POLITICAL WEEKLY

B PHOBLAGHT

Repubhcan News

| Sraith Nua Iml 5 Ui

A“ IRELAND’S BIGGEST SELLING l“?
\Y

Sy E I
Wil LTSS

SINN FEIN came out
of its 79th ard fheis last
weekend re-invigorated,
under new leadership,
and with its eyes firmly
fixed on the future.

It has declared itself firmly
for an extensive political push
forward in the twenty-six
counties and a determined ad-
vance on its gains already ach-
ieved in the North.

Central to the party’s strategy in
the coming year will be the campaign
in the EEC elections in June, and
which coincide with the local elect-
ions in the South. With the decision
to contest the EEC elections on an
attendance basis, Sinn Fein is poised
to make the final thrust against the
SDLP in the North, replacing it as
the majority nationalist party there.

At the same time, the local elect-
ions in the South and the EEC con-
test there, if decided on by the
incoming ard combhairle, will be an
early opportunity to go before the
people there with credibility and
begin a process of political action
aimed at broadening the base of
support for republican policies and
building upon that base.

More immediately, Sinn Fein goes
into next week’s Dublin by-election
with realistic optimism.

United and with the strength gain-
ed from its historic past, Sinn Fein
faces the future with confidence.
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WAR NEWS...WAR NEWS...WAR NEWS...

PERJURY GHIEF SHOT

IN A DEMORALISING attack on the enemy on Tuesday night,
November 15th, just before midnight, IRA Volunteers in Derry
sho) and seriously wounded the RUC’s controller of the paid
perjury operation in the city, Detective Inspector Derek Martin-

dale.

In a statement after the attack, the
IRA said:

““Martindale had spearheaded the
RUC campaign against republicans in
Derry for the past seven years.

“Most recently he had personally
recruited Raymond Gilmour and

Jurers against innocent Derrymen and
women.”

His importance was such that he
had his own personal security escort
to protect him and he is described by
the IRA as “a key figure within the
RUC senior ranks and for us is an

Robert Quigley to act as-hired per-

important military and prestigious

target”. :

On Tuesday night, two !‘IOWE‘Y
armed IRA active service units, In-
volving almost a dozen Volunteers,
were waiting for Martindale to leave
Strand Road Barracks. Each ASU was
positioned to cover the two separate
routes which he might take on leaving.

The RUC detective inspector event-
ually drove out of the barracks,
accompanied by am armoured Land
Rover and an armoured car carrying
four RUC men.

Less than 250 yards from the heav-

ily fortified barracks, the convoy was

WAR NEWS...WAR NEWS

shed by five IRA Volunteers —
:w:uusing MYIS rifles, a third carrying
a Ruger pistol and a fpurth a sub-
machine gun, while the fifth waited in
a nearby commandeered car.

unteer opened up O
car, the other three ) n
centrated - their fire on Martindale’s
vehicle. The RUC inspector was hit
and very seriously injured.

The five IRA Volunteers success-
fully made their escape.

UDR major and RUL

A UDR MAJOR was killed instantly on Monday night, Novem- [
ber 14th, when a bomb exploded in his car outside
quarters of Armagh District Council, of which he was chairper-

son.

The major, Charles Armstrong,
was a leading member of the Orange
and Black institutions, and the Of-
ficial Unionist Party, and had just
left a council meeting.

Shortly before the bomb explod-
ed, around 11.15pm, two IRA Vol-
unteers, supported by several more
armed Volunteers, crossed the open
fields around the council headquart-
ers and cut their way into a special-
ly constructed compound in which
councillors’ cars are parked. 3

The compound, and the sur-
rounding area, is well-lit with flood-
lights, and monitored by remote
control cameras. The RUC regul-
arly patrol the area and while the
Volunteers were placing the device
they could see the RUC close by.

Having placed the -bomb, the
Volunteers returned the way they
had come.

On Thursday night last week,
November 10th, the IRA in South
Down extended the war against the
crown forces into a part of the six
counties which had not previously
been the scene of armed action —

Annalong in the Mourne area.

Two IRA Volunteers burst into
the Brackney home of a Catholic
RUC Reservist, at around 9.30pm,
and fired three shots, Killing him
instantly. The RUC man was based
at the nearby Newcastle Barracks.

After the attack, the Volunteers
escaped on a motorcycle and, in
spite of an extensive search operat-
ion in the surrounding area, return-
ed safely to base. A

IRA DENIALS)

November 11th, the IRA said:

“After carrying out a thorough in-
vestigation, the Irish Republican Army
denies any involvement in the shoot-
ing of two gardai in the Roscommon
area on Friday, November 4th.”

And in a separate statement, the

involvement in several robberies which
have taken place in the Coalisland f&
area recently.
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IN A STATEMENT issued on Friday, @ -

IRA’s Tyrone Brigade has denied any ?";‘A’
0"‘"
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IN ITS most impressive mortar-bomb attack to date, the IRA

S

of UDR Major Charles Armstrong’s car

50Ibs was explosives.

At the same time, other Volun-
teers carried out a series of check-
points in the Cappagh area to pro-
tect the active service unit involved
in commandeering the lorry and a

r.
Shortly “before the lorry was
driven ‘into position,. 10 armed Vol-
unteers moved into the immediate
vicinity of the barracks to ensure
the safety of the IRA Volunteers
around the lorry and to protect
against civilian injuries.

Each mortar was then manually
fireq and all 10 mortar bombs land-
ed |psida the barracks, destroying
administrative and living accom-
modation, killing one RUC man
.and injuring 33 others, 20 of whom
it was learned have serious hearing
difficulty and six of whom are
detained in the Tyrone County
Hospital at Omagh.

After the attack, the IRA Vol-
unteers removed the firing mech-
anism before leaving the scene,
some by car and others across
country.

4 devastated Carrickmore RUC Barracks on Saturday evening last,

November 12th, killing one RUC man and injuring 33 others.

Several armed IRA Volunteers
of the Tyrone Brigade had earlier

| in the day commandeered a suitable

heavy lorry in the Pomeroy area,

driving it to a safe area where IF:lA
engineers carefully loaded 10 mor-

tar tubes, each containing a mortar

~bomb  weighing 75lbs, of which

In Cappagh, a five-person ASU
operating a checkpoint as part of
the back-up precautions were stop-
ping cars and questioning drivers.
As the mortar bombs exploded
they fired shots in the air in an

_exuberant al_q;e,
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WITH LESS than a week
to polling day, on Wed-
nesday, November 23rd,
in the Dublin Central
by-election, it's all sys-
tems go for election
workers supporting Sinn
Fein candidate Christy Burke.
Despite a late start to their
campaign, the election team
has virtually completed its §
first canvass and according to
Sinn Fein’s canvass co-ord-
inator, Denise Cregan, a sec-
ond canvass will be fully
completed before voting starts.
On Monday this week, Christy
Burke was accompanied by Sinn
Fein’s new president, Gerry Adams,
on a walkabout of flats complexes
in the constituency. In Hardwicke
Street, Sean McDermott Street and
Sheriff Street flats, the West Belfast
MP was welcomed and Burke was
greeted affectionately by people
who referred to him as ‘one of our
own’. 3
Everywhere the problems were
the same: bad housing, unemploy-
ment and vandalism (the drug prob-
lem has obviously abated). At the
end of the walkabout, Adams
commented:
“It’s exactly the same as Belfast,
except that people here don't talk
about the Brits and RUC.”
Rent increases are also a major
worry to voters and in outlying
areas, such as Marino, the proposed
CIE fares increase of 20% is a major

issue.
WATER RATES
The widespread reaction agains
water rates has been used by a num-

+ ©@The Sinn Fein candidate in Dublin Central, Christy Burke
High Sheriff, after lodging his nomination papers.
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-By-election-
fund appeal

SINN FEIN are appealing for
financial support to contest the
Dublin Central by-election.
Donations should be sent to:-
Dublin Sinn Fein,
5 Blessington Street,
Dublin 7;

or
Sinn Fein Dublin Central
By-election Fund,

A/C No. 56335758,

Bank of Ireland,

Dorset Street,

Dublin 7.

paign have not been Sinn Fein
members.

“One problem we have been
facing is that all the other parties,
without exception, have been sys-
tematically tearing down our post-
ers.
“On one night in Ballybough
we postered three times and each
time they were torn down. We have
people coming in reporting that this
has happened in various areas and
that’s how we find out who is re-
sponsible. In any case, we are gett-
ing new posters up again within
the hour and will put up another
4,000 before the election.”

HARASSMENT

In separate press statements
this week, the Sinn Fein election
PRO, Aine Nic Mhurchadha, has
highlighted both the bias of Section
31 of the Broadcasting Act which
denies Sinn Fein spokespersons
access to the airwaves, even
during elections, and the harass-
ment of Sinn Fein election work-
ers by the gardai. One election
worker, Michael Seenan, pub-
licity director for the Cabra area,
was arrested and held for two

(centre), with his election agent, Tony Flaherty (/eft), and the Dublin

hours while on canvass there with
another election worker and had

ber of parties, including Labour,
Fianna Fail and the Workers’ Par-
ty, to garner support. Waiver forms,
postponing payment on grounds
of hardship, have been distributed
throughout the constituency. In a
statement, Christy Burke has warn-
ed:

“Filling out waiver forms is not

a way out. Most people who do

.claim hardship will still be expect-

ed to pay their bills in the end.
“Sinn Fein is committed to sup-
porting and working with the Nat-
jonal Association of Tenants” Org-
anisations (NATO) and other local
tenants and residents groups in
their campaigns against the introd-

uction of water rates.”

An election video will be launch-
ed by Sinn Fein on Friday, Nov-
ember 18th, as an answer to the
RTE Section 31 ban, and well-
known Sinn Fein members from
the six counties are expected to
arrive at the weekend to help with
the campaign.

Commenting on the amount of
work done by election workers
to date, Denise Cregan, who last
weekend was elected Sinn Fein
general secretary, said:

“We have been inundated with
people coming in off the streets
asking can they help. In fact, the
majority of workers in this cam-

election posters confiscated. The
statement adds:

““Meanwhile, Special Branch men
are stopping our workers coming:
to and from our election head-
quarters at Blessington Street, ask-
ing them their names and addresses,
and noting the numbers of all
cars arriving outside our offices.”

[ By siosHAN OMALLEY ]
THE CONTRADICTIONS in Free
State attitudes to the national quest-
jon have been underlined again by
the controversy this week over the in-
vitation to Sinn Fein’s West Belfast

MP and new president, Gerry Adams,

to speak at the annual Kilmichael
commemoration in Cork on Sunday,
November 27th.

Con Cahalane, a member of the Fianna
Fail party executive, has resigned from the
organising committee because of their de-
cision to invite Gerry Adams to speak, in
case it might “embarrass the party”.

The secretary of the Kilmichael comm-
ittee, Donal MacGiolla Phoil, said, on
Monday, November 14th, that Adams had
been invited as an elected representative
and that there was nothing unusual in the
decision.

For the past few years, the Free State
army has provided the firing party, made
up of IRA veterans, with rifles and a secur-
ity escort to protect the arms. The usual
request has gone to the Free State army’s
Southern Command in Cork for their co-
operation in providing weapons for the fir-
ing party, said MacGiolla Phoil.

David Ashe, of the Free State army’s
press office, said that the request woul_d
go through the ‘normal channels’, but !f
it was considered ‘controversial’ then it
could be referred to the chief of staff of
the Free State army, the Minister for Defence,
or both.

NILMICHAEL CONTRADICTIONS

Times

@The Free State army commemorates those who died defending Britain’s imperial interests, including those killed in the North — they won't, however, accord
fallen IRA Volunteers of 1920 the same honour if Gerry Adams attends the ceremony

It is almost certain that the request will
be refused, as gardai in Cork are rumoured
to have advised the Free State army not
to issue the guns for ‘security reasons’,
and an instruction is expected to go from
the Free State government to Collins Bar-
racks in Cork, telling them not to particip-
ate in the commemoration in any way —

another obvious contrast to the Free State
army’s Poppy Day participation with the
British Legion in Dublin last weekend.

AMBUSH
On November 28th 1920, three Vol-
unteers — Michael McCarthy, Jim Sullivan
and Pat Deasy — were killed during an am-

bush on a British patrol at Kilmichael,
County Cork. Eighteen British soldiers.
died in the ambush, which was led by
Tom Barry, the highest number of British
soldiers killed in a single IRA operation
until the ambush at Narrow Water, Warren-
point, in August 1979, when the same num-
ber of Brits were killed.
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8Y JACK MADDEN

IN A DRAMATIC move on Wednes-
day night this week, the hunger-
strike by Brian Nolan and Miley
Speight at Clondalkin Paper Mills
ended following assurances by Free
State Industry Minister John Bruton
that the Industrial Development Auth-
ority (IDA) had reached ‘agreement
in principle’- with a Canadian firm,
FMI, that they would re-open the
mills.

Bruton’s announcement came in the
course of a debate in Leinster House on a
Fianna Fail motion calling for the re-opening
of the mills and reportedly “/eft the house in
silence”,

This move, which has come as an obvious
relief to the hunger-strikers after a fort-
night without food, as well as to their
families and co-workers who have fought
against closure of the mills for two years,

NS remain at

A |

aper mills

==

also means that a half-day work:
planned by the Dublin Council of Trade
Unions (DCTU) for today (Thursday), in

@Brian Nolan and Miley Speight, the Cl

has been cancelled.
Although details of the proposed IDA/

in Paper Mills nge

FMI agreement have not been released as we
go to press, some grounds for concern have

become apparent. Besides the fact
:rlx’:t.ds\:alu ownership now seems a non-
starter, the FMI agreement )'”" not be
implemented for another 'cnmgm ‘°‘3||0w
IDA talks with an un-named British firm to
continue. It is then wn)awha( premature of
Bruton to state that 'mg gow.-mm,',’" has
resolved the Clondalkin Mills problem”.

EMPLOYMENT

Another area of concern are the leve|s
of employment proposed in the pl_an, with
only 35 to 40 people employed in paper
conversion to start with. Asked whether
full production and full employment wij|
be restored to the mills, ”Bﬂ'.lton replied
that it would have to be a sl//pl‘ned;f/own
paper-making operation to be efficient”,

Despite these reservations and xhg wait
and-see approach of the government it is a|
ready apparent that the long protest of the
Clondalkin workforce and the hunger.
strike of the past fortnight has been success.
ful in highlighting the unacceptable prica
of redundancy.

But it is still too early to say for certain
that the long Clondalkin confrontation has
been satisfactorily resolved.

solidarity with the Clondalkin workers,

No hiding Dundalk housing faults

BY JACK MADDEN

IN A PANIC reaction to a High Court ruling last week,
Dundalk Urban District Council sent workers to the Muir-
hevnamor housing estate in the town to camouflage serious
structural faults in a number of houses by filling cracks with

fibreglass and plaster.

Their action, which abruptly
stopped when a press photographer
reached the scene, was prompted
by the ruling of Justice Murphy in a
case involving structural damage to
the home of James and Mary
Coleman in the nearby Oaklands
Park estate. Finding the council
guilty of negligence, Justice Mur-
phy has paved the way for thou-
sands of families who are per-
suaded to enter house-purchase
schemes in local authority areas,
and who later detect structural
damage to their homes, to claim
compensation.

Unlike the Oaklands case, famil-
ies in the Muirhevnamor area have
not entered such purchase schemes,
despite council pressure to do so.
But because of structural faults in
some of their houses are even worse
than in Oaklands, with one terrace
visibly sinking and cracking apart,
the need for urgent rehousing is
obvious.

According to Mary Duffy, Sinn
Fein spokesperson in the area, as
many as 100 of the 650 houses in

the estate are affected by varying
degrees. Even so, she adds, the pres-
sure on tenants to buy their homes
continues:

“As one tenant told me, the
rents are going up and it would
be cheaper to purchase.”

UNINHABITABLE

As in Oaklands, where the Cole-
mans were only one of a number
of families affected by structural
damage, tenants in Muirhevnamor
have watched as their homes sink,
causing glass to crack in windows
and leaving some rooms uninhab-
itable.

Indeed, so widespread is the
problem in Dundalk that the coun-
cil may be forced to take the case
to the Supreme Court or accept
legal advice which suggested that
the council could ' possibly take
court action against the professio-
nal bodies involved in the construc-
tion of these houses. .

The risk of defeat in. either
action would be costly, given that
the Coleman case has already cost

Resistance
to water rates

POPULAR RESISTANCE to the introduction of water rates by
local authorities has become widespread throughout the twenty-
six counties in recent weeks. In one action, illustrating the
extent of public anger, residents of the Fettercairn estate in
Tallaght, County Dublin; publicly burned 500 of the demands

sent to their area by Dublin
O’Connell Street offices.

When bills of £30 were sent to
each of the 750 houses in the estate
the local Sinn Fein cumann im-
mediately organised a non-payment
campaign. According to spokes-
person John Noonan:

“Of the 750 houses, we collect-
ed the bills from 500. Of the re-
mainder all, bar two, had either
destroyed or lost their bills. Only
two paid.”

Residents in the estate were
totally behind any action which

County Council outside their

Sinn Fein took in their campaign
and it was decided that the public
burning of the rates bills collected
outside of the council offices on
Friday last, November 11th, was
the best way of “telling the counc-
il that on no account would the
residents of the estate pay now, or
ever, for water”.

