he
worked, and continues to work,
tirelessly on their behalf. 

It is hardly surprising that
from the cradle Brendán Mac
A'Ghoill, Lurgan, Co Armagh was
familiar with the names of the
many men from Lurgan who had
fought the British over the
decades. Edward Jarland, a 1798
United Irishman, was hanged in
Lurgan; Edward Costello died
fighting in the GPO and the many
Lurgan men such as Harte,

Campbell and Lavery were house-
hold names. Brendan along with
Seán Keenan of Derry, published a
book on Thomas Harte, GHQ Staff
Officer, IRA in the 1940s. Harte,
along with Paddy McGrath, was
executed by a Free State firing
squad in Mountjoy jail, September
1940.

Brendan would also have wit-

nessed at first hand the treatment
meted out to the nationalist popu-
lation by the B Specials and the
RUC. 

As a boy Brendan joined Na
Fianna Éireann and over the years
became involved in all aspects of
the Republican Movement. He
was also involved in the Gaelic
League, the GAA and all cultural
organisations.

Emigration once again reared
its ugly head and as happened with
many other Republicans, Brendan
immigrated to London. And like
many others before and since he
joined the Republican Movement
in London. There he met Frances
Robinson whom he married.
Frances has supported Brendan
ever since �during some very

Republican Veterans 
THERE was a large attendance at the annual CAB-HAIR Testimonial Dinner which was held in the WestCounty Hotel, Chapelizod, Dublin on May 21, 2004.This annual event is an important date in theRepublican calendar of events. It gives people anopportunity to express their respect and gratitude tothose who have given so much down the years in fur-therance of the unity of Ireland.

� Seán Mac an Iomaire, Connacht Honoree, with Ruairí ÓBrádaigh, President, Republican Sinn Féin. � Des Long congratulates Eddie Costelloe,  Munster Honoree.

� Margaret Kavanagh (Wexford) with Des Dalton.

� Brendan Magill (right), Ulster Honoree with Joe O�Neill,Bundoran.



hard and difficult times. 
Brendan was also involved in

the Northern Ireland Civil Rights
organisation. It was at one of these
meeting that Brendan met Pat Ward
and a lifelong friendship developed
between the two. Pat unfortunately
died at a young age from ill health
due to his many hunger strikes.
Another close friend of Brendans
was Sr Sarah Clarke who is remem-
bered with respect and affection by
all who came in contact with this
extraordinary woman. Her tireless
work for prisoners and their families
will never be forgotten. 

In the early 1970s Brendan
served a jail term in England and
after his trojan work for the hunger
strikers Michael Gaughan and Frank
Stagg his name became well known.
From Parkhurst on the Isle of Wight
in 1974 to Wakefield in 1976 he
gave his time fearlessly to the task of
bringing home their bodies for burial
� as he did in the case of Vol Jim
McDade of Belfast who was killed
in Birmingham.

After Frank Stagg�s funeral
Brendan and his son Ciarán were
arrested and served a term in
Portlaoise prison for membership.
On his release from Portlaoise he
was appointed Organiser of the

Republican Movement by the late
Dáithí Ó Conaill and also to the Ard
Chomhairle of Sinn Féin. 

He brought his family home to
Ireland and bought a pub in
Ballyshannon, Co Donegal. For sev-
eral years he successfully (with the
help of Frances) ran the pub while
working for the Movement.
Eventually the family returned to
England where once again Brendan
became active in the Republican
Movement.

It is impossible to chronicle the
work Brendan has done for the
Republican Movement down the

years. Now Brendan and Francis are
returning to Lurgan. Brendan
intends to continue to assist the
Movement in any way he can.

Retirement is not an option for
Brendan!

Margaret Kavanagh from
Wexford was another Irish
Republican who, along with her hus-
band and young family, was forced
to emigrate to Britain in the 1950s.
Returning in 1965 Margaret's inter-
est in Irish politics was as strong as
ever. 

Her brother Matt had been active
in the famous Kyle Flying Column
under Bob Lambert. In the late
1960s she joined the Pádraig Ó

Pearaill Cumann in Wexford town
and joined Cumann na mBan. She
passed on her love of Irish freedom
to her family who have been staunch
supporters � despite the harassment
and the many raid carried out by the
Free State. Her home was always
open to Republicans, her hospitality
remembered by many. 

In the early '70s, when her son
Jimmy was interned in Long Kesh,
Margaret was one of the many
women who was out banging bin-
lids in Belfast on her numerous vis-
its there. 

Down the years Margaret was no
stranger to visiting prisons, Jimmy
and Dáithí served long sentences in
Portlaoise. In 1986 Margaret never
wavered in her commitment to the
Irish Republic keeping the Pádraig Ó
Pearaill Cumann on the true path. 

In 1998 she was prominent in
the activities to mark the 200th
anniversary of th 1798 Rising. She
carried her pike in ceremonies all
over Ireland and marched to the the
top of both Oulart Hill and Vinegar
Hill.

Margaret is also a member of
Wexford Republican Graves
Committee and makes all the
wreaths used in the local commemo-
rations. She continues her work for
the Republican Movement and
intends to continue fighting for the
Irish Republic that her brother Matt
first told her about all those years
ago.

A special presentation took
place to the family of the late Davy
Taylor. Davy, a Belfast Republican
was active until his death on
September 2003. He worked tire-
lessly for the Republican Movement
giving much of his time working to
improve the conditions and highlight
the plight of the POWs � he was
always to be seen on the white-line
picket. Davy was also an active
worker in the community which
brought him into contact with a wide
variety of people. 

He also worked in the Belfast
office of Republican Sinn Féin and
was reliable and dependable. Down
the years the sterling work done by

Davy was done quietly and without
fuss. But if thing had to be said Davy
was not shy about saying them �
albeit in his own quiet way! A few
weeks before his death Davy let
Adams know that he was wrong to
lead ex-comrades into Stormont.

One of the many stories told
about Davy was that as a boy of 14
in 1940 he got an application form to
fill out for a job. Under �nationality�
Davy wrote Irish. This did not go
down very well with prospective
boss and Davy was told that unless
he classed himself as British there
would be no job for him. Needless to
mention Davy did not get the job!

One job he viewed as an honour
and a duty was to read the
Proclamation of the All-Ireland
Republic at Milltown Cemetery
every Easter. This he did with digni-
ty and commitment, this Easter was
his last time to do so. He is sadly
missed by his comrades in the
Republican Movement.

They were true Republicans and
deserving Honorees.
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honoured in Dublin

� Bob Loughman, USA Honoree (left) with Joe O�Neill and Cathleen Knowles McGuirk.

� Attending the CABHAIR Testamonial Dinner were (left to right) Ruairí White, Newry and anti IraqWar activists, Eoin Rice and Mary Kelly.

� Hugh Mac Donald, Scotland Honoree, accepts the presentationmade to him.

� Geraldine Taylor (left) presents a mirror made in Portlaoise jail tothe family of the late Davy Taylor, Belfast.



