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REPUBLICAN NEWS

Hunger-mlke |mm|nent as Brits refuse
to implement ‘step by step’ settlement

On the
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THE SITUATION inside the H-Blocks has drastically revertsd
with the stu bnmnm-lofmmmm:d mnwntnnk-ll:'- s
settiement, which they themsaives pro|
w‘m"rhu tide a' militancy in reaction to this, by the blanket men, [
stratod by lack of progress, resulted in the smashing of cell fumiture
on Tuesday night, and has now brought the men to the brink of another
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ﬁ 1921 — DRUMCONDRA AMBUSH On 21 January 1921 the IRA laid 1981 — CRISIS IN THE PRISONS Since 1976 hundreds of Irish ﬁ
ey an ambush for British forces at Drumcondra, Dublin. The target was a republican had d b 1s conditions in the H-Blocks
' ChE RS O lorryload of Black and Tans. At least nine Volunteers were involved. In of Long Kesh and Armagh Women's Prison. They protested against the o P
reswnun the gun battle Volunteer Michael Magee was fatally wounded. Volunteers criminalisation policy of the British government and demanded recognition L " ’a ¥, e 5
s e Frank Flood, Patrick Doyle, Thomas Bryan and Bernard Ryan were of what they were — political prisoners. A hunger strike took place et s
CHAEICVCI W captured, tried and executed in Mountjoy Prison on 14 March. On the between 27 October and 18 December 1980 and ended after apparent i
T, 3), same day Volunteers Patrick Moran and Thomas Whelan were executed, concessions by the British government. But these were reneged upon by
w also in Mountjoy. the British and the prisoners faced the prospect of a second hunger strike. W
Manday | Luan Tuesday | Mairt Wednesday | Ceadaoin Thursday | Déardacia Friday | Asine Saturday | Satnarn Sunday | Domtnach
| M Tears Oy
\ | 1 2 ‘ 3
N ‘
)
| |
\ \ |
e [ I = T s | 2 [ e [
4 5 6 7 8 9 i 10
|
| |
| S i e = — B e —= —_— 3 |
n 12 13 14 15 16 | 17 ‘
| |
“ | ‘
- L e 2| SRRy o ’
T ===
18 ‘lQT 20 21 22| 23 24 |
|
|
2 |
25 26 \ 27 28 29 30 31 ‘
|
3 i
| |
.-




f - AR

A PROCI.AMATIUN

Regulations to be observed under
~ MARTIAL LAW

CORNELIUS MURPHY THOMAS O'BRIEN OAMIEL O'CALLACHAN JOMN LYONS TIMOTHY MeCARTHY PATRICK O'MAMONY

MTWTFS S

v
“se7s 0w
Wz s e
wwmn DM
smvannn

15’ 7 V 16 7 17
|

1921 — Martial law and executions By February 1921 much of Ireland
was under martial law which meant military rule by the British crown
forces. Citizens could be tried by military courts and sentenced to death
for a range of offences. The first such death sentence was on Comelius
Murphy of Ballydaly, County Kerry. He was convicted of possession of a
revolver and ammunition and he was shot by firing squad in Cork Military
Barracks on 1 February 1921. The case of John Allen of Tipperary town
was appealed and the High Court ruled that a state of war existed, thus

Tuesday | Mairt Weanesday | Ceacaomn

justifying the military courts. But as historian Dorothy Macardle noted:
“This decision was interpreted by the British, in spite of intemational
usage and the rulings of the Hague Convention, as enabling them to
execute their p , not as ¢ on those
rights.”

©On 28 February John Allen was executed in Cork as were five other
IRA Volunteers, for possession of arms — Thomas O'Brien, Daniel
O'Callaghan, John Lyons, Timothy McCarthy and Patrick O'Mahony.
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FORMER H-BLOCK 0/C
LEADS NEW FAST
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« Tom Barry
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1981 - Start of Hunger Strike “We have asserted that we are political

10

1921 — Crossbarry The Battle of Crossbarry, County Cork, was one of the
largest engagements between the IRA and British crown forces. Around 100
members of the IRA's West Cork Brigade flying column under the command of

prisoners and everything about our country, our arrests, interrogations,
trials and pnson conditions, show that we are politically motivated and not
by selfish reasons or for selfish ends. As further demonstration of

Tom Barry faced a force of 1,200 British Army and who

on the IRA column to encircle it. Barry spotted a weakness in the British
deployment and laid an ambush at Crossbarry. At least 10 Bntish soldiers were
killed, as well as three IRA Volunteers. The greally outnumbered IRA column
escaped encirclement, making Crossbarry, 19 March 1921, a prime example of
successful guerrilla warfare, recognised as such internationally to this day.