In the Killinarden area of Tall-
aght, where almost 1,700 homes
are affected by the water rates
demands, about 1,400 families are
refusing to pay the bills. In a

@Mary Duffy points to the serious structural

about £40,000. As long ago as
1977, when the Colemans were
advised by Sinn Fein councillor Fra

burning 500 water rates demands

similar campaign to that in Fetter-
cairn, the bills were collected and
are being returned unpaid to the
council.

CAMPAIGNS
Other protests in the Ballymun
area of Dublin and in Kerry,
where Sinn Fein cumainn in Tralee

@A Dublin County Council official receives a protest letter fm

RI&
faults in Dundalk houses

Browne to take legal action, the
council was advised not to chall-
enge the case, but, having gone

=

and Killorglin are or i
aigns against the img:;liitsiz‘r? :?Tt?a-
rates, are making it increasingly
difficult for |ocal authorities to
receive payment and the issue has
proven so detrimental to the Coal-
!uon parties canvassing for support
in the Dublin Central constituency
that they have agreed to a ‘stay’ on

this far, it will be difficult not to
proceed now.

Although Muirhevnamor tenants
could take legal action on grounds
of inconvenience and general hard-
ship, it is unlikely that they will
do so, according to Fra Browne,
who points out:

“Tenants are slower than pur-
chasers in taking such a course
which inevitably means a long
battle.”

CONSTRUCTION

The problem in Dundalk may go
deeper (literally) than simply faulty
construction methods, however,
and two factors have together affec-
ted all housing programmes in the
town.

The first is the eXistence of
souterrains (cave-like channels) lying
beneath the ground which weaken
the sub-soil and are not sufficiently
taken into account when laying
foundations.

But a second problem, directly
responsible for the weakening of
house structures in Oaklands, is a
natural phenomenon where unequal
sub-soil drainage leaves the ground
arid in dry weather. It was during
the dry summer of 1976 that
cracks began to affect the Cole-
mans’ home.

The question Fra Browne is ask-
ing is whether there are enough
tests on the ground before houses
are built and, if not, who is respon-
sible? Until these questions are

answered, legal action and costs
against the council will increase.

a future date.

= - £
hn Noonan of Tallaght Sinn Fein prior to Fettercairn residents

Payment in this area until after the
by-election,
= Describing this move as a cynical
Stay of execution” Sinn Fein has
urged people in the area not to ac-
cept forms postponing payment as
this would be an acceptance in
principle that they would pay at

»




GHARGES
OROPPED
AGAINST
PERJURY
VIGTIMS

CHARGES against 10 Bel-
fast men were dropped
in Crumlin Road Court-
house on Monday, three
days after William Skelly
had retracted false state-
ments he had previously
signed against them un-
der RUC pressure. The
10 had faced charges
including Kkillings, poss-
ession of firearms and
IRA membership.

Skelly’s retraction, follow-
ing within a month of those
of Robert Lean and Dungann-
on man Patrick McGurk, is be-
ing seen as yet another weaken-
ing blow to the RUC’s paid-
perjurer strategy, exposing
once again the British govern-
ment lie that such men are
‘converted terrorists’.
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@Tuesday’s press conference in West Belfast

Nine of the 10 cleared men
‘appeared at a West Belfast press
conference on Tuesday morning,
organised by the Stop the Show
Trials Committee. Also present
was William Skelly’s brother, Dan-
jel, who told reporters that his
37-year-old brother is currently
being held on 24-hour lock-up in
the annexe of Crumlin Road
Jail, where he has become the sub-
ject of continual RUC harassment.
Daniel Skelly explained:

£ -~
“At the moment, William is,
really frightened, not of anyone
outside but of the RUC. The pol-
ice have been in there quite a lot
and they won't leave him alone.”
William Skelly, who has a prev-
jous history of giving himself up
for offences he patently did not
commit, was apparently not grant-
ed immunity from prosecution and
is charged with the killing of an
RUC man in an IRA rocket attack.
Referring to this, Daniel Skelly

@Relatives and friends meet the 10 men releas-
ed after Skelly retracted his evidence

told the press conference:

“The family is calling for his
release as there is no evidence
against him only his own, and he
retracted that.”

WEAKNESS

According to his family, William
Skelly has a long history of psy-
chiatric illness and it was this weak-
ness that the RUC exploited in
pressurising him into signing state-
ments against men whose names
the RUC supplied him with.

At Tuesday’s press conference,
37-year-old New Barnsley man
James Duffy, on behalf of all the
men arrested on Skelly’s state-
ments, said:

“He implicated us through the
harassment of the RUC. We hold
nothing against him at all.”

Another of those freed, 33-
yearold Harry Maynes, revealed
that during interrogations in Castle-
reagh last August, following his
arrest, he was offered a large am-
ount of money and a new identity
with his family in another country
in retumn for implicating Sinn
Fein members, including Gerry
Adams MP. He said:

“The RUC made it clear that

they would make a statement up,
| would put my name to it and
they would clear the streets of
West Belfast, as they put it.”

Maynes, a married man with
three children aged 13, 11 and
eight months, has been a frequent
target, over the years, of Brit/RUC
harassment, which has included,
since 1981, 10 seven-day periods
of interrogation in Castlereagh.
Commenting on his latest, two-
month, period of internment-by-
remand, Maynes observed:

“This is just a step-up in the
harassment |'ve been getting over
the years from the RUC.”

Closing the press conference,
Maura McCrory, chairperson of
the Stop the Show Trials Com-
mittee, who earlier had warned
that all the freed men, by virtue
of their arrest and subsequent
media comment, are ‘open to
assassination’ by loyalists, stated
on behalf of the committee:

“We demand the immediate re-
lease of William Skelly and once
again call upon all the legal profess-
ion, politicians, church figures and
all fair-minded people to demand
an end to the use of paid perjur-
ers.”

RUC bribe refused

A 35-YEAR-OLD man from the Dun-
gannon area this week made public a
continuing campaign by the RUC
Special Branch to bribe and intimidate

| him into supplying information about

Sinn Fein activities.

Tony Gildernew was arrested in mid-Aug-
ust from his Eglish home under a Section 11
order and taken to Gough Barracks. In the
course of three days’ interrogation, a senior

§ Special Branch officer showed Gildernew, a

former Sinn Fein member, £600 ‘in good
faith’ and repeatedly pressed him to rejoin
Sinn Fein and supply the RUC with inform-
ation on party members, their jobs and pol-
itics.

Father-of-five Gildernew, who had been
having some financial difficulties, was offer-
ed £100 a week in return for regular inform-
ation, being told:

“Anything particularly big on top of that
will be a bonus.”

After his release, the RUC man said they |

would contact him by telephone, using the
name ‘Pat Devine’, to arrange a meeting. In
fact, since his release, Gildernew has receiv-
ed five calls from them.

Gildernew, who sensibly informed Sinn
Fein of the RUC's offer immediately upon
his release, but who had initially wanted to
avoid media attention for the sake of his
family, finally decided this week, in view of
the RUC's persistent and intimidating at-
tentions, that his safest course is to publicise
the incident.

b5
@ TONY GILDERNEW

Tyrone yo

[Z= By JANE PLUNKETT A

A 17-YEAR-OLD County Tyrone youth on his way with friends
to a weekend dance, suffered a black eye and other facial injur-

ies when he was assaulted by a British soldier on Friday, Nov-

ember 11th, near Dungannon.

At around 10pm, Colm McNulty,
of the townland of Galbally, and
three friends, Paul Kelly (19), Sean
Boman (17) and Mark Kelly (19),
were stopped near Cappagh for 20
minutes. The youths were quest-
joned, searched, along with their
car, and verbally abused by mem-

bers of the Cheshire Regiment,
which in recent weeks has consider-
ably stepped up their harassment of
local nationalists.

About an hour later, the four
were stopped again by the same
foot patrol, about 20 in number, on
a dark road near Galbally. One Brit,

uth assaulted

who on the first occasion had re-
moved and examined money in
Colm McNulty’s pockets, arrogant-
ly accosted them, saying:

“Well, did you spend your social
security money tonight?”

Colm McNulty was singled out
for particular abuse by him and
told to leave the car. When he point-
ed out that the patrol knew their
identity and where they were going,
and objected to these bullying tact-
ics, the Brit handed his rifle to
another soldier and punched Mec-
Nulty several times in the face,
cracking a bone in his nose and

inflicting a black eye.

The other youths were also
threatened by increasingly aggress-
ive members of ‘the Brit patrol, one
of whom menacingly shoved the
butt of his rifle against Paul Kelly’s
face.

The youths demanded that the
RUC be called immediately to note
the incident, but they failed to ap-
pear. The four were released after
about 45 minutes and made com-
plaints to the RUC in Dungannon

naming McNulty’s assailant. Pred- [

ictably, however, no Brit has yet
been charged with the assault.
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l BY JANE PLUNKETT ]

A MUCH-INCREASED aware-
ness among Sinn Fein mem-
bers of the importance of wo-
men’s issues was evident at
.this year’s ard fheis, with mot-
ions discussed under several
sections of the agenda.

Many important resolutions foc-
ussed on the position of women
within Sinn Fein, the progressive
character of which won general

Positive decisions
0N women’s ISSUES

fused motion from Derry comhairje
ceantalr, arguing for a shift in Sinn Fejn’
activity on women’s 0ppression towards
joint discussion by men and women
members on the establishment of equal-
ity within the Movement, was dofeated
after strong objections that it woulg
water down Sinn Fein policy and aban.
don constructive work already begun by
the Women’s Department which, a
many speakers emphasised, has been 5
positive focus for women in Sinn Fein

A successful Ballymun resolution
proposed that under a Sinn Fein gov-
ernment of Ireland, all relevant grants
and pensions would be paid to women
directly, “since women will be truly eq-
val and seen to be, and not treated as
Just of their %)

approval.

The high level of interest was
obvious when the topic was first
raised early on Saturday moming,
in an already crowded hall and with
no signs of the ‘rapid exit’ of male
delegates traditional at many polit-
ical conferences during discussions
on women'’s issues.

A crucial group of motions were pass-
ed by the ard fheis which commit Sinn
Fein to a policy of positive discriminat-
ion towards its women members — in the
selection of election candidates, advice
centre staff, officer boards and ruling
bodies. In particular, a successful mot-
ion from a Belfast cumann specified that
in future no less than eight, i.e. one-
quarter, of all ard comhairle seats shall
be held by women,

Successful Dublin motions stressed
the need to avoid jtypecasting women
full-time party workers. in traditional
roles, as secretaries, book-keepers and
receptionists, for example.

A motion passed during a later sess-
ion, proposed by the ard comhairle, aff-
irmed the special responsibility of male
Sinn Fein members to organise childcare
facilities, crucially backing up this prin-
ciple by placing a practical duty on each
cumann and comhairle ceantair “to or-
ganise childcare locally when national ev-
ents (seminars, conferences) are organ-
ised to enable women to participate”.

CLOSED

Delegates also voted, in recognition
of the specific nature of women’s opp-
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ression, to rename the Department of
Women's Affairs simply as the Women's
Department, and affirmed the right of
women members of Sinn Fein to hold

Assombled delegates to this yoar's Sinn Fein ard fheis

GRITIGISM AND

olUPPORT
FOR IGTU

THE ARD FHEIS discussion of trade union affairs concentrated
on two long and important motions outlining strategies for ad
vancing republican policies in the trade unions. Anard comhairle
motion, highly critical of the ICTU's failure to provide “effect-

and economic matters or the national question”, argued that to
advance the interests of working people Congress must return to
the policies of Connolly. The motion affirmed the need for §|qn
Fein union members to fight for a republican position within
the ICTU through open and non-opportunist work “with all
progressive and national forces and individuals”, on the basis of
broad political agreement. .

Proposing the successful motion,
ard comhairle member Paddy
Bolger pointed out that 65% of in-
sured workers in Ireland are memb-
ers of the ICTU, and stressed:

“Sinn Fein, as a serious revolut-
jonary organisation, has to take its
politics into the mass organisation
of the working-class.”

A broadly complementary motion
from Derry comhairle ceantair was
passed next, which called on the ard
comhairle to launch a campaign amongst

and Irish trade uni who
support national independence with
the aim of raising the North as an issue
within the ICTU. >

The motions proposer, Daisy Mules,
head of Derry Sinn Fein’s trade union
department, who pointed out that the
loyalist Northern Ireland Committee of
the ICTU at present determines British
Labour Party policy on Ireland, remind-
ed delegates:

“As a result of the loyalists” num-
erical superiority in the gerrymandered

@DAISY MULES

six counties and the discrimination in
jobs against Catholics, the Northern Ire-
land Committee embodies the loyalist

veto.” 2
A successful Ballymun (Dublin) mot-

¢losed meetings. As the motion’s pro:
poser, Rita O'Hare, pointed out:

“Many women are excluded from
political activity by their oppression.

vl

trade union movement, should campaign
for the abolition of the 1% lewy on
PAYE workers collected by the Free
State government. And another Dublin
motion that trade union members within
Sinn Fein should become actively involv-
ed in setting up industrial action comm-
ittees was also passed, though not before
it prompted a word of caution from a
supportive Paddy Bolger, who advised
delegates:

“People should not think that we
think that every industrial dispute can be
settled by a sit-in.”

During this section also, two motions
were passed expressing support for the
Ranks and Clondalkin workers.

GULTURE

THE IMPORTANCE of promoting
the Irish language, succinctly term-
ed by a Lagan Valley delegate as
“another arm in the freedom
struggle”, was a recurring theme of
the ard fheis, and during the debate
on culture, on Sunday afternoon,
delegates instructed Sinn Fein cum-
ainn to organise basic Irish language
classes and decided that, in future,
resolutions on the ard fheis clar will
be inserted in both. Irish and Eng-
lish. 1

cluding male

vice-president Phil Flynn chats to Paddy Bolger,
Department, focusses her attention on the Mansion House audience

ive leadership as a distinct working-class organisation on 50Cial i1 proposed that Sinn Fein, through the
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These proposals must be seen not as ex-

This year's ard fheis included yet an-
other debate on the highly emotive issue
of abortion. After a lengthy debate foc-
ussing largely on whether or not Sinn
Fein as a political party should take a
stance on the moral issue of abortion, an
attempt by the same Ballymun cumann
to have the sentence “We are totally
opposed to abortion” deleted from the
Sinn Fein policy document on women
was defeated. However, the word “tor-
ally” was removed from the sentence.

ABORTION

The recent campaign against the

amendment, on the issue of abortion,
to the Free State constitution also came
up_ for rediscussion. Sinn Fein mem-
bers’ frustration at being unable over
the past year to participate in the cam-
paign as a party, and their recognition
that the issues at stake went deeper than
Sinn  Fein’s non-ecognition of the
Free State constitution, resulted in the
passing of a Dublin motion allowing Sinn
Fein participation in any campaign to be
determined in future by the aims of that
campaign, rather than by whether it
makes a reference to a constitutional
issue.

And a successful related motion,
from a Belfast cumann, proposed that in
the event of any individual woman,
group, family planning clinic or Well-
Woman Centre being prosecuted as a res-
ult of the eighth amendment to the Free
State , Sinn Fein should take

but as

women In the most positive way.”
Shortly afterwards, 8 somewhat con-

=

®Aine Nic Muvd\-dhl,

Due to lack of time, oth ions i
t . other motion:
this section, Ir'u:Iuding calls for Sinn Fse::
:zmna-gns to Increase Irish language cov-
thagon radia and. TV, and to. extend
© Gaelicisation of street and town signs

T

Ny

head of Sinn Fdn’l.Rolnn An Chultuir during 1983
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an active part in any resulting broad def-
ence campaign.

throughout Ireland, along with a motion
from Portlaoise prisoners criticising the
Free State’s failure to give realistic grants
to lrish language publications, could not
be discussed, :
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] anc'Ie Molloy, Danny Morrison, Tom Hartley and Paddy Bolger
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THE NEW Sinn Fein ard
comhairle elected at last
weekend’s ard fheis is as
follows:-

President: Gerry Adams;
vice-presidents: Phil Flynn and
John Joe McGirl; general secre-
taries: Denise Cregan and Bren-
dan Swords; treasurers: Joe
Cahill and Seamus McGarrigle;
PRO: Danny Morrison.

Also elected were:-

Martin McGuinness (Derry),
Paddy Bolger (Dublin), Rita
O’Hare (Dublin), Tom Hartley
(Belfast), Owen Carron (Fer-
managh), Aine Nic Mhurchada

(Dublin), Pat Doherty (Done-
gal), Martin Ferris (Kerry).

Twelve further members
will be elected as regional
representatives from the newly
formed comhairli regiuin.

The ard comhairle also Djas

the power to make up to five
regular co-options and should
there be less than eight women
members at that stage it is
obliged, following resolutions
in favour of positive discrim-
ination passed last weekend, to
co-opt women to make up
that gumber.

outlining the reasons for his not
seeking re-election this year, Ruairi
O Bradaigh said that the decision to
reject federalism in 1982 — a policy
with which he had been closely
identified — had made his position
untenable.

£
® BRENDAN SWORDS

paramount importance. Such cred-
ibility was seriously impaired with
the defeat of policies which | whole-
heartedly believed in and had pub-
licly espoused over a long period of
time-

““ am very proud of two things.

tle continugd: Firstly, | regard the period of 1969-
Thelnldunng the past year | was 83 as having marked a high point
in ard con le sub- on the graph of the Irish people’s

mittees and on the ard comhairle
itself on important policy questions.
| opposed Sinn Fein candidates
participating in the EEC assembly

struggle for freedom, ranking along-
side the 1798 Rising, the Land War
of 1879-82 and the 1916-23 period.
Secondly, during my 14 years as

head of Sinn Fein there were no
splits or splinters — long may it
remain ‘so, as it will, provided we
stick to basic principles.”

