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IN EXECUTING the UVF leader Lennie Murphy, the ‘Master

Butcher’, on Tuesday evening, the IRA has eliminated a sadistic
killer who claimed his last victim, Joseph Donegan, less than

one month ago.

It has also reaffirmed its ability
to gather intelligence and oper-
ate effectively even in the most
hostile areas.

The IRA has also, in claiming
the killing, reiterated that it has
no part of random sectarian at-
tacks, but will selectively hunt
down, wherever ~ possible, those
who are responsible for, and
actively direct, sectarian onslaughts
against the nationalist community.

The horrific bestiality of the
killings which Murphy and his
associates specialise in cannot be
dismissed as mere criminal de
pravity without recognising the
political motivation behind them.

Their very ferocity and random
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nature was designed to strike terror
in the hearts of the nationalist
people and cow them into sub-
mission.

For that reason, the British
involve themselves in, encourage
and tolerate, to different degrees
at different times, such loyalist
attacks as part of their ‘low in-
tensity operations’ ‘in attempting
to subdue a risen people.

But the frequent method of such
murders, in particularly ferocious
knifings and mutilations, is also
rooted in the British occupation
of Ireland down the years. And it
has been a trade-mark of loy-
alist killings long before the present
decade S

® Lennie Murphy: responsible for the death of over 20 nationalists

The near-ritualistic killings re- :
flect the racist British attitude
which insists on the ‘inferiority’
of those it oppresses. The knife
or hatchet-wielding killers act out
this ‘superiority’ role in attempt-
ing to dehumanise their victims.

Sectarian killings are therefore
personalised political acts aimed at
maintaining loyalist domination.
They are the logical results of
prejudice and refusal to acknow-
ledge Catholics and nationalists
as ‘equal’ human beings.

It i de fostered by
unionist politicians who, posing
as ‘respectable citizens’, make racist
speeches against the nationalist
community.

It is yet another prop of British
rule in lIreland which the [RA
has shown its determination to
destroy.

@ Thousands of people followed the funeral cortege of IRA Volun-
teers Gervais McKerr, Sean Burns and Eugene Toman through Lurgan,
County Armagh last Sunday, after their murder by the RUC the pre-

vious Thursday, \ s ) 5
. " (for 18 story See pages 6.7 and12)

.+ (see also-page 3),




WITH THE opinion polls gi

attempted to trump it.

That is not to say that the
North became an election issue,
it certainly did not. There remains
the total refusal of both parties
to publicly face the issues of
Britain’s oppressive presence — and
their own practical support for
it

The action began on Wednesday
of last week with a speech from
Fianna Fail’s Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Gerry Collins, in which he
accused Garret FitzGerald of allow-
ing himself to be used by the
British to support Prior’s assembly.

Collins referred to a speech by
the Duke of Norfolk in the House
of Lords, after a meeting with
FitzGerald, last July when the
latter was said to see the assembly
as ‘a wonderful step forward’.

KEEP OUT

The following day Haughey:
delivered another attack on Fine
Gael. He told the British to keep
out of the Free State election,
referring to the hints and plugs
for a Garret FitzGerald victory
coming from British politicians
and the British media.

In a speech in Meath, Haughey
boasted:

“We arranged their departure
from our country 60 years ago
and we dont want them coming

g little comfort to Fianna Fail
after one week’s electioneering, the party, with boring inevit-
ability, brushed the dust off its ‘republican’ tag and played
the well-worn nationalist card. And, of course, Fine Gael

Of course, Haughey goes no
further in putting flesh on the
bones of this rhetoric with any
details of his plans to achieve
this ‘freedom and independence’.

Nor does he admit that his
policy on the North still rests on
his ‘special Anglo-Irish relationship’
which collapsed on the Falklands
and which he was desperately
trying to revive even as his govern-
ment fell.

The back-tracking on the Falk-
lands, by the Free State’s abstention
at the United Nations last month
on the Argentinian call for a
resumption of negotiations on the
sovereignty of the Falklands (a
resolution backed by the United
States), is not the kind of thing
Haughey wants to discuss when
looking for the ‘Brits Out’ vote.

REPLY %

Fine Gael has been very aware
of the ‘pro-Brit’ tag they have had
emphasised over the last year or
so, and it is understood that they
have pleaded with the British to
tone down their enthusiastic praise
of FitzGerald during the election
campaign.

But FitzGerald did reply to
Haughey’s attacks and raised the
Falklands issue, with the old
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HAUGHEY LABELS FINE GAEL ‘BRIT-LOVERS®:

The well-worn card

70 Charles Haughey, not able to buy votes on this occasion, is getting desperate for election-winning ideas

ationship”:

“l never thought it was right
to put such trust in the British
government or to turn aside from
the question of improving relation-
ships directly between North and
South.”

But FitzGerald also asserted that
he was not going to make the
North an election issue and would
be devoting just one speech in

of life in embarrassed, mumbling
and meaningless phrases and then
thankfully leaves well enough alone.

However, the controversy flared
up again on Tuesday night this week
when James Prior on tour in the US
announced in advance what FitzGer-
ald would be saying in his speech.
Fianna Fail were again quick to
accuse the Fine Gael leader of sec-
ret plotting with the British.

greatest living republican’ and again V}?/'
gave a ‘FitzGerald’s a Brit’ speech.

Unfortunately for him, some of
his audience spoiled his flow by
raising the issue of the jailed
local councillor Eddie O’Doherty,
Section 31 and the imprisoned
Nicky Kelly.

Haughey’s only answer was to
scream abuse at them, describing

back in 1982. We want aresoundmg

BV KEVIN BUHKE

IF THE MAIN Free State political
parties are offering little choice to the
voters in next Wednesday’s general
election, there is still a good selection
of independents who are taking the op-
portunity to raise important issues at
local level.

The one candidate who has this angle of
local community affairs developed par ex-
cellence is, of course, Tony Gregory him-
self, in Dublin Central, who is certain now to
be deservedly in contest for the poll-topping
position rather than for one of the lower
seats,

But there are others who will be very con-
tent to put their message across, without
coming in contention for a seat, and they will
be looking for as many number ones as possible
from those who feel their particular issue is
one which warrants a sharp reminder to the
established politicians.

TRAVELLER

line that it was not good to upset

the campaign to the matter. It

them as, among other things, :

victory in this election as an in- the British too much if hi is an app! he has ad d in LIVING “fascists’. 5 .’ﬁ,
dication of your support for the was required from themin Ireland.  previous campaigns in the style A hile, Haughey, on Mond: The is cer-
freedom and independence of Ire- But he added, sniping at of a father who tells each son on of this week, had been introduced tainly not up for debate in this
land as a whole.” Haughey’s ‘special Anglo-Irish rel- reaching the age of 13 the facts on to a Waterford platform as ‘the election.

OME REAL ISSUES RAISED

With the nationalist vote well tied up in his
constituency, Neil Blaney in Donegal North-
East seems certain to take his usual seat on
the first count.

And on the broader anti-imperialist front,
the IRSP are putting up just one candidate
in this election, Jim Lane in Cork South-
Central.

They have apparently swung back from a
boycott attitude in the recent Northern
elections to a policy of seat-taking in the
Southern ones. However, the question is
purely hypothetical and Lane will no doubt
settle for an increase in the 550 he got in the
North-Central constituency in February.

MCcALISKEY
The most prominent candidate of this anti-
imperialist area is Bernadette McAliskey who
returns to contest the Dublin North-Central
constituency of Charles Haughey.
Many of her supporters were rather dis-

® NAN JOVCE

©® TONY GREGORY

® BERNADETTE McALISKEY

hysteria earlier this year were

opposed by a combination of travellers and

Perhaps the most !

local resid

comes from one of the most deprived groups
of people and gives a clear indication of their
determination to, at long last, fight for their
rights in an organised fashion.

Nan Joyce, a 41-year-old mother of 11
from Tallaght, is going forward in the Dublin
South-West constituency. She is unique in
being the first traveller to stand in an lIrish
election.

She is supported in her campaign by the
Committee for the Rights of Travellers, which
was formed earlier this year and consists of
both travellers and members of the settled
community. She will be very much dependent
on the Jatter as a source of votes, given that
very few travellers are registered on the elector-
al roll.

Nevertheless, her intervention will be of
interest, particularly in the Tallaght area where
efforts to stir.up almost  racist anti-traveller

FISHERMEN

Also campaigning on an issue recently in the
news are two candidates in south coast con-
stituencies who can be sure of a good-size
protest vote.

Joe O’Shea in Kerry South and John L.
0O‘Sullivan in Cork South-West are both standing
to highlight the sell-out of Irish fisheries.

O'Shea is one of the five fishermen who
were held in Mountjoy last month for herring-
fishing. Their campaigns are also pointing to
the on-shore benefits in employment in process-
ing industries which would result from a
properly planned approach to fishing.

Among independents in the Dublin con-
stituency, who include a number campaigning
on unemployment, are some now regular
campaigners.

Sean . Loftus, the somewhat eccentric en-

win back the seat he held bneﬂy between
June 1981 and February 1982 in Dublin
North-East. He could be one ‘watchdog’
which has had its day.

FEMINIST

In - Dublin South-East, the campaigning
feminist Liz Noonan enters her third contest
and will be aiming this time for another in-
crease in her vote, if only as a result of staying-
power.

In Louth, journalist Aing Ni Ghidhir of
Boyneside Radio seeks to highlight the claims
of independent radio stations and meets the
seasoned electoral disc-jockey Frank Godfrey,
who is also Drogheda-based.

In the north of that same constituency
the independent councillor Michael O’Donnell
will be looking to plck up the nationalist vota
there, He was p in the

is attempting to'

4 with the 2,085 first preferences
she got in February, which left her out of
contention for a seat. But having established
a base in the area she has expressed confidence
that she will improve her position this time
having, as promised, returned to the contest.

LANGUAGE

'Issues being raised without being the focal
point of any particular candidate include the
Irish language.

Eighteen major Irish language and cultural
organisations, including Conradh na Gaeilge,
Combhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann and the GAA,
have urged their members to vote only for
candidates who will initiate positive measures
which will get to grips with the crisis facing
the Irish language.

Y SECTION 31
And Sinn Fein has continued to urge its
members and supporters to lobby all election

election campaign of Paddy Agnew on the
H-Block ticket in June of last year

casting Act.
= 2

on the blatant political censorship
of republicans under Section 31 of the Broad-




IN an obviously well researched and planned operation on Tues-
day night this week, November 16th, the IRA’s Belfast Brigade
tracked down and executed Lennie Murphy, a prominent UVF
assassin and leader of the notorious “Shankill Butchers’, who
were responsible for at least 19 killings during the mid- 70s

The three IRA Volunteers involved in the operation caught
up with Murphy’s Rover saloon car at Forthriver Park in the
Upper Shankill area of Belfast, where he was about to enter his
girlfriend’s house, and two of them opened fire on him with a
9mm sub-machine gun and a .38 Special. Murphy died on the

way to hospital.

The blue van used by the Volunteers — which had neither been
commandeered or stolen, but bought specifically for such an
operatlon some time previously — was abandoned and set on

area of

fire in nearby GI
North Belfast.

Park, a pred: ly

The siting of the abandoned vehicle, and the fact that Lennie
Murphy had recently been involved in internal feuding within
the UVF, led the RUC to concentrate their follow-up activity

in the wrong direction.
And taking fuII d

ge of this confi

Wednesday morning.

ion, the IRA delayed | “~-
ibility for the execution until

et

® Lennie Murphy’s Rover saloon car, after the |RA execution last Tuesday night
e

IRA statement

on execution

IN A STATEMENT issued on Wednesday, the
Belfast Brigade of the IRA said that it had
executed Lennie Murphy the previous night
and continued:

“Lennie Murphy (‘Master Butcher’) has been
responsible for the horrific murders of over 20 inn-
ocent nationalists in the Belfast area and the murders

of a number of Protestants.

