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THOSE loyalist politicians who have constantly B
incited sectarian violence against the nationalist [
population and supported and urged far more re- (&5
pressive measures, got what the IRA described as

‘a salutary lesson’ on Wednesday morning when
Volunteers of the Belfast Brigade shot and killed
Official Unionist Party Assembly member Edgar
Graham.

Graham, an emerging figure
on the unionist scene as a
defender of British terror in
Ireland and in particular as an
articulate apologist for the
paid perjury strategy, was a
law and order spokesperson for
the party.

The day after his death,
he had been due to meet
the new British Labour Party
spokesperson on the North,
Peter Archer, in London, to
further promote the perjury
cause.

In a statement after the
shooting, the IRA said:

“Today’s execution of Ed-
gar Graham by the IRA sh-
ould be a salutary lesson to
those loyalists who stand full-
square behind the laws and
forces of the repression of the
nationalist people.

“Edgar Graham and his  paid perjurers.
colleagues  rejoiced in the “| et the loyalist politicians,
assassinations  of republicans  who make the ammunition
whether or not they were for the British army, UDR
IRA Volunteers or unarmed and RUC to fire, understand
political activists. And Mr . that they cannot escape the
Graham himself supported the repercussions of their incite-
corruption of even British law ment. to murder and repress-

on the use of show trials and jon.” SEE PAGE 2
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Official Unionist Party.

Although only elected to the As-
sembly for South Belfast |ast Ocztober,
he had been involved in the OUP for
several years, being prominent in the
party at Queen’s University during the
mid-70s and, in 1981, as chairperson
of the Young Unionist Council.

His legal expertise, as a lecturer in constit-
utional law at Queen’s University, aided his
rise to party spokesperson on law and order
this year, when he was also an OUP delegate
to the Tory conference in Britain.

He had recently compiled the OUP's sub-
mission to the Baker Review in support of,
and arguing for, more ‘emergency’ repressive
legislation in the North. Earlier he had pre-
pared the party’s legal submissions to the
European Court of Human Rights — again in
defence of anti-nationalist terror by the
crown forces.

In a recent pamphlet entitled Extradition
— Ireland Exposed, he had fiercely criticised
the Dublin government for not handing over
more victims to the RUC, and was known
not only for his extensive support for paid
perjury trials, but also for his opposition to
the segregation of republican and loyalist
prisoners in the North’s jails.

Ironically, just last month, Graham led an
OUP delegation to meet James Prior to press

EDGAR GRAHAM, aged 29 and a bachel i
his death on Wednesday, as havin o e Pt tialleai

g been a potential leader of the

for a judicial inquiry into the Kincora affair,
and the South Belfast MP Robert Bradford,
also shot dead by the IRA, was, after his
death, closely linked by the media with the
Kincora homosexual prostitution ring.

PREDICTABLE

The political reaction to the shooting was
predictable enough.

OUP leader James Molyneaux made thin-
ly disguised threats of sectarian reprisals
from loyalists who have so often responded
to the bloodthirsty utterings of their polit-
ical leaders. He warned:

“We do hope, indeed we exhort people to
share our hope, that they should not think
in terms of retaliation. But whether they
listen to my advice depends on whether the
government brings in an effective security
policy.”

Molyneaux also stated that the OUP boy-
cott of the Assembly had been reaffirmed by
the shooting.

The Democratic Unionist Party, which
promised a debate in the Assembly on the
killing, without the OUP presence, made use
of the attack to further berate their bete
noires of Prior and Hermon. Among several
DUP calls for resignations, the party leader
lan Paisley said:

“This again shows the futility of the pres-

SIS
®/EDGAR GRAHAM
ent security policy of the secretary of state
and Sir John Hermon. Ulster needs new men
for these jobs with new security policies.
The present policy has failed completely.””

OPPORTUNISTIC
Seamus Mallon, for the SDLP, switched

from his opportunistic calls to :?Jm
UDR to describe the shooting as “a sectaria,
act of violence against the entire unfonjgy
|community”’. He added:
“The apostles of violence, notably M
Gerry Adams, who has recently said that ¢, i
type of action Is morally correct, have /gy
the community in the direction of chaos,”

| And Garret FitzGerald, breaking pjg
recent silence over the murders of nationa).
|ists and wiping out at Iaust'SO years of Brit.
ish and loyalist dictatorship by terror, de.
scribed those who carried out the attack g
the “enemies of democracy and of al| the
people of this island, North and South”,

FitzGerald was speaking on the eve of
the 61st anniversary of the murder i,
Mountjoy Prison of Liam Mellows, Rory
O’Connor, Dick Barrett and Joe McKelvey
— on the instruction of the Free State Cap.
inet, of which FitzGerald’s father was 5
Imember, without even a pretence of lega|.
ity.

That atrocity was but part of the terror
with which the precursors of the present
Dublin government smashed the democratic
all-Ireland parliament and established the
totally undemocratic partition of Ireland,
from which stems the present sufferings in
the North.

REPRESSION

Referring to the hypocritical record of
the establishment parties in seeking further
repression of nationalists, yet howling at
the ion of Graham who had ad
such methods, a Sinn Fein spokesperson
contrasted the response of Official Union-
ist Ken Maginnis to the shooting dead of
two unarmed IRA Volunteers last Sunday
night:

“If Sinn Fein had publicly said to the
IRA about the deaths of two UDR men or
RUC men that it was not enough, as Mag-
innis said to Prior — ‘Two swallows do not
make a summer’ — they would have been

de d as sick and ghoulish.

“Yet there was no outcry over Magin-
nis’s comments.

“Loyalists want Sinn Fein banned, the
GAA banned, the Catholic Church to take
orders on sermons, the B-Specials and intern-

ment brought back, and the crown forces to
be given a freer hand in their campaign of
assassination.
“And then they claim to be ordinary pﬂ

iticians!”

WAR NEWS...WAR NEWS...WAR NEWS...WAR NEWS...WAR NEWS

“Attacks on perjury personnel

IN A well-planned and efficiently executed attack
on Wednesday morning this week, the IRA shot
and killed Official Unionist Party Assembly mem-
ber Edgar Graham, the party’s law and order
spokesperson and a leading apologist for the paid

perjurer system.

The shooting was carried
out by two |RA Volunteers
who approached Graham as
he left his car, with a male
friend, in University Square
and walked towards the
Queen’s University Law De-
partment where he was also a
lecturer.

One of the Volunteers shot
Graham several times in the
head, killing him instantly.
He then passed the gun to
his companion who concealed
it in a file of papers he was
carrying. The two then sep-
arated and left the scene on
foot.

PERJURY DETECTIVE
SHOT IN DERRY .
Another blow to the paid
perjury operation in Derry
city came on Thursday last
week, December 1st, when
IRA  Volunteers shot and
wounded an RUC detective
sergeant, Ivor Semple, at Qra_lg-
avon Bridge as he was driving
to work.
Semple had recently ass-
umed the duties of Detective

Inspector Derek Martindale,
who had been in charge of the
paid perjury recruitment ef-
forts and had spearheaded
anti-republican activity in the
city until he was shot and
seriously wounded in an IRA
attack on November 15th.

Three IRA Volunteers were
involved in last Thursday
morning’s attack, two of
whom were dressed in school
uniforms. They opened fire
on Semple as he drove past,
causing him serious injury.

The RUC did not react
to the attack for almost
20 minutes, enabling the unit
involved to withdraw with
ease.

The Derry Brigade, in a
statement, commented:

“This follow-up attack on
the elite RUC task force in
this city demonstrates our
continued ability to penetrate
the heavy security afforded
these individuals.”

ANGRY
In the aftermath of the
shooting, Brits and RUC, ang-

ry and frustrated at the ease
with which the IRA ASU
had attacked a specific senior
detective, descended on the
nationalist Gobnascale area
and surrounded the Sinn Fein
centre.

People using the centre
were ordered out at gunpoint
and crown forces proceeded to
wreck the premises, ripping
out the phone and overturn-
ing filing cabinets.

OMAGH BOMB
WARNING

In a statement issued
through the Irish Republican
Publicity Bureau in Dublin,
the IRA said that its Tyrone
Brigade was responsible for
the bomb at the Silver Birch-
es Hotel in Omagh on Thurs-
day night, December 1st.
They said:

“Despite the fact that the
bomb did not explode, those

~ERR

&

in Omagh who to
entertain the British forces
should take note that an
active service unit carried out
this operation less than 24
hours before an RUC dinner
dance was due to be held in
this particular hotel.

“IRA Intelligence is aware
of other plans in the near
future to facilitate and enter-
tain the RUC in the Omagh

o —
area; those involved should

They say:

interpret last night’s events 5

as due warning to each and beemnstF’,f,‘o;,’;””de;,’s h;:;

i o"seoal;'r”l'-le’gbwu mobile shops. This. type. of
STATEMENT activity causes hardship to the

The IRA in South Down e </"9-Class nationalist peop-
has issued a statement con.

demning the recent spate of
break-ins and robberies in

the Newry and




LOYALIST BLOGDLUST

EVER SINCE the formation of the six-county
state, Northern nationalists have been the target
of summary executions by the forces of the state
and sectarian assassinations by loyalist murder-
gangs, spurred on by calls for blood from union-

ist politicians.

It has always been difficult to tell the difference between the
two sets of assassins, as the latter are often the former out of
uniform. Proof of this was given, yet again, on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 6th, at a Belfast court when two UDR soldiers appeared
on a charge of murdering Adrian Carroll in Armagh on Novem-
ber 8th. Another eight loyalists from the County Armagh area
are still in RUC custody, at least six of them are serving mem-

bers of the UDR.

The fact that the murder of
Adrian Carroll by UDR men is being
investigated by the RUC, whose
members shot his brother dead in
December 1982, will be viewed
with some cynicism by nationalists
in Armagh, where the involvement
of members of the UDR and RUC
in sectarian and political murders
has been known for quite some
time.

In fact, according to Sinn Fein,
several journalists were on the verge
of breaking the story of the par-
ticipation of UDR men in the mur-
ders, thus leaving the RUC with no
alternative other than making some
arrests.

The move, which predictably in-
furiated unionist politicians, brou-
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@ UDR men with an Ulster Vanguard flag; a former UDR commandant, David Millar, once said that if he sacked members of

because they belonged to a loyalist paramilitary group’ then he would be left without a regiment

ght from SDLP deputy leader Sea-
mus Mallon a call for the UDR to
be disbanded. The same Seamus
Mallon who, some three weeks
ago, had lashed the IRA for the
killing of UDR Major Charles
Armstrong, also from Armagh, now
called for the UDR’s role “as /aw
enforcement officers to be termin-
ated”, and on British direct-ruler
James Prior to appreciate “why the
Catholic community regards the

i with such ism”.

However, Mallon would not go
further than the UDR. In spite of
the fact that in the past few years
in County Armagh three RUC men
have been convicted of sectarian
murders, Mallon, in keeping with
his party’s line of co-operation with
the RUC, did not call for the RUC

©® SEAMUS MALLON
sickening opportunist

to be disbanded or disarmed.

OPPORTUNISM

This sickening display of pol-
itical opportunism by Mallon fur-
ther enraged the unionists, who had
started by objecting to the fact that
the men arrested had been des-
cribed as members of the UDR in
press reports. The two UDR sol-
diers who were charged conven-
iently resigned from the regiment
the evening before they appeared
in court and became the familiar
“former members of the UDR’.

Official Unionist MP, and form-
er UDR major, Ken Maginnis called
the SDLP ‘irresponsible’, while
DUP deputy leader Peter Robin-
son pointed to the ‘bravery’ of the
UDR. The bigoted Craigavon Coun-
cil on Monday, November 5th,
passed a motion praising ‘this
gallant force’ and DUP Assembly
member Jack McKee compared
disbandment of the UDR to that
of the B-Specials in 1969, “the
gravest mistake in Ulster’s history”.

Several murders of nationalists
in the recent weeks had been claim-
ed by the so-alled ‘Protestant
Action Force’, including that of
Adrian Carroll, and on Monday,
December 5th, that of Belfast man
Joseph Craven. Once again, in or
out of uniform, assassins are res-

orting to the age-old tactics to
make the Croppies lie down.

And last week three national-
ists had to pay with their lives for
Prior's attempts to appease the
Official Unionists back into his
Assembly — now in a state of
collapse. Indeed, it leaves little
doubt that the indiscriminate shoot-
ing by the RUC which resulted in
the death of Mrs Foster in Pomeroy
on Monday, November 28th, and
the slaying of two unarmed -IRA
Volunteers by the SAS near Coal-
island on Sunday, December 4th,
are but a fraction of the price that
will be exacted from the national-
ist community by the British as
they attempt to ‘normalise’ the six
counties.

Prior tried to deny that he has

renewed the RUC’s and British
army’s licence to kill on sight in
reaction to the OUP boycott of the
Assembly.

“The SAS have been here the
whole time,”” he said, adding:

“It happens from time to time
they have an opportunity of show-
ing what they can do.””

But this display of SAS ‘know-
how’ was not enough to move the
Official Unionist Party back into
Stormont. More nationalist blood is
what they want. As ex-UDR
Major Ken Maginnis said, referring
to the Clonoe killings:

“Until we persuade the govern-
ment to co-ordinate anti-terrorist
activity a great deal more, we will
certainly not be taking one swallow
to mean a summer.”

[ 8y HiLDA MacTHOMAS |

AT A MEETING of Belfast City
Council on Thursday, December 1st,
Alliance councillor for West Belfast
Will Glendinning colluded with loyal-
ists in order to take the place of Sinn
Fein Councillor Alex Maskey on the
management of the council-funded
Cc ity Technical Aid ittee.

In an unprecedented move, the DUP, sec-
onded by Alliance, proposed that..Alex
Maskey, as well as PD Councillor John
McAnulty, were ‘not representative’ and
should be replaced by two Alliance coun-
cillors as council representatives on comm-
unity .groups. A fierce argument raged for
over half an hour, as Maskey accused the un-
ionists of changing the rules to suit them-
selves:

“When nationalists in this city make gains,
then people seek to change the rules, as
happened after the election of Bobby
Sands,” he said.

While Maskey has probably one of the
largest mandates of all councillors, his
proposed replacement, Alliance’s Will Glen-
dinning, barely scraped home in the 1981
local elections, and was elected below the
quota on the eighth count in the October
1982 Assembly elections.

VENOMOUS

ALLIANCE

DUP Councillor George Seawright, who
was elected on the slogan “A Protestant can-
didate for a Protestant people”, was more
“direct. His vote against Maskey and Mc-

Anulty would have nothing to do with
whether they were representative or not, he
said, adding:

blicans out of

our city council, but we want them annihil-
ated.”
VENOM

The venom which came from the union-
ist benches was such that the SDLP coun-
cillors present were embarrassed into supp-
orting Maskey and McAnulty. Brian Feeney
of the SDLP pointed out that such a move
by the unionists “only reinforced the belief
in some people that there is no point in re-
nouncing violence”.

Frank Millar of the OUP travelled several
times between unionist and Alliance bench-
es, obviously in charge of the operation. Be-
fore the final vote was taken, he advised
Glendinning to abstain.

“People will think you want the job.”

“Sure | want the job,” Glendinning re-
plied.

By 24 votes to 7, Maskey and McAnulty
were replaced by two Alliance councillors.

“Glendinning cares so little about com-
munity groups,” Maskey remarked to AP/RN
later, “that he could not attend a recent
council meeting on the cut-backs affecting
those groups.

“The Alliance councillor was elected on a
minority vote, and he parades as a repres-
entative for West Belfast, yet he had no
qualms in using extreme loyalist support to
oust us and deny Sinn Fein their right to

“Not only do we want

D, the people properly.“

=
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THE CASE of a 27-year-old
Cookstown man has high-
lighted the continuing job
discrimination against nation-
alists operated at the Uni-
pork factory in the town.

The Pig Marketing Board's plant,
w_ith 250 workers, is one of the
biggest employers in the town,
Where unemployment is currently
running at nearly 37%. Yet, accord-
g to Sinn Fein's Mid-Ulster
Asleml?lv member Danny Morrison:

‘It is common knowledge in the
town that nationalists are wasting
their time answering job advertise-
ments.