In a similar statement, outgoing
i 1t Daithi O Connail told

if elected next year.

3 “| also opposed a commitment
in principle to contesting all parlia-
mentary elections in the twenty-six
counties whether the time was op-

portune fromar 7

as foreign and as alien as that the
: > IRA would sit down and discuss
Fein ard fheis, with a surrender of arms.”

The motion was defeated by
180 votes to 140 and a further mot-
ion “that no aspect of the constit-

(&
LAST WEEKEND'S Sinn
harmonious change in leadership as well as signif-

BY KEVIN BURKE I

icant decisions on electoral strategy,
described as a milestone in the party’s long and
dramatic political history.

can be justly

“We hand over the great Sinn Fein organisation to a new gen-
eration, more vigorous and more successful at the polls than at
any time since 1918, said Ruairi O Bradaigh in the course of
his address as outgoing president on Sunday. And perhaps the

other most significant feature o
by the overwhelming majority of

f the weekend was the decision,

delegates at the ard fheis, to

contest next year’s EEC elections on an attendance basis.

The ard comhairle proposal that
Sinn Fein contest on that basis “with
an anti-imperialist policy of oppos-
ition to the EEC”, was supplement-
ed by other resolutions passed which
decided that any successful candid-
ates would attend the EEC assembly
“under. the guidance of the ard
comhairle” and “with the declared
intention of working for the dis-
bandment of the EEC as a Europ-
ean capitalist power bloc %

CONTEST

There was general agreement
that Sinn Fein should contest the
EEC elections, but speakers who
opposed the taking of seats argued
that, although not against the letter
of Sinn Fein's constitutional ban on
taking seats in Leinster House,W'est-
minster or Stormont,-it was against
the spirit. They also claimed that
Sinn Fein’s consistent total oppos-
ition to the EEC would be weaken-
ed by entering the assembly.

Other speakers, representing th_e
majority opinion, argued that this
was not so and Sinn Fein elected
representatives from the North, ip-
cluding Danny Morrison, Martin
McGuinness and Owen Carron, urg-
ed delegates not to tie the hands of
the Sinn Fein challenger to John
Hume in the North by an unnec-

essary abstentionist position.

ution and rules be closed to discuss-
jon” was passed by the wider margin
of 208 votes to 98.

Another motion which sought
the expulsion of members who
advocated that Sinn Fein shofid
register as a political party in the
twenty-six counties was also sound-
ly defeated. 5

or not. On these two questions | was
beaten. My paper on the effects on
our political strategy in the twenty-
six counties of Sinn Fein’s abstent-
ion policy was rejected by the sub-
committee in question.

“| would emphasise that | con-
sider the public credibility of the
office of president, and through- it
of the entire Movement, to be of

P
delegates that he had considered
the dropping of federalism to be a
major mistake' and that he felt the
office of vice-president had become
merely a titular one, with the party
leadership not reflecting the organ-
isation as a whole.

He added that he intended to
continue to serve the party as a
rank and file member.

The new confidence of
in declaring for open discussion was
d up by a 1 deleg-

“To fight the EEC election on
an abstentionist basis would  be
madness,” said McGuinness, “when
it provides the best opportunity
ever to beat the SDLP.”

DISCUSSION

The Sinn Fein policy of abstent-
ionism had éarlier been the subject
of lengthy, but largely restrained,
debate when a motion was moved
by the Galway combhairle ceantair
seeking to reaffirm the ban on dis-
cussion of abstentionism as itstands
in the constitution of Sinn Fein.

Proposing the motion, Matt (0]
Bradaigh of Galway argued that
anyone who wanted to discuss the
abstentionist position of Sinn Fein
should get out of the organisation.

Tom Hartley of Belfast, speaking
against the motion, said that Sinn
Fein’s task was to build an open
revolutionary party and that lack
of discussion meant lack of under-
standing. There must be democracy
now, not just a promise in the
future.

Ruairi O Bradaigh stated that
there is no point in discussing some-
thing unless you are going to do it.
He said:

“Discussing" going into Leinster
House, Stormont or Westminster is

ate, Brian MacDonald, who declar-

ed:

“It js strange that an organis-
ation which complains so much
about censorship would censor it-
self. There is a lot of talk about the
Stalinist ‘Stickies” but surely there
is nothing more Stalinist than say-
ing you can’t talk about a subject.”

PRINCIPLES

In another constitutional debate,

the declaration that Sinn Fein bas- -

ed its objects on ‘Christian princip-
les’, was changed to read:

“Irish republican socialist princ-
iples in accordance with the Easter
Proclamation of 1916 and the dem-
ocratic programme of the First Dail
in 1919.”

An attempt to have Sinn Fein re-
adopt the federal policy which had
finally been rejected after a number
of years of heated debate failed by
a large majority, after a fairly short
debate, with some of those who
had favoured federalism putting the
view that this was not the time, nor
was there any point, in reviving the
debate. v

REASONS |
In a statement to the ard fheis

P

@ Ann and Eileen Gillespie, who were relsased in August after serving 9% years
in English jails, with their mother at the Sinn Fein ard fheis
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T would be fitting and appropriate for me to take tl
opportunity to make a few personal observations
regarding my election as president of Sinn Fein.

When | heard of Ruairi’s reluctance to stand for re-election
and when my associates commenced lobbying me to stand
for the leadership position it will come as no surprise to
many of you to learn that | was extremely reluctant to let
my name go forward. My reluctance does not stem from any
false sense of modesty but from what | believe are practical
problems coupled with some personal reservations. | already
have a heavy workload and feel that the leader of this party,
at its present stage of development, needs to be able to give
the many tasks facing us, his or her undivided attention. The
emphasis needs to be upon the 26 counties and thus | would
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have a preference for a leader \fvhu was based in this area.

My election as president has,
as is to be expected, led to media
speculation of a ‘Northern take-
over’ or domination of Sinn Fein
and to quiet little rumours that
| am about to lead you into
Leinster House. My election means
neither- of these things. There is,
of course, as is natural’ given the
nature of our struggle until
now, a predominance of Sinn
Fein people from the six count-
ies in the public eye, but we are
not a Northern nor a Southern
party. We are an Irish republican
party organised throughout Ire-
land, and we are the only party
with a membership in all thirty-
two counties.

On the question of Leinster House:
we are an abstentionist party; it is
not my intention to advocate a change
in this situation. The retention or
rejection of this policy, as with all
others, lies with the ard fheis and |
am happy to abide by party policy
on this issue, as on any issue.

| would like to state that | consider
it to be a great honour to serve Sinn
Fein in the capacity of president
and a personal honour to be chosen
to fill a position which was administer-
ed for so long by Ruairi O Bradaigh. |
am sorry, on a personal as well as on
a fraternal level, that Ruairi is standing
down. | am also sorry that another
comrade for a long time associated
with the leadership of this party,
Daithi O Conaill, has chosen not to
stand for re-election. On behalf of this
ard fheis, | would like to extend our
appreciation to them both and to
Cathleen Knowles who, as our out-
going general-secretary, performed the
often thankless tasks associated with

that post.
Iin general terms, the course
we have taken over the last
few years and particularly the
development of Sinn Fein since
the mid and late 70s.

T is my intention to outline,

SSEYWPP L VW SIVRE VY VB DD s

That was the period when for many
reasons — historical and otherwise —
anti-imperialist politics and the struggle
for Irish independence had become,
to a large extent, Isolated and restrict-
ed to its active base. There was un-
conscious slipping into ‘spectator pol-
itics’ whereby many people who had
previously been involved in the struggle
during the years when the base was
broader and, at least in the six count-
ies, when it had some of the dear
manifestations of a mass struggle,
were pushed to the sidelines. An
analysis of how this happened, or why
it happened, is beyond the scope of
this address and, anyway, | have, on
other occasions, advanced my views
on this subject. What is important s
that a realisation at that time that the
‘situation needed a clear- and critical

i led to the re-
orientation of Sinn Fein towards an
electoral strategy and the orientation
of our policies towards the radical
roots of our republican ideology.

This process was accelerated by the
sacrifices of the political prisoners,
by the efforts of the hungerstrikers,
by the self-inflicted inaction and at
times hostility of the Irish establish-
ment, and by the obvious intransig-
ence of the British government. It
became clear to many that it was no
longer sufficient to be passive support-
ers of the IRA and more and more
people realised that, insofar as the
IRA had established a military alter-
native to the British war machine,

el daliiad
and we must continue to broaden It
so that our party can become the
focal point for all those who suffer
under British rule. That suffering Is
not restricted to the victims of direct
British military involvement. Linked
with the victims of plastic bullet murd-
ers, or show trial and hired perjurer
strategies, or the victims of shoot-
to-kill policies, are the victims of a
decadent social and economic system
which is geared not In Irish interests
but in the interests of foreign and
native capitalists or in the military
and strategic Interests of a British
government and its super-power allles.

Thus we have 21.5% of the six-
county workforce unemployed — a
grand officlal total of 119,843, exclud-
ing those over 60 and young people
on schemes which are thinly disguis-
ed as youth opportunity projects.

We also have more people exist-
ing below the poverty level than in
any equivalent area In these islands
and we ‘enjoy’ the worst housing
conditions in Western Europe. With
the highest infant mortality rate in
Europe, a growing youth population,
and a high proportion of old and dis-
abled, we are Ill-equipped to survive
the ravages of British government
cuts in health and social services,
in the welfare state, in education and
in housing. With lower wages for those
lucky to find employment and a higher
cost of living than any other part of
the so-called United Kingdom, those
of us from the six counties pay a high
price for the dubious privilege of en-
forced British citizenship.

As was obvious, Sinn Fein’s gains,
and the potential for further gains,
have not been sufficient to move the
British government. We never sald
or thought it would. There is no magic
formula nor short-cut in the struggle
we have been forced into. On the
contrary, there is only patient, well-
planned and sometimes mundane work
which will in time create an irrevers-
ible thrust towards independence and
the restoration of an Irish democracy.

would like to take this oppor-
tunity to appeal to those Prot-
estant people in the six counties
who have justifiable, if misguid-
ed, fears about their future in
an inds d Ireland. | know

that they, as or
supporters, had a duty and a respon-
sibility to establish alternatives to all
the other facets of British involvement
on this island. Sinn Fein, with its
increased and growing membership,
began to develop attitudes towards
and alternatives to the social, political,
economic and cultural aspects of
British rule in the six counties. The
results of this work are clearly evident
in our dramatic electoral successes
over the past year and in the high
morale of our supporters.

We have broadened our struggle

the leaders of loyalism will dis-
miss my appeal, as will even the
leaders of the SDLP, but none-
theless | direct a sincere appeal
to working-class Protestant people
who have been badly served
and misled by these same leaders
over the years.

As an Irish democrat and a sep-
aratist, | am opposed to the so-called
unionist veto, but there is a clear dis-
tinction between the alleged ‘right’
of Northern loyalists to the union with
Britain and their right, with the rest

of us, to shape the new society which

would replace the partitionist state-
lots Into which this Island s unjustly
and forcibly divided at present. We
stand for the fundamental principle
that the British connection, the British
presence, partition and the so-called
unlonist veto are denlals, in themselves,
of the democratic wishes of the Irish
people and an encroachment upon
our right as a nation to national self-
determination and soverelgnty. They
are obstacles to_peace. We do not seek
mere territorial re-unification or the
merging of the six and twentysix
county statelets. We seek the unity
of all our people in an independent
Irish democracy shaped by all its
citizens to fulfil their needs. We, as
republicans, have a decided preference
that this society should be a dem-
ocratic  socialist republic, but we
accept that, in a post-British withdraw-
al situation with Irish democracy
restored, we will be bound by the
democratic wishes of the Irish people.

The Protestant people have as
much right to a full and equal involve-
ment In this process as any other
section of the Irish people and will,
for the first time since the Act of
Union, have the opportunity to play
a full part, with the citizenship which
is denjed them now under British rule,
in the shaping of the future of this
island.

Political Protestantism is based
partly on the fear that Irish ‘Home
Rule is Rome Rule’. Protestants need
to be reminded that the Catholic
Hierarchy has seen fit to attack Sinn
Fein more often this past year than It
has ever attacked rabid anti-Catholic
demagogues such as lan Paisley.

Republicans do not seek a sect-
arian state. On the contrary, we
seek a secular, or at least a pluralist,
soclety. We in Sinn Feln remember
with pride that our republicanism
grew from the separatist roots of the
mainly Presbyterian United Irishmen.
They are as much your heritage as
ours and much more our common
legacy than the Siege of Derry or the
Battle of the Boyne. We have, despite
the imposed divisions, tragedy and
suffering of the last 60 years, more
10 unite us than to divide us,

We offer nothing but equality. We
ask nothing for ourselves but equality.
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Fein is associated in people’s
minds primarily with its posit-
ion in regard to the North. In
that regard it is known without
question for its consistent, un-

lN the twenty-six counties, Sinn

question,
the social
which our

centration 0"
we have failec
and economit

awareness, in prison crises and in the
wake of British atrocity, Sinn Fein
in the South has shown the ability

i.::‘:::l Bar';;’ai“n;"oiomw POsit- | to mobilise on an impressive scale, | Party begen e ﬂ)- omlln ;
A n has no place in | The extent of this was seen most | who abandor S |
this country and that the Irish | recently in the electoral significance | of Partition ! e |
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BIum which our
P" '60s. Others
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®e0 further jso-

Sunties  from

alistic view of

republicanism through the media
and spreads a pall of media
censorship even more drastic than the
legislation hoped for. Even when Sinn
Fein members appear on the Northern

television stations seen by most people

in the South they are associgted
yet again with the single issue of the
North.

Further Isolation of Sinn Fein in
the twenty-six counties comes from
the massive harassment campaign by
the gardal which is aimed at repub-

self-

- and

liaans and their supporters, and in
Particular the systematic Intimidation
of new members and young people,
to restrict organisational expansion.

The restrictive relevance of Sinn
Fein to the public mind In the South
has also come from our policy of
taking a position on the sidelines of
everyday Free State politics. Between
1961 and 1982 we took no part in
general elections, whilst the vast ma-
jority of the people in the twenty-
six countles, long accepting the in-
stitutions of this partitionist state,
even though prepared to criticise them
severely, voted for the establishment
parties, seeing and thinking of their
politics in electoral terms. Our elector-
al intervention in the South in the
aftermath of the hunger-strike was
more of an effort to hang on to the
H-Block nationalist vote than a plann-
ed or well thoughtout policy on the
progress possible on electoral policies.
In that election of February 1982
Sinn Feln held half the H-Block vote
and did not enter the Free State gen-
‘eral elections in the following Novem-
’ber, but that vote did show an en-
couraging base of support on which
Sinn Fein has the ability ‘to build
in the long-term.

All this, however, does not mean
that we have not been developing
our policies outside of the nation-
alist question. In recent years we
have been updating, revising and ex-
tending our radical proposals on
wide and varied Issues of economic,
soclal and cultural importance. But
the publication of these in policy
documents, relevant both North and
South, is obviously a process which
needs continuing attention and de-
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from thé price-fixing or dumping
tactics of the mass producers.

Agriculture, which was to be the
golden miracle of EEC entry, has
foundered. Money may have gone
in large quantities into the pockets
of the few hundred big ranchers, but
the twenty-ix counties Is not allowed
the independence to process its own
food in a so-called agricultural state.
It has so little control over its own
economic destiny that its farming
sector is in such chaos that it not only
cannot feed itself but has potatoes
as one of the largest Irish food imports.

How far have we come in this so-
called independent state? Not even a
potato republic!

The social system which exists
amidst all of this is one which has as
its values the alien values of cap-
italism. So the 196,309 official job-
less, up again this month by 3,070,
are not allowed to get to work build-
ing homes or hospitals or providing
education or supplying health services
but must stand idle on the dole queues
whilst one third of the population lives
below the poverty level in need of all
these basic social rights and plagued
by such symptoms of that poverty
as drug abuse and vandalism.

Also in the social context, useless
Victorian notions imported and accept-
ed a century ago as economic and
social controls of the subject nation
remain enshrined in conservative con-
fessional brainwashing which inhibits
the natural spirit of the Irish people.

The disenslavement of women, the
right to family planning and contra-
ception, the question of divorce and
marital breakdown, the invidious social
distinctions which surround the quest-

tailed and

Most importantly, this party has to
let it be known that we have these
radical policies, particularly in the
South, to explain them and to gain
support for them.

)

HE twenty-six county state,

partitioned to suit British inter-

ests and to protect British
interests with an economy of
British life, for all its constitut-
ional declarations, failed to estab-
lish an ability to act independ-
ently in the interest of its people.
The potential social and economic
revolution that could have follow-
ed the nationalist upheaval of the
1916-21 period was successfully
blocked by the partition of the
country and the creation of a
mtu controllod by the natws

ion of , one-parent families
and so on, are questions which we
should be mature enough as a people
to decide and settle for ourselves,
without fear of croziers waving in the
background and without pretending
that such problems cannot exist in
Ireland. But the absence of any real
independence encroaches on all aspects
of life in the twentysix counties,
because of the very nature of the
partitioned dependent state and the
very nature of its dependent client-
economic system.

