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(OPINION )
EEC

HAND-OUTS

THE ANNOUNCEMENT this week of
£65 million to be made available by
the EEC for Belfast projects is unlike-
ly to be greeted with any enthusiasm
by a people who have grown wise to
the mesmeric financial miracles which
are regularly unveiled in Brussels and
Luxembourg.

No doubt the MEPs who have ‘fought’ for this
latest patronising hand-out will attempt to make
much of this between now and next year’s elect-
ions, but what is the small print of the deal?

First of all, the figure is to be made available
over a three-year period. So we are discussing less
than £40 per head of the Belfast population per
year. :

And, in spite of the fact that Belfast housing
conditions have been acknowledged by the EEC
Commission to be the worst in Europe, this new
grant comes with the proviso that not one penny
of the money can be spent on housing.

Instead, the aid is to be spent on “community
facilities, tourist amenities, /land reclamation; in-
dustrial zones, harbour facilities, transport and
environmental improvements.” And even then, the
EEC will only give 70% of the finance to approved
projects, the other 30% must come from the Brit-
ish government.

The reality then will be that the British govern-
ment will save 70% on ding already pl d,
which can be manipulated under the required head-
ings and the EEC money will add nothing extra.

Apologists for the EEC and the British .govern-
ment proclaim that even though none of the
money is to be spent on housing, it will neverthe-
less ‘release other British funds for housing needs’.

Who is exp d to believe this nc ?

The British government has, quite blatantly,

- claimed money from the EEC’s regional and social
fund down the years on the basis that the North is
one of the most deprived regions, but has certainly
not spent it in the North.

So who is going to ensure that this money saved
by the Brits will be spent on Belfast housing? Will
it be direct-ruler James Prior, who earlier this
month declared that he had never met people like
those in the North for ‘holding their hands out?

Since EEC entry a decade ago, these amazing
millions in grants, both north and south of the
border, have been flashed before our eyes as the
great benefits of entry and as an indisputable reas-
on for remaining the lowliest member of this rich
man’s club. :

But though these millions are totted up impres-
sively, no price is put on the costs. The less easily
calculated costs of massive unemployment and the
destruction of Irish-based industries far- outweigh
these flashy figures.

Even in agriculture, there are only a very few
who have grasped the widely promised crock of
gold. Certainly, for the rest there has been no
economic miracle.

The EEC operates by illusion, this latest one is
nothing to get excited about.
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Mortars in

Grossmaglen

TEN mortar bombs were fired into the heavily-
fortified British army/RUC base in Crossmaglen in
a coolly executed IRA operation on Wednesday
afternoon this week, June 22nd.

A dozen IRA Volunteers moved into ‘the Lismore housing

estate in the town, about 150 yards from the base, in several
vehicles, which included a commandeered lorry from which the

mortars were launched.

Volunteers went from door to
door warning residents whose homes
were in the line of fire to move out
for their own safety. They also stop-
ped traffic on the Dundalk road,
which runs past the base, to ensure
that there were no civilian casualt-
ies.

The mortar bombs were launch-
ed by a command wire signal some
200 yards from the lorry in Con-
way Crescent.

When the attack happened, a
Wessex helicopter was in the base
dropping ‘a container of supplies
and as the mortars landed, the pilot
lifted off, losing his load of sandbags
and uniforms, damaging nearby
rooftops.

In the panic afterwards, British
soldiers briefly detained a number
of people en route to a wedding,
but it was three hours before they
ventured near to the commandeer-
ed lorry and began preparations to
examine it for any booby-traps.
Meanwhile, all the IRA Volunteers
involved in the operation were re-
ported to have returned safely to
base.

The British army later admitted
to one Brit injured and damage to
the base, some of which, to the
perimeter battlements, was visible
from outside.

HOAX BOMBS
IN BELFAST

On the morning of Thursday,
June 16th, in a carefully synchron-
ised operation, Belfast Brigade IRA
brought the commercial life of Bel-
fast city centre to a halt with three
vans containing hoax bombs placed
at Shaftesbury Square, Wellington
Place and College Street.

The vans had been commandeer-
ed earlier in the Beechmount area
and, when in place, warnings were
telephoned to a number of points.

Further disruption was caused
by similar bomb warnings phoned
to other shops and businesses inside
the Belfast security zone, where,
on the previous Monday, IRA in-
cendiaries destroyed two major

stores.
BALLYMENA
OPERATION
On Saturday, June 18th, an IRA

operation planned as a dramatic
preliminary to the visit of the Brit-
ish Queen Mother to the North this
week — supposedly on a secret
itinerary — went wrong when a
proxy van bomb en route to Bally-
mena was intercepted several miles
outside the town.

The night before, four armed
IRA Volunteers took over a house
off the Falls Road, where the oc-
cupier’s van was loaded with 30Ibs
of gelignite and one 45 gallon drum
of petrol. On Saturday, the owner
was instructed to drive to Bally-
mena, accompanied by a second
vehicle containing a number of
armed Volunteers.

On the interception, the Volunt-
eers successfully eluded the cordon
thrown up and escaped.

The following Monday, June *
20th, when the British Queen
Mother was inspecting a Territorial
Army parade in St Patrick’s Barr-
acks, Ballymena, several bomb warn-
ings phoned to commercial premises
in Ballymena town added to the
chaos in the area. The IRA also
revealed the location of the second
yehicle used in the aborted operat-
ion, which had been abandoned in
a loyalist housing estate in Bally-
mena.

The massive security surround-
ing the visit, and the consequences
of the disruptive IRA actions, were
contradictions enough of the at-
tempted presentation of the visit
as a normalisation exercise.
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BY HILDA MacTHOMAS

SINN FEIN's election mmpalgn for
next Wednesday’s by-election in Area
D’ of West Belfast was launched
on Thursday, June 16th, at a press
conference held in Connolly House,
the recently opened headquarters of
West Belfast Sinn Fein. Sinn Fein
candidate Alex Maskey expressed con-
fidence that the party would take the
council seat.

He reiterated Sinn Fein’s determination
to break the ‘cosy relationship’ between
the SDLP and the unionist parties in the
City Hall, and expose those parties’ com-
placency towards the living conditions of
the people of that area.

West Belfast MP Gerry Adams added
that in 1985 Sinn Fein hoped to win most
of the council seats in West Belfast, thus
“giving representation to ordinary people
for the first time.”

Sinn Fein’s confidence in this election
is firmly rooted in the party’s track record
in the area, with its full-time-advice centres,
and the daily constituency work carried
out by Sinn Fein’s full-time staff, in par-
ticular on housing, and in stark contrast
to the clientelism practised by all the other
parties. For that reason, say Sinn Fein, it
is all the more important to return a Sinn
Fein councillor on Wednesday, June 29th, so
as to make in-roads into the services con-
trolled by Belfast City Council, and make
them more accountable to the people of
the area.

the SDLP who
travelled all the way to West Belfast from

A £ y
©® Alex Maskey (centrs) canvassing in West Belfast’s Lenadoon estate

his South Belfast residence to launch. his
election campaign, showed typical opportun-
ism by calling for the demolition of Moyard
and the Divis Flats, and went on calling
housing “the biggest prablem in West Bel-

fast apart from the Provos” — a nmark in

Kelly, whose resignation from Belfast City
Council precipitated next Wednesday’s by-
election has accused the SDLP of using
smear tactics against Sinn Fein in their elect-
ion campaign. In a statement, Kelly said:

“The _allegations made in the Irish News by
the SDLP’s Brian Feeny that | was forced by the
Provos at gunpoint’ to resign my council seat are
completely untrue. If he or his party want to
run a smear campaign against Sinn Fein in the
forthcoming Area ‘D’ by-election, they should
look for other means rather than use me as &
scap t. -
“As part of the SDLP’s smear campaign, Cor-
mac Boomer alleged, in one of his typical gutter
remarks, that the H-Block councillors ‘danced a
Jjig over the hunger-strikers’ graves”. This allegation
is indefensible and callous in the extreme. If
Cormac Boomer and his collesgues had withdmwn
from councils in the North during the 1981 hunger-
strike, many deaths could possibly have been
avoided during that period, both of hunger-strikers
and of innocent people killed by plastic bullets.

“Feeny also falsely stated that we have done
“little or nothing” for our constituents since we
were elected. Speaking for myself, | was involved
in many housing issues, for example, the success-
ful campaign for the demoalition of the Turf Lodge
Flats. | also helped many squatter families to
obtain legal rentbooks they had been denied,
and | also opposed the eviction of people in the
Blacks Road and Lenadoon areas.

“Many people in the area could no doubt
testify to the clashes | had with the DHSS on
their behalf. With the great shortage of sports
facilities in West Belfast, | was also very active
in pressing for more playing pitches for GAA
clubs and was involved in trying to get a leisure
centre built for the Ballybone ares of North
Belfast. 3
“In it appears to me'that the SDLP

the vein of the SDLP’s bitter el ir
earlier this month, and which has alraa
proved detrimental‘to them.

Former independent cnum:illor, Gen'v

are cynically making these allegations to further
their own aims. It ssems that in every SDLP
election campaign the first casualty is always the
outh.”

SDLP hangon tolifebelt

THE SDLP, its credibility eroded by Sinn Fein’s electoral

gains,

meeting on Thursday,
even to British direct-ruler

On Monday, June 20th, Joe
Hendron, the defeated SDLP can-

is more than ever in need of the lifebelt, represented
by the New Ireland Forum, which will be having its second
June 23rd. That fact has become obvious,
Jim Prior, who has seen fit to make
a few encouraging noises in the direction of the Forum.

some credibility with Northern
nationalists.

nounced,

with Thatcher,

gart EEC conference on Sunday,
June 19th, Garret FitzGerald an-
after a half-hour long
“friendly and constructive’
that a summit
meeting between British and Free
State leaders would ‘probably’ take
place before the end of the year.

chat

didate for West Belfast, hinted that
the Forum had some ‘trump
cards’ to play, due to the fact
that the Free State was “operat-
ing along the border” and “spend-
ing vast amounts of money on
this.”

The suggestion that the Free
State should stop propping up
the border has been made repeat-
edly by Sinn Fein. That the SDLP
now opportunistically chooses to
make the same suggestion shows
how desperate they are to use the
Dublin meetings in order to regain

The Forum was described last
week by West Belfast MP Gerry
Adams as a ‘political pantomime’,
and he accused the parties attend-
ing it of being afraid of the Sinn
Fein position being outlined pub-
licly, and of “only now trying to
work out a blueprint for a united
Ireland * when Sinn Fein is breath-
ing down their necks.

PUBLICITY
The SDLP are not the only
ones to engage in exercises for
home consumption. At the Stutt-

Such meetings had been. inter-
rupted in 1982 when Charles
Haughey, then Free State premier,
had refused to back Thatcher’s ad-
venture in the Falklands/Malvinas.

It seems now, that the British,
concerned at the ever-increasing
support for the Republican Move-
ment, are ready to resume the so-
called Anglo-Irish process, and with
it the quest for a way to defeat
the republican challenge while
creating the illusion of political
progress towards unity.

@ JOE HENDRON

@®GARRET FITZGERALD

Somersaults over Sinn Fein vote

@ BISHOP CAHAL DALY

THE 102,701 votes Sinn Fein
got in ‘the recent British
general elections are continu-
ing to cause headaches among
the political and church lead-
ers who before the elections
had joined in the campaign
against Sinn Fein.

Last Sunday, June 19th, Free
State premier Garret FitzGerald said
that the increase in the Sinn Fein
vote was caused by a high turn-out,
Sinn Fein contesting twice as many
seats as in the October 1982 elections,

and by ‘massive personation’. Fitz-
Gerald, who likes to portray himself

.asa ‘ﬁgures expert’, carefully ignored

the fact that the votes gained by
Sinn Fein fighting in areas where it
had not fielded candidates in October,
really amount to less than 7,000 —
which does not account for the
39,000 vote increase between last
October and June 9th.

BISHOP
At the end of May, Bishop Cahal Daly
had warned West Belfast voters that a vote
for Sinn Fein would be seen as a ‘vote for
violence’. However, speaking on RTE
radio last weekend, Bishop. Daly blandly

observed that the Sinn Fein vote was “not
a proxy vote for violence.” Apparently
privy to the innermost motivations of
West Belfast voters, Daly said that they,
“out of a sense of frustration and desper-
ation”, had “voted for change”, that they
did not “consciously approve of violence®,
but felt “the new party should be given
a chance, and if it did not succeed, then
it would no longer receive their support.”