“The factory workforce is over-
whelmingly Protestant in an area
w'h{!re the population is evenly
divided. All senior positions at Uni-
pork have been monopolised by
non-Catholics and there has never
been a Catholic foreman there,”

Local nationalist Kieran McGrail,
of Ratheen Avenue, has recently
applied for two vacancies at Uni-
pork, on both occasions without
success,

McGrail was made redundant
from the plant in November 1978,
having worked there for two
years previously as a butcher. On
July 1st this year, local papers
carried Unipork advertisements for
about ten new staff. McGrail app-
lied for a job as a butcher, but was
refused even an interview, receiving
only a standard letter of refusal.

About 35 people applied for
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uently taken on, only one is a Cath-

® The Unipork factory in Cookstown which has been slammed by Danny (inset) for

McGrail is bitter at the g
tarianism that deprives him of
work, and of a decent wage o,
which to support his three young
children, the youngest of whom
Gavin, is four months old, 4

“In 1978, when | left Unipoy
1 was told by Len Johnson, hesy
of the union, that those wh,
took voluntary redundancy woyjy
have first preference if ever jops
were going again. | also applieq
for a job there a year after | left,
and | never heard a word aboyt
it”

Kieran McGrail, with the help
of Danny Morrison, has contacteq
the Fair Employment Agency,
which last week agreed to invest-
igate his unjust treatment. Yet
even this minimal assistance was
sufficient to produce hypocritica|
howls from local DUP bigot Coun-
cillor Alan Kane, who predictably
condemned the toothless FEA
as a body determined “to high-

Last month, McGrail applied for guard, but was again rejected /light alleged grievances by Roman
posts, yet of eight people subseq-. olic. another vacancy, as a security without an interview. Catholics”.

GRITIGAL VIEW OF YOUTH TR
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AS PART OF Sinn Fein’s continuing investigatioﬁs into the

British government’s so-called
Gerry Adams MP and Belfast
visited the Glenand youth and

‘Youth Training Programme’,
City Councillor Alex Maskey
community project in Ander-

sonstown, West Belfast, on Friday last, December 2nd.

A discussion document pub-
lished by Derry Sinn Fein’s trade
union department last March strong-
ly criticised the YTPs as a device
to mask the disastrous effect of
British economic domination on
the youth of the six counties.
Bearing this out, some 11,000
young people in the North are
currently placed on such schemes,
being paid a mere £25 a week,
while a further 22,462 young
people are officially registered as
jobless, 4,613 of them school-
leavers.

In West Belfast, Sinn Fein is
beginning a series of fact-finding
visits and discussions, prior to
discussing a comprehensive policy
on the issue.

During their 2%-hour visit to
Glenand the Sinn Fein delegation
had wide-ranging discussions with
staff and management committee
representatives, as well as talks
on the shop floor with trainees.

o 2

Glenand employs a staff of
30 who supervise 130 trainees,
drawn mainly from the Greater
Andersonstown area, in 17 work-
shops. Trainees have a choice of
subjects ranging from light engin-
eering, office practice and brick-
laying to leathercraft, fabric design
or labour on a ‘city farm’. The
course lasts for two years rather
than the usual 12 months, and in-
cludes three months’ block release
at the city’s technical college.

PROGRESSIVE

Clearly, Glenand is unable to
make any significant impact on
West Belfast’s massive youth un-
employment level. However, the
progressive attitude of the staff,
despite the restraints imposed upon
them by the British government,
and their realistic view of youth
training schemes, drew praise from
the Sinn Fein delegation.

Commenting on the visit, Gerry

Adams stressed Sinn Fein’s critical i, RN
attitude to Y TP schemes, adding: ¥ g‘
“While we intend to raise the issue -

of these schemes and of youth un- ] =

employment with the trade union
movement and others at the end of
our fact-finding process, there is an
urgent need for our previously public-
ised recommendations to be raised by
all those with an interest in this Issue.

“I would call therefore for all train-
ees to be paid proper trade union rates.
The staff also should be paid at the
same rates as further education college
tutors and the technical element in
further education needs to be inten-
sified and tied in properly to the needs
of young people.

“Job experience schemes, and this is
not a criticism we would make of
Glenand, are used by some employees
as a method to secure cheap labour.
They should cease except under the
imost stringently supervised conditions.

“Finally, YTP schemes, even pro-
gressive ones, are no alternative to
Pproper apprenticeship or educational
courses with full job opportunities
for our young people.

“While we compliment those groups
or individuals taking a genuine interest
in young people, the responsibility for
our unemployment situation lies fairly
and squarely with the British govern-
ment, whose introduction of YTP was
merely a cosmetic exercise aimed at
disguising the jobless situation in the
occupied six counties.”

) are no alte
with full job opportunities fo

SINN FEIN is conducting a vigorous
registration drive in the North to
ensure that all nationalist voters
are included in the new electoral
registers for the EEC elections in
1984. The closing date for registrat-
ion is Thursday, December 15th.

Urging people to check the draft reg-
ister to ensure that they are registered for
voting, Paddy Molloy of West Belfast Sinn
Fein reminded voters that in the last elect-
ion many people found that they could
not vote as their names were not on the
register, even though they had voted in
previous elections.

Registers are available for checking at
libraries, post offices and, for West Belfast
voters, in Connolly House, Sinn Fein’s local
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headquarters. Anyone finding that their
name is not on the register should contact
the Electoral Registration office before
December 15th, and anyone experiencing
any difficulty in registering should contact
Connolly House or their local Sinn Fein
office.

Sinn Fein’s Mid-Ulster organiser, Sean
Begley, also urged nationalist voters to
make sure they are registered.

In particular, he reminded anyone who
will be 18 years old on or before February
16th that they are entitled to be registered
and to vote and calls on our nationalist
youth to exercise that right.

“It is the duty of all Sinn Fein cumainn
and constituency bodies to unite and mob-
ilise with the aim of maximising the re-
publican vote,” he said.
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IN A CLEAR illustration
of the inherent dangers
to small nations such as
Ireland posed by member-
ship of the EEC, the pro-
posed super-levy on milk
production has left the
d_evelopment of lIrish ag-
riculture in disarray. Even
the suspension of the
scheme, pending further
discussion next March by
EEC heads of state, will
be of no comfort to Irish
farmers who will be re-
luctant to develop any
sector of agricultural pro-
duction in view of the
repeated attacks such de-
velopment has suffered
from larger EEC countries
in the past decade.

For the first time ever, EEC
heads of state failed to reach
agreement on a single issue at
the Athens summit where dis-
cussion on the Common Agric-
ultural Policy (CAP) was the
main bone of contention. The
wranglings and inter-govern-
mental squabbling throughout
these talks were a clear indicat-
ion of the tensions which the
EEC inevitably provokes be-
cause of the disparate object-
ives of member states, whether
in agricultural or industrial de-
velopment.

For Ireland, North and
South, the vital importance of
agricultural development is
obvious. John Carroll, leader
of the Irish Transport & Gen-
eral Workers Union, speaking
at a mass rally of farmers and
other workers employed in ag-
riculture-related industries in
Thurles on Saturday last, Dec-
ember 3rd, summed up this
importance:

“The agricultural sector is
still the mainstay of this econ-
omy and will be for many a
year.””

Were the super-levy scheme
to apply to the twenty-six
counties, with a penalty of
70p per gallon being imposed
on farmers who increased milk
production above levels pro-
duced in 1981, it would, in
the short-term, destroy the
dairy sector which, although it
involves 77,000 farmers, is still
in its infancy, with the twenty-
six counties producing only
4.8% of the total EEC milk
supply. The North only pro-
duces another 1%. In the long-
er term, the effects will be felt
in agriculture-based industries
such as meat factories, where
it is estimated that 80% of the
calves reared to supply these
factories comes from the dairy
herd.

SUMMIT

Even if the super-levy is not
implemented in the South, as
some form of exemption may
be secured at the summit meet-
ing in March, the damage has
largely been done already since
it is now unlikely that farmers
will begin or develop their
dairy capacity, faced with the
prospect of the future imposit-
ion of penalties on production.
According to Richard Kennedy
of Macra na Feirme:

“Over the last five years,

bl 1.3

of 30 have embarked on major
development plans. The super-
levy would destroy their fut-
ure, and their confidence, for
another generation of young
people in farming.”

The response of the Free
State government to the pro-
posed ‘super-levy began with
the rantings of incompetent
Agriculture Minister Austin
Deasy.

Deasy at first agreed that
the Free State would have to
make concessions. Faced with
the real anger of Irish farming
organisations and co-operat-
ives, and with the realisation

Op Ol fled

Wndar

that in the event of the scheme
being implemented the twenty-
six counties would have to
contribute 13% of the propos-
ed EEC budget savings and the
economy would pay 5% of the
gross national product, resist-
ance stiffened to such an ex-
tent that Garret FitzGerald
went cap in hand to beg mercy
from other leaders in ‘the
Community’.

This debasement of Irish
sovereignty, which Sinn Fein
forecasted prior to entry to
the EEC, was of little value in
Athens where, as in previous
EEC summits, the self-interest

&

of individual member states
supercedes the alleged com-
munal and mutual develop-
ment to which the EEC aspires.

As a policy developed by
bureaucrats and politicians,
who in the main represented
the interests of the larger
member states, the super-levy
has totally ignored the at-
tempts at agricultural develop-
ment in weaker states. For
farmers in the six counties the
situation is further aggravated
by virtue of the fact that their
interests are represented by
Britain, an industrial rather

than agricultural directed for-
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WITHDRAWAL FROM EEC NOW A NECESSITY

Super-levy row
leaves no more
illusions

eign power.

In sharp contrast to strong-
er agricultural countries such
as Holland, Denmark or Ger-
many, lrish farmers do not
rely on imported feed with
which to develop a dairy herd,
since 85% of Irish milk pro-
duction is directly related to
grassland and this can be pro-
duced at a relatively low cost.

Although light years behind
these other countries in the
extent of milk production,
any advance whatsoever will
be prohibited if the super-
levy is introduced. As if this
injustice was not enough to
contend with, Irish farmers
are penalised by the continu-
ing high level of dairy imports
by Britain from the Common-
wealth countries and New Zea-
land in particular.

Indeed, British resistance to
any exemption for Irish agri-
culture on the super-levy pro-
posal was a further reminder
of British conceit in dealing
with any and all members of
‘the Community’. One polit-
ician, exasperated at this in-
transigence, commented that
perhaps de Gaulle was right in
opposing British entry to the
Common Market.

With British farms averaging
at almost seven times the size
of farms in other EEC coun-
tries, it is clear why the Brit-
ish government can be com-
placent on this issue. These
farmers, and indeed large
farmers and ranchers in Ire-
land, have already reached or
surpassed their potential in
milk production and will there-
fore be only slightly affected
by the proposed levy.

DAMAGE

The real damage is being
done to farmers with small
herds who, because of govern-
ment encouragement since the
early 1970s, have in turn dev-
eloped beef and dairy product-
ion only to be told at some
stage that a beef or butter
‘mountain’, or a milk ‘lake’,
exists and that they will have
to diversify into yet another
sector of agricultural pro-
duction.

These direct attacks on
Irish farmers, indirectly, but
equally seriously, affect a wide
range of subsidiary manufact-
uring industries, from co-
operatives to fertiliser manu-
facture and the meat fact-
ories which are currently at
only 50% of their potential
production levels. The dis-
astrous effects of any agri-
cultural policy shaped by
strong agricultural economies
without any consideration of,
or reference to, the interests
of weaker agricultural econ-
omies, is obvious.

Continued membership of
the EEC and the submerg-
ing of Irish interests in the
melting-pot of European pow-
er-games is at variance with
every hope or principle of
freedom, either-political, econ-
omic or cultural. Too late
perhaps, this has been real-
ised by many farm leaders
such as Sean Kelly, president
of the ICMSA, who said:

“We joined the EEC on
the understanding that farm-
ing would be allowed to de-
velop. We would never have
voted to join if we thought

@ The super-levy would destroy the future of farmers who
have embarked on major development plans

, FitzGorald
for mercy from other EEC leaders

N
® Faced with the real anger of Irish farme

12,500 farmers under the age & “70 . hand to beg it would come to this.”
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XMAS BOXES LEAVE SOUR TASTE

BY JACK MADDEN

DECEPTIVE advertising by a British
manufacturing firm has been con-
der'nned by former employees of Lem-
on's sweet factory in Drumcondra
Du_bhn, who are furious that sweets
bem.gvpromoted in.Irish shops in the
yrad}tuonal Lemon’s ‘Christmas Greet-
ings’ boxes are not, in fact, manufact-
ured by Lemon’s, but have been im-
ported from Scotland.

_lee many traditional Irish industries
wh!ch have closed in recent years, Lemon's
which had manufactured sweets for 140
years, 9lpsed on September 6th last, the vict-
im of rising imports and mismanagement,

Although the factory had been in diffic-
ulties throughout the 1970s, its future
seemed secure following a take-over by a
German investment company, SBG, in Sept-
ember 1982, and the subsequent injection
pf state grants into the ailing firm. This opt-
Imism was voiced by the company board
who claimed that with their widespread
continental contacts they would expand
Lemon’s into the export trade.

As part of this expansion plan, the work-
force, members of the ATGWU, had to con-
cede 25 voluntary redundancies out of a
staff of 100. The redundancy settlement
which allowed one week’s wages plus £25

for each year of employment in addition to

the \4 3
and the redund

the pill
were accept-

ed.

A further measure adopted by the new
management was the introduction of new
computerised machinery but according to
one former employee, Martha McGranaghan:

““There was no re-training programme for
workers and so nothing but ‘scrap’ sweets
was being made.”

CLOSURE
Like the remaining 75 workers, Martha
McGranaghan only learned of the closure at

g 3 R da T s o, z x>
° Lama_n': factory in Drumcondra, Dublin, remains empty and idle
tvhll:r Irish Tea Merchants wholesalers attempt to pass off British
imports as ,L""",’,"‘ sweets; (inset) Martha McGranaghan

12 noon on September 5th, one hour before
the receiver arrived. She said:

“Only three weeks before closure, Mr
Kehoe, the company chairman, had told
workers in the canteen that order books
were full and that we would be on over-
time till after Christmas.”

The receiver appointed to Lemon’s, Bern-
ard Somers, who was also the receiver at
Clondalkin Paper Mills, incensed the workers
even further when he announced that they
would be getting nothing in terms of financ-
ial compensation from the company, and
that they would get only the statutory level
of redundancy.

“The Labour Court has said that Somers

won'’t even concede on minimum notice,”
Martha McGranaghan added.
Like many of the staff who have a great

ence, the wholesale distribution firm, Irish
Tea Merchants, bought the title of Lemon
& Co, and with wrappers taken from the

number of years’ service, Martha McGranagh
an is disgusted that, after 33 years’ service,
she has been offered only £4,000. Her
brother-indaw, Jim McGranaghan, with 36
years’ service has got even less than this.
“This is only a fraction of the redund-
ancy given to the 25 workers last year,” said
Martha McGranaghan, adding that in an area
with little employment “only one or two
have got fixed up with jobs since closure”.

TITLE '
Although the firm was no longer in exist-

Dr dra factory, possibly before clos-
ure workers believe, they have now import-
ed British sweets and are representing them
to consumers as Lemon’s traditional pure
Irish sweets, with only a small sticker on the
underside of the package to show that they
have been ‘manufactured in the UK’.

In an attempt to counter the advertising
campaign promoting the Lemon’s ‘Christmas
Greetings’ boxes, the Ernie O'Malley Sinn
Fein cumann in Drumcondra plans to leaflet
stores selling the sweets, informing people
of the bitter truth about the sweet imports,

COMMENTING on the latest official figures for unemploy-
ment in the twenty-six counties, which at 199,567 are up
3,267 on last month and nearly 30,000 higher than this time
last year, Sinn Fein’s assistant PRO, Paddy Bolger, said:

“Joblessness is rooted in the
false nature of the project for
industrial development put for-
ward by the Coalition and Fianna
Fail. The present administration’s
monetarism adds a more savage
edge to a process of decline which
is unavoidable in the current cap-
italist context.

“Sinn Fein noted, at the time,
Peter Barry'’s sigh that we had sac-

rificed our native industry for the
promise of the Common Agricul-
tural Policy. With the CAP cur-
rently in disarray and the media
debate here concentrating on the
nature of its severity with regard
to the milk super-lewy, Sinn
Fein wishes to re-state its opin-
ion that the essence of the twenty-
six counties’ difficulties lie in
membership of the EEC.