“The IRA had been aware for some time that

policy of non-sectarian

nationalist population.”

since his release recently from prison, Murphy was
attempting to re-establish a similar murder gang to
that which he led in the mid-70s and, in fact, he was
responsible for a number of the recent sectarian
murders in the Belfast area.

“The IRA takes this opportunity to restate its

right to take unequivocal action against those who
direct or motivate sectarian slaughter against the

attacks, while retaining its

Lennie Murphysbloody career

BY DAMIEN O'ROURKE

THE LIST of sectarian killings in which Lennie Mur-
phy was directly involved is understood to have be-
gun as early as 1972. And the almost ritualistic use of
the knife in the gruesome attacks, was one of the most

frequent phenomena.

In July 1972, the almost
unrecognisable body of Franc-
Is Arthurs, Fallswater Road,
was found with bullet wounds
and numerous small stab
wounds covered many parts
of his body.

A month later, Thomas
Madden, of Cliftonville Park
Avenue, was found dead. He
had been strangled, but he
had also been stabbed, ap-
proximately 150 times.

In September 1972, a 32-
year-old Protestant, William
Pavis, suspected of friend-
ship with nationalists, was
shot dead at his home by
Murphy and another man,
Mervyn Connor. When both
were arrested, Connor agreed
to tum queen’s evidence
against Murphy, but in April
1973 Connor died of cyanide
poisoning in Crumlin Road
Jail, forced to drink it by
Murphy who also coerced
him into leaving behind a let-

ter withdrawing his state-
ments implicating Murphy.

FREED

At his trial for the Pavis
killing, in June 1973, Murphy
was acquitted and freed.

By November 1975, Lennie
Murphy had formed the gang
which was to carry out the
seven ‘Shankill Butcher” kill-
ings which began with the
murder of Thomas Crossan in
November 1975 and covered
an 18-month period.

Six of these victims were
to be found with horrific
knife wounds including having
their throats cut from ear w0
ear, right back to the spine.
The seventh was bludgeoned
to death with a hatchet.

In that November, Mur-
phy also killed loyalist Noel
Shaw in a crowded UVF
drinking club, In full view of
all present he first pistol-
whipped Shaw, who was strap-

@ Joseph Donegan:
victim of Murphy, the ‘Master
Butcher’
ped to a chair, and then shot
him in the head. None of the
eye-witnesses dared testify.
As well as the ‘Shankill
Butcher’ killings, Murphy led
his UVF unit in the shooting
of Catholic Ted McQuaid on
Cliftonville Road in January
1976, and also in a gun attack

on a Corry’s timber lorry in
Cambrai Street in February
1976 which resulted in the
deaths of two Protestant
workers.

In March 1976, Murphy
was arrested following an
attempt to shoot dead two
Catholic women in North
Belfast. He was later acquit-
ted of the attempted murder
charge and was sentenced to
12 years on pleading guilty
to possession of weapons.

Meanwhile, on the out-
side, Murphy’s ‘Shankill But-
cher’ gang carried on their
attacks, which were to include
the fatal bombing of the
Sticks’ Easter commemorat-
ion in 1977.

MUTILATION
In spite of the gang using
the same modus op. i for

Mcllwaine, until one of their
victims, Gerard McLaverty,
miraculously survived their
mutilation.

The arrested members of
the gang, who later received
a total of 2,000 years in
jail, including 42 life sen-
tences, having been found
guilty of 19 killings, named
Lennie Murphy as their leader,
but, although named in open
court, he was never charged.

In the H-Blocks, Murphy
was commander of the UVF
prisoners, and, having earned
full 50% remission, was re-
leased after six years in
August of this year,

UPSURGE
On his release, Murphy
moved back into the hier-
archy of the UVF and his
return ided with an up-

many of their killings, fre-
quently using a taxi (one of
them, William Moore, was a
taxi-driver) on their murd-
erous excursions after lengthy
drinking sessions, and leaving
many other clues, the RUC
were inactive against the
‘Butchers’, who included a
serving UDR soldier, Edward

surge of sectarian Kkillings
and attacks against Belfast
nationalists.

His involvement in Kkill-
ings since his release has been
identified particularly in two
cases.

The first was part of an
internal struggle in which
Murphy shot dead a Bangor

garage-owner, who was high
in the UVF, on the Shankill
Road.

The seeond was the kill-
ing of 48-year-old Catholic
Joseph Donegan from the
Whiterock area. Kidnapping
Mr Donegan, on October
22nd, on the pretext of
bartering him for UDR Ser-
geant Thomas Cochrane,
Murphy took him to a house
off the Shankill Road which
he had owned up to two
days previously.

There he killed Joseph
Donegan with a hatchet,
mutilating his body terribly
with recognisable sadistic fer-
ocity. The body, wrapped
in a blanket, was found a
few yards away, dumped in
an entry.

In the house were found

blood-stains and Mr Donegan’s
false teeth. Murphy was arrest-
ed but released - without
charge.
But the killing of Joseph
Donegan was Lennie Murphy’s
last murder. Just three weeks
later, the IRA finally caught
up with the ‘Master Butcher’
on November 16th at Forth-
river Park.

WAR NEWS ... WAR NEWS ... WAR NEWS ... WAR NEWS ...

IRA ATTACKS

IRA VOLUNTEERS in Crossmaglen fired three high-velocity
shots at a British army patrol in the South Armagh village on
Tuesday night, ber 9th, but claimed no hits and with-
drew safely.
It was the fourth IRA attack nesday night, November 10th,
in the Crossmaglen area in the causing extensive damage.
space of six days. Volunteers armed with rifles
planted the bomb at the clubhouse
GOLF CLUB BOMBED on the Forkhill Road and cleared
The IRA in South Down car- the vicinity of civilians. The bomb
ried out a successful bomb at- exploded, as planned, 40 minutes
tack on Newry golf c}ub on_ Wed- - later, 4

Unfortunately, a landmine which
was intended for Brits and RUC
arriving to investigate the bamb
blast, was discovered by them and
eventually defused.

LANDMINE DEFUSED

IRA Volunteers operating in
County Down were involved in an
elaborate booby-trap and land-
mine attack earlier this week,
which caused massive disruption

"lorv 48 hours  before 'the . bombs

were defused.

The drama began after a car,
commandeered on Friday, Novem-
ber 12th, on the Falls Road in West
Belfast, was found abandoned on the
Newcastle-Ballynahinch road in
County Down on Sunday.

Unfortunately the Brits spotted
what they believed to be a bomb
nearby, and sealed off a three-
quarters-of-a-mile stretch of the
road.

The road was only cleared
finally on Tuesday afternoon, No-
vember 16th, when a booby-trap
bomb found in the car had been
defused, and when they had lo-
cated and defused a massive 600 Lb

landmine comprised. of four  kegs .

and a milk churn, all of which
contained explosives and which
had been concealed in a culvert.

The car had been planted by
the IRA as a deliberate lure to
bring them into proximity with
the landmine.

UDR ATTACK
A 35vyearold UDR man in
Donaghmore, County Tyrone, was
lucky to escape when he became
the object of an attack by Tyrone
Brigade IRA Volunteers on Tues-

day night, November 16th.
The soldier was climbing out
of his car when the IRA struck,
but he .managed to .jump clear

and-suffered only slight injuries: - *

[ %



HILDA MacTHOMAS

IT WILL take some time for the Brit-
ish and Irish establishments to fully
recover from the shock of last month’s
elections. Sinn Fein’s results, an en-
couragmg, yet relatwelv modest be-
ginning if put in perspectlve have
nevertheless dealt a major blow to the
self-confidence of those establish-
ments.

On Sunday, November 14th, British
direct-ruler Jim Prior flew to the United
States, in yet another visit, this one being
prompted by the election results and the
wide coverage they got in America, as well,
of course, as the acquittal by a New York
jury of five Irish-Americans on gun-running
charges.

Jim Prior still hopes to convince the Irish-
American community to stop supporting the
IRA and give his assembly a chance. But it
seemed that his message had been lost, some-
where between Brezhnev's funeral reports
and the latest on the Space Shuttle. And on
Monday, hundreds of Irish-Americans pick-
eted the British Consulate in New York,
where Jim Prior was staying.

VISAS

However, American trips by British or
Free State politicians, are mainly for home
consumption, and Jim Prior’s tour was no
exception. On Monday, Prior exhorted the
SDLP to take part in the assembly, which
prompted the SDLP’s Seamus Mallon to
engage in a trans-atlantic debate, courtesy of
the /rish News, and deny that SDLP abstent-
ionist tactics were ‘playing into the hands of
extremists’.

Republicans, who have consistently been
refused entry visas to the United States, will
see the irony in Jim Prior's declarations to
assembly members before he left for the US.
He urged them to fly to America at least
once a month to ‘counter IRA propaganda’
and ‘point out all the facts’ to the American
public.

“It is not an easy task,” he said, “and
that is why we have to go across there so
often.”

ASSEMBLY

As for the assembly itself, it is now in a
two-week recess, after a much-heralded
opening. But James Molyneaux, the leader
of the biggest party in the assembly, the
Official Unionist Party, looks certain to face
a serious challenge to his leadership having
failed to secure the position of presiding
officer for a member of his group.

The Official Unionists were toting Orange
Order leader Martin Smyth for the job,
before switching at the last minute to John
Carson. The latter would have been very
acceptable to the Alliance Party, but by then
they had pledged their support, with the
DUP, to the independent unionist Jim Kil-
fedder who secured the £18,000 per year
position.

OPPOSITION
On Wednesday, November 10th, a private

BY BRIAN MARTIN

THREE elderly Dublin brothers,
Patrick, James and William Flynn,
have been living in such appalling
conditions in a house in Bally-
bough, near the city centre, that
there is serious concern for their
ability to survive the winter months
if they are not re-housed.

Their house, at 42a, Portland Row,
has no roof and the men cover their
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WORDS FROM ABROAD

® BISHOP CATHAL DALY
ishop of Down and Connor'

Church manoeuvres

THE HIERARCHY of the Catholic Churd\ nppurs m be
to cut some of its losses in the face of

to British rule.

The appointment of Cathal Daly
as Bishop of Down and Connor (which
includes Belfast) last month, was
obviously part of an effort to stem
the growing disaffection from the
church and to refurbish its image as
spiritual leader of its flock.

In a dramatic purge, Daly has
removed the most prominent of his
predecessor Bishop Philbin’s men, in-
cluding the demotion of Fr Toner,
previously bishop’s secretary and now
curate of St Agnes's in Andersons-
town. Toner was one of those involved
in attempts to demoralise prisoners
during last year's hunger-strike.

Another popular move will be the
lifting of a ban imposed seven years
ago by Bishop Philbin on Fr Des
Wilson, pnmming him from saying

In contrast to his predecessor,
the new bishop, Cathal Daly, laid
the blame for unemployment and bad
housing on the authorities. E

However, he showed himself as :
ready as any other prelate to give

Mass or preaching publicly. Des Wil-
son, well-known for his community
work in Ballymurphy, was one of the
few priests who found the courage
to speak up against the hypocrisy
and complacency of their leaders in
the face of British repression.

However, it must be noted that
the newly-appointed vicar-general of
the diocese is Canon Montague, who
in December 1975 refused to receive
the remains of IRA Volunteer Paul
‘Basil” Fox into St Paul’s Church.

SPOTLIGHT
On Friday, November 12th, the
BBC current affairs programme 'Spot-
light dealt with the response of the
Catholic Church to poverty and de-
privation in West Belfast.

way to pai ing and
plain falsity.

He attributed Sinn Fein's 10,367
votes in West Belfast ‘largely’ to
‘bored young men” who ‘do not come
to church’l £

And he added that people who i
had voted for Sinn Fein did not know
they were voting for ‘violence’, be-
cause “we were dealing with a high-
powered organisation with subtle prop-
aganda which carefully reserved its
support for violence until after the
elections.”

