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LYNCH-PROVO DEAL 
Major initiatives 
expected at Lynch 
Callaghan talks. . . J . y - . ^ L y n c h . J a i n e s C a l l a g h a n 

As the date of the Lynch-Caltaghan meeting, tipped for the end of September, 
approaches there is mounting speculation on the nature of the proposals which 
Taoiseach Lynch will put forward. It now seems that he will indeed be making a 
major new initiative. 

. H e w i l ! i n e f f e c t b e p u t t i n g f o r w a r d a 
d e a l h e h a s m a d e w i t h t h e P r o v i s i o n a l s . 
T h i s i s f o r t h e e n d i n g o f t h e i r c a m p a i g n i n 
r e t u r n f o r t h e r e l e a s e o f s o m e p r i s o n e r s 
n o w . N o r t h a n d S o u t h , a m n e s t y f o r a l l 
p r i s o n e r s w i t h i n a m o n t h o r t w o o f 
v i o l e n c e e n d i n g a n d a p o l i t i c a l i n i t i a t i v e b y 
B r i t a i n w h i c h w i l l i n v o l v e a l o n g - t e r m p l a n 
f o r d i s e n g a g e m e n t f r o m N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . 

T h e d e a l w i t h t h e P r o v i s i o n a l s w a s 
m a d e b e f o r e t h e e l e c t i o n a n d a s a r e s u l t 
t h e P r o v e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y 
a c t i v e l y w o r k e d f o r l o c a l F i a n n a F a i l 
c a n d i d a t e s . M r . L y n c h w a s s a i d t o b e 
u n h a p p y w i t h t h e d e a l b u t r e a l i s e s w h a t a 
g r e a t f e a t h e r i n h i s c a p i t w o u l d b e i f h e 
w e r e t h e m a n t o b r i n g v i o l e n c e i n t h e 
N o r t h t o a n e n d . 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o p r e d i c t h o w C a l l a g h a n 
w o u l d r e a c t t o s u c h a d e a l b u t w i t h t h e 
m o u n t i n g v i o l e n c e i n B r i t a i n M r . L y n c h 
c o u l d r e a s o n a b l y h o p e t h a t h e w o u l d b e 
r e c e p t i v e t o i t . 

I t c a n b e a s s u m e d t h a t M i c h a e l 
O ' K e n n e d y , M i n i s t e r o f F o r e i g n A f f a i r s , 
h a s a l r e a d y s o u n d e d o u t t h e S D L P o n t h e 
d e a l . T h i s i s t h e m o s t l i k e l y e x p l a n a t i o n 
f o r t h e s u d d e n a b o u t f a c e o n t h e i r p o w e r 
s h a r i n g p o l i c y . A f t e r a l l , p o w e r s h a r i n g 
h a s b e e n t h e v e r y c o r n e r s t o n e o n w h i c h 
t h e w h o l e S D L P p o l i c y w a s b u i l t . I t h a s 
n o t o n l y b e e n a b a n d o n e d b u t h a s b e e n 
c o n d e m n e d b y t h e m a s " I n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e d 
s e c t a r i a n i s m " — t h e v e r y w o r d s o f 
c o n d e m n a t i o n u s e d b y s p o k e s p e o p l e f o r 
t h e R e p u b l i c a n C l u b s a n d S i n n F e i n T h e 
W o r k e r s ' P a r t y d u r i n g t h e p a s t f e w y e a r s . 

I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t t h e i n t e r v e n t i o n o f 
P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s i n 
t h e I r i s h q u e s t i o n h a s n o t m e t t h e u s u a l 
r e s p o n s e f r o m t h e B r i t i s h G o v e r n m e n t . 
O n p r e v i o u s o c c a s i o n s s u c h a n I n i t i a t i v e 
b y t h e U S G o v e r n m e n t w o u l d b e r e b u f f e d 
b y B r i t a i n o n t h e g r o u n d s t h a t N o r t h e r n 
I r e l a n d w a s p a r t o f t h e U K a n d t h a t t h i s 
w o u l d c o n s t i t u t e i n t e r f e r e n c e i n i t s 
i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s . 

I t n o w s e e m s t h a t B r i t a i n w e l c o m e s 
t h i s A m e r i c a n ' i n t e r f e r e n c e ' _ i f t h e 
i n t e r f e r e n c e t a k e s t h e f o r m d r m a s s i v e 
A m e r i c a n i n v e s t m e n t i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . 

T h e l e a d e r s h i p o f t h e P r o v i s i o n a l s f u l l y 
a p p r o v e t h e d e a l . T h e y r e c o g n i s e t h a t 
P r o v i s i o n a l s u p p o r t h a s r a p i d l y m e l t e d 
a w a y , b o t h a t h o m e a n d a b r o a d , i n t h e 
p a s t c o u p l e o f y e a r s . T h e y k n o w t h e 
c a m p a i g n i s f i z z l i n g o u t a n d t h a t t h e y n o w 
h a v e n o b a r g a i n i n g p o w e r l e f t , o n l y 
n u i s a n c e v a l u e . 

W i t h f o u n d i n g - f a t h e r H a u g h e y b a c k i n 
M i n i s t e r i a l p o w e r f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e s i n c e 
1 9 7 0 t h e y r e a l i s e t h a t F i a n n a F a i l , w h o s e t 
t h e m u p , a r e n o w a l l s e t t o c o l l e c t t h e 
p a y o f f o n t h e i r i n v e s t m e n t o f £100,000. 

B u t w i l l t h e y b e a b l e t o s e l l i t t o t h e 
h a r d m e n i n B e l f a s t ? T h i s i s w h e r e t h e 
s h a d o w y S e a m u s T w o m e y c o m e s i n . H e 
w a s u n h e a r d o f i n R e p u b l i c a n c i r c l e s 
b e f o r e 1 9 6 9 . H e w a s h a t c h e d b y t h e F r e e 
S t a t e i n t e l l i g e n c e o f f i c e r s s e n t u p b y 
F i a n n a F a i l a n d h a s g e n e r a l l y b e e n g i v e n a 
f r e e h a n d b y t h e B r i t i s h A r m y e v e r s i n c e . 

H e c a n n o w b e r e l i e d o n t o p l a y t h e 
r o l e e x p e c t e d o f h i m . I n a n y c a s e t h e r e a l 
' h a r d m e n ' a r e i n t h e P r o v i s i o n a l 
l e a d e r s h i p . R u a i r l 0 B r a d a i g h s h o w e d t h i s 
w h e n h e w e n t t o B e l f a s t i n N o v e m b e r 
1 9 7 5 t o u r g e h i s g u n m e n t o c o n t i n u e t h e 
v i c i o u s m u r d e r o u s p o g r o m a g a i n s t t h e 
R e p u b l i c a n C l u b s . H i s v i s i t r e s u l t e d i n t h e 
d e a t h s o f f o u r m o r e p e o p l e I n t h e 
f o l l o w i n g d a y s , i n c l u d i n g y o u n g J a c k i e 
M c A l l i s t e r , o n l y s o n o f E t h e l M c A l l i s t e r , 
w h o h a d — w i t h o t h e r B e l f a s t w o m e n — 
p i c k e t e d t h e K e v i n S t . h e a d q u a r t e r s o f 
t h e P r o v i s i o n a l s . 

W h a t e v e r d e a l I s m a d e , t h e m a j o r i t y o f 
t h e I r i s h p e o p l e . N o r t h a n d S o u t h , w o u l d 
b e g l a d t o s e e t h e e n d o f t h e P r o v i s i o n a l s ' 
m u r d e r o u s c a m p a i g n . T h e y w o u l d a l s o b e 
g l a d t o s e e t h e e n d o f t h e P r o v i s i o n a l s . 
M a n y a r e a l r e a d y r e t u r n i n g t o t h e w o m b 
o f F i a n n a F a i l w h e n c e t h e y c a m e . 

Why President 
Carter Spoke 
F o l l o w i n g t h e s t a t e m e n t o f U S 

P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r , t h e s i t u a t i o n i n 
N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d h a s t a k e n o n a n 
e n t i r e l y n e w i n t e r n a t i o n a l c h a r ­
a c t e r . I t h a s n o w b e c o m e p a r t o f 
t h e " U S G o v e r n m e n t s g l o b a l 
s t r a t e g y , a n d a s s u c h w i l l b e ­
c o m e a p r i o r i t y a r e a f o r U . S . 
i n v e s u a p n t a n d , f o l l o w i n g t h a t , 
U . S . ^ e s . 

T h e s t a t e m e n t w a s w e l c o m e d 
b y M r . C a l l a g h a n f o r t h e B r i t i s h 
G o v a r n m e n t , M r . L y n c h f o r t h e 
D u b l i n G o v e r n m e n t , M r . W e s t 
f o r t h e O f f i c i a l U n i o n i s t P a r t y a n d 
M r . H u m e f o r t h e S D L P . 

A l l o f t h e s e s a i d t h a t t h e s t a t e ­
m e n t w a s a n e n d o r s e m e n t o f 
t h e i r p a r t i c u l a r p o l i c i e s w h i c h 
s h o w e d i n f a c t t h a t M r . C a r t e r 
s a i d n o t h i n g w h a t e v e r i n f a v o u r 
o f a n y p o l i c i e s e x c e p t i n s o f a r a s 
h e c o n d e m n e d v i o l e n c e . 

T h e r e w e r e , i n f a c t , o n l y t w o 
p o i n t s o f m a j o r s i g n i f i c a n c e 
a b o u t t h e s t a t e m e n t . T h e f i r s t 
w a s t h a t i t w a s m a d e a t a l l . l t i s a 
s t a t e m e n t o f i n t e r e s t . I t i s s a y i n g 
i n e ' H e c t ' t h e U S G o v e r n m e n t h a s 
a n I n t e r e s t i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r s p o t 
a n d i f a n y o n e w i s h e s t o q u e s t i o n 
i t , w e a r e p r e p a r e d t o f i g h t a b o u t 
i t . ' 

T h e s e c o n d s i g n i f i c a n t p o i n t 

w a s C a r t e r ' s r e f e r e n c e t o U S 
w i l l i n g n e s s t o i n v e s t i n t h e a r e a i f 
a p o l i t i c a l s e t t l e m e n t w a s 
r e a c h e d w h i c h s a t i s f i e d h i m . 

I n a c o m m e n t o n C a r t e r ' s 
s t a t e m e n t , S i n n F e i n T h e 
W o r k e r s ' P a r t y s a i d " h e r e c o g ­
n i s e s t h e d a n g e r o f a c o m p l e t e 
c o l l a p s e o f t h e N o r t h e r n 
e c o n o m y . H e i s n o w p r e p a r e d t o 
b a i l o u t t h e B r i t i s h G o v e r n m e n t i n 
r e t u r n f o r a p o l i t i c a l s e t t l e m e n t 
w h i c h w i l l p r o t e c t A m e r i c a n 
s t r a t e g i c a n d e c o n o m i c 
i n t e r e s t s . " T h i s s e e m s t o b e t h e 
n u b o f t h e q u e s t i o n . 

P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r w a s o f c o u r s e 
a c t i n g o n t h e a d v i c e o f t h e C I A 
w h e n h e m a d e t f i e s t a t e m e n t . 
T h e r o l e o f t h e C I A i n t h e P r o v i ­
s i o n a l f r o n t g r o u p i n t h e U S — 
T h e I r i s h N a t i o n a l C a u c u s , w a s 
e x c l u s i v e l y r e v e a l e d i n t h e U n i t e d 
I r i s h m a n i n 1 9 7 5 . 

W e s p e c i f i c a l l y n a m e d F r e d 
B u r n s O ' B r i e n a s a C I A l i n k ; I t i s 
i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e t h a t O ' B r i e n 
w a s i n t e r v i e w e d b y R a d i o E i r e a n n 
a b o u t C a r t e r ' s s t a t e m e n t a n d h e 
n o w o p p o s e d v i o l e n c e a n d 
d e n i e d a n y l i n k w i t h t h e P r o v i ­
s i o n a l s . I t l o o k s l i k e a l l t h e i r o l d 
f r i e n d s a r e a b a n d o n i n g t h e m , 
e v e n t h e C I A . 

V a n H o o l , D u b l i n , n o 
f u t u r e . ^ 

H o w C l l r . 
• M c D o n a g h w a s 

' r a m e d . see Page 12 
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C y p r u s a f t e r M a k a r i o s 
See Page 8 
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P O W E R S H A R I N G 
The Social Democratic and Labour 

Party's dropping of the Power-
Sharing concept seems to have taken 
everyone by surprise. But the concept 
has been dead for some years now 
and the only real surprise has been 
that the Party clung for so long to the 
putrefied corpse. 

Their reason for hanging on to 
Power-Sharing apparently was that 
they had no idea what to do or where 
to go without it. The alternative 
which is being placed before them is 
to return to the backwoods of green 
tory nationalist politics. Paddy Devlin 
has set his face against this and has 
rightly Identified the dangers involved 
but instead of the backwoods he has 
nothing to offer but the political 
wilderness. 

Perhaps if the S .D .L .P . had the 
courage to face up honestly to their 
political origins they would be able to 
chart a difficult but straight political 
path. The famous 'big six' owe their 
political careers to the fact that they 
successfully jumped on the Civil 
Rights Bandwagon in 1968/69. They 
had nothing to do with the planning 
or organising of the Civil Rights 
struggle. 

This was done by the Northern 
Ireland Civil Rights Association. But 
they a t t e n d e d the N I C R A 
demonstrations, spoke on their 
platforms and grabbed the publicity 
from the news media. At the 1969 
elections they presented themselves 
to the people as Civil Rights 
candidates and were swept in on the 
crest of the wave . The niri 
Nationalists who opposed or ignored 

the Civil Rights campaign were 
ignominiously dismissed. 

The peoples mandate was clearly 
for Civil Rights and Democratic 
guarantees which were spelled out to 
them by NICRA. How were the voters 
to know that they had elected six 
frauds whose interest was In 
achieving power not civil rights. 
Although they maintained their 
pretence of interest in the Civil Rights 
campaign, not once from the time of 
their election did any of the six take 
any political initiative in support of 
the demands of the NICRA campaign. 

Its not yet too late. These demands 
are still valid. The British Government 
have given the impression of having 
tried everything to find a solution to 
the " i n t r a c t a b l e " problem of 
Northern Ireland. But they have never 
tried what mass ive numbers 
demanded in a long-drawn out 
campaign — a Bill of Rights laying 
down democratic guarantees in all 
areas of central and local 
government. The SDLP have been 
mandated to press for this but have 
never done so. 

Power Sharing Is institutionalised 
sectarianism as Paddy Devlin has at 
last admitted. But it is also totally 
undemocratic as the loyalists have 
constantly emphasised. On the other 
hand the loyalists concept of majority 
rule was for 50 years a total denial of 
democracy. As the Republican Clubs 
and Sinn Fein The Workers' Party 
have pointed out at elections for the 
past few years, the only way in which 
majority rule can be made democratic 
is by the implementation of the kind 
of Bill of Rights put forward by 
N.I.C.R.A. 

U N I T E D I R I S H M A N 
An tEireannach Aontaithe 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES (12 MONTHS) 
I R E L A N D b B R I T A I N £2.50 
E U R O P E ^ £3.50 
U S A / A U S T R A L I A b e l s e w h e r e $ 1 0 
Cheques Postal Orders should be made payable to THE U N I T E D IH ISHMAN. 30 Gardiner Place. Dublin t 

NAME . . . 

A D D R E S S 

Dear Editor, 
'Human Rights' are often used by 

the press to attack socialist 
countries and by implication to 
suggest "our way of life" is a model. 
We in Ireland know of the terrible 
and frightful treatment and the 
awful conditions that exist in British 
and Irish prisons. So I would like if 
you would reprint a letter which was 
addressed to the President of the 
United States, James Carter from a 
Prisoners Rights Committee at the 
U.S. Prison in Marion, Illinois, for 
our readers information: 

" M r . P r e s i d e n t , d u e t o y o u r r e c e n t 
s t a n d o n h u m a n r i g h t s . I w a n t t o c a l l 
y o u r a t t e n t i o n t o t h e w h o l e s a l e 
v i o l a t i o n o f h u m a n r i g h t s h e r e a t t h e 
U . S . P e n i t e n t i a r y , M a r i o n , I l l i n o i s . 
T h e r e i s a p r i s o n h e r e c a l l e d t h e 
L o n g T e r m C o n t r o l U n i t . I t h a s 
b e c o m e k n o w n t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d 
a s t h e n o t o r i o u s H - U n i t . P r i s o n e r s 
a r e s e n t h e r e f r o m a l l a c r o s s t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s t o u n d e r g o b e h a v i o r a l 
m o d i f i c a t i o n t r e a t m e n t ! A n y 
p r i s o n e r s w h o r e f u s e t o a c c e p t t h e 
d e h u m a n i s i n g p r i s o n s y s t e m , a n d 
w h o s p e a k o u t t h r o u g h t h e c o u r t s o r 
t h e n e w s m e d i a a r e l i k e l y 
c a n d i d a t e s f o r t h e L o n g T e r m 
C o n t r o l U n i t . 

A t t h e p r e s e n t t i m e t h e r e a r e 4 7 
p r i s o n e r s c o n f i n e d h e r e : 2 7 b l a c k s , 4 
C h i c a n o s a n d 16 W h i t e s . T h e p l a c e i s 
d i v i d e d i n t o t w o u n i t s . O n e u n i t 
h o u s e s 1 1 W h i t e s , 3 B l a c k s a n d 1 
C h i c a n o . T h i s i s c a l l e d t h e w o r k i n g 
s e c t i o n . H e r e t h e m e n a r e a l l o w e d 
o u t o f t h e i r c a g e s f o r f o u r h o u r s 
w o r k a n d f o u r h o u r s f o r t e l e v i s i o n 
a n d o t h e r b e n e f i t s . 

S e c t i o n t w o h o u s e s 2 4 B l a c k s , 3 
C h i c a n o s a n d 5 W h i t e s . T h e y r e m a i n 
i n t h e i r c a g e s f o r 23^/2 h o u r s d a i l y . 
T h e t r e a t m e n t p r o g r a m m e i n t h e 
c o n t r o l u n i t c o n s i s t s o f p h y s i c a l 
b e a t i n g s w i t h b a s e b a l l b a t s , f o r c e d 
d r u g g i n g s , m e n t a l t o r t u r e , a n d 
r e s t r i c t i v e d i e t s . P r i s o n e r s a r e u s e d 
a s g u i n e a p i g s f o r u n t e s t e d c o n t r o l 
m e t h o d s a n d m i n d - d e p r e s s i n g 

j i d r u g s . T h e r e h a v e b e e n n u m e r o u s 
j u i c i d e s . T h e p r i s o n e r s a r e g i v e n t h e 
b a r e s t m i n i m u m o f r e q u i r e d 
c a l o r i e s t o s u s t a i n h u m a n l i f e . 
P r i s o n e r s c o m p l a i n o f f o o d b e i n g 
l a c e d w i t h f o r e i g n m a t t e r , f r o m 
g r o u n d g l a s s t o h u m a n f a e c e s a n d 
u r i n e . 

I n a r e c e n t n e w s r e p o r t t h e U . S . 
B u r e a u o f P r i s o n s a d m i t t e d t h a t 
p r i s o n e r s w e r e o n a r e s t r i c t i v e d i e t , 
h a d b e e n d r u g g e d , b e a t e n a n d t h a t 
g u a r d s k e p t a c o n t a i n e r o f u r i n e 
w h i c h t h e y u s e d t o d o u s e p r i s o n e r s 
w i t h . 

T h e y m a i n t a i n t h a t t h i s p l a c e i s 
n e c e s s a r y . T h e B u r e a u o f P r i s o n s 
a n d W a r d e n J a m e s R i g g s b y c o n t e n d 
t h a t H - U n i t i s u s e d t o h o u s e " t h e 
m o s t d a n g e r o u s m e n i n A m e r i c a . " 
I s m a i l M u s l i n A l i ( L a B e e t ) h a s 
b e e n i n t h e c o n t r o l u n i t f o r 13 
m o n t h s ; t h e r e a s o n — H e w a s i n a n 

u n a s s i g n e d a r e a t a l k i n g t o s o m e o f 
h i s f r i e n d s . H e i s a M o s l e m . A n d r e w 
D . K e l l y h a s b e e n i n t h e c o n t r o l u n i t 
o n i n d e f i n i t e s t a t u s — 5 m o n t h s s o 
f a r . T h e r e a s o n ? " I n s o l e n c e t o a 
w h i t e g u a r d . " , 

R a n d o l p h B . P e o p l e s h a s b e e n i n m 
t h e c o n t r o l u n i t s i n c e O c t o b e r 1 9 7 6 ; 
r e a s o n — " R e f u s i n g t o o b e y a n 
o r d e r " . E d d i e G r i f f i n , c h a i r m a n o f 
t h e B l a c k C u l t u r a l S o c i e t y , h a s b e e n 
i n t h e c o n t r o l u n i t , f o r s i x m o n t h s . 
R e a s o n ; h e r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r f r o m 
t h e ' F r e e W o r l d ' a s k i n g a l l p r i s o n e r s 
t o b o y c o t t J u l y 4 e v e n t s . 

G e o r g e B l u e , c h a i r m a n o f t h e 
N a t i o n a l P r i s o n e r s A s s o c i a t i o n h a s 
b e e n i n t h e c o n t r o l u n i t s i n c e M a y 2 1 , 
1 9 7 6 . T h e r e a s o n , " u n a u t h o r i s e d u s e 
o f m a i l " . ( H e p u t a l e t t e r t o t h e 
w a r d e n i n t h e w r o n g m a i l b o x ! ) 
D o n o v a n B . X . G i l l i a m h a s b e e n i n 
c o n t r o l u n i t s s i n c e J u n e 1 9 7 4 . T h e 
r e a s o n , " V e r b a l l y t h r e a t e n e d a n 
o f f i c e r " . H e i s a M o s l e m . M i l t o n 
R a i n e s h a s b e e n i n t h e c o n t r o l u n i t 
s i n c e J a n u a r y 1 9 7 7 . R e a s o n — 
" s u s p i c i o n o f h a v i n g a k n i f e a n d a 
p a s t h i s t o r y o f i n s o l e n c e t o s t a f f " . 

S p e n c e r C h i n n h a s b e e n i n c o n t r o l 
u n i t s s i n c e O c t o b e r 1 9 7 6 . T h e r e a s o n 
— " I n s o l e n c e t o w h i t e s t a f f . " H a n i f 
M . S h a b a z z h a s b e e n i n t h e c o n t r o l 
u n i t s i n c e M a y 1 9 7 4 . R e a s o n , " a f i s t 
f i g h t " . H e i s a M o s l e m . L a w r e n c e 
B e y h a s b e e n i n t h e c o n t r o l u n i t 
s i n c e A p r i l 1 9 7 6 . T h e r e a s o n — 9 0 0 
p r i s o n e r s s t a g e d a p e a c e f u l w o r k 
s t o p p a g e . H e w a s t h e o n l y o n e p u t 
i n t o t h e c o n t r o l u n i t , h e i s a M o s l e m . 

S t e v e n W o o d e n h a s b e e n i n c o n t r o l 
u n i t s s i n c e O c t o b e r 1 9 7 6 . T h e R e a s o n 
— " a s s a u l t i n g a n o t h e r p r i s o n e r " . 
S i n c e t h e n a n o t h e r p r i s o n e r h a s 
c o n f e s s e d t o t h i s d e e d . W o o d e n w a s 
f o u n d g u i l t y b e c a u s e o f h i s h o s t i l e 
a t t i t u d e a n d h i s s i z e . 

J a m e s W a t s o n h a s b e e n i n t h e 
c o n t r o l u n i t s i n c e D e m e m b e r 1 9 7 6 . -
R e a s o n : " e n c o u r a g i n g a b o y c o t t . " 
H e i s a m e m b e r o f t h e B l a c k 
C u l t u r a l S o c i e t y . 

M r . P r e s i d e n t , t h e a b o v e a r e t h e 
" m o s t d a n g e r o u s b l a c k m e n i n 
A m e r i c a " . T h e y h a v e c o m m i t t e d 
" t e r r i b l e " r u l e v i o l a t i o n t o e a r n t h i s 
l a b e l f r o m t h e W a r d e n a n d t h e 
B u r e a u o f P r i s o n s . N o w h i t e s w e r e 
c h a r g e d w i t h " i n s o l e n c e " , p u t t i n g 
l e t t e r s i n t h e w r o n g m a i l b o x , b e i n g 
o u t o f p l a c e , o r r e f u s i n g t o o b e y a n 
o r d e r . 