Ledcht ar theili
na Breatnaise

THUG Owen Edwards stitirth6ir an staisidn teiljfisq
Sianel Pedwar Cymru léacht i gCo!éiste naJTrlonélde i

mBaile Atha Cliath ar an gC

deir

d anla

den mhi seo chaite. Television and the Celtic Lang-
uages a bhi mar théama ag ag an léacht.

D’aithin na Breathnaigh go
raibh g4 le bealach teilifise a
bheadh ag craoladh tri mhean
na Breathnaise. Faoi dheir-
eadh gheall na Coimeadaigh
ina bhforogra toghchéna-
fochta go gcuirfeadh siad sin
ar fail. Ach nuair a toghadh
jad tharraing siad siar an
gheallufnt.

Deineadh neart agbide sa
Bhreatain Bheag mar gheall
ar seo. Briseadh treallamh
a bhain le staisiGin teil-
ifise eile. | mi na Bealtaine
1980 dairt Gwynofor Evans
go rachadh sé ar stailc ocrais
chun biéis dd mba ga é chun

staision  teilifise  Breatnaise
d'fhail. Bhi an stailc ocrais
sin le tosd i mi Dheireadh
Fomhair.

Ghéill Rialtas na Breataine
don bhagairt sin agus bhi an
staisiGn nua bunaithe acu i m{
Dheireadh Fémhair na bliana
1981. | dtosach bhi lucht
éisteachta de 400,000 duine
ag an staisiln nua, tar éis
tamaill thit an figilr seo
chuig 200,000. T4 tuairim
agus 130,000 tithe sa Bhreat-
ain Bheag a labhrann roinnt
den chlann Breatnais.

Tosafonn na claracha anois

ag an haon sa tréthndna agus

areastaEE]

‘As we forecast, the benefits
of the CAP would be short-
lived, Even these net gains were
wasted on a disorganised distrib-
ution and utilisation of the
grants, Losses in the industrial
area were not balanced by plann-
ed in and

long as the whole of
Ireland is not developed aiong an
independent economic pattern,
nothing will improve. The trans-
ference of dependency from Brit-
‘ain to the EEC may have tempor-
arily benefited some sectors, but

im, some remedial steps must be
taken to defend what little has
been held. Withdrawal from the
EEC and of trust in foreign profit-
eers, is the prerequisite even for a
capitalist programme of prosper-
ity in Ireland.

related industries.
““The uncertain nature and the
foreign control of inati

it spells ruin
for us all. The political depen-
dency created by the hustling
for i must be

projects has failed to compen-
sate in terms of industrial de-
velopmental stability for the jobs
directly lost through EEC mem-
bership.

é

LE MAIRE BHUI
NI LAOGHAIRE

leanann siad ar aghaidh go
dti mean ofche. Cuireann
siad claracha ar féil do
phaistf de ghach aoisghrlpa
agus is trian des na cldracha
go léir na claracha sin,

| lathair na huaire ta
ocht gclar déag da gcuid
ar diol le staisiGin eile. Ma
cheannafonn RTE iad beidh
orthu leagan Gaeilge a thais-
pedint de bhri go bhfuil
sé sin ina choinnfoll orthu.

Nuair a bhf an ledcht
thart bhi trith na gceist
ann. Ni raibh Edwards sasta
ceisteanna mar gheall ar RTE
a fhreagairt. Ba léir go raibh
an dream a bhf ag an gcruinnid
mi-shésta le RTE agus le
dearcadh an rfaltais i leith
na Gaeilge. Moladh Bean U(
Chadhain

chaith,, BN,

with the free export of capital
by Irish-based multinationals.
“Sinn Fein believes that only
a socialist renewal of society will
offer true prosperity. In the inter-

Ne

@ Is iomal ag6id a ddlld 'I'Eag.niﬂ(“lu

14 sa phriosin le déanaf de
bharr nach raibh

finedla._foc._a_ ghearradh

si sasta

will  rise
North and South until we rad-
ically alter our economic vision.
A figure of 319,250 jobless in
Ireland is testament to the need
for a change.

“Sinn Fein is willing and able
to provide the policies in next
year’s EEC elections.”
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LAWYERS'
SLAM |
NEW BILLE

BY SIOBHAN O'MALLEY

SlNCE_ the publication of the terms of the Crimin-
al Justice Bill which is now before Leinster House,
there has been a great deal of criticism of the pro-
posed Bill, particularly from lawyers. And this
week two more influential legal protests were made

g 1
-

- ,

against the repressive proposals.

A study of the provisions of
the new legislation was issued
on Monday, December 5th, by
the Criminal Law Reform
Group, an association of solic-
itors and barristers, which de-
scribed the Bill as being design-
ed to put an accused person
into the position of having to
prove his innocence, and said:

“It is apparent that in bringing

forward the Bill, little or no consid-
eration has been given to safeguard-
ing the citizen’s rights. It is also
clear that the emphasis of the entire
Bill is on the conviction of persons
brought before the courts rather
than on the prevention and detect-
ion of crime. In the interests of
justice, substantial parts of the
Bill ought to be redrafted or with-
drawn.”’

The group of lawyers views as
‘dangerous’ the section in the Bill
which limits the right to remain
silent, and the implicit presumption
that this indicates guilt.

Sections 14 and 15 of the Bill
which grant immunity from prosec-
ution to anyone who informs on
another person, is described as “an
i 0 implic the i 2

in the report.

Other sections of the Bill which
are received with alarm by the
group are the proposed five-year
sentence for accused people who
refuse to implicate others in alleged
crimes, and the raising of the max-
imum sentence allowed to be im-
posed at a district court.

Barry White SC, at a press con-
ference in Dublin on Monday to
present the report, said that the

p
Coalition government was trying to
railroad the Bill through without
discussing it with members of the
legal profession, the Bar Council,
the Law Reform Commission or the
Criminal Law Reform Group.

EDITORIAL
An editorial in the /rish Law
Times also describes the Bill as

o

‘dangerous’ and says that it should
not become law, and that it “poses
a substantial threat to the liberty of
Innocent people.””

The editorial goes on to criticise
the failure of the Bill to safeguard
people in custody and under inter-
rogation, saying that prolonged de-
tention, the abolition of the right
to silence and “no objective means

of determining what transpired
during interrogation”” puts innocent
people under a serious risk of being
convicted.

The Bill is viewed by many law-
yers as seriously undermining the
rights of accused persons, without
in any way tackling the social prob-
lems that are responsible for a rising
crime rate.

Show trial petition

A PETITION calling for the release of all those
incarcerated through the British government’s
use of paid perjurers is being circulated in nation-
alist areas of Belfast by local Stop the Show

Trials groups.

And, in the run-up to the march scheduled to take place in
West Belfast on New Year’s Day, local groups in the west of
the city are planning a series of street meetings, leafletting and
collections, including one in Castle Street on Christmas Eve.

An area rally will take place in
Ballymurphy this Saturday, Decem-
ber 10th, and outside the Busy
Bee in Andersonstown on Satur-
day week, December 17th, where
the main speaker will be local
Sinn Fein Councillor Alex Mask-
ey.

Calling for maximum support
for these initiatives, Stop the
Show Trials Committee chairperson
Maura McCrory said on Wednesday:

“The British government still

paid perjurer strategy — despite
several recent retractions — and
with scores of men and women
likely to be incarcerated over
Christmas on trumped-up charges,
now, more than ever, it is vital
for the nationalist people to register
their utter condemnation of this
latest system of British injustice
in Ireland.”
WHITEROCK

The Stop the Show Trials Co-

ordinating Committee are calli

on the nationalist population to
once again demonstrate their sol-
idarity with the innocent prisoners
of the show trials strategy by
attending the rally at the top of
the Whiterock Road, West Belfast,
this Saturday, December 10th, at

pm.

Maura McCrory, emphasising the
necessity to mobilise, said:

“The public - should not be
under the illusion that the Brits
are dropping the system. The RUC
are attempting — even at this
minute — to recruit other paid
perjurers by offering bribes and by
the use of blackmail.

“The nationalist people cannot
afford to be complacent because
it is they who will bear the brunt
of the show trial strategy. The
innocent people in prison deserve
support and this committee de-
rmands that they get that support.”

places great importance on its

Fein’s Belfast executive, said:
“The RUC have been engaged in
an ongoing campaign for some con- %
siderable time of attempting to :
coerce people in their custody to
work for them.
““This man sensibly approached
Sinn Fein and told the whole story.
He has since contacted a solicitor. :
We would ask anyone who finds
h Ives in a similar situation to :
contact their local Sinn Fein advice
centre and a solicitor upon their

N WEST BELFAST a 29-year-old Turf Lodge man, married
th two children, was interrogated in Castlereagh for three
ays following his arrest under Section 12 two weeks ago. Dur-
ng his detention the RUC threatened to ‘stitch him up on a
erbal statement’ if he refused to meet them at a pre-arranged
ime and place to supply them with information. He was quest-
oned about nothing specifically, the RUC using the interrogat-
ons as a means of directing intense pressure on the man to
gree to their demands. so much so that it took him sevéral
After three days in Castlereagh, days to weigh up his predi
e was released, having wisely shun-  and relate his account to Sinn Fein.
ned their threats but was neverthe- C: ing on the inci

less very frightened by the incident, Joe Austin, chairperson of Sinn

Eae: T S AT A L Bl S L s
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k ® Joseph Craven (inset) lies dead after being cut down by loyalist assassins [

and UDR connections.

In a staggering piece of relig-
ious hypocrisy on the day after
the murder, local parish priest Fr
Brendan Magee denied the dead
man’s family the comfort of the
traditional Catholic services for
the dead, refusing to allow the
body into the church and refusing
to officiate at the graveside for
the funeral on Thursday.

He gave as his reason for this
decision (which considerably wat-
ered down his ‘condemnation’ of
the sectarian murder), the likeli-
hood of an INLA salute to the
dead man in Milltown Cemetery.

REGULAR

Monday’s shooting took place
shortly before 11am. Joseph and
his brothers John, aged 24, and
18-year-old Michael were making
their regular fortnightly trip to
sign on at the local unemploy-
ment office in the Whitehouse
district.

As they walked up Church
Road, a motorcycle, which had
approached from the direction of
the loyalist Rathcoole Estate,
pulled up beside them and the
pillion passenger opened fire on
the brothers.

Joseph fell to the ground, hav-
ing received a fatal head wound.
His brother Michael, alerted by
the click of the weapon, was shot
in the foot as he fled across a field
to a nearby river. John Craven suf-
fered a serious leg wound as he
too attempted to escape. Both
brothers were detained in hospit-

A 27-YEAR-OLD North Belfast man, Joseph Craven, was
killed and two of his brothers were injured on Monday, Dec-
ember 5th, in a sectarian gun attack claimed by the so-called
‘Protestant Action Force’ — a group with established UVF

Joseph Craven, a single man who lived in a small national-
ist enclave of Bawnmore, was an INLA Volunteer and a
former Long Kesh republican prisoner.

al.

The silver Yamaha motorbike,
which, according to the RUC, had
been stolen in a city-centre car-
park last Saturday, sped away into
the Longlands Estate and was
shortly afterwards found aband-
oned in Gray's Lane.

LOYALIST

The tiny Bawnmore area has
suffered numerous sectarian at-
tacks in recent years. Joseph's
father, 48-year-old Robert Craven,
himself a life-long republican, was
killed in June 1976 in one of sev-
eral fatal loyalist bomb attacks on
Conway’s bar on the Shore Road.

Many local people believe that
Joseph Craven, a well-known and
active republican in the area since
his youth, may have been set up
for assassination. As his 20-year-
old sister Anne recalls, he had
been repeatedly threatened by the
RUC during spells of detention
in Castlereagh:

“The last time he was in Castle-
reagh, in February, the RUC told
him: ‘We'll get you one way or
the other’. They've sent other
Jocal people they've lifted back
with the same message.”

Accordingly, Joseph Craven
varied his movements as much as
possible, but could not avoid the
fortnightly trip to the dole. In
fact, just weeks ago, Joseph's
‘signing on’ time had been altered
by the DHSS, something which,
sinisterly, his murderers were ap-
parently aware of.

LOVALIST GUN ATTACK ON NORTH BELFAST BROTHERS

BY JANE PLUNKETT

The killing of Joseph Craven
was condemned as a “brutal sectar-
ian murder” by Sinn Fein’s North
Belfast chairperson Sean McKnight
who, in a statement pointing out
the involvement of the UDR, in
particular, in sectarian killings,
commented:

old Colm McGirr from
down in a hail of
cover SAS squad

The mere fact that the
vicinity of an IRA arms
gests that they had the area
arrival of the Volunteers an
without any attempt to arrest

In a statement issued late on
Sunday night, Tyrone Brigade
IRA, claiming the two men as
Volunteers said:

“They had gone to examine
an arms dump in the Derry-
laughlin area which had been
there for two days. They alighted
from a car and were climbing
through a hedge to go to the
dump when they were cut down
by bursts of gunfire.”

The IRA totally rejected an
RUC statement which claimed
that the SAS unit had opened
fire after challenging the men,
saying:

“There were no calls to halt,
no I and the Vol
were unarmed.”

The IRA statement added:

“In all probability, the ammun-
ition had also been removed from
the weapons by the British sold-
iers as an extra precaution against
the men successfully defending
themselves.”

CLOSE RANGE

The shooting happened in day-
light hours just after 3pm with
local people reporting that they
heard around 50 shots being
fired in rapid succession. Colm
McGirr and Brian Campbell were
cut to pieces in a hail of bullets
fired at close range as another

“Perhaps it is no coincide
that the nationalist enclave of
Bawnmore has seen an escalation
in harassment by the UDR and
RUC. However, regardless of.
who pulled the trigger in this dast-
ardly crime, the blame must rest
fairly and squarely upon those
prominent loyalist politicians who
for the past few weeks have, by
their public rantings, made it plain
that they wish to see an ‘open
season’ declared on the nationalist
people.”

EXCHANGE
Meanwhile, Joe Austin, Sinn
Fein’s Belfast regional chairperson,
is pressing the DHSS to allow res-

IRA Vol , driving their
brown Talbot car, accelerated
away from the scene. He was
wounded as the SAS fired after
him. However, despite a smashed
windscreen and the bodywork
of the car riddled with bullets,

VOLUNTEER Colm Mec-
Girr, aged 23, was the
f 11 child

g o
i.ike_.BJriasnt Campbell he

idents of the Estate,

ph’s High

Qrhanl

where male loyment is over
650%, to sign on locally rather than
at the Church Road exchange.

Pointing out that prior to the
murder of Joseph Craven several
people from the estate have been
physically attacked by loyalists
while on their way to or from the
office, Austin called on the DHSS
to use a small community centre
in Bawnmore for several days each
week as an alternative unemploy-
ment exchange.

He added:

“Failing this, | will be pressing
the DHSS to allow for some form
of flexibility in ‘signing-on’ times,
so that people whose lives may be
at risk can vary their times and
days for attendance at the Church
Road exchange.

§ and took a great
interest in the local Coal-
island Fianna Gaelic team.
The McGirr family were first
victimised by crown forces in
1969 when they arrested Brian's
brother Peter. Brian was only
eight-years-old at the time but
this and other related incidents
Iu_h a lasting impression on
him and added to his growing
awareness of the nature of
British occupation.
He was described
less worker to whomnn.oﬁizz‘l;
was too petty and a d

bullets o

TWO IRISH
AID 10

Ri;

| BY MAEVE ARMSTRONG I

staked out, were awaiting the
d executed them on the spot
or detain them whatsoever.
the Volunteer managed to drive
on before abandoning the car
near Coalisland.

Mrs Sarah Rafferty, who lives
about 30 yards away from the
scene of the shooting, witnessed
an ambulance arriving, yet almost
a full hour later it left without
removing the Volunteers” bodies
as the RUC had sealed off the
entire area.

Sarah Rafferty reported that
80-year-old Jeannie O’Hagan, a
nearby resident, had the roof
of her house peppered by SAS
gunfire and was too frightened
to leave:

“She is huddled around an
electric fire, absolutely terrified.”

Apart from the severe mutil-
ation caused by bullet wounds to
Colm McGirr's body, both his
wrists and arms were broken
after he was shot and killed.

There is also reason to suggest
that Brian Campbell, who it is
believed lived for a short time
after the shooting, had black
marks on his body which could
have been caused by being kicked
or thrown around.

Both bodies were eventually
removed at 7pm that night, a full
three hours after the shooting and
taken to Craigavon Area Hospital
where Mrs Cathleen Campbell and
a local priest, Fr Brian McCreesh,
were refused access by the RUC.