Given the media, and television
in particular, obsession with seeking
and obtaining Sinn Fein’s clear position
on the war in the North throughout
the election campaign only a few
weeks previously,
alysis on the same medium displays
an all too familiar old-style hypocrisy
of the church leaders.

meeting took place in Dungannon, to whlch
anti-Stormont groups and individuals were
invited by the Sinn Fein elected represent-
atives. The meeting, to examine the ways in
which mass opposition to the new assembly
could be organised, was boycotted by the
SDLP, although one local councillor of that
party sent apologies for his absence on
grounds of ill-health.

It was attended by (he IP, IRSP, People s
Di y, and

Bernadette McAliskey. The IIP showed only
muted enthusiasm for a broad campaign to
mobilise opposition. And they persisted in
pressing the Sinn Fein elected representat-
ives to resign their seats, a call which was
opposed by all the others present at the
meeting.

belongings with black plumc bngs to

S
@ The Flynn brothers in their damp-ridden home

keep out rain and
generally are both unsafe and unhyglumc
Torrential rain, one weekend recently,
forced the brothers to seek refuge in &
cell at Fitzgibbon Street garda barracks.
A few offers of alternative accom-
modation have been made by Dublin
, Corporation, but Christy Burke, -8inn/
“Fbin" community” "officer *in* “Ddblir,*"

points out that these were in other con-
demned areas such as Shamrock Cottages
and North Strand or in Finglas which is
far away from the area where they have
lived most of their lives.
DUPLICITY
Burke|)' ‘whp . js1 pursuing eir , case

officials of duplicity in dealing with
the brothers whom they want to ship
off to a mental institution as socially
inadequate, He points out, however, that
given decent housing in their familiar
area, the Flvmu . qu
sukyiving_in.q ﬂP

With' ‘the

The IIP is obviously shaken by the
emergence of Sinn Fein as the radical leader-
ship of the nationalist people. To them, as
to the SDLP, Sinn Fein must now seem
more than ever a threat to their old ambition
of reaping the political benefits of IRA
successes.

But Sinn Fein is not about to abdicate its
newly-won position.




ON Tuesday morning, No-
vember 16th, 64-year-old
father of six, Patrick Jo-
seph Murphy, a Catholic
who owned the Wood-
burn Stores in Mount
Merrion Avenue, in the
predominantly loyalist
South-East Belfast area,
was gunned down by an
assassin as he served cus-
tomers. He died from his
wounds an hour later in
the Royal Victoria Hos-
pital.

Mr Murphy had served his mur-
derer only 45 minutes earlier when
a youth wearing a yellow crash-
helmet asked him for some apples.

At 9.40am the youth retumned
wearing the helmet and a scarf
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wrapped around his face. He en-
tered the shop and shot Mr Murphy
three times in the stomach.

Mr Murphy’s two daughters,
Colette and Clare, were in the back
of the shop at the time and ran out
to find their father lying crum-
pled on the floor, bleeding heavily
from his wounds.

The gunman then ran out to
his accomplice who waited for him
on a red and black Honda motor-
cycle which had earlier been stolen

s

® The scene of last Tuesday’s sectarian murder which claimed the life of 64-year-old Joseph Murphy

- s,
—

from the Annadale Flats, a well-
known UVF haven, and both sped
off up the Rosetta Road.

This is the second assassination
of a Catholic in the Rosetta area in
a two-month period. On September
30th, 28-year-old Gerard O'Neill,
from the Markets area, was gunned
down at McGlade's filling station
on the Ormeau Road, where he
worked.

this

Belfast Sinn Fein, said that it
“highlights once again the age-old
logic of the loyalist murder gangs
in attempting to drive Catholic
nationalists from the so-called fringe
areas and confine them to the ghett-
oes where they supposedly belong.
“No doubt the men who carried
out this latest sectarian killing
were motivated to a large extent
by the public rantings of certain
i loyalist/unionist polit-

n a
latest Killing, Joe Austin, of North

P
icians.”

® CATHY CLARKE
had UVF" scraped on her neck

Twinbrook
girl
assaulted

THE EVERYDAY act of going
to post a letter turned into a
nightmare for a 17-year-old
Twinbrook girl, Cathy Clarke,
on Monday afternoon, Nov-
ember 15th, when she was
physically assaulted and threat-
ened with a knife by two
loyalist youths in the Protest-
ant Dunmurry area.

With the closure of Twinbrook
post-office for several weeks now,

UDR beat youth

A 19-YEAR-OLD Tyrone youth received hospital treatment last
weekend after being brutally kicked and beaten at a UDR check-

point in the early hours of Saturday morning, November 13th.

Shortly after midnight, Ray-
mond McGurk, from Gortreagh,
near Cookstown, and two friends
were stoppeo 1t a UDR road-block
on the Pomero //Cookstown road.
When McGurk declined to give his
date of birth, as he is entitled to do,
he was taken out of the car and
brought down the road about 20
yards to another landrover.

His two friends were ordered
to drive on, and did so believing
McGurk to have been arrested.

However, Raymond McGurk was
in fact given a lengthy beating and
kicking by the UDR soldiers who
warned that if he moved he would
be shot dead. He was then thrown
into a hedge at the side of the road
and the UDR lifted their checkpoint
and drove away.

McGurk managed to drag him-

© RAYMOND McGURK

self out of the hedge and hitch a
lift from a passing motorist, and
was later admitted to Dungannon
Hospital where he was treated for
shock, concussion and bruising,
mainly around his legs.

Loyalists injure
Banbridge men

TWO Banbridge men received severe

injuries last weekend when

were attacked by a large loyalist
mob as they left the Sportsman’s
in Portadown’s Woodhouse

bar
Street.
The two, having been

into his face.

The RUC, who arrived on the scene,
did not intervene or make any arrests

of the attackers. When an ambul
arrived, McArdle and his companion

taken to the Craigavon Hospital where

McArdle received a total of 35 sti
to lacerations in his face.

His friend, who was in a more serious
transferred to Belfast's

condition, was
Royal Victoria Hospital suffering
internal abdominal injuries.

identified as
nationalists, were savagely beaten and one,
Stephen McArdle, had a bottle smashed

they

lance
were

tches

from

® STEPHEN McARDLE
received 35 stitches

people from the area who normaily
use that office have the option of
either making the long journey into
Belfast city centre or risk attack
and abuse from loyalists by going
to Dunmurry post-office.

Cathy Clarke decided to take her
two-year-old niece with her to Dun-
murry to post a letter because, she
says, young vandals in Twinbrook
have set post-boxes there on fire
on several occasions.

On her way back, two youths
followed her from outside the Dun-
murry Inn and through the railway
station. Frightened, especially with
the baby, she called to a friend’s
house in Ashleigh Park, but found
no-one at home.

She tells what happened next:

“The two fellas came up behind
me, grabbed my arms and pushed
my face into the wall, grazing it.
The other one pulled out a knife
but his mate told him to ‘wise up’.

“He then lifted a piece of glass
and scraped ‘UVF’ on my neck.
The baby was crying and they let
me go but they shouted that |
wasn’t the first they’d got, nor
would | be the last.”

® Tenants

from Rosaville Flats picket the Housing Executive offices in Derry. s Bishop. 's'"-.{

- ey

e

Angerin
Derry flats

ANGRY residents in Derry’s Rossville Flats are complaining that a
£2 million repair programme in operation since November 1981 is
having no effect on the appalling conditions there. They now say

that demolition is the only
Many of the flats on the top floors
have been destroyed by flooding, and
furniture, bedding, clothes and car-
pets are repeatedly being soaked.
Residents have been told by Hpusing
Executive officials not to use elect-
ricity when it rains — in flats depend-
ent on electricity for heating, lighting
and cooking.
And residents contradict Housing
Executive claims that there are no
longer any children on the top floors.
Moreover, the Housing Executive
is accused of ‘cynically -allocating

.even a leaky one.

y long-term
the worst flats to the most socially
disadvantaged families who are ready
to accept any roof over their heads,

After a weekend visit 1o the flats,
where he examined the conditions
complained of, Sinn Fein's elected
T ive, Martin McGui ¥
joined a picket outside the Housing
Executive’s Bishop Street office on
Monday, November 15th. He also
accompanied a delegation of resid-
ents to a meeting with housing of-
ficials. v, 1 o)
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towards their RUC killers.

a checkpoint —

IN ONE SENSE at least, it was as
much the determination and per-
sonal commitment to the repub-

lican cause of IRA Volunteers
Gervais McKerr, Eugene Toman and
Sean Burns, as it was the bullets
of their RUC assassins, that led to
their deaths on a dark Lurgan road-
side at 9.40pm last Thursday No-
vember 11th — unarmed victims of a
cold-blooded and particularly vicious
revenge attack for the deaths, in an
IRA landmine explosion near Lurgan,
of three RUC men two weeks earlier.

Both Eugene and Sean had recently in-
sisted on returning to active sarvice involve-
ment in Lurgan, despite going ‘on the run’
and leaving the town for a short while,
after Sean had been identified during an
IRA operation. They had even turned
down the offer of operational involve-
ment in a different battalion area in the
North, where they would not have been
recognised, arguing that they were most
needed by the |RA in Lurgan.

On Thursday evening, having been
away on business, both 21-year-old Vol-
unteers had again slipped back into the
town, only three hours before they were
to be murdered. All of the intervening
period was spent in Gervais’ house wait-
ing to be driven to a ‘safe house’ for the
night.

The car they were eventually to be
driven in was Gervais McKerr's own, a
green Ford Escort, registration UPF 77S.
It was possibly an unfortunate choice be-
cause the car was well-known to the local
RUC and UDR. Not only was Gervais’
IRA involvement suspected by them, but
he was renowned for using his car con-
tinually to help other people, whether
republican or not, if they needed running
about. His wife, Eleanor, used to joke that
he used his car like a taxi. Except that he
never took money for petrol.

One thing, above all, was certain. If
the RUC, or even the members of an in-
dividual RUC patrol, were intent on re-
venge for the earlier IRA ambush, Gervais
McKerr would have made an ideal target,
instantly recognisable by his car as he
approached the RUC. It is worth recording
that the RUC and UDR in the Lurgan-Port-
adown area have a strong tradition of in-
volvement in sectarian murders, including
the Miami Showband massacre, and of dual
membership with the UVF.

RELAXED
A girl who was in the McKerrs’ home
in the Teghnaven estate that evening re-
members that Eugene and Sean were re-
laxed and joking as usual:
“Just before they went out | asked
them if they wanted anything to eat.

THE SHOOTING dead of three unarmed republicans [
of Lurgan, County Armagh, a .wee{< last Thursday, |
has caused shock waves of revulsion among

Nowhere was the total rejection of the ‘official” version of events —
that the men were pursued and their
more clearly shown, 1
ally attended joint lun_eral/l_ast Sunday }n/t;nch
itit jvit in nationalist community. 5
mczi’t/i;ivll\ldeei(la/ntifllrees the evidence o_f what reé_illy happened that night,
an RUC revenge ambush of almost ritual ferocity.

on the outskirts
C 11th,

@ Gervais McKerr's bullet-
riddled car which shows clearly

Northern nationalists

car shot at, after it crashed through
than at the massively and emotion-
spanned many of the pol-

Eugene said: ‘I’ll take tea and toast’.
He always said that: ‘don’t forget the
toast’, Seanbo took cornflakes. | just
poured them into a bowl and let him put
his own milk and sugar on, but he laughed
and said | was brilliant at making corn-
flakes! | told them to watch themselves
as they went out.”

Two minutes after the three men left,
she — like everyone else in the vicinity
of Teghnaven — heard the torrent of gun-
fire, and intuitively knew they had been
shot, but kept her suspicions to_herself
for hours so as not to alarm Eleanor Mc-
Kerr, Gervais’ wife.

Gervais had first driven, alone, to a
couple of friends’ houses, returning with-
in minutes ta collect Eugene and Sean.
They then all left his house, shortly after
9.35pm. Minutes later, less than half a
mile away at Tullygally Road East, they
met their deaths in a hail of RUC auto-
matic gunfire.