What hope then have the people
of the twenty-six counties who are
faced with Tweedle-dum and Tweedle-
dee parties as alternative governments?
They have seen each fail to deliver
the only promise which a capitalist
system has to offer the workers,
whether urban worker or rural small
farmer, that a rising tide will lift all
boats. That has proved a totally un-

iciaries of lha sys-
tem.

The centrality of partition to the
maintenance of that evil social and
economic system is not alone high-
lighted by constant republican rhetoric,
nor indeed by the level of repression
in the North, but most importantly,
perhaps, by the millions of pounds
which the Free State government is
willing to invest in collaboration in
order to maintain partition. The fig-
ures recently released by the Dublin
Forum estimate the cost to the Free
State of maintaining partition over
the last 14 years to be £2,300 million.
How much in the same period was
spent in attempting to end partition?

The nature of the neo-colonial
state also dictates that it is impossible
to foster the true national or inde-
pendent spirit in the twenty-six count-
ies because the only possible progress-
jon of that is a determined effort to
actually achieve the primary national
demand, the very unity of the coun-
try. Thus, the separate Irish culture
which does exist, is allowed to wither
and is starved of vital encouragement
at every level. The so-called first lang-
uage of the Free State is denigrated
and ignored while a mid-Atlantic

independence or sense of Irish culture.

In the economic area the Free
State also lacks the will to pursue
an independent course. Having thrown
itself open to the multinationals with
the most abject pleas and attractions
of fiscal allurements, the Free State
entered the EEC on the coat-tails
of Britain. The people of the Free
State are now reaping the whirlwind.
The multinationals have followed a
predictable pattern, using Up their
benefits, pillaging natural resources,
then pulling out for pastures
new, leaving jobless and demoralised
communities behind them, The EEC
experience has seen this process accel-
erated with control of economic and
social decisions passing to Brussels,
where the big partners reign supreme
and with the total collapse of native

industries unprotected in any way

pseudo-culture is transposed over any *

prospect in recent years.
Even as unemployment continues to
creep up, and even as public spend-
ing Is throttled to the tune of 500
million pounds, the political preachers
of financial belt-tightening and mon-

etarist  rectitude cynically awarded
themselves salary increases of 19%
to cushion their already i and

means new spproaches and difficult,
and perhaps risky, political positions
have to be faced up to by us.

First of all, self-inflicted isolation
must be ended in a determined and
planned fashion. Internally this means
reconstruction of the organisation to
acheive maximum efficiency at present
membership levels coupled with the
ability to successfully cater for and
absorb a new and expanded member-
ship in the future.

At a practical level it means shaking
up and extending the Sinn Fein pub-
licity machine in Dublin and provid-
ing it with the resources necessary
for a serious political party. It means
providing the proper research and
back-up facilities for policy creation
and expansion. At a working level
it means that Sinn Fein’s policies are
not just pleasant aims for some future
hoped-for united Ireland but are tough
practical policies which can give
leadership now and provide results
even in the present partitionist state.

Sinn Fein members have to get
stuck in whether through separate
political campaigning, advice centre
services or full involvement in exist-
ing trade unions, tenants’ groups,
cultural bodies and social agitational
associations, always promoting the
republican viewpoint in the context
of the particular aims. At another
political level we must make it clear
at all times where the present system
is wrong and what the alternative
suggested by us would mean in pract-
ice.

The Sinn Fein political analysis
of partition as the primary block to
Ireland’s social, economic and cul-
tural progress and Sinn Fein’s acknow-
ledgement of the legitimate use of
armed force to remove the British
occupation forces from the six count-
ies must be presented in its clear and
historic support for national sover-
eignty.

It also needs to-be made clear that
republicans are not interested in armed
struggle in a twenty-six county con-
text aimed at the takeover of the state.

Sinn Fein has an obligation to
move as close as possible to the pol-
itical understanding of the people
we would ‘represent and that means
to come before it in a way that is
commonly comprehended. A plann-
ed offensive at the ballot box, accept-
ing the support that exists already
and building on that in the future,
must be seriously examined as part
of that overall political strategy. This
means that a detailed examination
is necessary of all the problems of such
an electoral strategy in a twenty-
six county context. Full use must
be made of the opportunities present-
ed by the forthcoming local govern-
ment elections.

IHE concentration of Sinn Fein

work on the ground and in
policy development against the

luxuriously pampered |I'es(yln Shon-

eenism s thriving, slave-masters are
alive and well and dressed in pin-
stripe suits.

At the same time, workers at
Clondalkin Paper Mills are thrown
out of jobs, cheated by false promises
and forced to take the terrible and
ultimate form of protest — the hunger-
strike. Workers such as those at Ranks
doggedly attempt to stem the tide.
of redundancy, and vital centres of
work around the twenty-six counties,
like Dunlop’s in Cork or the Snia
factory in Sligo, close with immeasur-
able damage to local communities
but with hardly a shrug from those
responsible,

F all this is the case then some

may wonder why the people

have not risen up in revolut-
ionary fervour to overthrow the
system which enslaves them. The
reality is, of course, that things
are bad enough without taking
a mass plunge in the dark, and this
situation will remain unchanged
until a credible alternative emerg-
es.

There is a duty, therefore, on those
of us who are striving to build such a
radical and revolutionary alternative
to put those policies before the people
in the clearest and most understand-
able terms to win support and confid-
ence for the logic of the socialist
alternative republicans offer. If Sinn
Fein stands on the sidelines, separate
from and isolated from the people,
it cannot hope to attract support for
what looks like a vague utopian image
of some perfect Eire Nua of the
future. The solution is for Sinn Fein
to get among the people in the basic
ways which the people accept. This

i social and cultural
dependency of the Free State
as well as against the openly
partitionist collaboration must
have as its aim the creation of
a totally new system in a united
democratic socialist republic. That
new system includes democratic
institutions of government with
direct and realistic popular con-
trol and participation. It means
a planned economy which is
controlled by its workers, Which
can set its own aims and divide
its own wealth with justice and
equality, an independent econo-
my which can exploit and devel-
op its own extensive natural
resources, process its own food
and feed its own people. An
economy serving not the profi-
teer but the people, providing
work for all, ith

The social system would be one
in which the eradication of poverty
and inequality is the first and over-
riding aim and its people would have
the independence of mind to resolve
in a mature fashion the problems of
social injustice and deprivation of
civil liberties which burden the present-
day society. The new republic would
also provide the conditions for the
development of a living, useful in-
dependent Irish culture unrestricted
by the need to preserve what is left
of traditional culture and free to flow
as our people wish. The Ireland en-
visaged by Sinn Fein, an Ireland with
a policy of absolute neutrality as the
cornerstone of its foreign policy; is
in so many. respects the reversal of the
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partitioned island people North and
South suffer today. It cannot be ach-
jeved by idealistic talk alone but can
only be achieved by determined,
courageous and practical action.

On the question of culture, | would
ask everyone here to do their utmost
to educate themselves and 10 do their
best to learn our own language, While
individual effort will not rectify
what is part of the legacy of partit-
jon and the unresolved national quest-
jon, and while such effort cannot
reverse the Dublin sell-out on the lan-
guage question, we cannot, as 3 party,
call or struggle for an Ireland ‘nf hé
amhain Gaelach ach saor, nlh§ amhain
ssor ach Gaelach’ if we ourselves
speak only in English. ‘bFearr Gaeilge
briste n§ Bearla cliste’ — ‘Better
broken Irish than clever English”.
If you have Irish, no matter how little
or how poor, use it.

would like to elaborate on
Sinn Fein’s attitude to armed
struggle. Armed struggle is a nec-
essary and monllv correct funn
of resi in the six
against a government whose pre-
sence is rejected by the vast
majority of Irish people.

In defending and supporting the
right of the Irish people to engage
in armed struggle it is important for
those so engaged to be aware of the
constant need and obligation they
have to continuously examine their
tactics and strategies. Revolutionary
force — and this excludes sectarian
violence — must be controlled and
disciplined so that it is clearly seen as
a symbol of our people’s resistance.

There are those who tell us that the
British government will not be moved
by armed struggle. As has been said
before, the history of Ireland and
of British colonial involvement through-
out the world tells us that they will
not be moved by anything else. | am
glad therefore of the opportunity to
pay tribute to the freedom-fighters
— the men and women Volunteers
of the IRA.

quote from James Connolly and
a critical piece he wrote, Sinn
Fein and Socialism. He was,
of course, referring to an organ-
isation politically, and in its
social composition, totally diff-
erent from our party today.
Nonetheless | think his general
opening remarks are equally pert-
inent now:

IN conclusion, | would like to

“Sinn Fein. That is a good name for
the new Irish movement of which we
hear so much nowadays. Sinn Fein, or
in English, “Ourselves”.

“It is a good name and a good
motto. The first essential of any
party, or of any movement, is that it
should believe it carries within its own
bosom all the material requisite to
achieve its destiny. The moment any
organisation ceases to believe in the
sufficiency of its own powers, the
moment its membership begins to put
their trust in powers not their own, in
‘that moment that party or that organ-
Isation enters into its decline.”

As a party which is on the move, as
a party which has made, is making and
will continue to make gains, | believe
the clear lesson spelt out by Connolly
is one we should always keep to
the forefront in the days ahead as we
expand our membership, broaden and
consolidate our base, and develop our
* policies.

Furthermore | believe we should
also be mindful of Connolly’s clear
understanding of the need for repub-
licans, socialists and progressive nat-
ionalists to find unity on democratic
republican demands. We must be
mindful of the dangers of ultra-left-
ism and remember at all times that
while our struggle has a major social
and economic content the securing
of Irish independence is a pre-requis-
ite for the advance to a socialist
republican society. Therefore, because
we are the guardians and the vanguard
of the anti-imperialist struggle in
Ireland, republicans have a duty to
beware of any tendencies which would
narrow our demands and our base.
This is true not only of forces out-
side our movement but also of tenden-
cies within our party. We must strive
therefore to ensure that each and
every one of us has the opportunity
to play whatever role our
commitment, political percept-
ion or circumstances permit.

—_—
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=SSR Infernational support

revolutionary and trade union groups in France, Euskadi
(Basque country), Denmark, Norway, West Germany, Corsica
and Flanders, were joined by Irish solidarity groups from Eng-
land, Scotland and Wales at last weekend’s ard fheis, under-
lining, yet again, the international support which Sinn Fein

enjoys.
Calling for European solidarity
icial unity of the

“not the artifi
EEC, but a unity which gives focus
to small countries and cultures”,
Vital Geeraerts, ' representing the
Volksunie of Flanders, was the
first foreign delegate to address
the ard fheis and was followed by
a speaker from Britain’s Troops
Out Movement who, along with an
“earlier speaker from the Labour
Committee on Ireland, emphasised
the growing support for Sinn
Fein amongst rank-and-file mem-
bers of the British labour move-
ment.

One delegate from the Movement
for Corsican Autonomy was arrested

by French police on his way to Ireland”

but another who did arrive was able to
tell the ard fheis of the struggle to
“reclaim the national rights of the
Corsican people”.

GREEN PARTY
Ulla Jelpke, an MP of the Green
Party in the West German federal parlia-
ment, emphasised the threat of global
nuclear war and the danger to world
peace which the US invasion of Gren-
ada has caused. In a special message

@ULLA JELPKE
for women in Sinn Fein she pointed
out the equality of male and female

Y o ¥ ).
@®Some of the foreign delegates listen intently to one of the speeches
region of the French Communist Party,
who said:
“We want no Cruise and no SS-20s.
Our policies will be decided in France,

representatives in the Green Party.

" The question of nuclear prolifer-
ation was again raised by the French
delegate, Andre le Gac, of the Breton

Exemplary conduct in

the republican

PAYING TRIBUTE to the outgoing president of Sinn Fein
during the course of his address to the ard fheis on Sunday,
his successor, Gerry Adams, said:

“It is said that a week is a long
time in politics. If that be the
case, then 14 years as president of
this party must seem like an etern-
ity. | trust you will spare me such
a long sentence. Ruairi’s 14 years,
following a lifetime of invol\
in the republican cause, com-
menced in the crisis days follow-
ing the 1969 period, when those
of us then involved in active repub-
licanism had a choice between
revolutionary  republicanisn,  or
creeping reformism. Ruairi O Brad-
aigh was not found lacking when
it came to making that choice and
I‘can state with absolute certainty,
given events since then, that time
has proven the correctness of our
position during that period. His

presidency has spanned the contin-
uing national crisis which contin-
ues to dominate the affairs of our
country since that time, and |
for one have valued his advice and
Judgement on many issues where
his experience s greater than
mine.”

Ruairi O Bradaigh joined the Repub-
lican Movement in 1950 at the age of
17. He was active in the IRA’s border
campaign in the ‘50s, was captured in
1956 and spent six months in Crumlin
Road Jail. He was handed over to the
gardai on his release and y

GaliSe

the Curragh.

Elected as Sinn Fein's president in
1970 following the ‘split’, Ruairi O Brad-
aigh was re-elected every year until
he decided not to seek re-election at
last weekend's ard fheis.

In 1973 he was arrested and charged
with IRA membership, and" sentenced
to six months’ imprisonment. He has
been arrested, detained and barred from
entering Britain, the North, and the
United States on several occasions during
his 14 years as president of Sinn Fein.

DAITHI O CONNAIL
Daithi O Connail, who did not go for-
ward for the vice-presidency last week-
end, was born in Cork city in 1938,
has been imprisoned in Mountjoy Jail,
the Curragh, Crumlin Road Jail and
Portlaoise Prison during his long service

interned in the Curragh.

On March 5th 1957, he was elected
as a TD for the Longford/Westmeath
constituency, while a prisoner in Mount-
joy, and in 1958, on September 27th,
he and Daithi O Connail escaped from

in the R

He was sentenced to six months’
imprisonment in January 1957 and on
his release in 1958 he was interned in
the Curragh, escaping later that year.

In 1959 he was shot and seriously
injured by the RUC whilst on active

for Sinm

o

service in Tyrone and after four months
in hospital was sentenced, in March
1960, to eight years in Crumlin Road
Jail. He was released in 1963 after the
1962 ceasefire.

In July 1975 he was sentenced to
one year's imprisonment in Portlaoise,
and three months after his release, in
April 1976, he was again arrested and

not Moscow or Washington. The forces
engaged in anti-imperialist activity are
getting larger and larger.” 4

An enthusiastic welcome was given
to Juan Okinena of the Basque Herri
Batasuna (ETA), while solidarity greet-
ings were read from SWAPO, the CGT
union of France (representing 1% mill-
ion workers), the Central Committee
of the French Communist Party (PCF),
the Finnish Human Rights League, and
many others.

And in the course of his main address,
outgoing Sinn Fein president  Ruairi
O Bradaigh emphasised Sinn Fein's
disgust at the “imperialism and the mad-
ness of the Reagan administration’s
foreign policy”. With particular refer-
ence to the invasion of Grenada, he
added:

“So much_ for the much-vaunted
rights of small nations — treated as
pawns on the international chess-board
between the super-powers.” In a refer-
ence to CIA involvement in the over-
throw of Salvadore Allende in Chile
and the establishment there of “the ruth-
less Pinochet dictatorship”, he added:

“How long can little Nicaragua and
its courageous new experiment with-
stand a similar aggression?”

jailed for two years. It was during this’
term of Imprisonment that Daithi

O Connail was on hungerstrike for
nearly 50 days.

He was elected vice-president of
Sinn Fein.in 1971 and, apart from his
terms of imprisonment and. a year as
general secretary in 1979, has held that
position until this year’s ard fheis.

Ard fheis anamuil

BHI na sluaite i |dthair ag Ard Fheis Shinn Féin i mbliana.
Bhl;Teach an Ard Mhéara plédaithe le poblachtaigh © chian
is 0 chongar agus bhi plé agus cur tri cheile mar gheall ar

Shinn Féin le cloisint i ngach
sa phairti le brath in achan &it.

T4 caighdedn ard bainte amach
ag cainteoirf Shinn Féin agus is
maith a bhf na cainteoirl in ann
na ceisteanna @agsila a théinig
Gs a gcomhair a phlé. Deineadh
na pointl go réidh stuama agus
ba shoiléir go raibh ullmhéch-
&in déanta go maith acu.

Ar ndSigh b'€ an rud is md
a thdrlaigh nS gur &irigh Ruairl

<

ciinne. Bhi'an beocht nua atd

Ddirt sé:

“Foilsiodh an chéad eagran
dér n-iris nua Ghaeilge Saoirse
le linn na bliana. Ni ag ma/‘amh‘
atsim nuair adeirim gur iomai
péirtl polaitiochta nios mb agus
nios saibhre nd muid nach bhfuil
aon iris Ghaeilge acu, ach cuir-
eann Sinn Féin a leithéid ar
f4il, ainneoin na ndeacrachtai,

Brddaigh as
Shinn  Féin agus gur th8inig
Gearbid M: i

mar go g gur cheart
soiscéal na Poblachta a chraobh-
i i dteanga niisilinta

ina %it. Is iomal deor a sileadh
fad is & bhf Ruairf ag fagail
slan linn mar uachtardn.
Labhair Ruairl mar gheall ar
thSbhacht na Gaeilge agus dhein
tagairt ach go hfirithe do
Saoirse iris nua Shinn = Féin.

na tite, nI’ hamhdin do mhuintir
na Gaeltachta ach freisin do
gach aon duine a bhfuil greim
ar bith aige nd aici ar an teanga,
thuaidh no theas.