FEELINGS
At the Requiem Mass for Colm
McGirr on Tuesday Fr McCreesh
summed up the feelings of not
only Coalisland people but of the

army harassed him on a regular

s.

Colm was arrested no later
than a week ago and held for
three days. Before he left
Gough Barracks, the RUC told
him he would never see 1984,
a prediction that was brutally
fulfilled.

IRA Volunteer Brian Camp-
bell, aged 19, was the fifth
child of Brendan and Cath-
leen Campbell. He had four
brothers and two sisters,
one of whom, eight-year-old
Declan, died from a brain
tumo 1974 (Brian was
buried in the same grave
as Declan on Tuesday).

and strong-willed Volunte
cause o'_ his known npu.l:ii::
sympathies, the RUC and British

He ded St Joseph's High
School and played Gaelic foot-
ball for Clonce. On leaving

“ school he went into the family

MED IRA Volunteers, 19-year-old Brian ¢,
TWO UNAR Coalisland, County Tyrone, wer, "4a
n Sunday afternoon, Decembe"‘
just a few seconds after they aligh, d’fm b
check an IRA arms dump. Ty 4
SAS squad were in the immediate
dump, off the Cloghog Road, sug-

Brs

entire ..

Both Volunteers !

:

business a5 2 ™
From his

family expe

was arrest®’
him it woJ;’




be|| gnd 23-year-

!rcilesdv gunn
th Jpy an under-
Om their car to

!
Naljge people of the

ing:
ely ki e law of nature
som A
fendeg and violated
'en .‘,, struck down in
®  plgce by faceless,

Mok’
remmercial life of
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be pyried was Volun-
Campbell, whose Tri-
'd coffin left the fam-
thajgwo-mile route to
ipe| | passing on the
' thajseene of Sunday’s
‘e tjpy chapel was in-
0 *eammodale the

ss, allone piper led the
' coffin was carried by
he family grave where
ar-ofd brother Declan
Twarother IRA Vol-
gh Coney and Kevin
are jalso buried near-

sked and armed IRA
formed a guard of
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| Brit helicopter which
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Vreaths were laid on
'yrone Brigade IRA,
'd family members.
»f three shots was fired
in,

the mourners were
ein elected represent-
. Adams, Danny Mor-
in McGuinness and
N, \Qho gave the orat-

) hk sympathies to
f the dead man, he

tal | deaths of Brian
ere \an assault on the
ommunity in an at-

d received RUC death threats

@ A lone piper leads the funeral cortege of several thousand mourners at Vol Col

tempt once again by the British
authorities to make the Croppies
lie down.

“What happened last Sunday
was that two Irish men were cut
down in the youth of their lives,
brutally murdered without mercy
by the psychopaths of the British
army, operating on behalf of, and
under, the direct orders of James
Prior and his foreign British gov-
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ernment.”

He linked the historical tradit-
jon of militant active republican-
ism in the Coalisland area. He re-
called the first civil rights march
in Coalisland when Brian and
Colm would have been mere
children. Growing up, he said,
they would have seen “what Brit-
ish and unionist rule was doing to
their people, how it brought noth-

im McGirr’s funeral on Tuesday

Ing but unemployment, nothing
but repression and second<lass
citizenship”,

He continued:

“As young men they would
have seen the reality of the situat-
ion in which we find ourselves to-
day, and they, like many others,
drew the Inescapable conclusion
that they had no other choice but
to resist the evil British presence

ytof mechanic.
rly, teens, as his
ced at first hand
f the Brits and
me| conscious of
hedped on the
le.}
brdther Seamus
fo 14 years’
n 1981 on con-
vtsi and was one
rs \who escaped
an September
, cbnstantly har-
and the RUC,
on a regular
1t that escalated
erd escape (see
217th).

otcasion Brian
 RUC ‘promised”
e [the last time
99Ny 10 shoot
p fthe score for

A
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® (AA Volunteers give a soldier's salute to their fallen comrade Vol Brian Campbell

in our country.”

He strongly condemned “the
hypocrisy of high churchmen and
the Pharisees of constitutional
politics”’, who remained silent

ast as a bugler sounded The Last
Jpost and silence fell on those as-
sembled.

As a last mark of respect, three
IRA Volunteers gave a final salute
to their fallen comrade by firing
a volley of shots over his coffin.

Giving the oration, Danny Mor-
rison slammed British direct-ruler
James Prior, saying:

“These two brave men died on
behalf of James Prior so that he
could offer to the loyalists in gen-
eral, and the Official Unionists in
particular, the blood of these two
brave Irish men and lure them
back into his Assembly.

“And | hope James Prior Is
never able to wash the blood from
his hands and can never sleep in
his bed without nightmares of
what he has created for our famil-
ies and our people.”

He related how the news media
had reported the shooting, that
‘two gunmen’ had been shot by
the SAS, in comparison to the
way UDR and RUC men are de-
scribed as “firstly, two Protestants
had been shot dead, then they
happen to be postmen or milk-
men, and then as a throwaway re-
mark that they happen to be
members of the UDR or RUC”.

“But in this case,” he contin-
ued, “they didn’t say that two
Catholics had been shot dead.
They didn't say Brian Campbell,
a motor mechanic, had been shot
dead, or two Volunteers in the
Irish Republican Army had been
shot dead, they said ‘two gun-
men”.”"

SACRIFICES

He briefly outlined republican
resistance to British rule from
1916, throughout the various |RA
campaigns and on to the sacrifices
of the hunger-strikers in the H-
Blocks, saying:

“This generation, the people of
the six counties, are off their
knees with a vengeancel”

Years of British occupation
had, he said, given men like Colm
McGirr and Brian Campbell the in-
tegrity, after 60 years of second-
class citizenship, to “7ift up a rifle
against the illegal British occupiers
of our country”.

He continued:

“I do incite people to be free.
| do incite people to overthrow
British rule in Ireland. | do incite
people to see come true the just
dream of a free, united Ireland
which these two young men laid
down their lives for.

PEACE

‘“We want peace, et that mess-
age go out loud and clear. Let
someone show us if there is a
peaceful path to a united Ireland,

Carron lud
ing Prior and the unionists to do
their worst but urged them to re-
member:

“You may make sacrificial
lambs of grandmothers, you may
shoot down unarmed IRA Vol-
unteers, but we are strong in a
strength that has been born out of
years of struggle.

“Our people have something
that not even your SAS has, we
have the spirit of freedom, we
have the right on our side. Our
cause is moral, it is just, and men
like Brian Campbell and his com-
rade are the guarantee that it will
triumph.”

MOURNERS

The strong republican Meenagh
Park housing estate, where Volun-
teer Colm McGirr grew up, turned
out en masse to walk behind his
coffin which, like Brian Camp-
bell’s, was draped with the nation-
al flag. As they made their way
down Anagher Hill, the mourners
swelled into Coalisland town, past
the RUC barracks and on to the
chapel on St Peter’s Hill.

Two Brit helicopters buzzed
the mourners as they came out
after the Mass but proved unable
to prevent ten uniformed IRA
Volunteers from flanking their
comrade’s coffin. The Tricolour in
the graveyard was lowered to half-

except to congratulate the SAS.
d by !

let tell us if we can ach-
ieve our just demands to be treated
equally, that we can achieve our
national rights by constitutional
means.

“Nobody can tell us that, and
that’s why the Brits and the loyal-
ists are hypocrites when they con-
demn people such as these young
men who laid down their lives and
who resorted, eventually, to the
use of force to bring about free-
dom. Because they know that you
can’t boot a people into the
ground, you can’t make slaves out
of them, you can’t make second-
class citizens out of them, or put
them in jail, without in return ex-
pecting reaction. That reaction
comes historically, truthfully and
properly through the freedom
struggle of the Irish Republican
Army.

“Yes, we will have peace. Yes,
the dream will come true. And it
is the duty of every one of us that
when we next come back to Colm
McGirr’s and Brian Campbell’s
graves next Easter, that between
now and then all of us have made
a contribution to the freedom
struggle.

‘“We will have our country,
these two men deserve it. We are
proud of them, and we make no
apology for them. We salute
them,

P
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Creeping
complacency

A Chara,

The recent retractions of
Robert Lean, Patrick McGurk and
William Skelly came as welcome
news to the nationalists of Ire-
land. While the retractions have
clearly undermined the Brit/RUC
policy of using paid perjurers to
imprison republican resistance,
the system is far from defeated.

A notable degree of complac-
ency appears to have crept into
nationalist communities in the
wake of recent developments. Yet
it wasn’t too long ago, only Sept-
ember 11th, when hundreds of
people poured onto the streets of
West Belfast to demonstrate their
determined opposition to the use
of paid perjurers.

The following day, Crumlin
Road Courthouse was the scene
of another spirited rally. And
then, on October 2nd, more than
300 packed into St Patrick’s Hall,
in Dungannon, to organise a grass-
roots campaign against the show
trials. That campaign continues
and will only succeed with the
active support of the nationalist
people. There is no time for
apathy or complacency.

To date, about 400 people
have been charged on the sole
word of paid perjurers. Recent
court decisions have shown that
countless more will be rammed
through the system.

A Chara,

Gaeltacht in danger? No,
the Gaeltacht, at least in
North West Donegal, is in
extreme danger!

Persumably your opinion colu-
mn was written before you got
the news that three of the appoin-
ted Udards members (one of them
Méire Bean Mhic Niallais of the
NW Gaeltacht), had been fired
by the Free State Gaeltacht
Minister. This really highlights
the immense pressure on the al-
ready hardpressed Gaeltacht
communities. | have worked close-
ly with Méire and know how hard
she has fought for the survival
and the future of the Gaoth
Débhair community.

In the context of your edi-
torial — with which | agree 99%
— 1| would urge that you con-
tinue to highlight the Gaeltacht
issue at this very crucial time,
UdarSs must be preserved in
order thet it be transformed
to take on its ideal character as a

In the Kevin y case,
Chief Justice Lord Lowry dis-
missed 32 of the 46 charges, des-
cribing McGrady’s testimony as
“unreliable”, “inconsistent”, “un-
satisfactory” “bizarre” and “del-
iberatsly evasive”. \n spite of the
unambiguous language, Lowry
went on 10 convict seven men on
the remaining charges. The implic-
ations are clear — judges no longer
have to pretend they believe these

so-called ‘supergrasses’.

The recent Jackie Grimley
triel gave no cause for comfort,
Judge Gibson did throw out all
the charges which were based en-
tirely on  Grimles evidence.
Those convicted had all signed
statements while being ‘interrogat-
ed’ in Castlereagh. But it was the
word of Grimley — a self-confessed
lisr, drunk and paid police
informer — that prompted their
arrest in the first place.

More than likely, the police
and the crown knew full well that
Grimley's evidence would be toss-
ed out, By then, it would be too
late for those who had signed
‘confessions’. As well, the state
will make sure it gets a fair bit of
propaganda out of the Grimley
case. They will trot it out to show
the world that the judicial system
in the six counties is not being
abused.

Advocates of the system claim
the right people are being sent
away so the public should not be
concerned about the civil, legal
and human rights violations.
Courts were never designed to es-
tablish guilt or innocence in ab-
solute terms. Convictions are
supposed to be handed down
when guilt is established beyond a
reasonable doubt. Guilt beyond a
reasonable doubt can not and will
not ever be established through
the use of ‘uncorroborated acc-
omplice evidence’.

No one is safe and the nation-
alist people can ill afford to look

power:
base.

Without Udarés et this eri-
tical time, the Gaeltacht is doom-
ed to one of two possible fates,
Either the decay of neglect (on
the establishment arguments of
recession) with the sccompanying
unemployment, run down of ser-
vices etc, or the explosive exploi-
tation of the western coastal
regions by mineral/oll-hunting
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and vital tommunity government’
cannot be run from the front
pariours of the Udards represen-
tatives...

"A second vital step should
have been the realisation that
‘local government” structures were
not enough... even as Udards
was being created,

| have with your o

the defence of the
n important part of
any struggle for an independent
Irish republi Y.

Nol It Is the important part,
| would not belittle the issues
of utban deprivation end its

everywhere were tumning against
the local authorities —~ a protest
which (generally in urban areas)

~ sea the 1
Sinn Fein publication The Nat-
fonal Offshore 1980. Both mean
death to the language end cul-
ture — already almost terminal
in some parts,

But, as AP/RN suggests, Odarbs
in its present form is not enough.
The extensively social/environ-
mental study which | carried out
with the people of the NW
Gaeltacht put the position thus:
Idarés na Gaeltachta was
largely created to provide the
geeltacht areas with their own
“ocal authority’; where none had
existed before this was an immen-
se step forward. ...But the ‘re-or-
ganisation’ stopped there. The
further advances at that time
should have been obvious. The
full apparatus should have been
established immediately — o
‘town hall’ a community plan-
ning office, an employment cen-
tre etc.

“Notwithstanding

traditional
culture, an fect)

to others to fight and win this
battle. The Solicitors Criminal Bar
Assocation says it wants its mem-
bers to pull out of the show trials.
So far, the weight of their wallets
has rendered them immobile. The
media’s treatment of the issue has
been superficial at best, but more
often misleading and sensation-
alised.

The united efforts of the Irish
people have triumphed in the
past. The campaign against the
show trials can triumph as well.
Its success or failure, rests with
you, the people. Join the comm-
ittees being set up in your comm-
unity and, in 1984, smash the
show trials.

Louise Bryant,

Belfast.

® KEVIN McGRADY
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Significant
step

A Chara,

We are never short of the
English public congratulating oth-
ers on the establishing of a civil
right through the courts of this
country.

Today | would like to con-
gratulate the members of another

at least a move towards
devolving some power to the
grassroots.

“The denger is thet a void
has been created within the
community — lronically by the
creation of Udards_itelf. Thet
void is a sense of loss of power
at the most important level of
all — the people who make up
the community. The situation
seems worsened by the feeling
that Udards decisions are made at
party political level...”

As | have noted befors in
AP/RN, the study we did (that
is, the people and |) fortunately
uiggered off a democratically
elected — and deliberately non-
politically based — parish council
for the Gaoth Débhair area of the
NW Gaeltacht. It is this body
which must now fight to save
the Udarés and press forward for
a decentralised community-based
Gaelic future.

mat

society, another era, those who
live, and often die, under the
degrading conditions of the "hum-
an dustbin’ of the Victorian era.

Recently, the prison populat-
ion in England established a 19th
century civil right through the
Divisional Court. It is simply the
right of a prisoner to be allowed
legal representation when charged
with serious infractions of prison
discipline before the prison Board
of Visitors.

That right has always been
in existence since the birth of the
Boards of Visitors, in the late
19th century, but the bureaucrats
felt that it would best be buried
beneath the dust of Home Office
archives. Hundreds of prisoners
endured years of sacrifice and
suffering to uncover it, and today
they take a small, but significant,
step into the 20th century.

Slowly the wall of silence and
shroud of secrecy are crumbling
around us.

The authorities may hold in
subjugation 44,000 working-class
people, but these people will not
be silenced. Harsher sentencing
and the erosion of civil liberties
will not deter those who cry out
against injustice, Like the Home
Office archives, the ruling clique

holds on, but the river of feeling

AAABARDLBTASS RE A

soclal -
| grew up with them In my
native Liverpool. Any fight for
freedom In my country will start
from the urban ghettoes, for that
Is where the culture of my people
lies, But the Republican Move-
maent is fighting for Ireland and
where 5 the essence of Ireland
but in the Gasltacht.

This Is no mere sentimentality
for the surface character of the
Gaeltacht — @ our Donegal
report put it “a living Irish lan-
guage lining the dole queues is no
great dream™ — but as an English
man who, in one way or another,
has wried to be invoived in your
country for a quarter of @ century,
| have seen clearly how you are a
different nation and it is in the
Gaeltacht | have seen that most
torcibly.

| think it was Corkery who viv-
idly described how the Irish,
no matter what miseries of con-
quest they endured, were al-
ways able to slip away behind
that weil where no congueror
could observe, let alone molest

rish social effective low for that i eemaent  them, N

which [ see flowing will not be
stifled by oppression nor secret
Acts,

Comrades, | salute you on this
significant victory in our struggle
for justice, yet it is but a small
landmark on a very long journey.

Irish political prisoner,

Long Lartin Prison,

Worcestershire,

England.