our selflessness and the justness of our cause a number of our comrades,
beginning today with Bobby Sands, will hunger strike to the death unless the
British g 8 its policy and meets our demand

for political status.” — H-Block Prisoners' statement commencing Hunger
Strike, 1 March 1981
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H-Block hunger-striker
IRA Volunteer
Westminster MP
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m 1981 — Bobby Sands elected The death of Frank Maguire MP on An int tion by the P Ci on Human Rights, m

I Ao 5 March 1981 created a vacancy in the Fermanagh-South Tyrone suggested by Fianna Fail Taciseach Charles Haughey, came to TR e
R EN RO constituency. On 26 March Bobby Sands was nominated as a candidate nothing when the Commission visited the H-Blocks but refused to v
> '. ':’ M Sst People from all over Ireland and abroad mobilised to campaign in the support Bobby Sands' request that he meet with them along with o bkt
e n
R e T by-election held on 9 April. Bobby Sands won with 30,492 votes to 29,046  H-Block O/C Brendan McFarlane as well as Danny Morrison and Gerry mwwnnan
umsmoanw
32N for Unionist Harry West. Despite this democratic mandate, British Prime Adams. Bobby Sands said that Haughey had exploited his family to 5 v
—w_ Minister Margaret Thatcher refused to yield to the prisoners’ demands cover his own inactivity. _w_
Monday | Luan Tuesday | Mairt Wednesday | Céadsom Thursday | Déardacin Saturday | Satham
)
o TR = ] s x "‘v*f G e T v |
5 6 v 8| 9 10 n
|
|
o |
|
Gl | e o . = A SRS i =)
12 13 14 15 16 17 18|
|
o
| |
| | e
— — e — e Ea - — !
| 19| 20 21 22 23 24 25
’ v s i 10 e e g R RiEE = s o v L R RS
| 26 27 | 28 29 30 \
| |
e \ 1
J
PSR : i e SR R R O J




Four brave Irish martyrs, who died at intransigent British hands,
for their republican beliefs, in the H-Blocks of Long Kesh prison

 Funerals (clockwise) Sands, Hughes,
McCreesh and O’Hara

May 2021 Bealtain

ﬁ 1981 - Sands, Hughes, McCreesh, O'Hara “Mura bhfuil siad in inmhe show. It is then we'll see the rising of the moon.) — Bobby Sands. m
— an fonn saoirse a scriosadh, ni bheidh siad in inmhe tu féin a bhriseadh On 5 May 1981 Bobby Sands, IRA Volunteer, political prisoner and e
MR vgrEele Ni bhrisfidh siad mé mar ta an fonn saoirse, agus saoirse mhuintir na Fermanagh-South Tyrone MP, died in the prison hospital in Long Kesh UITEwETRPS e
L hEireann i mo chrol. Tiocfaidh l4 éigin nuair a bheidh an fonn saoirse His funeral was one of the largest ever seen in Ireland. That huge public L BLp e
s Ty T seo le taispedint ag daoine go léir na hEireann agus ansin a tchifidh tribute was seen again after the deaths of Francis Hughes (12 May), o P
T muid éiri na gealai.” (If they aren't able to destroy the desire for freedom,  Raymond McCreesh (21 May) and Patsy O'Hara (21 May). With four i T
T they won't break you. They won't break me because the desire for hunger strikers dead, the British govemnment still refused to move in any =
freedom, and the freedom of the Irish people, is in my heart. The day will  way, while the Fianna Fail government in Dublin refused to support the
w dawn when all the people of Ireland will have the desire for freedom to five demands of the prisoners. W
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Manday | Luan

1921 ~ Second Dail Eireann & Partition The local government elections
of 1920 showed that the six North-Eastern counties, proposed to be divided
from the rest of Ireland, were far from uniformly Unionist, with key councils

electing anti-Unionist the British pressed
ahead with the Government of Ireland Act which enforced Partition. In the
General Election of May 1921 Sinn Féin won 130 of the 180 seats in the 32
Counties and convened the Second Dail Eireann. The Unionists elected in the
Six Counties established the Northern Ireland Parliament in Belfast on 7 June
1921. The nationalist minority trapped in the new Orange state were subjected

Tuesday | Mairt Viednesaay | Ceadaoin

REPUBLIC

TWO IRAf
FLEGTED

Criminalisation
continues to crumble

Annual
Bodenstown

Commemoration
Assemble Sallins 215pm

——
THE ELECTION to the Fres State parfiament of two

IRA Voluntsers imprisoned in the H-Blocks, after Bobby
Sands’ watershed victory in Fermansgh and South
Tyrons, has again made it virtually impossible for the

brutal beatings simed st making political prisoners into

t the British right to

y aminaliing Irsh poirtcal

prisoners, thereby make criminal the active pursiit of
Irish freedom.