LandmarkJudgementsOnPrisoner�sRightsA charaAs Ireland is one of onlyeight European countrieswho deny voting rights totheir prison population Ithought you may be inter-ested in the following infor-mation in the current issueof the newspaper for prison-ers Inside Time. The prisonand prisoner mentioned arebased in England. In a landmark judge-ment the European Court ofHuman Rights ruled thatbanning convicted prisonersfrom voting is a breach oftheir human rights. Thejudgement was delivered on30 March 2004 (Hirst VUnited Kingdom [no 2] app.No. 74025-01). The case was taken by a[convicted] prisoner JohnHirst who was a prisoner inHMP KirklevingtonGrange. Hirst, a lifer, is nowon day release (and presum-ably able to vote!).In England remand pris-oners have been legally eli-gible to vote, though in real-ity practical obstacles haveprevented most of themfrom actually doing so.Despite the British govern-ment passing theRepresentation of thePeople Act in 2002 theyhave opposed extending thefranchise to sentenced pris-oners.Also in Inside Timeanother landmark case wasreported. Lord Bonomyruled that �the practice of�slopping out� by prisonerswho have only a bucket intheir cell as a toilet facilityamounted to �degradingtreatment� under theEuropean Convention onHuman Rights�. He awarded £2,400compensation to RobertNapier, a former prisoner ofBarlinnie prison in Scotlandwho had 'suffered feelingsof anxiety, anguish, inferior-ity and humiliation'.MICHAEL LOGAN  EnglandJoin theAnti-BushProtest on June 25-26!A charaThe US/British invasionof Iraq was preceded bypromises of freedom for theIraqi people which of coursecould be nothing furtherthan the truth. Over 10,000 innocentIraqi civilians have beenkilled since the invasionwhilst hundreds more havebeen tortured and murderedin US-run prisons. This hasall been carried out at theacquiescence of the FreeState government who haveallowed thousands of UStroops move throughShannon each month ontheir way to Iraq. It is crucial that  Irishpeople put their oppositionto Irish involvement in thewar on record. Oppose thewar in Iraq by protesting

George Bush's presence inour country on June 25-26. RÓISÍN HAYDENTallaghtBush�sClaims onTortureRingHollowA charaGeorge W Bush's claimthat he is deeply disgustedat the ill treatment of Iraqiprisoners in Abu Gharibprison rings hollow - unlessof course it was fact that thephotos appeared and not theabuse that has upset him.The photos made him facethe facts publicly.  Bush has to have knownfor some time that prisonerswere being abused. SixAmerican soldiers are fac-ing charges of abuse of pris-oners at Abu Gharib datingback to November last year.That fact has hardly escapedhis notice.Such expressions of dis-gust coming from a manwho has given usGuantanamo Bay are as sickas the abuse being visited onthe prisoners. We allremember the photographsof the prisoners inGuantanamo Bay, hooded,blindfolded, hands tiedbehind their backs as theywere pulled/dragged aroundthe compounds. We canonly guess at the treatmentmeted out to them whenthey were out of the glare ofthe cameras � guarded byguards with dogs.Bush is so sincere in hisapology to the Iraqi prison-ers he is sending themGeneral Geoff Miller, themilitary commander incharge of Guantanamo Bayto replace the military gen-eral now in charge. Hispraise of and backing forRumsfield is hardly likely toinspire any confidence inthe Iraqi people. No doubtthey remember that it wasAmerica who trained,armed, and assisted Saddamto power in the first place �and that American interestsare served first and last.This is the driving forcebehind his so-called �war onterror�. Bush's continuing bom-bardment, of not just Iraqbut also, of Afghanistan andhis support for Sharon'streatment of the Palastinianshas to raise questionsregarding his sincerity onhis claim to be �fighting ter-ror�.Looks like the USA isone of the countries inflict-ing terror - with the assis-tance of the British who arethemselves no strangers toinflicting terror and tortur-ing prisoners. SeveralBritish soldiers have beenquestioned over the deathsof Iraqi prisoners in Basralast September and at leasteight other allegations of illtreatment are being investi-gated. The systematic ill treat-ment of captured prisoners(POWs) by an occupyingarmy is nothing new. In the1970s when allegations sur-faced of ill treatment ofprisoners in the Omagh,Palace, Castlereagh andGough Barracks in Ulster

the British Government ini-tially rubbished them. Yetwithin a few years theEuropean Court of HumanRights found the Britishguilty of 'degrading andinhuman treatment' of pris-oners in at least one of thesedetention barracks. The joint RUC/BritishArmy interrogation of pris-oners also involved anexperiment with 14 menwho were hooded, handstied behind their backs, sub-jected to �white noise�,deprived of sleep, made tostand for hours with finger-tips against the walls,deprived of toilet facilities,thrown out of helicopters(the choppers were in fact afew feet above the groundbut the hooded, disorientat-ed men had no way ofknowing this). Dogs were used as partof the torture also, bucketsof water poured over themen, they were beaten untiltheir joints swelled up. Theywere left lying on wet floorsfor hours.The 'rotten apples' theo-ry was trotted out then as itis being done now in Iraq.The 'few bad ones' were toblame according to 'govern-ment/official sources'. Then,as now, those classed as the'bad ones' said they wereacting with thesanction/approval of theirsuperior officers and werenot acting on their own.From Palace Barracks to theH-Blocks prisoners were ill-treated. From Vietnam toIraq prisoners were/are illtreated. Afghanistan too nodoubt has it H-Blocks andAbu Gharib prisons.However Judge Corry'sreport put paid to the 'badapples' theory. Guilty of col-lusion was his verdict - allthe way to the top. PerhapsCorry should take anotherlook and extend his brief.Perhaps he should lookinto the conditions in whichPOWs are being held inMaghaberry prison today.The use of dogs to searchcells � in some instancesthe dogs have fouled thecells and the bedding. Theuse of dogs when searchingvisitors. The use of dogs byguards/screws seems tohave become part and parcelof the 'control system'. Aninsidious practice. Prisoners are generallythe �invisible people�, but itseems some out there thank-fully have a conscience. Letthat conscience be vocal. JOSEPHINE HAYDENDublinConditionsIn MaghaberryJailCriticalA charaThe worsening situation

in Maghaberry Prison needsto be monitored carefullyand publicised widely. Lackof proper facilities, ie edu-cation, exercise yard etc is amajor problem. The use ofdogs by the screws whencell searching is a totallyunacceptable practice. Theuse of dogs in the AbuGharib prison in Iraq hasbeen widely condemned yettheir use in Maghaberryprison has not been men-tioned by the mainstreammedia.Coupled with the poorfacilities, long lock up etc,the confrontational attitudeof the screws, who wouldlike nothing better than toprovoke a POW, is a recipefor disaster. If this danger-ous situation is allowed tocontinue things will only gofrom bad to worse.I appeal to everyone tohighlight the situation inMaghaberry. Get out on thestreets with posters, leafletsetc. Contact your local radioand write to your localnewspaper. Paint slogans onthe walls/roads. Make your-self heard and be seen.DAN DONOHUEDublinLet us notForgetOur deadPatriotsA charaInstead of moving out tolive in �Meadowlands� or�Victoria Place� some resi-dents of Peter O'NeillCrowley Street in Youghal,Co Cork want to change thename of their street. Streetnames are a wonderful wayof preserving the memory ofa nation's heroes. They are ahistory lesson in them-selves.Peter O'Neill Crowleywas no freebooter. He sacri-ficed his life for anoppressed and enslavedpeople. He was a man ofhigh calibre. Rather thanobliterate his name, newestates, streets and parksshould be called after him. Peter O'Neill Crowley,devout Christian, scholarand patriot was born onMay 23, 1832 atBallymacoda, County Cork.His uncle, Father PeterO'Neill, had been treated ina barbaric manner followingthe 1798 Rising.Naturally his nephewgrew up with a strong desirefor Irish freedom. He wasidealistic, courageous, soberand generous. These quali-ties directed him into theFenian Brotherhood and tothe ultimate sacrifice when,following a raid onKnockadoon coastguard sta-tion on Shrove Tuesday,March 5, 1867, he, CaptainMcClure and John Kellywere subsequently trappedin Kilclooney Wood.While jumping into a

river he was shot and fatallywounded. Around his neckhe wore a large bronze cru-cifix and a little medal. TheCrucifix was shattered intwo places and the medalwas bent having been struckby bullets. Badly injured hewas brought first to a farm-house and then toMitchelstown where hedied.His large funeral borewitness to the high regardand esteem in which he washeld. From the grounds ofthe Diosesan College over-looking the square, CanonSheehan watched it as itwound its way slowly overthe bridge into Fermoy. Thecoffin had been carried formiles on men's shouldersfollowed by a hundredwomen and children walk-ing four deep and each car-rying a branch of laurel.His sister, the chiefmourner, walked along afterthe coffin, wearing the tradi-tional black hooded cloak.Three priests walked behindher. As a mark of respectevery shop in the garrisontown of Fermoy closed.The funeral thenstopped for an hour to restthe horses. As evening fellthe coffin, swaying a littleon the shoulders of the pall-bearers, was finally placedin the hearse.Canon Sheehan told thestory of Peter O'NeillCrowley in his powerfulnovel The Graves ofKilmorna. In May 1887,30,000 gathered inBallymacoda for the unveil-ing of a magnificent CelticCross designed by CharlesGuilfoyle Doran, IRB,leader, scholar and patriot. Itwas a fitting tribute to agreat man. N NÍGIOLLACHUILLÍNCo ChiarraíID cardsWorryingDevelopmentA charaThe introduction of bio-metric ID cards in Britain isa worrying development.Experience has shown thatIdentity is used by authori-tarian governments tooppress those it considers tobe political dissidents.Thenationalist population in thewee Six know about the useof identity in killings byBritish sponsered parami-latary cover organisationsand RUC/PSNI complicity. Identity was used by thegovernment in Rwanda tokill sections of it's popula-tion, 800,000 people.Human rights abuses by theBritish are getting worsehere and in occupied