The bishop's verbal somersaults were
criticised by the Sinn Fein elected represent-
ative for Mid-Ulster, Danny Morrison, who
accused Daly of wanting to ‘have it both
ways'.

“If he is going to get involved in politics,
he should stick to hh yunc." Danny Murvls~
onconcluded. -~
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Longmile Road
picket

COMPULSORY redundancies, unsatis-
factory payments-in cases of voluntary
redundancy and the denlal of previously
agreed wage increases have, say workers,
led to strike action at Blackwood-| -Hodge,
Longmile Road, Dublin, manufacturers
of heavy construction machinery.

The strike by workers, members
of AGEMOU, began on Friday last,
June 17th, following attempts by
management to enforce lay-offs as part
of en overall restructuring of the com-
pany. AGEMQU had reluctantly toler-
sted voluntary redundancies since Febru-
ary last when 13 workers were laid off,
but they have consistenty opposed
compulsion.

Compensation offered to workers
being laid off wes totally unacceptable
to the union and both sides agreed to
refer the matter to a Rights Commission-
er. His decision in favour of the union’s
Pposition was, in turn, rejected by the
company, who then announced a further
21 redundancies with their original
settlement offer.

A further redundancy was added
recently to the list on the same day,
say workers, that six new managerial
cars were acquired by the company,
including a Daimler and a Sseb. This
pampering of management is reflected
in the fact that there are now 10 man-
agers in a company of only 46 employ-
ees,

Despite this overmanning and over-
spending at the managerial level the com-
pany have, according to the union, re-
neged on a previously agreed wage
settlement and are now- attempting to’
impose an 18-month pay agreement be-
ginning with a three-month pay pause
from January last -and offering an
11% increase paid in two parts to be
operative until June 30th 1984.

Women’s
conference

‘WOMEN and the National Question’
was one of the best-attended workshops
at a women'’s conference which took
place last weekend in Belfast. Organised
by women from many different groups,
the conference was attended by about
250 women, and offered workshops on
a wide range of topics, from sexuality to
trade unionism.

The workshop on the national quest-
ion saw a few attacks on Sinn Fein, as
ludicrous as they were predictable: “Sinn
Fein could not be regarded as progressive
given its stance on abortion; “Sinn Fein
did not care about the Armagh POWs”’;
“Last week the IRA planted a bomb
which could have destroyed the Belfast
Rape Crisis Centre”.

However, the Sinn Fein women pre-
sent at the conference ensured that these
statements, more akin to Sinn Fein bash-
ing than constructive criticism, did not
g0 unanswered.

The main difference between the
participants remained, however, that
between those traditional feminists who
feel that ‘party politics’ are a ‘threat to
their identity’, and those who see the
irrelevance for many working-class wom-
en, especially in nationalist areas, of
conferences such as this one, which apart
from a few exceptions remained largely
confined to the middleclass feminist
ghetto.

A two-hour workshop could never
bridge that gap, and no conclusion was
reached other than that of keeping the
lines of communication open, and the
debate going.

Travellers
defended

SEAN GALLAGHER, Sinn Fein spokes-
person in Letterkenny, County Donegal,
has urged both county and urban coun-
cillors to adopt an enlightened attitude
" in thei ings with travellers follow-
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BY JANE PLUNKETI’

EDUCATION in the six counties is to
suffer further attacks by the Brmsh
.government ling to

ial document now in the hands of
Sinn Fein.

Details of this document, which predicts
redundancies and cut-backs, reveal the failure
of representations by the Catholic Hierarchy,
whose arguments on behalf of Catholic edu-
cation have been largely ignored by the Tories,
and will come as a blow to the Catholic com-
munity in general who will find further attacks
" on Irish culture by an unsympathetic admin-
istration,

Under pressure from the Catholic Hier-
archy, the British government had, on Nov-
ember 26th last, decided to abandon plans
to close the North’s Catholic teacher-training
colleges, St Mary’s and St Joseph's, and agreed
to a P plan to the two
colleges. o

Representing the Northern bishops at these
talks, Bishops Cahal Daly and Edward
Daly commented at tha nmo that thev ex-
pected the d
to their demands that tha propomon of the
North’s trainee teachers in the Catholic sector
be increased to 40%, and rejected the notion
that the Catholic element in teacher training
be confined to the primary sector only.

Nicholas Scott, Education Minister, reject-
ed this a month later, indicating that the in-
take of students to the amalgamated college
would not be increased to the Jevel the bishops
had requested.

CONFIDENTIAL
Thos decxslon was confirmed last" Apnl in
a forming the princ-

 visaged

* year’s notice in cases where

e

© St Mary’s College: Accoarding to a confidential report in the hands of Sinn Fein, Catholic colleges are facing -

further cut-backs by the British
ipals of St Mary’s and St Joseph’s of changes
which would be implemented without con-
sUItIna either staff or students.
the most ing changes en-
is the reduction of academic staff
levels at the colleges to 60, over a two-year
period, which could mean up to 30 redun-
dancies, with ancillary workers also likely to
be affected. The document states that “the
college is therefore asked to plan accordingly.
It will of course, be necessary to identify
the staff who may be involved in the first
phase of any reductions within the next few
months in view of the need to give one academic
lsory. re-

and art, further weakening the curriculum
offered.

The Ulster Polytechnic, which will now
cater for such specialisation, makes scant pro-
vision for Irish music and games, and the
Higher Education Council of the GAA has
already condemned the plan on the grounds
that it will have an adverse effect on the future
of national games. This effect may also extend
to other cultural fields since cut-backs in
courses such as Irish language teaching appear

inevitable.
ATTACK
In an attack on the plans contained in this

dundancies are involved.”

Ignoring the Hierarchy, the British have
decided that over 75% of new students next
September will be trained as primary school
teachers, “a slgnificant shift in the balance
of the colleges’ provision towards the training
of primary teachers.”

Attacks on courses will limit the choices
to students. Degree courses will only be allow-
ed for courses with a minimum of 10 students.
Nor will courses be offered, as in the past,

d: wnshmg to lise in
h i music

BY JACK MADDEN ]
IN A DAMNING indictment
of ‘inequality in education’ in
the twenty-six counties, the
president of the Union of
Students in Ireland, Joe
Duffy, has pointed out that
money rather than academic
ability is, increasingly, the
measure of educational oppor-
tunity and that the rising rate
of ‘dropping-out’ amongst
third-level students can, in
many cases, be attributed to
shortage of cash.

While Coalition ministers met at
Barretstown Castle, County Kil-
dare, to plan further cut-backs in
publlc servwes the USI hosted a

ing the “hot-headed and i
threat” to travellers in the town bv
local Urban Council chairperson, May
McClintock.

“Her statement that she would lead
townspeople to physically remove the
travellipg families is a blatant example
of the refusal of local politicians to face
up o the problems of travellers,” he

sites in the town were mentioned, but
a couple of years later not a single stop-
ping place has been provided, in spite of
the fact that it would cost the council
practically nothing with the government
grants available.”

Calling for support for the work
being done by the local resettlement
committee he urged councillors to
“work with them to help find a solution
to the problem.”

effects of such cut-| backs in the ed
ucation sector in general and
introduced three ‘human casualties’

@ US| president Joe Duffy ‘Money uthor than -Inlntv is, increasingly, the meas-

Gerry B Sinn Fein spoku-
person on ed in Belfast,

“The Irish bishops have, once again, been
conned by the British. This document shows
that the British government is trying to weaken
the Catholic colleges in order to force
their eventual shut-down.

“While Sinn Fein believes in a secular state
with a non-sectarian education system, we have
within the North a stated policy of defending
the present Catholic school system which,
however inadequate, has helped to keep alive
our lIrish national identity within the six-
county colonial state.”

to win either a grant or scholar-
ship to a third-level college bears no
relationship to the qualifications
needed to take a particular course.
Anne Beahan of Bluebell, Dublin,
had hopes of going to Maynooth
College to study an arts course but
she will need four honours to geta
grant which will simply pay her fees
and give her £160 spending money,
hardly enough to pay her bus fares.
Without the grant she would have
to pay £720 fees every year. This is
now the ‘cheapest’ university
degree available. -

For Alan English there is no
question of getting a grant because
of the level of his family income.
The dependence on his family for
financial support has, he says,
affected both him and his brother
who is also at college. Following
the fees increases both will have to
supplement their education with
part-time jobs.

of this policy.

These three casualties included
two second-level students, Ray
Ronan and Anne Beahan, both
currently sitting their Leaving Cert-
ificate examinations and both with
hopes of proceeding to further ed-
ucation. The third, Alan English, a
student in Kevin Street College of
Technology, spoke of the effects
the increases have on those already
at college.

Coming from a single-parent
family, Ray Ronan is the eldat of
three childi He had thought of

ure of educational opportunity”

mediate Certificate to take up an
hip but had been
by -the prospect of the

in engineering offered by

Bolton Street College of Tech-

nology.

Now, however, the Coalition has
sanctioned a rise in the number of
honours needed to win a scholar-
ship to Reglonnl Tachnlml Coll-

£240 last year, has now been in-
creased to £480.

His mother would, he said, quite.
readily do part-time work to help
pay these fees but any earnings
above £4 are deducted from her
social - welfare payments, which
were already reduced following her
son’s 18th birthday. Unable to
carry on to further education, Ray
Ronan |s now too old to begin an

eges and Vi
Committee colleges plus a massive

leaving school following his Inter-

!—-u:a.—.:-u-—-----———---—-—--h—---

fees The
he had hoped to take, Wfllﬂb eg;t

Increased fees, grants and schol-
arships which take no account of
the rise in the cost of living, extra

.charges in examination and tuition

fees, have driven the cost of third-
level education to £90 per week for
many studénts.

Free State government policy, in
driving up the costs of the technical
colleges, once regarded as the levell-
er in third-level education beyond
the ‘reach of ordinary people, is
threatening to make the education
:yn-;l Inenuimly a pnunn of




Charleme

BY JACK MADDEN

MORE THAN 200 families will be
forced to continue living in the over-
crowded Charlemont Street flats if
Dub!m Corporation accept a planning
application to rezone a local derelict
site from residential to cial
use. The application which was made
by Albert Holdings Ltd has run into
intense opposition from the local res-
idents’ iation and a final decisi
from the corporation has been delay-
ed until July 15th.

Albert Holdings Ltd includes amongst its
directors Tony Hanahoe, a former Dublin
footballer, and businessman Gerard O'Reilly,
whose interests include a construction comp-
any, Cooneen Construction Ltd. The shares of
Albert Holdings Ltd are held by a company
called Clandale Ltd which has an address in
the Isle of Man, an address commonly used
for the purpose of tax avoidance.

The entire Charlemont Street site was
offered for sale in 1978, according to Willie
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® The derelict site in Dublin’s Charlemont area which is badly needed for houses not offices

allowing Albert Holdings to acquire the
prime sites. Despite this the area was still

as recently as 1980 in the Development

Plan.

Ormonde of the local community association.
The corporation let the opportunity pass

zoned for residential, recreational and some
commercial use by Dublin County Council

Willie Ormonde points out that there is
a desperate need for housing in the area. In

t rezoning opposed

Charlemont Street, families with as many as
eight children are forced to live in two-bed-
roomed flats. Adolescent brothers and sisters
are forced to share bedrooms, contrary to
the corporation’s own standards.

Indeed, a small number of houses have
already been built on the site, at Peter’s
Place, but, argues Willie Ormonde, these and
any other houses which may be built in the
area in the future will be confined and dwarf-
ed if the proposed development goes ahead.
He points to the high-ise office blocks on
Adelaide Road, which borders the site, and
on the nearby Grand Parade.

“Many of these offices lie empty, so how
can they justify building more in the same
area?” asks Ormonde.

In arguing against rezoning, the local
community association has already won
widespread support from local representat-
ives, with the exception of Fergus O’Brien,
Fine Gael minister for state, who “didn’t
even bother replying to our letters,” says
Willie Ormonde.

“Our case is that the proposed rezoning
contravenes the existing plan and does
nothing for either the overcrowded families

Anger at Rasharkin neglect

THE DECAYING Rockview Crescent estate in the
North Antrim village of Rasharkin is just one example
of the appalling housing conditions which many nat-
ionalists living in rural areas of the North are forced

to endure.