I n c l o s i n g I w i s h t o s a y t h a t I h o p e 
y o u w i l l s h o w t h e s a m e c o n c e r n f o r 
o u r r i g h t s a s y o u d i d f o r V l a d i m i r 
B u k o v s k y a n d A n d r e i S a k h a r o v . 
T h a n k y o u . 
P r i s o n e r s R i g h t s C o m m i t t e e , 
M a r i o n , I l l i n o i s . " 

I hope you can find space for this 
lengthy letter. 

Yours fraternally, 
Jim Savage, 

•Sunnydale*. Western Road, 
Cork. 

Sinn Fein 
The Workers'Party 

Further information from: 
General Secretary 
Sinn FeinThe Workers' Party 
30 Gardiner Place Dublin 1 

N a m e . 

Addre s s 
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K E E P T H E S E D A T E S 
F R E E ! 
6 0 t h A n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e 
O c t o b e r R e v o l u t i o n 
DUBLIN: 
Thursday, Oct. 27 1977 
Showing of Eisentein's great classic OCTOBER 
Sunday Oct. 30,1977 
Commemoration Dinner and Social 
BELFAST: 
Friday, Oct. 28,1977 
Showing of Eisentein's great classic OCTOBER. 
Saturday, Oct. 29 1977 
Commemoration Dinner and Social 

Full Details from I n t e r n a t i o n a l A f f a i r s B u r e a u , S i n n F e i n 

T f ie W o r k e r s ' P a r t y . 

P E A C E , 
W O R K 
& C L A S S 
P O L I T I C S 



MEAN FOMHAIR 

A s s t . C o m m i s s i o n e r P a t r i c k M c L o u g h l i n . 

T h e 
F i n g e r p r i n t 

S c a n d a l 
Anyone interested In justice, human rights and civil liberties must be gravely 

concerned at the revelations in regard to irregularities in the fingerprint 
department of the Gardai. 

This has alvyays been presented as a purely technical department of the Gardai 
and their evidence In court was regarded as unchallengeable in the same way as 
independent scientific evidence. In many trials the fingerprint evidence has been 
the deciding factor in the minds of juries and in at least one case in recent times 
it was the only evidence presented. 

N o w i t i s k n o w n t h a t i n S e p t e m b e r 
1976, t w o d e t e c t i v e s w i t h i n t h e 
f i n g e r p r i n t d e p a r t m e n t w h o u n c o v e r e d 
t h e f a c t t h a t t h e f a m o u s h e l m e t 
f i n g e r p r i n t i n t h e B r i t i s h A m b a s s a d o r c a s e 
w a s t h a t o f a g a r d a , l a t e r w e n t b a c k o v e r 
p r e v i o u s f i n g e r p r i n t e v i d e n c e i n o t h e r 

c a s e s . T h e y f o u n d t h a t i n a t l e a s t t h r e e 
c a s e s t h e f i n g e r p r i n t e v i d e n c e p r e s e n t e d 
w a s f a u l t y . 

T h i s w a s i n d e e d a m a j o r r e v e l a t i o n a n d 
s h o u l d i m m e d i a t e l y h a v e s p a r k e d o f f a 
f u l l s c a l e i n v e s t i g a t i o n b o t h w i t h i n t h e 
G a r d a i a n d i n t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f J u s t i c e 

t o e n s u r e t h a t i n f u t u r e f i n g e r p r i n t 
e v i d e n c e w a s b e y o n d r e p r o a c h . I n f a c t . 
C o m m i s s i o n e r N e d G a r v e y d i d a c o v e r -
u p . N o t h i n g w a s d o n e a n d n o t h i n g w a s 
h e a r d u n t i l t h e I r i s h T i m e s g o t h o l d o f t h e 
s t o r y i n M a r c h 1977. O n l y t h e n w a s 
D e p u t y C o m m i s s i o n e r M c L a u g h l i n 
i n s t r u c t e d t o c a r r y o u t a n e n q u i r y . 

N o t h i n g f u r t h e r w a s h e a r d u n t i l 
A u g u s t w h e n C o m m i s s i o n e r G a r v e y 

• m o v e d f o u r t o p f i n g e r p r i n t e x p e r t s o u t o f 
t h e D e p a r t m e n t . I t w a s h i s w a y o f 
d i s c i p l i n i n g t h e t w o m e n o f i n t e g r i t y w h o 
h a d u n c o v e r e d t h e w h o l e d i r t y b u s i n e s s . 

• I t n o w t r a n s p i r e s t h a t D e p u t y 
C o m m i s s i o n e r M p L a u g h l i n ' s r e p o r t w a s 

• C o m m i s s i o n e r E d w a r d G a r v e y -

p r e s e n t e d t o J u s t i c e M i n i s t e r C o o n e y 
b e f o r e h e w a s d r i v e n f r o m o f f i c e . I t w a s 
t h e r e f o r e a v a i l a b l e t o n e w J u s t i c e 
M i n i s t e r G e r r y C o l l i n s w h e n h e t o o k o v e r . 

I t i s l o g i c a l t h e r e f o r e , t o p r e s u m e t h a t 
G a r v e y ' s h a t c h e t j o b o n t h e m e n 
c o n c e r n e d w a s d o n e w i t h t h e k n o w l e d g e 
— i f n o t o n t h e d i r e c t i o n o f M i n i s t e r 

C o l l i n s . 
P u b l i c c o n f i d e n c e i n f i n g e r p r i n t 

e v i d e n c e h a s n o w b e e n c o m p l e t e l y 
e r o d e d . I t w i l l n o t b e r e s t o r e d u n t i l 
f i n g e r p r i n t p r o c e s s i n g i s p l a c e d i n t h e 
h a n d s o f i n d e p e n d e n t s c i e n t i f i c e x p e r t s 
w h o a r e n o t s u b j e c t t o G a r d a d i s c i p l i n e o r 
p o l i t i c a l p r e s s u r e s . 

Religious attitudes to sex 
made a political football 

R e c e n t l y t h e C a t h o l i c H i e r a r c h y 
p u b l i s h e d t h e r e s u l t s o f a s u r v e y i n t o 
C a t h o l i c a t t i t u d e s o n a n u m b e r o f m o r a l 
q u e s t i o n s . A l t h o u g h o n l y n o w p u b l i s h e d , 
t h e s u r v e y i t s e l f i s n e a r l y t o u r y e a r s o l d 
a n d , c o n c e i v a b l y , f o u r y e a r s o u t o f d a t e . 
N e v e r t h e l e s s t h e B i s h o p o f A r d a g h a n d 
C l o n m a c n o i s , R e v . C a h a l D a l y , 
p r o n o u n c e d h i m s e l f w e l l s a t i s f i e d w i t h t h e 
r e s u l t s a n d p r e s u m a b l y h e w a s e x p r e s s i n g 
t h e f e e l i n g s o f t h e e n t i r e H i e r a r c h y . 

B a s e d o n I n t e r v i e w s w i t h 2,623 
C a t h o l i c s t a k e n a t r a n d o m f r o m t h e 
e l e c t o r a l r e g i s t e r , t h e s u r v e y s h o w e d t h a t 
53% s a i d t h e y w e r e a g a i n s t d i v o r c e , 62% 
w e r e a g a i n s t c o n t r a c e p t i o n , 7 1 % 
o p p o s e d t o p r e - m a r i t a l s e x , 94.5% 
a g a i n s t a b o r t i o n . E i g h t y - f i v e p e r c e n t 
t h o u g h t i t w r o n g t o m i s s S u n d a y M a s s , 
w h i l e 47.6% t h o u g h t t h e f a i l u r e t o p a y 
C h u r c h d u e s w a s a l w a y s w r o n g . T h e r e 
w a s a l m o s t u n a n i m o u s c o n d e m n a t i o n 
(99.6%) o f r e c k l e s s d r i v i n g . 

Against Sin 
S u r v e y s a r e n o t o r i o u s l y u n r e l i a b l e a n d 

t h e i r p i t f a l l s a r e s u m m e d u p i n t h e p h r a s e 
" L i e s , d a m n e d l i e s a n d s t a t i s t i c s " . O n e 
c o u l d p o i n t t o t h e a g e o f t h i s s u r v e y a s a 
r e a s o n f o r s c e p t i c i s m . O n e c a n p o i n t o u t . 

w i t h o u t b e i n g u n d u l y c y n i c a l t h a t m o s t 
p e o p l e p a i n t t h e m s e l v e s m o r e v i r t u o u s 
t h a n t h e y a c t u a l l y a r e a n d t h a t w h i l e 
99.9% o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n w i l l q u i t e 
s i n c e r e l y d e c l a r e t h e m s e l v e s t o b e 
" a g a i n s t S i n " , t h e y w i l l c h e e r f u l l y g o o u t 
a n d c o m m i t i t — a n d e v e n t a k e p l e a s u r e 
i n i t ! 

Change in Attitudes 
S o w h a t d o e s t h i s s u r v e y s h o w a n d 

w h a t p r o m p t e d t h e C a t h o l i c H i e r a r c h y t o 
p u b l i s h t h e r e s u l t s o f a p o l l t a k e n u p t o 
f o u r y e a r s a g o ? D o u b t l e s s l y , i t s h o w s t h a t 
f o u r y e a r s a g o t h e r e w a s a h i g h 
p e r c e n t a g e o f C a t h o l i c s i n t e r v i e w e d w h o 
w e r e o p p o s e d t o c o n t r o v e r s i a l 
i n n o v a t i o n s s u c h a s d i v o r c e a n d 
c o n t r a c e p t i o n . W h a t i t d o e s not s h o w i s 
c u r r e n t a t t i t u d e s a m o n g C a t h o l i c s t o 
t h e s e i s s u e s , a n d p e r h a p s t h i s i s t h e p o i n t 
o f t h e w h o l e e x e r c i s e i n t h e H i e r a r c h y ' s 
e y e s , s i n c e l a t e r p o l l s h a v e s h o w n a 
n o t i c e a b l e c h a n g e i n a t t i t u d e s . O n e 
r e c e n t s u r v e y , t a k e n u p b y I r i s h M a r k e t i n g 
S u r v e y s L t d , s h o w e d t h a t 26%, a s 
c o m p a r e d t o t h e H i e r a r c h y ' s 62%, w e r e 
o p p o s e d t o t h e u s e o f a r t i f i c i a l b i r t h 
c o n t r o l . 

P e r h a p s , b y p u b l i s h i n g a n o u t - o f - d a t e 

s u r v e y w i t h t h e c o m f o r t i n g i m p r e s s i o n 
t h a t C a t h o l i c s a r e h o l d i n g s t a u n c h l y t o 
c o n s e r v a t i v e m o r a l a t t i t u d e s , t h e 
H i e r a r c h y i s t r y i n g t o k e e p t h e r e a l f a c t s a t 
b a y , l i k e C a n u t e t r i e d t o h o l d b a c k t h e 
w a v e s . I f s o , o n e c a n n o t r e a l l y g r u d g e 
t h e m t h e i r a t t e m p t t o s h i e l d t h e m s e l v e s 
f r o m f a c i n g t h e u n w e l c o m e f a c t s o f 
m o d e r n l i f e . 

No Reforms 
H o w e v e r , t h e r e i s a n o t h e r p o s s i b l e 

m o t i v e f o r i t s p u b l i c a t i o n w i t h w h i c h i t i s 
h a r d e r t o s y m p a t h i s e . B y p u b l i s h i n g a 
m i s l e a d i n g s u r v e y , w h i c h i n d i c a t e s a 
m a j o r i t y s t i l l o p p o s e d t o d i v o r c e a n d 
c o n t r a c e p t i o n , t h e C a t h o l i c B i s h o p s c o u l d 
b e t r y i n g t o i n f l u e n c e p o l i t i c i a n s a g a i n s t 
t h e l e g a l a n d c o n s t i t u t i o n a l r e f o r m s w h i c h 
a r e i n d e m a n d , b y h o l d i n g o v e r t h e m t h e 
t h r e a t o f a c o n s e r v a t i v e C a t h o l i c 
e l e c t o r a t e w r e a k i n g i t s v e n g e a n c e a t t h e 
p o l l s . 

I t i s c e r t a i n l y v e r y u n l i k e l y t h a t t h e 
H i e r a r c h y w i l l l e a d a c a m p a i g n a g a i n s t 
d r u n k e n d r i v i n g , w a v i n g t h e 99.6% 

Fisheries 
In the face of a concerted attack by 

the Irish Fishermens Organisation on 
behalf of the boat owners, the Irish 
Transport and General Workers Union 
on behalf of the fishermen and Sinn 
Fein the Workers' Party on behalf of 
the workers of the country. Fisheries 
Minister Brian Lenihan backed down 
on his agreement with the U.K. 
government to introduce a licensing 
and quota system in the Irish Sea. 
This was much more than just a 
conservation measure. It was the 
beginning of the end for the 50 mile 
exclusive limit which the Minister 
maintains is still his objective. 

Mr. Tomas Mac Giolla, President of 
Sinn Fein The Workers' Party during 
an interview on the radio programme 
'Here And Now' condemned the 
I.F.O.'s anti-union attitude as divisive 
and reactionary. He said that 
"without a 50 mile exclusive limit 
there would be no fishery industry to 
argue about and the limit could not be 
fought for unless those in the 
industry were organised." He called 
on all owners to join the I.F.O. and on 
all fishermen to join the Union. 
"Then", he said, "they can have a 
united campaign on the limit issue". 

Mr. Mac Giolla also urged the 
government to produce a White 

s u r v e y m a j o r i t y a s i t s m o r a l j u s t i f i c a t i o n , 
o r d e m a n d t h a t t h e c i v i l l a w b e u s e d t o 
e n f o r c e t h e p a y m e n t o f C h u r c h d u e s , o r r 
t h e g r o u n d s t h a t 47% o f C a t h o l i c s t h i n k i t 
w r o n g n o t t o p a y . B u t t h e y s e e n o t h i n g 
w r o n g i n d e m a n d i n g t h a t t h e r e b e n o 
r i g h t t o d i v o r c e o r c o n t r a c e p t i o n , u s i n g 
j u s t t h a t a r g u m e n t — t h a t C a t h o l i c s w a n t 
i t s o ( o r d i d , f o u r y e a r s a g o ) . I t i s h a r d t o 
b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s o u t - o f - d a t e s u r v e y i s n o t 
b e i n g r e s u r r e c t e d t o h e l p t h e m c o n t i n u e 
t h e i r c a m p a i g n a g a i n s t t h e r e f o r m s o f t h i s 
a s p e c t o f t h e l a w . 

T h e p o l l i s a s u r v e y o f h o w C a t h o l i c s 
t h o u g h t o n c e r t a i n i s s u e s t h r e e o r f o u r 
y e a r s a g o . J u s t t h a t . I t s a y s n o t h i n g 
a b o u t h o w o t h e r r e l i g i o n s o r n o n -
b e l i e v e r s f e e t a b o u t t h e s a m e m a t t e r s a n d 
i t s h o u l d n o t b e u s e d t o d i c t a t e h o w t h e y 
c o n d u c t t h e i r p r i v a t e l i v e s . 

I f t h e s u r v e y i s g o i n g t o b e u s e d a s 
a n o t h e r p o l i t i c a l f o o t b a l l b y t h e H i e r a r c h y , 
t o i n t i m i d a t e p o l i t i c i a n s a n d d e p r i v e 
c i t i z e n s o f t h e r i g h t t o e x e r c i s e t h e i r o w n 
c o n s c i e n c e , i n t h e i r p r i v a t e l i v e s , i t s h o u l d 
b e k i c k e d o f f t h e f i e l d . 

# M i n i s t e r B r i d n L e n i h d i i 

Paper outlining a total integrated plan 
for the industry covering limits, 
protection, conservation, on-shore 
factllties, processing, marketing etc. 
When interviewed subsequently on 
the same programme Mr. Lenihan, in 
reply to a question, said that his 
Department was at present preparing 
a plan which should be ready in 
October. 

The whole industry and indeed, the 
whole country, will be eagerly 
awaiting details of this first-ever 
Government Fisheries Plan. 

Prison Governors overrulec 
FoHowing the disturbances in Mountjoy jail in July in which about 100 

prisoners took part, 14 having climbed on the roof. The Irish Council of Civil 
Liberties issued a slashing attack on the department of Justice. They described 
the attitude of the Department to what was a major incident as "bordering on 
the scandalous." 

"The Department has seen fit" they said, "to state that there was no particular 
reason for the sit-in involving such a large number of prisoners in a prison largely 
holding non-political offenders". The Council went on to welcome the initiative 
of the new Minister for Justice in visiting prisons in the State and hoped that Mr. 
Collins would see the need for a full scale enquiry into the administration of our 
prisons, 

"In the meantime", their statement continued, "in the light of Department of 
Justice attempts to brush under the carpet what may or may not be legitimate 
grievances of ordinary prisoners in Mountjoy, the Minister might with profit hold 
an enquiry into the functioning of his own Department." 

The I .C.C.L. have in fact hit on the nub of the whole question of prison 
conditions in the 26 counties. The hardline attitude on the Jails is laid down, not 
b y the governors, but by the Inspector of Prisons in the Department of Justice. 

This is none other than the infamous Richard Crowe against whose autocratic 
19th century attitude this paper campaigned three years ago. Unless he is shifted 
enquiries will be of no value and prisoners will continue to have no rights. 

Minister on the run 



I C O R K I 

O p p o s i t i o n t o 
g a s p r o p o s a l s 

Recent proposals for the piping of 
natural gas from the Kinsale field to 
Dublin were strongly criticised by Ted 
Tynan at a meeting of Cork City 
Comhairle Cheanntair of Sinn Fein 
the Workers' Party. 

"This attempt by private interests 
to make profit out of the gas which is 
the property of the people of this 
country" he said "will , if successful , 
lead to a reduction in the quantity of 
gas available as feedstock for 
industries such as N.E.T. with 
consequent adverse effect on 
employment In the Cork area". 

Dealing with the question of the 
ef fects of this proposal on 
employment in other areas Mr. Tynan 
said that "an attempt Is being made 
to present those who oppose the. 
piping of gas to Dublin as being a 
threat to the livelihoods of Dublin gas 
workers." 

"But", he continued "the real 
threat to the jobs of gas workers in 
Dublin are those (including the oil 
companies) who opposed the 
building of an oil refinery there which 
could have supplied naphtha for gas 
production and avoided the present 
situation where 37% of Dublin gas 
has to be paid for by the government 
— or in the last analysis — by the 
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workers of this state. 
"With regard to such temporary 

employment as could be generated 
by the construction of a pipe line to 
Dublin", Mr. Tynan concluded "this 
would only be of very short duration 
and be achieved at a cost which 
would place a burden on the people 
of the state for decades". 

D U B L I N 

Neutron Bomb protest in Dub/in 
A c a l l f o r t h e D u b l i n G o v e r n m e n t t o 

o p p o s e p l a n s f o r t h e n e w U . S . ' p e o p l e -
k i l l e r ' N e u t r o n B o m b a t t h e U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s w a s m a d e b y t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
A f f a i r s B u r e a u o f S i n n F e i n T h e W o r k e r s ' 
P a r t y . 

I n a s t a t e m e n t t h e B u r e a u a l s o c a l l e d 
f o r s u p p o r t f o r a d e m o n s t r a t i o n a g a i n s t 
t h e p r o p o s e d n e w w e a p o n w h i c h i s b e i n g 
p l a n n e d o u t s i d e t h e U . S . E m b a s s y i n 
B a l l s b r i d g e , D u b l i n o n S a t u r d a y 
a f t e r n o o n , 2 n d S e p t e m b e r . 

T h e P o s t e r D e m o n s t r a t i o n , s p o n s o r e d 
b y t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l A f f a i r s B u r e a u o f 
S i n n F e i n T h e W o r k e r s ' P a r t y , i s I n 
s u p p o r t o f w o r l d - w i d e p r o t e s t a g a i n s t 
p l a n s f o r t h e N e u t r o n B o m b , w h i c h c a n 
k i l l m i l l i o n s o f p e o p l e w i t h o u t d a m a g i n g 
p r o p e r t y . U . S . P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r Is 
c u r r e n t l y b a t t l i n g t o p u s h p l a n s f o r 
p r o d u c t i o n o f t h e N e u t r o n B o m b t h r o u g h 
t h e U . S . S e n a t e , i n t h e t e e t h o f b i t t e r 

o p p o s i t i o n f r o m m a n y S e n a t o r s . 
" P l a n s f o r t h i s b a r b a r i c n e w w e a p o n 

m u s t b e s t o p p e d " , s t a t e d S e a n 0 
C i o n n a l t h , D i r e c t o r o f t h e S i n n F e i n T h e 
W o r k e r s ' P a r t y I n t e r n a t i o n a l A f f a i r s 
B u r e a u . " I t w o u l d b e a s e r i o u s n e w 
e s c a l a t i o n o f t h e n u c l e a r t h r e a t t o t h e 
w h o l e o f h u m a n i t y , a n d a t e r r i b l e b l o w t o 
w o r l d p e a c e " . 

" i t i s i n s a n e t o p r o p o s e s p e n d i n g 
b i l l i o n s o f d o l l a r s o n n e w a n d a p p a l l i n g 
w e a p o n s o f d e s t r u c t i o n , a t a t i m e w h e n 
o n e t h i r d o f t h e w o r l d ' s p o p u l a t i o n i s 
s t a r v i n g t o d e a t h " , M r . O C i o n n a i t h 
e m p h a s i s e d . 

" W e i n I r e l a n d h a v e s e e n t h e m i s e r y 
w h i c h e v e n s m a l l - s c a l e b o m b i n g s h a v e 
b r o u g h t t o o u r c o u n t r y . W e n o w c a l l o n 
t h e D u b l i n G o v e r n m e n t t o a d d i t s v o i c e a t 
t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s , t o t h e m o u n t i n g 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r o t e s t a g a i n s t p l a n s f o r t h i s 
t e r r i b l e n e w w e a p o n . " 

N . L C . R . A . a n d I r i s h Peace G r o u p 
s u p p o r t f o r R . U . C . t o r t u r e v i c t i m 

The Northern Ireland Civil Rights Association and The Irish Peace Group have 
taken up the case of torture victim Peter Hands, which they believe Is opening up 
a new dimension in vindictiveness on the part of the British forces in Northern 
Ireland. 

Peter Hands was first arrested on June 9 of last year and held until June 15, 
during which time no person was informed of his whereabouts. While In police 
custody for this period he was constantly beaten, threatened with shooting, 
handcuffed and punched, shown photographs of dead people, hooded and wire 
placed round his fingers with threats of electrocution, had guns cocked at his 
head, threatened with knifing, hung from a ceiling by a rope around his neck 
which eventually broke before he choked. 

Because of this treatment Peter 
Hands attempted suicide while in 
Police custody. He eventually agreed 
to sign a statement admitting to the 
murder of a policeman — he did this 
to stop being tortured. He was 
released without any charges being 
preferred. 

In May of this year Peter Hands was 
Invited to attend the World Assembly 
of Builders of Peace in Warsaw to 
give ev idence in support of 
N.I.C.R.A.'s allegation against the 
British Government of violation of 
human rights In Northern Ireland. 

Shortly before Peter left for 
Warsaw, Belfast police arrested a 
man and charged him with giving 

P e t e r H a n d s false Information about two murders. 

I N E W R Y I 

M i n i s t e r a p p o i n t s C l u b s e l e c t i o n 
c a n d i d a t e t o A r e a H e a l t h B o a r c 

Alan Wadforth, Republican Clubs, 
The Workers' Party candidate in the 
local Government elections In Newry, 
has recently been appointed to the 
Southern Area Health and Social 
Services Board. He was appointed by 
the Minister for Health and Social 
Services, Lord Melchett, after being 
nominated by the Community 
Organisations of Northern Ireland 
(C.O.N.I.). C.O.N.I. were allowed to 
nominate twelve people from the 
whole of their membership for seats 
on the Area Boards in the six counties. 