The version of events subsequently
peddled by the RUC is that Gervais’ car
approached a checkpoint they had set
up at the junction of the Old Portadown
Road and Tullygally Road East, initially
slowed down, and then accelerated through
the checkpoint knocking an RUC man
down and slightly injuring him (so slightly
in fact that he did not require hospital
treatment).

Other RUC men then, they say, pur-
sued the car for a short distance, opening
fire; it went out of control on a bend,
careered into a ditch and all three oc-
cupants were moments later found to be
dead from gunshot wounds.

AFTERMATH

In the immediate aftermath of the
shooting, the RUC cordoned off the area
around the crashed car, at the bottom of
Tullygally Road East, and for almost
five hours, that is from 9.40pm to 2.30am,
totally refused access to the bodies. That
refusal extended both to ambulances,
whose crew were unable to examine the
men to see if they were still alive, and to a
local priest, Fr Poland, who was forcibly
restrained by three RUC men from ap-
proaching the bodies to administer Last
Rites and who was obliged to give the
Acts of Contrition from a distance of ten
feet from the car.

That five-hour delay is a crucial con-
sideration in the light of subsequent
medical evidence that the backseat pas-
senger in the car, Sean Burns — far from
receiving the brunt of the gunfire as would
have been expected if the car were speed-
ing away from a checkpoint — received
only one bullet wound, in the side of
the body, and may well have died from
shock and loss of blood over a period of
time rather than from an initially fatal

wound.

a of bullet holes
in the driver's door, fired
from the side, and which
refutss RUC claims of shoot-
ing at a fleeing vehicle

While the precise details of what did
occur are unclear, there is certainly gnough

get out. He had been shot repeatedly, not
in the back or side, but in the chest!

id , both and from
too frightened to come forward publicly,
to show beyond doubt that the RUC del-
iberately opened fire into the car while
stationary with the sole purpose of killing
its three occupants outright.

Firstly, it has been established that the
RUC fired about 60 shots into the car,
largely from automatic weapons. That ex-
cessive rate of fire alone indicates that the
RUC were not merely trying to stop the
car, but to kill its occupants.

Secondly, there are (as can be seen from
subsequently published photographs of the
car) at least 27 shots into the bodywork of

In to all of this, several local
people — so traumatised by the event and
so frightened for their own safety that they
have insisted on anonymity — have since

pproached the Republican M with
pieces of circumstantial evidence.

While it is only reasonable to be cautious
about the complete accuracy of all that
these people claim to have seen or heard,
their accounts do add up to a consistent
construction of events that suggests that
there was no checkpoint at the location the
RUC have claimed, and that the RUC
opened fire on the car after it had stopped,
or, having stopped the car, after they had

Il d it to p

the car on the driver’s side, not to
the unknown number of bullets which
shattdred “ the driver’s door window. By
contrast, there are merely 5 bullet holes
in the bodywork of the back of the car,
although it is precisely here that the maj-
ority of bullets fired at a fleeing car would
have been expected.

STATIONARY

Even more revealing is the concentration
and distribution of the bullet holes in the
driver’s door, fired directly from the side,
and not at an angle from the rear.

This in itself is sufficient to indicate that
at least the majority of the bullets were
fired at short range into the car while it
was stationary, and is consistent both with
the evidence of several local people who
believe that there was no checkpoint on
the road, and with the RUC's refusal to
allow cameramen from television crews to
film the position of spent shells, or the
initial location of the car.

Not surprisingly, the most appalling
injuries were inflicted on the driver, Gervais
McKerr, whose body was almost unrecog-
nisable after the shooting. Eugene Toman,
the front-seat passenger, was found lying
beside the car, having apparently tried to

© The mother of Sean Burns (centre) mourns the loss of her son at his funeral

This of events would mean
that the RUC stopped the car, not at the
junction of the Old Portadown Road and
Tullygally Road East, but much further
down Tullygally Road, very close in fact to
where it and the bodies were found.

CHECKPOINT

Several of them agree that not only was
there no checkpoint, but that at least one
car, a brown Ford Cortina believed by them
to be an unmarked RUC vehicle, was parked
in a lay-by along Tullygally Road East from
7pm onwards, and was repeatedly sighted
there. Another sighting, by a local man
who travelled along Tullygally Road East
at 7.30pm and, again, minutes before the
shooting, to and from a nearby pub, The
Stables’, reported two RUC vehicles par-
tially concealed in a cut-in on the Tully-
gally Road, which were there at both times.
The man’s curiosity had been aroused by
the unusualness of seeing RUC vehicles
parked there for a prolonged period.

But perhapsthe most interesting evidence
has come from a man living some miles
away, and who is not familiar with the Lur-
gan area. That evening, before going to
bed, he tuned in, as he was accustomed to
doing out of curiosity, to listen to RUC

messages '°f|~ 1
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© The funeral cortege, escorted by IRA Volunteers and followed by thousands of nationalists, passes through Lurgan

Thousands mourn

dead Volunteers

BY MAEVE ARMSTRONG

A BITING' ICY COLD WIND swept across the North Armagh town of
Lurgan last Sunday, November 14th, chilling to the bone the thousands
of mourners who accompanied the remains of Volunteers Gervais McKen",
Eugene Toman and Sean Burns to their final resting place in St Colman'’s

Cemetery.

Outside Sean Burns’ home in the Kilyvilkie estate, friends
and neighbours, muffled against t:z drn;lfpg “rlllpd'bn::dar:g
i His Tricolour-draped coffin, his bert
Pkl was then carried by relatives and

gloves placed on top,

friends for several hupdred yards
St Peter’s Church, 1% miles away.

On the opposite side of the
town, an almost identical scene
was simultaneously taking place
outside the homes of Gervais
McKerr and Eugene Toman, whose
two funeral corteges met outside
Eugene’s home in Lurgantarry

and proceeded the short dis-

tance to the church, along Edward.
Street, Church Place and North'
Street. One by one the three
coffins, Tricolours removed, were
carried into the church for a con-
celebrated Requijem Mass, but the
vast majority of mourners re-
mained outsidd) unable to get
in. e
TRICOLOURS .

Afterwards, as the three coffins
were placed side by side, there
were emotional scenes as the
Tricolours, berets and gloves were
replaced. And ¢from the crowd

T d an IRAjguard of honour
;:p‘rg Volunl:‘s in full battle-

the lonesome air of his laments
lost in the buffeting wind, which,
however, did not drown out the
drone of a Brit helicopter hover-
ing-overhead.

Hundreds joined in along the
route, young and old, adding to
the already immense swell of
people who moved slowly along,
past Sean Burns’ home again

through the estate to

dress who took up positions
flanking the coffins.
A piper led the moumers,

® The body of Eugene Toman is borne by Sinn Fein elected representatives Jim
McAllister and Gerry Adams (left and far right); in the foreground is one of
Eugene’s brothers, Malachy

and left into the North Circular
Road and on to St Colman’s
Cemetery.

Relatives of the dead Volun-
teers stood ciosely huddled to-
gether, united in their grief,
around the republican plot, the
sound of their sobbing tearing
at the hearts of everyone present.
Eleanor McKerr leaned over her
husband’s coffin, kissing it before
it was interred with that of his
two comrades, in the one grave.
The bugler sounded the ‘Last
Post’, and a Iull fell on the
mourners, each sunk deeply in
their own memories of Eugene,
Sean and Gervais,

As a final tribute to their
fallen comrades, a masked IRA
Volunteer stepped forward and
fired a single shot over the grave,
in salute to their courage and
dedication.

Hundreds of wreaths were
laid, including those from the
three families, relatives and
friends; and the Republican Move-
ment, including the North Arm-
agh Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann,
North Armagh Sinn Fein comhairle
ceantair, and the local Francis
Hughes Sinn Fein cumann. A
decade of the rosary was recited
in Irish by Charlie Lavery, and
George OToole chaired the cere-
mony. Both are members of the
Lurgan National Graves Associat-
on,

ORATION

Referring to the dedication
of the three dead IRA Volunteers
to both their country and families,
Armagh’s Sinn Fein elected rep-
resentative, Jim McAllister, who
delivered the aration, accused the
RUC of carrying out a policy

@ Eleanor McKerr kisses her husband’s coffin in one last loving farewell

of summary execution on the
streets. Recalling the murder of
Peter Corrigan in Armagh city
only last month and that of the
Volunteers, he said:

“Britain murdered Peter Cor-
rigan because he wasn’t afraid
to show his patriotism and desire
for a new Ireland. It was also
Britain, through her paid lackies
in the sectarian RUC, who murder-
ed these three men last Thurs-
day night. This is the harsh
reality of British rule in Ireland.
This is the British dimensjon.
There is no law in the six count-
ies nor was there in any other
country which she held by ferce
of arms. But despite Britain’s
might, there are still men and
women in lreland determined to
carry on the republican cause.
Men like Gervais, Eugene and
Sean who risked everything for
our freedom.”

Urging those present to con-
tinue in pursuit of their sideals
and take example from their
courage, he added:

“Only in attaining their ob-
Jjectives will we build a fitting
memorial to their memory. We
must expose in the eyes of the
world that the British terror
tactics which murdered these men
will nor eflect republicans in
their figh t- - freedom, an Ireland
visualisea vy them as an Ireland
with justice for all but privilege
for none.” ¢

The mourners dispersed grad-
ually from the windswept grave-
yard as semi-darkness crept over
the townland. Their thoughts re-
mained there with their dead and
with it the bitter reality of know-
ing why they were murdered
and who was responsible.
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The Turkis

BY SEAN HALPENNY

LAST WEEK, Turkey’s 20 million voters went to the
polls to approve by a proportion of nine to one a new
constitution for the country which severely restricts
civil liberties, trade union rights and press freedoms;

-bars all former political party leaders from taking
part ir} politics for the next decade; and fixes firmly
in office as president for the next seven years the
military dictator General Kenan Evren.

The 90% vote in favour
was not that surprising. Many
of those urging a ‘no’ vote
had been arrested and crit-
ical comment of the proposed
constitution had been banned
in the press, with two journ-
alists jailed for defying it.
Voting was compulsory and
the ballot papers immediately
indicated the choice of the
voter — white for ‘yes’, blue
for ‘no’.

The draconian new con-
stitution also ‘legalises’ the
military coup which put Evren

> in power two years ago.

NATO

Turkey, an - important
member of NATO, has seen
several military interventions
in its political life this cent-
ury, all of them bloody, and
the one prior to this ending
in 1973.

The latest coup, as the
others, arose as a response to
political unrest in the face of
economic collapse. Between
1975 and 1979, inflation in
Turkey increased by 319%.
It was accompanied by savage
attacks by the government on
workers striving to maintain
living standards. A fascist or-
ganisation, the Party of Nat-
ionalist Action, also known as
the ‘Grey Wolves’, became
particularly active in political
assassinations against left-wing
activists,

In 1978, the People’s Re-
publican Party of Bulent

Ecevit formed a government
with the declared aim of ‘re-
storing stability’. At that time,
the Turkish left-wing was
held to be the best organised
in Europe, better armed than
the Turkish army and second
only to the Palestinians in the
Middle East area.

But Ecevit’s social demo-
cratic policies bitterly divided
the left and, even though
right-wing attacks were escal-
ating, many laid down their
arms.

In 1978, 3,000 were killed
in political violence and Ecev-
it, under pressure from the
military, declared a state of
emergency. May Day demon-
strations were repressed and
trade union and left-wing mil-
itants were arrested.

Ecevit fell from office in
October 1979 and the centre-
right Justice Party of Suleiman
Demirel took office. Key in-
dustries which had previously
been nationalised were denat-
ionalised, and the Turkish
currency was devalued by
48%. Workers and peasants
were weighed down with even
further hardships.

Repressive legislation was
passed to combat opposition.
In late December 1979, 4,000
students were arrested, six of
them were killed in protests.
In February 1980, striking
workers in |zmir were be-
sieged for three weeks by the
Turkish army. Fifty were
killed and many thousands

I
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® Turkish police and gendarmerie shoot down people on the streets of

Usak in 1978

arrested.