III‘II_IHI:
choinniollacha

A Chara,

Anois agus na hddarsis carcach,
Oifig Thuaisceart Eireann agus na
polaiteoiri tagtha arais chun tal-
aimh i ndiaidh an Ealaithe mh&ir
scrfobhfaidh mé beagan faoin stdid
anseo i bPrfosdn Magilligan,

Doire.

‘Sé an rud is mé anseo ‘N cuir .
isteach ar shaol socair na mbair-
déir né focfaidh td as’. Nuair a
bhionn fadhb ag fear cuireann sé
iarratas isteach leis an rialt6ir a
fheicedil leis an fhadhb a phié. Nfl
rud ar bith priobhdideach anseo.
Bionn a fhios ag gach bairdéir do
fhadhb. Thug mé a cdpla rud faoi
deara 6 théinig mé anseo.

phenomenon many times in the
early morning bars of West
Donegal when the tourists have
rotired besotten, bemused and,
thank God, happy. Then the
people of the community gather
to be themselves! | have con-
sidered it one of the greatest
Joys of my life to finally be
admitted to those gatherings,

Or have 17 Perhaps | will
never know.

What | do know is that with-
out @ Gasltacht to fight for, the
Is really no reason for a republican
Struggle. How it is seen is not the
important factor. Méirtin O Cad-
hain wrote years ago that:

“.. You could have in the
Gaeltacht if not student books,
if not Lebor Gabala, at least
real Gaelic communities, juvenile
delinquency, Beatles, shebeens
and all,

“I would have Rathlin recolo-
nised with all the surviving
Southern Scottish Gaelic-speakers.
| would have Donegal Irish —
corrupted with enough ecumen-
ical jargon to curse the Pope
— extended to Portadown...”

Agree with G Cadhain or not,
what matters is that the only
worthwhile struggle is for the sur-
vival of the ‘culture’ of the
ordinary people, and in Ireland
that begins in the Gaeltacht.

Anson,

England.

Ar duds stadfar litreacha gan
fath. Ni insftear duit gur stadadh
iad agus nuair a fhiafrafonn duine
ded’ chuairteoirf an f4th nér fhreag
rafodh a litir dheireannach is
ansin a fhaigheann sé amach gur
stopadh a chuid litreach.

Td raidié agam san ‘oifig glac-
tha’ le nfos mé né seachtain anois
agus nf bhfuair mé go 16ill 6. Seo
an rialtdir arfs. Uaireanta bfonn
feitheamh miosa né nios faide

- agat sula bhfaigheann ti aon rud.

‘Siad an bia agus &bhar nfoch-

a thagann bia
6n bhialann bionn sé fuar. Didl-
taftear 6 a théamh arfs. Fosta |
dtaca le bia de ni thugtar ach an
méid a mhairfidh nios 16 né seach-
tain. Mar sin de ni fhaightear go
leor sidicra n salainn.
| dtaobh &bhar nfochain de nf
bhionn déthain riamh. T4 easpa
gallGnaigh ann lendr gcuid éadafl a
choinnedil glan. Bionn imeall
dubh ar na doirtil de bharr easpa
pGdair lena nglanadh. Bionn
drochbholadh bréan ag teacht 6n
leithreas de thairbhe dbhar glanta
gan _;‘bmlth ar f4il.
socraithe déanta ag an d§
thaobh anseo eadrainn féin le
nfochan, caidreamh, ithe srl. T4
na dilseoirf ag agid agus nf bhain-
eann siad feidhm as an tseomra

|mar sin le gach rud. Nusir a
| théimid amach ag eaclafocht glac-
|tar seatsnna arfs, dfisecirl 16
amhin, sinne |6 eile.

Achen rud a thiteann amach
anseo is iad na Poblachténaigh s
md a bhionn thios leis. Tamall 6
sHin thug na bairdéirl ar dhflseoir
amhéin dul Isteach sa bhialann
linn. D'larr muid ar an dilseoir an
socri a choinnedil agus chuaigh
s6 amach arfs gur mhinigh sé nach
ralbh sé tollteanach an socr(i a
bhriseadh. De bharr go bhfacthas
fear dér gculd ag caint lels an dfl-
seor chulr na bairdéir( ina leith
gur bhagair s6 ar an dilseoir. Bain-
eadh 1§ is fiche de loghadh an
Phoblachtdnaigh mar thoradh ar
an eachtra seo agus chaill sé If is
fiche de phribhi6idl — rud a thag-
ann go bhfuil sé faoi ghlas i rith an
lae ar feadh thri seachtain.

Sin cur sfos ar an stéid anseo
agus té sdil agam gur féidir & a
fhoilsiG. Slan agus beannacht.
Beir bua.

Cime Cogaidh Poblachtinach,

Bloc-1,

Magilligan.

® LORD GERRY FITT

Another fit
title

A Chara,

May | be allowed to add my
tuppence-worth to the debate on
@ more suitable title for Lord
Gerry (not so much a socialist,
more a soclal-climber), Fitt of
Bell’s Hill? k

Obviously, Kevin  Burke's
‘Hell’s Bells' and F McCarry's
‘Dolly’s Brae' are deserving of
consideration, but | feel that they
don‘t adequately fit the complete
Gerry.

Given that Gerry's toadying to
the Brit establishment has become
something of a sick joke and that
his willingness to support the Brit-
ish line is bordering on the ob-
scene, | would suggest that the
definitive title must be ‘Lord Fitt
of Benny Hill’.

No problems there about steal-
ing a Planter’s name and I'm sure
that Gerry wouldn't mind being
named after a ‘famous’ English
man.
Sean Phillips,
Ballymena,
County Antrim.

Overdue
tecision

A Chara,

The decision by Tallaght coun-
cillors to move a Section 4 mot-
ion against the development of
the animal pound at Saggart
was long overdue.

The residents have lodged their
objections and Sinn Fein pro-
posed that such a pound should
be sited away from residential
areas and controlled by Dublin
County Council.

The matter regarding the im-
provement of Boherboy Road,

, Was a request put to
- Leinster House deputiesand coun-
cillors a long time ago. Maybe
now they will get together, have
a look at the road, and ensure
that any improvements necessary
are carried out.

PRO,

bidh. Mar gheall ar niochan
1é_glactar sealanna agus bim(d

-



EVER SINCE the arrival of
ish in 1509 and the subsequent geno-
cide of the _hative Amerindian popu-
lation, the history of Jamaica has been
one of ongoing struggle against foreign
control and exploitation.

Independence from Britain in 1
had little effect on the economic explgie;t?:rsn
and cultural domination of English and
North American interests. Over 90% of the
population are descended from African
slaves, most of whom have to scrape a
meagre existence in conditions of extreme
poverty, while most of the island’s wealth
and establishment institutions are in the
hands of a white and light-skinned elite.

Throughout the 1970s the government
of the ‘moderate’, democratic socialist
People’s National Party attempted to follow
a more independent path, with economic
reforms aimed at harnessing the benefits
from Jamaica’s large bauxite deposits (the
ore from which aluminium is made).

This move was strenuously opposed by
the large American corporations which
were reaping vast profits from bauxite
mining.

This and the increasingly independent
stance adopted by the PNP, in particular
their friendly relationship with neighbour-
ing Cuba, set Jamaica on a collision course
with the US administration, who felt their
influential hold on the island was threat-
ened.

the Span-

DOWNFALL

A destabilisation programme was begun
by the CIA to bring about the downfall of
the PNP government with tactics being
employed similar to those used against
the Allende government in Chile prior to the
military coup there in 1973.

The PNP resisted strong pressure to turn
to the International Monetary Fund for
a loan until their re-election in 1976, when
they accepted a loan and the accompanying
stringent economic measures imposed on
them. This about-turn was seen as a betrayal
by the electorate, who had only recently
voted for a progressive and independent
economic programme free from foreign
control.

With the continuing destabilisation and
the flight of capital from Jamaica, the defeat
of the PNP and the return of the misnamed
Jamaican Labour Party (JLP) was ensured.
In a bitter and bloody election campaign
in 1980, with the country flooded with US
guns, over 800 people were killed.

Although there are major political differences
between the PNP and the JLP, a considerable
amount of political rivalry is territorially rather
than politically based. It hardly needs stating that
all the reactionary elements of the media, the
churches and the ‘security forces’ sided with the
JLP. Party leader Edward Seaga (or CIA -ga as he
is known), has placed himself firmly alongside

| ® EDWARD SEAGA t %
his political allies, Margaret Thatcher and Ronald
Reagan.

Since the bloody 1980 election, the economy
has continued to decline and the PNP have regained
lost support, mostly at the expense of their more
leftwing members who have left the PNP to join
the recently formed Workers Party of Jamaica
(WPJ).

PORTRAY
With Seaga’s position becoming increasingly
insecure, the tragic events in Grenada gave him the
opportunity to portray himself as the military
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@ Seaga’s right-wing gunmen open fire on |§
- PNP supporters during the 1980 elections |

ally of the USA in ‘rescuing’ Grenada. He has em-

barked on an evangelical-like crusade ‘in defence
of freedom and democracy’, in which all left-wing
and progressive forces are portrayed as communist,
godless subversives.

Answering British criticisms of the invasion of
Grenada, a director of Jamaica’s only national
and pro-JLP daily paper, The Gleaner, defended
the American invasion by asking what Thatcher
would do if a similar situation developed in Ireland
after the IRA had come to power in an all-Ireland
republic. Seaga has also stated that if the PNP had
remained in power after the 1980 election, events
similar to those which occurred in Grenada would
have happened in Jamaica.

The ‘Grenada factor’ is the most obvious reason
for Seaga’s announcemazut of a snap-election on
December 15th, giving only three weeks’ notice to
opposition parties. Two days before announcing
the election, on 23rd, he

® Nei
also faced bloody assaults

wings, had stated firmly that they would boycott
any election called before the new electoral register
could be used — this would have been ready in six
months’ time. At a meeting of the PNP’s national

a massive 77% devaluation of the Jamaican dollar
against the US dollar, under instruction from the
IMF. Having a ‘cut and run’ election, he will be
hoping to be returned to power before the drastic
effects of the devaluation take hold.

Even before the election was called, the PNP,
still in some disarray between its left and right

on 27th, this
decision was unanimously endorsed.

The JLP will now be conducting a short, shock
election campaign by themselves, which is sure to
increase bitterness. Far more is at stake than the
outcome of a fixed one-horse race in a country
where the poor will have to continue their long
struggle for real freedom.

Reagan velo

BY SIOBHAN OMALLEY T
THE American-backed Salvadorean government has been given 9 “?\w
N

boosts terr

the go-ahead by Reagan to continue the wholesale slaughter.of
civilians by the right-wing semi-official death squads, which
have already been responsible for the murder of 3,269 people in
the first eight months of this year.

Since 1979, an estimated 37,000
civilians have been murdered by
these squads, many of the victims
being tortured and mutilated before
being killed. No member of .the
death squads has ever been convict-
ed of any of these murders.

A Bill, already unanimously
passed by the United States Con-
gress, which extended existing leg-
islation making US military aid to
El Salvador conditional on ‘progress
on human rights’, in particular the
curbing of the excesses of the death
squads, has been vetoed by Reagan.
One clause in the Bill specifically
demanded the bringing to tria) of
the murderers of eight Americans in
El Salvador, four of them mission-

Reagan exercised his veto to de-
feat the renewal of the Bill on Nov-
ember 30th, only five days after the
American ambassador to El Salvad-
or, Thomas Pickering, publicly con-
demned the Salvadorean govern-
ment’s failure to take action against
army officers known to have been
involved in the murders, saying:

“No one wants to live in a coun-
try where no efforts are made to
find out who dumps bodies in gas
stations and parking lots. No one
wants his children to grow up in
fear that almost anything they say
may be taken as ‘subversive”.”

CERTIFIED
Reagan, as required by the fairly

side their San Salvador headquarters

rights progress’ in El Salvador four times
in the last two years despite death squad
activity. But the truth in El Salvador of
the government-sponsored terror cam-
paign has been become so well publicised
that the hypocrisy of his action would

sasnagaties involveg! in welfare work, , .

@ Government troops, who operate in the plainclothes death lax by night, out-

as well as condemnation.

Instead he has gone one step further,
vetoed the legislation and is bent on
propping up an obscene dictatorship in
El Salvador which can only hang on to
power against the dynamic freedom

@ Reagan claims there has bean ‘hum-
an rights progress’ in El Salvador
American military aid and a major cam-
paign of terror against the civilian pop-
ulation.
Once again, an illustration of what
the US role as self-styled ‘protectors of
democracy’ in Central America and the

tion, had, certified, thuman, . have pxposed.him ta widespre: ,rW@h-mwwmmmumﬂ
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Regional
officers

AT the inaugural meetings of two Sinn
Fein regional committees, the following
officer boards were elected.
Belfast/Lagan Valley/North Down:-
chair: Joe Austin; vice-chair: Mary En-
right; secretary: Margaret Flynn; treas-
urer: Roisin Martin; finance: Sean Mc-
Auley; women: Maura McCrory ; culture:
Mairtin O Mailloire; trade unions: Mick
Conlon; agriculture: Kay O'Brien.

County Derry/South West Antrim:-
honorary president: Kevin Agnew; chair:
John Davey; vice-chair: Michael Mc-
Gonagle; secretaries: Maire Glass and
Aine Ni Chaiside; treasurer: Hugh Corry;
vice-treasurer: Sean Corry; organiser:
Benedict McElwee; PRO: Colm O Scuill-
in; finance: John O'Neill; education:
Michael Hasson.

! @ JOHN DAVEY

Decamber 8th, 1983

STUDENTS TO FIGHT DISCRIMINATORY LOAN SCHEME

BY JACK MADDEN

STUDENT leader Joe
Duffy has denounced
the Coalition govern-
ment’s proposed ‘act-
lon programme for
education’ as a further
attack on public education
spending and has warned that
it heralds the further priv-
atisation of education in the
twenty-six counties.

At a press conference in the
US| headquarters in North Great
George'’s Street, Dublin, on Monday
last, union leaders outlined their
opposition to the proposed bank-
loan scheme as a means of financing
students in third-level colleges.
According to US| president Joe
Duffy:

“This scheme will militate ag-
ainst the less lucrative sectors of
the third-level education system,
such as the arts, against ‘unconnect-
ed’ people in faculties like law and
medicine (who would not have
the ‘pull’ of relatives in either
profession), and against women to
whom the banks will be less in-
clined to give money in case they
get married,”

Unlike other European countries,
where student loan schemes operate, the
Irish student has the extra burden of
tuition fees, which in universities ranges
from £750 per year upwards and in the

Sinn Fein
AGMs

AT the AGMs of the following branches
of Sinn Fein, new officer boards were
elected.

BAILE MUNNA

Cumann Mhic Chaba/Ui Choigligh:-
cathaoirleach/OCP: Sean O Mearthaile;
leaschathaoirleach/ceardchumann: Seoir-
se O Mairseail; runai: Brian Mac Aodha;
cisteoir/mna: Cora Ni Mhairseail; oifig-
each: Sean de Buite; oideachas/cultur:
Padraig O Maoilsteighe; oifigeach foirithe:
Micheal O Dolain; teachta do comhairle
ceantair: Michael D'Arcy.

BELFAST
North/South/East Belfast comhairle
ceantair:- chair: Sean McKnight; vice-
chair: Paul McGarrigle; secretary: Brian
McNulty; vice-secretary: Denis Donald-
son; PRO: Paddy McManus; organiser:
Mick Conlon: POWs: Mary Doyle; wom-
en: Kay O'Brien.

COLLON
Joe McDonnell cumann:- chair: Ollie
Halpenny; secretary/PRO: Mick Ward;

treasurer: Nick Morgan; education: Jim
Gavin.
DERRY
Derry comhairle ceantair:- chair:
Mitchel McLaughlin; vicechair: Mary

Nelis; secretary: Brid Ni Corrain; treas-
urer: Kevin McGettigan; PRO: Seamus
Keenan; education: Martha McClelland;
organiser: Eddie McGowan; finance:
Willie Carlin; recruitment: Sile Fleming.

DROGHEDA
Bobby Sands cumann:- chair: Hugh
McShane; secretary: Eugene Godfrey;
treasurer: Eamonn Starrs; PRO: Barry
Mullen.

DUN DEALGAN

Worthington/Watters Brothers cum-
ann:- chair: Sean Kenna; vice<chair:
Tommy McDermott; secretary: Sean
O Cleirigh; vice-secretary: Kenneth Cost-
ello; treasurer: Hugh McMahon; vice-
treasurer: Geraldine Kenna; education:
Maureen McArdle; PRO: Olivia Kenna;
women: Ann Shields; delegates to comh-
airle ceantair: Kenneth Costello and
Geraldine Kenna.

