
Their case is by no means
unique in the long history of
British rule in Ireland. They are
not the first nationalists to be
abused by the British
occupation forces and
administration in Ireland.
However, their experience is a
manifestation of all that
continues to be rotten in the
police statelet of the Six
Counties.

Shortly before midnight on
February 20 last year hundreds
of heavily-armed British
Crown Forces descended on
the village of Donagh in Co
Fermanagh. Nationalist
families were unjustifiably
ordered from their homes as the
RUC/PSNI and British army
raided and ransacked the
Lavelle home. They locked
Michael and Mary Lavelle
along with two sons and two
teenage daughters out of their
home. Returning the next
morning they smashed in the
door and �searched� the house
without any family members
being present.

Local people are convinced
that this tactic allowed the
British Crown Forces to plant
the alleged incriminating
evidence in the Lavelle home
and in the surrounding area. It
turned into a three-day siege for
the nationalist community of
Donagh.

Michael and Mary Lavelle
were arrested and taken to
Enniskillen barracks on Friday
night. Michael�s brother Jimmy
was arrested the following
morning and his house was
ransacked. On the next
morning their son Emmet was
arrested and another son,
Michael (jnr) was assaulted by
the RUC. As happens so often
in occupied Ireland, the injured
man was then charged with
assaulting those who badly beat
him.

Trumped-up charges of
possession of arms and
explosives were laid against
Michael, Mary and Emmet
Lavelle. Mary Lavelle spent
eight days in custody before
being freed on bail and had to

sign every day at an RUC
barracks. It was ten months

before the last of them was
released on bail, having spent

that remand time in
Maghaberry prison.

By December 2003 all
charges had been dropped
against Emmet Lavelle but his
parents had to wait another 10
months until their case was
dealt with. Then the Crown
prosecution case was thrown
out of court without a defence
being heard and both Michael
and Mary Lavelle were cleared.

What has been seen in this
case is the fact that nothing has

changed in the RUC and in the
British administration in the
north. The British police may
change their name and their
uniform but it is still the same
sectarian, anti-nationalist terror
group it always was. The
nationalist community should
shun the politically-directed
British police in the Six
Counties and they should be
supported in doing so by all
nationally-minded people
throughout the country.
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CHARLIE KERINS60th ANNIVERSARYCOMMEMORATION
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5

Assemble: DennyStreet, TraleeCo Kerry2.30pm
GEORGE HARRISON1915-2004 Tributes on pages 8-9 inside

Fermanagh couple:all charges dropped

� British Crown Forces around Donagh, Co Fermanagh during the three-day siege of the nationalist community inFebruary 2003.

THE dropping of all charges against Michael andMary Lavelle of Co Fermanagh in a Belfast non-jury Diplock court on October 12 last brings an endto their family�s 20-month-long experience ofBritish State terror tactics.



I would like to join Republican SinnFéinBa mhaith liom bheith i mo bhall de Sinn Féin Poblachtach

Ainm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Seoladh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Tel: . . . . . . . . . . . .Age (if under 21). . . . Send to: Teach Dáithí Ó Conaill223 Parnell Street, Dublin 1Teil: 01-872 9747; Facs: 01-8729757.or 229 Falls Road, Belfast e-mail: saoirse@iol.ie http://rsf.ieor contact your local paper seller fordetails

For a fullBritish 
withdrawalfrom 

IrelandOUR AIMS
For a full British withdrawal fromIreland . . . The establishment of atrue 32-County FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISTREPUBLIC . . . The establishment ofa new all-Ireland parliament,completely outside the presentpartitionist set-up, to oversee therunning of the new neutral non-aligned Ireland . . . 

OUR HISTORY
Formed in 1905 . . . We are the oldestpolitical organisation in the country . .. Organised throughout the 32Counties . . . We have continuouslyrejected the failed political entities ofthe Six and 26 Counties in existencesince the British partitioned our country . . .

� is committed to supporting prisoners for which  CABHAIR is responsible
� is generating publicity in support of Irish national independence. 

We need your support. Our website address is:
http://irishfreedom.net
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Results of Dublin raffle
OCTOBER Draw results were as follows: 1st prize ticket no
233; 2nd prize 473; 3rd prize 115; 4th prize 187; 5th prize
193; 6th prize 345; 7th prize 110; 8th prize 051.

EPA incineratordecision wrongIN A statement on October 28 Republican Sinn FéinVice-President, Des Dalton said that the decision bythe Environmental Protection Agency in allowing theconstruction of a toxic waste incinerator inRingaskiddy, Co Cork and a municipal incineratornear Duleek, Co Meath was clearly wrong and runsagainst the advice of a senior An Bord Pleanalainspector who cited 14 reasons for refusing permissionfor the construction of the Ringaskiddy incinerator.The statement continued: �Vested interests are pushing for theconstruction of waste incinerators and the Dublin government havemade it central to their waste management strategy ignoring thethreat they pose to the health of communities throughout the 26Counties. The experience of other countries such as Canada is thatincineration poses a serious risk to human health and theenvironment.�Mary Kelly�s protest �anact of  passive resistance�THE conviction of peace activist Mary Kelly, Galway,in Ennis District Court on October 28 was deplored ina statement by the President of Republican Sinn Féin,Ruairí Ó Brádaigh.�She is in the tradition of anti-war activists such as the Berriganbrothers in the United States during the Vietnam war. They burneddraft cards, damaged official files and spilled animal blood ingovernment offices to protest and demonstrate their principledopposition to a colonial war.��Similarly Mary Kelly stood her ground after she had damageda US warplane using Shannon airport in an allegedly neutral State.She sought to demonstrate her opposition in a most pointed mannerto the involvement of the Irish people in an imperialist and illegalwar.��Hers was an act of passive resistance and all peace lovingpeople must support her stand.�Declaration for aScottish republicGERRY CAIRNS, the National Convener of theScottish Republican Socialist Movement hascongratulated the organisers of the Calton HillDeclaration for a Scottish Republic on SaturdayOctober 9, calling it a �massive step forward.�The SRSM joined with the SSP, SNP activists (includingthe party�s youth wing Young Scots for Independence)and Ian Hamilton QC amongst many others for asuccessful rally which attracted around a thousandpeople supporting a declaration �for an independentrepublic answering only to the people of Scotland.�Hostage pleaA LIMERICK man who has extensive contacts inSouth Africa has been in contact with the Mayor ofCape Town to use his influence in the Muslim world toseek the release of Irish-born hostage MargaretHassan in Iraq.Seán O�Neill from Prospect, the community affairs spokesmanfor Republican Sinn Féin said on October 20 that he had been intouch with Nomandia Mfeketo the Mayor of Cape Town to contactthe President of South Africa to raise the plight of the Irish-bornhostage.�At present there are 350 Irish construction workers in HootBay near Cape Town building homes for the poorest section of thelocal community,� Seán O�Neill said. �One of the trade unionleaders in the group is Paddy Kenneally who is the chairperson ofthe Munster Executive of Republican Sinn Féin.�Already Bishop Desmond Tutu has visited the site andcommended the project providing new homes for the poor of CapeTown so it would be a gesture on the part of the political leaders ofSouth Africa to use their influence within the Muslim community topush for the release of the Irish-born hostage.�Today I made these points to the Mayor of Cape Town and Iam hopeful that he will respond by using his influence to raise thematter at the highest level of government in South Africa.�I have also been in touch with Gairo Diedricks of the ANCwho is a Muslim and a government official in Cape Town to addher voice in calling for the release of the Irish aid worker.�

A panel discussion �Tellingit like it is - Reporting onPoverty in Ireland� chaired byMs Carol Coulter, Irish TimesLegal Affairs Correspondentincluded Victoria Enright,NewsTalk 106, Ingrid Miley,RTÉ Kitty Holland, Irish Times,Niamh Farren, Media Co-op,David Quinn, Irish Independentand Frank Connolly, Ireland onSunday. They discussed thechallenges of accuratelyreflecting the reality of povertyand inequality in modern Irelandwhere such messages areincreasingly unpopular.Addressing the panel, SeánRegan, National Co-ordinator of

the Community Workers Co-operative, said that �poverty istoo often reported as anindividual¹s experience. Withoutplacing this experience in thecontext of policies that keeppeople living in poverty, thisexperience becomes isolatedand presents it as an individual�s�fault�. Poverty is rarely the faultof an individual but rather theresult of a system that benefitsfrom it.�The panel discussion wasorganised to highlight the UNInternational Day for theEradication of Poverty (October17) and was supported by theCombat Poverty Agency. It is

being commemorated by anumber of events all over theworld to mark people�sexperiences of living in poverty.Worldwide there are stillmore than a billion people wholive on less than US$1 a day andthe richest 5% of the world¹speople receive 114 times theincome of the poorest 5%.Ireland itself has the secondhighest level of relative povertyin the western world after adecade of unprecedentedeconomic growth.Contact: Sharon Keane at086 8040277 Seán Regan at 0872458794.(Community Platformorganisations: Age ActionIreland, Community ActionNetwork, Community WorkersCo-operative, European Anti-Poverty Network Ireland, Forum

for People with Disabilities, Gay& Lesbian Equality Network,Irish Association of OlderPeople, Irish NationalOrganisation of theUnemployed, Irish PenalReform Trust, Irish RefugeeCouncil, Irish Rural Link, IrishTraveller Movement, MigrantsRights Centre Ireland, NationalAdult Literacy Agency, NationalNetwork of Women¹s Refugesand Support Services, NationalTraveller Women¹s Forum,National Women¹s Council ofIreland, OPEN, Pavee PointTraveller¹s Centre, Rape CrisisNetwork Ireland, SimonCommunities of Ireland, Societyof St Vincent de Paul,Threshold, Voluntary DrugTreatment Network, VincentianPartnership for Social Justice,Women¹s Aid.)

Poverty and social exclusion in the
26 Counties

THECommunity Platform, a network of 26 nationalanti-poverty organisations, held a seminar  inOctober on how poverty and social exclusion isportrayed by the media in Ireland.

He said that the Kerrymannewspaper had failed to publish aletter from him referring to newscoverage in the paper.�Newspapers are the first tocomplain about censorship andnews management in otherorganisations but when it comes tothe Kerryman, they engage inblackening a political party and yetrefuse to publish our statementbecause it shows up how theyoperate,� John O�Shea said.�We are now circulating the

letter that the Kerryman failed topublish to all the other mediaoutlets in Kerry to see if anypublication is interested in thetruth.��Letter to the Editor: Thefront-page report on your edition ofThursday 14th October quiterightly refers to the fact thatRepublican Sinn Féin had  nothingto do with the robbery at theTarbert Credit Union.�We felt compelled to makethe statement in the light of the

attitude of the police whoquestioned members of RepublicanSinn Féin within a half an hour ofthe robbery. That statement alsoasked why the police acted withsuch haste and pointed out thatneither members of the Provos,Fianna Fál nor Labour had beenasked to account for theirmovements.�However for your owneditorial reasons you omitted thisfrom the statement and theomission has compromised thecentral point � that members ofRepublican Sinn Féin areentitled to the same rights asmembers of Fianna Fáil or anyother political party.�Therefore we take exceptionto your description of RSF as �thedissident Republicanorganisation.� This is not true.

The organisation was founded in1905 and has been in existencelong before Fianna Fail or indeedmost of thecurrent political parties.If Éamon de Valera leaves anorganisation  and forms the FiannaFáil party is he a dissident?Therefore are all the members ofFianna Fáil dissidents?�Republican Sinn Féincontinues to uphold traditionalRepublican principles and regretsthat the Adams led Provos havesold out and surrendered. Ourpolitical opposition to the StormontAgreement is the reason why weare constantly harassed by thepolice. The action of the police inthe wake of the Tarbert robberywas an attempt to smear ourmembers � that is the truth and noamount of spin by your publicationcan disguise or diminish that fact.�

RSF censored in Kerry
THE media is an important element in the life of a countybut when newspapers practice discrimination and engagein felon setting, it is time to expose such behaviour,Republican Sinn Féin spokesperson John O�Shea fromBallylongford stated on October 2.



To Mr James Kenny, USEmbassy, Balls-bridge,Dublin 4.In view of your repeatedrefusal to meet adelegation fromRepublican Sinn Féin todiscuss our politicalpolicies and indeed yournon-acknowledgement ourcommunications we feelthat we have no option butto bring your position topublic notice.
The designation ofRepublican Sinn Féin as aterrorist organisation byyour State Department is agrave error and we haverepeatedly brought thismistaken action to yourattention and sought ameeting with you toadvance our politicalagenda.  However you haverefused to evenacknowledge theserequests � and for the socalled greatest power onearth to not even meet withour representatives giveseloquent testimony to theshaky foundation on whichyour baseless allegations

are made. The INAdesignation is false, basedon faulty intelligence anddoes a grave injustice to allthose working for apolitical solution to theconflict in the SixOccupied Counties ofIreland.
If you have read thepolicy documentssubmitted to you by ourorganisation you will beaware that we have an

alternative to the failedStormont deal � but ourvoice is being silenced andrepeatedly censored bypowerful forces whodemonise anyone opposedto the Agreement � itmirrors the action of yourState Department.  
Therefore without anyreal dialogue there cannotbe political progress andunderstanding. For all theresources and support

poured into the Stormontdeal it is growing moreobvious every day that itwill not bring a real andlasting peace to Ireland.Your continued refusal toeven discuss our policyprogramme is unworthy ofa nation that allegedlyholds dear the concept ofjustice and liberty andfreedom of speech. 

We are now going directto the people of the 32counties of Ireland with aninformation programmeaimed at highlighting thepotential of our ÉIRENUA policy to resolve thenational question on abasis of fairness to thewhole population. 

Our proposals envisagea federal four provinceIreland � it is the onlyhope of a real and lastingpeace in Ireland.
� Des Long, Vice-President on behalf ofthe Ard Comhairleand membership ofRepublican Sinn Féin.
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� Tickets available from National Finance Committee c/o Ard-Oifig, 223 ParnellStreet, Dublin 1 or from paper sellers.

W riting on the wall for US occupation in Iraq?

� An Iraqi artist in Sadr city paints the Statue of Liberty alongside the well-known image of the tortured detainee at Baghdad�s Abu Ghraib prison.

Open letter to the American Ambassador

� Des Long.



The two 15-year-oldpupils at Jabaliya�s schoolwere both shot in the headby Israeli soldiers insidetheir homes just a fewblocks and several hoursapart. Islam died almostimmediately after the bulletsmashed through herforehead as she baked breadwith her mother in their yardon Sunday. Tahreer is stillon life support at a Gazahospital after an operation toremove shards of shatteredskull from her brain. She lies motionless, withlittle to suggest she is aliveother than gentle breathing.Doctors do not expect her tosurvive. Tahreer�s mother,Intisar, was at her bedsideyesterday. 
�Oh Tahreer, my heart. Iwish I were lying in this bed,not you,� she whispered toher child. �She wassweeping the floor in frontof the door,� said Mrs AbuEl Jidyan. 
�I was standing talkingto her. We knew the Israelisoldiers were around, weknew they had snipers in the

buildings on our street butwe didn�t expect whathappened. They just shot herin the head. Her brainsspilled out. She said: �Mum,I�m hit�. She praised Godand she collapsed.�There were two bullets.The first struck Tahreer inthe head. As she fell, thesecond hit the wall behindher. �I�ve no doubt a snipershot her deliberately. Therewas no fighting in the area.There were no other shots,only the ones that hitTahreer,� said her mother. With her stood Tahreer�s14-year-old brother, Naser,who was wounded byshrapnel last week. Israeliforces killed their father 11years ago during the firstintifada. 
Mrs Abu El Jidyanregrets preventing Tahreerfrom walking to school onSunday morning. Shethought it would be toodangerous to venture out oftheir home in Jabaliya�sSikka neighbourhoodbecause it is on the edge ofthe area occupied by Israelitroops and tanks last week.Snipers are posted in

buildings overlooking theirstreet and a tank is less than a block away. �I wouldn�t let her out ofthe house but it wasdangerous at home too.When there was fighting,bullets came through thewalls. We stopped usingsome rooms on the sidewhere the Israelis are,� shesaid. 
Israeli and Palestinianhuman rights groups say thatabout half of the nearly 80people killed by the armyover the past week of�Operation Days ofPenitence� are civilians. 
The Israeli military saysit has carefully targetedHamas and Islamic Jihadfighters with missile strikes. But while the numbersare in dispute � in partbecause it is often hard tosay whether youths in theirmid to late teens arebystanders or part of thePalestinian resistance �there is no doubt that agrowing number of childrenhave been felled by Israelisnipers. At Islam and Tahreer�sschool in Jabaliya yesterdaymorning, the headmistress,Rukaya Kamal al Budani,fielded calls from parentswanting to know if it wassafe to send their girls. 

�If they can get here, it�ssafe,� was her stock reply.But of 1,150 pupils, fewerthan 200 turned up. Before word reached theschool about Tahreer, Mrs alBudani was getting to gripswith the death of Islam. 
�This is our first casualtyat the school,� she said. �Idon�t know how to deal withthe girls. It�s going to have abig impact on her classmatesand friends. I�m shockedthat no one in the free worldcondemns the killing of achild.�Then one of the maleteachers tells Mrs al Budaniabout the shooting ofTahreer the previous day.The headmistress sits insilence. Until June, the twoyoung women had beenclassmates, but then Tahreerfailed her exams and washeld back for a year. AsmaaAbu Samaan walked toschool with her eachmorning. 
�I met her in front of myhouse each morning to walkto school. I did myhomework with her. I keepthinking that if she is brain-dead and not killed perhapsshe is still suffering. I can�t

stand it,� she said.Asmaa walked to schoolyesterday morning withouther friend. �I walked againstthe wall hoping the soldierscan�t see me. I want to go toschool because I know theJews do not want us to studybecause we need to beeducated to build ourcountry,� she said.
But the killing went onas the conflict claimed thelife of another teenage girlin the Gaza strip yesterday.Palestinian medics saidIsraeli soldiers fired about20 bullets into 13- year-oldIman al-Hams, includingfive into her headThe military said she hadentered a forbidden zone inRafah refugee camp, andthat she dropped a bag thatsoldiers feared was a bomb. The Palestinians saidIman was walking to schoolwhen troops entered thecamp and that she droppedher bag as she ran away infear. The bag was not foundto contain a bomb. 
� Chris McGreal,The Guardian, inJabaliya refugeecamp, WednesdayOctober 6, 2004. 