By that September, 50,000
workers were on strike in
Turkey and another 100,000
had voted for strike action.
Twenty people each day were
being killed by -the military
and the ‘Grey Wolves'.

MILITARY COUP

On September 12th, 1980,
the military staged a coup,
dissolved the parliament, ban-
ned all political parties and
ordered all strikers back to
work. They also banned all
the major trade unions and
arrested over 15,000 workers.

By the end of 1981 there
were over 100,000 political

prisoners in Turkish jails and
hundreds had been sentenced
to death. Many have been
executed, more still await
their fate. The vicious system
of repression is now firmly
entrenched.

The brutal oppression of
workers and peasants in Turk-
ey and the repression of any
left-wing political leadership
rests mainly on Turkey’s value
to the Western powers whose
support the military dictator-
ship enjoys. The ‘legitimisat-
ion’ of the military coup by
the referendum satisfies any
embarrassment there had been
in the West during the last
two years.

At the present time, Turk-
ey has one of the largest
armies in NATO with over
600,000 troops and is seen as
the Western military alliance’s
policeman in the area, strateg-
ically placed between Europe

and the Middle East and close
to the USSR. The United
States has 60 military bases in
the country.

Its importance to the ‘free’
world does not allow freedom
for its people.

olrip-Searching resumes

© Euro-MP Balfe at the meeting in TCD

Prisoners
meeting

A MEETING on Irish political prisoners
in jails in England was held in Trinity
College Dublin on Wednesday of last
week, November 10th. About a hundred
people attended the meeting which
was chaired by Declan Hayes of Dublin
Sinn Fein.

The main speaker was Richard
Balfe, the British Labour Party Euro-
MP who has been identified with many
campaigns in support of nationalists
in the North. He was recently instrument-
al in successfully introducing a motion
in the European parliament condemning
the use of plastic bullets.

He is now hoping to persuade the
parliament to take a stand on the issue
of Irish political prisoners in England,
a move in which Irish Euro-MP Neil
Blaney is also involved.

In a detailed address on the subject,
Balfe spoke of the ‘unmatched system’
of ill-treatment of the prisoners, in-
cluding solitary confinement, extra pun-
ishments, constant transfers, visiting
difficulties and the refusal of repat-
riation.

Dublin journalist Paddy Prendiville
gave a wide-ranging speech on the
political situation facing the Irish com-
munity in Britain, including the use of
the Prevention of Terrorism Act, under
which he had himself experienced several
days' detention in London some years

890 “ny tik0us . e

BY MAEVE ARMSTRONG

ON TUESDAY, November 9th, several
women remand prisoners in Armagh Jail
were individually strip-searched before
going to court, having been threatened
by the prison administration that their
refusal to comply would resultin ‘forcible
measures’ being taken against them.

A number of the women were menstruating
at the time and had the added indignity and
embarrassment of not being allowed to keep
their underwear on during the search. Instead,
all items of clothing were removed in the pres-
ence of 11 screws who then subjected them to a
degrading visual search, examining their vaginal
and anal areas.

In future, according to the prison administ-
ration, all prisoners leaving and returning to the
prison from court will be subjected to these
searches which they justify on the pretext of
‘security grounds’. Furthermore, they add, any
prisoner who does not voluntarily remove her
clothing will be acting in breach of prison ‘reg-
ulations’ and will therefore be forcibly strip-
searched.

This callous action by the prison administ-

ration is the latest outrage in a long list of -

pettiness which has led to a very tense situation
in the jail. Prisoners have been put on 23-hour
lock-up, and loss of all privileges, for merely
switching from one TV channel to another
during association time or for talking to other
prisoners.

Individual prisoners have also been singled
out for a specialised form of harassment; Briege

. Brownlee .and . Mairead~Nugent+have been on

24-hour confinement in (he Iovajisl ’_B_' Wi_r;g of

Sy et T

® POWs in Armagh have warned that unless

the prison, cut off from the majority of their
comrades in ‘A" Wing. In a statement, issued on
Tuesday, November 16th, the women republican
prisoners report that:

“Both women have requested to be moved
off the wing having received threats to their
lives from loyalist.inmates. .The-administration

J havq,cong/nual_ly refused to mave these women

and the two believe they are being held as
hostages by the prison administration regardiess
of their safety.”

The prisoners warn:
_ “The situation has grown increasingly worse
In recent weeks and a bloody outcome seems
i

by aady o
Méj&gz.uﬂm.mtm 8 mfmctuqed@ :
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GIVEN the fact that both of the Free
State’s current election choices — Fianna
Fail or Coalition — offer no real differ-
ence in policies, many have enquired
what | would consider to be the best
possible outcome of next Wednesday s
lection in the ci

And, | fear, many supposed republican
abstentionists display a rather too active inter-
est in the subject!

Well, | will say that the prospect of any
strong government of either of the conservative
groups is bad news for those suffering economic
and social deprivations as well as those pursuing
republican objectives.

Whereas a parliament hung on the vote of
one nationalist or socialist deputy just might
mean that the most extreme measures in either
area are impossible.

Small comfort, | admit, but that is it. Stable
government is alright for horses, but | don’t
like it a bit.

* A K

The Workers’ Party insist they take their
politics seriously and shun gimmicking in favour
of discussing the real issues.

The view is not shared by at least one-third
of its parliamentary party.

Paddy Gallagher, clinging desperately to his
ultra-marginal seat in Waterford has a deep
political message on his posters.

‘Score with Gallagher’, they say, depicting
a football entering the top right-hand corner
of a soccer net. And the equally significant
political message blaring from his election car
speakers is the non-stop music of the ‘Match of
the Day’ theme from BBC television.

This strange obsession with ‘foreign’ sport
will also be of interest to the members of the
St Saviour’s GAA club in Waterford, of which
Gallagher is currently vice-president.

* A K

| see that Austin Currie, the SDLP assembly
member in Fermanagh/South Tyrone, is facing
drunken driving charges.

Not only obnoxious but dangerous as well.

* A K

And two weeks ago | noted that the SDLP’s
member in Armagh, Seamus Mallon, was at the
funeral of UDR Sergeant Thomas Cochrane,
but not at the funeral of murdered Sinn Fein
member Peter Corrigan.

He was not at the funeral last Sunday of the
three Armagh republicans murdered by the
RUC, either.

Which didn‘t prevent him from attempting
to gain a bit of political capital by issuing a
bogus call for the British to hold an inquiry
into the killings. Presumably whitewash soothes
the SDLP conscience.

* A K

A member of the UVF, John Irvine, aged 47,
from North Belfast, appeared in the Belfast
High Court last week on charges of buying arms
from a neo-Nazi group in Belgium. ;

The court was told that the deal ran into a
hitch because the Nazis wanted the guns to be
used against Jews whereas the UVF wanted to
use them against Catholics.

* A K

A man who was beaten up by RUC'de!ect»
ves in Castlereagh interrogation centre in 197_7
was awarded £1,000, plus costs, by a court in
the North last Friday.
Michael Lavelle of Lisnaskea had sued the
former chief constable, Sir Kenneth Newman.
: The judge said that in the absence of independ-
: ent evidence it came down to the credibility of
the opposing pait es. ;
The police 1v.re unshaken in thei

N\

” >

® This

of

genuine

members in a Polish prison has appeared in several news-

Papers but many readers will wonder how a well-known Belfast republican came to be sharing their cell

he said, and Lavelle’s evidence had ‘an element
of exaggeration’, but despite this his credibility
was ‘quite compelling’ and he had proved his

case on the balance of probability.

Sounds like one judge who is due for retire-

ment.

* A K

The list of UDR suicides was added to on
Sunday, November 7th, when the body of 45-
year-old UDR soldier Thomas Waterson was
found lying next to his army-issue revolver in
his home at Comber, County Down.

He died in hospital an hour later.

* % K

Our Australian correspondent sends news of
another sensational win by Sinn Fein. This time
it is a horse by that name which won the major

race at

Park in Perth,

Western Australia, at the end of last month.

Sinn Fein, the report says, staved off chal-

lenge after challenge to win by three metres.

‘Good on yer, cobber,’ | think is the correct
comment to make on that news.

x KK
| have been flooded with m

of my

ail since the
to the editor-
ship. And since | cannot reply to all of them
individually | would like to take the opportun-

ity to reply to them collectively here:-
No, under no circumstances can refunds of
advance subscriptions be made on cancellation.

ly not in Poland*

Violence is
wiolence! No
excepCions!

So why do you
Bl
ers Ly
carry out Cheir

murders?

Simple! N
convinced

_If that man got
himself
could see the rebirth
of the Piece Peepul !

ot on!
Dly am
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WHAT'S ON

EDDIE CARMODY
COMMEMORATION
8.30pm Friday 19th November
The Carmody Memorial Hall
BALLYLONGFORD
County Kerry
Speakers: Jim McAllister &
J.B. O’Hagan
Caill 1o follow commemoration in
the Carmody Memorial Hall

RELEASE NICKY KELLY
FUND-RAISING SOCIAL
8.30pm Friday 19th November
Brigid Burke's
TALLAGHT
County Dublin
Admission £2 (unemployed £1)
Buses 49 & 49A
DISCO-DANCE
8 pm Thursday 25th November
Jonathan Swift’s
New Street
DUBLIN
Admission £1

KERRY SINN FEIN
ANNUAL SOCIAL
Featuring The Kerry Blues”
Friday 26th November
The Manhattan Hotel
TRALEE
County Kerry
Dinner at 8pm sharp
Admission £7

DARTS COMPETITION
(prize: a turkey)
9.30pm Friday 26th November
The No. 5 Club
5 Blessington Street
DUBLIN
Organised by Sinn Fein

DANCE
Featuring ‘Moonshine’
10pm Friday 26th November
Cloghan Lodge
BALLYBOFEY
County Donegal
Admission £1.50
Organised by Sinn Fein

RELEASE NICKY KELLY
RALLY
2.30pm Saturday 27th November
G;O
DUBLIN
COMHAIRLE CUIGE LAIGHEAN
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
2.15pm Sunday 28th November
5 Blessington Street
DUBLIN

Two delegates from each cumann
must attend

CONRADH NA GAEILGE
PUBLIC MEETING
(to discuss forming a local branch)
9pm Monday 29th November
Creighton Hotel
CLONES
County Monaghan
R e e,
‘WELCOME HOME"
IRISH NIGHT
(for P.McMahon, ex-Long Kesh POW)
Featuring Jim Lynn &

Anne & Francie Brolly
Thursday 2nd December
Thornlea Hotel
CUSHENDALL
County Antrim
Organised by Sinn Fein

COMHAIRLE CUIGE MUMHAN
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
2pm Sunday Sth December
LIMERICK
Two delegates from each cumann
must attend

Sinn Fein

AGM

AT THE recent AGM of the Fearghal
O Hanlon Sinn Fein cumann, Monaghan
town, held recently, the following offic-
ers were elected:- chair: Eddie Gallagher;
vicechair: Pat O'Neill; secretary: Pat
Arthurs; treasurers: Ciaran O Realtan
and John Toal; PRO: Cacimhin O
Caolain; and education officer: Vincent
Conlon,

Draw results

Offaly Sinn Fein

£100: Eamonn Kileavy; £50: McCormac;
£10: Mark Courtney, Michael Kileavy,
Michael Dunne, Ma Lacumbre and Gab-
4 rig) Lawinr. o, o ssvEsTm e e v

=
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N> BEUIEW PAGE
Views of war

BY SIOBHAN O'MALLEY

SINCE Sinn Fein’s success in the assembly elections, the
various television stations have united in the common
cause of explaining away their victory and attempting to
portray Sinn Fein's elected representatives and supporters

CARBERRY, Stan. (10th Anniversary)
1n proud and loving memory of my friend
and comrade Vol Stan Carberry, ‘A’
Coy., 2na Battalion, Belfast Brigade,
I1ish  Republican Army, who was shot
dead by the Royal Green Jackels on
November 13th 1972. Never forgotten
by Danny.