The 28 families in the
estate still live in aluminium
prefabricated bungalows built
as a ‘temporary’ expedient
33 years ago. In recent
years, the small estate, known
locally as ‘Tintown’, has de-
teriorated rapidly. Virtually
all the houses suffer badly
from damp, which seeps
through joints in the outside
walls and beneath badly fitt-
ing windows. In some houses,
the problem is made worse
by badly corroded metal
roofs. Black mould makes
food cupboards unusable, and
even in dry weather, in many
houses the stench of damp
is unmistakable.

To make matters worse,
because of their thin alumin-
ium construction, the prefabs
are excessively hot in summer
and like iceboxes in winter.

Residents have also had
numerous worrying problems
with the electric wiring, which
has never been renewed. Win-
dows, doors and doorhandles

hang loose, and a host of
minor repairs have not been
carried out, despite repeated
promises from the Housing
Executive.
CORRODED

The bungalow occupied by
24-year-old Margaret O’Boyle,
her sister and two brothers
is no worse than many others.
The roof has corroded and a
hole under the eaves ‘allows
damp, and birds, to enter
the roof-space. The wallpaper
in the living room is peeling
and stained with damp. Mar-
garet complains that the small
kitchen range, like many
others in Tintown, is extrem- munity, complains that the returned to connect them.
ely smokey. The Housing Housing Executive is indiffer- * For over three decades the

A g

L fa
@ Bridie Boyle (/eft) and Margaret O'Boyle in Margaret’s home

Executive has failed to in-
stall a new one.

Margaret’s younger sister,
Clare, suffers badly from
asthma and has recently had
to move out of the house.
Chest ailments are common
on the estate.

Margaret, like many other
people in this close-knit com-

ent to their plight:

“It's always the same.
Whenever you phone the
Executive they say they will
send someone out, but they
never come.”

Three years ago, immersion
heaters were installed in the
house, and in several others,
but Executive workmen never

housing authorities have ig-
nored the major structural
problems and carried. out
only minor cosmetic improve-
ments. Five years ago the pre-
fabs were spray-painted, for
the first time ever. Last July,
the Executive started a
£20,000 scheme to erect new
wooden board fencing around

the decaying dwellings.

A vyear earlier, the Housing
Executive had unsuccessfully
attempted to wash its hands
of the problem by offering
to sell the prefabs to tenants
for some £2,500 each.

BITTER

Residents are understand-
ably bitter at the treatment
they have received over the
years. Bridie Boyle, an aunt
of Margaret’s who also lives
on the estate, says:

“My firm opinion is that
we’ve been neglected because
it’s a Catholic housing estate.
The Housing Executive just
won't do anything for the
people here in Tintown.”

The chronic local housing
shortage has trapped many
people in Tintown for dec-
ades. Mrs Bernie Dunseith,
who lives in a small three-
bedroom bungalow with her
husband and five teenage
children, has unsuccessfully
sought a transfer for over
20 years. The Executive is at
last building new houses
but she has no hopes of
being allocated one. Accord-
ing to Bernie:

“They don’t want the
people out of here because
nobody will come into these

in the flats or for the old people whose
present homes are vulnerable to vandalism.”

places to live. And the others
of a different religion get
the first choice of houses.”

COMPLAINTS

Local residents recently
contacted Sinn Fein’s North
Antrim constituency repres-
entative, Pearse McMahon,
who on May 26th presented
Housing Executive officials
with a lengthy dossier of
residents’ complaints. McMa-
hon says: -

“The officials” response
was simply to make derogat-
ory remarks about the way
the people keep their houses.
Yet it is because of years
of neglect, by loyalist pol-
iticians and the Housing Ex-
ecutive alike, that the houses
are not worth living in.
And the Housing Executive is
prepared to let the situation
continue so long as they
remain unchallenged.”

Recognising this, Tintown
residents are now considering
forming a housing action
committee to press their case
for major renovations, or
rehousing on the same site.

Bridie Boyle sums up the
residents’ anger.

“The houses need a real
overhaul and to be bricked,
round and re-roofed. And if
that’s not done, then aban-
don them and build houses
for people and leave these
for the cattle, pigs and sheep
that should be in them.”

DANNY MORRISON, Sinn Fein elected representative for Mid-
e Housing E

ive of gross deceit fol-

Ulster, has d th

County Tyrone.

The Lagan family’s flat in Green-

vale Drive is beset by extreme

which has di yed baby
clothes, sheets and carpets. One
bedroom has had to be abandoned
and the hall is an unhealthy black
mass of fungus.

Young mother Catherine Lagan is
understandably anxious about the health
risks these conditions pose, particularly
‘her two-year-old son, Anthony John,
but has complained repeatedly to the
Housing Executive without success.

One official from the regional office
at Omagh, ignoring the clear evidence of

lowing their failure to fulfill a promise, which they made two
months ago, to deal with dampness in a flat in Cookstown,

dampness, which is possibly caused by a
structural fault, described the flat as
“the worst case of condensation’ he had
ever seen. Continuing this attempt to
shift the blame for the problem onto
Catherine Lagan, Housing Executive of-
ficials advised her to change her cooking
habits, and to wash down the walls and
redecorate, which she has already done
a number of times.

Faced with this indifference from
the Executive officials, last February
Catherine contacted Sinn Fein’s Danny
Morrison, who says he was given the ‘run-
around’ for some time between different

departments of the Executive.

At last, on April 20th, Morrison was
promised by Herbie Coulter, of the Tech-
nical Services department in Omagh, that
the Housing Executive would carry out
a pilot scheme on the flat.

The Executive would, Coulter said,
put dry lining and plasterboard over the
walls, and would also consider installing
a ventilator shaft in the kitchen, All this
would be done within three weeks.

Now, two months later, the Execut-
ive have not even started the promised
work, and the Lagan family are still
forced to exist in appalling conditions.
Morrison says:

“It appeers that all they were doing
was buying time and fobbing me off. It
Is ridiculous that after five months of
lobbying from a public representative,
the Executive has not only not carried
out its work but has also acted deceit-
fully by giving me a commitment which
they then Ignored.” ‘

A il -
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'BODENSTOW

elgctoral successes
this year's Wolfe

BRILLIANT SUNSHINE and the eu
of Sinn Fein in the
Tone commemoratiol
town Churchyard in County Kildare, a

BY JACK MADDEN

Those who arrived early vied for the best positions

along the grassy slopes of the Grand Canal.

se heat

The inten-

and the good-humoured atmosphere obvious-
ly got the better of a number of

people who, to the

amazement of onlookers, dived into the stagnant wat-

er of the canal to swim.

As we lay sunning our-
selves the bands warmed up
around us, a cacophony of
subversion you might say. In
the field, crowds gathered to
hear and watch the excellent
new Derry bands in particul-
ar, Their battle cries and en-
ergetic performance lasted
throughout the afternoon, to
the delight of onlookers.

Various political groupings
plied their publications on
the crowds, street traders did
a roaring business and a rep-
ublican crafts stall offered a
wide range of memorabilia
for sale. All these, and more,
added to the carnival atmos-
phere of the occasion.

Always a family occasion,
Bodenstown  highlights the
continuity of the liberation
struggle.  Young children,
their parents (and in some
cases grandparents) demon-
strated the  rejuvenation
essential to a revolutionary
organisation. Two elderly
men were heard to marvel at
the number of young people
present, commenting that it

The

Téimid tagtha go dti

éinne.

Ard-smaointeoir agus fear
chun gnimh a bhi ann ag an
am gcéanna. Ghlac sé chuige
fhéin, agus ghlac na hEirean-
naigh Aontaithe mar eagra-
focht leis na smaointe agus na
tuairimi polaitiila ba fuide
chun cinn lena linn, Saoirse,
lonannas agus Braithreachas.

Agus rinne sé gniomh dé
réir, threoraigh sé, throid sé
agus sa deire fuair sé bas ar
son mhuintir na hEireann.
Innid gheibheann an gldn seo
inspiordid 6na bheatha, 6na
fobairt agus 6na smaointe.
Gura fada a mairfidh spiorad
Tone inér measc.

N May 1795 Tone and

his Belfast friends of

the United Irishmen
met at MacArt’s Fort on
the summit of Cave Hill.
Most of the inner circle
of that revolutionary
movement were present
and they pledged them-
selves never to desist in
their efforts until they
had subverted the author-
ity of England over our
country and asserted
their independence.

was a welcome change from
former days when few young
people were to be seen at
Sallins.

COLOUR PARTY

Another welcome develop-
ment in recent years has been
the inclusion of women Vol-
unteers in the colour party
dressed in the same style
battle fatigues as their male
comrades. There were three
women included in this year’s
colour party of 25 which was
greeted with deafening app-
lause by the crowds who
lined the route.

They were followed by 18
members of Cumann - na
mBan and up to 100 mem-
bers of Na Fianna Eireann
from Dublin, Fermanagh,
Belfast, Cork, Limerick, Sh-
annon and even two repres-
entatives from San Francisco.

Besides the Derry bands
there were others from as far
away as Glasgow (ever-wel-
come participants in republic-
an parades). There were, in
fact, 16 bands in all inter-

phoria generated by the recent

six counties, combined to make
n parade, from Sallins to Bodens-
huge success.

2

“an &it is naofa in Eirinn”

19181

spersed through the long line
of marchers. A local told me
that it contrasted with the
previous  week’s Workers”
Party parade which featured
only three bands, a couple of
hundred people, and was, she
added, quite lifeless.

LOCAL SUPPORT

As the thousands of
marchers, and the bands,
plodded the few miles to
Bodenstown graveyard they
were warmly received by the
local population some of
whom had the foresight and
decency to provide water for
passers-by.

At Tone's graveside the
ceremony was chaired by Joe
Cahill, joint-secretary of Sinn
Fein. Amongst the wreaths
laid were those on behalf of
the Republican M by

The American support at
Bodenstown included repres-
entatives from Clan na nGael
in Philadelphia and from Nor-
aid. Pat O'Connell was warm-
ly applauded when, in add-
ressing the crowd, he remind-
ed them of the St Patrick’s
Day triumph in New York
and pledge continued support
and work “until Ireland is rid
of British rule once and for' [
all.”

Sean Fitzpatrick spoke on
behalf of the National Graves
Association, the organisation
responsible for maintaining §
our national monuments. He
appealed for continued supp-
ort for this work.

There was an electric at-
mosphere as Joe Cahill rose
to introduce the main speak-
er of the day, Gerry Adams,
vice-president of Sinn Fein
and recently-elected MP for
West  Belfast. * Thunderous
applause greeted him as he
ironically addressed the ass-
embly as “fellow gunmen and \ .

“ and his message

Gearoid MacCartaigh, veteran
republican from Cork, on
behalf of Irish Northern Aid
(Noraid) by Pat O’Connell,
and Zachary Cullen for Dub-
lin Sinn Fein.

In a pointed reminder of
the continuity of the liberat-
ion struggle a bouguet was
laid by Jimmy Andrews, a
veteran republican  from
Rathfarnham in Dublin who
has attended every Bodens-
town commemoration since

gacy of

pointed towards a revitalis-
ation of Sinn Fein through-
out Ireland.

An upsurge in morale and
enthusiasm was the most wel-
come feature of this year’s
commemoration and given
the realisation that hard work |85
will produce results, we can
expect next vyear’s Wolfe
Tone commemoration to foll-
ow further electoral success,
this time in the Free State
local government elections.

8

ymar a thug an Piarsach uirthi — uai

‘nach ndearna sé aithris ar

Today, 188 years later, we
are gathered here at Tone's
grave to renew ourselves in
our republican faith and to
pledge ourselves, like those
on Cave Hill, never to desist
in our efforts until we have
subverted the authority of
England over our country and
asserted our independence.
That is our message which
goes from Bodenstown grave-
yard to the British govern-
ment today. We unapologet-
ically and without reservation
deny the right of the British
parliament to make laws for
Ireland. We assert that the
British government has no
rights to Ireland or rights in
Ireland. We declare that our
independence must be had at
all hazards and we defend the
right of Irish people to engage
in armed struggle in pursuance
of that indi and in

gh Wolfe Tone,
Athair an Phoblachtanachais in Eirinn. B'e ceann
de na rudai ba thabhachtai mar gheall ar Tone, mar a
diirt Seamas O Conghaile,

ish separatism. He was a radical
and a revolutionary. His work re-
mains unfinished and his theories
have yet to be implemented and
thus it is important, and custom-
ary, for us to examine how far al-
ong the road we have travelled
since last we assembled here at
Bodenstown.