TUES. OCTOBER 12: Almost two years afterbeing proferred, conspiracy charges againstMichael and Mary Lavelle, of Donagh, CoFermanagh were dismissed by the British trialjudge in Belfast without a defence being heardand both were cleared of all charges.WED. OCTOBER 13: Veteran Galway

Republican Seán Mac an Iomaire had charges ofselling SAOIRSE without a licence dismissed,the judge saying that under the Casual TradingAct no licence was necessary when he was nottrading for profit.SAT. OCTOBER 16: The RUC/PSNI twiceused CS spray to quell disturbances in theVictoria Street market area of Derry city. It wasused again shortly afterwards against a group ofyouths in Waterloo Place. The spray was used ina car park at Victoria Street Market to prevent agang of youths attacking a young man.THURS. OCTOBER 21: It was reported thatCS spray had been used by the RUC/PSN1 19times since its introduction in August, on eightoccasions in Derry city centre and 11 times inother parts of the Occupied Six Counties. CSspray (Metryl Isobutyl Ketone) causes streamingto the yes and can impact on breathing and thenasal passage.
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ForTheRecord

� CS gas spray repeatedly used by British Crown Forces in the Six Counties since lastAugust.

Two girls, two shots to the head
ISLAM Dwidar�s classmates were still taking inher shocking death - the teacher weeping outsidebefore facing the girls, her closest friendrecounting how they walked to school togethereach day - when the news arrived about TahreerAbu El Jidyan. 

� Israeli tanks in Jabaliya camp in the Palestinian Gaza strip.



That is the messagefrom the Scottish ExecutiveJustice Department whowere responding to a queryforwarded to the UKForeign Office in Marchfollowing an incidentinvolving an Irish nationalquestioned at Stranraerearlier this year. The statement went on:�The League had suggestedthat the incident amountedto linguistic discriminationafter it was asserted that theman had been asked tosupply the English versionof his name for inclusion onthe embarkation card.  �We asked what stepsthe United Kingdomgovernment was taking toend the practice saying thatsuch behaviour is a clearbreach of linguistic andhuman rights conventionsthat the United Kingdomgovernment has enteredi n t o .However, in the reply fromthe Scottish JusticeDepartment who say theissue falls within theirpurview it is made clear thatnot only Irish people will besubjected to �specialtreatment�.�They say: �If a personsupplies Irish Gaelic details,it is in the interest ofnational security that theybe asked if they have usedany other versions of theirname or an English versionof their name in the past (Iam advised that actualinstances of this happeningare rare). It is also importantthat the police establish thatdetails are not beingsupplied in an effort todeceive. The same appliesto Scottish and Welshnationals. The objective ofthe police is the protectionof national security and theprotection of communitiesto include threats fromserious and organisedcrime.��The alarmingconclusion from these

comments, ie that in someway people who use Irishand Scottish Gaelic orWelsh names oroccasionally alternatebetween the English andnational language version oftheir name is a pointer toyour involvement interrorism, organised orserious crime beggarsb e l i e f .The matter will beconsidered at a forthcomingmeeting of the GeneralCouncil of the CelticLeague. The full text of the letterfrom the Scottish ExecutiveJustice Department is setout below: �Dear Mr Moffat, Thankyou for your letter of 14March which you sent to theForeign Secretary regardingyour concerns about thetreatment of Irish nationalsby the police. As yourconcerns appear to fallunder the remit of theScottish Justice Ministeryour letter has been passedto this Department and Ihave been asked to reply. May I begin by sayingthat I regret how long it hastaken to reply to your letter.This is due to the transfer ofyour correspondencebetween GovernmentD e p a r t m e n t s .It is not clear from yourletter whether you havewritten formally to theChief Constable ofDumfries and GallowayConstabulary with details ofspecific incidents. If youhave not, I would advisethat you do this, as ChiefConstables in Scotland areresponsible for operationalmatters affecting their force,including complaintsagainst their own officers. If, however, you havealready correspondedformally with the ChiefConstable and you remaindissatisfied with hishandling of the complaint, itis open to you to write to

Her Majesty�s Inspectorateof Constabulary explainingwhy you are dissatisfiedwith the response you havereceived. The Inspectoratethen have powers toexamine how the complaintwas investigated. For thesake of completeness, Ienclose a leaflet for youwhich explains the wholecomplaints process in moredetail. For my part I wouldadvise you that�embarkation cards� arepresented to people who areexamined under the terms ofSchedule 7 of the TerrorismAct 2000 and who will orhave travelled betweenGreat Britain and NorthernI r e l a n d .The Terrorism Act 2000states that �an examiningofficer may question aperson to whom thisparagraph applies for thepurpose of determiningwhether he/she appears tobe a person falling withinSection 40 (1)(b)(i.e. he/shehas been concerned in thecommission, preparation orinvestigation of acts ofterrorism). Paragraph 5 of the sameschedule alsorecords that a person who isquestioned under Paragraph2 or 3 �must give theexamining officer anyinformation in hispossession which the officerrequests.�The ports of Stanraerand Cairnryan aredesignated Ports under theterms of this Act. Almosttwo million passengers and750,000 vehicles use theseports annually to travelbetween Sctland andNorthern Ireland. The Terrorism Act 2000is designed to protectnational security andempower Police Officersand other authorisedofficers to question andobtain details of personswhom they examine under

the terms of the Legislation.The Legislation wasenacted to protect the publicand not to penalise anysection of society withoutgood cause. I understandthat there has been a lownumber of complaintsrecorded against Dumfriesand Galloway officers inthis regard. If a person supplies IrishGaelic details, it is in theinterest of national securitythat they be asked if theyhave used any otherversions of their name or anEnglish version of theirname in the past (I amadvised that actual instancesof this happening are rare).It is also important that thePolice establish that detailsare not being supplied in aneffort to deceive. The sameapplies to Scottish andWelsh  nationals. The objective of thePolice is the protection ofnational security and theprotection of communitiesto include threats fromserious and organisedcrime. I hope this helps toreassure you that Irishnationals are not beingdiscriminated against, andthat the Police are actinglawfully and within theirremit of the maintenance ofnational security. Yours sincerely, AndyWatson�
Note: The leafletreferred to in the finalsentence of paragraph 4 wasnot enclosed with the letter. The Celtic League hasbranches in the six CelticCountries of the westernBritish Isles and Brittany. Itworks to promotecooperation between thesecountries and campaigns ona broad range of political,cultural and environmentalmatters. It targets humanrights abuse and monitorsall military activity withinthese areas.
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EDENTUBBER MARTYRSCOMMEMORATIONSUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7Assemble: The Border Bar, Carickcarnon, 2.30pmSpeaker: Brendan MagillBus leaves Supervalu (former Virgin Megastore),Aston Quay, Dublin, 12 noon* * * *REPUBLICAN BALLAD SESSIONCHERRY ORCHARD CLUB, BALLYFERMOTSATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27Band: North and South, Táille: �8Organised by: Na Fianna Éireann* * * *KEVIN BARRY COMMEMORATION,RATHVILLY,CO CARLOW,SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2.30pm* * * *EDDIE CARMODY COMMEMORATIONBALLYLONGFORD, CO KERRYSATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 8.30pmSpeaker: Liam CotterOrganised by Republican Sinn Féin* * * *CHARLIE KERINS60th ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIONSUNDAY, DECEMBER 5Assemble: Denny Street, Tralee, Co Kerry, 2.30pm* * * *O�SULLIVAN/ENRIGHT CUMANNRepublican Sinn Féin, Listowel, Co KerryAnyone wishing to join should contact 087-2113130* * * *REPUBLICAN SINN FÉINANYONE WISHING TO JOIN THE ORGANISATION IN ENGLAND SHOULD WRITE TO:BM 1798, LONDON WC1N 3XX* * * *NORTH AND SOUTHTULLAMORE BALLAD GROUPAvailable for functions throughout Leinster and ConnachtContact Paul at 087 6 222 381* * * *

JOIN FIANNA ÉIREANN

Join 
CUMANN na mBAN

For details contact Máiréad Ní Chaoimh
c/o 223 Parnell Street, Dublin 1

IMEACHTAÍ

Local areas are asked to write to
Republican prisoners in Portlaoise,

Maghaberry and Magilligan prisons, in
particular those from their own

province, not forgetting prisoners from
the other provinces.

CABHAIR continues to support alltrue Republican prisoners and theirdependants in Irish jails within the 32 Counties.With this in mind we ask for localareas to form Finance Committees.Help and advice will be given by theCentral Committee.All contributions should be sent to:
Central Committe

CABHAIR
223 Parnell Street

Dublin 1
For information on joining apply to

http://fiannaeireann.com

British government guilty of �linguistic discrimination�
IN A statement on October 9 Bernard Moffatt,Secretary General of the Celtic League, said thatsupplying details in [Irish] Gaelic when answeringquestions or filling in details demanded under newanti-terrorism laws will make you liable to greaterscrutiny.
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£20,365

Fíor dhuit. Ag magadhatáim. Ach ní haon ábharmagaidh é dáiríre go bhfuil anoiread sin cumhachta ag Macan Toim, go dtig leis gobán achur i mbéal mór na nuachtamaidir le marú na saighdiúirísan Iaráic a choinneáil ina rúngo dtí deireadh an toghcháindon uachtaránacht.Ach le tamall is amhlaidhatá, agus gan béic ar bith le closó chumann na n-iriseoirí, idirnáisiúnta agus idirnáisiúnta.Nach bhfuil dualgas moráltaorainn uilig cur in éadan nahollchinsireachta?Sa mbaile, anseo in Éirinn,tá cosúlachtaí ar chúrsaí gobhfuilid siúd ar leo na meáin igcomhcheilg eile chumarsáide,go háirithe faoingclaonpháirtíocht idir fórsaí nacorónach agus nasceimhlitheoirí buí, cé gur agmeadú in aghaidh an lae atá anfhianaise.
JOE TIERNANAch in ainneoin sin tá agéirí go maith le Joe Tiernan a

leabhar, The Dublin andMonaghan Bombings and theMurder Triangle, a dhíol gofairsing, agus scoilt mhór adhéanamh i mbrat nacinsireachta.Agus é ag labhairt arRaidió na Gaeltachta ar anmallaibh, dúirt sé go raibh10,000 cóip díolta aige gonuige sin agus go raibh sé agsúil le sin a dhúbailt roimhdheireadh na bliana.Thart ar an teorainn is mó ascaipeann sé na cóipeanna achis dóigh liom go bhfuil a chuidléitheoirí scaipthe ar fud na tíreón méid a chloisim agus mé agdul thart. Is dócha gur airigh túfaoin gcomhcheilg atá bunaitheag na siopadóirí in éadan anleabhair chéanna i mBaile ÁthaCliath?Faoin am seo tá sé thar abheith soiléir nach dteastaíonnón rialtas i mBaile Átha Cliathdo dtiocfadh amach an fhírinnefaoin mbuamáil úd, go fóill, araon chaoi, agus Ahern agusBlair ar a saindícheall lesmidiríní Stormainte a atáthú.

Más fíor don nuachtán acheannaíos ar maidin, ní mórdóibh sin a dhéanamh roimhSamhain 25 nó déanfaidh saidféin é!Má theipeann ar Adamsagus Paisley roimh an dáta sin,cabhróidh Ahern le Blair leféachaint chuige go gcuirfíscriú daingean eile fós igcríchdheighilt na hÉireann!!!Le tamall, tá á mbailiú lechéile agam giotaí denbhfírinne faoingclaonpháirtíocht. Ar namallaibh shíleas go raibh mochuid taighde i gcrích agus goraibh sé in am dom an scéal achur i láthair mhuintir na

hÉireann le cabhair ó nuachtánláidir.Toisc clú a bheith ar TheSunday Business Post, écumasach, é ionraic, é gan abheith leithscéalach faoinbhfírinne a fhoilsiú dar liom,chinn mé ar é a thriail. Isteachan t-alt, mé ag ceapadh gur igcló a bheadh sé an Domhnachdár gcionn, ach ní raibh, ná anDomhnach ina dhiaidh sin.
TED HARDINGScairt mé ar an oifig aguschuireas mo cheist: Ní raibhaon chinneadh déanta go fóill,a dúradh. Ach go gearr inadhiaidh sin ar ais a tháinig sé,

le nóta ait ón eagarthóir, TedHarding, nach raibh sé sásta é afhoilsiú �faoi láthair�.Tá deireadh anois le TedHarding, mar eagarthóir. Arcuireadh iachall air éirí as? Imeasc iriseoirí, tá scéalta agdul thart go bhfuil deireadh lesaoirse an nuachtáin, go bhfuilgobán i mbéal Ted, agus�chuile sheans go bhfuil stailcar na féidireachtaí. Níl iontu gofóill ach ráflaí . . .Ba chuimhin liom anSunday Tribune a bheith dánago maith ó am go chéile, é agfoilsiú aistí nach dtaitneodh archor ar bith lenár máistrí, agussheolas m�alt chucu, agusclúdach in éindí, le go mbeadhdeis acu é a aisheoladhchugam.Riamh ó shin, ní fhaca méé, agus ní raibh ann ach obair inaisce aon eolas faoi a lorg.Ós rud é gur nós dom cóipa dhéanamh de gach rud ascríobhaim ní raibh le déanamhagam ach cóip eile a dhéanamhden chóip le go mbeinn réidh lecasadh eile a bhaint den tsaolÉireannach, mar a déarfá(b�fhéidir?).Ach anois, cá bhfuil mothriall? Ar ball chinn mé faoidhul thar teorainn. Ó am gochéile léim The Irish News. Baé mo bharúil faoi go raibh séionraic, díreach, tugtha donbhfírinne a fhoilsiú, cibé abheadh i gceist. Agus, arndóigh, bhi sé �Náiseanta�.
IRISH NEWSAr aghaidh, mar sin, an tríúhuair. Ghlaoigh mé ar dtús aran oifig agus labhair leis an

bhfear a bhí i gceannas, másfíor, ar an nuacht. Bean a bhí igceannas ar na sainailt, dar leis,agus a sloinne an-chosúil le mochuid féin. Chuici a sheolas ant-alt. Céard é a tharla dó? Nífheadar mé. Deamhan fhiosagam. Freagraí ar mo litreacha?Faic na fríde . . .Seans ar bith eile ann? NaGaeil i Meiriceá: Nach bhfuilnuachtáin agus irisí acu? Nachbhfuilid go láidir ar son saoirseagus neamhspleáchas nahÉireann, an Éire úd atá ganteorainn?Cara liom a thug ainm agusseoladh an té a dhéanfadh anjab dom. Faoin bpost ad�fhágas m�alt. Ansin tost fada.An amhlaidh a stop cinsireachtSAM é sul má bhí deis ag anbhfear eile é a léamh? Arís, ganromham ach an t-amhras,ceisteanna, díomá.Scéal thairis: An bhfaca túan t-alt le Anne Lucey ar TheIrish Times (Deireadh Fómhair26) dar teideal Speech therapyin Irish not available in Kerry.�The training for speechtherapy is in English,� dar leisan mBord Sláinte i gCiarraí.Mar thoradh air sin, caithfidhteaghlach sa nGaeltacht iompúgo hiomlán ar an mBéarla!agus gearán dá laghad óngConradh, ón gComhdháil, ónbForas, ná ó Éamon ó Cuív, fiú.Béarla éigeantach arís,impiriúlachas fós beo inármeasc.A Róisín, a stór, cén uair adhúiseos tú, in ainm dílis Dé?
� Deasún Breatnach

Á a bhfuilnáire ...
SEO arís mé is mo chúl le balla, na hirisí, nanuachtáin, an teilifíeán, á síorscrúdú agam, mé agsúil nóiméad ar bith le scéala go bhfuil deireadhleis an gcogadh agus An Iaráic faoi ollsmacht faoidheireadh ag Mac an Toim agus a bhuanchara iLondain . . .

� Ted Harding, eagarthóir The Sunday Business Post godtí le déanaí. Ar cuireadh iachall air éirí as?



Monday, October 4, 2004.Claims made by UVF frontmanand PUP councillor for Belfastcity hall Billy Hutchinson thatProtestant families living in theOldpark area of North Belfast areunder attack day and daily fromnationalists were rubbished byRepublican Sinn Féin andnationalists in the Oldpark area.It was not clear why BillyHutchinson was making theseclaims, but what is clear is suchuntrue claims will lead to a rise insectarian tenison`s in the Oldparkarea.
Tuesday, October 12, 2004.A nationalist man was stabbed ina sectarian attack as he wasentering Old Mill Drive in theShore Road area of north Belfast.he was approached by a numberof men and stabbed in thestomach and the arm.Wednesday, October 13,2004. It has been reported todaythat the Provisionals hadapologised for the shooting of annationalist youth over 30 yearsago and while admitting thekilling of the youth the Provos

went on to say it should neverhave happened, the youth whodied was 15-year-old BernardTeggart from New Barnsley areaof West Belfast.Thursday, October 14, 2004.There were reports of aUDA/UFF plot to draw an�Orange Line� around loyalistareas of the Occupied Counties,these areas being North, East,South, and West Belfast as well asDerry and South/East Antrim.The UDA/UFF stated thedrawing of an �Orange Line�around loyalist areas is down tothe growing nationalistcommunity. The sectarian groupalso went on to say that theywould not let nationalists breachthe Orange line, clearly a threat tothe whole nationalist community.
Nationalists are not surprisedwith the UDA/UFF latest threatsthat will without a doubt lead to arise in loyalist sectarianism andtention, but it is very clear withinthe nationalist community that thelatest threat from this sectariangroup will be taken serious.Friday, October 15, 2004.Friday morning was witness to a

bomb scare in South Belfast. Thescare resulted in part of theLisburn road and the loyalistSandy Row area being closed offfor a time. It later turned out to bea hoax.
Saturday, October 16, 2004.It was reported that a group ofteenagers were the target of asectarian attack in East Belfast.They were attacked outside theDundonald Ice Bowl by loyalistyouths who had mistaken thegroup for nationalists. Thevictims of the attack had some oftheir group injured and thegroup�s minibus was damaged.
Sunday, October 17, 2004.The home of a nationalist familyhas become the latest target forsectarian loyalism. The home ofthe McLaughlin family inSomerdale Park off the CrumlinRoad in North Belfast came underattack from loyalist petrolbombers around 11pm.  A brickwas also thrown threw the frontwindow narrowly missing a boywho was sitting in the room. 
The family had a lucky escapein the latest of many such attackson the McLaughlin family home.
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ceannas, más Bean a bhí inailt, dar leis,chosúil le moi a sheolas anharla dó? Níamhan fhiosmo litreacha?
 eile ann? Na Nach bhfuilisí acu? Nachar son saoirseleáchas nae úd atá gan
ug ainm agusdhéanfadh anin bpost ansin tost fada.op cinsireachthí deis ag anmh? Arís, gann t-amhras,.An bhfaca túLucey ar Theeadh Fómhairpeech therapyable in Kerry.g for speechlish,� dar leise i gCiarraí.sin, caithfidheltacht iompúan mBéarla! laghad ónomhdháil, ónon ó Cuív, fiú.tach arís,ós beo inár
ór, cén uair anm dílis Dé?