A l a n , w h o r u n s t h e C l u b s ' A d v i c e 
C e n t r e i n N e w r y , i s v e r y a c t i v e i n t h e 
C o m m u n i t y f i e l d ; h e i s s e c r e t a r y o f h i s 
l o c a l A s s o c i a t i o n a n d t h e N e w r y a n d 
D i s t r i c t C o n f e d e r a t i o n o f C o m m u n i t y 
G r o u p s a n d w a s r e c e n t l y e l e c t e d o n t o t h e 
C . O . N . I . E x e c u t i v e . A l t h o u g h o b v i o u s l y 
p l e a s e d w i t h h i s a p p o i n t m e n t h e r e m a i n s 
t o t a l l y o p p o s e d t o t h e p r e s e n t s y s t e m o f 
a p p o i n t m e n t s w h i c h n e g a t e s d e m o c r a c y . 

T h e r e a r e f o u r A r e a B o a r d s i n t h e s i x 
c o u n t i e s a n d 3 0 % o f t h e i r m e m b e r s h i p i s 
t a k e n b y D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l s a n d t h e 
r e m a i n i n g 7 0 % i s a p p o i n t e d b y t h e 
M i n i s t e r r e s p o n s i b l e . A l t h o u g h i t i s a n 
e n c o u r a g i n g s i g n t h a t t h e T r a d e U n i o n 
a n d C o m m u n i t y M o v e m e n t w e r e a s k e d t o 
n o m i n a t e m e m b e r s , I t i s m e r e l y 
s c r a t c h i n g t h e s u r f a c e a s t h e 
a p p o i n t m e n t s a r e l e f t t o t a l l y t o t h e 
d i s c r e t i o n o f t h e M i n i s t e r . I n i t s l o c a l 
G o v e r n m e n t M a n i f e s t o , T h e W o r k e r s ' 
P a r t y c a l l e d f o r t h e o p e n i n g u p a n d 
d e m o c r a t i s a t i o n o f t h e A r e a B o a r d s . B y 
g i v i n g t h e T r a d e U n i o n a n d C o m m u n i t y 
M o v e m e n t s t h e r i g h t n o t o n l y t o 
n o m i n a t e m e m b e r s b u t a p p o i n t t h e m . 
A f t e r t h e r e o r g a n i s a t i o n o f L o c a l 
G o v e r n m e n t i n t h e s i x c o u n t i e s a t h r e e -
t i e r s y s t e m w a s s e t u p . T h e t o p t i e r w a s 
t h e l o c a l P a r l i a m e n t ( S t o r m o n t ) , t h e ' 
m i d d l e t i e r b e i n g t h e A r e a B o a r d s a n d t h e 

b o t t o m t i e r t h e D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l s . 
T h e t o p t i e r h a s b e e n r e m o v e d a n d 

r e p l a c e d b y d i r e c t r u l e f r o m W e s t m i n s t e r , 
t h i s h a s t h e e f f e c t o f l e a v i n g o n e M i n i s t e r 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e s t r u c t u r e a n d r u n n i n g 
o f t h e A r e a B o a r d s . T o m a k e m a t t e r s 
w o r s e t h e p r e s e n t M i n i s t e r , L o r d 
M e l c h e t t , w a s r i o t e v e n e l e c t e d h i m s e l f , 
b e i n g a m e m b e r o f t h e a r i s t o c r a c y h e w a s 
o b v i o u s l y b o r n t o r u l e ! . T h e m i d d l e t i e r 
( A r e a B o a r d s ) a r e a l s o t o t a l l y a b s e n t o f 
t r u e d e m o c r a t i c r e p r e s e n t a t i o n b e c a u s e 
n o n e o f i t s m e m b e r s r e p r e s e n t s a n y p a r t y 
o r b o d y , o n l y t h e i r o w n p o i n t s o f v i e w . 
T h i s i s t h e c a s e o f b o t h C o u n c i l l o r s a n d 
a p p o i n t e d m e m b e r s , a l t h o u g h A l a n 
W a d f o r t h w a s n o m i n a t e d b y C O . N . I . h e 
d o e s n o t r e p r e s e n t t h e m o n t h e B o a r d . 
E x a c t l y t h e s a m e s i t u a t i o n a p p l i e s t o 
C o u n c i l l o r s w h o r e p r e s e n t n e i t h e r t h e i r 
C o u n c i l n o r t h e i r p o l i t i c a l p a r t y a n d i n f a c t 
a r e n o t e v e n o b l i g e d t o r e p o r t w h a t 
b u s i n e s s w a s d i s c u s s e d . T h i s t h e n l e a v e s 
t h e t w e n t y - s i x D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l s a s t h e 
o n l y f o r u m o f e l e c t e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s i n 
t h e s i x c o u n t i e s . *" 

T h e B r i t i s h G o v e r n m e n t c o n t i n u e s t o 
m a k e r e p e a t e d c a l l s f o r a n e n d t o v i o l e n c e 
a n d a r e t u r n t o d e m o c r a t i c r u l e . W h e n i t i s 
a b u n d a n t l y c l e a r t h a t a m a j o r o b s t a c l e i n 
t h e w a y o f e n d i n g v i o l e n c e i s t h e l a c k o f 
d e m o c r a c y , I n s t e a d o f r e t u r n i n g 
d e m o c r a c y t o N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d b y 
b r i n g i n g i n a n e f f e c t i v e B i l l o f R i g h t s a n d 
i m p l e m e n t i n g d e v o l v e d g o v e r n m e n t , t h e y 
s t r e n g t h e n t h e i r d i c t a t o r s h i p b y r e f u s i n g 
t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s t h e l e g i t i m a t e r i g h t o f 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n i n G o v e r n m e n t . T h e 
d e m o c r a t i s a t i o n o f A r e a B o a r d s i s a n 
e s s e n t i a l f i r s t s t e p i n t h e " r e t u r n t o 
n o r m a l i t y " i n t h e 6 c o u n t i e s a n d t h e 
p e o p l e t h r o u g h w o r k i n g - c l a s s 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s m u s t b e g i v e n t h e 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o r a i s e l e g i t i m a t e g r i e v a n c e s 
a n d s t r u g g l e f o r t h e i r r i g h t s w i t h i n t h e 
d e m o c r a t i c p r o c e s s e s . 

A memorial to the memory of Colman Rowntree and Martin MacAiinden 
was unveiled last month on the third anniversary of their deaths. Over 1,000 
people marched to the local cemetery to commemorate the anniversary and 
the oration was given by Cathai Goulding of Sinn Fein The Workers' Party Ard 
Comhairle. 

A Belfast Court heard that this man 
was paid £5 by the police for giving 
them false information which led to 
Peter Hand's arrest and subsequent 
torture almost a year previously, for 
the murder of a policeman. 

The information was, of course, 
false and the authorities, by arresting 
and charging their informant, have 
declared Peter Hands to be 
completely innocent. 

However, Peter Hands will not be 
going anywhere to tell of his torture 
experience for quite some time if the 
British Government has its way. He 
was arrested once again at 7 a.m. on 
August 2 and held for two days under 
the Emergency Laws. He was then 
brought to court and charged with 
being in possession of a revolver and 
with IRA membership. 

These charges are obviously 
trumped up to ensure that Peter 
Hands is locked up for a long time to 

stop his effective work In- ei^posing 
that torture still continues in 
Northern Ireland. Peter Is again being 
subjected to brutality and threats 
similar to those made to him during 
his 7 days detention last year. 

Under the present laws Peter 
Hands could be remanded for up to 18 
months before he comes to trial 
where his charges could well be 
dismissed. 
• As we go to press we are 
informed that British Labour M.P. 
Arthur Latham Is to raise the case of 
Peter Hands with Prime Minister 
James Callaghan. On the night of 
August 30 Radio Moscow's London 
correspondent gave full international 
coverage to this further attempt by 
the 'Security Forces' in Northern 
Ireland to discourage Individuals from 
making full use of international 
channels for exposure of their 
repressive practices. 
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Makarios: 
Future of Cyprus now uncertain 

The recent death of Archbishop 
Makarios, President of the Republic 
of Cyprus has focussed attention 
once again on this troubled 
Mediterranean island whose history 
and political problems bear such a 
striking similarity to those of Ireland. 

Makarios had totally dominated 
political life In Cyprus for the past 20 
years and his sudden death has 
robbed its people of a capable leader 
who was determined to resist foreign 
aggression, preserve the island's 
independence and restore the 
territorial unity of the Cypriot state. 

C y p r u s h a s s u f f e r e d f r o m f o r e i g n 
i n t e r f e r e n c e fo r a l m o s t a s l o n g a s I r e l a n d . F r o m 
1571 to 1878 it w a s par t of t h e O t t o m a n 
( T u r k i s h ) E m p i r e . In 1878 it w a s l e a s e d to 
Br i ta in by T u r k e y a n d in 1914 B r i t a i n a n n e x e d 
the i s l a n d w h e n T u r k e y e n t e r e d t h e F i rs t W o r l d 
W a r o n t h e s i d e of t h e G e r m a n s . In 1923 T u r k e y 
r e l i n q u i s h e d al l r i g h t s to C y p r u s u n d e r the 
T r e a t y of L a u s a n n e . In 1955 a f t e r a c o n s t a n t but 
u n s u c c e s s f u l s t r u g g l e to w i n f r e e d o m by 
p e a c e f u l m e a n s , t h e p e o p l e of C y p r u s t o o k up 
a r m s a g i n s t the c o l o n i a l p o w e r . M a n y of t h o s e 
e n g a g e d in t h e s t r u g g l e c h e r i s h e d t h e idea of 
E n o s i s — u n i o n w i t h G r e e c e , b u t o t h e r 
r e c o g n i s e d tha t t h i s w a s not a rea l is t ic 
p r o p o s i t i o n . 

A s h a p p e n e d in I re land in the e a r l y par t of 
th is c e n t u r y w h e n B r i t a i n p l a y e d t h e ' o r a n g e 
c a r d ' , t h e t h e n B r i t i s h F o r e i g n S e c r e t a r y H a r o l d 
M c M i l l a n , f i n d i n g h i s G o v e r n m e n t in 
d i f f i cu l t ies in C y p r u s , p l a y e d t h e T u r k i s h c a r d . 
T h e T u r k i s h G o v e r n m e n t , d e s p i t e the f a c t that 
t h e y h a d s h o w n no i n t e r e s t in d e v e l o p m e n t s In 
C y p r u s a n d d e s p i t e the i r o b l i g a t i o n s u n d e r the 
T r e a t y of L a u s a n n e to k e e p o u t of C y p r i o t 
a f f a i r s . I n t e r v e n e d a n d b e g a n to w h i p up the 
f e a r s of t h e T u r k i s h m i n o r i t y , w h i c h a m o u n t e d 
to a b o u t 1 8 % of t h e p o p u l a t i o n . 

T h e mi l i t a ry s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t the B r i t i s h 
c o n t i n u e d fo r f o u r y e a r s w h i l e t h e T u r k i s h 
G o v e r n m e n t a d v o c a t e d e i ther the par t i t ion of 
C y p r u s or t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n of B r i t i s h ru le . In 
1959, t h e B r i t i s h , f a c i n g the p r o s p e c t of mi l i ta ry 
d e f e a t , c o n v e n e d a c o n f e r e n c e in Z u r i c h , 
w h i c h w a s a t t e n d e d by G r e e c e , T u r k e y a n d 
B r i t a i n . T h e c o n f e r e n c e i m p o s e d a s o l u t i o n on 
the C y p r i o t p e o p l e . C y p r u s w a s to b e c o m e 
i n d e p e n d e n t in A u g u s t 1960, b u t par t of the 
i s land w a s to b e c o m e a B r i t i s h s o v e r e i g n b a s e 
a n d a n u m b e r of G r e e k a n d T u r k i s h t r o o p s 
w e r e a l s o to b e s t a t i o n e d o n t h e i s l a n d . 

T h e n e w C y p r i o t C o n s t i t u t i o n , w h i c h w a s 
a c c e p t e d by t h e C y p r i o t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s on ly 
b e c a u s e the a l t e r n a t i v e w o u l d h a v e b e e n t h e 
c o n t i n u e d d e n i a l of i n d e p e n d e n c e , c o n t i n u e d 
b l o o d s h e d a n d p o s s i b l y the f o r c e d par t i t ion of 
C y p r u s , d i v i d e d t h e p e o p l e in to t w o 
c o m m u n i t i e s b a s e d o n e t h n i c or ig in ( G r e e k a n d 

T u r k i s h ) , a n d e s t a b l i s h e d i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e d 
p o w e r s h a r i n g . T h e P r e s i d e n t w a s to be a 
G r e e k C y p r i o t , ( M a k a r i o s w a s du ly e l e c t e d ) , 
a n d the V i c e P r e s i d e n t w a s to b e a T u r k i s h 
C y p r i o t , w h o w o u l d h a v e p o w e r o f v e t o o v e r ail 
l e g i s l a t i o n . T h r e e of t h e ten G o v e r n m e n t 
M i n i s t e r s h a d to b e T u r k i s h C y p r i o t s . 3 0 % of 
the s e a t s in P a r l i a m e n t . 3 0 % of t h e p l a c e s in 
the c iv i l s e r v i c e a n d 4 0 % of the m e m b e r s h i p of 
the p o l i c e f o r c e w o u l d al l be r e s e r v e d for 
T u r k i s h C y p r i o t s , 

I nev i tab ly — a n d th is m u s t s u r e l y b e a l e s s o n 
for a l l t h o s e w h o a d v o c a t e a s y s t e m o n 
s e c t a r i a n p o w e r s h a r i n g in N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d — 
the s y s t e m b r o k e d o w n . I n s t e a d of b r i n g i n g t h e 
t w o c o m m u n i t i e s n e a r e r , the s y s t e m w o r k e d 
to k e e p t h e m a p a r t , i n t e r - c o m m u n a l f i g h t i n g 
b r o k e o u t in 1963 a n d t h e C y p r i o t G o v e r n m e n t 
a s k e d t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s to i n t e r v e n e to 
r e s t o r e p e a c e . F o r e l e v e n y e a r s t h e U . N . t r o o p s 
m a n a g e d to p r e s e r v e a n u n e a s y p e a c e , d e s p i t e 
o c c a s i o n a l i n t e r - c o m m u n a l f l a r e - u p s , a n d 
C y p r u s r e m a i n e d u n i t e d , d e m o c r a t i c a n d n o n -
a l i g n e d . 

O n J u l y 15th 1974, a g r o u p of G r e e k O f f i c e r s 
of the C y p r i o t N a t i o n a l G u a r d , t o g e t h e r w i t h 
m e m b e r s of the e x t r e m e r ight w i n g E O K A B 
te r ror is t g r o u p , a n d w i t h the u n d o u b t e d 
b a c k i n g of the C I A , s t a g e d a c o u p a g a i n s t 
M a k a r i o s . T h e c o u p p r e c i p i t a t e d a s e r i e s of 
e v e n t s w h i c h led to a T u r k i s h i n v a s i o n of t h e 
i s l a n d o n J u l y 20th a n d to t h e c o l l a p s e , t h r e e 
d a y s la ter , of t h e f a s c i s t M i l i t a ry J u n t a in 
A t h e n s . M a k a r i o s , h a v i n g n a r r o w l y s u r v i v e d a n 
a t t e m p t o n h is l i fe , w a s f o r c e d to f l ee t h e 
c o u n t r y . 

T h e T u r k s i n v a d e d a n d o c c u p i e d the 
N o r t h e r n par t of t h e i s l a n d u n d e r t h e p r e t e x t of 
r e s t o r i n g t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n a l o r d e r w h i c h h a d 
b e e n u s u r p e d by t h e c o u p a n d to p r o t e c t t h e 
T u r k i s h C y p r i o t m i n o r i t y . B u t t h e r e s e e m s little 
d o u b t t h a t t h e c o u p a n d t h e i n v a s i o n w e r e t w i n 
e l e m e n t s of a s i n g l e s t r a t e g y p l a n n e d a n d 
i m p l e m e n t e d by A m e r i c a n i n t e l l i g e n c e a n d 
r e a c t i o n a r y f o r c e s in N A T O . D e s p i t e the rapid 
c o l l a p s e of t h e C y p r i o t c o u p , the T u r k i s h f o r c e s 
r e m a i n e d a n d n o w o c c u p y 4 0 % of C y p r i o t 
terr i tory a n d c o n t r o l o v e r 7 0 % of C y p r i o t 
na tu ra l r e s o u r c e s . 

In t h e m o n t h s f o l l o w i n g the i n v a s i o n , 
200,000 i n h a b i t a n t s - a b o u t 5 0 % of t h e to ta l 
G r e e k C y p r i o t p o p u l a t i o n ~ w e r e e x p e l l e d 
f r o m the i r h o m e s in the o c c u p i e d a r e a a n d n o w 
l ive u n d e r a p p a l l i n g c o n d i t i o n s a s r e f u g e e s in 
the S o u t h e r n part of the i s l a n d . O v e r 5,000 
G r e e k C y p r i o t s w e r e k i l l e d a n d a f u r t h e r 2,000 
r e m a i n u n a c c o u n t e d fo r a n d m u s t b e p r e s u m e d 
to h a v e b e e n m u r d e r e d a l s o . T h e T u r k i s h 
G o v e r n m e n t h a s n o w e s t a b l i s h e d a p u p p e t 
" T u r k i s h C y p r i o t F e d e r a l S t a t e " in t h e o c c u p i e d 
a r e a a n d is b r i n g i n g T u r k i s h p l a n t e r s f r o m t h e 
m a i n l a n d in a n a t t e m p t to u p s e t the 
d e m o g r a p h i c b a l a n c e of the i s l a n d . 

P r e s i d e n t M a k a r i o s r e t u r n e d to h i s h o m e l a n d 
in D e c e m b e r 1974 a n d s a i d in h is h o m e c o m i n g 
s p e e c h " G r e a t w o u l d b e m y p l e a s u r e a n d 

s a t i s f a c t i o n if m y r e t u r n w i l l be i n s t r u m e n t a l 
for b r i n g i n g p e a c e for t h e G r e e k s a n d T u r k s of 
C y p r u s " . M a k a r i o s s p e n t t h e l a s t t w o y e a r s of 
his life w o r k i n g for p e a c e a n d r e c o n c i l i a t i o n 
b e t w e e n t h e t w o c o m m u n i t i e s a n d r e s i s t i n g 
T u r k i s h a t t e m p t s to p a r t i t i o n the i s l a n d . H is 
a t t e m p t s d id n o t m e e t w i t h a n y g r e a t s u c c e s s 
a n d t h e p o s i t i o n of t h e T u r k i s h G o v e r n m e n t 
r e m a i n s e n t r e n c h e d . 

In the a f t e r m a t h of the d e a t h of M a k a r i o s , 
the p e o p l e of C y p r u s w i l l f a c e a pe r iod of 
d a n g e r a n d u n c e r t a i n t y . M a k a r i o s had the 
s u p p o r t of all t h e d e m o c r a t i c f o r c e s in C y p r u s 
i n c l u d i n g t h e A K E L ( C o m m u n i s t ) a n d S o c i a l i s t 
P a r t i e s . It is l ike ly tha t t h e s e f o r c e s w i l l t ry to 
f ind a n a g r e e d c a n d i d a t e to o p p o s e a p r o b a b l e 
r ight w i n g c a n d i d a t e in t h e e l e c t i o n to p i c k a 
s u c c e s s o r to t h e la te P r e s i d e n t w h i c h w i l l b e 
held ear ly n e x t y e a r . It .w i l l h o w e v e r b e 
d i f f icu l t , if n o t i m p o s s i b l e to f ind a n o t h e r 
M a k a r i o s a n d a n y o b v i o u s d i s p l a y of 
s i g n i f i c a n t d i s u n i t y is l ike ly to e n c o u r a g e 
fu r ther T u r k i s h a g g r e s s i o n . G r e e k C y p r i o t s in a r e f u g e e c a m p . 

C h i l e a n s i n I r e l a n c 
In Chile in September 1973 the democrat ical ly elected government of Saivadore Allende was 

overthrown and replaced by a mi l i tary junta under the leadership of G e n e r a l Pinochet. 
Of the 350,000 refugees, one hundred and 

twenty or so arr ived in Ire land and live in 
various parts of the country but main ly in 
G a l w a y and in Shannon with the remainder 
settled in Dublin and Walerford. 

In Shannon, for example, there are nine 
families consisting of adults and some thirty 
c h i l d r e n . Wi th r e g a r d s to p r e v i o u s 
occupations they are a diverse group of 
people. They include a f isherman, a sanitary 
inspector, a secretary to a senator, a 
policeman, a factory manager and a student. 
Many of the children attend the local 
comprehensive school and some of them are 
active in sports especially soccer and boxing. 

On their a r r i v a l in Ire land the refugees 
were confronted with many problems. As 
refugees they were very insecure people, 
having had to leave their homes, families, 
friends, relations and their country in search 
of safety in an alien land. They had seen 
friends and relatives kil led during the coup 
and at least four of them had been tortured in 
(Chilean concentration camps. These factors, 
coupled with the inability of most of them to 
speak E n g l i s h , should have resulted in the 
I r i s h G o v e r n m e n t a p p r o a c h i n g the i r 
p r o b l e m s wi th s y m p a t h y a n d more 
importantly, with a definite strategy as 
regards their ass imilat ion into Ir i sh society. 

Unlorlunately this has not been the case 
with the Government adapting a "policy" 
which can only be described as ill-conceived. 
The extent of the Government's active 
involvement was that it housed the refugees 
in local authority houses and flats at an initial 
low rent, however, no attempt was made to 
either provide E n g l i s h language classes or 
help the Chi leans gain employment in areas 

V i e t N a m a c k n o w l e d g e s I r i s h p r o t e s 
The International Affairs Bureau 

of Sinn Fein The Workers* Party has 
sent a Protest Note to the President 
of the United States, Mr. Jimmy 
Carter, calling on his Government to 
carry out its obligation towards Viet 
Nam as provided for by Article 21 of 
the Paris Agreement. 

Copies of the Protest note were 
forwarded by the International 
Affairs Bureau to the Government of 
the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam in 
Hanoi and was carried by the 
Vietnamese News Agency in Hanoi. 
And on August 14th the Protest Note 
was published, in full in Nhan Danm 

the main dally newspaper in Viet 
Nam and was broadcast over the 
Voice of Viet Nam Radio. 

The text of the Protest Note reads: 
" T h e f u t u r e of peace and progress 

in Asia and in the world depends on 
the honest committment of 
Governments to implement a l l 
Treaties negotiated in the pursuit of 
lasting peace and justice. 

" T o that end S i n n F e i n T h e 
Workers' Party calls on the 
A m e r i c a n Government, to begin 
f o r t h w i t h the implementation of 
A r t i c l e 21 of the Paris Agreement; 
w h i c h reads: 'and contribute to the 

h e a l i n g of the wounds of war and to 
post-war reconstruction in the 
D R V N and throughout I n d o c h i n a ' . 

" T h e US Government under its 
then President N i x o n agreed on 
F e b r u a r y 1, 1973 that i t would 
contribute to the post war 
reconstruction of N o r t h V i e t N a m a n 
amount of 3 . 2 5 b i l l i o n dollars g r a n t 
a i d in 5 years. 

" S i n n F e i n T h e Workers' Party 
calls on the A m e r i c a n Government 
to meet the legitimate demands of 
the Vietnamese people and to 
announce that A r t i c l e 21 w i l l be 
observed in f u l l " . 

I N T E R N A T I O N A L N E W S L E T T E R 

in which they had previous work experience. 
Instead they were trained as welders by AnCo 
despite the fact that they were not 
)art icularly interested in welding and would 
lave at least preferred the chance to gain 

employment in a job with which they had 
irevious experience and which would have 
essened to a certain extent their sense of 

insecurity. 
It is therefore not surpris ing that most of 

the Chileans are unemployed and their future 
job prospects are certainly not bright! 

Also there are areas in which the civi l 
liberties of the Chileans have been infringed, 
for example two refugees who sought 
employment were given same on condition 
that they would not join a trade union, which 
however they did and were subsequently 
dismissed. In another disgraceful case a 
Chilean was denied a job because of 
objections from a local trade union branch on 
the basis that he wasn't I r i s h ! 

At the present time their main concern is 
the 2,500 persons who have been arrested in 
Chile in the last two years and whose present, 
whereabouts are unknown despite continuous 
representations to the Junta on their behalf. 
The ultimate a i m of the Chileans is, of course, 
that they would be able to return to a free and 
democratic Chile in the near future. This end. 
they were not impressed when Pinochet 
stated recently that democracy would not 
return to Chile until 1984. 