Tone’s philosophy and the ev-
olution of republicanism since his
time, and this cannot be stressed
enough, is only relevant to Ire-
land today insofar as we can make
it so0. Unless we make republican-
ism a living, viable philosophy cap-
able of meeting the needs of our
people, our struggle and our coun-
try, republicanism and legacy
of Wolfe Tone are no more than
the academic high-minded visions
of yesterday or yesteryear. While
the fundamental tenets of repub-
licanism will always remain valid,
we have a duty to interpret and to
develop our republicanism so that
it meets today’s political condit-
ions and so that it becomes a co-
herent social and political phil-
osophy.

There is no such thing as rep-
ublican theology. We need a living
political ideology, based firmly on

resistance to the British pres-
ence in our country.

Wolfe Tone was the first to
preach revolution in Ireland. He
was not and will not be the last.
He articulated the necessity of
breaking the British connection,
the right of our people to be free,
the need for unity of Catholic,
Protestant and Dissenter — the
gospel of anti-sectarianism and Ir-

and always
open to refinement, re-appraisal
and self-criticism. We need to
make our politics the politics of
ordinary people.

E are faced with many
obstacles in our endeav-
ours to do this. The
vastly different conditions
which exist in both partition-
ed parts of this island — the

direct effects of partition it-
self — and the uneven devel-
opment and politicisation
of our own movement. All
these elements, and many
more, are hurdles which we
have to surmount. Let us, as
in Tone's day, take our exam-
ple from the people of the
North — and | suggest this
not from any sense of par-
ochial prejudice but because
that is where our successes
have been most marked.

Sinn Fein now commands 42%
electoral support amongst nation-
alist voters and the gains we made
last October have been increased
dramatically by a massive 60% in
the recent elections. We fought

primary tactical objective the
winning of 90,000 votes. On June
Sth we secured 102,701 votes. |
would like on your behalf to con-
gratulate all our election workers
on their victory and | would like
to thank and congratulate each
and every one of thess 102,701
voters. Rinne siad obair mhaith leis
na vbtai. Go raibh mile maith
agaibh,

As s00n as the election results
became clear, everything else be-
came obscure. Before June 9th we
were told that a vote for Sinn
Fein would be a vote for the IRA.
After June 9th we were told that
the Sinn Fein vote can’t really be
interpreted as a vots for the IRA
and our opponents tried vainly to
explain away our success.

We also had the ridiculous

both these election un-
der the worst possible conditions.
Our workers and candidates were
harassed on a daily basis by the
RUC and the British army, a num-
ber of us were arrested, our stand
in the election was condemned by
the British and Irish establish-
ments, by sections of the Cath-
olic Hierarchy, by all the Protest-
ant churches and by the SDLP.
The unionist parties organised el-
ectoral pacts against us, the All-
iance Party decided not to contest
certain seats in order to maximise
the anti-Sinn Fein vote, our polic-
ies were misrepresented and the
electorate was subject to moral
pressures and condemnations un-
precedented since the Civil War,
It was Sinn Fein versus everyone
else.
Despite this we sst as our

of figures
lining up to tell us that they
won't talk to me. Peter Barry
played it really safe. He ensured
that |, or any other member of
Sinn Fein, couldn’t talk back to
him by using RTE with its not-
orious Section 31 as his medium.
Nobody thought of asking us
whether we were interested in
talking to Garret FitzGerald,
James Prior or Peter Barry. | am
sure you people would have a lot
1o say on that subject. Meanwhile,
Garret FitzGerald is today talking
to that arch-terrorist Margaret
Thatcher. Hypocrisy personified|

the leadership of the anti-
imperialist people in the occ-
upied six counties, because
we have established a repub-
lican veto and because we
have restricted the ability of
the SDLP leadership to sell
|out those they purported to
represent in the past. We have
started on the road to build-
ing a strong, dynamic politic-
al movement throughout the
six counties and we will con-
tinue to make gains and to in-
crease our vote as this devel-
opment, the broadening of
our struggle and the consol-
idation of our gains, proceeds.

We stood on a radical repub-
lican platform, in the socialist rep-
ublican tradition of Connolly and
Pearse. We gave people an alter-
native and they responded to us.
Our vote will nat go away and it
cannot be explained away. We are
winning and we will be victorious
in driving the British out of Ire-
land and achieving what all others
lack the courage to do.

There is, of course, anather
front to the struggle in the six
counties, and this is conducted by
the men and women Volunteers
of the IRA. Sinn Fein defends,
not through any sense of bravado
or fixation with physical force
but through necessity, the right of
the IRA to engage in armed resist-
ance to the British presence. We

LL these dictions,
and others besides, have
come clearly into focus
because Sinn Fein have won

are in this defence.
Irish people have the right to en-
gage in armed to the
British presence.

o
Gorry Adams:
..-ubv:vﬁn"‘ o1

The IRA e
mandate for i "1

derives 153




R )
today, would be vilified as

signatories of the 1916 Proclam-
ation and all those other Irishmen
and women who took the painful
but correct position that the Brit-
ish government, scornful of the
force of argument will listen only
to the argument of force.

There are those who tell us
that the British government will
not be moved by armed struggle.
The history of Ireland and of Brit-
ish colonial involvement through-
out the world tells us that they
will not be moved by anything
else.

It is fitting, and | am glad of
the opportunity therefore, to pay
tribute to the freedom fighters of
the IRA. By their determination
and courage the men and wom-
en Volunteers of Oglaigh na hEir-
eann have won the admiration of
progressive nationalists through-
out Ireland and of freedom-loving
people throughout the world.

They have assured us, by their
tenacity and resiliencs, that they,
and thus we, can never be defeat-
ed and that for as long as t_m Brit-
ish government maintains its pres-
ence in our country they will be
faced by armed resistance. The
IRA is the assertion and the guar-
antee that our will as a poop!- to
be free is stronger than the will of
any British government to enslave
us.

HE question of the IR;_A
and the armed struggle_u
one used, especially in
the twenty-six counties by
i here, to ob-

il and stands on the same
% the United Irishmen, the

the
scure the Dublin government’s
collaborationist role. All of

the Dublin parties paint a
horrific_ picture of IRA peo-
ple scrambling into the Free
State to create mayhem here.
The people of the twenty-six
counties need no reminding
that the Leinster House polit-
icians are creating more may-
hem than the IRA ever could,
and the politicians themselves
know full well, as does any
IRA watcher, that armed act-
ion against Free State forces
and institutions is forbidden
by the IRA.

Armed struggle, a necessary
and monally correct form of res-
istance in the six counties against
a government whose presence is
rejected by the vast majority of
Irish people, has no part to play
in the development of our rep-
ublican struggle within the twen-
tysix counties. The twenty-six
counties and a development of
consciousness among our people
here is of colossal importance in
the task of building a strong
thirty-two county wide political
movement — capable of linking
the local struggles of the socially
deprived, alienated young people,
unemployed, small farmers, wom-
en and Gaelgeoiri with the nat-
ijonal struggle. The advances made
in the six counties need to be
matched by a parallel develop-
ment in the twentysix counties.

Republicans know the British

vernment cannot exist in Ire-
land without Dublin collaborat-
ion snd that the Dublin govern-
ment has never been found lack-
ing in this regard, but we have al-
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80 to realise that ordinary people,
understandably enough, accept
Free State institutions as legit-
imate.

To ignore this reality is to
blinker republican politics, to un-
dermine the development of our
struggle and is to have a basic flaw
In our analysis. It has to be
stressed that the people of the six
counties cannot secure Irish
independence and the conditions
for our Irish republic on their
own. A firm foothold and a
relevant organisation in Southern
politics is vital. We must apply
ourselves to that objective.

We know, as Tone declared,

“We have no national govern-

memory of Wolfe Tone

their Forum was of little assistance
to the SDLP during the election
— and as the disenchantment felt
by alienated sections of our peo-
ple towards the three main parties
in the twenty-six counties increas-
es we must structure our organis-
ation, our struggle and our pol-
icies in order to give proper lead-
ership. With all this in mind, the
drawing up of a political strategy
for the twenty-six counties must
become the primary short-term
objective facing republicans.

In keeping with what | have
stated earlier, we have a duty
interpret and to develop our rep-
ublicanism so that it meets
today’s political conditions, and
we need a firm foothold and a

ment: we are ruled by
and the servants of Englishmen,
whase object is the interest of an-
other country, whose instrument
is corruption and whose strength
Is the weakness of Ireland.”
l patronage, double stand-
ards and corruption has
become the Tammany Hall
of what passes for Irish pol-
itics. As unemployment fig-
ures increase and the dole
queues lengthen, as small far-
mers and consumers, the old
and socially deprived, bear
the brunt of Dublin Thatcher-
ite monetarist policies, the
Dublin parties, by way of
temporary diversion from the
effects of their misgovern-
ment, are engaged in the far-
cical Dublin Forum.
They are not fooling anyone —

EINSTER House, with its

strong drive to
achieve this. The West Briton,
Shoneen and pro-British ethos
which has been developed by the
Dublin establishment must be rev-
ersed and the only organisation
capable of doing this, if it applies
itself, is our organisation.

We can be assured that if
Wolfe Tone were alive today he
would stand firmly with us — and
leader-writers of the /rish Times
and other revisionists will be horr-
ified by this prospect — but we
can be assured also that he would
stay with us only for as long as we

@ (Left) Colourful Sinn Fein banners, brilliant sunshine and
the Westminster election results made for a great day for re-
publicans at Bodenstown. (Centre) Joe Cahill who chaired the
commemoration. (Above) The IRA colour party salutés the \

. are no short-cuts, and by princip-

bat the national, social and econ-
omic evils which beset our people.

HE IRA have told us, by

their actions and their

statements, that the war
against the British occupation
will go on.

Let us declare, by our actions
and by our application to the
work before us, that the political
struggle going so well in the six
counties, will spread to the
twenty-six counties in a way wh-
ich transcends partition and un-
ites us all in one powerful united
political thrust forward. By devel-
oping realistic policies and strat-
segies, by hard work, because there

led leadership at all levels we will
prove ourselves worthy of the leg-
acy of Theobald Wolfs Tone. To
do anything less is to shirk our
duty and our responsibility.

Let us go forward therefore
from here today mindful of the
sacrifices of our political prison-
ers and their families, especially
the prisoners in England, mind-
ful of the sacrifices of generat-
ions, mindful of the ongoing sac-
rifices made on a daily basis by
all our activists and supporters
and mindful also, and most im-|
portantly, of the opportunities

applied i Yy to
the task before us. Wolfe Tone if
he were alive today would be vil-
ified as he was in his time, as an
upstart, a subversive and a 1798
equivalent of a gunman. He would
even, if he were alive today, be
banned from RTE. But he would
also, and this is his message to us,
be fi i

10 us. Let us go from
here rededicated in our republic-]
an faith,

There is work to be done.
Let us do it.

Le sin, beidh an bua
againn. Le sin,
fir

policies,
and revolutionary tactics to com-
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Death of
Dan Turley

® DAN TURLEY .
veteran republican® end ex-Long Kesh
internce

THE FUNERAL of veteran Belfast rep-
ublican Dan Turley took place on Sat-
urday, June 11th, from St Agnes’s
Church in Andersonstown to Mill-
town Cemetery.

Dan was a member of the Republican
Movement from early boyhood right up
to the time of his death. Like many of
his generation he was no stranger to
prison life, his last term being served as
an internee in Long Kesh in the early
70s. :

On his release hé returned once again
to offer his services to the Republican
Movement, a service which only ended
with his death on Thursday, June 9th.
When he was alive Dan always main-
tained that the only reward a republican
was entitled to was a Tricolour draped
over their coffin.

And so it was, his Tricolour-draped
coffin was borne to Milltown Cemetery
flanked by a guard of honour.

May the soil of the land he loved rest
lightly on him and on all the republic-
an dead. The Republican Movement ex-
tends its deepest sympathy to his
sorrowing family and friends.

Go ndéana Dia trécaire ar a anam.

Austradlia
Aid

AT A conference in Melbourne, Aust-
ralia, on June 11th and 12th, all exm-
ing support

were dissolved and re-formed into a
new organisation called Australian Aid
for Ireland.

Nineteen groups, including various

Sinn Fein cumainn, branches of Green
Cross, H-Block/Armagh committees and
Irish support groups formally dissolved
themselves at the two-day conference
whicn was taken up with debate on a
strategy for the new organisation.
A constitution was adopted and a
national executive elected, the members
of which are:- president: Les Lambert;
vice-president: Barry Hughes; secretary:
Anne-Marie Whittaker; and PRO: Jack
Magee.