Ireland. Republicans will watchwith concern attempts to putIrish Republicans in Britishjails. Like their friends inthe Bush Administration theBrits are not innocent whenit comes to the needless useof solitary confinement. RSF can be identified asthe ones  who are not thetrue dissenters. It is not trueRepublicans that entered thecolonial Parliament andaccepted the Queen�sshilling. The dissent bytoday�s Provos goes back tothe Ard Fheis 1986 and thatargument over abstention.We all know, Gerry,Britain�s human rightsrecord is the worst inWestern Europe � don�tsup from the same spoon!LAWRENCE MORTONDundee, ScotlandGutterPressAllegationsA charaAs a Republican I amdisgusted at the recentattacks been made towardsthe Republican Movementin pro -British/Free-Statepapers. The allegations thatwere made regarding NaFianna Éireann, the IrishNational ScoutingMovement and RepublicanSinn Féin, stating they arethe youth and politicalwings of Óglaigh na h-Éire-ann (Continuity IrishRepublican Army) . This is a blatant tacticby the Free State, Britishcoalition to discredit theRepublican Movement.This type of gutter press hasbeen going on for the last835 years in one form oranother so this is not goingto dishearten the trueRepublicans within theRepublican Movement. There has always beenresistance in Ireland to for-eign occupation from theera of the Vikings to  theBrits who have been heresince 1169AD.Until there are no moreBritish soldiers walkingIrish streets or British politi-cians dictating the runningof our country there willalways be a struggle forIrish freedom.So to the people of thesetabloids who are printinggutter slander about theRepublican Movementremember that it wasRepublicans who fought tohave these people in theirbig jobs in the Free Stateand one day it will beRepublicans that set thestandards for socialism inthe 32 Counties of Ireland.D MC FAULÁth Cliath
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The Gardaí yesterdaydisplayed two water can-non which it has borrowedfrom the Police Service ofNorthern Ireland (sic) tocounter possible crowd-control problems duringplanned protests by anti-imperials.� Irish Times, April 30,2004. It was with artilleryborrowed from the Britisharmy of Occupation that theFree State army started thecounter-revolutionary war(the so-called Civil War) in1922. So what's new?In the first decision ofthe Irish (sic) courts over-turning a conviction on thebasis of a decision of theEuropean Court of HumanRights (ECHR), the HighCourt yesterday quashedthe conviction of a CoLimerick man for failing togive Gardaí an account ofhis movements.� Irish Times, April 30,2004. Paul Quinn, Faha,Patrickswell had served asix-month sentence imposedin 1997.The European Court ofHuman Rights, in a judge-ment which became final inMarch 2001, found thatthere had been violation ofMr Quinn's right tosilence, his privilegeagainst self-incriminationand his presumption ofinnocence, as guaranteedby the convention, and itdirected that Mr Quinnreceive £4,000 compensa-tion from the State.� Irish Times.Two witnesses who saidthey could give cleardescriptions of men whohave been involved in the1974 Dublin bombingswere never shown photo-graphs of suspects byGardaí, the inquest [on the34 dead] has heard.Mr Derek Byrne, whowas injured in the blast asa 14-year-old, and MrRory Mooney gave state-ments a short time after thebombings.-- Irish Times, April 30,2004.The European Unionshould be "a world actor",former Italian prime min-ister Mr Guiliano Amato,one of the key figures in theConvention on the futureof Europe, has declared.�  Irish Times, April30, 2004.However, Mr RogerCole, of the Peace andNeutrality Alliance(PANA), questioned theneed for a single EuropeanUnion foreign policy voice.�It might be important foryou, but it isn't for me,� hetold Mr Amato.The Italians areinvolved in the �war ofimperial conquest with theUnited States in Iraq,� saidMr Cole, who emphasisedthat PANA supports an EUmade up of independentstates.� Irish Times.

International militarypowers have the power �todo whatever they want�, he[Amato] told the NationalForum on Europe: �In theworld arena they haveweight, and we do not.�� Irish Times. The for-mer colonial powers want tocome together to become asuper-power.The [proposed]govern-ment amendment [for ref-erendum] is, in effect, over-ruling the new [1998]Article 2 which had beenagreed at the multi-partytalks leading up to theGood Friday Agreement.This is one of the rea-sons why we object to itand why we � and theSDLP � consider it to bedamaging to theAgreement.� Ruairí Quinn TD in anarticle in the SundayTribune, May, 2, 2004.There is also concernthat a swell of anti-American feelingunleashed by the photo-graphs coincides with adecision to turn to formerIraqi army generals to helpregain control of Fallejah.� Sunday Tribune,May 2, 2004.The judgement [for�741,279] was registeredagainst Dublin builderJerry Beades by InvesticBank on April 23. Thebuilder was elected toFianna Fáil's national exec-utive on the party's influ-ential committee of 15 atthe Ard-Fheis last March.� Sunday BusinessPost, May 2, 2004.The sands of Iraq arecovering what is left ofTony Blair's politicalintegrity.� Sunday BusinessPost, May 2, 2004, TomMcGurk's column.Mrs GeraldineFinucane testified to the[Helsinki] committee that�the British state pursued apolicy of state-sponsoredassassination, using loyalistparamilitaries as proxykillers�.� Irish Times, May 6,2004. The Helsinki commit-tee on Human rights isdrawn from the US Senateand House ofRepresentatives.Judge Peter Cory toldthe committee regardingthe murder of PatrickFinucane that �sometimesa public inquiry is the onlyway to meet the concerns ofa community, if it concernsa body vital to the commu-nity like a police force�. Hedisagreed with the Britishgovernment.� Irish Times.Referring to the deathof two defence lawyers,Patrick Finucane andRosemary Nelson, he[Judge Cory] said that thejustice system was like atriangle with the judge,prosecution and defenceforming equal sides, all ofwhich were entitled to thesame protection.�Without due processsociety is poorer and thatsociety will not long sur-vive,� he said.� Irish Times.�It is more than just aperception that Unionistleaders, British politicians