 Breatnach

PETROL AND BRICK
ATTACK ON NORTH
BELFAST HOME

A Belfast Chronology

� The McLaughlin home in north Belfast after the loyalist petrol bombattack on October 17 last.

The statement went on:�The action taken by FingalCounty Council and DublinCity Council to erect a barrierat the entrance of Dunsink lanehas cut of 80 Traveller familiesfrom Finglas village.�We believe this is a totallyinappropriate response to theissue of illegal dumping and isa gross injustice to the 400Travellers living in DunsinkLane who are being penalisedbecause of the actions ofothers.  The Local Authoritieshave acknowledged that mostof the dumping is not beingcarried out by Travellers.�This action also runscontrary to the work ofTravellers and Travellerorganisations.  While we areworking in partnership withgovernment in an attempt toaddress the social exclusionexperienced by Travellers localauthorities are erecting barriersblocking families from theirlocal services and childrenfrom their schools.�We call on Fingal

County Council and DublinCity council to:�(a) Remove the barrierimmediately; (b) deal with theillegal dumping in Dunsinklane with the appropriatemeasures. (c) establish lines ofcommunication with theTraveller families living inDunsink.�We also call for balancedreporting and coverage of theseissues in the interest of fairnessto all parties concerned. Forfurther information contact:091.771509.�(The National TravellerWomen�s Forum is the nationalnetwork for Traveller womenand Traveller women�sorganisations.)
PEACEFULPROTESTSUPPORTEDA statement released onOctober 8 the CommunityWorkers Co-operativesupported the right of peacefulprotest andcalls for immediate removal of

the Barrier in Dunsink Lane.The Community Workers Co-operative called for theimmediate removal of the anti-Traveller barrier on DunsinkLane and supported Travellersright to peaceful protest.Supporting the position ofthe three national Travellerorganisations (Pavee Point,National Traveller WomensForum and the Irish TravellerMovement), Seán Regan,National Coordinator of theCWC said Dublin and Fingalcouncils acknowledge that theTravellers are not the maincause of theillegal dumping onDunsink Lane. Yet the peopleliving in Dunsink Lane arebeing massivelyinconvenienced by the erectionof this barrier, in a way thatwould not evenbe considered were thedumping to occur near wheremore wealthy, settledcommunities live.The CWC calls on Dublinand Fingal County Councils toimmediately remove the barrieron Dunsink Lane and consultwith the Travellers living thereon more appropriate methodsof addressing the illegaldumping problem.

IN A statement on October 8, the NationalTraveller Women�s Forum said it was concernedwith recent developments in Dunsink Lane Finglas.

� Residents walking around the huge barrier erected, and later dismantled, by DublinCity Council at the entrance to Dunsink Lane in Finglas.
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IT is my privilege to addressyou at this Memorial Serviceon behalf of Republican SinnFéin, of which George hasbeen Patron since 1994 andalso because of my longfriendship with him. Hispredecessors were MikeFlannery and CommandantGeneral Tom Maguire.I thank you for the opportunityafforded me to pay a brief tribute to agreat and gallant Irish man andlifelong Irish-American activist. It iswith deep humility that I undertakethis task. We mourn the passing ofGeorge, the unrepentant and legendaryrevolutionary, but rejoice that hisjourney through life was one of truth,sacrifice and courage, both moral andphysical, and a gathering on his way ofcountless friends � among them thehuman rights lawyer Paul O�Dwyer,Michael O�Riordan and Moe Fishman.He always had time for those in needof help and gave sound advice. Although I have known Georgesince 1981 it is only in the past 14years that he began to phone me everyweek, generally on a Sunday morning,in order to discuss the politicalsituation in Ireland. At the end of ourconversation he would say �pack thebags� a reference to my taking a tripover to see him. Well I have had topack my bags, in a hurry this time, butsadly too late.As a proud and idealistic youngIrishman George played his part in hisnative country�s struggle againstBritish rule in Ireland. He served in theEast Mayo Battalion IRA underCommandant Pat Finn, a veteran of theBlack and Tan war. But the Ireland ofthe 1930s was a harsh andimpoverished one and it resulted inGeorge leaving his parents and familybehind in 1938 and taking the boat toAmerica. When the Second World Warbroke out in 1939 George served in theAmerican armed forces from 1942until 1946.The only enemies that George had,or recognized, were, in his own words,�fascist governments led by former

British Prime Minister MargaretThatcher, Botha of South Africa,Marcos in the Philippines, Pinochet inChile and all his colleagues in infamyin Latin America.� The fight for Irish freedom was thestruggle closest to his heart of course.He believed it was incumbent uponIrish Republicans to compel theBritish forces to leave Ireland, bywhatever means, and to overturn thetwo dominion parliaments. When someone had the temerity toask him if the time had not come togive up the struggle in view of the factthat there was a �peace process� inplace, George would answersuccinctly with another question �havethe Brits left�? His ideology wasconsistent throughout his life, as washis radicalism.Early in his life George came tosee that Ireland�s struggle againstBritish imperialism was but one part ofthe overall anti-imperialist strugglethat has been waged by oppressedpeoples for centuries. He was a tirelesscampaigner for truth and justice, hisceaseless activity directed ataddressing liberation strugglesthroughout the world. When there was evidence ofhuman rights� violations George wasgalvanized into action. He was afamiliar figure at all demonstrations inNew York handing out leaflets andpamphlets for international social andpolitical causes. As a committedsocialist he delighted in taking time tospeak with people at thesedemonstrations.In 1981, when the deaths tookplace of ten Republicans on hungerstrike in the H-Blocks, George issuedanti-British statements on a regularbasis. Ultimately this led to CIAsurveillance, his arrest, along withMichael Flannery, Tom Falvey, PatMullen and Danny Gormley, theirindictment, trial and subsequentacquittal, thanks to his good friendFrank Durkan, in 1982 on allegedcharges of supplying militaryequipment to the Irish RepublicanArmy for use against the British Armyin the north-east of Ireland. In his book The Trial of the IRAFive, Tom Cox has left us an importantrecord of the trial of George Harrisonand his co-defendants, of whom only

Danny Gormley is alive, and theinvolvement of the CIA in theirentrapment.George Harrison�s Republicancredentials were impeccable. He wasinspired by the courage and sacrificeof Wolfe Tone�s revolution of 1798,which in turn had been inspired byboth the American and Frenchrevolutions.He took his Republicanism fromRobert Emmet, the Young Irelanders,the Fenian Brotherhood and Clan naGael and from the executed leaders ofthe 1916 Easter Rising, Pearse andConnolly. All his life he followed thestraight and narrow path. He was neverknown to prevaricate on importantissues.When the �split� in the RepublicanMovement took place in 1969/70George knew immediately where hestood � with those who carried on thatfight under the new Provisionalleadership which included Ruaírí ÓBrádaigh, Billy McKee, Seán Keenanand Dáithí Ó Conaill; the latter twoalong with Michael Flannery set upNorAid in 1971. At the 1986 Sinn FéinArd Fheis when a majority ofdelegates voted to take their seats inthe British established 26-Countyparliament at Leinster House, Georgedid not hesitate to give his allegianceto Republican Sinn Fèin led by RuaíríÓ Brádaigh and Dáithí Ó Conaill.In his book The AmericanConnection (1999) p.247, the late JackHolland had this to say: �A handful ofIrish Americans were opposed to thenew strategy. George Harrison,formerly the IRA�s main arms supplierand Thomas Falvey, who had been partof the old arms network, saw thechange, of course, a worrying sign.They issued a statement condemningit. �We categorically reject any movefor elected representation of Sinn Féinto enter Leinster House government,an institution imposed on Ireland byBritish guns and bayonets, to serve theinterests of British imperialism�.Wereaffirm our support to those whostand solidly behind the traditionalRepublican  policy of abstention orboycott of all British-imposedinstitutions of servility and replace notreform them with Republicaninstitutions of liberty and freedom�.

Harrison, who died aged 89 athis Brooklyn home on October, 6was a legendary Irish Republican,activist and gunrunner whoemigrated from his County Mayohome in 1938 and, though he foughtfor Ireland's independence fromBritish rule all his life, never saw anIreland freed from the influence of

what he called �the British Empirefrom hell�. Indeed, he never oncereturned to Ireland after he left. Harrison's socialist ideals, forgedin Ireland in the aftermath ofPartition, gave him a steelyresolution in the face of imperialismand oppression. Speakers at the event paid tributeto the man and his principles,courage and stubbornness. Fittingly, Frank Durkan, a fellowMayo man and veteran of manyHarrison-initiated battles, emceedthe memorial, introducing as firstspeaker to lead the tributes, formerNew York City Mayor DavidDinkins. Dinkins, whose candidacy forthe office was supported with allHarrison's might, spoke of the manwho dedicated his life to the causethat others might �live full andproductive lives, accorded dignityand respect by virtue of theirhumanity". Or, in blunter terms, as preferredsometimes by Harrison, �to giveracism a good kick in the ass�. In Jimmy Breslin perhapsHarrison recognised a fellow ass-kicker, for Breslin recounted that hewas one of the privileged recipientsof frequent letters from Harrison,thick, bulging packages thatcontained a copy of the IrishRepublican standard, SAOIRSE,and a letter highlighting a new orlongstanding outrage. Sometimes, Breslin said,Harrison thrust a flier into his handfrom a picket outside the Britishinformation services office on Third

Avenue, scene of the IrishRepublican �long green line�protest. �Read this and act upon it�,came Harrison's instruction. By the time he would finishedwith SAOIRSE, Breslin said, hismind would be whirling with�somebody in 1916 who was shot,and somebody in 2004 who shouldbe shot�. It was perhaps the closest thatany of the evening's speakers cameto addressing Harrison's lifelongassociation with political violence,having spent upward of 25 yearsrunning guns to the variousmanifestations of the IRA until hewas caught by the FBI and tried withfour colleagues in 1981. It seemed like a cast-ironindictment, but the five beat the rapbecause of evidence provided by asource connected to the CIA. Regardless, Harrison's gun-running remains an awkward topicfor many of his supporters, whoemphasised instead his tirelesscampaigning and activism on behalfof the oppressed or disenfranchisedaround the world, such as the causeof Nelson Mandela, for 30 years apolitical prisoner in Apartheid SouthAfrica, or those in Puerto Rico whodemanded independence from theUnited States. But it was from the cause of Irishfreedom that Harrison drew strengthto maintain his unflinchingprinciples. Perhaps it was because inIreland as a youth, he firstunderstood the series of British-shaped compromises that left Irelandat his death still partitioned. Sandy Boyer, an activist andfriend of Harrison's for many years,recounted what he said wasfrequently unknown about Harrison:his �unbelievable generosity�. Theonly way to mourn a fallen freedomfighter, Boyer remembered Harrisonsaying, was to �pick up the rifle thatfell from his dead hands�. Throughout his life, Harrisontook what he could of his earningsand gave to the needy. Harrison'snurse, Priscilla McLean, recountedthat on the day Harrison died, shewas in Manhattan to ensure that hehad an absentee ballot to vote forJohn Kerry in the election forpresident on November 2. And a note had been sent fromIreland in time to be read aloud at thememorial. Recounting how Harrisonhad � not always to his satisfaction� managed to escape the law all hislife, Bernadette Devlin McAliskey'stribute stated: �For 70 years of hisadult life he led them all a merrydance, and lived and died on his ownterms.�� Stephen McKinley (thisstory appeared in the IrishEcho  of October 27-November 2, 2004.)

Mayoman�s life
remembered

THE wake had an Irish flavor, as befitted a man from Ireland-- but at George Harrison's memorial on October 20, at theLocal 1199 Union Hall in the Hell's Kitchen neighborhood ofManhattan, speakers reminded the audience that Harrison'sprinciples and political activism were international in theirapplication. 

� George Harrison

Tributes to Republican Sinn FØin Patron at Memorial Service in New

Cathleen Knowles
McGuirk



Holland also wrote that �Harrisonthrew his support behind Dáithí ÓConaill and Ruaírí Ó Brádaigh whohad established their own politicalparty, Republican Sinn Féin, whichheld fast to the Movement�s originalabstentionist position�. Mere words are not reallysufficient to convey how I feel at hispassing but I know that deep in myheart there is an ache that comes fromthe knowledge that we will never seehis likes again.That he was a warm, kind andcompassionate human being and aneloquent defender of the oppressedeverywhere is beyond doubt. He didnot go gentle into the dark night andfor that we are eternally grateful. Nogoodbyes, George, as you always said,just a very reluctant so long.An Phoblacht Abú!

In a statement on October 6Republican Sinn Féin President RuairíÓ Brádaigh paid tribute to GeorgeHarrison, Patron of Republican SinnFéin since 1994, who died at his homein New York on October 6. A native of Shammer, Kilkelly, CoMayo, he was a veteran of the EastMayo Battalion IRA. He emigrated tothe USA in 1938 and from then on hewas a life-long Irish American activistand an active supporter ofinternational liberation struggles.In 1982 along with the lateMichael Flannery and three others hewas acquitted in an American court ona charge of supplying arms to the IRA.George was in his ninetieth yearand his passing leaves a huge gap inthe ranks of Irish American supportersof the Republican Movement inIreland.Leaba i measc na bhFinini go raibhaige.

We join with all true Republicansin Ireland, Scotland, England andthroughout the world to mourn thepassing of a lifelong Irish Republicanand Eternal Fenian, George Harrisonof Brooklyn, New York, NewHampshire and the County Mayo.We empathise with his family andinnumerable friends during this timeof their profound loss and grief at thepassing of this modern Irish hero.  Heshall be remembered forever.  And aswe remember this dedicated man, werejoice in his long consecrated andmeaningful life.  A life that wasdedicated to the unification of Irelandby any and all means possible.To this end, George and acommitted cadre of his fellow physicalforce Republicans organized aweapons procurement programmewhich had three decades of success insupplying the Freedom Fighters of theIrish Republican Army with the wearwith all to sustain their campaigns.Unfortunately, the fruits ofGeorge�s and his friends� labor is nowbeing bartered as the price of

admission for revisionist formerRepublicans to participate in Britishdirect rule of the six occupied countiesin the north of Ireland.  Adams and hispurloined posse are swapping semtexfor summer homes, guns forgovernmental positions, and they arecementing over arms dumps to securetheir status as second class citizens intheir loyalist controlled state � notwhat George and his compatriots hadin mind when they set about theirclandestine weapons quest.We would be remiss if we didn�tmention George�s support of freedommovements worldwide.  Of George itwas said, �Never met a revolution hedidn�t like�, and to paraphrase the oldballad, �God grant you glory, oldGeorge, and open heavens to all yourmen, the cause that called you may calltomorrow in another cause for theGreen again.�

When violence flared as reactionto British oppression in NorthernIreland, it came as no wonder thatGeorge Harrison actively engaged insupporting what indeed can correctlybe described as a rebellion againstBritish authority. This includedGeorge�s active support for the rebelsin the form of gunrunning to the IrishRepublican Army in the North, anactivity which he engaged in for aquarter of a century at great personalrisk to himself.Nobody was better qualified tohelp arm the insurgents than George,who served for four years in theUnited States Army as a member of anartillery regiment. He was indicted, of course, andacquitted in the Federal Court inBrooklyn in 1981 in a now famoustrial along with his friends andcolleagues Mike Flannery, PaddyMullen, Tom Falvey and DannyGormley.Whereas others might have beenintimidated in the face of thegovernment in bringing seriouscharges, George continued his verbalonslaught on all forms of imperialism.No later than last week in the IrishVoice, George, in his 90th year and infrail and failing health, took time outto express himself forcefully andvividly on the subject of Americanpolitics, his concern being hisperceived erosion of the Constitutionof the United States by the presentadministration in Washington. In testimony at George�s trial, thelate John Kerry O�Donnell told thecourt and jury: �There isn�t a church inCounty Mayo that hasn�t a roof thatwasn�t put on it by George Harrison.�Though not a religious man in thetraditional sense, George was a farbetter Christian than most people Iknow. He was brilliant, intelligent,forceful, dedicated, charitable and trueto his instincts that the less fortunatecitizens deserve the most attention. Hispassing makes this world a lesserplace. 

The names many of us identify as�disembodied� heroes, from many

cultures and struggles, George knew asreal flesh and blood people who hadtheir strengths and weaknesses, peoplehe had worked with in the vast canvassof his political activity. Loyalty, reliability and discretionwere the hallmarks of this old soldier.George Harrison was above all otherthings a modest, quiet man. Only afool like George Bush and a braggartlike Tony Blair could deludethemselves that the George Harrison�sof this world can be defeated by theirmilitary intelligence, satellitesurveillance, warmongering, humanrights denial, and pathetic attempts toseal their borders. George Harrison, Mayo man, IrishRepublican, Socialist, InternationalistHumanitarian and Labour Organiserled them all a merry dance for 70 yearsof adult life and lived and died on hisown terms. 

Friends and Comrades of GeorgeHarrison: It is with deep regret that wemark the passing of George Harrison,a tremendous and tireless fighter formany generations for nationalliberation and socialism in Ireland andaround the world.Activists everywhere knewGeorge as one who saw no boundariesbetween the fight for freedom inIreland and the liberation of oppressedpeoples the world over. Whilemourning his loss, we take this time tore-dedicate ourselves to advancing thestruggle for progress and humanemancipation of which he was such anintegral member. Comrade GeorgeHarrison, presente! 

In sympathy and solidarity,Bradley Duncan; Ron Lare BrianMullan; Aaron Siegfried; MatthewSiegfried, US supporters ofFourthwrite and members,Solidarity-US.