NEW ROSS

Micheal O Hanrahan:- chair: Nick
Reilly; vicehair: Richie Roche; sec-
retary: Sean Cullen; PRO: Mick Kane;
treasurers: Paschal Warren and Moses
Murphy; organiser: Jim Dwyer; educat-
ion: Eileen Flynn; delegates to comhairle
ceantair: Mick Kane and Jim Dwyer.

NEWRY
John Mitchel cumann:- secretary:
Ann Marie Willis; organiser: P.J. Blair;
treasurer: B. Curran; education: S.
Stewart; PRO: E. Mathuna; culture:
B. Clarke; women: E. Byrne.

| colleges from £220-£450. Nor
will the interest subsidy which operates
in other countries be available here.

ADVERTISING

Throughout last summer the four
main banks, the Northern, Allied Irish,
Ulster and Bank of Ireland, invested in a
high-level advertising campaign to woo
students into accepting loans. The scale
of this advertising campaign demonstrates
the potential financial gain which the
banks expect to a

@ The USI press conference on Monday; (/eft to right): Mark Durkan (deputy president); Joe Duffy (president); Patricia O"Con-

EDUCATION B RIGHT
NOT R pRIVILEGE

nor (women's rights officer); and Tim McStay (research officer)

That such an advertising campaign
actually preceded the government's
announcement of a student-loan scheme
suggests collusion between Finance Min-
ister Alan Dukes and the banks.

“What he has done /s to take the
tax-payers’ education system and hand
it over to the banks,”” Joe Duffy said.

“There will be no educational, only
benefit. It will not create

student’s grad uation.

one extra place in education. The reas-

ons for the scheme are to cut back on
government education spending and to
ensure that the few places which are
currently available in that system will
go to those better off financially.”
Emphasising that the government had
no intention of transferring money
saved in third-level education spending
cuts to primary or secondary levels,

Banks alone to benefit

demn young people to economic slav-
ery” when they leave college, with huge
repayments over a seven-year period
to begin immediately.

Pointing out that in the USA, where
such a scheme does operate, 1,000
people are employed by the banks to
chase ‘bad debts’, Duffy concluded
“only concept

that the gov!mmems

Duffy added that this “ igh
naive and fruitless proposal will cmr

of is
social consequences”.

y cost, not the

BY | BY MAEVE ARMSTRONG]

THE POWER of the landed gentry is still alive and flourishing to
this day in County Tyrone, as outdated and archaic colonial land
laws, dating back to the 19th century, are stringently enforced in

order to maintain class distinction and the unionist ascendancy.

In a deed of settlement, dated
November 9th 1892, the vast Knox
Browne Estate — taking in 28 town-
lands around Clogher, Trillick, Five-
miletown and Fintona and covering
some 7,000 acres — was settled upon
John Harvey Knox Browne for life
to be passed on to his son and heir,
Thomas Harvey Knox Browne.

However, between 1899-1901, a
substantial majority of the estate’s
tenant farmers bought out their
landlord’s interest under the Land
Purchase Acts, thus owning their
holdings. There was, unfortunately,
one rather underestimated and
overlooked flaw in their purchase —
the landlord required that the agree-
ment would reserve his ‘sporting
rights’ over their land.

This entitled him, his ‘heirs and
assigns’ exclusive rights to ‘hunt,
destroy or retrieve’, all game, wild
fowl and fish on their property.

John Harvey Knox Browne died
in 1927 and the estate was inherit-
ed by his son Mervyn until it ran
into financial difficulty and was
rescued by the Northern Bank. In
1957 they negotiated the sale of
the Knox Browne estate to an ex-
British army captain and present
-high-ranking UDR soldier, John
Henry Hamilton Stubber. Stubber
took up residence in 1958, together
with the sporting rights, on the land
belonging to surrounding farmers.

SELF-STYLED

For 20 years — until June 1978

— he freely exercised sporting rights
ith an attitude of a self-styled

landlord, before he finally lodged
an application to officially register
as owner of the sporting rights ag-
ainst the lands of his neighbours.

Ninety objections were lodged
against his application — represent-
ing the vast majority of farmers
in the area — which, according to
one of them, hill-top farmer Seam-
us McCaughey, were “gradually
whittled away during several hear-
ings from April 1980, to the beginn-
ing of 1982“.

“We didn't know the facts until
the application appeared in the paper,
then we got circulars and over 90%
objected, mainly nationalists and be-
tween 15-20 Protestant farmers from
the Clogher Valley and Fivemiletown.”

In relating the farmers main griev-
ances he continued:

“Stubber exercised those sporting
rights on a number of occasions. We have
to comply with the Ministry of Agricul-
ture’s rules and regulations, but it's
not easy when you have Captain Stubber
and his men running from one farm to
another breaking disease restrictions.
They can carry tuberculosis and fowl-
pest, not to mention the danger to live-
stock. In the past, the dogs have worried
sheep and cattle with six sheep being
slaughtered a few years ago.”

Another hill-top farmer, who makes
his living by grazing a few sheep and
cattle on the sparse countryside, ex-
plained why the majority of Protestant
farmers withdrew their objections:

“Only two or three didn't withdraw,
some of the others would be connect-
ed with the UDR and other forces in
some way which, after all, Stubber was
in.” 2 &
g COSTLY :
For those who persisted in op|

Stubber’s registration, the only legal
alternative open to them was the costly
and time-consuming prospect of taking
the case to the High Court, which at the
time was completely out of their Pprice
range so Stubber succeeded in his reg-
istration of archaic rluhu.

But two vears later Seamus Mo
'(:uoh-v. speaking o behalf

ation to oppose Stubber’s son (who
now runs the estate) freedom to tres-
Pass on any part of their land. So far,
he has made no indication that he in-
tends to do otherwise, but for the farm-
owners the affair still rankles, with the
l.lll'l }

mdr

Mdaghn. is in a very real sense
g Ig‘oi the unionist landed
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AT THE BACK|

| AM REMINDED this week of
when the Pope visited Ireland (or
at least the twenty-six counties)
in 1979.

When he arrived at Dublin Airport he
was greeted by a 21-gun-salute. And al-
most the first thing he did was to inspect
a guard of honour of Free State soldiers
with rifles smartly shouldered.

When he left Shannon Airport, almost the
last thing he did was to inspect a similar armed
guard and listen to the booming of 21 guns.

Now if guns have any purpose at all, it seems
to me that it can only be for killing (“Weapons
of death” as the Daily Mirror might describe
an IRA arms cache).

Yet this was considered to be the right and
proper way in which to welcome and say fare-
well to the leader of the Catholic Church, No-
where, at that time, could | find a word of
explanation from the Hierarchy, who invited
him here, or a word of protest from the ‘man
who came in peace’ at this violent greeting.

| am reminded of that visit this week be-
cause of a certain Fr Brendan Magee, the Bel-
ast parish priest who declared that he would
not carry out the funeral services of the Cath-
olic Church for a man who was gunned down
y loyalist assassins as he made his way to the
ole.

The reason for this priestly decision to de-
ve the bereaved family of religious comfort
(and it's not the first time it has been done) was
because comrades of the dead man might turn
up at the graveside and perhaps fire off three
hots — certainly not 21 — in a last salute, not
o Fr Brendan Magee, but to the dead man.

How is the distinction made?

Can it be that the Belfast man was on the
dole and is not entitled to honours bestowed
on Popes, who presumably are not on the
dole?
| suppose that is as logical as any other sug-
gestion.

Qo

"o

Presumably the reason that Catholicism has
survived so strongly among lIrish nationalists is
because of the minority of clerics, like those
who officiated at the funerals in Coalisland this
week.
They may not agree with the methods, or
even the politics, of those whom they bury, but
they do identify with their people and are not
afraid to comfort and support them. ;
On the other hand, the majority of clerics
and certainly of the bishops, archbishops and
cardinals who make up the Irish Hierarcf'\y are
never finished berating and betraying their nat-
jonalist congregations. Indeed, it often appears
ime they fall silent is when they
should be condemning an imperialist or sectar-
ian attack on one of their flock.
oo

Yet they seem to prosper greatly on it. .
They constantly get here and there aroun

PEOPLE’S post
‘F\ein voluntary workers in Derry and Belfast t!
eight years’ success
were handled last year.

The service in Derry,
the whole city and county has
year been extended to provide a
Derry-Belfast link-up. And there will

Belfast-Derry
link-up for
people’s post

Pass the plate

—and don’t ask q

B

N ]
| g

the world on conference and synod. They get
their summer and winter breaks in the sun.
They get out on the golf-course once or twice
a week. They live in extremely comfortable
homes — some even in palaces. They have the
limousine parked outside. They dine in the best
restaurants and hotels, drink the finest clarets
and brandies.

Dressed in scarlet and purple and in expens-
ively tailored suits (the cost of which would
keep a working-class family clothed for a year,
at least), they mix in the highest ranks of soc-
jety, rubbing shoulders with the elite of the pol-
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WHAT'S ON

FOUR MARTYRS COMMEMORATION
FOLK NIGHT
(to honour Mellows, O’Connor,
Barrett & McKelvey)
Featuring Battering Ram
Bpm Thursday 8th December
Andersonstown Social Club

BELFAST
Come early

estions

itical and business world.

No wonder the majority of them cannot id-

entify with their humble flock, who, incident-

ally, provide the funds for such lifestyles.
Nor would they wish to.

“Thank God, | am not like other men,” said
the Pharisee. And someone described the Phar-
isees as whited sepulchres and even worse.

But He cnded up dying on a cross between
two thieves. And no self—respecting Catholic
cleric would be seen dead in such company.

VES, NORMAL!
IRISHMEN BEING

M

ful operation in Derry, wi

which covers this year.

has this

OF THE
UD.R. MPLICATED IN
SECTARIAN ASSASSINATION!
HOW NORMAL. CAN
You GET ?!?

service for Christmas will be operated by Sinn
year,
here 15,000 cards

The service, at 10p a card or letter,
is much cheaper than the normal one,
and will operate from Monday, Decemb-
er 12th, to Thursday, December 22nd,

post will be accepted for del-
ivery followi

The service will operate from Sinn
Fein centres in Bogside, Creggan, Shan-
tallow and Waterside in Derry. In Belfast
there will be ‘republican post offices’
in Ardoyne, New Lodge, Bone, Moly-
neaux, Bawnmore, Markets, Short Strand,
Twinbrook, Poleglass and throughout
West Belfast.

ollowing

DEFEND TRADE UNION RIGHTS
MASS PICKET
Saturday 10th December
Condron’s Concrete Works
Arden Road
TULLAMORE
County Offaly
Buses leave Liberty Hall, Dublin,
at 12 noon. Taille £10 uncludes
fare, dinner & social
Organised by the ITGWU

DAY-LONG SINN FEIN
NEW MEMBERS COURSE
Saturday 10th December
DERRY
Out-of-town participants are welcome but
first phone Derry 268926
A follow-up course will be held on
Sunday 18th December

EAST MUNSTER/SOUTH LEINSTER
SINN FEIN REGIONAL MEETING
(South Tipperary, Waterford, Carlow,
Kilkenny & Wexford)
2pm Saturday 10th December
Metropole Hotel
Mary Street
WATERFORD
All members attending will have
voting rights

STOP THE SHOW TRIALS
RALLY
3pm Saturday 10th December
Top of Whiterock Road
BELFAST

LIAM MELLOWS COMMEMORATION
2.30pm Sunday 11th December
Golden Anchor Car Park
CASTLETOWN

County Wexford
Speaker: Seamus Twomey
FA e E T e M S
WEST ULSTER SINN FEIN
REGIONAL MEETING
(Mid-Ulster, Fermanagh, Foyle
& Donegal)
2pm Sunday 11th December
Jackson’s Hotel
BALLYBOFEY
County Donegal
Open to all Sinn Fein members

DUBLIN SINN FEIN
REGIONAL MEETING
(Dublin City & County)

2.30pm Sunday 11th December
5 Blessington Street
DUBLIN
All members attending will have
voting rights

NORTH MUNSTER SINN FEIN
REGIONAL MEETING
(North Tipperary, Clare & Limerick)
2.30pm Sunday 11th December
Connolly Hall
0O'Connell Street
LIMERICK
All members attending will have
wvoting rights

SOUTH MUNSTER SINN FEIN
REGIONAL MEETING
(Cork & Kerry)
3pm Sunday 11th December
Scott’s Hotel
College Street

KILLARNEY -
County Kerry

All members attending will have
voting rights

LABOUR & THE NORTHERN CRISIS
PUBLIC MEETING
8pm Monday 12th December
SFX Hall
Upper Sherrard Street
DUBLIN
Speakers: Ken Livingstone,
Matt Merrigan, Sean Redmond,
Padraigin Ni Mhurchu & Phil Fiynn

WOMEN'S SOCIAL EVENING
8pm Tuesday 13th December
The No. 5 Club
5 Blessington Street
DUBLIN
Speakers from St Theresa’s Gardens
Open to all women
Organised by the
Sinn Fein Women's Department

VOLS BATESON/LEE/SHERIDAN
COMMEMORATION
2.30pm Sunday 18th December
GAA Hall
March to Newbridge Graveyard
BALLYMAGUIGAN
South Derry

al post in Belfast

also be an intern
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TODAY TONIGHT's ‘drugs specul on Thursday, Dmm-

ber 1st, on RTE1, had p

O’Brien

up in Paris, London and plleu far distant from St Theresa’s
Gardens or Dolphin House in Dublin.

The tone of the programme
was set at the beginning with a
map showing the progress of
heroin from Pakistan pierced
with  hypodermic  syringes,
marching doser and doser to
Dublin.

A press statement the
following day from the Dolphin
House Community Develop-
ment Association protesting at
the “guttersniping of the To-
day Tonight team and their por-
trayal of the anti-drug protest
in our area” exposed the real
aim of the people involved in
the production, and added:

“We found the programme
was more interested in sensat-
ionalism rather than educating
or making people more aware
of the drug ayldamrc and ways
of combating it.”

The residents of Dolphin
House have withdrawn the wel-
come given to Today Tonight

to cover any future events there.
The constant references to
“vigilantes and violence” and
“mob rule”, and the deliberate
attempt by the programme to
show a version of the people’s
stand against pushers that supp-
orted these allegations, has led
to warnings from the gardai that
people ‘taking the law into their
own hands’ will be prosecuted.
And of course, no Today
Tonight programme would be
complete without the Sinn Fein
bashing exercise, which back-
fired on Brendan O’Brien, who
was told by local people, in no
uncertain terms, when he point-
ed out the presence of Sinn Fein
members at an anti-drugs meet-
ing in Tallaght, that his polit-
ically biased reporting cut no
ice with them, and that they
welcomed the support of any
residents of the area or others
with experience of coping with

the horror of drug abuse.

The best line in Channel 4's
The Thing With Two Heads, in
The Worst of Hollywood series
on Saturday night, was when
your man’s girlfriend opens the
door and sees him with the ex-
tra head.

“Do you have two of any-
thing else?” she asks.

Let’s hope so.

The Thing With Two Heads
ended perfectly with the black
doctor victim of racial prejud-
ice cutting off the bigoted white
scientist’s head which had been
grafted on to the left shoulder
of a black victim of white med-
ical experiments, and the three
heroes, doctor, experimentee
and girlfriend, driving off into
the sunset singing Oh Happy
Day. Three heads in the sunset,
not four.

World in Action, on UTV on
Monday, was an investigation
into the callous attitudes of the
British Department of Health &
Social Security in dealing with
people on sickness or invalidity

® Colette Breslin, st a Stop the Show Trials rally

benefit. Genuinely ill people are
continually hounded by the
DHSS, being summoned arbit-
rarily to medical examinations
to prove that they are still ill.

One man died of a heart att-
ack on the way to an examin-
ation and a woman with mus-
cular dystrophy, a slowly cripp-
ling disease, had to go to med-
ical after medical in spite of her
obvious distress.

Women relatives of paid per-
jurers and their victims were
interviewed on The Women's
Programme on RTE 1 on Mon-
day, talking about the effect on
them and their families of the
RUC’s use of perjurers and the

show-trial tactic.