and the British media donot treat the existence ofthe loyalist paramilitarieswith the same vigour anddetermination as that ofRepublican paramili-taries,� he [ArchbishopSeán Brady, the Catholicprimate] said.� Irish Times.One section of the[Portlaoise] prison, DBlock, was condemned 40years ago as being unfit tohold prisoners. However, itstill holds prisoners. Itshould be closed immedi-ately. Medical services forprisoners continue to dete-riorate.� Irish Times, May 6,2004. The Prisons visitingCommittee annual report for2003.There can be no depar-ture from the obligations ofoccupying powers underthe Geneva Conventions onthe treatment of prisonersof war and evidence agreedin 1949.The question arisingfrom this potentially crip-pling blow . . . is how far upthe military and politicalcommand the approval oftorture [of prisoners] went.� Irish Times,Editorial, May 6, 2004.Alongside this growingscandal comes news that[US] army officials areinvestigating the deaths of25 prisoners held by USforces in Iraq andAfghanistan.One has to wonder, inthe light of these revela-tions, about conditions inthe Guantanamo prison,where US forces have heldprisoners of war formonths and years of inter-rogations.� Irish TimesEditorial.A Cork-born FiannaFáil special adviser [SinéadMcSweeney] to theMinister for Justice,Michael McDowell, looksset to be appointed asDirector of Press andPublic Relations for thePSNI [RUC].� Sunday Tribune,May 9, 2004.The government's chiefadvisor on race issues hasclaimed that the upcomingreferendum on citizenshipis fuelling an increase inracist incidents.Philip Watt, director ofthe National ConsultativeCommittee on Racism andInterculturalism (NCCRI)said the number of racistincidents being reported tothe organisation hasincreased sharply over thepast month . . .� Sunday Tribune,May  9, 2004.He [Archbishop SeánBrady] warned that it wasdifficult to underestimatethe impact of the "endlessallegations of collusionbetween security forcesand loyalist paramili-taries" on the confidence ofthe Catholic (sic) commu-nity in the impartiality ofthe British governmentgenerally and in the newbeginning to policing inparticular.� Sunday Tribune,May 9, 2004.�Pre-emptive wars,never again; violations of

international law, neveragain.� � Spanish primeminister José LuisRodriguez Zapatero upsthe war of words with theUS.� Sunday Tribune,May  9, 2004.Organisers of the StopBush Campaign are plan-ning two of the largest pub-lic protests seen in Irelandin recent years to coincidewith the visit of PresidentGeorge W Bush [Dublinand Co Clare, June 25 and26].� Irish Times, May 14,2004.Two bombs, believed tohave been planted inDublin the same day as thedevices that killed 34 peo-ple in Dublin andMonaghan, were discov-ered some two monthsafter the May 1974 atroci-ties, the inquest on the vic-tims of the bombings hasheard.� Irish Times, May 14,2004. Comdt Patrick Triers,retired Army bomb disposalexpert said they were inBusárus Station in StoreStreet and a public toilet inAmiens Street. They had notdetonated because the timingdevices had stopped.Mr McDowell also dis-closed that 19 Gardaí hadreceived training in the tac-tical command and use ofwater cannons� from thePolice Service of NorthernIreland [PSNI].� Irish Times, May 14,2004. The water cannonswere �used for the first timein the history of the State todisperse protesters at theanti-EU demonstration in theAshtown area of Dublin�.The proposed citizen-ship amendment to the[1937] Constitution willmake Article 2, which peo-ple voted for in 1998, com-pletely redundant, accord-ing to Ms Aisling Reidy,director of the IrishCouncil for Civil Liberties.The same law appliedin other common-law coun-tries such as the US,Canada, New Zealand,India and Pakistan. �It isalso the traditional republi-can approach to citizen-ship, which treats all chil-dren as equal at birth,� shesaid.� Irish Times, May 14,2004.Despite evidence from anumber of Garda witnessesto the inquest that Gardaíbelieved the UVF wereassisted by [British] securi-ty forces in perpetratingthe four bombings, the sus-picion is not logged in anyGarda files dating fromthis time.� Irish Times, May 15,2004.The PSNI ChiefConstable of NorthernIreland, Mr Hugh Orde,has refused to attend theinquest to address this [aSix-County registered vanseen by a Garda in Dublin]and other matters.� Irish Times, May 15,2004Danish army medics inIraq saw two prisoners at aBritish field hospital whohad been beaten, one ofwhom later died of hisinjuries, the Danish

Defence Ministry said yes-terday. The incident wasreported to British officialsin September.� Irish Times, May 15,2004.These [GuantanamoBay methods] wereremarkably similar to thefive techniques of interro-gation used by the Britisharmy against internees inNorthern Ireland in 1971that were ruled inhumanand degrading by theEuropean Court.� Irish Times, May 15,2004, Conor O'Clery col-umn.It emerged that anadjournment [of theinquest] had been grantedin 1974 on a Garda appli-cation, and in the words ofone source, �any resump-tion was entirely depen-dant on the Garda comingback to the Coroner�. Theynever did.� Irish Times WeekendReview, May 15, 2004,articleby Kathy Sheridan headed�A 30-year nightmare�.And this, did theDublin City Coroner, 25years later, find himselfwith the mammoth taskover which he now pre-sides, complete with thefading memories, missingfiles from both the Gardaand Department of Justiceand valuable witnessessince dead (with the Gardanot being particularlyforthcoming, it seems,about who precisely is deador alive).He [the Coroner] alsofaced the real friction gen-erated by an absoluterefusal by the Northernauthorities, including theforensic chemist to whomcrucial samples were sentfor analysis 11 days afterthe bombing, to engagewith the inquest.�They are treating thefamilies, the Irish State andthe Dublin City Coronerwith total contempt,� saysone legal participant.� Kathy Sheridan.�And I would havebeen aware that the SpecialBranch were watching peo-ple going to those [littleservices at the memorial inthe Garden ofRemembrance] and to thememorial Masses in thePro-Cathedral.�� Kathy Sheridan arti-cle quoting Margaret Urwin,now campaign secretary forthe Justice for the Forgottengroup.. . . support the forces ofthe Crown . . .  the forces ofthe country . . .� A cleric readingprayers at the dedication ofthe memorial in ChurchSquare, Monaghan on May16, 2004 (in memory of theseven people killed by a loy-alist bomb planted with thecollusion of the forces of theCrown!)He [Peter BeresfordEllis] includes a quote fromGeorge Bernard Shaw'sJohn Bull's Other Islandthat is as relevant to thefractious situation in Iraqand Palestine as it is toIrish nationalism: �Ahealthy nation is as uncon-scious of its nationality as ahealthy man is of his bones.�But if you can break a

nation's nationality, it willthink of nothing else butgetting it set again. It willlisten to no reformer, to nophilosopher and no preach-er, until the demand of thenationalist is granted.�It will do no business,however vital, except thebusiness of unification andliberation.�� Sunday BusinessPost Agenda, May 16, 2004,review of Ellis's Eyewitnessto Irish History.With the prospect ofpetrol in Britain reaching£4 per gallon, this was notat all in the Iraq war script.Increasingly, the cata-strophic mess that liberat-ing Iraq has become is nolonger just a series of tele-vision and newspaperimages.The price of the war isbeginning to lap aroundthe electoral prospects ofBlair and American presi-dent George W Bush.� Sunday BusinessPost, May 16, 2004, TomMcGurk column,It [Sunday BusinessPost/Red C] opinion poll]reveals that the proposal toalter the Constitution andreduce the right to citizen-ship ahs dived the country.Just 55% of voters saythey can support it, andthat is before the �No�campaign has even started.� Sunday BusinessPost Editorial, May 16,2004.Since the publication ofthe Barron Report [into theDublin and Monaghanbombings), it has beenastounding that somemembers of that govern-ment [1974] have suddenly,after almost 30 years ofsilence, found their voicesin order to rubbish thereport.It is inconceivable thatthe files relating to theseevents have vanished with-out trace. This in itselfneeds a full investigation.If the British want therespect of the internationalcommunity they must showthey are willing to examineany possible involvementby the British authoritiesand that those responsiblewill be held accountable.There was no nationalday of mourning [for the 24dead], no book of condo-lences and no answers. Thefirst commemorative massfor the victims took placealmost 16 years later, but itwas organised not by theState but by two old agepensioners.Is this any way to treatour people and respect thedead?� Sunday BusinessPost, May 16, 2004, letter toEditor from PatriciaMcKenna MEP.�[Provisional] SinnFéin believes in the idea ofthe EU. We believe that theEU can be a force for goodin the world.�-- Connacht Tribune,May 21, 2004 reporting astatement by PearseDoherty, Provo candidate forthe European parliament.They have accepted LeinsterHouse and Stormont; haveoffices in Westminster andnow they �believe in theideas of the EU�.
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W H AT
THEY
SAID



ON a sunnySaturday after-noon, June 12,1954 theBritish militarybarracks inArmagh citywas raided by aparty of IRAVolunteers andmore than 300guns captured.
It was the first such raid since February 10,

1940 when the Belfast Brigade, IRA seized more
than 100 rifles in a sortie into Ballykinlar British
army camp, Co Down.