George Harrison was perhaps themost unrepentant Fenian of them all.He was, as they say, baptised in theFenian faith at a very early age in hisnative Shammer, Co. Mayo. He held tothat faith unflinchingly until he diedsitting in his apartment in Brooklyn,New York on Thursday. October 7th.Of course the Fenian faith has as

many variations as any other. GeorgeHarrison�s was the Fenianism of FrankRyan and James Connolly, two of hisheroes. It was also the fenianism ofRepublican Sinn Fein, whose Patronhe was proud to be. His vision was of a 32-countysocialist Ireland. He believed firmlythat nothing but physical force wouldever get the Brits out. And Georgejudged every new development inIreland by that very basic criterion �would it help get the Brits out?But his internationalism wasintegral to his Republicanism. He heldthat if you wanted to free Ireland, youhad to support the struggles ofoppressed people everywhere in theworld. George was fond of saying thatthe US had no more right in PuertoRico than the Brits did in IrelandHe is best known for providing theIRA with arms and equipment for over25 years. George purchased theweapons, the most vital and dangerouspart of the job. Others raised themoney, stored the arms andammunition and arranged to ship themto Ireland. Owen MacNamee, whoGeorge referred to as the �Emissary,�was their link with the IRA. Jack Holland, in his book TheAmerican Connection, says that therewere never more than a dozen peopleinvolved with the network. Georgeestimated very conservatively thatthey supplied the IRA with 2,000-2,500 weapons and more than amillion rounds of ammunition. I am very conscious of everythingI have left out. Things like hispassionate devotion to the Republicanveterans of the Spanish Civil War, hisattachment to New York City, hisoccasional stubbornness and obstinacy

and his great affection for his familyand many friends. Other people whoknew George would no doubt includemuch more.Maybe, at the end, we can say withShakespeare that �Take him all and all,we shall not look upon his like again.�Of course George might disagree.He would probably have said that hedid he did the best he could, and nowit is up to us to do the rest.
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One intelligence official familiar
with the operation said the CIA has
used the March draft memo as legal
support for secretly transporting as
many as a dozen detainees out of Iraq
in the last six months. The agency has
concealed the detainees from the
International Committee of the Red
Cross and other authorities, the official
said. 

The draft opinion, written by the
Justice Department�s Office of Legal
Counsel and dated March 19, 2004,
refers to both Iraqi citizens and
foreigners in Iraq, who the memo says
are protected by the treaty. It permits
the CIA to take Iraqis out of the
country to be interrogated for a �brief
but not indefinite period.� It also says
the CIA can permanently remove
persons deemed to be �illegal aliens�
under �local immigration law�. 
Some specialists in international law
say the opinion amounts to a
reinterpretation of one of the most
basic rights of Article 49 of the Fourth
Geneva Convention, which protects
civilians during wartime and
occupation, including insurgents who
were not part of Iraq�s military. 

The treaty prohibits the
�[i]ndividual or mass forcible
transfers, as well as deportations of
protected persons from occupied
territory . . . regardless of their
motive�.

The 1949 treaty notes that a
violation of this particular provision
constitutes a �grave breach� of the
accord, and thus a �war crime� under
US federal law, according to a footnote
in the Justice Department draft. 

�For these reasons,� the footnote
reads, �we recommend that any
contemplated relocations of �protected
persons� from Iraq to facilitate
interrogation be carefully evaluated for
compliance with Article 49 on a case
by case basis.� 

It says that even persons removed
from Iraq retain the treaty�s
protections, which would include
humane treatment and access to
international monitors. 

During the war in Afghanistan, the
administration ruled that al Qaeda
fighters were not considered
�protected persons� under the
convention. Many of them were
transferred out of the country to the
naval base in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba,
and elsewhere for interrogations. By
contrast, the US government deems
former members of Saddam Hussein�s
Baath Party and military, as well as
insurgents and other civilians in Iraq,
to be protected by the Geneva
Conventions. 

International law experts contacted
for this article described the legal
reasoning contained in the Justice
Department memo as unconventional
and disturbing. 

�The overall thrust of the
Convention is to keep from moving
people out of the country and out of the
protection of the Convention,� said

former senior military attorney Scott
Silliman, executive director of Duke
University�s Center on Law, Ethics and
National Security. �The memorandum

seeks to create a legal regime
justifying conduct that the
international community clearly
considers in violation of international
law and the Convention.� Silliman
reviewed the document at The Post�s
request. 

The CIA, Justice Department and
the author of the draft opinion, Jack L.
Goldsmith, former director of the
Office of Legal Counsel, declined to
comment for this article. 
CIA officials have not disclosed the
identities or locations of its Iraq
detainees to congressional oversight
committees, the Defence Department
or CIA investigators who are
reviewing detention policy, according
to two informed US government
officials and a confidential e-mail on
the subject shown to The Washington
Post. 

White House officials disputed the
notion that Goldsmith�s interpretation
of the treaty was unusual, although
they did not explain why. �The Geneva
Conventions are applicable to the
conflict in Iraq, and our policy is to
comply with the Geneva
Conventions,� White House
spokesman Sean McCormick said. 

The Office of Legal Counsel also
wrote the Aug. 1, 2002, memo on
torture that advised the CIA and White
House that torturing al Qaeda terrorists
in captivity abroad �may be justified�,
and that international laws against
torture �may be unconstitutional if
applied to interrogations� conducted in
the war on terrorism. President Bush�s
aides repudiated that memo once it

became public this June. 
The Office of Legal Counsel

writes legal opinions considered

binding on federal agencies and
departments. The March 19 document
obtained by The Post is stamped
�draft� and was not finalized, said one
US official involved in the legal
deliberations. However, the memo was
sent to the general counsels at the
National Security Council, the CIA
and the departments of State and
Defence. 

�The memo was a green light,� an
intelligence official said. �The CIA
used the memo to remove other people
from Iraq.� 

Since the September 11, 2001
attacks, the CIA has used broad
authority granted in a series of legal
opinions and guidance from the Office
of Legal Counsel and its own general
counsel�s office to transfer, interrogate
and detain individuals suspected of
terrorist activities at a series of
undisclosed locations around the
world. 

According to current and former
agency officials, the CIA has a
rendition policy that has permitted the
agency to transfer an unknown number
of suspected terrorists captured in one
country into the hands of security
services in other countries whose
record of human rights abuse is well
documented. 

These individuals, as well as those
at CIA detention facilities, have no
access to any recognized legal process
or rights. 

The scandal at Abu Ghraib, and the
investigations and congressional
hearings that followed, forced the
disclosure of the Pentagon�s behind-

closed-doors debate and classified
rules for detentions and interrogations
at Guantanamo Bay and in
Afghanistan and Iraq. Senior defence
leaders have repeatedly been called to
explain and defend their policies
before Congress. But the CIA�s
policies and practices remain shrouded
in secrecy. 

The only public account of CIA
detainee treatment comes from soldier

testimony and Defence Department
investigations of military conduct. For
instance, Army Maj. Gen. Antonio M.
Taguba�s report on Abu Ghraib
criticized the CIA practice of
maintaining �ghost detainees� �
prisoners who were not officially
registered and were moved around
inside the prison to hide them from
Red Cross teams. Taguba called the
practice �deceptive, contrary to Army
doctrine and in violation of
international law�.

Gen Paul J Kern, who oversaw
another Army inquiry, told Congress
that the number of CIA ghost detainees
�is in the dozens, to perhaps up to
100.� 

The March 19, 2004, Justice
Department memo by Goldsmith deals
with a previously unknown class of
people � those removed from Iraq. 

It is not clear why the CIA would
feel the need to remove detainees from
Iraq for interrogation. A US
government official who has been
briefed on the CIA�s detention
practices said some detainees are
probably taken to other countries
because �that�s where the agency has
the people, expertise and interrogation
facilities, where their people and
programs are in place�. 

The origin of the Justice
Department memo is directly related to
the only publicly acknowledged ghost
detainee, Hiwa Abdul Rahman Rashul,
nicknamed �Triple X� by CIA and
military officials. 

Rashul, a suspected member of the

Iraqi Al-Ansar terrorist group, was
captured by Kurdish soldiers in June or
July of 2003 and turned over to the
CIA, which whisked him to
Afghanistan for interrogation. 

In October, White House counsel
Alberto R Gonzales asked the Office
of Legal Counsel to write an opinion
on �protected persons� in Iraq and rule
on the status of Rashul, according to
another US government official
involved in the deliberations. 

Goldsmith, then head of the office,
ruled that Rashul was a �protected
person� under the Fourth Geneva
Convention and therefore had to be
brought back to Iraq, several
intelligence and defence officials said. 

The CIA was not happy with the
decision, according to two intelligence
officials. It promptly brought Rashul
back and suspended any other transfers
out of the country. 
At the same time, when transferring
Rashul back to Iraq, then-CIA Director
George J. Tenet asked Defence
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld not to
give Rashul a prisoner number and to
hide him from International Red Cross
officials, according to an account
provided by Rumsfeld during a June
17 Pentagon news conference.
Rumsfeld complied. 

As a �ghost detainee�, Rashul
became lost in the prison system for
seven months. 

Rumsfeld did not fully explain the
reason he had complied with Tenet�s
request or under what legal authority
he could have kept Rashul hidden for
so long. �We know from our
knowledge that [Tenet] has the
authority to do this,� he said. 
Rashul, defence and intelligence
officials noted, had not once been
interrogated since he was returned to
Iraq. His current status is unknown. 

In the one-page October 2003
interim ruling that directed Rashul�s
return, Goldsmith also created a new
category of persons in Iraq whom he
said did not qualify for protection
under the Geneva Conventions. They
are non-Iraqis who are not members of
the former Baath Party and who went
to Iraq after the invasion. 

After Goldsmith�s ruling, the CIA
and Gonzales asked the Office of
Legal Counsel for a more complete
legal opinion on �protected persons� in
Iraq and on the legality of transferring
people out of Iraq for interrogation.
�That case started the CIA yammering
to Justice to get a better memo,� said
one intelligence officer familiar with
the interagency discussion. 
Michael Byers, a professor and
international law expert at the
University of British Columbia, said
that creating a legal justification for
removing protected persons from Iraq
�is extraordinarily disturbing�. 

�What they are doing is
interpreting an exception into an all-
encompassing right, in one of the most
fundamental treaties in history,� Byers
said. The Geneva Convention �is as
close as you get to protecting human
rights in times of chaos. There�s no
ambiguity here.�� Dana Priest, WashingtonPost Staff Writer, October 24,2004. 
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Serious breach of Geneva
Conventions

AT the request of the CIA, the Justice Department drafted aconfidential memo that authorizes the agency to transferdetainees out of Iraq for interrogation � a practice thatinternational legal specialists say contravenes the GenevaConventions.

� A US Apache helicopter flying over the Abu Ghraib prison in Baghdad, where Iraqi prisoners weresubjected to extreme abuse by US soldiers.



Meanwhile, the chairman ofthe present Dutch EUpresidency, foreign ministerBernard Bot has welcomed asuggestion that the [ten]referendums [on the EUconstitution] should all be heldbetween May 5 and 8 next, dateswhich will also make the 60thanniversary of the end of WorldWar II in Europe.� Sunday Business Post,
September 5, 2004, article by Seán
Mac Cárthaigh, Political
Correspondent.Politicians across theEuropean Union areincreasingly worried that thenew EU constitution will berejected in a referendum and arelooking to Ireland for campaignadvice.

� Seán Mac Cárthaigh
article.As soon as Russia�sinstrument of ratification [of theKyoto Protocol on ClimateChange] is received by theUnited Nations, the protocoladopted in Japan�s old imperialcapital in December 1997 willfinally enter into force 90 dayslater.� Irish Times, October 1,
2004, Editorial.Russia�s ratification hasbeen vital since President Bushpulled the United States out ofKyoto in one of his first actsafter taking office in January2001.And because of the�business as usual� approachadopted by the CoalitionGovernment since 1997,Ireland�s (26 Counties)[greenhouse gas] emissions arealready overshooting the targetlevel are agreed with ourEuropean Union partners by afactor of two.In that context, the decisionto drop carbon taxes must beseen as another illustration ofthe ostrich-like refusal byministers to address the mostimportant environmentalproblem facing humanity.

� Editorial.Ireland (sic) is among theEuropean Union member-stateswith the greatest gap betweenrich and poor, according tofigures published yesterday bythe EU.The top 20% of Ireland�s(sic) highest earners receive 4.5times more than the bottom20%.� Irish Times, October 2,
2004.A [RUC] Special Branchpolice informant shot dead theSunday World journalist MartinO�Hagan, the reporter�s chiefcontact has claimed.Barry Bradbury (62) said hewas given details about thegunman from a trusted contactin the Police Service of NorthernIreland (RUC).� Sunday Business Post,
October 3, 2004.[Jim] Campbell, who wasshot and wounded by the UlsterVolunteer Force in 1984, added:�The big question is: who in theLVF is not an informant? TheLVF was set up with theknowledge and help of theSpecial Branch.�� Sunday Business Post
(Jim Campbell was a colleague of
Martin O�Hagan).New figures released by the

Department of Health revealthat there were more than100,000 fewer people covered bythe medical card scheme inSeptember 2004 than there werein January 1997 just before thecurrent Fianna Fáil/ProgressiveDemocrat coalition was elected.� Irish Times, October 5,
2004, Health Supplement.In a sign of heightenedsecurity concerns, the monarch[QEII of England] travelled abullet-proof limousine ratherthan in the open-topped carriagein which she travelled down thesame street in 1999 beforeopening the [Scottish]parliament�s first session in itstemporary home.� Sunday Tribune, October
10, 2004.Last work, though, he[Edwin Morgan, Makar or poetlaureate] lent his support and hissignature to the Declaration ofCarlton Hall, which supports arepublican independentScpotland rather than themonarchist limited-powersdevolved assembly currently inplace.� Sunday Tribune.The document, whichopposes devolution, will statethat any Scottish parliamentshould be truly that and not anassembly with limited powers,that it should control Scotland�sfinances, natural resources anddefence policy.� Sunday Tribune.The book � The Road fromArdoyne: The Making of aPresident � claims that RTÉcurrent affairs was dominatedby members of the Workers�Party, and that up to 15 allegedmembers of the party heldsenior positions within RTÉ.� Sunday Business Post,
October 10, 2004, article by Paul
T Colgan.McAleese wrote in her diaryat that time that: �I was aCatholic, a Northerner, anationalist and a woman � aquadruple deviant in the eyes ofmany influential people inRTÉ.� She claimed that RTÉ�sH-Block coverage was �biased atworst, misguided at best�.� Sunday Business Post.[Provisional] Sinn Féin ingovernment with Fianna Fáilmight bring a bit of muscle to thesocial agenda for a while. Thatgovernment would be a gooddeal less obnoxious than oneincluding the PDs.There would be a bit ofembarrassing strutting on thenational question, but thatwould die down after a while.And then the same old mix.� Sunday Business Post,
October 10, 2004, �Between the
Lines� column by Vincent Browne.That is the way it has got tobe, because that is the politicalculture. And that is the politicalculture because nobody is tryingto change it.There is nobodycampaigning for anything otherthan office. Nobodycampaigning for a change inpeople�s attitude towardstaxation, social welfare, health(other than managing it better,which is a side issue), education,anything.

� Vincent Browne.ESRI economists Mr TimCallan and Mr Brian Nolan saythat while average income perhead has risen dramatically inIreland (sic) over the last decade,the numbers falling below therelative income povertythreshold remain �well abovethe EU average�.Their paper says that 15%live below 50% of the medianincome here, the highest in theEU and well above the 9% EUaverage. All those falling below

the threshold are �not poor�, thepaper says, but they are �at riskof poverty�.� Irish Times, October 12,
2004, article by Cliff Taylor,
Economics Editor.Differences in tax andwelfare rates and structures area key factor when looking at thehigher percentage of people atrisk of poverty here compared toa country like Denmark, it finds.� Irish Times.Successful anti-povertypolicy requires both enhancededucation and employmentopportunities and improvedincome supports, the paperconcludes.Higher spending wouldrequire higher taxes and theimplications of this for theeconomy �are criticallyimportant to the strategicchoices to be made.�� Irish Times.It has been a hard road sincethe high hopes generated by theloyalist ceasefire announcementof October 13, 1994.� Irish Times, October 13,
2004, article by David Adams,
senior figure in the now defunct
Ulster Democratic Party, political
wing of the UDA.It is now only a matter oftime before the current impasseis broken and the Stormontinstitutions are restored, hebelieves.He boldly predicts thatFebruary will witness the endingof direct rule. But then the realwork has to begin.� Irish Times, October 13,
2004, interview by David Ervine,
PUP (political wing of the UVF)
by Dan Keenan.The US military jet used inthe abduction and transport ofAl-Qaeda suspects, can land atShannon airport withoutpermission, the transportminister Martin Cullen has said.The Gulfstream jet with thecall-sign N379P has landed inShannon on at least 13 occasionsin the past four years.� Sunday Business Post,
October 17, 2004, article by Paul
T Colgan.Described by the CIA as�extraordinary renditions�, theplane�s operations are designedto transfer suspects to countrieswhere they can be interrogatedwithout the protection ofwestern law.Two Egyptian suspects,Ahmed Agiza and Muhammedal-Zery, were reportedly�abducted� by US governmentofficials.Both men, who has beengranted asylum in Sweden, weretaken on the Gulfstream jet fromBromma airport, Stockholm, toCairo where they claimed tohave been brutally interrogated.� Sunday Business Post.Trade, innovation, savingand hard work are the thingsthat make countries rich.Political irreverence (as opposedto sycophancy) helps, as doesbeing surrounded by reasonablycivilised neighbours � one of themost important lessons fromeconomic history is to avoid warat all costs.But the existence of oil orgas makes this orderly advanceto general prosperity less likely.� Sunday Business Post,
October 17, 2004, article by David
McWilliams.The existence of oil rendersthe entire system unstable,because someone is alwaystrying to get their grubby handson the stuff, whether throughcoups, invasions, or arbitrarychanges to property rights andlaws.

� David McWilliams.The DUP have used one ruseafter another to avoid actually

sharing power with theirCatholic (sic) neighbours. Thusfar, they have essentially beenrewarded by the Irish (sic) andBritish governments for this, asofficials attempt to force[Provisional] Sinn Féin to meeteach new DUP demand.� Sunday Business Post,
October 17, 2004, Editorial.He [Dermot Ahern] is alsoaware that as soon as the[Provisional] IRA issues its finalorder to stand down, the DUPplans to demand a �period ofdecontamination� beforesharing power.