“Is féidir le Sinn Féin cabhrl
go deonach leis an nGaeilge ina

geuid chumann féin agus is é
dualgas Shinn F&in an teanga
a chur chun cinn sna comhairll
aitidla dagsila ar a bhfuil ion-
adalocht againn. Ach nf féidir
a bheith eg siil go ndéanfaidh
dream deonach ar bith, go fid
dream reabhloideach, an rud ba
cheart don chéras oideachais agus
forais eile an phobail a dhéan-
amh go gairmidil agus_go lean-
dnach, mar chuid dé ngnathobair.

“Sin & an fath go dtugaimid
tacaiocht don fheachtas géirche-
ime Gaeilge atd ann faoi lithair,
go hdirithe maidir leis an nGeal-
tacht, staid na teanga sna scoil-
eanna, cearta pearsanta an Ghaeil-
geora, a theaghlaigh agus a phob-
ail agus go héirithe scéal na Gaeilge
ar an teiliffs.”

Cuireadh ' f§ilte mdr roimh

Geardid nuair a labhair s6. Nl ‘@ cuid des na b

dabht ag duine ar bith ach go

ndéanfaidh 8 uachtardn maith. nfl amhras ar bith ach go dtreor-
Té a chumas [éirithe aige agus idh sé Sinn Féin chun bua.

bhf1 lithalr

cruinnid den Rolnn Chult rtha de Shinn Fein | rith na hArd Fhelse

- Trfd is trfd, bhain mé ddchas
8 an Acd Fheis ogus is dfigh ar an mbSthar chun na saoirse.

\ -
liom go bhfuilimid go daingean




$és on a significant
threshold in the his-
tory of our long and difficult
fmedom.strumle in this coun-
try. Various factors allow us
to attempt some form of bal-
ance sheet which, | su,
clearly indicates, as clearly as
day follows night, that it is
only a case of time before the
reality of the basic precondit-
ions for a final and just solut-
ion to the problem of British
interference in the affairs of

!‘ |E are in many sen-

the Irish people becomes so’

acute that even those who are
at present engaged in their last
desperate attempt to prevent
any progress beyond the stage
reached in 1920-21, in order
to protect their own selfish in-
terests, are left totally bank-
rupt.

It is Mrs Thatcher and the Brit-
ish government who firmly believe
in a combination of rigged ballot
boxes in one hand and armoured
cars, tanks and guns in the other as
the best method of telling the Irish
population what is good for them.

It has always been Mrs Thatcher and
her various predecessors in No. 10
Downing Street who felt they could ig-
nore the democratic will of the Irish peo-
ple whenever the results went against
them, provided their troops and corrupt
“‘law and order’ lackeys were strong and
brutal enough to ensure that ‘Brits rule
OK'. Gun-boat diplomacy has been re-
placed by involving local sub-contractors
in violence and repression, North and
South, when bad publicity internation-
ally and a more economic use of British
lives forced new tactics.

That process, from the counter-
revolution of 1922-23 which saw the
Free State terror troops defeat the rep;
ublic with an efficiency of barbarity that
the Black and Tans could never get away
with, to our own day when law, order,
justice, morality, democracy, human
rights and freedom of speech have all
been so distorted in a messive last
desperate effort to hold down England’s
oldest colony, has now driven the local
handlers and operators of the unjust sys-
tem to try the ultimate big lie by pre-
tending that the problem which brought
about all this misery is no longer the
problem.

good Irish people~who still seem
to think, or to hope, that Fianna
Fail is in any way a republican or

lwould also like to remind any
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WE PRINT HERE EXTRACTS FROM THE ADDRESS OF RUAIR/
O BRADAIGH AS OUTGOING PRESIDENT AT LAST WEEKEND'S
ARD FHEIS

oINN FEIN— the most progressive
olitical force on this isiand

itical options and fundamental principles
as they needed to be applied in that
moment of supreme crisis.

ment of those who took the long,
hard and unpopular road of prin-
cipled revolution at that time that
this movement can still be recog-
nised today as the most progressive

|T is a measure of the achieve-

even a self-

party, of the supine reaction of the
deputy leader, Mr Brian Lenihan,
on the invasion of Grenada. It was a
total contradiction of everything
which Mr de Valera is ever said to
have held in his reply to Churchill
in 1945.

litical force on this island, inter-
nationally and even by many of
those who went other ways in 69
and whose criticism of us is still so
blind as to refuse to face the logic
of the downfall of Stormont, the
downfall of Sunningdale and even

And while nobody is fooled any
by the shadow, not te mention the sub-
stance of that de Valera stand, in the
light of what we now know about the
history of those years in office it is
worth mentioning, if only to indicate
just how far Fianna Fail have drifted
along the road of Free State subcon-
tracting for the NATO powers, compar-
ed with the shadowy republican stand
of a former generation of them.

We know the reality of that bogus
stand. We suffered its vindictive lash as
early as the mid-1930s and recognised it
as the type of Free State Mark 2 scenar-
io we predicted as soon as de Valera and
Fianna Fail took the oath and entered
the Free State parliament in 1927.

Since then we have had Clann na
Poblachta — @ reaction to the Fianna
Fail barbarity and sense of betrayal in
the ‘40s — whose ultimate achievement
was 1o give the kiss of life to the dying
Fine Gael party with whom it entered
the first Coalition. And again, in the
1960s, we saw Sinn Fein infiltrated and
manipulated from the sidelines by Stal-
inists and other opportunists, leading to
the split of 1969-70, the entry of the
so-called Workers’ Party into the Leins-
ter House web leading to establishment

itation and the of
the Irish national cause.

| do not wish to engage in @ history
lesson here, but | think the logic of what
has happened in the case of the faction
which took the soft option of state cap-
italism within the status quo in 1969 is
proof, if proof were needed, as to who
was right in that particular revolutionary
conflict which was based, lest anybody
forget, on basic disagreement about pol-

the personal tragedy of Lord Fitt
and the political Its of the
SDLP.

We hand over the great Sinn Fein
organisation to a new generation, more
vigorous and more successful at the polls
that at any time since 1918. We are grat-
ified that in the 1980s they have at last
accepted what many of us on the ard
comhairle were saying right through the
1970s, that we should be involved elect-
orally in the six counties first of all and
in the twenty-six counties when oppor-
tune. .

We have built and continue to build
on the blood, sweat, toil and tears of the
past 15 years, and we have now reached
a position where the ‘threat’ of Sinn
Fein is seen as the most revolutionary
factor for all timeservers in London,
Stormont and Leinster House.

There is no split in the Movement
this time, for the simple reason that the
republican political activists of this phase
of the struggle have kept faith and are
confident that the rising tide of young
Irish people steeled by the terror of the
British, the duplicity of the Free Staters
and the SDLP, and the harsh |essons of
internment, prison, active service, and ly-
ing propaganda by lay and clerical peo-
ple in high places, have learned enough
from the lessons of the 192069 period
to ensure that there is no going back,
no deviation, no departure from basic
principles in the final phase of this long
hard struggle to full freedom. And this
means rejection of the EEC and Come-
con, NATO and the Warsaw Pact, West-
minster, Stormont and Leinster House.

The logic of the Sinn Fein position is
as clear as the reply which Gerry Adams
gave the BBC reporter in the course of

@A standing ovation is given to outgoing president Ruairi O Bradaigh by th

- B

his recent visit to England when he was
asked why he did not attend West-
minster

“If you do not ask French elected
representatives why they do not sit in
the British House of Commons, then
why do you expect Irish elected repres-
entatives to sit there?” came the logical
and clear-cut rebuke.

any other single word from the

(duly elected member for West
Belfast on RTE, of course. They,
like Conor Cruise O'Brien who
could not retain his seat in Dublin
suburbia let alone in Belfast, were
too busy providing platforms for
Gerry Fitt, appointed to the
undemocratic British House of
Lords after he was beaten into third
place in West Belfast by Mr Adams,
to attack and misrepresent Sinn
Fein and its policies with a venom
that can only be the product of a
guilty conscience.

Like Dr FitzGerald, Mr Spring, Mr
Barry and Mrs Thatcher at the recent
Chequers non-event, whenever a vote
goes against them it is due to “person-
ations” leading to “a serious problem for
real democrats”. What do they mean by
“real democrats“?

Lord Fitt and John Hume, who have

an

ed Sinn Fein and its policies safe in the
knowledge that the continuing Section
31 censorship of Ted Nealon, and of
which that other redundant politician,
Dr Q'Brien, is proud to boast when he
has no better way of filling his column
in the /rish Times, mean that the Irish
people will continue to get the same
slanted, onesided picture of what the
nationalist people think and say and vote
for, regardless of the ballot box.

This is indeed doubly ironic when
these same hypocrites continue to state
that they would welcome and indeed
take notice of what Sinn Fein has to say,
if only they would stand for election.

Democrats everywhere realise that

'vOU did not hear the exchange or

_regular, free and fair access to the media

is a basic prerequisite for political devel-
opment, never mind a party’s willingness
to stand for elections.

But even when we fight elections and
in, against many odds, including a
blanket radio and television ban, the en-
tire process is turned on its head in a
Free State solution to an Irish problem,
and RTE journalists are packed off to

interview each and every candidate that
lost, while at the same time ordered to
totally ignore the winner.

No professional reporting body in the
world, outside of totalitarian countries,
would put up with such a demoralising
farce. They should not do so any longer
in the Irish case.

The RTE coverage of the Dublin Cen-
tral by-election, where our candidate
Christy Burke is standing, will be inter-

for those who sought and gained democ-
ratic support for policies that might up-
set the Leinster House apple-cart, was
the same as that which the Thatcher
‘democrats’ employed after they had
murdered Bobby Sands, MP for Fer-
managh/South Tyrone. When the rules
no ‘fonger suit, they simply change the
rules.

Given the established pattern in ir-
ish history, it is, perhaps, remarkable

esting in this regard. This is especially so
since he had to be cut out of a recent
repeat of a Today Tonight film on the
fight against drugs, as soon as the
Donnybrogk  mind-benders in ‘The
Workers® Party programme’ found out
that Christy was a member of Sinn Fein.
So much for the concern of Donnybrook
for the social problems of Central Dublin!

iven by the propagandists and
political apologists of those who
‘regret’ the rise of Sinn Fein, while
challenging us to the polls and say-
ing they are interested in the views
of the people, Sinn Fein was, is and
always will be about elections.

We have won local elections North
and South within the past five years. We
have had TDs, MPs and Assembly rep-
resentatives elected North and South
within the same period, some of whom,
like Bobby Sands and Kieran Doherty,
have died on hunger-strike or are still
faoi ghlas ag Gallaibh today . -

To us in Sinn Fein they are all deput-
ies elected to the future Third All-Ireland
Dail.

But such matters make little diff-
erence outwardly to the position of
those in Britain whose reaction to the
Sinn Fein all-Ireland victory of 1918 was
the terror of the Black and Tans, the
partition of the country and the arming
of the forces of reaction North and
South to defeat the Irish republican rev-
olution.

The pattern” was repeated in every
generation since then by those deter-
mined to maintain the neo-colonial part-
ition settlement as | can personally
attest in the case of the 1957 general el-
ection, At that time | happened to be
elected a Sinn Fein TD but the reaction

BSNTRARY to the impression

that the political activists of
Sinn Fein are still in politics at all, But
they are 'and will continue to be and, as
is obvious from the degree of concern
being expressed in some quarters about
recent advances, we positively aim to be
in the future.

will not change the forces which
oppress us by attempting to con-
ciliate them or bend them to our
will. We must marshal the people
behind us, confront these forces
and overcome them. If we are driv-
en back, then we re-group and ad-
vance again.

With regard to the EEC, Sinn Fein
rejected it as a new form of imperialism
as far back as 1962. We campaigned ag-
ainst full immersion in it in the referenda
of 1972 and 1975.

We still reject it and believe that the
new liberated Ireland, our democratic
socialist republic, with maximum decen-
tralisation of power and decision-making,
neutral and non-aligned, can have no
place in it, Of course, while it is there,
we would make a trade agreement with
it as have Yugoslavia, Austria, Norway
and the neutral countries of Europe. Our
friends and trading partners in the future
will be found among peoples of a similar
experience to our own in the Third
World.

In rejecting the EEC, Sinn Fein has
rejected the Treaty of Rome and its ins-
titutions. We cannot reject them by ace-
epting and participating in them. We
cannot ‘work in a broader context' be-
cause our country is too weak and tao
small and our economy will be destroy-
ed by the EEC in time. We must stand
apart and give clear leadership in this

f INALLY, a word of warning. We

of the new Fianna Fail ret-
urned in the spring of 1957 was to intern
the Sinn Fein public representatives
without charge or trial in the Curragl
Concentration Camp. -\

The rules of democracy, then as now;

vital struggle.
Meanwhile, Sinn Fein continues un-
der new leadership. On your behalf |
welcome them to their positions and
wish them well. | wish all of you
progressive and successful future.




Dear Editor,

At present it is widely recog-
nised that our education system
in the North is in crisis. Primary |
and secondary schools are starved
of cash; this means lack of books,
equipment and facilities. In addit-
ion the size of classes continually
increases (despite the fact that
there are many qualified teachers
on the dole). The result is that
there has been a dramatic fall in
education standards. Ordinary
children are receiving only a
second<lass education because
their parents cannot afford pri-
vate tuition,

When these children try to
gain access to third level instit-
utions they are faced with even
more difficulties.. Most students
at colleges of further education
receive no money at all from the
government. — not even dole
money. Therefore only students
whose parents have the money
to pay for their up-keep and ex-
penses, such as books and equip-
ment, can afford to pursue a
course at these institutions.

Students in higher education
— those at university or poly-
technic — also have to rely on
their parents for financial support.

Because of the ‘means test’
the children of PAYE workers
are financially penalised, while
the children of rich businessmen
receive full grants. The effect
of this is that 75% of these stu-
dents end up in debt, through
no fault of their own.

Many other intelligent students
are refused entry to higher
education because the institutions
concerned have not got the
money to teach them.

There are two main effects of
these cuts:-

1) The ability and talent
which might take us out of these
cut-backs of the economic recess-

ESGAPEES’ SALUTE

A Chara,

May we, through AP/RN’s
letters page, thank those who
each, individually and collect-
ively, contributed to the op-
erational success of our H-
Block escape.

Naturally, we cannot name
names, but everyone who gave
any assistance knows the part
they played and they can be
assured of our heart-felt gratitude.

To those of our comrades who
were recaptured and those others
still in the hell-holes of the H-
Blocks of Long Kesh (with a
special note to those we left in
H7), we salute your dedication
and courage. We remain with you
in spirit; and you in turn, we
know, with us.

We need not remi Il th

currently erected. These would be
in addition to the English signs.

Conradh na Gaeilge, as a wh-
ole, supports the erection of Ir-
ish street-signs and the Belfast
coiste ceantair has been actively
involved in the work. The idea
has the support of Sinn Fein.

In Poleglass, the response in
terms of telephone calls has been

who contributed and/or ralolcad
ur success, that the full

we will need physical help at the
time of the actual erection of
the signs. We have every con-
fidence that both will be forth-
coming

Pldulg 0 Maolchraoibhe,

ocCP,

Craobh Liam

Ui Mhaoliosa,

Conradh na Gaeilge.

There
Hiasizhowever ibssp RO pROSItION
from the community association
and the parish priest.

The latter accuses the craobh
of engaging in a political act,
which we accept insofar as any
promotion of Irish culture will be
seen by loyalists as a political
act. We don‘t accept, however,
that our cultural identity should
be dictated by loyalists.

The community association
further points out that Lisburn
Council would use the erection
of Irish translations of the English
street-names as an excuse to deny
facilities to the area. We would
point out that the loyalist coun-
cillors have been opposed to the
existence of Poleglass since before
the foundation stone of the first
house was laid and they managed
to have the development cut to
half its original size.

Only this. year the Lisburn
Council voted against the pro-
vision of a library and a health
centre, and within the last two
months the Official Unionists and
DUP on Lisburn Council and in
the Assembly tried to have the

ion remains d
2) Asecnononhecommumty
is now under-educated, and stand
little chance of finding employ-
meny even if the economic
climate does improve.
Students are not campaigning

stopped, using sup-
posed rent arrears as the pretext.
Having thoroughly examined
the situation, it is our firm
belief that the attitude of Lis-
burn Council will not be decided
by the erection or non-erection of
an j Irish ion of

against this trend in
We feel that it is wrong for the
education of children to be based
on their parents’ bank- balances,
rather than their own academic
ability. We therefore call on
everyone — political parties, trade
union groups, and the gen-
eral public — to support our
campaign.

Angela Hegarty,

Queen’s University Belfast

Students’ Union.

Irish
street-names

A Chara,

Within the past 10 days,
craobh Liam Ui Mhaoiliosa of
Conradh na Gaeilge (Poleglass/
Glengoland/Cloona area) distribu-
ted leaflets round the houses in
Poleglass saying that, if the people
of the area supported the idea,
they proposed to erect Irish
translations of the English names

the present English street-names,
but by the simple fact that
Catholics live in Poleglass.

It is our understanding that,
since the late 1960s, the national-
ist population took the decision
that kow-towing to a bigoted
local unionist establishment was
unworthy and inferior, as a tac-
tic, to standing on our own feet
and making a cool-headed, clear-
sighted assertion of our civil
rights.

The local branch of Conradh
na Gaeilge wants to push ahead
with the project at once. The
initial response from the people
has been excellent, but the pro-
ject still depends absolutely on
this support, without which we
would neither have the right nor
the financial capability to carry
through.