The coup which became known as the
�Armagh Raid� was certainly the most spectacu-
lar since the IRA raided the Magazine Fort in
Dublin's Phoenix on December 23, 1939 and
seized more than a million rounds of the Free
State army's ammunition.

In neither case was a shot fired or anyone
injured but the Armagh Raid was totally success-
ful in that none of the weapons seized was recov-
ered nor was any of the raiding party ever arrest-
ed or charged.

An t-Éireannach Aontaithe/The United
Irishman of July 1954 had a front page banner
headline �Daring Armagh Raid� and under it
"Arms will be used against British forces �
IRA�.

The report said: �The operation was carried
off to such split-second timing and with such
amazing coolness that the routine life of Armagh
city went on undisturbed.

�In twenty lightening minutes the [IRA] unit
had taken control of the Barracks, emptied the
armoury and made their getaway  � not a single
shot was fired. Where they came from and where
they went nobody has found out � but the men
are free and the arms safe.

�Less than fifteen minutes afterwards, the
greatest combined military and police activity
ever witnessed in the country was taking place,
but all in vain.

�Simultaneously the world's news lines were
carrying it as a priority headline to every corner
of the globe, thus focussing world attention on
the British occupation of Ireland.

�Later that same evening, IRA Headquarters
issued a bulletin stating that one of their units
had carried out a successful raid for arms in
Armagh, but no further information was
released.

�During the ensuing week, a second state-
ment was issued from HQ refuting some news-
paper insinuations regarding the proposed use of
the captured weapons - they would be used, HQ
said, against the British Occupation Forces in
due course.

�The Armagh action was brilliantly planned
and executed with unrivalled bravery by a 20-
man-strong unit. It stunned the enemy and quick-
ened the Spirit of Freedom at home and abroad.�

A full inside page of the Republican organ
carried the �startling inside story� of the dramat-
ic action by one of the men who took part.

LIST OF GUNS
Listed were the arms distributed to the

Volunteers: seven Sten guns (sub-machine guns);
six Webley revolvers; six Colt .45 revolvers; one
Thompson sub-machine guns; an abundant sup-
ply of ammunition; hand grenades were also
given out.

�Large maps and photographs were then pro-
duced, revealing in detail the layout of the objec-
tive. The general plan of attack was then unfold-
ed. Next each man was instructed as to his par-
ticular job, after which questions were invited
and answered."

�The line of retreat was then marked out.
The job of taking over the guardroom was the
key to success � once it was held the barracks
was virtually our own. We were not told anything
regarding the dumping of the captured weapons."

The party drove up to Gough barracks in a
red cattle lorry at 2.40pm. A Volunteer alighted
and entered the guardroom, asking for informa-
tion on �joining the army�. He was referred to
other British soldiers whom he held up at
revolver point.

The situation  was taken seriously when
another Volunteer entered and levelled the
Thompson sub-machine gun at them. The British

soldiers were tied up. One was stripped of his
�regimentals�.

A Volunteer in full regalia  was then put on
guard duty in place of the British sentry. Two
British officers who arrived during the raid were
also taken prisoner and bound up.

The red cattle lorry then drove straight to the
armoury where the Volunteers clad in British
uniforms opened up with the key obtained in the
guardroom. Relays of IRA soldiers took 250
rifles from the racks and loaded them on the
lorry.

They were the Lee-Enfield .303 service rifle,
No 4 Mark 1, the type used on WWII ten years
earlier. Also taken were 40 Drill Purpose rifles,
the type used in recruits classes, nine Bren light
machine guns and magazines, 30 Sten sub-
machine guns and sundry bayonets and pistols.

Some British soldiers waved at the
Volunteers, who waved back, finished their
work, clambered aboard and had the ramp up at
the rear of the lorry raised. The vehicle then
drove back to the guardroom, collected the
Volunteers on duty there and exited the barracks.

The time was 3pm. The raid was over in 20
minutes. It made headlines on the front pages of
the Sunday Press and Sunday Independent next
day.

The Sunday Press quoted an RUC
spokesman: �A daring raid that had all the hall-
marks of being carefully planned and well organ-
ised.� The timing, he said, appeared to have been
based on inside information. Three important
factors stood out as a foundation for this theory.

1. �All arms had been called into the
armoury for an Ordnance check-up.

2. �With a large number of officers and men
on weekend leave, the Garrison was at minimum
strength.

3. �The actual time of the raid was fixed to
coincide with the hour when the least possible
number of men would be on duty at the bar-
racks.�

The article, by one of the participants in the
raid, said that immediately the armoury was
opened up a Bren  LMG was taken out, fitted
with a full magazine (30 rounds) and placed in
position to deal with any interference with the
progress of the arms capture.

In addition four armed guards with Sten
guns were stationed along the 200-yard route
between the main gate and the armoury.

A point of interest  is the similarity with one
of the first actions by the Jewish underground in
Palestine in the mid-1940s. the Irgun raided a
British army barracks and captured a large quan-
tity of weapons at Sarafand while disguised in
British uniforms. 

The Irgun men exchanged military salutes
with British military personnel they met on the
road afterwards. "Revolt, written by the former
head of the Irgun, Manachem Begin tells the
story. Thirty years later as Prime Minister of
Israel he became notorious for his actions against
the Palestinians.

An Irish Press photographer later to become
famous, Colman Doyle, won a prize for a photo-

graph he took of the confusion in the barracks in
the immediate aftermath of the raid. The photo
was taken by pushing the camera lens through
the observation slit in the heavy main gate.

On Saturday evening about 9pm. A 5-ton
Bedford truck with high sides was stopped by a
Garda in Balbriggan, Co Dublin. It was held
overnight as were the two occupants, William
Stewart, Camp Street, Dundalk and James
Dullaghan, Ballinafull, Dundalk.

Both were well-known Republicans in
Dundalk and ten rounds of .38 revolver ammuni-
tion  were found in the pocket of a blue boiler
suit in the back of the lorry. The ammunition was
not part of the haul taken in Armagh, it was
established.

The lorry was handed over to its customary
driver from whom it had been taken. He had
been kept prisoner while the vehicle was being
used.

Neither Willie Stewart nor Jimmy Dullaghan
would discuss their role, if any, in the events of
June 12. Willie had been years �on the blanket�
in Portlaoise jail in the 1940s and was interned
without trial in the Curragh Concentration Camp
1957-59.

Even in the close comradeship of the Camp,
Willie would not talk about the Armagh Raid.
Jimmy later emigrated with his family to
Australia. Willie was a principled Republican
until his death in the 1980s.

The Irish Times on Monday, June 14 report-
ed more soberly on the Armagh Raid than the
Sunday newspapers. A Special Correspondent
wrote:

�It had been believed in political circles that
the IRA was now a moribund force, without
leadership, policy or publicity, except for occa-
sional printed notices on walls exhorting young
men to �join the IRA�.

�The latest exploit, however, would �appear
to provide evidence of a well-organised body,
with sufficient strength and resources to use
sympathisers within the British forces', one
observer said. �Without such inside help
Saturday's exploit could not have been carried
out successfully�.

�The raid also seems to show that the leader-
ship of the IRA is efficient; for the planning
required considerable ingenuity, determination,
and, probably, a design as to future operations
and policy.

�These significant factors create problems
not alone for the Northern Ireland (sic)
Government and also for the British military
authorities, but also for the new Government in
the Republic. [On June 2, the second coalition of
Fine Gael, Labour and Clann na Talmhan took
over from Fianna Fáil.]

�The existence of such an apparently power-
ful, illegal, armed body is bound to create con-
cern within Government circles and may soon be
the subject of Cabinet discussion.�

On the other hand it reported on a meeting of
the Irish Anti-Partition Association in Dundalk
on the day after the Armagh Raid.

The Association passed an emergency reso-

lution �declaring that there should be no political
cooperation between the Dublin and Belfast
Governments and police and military forces in
the two areas�.