� Editorial.Dermot Ahern�scontroversial initiative oncoalition [of Fianna Fáil] with[Provisional] Sinn Féin south ofthe border was a carefullychoreographed move to enhancethe prospects of [Provisional]IRA decommissioning in thenext two weeks and enable theDUP to do a deal with[Provisional] Sinn Féin.� Sunday Tribune, October
17, 2004, front page article by
Stephen Collins and Shane
Coleman.PSNI officers were forced touse CS gas after coming underattack from a crowd of around100 youths early yesterday inDerry.Twenty minutes earlier,officers had used CS spray toquell a riot in the nearbyVictoria Market carpark.� Sunday Tribune, October
17, 2004, news report.The All-Party Committee onthe [1937] Constitutionunanimously concluded in Aprilthat constitutional change wasnot necessary before theintroduction of legislationallowing for the compulsorypurchase of land required fordevelopment by localauthorities, at existing use valuesplus 25%.� Sunday Tribune, October
17, 2004, article by Shane
Coleman.We have managed toconvince the two governmentsthat Republicans are in a contextof a really big deal prepared todo historic things.� Martin McGuinness
speaking on Prime Time, RTÉ 1,
October 19, 2004. �[the] IRA [are] finishingfar short of their constitutionalgoal, a democratic SocialistRepublic won by force of arms.They are now ready for finality.IRA units north and south, oncestaffed in hundreds, aretrimmed to heads ofdepartments plus a few. Activistsare intergrated into politics.Arms dumps are made safe forperhaps two final phases acts ofdecommissioning by the newyear if a deal is done poised for aformal act of completion byarmy council or generalconvention of members.� Brendan O'Brien, PrimeTime, RTÉ 1, October 19, 2004.It is about completion, yes,absolutely. I don't have anydifficulty about that at all.� Martin McGuinness.Are you saying that you dobelieve that the IRA has taken adecision to finish completely?

� Brendan O'Brien question
to Danny Morrison on PrimeTimeI don't know if it's beentaken formally but its quiteevident that as a result ofeverything that Republicanshave done this past few yearsthat that is the road theRepublican Movement is on, yes.

� Danny Morrison in reply.Including completedecommissioning?
�Brendan O'Brien.Including putting arms

beyond use, including retiringfrom the situation.
� Danny Morrison.I want to be able as memberof parliament for mid-Ulster tocome out and tell the people ofeast Tyrone and south Derrythat their children should join anew policing service and thatthey could do so walking out oftheir houses in the morning inplaces like Coalisland andMahera with their uniforms on,with chests out and their headsheld high.
� Martin McGuinness.The deal would involve aplan to transfer policing andjustice powers to the NorthernIreland Assembly, maybe withintwo years. There's been talks ofsplitting justice and policing intotwo separate ministry's, onenationalist, one unionist forpublic confidence, that's downthe line, but Sinn Féin wouldtake policing board seats andsupport the PSNI much sooner -history indeed.� Brendan O'Brien.If the DUP had the wit to seethe inevitability that they havetwo choices, they either get of theaccountability one - which theycan't win in a hundred years,and day we have already got thethe ending of the IRA and theytake that jackpot, then I wouldthink that [Provisional] SinnFéin will be on this board byabout January next year.
� Denis Bradley, Vice

Chairman, Northern Ireland
Policing Board,. Prime Time.We in [Provisional] SinnFéin are determined to deal withthis issue as speedily as wepossibly can . . . suffice to say wewant to do it sooner rather thanlater.

� Martin McGuinness.The potential use of theseweapons represents a majorescalation of the danger posed tothose exercising their right toprotest under the Irishconstitution. The deployment ofthese weapons is in fact anattempt to portray protest ascriminal and terroristic innature.� Village, 16-22 October,
2004. Mick Dooley, Dublin
Grassroots Network, writing on
the Less Lethal Weapons
Conference being held in Dublin.Because even themanufacturers admit that theycan kill people. And they havekilled people. Plastic bulletsalone have been responsible forat least 14 deaths in NorthernIreland over the past 30 years.

� VillageTaser guns, which deliver a50,000-volt shock through awire, have caused several deathsin the US.
� Village (the number of

deaths by Taser guns in the US has
been put at 37 by Willamette
Week).According to AmnestyInternational, in 2002, the USDepartment of Commerceapproved 127 licences worth$14,773,542 for export ofdischarge-type items (stun guns,shock batons, electric cattleprods and immobilization gunsand projectiles) according to aDepartment of Commercereport in 2003.� Village.A low-cost, yet dignified,standard of living is out of reachfor thousands of people who aredependant on social welfare, apioneering new study has found.The family budget research,the first of its kind undertakenin Ireland, was carried out bythe Vincentian Partnership forSocial Justice.� Irish Times, October 19,
2004, article by Kitty Holland.Catholics (sic) in Northern

Ireland are almost twice as likelyas Protestants (sic) to beunemployed, according to thelatest official figures.The unemployment rate forCatholics was 8.1% against arate of 4.3% for Protestants, theLabour Force Survey covering2002 published by the Statisticsand Research Agency showed. �(PA)� Irish Times, October 19,
2004.The plans to drive amotorway through the Tara-Skreen Valley have enragedexperts around the world, withover 50 senior academics signingletters against the proposal.Archaeologists andhistorians have claimed that themotorway would amount to anact of �cultural vandalism�unparalleled in Irish history.� Sunday Tribune, October
24, 2004.�I thought this kind ofbehaviour to Irish peopletravelling to the UK was a thingof the past,� Christy Moore afterbeing detained by anti-terrorismpolice in Holyhead.� Sunday Tribune, October
24, 2004, Quotes of the Week.The EnvironmentalProtection Agency (EPA) hascleared the way for theconstruction of the State�s firsttoxic waste incinerator byapproving a controversialproject in Ringaskiddy, CoCork.The official scrutiny ofIndaver�s plans [Indaver Irelandis the builder for this incineratorand another near Duleek, CoMeath] was the subject ofcontroversy last summer when itemerged that the company�sformer project manager for theincinerator projects, Ms LauraBurke, had been appointed as adirector in the EPA.� Irish Times, October 27,
2004.Judge Moran refused theexpert witness accounts offormer assistant UN secretary-general Denis Halliday andProfessor of International LawCurtis Doebler on [Mary]Kelly�s behalf.�I did not want this case todegenerate into a politicaldebate,� the judge explained tothe jury yesterday. �This is not acase to consider the legality ofthe war in Iraq.�� Irish Times, October 29,
2004.Kelly argued that she hadlawful excuse to damage theaircraft as she was trying to savelife in Iraq.Kelly made an impassionedand highly charged address tothe jury when she said: �I didn�trun away. I wanted to beresponsible and be accountablefor my actions to stop the dailyslaughter that is going on . . . Iacted to save life and property.� Irish Times.Queen Elizabeth�s [ofEngland] state visit to Berlinnext week is descending into adiplomatic farce after somebodymention the war [WWII].Diplomats in Berlin andLondon have dismissed asnonsense reports of a possibleapology by the queen for thefire-bombing of Dresden, but areworking behind the scenes on adamage-limitation exercise.�Will the queen apologise?�was the front-page headlineyesterday of Bild newspaper,read  by 12 million Germans.� Irish Times, October 29,
2004, article by Derek Scally in
Berlin.
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Counter RevolutionTelevisedA charaThere is no such place asthe �British Isles�; it is a highlypolitical term. It is as redundantas �British Central Africa�. It isa sickening, offensive reminderof empire and the dissolution ofthe colonised. It is a phrase asmalicious as �paddy�, �nigger�or �wog�. It is truly racist andhighly political because it laysclaim to the territory, the peopleinhabiting it and their culture.Several Britishprogrammes over the past fewmonths have been propagatingthe term again. BBC�s NaturalHistory of the British Islesfilmed segments in and namedBray, amongst other Irishlocations, as part of the �BritishIsles�. There is a show calledAtlantic Britain which featuresthe west coast of Ireland. A showcalled Battlefield Britain enactedthe Boyne escapade. Who givesout the permit for these shows tofilm here and by virtue lay claimto Ireland as British. I expect noless of the Brits but I expectmore of the civil servant orminister representing Irishinterests, that allows us to bedenigrated to the status of Britishby inclusion in these shows. Arewe a nation or are we posing as anation?It gets worse: on Friday,October 8 I watched the Six-OneNews and Nationwide. Wronglytrusting that domestic televisionwould not be supportive of theback-pedalling to the Act ofUnion as perhaps foreignchannels might. Woe andbehold. Brian Kerr on the Six-One News talking about theexodus of Irish to see theupcoming soccer match withFrance, spoke of the exodus offans �from the British Isles�.Less than one hour later onRTÉ�s Nationwide programme, afeature of the renovation of Corkcity included a councilspokesperson/contractor refer tothe eventual completion of theproject as leaving Cork as one ofthe best cities �in the BritishIsles�. What is going on? Did Imiss the invasion? Did we put upa fight? Was there a vote on thematter of abolishing nationalityor is it the insipid lack of anational identity that partitiongenerates, that allows all this tooccur. I know a great poet saidthat the revolution would not betelevised but it seems thecounter-revolution is. If only itwas as simple as switching off.FIANN Ó NUALLÁINCrumlin, DublinPuppetsAndPaymastersA charaReading the front page of aNewry newspaper on Thursday,October 14 I found a somewhatdistressing but not surprisingarticle by a local Provisionalcouncillor. The article itself,about the banning of smoking inbars/hotels for non-smokingstaff, I have no qualms with.I do however when this so-called Republican councillorcalls on his direct-rule ministerAngela Smith (she might be hisminister but is not one for thetrue Republicans of Newry) toact sooner rather than later. Yetagain we have the purehypocrisy of the Provisionalsclaiming to be Republicans and

then asking their Britishpaymaster to implement directBritish rule in our country.Again the people of Newryand indeed the whole of Irelandare being duped by theProvisionals claiming to beRepublicans while in fact theyare mere puppets to Westminster.I call on all the Republican andnationalist people of Newry andthe whole 32 Counties to rejectthese people as they are nowshowing their true colours soarrogantly and shamelessly. Break the connection withEngland. Support the trueRepublican Movement,Republican Sinn FéinNEWRY TOWNREPUBLICAN(Not Newry city assponsored by the Queen ofEngland as the Provos nowrefer to it.)Dublin�sPolicy ofConvenienceA charaThere is a section of the 26-County Establishment whichwishes that the victims of theDublin/Monaghan bombings hadno surviving relatives. TheJustice for the Forgotten Groupremain an unwelcome reminderof areas where the DublinEstablishment would rather notstray.The interests of Dublin andLondon are mutually entwined,and it is for this reason that thedead of May 1974 could neverbe given any real significance.Uncomfortable questions maylead to difficult answers, andLeinster House as an institutionhas largely survived byshrouding itself in mythology.The reality for IrishRepublicans is that LeinsterHouse in real terms is no furtheron than it was in 1922. It remainsan institution born of conspiracyagainst the Republic, in itsorigins it has been propped up byBritish wherewithal, and hasacted in the interests of thoseposing a greater threat (ieLondon).The 26-County State hasutilised coercive force againstthe Republican Movement inevery decade since itsimposition. The Movement hasalways been the greatest,unyielding threat posed toBritish rule in Ireland, and byextension the institutions whichhave their origins in such outsideinterference. Therefore, anattack on British forces was seenby the Dublin government as anattack on itself by implication.To oppose Partition is tologically oppose the institutionswhich flow from the boundarymutilation of the early 1920s.With this in mind it wasnaturally the priority of theCosgrave/Corish administrationof 1974 to see off the challengeof the IRA and to shore up the26-County State. However, thereis a certain symbioticrelationship between therevolutionary and counter-revolutionary forces in struggle,insofar as both sides write offcivilian casualties in pursuit oftheir given ends. When looked atin these terms the carnage ofDublin/Monaghan was a smallprice to pay as far as the Dublingovernment was concerned.However, for the opinionshapers of the Saorstát theDublin/Monaghan atrocitieswere the bombs to which no onecould apportion blame. Theywere to be denoted as themysterious work of some hiddenhands, and to which successive

administrations feignedignorance. We now know thatthis was a position ofconvenience adopted at theexpense of the victims of thesebombings.The Dublin/Monaghanbombings epitomises so much ofthe relationship between Britainand the 26-County State, as theDublin administration put theinterests of the greater threatabove that of what is right andjust. They did this in much thesame manner that they shelledthe Four Courts in August 1922at Britain�s behest. In turn thebody parts and rubble from the1974 bombs were dutifullyswept up and the victimssummarily binned.The Justice for theForgotten can forget aboutattaining justice from any Dublinadministration, the realpolitik ofpartitionist politics will see tothat. PAUL FINNWaterfordAnti-IrishBigotryFromWithinA charaI wish to make a point inreference to an article inOctober�s SAOIRSE titled�Anti-Irish prejudice fromwithin�, which touched on thepoint of anti-Irish bigotry insidethe Irish nationalist communityin Scotland. It is to be welcomed thatpublications like SAOIRSE arewilling to broach the issue ofsectarianism and anti-Irishness,particular in the West ofScotland. It is a subject in whichthe �mainstream� media inIreland and Scotland have failedto seriously address. They preferto focus on the Celtic versusRangers dimension instead ofthe cancer of institutionalisedsectarianism which is deeprooted in Scotland. On these shores the Irish flag isseen a sectarian symbol. Ofcourse there is never anydetailed analysis as to why this isso, and how could there be,when the whole ethos behindwhat the flag symbolises is non-sectarianism and Jacobinism. The narrow-minded bigotshere, seem to share the attitudethat any display of Irish identityis offensive. Is it any wonder theOrange Order marching seasonin Scotland attracts thousandsonto the streets parading to thetune of sectarian songs with thenewspapers and general mediareporting on the marches of hateas some sort of funfamily day out!When Celtic fans singsongs about Ireland�s fight forfreedom, they are deemed to besectarian tunes, thus making thepeople singing them bigots. Yetagain, there is no reasoningbehind the argument that songsabout the 1981 hunger Strikersare in any waysectarian, and with the mediaaccountable to nobody they neednot justify their arguments. 

Also, if anybody tries toargue against the media theyneed not hold their breathwaiting to be given a medium toair their opinions as it will not beforthcoming!I would say to the Irishcommunity at home and abroadto celebrate their culture as theysee fit, regardless of theignorance shown towards them.As Bobby Sands once said, �forthose who believe, noexplanation is necessary, but forthose who do not believe noexplanation is possible�.To finalise, on behalf of theFrancis Hughes Cumann,Scotland, we would like to takethe opportunity to thank thepatrons of Celtic Park for theircontinued support for our salesof SAOIRSE.IRISH REPUBLICANSOCIALISTAlba/ScotlandSorry stateOf A&EHospitalDepartmentsA chara�Inside, the unit is bleakand uninviting. There are at least15, mostly elderly, patientseither on trolleys or on chairs �There is one toilet in the unitwith a faulty tap which, relativessay, is often dirty and gut-churning. �In one of the cubicles is anolder man with a blood-clot inhis leg, who has been waiting ona bed for three days. He islooking for something to rest hisleg on but can�t find anything.Earlier he had washed himselfand changed his clothes in theunit�s cramped toilet.�Another elderly woman isattending to her husband. Shehas washed him and brought insome food and pillows. On aprevious visit, he was forced towait up to six days for a bed, hetells one visitor.�The above is taken from areport in the Irish Times21/10/04 written by CarlO�Brien after a visit to the A&Eof the Mater Hospital.Eithne Donnellan also hada report on the same paper fromvarious A&E around the countryand the story was the same: 18patients on trolleys awaitingbeds yesterday morning inCavan General Hospital; 15patients on trolleys earlyyesterday in Galway�sUniversity Hospital; CorkGeneral Hospital 22 patients ontrolleys.� Things have indeedreached a sorry state whenrelatives of patients have to forma pressure group to force thestate into recognising theseriousness of the problem � the�point of entry� so to speak oneof the worst (though not theonly) areas. One of the women involvedin the new pressure group,Janette Byrne, had to resort tothe courts three years ago �afterthe Mater Hospital was forced torepeatedly cancel vital cancertreatment for her�. Three years

on and Eithne Donnellan�sheadline reads �Planned surgerycancelled due to pressure onbeds�. Top heavy inadminisatration personnel, atwo-tier system andmismanagement by successivefree state administrations haveall contributed to the shamblesthat is now our health servicewhich staggers from one crisis toanother.Proper health care must beaccessible to everyone not justthose who can afford theBlackrock Clinics or MaterPrivates in this state.Janet Byrne is speakingfrom experience, so am I.MÁIRÉAD O NEILLClondalkin TravestyOfJusticeA charaIn Ennis Circuit Court lastFriday Mary Kelly was foundguilty of �criminal damagewithout lawful excuse to a USnavy aircraft�. Her �crime� ��taking an axe to the US aircraftat Shannon in January 2003�. OnFriday next she will know herfate. In what passes for a justicesystem in Ireland I wouldn�tfancy her chances of a fairsentence seeing as how she didnot get a fair trial. A fairoutcome would have been a notguilty verdict along with anapology and compensation forthe trouble the state has causedher � she should never have beencharged in the first place. Judge Moran sat on thebench and implicated all thepeople of Ireland in the chargingof Mary Kelly. He stated �It isnot a case of the IrishGovernment, the USGovernment or the Gardabringing the case against MsKelly; it is the people of Irelandbringing the case against her�.No one asked me if I, as aperson of Ireland, wanted to takea case against Mary Kelly. Wasany person of Ireland consultedas to whether they wanted tobring a case against her? Theycertainly were not. Moran doesnot speak for me, nor indeed forthe many people of Ireland whobelieve Mary Kelly should get amedal for her courageous act andnot a sentence from the courts.Judge Moran also decidedthat �anything to do with the warin Iraq or the US military use ofShannon Airport was notrelevant to the defence of thecharge of criminal damagefacing the anti-war activist,Mary Kelly�. How he couldreach such a conclusion isincomprehensible. Mary�s actionwas taken as a direct result of thewar in Iraq. Had there been nowar in Iraq Mary would not havefelt the need to take an axe to aUS navy aircraft. Mary believesthe invasion and occupation ofIraq to be illegal and manythousands of people share herview. Her action was based onthat belief, as was her defence incourt when she stated that she�tried to prevent a crime takingplace and a loss of life�. 