In the long-run, it is the resi-
dents of Poleglass who decide.
We need financial help, and in the
next few weeks we’ll hold a door-
to-door collection (£1 per house-
hold is suggested but all con-
tributions welcomed), and later

NATO replies

A Chara,

With reference to the article
by Jack Madden (Dublin rent-
strike), AP/RN, November 10th.
| would be grateful for some
space to comment on same.

Initially | would like to stress
that the National Association of
Tenants’ Organisations did not in-
troduce the new rent increases.
NATO entered into negotiations
with the government to prevent
them from launching a new rent
structure that would have meant
increases of some £20 per week
on every tenant living in a local
authority dwelling. That we held
them to a limit of £3 increase on
maximum rents is a tribute to
those entrusted to negotiate on
behalf of our members.

Secondly, the article stated
that a protest committee was
formed on September. 21st foll-
owing the of the

pact of our victory has nat been
felt yet.

Giro holders

A Chara,

On August 19th you carried
a letter from Sinn Fein attacking
the exploitation of the unemploy-
ed by certain Falls Road and city
centre traders.

In the letter we outlined the
abuse of ‘Giro holders’ and how
they often found themselves in
receipt of lower priced and lower
quality goods.

Since August we have had
many queries as to the identi-
ties of the traders who, in our
experience, have been responsible
for these practices. For reasons
of libel, the media will not carry
the names of the firms — Devines,
Falls Road, and also MD Stores,
Smithfield.

However, anyone who requires
further advice regarding the pro-
cedure. of estimates with: the
DHSS or the activities of these
traders should call at any of the
Sinn Fein advice centres.

Thefe have been a number of
queries_regarding Broadway Fur-
nishings, Falls Road, and all that
we can say is that, to date, we
have heard nothing which sug-
gests that this firm has been part
of this practice.

Despite our original letter and
our complumu these abuses have

increases. This is rather surprising,
as the first release of the negot-
iations was issued on Monday,
Septmber 26th, and the actual im-
plementation was not until Oct-
ober 24th,

Thirdly, it was inferred that
NATO did not cater for people
living in flats complexes. This will
come as another surprise to the
thousands of flat-dwellers we rep-
resent throughout lha state and,
in fact, to the who

There must be a
change in this whole procedure to
ensure that this exploitation and
corruption ceases.

We would like to hear from
anyone who finds memsolves a
victim of this type of

Together we can, and shall,
soldier on to the goal for which
we strive and have dedicated our-
selves to.

We are ever conscious of the
fact that comrades languish in
British, Free State and American
jails. You are in our thoughts now,
as ever.

Beir bua.

Thank you again, one and all.

Yours in struggle,

Gearoid Mac Domhnaill, Kevin
Barry Artt, Paul Brennan, Seamus
Campbell, James Clarke, Seamus
Clarke, Gerard Fryers, Dermot
Finucane, Kieran Fleming, Anth-
ony Kelly, Gerry Kelly, Anthony
McAllister, Seamus McElwaine,
Brendan McFarlane, Padraic Mc-
Kearney, Dermot McNally, Rob-
ert Russell, Terence Kirby and
James Smith.

local cumann’s campaign for the
establishment of a local social
welfare office and the cumann
was searching for ways to help the
less well-off within the commun-
ity.

At present the bus leaves Shan-
non at 1pm and returns at approx-
imately 6.15pm. An estimated
1,300 passengers have used the
service over its six-month exis-
tence.

Some of the major differences
between Sinn Fein’s service and
CIE's over the 14-mile journey are
that:-

1. The community bus cuts
the CIE fare by a massive £2.

2. All of Shannon's outlying
areas are covered, which means
that people don‘t have to make a
20-minute walk to the main thor-
oughfare.

Shannon Sinn Fein also exten-
ded the service to include a day
excursion to Kilkee during the
summer and a trip to Newry.

During the month of Decem-
ber we are planning to extend the
service by operating two buses on
a Saturday and will also organise
a free raffle for Christmas cakes,

PRO,

Shannon Sinn Fein.

Boundary
changes

A Chara,
With prlmally no other nat-
ionalist it was left

The first step towards getting
something done is to document
the abuses and details of those
responsible.

Padraic Wilson,

Sinn Fein Advice Centre,

also lives-in a flats complex.

In point of fact, we repres-
ented the areas mentioned at one
time, but they decided to leave
NATO in the midst of our national
rent-strike for reasons best known
to those involved in the tenants’
associations there at that time,

It may be relevant to state

- that in the course of our recent

negotiations we underlined the
plight of those living in sub-
standard accommodation  and
pleaded for both rent-increase ex-
emptions and immediate remedial
work on their behalf,

We are preparing for a sched-
uled three months of talks with
the government on all aspects of
local authority accommodation
and our dossier on sub-standard
dwellings will be included in those
talks.

Matt Larkin,

NATO,

35 Meath Place,

Dublin 8.

5 Avenue,

Belfast.
Telephone 230390.

A Chara,

On Saturday, May 31st, Shan-
non Sinn Fein launched a com-
munity bus service which operates
every Saturday between Shannon
and Limerick,

The basis for the ldu was. lha

to Sinn Fein to challenge the
gerrymandering tactics of the
Official Unionist Party at the
local government boundary public
hearing in Limavady on Thurs-
day, November 3rd.

The importance of the Lima-
vady Council area is reflected in
the fact that the growing national-
ist population will, over the next
ten years, threaten to alter the
present balance of seven national-
ist and eight unionist councillors
to give a nationalist majority..

However, apart from a brief
appearance from SDLP Councillor
Arthur Doherty (the party's can-
didate for East Derry in the
June Westminster election), who

Frank Harrison’s boundary report
in the local government reform
of 1972, the loyalists set to
with gusto; the unionist chair-
person of Limavady Council, Max
Gsault, voicing his ‘abhorrence’ at
the provisional recommendations.

The DUP proposals to change
electoral districts were descirbed
by Herrison as ‘purely party
political’ and rejected on the
grounds that it was the commis-
sion’s statutory brief to re-draw
wards and not electoral districts.

The East Derry Official Union-
ist MP, William Ross, called for
the transfer of the 85% nationalist
Greysteel ward into the Derry
City Council area and Informed
the commissioner that when the
report came before the West-
minster parliament he would put
forward a vigorous srgument for
his case.

In the evening session, in &
two-hour-long  submission, Will-
iam Ross reiterated the unionists”
proposals for boundary changes in
Limavady town, whose overall
population has only a small
unionist majority, and then went
on to propose major changes in
the boundaries of the Dungiven

Manchester
Martyrs

Dear Friends,
Christine Maron
3rd) expresses her disquiet at the

(November

decision of the Troops Out
Movement’s national executive
committee not to support the
Manchester Martyrs demonstrat-
ion this year.

As a delegate (who voted in
favour of supporting the march)
to this NEC, please let me point
out that the decision was a hard
one. It was based on the fact that
the democratic organising com-
mittee which has organised the
march in recent years was this
year dissolved because one organ-
isation insists on retaining con-
trol and excluding another organ-
isation from having speaking
rights etc.

Those favouring not support-
ing the march did so solely on the
basis that if we went along with
it then there would'be no encour-
agement for the organisers to
stop excluding one group of
republicans.

TOM's NEC consists of dele-
gates from branches plus the elec-
ted officers, and it controls TOM's
national policy. TOM branches
are not controlled by it, however,
and have freedom to carry out
their work. in their own way
based on local conditions and
experiences,

Leeds TOM, although fully
endor:mg cmu:mn of the un-

broad with
the commissioner‘s recommenda-
tions, the only of

around this
year’s march, wlll be supporting

the nationalist community were
two members of Sinn Fein,

On the other hand, three
members of the DUP and over 20
members and supporters of the
Official Unionist Party virtually
took over the public hearing
and set out an elaborate and con-
trived scheme for changes in ward
boundaries throughout the entire
local government area,

- Obviously not impressed with

the di But surely it
cannot be right for some repub-
licans to be excluded, like Finbar
O’Doherty was earlier this year,
when he was prevented from
speaking at the Bloody Sunday
demonstration in England because
he was a member of the IRSP.

Tony Harris,

TOM member

(personal capacity),

Leeds, il




3 latest ’ none
£ Austin ‘Chicken’ Currie, the Ig::l.rsgfg

?3 Assembly member.

x Francie Kelly, a building cont:

% Ballygawley, was charged on Tue;i:;ctt:ir i

};\%‘mth intimidating the said member ansdw;'k
3 venting him from putting y o

! P post i

Iasg June’s Westminster elaclio‘: aar:ddunng
ession of an offensive weapon, viz :;nd ! e

RS lump hammer, : i

Kelly had been taken to Dun
an|

% Barracks early on Tuesday mo?nin';onwi:jrg

\\ Currie — who, in any d

N case, knows him per-

sonally — picked him

and the affair would

seem to arise out of some kind of personal
vendetta. But will Currie ‘finger’ any more
non-SDLP voters or is there a chance that
he will ‘retract’ before the hearing at the
Belfast Magistrates’ Court?

KKk

Former SDLP Stormont minister Ivan Coop-
er appeared in court in Donegal last week
charged with being drunk and disorderly,
dangerous driving and the malicious damage
of two doors at a pub in Burtonport.

And later in the week he was charged in a
court in Strabane with the assault of a local
youth.

But it was one quote from the Donegal
case which really intrigued me. When charged
with dangerous driving, Cooper is alleged to
have replied:

“| was not driving the vehicle and | deeply
regret that this charge smacks of intimidation
with regard to the shooting of my dogs. | am
deeply sorry that the gardai should stoop to
this level.”

No doubt, as the fellow said, thereby hangs a
tail.

* & K

One expert who has put his knowledge into
book-form for the edification of others is a
person who hides behind - the meaningful
pseudonym of ‘T. Law’. <

His real name is Sergeant-Major Gamble and
his literary work is entitled The Text Book of
Close Combat which is available from a Liver-
pool mail-order enterprise at £4 a copy.

The book explains how to kill and maim
people without ‘conventional weapons’ and

ontains 320 detailed illustrations describing
how to murder and injure using knives, bricks
nd sharpened knitting needles. X

The kind of thing that any UDR man gets

to know in the course of his duties.

* K K

The ‘Dowra Case’, in which the RUC oblig-
ingly arrested Fermanagh man James McGovern
to prevent him giving evidence against the then
Fianna Fail Minister for Justice Sean Doherty’s
brother-in-law, Garda Thomas Nangle, appears
to be well and truly buried,

There is no question that the inquiry prom-

ised by RUC boss Sir John Hermon to Fina\

Gael appointee Garda Commissioner Laurence
Wren will now take place, according to James
Prior.

And emphasising the point is the recent
disclosure . that the file on the affair is un-
accountably missing from its normal place at
RUC headquarters.

* K K

John Robb, a token Northern member of
the Leinster House senate, was explaining to
his fellow senators, on Wednesday last week,
how an RUC man at Ballymoney Barracks,
next-door to Robb’s home, had been killed.

“He left at 8.30,” said Robb, “and was dead

before he returned.”
#* KK

On Saturday it was revealed (after four
months) that £80,000 given to a garda as part
of a ransom deal for the missing racehorse
Shergar went missing without trace.

The money was taken out of a boot.of a
car in Clare in July and the gardai are said to
have been ‘looking into it.’, e

If they've been looking into ‘th'e car boot
for that long surely they are satisfied by now
that the money is definitely not there.

* A
Anyone who has been held in Birmingham
ndervthe PTA will be pleased to hear that
Detective Sergeant Brian Morton of the self-
tyled ‘anti-terrorist squad’ has been sgntanoed
o six months’ imprisonment, Two other detect-

A
R

ives were also imbrisoned.
The three were found guilty of beating'up a

British Leyland ‘car worker whom they were

questioning about a theft.
Morton broke down in tears in the dock on
Tuesday, November 1st, as sentence was passed.

* K

Last month | recorded. in-this column how
one Lance-Corporal Bryan Meek of the Royal
Green Jackets had been charged with the man-
slaughter of one of his colleagues in Belleek
Barracks and had been released on £750 bail.

“The official value put on a dead Brit,
commented at the time.

Wrong, | am afraid. <

Meek appeared in court this week and plead-
ed guilty to the manslaughter of his fellow Brit,
who was phoning home to his wife when shot
dead.

Meek, whose counsel claimed that he had

been “zhecking his Browning pistol to make
sure that there were no rounds in the chamb-
er”, was fined £250. ‘

* & K

In his address to the Sinn Fein ard fheis on

Sunday, Gerry Adams, commenting on Section
31, spoke of “media self-censorship even more
drastic than the legislation hoped for”.

The following day, he got a clear remindet
of what that means in practice.

As he was in Dublin all day, the BBC and
ITV — being anxious to do interviews with the
new Sinn Fein president for that evening®
programmes — requested RTE to provide a
studio at Donnybrook for the interview to be
recorded, an everyday courtesy in the world o
television and radio.

But RTE refused to allow this, not because
Section 31 forbids it — it obviously does not —
but because of the fear that someone in high
places might be cross if they were found out.

* Kok

There is no truth in the rumour that follow:
ing James Prior’s hysterical claim that Ireland
could become “a Cuba off Britain’s western
coast” all Sinn Fein leaders have been advised
to shave off their beards and stop smoking
cigars.

‘AP/RN? OM,YEAH.
8y CORMAC

UH-ON! IT'S
TIPPY AND
BRAD!
o

o
)

CERTAINLY.

YOU KNOW | REALLY ADMIRE
YOU GUYS - GOING OUT EVERY
WEEKEND - SELLING THE PAPER -

~GETTING HASSLED BY BRITZ

'SOMETIMES 1 WONDER
HOW YOU KEEP IT UP/
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WHAT'S ON

FUNCTION & CHRISTMAS DRAW
(In aid of Portlacise POWs)
Bpm Friday 18th November
Chlieftain Lounge
Park Street
MONAGHAN
Téille 50p

DUBLIN SINN FEIN
BY-ELECTION FUND RAISERS
Friday/Saturday /Sunday
18th/19th/20th November
Featuring various artistes
The No5 Club
5 Blessington Street
DUBLIN
Thille £1

WEXFORD BUS TO
EDENTUBBER COMMEMORATION
Sunday 20th November
Wexford (St Peter’s Square) 8Bam
New Ross (Irishtown) 8.45am
Clonroche 9.10am
Enniscorthy Bridge 9.30am
Gorey 10am

DUBLIN BUS TO CULLYHANNA &
EDENTUBBER COMMEMORATIONS
Sunday 20th November
Leaves Ballybrack at 8.30am
Dun Laoghaire 8.50am
44 Parnell Square 9.15am
Limited seats — bookings: 859299
Organised by Ballybrack Sinn Fein

MICHAEL McVERRY
COMMEMORATION
Sunday 20th November
CULLYHANNA
County Armagh
Assemble at 10.45am, the Square
and march to 11.30 Mass
Ceremony in adjoining graveyard
following Mass
Oration by Caoimhghin O Caolain

EDENTUBBER COMMEMORATION
2.30pm Sunday 20th November
Border Inn
Newry Road
EDENTUBBER

County Louth
Speaker : Jim McAllister
Buses will run from the Square,
Dundalk, at 2pm

CHRISTY MOORE CONCERT
8pm Sunday 20th November
The Meeting Place
Dorset Street
DUBLIN
Téille £3
Come early

DUBLIN SINN FEIN
BY-ELECTION FUND RAISER
Featuring Paddyandy (ex-Phoenix)
8 to 12pm Monday 21st November
The vy Rooms
Parnell Street
DUBLIN
Téille £2

EDDIE CARMODY
COMMEMORATION
8.30pm Tuesday 22nd November
Carmody Memorial Hall
Beal Atha Longphoirt
CONTAE CHIARRAI
Prominent speaker

SOCIAL NIGHT
(In aid of PDF Minibus Fund)
Friday 25th November
Kavanagh's Hide-out
INNISKEEN
County Monaghan

SOCIAL NIGHT
(In aid of PDF Minibus Fund)
Friday 25th November
Chieftain Lounge
P2  Street
MONAGHAN

PRISONERS DEPENDANTS FUND
IRISH NIGHT
Featuring Erin’s Pride
Friday 25th November
Crossroads Inn
MILLTOWN
County Cork
Prominent speakers
Supper & bar extension
Téille £3

KERRY SINN FEIN
ANNUAL DINNER DANCE
Featuring Michael O‘Callaghan
Friday 25th November
Ballingarry House
TRALEE
County Kerry
Tille £8
Speakers: Ruairi O Bradaigh &
Daithi O Connail

MANCHESTER MARTYRS
COMMEMORATION
1pm Sunday 27th November
Bottom of Oldham Road
MANCHESTER
Prominent speaker from Ireland
Qrganised by Sinn Fein




MIBIIIIIIIII!I to escape

BY SIOBHAN O'MALLEY I

JANIE, the young wife of an older farmer in the remote

north-east of Scotland,

in 1944, billets three Italian

prisoners-of-war. This is the setting for Another Time,
Another Place, on Channel 4 on Thursday last week.

Like every other decision in
their lives, money is the motiv-
ation, Scraping together enough
money to survive means Janie
working at every job available.
Gathering turnips in the freezing
wind, working in the choking
dust of the grain mill, cooking
and cleaning in the house, Janie
starts to identify with the Ital-
ians, seeing herself as much a
prisoner as them.