In the meantime international soHdarityTs 
continuing on a mass ive scale s imi lar to that 
which was displayed with the Spanish 
Republic forty years ago. In Ire land the dozen 
or so solidarity committees a r e planning 
various activities for September when the 
fourth anniversary of the coup will occur. 
There are plans to establish an Ir i sh 
Committee for H u m a n Rights in Chile which 
would deal specifically with the human rights 
question and would hopefully co-operate in 
this area with the U .N . H U M A N R I G H T S 
Committee and Amnesty International. This 
new committee i.s expected to hold its first 
public meeting this month. 

As regards the problems of the Chileans in 
Ireland it is hoped that the present 
governiaienl will be more effective in its. 
policy toward.s the refugees than its 
predecessor . M i c h a e l O ' K e n n e d y , the 
Minister for Foreign .Affairs, appeared-on a 
public platform in Dublin two years ago in the 
company of Madame Allende. the widow of 
the murdered Chi lean president. On that 
occasion he was loud in his condemnation of 
the Pinochet regime and expressed his 
support for the international solidarity 
movement. 

In the coming months he will have many 
opportunities to do so again especially when 
the U .N . G e n e r a l -Assembly meets in 
September. On the home front he can help by 
granting visas to more refugees to enable 
them to come to Ire land and also by a 
complete reassessment of the refugee 
problem here. He will learn quite a lot about 
the mistakes of the past from the refugees 
themselves. 
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MEAN FOMHAIR 
APART F R O M T H E S E PROPOSALS FOR T H E EXPANSION OF 
BUS BUILDING IN D U B L I N , MENTION MUST B E MADE O F 
T H E C O N S I D E R A B L E E M P L O Y M E N T WHICH W I L L B E 
C R E A T E D IN INDUSTRIES IN I R E L A N D WHICH S U P P L Y 
M A T E R I A L S TO BUS BUILDING. IN ADDITION VAN HOOL 
M c A R D L E L I M I T E D INTEND TO E N T E R T H E S P E C I A L I S E D 
INDUSTRIAL V E H I C L E F I E L D WITH M A N U F A C T U R E OF 
ROAD F R E I G H T UNITS, SUCH AS C E M E N T T A N K E R S , E T C . , 
IN WHICH F I E L D VAN HOOL HAVE HAD ENORMOUS 
S U C C E S S IN R E C E N T Y E A R S , AND WHICH A R E 
P R E S E N T L Y I M P O R T E D INTO THIS COUNTRY. T H E 
B E N E F I T S IN T H E S E A R E A S FROM T H E L I N K WITH 
McARDLE*S CONTAINER MANUFACTURE A R E OBVIOUS 
AND A R E I N T E N D E D TO L E A D TO F U R T H E R EXPANSION 
IN THIS F I E L D . 

—Statement f r o m V a n H o o l 
M c A r d l e to M e e t i n g with 
U n i o n s on 25th F e b . 1972. 

T h e C L E . b u s a s s e m b l y p l a n t i s n o w j u s t o n e m o r e v i c t i m o f c h a o t i c p r i v a t e 
e n t e r p r i s e . T h e f u t u r e e m p l o y m e n t p r o s p e c t s f o r t h e 2 5 0 e m p l o y e e s o f V a n 
H o o l M c A r d l e i n t h e I n c h i c o r e a s s e m b l y w o r k s a r e a n y t h i n g b u t b r i g h t . 
R e c e n t l y t h e c o m p a n y a n n o u n c e d t h e r e s i g n a t i o n s o f M r . L i a m D u n n e , a 
f o r m e r c h i e f m e c h a n i c a l e n g i n e e r w i t h C L E . W h i l e e a r l i e r i n t h e m o n t h o f 
A u g u s t t h e t h r e e n o m i n e e d i r e c t o r s o f t h e D u n d a l k b a s e d f i r m o f T h o m a s 
M c A r d l e r e s i g n e d a m i d s p e c u l a t i o n t h a t t h e I n c h i c o r e p l a n t w a s l i k e l y t o c l o s e 
d o w n . 

I n l a t e M a r c h , C L E . i n f o r m e d t h e 
V a n H o o l m a n a g e m e n t t h a t n o 
f u r t h e r o r d e r s f o r b u s e s w o u l d b e 
p l a c e d o n t h e e x p i r y o f t h e p r e s e n t 
o r d e r s i n 1 9 7 8 . A v a r i e t y o f r e a s o n s 
h a v e b e e n g i v e n f o r t h i s d e c i s i o n b y 
C L E . s u c h a s p r o d u c t i o n d e l a y s a n d 
u n c o m p e t i t i v e p r i c i n g , b u t a n 
e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e c o m p a n i e s 
p e r f o r m a n c e s i n c e i t s e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
i n 1 9 7 3 s h o w s t h e h u g e g a p b e t w e e n 
t h e r e a l i t y t o d a y a n d t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t p r o m i s e d w h e n p r i v a t e 
e n t e r p r i s e t o o k o v e r . 

N e w a r r a n g e m e n t s 
I n F e b r u a r y 1 9 7 2 , V a n H o o l m e t 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e t r a d e u n i o n s 
i n t h e S p a R o a d w o r k s . T h e y p o i n t e d 
o u t i n t h e i r p r o p o s a l s f o r 
e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e n e w c o m p a n y t h a t , 
" i f t h e i n d u s t r y a t S p a R o a d d o e s n o t 
i n c r e a s e i n s i z e , i t i s i n e v i t a b l e t h a t 
t h e c o s t o f b u s e s f r o m S p a R o a d 
w o u l d b e c o m e g r e a t e r b y 
c o m p a r i s o n w i t h b u s e s w h i c h w i l l b e 
b u i l t b y m a s s p r o d u c t i o n m e t h o d s i n 
B r i t a i n a n d E u r o p e . 

" E v e n t u a l l y , t h e p r i c e c o m p a r i s o n 
w o u l d f o r c e a c h a n g e . I t m i g h t b e 
p o s s i b l e t o s t a l l o f f a c h a n g e f o r 
s o m e y e a r s b u t e v e n t u a l l y , f r e e 
t r a d e w o u l d o p e r a t e . There i s every 
likelihood that the building 
operations in Spa Road would grind 
to a halt within a number of years 
unless some ent ire ly new 
arrangements were made." 

I t w a s d i f f i c u l t t h e n t o a r g u e w i t h 
s u c h r e l e n t l e s s l o g i c a n d i s e v e n 
m o r e d i f f i c u l t t o d o s o n o w i n o u r 
p r e s e n t e c o n o m i c c i r c u m s t a n c e s . 
H o w e v e r , t h e ' n e w a r r a n g e m e n t s ' 
p r o p o s e d w e r e s i m p l y t o m e a n a 
r e t u r n o f a p u b l i c e n t e r p r i s e t o t h e 
c o n t r o l o f p r i v a t e c a p i t a l i s t s w i t h a 
p r e s e n t o f £792,000 o f p u b l i c m o n e y 
f r o m t h e I . D . A . a n d a g u a r a n t e e d 
m a r k e t f o r t h e i r b u s e s i n t h e p u b l i c 
t r a n s p o r t s e r v i c e a t f u r t h e r e x p e n s e 
t o t h e t a x p a y e r . W i t h s u c h 
a s s i s t a n c e f r o m t h e I r i s h p u b l i c h o w 
c o u l d t h e y f a i l t o s u c c e e d ? 

E x p o r t o u t l e t s 
A m o d e r n c o a c h b u i l d i n g i n d u s t r y 

c a n h a r d l y d e v e l o p b y d e p e n d i n g 
t o t a l l y o n t h e l i m i t e d m a r k e t 
p o t e n t i a l i n t h i s c o u n t r y , s o 
c o n s e q u e n t l y e x p o r t o u t l e t s a r e 
v i t a l . V a n H o o l M c A r d l e p r o p o s e d t o 
s e l l c o a c h e s i n B r i t a i n a n d p o i n t e d 
o u t h o w V a n H o o l w e r e a l r e a d y 
s e l l i n g i n t o t h e B r i t i s h m a r k e t f r o m 
B e l g i u m i n s p i t e o f a 2 2 1 / 2 % t a r i f f . 
T h e y a l s o a s s u r e d a l l c o n c e r n e d t h a t 
t h e y w e r e n o t i n t e r e s t e d i n g o i n g 
i n t o t h e b u s i n e s s i n D u b l i n o n t h e 
b a s i s o f d o i n g o n l y C L E . o r I r i s h 
b u s i n e s s . T h e o t h e r g r e a t p r o m i s e 
w a s " t h a t t h e p r e s e n t i n d u s t r y a t 
S p a R o a d c a n b e d e v e l o p e d a n d 
e x p a n d e d r a p i d l y i n t o a m u c h b i g g e r 

a n d m o r e e c o n o m i c u n i t , e m p l o y i n g 
m o r e m e n o n a p e r m a n e n t b a s i s " . I n 
r e a l i t y o f c o u r s e , t h e n u m b e r 
e m p l o y e d h a s b e e n c o n s t a n t l y i n 
d e c l i n e a n d t h e e x p o r t o r d e r s h a v e 
b e e n f e w . 

I n c e n t i v e s 
T h e f i n a l d e c e p t i o n i n r e t u r n f o r 

t h e " i n c e n t i v e s o f f e r e d b y t h e I r i s h 
g o v e r n m e n t t o V a n H o o l , t h e g r a n t s 
o n i n i t i a l c a p i t a l i n v e s t m e n t a n d t a x 
c o n c e s s i o n s o n p r o f i t s e a r n e d f r o m 
e x p o r t " w a s t h a t S p a R o a d w o u l d b e 
l e a s e d f r o m C L E . o n l y f o r a s h o r t 
p e r i o d . T h e g r e a t d e s i g n p r o m i s e d 
l a r g e c a p i t a l e x p e n d i t u r e , " t h e 
i n t r o d u c t i o n o f n e w , u p - t o - d a t e b u s 
b u i l d i n g t e c h n o l o g y a n d m e t h o d s , 
r e - t r a i n i n g a n d r e - o r g a n i s a t i o n a n d 
p r o p o s e d t o c o n s t r u c t a n e w p l a n t i n 
D u b l i n , p r o b a b l y b e f o r e 1 9 7 5 a n d t o 
i n v o l v e c a p i t a l e x p e n d i t u r e o f n o t 
l e s s t h a n £3.5m. 

I t i s e a s y t o b e c y n i c a l a b o u t s u c h 
g r a n d i o s e p r o p o s a l s i n r e t r o s p e c t 
b u t a l l t h e s u g g e s t i o n s i n v o l v e d a r e 
e s s e n t i a l l y r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r 
s u r v i v a l . T h e n e e d s a r e o b v i o u s a n d 
t h e i n t e n t i o n s , o u t l i n e d b y t h e 
c o m p a n y , m a k e s o u n d b u s i n e s s 
s e n s e . O n l y t h e m o t i v a t i o n i s 
m i s s i n g . T h e m a j o r p r e o c c u p a t i o n 
o f a c o m p a n y s u c h a s V a n H o o l m u s t 
b e i n t h e p a r e n t f a c t o r y w h e r e t h e i r 
m a j o r i n v e s t m e n t h a s a l r e a d y b e e n 
m a d e . I n t h e e c o n o m i c c l i m a t e o f 
t h e p a s t f e w y e a r s t h e i r 
c o m m i t m e n t t o o u r e c o n o m i c 
d e v e l o p m e n t w a s n o t t h e r e f o r e a 
h i g h p r i o r i t y . 

W e a k l i n k 
I n s o m e c i r c u m s t a n c e s i t c a n b e 

a r g u e d t h a t l a b o u r p r o d u c t i v i t y i s 
l o w i n t h i s c o u n t r y b e c a u s e o f 
o u t d a t e d p r a c t i c e s o f d e m a r c a t i o n 
a n d s t a t u s g r a d i n g . N o s u c h o b s t a c l e 
w a s p l a c e d i n t h e w a y o f t h i s 
c o m p a n y a n d a u n i q u e 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e a g r e e m e n t w a s 
c o n c l u d e d w i t h t h e s u p p o r t o f s u c h 
u n i o n s a s A . T . G . W . U . , N . U . & M . W . , 
A . G . E . & M . O . U . , A . U . E . W . , a n d t h e 
I . T . & G . W . U . 

T h i s a g r e e m e n t i n v o l v e d s u c h 
c o n t i n e n t a l w o r k i n g s y s t e m s a s 
V e r t i c a l I n t e g r a t i o n , w h e r e w o r k 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y r e s e r v e d f o r s k i l l e d 
w o r k e r s w o u l d b e u n d e r t a k e n b y 
s u i t a b l y t r a i n e d s e m i - s k i l l e d 
w o r k e r s . F u l l i n t e r c h a n g i n g o f 
e m p l o y e e s b e t w e e n j o b s i n t h e p l a n t 
t o o k p l a c e f r e e l y a t t h e d i s c r e t i o n o f 
m a n a g e m e n t s o t h a t t h e y c o u l d b e 
d e p l o y e d i n t h e m o s t e c o n o m i c a n d 
e f f i c i e n t m a n n e r a s p r o d u c t i o n 
r e q u i r e d . J o b e v a l u a t i o n w a s 
a c c e p t e d a s w a s a c o m p l e x 
p r o c e d u r e f o r n e g o t i a t i o n s o f 
d i s p u t e s w h i c h v i r t u a l l y e l i m i n a t e d 
l o s s e s d u e t o i n d u s t r i a l d i s p u t e s . 

T h i s e n t e r p r i s e h a d o u r c a p i t a l , 

l a b o u r c o - o p e r a t i o n a n d 
• g o v e r n m e n t s u p p o r t . T h e o n l y 
o b v i o u s w e a k l i n k t h e r e f o r e i s t h e 
m a n a g e m e n t . T h e l e s s o n s m u s t n o w 
b e o b v i o u s t o t h e w o r k e r s o f V a n 
H o o l M c A r d l e a n d t o t h e t r a d e u n i o n 
m o v e m e n t i f n o t t o a g o v e r n m e n t 
b l i n d e d b y p r i v a t e e n t e r p r i s e 
p r e j u d i c e . O u r e c o n o m i c f u t u r e 
c a n n o t b e e n t r u s t e d t o p r i v a t e 
p r o f i t e e r s o r t h e m a n a g e m e n t o f o u r 
g r o w t h i n d u s t r i e s b e l e f t t o 
i n c o m p e t e n t b u n g l e r s . T h e o n l y 
f u t u r e f o r t h e e m p l o y e e s o f t h i s 
c o m p a n y l i e s i n t h e f u l l 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h e ' 1 9 7 2 
p r o m i s e s ' b y V a n H o o l M c A r d l e , o r 
i f n o t b y a r e v i t a l i s e d p u b l i c s e c t o r 
e n t e r p r i s e w i t h i n t h e j u r i s d i c t i o n o f 
C o r a s l o m p a i r E i r e a n n . 

C I E w o r k s 
I n t h e I n c h i c o r e R a i l w a y w o r k s 

t h e s a m e p r o s p e c t i s f a c i n g m a n y 
e n g i n e e r i n g w o r k e r s . T h e d e ­
n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n l o b b y i n t h e b o a r d 
r o o m o f C L E . i s i n t e n t u p o n m a k i n g 
a n o t h e r p r e s e n t t o t h e m u l t i - n a t i o n a l , 
s e c t o r . T h i s t i m e a G e r m a n 
C o m p a n y o f L i n k a - H o f m a n a n d 
B u s c h a r e p r o p o s i n g " t o c o n s t r u c t 
r o l l e r s t o c k a t t h e I n c h i c o r e W o r k s . " 
I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e t h a t t h i s 

p a r t i c u l a r c o m p a n y i s a w h o l l y 
o w n e d s u b s i d i a r y o f S a b z g i t t e r ' A t . , 
t h e 1 9 t h l a r g e s t W e s t G e r m a n y 
c o m p a n y , S t a t e O w n e d , e m p l o y i n g 
5 7 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e a n d h a s s a l e s o f £1,100 
m i l l i o n . 

T h e f u t u r e 
W e m i g h t a l s o b e a w a r e t h a t i n 

t h i s s e c t o r o f t h e G e r m a n e c o n o m y 
( c o a l a n d s t e e l ) t h e s u p e r v i s i n g 
b o a r d s — o u r B o a r d s o f D i r e c t o r s — 
a r e m a d e u p o f 5 0 % w o r k e r 
d i r e c t o r s . 

I t m u s t b e o b v i o u s t o a l l t h a t 
p r i v a t e e n t e r p r i s e h a s n o 
p a r t i c u l a r m a g i c f o r m u l a f o r 
s u c c e s s a n d i n t h e c a s e o f t h i s 
c o u n t r y h a s a p r o v e n r e c o r d o f 
f a i l u r e . T h e o n l y f u t u r e f o r u s i s t o 
a c c e p t t h e V a n H o o l v i e w i n 1 9 7 2 t h a t 
o u r i n d u s t r y " w o u l d g r i n d t o a h a l t 
w i t h i n a n u m b e r o f y e a r s u n l e s s 
s o m e e n t i r e l y n e w a r r a n g e m e n t s 
w e r e m a d e . " C a n w e e x p e c t a 
G e r m a n p u b l i c s e c t o r c o m p a n y t o 
p r o v i d e a p a n a c e a f o r o u r p u b l i c 
s e c t o r ' s i l l s ? 

N o w i s c l e a r l y t h e t i m e f o r o u r 
' n e w a r r a n g e m e n t ' w h i c h m u s t 
r e m a i n u n d e r o u r p u b l i c c o n t r o l a n d 
b e i m p l e m e n t e d i n o u r p u b l i c 
i n t e r e s t . 

# A n e l e m e n t of f a r c e b e h i n d th is w e l l k n o w n s l o g a n . 

CIE 

1 ^ A m e e t i n g o f 3 4 s h o p s t e w a r d s I n t h e C L E . I n c h i c o r e 
\ W o r k s s e n t a s t a t e m e n t o f t h e i r v i e w s t o t h e S e c r e t a r y o f t h e 
M C L E . G r o u p o f U n i o n s . T h e s e a r e s o m e o f t h e p o i n t s t h e y 
^ m a d e : 

W e a r e o p p o s e d t o t h e s u g g e s t i o n t h a t a G e r m a n f i r m , o r a n y o t h e r 
f o r e i g n p r o f i t m a k i n g f i r m s h o u l d t a k e o v e r p o r t i o n o f I n c h i c o r e 
W o r k s . 
C a r r i a g e s a n d R o l l i n g S t o c k h a v e b e e n b u i l t i n t h e p a s t b y C L E . i n 
I n c h i c o r e , a n d t h e w o r k s c o m p l e x c a n p r o v i d e t h e n e c e s s a r y s p a c e , 
w o r k f o r c e a n d m a n a g e m e n t , p r o v i d e d C L E . S e n i o r M a n a g e m e n t 
h a v e t h e w i l l t o d o t h e j o b t h a t i s r e q u i r e d . 

W e h a v e s e e n t h e B u s - b u i l d i n g s e c t i o n o f C L E . a t S p a R o a d , b e e n 
g i v e n o v e r t o a p r i v a t e C o m p a n y , w h o w i t h t h e s a m e w o r k e r s a n d 
m a n a g e m e n t , a r e n o w b u i l d i n g B u s e s f o r e x p o r t a n d p r o d u c i n g a 
p r o f i t , f o r a m a i n l y f o r e i g n b a s e d f i r m . W e c a n n o t s e e a j u s t i f i c a t i o n 
f o r h a n d i n g o v e r a S t a t e o w n e d i n d u s t r y t o f o r e i g n e r s f o r t o g i v e 
t h e m a p r o f i t w h i c h s h o u l d b e o f f s e t t i n g t h e r u n n i n g c o s t o f C L E . 
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N a t i o n a l ^ o o A ^ S e r v i c e 
• • a seventh M a n ; Migrant Workers in E u r o p e i l . ] 3 
• And Nelson on his P i l l a r , by Bolger and Shaw £1.60 
• A History of Quebec, by Leandre Bergeron 7 5 p 

• An E c o n o m i c History of Ire land, by L . M . Cullen 13 .30 
• Bri t i sh Imperial ism'in Ire land , by E . Burns 55p 
• Bri t i sh Working Clas s Movements and E u r o p e , by H . Weissner 18.35 
• Capi ta l i sm and After (by George Thomson) : ^ 67p 
• Connolly and Ir i sh F r e e d o m , by Schul ler 27p 
• Dan Breen: My Fight for Ir i sh Freedom 11-00 
• Divided Ulster , by L . de Paor 50p 
• Dubl in: A C i t y i n C r i s i s 13.50 
• G o t o Work: Lef tAl ternat ive 32p 
O G o l a — L a s t D a y s of an Is land Community 70p 
• Our Cake and Coal Blocks , by E a m o n n M a c T h o m a i s 14.20 
• HandsOff Dubl in! b y D . K e l l y a n d P , L a n g a n 11.50 
• Ireland and Ir i shmen in the A m e r i c a n W a r of Independence 12.00 
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• Ire land in the Eighteenth Century, by M . Johnstone £1,75 
• Ire land in the 20th Century, by J . Murphy £1.45 
• Ire land Since the F a m i n e , by F . Lyons 17 .50 
• Ire land in World C o m m e r c e , by C. Hultman 50p 
• Ire land and Ir i shmen in the Amer ican Revolution 12.20 
• Ire land, Bri ta in and G e r m a n y 1870-1914, by F . Pr i l l 17.00 
• Labour in Ir ish History, by J a m e s Connolly 37p 
• Labour in Ir ish Polit ics , by A. Mitchell 13,95 
• L e n i n : On the National and Colonial Revolutions 12p 
• L i a m Mellowes and the I r i s h Revolution, by C . D . G r e a v e s 14.25 
• Libert ies of Dublin by E l g y Gil lespie 11.75 

• M a r x In His Own Words ( E d . E r n e s t F i s c h e r ) 67p 
• M a r x & E n g e l s : Selected Works in ] Vol 11.75 
L M a r x & E n g e l s : Selected Works in 3 Vols £5.00 
• M a r x : The Grundrisse 11.50 
• M a r x ' E n g e l s : On Ire land 11.75 
• Modernisation of I r i s h Society 1848-1918, by R . Lee £1.75 
• No P a s a r a i i ! Story o f t h e l r i s h volunteers in the Spanish Civi l W a r Tip 
• Portugal's W a r in Afr i ca , by R . F i r s t 27p 
• Re levance of J a m e s Connolly Today, by George G i l m o r e I2p 
• Revolutionary Underground: The Story of the I R B 1858-1924 17.50 
• Revolution in Guine, by A m i l c a r C a b r a l 11.35 
• Return to Source, by A m i l c a r C a b r a l 11.50 
• Red Star over China , by E d g a r Snow , 11.00 
• Revolutionary E u r o p e , by George Rude 60p 
• Science in China 80p 
• G r a m s c i : Let ters from Prison and Conference Papers 12.00 
• The Connolly Walker Controversy 32p 
• T h e C o u r s e o f Ir i sh histoPy, E d Martin & Moody 12.25 
D T h e G u i n e a P i g s . b y J . M c G u f f i n 50p 
• The Ir ish Civ i l Service , by S. Dooney 13.75 
• The Ir ish Economy, A S T M S 40p 
3 The Ir ish Worker, by R . D e e n y 11 .60 

• The Republ ican Congress, by G . Gi lmore 30p 
D The Revolutionaries , by S. Cronin 4 2 p 
• The Story of Ir ish Labour , by J . McDonnell 37p 
• The Ir i sh Song Tradit ion, by Sean O'Boyle 12.00 
• The Green F l a g : The Most Distressful Country, by Robert Kee 12.25 
• T h e G r e e n F l a g : The Bold Fen ian Men, by Robert K e e 12.25 
• T h e G r e e n F l a g : Ourse lves Alone by Robert K e e £2.25 
• T b e C I A and theCult of Intelligence, b y M a r c h e t t i f i M a r k s 12.00 
n The Seven Sisters: The Grea t Oil Companies , by Anthony Sampson 11.20 
• The Red Paper on Scotland, by E d . Gordon Brown 12.00 
• The Taiping Revolution 40p 
• The Peoples D e m o c r a c y , by Paul Arthur , 12,00 
• The Struggle of the Unempioyed'in Belfast, October 1932 2 0 p 
• The Ir ish Cr is i s 22p 
• Women Under Social ism by August Bebel 13.00 
n Women and E m p l o y m e n t in Ireland 11 ,25 

All above prices include postage for Ireland and Bri ta in only. 