Branches of Australian Aid for
Ireland, with representation on the
executive, are expected to be formed
over the next few months.

In a message to the Sinn Fein ard
comhairle, the new organisation said:
“On behalf of all the supporters.
of the Republican Movement in Aust-
ralia, we look forward to working to-
gether in a comradely and constructive
spirit to advance the cause of the Repub-
lican Movement and hasten the long-
sought freedom of Ireland.”

Sinn Fein
Youth

NORTH BELFAST Sinn Fein, in recog-
nition of the problems facing our youth
and in keeping with their election pledge,
have set up a youth department. Anyone
who wishes to join or obtain more infor-
mation about Sinrr Fein Youth should
contact their local advice centre.

There has also been a new Sinn Fein
youth group set up in the Twinbrook
area of West Belfast. Anyone interested
in - joining should contact any local
cumann member or AP/RN seller.

PINOGHET

REGIME
TOTTERS

JUST THREE years after they
the socialist government, led by Pi

was ovenhrown ina mllltary
on

were elgmd to power m Chlle

coup and power was selzed by
1"

over 30, 000 workers, trade unionists and political militants
were massacred, many more imprisoned and others driven into

exile.

A decade later, a massive wave
of unrest has swept across Chile,
the product of Pinochet’s monetar-
ist policies, which have caused high
unemployment, a rapid decline in
the standard of living (wages drop-
ping 40% since 1981), and industrial
decline. The demonstrations have
been held despite a referendum
organised by Pinochet in 1980 pro-
posing to extend his rule until 1997
in which he claimed 70% support.
Massive protests had been held
against the proposals which were
also opposed by the Christian Dem-
ocratic Party, which had supported
the coup.

Rather than face another 14
years of rule by Pinochet, the trade
unions have taken to the streets,
The Copper Miners’ Federation
(CTC) called a day of action on
May 11th, during which two work-
ers died and 100 were injured in
violent clashes with the police and
army. Disturbances continued the
following day when the Pinochet
regime began rounding up workers
and herding them into football
stadiums. The leaders of CTC were
arrested and charged with violating
state security.

The Workers’ National Command
(CNT), the tradi

STAD

ANDIS!

th 1973. After the coup

reacted by calling a strike on June
14th, during which police killed
four, wounded many others and
arrested 1,300 people includingCTC
president Rodolfo Seguel. Troops
moved in to take control of the
major copper mines and smelters.

As many as 2,000 mineworkers
were sacked following another strike
on June 17th. Acting in tandem with
the mine-owners, Pinochet ordered
the arrest of Hugo Estivales, interim
president of the CTC.

A general strike is now being
planned by the CNT against the
junta, due to take place this week.
Faced with massive resistance from
both the working-class and middle- (i
class, the Pinochet regime is desper- \§
ate to stop the strike. They have
offered an amnesty to more than
125 exiled political leaders (there
are 50,000 Chileans in exile).

This crisis demonstrates the pol-
itical instability inherent in both
Central and South American states.
Both Argentina and Uruguay are
experiencing similar unrest, while
liberation forces in El Salvador,
Guatemala and Nicaragua have
shown effective opposition to US
imperialism. Their example gives
courage to oppressed people such as
those in Chile.

@ Church and state: Archbishop Fresno, Catholic archbishop of La Serena, with the
fascist dictator Pinochet

@ Salvador Allemﬁ (left, wearing glasses and helmet) with supporters
as right-wingers attack the presidential palace in a military coup
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LA i ndiaidh lae ta rialtas Stait Aontaithe
Mheiricea ag meidid a bhforsai i Meiricea
Lair. T4 sé mar aidhm acu rialtas Nicear-
agua a bhriseadh agus na rialtais eagsula
sa cheantar ata fabharach do Stait Aont-
aithe Mheiricea a choimead i gcumhacht.

T4 fonn ar Ronald Reagan agus a chomh-
airleoiri dul chun chogaidh chun Meiriced
Liir a choime4d faoina smacht. Chosain an
Seanadbir Barry Goldwater usaid aer fhérsa
agus foérsai airm SAM i Meiriced Lair agus fid
mhol sé gabhail Ciba. "Sé Goldwater an cath-
aoirleach ar Choiste Faisnéise an tSeanaid.

Mhol an Ghinearal Wallace Nutting ata
i gceannas ar Cheannas an Deiscirt, le ceann-
ceathrG i bPanama gur chdir a bheith ullamh
i bhfad nios mé airgid agus saigdidiri a dsdid.
T4 an CIA i mbun gnimh chomh maith agus
‘t4 siad ag r4 anois go mbeidh an rialtas i Nicear-
agua briste roimh deireadh na bliana.

TREORU
Cheana féin t4 dlithe na Stiit Aontaithe
briste ag Rialtas Rialtas. T4 na ‘comhairle-
Girf” in El Salvador atd in ainm is a bheith ag
traendil airm El Salvador ag glacadh péirt sa

chogadh féin i gcolnne 6rdaithe an tSe

Malrlcei T4 siad ag treorG an cogadh. Bionn
cruinnid gach I3 ag oifigigh Meiricednacha agus
oifigigh as arm El Salvador chun ag cogadh a
phlé agus ordaithe mileata a shocri.

T& an cogadh seo ag tarld | gcoinne toil an
phobail sna Stéit Aontaithe f8in. T4 bochtain-
eas agus- di-fhostafocht forleathan sna Sthit
Aontaithe. T4 dreamanna ag teacht le chéile
chun a chur | gcoinne an Vietnam nua, ¥

T4 poiblfocht 4 dhé: 8g na e'\'lDll'ﬂO
i geoinne an cogadh agus ti s§ beartaithe acu
agdid mhér a dh&namh i Washington ar an
dara 1§ d'ldl. T§ mSrchuid daoine agus gripal
ag tabhairt tacaiocht don agbid.

Beidh gach aon duine ag silil go n-éirecidh
leo mar ni bheidh ceart le f4il ag pobal Mheir-
iced Léir go dti go mbeidh deireadh le cur
isteach Stiit Aontaithe Mheiriced sa cheantar,

Saoirse do Mheirice$ L&ir -~ = >
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HAVING won his much-coveted West-
minster seat, and accompanying extra
salary, John Hume has so far ap
rather reluctant to take it up an dpeal‘ dredag
the Irish question onto the floor of the
House’. el

When he does take the seat, he will first
proclaim the following:

“1, John Hurme, do swear that | will be faith-
. ful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty,
Queen Elizabeth, her heirs and successors ac:
cording to law. So help me God.”

Which rather takes the edge off his boasts
during the election that he would be a true Irish
rebel once he got to London.

A K

Whoever said that Irish banks are mean
ight fisted and only concerned with profitsp

Well-founded reports suggest quite the op-
: posite in fact.

Michael Murphy, due to resign (under pres-
ure) next month from his directorship of
Allied Irish Banks, Will be receiving a golden
handshake of £% million.

Now that’s generous enough, isn't it?

A K

Irish-American Zachary Cullen arrived in
Dublin last Friday for the Bodenstown com-
memoration and made his way to the Dublin
Sinn Fein premises where he asked if there was
anything he could do.

Christy Burke (no. relation), resident com-
munity worker, sent him across the road to the
pub for a bucket of ice — don‘t ask me why.

On the way back, with ice in bucket, Cullen
was swooped on by alert Special Branchmen

Bridewell.

There he was photographed, finger-printed
and had his passport checked before being fer-
ried back. He arrived in the Sinn Fein building
% with ice still frozen in the bucket.

3 | am not sure whether it was the frosty rec-
eption he received in the Bridewell, or the fact

who bore him away, with his burden, to the

::ot'he British army blood supply depot at Alder-

* A K

The Free_ State government’s decision to
take Bord Failte and Aer Lingus out of the New
York St Patrick’s Day parade, because Michael
:lannery was chief marshal, has been a costly

ne.
| The Apcient Order of Hibernians’ president
in the United States, Joseph Roche, announced
some weeks ago that the 1984 convention of
his organisation was being switched from its
planned Galway venue back to the US, because
of the Free State snub to Irish-Americans.

This was dismissed by the Free State govern-
ment who predicted that the AOH executive

would vote against Roche’s announcement and,
right up to the eve of last weekend’s executive
meeting in New York, confidently claimed that
the Galway venue was safe.

But the executive confirmed thp switch from
Galway and the loss in revenue to the area is
now being put at over two million dollars.

*

This week all eyes have been on Poland where
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* IRISH BOCIAL NIGHT
Festuring Joe McShane & Foggy Dew
9pm Fridey 24th June
Blue Anchor Inn
BELLURGAN
County Louth
Admusion £1
Organised by An Cumann Cabhrach
Bus from Dundalk calls a1 O'Neill's
shop 8,15pm; Muirehevnsmore, Church
Street 8.25pm; snd Ciann na nGasl's

8.35pm

CARTY/CROWLEY/LOUGHRAN
COMMEMORATION
“(10th Annwecsary)
Ssturday 25th June
Edendork Cemetery
EDENDORK
County Tyrone

MEDIA WORKSHOP
Saturday & Sundav
June 25th & 26th
15 Cable Street
DERRY
Workshops onphotography ,poster lay-out
silk screen printing, duplicating &
preparation of press releases and articles
Telephone Derry 68926 for details

VOL DERMOT CROWLEY
COMMEMORATION
(10th Anniversary)

RATHCOENEY.
County Cork

BALLAD SESSION
Featuring The Breakaway Ramblers
Sunday 26th June

a central figure, elected by a very select qnalect- C“‘l‘)‘g&;‘:“"’
ed few, wields enormous power over htemll_y County Louth
millions of people who have no democratic Organised by Sinn Fein
vou:edln thg orgﬂm;ahon to which they are ex- CHRISTY MOORE CONCERT
octecirc gl\:e ettt (In aid of prisoners’ dependants)
But that’s enough about the Pope, what 9pm Sunday 26th June
about General Jaruzelski? County Arms Hotel
BIRR
we all know what’s County Offaly
coming ,don't we? Admission £3.50
Women and the Organised by Sinn Fein
A feminist whine! RELEASE NELSON MANDELA

that he kept his cool throughout the inci g
but somewhere in the story there is a lesson for

usall. * * *

Appearing at Horseferry Road Magistrates’
Court in London this Thursday are six men,
including two high-anking British army offic-
ers, accused of stealing blood, provided by

© British soldiers for the National Health Service,
and selling it to a Danish insulin laboratory.

Lieutenant-Colonel Ernest Parry and Lieut-
enant-Colonel Michael Thomas are both attached

i

RIG IN

TELLIGENGE s

I BY PETER O’‘ROURKE I

stabulary.

IN EARLY 1919, at the beginning of the Tan War, the most ilv!pomnt
tool of British oppression in Ireland was undoubtedly the Royal Irish Con-

in addition to his post as

ster of Fin-

comes Lo ans

¢ you're
in the bwo-short-plan
league!

ks

OPEN-AIR FESTIVAL
Featuring Paddy Moloney & Sean Potts
(Chieftains), Paddy Glackin,
Seamus Heaney & Bill Meek
Sunday 26th June
Merrion Square
DUBLIN

NICKY KELLY — THE TRUTH
PUBLIC MEETING
8pm Tuesday 28th June
ATGWU Hall.
Mariborough Street
DUBLIN

THE WAR GAME
FILM SHOWING
8pm Thursday 30th June

* St Columba’s School
North Strand Road
DUBLIN
Admission free

Organised by Irish CND.

FOLK NIGHT
Featuring The People of No Property
9pm Friday 1st July
The Hideout Bar
Oldtown
LETTERKENNY
County Donegal
Admission £2 (waged), £1 (unwaged)
Organised by Sinn Fein
GRAND DANCE
Featuring The Moonshiners
10pm to 2am Friday 1st July
The Parting Glass
RAPHOE
.County Donegal .
Admission £2
Organised by Sinn Fein

An armed paramilitary force, the
RIC, with an estimated strength of ab-
out 12,000 members, was regarded by
many as the real army of occupation.

Policing every’ town in Ireland and

ving within the communities they pol-
Iced, the intimate knowledge gained ab-
out local inhabitants ensbled them to
dentify practically every member of the
Republican Movement.