One of the observers atMary�s trial told me that the trialwas a travesty. Never had hewitnessed such unjust treatmentin a courtroom. The vastmajority of Mary�s witnesseswere not allowed to take thestand in the presence of the jury.All reference to Iraq wasdisallowed. Moran said that hecould not allow witnesses suchas former assistant secretarygeneral to the UN DenisHalliday, Curtis Doebblerprofessor of International law orEdward Horgan former FreeState Army officer (and himselfbefore the courts in December)give evidence �because he didnot want to this case todegenerate into a politicaldebate�.   What was the judge tryingto hide? Why did he not leavethe jury to decide for themselvesif it was a political issue and thatthe war in Iraq was relevant tothe case or not? Could it be thathe was afraid that if the juryheard ALL the facts they woulddecide that the war in Iraq wasvery relevant to the case, was apolitical issue and that MaryKelly was totally justified inwhat she did? The jury may have heardthat in the first nine months ofthis year 112,000 US troopspassed through Shannon Airport;that in September alone 150flights carried 22,525 US troops.They may have heard thatShannon Airport was paid anestimated �14 million �from theUS troop traffic in 2004�. Theymay have heard that the USmilitary now have a �base camp�at Shannon Airport cordoned offand guarded by Free Statetroops. They may have heardabout the transporting ofprisoners to �torture chambers�via Shannon.The response of the FreeState Government to the peoplewho oppose the use of one of ourcivilian airports for the transportof war materials/kidnappedprisoners is as usual one ofcontempt. Martin Cullen is onrecord as saying that �there willbe no change in governmentpolicy on US military aircraftlanding at Shannon airport�. Sothe Free State continues to givesupport to the US in its illegalwar on and occupation of Iraq. And all in the name of thepeople of Ireland � your name. JOSEPHINE HAYDENTallaghtProtectorsOf BritishRuleA charaThe RUC/PSNI callthemselves the Police Service ofNorthern Ireland. Protectors ofthe Sasanach Northern Irelandmight be closer to the mark.Also it is not accurate torefer to the Six-County State asNorthern Ireland. The mostnortherly part of Ireland is inCounty Donegal. The Britishgovernment imposed Partitionon Ireland. BRENDAN TOBINCo Wexford

Letters to the Editor should be as short as possible and written or typed in double-spacing on one side of thepage. Name and address must be included, but on request will not be published.Letters printed do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of SAOIRSE.Postal address: 223 Parnell Street, Dublin 1. Letters may also be faxed to Dublin 872 9757 or by  e-mail to saoirse@iol.ie
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Born in Ederney, CoFermanagh Séamus emigratedto England to find work. Therehe met his wife Mary and theyreturned to Belfast to live.Séamus became involved in theRepublican Movement andremained true to the Republicanposition during the split of1969-70.He was very active at thebeginning of the latest phase ofthe struggle from 1969 onwards.As a result he was forced toleave Belfast and bring hisfamily to the 26 Counties where

he lived at first in Co Wicklowand for most of the last 30 yearsin Tallaght, Dublin. There heand Mary, who sadlypredeceased him some yearsago, raised their six children.Séamus continued hisRepublican activities. In 1986he rejected the latest sell-out ofRepublicanism by theProvisionals and became veryinvolved in building upRepublican Sinn Féin, both inthe Tallaght area and nationally.He spoke at many Republicanmeetings and commemorations

throughout the country and wasa popular choice as a speaker.He was a member of theRepublican Sinn Féin ArdChomhairle for a number ofyears. and remained faithful tothe Republican cause. In thepast year he was overjoyed toattend Croke Park to see hisbeloved Fermanagh GAA teamin the semi-finals of the All-Ireland football championship.His friends and comrades inthe Republican Movement havelost a mentor and greatsupporter and he will be badlymissed.SAOIRSE extends deepestsympathy to his family andfriends.I measc Laochra na nGaelgo raibh sé.

Charlie passed away at hishome in Richmond, California,on Sunday, October 10,surrounded by his wife anddaughters. Born in Belfast onDecember 22, 1914, his familywere staunch nationalists: hisparents took Irish classes fromSeán Mac Diarmada, asignatory of the 1916Proclamation who was laterexecuted by a British firingsquad for his part in the EasterRising.In addition, Charlie�sbrothers, James and Robert,were active Republicans duringthe Tan War.After loyalists drove thefamily from their home inBelfast in 1922, they settled ona farm in South Derry, whereCharlie�s brothers built anunderground dugout to hide

IRA volunteers on-the-run.One of Charlie�s earliestmemories was being lifted andheld by Charlie Daly, whoalong with Seán Larkin wasamong those sheltered by theLaverty family. Both Daly andLarkin were later summarilyexecuted by free state soldiersat Drumboe Castle.Growing up nationalist,Charlie was frequentlyharassed by the Royal UlsterConstabulary. He once recalledthat he was picked up and helddozens of times, though nevercharged. But that changed inJuly 1938, when he wassentenced to six months hardlabour for �riotous behaviour�against the RUC in Maghera,County Derry. He was releasedin March 1939.Charlie would enjoyfreedom for just over a year

before he was-Irishinternedwithout trial in may 1940. Firstheld in Derry prison, he waslater transferred to the AlRawdah prison ship, whereconditions were atrocious: 52men in one room, with constantlight. (Jack Gaffney actuallydied on the ship). To protest theconditions, the men turned thesprings from a gramophoneinto make-shift hacksaws andbroke down the furniture, aswell as cut holes in the floorand walls. As a result, theprisoners were transferred tothe Crumlin Road jail inBelfast.Among those in the jailwith Charlie was TomWilliams, who was hangedthere in September, 1942, forparticipating in a gun battle inwhich an RUC member waskilled. Before his death,Williams asked Charlie toengrave three rings for him,which he later gave to his

family as mementoes. Charliereturned the rings just hoursbefore Williams was executed.Also in Crumlin Road atthis time was Charlie�s brother,Paddy, who had been arrestedin Derry for possessing an�incriminating document.�Paddy was initially sentencedto hard labour, then laterinterned, like Charlie.Charlie served four yearsbefore he was released inMarch 1944.Prison strengthenedCharlie�s Republicanconvictions: upon his releasehe played a leading role in SinnFéin, organising cumannthroughout south Derry. DuringWestminster elections in 1955and 1956, Charlie acted as anelection agent for TomMitchell, who was in jail forRepublican activity. Mitchell�ssuccessful election to theBritish parliament was then thebiggest anti-partition vote since

1921. After the British declaredthe seat vacant because ofMitchell�s imprisonment,another election was held andMitchell won again, with anincreased majority. Only a thirdelection, with a split nationalistvote, secured a unionist victory.Charlie decided to leaveIreland in 1956 after hediscovered bullets on hisproperty �  either meant toframe him or as part of a plot tokill him or his family. Afterworking a variety of jobs, hesent for his family andeventually settled inRichmond, California, wherehe opened an upholsterybusiness.His commitment to theIrish Republican cause neverwavered: he helped launchIrish Northern Aid in SanFrancisco when the currentstruggle began in the SixCounties. And during the 1981hunger-strike, he returned toSouth Derry so that he couldoffer support to the families ofFrancis Hughes and Thomas

McElwee as the men lay dying.(Before Hughes was caughtfollowing a shoot-out with theSAS, he had risked capture tomeet with Charlie at afarmhouse in Donegal. Hugheswas then one of the mostwanted men in the north).In the San Francisco Bayarea, Charlie organisedfundraisers, lobbied politicians,wrote letters, marched,picketed and demonstrated �anything that would advancethe cause of Irish freedom.Charlie inspiredgenerations of activists andRepublican volunteers. He wasproud, uncompromising, and aFenian in the finest sense of theword.Following the 1986 Ard-Fheis Charlie Lavertyremained true to the cause ofIrish Republicanism and was inregular contact withRepublican Sinn Féin inIreland.SAOIRSE extends deepestsympathy to his wife andfamily circle.
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Brón ar anCharlie LavertyCHARLIE Laverty, who epitomized anunrepentant Irish Republican and never waveredin his commitment to the cause of Irish freedom,has died.

Óna óige i gceantarGhalbhuaile agus an Cheapóg idTír Eoghain ó bhé sé inaghlastócach ar son tíre agusteanga.D�fhoghlaim sé an teangaar a chonlán féin agus nuair atháinig sé go Dún Geanainn sna

daichidí luigh sé ar an obair leisAn Chraobh Rua de Chonradhna Gaeilge. Ba ar an bhaile sina chaith sé an chuid eile dáshaol ag obair le linn an lae marshacraisteoir in Eaglais NaomhPádraig Dun Geanainn agus sanoíche ag teagasc ranganna

Gaeilge ar fud an cheantairagus ag cur obair na craoibhechun cinn ar bhealaí eile.Bhí an-dúil aige sadrámaíocht agus bhuaigh séduaiSeánna ar an stáitsenáisiúnta mar aisteoir agus marléiritheoir le Aisteoirí naCraoibhe Rua a raibh a iníonMáiréad páirteach ann fosta. Baé a bhunaigh Féile DrámaíochtaDhún Geanainn agus nagcaogaidí, féile a dtug Gael-Linn tacaíocht dó ina dhiaidhsin agus a d�fhás go raibh sé aran Fhéile Gaeilge a ba mhó satír. De bharr a dhearcadhnáisiúnta rinneadh é aimtheorannú le linn feachtas1956-62 ach ar a theacht arais

chuaigh sé i mbun nadrámaíochta arís agus bhí anféile sin ann go raibh sériachtanach é a chur ar ceal lelinn na dtrioblóidí snahochtóidí. Bhí sé ag obairchomh maith don Fheis, donFháinne, don Ultach, deChomhaltas Uladh, son PDF(ag cabhrú le priosúnaighpoblachtacha) do eagraíochtacarthanachta agus mar thimireghíomhach ag Gael-Linn arfeadh corradh agus dhá scórbliain.Ba é Art Mac Eachaidh anchéad duine a casadh dom nuaira chuaigh mé go Dún Geanainndon chéad uair i 1954 agusbhuail mé go deireanach leis idteach altranais Sanville,

Oileán a� Ghuail nuair a bhronnmé gradam aitheantais Ghael-Linn air i mbliain a gCeiliúradhÓrga i 2003. Ba ar chuspóirí anPhiarsaigh a bhunaigh Art adhearcadh agus ba ar an mhúnlasin a bhí a ghníomhartha i rith ashaoil.Bhí an-chuing ag Art leisan Ghaeltacht agus b�iomaturas a thug sé féin agus achairde Pluincéad Ó Dónaill,Frainc Ó Caomhánaigh agusCathal Ó Diolúin ar Rann naFeirste agus ar Ghaeltachtaíeile an Chontae. Fear ciúin lácha bhí in Art, fear ionraic ad�oibir go dian i rith a shaoil gondeachaigh sé i ndíth shláintecúpla bliain ó shin.D�ainneoin an obair

éachtach a rinne sé ba fearteaghlaigh ar dtús  agus donbhean chéile Treasa (a sheasleis i gcónaí), dá bheirtteaghlaigh Máiréad agusPeadar, dá gclann sin Orla, Art,Caoimhe, Eoghan, don ceathrúglún Lorcán, dá deartháirBreandán, do dheirfiúr an tSiurCamillus ghnímid fíorchomhbhrón. Ba é a sheanchara i gcomhaltas Uladh, iFéile Drámaiochta DhúnGeanainn agus in EaglaisNaomh Padraig AnMoinsineoir Liam Mac a�tSagairt a léigh Aifreann anmhairbh agus a thug an t-urraimdó a bhí tuillte.� Pádraig Ó Baoighill

Art Mac EachaidhI REILIG Éadan na dTorc, Dún Geanainn ar anAoine seo a chuaigh thart cuireadh faoi fhód fearde Laochra móra na Gaeilge � Art Mac Eachaidhin aois a nócha bliain, mar a ba dual cuid dáchairde i nGluaiseacht na Poblacht na gcaogaidí abhí imtheorannaithe ina chuideachta ansin margharda onóracha le é a chomradh na huaighe. Bhídaoine ón lá inniu ann chomh maith le urraim athabhairt dó.

Rugadh é roimh an gCéad
Cogadh Mór i mBaile �c Bhaird, i
gContae na Gaillimhe. Breac-
Ghaeltacht a bhí i mBaile �c Bhaird
an uair sin, ach  faraor, nuair nach
raibh labhairt na Gaeilge ag a
thuismitheoirí níor labhair ach
cúpla duine den tSeánmhuintir an
teanga leis. Mar ba dhual san am
choinnigh an Seándream an
Ghaeilge dóibh féin.

Bhí múinteoir maith Gaeilge
aige i mBunscoil Garbhshíon,
Máire Sinéad Uí Mhuiríosa,
deirfiúr le Micheál Ó
Tighearnaigh, Uachtarán Ollscoil
Bhaile Átha Cliath sna daicheadaí.

Ghabh Gearóid ar Choláiste

Sheosaimh i mBéal Átha na Slua
(nó Coláiste Gearrbhaile mar a
thugtar air). Chaith sé cúig bliana
ansin. Bhain sé céim BA amach in
Ollscoil na Gaillimhe agus ghabh
sé le meán-mhúinteoireacht i 1932
leis na Bráithre Críostaí i Muileann
gCearr i gCo na hIarmhí.

Chuir Gearóid spéis i gcónaí i
stair mheath na Gaeilge agus
b�fhéidir gurbh shin é an rud ba
mhó a thug isteach i nGluaiseacht
na Poblachta é. Bhí baint aige le
athbhunú Cumann Poblachtach
Mhac Piarais in Ollscoil na
Gaillimhe. Chreid sé go láidir i
mórchuspóir an Phiarsaigh � Éire
Saor, Éire Gaelach.

Nuair a cuireadh Gearóid i
ngéibheann ar Champa an
Churraigh i 1940 bhí sé bainteach
le bunú dhá chábán Gaeilge as an
ocht gcinn déag a bhí ann do na
príosúnaigh ar fad.  B�shin 10%
den iomlán. B�iad Peadar Mac
Aindriú as Maigh Eo agus Brian
Mac Lua as Co an Chláir an dá
cheannródaí eile a bhí ina theannta.

Chreid Gearóid riamh go
seasfadh muintir na gcontaethe eile
an fód mar a sheas Gaillimh, Ros
Comáin agus an Iarmhí agus go
mbeadh trian de na cimí gafa le
Gaeilge ó thús. Ba é
buanchreideamh Ghearóid  gur
dual do gach dea-Éireannach
gabháil le Gaeilge i dtosach sula
dtéann sé le Poblachtachas.

Cuirimid ár gcomhbhrón in
iúl dá bhaintreach, Síle, agus dá
chlann agus a gclann siúd. Solas na
bhFlaitheas go raibh aige, fear
uasal Gaelach a bhí ionraic, mánla
agus cineálta i gcónaí.

Gearóid Ó
MaoilmhichílFuair Gearóid Ó Maoilmhichíl bás i mBaile ÁthaCliath i nDeireadh Fómhair.

Seámus LeonardREPUBLICANS in Dublin and Fermanagh, andindeed throughout Ireland, were shocked to hearof the sudden death on October 27 of SéamusLeonard.

BRAY, Deepest sympathy to Jim Brayon the death of his father Tom. FromPaddy Deery, Co Waterford, PortlaoiseGoal political prisoner.BRAY, Deepest sympathy to Jim Brayon the death of his father. From Kathleenand Laura Balfe, Kilmacthoms, CoWaterford.CARROLL, Deepest sympathy to thefamilty of John Carroll on the death ofhis sister Mary. From Republican SinnFéin, Limerick.CARROLL, Deepest sympathy isexpressed to John Carroll on the death ofhis sister Mary. From Mick Hanley, JoeLynch and Seán O�Neill, LimerickDALY, Sincere sympathy extended toStephen Daly, Tyrone on the death of hismother. From An Árd Comhairle, SinnFéin PoblachtachDALY, Sincere sympathy extended to

Stephen Daly on the death of his mother.From CABHAIR (Irish RepublicanPrisoners Dependant�s Fund).DALY, Sincere sympathy extended toStephen Daly on the death of his mother.From Sinn Féin Poblachtach, Belfast.DALY, Deepest sympathy is extended toStephen Daly on the death of his mother.From Comhairle Átha Cliath andComhairle Laighean.HARRISON, Deepest sympathy isextended to the family of GeorgeHarrison, Patron of Sinn FéinPoblachtach since 1994, who diedrecently in New York. From An ÁrdComhairle, Sinn Féin Poblachtach.HARRISON, Deepest sympathy isextended to the family of GeorgeHarrison who died recently. FromCABHAIR (Irish Republican PrisonersDependant�s Fund).HARRISON, Deepest sympathy isextended to the family, friends, andcomrades of veteran Irish Republican,George Harrison(Mayo/Brooklyn,NY)who passed on October 6. From Patrick

Williams, New Jersey USA.HARRISON, The Executive, Cumannna mBan extend their deepest sympathyto the family of George Harrison whodied recently in New York.HARRISON, Deepest sympathy to thefamily and friends of George Harrison.From Na Mac Giolla Phádraig's as NYC.HARRISON, Condolences to the familyof George Harrison, brave Volunteer ofÓglaigh na hÉireann. Gone but notforgotten.HARRISON, Deepest sympathy isextended to the Harrison family on therecent death of George Harrison. Georgestood firm as a rock, and his characterbore comparison with any of the greatFenian patriots that Ireland has produced.From the Francis Hughes Cumann, SinnFéin Poblachtach, Scotland.HARRISON, Cumann na SaoirseNáisiúnta (the Irish FreedomCommittee) extends our condolences onthe death of George Harrison to hisworldwide friends, fellowrevolutionaries, anti-imperialists and

especially to the Republican Movementin Ireland of which he was a proudPatron.HARRISON, sincere condolences to thefamily and friends who were touched bythe wisdom, generosity andrevolutionary spirit of a true Irish Patriotthat was George Harrison. From Seán ÓLúbaigh, Ohio, USA.HARRISON, Deepest sympathy andrespect is extended to the family andfriends of Veteran Irish Republican,George Harrison who passed on October6. From the Southern Californianmembers of Cumann na SaoirseNáísiúnta (National Irish FreedomCommittee).HARRISON, Deepest sympathy isextended to the family and friends ofVeteran Irish Republican, GeorgeHarrison who passed on October 6.George was a true Republican hero tomyself and countless others, may hismemory serve to inspire many more totake action. From Saerbhreathach MacToirdealbhaigh/Southern California,

USA.HARRISON, Deepest sympathy isextended to the family of GeorgeHarrison. From Vicki Waste, Ontario,Canada.LAVERTY, An Árd Comhairle, SinnFéin Poblachtach extends it deepestsympathy to the family of CharlieLaverty who died recently.LAVERTY, CABHAIR (IrishRepublican Prisoners Dependant�s Fund)extends it deepest sympathy to the familyof Charlie Laverty who died recently inthe USA.LEONARD, Deepest sympathy isextended to the Leonard family on therecent death of Seamus. Tallaght andFermanagh. From Comhairle Átha Cliathand Cumann Wolfe Tone, Tallaght.Ó MAOILMHICHÍL, Sinceresympathy is extended to the ÓMaoilmhichíl family on the death ofGearóid. From An Árd Comhairle, SinnFéin Poblachtach.PHILIPS, Deepest sympathy isextended to Billy Philips on the death of

his mother. From Comhairle Laigheanand Comhairle Átha Cliath. 