Cheques and F . O . s should be made payable to P . Yeates . 
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Enclosed is P . O . value £ 

Send orders to the United Ir i shman Office, 30 G a r d i n e r P lace , Dublin 1 

North's workers face 
up to Concannon 
The attempt by Mr. Don 

Concannon, Britain's Deputy 
Secretary of State in the North, to 
Impose a 10% limit on all pay rises 
must be firmly resisted both by the 
Trade Unions and by every 
progressive political group. 

Mr. Concannon has threatened to 
impose sanctions on any firm which 
grants a pay rise in excess of 10%. 
He particularly instructed James 
Mackie & Sons Ltd. not to pay the 

increases which the workers there 
had obtained by free collective 
bargaining. 

Mr. Terry Cariin, Northern 
Ireland Office of I . C . T . U . led the 
attack on Mr, Concannon. He 
claimed that the Government were 
trying to impose an agreement 
which they had not managed to 
achieve with the British T.U.C. He 
pointed out that recent figures 
showed that increases in earnings 

Co. A n t r i m basalt rock 
deposits can help N.I. 
unemployment problem 
There are very extensive deposits of Basalt Rock In this country, in Co. Antrim. 

Numerous commercial applications have been firmly established for Basalt 
Rock. In Germany building stone, lining material and industrial flooring are 
among the uses that have been found for cast-basalt. The use of basalt-fibre — 
made from basalt rock — is being developed extensively in the Soviet Union. 
Several large plants for fibre output are being built, according to the official 
NovostI Press Agency. 

B a s a l t f i b r e s a r e s a i d t o h a v e e x c e l l e n t 
t h e r m a l a n d s o u n d i n s u l a t i n g p r o p e r t i e s , 
h i g h c h e m i c a l r e s i s t a n c e a n d t e x t i l e 
s t r e n g t h , a n d t o b e i n e x p e n s i v e s i n c e t h e y 
a r e m a d e f r o m w i d e s p r e a d , n a t u r a l l y 
o c c u r r i n g r o c k s 

T h e m a i n u s e o f b a s a l t r o c k , w i t h o u t a 
l a r g e i n v e s t m e n t b e i n g m a d e , c a n b e a s a 
c o n s t r u c t i o n m a t e r i a l . O n a s l i g h t l y l o n g e r 
t e r m — n e c e s s a r y i n o r d e r t o c o n s t r u c t 
s p e c i a l f a c t o r i e s — m a n y o t h e r m a t e r i a l s 
c a n b e p r o d u c e d . T h e p o s s i b i l i t i e s r a n g e 
f r o m h i g h - q u a l i t y p a p e r t o t h e s o r t o f 
d u r a b l e , l i g h t - w e i g h t f u r n i t u r e n o w b e i n g 
m a d e f r o m b a s a l t i n a f a c t o r y I n K i e v , 
U S S R . 

O n l y e l e c t r i c p o w e r — n o w a t e r — i s 
r e q u i r e d t o m e l t t h e r o c k s f o r f i b r e 
p r o d u c t i o n . T h e p r o c e s s e s I n v o l v e d a r e 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y c l e a n s i n c e , i t i s s a i d , 
n a t u r e c o m p l e t e d t h e d e g a s s i n g o f t h e s e 
r o c k s m i H l o n s o f y e a r s a g o ! 

A l l b a s a l t s c a n b e d r a w n I n t o s t a p l e 
f i b r e . G l a s s f i b r e s n o w h a v e a w i d e u s e i n 
w o v e n t e x t i l e s . I n n o n - w o v e n o v e r l a y 
m a t s , i n p a p e r - m a k i n g a n d i n r e i n f o r c e d 
p l a s t i c s . 

u s e o f g l a s s i n t y r e s ; F i r e s t o n e h a v e 
i n t r o d u c e d a m u c h c h e a p e r g l a s s - b e l t e d 
r a d i a l t y r e . G o o d y e a r a r e s t a r t i n g t o t u r n 
o u t a s o l i d f i b r e - g l a s s r i n g I n t h e s h a p e o f 
a t y r e w h i c h f i t s i n s i d e a s t a n d a r d t y r e . 
T h i s d e v e l o p m e n t w i l l d o a w a y w i t h t h e 
s p a r e w h e e l a n d r u n s s o s m o o t h l y a f t e r a 
b l o w - o u t t h a t a s p e c i a l " t h u m p " p r i n c i p l e 
h a s t o b e i n c o r p o r a t e d t o t h a t t h e d r i v e r 
w i l l k n o w t h a t t h e r e h a s b e e n a b l o w o u t . 

T h e m o s t i n t e r e s t i n g a p p l i c a t i o n o f 
g l a s s f i b r e i n b u i l d i n g i s i n t h e 
r e i n f o r c e m e n t o f p l a s t i c s , p t o d u c i n g f o r 
t h e a r c h i t e c t a n d d e s i g n e r a w h o l e n e w 
g r o u p o f m a t e r i a l s w i t h p r o p e r t i e s n e v e r 
b e f o r e a v a i l a b l e t o g e t h e r . T h e m a i n 
a d v a n t a g e o f f i b r e - r e i n f o r c e d p l a s t i c s a r e : 
h i g h s t r e n g t h t o w e i g h t r a t i o , a n y 
r e q u i r e d d e g r e e o f t r a n s l u c e n c y , a l m o s t 
u n l i m i t e d f r e e d o m o f s h a p e , f i r e 
r e s i s t a n c e a n d a w i d e r a n g e o f e a s i l y 
m a i n t a i n e d c o l o u r s a n d f i n i s h e s . 

T h e l i g h t n e s s a n d s t r e n g t h o f t h e s e 
m a t e r i a l s m e a n s t h a t l a r g e p r e - f a b r i c a t e d 
u n i t s m o u l d e d f r o m f i b r e - r e i n f o r c e d 
p l a s t i c a r e s t i l l l i g h t e n o u g h t o b e e a s i l y 
h a n d l e d . I t c a n d o m u c h t o s p e e d 

C a r p a s s e n g e r s w i l l b e n e f i t f r o m the i n v e n t i o n by G o o d y e a r of a n e w t y p e of s a f e t y tyre 
m a n u f a c t u r e d f r o m a B a s a l t b a s e . 

T h e o p e r a t i o n o f a G e r m a n f a c t o r y 
w h i c h p r o d u c e s f i b r e f r o m b a s a l t s 
d e s c r i b e d a s f o l l o w s : t h e u n i t I s f e d w i t h 
b a s a l t c h i p s w h i c h m e l t a t a b o u t 1 , 4 0 0 ' ^ C . 
T h e m e l t i s t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o f i b r e s b y 
b l a s ' t d r a w i n g , u s i n g a n o z z l e m a d e o f 
p a l l a d i u m - r h o d i u m . 

T h e c o s t o f p r o d u c t i o n i n U S A v a l u e i s 
$ 1 . 8 3 c . p e r 1 0 0 L B S . T h e p r i c e o f g l a s s 
f i b r e s i n U S A , I n 1 9 7 4 , w a s 5 0 d o l l a r s p e r 
1 0 0 L B S — i t i s a p a y i n g p r o p o s i t i o n . 

G l a s s c a n b e u s e d m u c h m o r e 
e x t e n s i v e l y t h a n i s t h e c a s e a t p r e s e n t . 
T a l l s t r u c t u r e s i n c i t i e s , w h e r e s i t e v a l u e s 
a r e c o n s t a n t l y r i s i n g , c r e a t e s p r o b l e m s 
w i t h n a t u r a l l i g h t . T r a n s l u c e n t h o l l o w 
g l a s s b l o c k s a l l o w l i g h t t o b e e v e n l y 
d i s t r i b u t e d t o t h e r o o m s b e y o n d . I n U S A 
s t r u c t u r e s o f u p t o 9 0 % g l a s s i n s u r f a c e 
a r e a s a r e n o t u n c o m m o n . 

T h e F o r d m o t o r c o m p a n y I s t h e f o u r t h 
l a r g e s t m a n u f a c t u r e r o f g l a s s i n U S A , T h e 
t y r e c o m p a n i e s h a v e a l s o d e v e l o p e d t h e 

c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d s p e e d c o s t s , T h e 
s i m p l e s t f i b r e - r e i n f o r c e d p l a s t i c l a m i n a t e 
u s e s c h o p p e d s t r a n d s o f r a n d o m l y 
d e p o s i t e d g l a s s f i b r e s t o r e i n f o r c e 
p o l y e s t e r r e s i n . O n a w e i g h t f o r w e i g h t 
b a s i s t h i s m a t e r i a l h a s a b o u t t w i c e t h e 
t e x t i l e s t r e n g t h o f s t r u c t u r a l s t e e l , a n d 
c a n w i t h s t a n d f o u r t i m e s t h e c o m p r e s s i v e 
l e a d . B y i n c r e a s i n g t h e a m o u n t o f g l a s s 
f i b r e a n d b y u s i n g p r e s s u r e m o u l d i n g , 
p l a s t i c s c a n b e m a d e t h a t p r o v i d e a s 
m u c h a s 1 4 t i m e s t h e t e x t i l e s t r e n g t h o f 
t h e e q u i v a l e n t w e i g h t o f s t e e l . 

T h e r e i s o b v i o u s l y t h e n a w i d e r a n g e o f 
m a t e r i a l s i n c o m m e r c i a l u s e w h i c h c a n b e 
d e v e l o p e d f r o m B a s a l t . A n y s e r i o u s 
a t t e m p t t o t a c k l e u n e m p l o y m e n t i n t h e 6 
c o u n t i e s m u s t p r o v i d e f o r t h e * 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e r e s o u r c e s o f r a w 
m a t e r i a l w h i c h a r e a v a i l a b l e . 

B u t w e h a v e y e t t o s e e a n y p l a n s f r o m 
M r . M a s o n f o r t h e u s e o f t h e d e p o s i t s o f 
b a s a l t r o c k s o w i d e l y a v a i l a b l e i n C o . 
A n t r i m . 

were not keeping pace with 
increases in prices. 

Counciiior Jim Sullivan of the 
Republican Clubs drew attention to 
the fact that average wage rates in 
Northern Ireland were lower than in 
Britain, that unemployment was 
about twice as high and that they 
also had the highest consumer 
prices. 

Whatever about a 10% limit in 
Great Britain there is obviously no 
case for it in Northern Ireland. The 
unions have quite a long way to go 

yet to gain parity of rates with 
Britain. Figures issued two years 
ago showed that the average family 
income in Britain as a whole was £54 
p.w. whereas in Northern Ireland it 
was £44 per week. The equivalent 
figure for south east England was 
actually £61 per week. 

James Mackie's was never known 
to be overgenerous with its workers 
and their rates of pay. Even with the 
new increases they will still be 
behind the British Engineering 
industry. Trade Union solidarity can 
force Concannon to change his mind. 



8 MEAN FOMHAIR 

The building industry buiids houses, shops, factories, dams and power-
stations. It buiids bridges, quays, hospitals, schools, churches and cathedrals. 
When any one of these jobs reaches completion — in the distant past or in the 
present day — those who built it finish up sacked. What is it like to work on a 
building site? It is said on building sites that when the masons carved the 
demons who ornament the gargoyles of Notre Dame Cathedral they chose as 
their models foremen who had been in charge of the Notre Dame Cathedral 
when it was a building site! Any building worker will say that nothing has 
changed in the industry except that it is perhaps more vicious today. 

I r e m e m b e r i n 1 9 5 1 s e e i n g a m a n b e c a u s e t h e y a r e w i l l i n g t o w o r k a l l 
i n h i s f o r t i e s , w h o h a d s t a r t e d a t 8 . 3 0 
f o r M c l n e r n e y ' s b e i n g s a c k e d a t 10 
p . m . H e h a d a b r a n d n e w s h o v e l 
w h i c h h e h a d b r o u g h t t o t h e s i t e t h a t 
m o r n i n g a n d h e b a t t e r e d i t i n t o 
p i e c e s o n a n o l d s t o n e - w a l l a t t h e 
g a t e w a y t o t h e s i t e — t a k i n g o u t h i s 
r a g e o n t h e o n e p i e c e o f t h e b u i l d i n g 
i n d u s t r y t h a t h e o w n e d . H e s a w m e 
l o o k i n g a t h i m a n d h e s a i d — o u t o f 
b r e a t h f r o m h i s e x e r t i o n s : " I ' m 
g o i n g t o E n g l a n d " . H e d i d n o t n e e d 
t o s a y a n y m o r e . T h e M c l n e r n e y ' s 
w e n t o n t o b e c o m e m i l l i o n a i r e s ; I 
n e v e r s a w t h e m a n a g a i n . 

T h e b u i l d i n g i n d u s t r y i s I r e l a n d ' s 
s e c o n d l a r g e s t i n d u s t r y ( a g r i c u l t u r e 
i s t h e l a r g e s t ) . B u i l d i n g h a s , b y f a r , 
t h e h i g h e s t n u m b e r u n e m p l o y e d . I t 
i s a n i n d u s t r y w h i c h i s l a r g e l y I r i s h 
o w n e d a n d h a s a v e r y l a r g e n u m b e r 
o f s m a l l f i r m s ( 1 9 e m p l o y e d a n d 
l e s s ) w h i c h a m o u n t t o t w o t h i r d s o f 
t h e r e g i s t e r e d s m a l l f i r m s o f t h a t 
s i z e i n I r e l a n d . 

T h e i n d u s t r y i s d i v i d e d i n t o s k i l l e d 
a n d u n s k i l l e d s e c t i o n s b u t n o - o n e i s 
r e a l l y u n s k i l l e d . T h e t r a d i t i o n a l 
c r a f t s k i l l s o f t h e b u i l d i n g i n d u s t r y 
a r e w e l l k n o w n — b r i c k l a y e r s , 
p l a s t e r e r s , c a r p e n t e r s , p l u m b e r s 
a n d e l e c t r i c i a n s . G e n e r a l w o r k e r s 
p r o d u c e a l l t h e j o b s c l a s s e d a s s e m i ­
s k i l l e d — p i p e - l a y i n g , d r i v i n g 
d u m p e r s , c r a n e s , d i g g e r s , 
b u l l d o z e r s , j a c k h a m m e r s a n d s o o n . 
A l l t h e s e j o b s a r e p a i d a t a p l u s -
p a y m e n t o n t h e g e n e r a l w o r k e r s 
r a t e o f p a y . T h e c r a f t - r a t e i s a 
s e p a r a t e r a t e . 

T h e r e i s a b i g d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n 
w h a t y o u a r e e n t i t l e d t o g e t i n t h e 
w a y o f w a g e s a n d c o n d i t i o n s a n d 
w h a t y o u d o g e t ; n o s i t e w i t h o u t a 
u n i o n i s a c i v i l i s e d p l a c e t o w o r k . 

S o m e t i m e s p e o p l e g e t a j o b i n t h e 
b u i l d i n g b y s e e i n g a j o b i n t h e p a p e r 
b u t v e r y o f t e n s o m e o n e y o u k n o w 
b r i n g s y o u a l o n g t o t h e s i t e a n d y o u 
g e t a j o b . I f y o u a r e g o i n g t o g e t 
s a c k e d e a r l y o n i n t h a t j o b — a 
f r e q u e n t h a p p e n i n g i n t h e i n d u s t r y 
— t h e n o n l y t h e s t r e n g t h o f t h e u n i o n 
o n t h a t p a r t i c u l a r s i t e e n s u r e s t h a t 
t h e r u l e s a r e s t r i c t l y a p p l i e d . Y o u 
a r e s u p p o s e d t o g e t t w o h o u r s n o t i c e 
o n a F r i d a y a t a n y t i m e d u r i n g t h e 
f i r s t 13 w e e k s o f e m p l o y m e n t ; a f t e r 
t h a t t h e p e r i o d o f n o t i c e i s a b i t 
l o n g e r . 

S o m e f i r m s s t i l l m a k e a l a b o u r e r 
s u p p l y h i s o w n s h o v e l ; o n l y w h e r e 
t h e u n i o n i s s t r o n g i s i t p o s s i b l e t o d o 
a w a y w i t h t h i s . I t i s t h e s a m e w i t h 
g e t t i n g a f i r m t o s u p p l y W e l l i n g t o n s 
f o r w o r k i n g i n b a d u n d e r f o o t 
c o n d i t i o n s a n d o i l s k i n s — o n l y t h e 
u n i o n c a n m a k e t h e m d o i t . I n m o s t 
c a s e s y o u s u p p l y y o u r o w n o r d o 
w i t h o u t . H e a v y i n d u s t r i a l r u b b e r 
g l o v e s i n c e r t a i n c o n d i t i o n s a r e a 
n e c e s s i t y b u t 9 0 % o f b u i l d e r s w o n ' t 
s u p p l y t h e m . 

' T h e L u m p ' i s a m o s t v i c i o u s 
s y s t e m . S o m e p e o p l e w o r k i t 

h o u r s t o m a k e u p f a i r l y g o o d m o n e y . 
I n t h e g e n e r a l p a r t o f t h e i n d u s t r y 
w e a r e m o r e v i c t i m s o f t h e s y s t e m 
t h a n t h e c r a f t p a r t o f t h e i n d u s t r y . 
Y o u ' l l s e e p e o p l e s t a r t i n g a t 6 . 3 0 
a . m . a n d w o r k i n g u n t i l 7 p . m . I t 
m i g h t b e a m a n — a b r i c k i e o r a 
p l a s t e r e r — a n d a l a b o u r e r , w h o ' d 
b e f r i e n d s t r a v e l l i n g a r o u n d t h e s i t e s 
a n d w o r k i n g t o g e t h e r t r y i n g t o m a k e 
a f e w b o b . 

S o m e t i m e s t h e p l a s t e r e r o r 
b r i c k i e o n t h e l u m p p a y t h e l a b o u r e r 
t h e f l a t r a t e , n o t h i n g m o r e . 
S o m e t i m e s t h e b u i l d e r p a y s t h e 
l a b o u r e r a n d y o u c a n b e t t h a t h e i s 
s t o p p i n g i t o u t o f t h e l u m p e r s 
c h e q u e . Y o u d o n ' t k n o w h o w m u c h 
h e i s s t o p p i n g f o r y o u a n d i f i t i s 
m o r e t h a n y o u a r e g e t t i n g . T h i s 
a p p l i e s m o s t l y t o p l a s t e r e r s a n d 
b r i c k i e s ; c a r p e n t e r s d o a l o t o f w o r k 
o n t h e l u m p b u t t h e y m o s t l y d o t h e i r 
o w n l a b o u r i n g . 

T h e r e a r e d i f f e r e n t s o r t s o f 
l u m p e r s ; t h e r e i s t h e w o r k i n g 
l u m p e r a n d t h e r e i s t h e l u m p e r w h o 
l e t s o u t w o r k t o w o r k i n g l i m p e r s f o r 
w h a t h e c a n g e t t h e m t o d o t h e w o r k 
f o r — a s l i t t l e a s p o s s i b l e . I t i s t h e 
n o n - w o r k i n g s o r t o f l u m p e r w h o 
m a d e a l o t o f m o n e y i n t h e b u i l d i n g 
i n d u s t r y i n B r i t a i n a n d t h e n c a m e 
h o m e h e r e a n d b o u g h t b i g p u b s ; a l o t 
o f t h e b i g p u b s a r e o w n e d b y t h e m . I 
w o n d e r h o w m a n y r i c h m e n t h e y l e f t 
b e h i n d t h e m a n d h o w m a n y d e a d 
m e n ? H e r e t h i s s o r t o f m a n v e r y 
o f t e n b e c o m e s a s m a l l b u i l d e r — 
p u t t i n g u p a f e w h o u s e s — a n d v e r y 
o f t e n g o i n g b r o k e , o r h e b u y s a p u b . 

I f y o u a r e w o r k i n g f o r s o m e o n e o n 
t h e l u m p n o r u l e s a p p l y ; i t i s a l l a 
m a t t e r o f l u c k a n d i t d e p e n d s o n h o w 
g r e e d y t h e l u m p e r i s . W h e n h e i s 
t h e r e y o u h a v e t o b e t h e r e n o m a t t e r 
w h a t t h e h o u r s ; i f h e p a y s y o u t h e 
f l a t r a t e f o r a l l t h e h o u r s t h a t ' s a l l 
y o u ' l l g e t . I f h e w o r k s o u t i n t h e 
r a i n a n d t h e s n o w t h e n y o u m u s t 
w o r k o u t i n t h e r a i n a n d t h e s n o w ; i f 
h e k n o c k s — o f f b e c a u s e o f t h e 
w e a t h e r h e g i v e s y o u n o t h i n g . 

W h e n t h e b u i l d e r p a y s y o u h i m s e l f 
y o u a r e n o t i n a m u c h b e t t e r p o s i t i o n 
b e c a u s e t h e l u m p e r w i l l b e g i v i n g 
t h e g e n e r a l f o r e m a n b a c k h a n d e r s 
a n d t h e l u m p e r s w o r d w i l l b e l a w o n 
t h e s i t e . T h e r e i s n o r m a l l y a g a n g e r 
o r f o r e m a n o v e r t h e l a b o u r e r s a n d 
h e i s t h e m a n w i t h " t h e s h o u t " . 
W h e n t h e l u m p e r i s t o t h e f o r e o n a 
s i t e o n l y t h e l u m p e r h a s " t h e s h o u t " 
— i f h e s a y s y o u a r e t o b e s a c k e d 
t h e n y o u w i l l b e s a c k e d . 

T h e y d o n ' t l i k e t o e m p l o y y o u f o r a 
l o n g t i m e i n t h e b u i l d i n g i n d u s t r y . 
T h e y t h i n k i t m a k e s y o u c h e e k y a n d 
y o u ' d s t a r t l o o k i n g f o r m o r e m o n e y , 
b e t t e r c o n d i t i o n s a n d t h i n g s . T h e r e ' s 
a s i t e u p t h e r o a d n o w h a s s t a r t e d a 
l o t o f m e n i n t h e l a s t f e w w e e k s ; 
m o s t o f t h e m w i l l b e g o n e b y 
C h r i s t m a s . 

I ' v e b e e n a s t e w a r d f o r a n u m b e r 

''The sooner the job is 
finished the sooner you 're 
sacked"—X building 
worker looks at his industry 
o f y e a r s a n d I t r y t o g e t b e t t e r 
c o n d i t i o n s . I t s s u r p r i s i n g h o w a l l t h e 
b u i l d e r s s a y t h e s a m e t h i n g t o y o u 
w h e n y o u g o i n t o t h e o f f i c e l o o k i n g 
f o r s o m e t h i n g . " A d r y i n g s h e d , " 
h e ' d s a y , " h o w d i d t h e y g e t o n 
w i t h o u t t h e m i n t h e p a s t " . Y o u ' d s a y 
t h a t y o u a r e t a l k i n g a b o u t t h e 
p r e s e n t d a y a n d h e w o u l d n ' t s e e a n y 
n e e d f o r a c h a n g e . M e n a l w a y s g e t 
w e t i n t h e b u i l d i n g . E v e n o n a d r y 
d a y y o u ' r e w o r k i n g d o w n i n a 
c u t t i n g a n d y o u ' r e r u b b i n g a g a i n s t 
t h e w e t s i d e s o f t h e c u t t i n g . I w a s i n 
a c u t t i n g l a s t w e e k a n d i f t h e p u m p 
s t o p p e d f o r h a l f a n h o u r t h e r e w a s a 
f o o t o f w a t e r i n t h e c u t t i n g . Y o u r f e e t 
s w e a t i n t h e W e l l i n g t o n s a n d w h e n 
t h e r e i s o n l y o n e h u t f o r e v e r y t h i n g i f 
y o u t a k e y o u r b o o t s o f f a t d i n n e r t i m e 
t o d r y y o u r s o c k s n a t u r a l l y t h e r e i s a 
s m e l l ! 