Crimiratistion twled that

~ew e prin uniform snd

day in September 1976 when
Kieran Nugert wr -~

woed
if in o blanket raiher than

g FEILIRE POBLACHTANACH wusrmierccccoca

e

pogrom,
political imprisonment.
1981 — Kieran Doherty & Paddy Agnew elected A General Election was

held in the 26 Counties on 11 June 1981 and nine H-Block prisoners stood as
candidates. Kieran Doherty, hunger-striker, was elected in Cavan-Monaghan and
Paddy Agnew, protesling political pnsoner, in Louth. Charles Haughey lost the
election, partly due to support that went to the H-Block candidates, and Fianna
Fail never again won an overall majonty. The new Fine Gael/Labour government
of Garret Fitzgerald followed Haughey in refusing to support the five demands.
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* A crowd gathered outside the Mansion House in Dublin, before a
truce was signed, B July 1921

. 1821 ~ Truce The teeor cargegn of Pw FIC. 2w Brtsn Acmy the Bisck and Tans 1981 - Jos McDonnell, Martin Hurson In July 1981 the Insh -
] At Vand laied @ Gulacl e BA or 1 roe T st aorty n retard Commmsion for Justice and Peace (ICJP) became involved in
s o Yoiaa 10 Oy M Guwrvarsd by @ i Ragn . Urce (= stn il preasre ¢ Brtaen and the H-Block crimm The British government s engagement with the ol a—
" aede e nationaily e Both goverrrent ees oo © Te regotanng tatie o Juy Commusion was accompanied by apparent indications of flexibity,

1021 A Truce betwesn Bw A ard Bt Crown koroms was sgresd in Dutén demgned (o impress public opinion. Bul the supposed offer ms

- Marmion House and Geme i effect on 11 Ay The IRA retsned hew anms and were  presentad (0 the prisoners by the ICJP fell far short of thew demands
PR recogiesed s an sy The sl meetng betesen Eamon de Visers for the government  and the prisoners later said that the ICJP had been used by (he 20w et
.- of e Insh Repubic and Lioyd Geaonge (or e British government was held n London British government lo creata the impression (hal a setlement was :
0n 14 July From e stan the Brtish vied 1o el the insh representatives as those of imminent. On 8 July hunger striker Joe McDonnell died, followed by
' panioned ‘Southem irelend only. @ postion reectsd by the Insh side Martin Hurson on 13 July. v
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Sunday 9th August
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BOBBY SANDS, aged 27, Belfast
e Tumsciny 5th tday, after 66 days on hunger strke
WFRANCIS HUGHES, sged 25, South Derry
dind Tumsdey 12th May, ofter 59 doys on hunger-atrike
M RAYMOND McCREESH, aged 24, South Armagh
deed Thorsclay 215t May, after 61 doys on hunger strike
MPATSY O'HARA, aged 24, Derry city
ded Thursdey 215t Moy, after 61 doys on hunger strike
IMJOE McDONNELL, sged 30, Belfast

2 July, after 61 duys on hu

MARTIN HURSON, aged 24, Emt Tyrone
‘dhed Moaday 13th July, after 46 days on Aunger strike

MKEVIN LYNCH, aged 25, North Derry
hed Sanurday 15t August, after 71 days on hungeratrike

MKIERAN DOHERTY, sged 25, Belfast
Sundry i1, after 73 doys on hunger-strike

How many mare?

A =

The funeral of
Micky Devine

S il
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1971 — Internment — Internment without trial was used by Unionist

regimes in every decade since1921. In August 1971 the Unionist
government of Brian Faulkner and the British Tory government of Ted
Heath imposed it again. On the morning of the 9 August the British
Army raided thousands of homes across the Six Counties and arrested
hundreds of men and boys. The raids were accompanied by shoolings
and killings by the British Army, most notably by the Parachute Regiment
which carried out a massacre of civilians in Ballymurphy.
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1981 — Lynch, Doherty, of
the Thatcher government was shown again when they changed

the law to prevent prisoners from standing for election. August

saw four hunger strike deaths - Kevin Lynch (1st), Kieran Doherty
TD (2nd) Tom McElwee (8th) and Mickey Devine (20th). Also on
20th August Owen Carron, who had been election agent for Bobby
Sands, won the F South Tyrone by-election with an
increased majority.
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1971 — The initial internment swoop in August 1971 saw 342 men
and boys arrested and caged without charge or trial. Internees
were held in an old airfield at Long Kesh, outside Lisburn, where
Nissen huts surrounded by barbed wire fences were prepared.
Internees were also held in Magilligan, County Derry, and on the

‘Maidstone’ prison ship moored in Belfast Lough.