DONAGHY � 32nd Anniversary. Inloving memory of my brother JohnDonaghy who died on October 10, 1972.He died as he lived, a true Republican.Always remembered by Eileen and TerryReddan, Limerick.
FOX � 29th Anniversary. In memory ofPaul Fox who gave his life for Ireland onDecember 1, 1975. He died as he lived, atrue Republican. Always remembered byEileen and Terry Reddan, Limerick.
O�SHEA � 6th Anniversary. In memoryof my father Andy O�Shea who diedOctober 1988. A true Republican.Always remembered by Alan and Daniel,Limerick.  

Comhbhrón I gCuimhne



�A BEACON oflight and hopewhich will bewelcomed bythe sufferingpeople of theNorth� washow theC o n n a u g h tTelegraph ofCastlebar, Co Mayo described theOmagh Raid in its issue of October24, 1954.The local newspaper said, �Therecent raid on Omagh MilitaryBarracks will focus world attentionon the Partition of Ireland far moreeffectively than propaganda or thepratings of politicians.�Pacifists and �loyal� Ulstermen will condemnthe raid and howl for the blood of the raiders;sincere Irishmen at home and abroad, while notopenly condemning the exploit, will have nothingbut praise and admiration for the courage anddaring of the youths concerned and sympathy forthe unfortunate men and women who were caughtand now face trial before a bigoted anti-Irish court.�The time has come when it must be admitted,and the fact faced up to, that so long as Britishtroops occupy a portion of Ireland and enforce�law and order� with the baton and gun, just solong will there be unrest here, and just so long willmen sacrifice their liberty and lives if necessary,for the hallowed ideal of a free united country.�Thus it has been for over seven hundred years;thus it is bound to be until the ideal is achieved.�Today many cherish the hope that freedommay be achieved by peaceful negotiations. Theraid on Omagh Barracks demonstrates that manypeople think otherwise.�The unnatural Border is in existence for overthirty years, during which time the people of theNorth have been coerced and bullied into beingBritish subjects.�Thirty years is a long time to be coerced andbullied and persecuted, and regardless of what thepeople of the South may think we imagine that thearmed raid on Omagh Barracks will be welcomedby the suffering people of the North and be as abeacon of light and hope to them in the darkness oftheir misery�.The spirit of the unconquered people of the SixCounties was captured in poetic words and phrasesby the eminent author Benedict Kiely of Omagh.In a report in the Irish Press of November 2, 1954he described the unveiling of a Celtic cross to the1798 martyr Rody McCorley: �There were enough RUC men in the littlestreets of Toome yesterday to fight the battle ofAntrim over again. They were drafted speciallythere to see that the Tricolour was not carried inprocession as the bands and people moved down tothe bridge for the unveiling��Up the narrow street they stepped and sincethere has been no Stormont ban yet on nationalballads they stepped to the music of EithneCarbery�s song and to the stirring music of thesongs about the Mountains of Pomeroy and themen who died in Manchester:�Up the narrow street he steppedSmiling and proud and young,About the hemp rope on his neckHis golden ringlets hung��There was a strained air in the street as theprocession passed the groups of blackconstabulary. But the wind from the Lough and theBann water brought the breath of freedom with itwhen the procession cleared the houses, swungright along the river to the green-mounded placewhere a Celtic cross waited for unveiling, wherethe Tricolour flew above the gathering crowd ofpeople from Antrim, Derry and Tyrone.�The flag was at half-mast waiting for themoment of unveiling. Behind me in the crowd awoman from Washingbay said: �They�ll raise it��And raise it they did under the dull sky whilethe men from Ballinascreen, Brackaghreilly andBaile Mhic Teice, some of them clad against allStormont law in green and gold uniform playedThe Soldier�s Song.�The swollen Bann burst out from the Lough(Neagh) and swilled around the eel weir and thepeople �from farmstead and from fishers cot along

the banks of Bann� stood bareheaded for two silentminutes remembering the dead, remembering the19-year-old boy � Ulster�s Kevin Barry � hangedon that bridge a century and a half since.�The power of tradition there is as strong as theflow of the broad Bann. It was a Father Devlinwho came in 1798 to the young fair-headed boy,McCorley, before they hanged him.�It was a Father Devlin yesterday who, in awonderful speech by the riverside, made the pastlive again and showed us Rody McCorley as helived on, not in scholarly records, but in the livingtraditions of the people.�Eithne Carbery in 1898 caught up thosetraditions and turned them into a song that has keptthe name of Rody McCorley alive.�Father Devlin went further back and gave hislisteners the Rody McCorley who has lived on instory and ballad by the bearths of the Loughshorepeople:�In sweet Duneane this youth was born andreared up tenderly�.�There were people from Duneane thereyesterday by the bridge of Toome, and people toofrom �sweet Drumawl�, where according totradition Rody McCorley lived happily among hisPresbyterian neighbours.�Farewell unto you, sweet Drumawl,If in you I had stayed,Among the Presbyterians I would not have been betrayed�.�His body was buried by the riverside by themen who killed him. Years later when a newbridge was being built, the bones were discoveredand reinterred in sweet Duneane.�The Celtic cross by the riverside, theLoughshore men, bareheaded as the flag wasraised, proved the indestructibility of a memorycherished by a people who love freedom�,Benedict Kiely�s report concluded.It was just two weeks after the Omagh Raid anda new spirit was abroad. The monument to RodyMcCorley still stands �on the Bridge of Toometoday�, in 2004.Meanwhile not all organs of opinion took thestand of the Connacht Telegraph in favour of theaction at Omagh on October 17. The Irish Times inan editorial the following day called it �a gravedisturbance of the public peace� and was �a signalfailure to advance the day of a united Ireland�.It went on: �The real harm is to the Governmentin power in the Twenty-Six Counties whichinevitably is charged�with the provision of, atleast, negative aid and comfort to the instigators.�Let it be granted that any Republican (sic)regime which should co-operate positively in thedetection and punishment of IRA activists in theSix Counties would endanger its own prospects ofsurvival!� At least the Times recognised the levelof support for what had happened. It continued, �An explicit re-statement ofParliament�s sole and sovereign authority in thisregard (dealing with the problem of partition)might clear the air against an occasion when it willbe impossible to stand aloof any longer�.In other words, state your position in LeinsterHouse now against the day when British threatswill force you to crack down on Republicans.A mere ten days later the Leinster Housepoliticians took the hint. A motion had been on theOrder Paper there since June in the name ofDeputy Jack McQuillan. (Roscommon) calling forthe right of audience in Leinster House for the

elected representatives of the Six Counties.A debate was initiated based on this motionwhich was used by Fine Gael and Fianna Fáil tocondemn the use of force against the Britishoccupation forces in Ireland.John A Costello as head of government andÉamon de Valera as leader of the opposition werein complete agreement in this regard.The Labour Party deputies were left to a freevote with Dan Desmond, Chairman, as their chiefspokesperson.The Irish Independent of October 29 tells us�the House was crowded� and in the DistinguishedStrangers Gallery were the British Ambassador,the US Ambassador and Eddie MacAteer (Derry)Stormont MP.The motion was, of course, defeated by 100votes to 21. With the combined Fine Gael-FiannaFáil vote was the Clann na Talún Deputy MichaelDonnellan (North Galway).For were 21, made up as follows: Labour � 15Deputies Casey, Corish, Davin, Desmond, Dunne,Everett, Keyes, Kyne, Leary, McAuliffe, MPMurphy, Norton, Mrs O�Carroll, Pattison, J Tully.Clann na Talún 2 - Finucane (Kerry), O�Hara(Mayo). Clann na Poblachta 2 � Seán MacBride(Dublin SW) and John Tully (Cavan).Independents 2 � McQuillan and Maguire (Sligo-Leitrim).Mr Costello made a long speech in which hetwice indicated his worries about Sinn Féin peoplebeing elected in the Six Counties.The Independent quotes him: �The positionwas, however, that there was no unity among thenationalists and there were the Sinn Féinrepresentatives who had repudiated (sic) theDublin Parliament and who said it did not exist(sic).�The passing of Mr McQuillan�s motion wouldnot affect the position of Sinn Féin�. The �DublinParliament� certainly did not exist as regards thepeople of the Six Counties and Costello and deValera joined in a vote that day to keep it so!Seán McBride, who had through Clann naPoblachta during the summer got Liam Kellyelected to the Dublin Seanad while he was inBelfast Jail, said �isolated acts of violence in theSix Counties were not likely to further the ultimateunity of the country�.He went on: �Partition was imposed on thisnation by Britain and only existed today by thepolitical, economic and military support given to itby Britain�.He blamed those in Leinster House �becauseover the past 30 years they had lacked leadershipin the matter of Partition�.Seán Dunne (Labour) said that in the last coupleof months there had been a stirring ofRepublicanism and Nationalist opinion, generatedby the actions of brave young men in Armagh andOmagh.Ben Maguire (Ind) said that neither theTaoiseach nor Mr de Valera had any solution andthey had no message of hope to send to thenationalists in the Six Counties.(Note: Seán Dunne had been an internee in theCurragh Camp in the 1940-45 period and BenMaguire represented a Border constituency, as didJohn Tully.)  In reply, the Army Council of Óglaigh nahÉireann circulated a four page folder (A4 size)throughout Ireland during November. It washeaded �Irish Resistance to British Aggression�

and it stated the Republican case.The �elected representatives� of the Irish peoplehad condemned the 1916 Rising it said and hadcheered in the British House of Commons at thenews of the execution of the leaders. They laterdenied they did but the record stood.It quoted Lloyd George�s letter to EdwardCarson dated May 29, 1916, in regard to thepromised Home Rule:�My dear CarsonI endorse Greer�s draft propositions. We mustmake it clear that at the end of the provisionalperiod Ulster does not, whether she wills it or not,merge in the rest of Ireland.Ever sincerelyD. Lloyd George.Will you show it to Craig?�There was to be a �clean cut� of six countiesfrom Ireland forever. Lloyd George�s secret pledgeto the Unionist leaders of permanent partition wasgiven while he was a minister acting on behalf ofthe British Cabinet.In December 1916 he became Prime Minister ofEngland until 1922. (Carson published the text ofthis secret letter in 1924.)The IRA pamphlet concluded: �Thedispassionate, logical conclusion to be drawn fromthe history of the two countries (Ireland andEngland) is that Ireland can only achieve unity andfreedom when the whole people of Ireland tell theBritish Army to get out or be driven out�.Issued by the Army Council, the pamphletappears from its wording to have been penned bythe man who was then chairperson of that body,Tómas MacCurtáin of Cork.The annual Ard-Fheis of Sinn Féin was held inDublin on November 6 and 7 and was soenthusiastic as would be expected in 1954. An t-Úachtarán, Tomás Ó Dubhghaill in his addresssaid that the continued presence of the Britishoccupation forces was an act of war against theIrish Nation.�Their presence is an insult and a challenge tothe Irish people. Thank God we still have youngmen willing and able to take up that challenge andanswer it in the only way England has everunderstood.�There was an atmosphere of confidence andhope in the future. Republican actions on themilitary front had been complemented by morewidespread Sinn Féin activity and the decision tocontest all twelve seats in the forthcomingWestminster elections in the Six Counties hadgiven all members an immediate task whichdemanded considerable work.Ten days before the Ard-Fheis a constituencyconvention of Sinn Féin delegates met at Kanturk,Ardboe, Co Tyrone to select a candidate for mid-Ulster. According to the Irish Press of October 28it unanimously selected Tom Mitchell, one of theOmagh prisoners.  He was proposed by Joseph Mary PlunkettCumann, Pomeroy and seconded by Tom WilliamsCumann, Moneymore, Co Derry.The Irish Independent of November 15 reportedthat a Sinn Féin convention in Newry had selectedKevin O�Rourke of Killaney, Banbridge, CoDown to contest the South Down constituency.Kevin O�Rourke was a prisoner in Belfast Jailawaiting trial on arms charges.The Ard-Fheis passed a resolution ofappreciation for the generous gesture of the CIEworkers who visited their two comrades in BelfastJail and who undertook to collect funds to supporttheir families while they remained there.Also appreciated was the action of the NationalCycling Association for their gesture towardsPhilip Clarke, another Omagh prisoner and one oftheir members.Meanwhile in New York Fr Liam Pilkingtonwas honoured at a dinner sponsored by Clann naGael and IRA Veterans of America. He wasreturning to the mission fields of Africa but heremained faithful to the All-Ireland Republic, hesaid.A native of Sligo, Fr Pilkington had beenGeneral Officer Commanding the Third WesternDivision, IRA during the Black-and-Tan and FreeState Wars.(More next month. Refs: An t-ÉireannchAontaithe/The United Irishman, November andDecember 1954; Irish Press, November 2, October28; Connaught Telegraph, October 24; IrishTimes, October 18; Irish Independent, October 29,November 15.)
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50Years Ago

REACTION TO OMAGH RAID

� Part of the heavily-armed RUC and British army convoy which brought the OmaghRaid prisoners to and from jail in Belfast.



WHAT follows are documents I
received anonymously that were
copied from a classified file of

the Federal Bureau of Investigation by a
decent FBI special agent sympathetic to
Irish American activists.

In his transmittal letter he states: �I
retyped most of the documents. You will
note that the confidential/national security
denials are in caps.� I am told the agent
passed away recently and these documents
may now be published without harm to
him.

The documents date from September
1973 to February 1975. the contents speak
for themselves, but clearly show the fears
Dublin, London and Washington have of
the Republican Movement and its US
supporters. That fear is current as
evidenced by visa denials and the
designation of Republican Sinn Féin as a
�foreign terrorist organisation�.� Peadar Mac Fhínín

****
MEMO: 9/6/73
TO: Director, FBI
FROM: Attaché, US Embassy, Dublin
SUBJECT: Recent visit to Ireland by

Dr F Burns-O�Brien
SUBJECT WAS IN IRELAND FOR

THREE WEEKS RECENTLY AND WAS
FOLLOWED BY THE ISB. HE STAYED
AT THE HOMES OF DAVID
O�CONNEL AND RUAIRÍ Ó
BRÁDAIGH, BOTH ALLEGED
MEMBERS OF THE IRA ARMY
COUNCIL. SUBJECT IS CLOSE TO
THE ABOVE AND ENDORSES THEIR
POLICIES WHENEVER ASKED. 

SUBJECT WENT NORTH AND
RUC WATCHED HIS MOVEMENTS
AND HE WAS IN CONTACT WITH A
SEAN KENNAN AND MAIRE
DRUMM, THE LATTER VICE-
PRESIDENT OF SINN FÉIN. RUC LOST
TRACK OF HIM FOR TWO DAYS AND
HE APPEARED LATER IN THE
COMPANY OF KENNAN AND Ó
BRÁDAIGH.

BACK IN DUBLIN, THEY MET UP
WITH CODEL MARIO BIAGGI, AN
UNABASHED SUPPORTED OF THE
IRA. A PRESS CONFERENCE WAS
HELD WHERE CODEL BIAGGI AND
BURNS-O�BRIEN ENDORSED THE
CAMPAIGN OF SINN FEIN. BIAGGI
WAS EFFUSIVE IN HIS PRAISE
CALLING THE LEADERS HIS
PERSONAL FRIENDS.

THE IRISH AND BRITISH
GOVERNMENT WORK TOGETHER
TO REFUTE ANY FAVOURABLE
STATEMENTS BY ANY u.s OFFICIAL
AND THE FACT MANY
CONGRESSMEN BACK SINN FEIN IS
TROUBLING. BIAGGI AND BURNS-
O�BRIEN HAVE BEEN CONDEMNED
BY THE IRISH GOVERNMENT FOR
ASSOCIATING WITH MEN OF
VIOLENCE.

BURNS-O�BRIEN SAID
RECENTLY THE IRISH
GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE THE
MEN OF VIOLENCE AND THEY
WOULD HAVE THE SUPPORT OF THE
IRISH AMERICAN COMMUNITY. HE
CALLED THEM GUTLESS COWARDS
WHO SHOULD BE FIGHTING THE
BRITISH LIKE THE AMERICANS OF
1776.

HE SAID DUBLIN IS PART OF THE
PROBLEM NOT PART OF THE
SOLUTION THEREBY
NECESSITATING THE IRISH IN
AMERICA HELPING THOSE WHO
WANT A UNITED IRELAND. DUBLIN
HAS ABANDONED THOSE IT CLAIMS
AS CITIZENS. SUBJECT IS VERY
HOSTILE TO THE DUBLIN
GOVERNMENT AS IS CODEL BIAGGI.

THIS TYPE ACVITITY IS VERY
TROUBLESOME TO THE STATE
DEPARTMENT WHO MAINTAIN
CLOSE RELATIONS WITH THE U.K.
AND DUBLIN, THE FORMER
BECAUSE OF THEIR BEING NATO
PARTNERS. THE SITUATION IN
BRITAIN�S BACKYARD IS A THREAT

T O

NATO.Note.  �NATO partners� and �Britain�s
backyard� (last paragraph) � Editor.

****
LETTER: November,,1973
FROM: Secretary of State, Henry

Kissinger
TO: Senator Barry Goldwater
WE WERE MADE AWARE THAT

YOU ATTENDED A CONGRESSIONAL
RECEPTION RECENTLY FOR  A
RUAIRÍ Ó BRÁDAIGH AND OTHERS
SPONSORED BY THE MAJORITY
LEADER, THOMAS P. O�NEILL, AND
ATTENDED BY MANY
CONGRESSMEN AND SOME
SENTAORS. WE HAVE RECEIVED
CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE
BRITISH EMBASSY WHO WERE
ALARMED BY THE EVENT.

THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT
BELIEVE THAT MR ÓBRÁDAIGH IS
CONNECTED WITH THE
PROVISIONAL IRA TERRORIST
GROUP. HE IS PRESENTLY
PRESIDENT OF SINN FÉIN. THEY
WANT THE STATE DEPARTMENT TO
MAKE SENATORS AND
CONGRESSMEN AWAREWHO THESE
PEOPLE ARE AND THAT THEIR
SUPPORTERS ARE UNDER
INVESTIGATION BY THE FBI.

THE EVENT WAS ALSO
SPONSORED BY THE IRISH
NATIONAL CAUCUS ON BEHALF OF
THE IRISH COMMUNITY WHO PAID
FOR THE EVENT. MANY PEOPLE ARE
INNOCENTLY TAKEN IN FOR THE
BEST OF INTENTIONS AND THE
DEAPRTMENT IS AR YOUR SERVICE
FOR ANY BRIEFING YOU MAY
REQUEST ON IRISH MATTERS.