Y o u ' d c o m e o u t o f a d a m p c u t t i n g 
w i t h y o u r c l o t h e s d a m p f r o m 
r u b b i n g a g a i n s t t h e s i d e s a n d y o u 
h a v e t o t h r o w t h e m i n a n o l d h u t 
w i t h o u t h e a t w h e n y o u a r e g o i n g 
h o m e — m a y b e y o u w e r e w o r k i n g 
o u t i n t h e r a i n . I n t h e m o r n i n g y o u ' d 
h a v e t o p u t o n y o u r w e t w o r k i n g 
c l o t h e s a g a i n a n d g o o u t t o w o r k . A 
d r y i n g s h e d i s a n e c e s s i t y a n d i t 
s h o u l d h a v e a b i t o f h e a t t o d r y y o u r 
c l o t h e s a t n i g h t . 

W h e n y o u g e t o u t a b i t f r o m t h e 
c e n t r e o f D u b l i n n o b u i l d e r p r o v i d e s 
a l a v a t o r y . I ' v e a s k e d a l o t o f 
b u i l d e r s a b o u t i t a n d t h e y a l l o p e n 
t h e i r m o u t h s i n i n n o c e n c e a n d s a y : 
" I t h o u g h t t h e m e n w e r e u s i n g t h e 
h o u s e s " . T h e y ' d k n o w a n d I ' d k n o w 
t h a t a l l t h e l a v a t o r i e s i n t h e h o u s e s 
w e r e w e l l l o c k e d u p s o t h a t t h e y 
w o u l d n o t h a v e t o b e c l e a n e d o r 
r e p a i r e d . W e a l l , a s t h e y s a y i n t h e 
b u i l d i n g , h a v e t o u s e ' M i s s 
G r e e n f i e l d s . ' 

W h o e v e r c h e c k s p l a n t o n a 
b u i l d i n g s i t e ? Y o u m i g h t g e t a m a n 
h i r i n g t w o d u m p e r s t o a b u i l d e r a n d 
a d u m p e r a l m o s t n e v e r h a s b r a k e s 
t h a t w o r k p r o p e r l y . T h e d u m p e r i s 
o f t e n u p a b o v e y o u t h r o w i n g i n 
c o n c r e t e i n t o a c u t t i n g a n d y o u ' d b e 
d o w n b e l o w s a y i n g t o y o u r s e l f : " I 
w o n d e r w h a t t h i s f e l l o w s b r a k e s a r e 
l i k e . " I t w o u l d b e t i e d u p w i t h b i t s o f 
w i r e a n d G o d k n o w s w h a t . 

I f y o u h e a r a c l e r k - o f - w o r k s 
s a y i n g t o a f o r e m a n : " P u t t h a t r i g h t 
a n d t h e n b a c k - f i l l i t " y o u k n o w t h a t 
t h e c l e r k - o f - w o r k s i s t a k i n g 

b a c k h a n d e r s . A n h o n e s t c l e r k - o f -
w o r k s w i l l w a n t t o s e e t h a t 
e v e r y t h i n g i s r i g h t b e f o r e i t i s 
b a c k f i l l e d . I t m e a n t t h a t t h e l o c a l 
a u t h o r i t i e s w i l l h a v e t o p u t t h a t b a d 
w o r k r i g h t s o m e l i m e i n t h e f u t u r e . 
I t a l s o m e a n s t h a t t h e f o r e m a n w i l l 
r u s h y o u m o r e a n d m o r e o n t h e j o b 
b e c a u s e h e k n o w s t h a t i t d o e s n o t 
m a t t e r h o w b a d l y t h e w o r k i s d o n e . 

I t i s v e r y h a r d t o o r g a n i s e t h e 
u n i o n i n t h e b u i l d i n g I n d u s t r y a n d 
y o u g e t n o t h i n g w i t h o u t i t . O n s o m e 
o f t h e b i g f i r m s w e h a v e b e e n a b l e t o 
e s t a b l i s h t h e " f i r s t o n l a s t o f f " 
p r i n c i p l e . I t m e a n s t h a t y o u c a n 
c a r r y o v e r s o m e u n i o n m e n f r o m j o b 
t o j o b a n d i t m a k e s i t a b i t e a s i e r t o 
o r g a n i s e . A f i r m m i g h t h a v e a 
n u m b e r o f s m a l l e r f i r m s a t t a c h e d t o 
i t i n a n u m b e r o f w a y s . I a s k e d o u r 
b o s s w h y a n o t h e r o f h i s f i r m s w a s 
n o t u n i o n o r g a n i s e d a n d h e s a i d ; " I 
a m n o t t h e b o s s t h e r e ; I a m o n l y a 
d i r e c t o r o f t h a t f i r m " . 

I s h o w e d s o m e o f t h e m e n o n t h a t 
f i r m m y p a y - p a c k e t a n d s a i d : " I 
h a v e t e n p o u n d s a w e e k m o r e t h a n 
y o u . W h y d o n ' t y o u j o i n t h e u n i o n " ? 
O n e s a i d : " I ' m a f r a i d " . A n o t h e r 
s a i d : " I d o n ' t w a n t t o l e t P a d d y 
d o w n " . P a d d y w a s t h e m a n w h o g o t 
h i m t h e j o b . 

O n e o f t h e a w f u l t h i n g s a b o u t t h e 
b u i l d i n g i n d u s t r y i s , y o u h a v e t o 
k e e p f r i e n d l y w i t h t h e f o r e m a n ; i f 
t h e f o r e m a n d o e s n ' t l i k e y o u t h a t i s 
t h e e n d o f y o u o n t h a t j o b , m a y b e 
w i t h t h a t f i r m . E v e n w i t h e v e r y t h i n g 
" a l l r i g h t " , i f y o u g e t s i x m o n t h s 
w i t h a b u i l d i n g f i r m y o u a r e d o i n g 
w e l l . 

T h e w o r s t t h i n g i s w o r k i n g f o r a 
s m a l l f i r m — t h e y h a v e n o m o n e y , 
n o p l a n t — n o t h i n g . T h e y w a n t y o u t o 
w o r k o n o n e p l a n k a n d b e h a v e l i k e a 
t i g h t - r o p e w a l k e r . T h e y w a n t a 
m a n w h o c a n d o e v e r y s o r t o f w o r k 
a n d y o u c a n ' t g e t m o n e y o u t o f t h e m 
b e c a u s e t h e y d o n ' t h a v e I t . 

T h e r e i s n o s e c u r e j o b f o r a n y o n e 
i n b u i l d i n g , n o p o s s i b i l i t y o f 
e s t a b l i s h i n g d e c e n t w o r k i n g 
c o n d i t i o n s u n l e s s t h e s t a t e r u n s t h e 
i n d u s t r y i t p a y s m o s t o f t h e m o n e y 
f o r a t t h e p r e s e n t t i m e . T h e p r e s e n t 
s y s t e m i s t h a t v u l t u r e s o f a l l s o r t s 
d e s c e n d o n t h e s t a t e m o n e y a s s o o n 
a s i t a p p e a r s a n d t h e m a n a t t h e 
b o t t o m , w h o d o e s a l l t h e w o r k , g e t s 
v e r y l i t t l e o f i t . T o f o r c e t h e m t o 
t r e a t y o u a s a h u m a n b e i n g i n t h i s 
i n d u s t r y i s a n a c h i e v e m e n t . 

M o s t b u i l d i n g f i r m s do not s u p p l y p r o p e r p r o t e c t i v e c l o t h i n g fo r s i t e w o r k . 



MEAN FOMHAIR 

Aire Nua na Gaeltachta 
ar Udaras Daonfhlathach 

Ta sull agam go raibh mulnntear na Gaeltachtai ullig ag eisteacht leis an 
agallamh ar telefis idir Proinnslas Mac Aonghusa agus Donncha O Gallachoir, 
Aire Nua na Gaeltachta. Ma bhi beldh fhios achu go bhfuil an seanchath 
ceanna le throid achu agus a throideadar le Tomas O Domhnalll faoi an t-
elleamh i gcoir Udaras na Gaeltachta. 

P i c e a d G l u a i s e a c h t C e a r t a S i a b h i a l t a a r R o i n n na G a e l t a c h t a . 

F l e a d h Seachtaine 
i m B e r m i n g h a m 

# S e a n M c L o u g h l i n ar a n b h e i d h l i n a g u s S e a n 

Ba bhreagh mar d'eirigh le C R A C '77 
a d'eagraig Clann na hEireann i 
mBermingham ag deire mi Lughnasa. 
Lean an Fleadh ar feadh seachtaine. 
Sin a bhi ann — Fleadh Ceol, Rinnce, 
Amhrana iocht , Ca idreamh. Bhi 
filiocht, dramaiocht agus scannain 
ann comh malth. C R A C Mor ar 
ndoigh. 

I mease na daoine a bhi pairteach 
ann bhi Dominic Behan, scriobhnoir 
agus cumadoir amhrain; Sean 
McLoughlin, a bhuaidh Craobh na 
hEireann ar an bheidhlin; Sean 
Cannon, an tamhranai Gaelach is 
fearr sa Bhreatain; Pascal Dwyer 
(Bodhran) agus a chlann; agus The 

C a n n o n a m h r a n a i a g C r a c '77. 

Laggan , folk group thar barr o 
Glascu. 

Bhi an Banner Theatre Group ann 
agus leirigheadar drama ar Racism a 
thaithnigh go mor leis an lucht 
elsteachta. 

Bhi an aimsear go dona, farior agus 
b'eigin doibh cuile rud a eagru laistigh 
san Lozells Social and Development 
Centre. Bhi an halla plodalthe go 

"doirse go mor mhor ag an deire 
seachtaine. 

Scriobh Sean McLoughlin tri piosa 
ceol fe leith 1 gcoir an fleadh ar a thug 
se 'Crac '77'. Ta muintear Clann na 
hEireann 1 mBermingham ag caint 
cheana feln faoi C R A C 78. 

D ' f h i a f r a i g h M a c A o n g h u s a d e ' n 
t A i r e c e a r d a b h i i g c e i s t a i g e a 
d h e a n a m h f a o i U d a r a s n a 
G a e l t a c h t a a b h u n u . D u b h a i r t O 
G a l l a c h o i r g o g c a i t h f e a d h s e a n 
c e i s t a i n i u c h a d h m a r n a c h r a i b h s e 
r o - s h o i l e i r c a d d i r e a c h a b h i g c e i s t 
a g m u i n n t e a r n a G a e l t a c h t a n u a i r a 
l a b h a i r s i a d f a o i n t - U d a r a s s e o . 

D u b h a i r t s e g u r m h e a s r o i n n t 
d a o i n e g u r c o i r g o m b e a d h U d a r a s 
t o f a g o d a o n f h l a t h a c h a g u s 
c u m h a c h t a l a i g e m a r a b h i a g n a 
h U d a r a i s A i t i u l a . B h i d a o i n e e l l e 
a n n , a d u b h a i r t s e . a m h e a s g u r s o r t 
B o r d F o r b a r t h a a b h e a d h a n n 
c u r t h a a r b u n a g a n R i a l t a s i n a 
m b e a d h t e a c h t a l o n a G a e l t a c h t a i 
p a i r t e a c h . 

A n n s a n c h u i r M a c A o n g h u s a i 
g c u l m h n e d o g u r g h e a l l F i a n n a F a l l 
1 r l t h a n t o g h a c h a i n g o g c u i r f e a d h 
s i a d U d a r a s d a o n f h l a t h a c h a r b u n 1 
g c i o n n b l l a n a m h a l n t a r e l s o l f i g a 
g h l a c a d h . N l r a i b h a o n d u l a s a g a n 
t A i r e b o c h t . D ' a o n t a l g h s e g o 
g c o i m h l i o n f a d h s e a n g e a l l u i n t . 

A c h h i c l n n t e f a o i g e o . N i 
c o i m h i i o n f a i d h F i a n n a F a i l a n 
g e a l l u i n t s e o g a n t r o i d f i o c h m h a r . 
C a i t h f e a r e a g a r a g u s s n a s a c h u r a r 
G l u a i s e a c h t C e a r t a S i a b h i a l t a n a 
G a e l t a c h t a a t h u a l r . B h i a n t l a r - A i r e 
0 D o m h n a l l l a g c a i n n t a g u s a g p i e l e 
c e i s t a n U d a r a s a r f e a d h a n t e a r m a 

i n a r a i b h s e I n O l f i g . I 1 9 7 6 r i n n e s e 
i a r r a c h t s l e a m h n u a s n a g e a l l u i n t a 
t h u g s e n u a i r d u b h a i r t s e n a c h 
U d a r a s D a o n f h l a t h a c h a b h i a g 
t e a s t a l l o m u i n n t i r n a G a e l t a c h t a i 
a g u s n a c h r a i b h e i l e a m h l e n - a 
l e i t h e l d a c h a m h a i n o C h o i s 
F h a r r a i g e . 

N l d u b h a i r t s e a l e i t h e l d a i r l s . 
F h r e a g a l r m u i n n t e a r n a G a e l t a c h t a 
e l-e l e a d m h o r a r R o i n n n a 
G a e l t a c h t a . B h i t h a r t f a s e a s c a s a 
p h i c e a d a b h i e a g r a i t h e a g 
G l u a i s e a c h t C e a r t a S i b h l a l t a n a 
G a e l t a c h t a a g u s i n a r a i b h d a o i n e 
p a i r t e a c h o c h u l l e g a e l t ^ c h t s a t i r . 

B e i d h g a d h l e l e i r s i u d a l e i t h e l d 
a m a c h a n n s e o . C a i t h f e a r a c h u r 1 n a 
l u i a r a n t A i r e n u a g o b h f u i l r e n a 
g e a t s a i o c h t a t h a r t . N i g h l a c h f a i d h 
m u i n n t e a r n a G a e l t a c h t a l e U d a r a s 
a c h a m h a i n c e a n n i n a m b e a d h n a 
b a l l l u l l i g t o f a g o d a o n f h l a t h a c h . I n a 
t h e a n n t a s i n n c a i t h f i d h a n t U d a r a s 
n a c u r a i m i c e a n n a a g h l a c h a d h a g u s 
a t a f e l a t h a i r a g U d a r a i s A l t l u l a . . 
B a c h o i r g o m b e a d h c u m h a c h t a l 
p i e a n a l a a i g e a g u s c u m h a c h t a l f a o i 
c u r s a i o i d e a c h a l s a g u s f o s t a l o c h t 
c o m h m a l t h . 

N l b o r d e l l e a t a d e d h i t h a r 
m u i n n t i r n a G a e l t a c h t a a c h 
c u m h a c h t . M u n a t h u i g e a n n 
D o n n c h a 0 G a l l a c h o i r a n m e l d s i n t a 
t e l p l t h e a i r c h e a n a f e i n m a r A i r e . 

Cursai r e a t h a 

• A d r i a n G a l l a g h e r a g fa i l t iu r o i m h M i c k S t a n l e y . B i r m i n g h a m I r i sh P i p e B a n d , a s o s c a i l t C r a c '77. 

• F h a d i s a t a c h u l l e d u i n e a g 
d e a n a m h c o m h g h a i r d e a s l e T o m a s 
O F l a l c h , U a c h t a r a n C h o l a l s t e 
P h a d r a l g , M a d h N u a d h a t , a s u c h t a 
c h e a p u c h a i n m a r A r d e a s p a g A r d 
M a c h a , n i m o r c u i m h n l u g o b h f u i l 
a n t a i g h n e a s I d i r n a h u d a r a i s a g u s 
C u m a n n n a M u i n t e o i r l O l l s c o i l e 1 
g C o I a l s t e P h a d r a l g f o s a r s i u i l . 

G o i u a t h 1 m b l l a n a c u i r e a d h b e i r t 
- l e a c h t o i r i M a l a c h y O ' R o u r k e a g u s 
P . J . M c G r a t h a s a b p o s t s a 
g C o l a i s t e t o i s c g u r e i r l g s i a d a s a n 
s a g a r t a c h t . C h u i r C u m a n n n a 
M u i n t e o i r l a g u s C u m a n n n a M a c 
L e i n n g o d i a n 1 g c o l n n e a n g n i o m h 
s e o a c h n i r a i b h b o r d r i a r t h a a n 
c h o l a l s t e s a s t a f l u a n c h e i s t a p h i e 
l e o . 

I r i t h a n t - s a m r a i d h c u i r e a d h 
g l a s n u a a r s h e o m r a l P . J . M c G r a t h 
a t a m a r s c r u d a i t h e o i r s a g c o l a i s t e . 
A n o l s n l l i g f e a r i s t e a c h i n a s h e o m r a l 
e c h u n n a s c r u d a i t h e a r e a c h t a i l 
a g u s t a b a o i a n n n a c h m b e l d h n a 
M i c L e i n n i n a n n n a s c r u d a i t h e a 
d h e a n a m h c h o r r a r b i t h . B a m h a i t h 
a n m h a i s e d o n a r d e a s p a g n u a a n 
c h e i s t a r e i t e a c h m a r b a c h o m h a i r 
a g u s a n b e i r t a c h u r a r a l s i n a b p o s t . 

O n e e l l e d h o n s c e a l s e o n a c e 
g h e o b h f a i d h U c h t a r a n t a c h t a n 
c h o l a l s t e t h e i s i m e a c h t O F i a i c h . I s 
c l n n t e d e a r f a n a c h b a l l d e I . F . U . T . , 
c u m a n n n a M u i n t e o i r l O l l s c o i l e a 
g h e o b h a s a n p o s t a r a o n c h a o i . 

• Beidh Searlas Mac Eachaidh 
agus Ben Briscoe ag lorg 
bronntanas beag alrgead on stalt go 
luatb. Ta an beirt seo cbomb malth 
le deirfiur Sea na Peirse 1 mease na 
ndaolne go raibh airgead acu leis an 
mBanc Idirnalsiunta Eireannach 

ata a leactadb faoi lathair. 
T a an Banc ag larraidh ar ân 

Rialtas alrgead na taisceoiri a ioc ar 
ais in iomlan doibh mar a tharla 1 
gcas Banc Codaigb na hEireann le 
gairid. 

• N i o s m o n a b l i a i n o s h o i n a 
c h u i r e a d h a n t - a c h t i b h f e i d h m a g 
t a b h a i r t c h o t h r o m a i o c h t p h a d h o 
m h n a n a h E i r e a n n . I s c o s u l l a f a c h 
n a c h b h f u i l m o r a n n u a a f h a i l t a o b h 
a m u i g h d h o i b h s u l d a t a a g o b a i r s a 
r a n n o g s t a i t . 

S a t i o n s c a l l d e a n t u i s e a r r a m a r 
s h a m p l a i s m n a l a d t r i o c h a f a o i n 
g c e a d d e n l u c h t o l b r e . 1 1 9 7 5 s u l a r 
c u i r e a d h c o t h r o m a i o c h t p a 1 
b h f e i d h m b h i b e a n a g s a o t h r u c a o g a 
d o f a o i n g c e a d d e m e a n t h u a r a s t a l 
f h l r . B l i a i n i n a d h l a l d h s i n t a r a t a 
s e a c h t a i n l u l l n a m b a n i m l t h e i 
l a g h a d g o d t i c a o g a h a o n f a o i n 
g c e a d . 



1 0 MEAN FOMHAIR 

The mystery of the 
missing school leavers 

S o m e w e e k s a g o t h e r e w a s a d r a m a t i c 
r i s e i n t h e u n e m p l o y m e n t f i g u r e i n t h e 
N o r t h . O v e r 5 , 0 0 0 y o u n g s c h o o l l e a v e r s 
c a m e o n t h e m a r k e t s e e k i n g j o b s . W h e n 
t h e y w e r e a d d e d t o t h e e x i s t i n g j o b 
s e e k e r s t h e u n e m p l o y m e n t f i g u r e 
j u m p e d t o 1 3 % — t h e h i g h e s t i n t h e U . K . 
a n d a l s o h i g h e r t h a n t h e 1 2 . 3 % f i g u r e i n 
t h e s o u t h . 

S i n c e t h e n t h e l e a v i n g c e r t i f i c a t e 
r e s u l t s w e r e i s s u e d i n t h e 2 6 c o u n t i e s 
r e v e a l i n g t h a t 3 5 , 2 6 8 p u p i l s s a t f o r t h e 
e x a m . T h e r e w e r e 1 8 , 8 4 1 g i r l s a n d 1 6 , 4 2 7 
b o y s . T h i s w a s a n i n c r e a s e o f 2 , 7 0 0 o n 1 9 7 6 
a n d 6 , 0 6 2 m o r e t h a n i n 1 9 7 5 . B e y o n d 
r e p o r t i n g t h e s e f a c t s t h e r e w a s n o f u r t h e r 
c o m m e n t f r o m t h e D a i l y N e w s p a p e r s . 

A f t e r t h e n o r t h e r n e x p e r i e n c e i t c o u l d 
r e a s o n a b l y b e e x p e c t e d t h a t t h e 
u n e m p l o y m e n t f i g u r e s p u b l i s h e d i n t h e 
s o u t h w o u l d r e v e a l a n e q u a l l y d r a m a t i c 
r i s e . B u t t h e f i g u r e s i s s u e d l a t e r m e r e l y 
s h o w e d a s e a s o n a l i n c r e a s e o f 1 , 2 0 0 i n t h e 
n u m b e r s o u t o f w o r k . T h e t o t a l 
u n e m p l o y e d w a s 1 0 9 , 0 0 0 a n d t h e 
p e r c e n t a g e f i g u r e 1 2 . 3 % . 

W h a t i s t h e e x p l a n a t i o n ? O v e r 3 5 , 0 0 0 
y o u n g p e o p l e l e f t s e c o n d a r y s c h o o l s a n d 
m a n y t h o u s a n d s m o r e l e f t v o c a t i o n a l 
s c h o o l s b u t t h e n u m b e r o u t o f w o r k d o e s 

n o t i n c r e a s e ! A r e w e t o a s s u m e t h a t t h e 
y o u n g s c h o o l l e a v e r s i n t h e s o u t h a r e n ' t 
l o o k i n g f o r j o b s ? O f c o u r s e t h e y a r e . T h e n 
h o w a r e t h e y s o c o n v e n i e n t l y w i p e d o u t , 
w r i t t e n o f f o r p u t i n t o l i m b o ? 

I t s q u i t e s i m p l e r e a l l y . Y o u o n l y e x i s t 
a s a j o b s e e k e r i f y o u a r e e n t i t l e d t o 
a s s i s t a n c e . T h e n t h e r u l e s f o r e n t i t l e m e n t 
a r e r e g u l a t e d t o e x c l u d e t h e v a s t 
m a j o r i t y o f y o u n g p e o p l e . F o r a s t a r t o f f 
i t w a s d e c i d e d t h a t g i r l s w e r e n ' t r e a l l y 
p e o p l e a t a l l a n d t h e r e f o r e t h e q u e s t i o n a s 
t o w h e t h e r o r n o t t h e y m i g h t r e q u i r e 
a s s i s t a n c e d i d n o t a r i s e . 

T h a t e l i m i n a t e s 1 8 , 8 4 1 s c h o o l l e a v e r s 
t h i s y e a r . T h e m e a n s t e s t t h e n e l i m i n a t e s 
m o s t o f t h e b o y s . A n y o n e l i v i n g a t h o m e 
w i l l e i t h e r n o t b e e n t i t l e d t o a n y t h i n g o r 
o n l y e n t i t l e d t o s u c h a n i n s u l t i n g a m o u n t 
( 2 0 p o r 3 0 p ) t h a t i t w o u l d n o t c o v e r h i s 
b u s f a r e t o s i g n o n . A n d i f y o u d o n ' t s i g n 
o n y o u a r e n o t u n e m p l o y e d ! 

I t i s f o r t h e s e r e a s o n s t h a t S i n n F e i n t h e 
W o r k e r s ' P a r t y h a s p o i n t e d o u t f o r 
t h e p a s t y e a r t h a t t h e r e a l f i g u r e o f 
u n e m p l o y e d i s i n f a c t 1 8 0 , 0 0 0 . W h e n t h i s 
y e a r ' s s c h o o l l e a v e r s a r e n o w a d d e d i t 
b r i n g s t h e u n e m p l o y e d f i g u r e t o a t l e a s t 
2 0 0 , 0 0 0 . T h e p e r c e n t a g e f i g u r e w o u l d t h e n 
b e n e a r e r 1 8 % t h a n t h e o f f i c i a l 1 2 . 3 % . 