CROSSEY, Michael. (11th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Michael Crossey, Oglaigh na hE(reann,
North Armagh, who died while on
active service on November 22nd 1971,
Thug s& a raibh aige ag trola ar
sOon  saoirse mhuintir  na  hEireann.
Never forggtten by his friends and com-
rades In Oglaigh na hEireann, North
Armagh

CROSSEY, Michael. (11th Anniversary).

A\

AN

NN
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> | '» proud and loving memory of Vol in as alightas Py %
Michael Crossey, Oglaigh na hEireann, ! 5 3 nearly A
North Armagh, who was killed in action ‘Nationwide’ on BBC1 on [rish Times who_once VA

S\

©on November 22nd 1971. “All | ask Is
2 place In your memory and a soldier's
salute to my name." Always remember-
€d by his friends Peter and Lella Quine
and family, Lurgan

CROSSEY, Michael. (11th Anniversary).

wrote a book about the subject.

Forty thousand Irishmen
died in World War 1 and some
of the discussion touched on

Thursday of last week went to
Armagh to report on the re-
action to the assembly elections
there. Jim McAllister was inter-

A
N

S\

Yy

In proud and loving memory of Vol
Michael Crossey who was killed In a
on 22nd
1971. ““You left some broken hearts,
and happy memorles too, but we never
wanted memories, we only wanted you."
Always remembered by Sean and Nuala
Moore and family, Lurgan.
CROSSEY, Michael. (11th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Michael Crossey who died in action on
November 22nd 1971. Always rememb-
ered by Francie and Rosaleen Lavery
and family.
CROSSEY, Michael. (11th Anniversary).
In proud ‘and loving memory of Vol
Michael Crossey who dlied in action on
November 22nd 1971. Always rememb-
ered by Eugene and Deirdre Clarke and
family.
CROSSEY, Michael. (11th Anniversary).
The members of the Tom Willlams/
Thomas Harte Sinn Féin cumann, Lur-
gan, remember with pride Vol Michael
Crossey, who died In action on Nov-
ember 22nd 1971.
FENNELL, Gerard. (8th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of our

RIP. Mass offered. Mother of Sorrows,
intercede for him. Sadly missed by
his uncle Paddy and aunt Marle Fennell.
GROGAN, Laurence. (3rd Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Laurence
Grogan, honorary vice-president of Sinn
Féln, who died on November 24th
1979. | measc laochra na nGael go ralbh
a anam. Always remembered by his
toving family.

MCDADE, James. (8th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of our friend
and comrade Vol James ‘Jamesy’ Mc-
Dade, Birmingham city active service
units, Irish Republican Army, who was
Killed in action in Coventry, England,

James McDade who died on active
service on enemy soil on November
14th 1974, Always remembered by
Reamonn McLoughlinn (Albany).
McVERRY, Michael. (9th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Michael McVerry, South Armagh, who
was shot dead by the British forces of
occupation while on active service on
November 15th 1973. Always rememb-
ered by the Barney Morris Sinn Fein
cumann, Crossmaglen.

ROONEY, John. (8th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
John Rooney, Belfast Brigade, Oglaigh
na hEireann, who died in action on
November 15th 1974. Fuair sé bas ag
troid ar son na saoirse. Always remember-
ed by his friends and comrades In the
Belfast Brigade.

viewed in a Sinn Fein office
in his constituency.
Whilst the camera homed
in on the republican posters
on the walls, McAllister was
asked if he interpreted the vote
for himself and the other Sinn
Fein candidates as a ‘vote for
violence’, His reply silenced that
line of questioning:

“l interpret it as a vote
telling the world that we want
the Brits out,” he said.

POPPY DAY

Gay Byrne was carrying a
poppy on the ‘Late Late Show’
on Saturday night, twirling it
between his fingers. | don't
know why he was not actually
wearing it, maybe it did not go
with his suit.

in Ireland and introduced sev-
eral First World War veterans
plus ‘expert’ Kevin Myers of the

“Aw, c’mon,” | whimpered,
putting on my most plaintive
look, “Please?””

But a look that would turn
a rocket-launcher into a lollipop
propelled me to take up the
dreaded task.

The book cover had been
enough. ‘A Breed of Heroes’ was
the title, and, underneath it, the
crouching figure of a British off-
icer, whose firmness of jaw-line
and purposeful look signalled
that | was about to review yet
another mass of literary rubbish
passing itself off as a novel

about the North.

DOWD, Brendan. (Leicester). Special
birthday greetings to my son Brendan.
With ail_my love and God bless. From
mother, Tralee, County Kerry.

FINN, Sean. Congratulations on your
release from Portiaolse, Sean. So glad
your family won't have to endure the
searches and outrageous conditions any
more. Love from the Naylors, New York.
FINN, Sean. Congratulations on your
release from Portlaoise, Sean. Mammy
and | will see you next August, if Bridget
will let us. Love from Eileen Nora
Naylor.

MCcNAUGHT, Pius. (Magilligan). Happy
birthday and our very best wishes, Pius.
From mother and father with all our
love; Michael; Patsy, Finnoula and fam-
ily; Betty, Teddy and family; Philomena,
Jimmy and Christopher; Margaret and
Brendan; Donagh and Clare; Marge and
Geraldine; and the Cairns family.

MOORE, Gerard. (H3-Block). Congrat-
ulations, Gerard, and Ethel, on the birth
of your twin daughters. “The rising of
the moon." From all your friends and
fans.

NORNEY, Paul. (Wormwood Scrubs).
Many happy returns on your birthday.
Will write soon. From all the lads of St
James's: Flute, Mousey, Dean, Boy,
Charlie, Mickel, Stuarty, Bap, Johnny,
Nixon and Soup.

QUIGLEY, Francis. (Portiaoise). Happy
birthday, Blg Frank, the best looking
handball player in Ireland! From your
only friend... Lucas. xxx

QUINN, Dominic. (Portlaoise). Happy
birthday, Big Frank, the best-looking
the ‘Crown Jewels', (I hope It fits me!)
STONE, Liam. (Cage 11, Long Kesh).
Happy birthday, son, your last in that
hell-hole. See you soon and God bless.
From mum, dad and all the family.
SULLIVAN, Pat. (Portlaoise). A bel-
aled happy birthday, Pat. We'll have a
Bl?lp'ur youl From Kidrad ahda 9im Bob.

is written by one Alan

Derry and South Armagh in the
“70s.

Heroes and vi

B8Y TONY BARRY

why ‘Poppy Day' is not observed
much in Ireland.

Myers talked about the myth-
ology of 1916 and how the
people who did not support it
were afterwards not_considered
to be Irish, More accurately
perhaps, he referred to the
take-over of any commemorat-
jon for them by unionists and
the pro-British, royalist slant
they were given,

Nobody mentioned the other
angle of contributing to the
poppy collections — the funds
go to support present-day Brits,
wounded in the North, as well
as the veterans.

Monk Gibbon, who was an
ambulance driver in the British
army during the war, told how
his attitude to the 1916 Rising

in Dublin, In particular he was
impressed by Francis Sheehy.
Skeffington’s bearing and man-

The hero is Charles Thor-
oughgood (cringe), who is, as
the title suggests, only one of
this ‘breed of heroes’. (At this
stage, | am revived with smell-
ing salts.)

But | console myself with
the thought that one should
know one’s enemy, and what
one’s enemy thinks of one,
shouldn’t one?

The story is as follows.
Bright young Brit (young, tall,
blonde, blue-eyed, university
graduate, Sandhurst-trained off-
icer) is sent over with his batt-
alion for a tour of duty in the
North.

‘back home’, don‘t you know.
In particular there are ‘the vill-

Memorial calemlar

y Calendar,

©® Members of the 36th (Ulster]

) Division in ti

on the first day of the Battle of the Somme in 191

ner minutes before he was
shot in the back by the British.

This shooting turned Gibbon
into a pacifist, like Skeffington,
and he refused to serve in a
combative role after that.

He described Skeffington
a small stooped man in tweed
knee-breeches, with his hands
hand-cuffed behind his back,
who had affected him greatly
“in spite of the women’s suf-
frage badge he was wearing”|

POLITICAL
Ulick O’Connor, who has

slipped in a few political points,
in spite of Gay Byme's attempts
to stop him. O’Connor said

BOOH

These are sometimes called
‘the Catholfics’, but more often
they are referred to as psycho-
paths, animals, thugs, drunks,
etc. The streets they live in are
always described as ‘narrow’ and
‘mean’. The women are always
‘old, fat and ugly’, and the men
‘prematurely old, bald and
smelling of stale drink’.

The more psychopathic of
these are engaged in an indis-
criminate terror campaign which
hurts their own people as much
as it hurts the good British, But
the people, as well as being dirty
and sullen, are also dumb and,
for some reason, will not help

to help the people but the
people, being the aforemention-

their, lives in the war; believing
that Britain would give Ireland
Home Rule when it was over.

“Instead they gave us the
Black and Tans,” he said.

Gibbon backed him up,
warning all Irish politicians not
to be taken in by the British.
We should stay out of all wars
he said, and not fight for
any other country.

One of the veterans who
Gay Byrne spoke to on the
show, Peter McBride, had three

dear nephgw Vol Gerard Fennell, Belfast He expressed his sorrow was changed when he saw the made a welcome return as brothers killed in that war and in the IRA.
Brigade, Oglalgh na h€ireann, who was that it was not seen more ill-treatment of the prisoners a panellist on the ‘Late Late’ he lost his left arm in the And, of course, James Con-
Kkilled In action on November 8th 1974.

trenches. He received a pension
of 28 shillings per week.
“If it had been my right

army’s Scots Regiment.

been four shillings more.” Even
though he had been left-handed,

The acceptance of their fate
by thess old soldiers, calmly
recalling the horrors of a war
country, was
strangely moving.

In this context, republicans Z

Volunteers in the Tan War — 7
Tom Barry and the like — 7
learnt their craft in the British
army and passed on what they
had learnt as training officers

nolly first set foot on Irish

Z
soil as a member of the British

A BREED
OFF HEROES
Alan Judd

7, v LTS . ey o o ause all women, English or not,
AT NOva A A I B 7 A A e READ ITI” the editor said, this time more forcefully. Quite s unlv“om hing,
membered by his friends and comrades | looked in vain for moral support from my comrades in ains’, a section of the commun- . sumply don’” ki All it
{nithe Birminghamygity ASUs: the AP/RN office. Sheepish eyes grinned faintly in sym- ity which i i OneoERher | -C00 You! Know. Alsecagtng
MCDADE, James. (Bth Anniversary). . P Y Y Y! ity which is not quite human, L ;.| our hero’s mother. Perish the
In proud and loving memory of Vol pathy, my legs went weak. let alone British. LDV | hought ¢

ofarmy lite
Iyeread in

e VeArS,
=

ed sullen, dirty and dumb lot
they are, do not want British

Judd, a former British army The people ‘over there’ are the good British to stop the help. Which doesn‘t really mat- the British represent in Ireland
officer who, the write-up in the definitely British, though not ‘terrorists’. ter anyway because ‘helping the really is. X
book says, served in Belfast, Qquite as British as the readers The good British are there people’ is not anywhere near as That, however, does not

important as ‘making the queen'’s
writ run’.

Things like political analysis,
or an explanation of what the
other side thinks, or how it all
began, or how it is all going to
end, are not the sort of thing
that a true Englishman should
even consider.

| use ‘man’ advisedly, bec-

The book is an odious coll-
ection of sexism, racism, arrog-
ance and incredible self-right-
eousness: in other words, fairly
run-of-the-mill British propagan-
da. | wonder do the people wha
write these things actually bel-
ieve themselves?

Whether they do or not, this
book’s only relevance is the way
it unashamedly acknowledges
the total link-up between the
media and the British army; the
isolation of the Brits on their
four-month tours in a fort surr-
ounded by, or surrounding, a
hostile community; and just
how rotten everything which

buy itl

will recall that many |RA%

that names and

The

arranged.