This immediate response from a respected
source set a headline for public opinion south of
the Border.

The Dundalk meeting also called on the
Dublin government to make an official protest
against the proposed British Royal visit to �the
six occupied counties�.

It also requested all city and county councils
in the 26 Counties to pass resolutions "against
the visit of British Royalty and to send copies of
the resolutions to the British Ambassador in
Dublin."

The Irish Times also reported the action of an
Armagh city woman who phoned the RUC about
what was happening in the barracks. She later
told a reported that �the police did not arrive for
more than 20 minutes, when one policeman
arrived on a bicycle!�

�A senior police office said yesterday
(Sunday, June 13): 'We are now satisfied that (1)
The raid was executed by people from across the
Border; (2) they were now locals of Armagh or
Belfast, because none of them were masked or
disguised;

�(3) it was an inside job; (4) the arms �loot�
is now  across the Border or in dumps near it; and
(5) any hope of getting the guns back or of iden-
tifying the raiders in the Six Counties (sic) is
slight.�

�Police in the Republic (sic) were inclined to
believe that the rifles were not taken into the
Republic but dumped at one /or more points in
south Armagh, near the Monaghan border.

�This is a mountainous area, with a very
strong nationalist population. There are thou-
sands of places where large quantities of arms
could be dumped and hidden.

�A similar raid took place at Ballykinlar
Camp in the night of February 10, 1940, where a
contingent of the Royal Irish Fusiliers was in
occupation. On that occasion the technique was
the same. The men, after driving into the camp,
overpowered a sentry on duty, entered the
armoury and stole (sic) rifles.

�The sentry was bound and gagged, and the
raids took him with them to Belfast, where they
released him the following morning . . .�

The Evening Herald of June 14 reported:
�Gough barracks, Armagh are the depot of the
Royal Irish Fusiliers. General Sir Gerald
Templar, Malaya's �tough man�, who is an
Honorary Colonel of the Regiment, was reputed
in a London paper today to be livid at the easy
theft (sic).�

The IRA communiqué of June 12 claiming
responsibility for the Raid, said that General
Templar was due to visit the barracks on June 17.
his visit was postponed for obvious reasons.

It was noted in last month's instalment that
as British High Commissioner in Malaya he had
ordered that the pigs of natives unwilling to give
information regarding freedom fighters should
be seized as part of an �Inform or Starve� policy.

Then June 15, the Irish Independent carried
a report: �Those responsible for the raid on
Armagh military barracks were congratulated by
Limerick Corporation last night on �striking a
stunning blow at the British Army of Occupation
in the North�.�

Soon verses were composed praising them
�Nothing hit the British like Coleman's Bedford
Truck . . .� James Coleman, Deerpark, Dundalk
had identified the lorry as his.
Then to the air of Bould Phelim Brady, the Bard
of Armagh came:

We found what we prayed for,
The arms we were made for,
The day that we raided
Gough barracks, Armagh.
It was a parody on The Old Homing Waltz,

then very popular.
Even when reading the accounts of the

event, fifty years afterwards, one feels a great
surge of national pride at the Armagh Raid.
Coming after six years of Anti-Partition propa-
ganda without action, it was a real tonic.

(More next month. Refs. An t-Éireannach
Aontaithe/The United Irishman, July 1954;
Sunday Press and Sunday Independent, June 12,
1954; Irish Times, June 14, 1954; Irish
Independent, June 14 and 15, 1954; and Evening
Herald, June 14, 1954.)
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50Years Ago

DARING ARMAGH RAID � HUGEIRA CAPTURE OF ARMS

� Cartoon from the Republican newspaper An t-Éireannach Aontaithe/The UnitedIrishman on the Armagh Raid of June 12, 1954. British General Templar had to post-pone his planned visit to the British military backs.



Death, however, can never
break the bond which binds us to
him forever. We promise to con-
tinue until we rid the world of
imperialism and its cancerous
offspring racism and sectarianism

� the first steps down the long
road to a world free from war.

To his beloved wife Mary
and his daughter Jenny, all his
family, we offer deep and sincere
sympathy. The world of journal-

ism is diminished by the death of
our comrade. I will say no good-
byes, only repeat what I said for
other comrades:

He has now gone to join in
the great beyond where there will
be no parting, no exile, I close
with a very reluctant; So long,
Jack. Life will not be the same
without you.

� George HarrisonNew York and Mayo

BARRY, Deepest sympathy isextended to Pa Barry, Limerick onthe death of his mother Nora. FromRepublican Sinn Féin, Limerick.BARRY, Deepest sympathy isextended to Pa Barry, Limerick onthe death of his mother Nora. FromJoe Lynch, Limerick.BARRY, Deepest sympathy isextended to Pa Barry, Limerick onthe death of his mother Nora. FromMick Hanley, Limerick.BARRY, Deepest sympathy isextended to Pa Barry, Limerick onthe death of his mother Nora. FromSeán O'Neill, Limerick.

MANNION, Sincere sympathy isextended to the family of JimMannion, Co Leitrim and formerly ofLondon, who died on April 13. FromBrendan Magill and family, Lurgan,Co Armagh.MANNION, Sincere sympathy isextended to the family of JimMannion, Co Leitrim and formerly ofLondon, who died on April 13. FromMichael Kennedy and family,London.MANNION, Sincere sympathy isextended to the family of JimMannion, Co Leitrim and formerly ofLondon, who died on April 13. FromComhairle Ceantair England,Scotland and Wales.STORAN, Deepest sympathy isexpressed to Joe Storan and the

Storan family, Limerick on the deathof their mother Evelyn. FromRepublican Sinn Féin, Limerick.STORAN, Deepest sympathy isextended to the Storan family,Limerick on the death of their motherEvelyn. From Joe Lynch, SeánO'Neill and Mick Hanley, Limerick.

CAMPBELL � 32nd Anniversary.proud and loving memory of FianJoseph Campbell, Belfast, killed June11, 1972, by British Forces whilst onActive Service. Proudly rememberedby all his comrades in Na FiannaÉireann.

IN the '90s an environment of fear
and distrust in the United States
led to the passage of draconian

legislation. We have referenced in
this space problems in post-colonial
America which deserves more detail
because it is being cited as justifica-
tion for todays undemocratic laws
passed by the Bush administration.

The period to which we refer is
the 1790s and the administration of
John Adams. In the year 1798 the US
Congress passed the Alien and
Sedition Acts which prohibited criti-
cism of the federal government and
gave President Adams the power to
deport any alien he viewed as suspi-
cious. This was a mere seven years
after the right to Freedom of Speech
was ratified.

Ironically, James Madison who
drafted the Bill of Rights observed
that �it is a universal truth that the
loss of liberty at home is to be
charged to the provisions against
danger, real or pretended, from
abroad�. Sounds familiar today? 

Fear of foreign perils, Madison
realised, can easily persuade a free-
dom loving people to voluntarily part
with liberties they would otherwise
consider indispensable.

Thomas Jefferson said the people
are �made for a moment to be willing
instruments in forging chains for
themselves�.

The Federalist Party controlled
all the Congress and the White House
just as today the misnamed
Republican Party (GOP) controls
them. Like Bush, Adams was border-
ing on tyrannical rule.

To combat the Acts, Jefferson
and Madison drafted the Kentucky
and Virginia Resolutions which
accused Congress of exceeding its
powers and condemning the Aliens
and Sedition Act declaring them
illegal. Madison and Jefferson hid the
fact of their authorship of the
Resolutions because they feared
prosecution and indefinite intern-
ment. One Irish-American
Congressman was in prison for his
views.

By the way, Thomas Jefferson
was Vice-President of the USA.
Federal authorities then and now are
prying into the private affairs of inno-
cent Americans on the orders of lead-
ers abusing their authority.

In the 1790s, loyal Americans
were divided into pro-French and
pro-British camps with the former
led by Jefferson and Madison
(Democrats) and the latter by John
Adams and British-born Alexander
Hamilton (federalists).