I r i s h Democratic Youth 
l a u n c h 
first 
p l a n 

T h e I r i s h D e m o c r a t i c 
Y o u t h M o v e m e n t 
( I . D . Y . M . I h a s j u s t 
p u b l i s h e d i t s f i r s t 
m a n i f e s t o , w h i c h i s b a s e d 
o n r e s o l u t i o n s p a s s e d b y 
t h e d e l e g a t e s a t t h e 
o r g a n i s a t i o n ' s i n a u g u r a l 

B u i l d a S o c i a l i s t : F u t : u r e ! 
JOIN THE 

IRISH DEMOCRATIC YOUTH MOVEMENT 
"To enable young people to play a full part in the struggle for 

the creation of a United Democratic Socialist Republic of 
Ireland in which the people of Ireland will own and control 
the wealth and resources of the country." 

N a m e 

A d d r e s s 

A g e 

A p p l i c a t i o n s T o : 
General Secretary, I r i s h D e m o c r a t i c Y o u t h M o v e m e n t , " 3 0 
G a r d i n e r P l a c e , D u b l i n 1 . 

c o n f e r e n c e w h i c h w a s h e l d i n D u b l i n l a t e l a s t y e a r . 
T h e i n t r o d u c t i o n s t a t e s t h a t t h e m a n i f e s t o is n o t 

i n t e n d e d t o b e a c o m p r e h e n s i v e p o l i c y d o c u m e n t , b u t 
r a t h e r " a s t a t e m e n t o f g e n e r a l p r i n c i p l e s u p o n w h i c h 
I . D . Y . M . p o l i c y i n v a r i o u s a r e a s w i l l b e b a s e d " . 
N e v e r t h e l e s s i t is a n i m p r e s s i v e d o c u m e n t , o f f e r i n g 
s o c i a l i s t s o l u t i o n s t o t h e p r o b l e m s f a c e d b y y o u n g 
p e o p l e u n d e r s i x h e a d i n g s — E m p l o y m e n t , E d u c a t i o n , 
S e c t a r i a n i s m . C u l t u r e a n d R e c r e a t i o n , a n d T h e L a w , a s 
w e l l a s h a v i n g a s e c t i o n e m p h a s i s i n g t h e c o m m o n 
i n t e r e s t o f y o u n g p e o p l e a l l o v e r t h e w o r l d i n t h e 
s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t i m p e r i a l i s m . 

A s w e h a v e e m p h a s i s e d m a n y t i m e s i n t h e U n i t e d 
i r i s h m a n o v e r t h e p a s t f e w y e a r s , I r e l a n d h a s o n e o f t h e 
y o u n g e s t p o p u l a t i o n s i n E u r o p e . H a l f o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n 
o f t h e c o u n t r y i s a g e d u n d e r 2 5 a n d t h e p r o p o r t i o n o f 
y o u n g p e o p l e is l i k e l y t o c o n t i n u e t o i n c r e a s e u n t i l t h e 
t u r n o f t h e c e n t u r y . I t is c l e a r h o w e v e r t h a t t h e m a j o r i t y 
o f t h o s e y o u n g p e o p l e , v o t i n g f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e i n t h e 
r e c e n t S o u t h e r n G e n e r a l E l e c t i o n p l u m p e d f o r F i a n n a 
F a i l f o r a n u m b e r o f r e a s o n s . 

M a n y , h a v i n g t h e i r f i r s t t a s t e o f u n e m p l o y m e n t a n d 
t h e i r f i r s t e x p e r i e n c e o f t h e e f f e c t s o f t h e e c o n o m i c 
r e c e s s i o n u n d e r t h e C o a l i t i o n G o v e r n m e n t , f e l t t h a t 
F i a n n a F a i l c o u l d n o t b e a n y w o r s e a n d w e r e a l s o i m ­
p r e s s e d b y t h e b r e e z y ' m o d e r n ' i m a g e o f t h e F i a n n a F a i l 
c a m p a i g n a s c o m p a r e d t o t h e o l d - f a s h i o n e d s t o d g e y 
i m a g e o f C o s g r a v e a n d C o o n e y , B u t t h e y a r e l i k e l y t o 
l e a r n t o t h e i r c o s t t h a t p o p s o n g s a n d t e e s h i r t s a r e n o 
s u b s t i t u t e f o r e c o n o m i c p l a n n i n g a n d c o n c r e t e p o l i t i c a l 
p r o p o s a l s , a n d a s a r e s u l t t h e p o l i t i c a l a l l e g i e n c e o f 
m a n y y o u n g p e o p l e c a n b e c h a n g e d i n t h e n e x t f e w 
y e a r s . 

T h e I . D . Y . M , i n i t s 2 2 p a g e m a n i f e s t o o f f e r s a r a d i c a l 
a l t e r n a t i v e t o t h e d i s c r e d i t e d p o l i c i e s o f b o t h F i a n n a F a i l 
a n d t h e C o a l i t i o n . I t c a n a l s o g i v e a n e w i m p e t u s t o t h e 
p o l i t i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t o f y o u n g p e o p l e i n t h e N o r t h a n d 
c a n b e a m a j o r f o r c e i n f i n a l l y b r e a k i n g d o w n t h e 
b a r r i e r s o f s e c t a r i a n i s m . 

T h e I . D . Y . M . , t h i s d o c u m e n t c l e a r l y s h o w s , c a n f u l f i l 
t h e n e e d t h a t h a d e x i s t e d f o r m a n y 
y e a r s f o r a c r e d i b l e s o c i a l i s t y o u t h o r g a n i s a t i o n i n 

I r e l a n d . O n e o f t h e b a s i c a i m s o f t h e I . D . Y . M . a s 
a d o p t e d b y i t s f i r s t c o n f e r e n c e i s t o e d u c a t e y o u n g 
p e o p l e i n t h e p r i n c i p l e s o f S o c i a l i s t R e p u b l i c a n i s m . 

T h i s m a n i f e s t o i s c e r t a i n l y a s t a r t i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n 
a n d s h o u l d b e e s s e n t i a l r e a d i n g f o r a n y o n e i n t e r e s t e d i n 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h e p r o b l e m s f a c i n g y o u n g p e o p l e i n o u r 
s o c i e t y a n d t h e s o l u t i o n s o f f e r e d b y y o u n g s o c i a l i s t s . 

5,000 apply for 100 jobs!!! 
A Dublin firm of wholesalers Musgrave Cash and Carry, 

recently advertised for 100 jobs In their new cash and carry 
store In Ballymun, Dublin. Over 5,000 yoimg people applied. 

"The jobs were for floor staff, check-out operators and trainee 
managers. Of course these 5,000 don't even exist on the 
Government's Register of unemployed! 

Money makes for 
D e f t e r c h a n c e s 

S t u d e n t s a t t e n d i n g I r e l a n d ' s 
e x c l u s i v e f e e - p a y i n g s e c o n d a r y 
s c h o o l s a r e r e c e i v i n g a s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
b e t t e r e d u c a t i o n t h a n t h e i r 
c o u n t e r p a r t s i n s c h o o l s w h i c h a r e 
w i t h i n t h e f r e e - e d u c a t i o n s c h e m e — 
a n d l a r g e l y a t t h e t a x - p a y e r s e x p e n s e . 
T h i s i s o n e o f t h e m a n y i n t e r e s t i n g 
f i n d i n g s i n a r e c e n t l y p u b l i s h e d r e p o r t 
b y P r o f e s s o r K e v i n M c D o n a g h o f 
C a r y s f o r t C o l l e g e o f E d u c a t i o n , 
e n t i t l e d ' W h e r e T h e M o n e y G o e s ' . 

P r o f . M c D o n a g h ' s R e p o r t p r o v i d e s a 
w e a l t h o f m u c h n e e d e d i n f o r m a t i o n o n 
t h i s c o u n t r y ' s f i r s t a n d s e c o n d l e v e l 
e d u c a t i o n s y s t e m . A l t h o u g h m a n y o f 
h i s f i n d i n g s m a y b e c o n s i d e r e d 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l f e w c a n b e m o r e s o t h a n 
h i s d i s c o v e r y t h a t " 5 1 % o f t h e s c h o o l 
p o p u l a t i o n i s t o b e f o u n d I n s c h o o l s 
w h i c h f u n c t i o n e d w i t h l e s s t h a n t h e 
s a n c t i o n e d q u o t a o f t e a c h e r s " . 

I n t h e s e s c h o o l s t h e a v e r a g e 
p u p i l / t e a c h e r r a t i o i s 1 9 . 5 t o o n e . I n 
t h e 1 2 0 s c h o o l s t h a t h a v e m o r e t h a n 
t h e i r q u o t a o f t e a c h e r s , h o w e v e r , t h e 
p u p i l / t e a c h e r r a t i o i s a s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
l o w e r 1 6 . 8 3 t o o n e . O n t h i s P r o f . 
M c D o n a g h c o m m e n t s , " a n a n a l y s i s o f 
t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f e x c e s s p o s t s s h o w s 
t h a t t e n s c h o o l s ( i . e . 1 . 9 % o f t h e t o t a l ! 
a c c o u n t f o r 2 3 % o f s u c h 
a p p o i n t m e n t s . A l l b u t t w o o f t h e 
s c h o o l s a r e e x p e n s i v e f e e - p a y i n g 
i n s t i t u t i o n s . " 

D e s p i t e t h e d i s p a r i t y i n 
p u p i l / t e a c h e r r a t i o s b e t w e e n f e e -

p a y i n g a n d n o n - f e e - p a y i n g s c h o o l s , 
h o w e v e r , t e a c h e r s s a l a r i e s a r e f u l l y 
p a i d b y t h e s t a t e i n b o t h c a t e g o r i e s . 
T h i s m e a n s t h a t t a x - p a y e r s m o n e y i s 
b e i n g u s e d t o s u b s i d i s e a n u n e q u a l , 
a n d c l a s s - b i a s e d s y s t e m o f s e c o n d a r y 
e d u c a t i o n . T h e r e a s o n s f o r t h e 
d i s c r e p a n c y a p p e a r t o b e t h a t t h e m o r e 
e x c l u s i v e ( a n d i n f l u e n t i a l ) f e e - p a y i n g 
s c h o o l s a r e a b l e t o g e t t h e D e p a r t m e n t 
o f E d u c a t i o n ' s a p p r o v a l f o r t h e 
a p p o i n m e n t o f m o r e t h a n t h e i r ' q u o t a ' 
( s e t b y t h e s a m e D e p a r t m e n t ) o f 
t e a c h e r s . ' F r e e ' s c h o o l s o n t h e o t h e r 
h a n d , u s e s o m e o f t h e m o n e y t h e y 
r e c e i v e t o p a y f u l l t i m e t e a c h e r s a n d f o r 
o t h e r p u r p o s e s s u c h a s t h e 
e m p l o y m e n t o f H . D i p . E d , s t u d e n t s . 

B y e m p l o y i n g a n u m b e r o f p a r t - t i m e 
H . D i p . s t u d e n t s i n p l a c e o f a f u l l - t i m e r 
t h e h a r d p r e s s e d f r e e s c h o o l s a t t e m p t 
t o h o l d d o w n t h e i r p u p i l / t e a c h e r 
r a t i o s . T h e r e p o r t w o u l d a p p e a r t o 
s u g g e s t , h o w e v e r , t h a t t h e y a r e f a i l i n g 
i n t h i s a i m . 

P r o f e s s o r M c D o n a g h ' s r e v e l a t i o n s 
a r e b o u n d t o s t r e n g t h e n t h e a ' - g u m e n t s 
o f . t h o s e , s u c h a s S i n n F e i n T h e 
W o r k e r s ' P a r t y a n d t h e I r i s h 
D e m o c r a t i c Y o u t h M o v e m e n t , w h o 
h a v e i n s i s t e d t h a t t h e s t a t e s h o u l d n o t 
o n l y p r o v i d e t h e m o n e y f o r t h e 
e d u c a t i o n o f o u r y o u n g p e o p l e , b u t 
a l s o c o n t r o l h o w i t i s s p e n t . T h i s r e p o r t 
m u s t c e r t a i n l y c a l l i n t o q u e s t i o n a 
s y s t e m w h i c h a l l o w s r e l i g i o u s o r d e r s t o 
d e c i d e h o w t h e t a x - p a y e r s m o n e y 
s h o u l d b e u s e d — o r a b u s e d ! 

Minister takes 
us for a ride 

L a s t J u l y t h e n e w M i n i s t e r f o r 
E d u c a t i o n M r . J o h n W i l s o n 
a n n o u n c e d t h e a p p o i n t m e n t o f 6 0 0 
u n t r a i n e d U n i v e r s i t y s t u d e n t s a s 
p r i m a r y t e a c h e r s . A c c o r d i n g t o 
t h e I r i s h T i m e s , M r . W i l s o n s a i d 
" t h a t a n e w a r r a n g e m e n t w a s 

•CUBA 
T h e p r e p a r a t o r y w o r k f o r t h e 1 1 t h W o r l d Y o u t h a n d S t u d e n t 

F e s t i v a l w h i c h w i l l t a k e p l a c e i n H a v a n a , C u b a n e x t J u l y h a s n o w 
e n t e r e d a d e c i s i v e p h a s e . O n l y o n e y e a r i s l e f t b e f o r e a n o t h e r 
s u c c e s s f u l a n d b r i l l i a n t e v e n t i n t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y , 
d e m o c r a t i c a n d p r o g r e s s i v e y o u t h a n d s t u d e n t m o v e m e n t w i l l g e t 
u n d e r w a y a s a r e s u l t o f t h e j o i n t a c t i o n s a n d e f f o r t s o f a l l t h o s e w h o 
s h a r e t h e l o f t y i d e a l s o f a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t s o l i d a r i t y , p e a c e a n d 
f r i e n d s h i p . 

T h e y o u n g g e n e r a t i o n o f s o c i a l i s t C u b a a n d a l l t h e p e o p l e o f C u b a 
a r e b u s y p r e p a r i n g t o g i v e t h e t h o u s a n d s e x p e c t e d f o r t h e F e s t i v a l a 
j u b i l a n t a n d e n t h u s i a s t i c w e l c o m e , m a k i n g a n a l l - o u t e f f o r t i n t h e i r 
e v e r y d a y a c t i v i t i e s a n d f u l l y a w a r e o f t h e h o n o u r a n d r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
t h a t b e i n g h o s t s t o s u c h a g r e a t e v e n t e n t a i l s . 

T h r o u g h o u t C u b a , w o r k e r s , s t u d e n t s , m e m b e r s o f t h e 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y A r m e d F o r c e s a n d o f t h e M i n i s t r y o f t h e I n t e r i o r , 
w o m e n a n d c h i l d r e n a r e c o m b i n i n g t h e i r e f f o r t s t o b u i l d s o c i a l i s m 
w i t h d o i n g p r e p a r a t o r y w o r k f o r t h e 1 1 t h F e s t i v a l . 

T h e s l o g a n o f t h e o r g a n i s e r s " E v e r y C u b a n a n a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a n t 
i n t h e F e s t i v a l " r e f l e c t s t h e C u b a n p e o p l e ' s f i r m a i m o f p r o v i d i n g 
t h e i d e a l s e t t i n g f o r a b r i l l i a n t a n d u n f o r g e t t a b l e F e s t i v a l i n J u l y 
1 9 7 8 . 

b e i n g m a d e t o a f f o r d i m m e d i a t e 
r e l i e f i n t h e n a t i o n a l s c h o o l s m o s t 
s e r i o u s l y a f f e c t e d b y l a r g e 
c l a s s e s . " 

F r o m P r o f . M c D o n a g h ' s r e p o r t , 
h o w e v e r , i t a p p e a r s a s t h o u g h t h e 
M i n i s t e r m a y h a v e b e e n 
h o o d w i n k i n g e v e r y o n e . T h e 
r e p o r t s h o w s t h a t , t a k i n g i n t o 
a c c o u n t t e a c h e r s w o r k i n g b e y o n d 
r e t i r e m e n t a g e a n d t h e n u m b e r o f 
n e w l y q u a l i f i e d t e a c h e r s c o m i n g 
o u t o f t h e t r a i n i n g c o l l e g e s , t h e r e 
w o u l d s t i l l b e a s h o r t f a l l o f 
t e a c h e r s i n e v e r y y e a r b e t w e e n 
1 9 7 5 a n d 1 9 7 9 , i f w e a r e t o 
m a i n t a i n p r e s e n t p u p i l / t e a c h e r 
r a t i o s . 

B y t h e a c a d e m i c y e a r 1 9 7 7 / 7 8 
t h e a c c u m u l a t e d s h o r t f a l l w o u l d 
b e 1 ,097 t e a c h e r s a c c o r d i n g t o 
P r o f . M c D o n a g h ' s c a l c u l a t i o n s . 
T h e R e p o r t c o m m e n t s , " i t i s 
a s s u m e d t h a t t h i s d e m a n d w i l l b e 
m e t d u r i n g t h e s e y e a r s b y 
a p p o i n t i n g t e m p o r a r y u n t r a i n e d 
t e a c h e r s " . F r o m t h i s i t a p p e a r s 
t h a t , f a r f r o m r e d u c i n g 
p u p i l / t e a c h e r r a t i o s ( a n d c l a s s 
s i z e s ) M r . W i l s o n i s n o t e v e n 
m a i n t a i n i n g t h e p r e s e n t l e v e l s 
w h i c h e v e r y o n e c o n c e r n e d — 
i n c l u d i n g M r . W i l s o n w h e n h e w a s 
i n o p p o s i t i o n — h a s c o n d e m n e d a s 
u n a c c e p t a b l e . 



MEAN FOMHAIR 

A n i m p r o m p t u s t r e e t s e s s i o n a t t h e E n n i s F l e a d h C e o i l . 

Books of the month 
W O R K S B Y J A M E S C O N N O L I. Y 
: . Labour Nationality and Religion 23p 

E r i n ' s Hope and The New E v a n g e l 20p 
The Reconquest of Ireland t 26p 

W O R K S O.'V C O I Y N O L L Y 

Life and T i m e s of J a m e s Connolly ( C . D. G r e a v e s ) 1.85 
James Connoiiy (S. Levenson) 12.95 
J . Connolly: Selected Writings (P. Bereslord tllis) hOp 
Relevance of James Connoiiy Today (CI. Ciilniorc) 23p 
Connoiiy — Dcleon Controsersy (Cork W orkers CD Lib) 50p 
Connoiiv — W alker Controversy (Cork Workers Club) 33p 

.-\ll above prices include postage for Ireland and Britain Onh . 
Orders !fi Repsal Lid. 30Gardiner Place. D a h / i n I . 

BOOK R E V I E W S 
A L L E N D E ' S C H I L E by Edward 
Boorstein. International Publishers, 
1977. 277 pages, paperback £2.50. 
b y P a t s y C o l g a n . 

I t i s a p p r o p r i a t e t h a t w e s h o u l d b e 
r e v i e w i n g a r e c e n t b o o k o n C h i l e i n 
t h e S e p t e m b e r i s s u e o f t h e United 
Irishman. 

S e p t e m b e r i s t h e 4 t h A n n i v e r s a r y 
o f t h e C o u p i n C h i l e w h i c h o v e r t h r e w 
t h e d e m o c r a t i c a l l y e l e c t e d P o p u l a r 
U n i t a G o v e r n m e n t h e a d e d b y 
S a l v a d o r A l l e n d e . A L L E N D E ' S 
C H I L E i s a m u s t f o r a n y o n e w h o 
w a n t s t o u n d e r s t a n d a n d l e a r n f r o m 
t h e e x p e r i e n c e o f P o p u l a r U n i t y . 

E d w a r d B o o r s t e i n i s i n a s p e c i a l 
p o s i t i o n t o t e l l u s o f t h e d i v e r s e 
f o r c e s p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l , e c o n o m i c 
a n d i m p e r i a l i s t w h i c h c o m b i n e d t o 
o v e r t h r o w t h e A l l e n d e G o v e r n m e n t . 
F o r m a n y m o n t h s p r i o r t o t h e c o u p 
h e w a s a n a s s i s t a n t t o A U e n d e ' s 
E c o n o m i c A d v i s e r a n d h a d a l s o 
w o r k e d f o r t h e C u b a n M i n i s t r y o f 
F o r e i g n C o m m e r c e . 

F r o m t h e A u t h o r ' s s p e c i a l 
v a n t a g e p o i n t t h e b o o k r e c o u n t s t h e 
n u m e r o u s c o m p l e x p r o b l e m s 
i n h e r i t e d b y t h e A l l e n d e 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n a n d a n a l y s e s i t s 
s u c c e s s e s a n d f a i l u r e s i n a b o l d , 
f r a n k a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g m a n n e r . 
T h i s b o o k e x p o s e s t h e m a n y s i d e d 
a g e n c i e s w h i c h c o l l a b o r a t e d w i t h 
r e a c t i o n a r y C h i l e a n s m i l i t a r y , 
p o l i t i c a l a n d b u s i n e s s f o r c e s t o 
o v e r t h r o w t h e P o p u l a r U n i t y 
G o v e r n m e n t . 

" F o r t h e f u t u r e s t r u g g l e " , 
B o o r s t e i n c o n c l u d e s , " t h e C h i l e a n 
R e v o l u t i o n l e a v e s a v i s i o n o f a 
g o v e r n m e n t t h a t f o u g h t f o r t h e 
p e o p l e a n d s o c i a l i s m . 

Col le t 's 
F o r A l l Y o u r 'Repsol' 

S i n n F e i n T h e W o r k e r s ' P a r t y 

p a m p h l e t s . 

64-66 Charing Cross Road, London 
WC2. 

The Comhaltas 
success story 

Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann is part of the success story of Irish cultural 
organisations. Starting from tiny beginnings in 1951, Comhaltas has boosted 
Irish traditional music, song and dance to a vitality never before experienced 
in Irish history. 

The aims of Comhaltas include the promotion of traditional music, song and 
dance, and the fostering of Irish traditional culture in general, with special 
emphasis on the Irish language. These aims are achieved through the 
activities of the branches at home and abroad. 

C o m h a l t a s i s a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
m o v e m e n t ; i t h a s 3 5 0 b r a n c h e s i n 
I r e l a n d , B r i t a i n , t h e U S A , C a n a d a 
a n d A u s t r a l i a . I t h a s f o r t y a n n u a l 
f e s t i v a l s ( f l e a d h a n n a c h e o i l ) ; 3 0 0 
c l a s s e s t e a c h i n g t r a d i t i o n a l m u s i c ; 
t h r e e a n n u a l c o n c e r t t o u r s a b r o a d ; a 
C o m h a l t a s r a d i o p r o g r a m m e ; i t s 
o w n m a g a z i n e , ' T r e i o r ' ; t u t o r s , 
r e c o r d s a n d n u m e r o u s o t h e r 
p r o j e c t s ; a n d i t s m o s t r e c e n t 
a d d i t i o n i s C u l t u r l a n n n a h E i r e a n n , 
t h e I r i s h C u l t u r a l I n s t i t u t e a t 3 2 
B e l g r a v e S q u a r e , M o n k s t o w n , C o 
D u b l i n . 

T h e h i g h p o i n t o f t h e C o m h a l t a s 
y e a r i s t h e F l e a d h C h e o i l — a h u g e 
f e a s t ( a n d f l e a d h m e a n s f e a s t o r 
f e s t i v a l ) o f t r a d i t i o n a l m u s i c , s o n g 
a n d d a n c i n g , 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e p o u r e d 
i n t o E n n i s , C o C l a r e , f o r t h i s y e a r ' s 
f l e a d h — a n d f o r f i v e d a y s t h e t o w n 
r a n g w i t h I r i s h m u s i c , d a y a n d 
n i g h t . 

F o r t h e c o m p e t i t o r s , t h e r e i s t h e 
c h a n c e o f a c o v e t e d ' A l l - I r e l a n d ' 
c h a m p i o n s h i p i n t h e i r o w n c h o s e n 
f i e l d . F o r t h e e n t h u s i a s t s t h e r e ' s t h e 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o s e e a n d h e a r t h e v e r y 
b e s t i n m u s i c , s o n g a n d d a n c e . B u t 
t h e i m p o r t a n t t h i n g i s t o b e t h e r e , t o 
h e a r o l d s o n g s a n d t u n e s , a n d l e a r n 
n e w o n e s ; t o d a n c e i n t h e s t r e e t s , t o 
m e e t f r i e n d s a n d m a k e f r i e n d s . 