****
MEMORANDUM: NOVEMBER

1973
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI
FROM: SECRETARY OF STATE
SUBJECT: IRISH NATIONAL

CAUCUS/RUAIRÍ Ó BRÁDAIGH
IRISH EMBASSY CONTACTED

FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE,
US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
ABOUT TESTIMONY TO BE GIVEN
BY MR Ó BRÁDAIGH, PRESIDENT OF
SINN FÉIN REGARDING ALLEGED
HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES BY THE
IRISH GOVERNMENT AGAINST
REPUBLICAN PRISONERS.
SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIRMAN
TAKING EVIDENCE WAS DONALD
FRASER OF MINNESOTA.

THEY REQUESTED CHAIRMAN
FRASER DROP Ó BRÁDAIGH AS A
WITNESS. MR FRASER REFUSED
AND THEY APPEALED TO THE STATE
DEPARTMENT. WE INFORMED WE
COULD NOT PRESSURE CONGRESS.
THEY WERE ANGRY. HE TESTIFIED
AND HIS VIEWS WERE DAMAGING
TO THE IRISH GOVERNMENT.

THEY HAVE ASKED USDS TO
DENY ANY FUTURE VISAS TO Ó
BRÁDAIGH AND HIS COLLEAGUES.
IRISH USDS THAT HE IS PRESIDENT
OF A LEGAL POLITICAL PARTY BUT
AS A TACTIC, THEY DO NOT
DISTINGUISH BETWEEN IT AND THE
PROSCRIBED IRISH REPUBLICAN
ARMY AND HAVE CHARGED THE
ENCARCERATED SINN FEIN
MEMBERS OF THE WORD OF A
SENIOR POLICE OFFICIAL THAT
THEY TOO ARE IRA MEMBERS.

IT APPEARS WHEN
CONVENIENT, THE IRISH
GOVERNMENT DO NOT
DISTINGUISH BETWEEN THEM AND
FOR VISA PURPOSES THEY
REQUEST WE DO THE SAME.

Ó BRÁDAIGH WAS
ACCOMPANIED TO THE HEARING
BY IRISH NATIONAL CAUCUS
LEADER, DR FRED BURNS�O�BRIEN
WHO HAD SUGGESTED THAT THE
COMMITTEE SEEK OUT MR Ó

BRÁDAIGH�S VIEWS.
WE WANT TO MAINTAIN GOOD

RELATIONS WITH THE IRISH
GOVERNMENT SO WE WILL
SERIOUSLY CONSIDER THEIR
REQUEST REGARDING FUTURE
VISAS. WE WANTED TO KEEP THE
BUREAU INFORMED.Note: �As a tactic� (paragraph 3) and
�when convenient� (paragraph 4). � Editor.

****
LETTER: DECEMBER, 1973
FROM: SENATOR BARRY

GOLDWATER
TO: SECRETARY OF STATE

KISSINGER
HENRY, THANK YOU FOR YOUR

RECENT LETTER REGARDING THE
RECEPTION FOR ME RUAIRÍ Ó
BRÁDAIGH ET AL. I RECEIVED
MANY LETTERS AND PHONE CALLS
FROM PEOPLE INA RIZONA WHO
ASKED ME TO MEET WITH MR
ÓBRÁDAIGH WHILE HE WAS IN
WASHINGTON.  THE RECEPTION
SEEMED AN APPROPRIATE PLACE
TO SEE HIM.

THE IRISH ARIZONIANS
CONSIDER HIM A HERO AND HOLD
HIM IN THE HIGHEST REGARD.
THEY TOLD ME HE IS OPPOSED TO
BRITISH RULE IN IRELAND LIKE WE
OPPOSED THEM DURING OUR
REVOLUTION WHICH THEY POINT
OUT WAS FAR MORE VIOLENT THAN
THE PRESENT STRUGGLE OVER
THERE.

I MET SOME FINE IRISH
AMERICANS AT THE RECEPTION,
MANY OF WHOM WERE AMERIAN
SERVICE VETERANS WHO RISKED
THEIR LIVES FOR THIS COUNTRY. I
AM NOT GOING TO JUDGE THE
METHODS OF THE IRISH HOW THEY
DEAL WITH THE BRITISH.

THE FOUNDER OF
CONSERVATISM WAS AN IRISHMAN,
EDMUND BURKE, WHOSE
PHILOSOPHY WAS KEEP ALL THAT
IS GOOD AND CHANGE THAT WHICH
IS NOT. EVIDENTLY, THE IRISH
FIGHTERS THINK CHANGE IS
NEEDED.

THOSE PEOPLE I TALKED WITH
DO NOT ADVOCATE VIOLENCE BUT
THEY ARE NOT GOING TO MAKE A
JUDGEMENT ON THOSE WHO HAVE
TO LIVE IN CONDITIONS THAT ARE
OFFENSIVE.

PERHAPS THE DEPARTMENT
COULD ASSIST IN A SOLUTION THAT
WOULD GAIN FOR THE PEOPLE OF
IRELAND THE FREEDOM WE ENJOY.
THIS IS CONSISTENT WITH OUT
FOUNDING.

I MET A DR FRED BURNS-
O�BRIEN WHO IS CONNECTED TO
THE IRISH NATIONAL CAUCUS TO
WHICH MANY OF MY
CONSTITUENTS BELONG. I THINK
HE WOULD BE A GOOD SOURCE FOR
YOU.

I HATE TO BE IGNORANT, SO I
INTEND TO LEARN MORE ABOUT
THE IRISH FIGHT FOR FREEDOM.
THE IRISH ARE GREAT FIGHTERS. I
HAD MANY WITH ME IN MY
MILITARY SERVICE. THEY ARE
GOOD TO HAVE AT YOUR BACK.

****
LETTER: JANUARY 1974
FROM: SECRETARY OF STATE
TO: BRITISH FOREIGN OFFICE
THE ACTIVITY OF THE IRISH

AMERICAN COMMUNITY IN THE
UNITIED STATES CONGRESS IS
BAASED ON THE FACT OF THEIR
USE OF A BLOCK VOTE IN EACH
INDIVIDUAL CONSTITUENCY. IT
WOULD NOT BE A GOOD STRATEGY
TO OPPOSE THE CONSTITUENTS
WHO HAVE VOTES, BUT A BETTER

APPROACH IS TO HAVE
GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES
OF YOUR GOVERNMENT MAKE
REGULAR VISITS TO CONGRESS
AND PRESENT POSITIVE POINTS OF
GOVERNMENT POLICY.

WE IN THE DEAPRTMENT WILL
BE HAPPY TO ASSIST YOUR
EFFORTS AND WILL GIVE POSITIVE
REINFORCEMENT TO YOUR
EFFORTS. EACH INCIDENT OF
VIOLENCE SHOULD BE
EMPHASIZED BY REPORTS TO EACH
CONGRESSIONAL OFFICE. IT IS BEST
TO TAKE A POSITIVE APPROACH.

IN TRUTH, THE IRISH
GOVERNMENT FEARS THE IRISH
AMERICANS AND ARE GOING TO
SEND PEOPLE TO CONFRONT THEM
BECAUSE IT APPEARS THAT THEY
ARE PASSIVE ON THE ISSUE AND
EVEN CALLED PRO-BRITISH, THEY
WILL DO THE POLITICAL ATTACKS
YOU NEED TO AVOID.

LET US SET US A LAISON ON
THIS ISSUE BETWEEN OUR
DEPARTMENTS.

HENRY KISSINGERNote: �They [the Dublin government]
will do the political attacks you [the British
government] need to avoid.� �Each
incident of violence should be emphasized
. . .� � Editor.

****
MEMO: 11/74
TO: SECRETARY OF STATE,

WASHINGTON, DC
FROM: AMERICAN EMBASSY,

LONDON/BELFAST
SUBJECT: IRISH CAUCUS
Request any available info on group

called �Irish Caucus�. (This may be an
abbreviation of full title.) Mr Seán Walsh
who identified himself as Executive
Director of �Irish Caucus�, accompanied
congressional delegate Wolff on visit to
Ireland November 14-17. Organization
was described as a group coordinating
activities of several leading Irish-American
organizations.

Walsh had arranged for Sinn Féin/IRA
leader Ruairí Ó Brádaigh to meet CoDel
Wolff and assist in arranging his program.
IRISH SPECIAL BRANCH INFORMS
US DR FRED BURNS�O�BRIEN
JOINED THEM AND SB FOLLOWED
THEM TO MEETINGS WITH
ALLEGED IRA LEADERS. THEY
SUSPECT THEY TALKED ABOUT
VISA ISSUE.

****
TELETYPE: 12/74
CIA/EUR/NE Approved
TO: American Embassy, Dublin
INFO: American Embassy, London
FROM: Secretary of State, Wash, D.C.
Subject: IRISH NATIONAL

CAUCUS (ref. Dublin 1668)
Irish National Caucus is new Group in

Washington WITH CLOSE TIES TO THE
PROVISIONAL IRA; SB DUBLIN, MI5
LONDON LAISON. Executive Director is
Seán Walsh; Fred Burns-O�Brien, regular
contributor to The Irish People,
Provisional IRA newspaper published in
New York, is Information Director.

The Caucus is described on November
23 issue of The Irish People as consisting
of five committee members from five
different organizations which in turn claim
to represent at least 31different Irish-
American organizations.

Committee members are listed as Jack
Keane, National President of the Anciet
Order of Hibernians, Brendan McCusker,
Chairman of the Executive of Irish
Northern Aid Committee (Provisional IRA
fundraising front in US), Bridget
Brannigan of Irish American Legal Aid
Association, Mark Barrett representing
Committee for Ulster Justice and Ted
Gleason Representing Longshoremen�s
Association.

ACCORDING TO THE FBI, THERE
HAVE BEEN ALLEGATIONS AGAINST
GLEASON THAT HE ASSISTED IRS
GUN-RUNNING OUT OF NEW YORK
TO IRELAND USING ILA WORKERS
AND LABOR CONTACTS IN
IRELAND.

HE IS ALLEGED TO HAVE TIED
TO ORGANIZED CRIME. A LEADER
OF ILA IS ANTHONY SCOTTO SON-
IN-LAW OF ALBERT ANASTASIA

(MURDER INCORPORATED).
O�BRIEN AND WALSH HAVE MET
SCOTTO. 

HE ARRANGED TWO LOANS FOR
THE INC WITH A BANK ALLEGEDLY
CONTROLLED BY THOSE BELIEVED
TO BE MEMBERS OF AN ORGANIZED
CRIME FAMILY. THIS ASSOCIATION
MUST BE SCRUTINIZED AND GIVES
A NEW PERSPECTIVE.

Further info will be sent pending
results of FBI investigation.

Signed; Kissinger
****
MEMO: 12/23/74
TO: Director, FBI
FROM: Legal Attache, London
SUBJECT: Irish National Caucus
WE HAVE MET WITH MI5 AND

THEY HAVE BEEN WATCHING THE
INC PEOPLE IN NORTHERN IRELAND
AND THEIR OPERATIVES IN
IRELAND ARE MONITORING
MOVEMENTS THERE.

SEÁN W. WALSH, EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR, DR FRED BURNS-
O�BRIEN, INFORMATION DIRECTOR,
HAVE MADE NUMEROUS TRIPS TO
IRELAND, MEETING ALMOST
EXCLUSIVELY WITH THE
PROVISIONAL IRA/SINNFÉIN
LEADERS AND STAYING IN THEIR
HOMES. THEY ARE PLANNING
EFFORTS TO GET VISAS FOR THE
REPUBLICAN LEADERS WHO HAD
THEM REVOKED. 

THEY HAVE THE SUPPORT OF
MANY CONGRESSMEN. IN WALSH
LETTER ENCLOSED IT APPEARS
THEY ARE MONITORING US. THEY
MAY HAVE AN FBI MEMBER. THIS
MUST BE CRITINIZED. WALSH AND
BURNS-O�BRIEN APPEAR TO HAVE
IDENTICAL WRITING STYLE.
LATTER IS THE WRITER.

The bureau is requested to make this
information available to WFO to assist in
their investigation. Copy this to New York
Field Office.Note: �MI5 . . .  watching the INC
people in Northern Ireland and their
operatives in Ireland [26 Counties?] are
monitoring movements there.� � Editor.

****
MEMO: JANUARY 1975
TO: FBI HEADQUARTERS,

WASHINGTON, D.C.
FROM: US CUSTOMS, INTERNAL

AFFAIRS
SUBJECT: FRED BURNS-O�BRIEN
Subject has been appointed to the

President�s Commission on Amnesty at the
White House by President Ford. We will be
monitoring him to insure he does not use
his position to help his friends in Ireland.
He is in the section considering cases of
military desertion and  AWOL matters due
to his JAG experience and familiarity with
the U.S. Code of Military Justice.

THE MERE FACT HE HAS BEEN
TO IRELAND AND APPEARED IN
PUBLIC WITH SINN FÉIN LEADERS
AND ENDORSED THEIR VIEWS IS A
POINT OF CONCERN BECAUSE OF
WHAT IT MIGHT IMPLY, BUT THIS IS
NOT ANY VIOLATION, BUT IMPLIES
THE WRONG CONCLUSIONS THAT A
WHITE HOUSE AIDE IS CLOSE TO
IRISH REPUBLICANS.

****
AIRTEL: 1/28/75
TO: Director, FBI
FROM: Legat, London
SUBJECT: Irish National Caucus
BRITISH INTELLIGENCE

BELIEVES INC IS MERELY A
POLITICAL FRONT GROUP TO PUT A
BETTER FACE ON THE
IRA/SINNFÉIN. THEY ARE
CONCERNED BY SUCCESS TO DATE
OF INC. GROUP THREATENS THE
GOOD RELATIONS THE BRITISH
GOVERNMENT HAVE HAD
HISTORICALLY WITH THE
CONGRESS.
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Republican GardenBundoranTHE Committee & Trustees of Republican Garden is pleased toannounce that work has started on the Garden over the last fewweeks. Special Appeal for FundsIn remembrance1973 Volunteer Paddy Carty, Bundoran, Dungannon1973 Dermot Crowley, Cork City1973 Sean Loughran, Dungannon1984 Antóine Mac Giolla Bhrighde, Magherafelt1984 Ciaran Fleming, Derry CityThe Hunger Strikers who died 1974 -1981Those who are being remembered all had some connectionswith Bundoran, Ballyshannon, Donegal, Leitrim & Sligo Areas.To complete the Garden it will cost �30,000, so we are askingyou to give a donation please to any of the names listed below:Chairperson: Joe O' NeillVice Chairperson: Jimmy McElhinneyTreasurers: Mick Cullen & Joe DillonJoint Secretaries:Mary O'Neill & Phyllis CullenTrustees: Pat Barry, Ann Sheerin, Martin McGrath, DeclanCurneen, Séamus McGowan, Thomas Kelly and Mary Ward.
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� Work has begun on the Republican Garden in Bundoran, Co Donegal.

16 Saoirse-Irish Freedom � Samhain/November 2004

HALLOWEEN is a timewhen custom has it, thedead rise up and for onenight of the year can visit againthe places they knew in life.This year I had a particularlyfrightening experience. Before I begin, I shouldpoint out that prior to thisincident I had no belief in thesupernatural. For me there hasalways been the firm convictionthat for every circumstancethere is an empiricalexplanation. Regardless of howoutlandish and unexplainableany phenomenon may appearthere is always an explanation.That belief was shattered on thenight of October 30, 2004.For me the evening startedas any other. An aperitif beforedinner.   (lobster � shaken notstirred) followed by custard anddigestive biscuits crumbledover the top. As usual my wifethanked me for preparing

dinner and went off to bingo.My plans for the evening weresimple. Couch dragged to themiddle of the living room floor,six-pack of Guinness in onehand and the television remotein the other. My photographic memoryis useful on such occasions.One short glance at thetelevision fixtures and anevening of channel-flicking canlast for hours.It was clear from the outsetthe television companies haddecided to mark this day byshowing innumerable horrorfilms modern and ancient. Mary Shelley�sFrankenstein was showing on anumber of channels. TheMummy sprang up from time totime and every now and again ascream echoed round mylivingroom. (I have aparticularly nervous dog, abreed of a collie mixed up with

some genes from a slightlyneurotic poodle). The eveningwas shaping up nicely andunder normal circumstances Iwould have been asleep with 15minutes. It was then ithappened.A flick of the remote andthere it was, the ghost of TomHartley. Larger than life andstrolling casually amongthousands of headstones. Thelast time I saw Tom he wasleaving the Garden ofRemembrance in Dublin havinghonoured the British soldierswho spent hundreds of yearsmurdering my friends andrelations. From there hedisappeared for some years(presumably to the ProvisionalValhalla where their fallenheroes go). What was a shock suddenlyturned to horror as I noticedTom�s Ghost was accompaniedby a familiar ghoul, yes, it was

David Irvine, bomb disposalexpert extraordinaire andapparently, like Tom Hartley, aman who feels the need toexplore his inner feelings byvisiting France and walkingamong the graves of deadIrishmen. IN the case of David Irvinethis is perhapsunderstandable. David hasalways been fascinated with theprospect of walking knee-deepin dead Irishmen, but what wasTom doing there?Well, I turned up thevolume and listened carefully. Itseems that Tom and many otherformer Republican activistshave suddenly discovered thatthey are much morecomfortable talking aboutBritain�s colonial wars inEurope than their presence onIrish soil at this time. Irishmen who died ninetyyears ago can be described as

having been exploited byBritain whereas those who diedfighting the British in recentyears here in Ireland might wellappear to be exploited by thepoliticians who are beingelected to represent nationalismand do so by creeping to armsdumps in the middle of thenight accompanied by Britain�sman de Chastalain. Of course all horror storieshave to have a happy endingand this one was no exception.The final scene was that ofthe two former enemies (nowoverweight and ten years fromqualifying for their pensions)walking into the sunsetsomewhere on the WesternFront, obviously talkingamiably to each other as thethousands of headstonescovering those who had reallyfought, and really died, andwere really buried there,reflected the sun�s last rays up

the back passages of both men.It may have been just me, butfor a second it was as though agentle ejaculatory fart emanatedfrom the posterior of both menas an old British armymarching-song rang across thebattlefield one last time.Oh we�re the ConnaughtRangersThe boys who fear nodangersWe are the ConnaughtRangersGet up ye bastards andfight.I can�t wait �til next yearwhen Gerry Adams visits IwoJima and John Wayne explainsto him how an Irish cameramanhelped him win the war againstJapan. As Obi Wankenobe puts itso concisely,�May the fart be with you�  
� Mac Cool

Ghouls, Ghosts and Bogey Men