EYES AND EARS
In June 1919, the RIC became the
ime target of the IRA, not, as is so of-
\en claimed, that their barracks were the
"0st convenient symbol of British im-
Perialism in Ireland, but because the occ-
*’l«'nnu were literally the eyes and ears of
the Dublin Castle regime and could prov-
| 'de accurate intelligence on every IRA
|| UNitin the country.
! 2rOUNd this time Michael Collins,

ance, was appointed as director of the
IRA’s newly-formed intelligence depart-
ment. 3
The “department consisted of two
intelfi and c intell
igence. The former consisted of active
IRA officers throughout the country
who watched and reported on British
forces from the outside, and the latter
mainly of supporters holding key pos-
itions in the British administration.
EXECUTIONS
The systematic execution of mem-
bers of the RIC and detectives of the
Dublin Metropolitan Police (as well as
British spies and informers) bopn on
June 23rd 1919 when RIC District In-
spector Michael Hunt was shot dead in
broad daylight in Thurles’ Market Sq-
nty Tipperary.
e O ecember 1919, 16 RIC men

had been executed, including 8 num-
ber of prominent members of the in-
famous ‘G’ Division of the Dublin Met-
ropolitan Police.

So successful were IRA operations
ageinst RIC barracks and patrols that

by the summer of 1920 the RIC had
been completely withdrawn into the lar-
ger towns. No longer were they in a pos-
ition to screen the countryside and prov-
ide the British occupation forces with
operstional intelligence.

SINN FEIN SOCIAL
Féaturing local artists
9pm Friday 1st July
County Hotel
WEXFORD
Bar extension
Tickets, at £5 each, are obtainable from
Tony Wade, 74 The Faythe, or Petar
Redmond, 9 Mount Geroge, Wexford

NATIONAL MEETING OF
SINN FEIN EDUCATION OFFICERS
1pm Sunday 10th July
5 Blessington Street

. DUBLIN
All comhairle ceantair education

officers to attend
s

FEILE ORIEL MUINEACHAN
s festival of Irish
music, song and dance in Oriel's mast
progressive town including ‘The Fiddlar
of Oriel’, Ireland's foremost traditional
fiddler competition — over £300 in
prize money)
Saturday & Sunday
Oth & 10th July

MONAGHAN TOWN

Details from Monaghan 82209 or 81480
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der, and one of
distressing scenes in this film

.
A

W

BY SIOBHAN O'MALLEY

‘HOLDING the country to

ransom’, ‘Workers’ greed’

and ‘Strike over a tea-break’ are all the sort of headlines
which the establishment press use to present hostile news
stories about strikes and strikers. In Viewpoint 2 — Real

on Monday, this media mi

to Reel, part of the For Schools programmes on ITV

Wives, mothers, sisters and
girlfriends of striking mine
workers refused to be intimidat-
ed by the shooting up of their
homes and the terrorising of
their children. They joined the
picket lines and faced the gun-
toting thugs, eventually forcing

The villain of the piece is in-
variably the shop-steward, who
is portrayed as either a nasty
commie bent on industrial sab-
otage or as a self-important
buffoon stirring up trouble for

. the most trivial reasons.

During the health workers’
strike in Britain and the North
last year, nurses were singled
out for the ‘How can they do
this to helpless people?’ treat-
ment, and the papers were full
of stories headlined 'Heart att-
ack |patient victim of strike act-
on’ and ‘Sick babies in danger
as nurses walk off wards’. There
was scant reference to the low
wages, long hours and massive
responsibility that nurses have
borne for years, themselves held
0_ransom by the British govern-

was
ment’s refusal to consider their
demands, cynically

the mi , the Duke Pow-
er Corporation, to sign a con-
el

was the sight of his 16-year-old [ |

wife and baby daughter st his
funeral. His mother, in spite of
her grief, still said:

“He was a union man. No
kid of mine would be a yellow-
backed scab.” s

On the Waterfront, probably
Marlon Brando’s best known
film, was shown on BBC 2 on
Sunday.

This was also about the

the nurses’ dedication.

MINE WORKERS
In Harlan County USA, the
Channel 4 film on Wednesday,
June 15th, striking mine work-
ers were attacked with more
than words. Employees of the
mine-owners beat them up,
rammed their picket line with
trucks and fired on them, killing

one man, Lawrence Jones,

tract ge
and improved safety regulations.
The story of the 1973 strike
was told against a background
of years of struggle for decent
wages and conditions. Old
photographs of a strike In the
‘30s showed the same grim det-
ermination on the faces of the
picketers, and interviews with
old miners who had been invol-
ved told the same story of min-
ers callously exposed, to un-

This y followed
the progress of the strike,
recording the despair of the
strikers as the strike dragged on,
and the revitalising of the strike
by the emergence of a forceful
and militant women’s commit-

ry dangers to mine-
olvners’ money.

The miners of Harlan Coun-
ty, Kentucky, won their fight.
After nine months their con-
tract was signed and six months
later a national coalminers’
strike won the same rights for

and abuse of work-
ers — the dockers in New York.
Brando played Terry Malloy,
an ex-boxer working as a ‘heavy’
for the corrupt union boss. He is
awakened to what is happening

by Edie Doyle played by Eva [lL_J

Marie Saint, whose brother has
been murdered by the gangsters
who control the union and the
allocation of work on the water-
front.

Marlon Brando won an Oscar
For his part in this, one of the &
first of the new ‘realism’ films
to come out of Hollywood. A
great film but in comparison to
the true story of murder, greed
and suffering told in Harlan
County USA, its realism lost
credibility.

AR
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IT WAS the author of that chilling sci-fi epic 2007, A Space

Odyssey who wryly quipped

to a hoard of press-hounds

looking despeyately for an angle:

“This is the first age that’s
paid much attention to the
future; which is a little ironic
since we may not have one.”
" Return of the Jedi is just
the trick for a world which
Its
is so comforting
because it is so rooted in the
past. Twenty more centuries on,
it will be a straight fight be-
tween good and evil just like
your mother used to tell you in
her nighty-night bedtime tales.
In the future it will be shiny
knights in Persil white against
slugdike monstrosities

with three eyes and no brain.

None of your class struggle
rubbish here, mate. Not even a
tiny whiff of “Workers of the
worlds unite, you have nothing
to lose but your penal colonies
on Galta ‘G’ Galaxy (first turn
left after Pluto).”

This good/bad scenario has
paid off very handsomely for
the makers of the Star Wars
trilogy. The mega-buck return
on the first Star Wars epic has
created a whole industry of spin-
off merchandise: Star Wars T-
shirts, Star Wars toys, Star Wars
magazines and lollipops. There
are some children for whom
Christmas would not be the
same without their Darth Vader
blaster. Star Trek was never like
this. To hell with Captain Kirk.
Give me a Wookie and the
Death Star,

This massive return on in-

vestment has caused problems
for the creators of the original.
They have had to come up with
a convoluted plan of 11 films of

@ Return of the Jed|

delights

GOOD OLD Planxty deliver the goods yet again with Words

and Music on WEA. From the opening beat of the bare bod-

ran to the rousing full-blown

finale of The /rish Marche, the

album is a feast of good singing, good playing, colourful ar-

rangements and clear tasty
Lunny.

Christy Moore and Andy
Irvine sing two songs apiece.
| didn‘t like Christy’s vocal
style with boring and over-
rated Moving Hearts, but here
he’s a joy again, particularly on
the quiet Lord Baker, an epic
narrative learnt from John Reil-
ly with new words and music
from the man himself. The

sounds from producer Donal

instrumentation moves tha pace
and mood of the song per-
fectly with the singing.

Andy Irvine contributes a
fine instrumental of his own,
described as “a short piece
written somewhere between
Windmill Lane Studios and Mil-
an.” This leads into the Si Kahn
song Aragon Mill, an old man’s

OFItWISE rmromm

which they now state that the
first picture was really episode
four in the Star Wars drama.
Thus the conclusion of episode
six, Return of the Jedi (or the
third film If you follow), will
allow the makers to return to
show the origins of the universe
and the Empire, etc, in the

lament at the closing of the
cotton mill, and the drastic
changes it brings:

There’s no children at all

In the narrow empty street

Since the mill closed down

It’s so quiet | can’t sleep.

Thousands are Sailing is
an emigration song, with Andy'’s
voice and mandolin recalling
vintage Planxty. Synthesizer is
nicely used to colour the
background, and Liam O'Flynn
pipes the finishing touch.

GOOD STUFF
Indeed, Donal Lunny’s syn-
thesizer is a treat throughout
the album, as on the traditional
slow air Taimse Im’ Chodladh
where it blends perfectly with
the piping, Donal also man-

fourth film, or the first episode
(God it's almost enough to
make an Android break down
and cry). By the end of the ser-
ies, nearly 25 years will have el-
apsed between the making of
the first film and the making of
the last, thus leaving the viewer,
it feels now, at the moment in

time when the first damn epi-
sode began (or was it the fourth
episode?).

This enormous master plan
is wrapped around the plot of
Return of the Jedi like a ball-
chain. Scene after scene is
drowned by the noise of loose
ends being tied together and
daft conclusions being hamm-
ered into place. So embarrassed
was the scriptwriter at trying to
keep the film in step with the
first that he i throws

that, plotwise, Return of the
Jedi stinks from top to toe but
action-wise it is a gleaming jewel,
wondrous to Behold.

BOUNTY HUNTERS

Plotwise Hans Solo, that
lovable rogue, has been cap-
tured by bounty hunters and
frozen in carbonite to hang
wophydike on the wall of
Jebbah the Hut, a monstrous
lump of slime with an uncanny

his notes out the window and
simply writes “15-minute fight
sequence here.” All this means

to Willie Wh

Solo is rescued from a terrible
fate by his friends, led by the
Jedi knight Luke Skywalker,
the fearless guardian of Truth
and Justice. Luke realises that
his main task is to kill Darth
Vader and destroy the Death
Star. Only then can the first
episode begin.

Surrounding this daft scen-
ario is some of the most mar-
vellous special effects footage
ever shown in a cinema. The
model-work makes even your
wildest dreams seem like they
were about everyday experien-
ces, and planets explode, prehis-
toric monsters walk the garth
and fly complicated machinery,
mountains open their mouths
and swallow you up with a
belch. In stereo, laser beams go
in your left ear and come out
your right. Whoosh| Zap| Whro-
oocoom!

It literally has to be seen
10 be believed.

Thus Return of the Jedi
succeeds despite everything,
despite rotten plot, despite the
thin characters, despite the fact
that it wouldn’t know a real
emotion if it hit it with a Darth
Vader blaster. It succeeds be-
cause of its hardware and
technology, pure and simple.

My suggestion now is that
they shoot the next episode in
3D. For this advice please send
500 million dollars to Eddie
Stack, care of AP/RN.

ages to play guitar, bouzouki,
bowed psaltrey (what?), spinn-
et, dulcimer, bodran, and his in-
fluence on the overall sound is
very evident.

Need it be said that Liam
O'Flynn’s playing is up to his
usual master standard and he
is joined for some fine fiddling
by James Kelly and Nollaig
Casey, on the rousing trio of
The Aconry Lasses, The Old
Wheels of the World and The
Spike Island Lasses. The Irish
Marche, written by 16th cen-
tury Englishman William Byrd,
“was probably inspired by an
Irish clan march™ and closes the
album with a stomp.

It’s good stuff all right — full
of familiar delights from the
famous four, and with plenty of
surprising new touches that
spring to the ear with every
fresh listen ¥




@ (Left to right) Terry Harrison, Tony Ruane, Lily Thewles, Jack Munay and Liam

Mulholland

Five veterans honoured

BY SIDEHAN [} MALLEV

FIVE veteran republicans were honoured at the An Cumann

Cabhrach annual

testimonial

in  Dublin last Saturday,

June 18th, the eve of the Wolfe Tone commemoration.

The five were :-

Liam Mulholland — Born in Bel-
fast of a Fenian family, he joined
Na Fianna Eireann in 1916 and was
involved in the Tan War and Civil
War. He continued his republican
activity down the years since, was
imprisoned in every decade, and
was the oldest man interned in
Long Kesh in the early “70s.

Jack Moloney — Joined the IRA in
Roscrea, County perary, in 1917 and
quickly gained a reputation as a fearless
guerrilla fighter. A determined republi-
can ever since, and, always deeply invol-
ved in Irish cultural activities, he is now
aged 88, president of the Roscrea GAA
Club and vice-president, with fellow vet-
eran Dan Gleeson, of North Tipperary
Sinn Fein.