The few women in the tiring
community are either older or
are resigned to their life of
drudgery and loneliness. A ceili
in the village is the social event
of the year, and is a reflection
of the lives of the women. They

sit along the wall while the men
gather in groups to drink and
talk. The women wait to dance
or sing until the men ask them,
and are shocked that Janie goes
to talk to the ltalian prisoners
when they come in.

Janie, more and more drawn
to the [talians, sees them as
from another world. Her world
in contrast seems restrictive and
harsh and her longing for some
alleviation from it leads to her
relationship with Luigi, the
most extrovert of. the prisoners,
deepening.

A village woman is raped,
and Luigi is blamed. Janie
knows he could not have been

| lllall of l:lﬂl:l(

BY EDDIE STACK

IN THE LIMITS of outer space, in the most dangerous
sector of the Forbidden Zone, the English language will

finally have bitten the dust.

““There’s nothing left between we two,”

says Spacehunter

‘Wolff to his pest of a companion, Niki. Us were in luck.

Wolff is no ordinary mortal
out to save the world from the
forces of evil. No, Wolff is in
it for the clack — an interstelfar

shining example to all of we.
Of course, the appearance on
our screens of Spacehunter —

Only three months ago this
column suggested that a Star
Wars picture shot in 3-D would
not only be an exciting develop-
ment, but would clean up at the
box office for whoever bothered
to try it. Enter Spacehunter, as
3-D as a movie can be. What
hasn’t arrived in the office is
the paltry sum of £600 million
which | demand for my sugges-
tion. Hell, they didn’t even send
me one clack!

The bucket and

Actually, 3-D is a bit of a
pain_until you get used to it.
The paper spectacles which you
are asked to put on in order to
enjoy the process are invariably
the: correct size for the Moga:
doon man (who lived on earth
between 10,000 and 5,000 BC),
but not for you..

If you wear glasses yourself
you are in”real trouble, you
never know if you should put
the paper specs inside or out-
side your own. The only real
solution is to get a nail and ham-
mer the 3-D specs into your
skull. This will keep the glasses
firmly on and the pain will
help you take your mind off
the film.

TRANSMITTER
The movie? Oh yes, | nearly
forgot what we were talking
about.
Yes, well Wolff is a Space-
hunter who roams the inside of

[ &voermor wHELAN ]

THE PUBLICATION last year of Desmond Greaves’ book.
The ITGWU — the formative years, saw an invaluable add-
ition to the literature of Irish labour history, a literature
which has never been vnry extensive. Now, with thn appear-

ance of Sean

llent The Irish icipal Em-

ployees Trade Union 7883 — 1983, a further gap in this

eld has been plugged.

Redmond, who is the general
secretary of the ‘Municipal’, has
drawn most of the material for
his book from Dublin Trades
Council minutes, Irish TUC and
Labour Party reports, the Will-
iam O’Brien papers and the min-
utes of Dublin Corporation City
Council,

Unfortunately, the IMETU
itself has little by way of early.
records, and nothing prior to
1922.

HALF-STARVED

The union, originally formed
as the United Corporation
Workmen of Dublin in 1883 in
the Corpo’s cleansing depart-
ment by a group of half-starved,
semi-iterate workers, holds a
unique place in Irish trade union
history.

Out of the various attempts

to organise general workers in
the final two decades of the last
century, the IMETU (as it was
re-named in 1918) was the one
major body to survive and grow.
Much of the credit for this must
go to the remarkable figure of
Michael Carty, a Corkman who
had been at the heart of many
of these early attempts and who
had to be considered as a
sominal figure in the formative
years of the trade union move-
ment.

Ironically, that did not pre-
vent him incurring the bitter
enmity of ‘Big Jim’ Larkin des-
pite his and the Municipal’s key
role in securing the ITGWU's
recognition by Congress and
their un;

ed support for it ground to the union’s develop-
N i o

responsible because he was with
her at the time, and is torn bet-
ween the fear of the affair being
found out and saving Luigi who
has been charged with the rape.
She goes to the commanding
officer and tells him her story,
only to find that Luigi will still
be charged with consorting with
o female civilian and sent away.

Janie can only go back to
her prison of back-breaking
farm work and an unsympathetic
husband, her one rebellion ag-
ainst the restrictions of her life
crushed.

KNOCKERS
Desperately seeking a way
out from life on the dole, Seam-
us and his friends become
Kk

youths from London’s East End
buy up a load of brushes, dus-
ters, rubber gloves etc. They
travel to the suburbs in an old
van, and sell the stuff from door
to door, pretending that the
profits are for charity.

This true story shows the
knockers making a fair bit of
money, as their youth and dis-
arming patter make sales easy.
However, rival gangs react viol-
ently to this encroachment on
their territory and running batt-
les become part of their daily
experience as salesmen.

A few of their prospective
Ccustomers are suspicious of the
charity claim, and inform the
police and they are warned
about making false claims in or-
der to sell their goods.

The temptation to resort to
this type of work could easily
lead to more serious dishonesty
with tragic results, and shows
the urgent need for something
to be done about youth unem-

The i

k — selling
goods from door to door.
Knockers was the first of eight
documentary/drama  program-
mes in a new seriés on Chan-
nel 4 on Thursday, Our Lives.

a film studio, excuse me,
roams outer space looking for
bounty which he ¢can bring back
and earn himself some clack. He
hears on his transmitter parti¢le
converter (his radio) that three
girls have landed in the For-
bidden Zone and must be
brought back to, em, wherever
they were before they went into
the Forbidden Zone. But as
Wolff arrives the three girls, who
resemble nothing better than

brush

during the 1913 lock-out.
To Larkin, the IMETU, who

glib politicians that young peo-
ple should show initiative and
get up and make their own work
are empty and meaningless sol-
utions.

,/2%'6‘2% /A//WWW//

©® Seamus, one of the knockery’, tries to earn a few bob to supple-

ment his dole money

ﬂéﬁzﬂfa‘ﬁ;‘,’% E‘q

three Playmates of the Year,
are captured by the forces of
the dreaded Overdog. These
three girls put up a spirited de-
fence which is best summed up
by the dialogue:

“Eeek! Unhand me, you
beastiel” ¥

They are quickly overcome.

Wearily Wolff gets into his
car (well a Dinky truck filmed
really close up), but does not

ment while still satisfying, in its
pains-taking detail, those mainly

on a

council vote to secure their
claims for improvement of pay
and conditions and so were on
good terms with as many coun-
cillors as possible, were ‘coll-
aborationist’.

Larkin’s attitude was colour-
ed by his understandable hatred
for the majority of the coun-
cillors, who regarded him as a
dangerous threat to their class
interests. Still, it was another
unhappy example of Larkin's in-
ability to see anything valid in a
view-point other than his own.

ESTABLISHED

By 1920, the IMETU had
succeeded in substantially rais-
ing the real pay of its members,
as well as securing a pension
scheme, an eight-hour day, paid
leave and annual leave.

Solidly established, it was to
act for many years afterwards as
an industrial pace-setter for ot-
hers.

One of the book’s great
strengths is its unfailing ability
to sketch out the political back-

in the ‘bread and
butter’ side of things. This is
best seen in the chapters dealing
with the new Free State gov-
ernment’s anti-union offensive
in the ‘20s, and the battle against
wnge-freoling during the ‘Emer-
jen

The episodes of the ‘50-
shilling men’ in 1925 and the
disastrous strike of 1940 are of
special interest, as is the union's
role in the ITUC/CIU split of
the “40s and ‘50s. The leading
role of individuals like Tommy
Lawlor and Robert Tynan, both
at union.and wider Dublin lab-
our movement level, is very well
brought out.

TAN WAR

For republicans, particular
interest will attach to the
union’s  contribution in the
Black and Tan War.

They had two members,
Peter Cassidy and John Gaffney,
also executed by ‘Staters’ in the
Civil War, as well as having ti
assistant  general-secretary
terned and their union hall
hudlv damaged in lhl ﬂnhtinn-

S i R

know how to follow the missing
girls. Well, who does he meet
but someone who can show him
the way. How fortunate for we,
us were thinking the film was
ending.

Niki can show Wolff how to
find the girls. Like Wolff she
is an Earther. But unlike him
she does not think, she brain-
works. It looks painful. Scan-
ning the horizon, she points
the wty for Wolff to follow.

In 3-D it looks like she’s
her finger up your nose.
Meanwhile, back in the Cas-
tle of the Overdog (a man who
could cow you in absolute
terror if you could get over
laughing at his name), the Play-
mates are up to their skimpy
garments in trouble. The Over-

,dog wants them for their life

force. But you've got to hand it
to these girls, they never stop
fighting. “Eeek!” they cry.

RESCUE

But where is Wolff? Can he
rescue the girls before they are
ravaged by Overdog?

Niki is a pest. She keeps
wanting to stay with Wolff.
Despite himself, Wolff falls in
love with her. This is under-
standable — outside the- Play-
mates she is the only woman in
the universe. But will he make
love to her or will he sex con-
struct? You'll have a hard time
brainworking it all out.

“Heaven help we,” he tells
her. And you know what he
means.

Imagine ‘the dangers they
must now face when they take
on Overdog. But Wolff has a
secret ‘weapon. He can kill
Overdog with his acting. Then
he can rescue the Playmates and
even earn a lot of clack. And
then they can live happily ever
after, taking nershment when
they want to eat. Pardon me
when they want to 'oodmka.

& THE IRISH

MUNICIPAL EM
TRADE UNION donc

1885

around the Four Courts.
This book is a fascinatin
slice nat only of trade union his-

-1983

The Irish Municipal Employ-
9 -rmuman 1883 — 1983,

tory butalso of
hldilv recommended.
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REM EM

BY PETER O
FOLLOWING the failure of th,

the fight against the enemy.

On several occasions he had many
narrow escapes from death, but none
so close as on the night in 1799 when
Samuel McAllister gave his life 10 save
him. McAllister, a Protestant and a
native of County Antrim, had fought
with the Northern United Irishme , but
came South after the defeat in the North
and joined Dwyer’s guerrilla army in
Wicklow.

On the night of November 17th,
1799, Dwyer and McAllister, with a
number of comrades, were asleep in a
cottage at Derrynamuck in the Glen of
Imaal. Word was brought to them that
a large company of English soldiers
and yeomen were approaching.

Suas (soo-us) — up

Sios (shee-us) — down
Thuas (hoo-us) — above
Thios (hee-us) — below

An luchég (un luchoge) — the mouse
An naomh (un nayuv) — the saint
Urlér (orrlawr) — floor

Ar neamh (err nyav) — in Heaven

An cnoc (un knuk) — the hill

An bun (un bun) — the bottom

LAGAN VALLEY Sinn Fein have
recently acquired another caravan
which they have opened as a second
advice centre in the area. Richard
McAuley, Sinn Fein’s constituency
representative, said:

“Sinn Fein gave a commitment dur-
ing last June’s Westminster elections that
we would improve our organisation and
constituency service. Our acquisition of
a second, larger, caravan is proof of our
seeking to fulfil this commitment.

‘“We now have an advice centre in
Twinbrook and Poleglass and by the
early part of the new year | am confid-
ent we shall be extending our service to
the rural areas of Glenavy.”

“THE NEXT Labour government should profoundly apologise, to the

Irish people for the past 800 years

said Strathclyde Labour Councillor Jim McKechnie at a pub!ic meeting
in Castlemilk, in Glasgow, on Friday, November 11th, organised by the

Labour Committee on Ireland.

Joe Leathem, from Lagan Valley
Sinn Fein, spoke about Sinn Fein's
recent electoral successes, and affirmed
Sinn Fein’s support for the armed
struggle. Jackie Fitzpatrick from the
Stop the Show Trials Committee, in
Belfast, told the crowd how fabricated
and uncorroborated ‘evidence’ was being
used to convict innocent men. and

x e 1
‘the Wicklow mountains where, w.uzsfm'l',"{}‘ Michael
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POST
N act of heroism

ROURKE

Dwyer returned to
nited Irishmen, he continued

The cottage was surrounded and
Dwyer was called upon to surrender, The
demand was refused and in a fierce
l.gt}:, Which lasted several hours, Mc-
Allister was badly wounded. With the
roof of the cottage on fire, there seemed
1o be no chance for any of the occupants
to escape.

McAllister, armed with a musket and
standing upright at the entrance of the
cottage illuminated by the flames,
opened fire on the besiegers. The mili-
tary returned the fire and closed in
u‘pon the cottage which was burning
fiercely. Dwyer and his two comrades
awailing of McAllister’s heroism, broke
through the ranks of the attackers to

THE pronunciation given in brackets 13
85 near 5 possible 1o the sound,

CH is sounded as in LOCH ERNE.

D and T before A, O and U are thick,
spoken with the tongue pressed against
the upper front teeth.

and GH are like a G far back in
the throat almost a gargle.

D’imigh 5§ suas an cnoc — He went
up the hill.

T4 an t-fan thuas ar an gcrann — The
bird is above on the tree.

Thit Seéin sfos an cnoc — John fell down
the hill, -

Ta s& thios ag an mbun (mun) — He is
down at the bottom..

Rith an luchég suas go dtf an barr — The.
mouse ran up to the top.
T4 an naomh thuas ar neamh — The saint
is above in Heaven.
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@®MICHAEL DWYER

reach the safety of the Imaal mountains.
. Samuel McAllister was killed in act-
ion against the English forces in the early
hours of November 18th, 1799.

cl7bh!ul| an pingin? — Where is the pen-
ny

T4 6 thios at an urlar — It is below on
the floor.

Rith sé sios. T4 sé.thfos — He ran down.
He is below.

Shidl sf suas. T4 si thuas — She ran up.
She is above.

PHRASES
Thuas seal, thios seal (hoo-us shal, hee-
us shal) — above for a while, below for
a while (life’s ups and downs).
An t6 a bhfonn thuas (un tay uh vee-un
hoo-us) — He who is above thriving, (im-
portant).

ir sfos & (kuir-shee-us ay) — put it
down.
NF féidir liom cur suas leis (nee faydir

lyum kur soo-us lesh) — | can‘t stand

him, it (put up with him, it).

of British misrule and then get out,

women.
On Saturday, November 12th,
banner commemorating the Twinbrool

Martyrs was presented by Joe Leathem,
on behalf of Sinn Fein, to_the Glas-

gow band of that name, and the twe

Irish visitors later attended a large dem-

onstration at Linwood attended b
eight republican bands.
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® JACKIE FITZPATRICK

Republican diary

THE 1984 Republican Diary (reviewed
in last week’s AP/RN), sure to be a pop-
ular Christmas present for republicans to
receive or to give, Is now available from
Sinn Fein at 44 Parnell Square, Dublin 1

The pocket-sized diary contains vital
items such as articles on your rights if
stopped in either the North or the South;
2 media list with telephone numbers of
TV and radio stations, newspapers lr_ni
magazines; telephone numbers: of air-
ports, seaports, bus and train stations;
and all the usual diary facilities.

Also included are articles entitled
Freedom struggle in Ireland, Internat-
ional Women's Day, The lrish language,
The anti-nuclear movement, and a num-
ber of historical pieces, together with
names and addresses of Irish language

Repedblicdn di

organisations and women's organisations.

The Republican Diary costs £1.76
from the usual outlets or £2 by post
from Sinn Fein.

Draw results

Dundalk An Cumann Cabhrach

BURNS, Sean; McKERR, Gervaise; TO-
MAN, Eugene. (1st Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vols Sean
Burns, Gervalse McKerr and Eugena Tom-
an who wers murderad by the RUC on
“November 11th 1982. Fualr_siad bffs ar
SONn na saolrse. Alway membered by
the Lurgan POWs In Portlsolse.
BURNS, Sean; McKERR, Gervaise; TO-
MAN, Eugene. (1st Anniversary). In lov-
Ing memory of our dear friends ‘Seanbo’
Burns, Gervalse McKerr and Eugenas To-
man who were murdered by tha flst
RUC on November 11th 1982, Thug slad
a_ralbh acu ar sof irse muintir na h-
Ireann. Remembered always by the Kii-
wilkle youths In North Lurgan.
BURNS, Sean; McKERR, Gervalse; TO-
MAN, (1st Annlversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vois Sean
Burns, Gervalse McK Eugene
Toman, who were murdered by the RUC
on November 11th 1982. Aiways re-
membered by Pauline, Noel and fam-
Ily, Dundalk.
BURNS, Sean; McKERR, Gervalse; TO-
MAN, Eugene. (1st Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vols Sean
Burns, Gervalse McKerr and Eugene To-
man who were murdered by the RUC on
November 11th 1982. Always remem-
bered by Noel Magee.
BURNS, Sean; McKERR, Gervalse; TO-
MAN, Eugene. (1st Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Volis Sean
Burns, Gervalse McKerr and Eugene To-
man who waere murdered by the RUC on
November 11th 1982. “I belleve and
stand by the God-given right of th
Ish nation to sovereign Independence and
the right of every Irishman and Irish-
woman to assert this right in armed rev-
olution.” Always .remembered by the
MaStay famlly, Lurgan.
BURNS, Sean; McKERR, Gervaise; TO-
MAN, Eugene. (1st Anniversary). In
proud and lovings memery of Vols Sean
Burns, Gervalse McKerr and Eugene To-
man, Oglalgh na hEireann, who were
mardered by the RUC on November
11th 1982. Fondly remembered by the
Magulre family, Enniskillen.
CROSSEY, Michael. (12th Anniversary)
The 13 Battallon, North Armagh Bi
gade, Oglalgh na hEireann, remembers
with pride Vol Michael Crossey who was
kllled on active service on November
22nd 1971. | measc laochra na nGael
go raibh a anam.
CROSSEY, Michael. (12th Anniversary).
In proud ‘and loving memory of Vol
Michael Crossey, Oglaigh na hEireann,
who was killed in action on November.
22nd 1971. Mary, Queen of the Gael,
pray for him. Fondly remembered by his
loving famlly and friends.
CROSSEY, Michael. (12th Anniversary).
In proud ‘and loving memory of Vol
Michael Crossey, Oglaigh na hEireann,
who was killed [n action on ‘November
22nd 1971. Mary, Queen of the Gael,
pray for him. Always remembered by his
loving brother Patsy, sister-in-law Ann
and famlly.