As part of the internment swoop named by the British Army as

‘Operation Demetrius’, men were selected for torture using the

‘five techniques’ — hooding, wall-standing in stress positions for

Walkedt”
home in
i.bare feet

e

will it stop?’*
he hooding
' technique

"I kept falling down..."”
““Come on—you'll do:‘..”
Thirty seconds to dress
“You're not going f_o sleep...”

I pf};yed for. s.__fr‘engfh..."'
“Was fed bread and watgr..."”

_Thrqwn from

and batons

helicopter

“Special
Branch
drunk...”

hours, sleep deprivation, white noise and deprivation of food and
water. Interees were also thrown from helicopters only a few

feet from the ground in the belief that they were high in the air.
The case of 14 ‘hooded men’ was pursued internationally and the
European Court found they had been subjected to ‘inhuman and
'. The British has yet to admit its

guﬁl.
Internment without trial continued until 1975, during which time
1,981 people were intemned, 1,874 nationalists and 107 loyalists.
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1981 — End of Hunger Strike In a statement on 4 October 1981 lhe
H-Block prisoners announced the end of the Hunger Strike. They said
that it had been undermined by the intervention of Catholic clerics
with their families, pressurising them to allow medical intervention
when hunger strikers lapsed into unconsciousness. The prisoners

the British government for the deaths of the ten hunger strikers. in the
following weeks and months, the five
by the British. The British policy of criminalising republican prisoners had
been broken. As the prisoners said in their statement

“The hunger strikers by their selflessness, have politicised a

reaffirmed their 1t to the 1t of their five very st section of the Irish nation and exposed the shallow, L
e “by means y and ". They denounced the unprincipled nature of the Irish partitionist bloc. Our comrades have lit » %
political establishment in the 26 Counties and the Catholic hierarchy for with their very lives an eternal beacon which will inspire this nation to
w their attitude to the prison struggle and held them jointly responsible with rise and crush oppression forever..." W
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1981-2021 — THE LEGACY OF PRISON PROTEST AND THE 1981 HUNGER STRIKE:
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policy off completely. The hunger strikers focused the
eyes of the world on the political conflict in Ireland, and

e “The protest by the Blanketmen in the H-Blocks and the our struggle increased in legitimacy both at home and %
' 23 women POWs in Armagh Jail stood as a line of stubborn abroad as a consequence. Britain's hold on Ireland was

Rl e resistance to Britain’s criminali: policy. The i severely weakened...From 1981 to the present day the %

W xn 2D of the men who died on hunger strike all but killed that

legacy of the hunger strike, and the credibility we gained,
has been the bedrock of our strength.”

- The Republican POWSs, H-Blocks Long Kesh, March 1994.
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® The Irish delegation returning from London after the Treaty was
signed on 6 December 1921
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SUPPORT SINN FEIN AND HELP TO
PULL IRELAND TOGETHER AGAIN

© Sinn Féin had a clear mandate to oppose Partition, as this 1920 election poster shows, yet the
Irish delegation in London signed a Treaty that imposed Partition
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1921 Treaty Negotiations between the Dail Eireann representatives and
the Biritish gt i on 6 D 1921 when ‘Articles of
Agreement’ were signed in London, without being referred back to Dublin
as per the negotiators' instructions.

The Treaty kept all of Ireland in the British Empire, made the British
monarch the head of state, allowed key Irish ports to be held by the
British, and provided for the Partition of Ireland into two states — the
26-County ‘Free State' and Six-County ‘Northern Ireland’. The Dail began
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its debate on the Treaty on 14 December. Erskine Childers TD, who was
Secretary to the Irish delegation in London, opposed the Treaty and said:
“The proposals on our side were honourable proposals. They stated in
explicit terms that they demanded the preservation of the independence
of our country, to exclude the King of England and British authority
wholly from our country, and only when that was done, and Ireland
was absolutely free in Irish affairs, to enter an association on free and
honourable terms with Britain..."
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