F o r t h e l i s t e n e r s a n d m u s i c i a n s , 
f o r d a n c e r s a n d w a t c h e r s , f o r 
t i n k e r s a n d h o r s e - t r a d e r s a n d b l a c k -
p i n t d r i n k e r s — t h e r e i s n o t h i n g 
q u i t e l i k e t h e F l e a d h . 

A n d C o m h a l t a s i s n o t j u s t a c t i v e a t 
h o m e . C o m h a l t a s t o u r s a b r o a d a r e a 
s m a s h - h i t w i t h I r i s h e m i g r a n t s a n d 
t h e i r f a m i l i e s , a n d w i t h t h e p e o p l e o f 
t h e c o u n t r i e s v i s i t e d . T h r o u g h t h i s 
p r o g r a m m e C o m h a l t a s b r i n g s 
a u t h e n t i c I r i s h c u l t u r e t o o t h e r 
c o u n t r i e s , a n d h e l p s t o d i s p e l t h e 
n a u s e a t i n g ' S t a g e - I r i s h ' m y t h s 
p e d d l e d f r o m T i n P a n A l l e y a n d t h e 
C h a r i n g C r o s s R o a d . 

S o w h e r e d o e s C o m h a i t a s g o f r o m 
h e r e ? O n w a r d a n d u p w a r d , i f t h e 
s u c c e s s o f t h i s y e a r ' s F l e a d h C h e o i l 
a n d F l e a d h N u a , a n d t l t e f a c t t h a t 
o v e r 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e a t t e n d e d 
C o m h a l t a s f u n c t i o n s t h i s y e a r , i s 
a n y t h i n g t o j u d g e b y . C o m h a l t a s h a s 
b u i l t a g e n u i n e p e o p l e ' s c u l t u r a l 
m o v e m e n t t h e o n l y w a y i t c a n b e 
b u i l t — b y g o i n g t o t h e p e o p l e 
t h e m s e l v e s a n d w o r k i n g w i t h w h a t 
i s r e a l i n t h e i r o w n e x p e r i e n c e . 

C o m h a l t a s h a s a l w a y s b e e n n o n -
p a r t y - p o l i t i c a l , a n d n o n - s e c t a r i a n . 
E v e r y s h a d e o f p o l i t i c a l o p i n i o n a n d 
I r i s h p e o p l e o f a l l r e l i g i o n s a n d o f 
n o n e , c a n b e f o u n d i n C o m h a l t a s . 
L a s t y e a r m a r k e d C o m h a l t a s 
t w e n t y - f i f t h a n n i v e r s a r y — h e r e ' s t o 
t h e n e x t q u a r t e r - c e n t u r y , w h i c h w i l l 
t a k e u s c o m f o r t a b l y t o t h e y e a r 
2 , 0 0 0 . 

T h e U N I T E D I R I S H M A N a n d i t s 
r e a d e r s w i s h e s C o m h a l t a s C e o l t o i r i 
E i r e a n n t h e b e s t o f t u c k a n d t h e b e s t 
o f m u s i c e v e r y d a y o f e v e r y y e a r o n 
t h e w a y . 

// you're ever in California be sure to visit 

The Plough & the Stars 
116 Clement St. 
San Francisco 
Ph. (415) 751-1122 

The Starry Plough 
3101 Shattuck 
Berkeley 
Ph. (415) 841-2082 

DRAUGHT GUINESS - REBEL MUSIC 
CEIL! BANDS - DANCING 

{ P a i d A d v e r t i s e m e n t ) 

REPSOL PUBLICATIONS 
Repsols in Stock 
. j Health Care , D r . J . McManus 28p 
TJ Let the Nation Stand. P . Yeates 48p 
F J Labour and the Republ ican Movement, G . Gi lmore 28p 
;M Principles of C o m m u n i s m , F , E n g e l s 23p 
V Publ ic Sector and the Prof i tmakers 33p 
E Republ ican Tradit ion, D . O'Hagan 23p 
n Tony O'Rei l ly ' s L a s t G a m e 33p 
n L i a m McMil len: Separatist , Socialist & Republican 33p 
n Leggings and the Bandoliers , C . Gi lmore 28p 

' Struggle for D e m o c r a c y , P e a c e & F r e e d o m , T . Mac Giol la- 23p 
• International Obligations & the Ir i sh Question, S. 0 Cionnaith !8p 
, j Revolutionary Movements of the Past , J . de Courcy Ire land 3Sp 
"1 Workshop T a l k , J . Connolly 23p 
F ] M a r x and the Ir i sh Question, S. Cronin 58p 

Ground Rent Is Robbery 28p 
. 1 Sinn F e i n The W o r k e r s ' P a r t y P r o g r a m m e 48p 
n F u l l E m p l o y m e n t by 1986 (2 copies) 38p 
"i Ardboe Martyrs 23p 
Fi New Member's Handbook 43p 
• Culture & Revolution in Ire land, E . O Murchu 38p 
• Republ ican i sm, Pt I (3 copies only) 33p 
[•] The Axe to the Root, J . Connolly 33p 

Other Repsols out of print at the moment: 
Republ icanism, Pt I I 
The G r e a t Ir i sh Oil and G a s Robbery 
The Banks 4 k * 
The I r i s h Industr ial Revolution 

The U . I . wi l l give details of reprinting. 

All above prices include postage for Ire land and Bri ta in Only. 

Caoineadh 
Airt Ui Laoire 

I n s p i r u d l i v t i l l ! f ( i n i i j i , 5 I 8 l h 
' j i i i i t u r y u p i c p O E m i ' L i i m E ? n t ' o ' 
A r L 0 ' L e a r v ' , t l i i s f i l m h a s w o r t 
CMliCiil a c r l a i m b o L f i i n [rL ' lan:) 
a n i l a h r n a h . . 6 0 m i n s 

Going...Going... 
Gone! 

T l i e s t o r y o f l i o w I r i s ' ^ . 
n i s o u r c e s - a n t l j o l i s a r t ; 
b e i n i ] s t o l e n w i t h t h e h e i [ ) n f 
s o m e o f t h e f i n e s t I r i s h m e n 
m o n e y c a n b u y . 3 5 m i n s . 

F u r t h e r deta i ls f r o m : — 
Margaret O ' L e a r y , 3 0 G a r d i n e r 
P lace , D u b l i n 1 . 

N a m e 

A d d r e s s 



P E O P L E 
IN 

P O L I T I C S 

MEAN FOMHAI 

The call by Tomas M a c Giol la . President of Sinn F e i n The 
Workers' Party , for the resignation of Desmond O'Malley, 
Minister for Industry and Commerce , which was carr ied iri 
the August U . I . was met with stoney silende. Mr . Mac Giol la 
drew attention to O'Malley's share dealings in T a r a 
Explorat ion which were exposed last M a y and also pointed to 
the fact that his brother-in-taw, Peter McAleer , is a Vice-
President of Northgate Explorat ion and a Director of T a r a 
Mines Ltd and Anglo United. 

More will be heard about this issue as Mr . O'Malley 
proceeds to divide our wealth and resources among his 
friends and relatives. T h e I R I S H P E O P L E newspaper in its 
issue of August 12 took up the story and revealed that Mr. 
L y n c h himself was not free of corruption. 

They exposed the fact that following his trip to J a p a n 
some years ago at the expense of Gulf Oil, Mr . L y n c h 
received a number of gifts. One of these was a gift of £2.000 
worth of photographic equipment from Nikon. The 
Government Information Service would neither confirm nor 
deny the I R I S H P E O P L E story. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
T e l e g r a m m e d greetings from the International Affairs 

Bureau of Sinn F e i n The Workers ' Party were among the 
many messages received by Scotland's Hugh M a c D i a r m i d 
when he celebrated his 85th. birthday at a huge "Celebration" 
Concert" in Edinburgh on Saturday 13th. .August. 

The event, sponsored by the Scottish T U C and supported by 
the Scottish Arts Counci l , was attended by M a c D i a r m i d who 
watched internationally famous artists perform in speech, 
song and mus ic the works which have gamed Hugh 
M a c D i a r m i d the a c c l a i m of Scotland's "greatest l iving 
poet". 

Mr. J i m m y Milne, Secretary of the Scottish T U C . which 
represents over one million trade unionists, addressing the 
Celebration Concert said that Hugh M a c D i a r m i d had stayed 
true to the c lass which he belonged to and was one of the few 
men who lived long enough to accept the a c c l a i m denied him 
in earl ier days . "He is too great to be ignored" said Mr . 
Milne. 

Following the Concert Hugh M a c D i a r m i d appeared on 
stage to a standing ovation and in a brief but charact is t ic 
speech said he was "still committed to the end of the 
monarchy and for a Scottish workers' republic as fought for 
by Clydeside revolutionary John M c L e a n in the early 1920's". 

Sinn F e i n T h e Workers ' Party ' s greeting read " L o v e , 
respect and best wishes, Hugh, on your 85th. birthdav 
celebration concert. Y o u r poems are an inspiration to 
working people throughout the world". 

R O Y A L RUMPUS 
The unhappy visit of Britain's Queen El izabeth to Hillsboro 

and Coleraine caused grave disruption to political and 
economic life in the north. What of its effects on the 
University of Coleraine? Funds for Educat ional purposes 
were severely short at present but thousands of pounds were 
spent preparing the Univers i ty for the visit. The cleaning and 
painting alone cost £10,000. 

In addition students preparation for Autumn exams was 
badly disrupted. F o r a week before the apparition students 
were prevented from using the l ibrary. Had th^-Universlty 
been sited in D e r r y City it would have been saved from this 
Roya l rumpus! ^ 

BIG DEAL 
Readers will be glad to hear that t h e i ^ i s no such thing as 

'Solitary Confinement' in prisons in ihe 26 counties at 
present. This major advance in prison reform was 
announced in the High Court in Dublin by Mr, Donagh 
McDonagh. B a r r i s t e r for Mr . F r a w l e y , Governor of 
Mountjoy. A prisoner, Pa tr i ck F a g a n , '^ad sought an order 
for Habeas Corpus. He stated that following the riots in July 
several prisoners were badiy beaten and were then given two 
months solitary confinement in the basement of the prison. 

What Mr . F r a w l e y failed to tell the court was that although 
the punishment remained the same the name for it has now 
been changed. Today It is cal led 'close confinement'. 

RUMPUS EILE 
And another sidelight on El izabeth's visit to the North. 

According to a top level S D L P source Downing Street were 
not too pleased at the timing of the Roya l strut around. 

J a m e s Cal laghan expressed himself in somewhat bitter 
terms when asked if his advisers had gone off their heads. 
El izabeth according to our report had decided on the visit 
herself and could not be prevai led upon to alter it. The Bri t i sh 
P r i m e Minister finally exploded, describing her as a bloody 
minded right-wing bitch. 

Changed times since Harold was in Number 10. 

P r i n t e d a n d P u b l i s h e d b y C l o n a h-£lreann, 3 1 P i a s G a r d n a r , B . A . C . I . 

N E X T ISSUE SEPTEMBER 2 9 

# C o u n c i l l o r B e r n i e M c D o n a g h (r ight) w i t h E x - L o r d M a y o r s , M y l e s H u m p h r i e s [ B e l f a s t ! a n d J i m M i t c h e l l ( D u b l i n ) . 

The f r a m i n g of 
Cllr. M a c D o n a g h 

B e r n i e M c D o n a g h i s a R e p u b l i c a n C l u b s C o u n c l l U l r f o r W e s t B e l f a s t . T h e R e p u b l i c a n C l u b s a r e t h e n o r t h e r n s e c t i o n 
o f S i n n F e i n T h e W o r k e r s ' P a r t y . H e w a s t a k e n f r o m h i s h o m e a t W h i t e r o c k i n W e s t B e l f a s t o n F r i d a y 5 A u g u s t a n d 
b r o u g h t t o h i s A d v i c e C e n t r e i n T u r f L o d g e t o b e p r e s e n t w h i l e B r i t i s h s o l d i e r s c o n d u c t e d a s e a r c h o f t h e p r e m i s e s . O n 
a r r i v a l a t t h e A d v i c e C e n t r e , B e r n i e M c D o n a g h , w h o I s n o t a k e y h o l d e r f o r t h e C e n t r e , f o u n d t h e R o y a l M a r i n e 
C o m m a n d o s h a d a l r e a d y e n t e r e d t h e b u i l d i n g a n d b e g u n t h e i r s e a r c h . 

A f t e r w a r d s C o u n c i l l o r M c D o n a g h w a s D u r i n g t h e s e a r c h o f t h e A d v i c e C e n t r e a n d 
t a k e n t o A n d e r s t o w n P o l i c e S t a t i o n a n d l a t e r g s u b s e q u e n t s e a r c h o f M c D o n a g h ' s h o m e 
t r a n s f e r r e d t o T o w n h a l l P o l i c e S t a t i o n , w h e r e p e r s o n a l c o r r e s p o n d e n c e , i n c l u d i n g t h a t 
h e w a s c h a r g e d w i t h " h a v i n g a n e x p l o s i v e 
s u b s t a n c e u n d e r h i s c o n t r o l " . W h e n h i s w i f e 
w a s i n f o r m e d o f t h e c h a r g e a t 4 p . m . i t e n d e d 
h o u r s o f s p e c u l a t i o n ; f o r C o u n c i l l o r 
M c D o n a g h w a s h e l d f o r 1 2 h o u r s i n c o m ­
m u n i c a d o d u r i n g w h i c h t i m e t h e p o l i c e a n d 
B r s i s h a r m y i s s u e d m u t u a l l y c o n t r a d i c t o r y 
s t a t e m e n t s t o t h e m e d i a , T h e R e p u b l i c a n 
C l u b s a n d C o u n c i i i o r M c D o n a g h ' s f a m i l y . 

A t 1 0 . 3 0 a . m . D o w n t o w n R a d i o ( B e l f a s t ) 
c a r r i e d t h e f i r s t n e w s o f t h e r e a s o n s l o r t h e 
C c j u n c i l l o r ' s a r r e s t . A n e w s b u l l e t i n s a i d a 
p i s t o l w a s f o u n d a t t h e A d v i c e C e n t r e . 

O n l y 1 5 m i n u t e s b e f o r e h a n d t h e R o y a l 
U l s t e r C o n s t a b u l a r y h a d t o l d M r s . M c D o n a g h 
h e r h u s b a n d w a s b e i n g h e l d a f t e r " s o m e s t u f f 
w a s f o u n d i n h i s A d v i c e C e n t r e . " A t 1 0 . 4 5 
a . m . t h e R o y a l M a r i n e C o m m a n d o s t o l d a 
R e p u b l i c a n C l u b s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e t h a t a 
w e a p o n w a s f o u n d i n t h e C e n t r e . 

A t 1 1 . 3 0 a . m . t h e R U C h a d c h a n g e d t l ^ i r 
s t o r y . T h e y n o w s a i d a w e a p o n h a d b e e n 
f o u n d i n a b u i l d i n g a d j o i n i n g t h e A d v i c e 
C e n t r e . A t 1 2 , 3 0 p . m . t f i e y w e n t f u r t h e r a n d 
s a i d t h e w e a p o n h a d OTien f o u n d u n d e r a 
p a v i n g s t o n e " s o m e w h e r e i n t h e l o c a l i t y o f 
h i s A d v i c e C e n t r e . " ^ 

r e l a t e d t o a d v i c e t o l o c a l c o n s t i t u e n t s , w a s 
r e m o v e d . B o t h t h e C e n t r e a n d M c D o n a g h ' s 
h o m e w e r e b a d l y d a m a g e d i n t h e s e a r c h . 

P r i o r t o t h e d a y o f h i s a r r e s t C o u n c i l l o r ' 
M c D o n a g h w a s h e l d b y t h e R o y a l M a r i n e 
C o m m a n d o s f o r t w o h o u r s a f t e r h i s A d v i c e 
C e n t r e h a d b e e n a t t a c k e d b y t h e 
P r o v i s i o n a l s , 

A w e e k b e f o r e h a n d a n u m b e r o f l o c a l 
p e o p l e w e r e l i f t e d i n d a w n r a i d s b y t h e B r i t i s h 
A r m y . O n e o f t h o s e a r r e s t e d a s k e d i f h e 
c o u l d c o n t a c t B e r n i e M c D o n a g h a n d w a s 
t o l d b y a S p e c i a l B r a n c h O f f i c e r , " t h a i t h e 
n e x t p e r s o n t o m e n t i o n M c D o n a g h w o u l d g e t 
a d i g i n t h e j a w " . " H e ' s a b a s t a r d a n d w e ' l l 
g e t h i m s o m e d a y a n d h i s c o u n c i i l o r s h i p 
w o n ' t s a v e h i m . " T w e n t y f o u r h o u r s l a t e r t h e 
A d v i c e C e n t r e w a s s e a r c h e d b y t h e A r m y a n d 
C o u n c i l l o r M c D o n a g h a r r e s t e d . 

S i n c e B e r n i e M c D o n a g h b e c a m e a B e l f a s t 
C i t y C o u n c i i i o r i n O c t o b e r 1 9 7 4 h e h a s a 
r e c o r d o f s e r v i c e s e c o n d t o n o n e . 

f i e p l a y e d - a l e a d i n g r o l e i n h o u s i n g 
a g i t a t i o n s i n t h » W h i t e r o c k , W e s i r o c k , 
B a l i y m u r p h y , N e w B a r n s l e y , M o y a r d a n d 

T u r f L o d g e a r e a s t o h a v e t h e e s t a t e s , h i t b y 
s e v e n y e a r s o f v i o l e n c e , r e f u r b i s h e d . H o u s e s 
h a v e h a d b a t h r o o m s a d d e d , s l u m s c l e a r e d 
a w a y a n d p u b l i c u t i l i t i e s l i k e s t r e e t l i g h t i n g 
r e s t o r e d t h a n k s t o t h e c o n s t a n t p r e s s u r e o n 
C i t y H a l l a n d S t o r m o n t C a s t l e b y B e r n i e 
M c D o n a g h a n d t h e R e p u b l i c a n C l u b s . 

M c D o n a g h a l s o h i g h - l i g h t e d t h e c l o s u r e o f 
d i e l o c a l h e a l t h c e n t r e a n d r e c e i v e d a s s u r ­
a n c e s f r o m L o r d M e l c h e t t t h a t i t w o u l d b e r e ­
o p e n e d o n l y d a y s b e f o r e h i s a r r e s t , 

M c D o n a g h h a s c o n t i n u a l l y h i g h l i g h t e d t h e 
r e p r e s s i v e t a c t i c s o f t h e B r i t i s h A r m y a n d 
R o y a l U l s t e r C o n s t a b u l a r y i n t h e a r e a a n d 
c a l l e d f o r i n d e p e n d e n t i n q u i r i e s i n t o m a n y 
i n c i d e n t s , i n c l u d i n g t h e t o r t u r e o f P e t e r 
H a n d s i n 1 9 7 6 a n d t h e m u r d e r o f L e o N o r n e y , 
t w o c a s e s s u b s e q u e n t l y t a k e n u p b y t h e 
W o r l d P e a c e C o u n c i l . 

W o r l d P e a c ^ - C o u n c i l , H i s a r r e s t t h e r e f o r e 
s p e a k s f o r i t s e i n 

I n v i e w o f t h e s e r i o u s i m p l i c a t i o n s o f t h e 
B e r n i e M c D o n a g h c a s e f o r p u b l i c r e p r e s e n t ­
a t i v e s o r t h o s e w h o s p e a k o u t f e a r l e s s l y 
a g a i n s t B r i t i s h A r m y o r R U C b r u t a l i t y , t h e 
A r d C o m h a i r l e h a s l a u n c h e d a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
c a m p a i g n t o f r e e C o u n c i l l o r M c D o n a g h . 

T h e d e t a i l s o f t h e c a s e a r e b e i n g p r i n t e d 
a n d c i r c u l a t e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y . 

B y 2 p . m . e v e n t h e e s t a b l i s h e d P r o - B r i t i s h 
m e d i a w a s q u e s t i o n i o n g t h e c o n f l i c t i n g 
o f f i c i a l r e p o r t s . A t 2 . 1 5 p . m . t h e R U C a t 
C a s t l e r e a g h , t h e i r h e a d q u a r t e r s , f i n a l l y 
i s s u e d t h e s t a t e m e n t , t h e y w o u l d s t i c k w i t h , 
n a m e l y t h a t C o u n c i l l o r M c D o n a g h w a s b e i n g 
c h a r g e d a f t e r e x p l o s i v e s u b s t a n c e s w a r e 
f o u n d o n t h e A d v i c e C e n t r e p r e m i s e s . 

O n S a t u r d a y A u g u s t 6 h e a p p e a r e d i n 
C o u r t c h a r g e d " w i t h p o s s e s s i n g 1 5 
d e t o n a t o r s i n s u s p i c i o u s c i r c u m s t a n c e s i n t h e 
e a r l y h o u r s o f y e s t e r d a y " . I n s p i t e o f t h e f a c t 
t h a t B e r n i e M c D o n a g h i s a n e l e c t e d p u b l i c 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e a n d i s a m a r r i e d m a n w i t h a 
y o u n g f a m i l y p e r m a n e n t l y r e s i d e n t i n B e l f a s t , 
t h e C o u r t r e f u s e d h i m b a i l . A f u r t h e r b a i l 
a p p l i c a t i o n b r o u g h t b e f o r e J u s t i c e 
M c G o n i g l e o n T u e s d a y A u g u s t 1 6 w a s a l s o 
r e f u s e d . 

M c G o n i g l e i s , o f c o u r s e , a f o r m e r m e m b e r 
o f t h e S e c u r i t y F o r c e s h i m s e l f . H e s e r v e d i n 
t h e R o y a l U l s t e r R i f l e s a n d t h e S p e c i a l A i r 
S e r v i c e R e g i m e n t ( S A S . ) 

B e s i d e s t h e c o n f l i c t i n g s t a t e m e n t s f r o m 
t h e A r m v a n d t h e R U C a b o u t t h e n a t u r e o f 
t h e c h a r g e s a g a i n s t M c D o n a g h t h e f o l l o w i n g 
p o i n t s m u s t a l s o b e m a d e ; 

" T h e m i l i t a r y h a d e n t e r e d t h e p r e m i s e s a n d 
b e g u n t h e i r s e a r c h b e f o r e M c D o n a g h 
a r r i v e d . 

• C o u n c i l l o r M c D o n a g h w a s n o t a k e y -
h o l d e r o f t h e p r e m i s e s , a f a c t a p o l i c e w i t ­
n e s s a d m i t t e d i g n o r a n c e o f d u r i n g 
M c D o n a g h ' s f i r s t c o u r t h e a r i n g o n 
S a t u r d a y 6 A u g u s t . 

• T h e A d v i c e C e n t r e p r o v i d e s f r e e a c c e s t o 
t h e p u b l i c f o r s e v e r a l h o u r s a d a y . 

" C o u n c i l l o r M c D o n a g h o n l y o c c u p i e s t h e 
C e n t r e f o r a t o t a l o f f o u r h o u r s i n a n y o n e 
d a y . 

• T h e R U C h a v e , t o d a t e , s t i l l n o t s p e c i f i e d 
i n c o u r t w h e r e t h e d e t o n a t o r s w e r e 
f o u n d , o r e v e n i f i t w a s i n s i d e o r o u t s i d e 
t h e A d v i c e C e n t r e . 

Free McDonagh campaign 
1. Relay the information in this bulletin. Raise resolutions at the 
local branch of your trade union tenants association, political party, 
cultural body or other interested organisation. 

2. Make your protest known to Roy Mason, Minister of State for 
Northern Ireland, Stormont Castle, Belfast, Northern Ireland. 

3. Publicise this case in your local national newspapers. 

4. Let us know of any activity you do undertake so that we can 
publicise the international campaign on behalf of Bernie McDonagh 
here in Ireland — Your fight is our fight, our fight Is your fight. 

5. Send contributions to the campaign to release Councillor Bernie 
McDonagh. Contributions and messages of support should be 
addressed to Councillor Bernie McDonagh Defence and Aid Fund, 30 
Gardiner Place, Dublin 1, Ireland. 

FREE BERNIE McDONAGH CAMPAIGN 

NAME 

A D D R E S S 

I/We wish to contribute to the Councillor Bernie McDonagh 
Defence & Aid Fund. 
Enclosed: £ $ 
(All contributions will be acknowledged) 