The Federalists were great
admirers of Great Britain and its con-
stitution and had a vested interest in
peace with Britain. After the
Rebellion, American capitalists
linked up again with the British and
resumed trade. The Democrats
detested all things British.

Madison and Jefferson called
them �Anglo-men� and suspected
they were acting in collusion with the
British for their own financial inter-
ests not in the interests of the US.
Adams was permitting British troops
to remain near the American western
border with some still on American
soil. In 1798 the Federalists saw
Britain as Americas potential ally
and both envisioned themselves in
danger from the same sources.
Leaders of both nations did not want
class revolutions finding sympathy in
either nation with the help of the
French under Napoleon.

Adams believed a French inva-
sion of Ireland was imminent and a
victory there would enhance the con-
fidence of the democratic Republican
Movement in the US which was in
contact with the French and Irish
Republicans. Unfortunately the
Rebellion fell short in Ireland even
with French help. Fear grew as Irish
exiles flocked to America to regroup.

Adams viewed his Vice-
President as a rabble-rouser and his
followers like the mobs of French or
Irishmen. Jefferson publicly
expressed the view that he hoped the
French would be successful against
the British in Ireland.

The British and American
Governments worked together
against the French and Irish by
employing an elaborate covert bevy
of spies under the control of the more
experienced British.

BRITISH LAWS ENACTED
To match the Americans, the

British passed the law against sedi-
tious meetings and treasonable prac-
tices.

As in Britain, the measures taken
by the US against the dangers posed
by revolutionary France and Ireland
served the dual purpose of defending
the governments and silencing politi-
cal opponents.

To keep the French and Irish
exiles from gaining citizenship,
Adams passed the Naturalisation Act
of 1798 which lengthened the time
for attaining it from 5 to 14 years.
The immigrants were joining the
American Republican Movement
that the Federalists feared.

This Act was aimed at �wild
Irishmen� as Adams referred to them.

He didn't want their kind �polluting�
America with wild ideas of
Revolution which might overthrow
�the natural ruling class�. He said:
�They were the lowest rabble.�
Under the Alien Act Adams had hun-
dreds of mostly Irish and French
rebels rounded up and held indefi-
nitely without charge or trial. This
sounds very familiar.

John Broadrick, a veteran of the
Battle of Bunker Hill and an Irish
immigrant, was jailed for speaking
out in favour of his brethren. He
would have joined the mass deporta-
tions but his service in the revolution
spared him.

Broadrick was charged for being
a person of wicked and turbulent dis-
position intending to defame the
president and excite hatred against
him, the hatred of the good people  of
the United States. To be truthful
Broadrick did call Mr Adams a bald,
fat, pompous, arrogant disgrace!DURING  this time Adams

dressed up in a military uni-
form with a sword in a public

display of bravado. I suppose this is
where George W Bush got his idea to
play dress up as an aviator and land
on an aircraft carrier and announce
his Iraq War was over. I am sure that
has made the 800 families of
American soldiers killed since that
time feel comforted.

Jefferson and the Republican
Movement viewed these draconian
laws as violating the natural right of
free correspondence and speech. All
those who got to trial were convicted
because juries feared a not guilty ver-
dict would earn them an indictment
for sedition. This did happen in some
cases.

The Resolutions infuriated
Adams but he could not prove who
wrote them.  The Resolutions explic-
itly disclaimed that the national gov-
ernment was the judge of its own
powers and extended authority. �A
jurisdiction limited by its own will is
an unlimited jurisdiction.�

The convictions under the Acts
were not appealed because the
Federalists controlled the courts
appointed by Adams and the
Republican Movement did not want
to let them set a dangerous precedent
by upholding the convictions.

The Jeffersonians in the 1790s
feared their republican experiment
would end in a monarchy like the one
from which they had seceded.
Hamilton and Adams wanted just

that.
The young country was divided

with the masses on one side and the
aristocratic elite on the other holding
power. There were property and other
requirements to gain access to voting.
This too was learned from the British
and adopted by the Federalists who
made the rules at the outset.

America was at the point of vio-
lence as the election of 1800 was
approaching and the Republican
Movement was determined to take
power. It pitted the Anglo-men
against the ordinary men.

Could America revive the spirit
of 1776? There was political civil
war in the United States between
Federalists and Republican factions
instigated by the British who wanted
to take control of those running the
government and they had willing ser-
vants in Hamilton and Adams. 

Jefferson was standing idly by
while Adams was running roughshod
over the Bill of Rights. He was
organising cells all over the country
preparing for 1800.

IRISH IMMIGRATION
In 1799 hundreds of Irishmen

poured in from the failed rebellion
and thousands of Frenchmen had
been coming since the Empire
replaced the revolution. They were
all for the Republican Movement of
Jefferson and Madison.

There were skirmishes between
the newly arrived and the so-called
natives who supported the
Federalists. One of the Republican
organisers was a Donegal man by the
name of Andrew Jackson who would
become a General in the Army of the
President of the United States and his
core support would be Irish immi-
grants.

Jackson as had been noted in this
space was born in an all-Irish colony
on the border of North and South
Carolina. His was the first generation
born in the States and the adults in
the settlement all spoke in their Irish
accents.

Jackson would speak in a pro-
nounced Irish accent all his life. This
did not endear him to British soldiers
when he was captured along with his
older brother during the revolution.

Jackson was an early Irish hero
because he was beaten and slashed
with a sword for refusing to polish an
officers boots. He would join the
anti-British faction and agitate
against the British until the second
war with the British in 1812.

There he would have his revenge
against the �Red Devils� as his Irish-
born and British-hating mother called
them.

At the Battle of New Orleans his
forces of Irish Woodsmen and French
Pirates massacred the British forces
who outnumbered the Americans
three to one.

Jackson's top aide was an Irish

Catholic immigrant named William
Carroll who would serve with him
until the day Jackson died. They
made all Irish rebels feel welcome.

The situation got so bad with the
prosecutions under Adams that it
eventually split the Federalist Party
because a few of that disgruntled
number were imprisoned.

This spelled doom for Adams as
he approached his re-election cam-
paign in 1800.

The election of 1800 was bitterly
contested and the Federalists alleged
that a vote for Jefferson was a vote
against God. It appears that Adams
talked directly to God, as does
George W Bush.

There was general outrage at the
federalists partisanship and their
extra-constitutional actions that saw
dissent abolished during his term.
Jefferson prevailed andthe
Federalist/British plan to form a
more permenant partnership was
forestalled.

Jefferson let the Sedition Act
expire and ordered the termination of
pending prosecutions and he par-
doned persons convicted under the
act.

He released all those who
remained interned without trial. The
Adams era was a sad time and almost
ruined the American experiment.

During the crisis of the Alien
and Sedition Acts Jefferson wrote a
letter on March 12, 1799 to a Thomas
Lomax: �The Spirit of 1776 is not
dead. It has only been slumbering.
The body of the American people is
substantially republican.

�But their virtuous feelings have
been played on by some fact with
more fiction; they have been the
dupes of artful manoeuvres, and
made for a moment to be willing
instruments in forging chains for
themselves.�LIKE the early Americans who

supported the unconstitutional
acts of the Federalists, modern

Americans have been dupes in forg-
ing their own chains by their support
of a modern tyrant who is a bully
toward weaker nations, who has a
political war against Americans who
disagree with him, and has his Patriot
Act as Adams had the Sedition Act.

Both men, Adams and Bush, are
very similar. They both ran away
from combat but later played dress-
up soldier. That's what cowards do;
they let others do their bleeding for
them.

George W Bush expects to be
elected over the dead bodies of hun-
dreds of well intentioned soldiers and
the bodies of thousands of innocent
Iraqi civilians.

Hopefully America will do to
him what was done to John Adams
and depose him.� Peadar Mac Fhínín
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An honour guard donning
black berets, sunglasses and
white gloves led the funeral
cortege from Capel Soar,
Llwynhendy, to the cemetery on
the outskirts of Llanelli. They
saluted as the coffin of the man
they described as a �working
class hero� was brought from the
hearse, draped in the Welsh flag. 