All were unanimous in their
refusal to accept their husband’s
imprisonment and were deter-
mined to fight to expose the lat-
est corruption of the already
corrupt legal process that allow-
ed such convictions.

The extent of the paid per-
jury trauma was illustrated by
Michelle Dorian who is doubly
affected, as her husband had
been imprisoned on the sole
evidence of her brother, Harry
Kirkpatrick.

Michelle spoke of the shame
her brother had brought on his
family, and the distress to his
victims’ families. But judging
from the closeness and support
obvious between these women

and their mmﬂ'lumﬂu the hope 77

of the AUC tha the paid-perjur-

gathering strength through the /
Stop the Show Trial Comm- 7
ittees which sre organising m-"-
ings all over the North.

In spite of 8 campaign, back-
ed up by front-page headlines in
the Daily Express, 10 stop the
showing of Malvinas — A Story
of Betrayals, it was shown on
the Eleventh Hour series on
Channel 4 on Monday .

This film was made by
Argentinian refugees in Mexico,
who, while rejecting Britain’s
claim to the islands, equated the
reasons for both the Argentinian
junta’s and the Thatcher govern-
ment’s actions. Both wanted 10 7
divert attention from the econ-
omic cisis in_their respective
countries, both were looking for
a triumphalist victory to boost
their popularity.

The fact that Britain won
meant nothing to the working-
classes of either Argentina or
Britain, except that the billions
of pounds spent on the wer
means less money for jobs,
housing and welfare services.

But would such a costly "pat-
riotic’ effort be made in that
direction?

I BY EDDIE STACK

WELL, | thought that nothing could touch Merry Christ-

mas, Mr Lawrence in 1983,

but | was wrong. In a year

where most movies have been as exciting as a wet Novem-
ber Sunday in Dunoon (with the only telephone kiosk bro-
ken), the arrival, after three years, of the full-length version
of Heaven’s Gate is a veritable thunderclap from Valhalla.

This epic production, one of
the most expensive movies ever
made, was ripped to shreds by
the New York critics when it
first stuck its nose around the
door at the end of 1979. Pulled
off the screen by its terrified
producers, its director, Michael
Cimino, was goose-stepped back
into the cutting room and told
to reorganise his film so that
even if it didn’t make sense any
more, it would have some
chance of making its money
back.

Cimino cut his picture to
just over two hours, but on its
rerelease, in its new butchered
form, it didn‘t take a red cent
anyway. Cimino has not worked
since.

The Heaven’s Gate fiasco, as
it is known in the movie busi-
ness, has now passed into folk-
lore as an example of the folly
of letting a director get what
he wants to make his film.
Traditionally in Hollywood, if
you have just made a hit pic-
ture (in Cimino’s case The
Deerhunter), then you have
access to unlimited funds to
film a wart growing on your big
toe, if you so please.

The critics who savaged this
great film no doubt carped at its
massive budget, determined to
slate it before they went in. One
of these cri hought The

Godfather was the worst movie
he had ever seen, while another
one apparently believed that
Star Wars will be remembered
as a classic.

What they all must have
truly hated as they scratched
their behinds in unison walking
out of the cinema was the
politics of Heaven’s Gate, a film
that sides with the oppressed
against the speculator, a film
that does not believe the West
was won with God, Ma and
apple pie.

ARENA

Heaven’s Gate takes its name
from the dance hall which serves
as the debating arena for the
growing immigrant population
of Sweetwater, Wyoming, faced
with annihilation by the land-
owning barons who made it to
the wonderful United States be-
fore them. Despite the fact that
the immigrants have been legit-
imately given the right to set-
tle, their arrival in such huge
numbers is a threat to the land-
owning profiteers of the Stock
Growers’ Association.

One of these cattle barons,
Canton, proposes a plan to pub-
licly wipe out 125 “thieves,
anarchists and outlaws”, that is
125 settlers, and offers mercen-
aries attractive rewards for every
“anarchist they shoot or hang”.

However the fly in the oint-
ment for these charming people
is the wealthy Harvard graduate,
Averill, who quite consciously
sides against his class by lining
up with the immigrants in his
job as federal marshal of Johnson
County. His mistress is a brothel
operator, Ella Watson, who
finds herself on the cattle
baron’s death-list for accepting
stolen cattle as payment for the
services of her girls. She is
loved also by a hit-man for the
Stock  Growers’ Association,
Nate Champion, whose loyal-
ties are fatally tested by events.

Around this simple tale
hangs an epic picture.

Perhaps its greatest achieve-
ment is that its 3% hours never
drag. As a piece of cinema it is
a succession of magnificent
images — the spectacular dancing
sequences on the lawns of Har-
vard on graduation day, the
shots of an endless stream of
immigrants pouring out across
the plains of Wyoming. The
Harvard sequences show the
people with the money, the rest
of the film shows how they get
it.

At Harvard, the graduates
dance in concentric circles on
the spacious grass lawns; on the
plains of Wyoming they them-
selves are surrounded by rings
of attacking immigrants, forced
to act outside the law by a law
that has put them outside jus-
tice.

PARALLELS
It is the struggle of the
immigrants that throws up the
most significant questions for
republicans and some striking
parallels for their own situat-
ion.

@ Immigrants from Eastern Europe arrive to settl

When the immigrants have
gathered in the Heaven's Gate
dance hall to discuss their
impending slaughter, they div-
ide into two camps along
class lines. The merchants do
not want to attack the barons in
their own self-defence. Amongst
them is the mayor, even though
he has stated earlier:

“The rich are opposed to
anything that would settle and
improve things in this country.
They advance the idea that
poor people have nothing to say
in the affairs of this country.”

Come the moment of decis-
ion, however, and the mayor
becomes a worm.

It is the untrained oratory
of another immigrant that speaks
for the hearts of the immi-
grants and breaks their bonds
with mayoral authority so com-
pletely that one of them fires a
shot at the mayor there and
then.

How bitterly must this situ-
ation remind one of the rotten
compromise of 1922, how strong
is the line that divides people
into men and worms.

Again in the climatic sequ-
ence between the immigrants
and the hired killers of the
Association it comes as no
surprise when, at the last minu-
te, the cavalry comes riding
over the hill, but this time they
are here to save the hired hands
so that they can fight another
day.

How immediately does one
think ruefully of the Brits
pouring out onto the streets of
Belfast to ‘separate the com-
batants’.

REACTIONARY
Heaven’s Gate must have
made the blood boil of those
reactionary New York critics
way back in 1979. They have
almost prevented us seeing a
- =

Still much left

I BY RITA O'HARE I

“THE POSITION of women in Ireland has certainly im-

proved.... — but not enough.

There are still many areas, too

many, in which there have been inadequate reforms or none

atall.”

This quote from the first
chapter of Women’s Rights in
Ireland, by Ailbhe Smyth for
the Irish Council of Civil Liber-
ties, is what this book is about.
It sets out the rights women do
have under the law in the areas
of education, work, health,
pregnancy and childbirth, child-
care, marriage, housing, vio-
lence against women and so on,
and in doing that shows how
much more must be done.

Practical advice is included

each section, from how to

a medical card to what to do
if you are raped, to how to cope
with sexual harassment. The
book is clear and factual about
what women can and should
do, and what their entitlements
are, but bleak about how limi-
ted those rights are.

In comparison to the am-
ount of information, advice
and comment in all the other
sections, the You and the Law
chapter is very short, less than
three pages, and women in

i 170 words.

to do

Perhaps the authors don't
expect women prisoners or
women on ‘criminal’ charges to
buy this book..

CHILDREN
The Checklist of Children’s
Rights, which is included in the
book, is described in the pref-

ace as ‘defining the rights of -

anyone under 21’ and are under
three headings, Constitutional
rights, Legal rights and Basic
rights, and says that it is one of
the purposes of the checklist to
mm nﬁns that should be,

but are not at present guaran-
teed by law.

The “cherishing all the child-
ren of the nation equally”
quote from the Free State
1937 constitution is used to
illustrate just how far short the
state falls in guaranteeing any
such rights to children, as the
section on children in care par-
ticularly shows.

The main value of this book
is to clearly spell out what
should be done but also that, no
matter what laws are passed,
the attitudes and awareness of
women’s and children’s rights
have a long way to go before

any benefits are felt, particu-

larly by children, the most
vulnerable and least pmtm.d
vf(h- sutucklnm. %

Rights in_Ireland,

WA"NHM is published by
Ward River Pruss.

Wyoming’s Johnson County

classic film. The crowds which
filled the cinema | attended
testify to the fact that the pro-
ducer’s decision to cut the film
and to make it more commer-
cial (and totally incoherent) was
utterly ludicrous. It is the ori-
ginal the crowd came to see
not the commercial version of
some fat executive’s idea of a
socialist film.

For all that, Heaven's Gate is
amazingly, still too short.

Cimino’s original idea stretch-
ed to nearly five hours and what
we see in this original version
is like a picture of the Last
Supper with only eight apostles
— some characters in Heaven's
Gate are clearly under-developed
and there are only some hints
as to why the marshal, Averill,
turned against his class.

Maybe some day we will see
an edition of this magnificent
film as good as the director
intended.

IT’S JusT TO
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Murdered

RORY O’CONNOR

and Engineerin

he was deepl
Plunkett, in preparing for the Rising.
fously  wounde
‘Internment,
with Cathal

movement could not a
support,

In 1918, he was appointed director
of engineering on the IRA's GHQ staff.
During the Tan War, he directed IRA
Operations in England, which included
the rescue of six IRA Volunteers from
Strangeways Prison in Manchester in
October 1919 and the burning of 15
Wwarehouses on Liverpool docks in Nov-
Fmbor 1920, in answer to the destruct-
fon of Irish homes by the Black and

chieve popular

@ RORY O‘'CONNOR

IRIS
esso

Cuirim diom (kiurim deeum) — | get over.
Chuir mé diom (chuir may deeum) — |
got over.

Chaithim diom (Kohim desum) — | throw

THE pronunciation given in brackets
95 near a3 possible o the sound.

OH and GH are Iike a G far back in
the throat almost a gargle.

An tinneas (un tinnus) — The sickness.
Na slabhrai (nuh slowry) — The chains.
Na répaf (nuh ropey) — The Ropes.

Cuirim diom gach slaghdan — | get over
every cold
Chuir sé de an fliG cheana — He already
got over the flu
Chuir sf di an tinneas sin — She got over
that sickness.

off.

Chaith mé diom (choh may deeum) — |
threw off.

Slaghdin (slydawn) — A cold.
An flid (un flyoo) — The flu.
An répa (un ropeh) — The rope.

REMEMBERINGRLHERPAST

BY PETER O’'ROURKE

was born in D s
College and Univalty Coll-genD:l:Ili:, in 1883 and educated at St Mary’s
9.

- he went to Canada where " T:

,buthe  O'Conn

return or rejected the Treaty of
Sl the Tndiin 1915 at the re- 1921 and  played o leading part In the
hood. In the epublican Brother- establis| ment of the republican head-

y involved, with Pearse and

He fought in the GPO and was ser-
d. After a period of
;o left the IRB, believing
rugha that its secrecy had
damaged the Rising and that such a
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inMountjoy

from where he graduated in Arts

Quarters in the Four Courts in April
1922. While he opposed the Election
Pact of Collins and de Valera, he acc-
epted the truce of May which did not
require the IRA to evacuate the Four
Courts,

After the attack on the Four Courts
on June 28th 1922, and the surrender
of the garrison two days later, O'Connor
and over 100 other republicans were
:rflennd and_ imprisoned in Mountjoy
il

At first light on the morning of Dec-
ember 8th 1922, Rory O’Connor, along
with three other republican leaders,

Liam Mellows, Joe McKelvey and Dick
Barrett, were executed without charge
or trial, being the first of the Free State
government’s murderous reprisal exec-
utions.

Caithim diom na répaf go Iéir — | throw
off (from myself) all the ropes.

Chaith an capall de na slabhrai — The
horse threw off the chains.

Ar chaith an madra de na ropa? — Did
the dog throw off the rope?

Chuir tG diot an fliG ach t4 td tinn fés —
You got over the flu butyou are still sick.

PHRASES
1 — Chuir tu diot go maith e (chwir
thoo deeut guh moh ay) — You got over
it well,
2 — Na cuir orm e a ra (naw kuir urm ay
uh raw) — Don‘t make me say it.
3 — Caithim mo shaol (kohim muh
hay-ul) — | spend my life.
4 — Chaith se ciall leis (choth shay
keeul lesh) — He dealt sensibly with it.

Young ’
Republican

THE WINTER edition of Young Republican,
newspaper of Fianna Eireann (Republican
Youth Movement) is now on sale.

This issue contains two excellent articles,
a centrespread piece on British intelligence
activities in Ireland and an article entitled

ialism for Z which ines the
evils of the capitalist system and explains
the relati ip between icanism and

socialism,

Other articles are on drugs, youth unem-
ployment, Free State inaction on fighting
partition and Fianna éga.

Young Republican costs 20p (plus post-
age) from Fianna Eireann, 44 Parnell Square,
Dublin 1.

“Poverty in an age of affluence
is b_emg unable to write 34
2ving others write abouy y gy

SINKING INTO HIS
ARMS AND END UP
WITH YOUR ARMS
IN HIS SINK

Cards jor
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ARMSTRONG, Tony. (H6-Block). Birth-
day greetings, Tony. From Barney,
Therese and famlly, Kieran Doherty
Park, Monaghan.

BAKER, Liam; BENNETT, James; DO-
HERTY, Hugh; GIBSON, Noel; Mc-
LARNON, Willlam. (England). Birthday
greetings, lads. You are always in our
thoughts. From An Cumann Cabhrach,
Walkinstown.

GORMAN, Michael. (Portlaoise). A very
happy 12th anniversary on December
18th, Micky. | love you very much and
you ‘are always In my thoughts. Love
from your wife Elleen. xxx

GORMAN, Michael. (Portlaoise). Happy
anniversary, Micko. See you soon. From
mum, dad, Josephine and Anto.
GORMAN, Michael. (Portlacise). Happy
anniversary, daddy. We all love you very.
much. From Josephine, Tracey, Mar-
garet, Rose and Michael.

GORMAN, Michael. (Portlaolse). Happy
anniversary, Mick. We'll have a drink for
you. From Paddy, Madelin
GORMAN, Michael. (Port
anniversary, Micko. I'll have a few
for you. From your good friend Mick.
LITTLE, Paul. (Magliligan). Happy 25th
birthday, Paul. From all your friends in

Antrim.
McDONNELL, Gerry. Speclal and loving
birthday wishes to a proud and glorious

BARRETT, Dick; MeKELVEY, Jos;
MELLOWS, Llam; O'CONNOR, Rory.
(813t Anniversary). The National Graves
Assoclation, Belfast, remembers with
pride Vols Dick Barrett, Joa McKsivgy,
Liam Meliows and Rory O'Connor, Og:
laigh na hEireann, who were exacuted by
the Free State on December 8th 1922.
Mairfidh a gcuimhne go brich.

BARRETT, Dick, McKELVEY, Joe;
MELLOWS, Liam; O'CONNOR, ' Rory.
(615t Anniversary). In proud and loving
memory of the Four Martyrs Dick, Joe,

Llam and Rory who wers executed by
Free St cember 8th
1922, d our brave

Llam and Rory, you have butchered
young Richard and Joe, and your hands
With their blood are stiil gory, from ful-
1illing the work of the foe.” Always rem-
embered by Mrs Burns.
BRADY, John. (11th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of my dear
brother IRA Vol John Brady who was
Killed on active service on November
28th 1972. The years may pass and fade
away, but memorles of you will always
stay. Never forgotten by his loving sister
Geraldine and brother-in-law Kevin and
family.
CAMPBELL, Sean; LOUGHREY, Jamgs.
(8th Anniyersary)
lalgh na hElreann remembers with pride
Vols Sean Campbell and James Lough-
who died while on active service on
December 8th 1975, “Lay them away on
the hiliside, along with the brave and the
bold, Inscribe their names on the roll of
fame, In letters of purest gold.”
CARROLL, Roddy; GREW, Seamus.
(1st Anniversary). In proud and loving
memory of INLA Volunteers Roddy
Carroll and Seamus Grew who were mur-
dered by the RUC on December 12th
1982. May the soll rest lightly on thelr
graves. Always remembered by Brian
Turley (H8).
CARROLL, Roddy; GREW, Seamus.
(1st Anniversary). In proud and lovl
memory of INLA Vols R
and Seamus Grew who were murdered
by the RUC on December 12th 1982.
Thelr courage and dedication Is an exam-
ple to us all. Never forgotten by Freddle
Toal and Seamus Harte (H2).
CARROLL, Roddy; GREW, Seamus.
(1st Anniversary). in proud and loving
memory of INLA Vols Roddy Carroll

and Seamus Grew who w.