EDUCATION PLANS

THE NEW Sinn Fein director of education, Dermot Whelan, has requested
all combhairli ceantair to ensure that education officers are elected at the annual
general meetings now being held throughout Ireland. He has also requested

of

at 44 Parnell Square, Dublin 1.

Plans are now being formulated for an active education programme in the
coming new year. In each major region, classes and sessions will be held for
education officers dealing with their tasks and responsibilitizs,

officers be fory

d to head office

etc.

will also be seminars on topics of particular mt.n.n. in addition to
lectures included in the current education course.
Areas will be notified of the dates for the various meetings as they are

|

Pub-

AFTER the highly

9
lications have produced a new calendar for 1983, honouring our patriot dead.
The calendar — in full colour and carrying lists of all IRA Volunteers, Cum-
ann na mBan Volunteers and Fiannaidhe who have died during the present
phase of the struggle — is already in great demand and will be available from

Tuesday, November 23rd.

Individual copies of the calendar will cost IRE1.20 and £1 sterling (Britain
and abroad), plus postage, and bulk orders are avai
+ <~ Ohderd *shoufd ‘be*dent "fo%" Républican Piblications, 2A° Monagh Créscent,
Qurl Lodge, Belfast; or 44 Parnell Square, Dublin 1

ble on request.

mier g

ANNUAL SALE
AN CUMANN CABHRACH AONACH NA NOLLAG

Mansion House, Dublin

OF WORK

December 3rd, 4th & 5th

Fri. 2pm to 10pm, Sat. 12 noon to 10
Toys, Food-Stuffs, Raffles, Wheel of Fortune, etc.
~.Buses.10, 11,13, 15A, 1 s

o

5B & 20 pass-the

e

pm, Sun, 2pm to 10pm

door ..
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fdentubber Commemoration

THE ANNUAL Edentubber commemoration

took place on Sunday, Nov-

ember 14th, on the Louth/Down border, marking the 25th anmvsmry of

the death of five IRA Volunteers who were

plosion on November 11th, 1957,

The five were Oliver Craven, George
Keegan, Patrick Parle, Paul Smyth
and Michael Watters.

Several hundred people marched from
the Border Inn to the Edentubber
monument in bitterly cold weather
led by a colour party of Dundalk Fianna
Eireann followed by relatives of the
five Volunteers.

REVISION

SECTION A -— TRANSLATE TO
ENGLISH

Ta mé beag, nfl mé Iidir.

Td si sosta agus ti sf tinn

Taimid tanal, nilimid reamhar.
Nfl 55 fliuch inniu.

Nl sibh ard.

Nfl td dorcha né mér.

Ta cailin aige, nfl talamh aige.

Té infon agam.

Nil siopa acu agus nil airgead acu.
Té tart agus ocras orm.

Ta slaghdén air agus ta sé fuar.
N1l iontas orthu inniu.

SECTION B — TRANSLATE TO IRISH
You (ye) are cold.

You are clean today.

He is sick and cold.

Itis not dark.

We are not strong.

They are not weak.

She has a house and money.

| haven't a shop.

We haven’t a boy.

| am hungry and thirsty.

We are tired also.

You are sleepy today.

accidentally killed in an ex-

Fein’s director of lnralgn affairs, Sean
Halpenny, who paid tribute to the five
men and to all those who have given
their lives in the fight for national

He called on republicans through-
particularly m

There were contingents from Louth, libetetion.

Armagh, Down, Monaghan, Cavan, Dub-

lin and Waxford out the country, ai
The the the ysi

were chaired by Ioml Slnn Fein county
councillor Fra Browne and included
the laying of wreaths and the sounding
of the ‘Last Post’.

The oration was given by Sinn

®SEAN BURNS

®GERVAIS McKERR

@ EUGENE TOMAN

BURNS, McKERR, TOMAN. The N-punllnn Movement, North Armagh, comprising

tional Graves Association, deeply regret

ed by the Ruc Deepest sympathy Is extended to their famiiles and friends.

must take

backward, our steps must be onward, for If we don’t, the ghost

no
of the martyrs Who died for you, for me, for this country, will haunt us for eternity.

(Maire Drumm).

BURNS, McKERR, TOMAN. The Repub-
lican POWs in the H-Blocks extend thelr
most heartfelt sympathy to the families,
friends and comrades of Vols Sean Burns,
Gervais McKery and Eugene Toman,
Oglaigh na hEireann, North Armagh,
who were brutally murdered on Nov-
ember 11th. Fhad's at§ na hyaigheanna
seo in Eirinn, nf bheidh siochain ann gan
saolrse.

BURNS, McKERR, TOMAN. The repub-
lican POWs In the cages, Long Kesh, ex
tend their deepest and heartfelt

BURNS, McKERR, TOMAN. Deepest
sympathy is extsnded to the famities,
friends and comrades of Vols Sean
Burns, Gervais McKerr, and Eugene
Toman who were brutally murdered
by RUC thugs on Thursday, Novembar
11th, 1982. Deeply regretted by their
comrade Brendan McKenna (H2).

BURNS, McKERR, TOMAN. Deepest
sympathy Is extended to the family,
friends and comrades of Sean Burns,
Gervals McKnn and Eugene Toman.

to the family, friends and comrades of
Vols Sean Burns, Gervais McKerr, and
glaigh na hEireann,

ed

by RUC thugs on November 11th.
BURNS, McKERR, TOMAN. The O/C,
Staff and , Gglaigh na hEire-

counties, to
the urgent need to organise and educate,
directing efforts especially to the people
who are oppressed the most — the un-
employed, the homeless and badly
housed, small farmers, youth and women.

PRONUNCIATION:

The pronunciation given in brackets
is as near as possible to the sound.

CH is sounded as in LOCH ERNE.

D and T before A, O and U are thick,
spoken with the tongue pressed against
the upper front teeth.

DH and GH are like a G far back
in the throat— almost a gargle.

SECﬂON C — PHRASES TO TRANS-

Dh dhuil.

Conas ‘t4 ta?

0 m- fuar.

Té sé fuar inniu, agus fliuch.
Sugar, please.

Itis there.

Thank you.

You're welcome.

ANSWERS

SECTION A

| am small, | am not strong.
She is old and she is sick.
We are thin, we are not fat.
It is not wet today.

You (ye) are not tall.

You are neither dark nor big.

He has a girl, he hasn’t land.

| have a daughter.

They haven’t a shop and they haven't
money.

| am thirsty and hungry.

He has a cold and he is cold.

They are not surprised today.

SECTION B

Ta sibh fuar.

Ta td glan inniu.

Ta - tinn agus llllr.
Nil 58 dorcha.
Nilimid laidir.

Ta ocras agus tart orm. -
Ta tuirse orainn freisin.
Ta codladh ort inniu.

SECTION C

God bless you.

How are you?

| am cold.

Itis cold lodav. and wet.
Squm ma’se do thoil &.
Té s ansin.

Go raibh maith agat.
Failte romhat.

REMEM CERINGYTH ERERST,
Unknown IRA Volunteers

BY PETER O'ROURKE

DURING THE winter of 1922,
in addition to its policy of murder
and internment, the Free State gov-
ernment began the quasi-legal syst-
ematic execution of republicans.

In September of that year, Richard
Mulcahy, as Minister for Defence, put
through the pro-Treaty parliament the
Army Emergency Powers Act setting up
military courts with powers to pass the
death sentence.

The niceties of the legal procedures
were of little concern to the government
which was soon to shoot Erskine

Childers as his sentence was being
appealed 10 a higher court.

But on the day that Erskine Childers
was being tried by the military court,
it was announced that the first four rep-

ublican prisoners, rank and file mem-
bers of the IRA, had been executed in
Dublin.

They were James Fisher, Richard
Twohig, Peter Cassidy and John
Gaffney, who had been found guilty of
possession of revolvers.

Kevin O’Higgins, the Minister for
Home Affairs, explaining to the Free
State parliament why unknown IRA
Volunteers had been executed first, said:

“If they took as their first case some
man who was outstandingly active and
outstandingly wicked in his activities,
the unfortunate dupes throughout the
country might say that he was killed
because he was a leader, because he was
an Englishraan (a reference to Childers),
or because he combined with others to
commit raids."

nltogether, between November 1922
and the end of the Civil War in May
1923, 77 republicans were executed.

® VOL RICHARD TWOHIG

The first four were executed by firing
squad on November 17th, 1922 — g0
years ago this week.

ann (Portiaolse), extend thelr deepest
sympathy to the familles and friends
of Vols Sean Burns, Gervais McKerr
and Eugene Toman who were brutally
murdered on November 11th. May
they rest In peace.

BURNS, McKERR, TOMAN. It is with
the deepest regret that we learn of the
deaths of Vols n Burns, Gervais M
Kerr and Eugene Toman who wei

murdered by the RUC on November
11th. To their family circles we extend
our sincerest sympathy. From the Tom
Willlams/Thomas Harte Sinn F8in cum-
ann, Lurgan.

BURNS, (McKERR, TOMAN. Deepest

murdered by the RUC. From Peter and
Paul Corey, Liam Haddock and Jim
Byrne.

BURNS, McKERR, TOMAN. Dee
sympathy to the families and friends of
Vols ‘Seanbo’ Burns, Gervals M:Kuv
and Eugene Toman who were
ated by the RUC. From Elleen MeNally
and family and Dermot (H-Block).
BURNS, McKERR, TOMAN. Deepest
sympathy is extended to the family
and friends of our dear friends Sean,
Gervais and Eugene who were murder.
ed by RUC gunmen. From Tomis Mul-
holland and family.

BURNS, McKERR, TOMAN. Deepest
sympathy Is extended to the family and
friends of Vols Sean Burns, Gervais
McKerr and Eugene Toman who were
brutally murdered by RUC gunme
From Peter and Lella Quine and family.
BURNS, McKERR, TOMAN. D
sympathy is extended to the family and
friends of Vols Sean Burns, Gervais
McKerr and Eugene Toman who were
brutally murdered by RUC gunmen.
From Gerard and Janet Lavery and
family.

BURNS, McKERR, TOMAN. Deepest
sympathy is extended to the families of
Sean Burns, Gervais McKerr and Eugene
Toman who were brutally murdered by
the RUC. From Joe and Bernadette
©O'Hagan and family.

BURNS, McKERR, TOMAN. Deepest
sympathy is extended to the families of
my dear friend Gervais McKerr and his
comrades Eugene Toman and Sean Burns
who were brutally murdered by the
RUC. From Felim O'Hagan (H4).
BURNS, McKERR, TOMAN. Deepest
sympathy Is extended to the families of
Sean, Gervais and Eugene who were
brutally murdered by the RUC. From
the Tony Aherne Sinn'Fain cumann,
Manchester.

BURNS, McKERR, TOMAN. Deepest
sympathy is extended to the families of
our beloved friends ‘Seanbo' Burns,
Gervals McKerr and Eugene Toman who
were murdered by the RUC. From the
youth of Kilwilkie, Shankill and Tegh-
nevan estates, Lurgan.

URNS, McKERR, TOMAN. Deepest
sympathy is extended to the families and
friends of ‘Seanbo', Gervais and Eugene
who were tally murdered by the
RUC. Sadly missed by their friend
Tony Keegan, Lurgan.

BURNS, McKERR, TOMAN. Most heart-
felt sympathy is extended to the fami
and friends of Sean Burns, Gervais Mc-
Kerr and Eugene Toman who were brut-
ally murdered by the RUC. From their
friend ‘Spock’ McMahon.