CROSSEY, Michasl. (12th Anniversary).
In ud and loving memory of Vol
Michael Crossgy, North Armagh Brigade,
Oglaigh na hEireann, who was killed In
actlon on November 22nd 1971. Mary,
Queen of Ireland, pray for him. Always
remembered by Ellesn, Gerry and fam-
Hy.

CROSSEY, Michasl. (12th Anniversary),
in proud and loving memory of Vol
Michsel Crosgey, North Armagh Brigade,
Oglaigh na hEirsann, who died on active
service on November 22nd 1971. Re-
membered always by members of the
North Armagh Sinn Féin comhairie cean-
talr and by all the Sinn Féin cumainn in
South Armagh. 3
McDADE, James. (9th Anniversary). in
proud and loving memory of Vol James
who was killed In active service
In England on November 14th 1974.
Always remembered by Danny McGett-
igan, wife and family.

MCcVERRY, Michael. (10th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Michael McVerry, Oglaigh na hEireann,
South Armagh, who was shot dead on
active service on November 15th 1973.
Chaith sé a shaol ag obalr ar son na Pob-
lachta. Always remembered by his
friends and comrades In Oglalgh na hEir-
eann, South Armagh.

McVERRY, Michael. (10th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Michael McVerry who was killed on act-
ive sarvice on November 15th 1973.
Always remembered by the McVerry and
Thompson familles, Skerriss, Cullyhanna.
MCVERRY, Michael. (10th Anniversary).
in proud and loving memory of Vol
Michael McVerry who was killed on act-
Ive service on November 15th 1973. Al-
ways remembered with pride by the
Michael McVerry Sinn Féin cumann,
Cullyhanna.

McVERRY, Michael. (10th Annfversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Michael McVerry who was kilied on act-
Ive service on November 15th 1973,
Always remembered by the South Ar-
magh Sinn Féin comhairle ceantalr.
McVERRY, Michael. (10th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Michael McVerry, Oglaigh na héireann,
who was killed on active service on Nov-
ember 15th 1973. Always remembered
by the Barney Morrls Sinn Féin cumann,
Crossmaglen.

ROONEY, John. (9th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol John
Rzonly. Belfast Brigade, Oglalgh na
hEireann, who dled on active service on
No r 15th 1974. Fualr s6, bis ag
trold ar son saolrse muintir na hEireann.
Never forgotten by his friends and com-
rades In the Belfast Brigade.

ROONEY, John. (9th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol John
Rooney, Belfast Brigade, Oglaigh na
hEireann, who was killed on active ser-
vice on November 15th 1974. Always
remembered and sadly missed by his
:n[:kmu Eugene and sister Anne, Dun-
alk.

DARRAGH. The POWs In Armagh, Long
Kesh, Magliligan, Crumlin Road and in
Jalls In England learn with deep regret of
the death of A. Darragh, father of our
friend and comrade Sfle. Most heartfeit
condolences are extended to all the Darr-
agh family.

DARRAGH. The Sinn Feln POW Depart-
ment extends deepest sympathy to our
comrade Sfia and all the Darragh family

on the death of thelr father.
DARRAGH. West Belfast Sinn Féin
combhalrle ceantair extends sympathy to
Sfle Darragh and to all the Darragh fam-
ily clrcle, Short Strand, on the death of
their father,

DUFFY. The Terence McSwiney Sinn
Féln cumann, Hammersmith, London,
extends deepest sympathy to the family.
of Annle Duffy.

NOLAN. The Frank Dwyer Sinn Féin
cumann, Blessington, extends sincere
sympathy to the family and friends of
the late Catherine Nolan, Rockytoll,
Blessington. May she rest In peace.

BEATTIE, Christine. (Armagh). Keep
the heart up, Bap. Tlocfaldh r 3. Best
wishes from a friend. UTP.

McCONVEY, - Eamonn. (Magllligan).
Happy birthday, Eamonn. It won't
be long now. Meanwhile, keep up the
studies and your chin. Love from moth-
er, r, Sam, Nora, Llam, Marla, Ber-
nard, Vivien, Gavin and Lesley.
McCONVEY, Eamonn., (Magliligan). L&
breithe sona dult, amonn. T4 sdll
agam go mbeldh cuairt elle agam rolmh |
bhfad, Gréinne.

MCcGETTIGAN, Sean. (Portlaolse), Hap-
py birthday and all of the best wishes.
T4 siill againn go mbainfigh td taitneamh
as. Le gach defghul & Eamonn, Déirf
agus clann Mhic Mhurchd sa Rinn 1|
bPortldlrge.

McGINLEY, Marty. (Magllligan). Happy
Bow. Many happy returns
and Patrick. xxx

+ Marty. (Magilligan). Happy.
Bow. Hurry home so your
da can get that wee bottle open. Lots
of love and best wishes from mum and
dad, xxx 2

McGINLEY, Marty.

1 0. 2. 8.8.2.9.0 0. 8.6 ¢ 6.2.2.9.8.9.8¢

SOLIDARNTYVAGREETINGS)

only your birthdays but our first year of
friendship. ‘Status’ and ‘Horlicks’, your
gift of friendship has made me weaithy.
The best of times, the worst of times,
the best of friends. Happy birthday and
happy anniversary. Next year, we cele-
brate In Belfast. Love from the mad
hatter In White Plains. UTP. xxx

MURTAGH, Geordle. (Long Kesh). Sol-
Idarity greetings and happy birthday to
Geordle on his 25th (halhal). May your
next birthday be celebrated in freadom.

From all your frlends in Rockland
County INA. UTI
RNEY, Paul.. -(Durham). Happy

birthday to ‘Foxy's' friend In England.
We promise to save you a plece of cake
and a shot of Paddy. The Rockland
Rebels support repatriation and remiss-

s
=

best from
and er-name’,
Rockland County INA. UTP, xxx.
NORNEY, Paul. (Durham). Greetings on
your 26th birthday, Paul. Keep the
chin up. Tiocfaidh &r 14, From Stephen.
U

Al
O'HAGAN, Paddy;

BOYLE, Dermot.

Hap)
birthday, Bow. Hope your next one Is
spent In freedom. All our love from
Marle and John. xxx

MCGINLEY, Marty. (Magllligan). Happy
birthday, Bow. See you real soon. From

Leather Maureen

c/o Louth County Hospital; crafted tea
tray: P. McDonagh, St Helen's Crescent,
Dundalk; leat wallet: R. King, T
Crescent, Dundalk.

Dundalk Sinn Fein
Black & white portable TV: Loretta
Arrowsmith, Cedarwood Park, Coxes
Demesne, Dundalk.

Fermanagh Sinn Fein

£100: Frank Brown, Newtownbutler;
Paul O'Rellly, c/o CPV, Clones;
£10: James McDald, Strabane.

se Nicky Kelly Committ
Harp: Anne Ross, Glasgow; leather bag:
‘Dublin actlvist'; leather purse: J, Bergin,
Waterford; leather wallet: Joseph Wall,
TCD. ]

Shannon Sinn Fein
Draw No. 10:- £25: 46; £10: 85; £5: 17.
Draw No. 11:- £25: 34; £10: 61; £5: 15

Joe and Ine. xxx

MCGINLEY, Marty. (Maglliigan). Happy
birthday, Bow. Don't be getting full
(halhal). Love and best wishes from
Johnny Bow and Anne. xxx
MCcGINLEY, Marty. (Magilligan). Happy
birthday, Bow, Good luck and God
bless. From James and Ursula; Tina and
Anne; and Jacqueline, Melissa, Claire
Sonny and Charmalne. Xxx

MEGURK, Aldan. (Portlaoise). Come on,
Tyrong! Birthday greetings from Eamon
and Marle.

McGURK, Aldan, (Portlaoise), Happy

| birthday from Joe, Aggie and John.

McGURK, Aldan. (Portlaoise). Best
wishes from the Corrigan family, Rush,
County Dublin, * N

MURTAGH, Geordie; NORNEY, Piul.
(Long Kesh & Durham). Happy birth-
day_to ‘Foxy' and ‘Foxy's' friend
In England. This year we celebrate ni

So how are ‘Irresistible’ and
‘Irresponsible’ doing these days? Still
haven't a pen, huh, Kermy? Ask Paddy
for his. Happy birthday. Hope the next
one Is celebrated In freedom. Keep t
spirits up, mo ghri. From ‘Hot Lips".

UTP, XXX

QUIGLEY, Frank. (Portlacise). Happy
birthday, son. Hope your spirits are as
high as always. God biess and take care.
From mother and family.

QUIGLEY, Frank. (Portlaoise). Birth-
to you, Frank. From Sammy
and the Kids. God bless and

take care.

QUIGLEY, Frank. (Portlacise). Happy
birthday, Frankie. We are always think-
ing of you. Love and best wishes from

Also from

rmac, Rossa and Alsling. xxx
QUIGLEY, Frank. (Portlacise). Happy
birthday, Frank. From your brothers
Tommy and Marcus. Best wishes also
from Roy and family.

Gerard, Myra and Claire,
Josle, Ct

(Armagh). | lo
Always and foreve
you'll be In my heart. Tlocfaidh &r I3

TR
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THIS YEAR'S Sinn Fein ard fheis evoked far more
media interest than usual, mainly because of the

perspective of Gerry Adams’ election as the new
president of Sinn Fein. Dramatic headlines and
lurid stories about ‘crunches’, ‘splits’ and ‘take-over
bids’, left but little room for a serious analysis of

the party’s evolution.

On October 19th the /rish News had printed an ard fheis pre-

view entitled The crunch that

could force the split, peddling

the worn-out cliches of the “radical left-orientated members of
the party” versus the “tradijtional republicans” who see partic-
ipation in the EEC election as a prelude to taking seats in Lein-

ster House.

The RUC chief, John Hermon,
in a typical black propaganda state-
ment, blamed the recent losses in-
flicted on the RUC by IRA Vol-
unteers as “internal power struggles
within the Provos” — alleging that
‘hardliners’ were trying to establish
the primacy of the Armalite over
the ballot box.

This interesting analysis found a

buyer in the Daily Express, which
on Friday, November 11th, publish-
ed an article, which read like an
episode of Harry’s Game, entitled
Godfather versus Godson. This for-
gettable piece of ‘investigative jour-
nalism’ revealed the “Mafia-style”
war opposing “smooth-talking” Ad-
ams who “says he believes jn ballots
not bullets”, and an alleged “new
godfather recently appointed to rui

In the days prior to the ard fheis
the clar was reviewed in the /rish
Times and /rish News, both poin-
ting to the motions on election
tactics: Sinn Fein may discuss ab-
stentionism (Irish Times), and EEC
poll tops agenda (Irish News).
Meanwhile the /rish Press correctly
speculated that a split was hardly
likely as the party’s composition
had been slowly changing.

A condescending profile of Sinn
Fein’s newly-elected president,
Gerry Adams, in the British Sun-
day paper The Observer, on Nov-
ember 13th, patronisingly — and

erroneously — described Adams’
politics. as “a socialist-populist
mish-mash”. The article for the

most part was an ill-disquised re-
hash of November 1982's BBC Pan-

the IRA’s Northern C d”
who was fighting for the “political
control of Europe’s largest and
most desperate private army — the
IRA...”

In sharp contrast to this trash,
on Friday night, the BBC's current
affairs programme Spotlight was
devoted to an assessment of Sinn
Fein’s rank-and-file activities, both
North and South. The programme
even included a reluctant admission
by Official Unionist deputy-leader
Harold McCusker of Sinn Fein’s
dedication and hard work on the
ground.

orama pr

It conceded, however, that Sinn
Fein’s “early enthusiasm for tack-
ling blocked drains and rising damp
has been maintained” and that Sinn
Fein was now “genuinely popular
on the housing estates”. And in an
attempt to frighten British Tory
readers out of their Sunday slippers,
it concluded:

“Success is a marvellous catalyst
in the process by which terrorists
are transformed into statesmen.”

COLOURFUL
On Monday and Tuesday, ard

®A section of the press con: tingent at last weekend’

fheis reports were extensive but
generally rather bland, given that
after all there had been no split.
The only opportunity for colour-
ful headlines was Sinn Fein’s con-
tinued support for the armed
struggle, which confused all the
proponents of the Hermon school
of thought. For the first time in
years the press had been allowed to
remain throughout the whole ard
fheis, and this inevitably led to more
positive reporting overall.

The /rish News, however, talk-
ed of the “forced retirement of the
Southern-based old guard”, and the
Belfast Telegraph wrote of a
“Northern take-over”, plaining

s ard fheis|

ed the ard fheis as “a more peace-
ful Irish equivalent of Yasser Ara-
fat’s eclipse”.

The /rish Times leader noted
that “some of the chimerical think-
ing about the legitimacy of the
Leinster House establishment seems
to be dying down”, and concluded
with a Hume-like argument against
the use of force which, it said,
would only harden US/NATO
opposition to Irish unity.

The Irish Independent, barely
concealing its fear under the guise
of contempt, declared that the ard
fheis was “not to be taken serious-
ly”, that Sinn Fein was “out of

that there were, there must be,
“rumblings of discontent”. The un-
ionist Belfast Newsletter alleged
that “Marxists have gained total
control of the party machine”,
while Tuesday’s /rish Press describ-

tune with h des to-
wards the North” and even “an-
athema to many”. It bitterly critic-
ised Northern nationalists for vot-
ing for Sinn Fein — as indeed it had
done after the Assembly elections
of October 1982.

The wide coverage of Adams’
election, both in Ireland and in
Britain, was echoed to a lesser ex-
tent in the foreign press. The most
significant example is perhaps that
of the Paris-based daily Le Monde,
one of Europe’s leading papers with
a circulation of over 600,000.

Le Monde wrote of a “renewal
within the Republican Movement”
which had the “potential of break-
ing the deadlock which has lasted
for so many years”.

It quoted Adams’ appeal to
Northern Protestants, and his con-
demnation of indiscriminate bomb-
ings, as “heralding the death of the
sectarian vision which for so long
inspired the Republican Move-
ment”, and described Adams as
“capable of channelling a strong
current of opinion, thus bringing
the Irish question to the centre of
the stage”.

And

for the third time in five days,

AFTER Margaret Thatcher’s dismiss-
ive cc following her ing
with Free State premier Garret
FitzGerald last week, it took British
direct-ruler James Prior to call a press
conference in Stormont on Wed-
nesday, November 9th, in order to
‘explain’ what his boss really meant
when she said that nationalists were
not alienated:

“| think she was thinking that the
increase in the Provisional Sinn
Fein vote was more one of frustration
than alienation,” he ventured, rather
pathetically.

Prior went on to criticise the SDLP
for not attending Stormont, and the union-
ists for not trying to get the SDLP to attend
Stormont, On the New Ireland Forum, he
was rather more non-committal, simply
saying that no new initiative would take
place before the Forum’s final report.
This mere nod obviously felt like the kiss
of life to a desperate John Hume who the
next day pathetically claimed that the
Forum was now “centre-stage in relations
between Ireland and Britain™.

On Thursday, November 10th, however,

Sean Fa

Prior reiterated his concern at the prospect-
ive demise of the SDLP, in a radio inter-
view on BBC's The World This Weekend
programme on Sunday. He talked of the
attraction of Sinn Fein’s revolutionary
image for young voters, and said he feared
it might give Sinn Fein a lead over the
SDLP in the 1985 local elections, 18 months
from now.

“We must do all we can to strengthen
constitutional nationalism in the mean-
while,” he announced.

Prior's ‘Cuba’ claim, and his attack on
Irish politicians, was described by Gerry
Adams as typifying the “colonial nature
of British rule in Ireland”, and, he hoped,
would show the nationalists in the SDLP
that their leader’s compromising attitude
had little effect on the Brits.

Prior's comments on The World This
Weekend, however, point to the contrast
between Thatcher's lack of interest in
Ireland, and Prior’s concern at the SDLP's
electoral decline — to the extent of plann-
ing an attempted rescue of the SDLP before
they go back to the polls.

This could take the form, Danny Morr-
ison suggested, of “another London-Dublin
summit with a communique written in a
language favourable to the SDLP on the

eve of a Sinn Fein-SDLP confrontation in
the EEC elections, and perhaps some care-
fully timed British criticism of loyalist
intransigence, designed to give the impress-
ion of an SDLP breakthrough”.

@John Hume and SDLP

Britain’s west coast”, According to an MP
present, Prior used ‘very hard language’
to criticise the SDLP’s inability to halt

Prior was more explicit. Addressing a ga-
thering of British Tory MPs, he launched
into the old ‘red scare’ diatribe, warning
that lIreland could become a “Cuba off

Sinn Fein’s progress, but said that some-
thing must be done, otherwise the six count-
ies would become ‘ungovernable’.
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