�He was a man who was pre-
pared to suffer for his principles
and for that we must all admire
him, regardless of whether or not
we agree with those principles,�
said the Reverend Ian Lewis. �He
respected those who did not agree
with his views. But he was a
lover of his country, and that
about sums it up.� 

Flags were held high over

the graveside � the familiar red
dragon, the standard of Owain
Glyndr and the Eagle of
Snowdonia, the insignia of the
Free Wales Army.

Welsh Republican, Free
Wales Army Commandant, polit-
ical activist: born Carmarthen 12
September 1939; married Averil
Webb (one daughter, and two
sons deceased); died Llanelli,
Carmarthenshire 20 May 2004.

In Wales during the troubled
decade of the 1960's, men and
women attempted to turn the
dream of freedom into reality. For
the first time since the days of
Owain Glyndwr, armed
Welshmen stood beneath the
ancient flag of their forefathers
and challenged English rule. 

Coslett was of the opinion
that an independent Wales would
never be won by constitutional
means alone because the only
language understood by the
British State was one backed up
by violence. 

In 1966 Sinn Fein sent the
Free Wales Army an invitation to
attend its parade in Dublin to
commemorate the 50th anniver-
sary of the 1916 Rising. In
response a contingent of 80 uni-
formed FWA men marched
behind Coslett who carried the
Red Dragon Flag.

His last years were spent in
practising the martial arts at
which he was adept and writing
Rebel Heart (2000) and Patriots
and Scoundrels (2004), in which
he collected his poems and
speeches and gave his own defi-
ant account of the turbulent
events in which he had played a
part. 

Jack HollandTHERE are times when death comes slowly to those wework with and are close to. Our comrade Jack Holland wastaken with little warning. None of us thought of terminal ill-ness, he had so much to live for and to give to the forces ofprogress.

Nationalists bid farewell to FWA hero
HUNDREDS of patriotic mourners gathered yester-day to witness the burial of Free Wales Army com-mandant Dennis Coslett. Glorious sunshine on aLlangennech hillside betrayed a solemn mood asmourners sang the Welsh national anthem before low-ering his coffin into the turf.



READING the IrishNews on May 31 I finda letter from twentyRepublicans calling  for aunited front against Provoaggression. Some of the sig-natories are personally knownto me. It is impossible toquestion the integrity of manyof them. I do however wonderat their innocence.During 1986 GerryAdams and company calledfor unity and many of thepeople who signed the IrishNews letter were the moststalwart of his supporters.They may not have liked whathe was doing but insisted thatunity was more importantthan Republican theology. In fact  one or twoattempted to be �enforcers� ofthe new policies being adopt-ed. It is ironic that 18 years onand after three handovers of

weapons these same peopleare calling for a new solidari-ty among Republicans.The reality ofRepublicanism is that it findsits roots in continuity fromthe past. One generation pass-es on the standard to another.We have had Republicancongresses in the past. One ofthem lead to Clann naPoblacta, which eventuallyentered Dáil Éireann, andhaving dissipated Republicanenergy dissolved into anotherpart of the system. TheStickies became the WorkersParty, and rabbitted on and onuntil the Labour Party dis-solved them. Along the waywe have witnessed individu-als whom the system hasattracted, absorbed and thendiscarded.This new call forRepublican unity can lead no

where except to an accept-ance of the lowest commondenominator. That is, it canonly be as strong as its weak-est link.An organisation must bemade up of individuals. Unitycomes from a common inter-est or belief. To compromisebeliefs in order to create apretence of unity is the firststep to disaster.
Organisations made up ofindividuals are frustratingthings to belong to. AnyRepublican can tell you that.However the alternative isthat which the Irish News let-ter proposes. During 1986Adams and company suggest-ed that the British were such athreatening enemy that all ofus should suspend disbeliefand remain united in the faceof that threat.

Experience has taught usthat the biggest threat isalways the most immediateone. Adams and Companyprevailed and held much oftheir organisation together. 18years on having achievedtheir aims they have system-atically and totally dissolvedthat previous membershipand replaced it with yes-men.
What we are finding isthat many people withnowhere to go are seeking tobuild a new organisationbased on compromise fromthe start.COMPROMISE doesn'twork. That is one factRepublicans havelearnt to their cost time andagain. On this occasion onceagain well-meaning anddecent Republicans are indanger of repeating the mis-

takes of the past.Any  group is only asstrong as the sum of its indi-viduals, Over the past 18years Republican Sinn Féinhas shown that alone ortogether they will not beintimidated. As a group andas individuals they have with-stood all attempts at intimida-tion by Castle-Catholicnationalists, loyalist, Britishand Free State elements.
If people believe it is timefor a united Republican front,one which values and respectsthe individual, but sets firm,uncompromising values of itsown upon its membershipthen the answer to where itlies is simple.The Irish News letter,while well intentioned, repre-sents a cul-de-sac downwhich Republicans have gone

in the past.If, first and foremost, youhave the strength to standalone then there may be aplace for you in RepublicanSinn Féin. If you believe thatstrength only comes fromunity then there is a flaw inyour character which willlead you astray. It is the type of flawwhich has allowed GerryAdams and Company to dothe things they have donewhile their membership havebaa'd like sheep. Come tothink of it sheep are the mostunified flock imaginable. 
Just remember thatbecause a sheep finds itselftemporarily alone does notmean it is not a sheep, it justmeans it is searching for anew flock to join.� Mac Cool
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Republican GardenBundoranTHE Committee & Trustees of Republican Garden ispleased to announce that work has started on the Gardenover the last few weeks.Special Appeal for FundsIn remembrance1973 Volunteer Paddy Carty, Bundoran, Dungannon1973 Dermot Crowley, Cork City1973 Sean Loughran, Dungannon1984 Antóine Mac Giolla Bhrighde, Magherafelt1984 Ciaran Fleming, Derry CityThe Hunger Strikers who died 1974 -1981Those who are being remembered all had some connec-tions with Bundoran, Ballyshannon, Donegal, Leitrim &Sligo Areas.To complete the Garden it will cost �30,000, so we areasking you to give a donation please to any of the nameslisted below: Chairperson: Joe O' NeillVice Chairperson: Jimmy McElhinneyTreasurers: Mick Cullen & Joe DillonJoint Secretaries:Mary O'Neill & Phyllis CullenTrustees: Pat Barry, Ann Sheerin, Martin McGrath, DeclanCurneen, Séamus McGowan, Thomas Kelly and MaryWard.� Work has begun on the Republican Garden in Bundoran, Co Donegal.

Seamus O Suilleabhainfrom Broadford in County Limerick was speaking at theannual Gortnagleanna com-

memoration when he criti-cised the Provos for turningtheir backs on all those whodied in the cause of Irish free-dom. �This is an importantcommemoration in that ithonours three local menLyons, Walsh and Dalton whowere murdered during theWar of Independence,� hesaid. �I would say that all

commemorations are impor-tant especially in these daysof revisionism and harass-ment and sell-out by someformer Republicans who nowclaim to be in power. �These men who diedhere form a link to the hungerstrikers who also made theultimate sacrifice in the causeof Irish freedom and there is acontinuity to the present day

because, for as long as Britishforces occupy part of Ireland,they will be opposed bycourageous and principledIrish men and Irish women.� they are administeringBritish rule � so let themshuffle off the scene and stayaway from Republican com-memorations: the sad truth isthey have tarnishedRepublicanism and do not

deserve to be calledRepublicans! �We must ensure thatthese commemorations formpart of a renewed and revi-talised Republican Movementunafraid to state theRepublican position that therewill never be a real and last-ing peace until the Britishdeclare their intention toleave Ireland.�

British forces will beopposedTHE commemorations held to remember the men andwomen who gave their lives in the cause of Irish free-dom must never be abandoned by true Republicanseven if those who advocate sell out and surrender seemto have the upper hand at present, a Republican SinnFéin event was told in Kerry on May 9. 