CARROLL, Roddy; GREW, us.
(1st Anniversary). In proud and loving
memory of INLA Vols Roddy Carroll
and Seamus Grew who were brutally
murdered on December 12th 1982. St
Martin, pray for them. Always remem-
bered by George and Mary Poyntz.

CARROLL, Roddy; GREW, Seamus.
(1st Anniversary). In proud and loving

murdered by the RUC on December
12th 1982. Merciful Jesus, grant eternal
rest to the souls of the falthful depart-
ed. Always remembered by Cathy Grim-
ley.

COMERFORD, Mire. (1st Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Mire
Comerford who died on December 15th
1982, Fondly remembered by Paddy
Bolger.

COMERFORD, Méire. (1st Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Miire
Comerford. Always remembered with
love and respect by Danny Morrison.
COMERFORD, Malre. (1st Anniversary).
Dublin Sinn Fein remembers with pride
Maire Comerford, a revolutionary social-
ist to the end and an inspiration to the

will not be forgotten. Always rememb-
ered by Trisha,

(15t Anniversary).
ry of a grest woman and rep-
ublican “We are coming to a time whers
It will be recognised that every human
person, distinguished from the animal
world by God's gifts of wisdom and
understanding, must, In the words of the
Proclamation, be cherished equally™ —
Miire Comerford. Remembered siways
by the Comerford/Oonaghy Sinn Fein
cumann, Derry. -
CRAWFORD, Laura. (8th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Laura Crawford, Beifast Brigade, Cum-
ann na mBan, who died on active ser-
vice on December 1st 1975. “I befleve
and stand by the God<gliven right of the
Irish nation to sovereign Indepsndence
and the rignts of any Irish man or wo-
man to assert this right In armed revol-
ution” — Bobby Sands. Always remem-
bered by the Lenadoon Martyrs Sinn
Feln cumann, Belfas
CRAWFORD, Laura; FOX, Paul. (8th
Anniversary). In proud and loving mem-
ory of Vols Laura Crawford and Paul
Fox who died on active service on Dec-
ember 1st 1975. Always remembered by
the Paul Fox/Laura Crawford Sinn Féin
cumann, Waterford.
FOX, Paul. (8th Anniversary).
and loving memory of my de.
Vo ul "Bagll’ | Fox, Belfast Brigade,
Gglaigh na hEireann, who died on active
service on December 1st 1975. Mary,
Queen of the Gael, pray for him. | had
a brother with a heart of goid, no finer
brother the world could hold, and If he
could have spoken before he dled, these
are the words he would
‘when the fight Is over, and
her foe s free, when of comrades you
are thinking, wlill you sometimes think
of me? Sadly
brother Richard, Ka
KENNEDY, David. (9th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
David Kennedy, North Armagh Batt-
allon, Oglaigh na hEireann, who died on
active service on December 10th 1975.
| measc laochra na nGael go ralbh
anam. Never forgotten by his friends and
In the
North Armagh.
LYNCH, Ethel; McDAID, John. (9th
Anniversary), In proud and loving mem-
ory of Vols Ethel Lynch and John Mc-
Dald, Derry Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann,
who were killed while on active service
1 7th 1974. Thug slad a

In proud
brother

u ag trold ar sol se.
Always remembered by thelr friends and
comrades In th 3
LYNCH,
Anniversary).

5

McDAID, John. (9th
rry Sinn Féin comhairle
remembers with pride Vols
Ethel Lynch and John McDaid, Derry
Brigade, na hEireann, who died
while on active service on December
7th 1974. Fualr slad bés ar son na saolrse.
LYNCH, Ethel. (9th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of my dear
friend and comrade Vol Ethel Lynch,
Derry Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann,
who dled on actlve service on December
7th 1974. Fualr sf bis ar son bhar
saolrse. Always remembered by Mfceil.
LYNCH, Ethel. (9th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol Ethel
Lynch, Derry Brigade, Gglaigh na hEire-
ann, who dled on active service on Dec-
ember 7th 1374. She died fighting for
our freedom and we shall not forget
her sacrifice. Always remembered by
the Carlin family, County Cavan.
LYNCH, Ethel. (9th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol Ethel
Lynch, Derry Brigade, Oglaigh na hEire-
ann, who dled on active service on Dec-
ember 7th 1974. Fualr sf bis ar son na

present of strugg-
ling for freedom. She Is sadly missed.

, Mdire. ( y).
In proud and loving memory of Miire
Comerford, a revolutlonary soclalist,
who fought for the republic till her
death on December 15th 1982. Always
remembered by the Sinn Feln Women's
Department.
COMERFORD, Miire. (1st Anniversary).
In_memory of Miire Comerford who Is
remembered with gratitude and love and
Is sorely missed by Rita, Brendan and
family.
COMERFORD, Méire. (1st Anniversary).
In loving memory of Milre Comerford
on the first anniversary of her death.
“The entire history of women's struggle
for self determination has been muffled
In sllence over and over. One serlous cul-
tural obstacle encountered by any fem-
Isist work Is that It has tended to be
recelved as If It emerged from nowher:
If each of us had llved, thought and
worked without any historical past or
contextual present.” Your contribution

=
o

son of anclent McDonnell clan: We hope
that you are near your beloved ‘sea’,
breathing deeply of the winds of free-
dom and change. Much love to your
mom and your lass. May we speak again
in a free and Gaelic Ireland. Until then,
bendiclones. Peace and love from Adelo,
Mary and family.

MCcDONNELL, Gerry. Happy birthday,
Gerry. You'll understand that we can't
send a card, but wherever you are you
know that we are thinking of you. We
are proud of your feat and that of your
comrades. UTP. Lots of love from
Cindy, Cathy, the boys and RolsIn, xxx
6 LAOGHAIRE, Deaglin. (Portlaolise).
Happy birthday, Dec. From mam, dad,
Terence, Noreen, In, Mary, Finola
and your nephew and niece.

O’NEILL, George, (Magllligan). Happy
birthday, Geordle, from your Phlily
friends. Next year will be even better.
Cheers always. Ffom Kathy T.

SWAN, Seamus. (Portlaoise). Happy
birthday, Seamus a chara. There's none
of us getting any younger! From Antdin.

all occasions

to their range,
THE Women's Community Publishing Co-op have added 16 new cards s

bringing the total in the series to 48. : 5
They are all produced and printed in Ireland and there is a card to suit every

asion, with several perfect ‘alternative’ Christmas cards. .
The cards, pr‘.o:: 26p each, are on sale in ghe Bool_< qurs:;J in 44 Parnell Square,
Dublin, or direct from the Women’s Community Publishing Co-op,

48 Fleet Street, | %

%

Draw results

An Cumann Cabhrach, Dublin
November:- £100: 185; £50: 372; £25:
348; £10; 38, 139; £5: 43, 249, 286,
320, 324, 342

asa writer and

. Alwa: by her sis-
ter Sharon, Danny and famlly.

NOLAN, Tony. (12th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol Tony
‘Hooky’ Nolan, Belfast Brigade, Og-
laigh na hEireann, who died as a result
of an accidental shooting while on act-
Ive service on December 8th 1971. Fualr
sé bds ag trold ar son na saolrse. Never
forgotten by his friends and comrades In
the Belfast Brigade.

NOLAN, Tony. (12th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of our friend
and comrade Vol Tony ‘Hooky', Nolan,
Belfast Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann,
.who dled on active service on December
8th 1971. Thug sé a ralbh aige ag trold
ar son na saolrse, Always remembered
by his frlends and comrades from the
Markets and Short Strand areas of Bel-

ast.

WALKER, Joe. (10th Annlversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol Joe
Walker, Derry Brigade, Oglaigh na hElre-
ann, who died In action on December
3rd 1973, Fualr sé bis ag trold ar son na
hEireann. Always remembered by his
friend Danny, Sharon and family.

SYMPATHY

CAMPBELL, McGIRR. The Sinn Féin
ard combhalrle extends its heartfelt sym-
pathy to the famlly, frlends and com-
rades of IRA Vols Brlan Campbell
and Colm McGirr who were gunned
down by an undercover SAS squad on
Sunday, December 4th. ‘“They may kill
the revolutionary but never the revolut-
lon.”

CAMPBELL, McGIRR. The republican
POWs In the Cages and H-Blocks of
Long Kesh, Armagh, Magllligan, Crumiin
Road, Portlacise and English and Amer-
Ican Jalls extend deepest sympathy to
the family and frlends of our comrades
IRA Vols Brlan Campbell and Colm
McGirr who were killed on active ser-
vice on December 4th. ‘“‘From the
graves of patrlot men and. women
spring llving nations.

CAMPBELL, McGIRR. The Ashe/Mc-
Cann/Hughes Sinn Féin cumann, Fin-

Ballyfermot/Inchicore Sinn Fein, Dublin

November:- £100: John Collins; £50:
Frank Watkins; £25: John Keogl
£1 eter, c/o Cottage Inn; T. O'Connor;
Peter (ticket 170); T, Coren; Kevin
Blunt Jnr; £5: Brlan Byrne; Duane
Greenj Joe Connell; Patrick Buckley;
Jack Dempsey,

gal, County Dublin, extends deepest
sympathy to the family, friends and
comrades of IRA Vols Brlan Campbell
and Colm McGirr who were killed on
active service on December 4th.
CAMPBELL, McGIRR. Deepest sympa-
thy Is extended to the families, friends
and comrades of Vols Brian
and Colm McGirr who wi
whilst unarmed, by the SAS. “While
Ireland holds these graves, Ireland un-
free shall never be at peac
Paddy, D, Mousey, Brlan, Paul,
Anto and the Higgins famlily, Dublin.
FLYNN. The staff and Volunteers of
H2-Block, Long Kesh, extend deepest
sympathy to our comrade and friend
Joseph on the death of his beloved
mother. Ar dhels D& go ralbh a hanam. |
FLYNN. Heartfelt sympathy Is extended
to the family of Mrs Mary Flynn who
died on November 26th, especially to
our comrade Joseph In the H-Blocks.
From all the republican POWs In the
Cages and H-Blocks of Long Kesh.

West Belfast Sinn Fein
November:- £200: Mrs Knox, Horn
Walk; Jean Clifford, Riverdale
Park Avenue; E50: Imelda Roberts,
Riverdale Park South.

December draw wlill take place on
Friday, December 23rd, In the Ander-
sonstown Soclal Club.

Dublin 2.
Bt m e =
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information about the activities of friends and erg
following the arrest and detention of a Fermanagh man, Eamonn McPhillips,
on Friday last, December 2nd.

McPhillips, a native of Newtownbutler, was stopped by

a UDR patrol at Marlbank, near Florencecourt, while trav-
elling his regular route as a fruit and vegetable salesman.

In the course of their search,
the UDR men discovered a
green plastic cap in the cab of
McPhillips’ lorry and asked
him where it had come from.
Even though he explained that
it had been in the lorry since
he bought it, the RUC were
called to the scene. When they
arrived they told him that he
was being taken to St Angelo
detention centre for a ‘proper’
search.

Six UDR soldiers conducted
a meticulous search under
every tomato, apple and all
the other fruit and vegetables
on the lorry, Consequently,
McPhillips was left with a
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great deal of damaged stock.

Before he could leave, two
plainclothes soldiers brought
him into a room for ‘a talk’
about local Sinn Fein mem-
bers and various matters such
as the Darkley killings, which
one soldier said “wasn’t the
IRA’s style”.

UNDERCOVER

Eventually they came to the
point, telling McPhillips that
he could ‘save lives’ doing un-
dercover work for them. Un-
deterred by his negative re-
sponse, they asked him his
opinion of ‘supergrasses’, but
gained no satisfaction when

AP/RN, October 14th 1982

GLEN

AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS, Thursday, December Bth, 1983

v WWWWWWWWWW

“ sale tnl s

YET ANOTHER attempt by B

ish forces to coerce nationalists into passing

neighbours has emerged

McPhillips replied:

“They’re the lowest of the
low.”

Suggesting that he might
end up ‘doing 15 years’ on the
word of a ‘supergrass’, they
constantly reminded him that
only he had the power to avoid
such a situation by agreeing
to work for them. They did
not, as in other cases, offer
McPhillips any financial in-
ducements to co-operate, com-
menting:

‘“We don’t want to insult
7z

McPhillips, who quite right-
ly rejected these attempts to
induce and frighten him into
acting as an informer was ev-
entually released five hours

7

after his detention at Flor-

encecourt.
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® EAMONN McPHILLIPS

BY JANE PLUNKETT

A SOUTH Derry farmer was
threatened by members of
a British army undercover
squad which he discovered
hiding on his land on Satur-
day, December 3rd.

Hugh Corey, the father of H-
Block prisoner Joe Corey (who
was unfortunately recaptured two
days after last September’s mass
IRA break-out), was cutting hedg-
es on his farm at the Loup, near
Magherafelt, helped by his 27-year-
old son Sean

As Sean worked in the corner
of a field, he was suddenly con-
fronted by three British soldiers,
wearing camouflage uniforms and
with blackened faces, who emerg-
ed from a dug-out constructed by
them in the hedge, and evidently
chosen for its position overlook-
ing the Corey home 100 yards
away.

The Brits held Sean at gunpoint
on his own land, forcing him to
raise his hands above his head.
When his elderly father refused to
climb down from his tractor, he

was verbally abused.

ENDORSEMENT

SIX PEOPLE from West Belfast, who narrowly escaped death
last October when the RUC indiscriminately fired plastic bullets
into the Lake Glen Hotel, appeared in court on Tuesday, Dec-

The sinister squad then depart-

ember 6th, charged with riotous behaviour.

Three of the accused had the
charge dismissed, but the other three
were found guilty on the flimsiest
of contradictory and perjurous evid-
ence given by six RUC men.

Twenty-three-year-old Patrick O”
Neill from Turf Lodge — who re-
ceived five stitches when he was
beaten up during the incident —
was given a four-month jail term,
suspended for a year, while two
others were fined £50 each.

The RUC men, from Andersons-
town Barracks, including several
members suspended pending an en-
quiry into homosexual activities,
were unable to positively identify
the three and widely deviated in
their account of how many RUC
were involved and could not agree
as to where they commenced firing
from.

Published by AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS, 44 Parnall Square, Dublin 1, tal. 747611; and 51/63 Falls Road, Belfast, tal, 248841, telex 747523

The only evidence against O’Neill
was from an RUC man named Dav-
ies who said O’Neill had been wear-
ing a white shirt (as were several
others in the hotel that night). An-
other RUC man, Sergeant Simms,
was ‘unsure’ how many men he had
and claimed he had lined them up
against the bar before firing, while
another, not having the wit to back
his superior, contradicted this, say-
ing they had crowded around the
door before firing.

Despite these clear untruths,
lack of concrete evidence and the
complete disregard by the magist-
rate concerning the number of
assaults and injuries inflicted on in-
nocent people that night, the biased
sectarianism of the RUC was, yet
again, endorsed by the courts.

Van driver

ed, remoying sleeping bags and Brits emerged close by and were
other equipment. Some 30 min- also picked up by a British army
utes later three more undercover mobile patrol.

abused

BY JANE PLUNKETT

IN AN ATTEMPT to disrupt distribution of last week's An
Phoblacht/Republican News, the crown forces on Friday night
detained a van delivering copies of the paper in South Armagh,

stealing money belonging to the driver.

The van had already been
stopped over four times that day,
on both sides of the border, during
its normal delivery run. Shortly
after 9pm, it was halted about a
mile from the border, on the main
Dundalk to Newry road, by a
large RUC/British army foot patrol,
mqmbers of which searched the van
twice, closely scrutinising delivery
sheets and Sinn Fein posters.

The driver, Belfastman Pat Carey,
was physically abused and sub-
jected to a total of four body

searches at the roadside, during
wdt:mh £15 of his money ‘disappear-
ed'.

Although, fortunately, the mon-
ey Carey had collected from sales
of the paper was on this occasion
not interfered with, the incident —
and the regularity of such petty
harassment — underlines the im-
portance of cumainn paying for
their copies of AP/RN by cheque
wherever possible, in order to
minimise the risk of theft by mem-
bers of the crown forces.
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