Lillie. Thewles — Born in Dublin in
1898, her family was strongly republican.
Her mother was a founder member of
the Women Prisoners’ Defence League
with Maud Gonne MacBride and Char-
lotte Despard. Her uncle, Michael Mall-
in, a leader of the Irish Citizen Army,
was executed for his part in the Easter
Rising.

Lillie Thewles joined Cumann na
mBan in 1917 and worked with the IRA’s
Dublin Brigade. She was imprisoned in
Mountjoy in 1922 and on her release she
began the re-organisation of Cumann na

republican for more than 70 years,

Tony Ruane — A native of Bohola,
County Mayo, Tony Ruane joined Na
Fianna Eireann at the age of 12 and gra-
duated to the IRA. He was active in the
Tan War in Ireland and England and later
went to the United States where he was
in Clan na Gael. He returned to the IRA
in Dublin in the ‘30s and was impris-
oned and then interned in the ‘40s.

In 1966 he became national treasurer

of Sinn Fein and held the position until
his retirement in 1980.

George Harrison — Also a native of
County Mayo, George Harrison is a lead-
ing figure in Irish Northern Aid and was
one of those acquitted, along with Mich-
ael Flannery, on arms charges in the
United States recently. At the age of 15
he joined the East Maya Brigade of the
IRA ‘and has been associated with the
republican cause ever since.

All the veterans honoured on Sat-
urday were presented with harps hand-
made by republican prisoners. Terry
Harrison, a niece of George Harrison,
received his in his place, and Pat O’
Connell of Noraid, made a speech of
acceptance on his behalf,

((ICLUATTIFTRLL R
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@ Lily Thewles receives her harp from a member o Cumann na gCailini ({4

mBan. She has now been an

#*******************

CORRIGAN, Shane. (Portlaolse). Happy
21st birthday, Shane. From Patsy Drumm.
CORRIGAN, Shane. (Portlaolse). Happy
21st birthday, Shane, From the Ashe/
McCann/Hughes Sinn Feln cumann.
CRILLY, Malachy. (Cage 11). All the
best for your birthday, Malachy. From
Colette and Sean.

KELLY, Tony. (H-Block). Happy 22nd
birthday, son. We all hope your next one
is spent in freedom. From mother, father
and family,

KELLY, Tony. (H-Block). Happy birth-
day, ‘Spacer’. Don't be taking too much
to drink or you'll never get over the wall.

From Jim and Donna.

KELLY, Tony. (Helock) Happy birth-
day, Tony. Hope see you soon. From
your brother Vlnunt England.

McCOY, Kevin Barry. (H-Block). Happy
blnhdly, Kevin, and best wishes. What
ge did you say? Only as old as your wee
bvom-n (Ha! Hal). Love from mum,
dad, brothers and sisters and all around
Toome.
McCOY, Kevin.
greetings, Kevin. Plenty
ol

(H-Block). Birthday
of overtime this
now (Hal*Hal).

MccoY,
Happy ~ birthday, Patrick,
wishes. It won't be long now. Only
wink_until you'll be singing ‘Maggle’
Love from mum, dad, brothers and sis-

ters and all around Toome.

McCOY, Patrick, (Cage 11). Our thoughts
are with' you today and aiways. Looking
forward to your next birthday. Lots of
love from Maggle and wee Sorcha, xxx
MCGLINCHEY, Sean. (H8-Block). Birth-
day greetings and best wishes, Sean. You
are always In our thoughts. Love from
mum, dad, brothers and sisters.
MCGLINCHEY, Sean, (H8-Block). Every
blessing and good wishes for your birth-
day, Sean. Thinking of you aiways. Love
from Colette. xxx

MCGLINCHEY, Sean. (H8-Block). All
the best for your birthday, Sean. From
the McShane famlly.

McGLINCHEY, Sean. (H8-Block). Many
happy returns, Sean. Your courage Is an
Inspiration to us all. From Una and
Conleth.

********************

d'imiomar
(away)
thingamar (hawnumur) — we came
thiteamar (hitumar) — we fell

uisce (ishkeh) — water

Gaineamh (gonyuv) — sand

cathaoir (koheeur) — a chair

d"imigh sibh (dimig shiv) — ye went
théinig siad ( hownig sheeud) — they
came

thit siad (it sheeud)
leaba (labba) — bed

(dimeemur)

— they fell

D'imiomar ag a seacht a chiog — We
€Nt away at seven o‘clock.

o
hamm siad san oiche — They came in
he night

PRONUNCIATION
THE pronunciation given in brackets is
as near as possible to the sound.

CH ‘is sounded as in LOCH ERNE.

D and T before A O and U are thick,
spoken with the tongue pressed against
the upper front teeth.

DH and GH are like a G far back in

the throat — almost a gargle.

Ritheamar isteach san uisce —We ran into
the water.

Shidil sibh ar an ngaineamh — Ye walked
on the sand.

Thiteamar isteach sa leaba — We fell into
the bed.

D’imigh sibh amach an doras — Ye went
out the door.
Rith sibh ar an mbéthar — Ye ran on the
road.

ShiGlamar ins an uisce — We walked in
the water,

PHRASES
1 — Gan sire ar raon mo shidil (Gon aruh
err rayon muh hoyooil) — Without look-
ing where | was going.
2 — Thit siad chun feola (hit sheeud hun
fyoleh) They became fat (fell into flesh).
3 — Ag sior-ith (egg sheeur rih) — Per-
petually running.
4 — D’'imigh na blianta (dimig nuh
bleentuh) — Years went by.

BROWN, Denis; MEALY, Jackie; MUL-
VENNA, Jim, (5th Anniversary), In
proud and loving memory of Vols Denls
Jackle Msajy, and Jim Mylvenna,
e, glalgh na hEireann,
1In sarvice on June 215t
bs ag trold ar son

olrse. Never Vulqulnn by thelr fr

and comrades In the Belfast Brigade.
BROWN, Denis; MEALY, Jackie; MUL-
rsary). In lov.

d

Mulvenna, who were murde
215t 1978. Always remembered by Eu:
ene Fanning, Geordle Markey and Niall
Burns, Portlaolse Prison.
CARLIN, Tommy; COYLE, Joe; Mc-
cooL, Tommy. (13th Annlversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vols Tom-
my_Carlin, Jos Coyle and Tommy M
Cool,Derry ade, Gglaigh na hi
ann, who o Kkilled In action on
e 27th 1970, Always remembered
thelr friends and comrades In the Derry
Brigade.
CARLIN, Tommy; COYLE, Jos; Mc-

(13th Annlversary). De-

member with pride Vols
Tommy Carlin, JosCoylgand Tommy Mc-
Cool, Derry Brigade, Oglaigh na hEire-
ann, who died on actlve service on June
27th 1979, Thug siad a ralbh acu ag tro-
1d ar son na saolirse.
CARTY, Paddy; CROWLEY, Dermo!
LOUGHRAN, Sean.
ubl

rone, remember. witn pride Vols Paddy
Carty, Dermot Cror nd Sean Lough-
FanE Sl etohEh st nelvean s DUsasAoNY
who dled on active service on June 25th
73. Fhad’s at§ na h-ual nna seo In
irinn  nf bhelah sfochaln ann gan
saolrse,
CARTY, Paddy; CROWLEY, Dermot;
LOUGHRAN, Sean. (10th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Volis
Paddy Carty, Dermot Crowley and Sean
Loughran, who were killed in action on
June 25th 1973. RIP. Mary, Queen of
Ireland, pray for them. Always remem-
red by the Carty/Crowley/ Loughran
Sinn Féin cumann, Dungannon.
CARTY, Paddy; CROWLEY, Dermot;
LOUGHRAN, Sean. (10th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vols
Paddy Carty, Dermot Crowley and Sean
Loughran, who were Killed In action on
June 25th 1973, mp Mary, Queen of
ireland, pray for th ys remem-
bered by “the Loughran family, Dun-

gannon.
CARTY, Patrick; CROWLEY, D"mol;
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County Tyrone. A Mhulre na nGael déan
trbcalre ar & snam. Always remem ber-
ed by the Cork Sinn Féin comhairie
ceantalr.
CROWLEY, Darmot. (10th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol Der-
mot Crowley who was killed on active
sarvice on June 25th 1973 ai Omagn,
Fualr sé bs -o troid ar
n by

ann, Corcalgh.
CROWLEY, Dlvmol (10th Annivarsary).
In proud foving memory of Vol
Dermot Crowley who was killed on act-
Ive service on June 25th 1973 at Omagh,
ounty Tyrone, “The sole duty of th:
revolutionary s to make the revolution.
Always remembered by the Countess
Markievicz Sinn Féin cumann, Cork.
CROWLEY, Deymot. (10th Anniversary).
In proud d loving memory of Vol Der-
mot Crowley who was kilied on active
service at Omagh, County Tyrone, on
25th 1973. While Ireland holds
reland unfr shall never
pea ever quou.n by the
Thomas McCuvlaln Sinn Fé&ln cumann,
Cork.
CROWLEY, Dermot. (10th Anniversary).
In proud Joving memory of Vol
Dermot Crowley, who was killed on act-
Ive service at Omagh, County Tyrone, o
measc laochra na

en by the Kleran Doherty Sinn Féin
cumann, Cork.
FINUCANE, JORDAN, Tony.
(11th Annlversary). In proud and loving
memory of Vois John Finucane and
ny Jordan, Belfast Brigade, Oglaigh na
gluann who died on June 28th 1972,
| measc laochra na nGael go ralbh a
n-anamnacha. Never fotgotten by thelr
friends and comrades In the Beifast Bri-
gade.
FINUCANE, John. (11th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of my bro-
ther, Vol John Finucane, who died on
28th 1972. “Mary, Queen of the
pray for him. Always remembered
with' love and pride by Dermot, Allish
and nlece Gralnn
FINUCANE, John; JORDAN, Tony.
(11th Anniversary). In proud and loving
memory of our brother, Vol John Fin-
ucane, and his frlend, Vol Tony Jordan,
who died on June 28th 1972. *As'iong
as grass grows and water s men and
women will be found 0 dare and
glve thelr lives |n the cause  of Iris
| deem the sacrifice a virtue
Ar dhels D& go ralbh a n-
Seamus

LOUGHRAN, Sean. (10th
In proud and loving memory of Vols
Patrick Carty, Dermot Crowley and
Sean Loughran who were killed on act-
Ive service on June 25th 1973. Always
remembered by the Corrigan famlly,
Rush, County Dublin.

COYLE, Brian. (7th Anniversary). In
proud and loving mlmgry of Vol B, Ian
Coyle, Derry Brigad: glaigh na hi
ann, who was kllled In action on Jun.
30th 1976, Always remembered by his
friends and com In th erry Bri-

Brian. (7th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol By
Coyle, Derry Brigade, Oglalgh na hEir
ann, who was killed In action on June
30th 1976. Always remembered by
Derry Sinn Féin,
CRAIG, Gerard; RUSSELL, David. (Sth
Anniversary).”In proud and loving mem-
ory of Vols Gerard Craig ana’ Dauid
Russell, Derry Brigade, Oglaigh na hEire-
ann, wh killed in actlon on June
24th 1974. Always remembered by thelr
friends and comrades In the Derry Brl-
gade.

CRAIG, Gerard; RUSSELL, David. (9th
Annlversary). In proud and loving mem-
ory of Vols Gerard Cralg and David
Russell, Derry Brigade, Oglaigh na hEire.
ann, who died on active service on June
24th 1974, Fuair slad bs ag troid ar
son na saolrse. Always remembered by
Derry Sinn Féin.
CROWLEY, Dermot. (10th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Darmot Crowley, Cotk Brigade, Oglaigh
nn, who was killed on active
service In Omagh, County Tyrone, on
June 25th 1973. “We must take no
steps backward, our steps must be on-
ward, for If we don't, the martyrs who
dled for you, for me, for this country,
wlll haunt us for eternity.” Always rem:

CROWLEY, Dl moL (10th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol

Ive service at Omagh, County Tyrone, oo
June 25th 1973. *“They may kiil the rev-
olutionary but never ti revolution,

NIV:I forgotten by Na Flanna Eireann,

ork.