BURNS, McKERR, TOMAN. Deepast
and sincere sympathy Is extended to
the families of Sean Burns, Gervais
McKerr and Eugene Toman who were
brutally murdered by their oppressors
In lite, the hated RUC. Ni dhéantar
dearmad orthu. From Stevie, Kevin,
Gerard and Maxie (Partlaoise),

BURNS, McKERR, TOMAN. The staff
of Republican Publications, Belfast, ex-
tend their deepest sympathy to the
lamilies, friends and comrades of Vols
Sean Burns, Gervais McKerr and Eugene
ronun who were murdered on November

BUNNS McKERR, TOMAN. The Twin-
brook 'Martyrs Sinn  Fein cumann,
Belfast, extend their deepest wmwlhy
to the families, friends and comrades
of Vols Sean B Gervais Mc
and Eugene Toman who were murdered
by the crown forces on November 11th

bodies lie
esid andy confise , your spirit echoes
toud the demand for luulu in the voice
of a risen peopl om Aidan, Marlon,
Owen and the Mcnuity/Cannion Sinn
Féin cumann, Dublin.

BURNS, McKERR, TOMAN. The
O h Raois Sinn Féin cumann,
Dublln .xnna thelr sympathy to the
familles, friends and comrades of Sean,
Gervais and Eugene who were murdered
by crown forces on November 1lth.
We must carry on their fight.
CORRIGAN. Deepest sympathy Is ex-
tended to leanule Corrigan and family
on tie anath of Peter who was brutaily
murdered by British agents on October
27th. From Marty and Maureen Gray
and Gerry Lavery.

DONNELLY. Sligo comhairle ceantair,
Sinn Fain, extend their sympathy to
Mrs Martin Donnelly and family circle
on their recent bereave
McKENNA. The Maire Drumm Sinn
Féin cumann, Clondalkin, County Dub-
lin, extend their deepest sympathy
to the family, friends and comrades
of Jeff McKenna who died recently.
Jetf will be sorely missed but his tire-
less enthusiasm in the republican cause
could probably
In the words: "Don'l mourn, D"Inl-]"
Mecc: sinn
Feéln cuma: sauyrnun Dublin, deeply
regret the "deatn of Mc
tireless and fearless worker for
republic. We extend our sinces
pathy to his family and fr
Clogher, County Tyrone, and Dublin.
Codall go cltin, a chamraid. %
McKENNA. 6 Dilll Sinn Féin
cumann, Dublin, extend thelr deepest
sympathy to the McK-nna mily on
the tragic death of th,
McKENNA. The O ném-r Raols
Sinn Féin cumann, Dublin, offer their
deepest sympathy to the family and
friends of Jetf McKenna. His energy
never wavered.

McKENNA. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to the family of Jeff McKenna
who died as the resuit of a road accident
on November 7th. From his frlends
Shay, Seamus, Frankie and Rab.
McKENNA. Sincerést sympathy Is ex-
tended to the family, friends and com-
rades of Jeff McKenna who died on
November 7th. Jeft's tireless devotion
to the republican struggle and his sin-
cerity In promoting its principles shone
like a beacon and inspired all of us who
had the privilege of knowing and working
with hlm God grant this gen! llnd nobie
Ga dheis raibh
a ll\am naofa. From Mick and lvllnﬂs.
Monaghan and Tyrone.

McKENNA. Sincere sympathy is ex-
tended to the McKenna family on the
death of th son 1. Sadly missed
by Linda and Tomm: and John Mo
Catfrey, wife and family.

McKENNA. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to the family and friends of
Jeff McKenna, Sinn Fé&in activist, who
was the victim_of a hit-and-run Iver
recently. Go ndéana Dla trdcaire d'anam.
From his friends and comrades in
Monaghan town,

McKENNA. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to the relatives and friends of
Jeff McKenna. From Stevie, Belfast.
McKENNA. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to the family, friends and com-
rades of Jeff McKenna of Dublin Sinn
Féin who died so tragically in a road
accidgent. From Pat, Charlie, Jim, Aidan,
Dinger, Coim, Barry, Pete, Piluv, Shane
and Tommy (Portlaoise).

McKENNA. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to the family ana friends of
Jell McKenna wno died on November
7th. From Shane (Portlaoise); and Pat,
Palricia, Leone, Gary and Jariatn,
Rush, County Duhlln

McKENNA. Deepest sympathy Is ex-
lended to the McKenna family on the
death ot their son Jeft. From Gearoid,
Slobhan, Ciara and Aisling McConnell,
Leixlip,

McKENNA. Deepest sympathy s ex-
tended 1o the McKenna family on the
dealh of their son Jelf. From Vincy,
Monaghan.
McKERR. Deepest
tended to the
tades ol Vol
na hEueann, who was murdered by
crown forces on November 11th. From
Willie Greenan, Belfast,

sympathy Is  ex-




‘Gervais McKerr

THE Irish Republican Army claimed Gervais McKerr,
Eugene Toman and Sean Burns as its Volunteers in a
statement issued on Sunday 14th November, the day of
the funeral. The text, which was largely ignored by the

media, reads in full:

“The North Armagh Bri-
gade IRA offers its sym-
pathies to the families of
our comrade Volunteers,
Gervais McKerr, Sean Bumns
and Eugene Toman, slaught-
ered by the RUC whilst
unarmed.

the executions of our com-
rades, and political reaction
to the shootings, have ex-
posed the double standards
of the various churches and

Leathanach 12 — AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS, Thursday, November 18th, 1982

Eugene Toman

They were our Volunteers-1RA

of war and is privately
viewed as such by the
RUC and loyalists though
they I\nvc attempted to put
on it. But be-

“The killing of Gervais
McKerr, Sean Burns and

cause the RUC is supposed
to operate within rules,

behind the pretext that our
comrades broke through a
non-existent roadblock be-
fore they were shot.

“To find the double
standards one only had to
read back over the news-
paper reports of reaction to

Sean Burns

men at our hands in the
same area two weeks ago,
when Catholic and Protest-
ant bishops and politicians
were unambiguous about
making moral pronounce-
ments in describing the
circumstances of  their
deaths. The silence of the

Protestant bishops lays bare
their sectarian partisanship,
and the calls for meaning-
less enquiries from Catholic-
clerics shows a slavish at-
titude to fit what is an act
of war into the framework.
of a normal society which

"The. circumstances of

VOLUNTEER Gervais McKerr, from
the Teghnaven estate in Lurgan, was
31-years-old and had been in the IRA
for two years. He leaves behind his
wife Eleanor, aged 30, and two young
children, 8-year-old Jonathan and 2%-
year-old David. His tenth wedding
anniversary would have occurred on
December 9th.

Gervais was extremely well-known and
highly respected in republican circles, both
in and beyond Lurgan, as a tireless activist,
particularly in H-Block campaigning and
more recently during the assembly elections
as a worker on behalf of Sinn Fein candidate
J.B. O Hagan.

Less well known, except to his comrades
in the North Armagh Brigade, was his active
involvement in IRA operations in the Lur-
gan area, which he pursued enthusiastically
and with considerable courage. One com-
rade of his recalls how he would spend a
whole day at a time in the countryside around
Lurgan looking for possible positions from
which to launch attacks on the Brits, or
RUC and UDR. He never once looked for
anything in return, even for expenses in-
curred, but was always ready to put his hand
in his own pocket to help a comrade in need.

FAMILY

But notwithstanding all this, it is prim-
arily as a family man, devoted to his wife
and children, that Gervais McKerr is remem-
bered by both republican comrades and by
his family and neighbours.

One Volunteer recalls that he never knew
Gervais to lose his temper or raise his voice.
He had an easy come, easy go personality
and not only helped people if he was able
to do so, but often put himself to great in-
convenience in the process. In particular, he
is remembered for being prepared to drive
anyone needing a lift wherever they needed
to go, for which he never even accepted
petrol money. Eleanor used to tease him
abaut running a taxi.

Eugene Toman was an act they have tried to hide

® Gervais with his family in happier times, on
holiday in Blackpool last July

In turn, his catch-phrase, in,,gi(ing in —
jokingly — when she insisted on something,
was: “Anything for a quiet life”,

Gervais had the knack of turning his hand
to a wide range of occupations. A keen
photographer, he took photos at Sinn Fein
and H-Block rallies and functions, and at
weddings and other social occasions, in-
variably donating any money he raised to
republican causes. He developed his own
photos too, and at the time of his death was
building a shed in his back garden to act as
a darkroom.

He made a whole range of other things
including framed handkerchiefs of the
hunger-strikers which, similarly, he used to
raise funds.

HARASSED

Not surprisingly, Gervais was constantly
harassed and persecuted by the RUC and
UDR. Much of this persecution focussed on
his car, which was well-known to the RUC.
In the space of two months alone he re-
ceived six summonses in connection with
the car, and had only recently finished
paying over £200 in a series of fines.

The RUC themselves, after gunning down
Gervais at 9.40pm, and while his body still
lay unrecovered by the roadside, were to
compound their savagery by raiding his
house between 12.45am t0*2.50am on the
pretext of a tip-off about arms and ex-
plosives. At no time during this did they tell
his wife what had happened, and it was not
until a local priest arrived at 4am that
Eleanor learned he was dead.

Gervais is best summed up by his wife:
“He was always for the people in need.” To
the RUC whose oppression he fought, that
was enough to murder him.

the deaths of three RUC

IN MANY WAYS |t is only poslbie

the North is clearly not.”

calls, and never let their comrades down.
In

to write about Vi
Toman and Sean Burns together since
they had been inseparable friends
since school.

Both Volunteers were 21-years-old, had
spent several months on remand in the same
H-Block cell, eventually receiving suspended
sentences for their part in rioting during
the hunger-strike, and — having been temper-
ed and politicised by their jail experience —
both applied to join the IRA on the day of
their release, March 29th of this year.

In this short space of time, Eugene and
Sean became an invaluable part of the IRA’s
speedy reorganisation in Lurgan, constantly
active on operations and eager to do more
than their fair share, eventually forced to
go ‘on the run’ after Sean was recognised
on an operation. He escaped the RUC,
on that occasion, only by sheer raw nerve.

F | Despite being urged to transfer to another
battalion area for their own safety, both
Volunteers insisted that they were needed
most on their home ground in Lurgan.
Barely two weeks after their return they
were to meet their death at the hands of the
RUC whose oppression they had so fearless-
ly resisted.

ANECDOTES

Stories and anecdotes abound concerning
the few months of their operational involve-
ment. On one accasxon in particular, Eugcnn

terms they were relatively
inexperienced, yet everything they did was
right.

Socially, both Eugene and Sean enjoyed
life to the full, and — recalls a comrade —
got up to really crazy things, always laugh-
ing and joking. Sean was interested in trad-
itional music and Irish dancing, Eugene
was forever singing aloud, mostly rebel
songs: though his favourite was ‘Willie Mac-
Bride’, and was forever with a pen or brush
in his hand, a ‘professional graffiti arsjsx'
according to one friend. 2

Typically, the last thing he ever drew, in
ornate lettering with a biro as he waited in
Gervais McKerr’s house that evening, were
the simple words ‘Ireland For The Irish’. At
the top of the scrap of paper is the brief
signature E.T. 11/11/82.

ENGAGED -

Eugene had been going with 20-year-old
Colette Gaskin for the past'six years and they
were due to get engaged shortly. His mother
was to learn of his death at 5am on Friday,
her birthday.

Both Eugene and Sean were typical ‘child-
ren of the troubles’, persecuted, arrested
and held for questioning for hours or days
.at a time, freq y since their mid-t
Like many- of their generation they rensled
by instinct, finally gaining the commitment
and experience that led them to an active
and dlscnpllned involvement in. the Repub-

and Sean were din inga
flat for a possible sniping attack against the
RUC, under strict instructions that the
flat’s two occupants and anyone else who
called at the flat were to be securely held.
Unfortunately people kept calling to the
flat, and Eugene and Sean ended up holding
thirteen adults and three children in a back
bedroom!

In republican terms, the two were totally
dedicated, fearless and resourceful, 'Provos
to the backbone’ as.one young friend re-
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Their death loge(her, with_Gervais, was
a double tragedy for each of their families
and friends because of their closeness to
each other, and a profound loss to the repub-
lican cause they served.

And yet, as one of Eugene Toman's
family said: “/n a way it was fitting they
should have died together. If only one of
them had died it would have broken the
other's heart.”
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