CROWLEY, Dermot. (10th Annliversary),
In proud and (oving memory of Vol
Dermot Crowley who was killed on act-
Ive service on June 25th 1973 at Omagh,

Dermot Crowley who was killed on act- -

na d
agus Dlarmuld, H-7 Cels Fada.
LOUGHRAN, Sean. (10th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of my dear
brother, Sean, who was Kiiled in action
on June 25th 1973. RIP. Mary, Queen
of Ireland, pray for him. Always remem-
bered by his sister Ann, Frank and fam-
Hly, Dungannon.
LOUGHRAN, Sean. (10th Annmmry)
In proud and loving memory o
ho was killed on Juna 25m
IP. “Lay him away on the hill-
side, along with the brave and the bold,
Inscribe his name on the roll of fame, in
letters of purest gold,” Always remem-
bered by his loving mother Mary Lough-
ran, Dungannon.
MCcILHONE, Henry. (13th Annlvovury)
In proud and loving mem:
Henry - Mcl)horie,
laigh na hEireann, who dled on .ctlvt
service on June 27th 1970. Fualr s& bas
ag trold ar son saolrse. Always remem-
bered by his friends and comrades In the
Belfast Brigade.
McILHONE, Henry. (13th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Yol
Henry Mcllhone, Belfast Brigade, Og-
laigh na hEireann, who dled on active
service on June 27th 1979. “Lay him
away on the hlliside, along with the
brave and the bold, inscribe his name or
the roll of fame, In letters of purest
gold.”  Always remembered by hlis
Triands from the Short Strand area, Bel-
fast, and by all the republican’ POWs
from the Short Strand In Jalls In Ireland
and England.
MULVENNA, Jim. (5th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of my cousin,
Vol Jim Mulvenna, 3rd s.muon Belfast
Brigas glaigh na hEireann, who was
Killed "on_active service on June 21st
1978. RIP. “In every generation our
bravest and best have dled. Sometimes
In our grief we cry out foolish and un-
thinking words, ‘The- sacrifice s too
great!’, but still we know It was because
they were our best and bravest that they
died.” Always remembered by Pauline,
Tony and famlly.
THE BOBBY SANDS SINN FEIN CUM-
ANN, KILLORGLIN, COUNTY KER-
Y, remember with pride the 10 brave
Irishmen who gave thelir lives on hunger-
strike In the H-Blocks of Long Kesh In
1982. “Ireland unfree shall never be at
peac

McKEOWN. Kevin O'Nelll and Paul Mc-
Glinchey extend sincere sympathy to
our comrade Laurence McKeown on the
death of his mother, Margaret, “Her life
was a beautlful memory, her absence a

silent grief, she rests In God’s beautiful
garden, beside a rose coloured peace.'
Mary, Queen of Ireland, pray for he

McKEOWN. Deepest sympathy to Laur-
McKeown on the death of his moth-
‘'She always had

ney
er.

Mary,
Queen of Ireland, pray for her. From
Sindy.

Draw results

Ardmore Sinn Feln 20 Week Draw
Week 3:- £100: John McGurk, Kiican,
Cookstown; £15: Eamonn Doher(y, Ard-
more Crescent, Omagn E5: Larry Strain,
Rich Street, le
Week £100: Michael Rafferty,
Loughnacrory, Omagh; £15: Martin
Harte, Pomeroy; £5: Martin Ward, Glcn-
acusser, Golrtin,
Dublin Sinn Fein/POW Dept
Portlacise Mahogany Table Draw
Winner: Ms Phil Flannery, Ringsend.
Sh tallow Sinn Feln £50 Manthly Draw
uary:Eddle MccCallion, c/o yClllOw
Bln March: R. Daly, c¢/o Daly’s Bar;
April: D,Gallagher, c/o Ulster Ceramics.
S. Tyrone Sinn Fein Building Fund Draw
Week 12 £100: Charles McKillion, Dun-
gannon; £30: Tom Cotton, Dungannon;
£20: Maureen Kelly, Derryfurle.

project

A DERRY video project is being set
up on a commercial basis and person-
nel with experience in all aspects of
video production are now being
sought.

All  enquiries or applications
should be sent to Box 2000, 15 Cable
Street, Derry.
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BY MAEVE ARMSTRONG

EVIDENCE submitted by British sold-
iers was rejected as false by a jury
at the end of a three-day inquest into
the death of 11-year-old Derry child,
Stephen McConomy, who died after
being struck by a plastic bullet on
April 16th 1982

The inquest held in Crumlin Road Coron-
er’s Court found that there was ‘insufficient
evidence’ to suggest that Stephen McCon-
omy had been involved in rioting and that
the extent of street disturbances did not
justify the use of plastic bullets because
the soldiers
in any great danger.”

This verdict contradicted the evidence
of Lance-Corporal Nigel Robert Engelfield,
the soldier who fired the fatal shot. In a
written submission to the inquest, which
he failed to attend, he claimed that he
believed he had been ‘in real danger’ at
the time.

Hearing evidence from over 30 witnesses
the inquest accepted that there had been
some disturbances prior to the fatal shoot-
ing. Between 20 and 30 youths had thrown
bricks and lumps of concrete at a British
army Saracen.

A plastic bullet was fired and the youths

“did not appear to have been f

CIWEA IR e b aa

lllllllesl unnlradmls Brits:
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® A distraught Mrs McConomy, with sons Emmet and Mark, at Stephen ‘s funeral on April 22nd 1982
2 - e =

dispersed. It was during the following lull
in activity that a soldier firing from a range
of 17 feet (well within the recommended
minimum distance of 60 feet) unleashed
the bullet which killed Stephen McConomy.
The jury was told that the gun used was
defective.

Stephen’s mother, Mrs Marie McConomy,
was too emotionally upset to be present
for the outcome of the inquest, but her

sister, Mrs Rhona Toland, said:

“Our wee Stephen’s name has been clear-
ed. | think she (his mother) will be more
contented now but it won't bring him back
tous.”

Earlier in the hearing, the coroner, James
Elliott, had distributed his own interpret-
ation of the events surrounding Stephen
McConomy’s death, as a ‘guideline’ for the
jury. This was reluctantly withdrawn follow-

DR R e T
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ing strong objections from William Hassan,
representing the McConomy family.

FUTURE TRAGEDY

Following the inquest, Elliott declined
to make a recommendation on the con-
tinued use of plastic bullets with a view to
avoiding a future tragedy of a similar nature.

Calls for a public inquiry into the use
of this lethal weapon have, however, come"
from the Organisation of Concerned Teach-
ers in Belfast and the National Council
for Civil Liberties in London, one of whose
members, Dermot Walsh, attended the
hearing and suffered abuse from an RUC
man.

Derry Sinn Fein elected representative
Martin McGuinness commented:

“The verdict of the inquest is an indict-
ment of the British government’s use of
horrific weapons against Irish children...
and wili confirm people’s belief that sold-
iers can kill our children at will, without
fear of prosecution.

“The excuse that the plastic bullet gun
was defective will ring hollow to the people
of this city who have long experience of
Britain’s ability to cover up its crimes.
The fact is that Stephen McConomy was
killed on the streets of Derry by a foreign
soldier enforcing, through violence, Brit-
ain’s rule in Ireland.”

B&l inquest

were having their statements read
out to them and asked if they were
correct, and did not have to give
verbal evidence. He said that he and
his clients were being “deliberately
and systematically disadvantaged at
this inquest.”

The court was picketed by about
200 people, including Eamonn
Byrne’s wife, Elizabeth, and their
16-month-old baby. There will be a
picket on July 4th when the inquest

ad|ourned

BY SIOBHAN O'MALLEY _|

AN INOUEST on 20-year-old Eamonn Byrne shot dead by a
Special Branchman at the B&| Ferryport in Dublin last Nov-
ember, was adjourned for a fortnight on Monday this week.

Eamonn Byrne was shot during
an alleged attempted robbery of the
ferry, which, the gardai said, they
had staked-out after a tip-off. When
Byrne was challenged by Special
Branchmen at the B&I terminal
that morning, “he threw his gun
away and lay on the ground. He
was then shot in the back of the
head as he lay face down.

The statements read out at the
inquest from the Branchmen involv-
ed were very different from the
claims made by the gardai after the
shooting. Then they said that Eam-
onn Byrne had been shot ‘after he
turned a gun on the detectives’.
After a demand from Sinn Fein and
the Prisoners’ Rights Organisation

for an immediate mvestngaﬂon to

the exact cir of
the fatal shooting, the gardai chang-
ed their version of what happened.
They then claimed that the shoot-
ing was ‘accidental’, and that a
Branchman’s gun ‘went off during a
struggle’.

This version was elaborated on
at Monday’s inquest, when Detect-
ive Garda John Ryan said he saw
two of his colleagues “struggling
with a man on the ground.” Detect-
ive Garda Noel Smith said in his
statement that he shouted at Eam-
onn Byrne to stop or he would
shoot if Byrne tried to get to a car.
He said he then saw “something
flying through the air.”” Eamonn

Ormeau
sectarian
attack

IN A TYPICAL pre-July 12th incident on Saturday night
June 19th, shots were fired at nationalists in the Ormeau
Road area of Belfast after they had repulsed a stone-throw:
ing loyalist mob from Havelock Street.

n’t do any harm.”

However, the Sinn Fein
spokesperson in South Belfast,
Sean McKnight, urged nation-
alists in the Ormeau Road area
“extremely careful on FE
this mast dangerous part of the
Ormeau Road.”

He also condemned the hard-
ships endured by nationalists in
the area at this time of the year,
as “some young fellows siéeping suffering e ‘mini-curfew’ while
loyalists parade up end down
the main road.

The same gunman also fired
four shots at three nationalist
couples returning from the city
centre as they made their way
along a section of the Ormeau

Road known as ‘Murder Mile’
because of the frequency of
sectarian attacks,

RUC men at Donegall Pass
Barracks on the following day
mockingly dismissed the attack

rough”” who had “probably
found an old gun® but “would-

@ Part of the zwammg picket demanding an md-pund-m inquiry into uu shoot-

ing of Eamonn Byrne

Byrne was lying on the ground
when Detective Garda Kieran Walsh
came along.

Ryan claimed he heard a shot
and heard Walsh shout: “He has
been shot. My God, my gun went

off.”
BALLIST ICS

and by Patrick MacEntee for Byrne's
family. MacEntee complained about
not being given access to the path-
ologist’s report or to the ballistics
report, even though he had asked
for them weeks before the inquest.
The latter report, by gardai, claims
that the gun could have been dis-

The were
ed by Sean MacBride SC, for the
Irish Council for Civil Liberties,

the Prisoners’ Rights Organisation,

charged lly because of its
‘low trigger action’.

MacEntee also complained about
the fact that the garda witnesses

resumes.

EXECUTION

In a statement issued on Tues-
day, Dublin Sinn Fein said:

“At the time of the killing of Eamonn
Byme Sinn Fein issued a statement con-
demning this summary execution by
members of the gardai.

“We called on the media to carry out
an immediate investigation into the killing
as we believe it to be ludicrous to imag-
ine that the gardai would carry out an
impartial investigation into allegations
against their own members.

“The fact that the report on the in-
ternal garda inquiry has been kept secret
goes to show that there is obviously
something to hide.

“We demand the right of the public
to know who shot Eamonn Byrne dead
and why he has not been brought to
trial. Otherwise we must assume that
armed Special Branchmen, like their
counterparts in the North, the RUC,
now have a licence to shoot to kill, or
are acting on orders to do so.”

Election rankles

to be

® Sinn F

urday’s loyalist attack

’s Sean McKnight points
to the bullet holes (ringed) from Sat-

RUC PERSONNEL have continued to harass
Sinn Fein election workers after the West-

as a

their
reason for them being singled out.

One Coalisland youth, James McLaughlin,
aged 19, was stopped, within yards of his
home on-Derryvarn Road, by a-threesman RUC
patrol as-he ‘returned ~from a local church on
Friday night, June 16th. He was held for over
half-an-hour.

An RUC sergeant told him:

“If we get you along the road we’ll shoot you.
What'll you do then, eh? You'll have to run to Ken
Maginnis. See if he'll help you. You haven’t got
Carron now.”

In Derry last week two youths who had worked
in the Sinn Fein election campaign, John White,
aged 18, of Creggan, and Patrick Doherty, aged 17,
of the Bogside, were held for two days in Strand
Road RUC Barracks.

During interrogation they w‘u told:

“You were only arrested because you worked

with RUC

mlnsmr campalm has endnd specifically §

for Sinn Fein during the elections. If you had
mummw;mm M\n
would not have pulled you in.”

Th-mvwﬂumnl-dah.lenm

without being charged.
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