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THE SECRECY sur-
rounding the visit of
Northern direct-ruler
James Prior to Dublin,
for talks with the Coal-
ition Minister for Just-
ice, Michael Noonan,
cannot hope to hide an
all-too-obvious fact of
Dublin government pol-
icy with regard to the
North.

The Dublin government
has totally and absolutely
surrendered itself — without
any of the traditional face-
saving pretence — to be a
willing, abject tool of British
military and political strat-
egy in Ireland.

For the first time ever, a
Dublin Minister for Justice
met with a Northern direct-
ruler alone — to discuss one
topic only: joint repression
— without any of the usual
accompanying ministers of
other departments to make
the point that Dublin is sup-
posed to be looking for a
political, as well as a mil-
itary, solution.

The lesson is plain to be
seen: secrecy or not, the
Coalition, uncertain and
unsure of how to repress
republicans in the South, is
going to be ‘guided’ by the
Kitsonian strategists in Lon-
don, and, in the circum-
stances, cannot face the
supercilious British scorn
which would greet their pre-
tences at the political sug-
gestions which usually ac-
company these sessions.

USED

By meeting Prior this
week, solely on the subject
of repression, Michael Noon-
an has allowed himself to be
used as part of the Prior/
Hermon meetings with the
unionists on ‘security’, the
purpose of which is to woo
the Official Unionists back
into the Stormont Assemb-
ly and thus save it from im-
mediate oblivion. -

Dublin is therefore lend-
ing itself to the rescue of
an assembly which the total
nationalist population of
the North — whether Sinn
Fein or SDLP — has totally
shunned and rejected.

The other obvious-part of
the meeting — and obvious
because Noonan and other
Fine Gael ministers have
been saying it publicly for
the last few weeks — was
the even greater forging of
collaborative links on the
ground in the extremely de-

tailed exchange of inform-
ation between Free State
and crown forces about the
movements of republicans
on either side of the border.

INTELLIGENCE
This further step-up in
the exchange of intelligence
comes,
a time when the involve-
ment of those crown forces

let us remember, at

in sectarian murder has
been exposed more clearly
than ever.

And we might note also
that the meeting between
Prior and Noonan which
discussed this targetting of
republicans, on Tuesday,
January 10th, took place
nine years to the very day
of the death of a Lurgan
man named John Francis

Green.

On January 10th 1975,
an SAS gang, which includ-
ed Captain Robert Nairac,
crossed the border and mur-
dered John Francis Green in
a house in County Monagh-

an.
Is that the kind of solut-

ion which Prior and his

puppet are keeping such a
secret?
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A touch
of reality

RTE's Today Tonight current affairs programme,
not satisfied with Section 31 perhaps, has proven
to be a regular vehicle for the most vicious anti-
republican propaganda and the total distortion of
the Northern situation.

Its programme on Tuesday night of this week, on Ballin-
amore, obviously set out to be more of the same, but fell
down in the face of the reality of the sound nationalist
spirit of those it sought to use.

It also gave some clues to the Coalition government’s
hesitancy to launch an all-out attack on republicanism in
the twenty-six counties. And, inevitably, it has caused pro-
tests from those who shun reality at all costs.

One of the first things it established was the operational
skills of the IRA unit involved in the operation, as opposed
to the apparent chaos of the Free State forces involved — a
grave embarrassment.

It also exploded many of the lies put out by official garda
and government spokespersons at the time and repeated so
willingly by the media.

But perhaps most significantly of all, it showed ordinary
people, some even from the main political parties, steadfast-
ly refusing to join in the empty one-sided condemnation of
violence that the establishment demands — and also making
it clear that ‘turning informer’ is as alien to the Irish con-
science as it has ever been.

The faces of those who refused to comply with the RTE
reporter’s demands were clear enough evidence that it was
not intimidation that was influencing their opinions.

This understanding of the real situation in the North,
which is so obvious in border counties, is certainly not con-
fined there, and is strengthened in counties at the other end
of the island by the clear popular memory of Black and
Tan atrocities (and indeed Free State ones) which are in-
separable from today’s struggle.

But not only should this reality serve as a warning to Free
State governments, however ‘anxious they are to repress
republicans and collaborate with Britain, it should also serve
as an encouragement and source of confidence to all those,
nationalists and republicans, who have not lost faith in Ire-
land’s spirit of freedom.

Allagar an bhais

ABHAR imni do mhuintir uile an domhain seasamh Ronald
Reagan, uachtaran Stiit Aontaithe Mheiriced (SAM) i gcir-
sai eachtracha nach mbaineann lena thir féin. Seabhach is ea
é atd ag tabhairt an domhan nios cbngarai do bhruach a
scriosta. Ait ar bith inar shaigh sé a ladhar is chun donasa
a chuaigh an scéal.

Ina thir féin ta sé léirithe go bhfuil bochtaineacht forleathan agus
go bhfuil ocras ar mhérén daoine. Mar sin féin t4 na millidin pant &
chaitheamh aige ar airm agus ar thacaiocht do rialtais braidiala ar fud
an domhain.

De réir na figidiri is déanai ta ocht arm eithneach & dhéanamh i
SAM ar gach 14 oibre. T4 armail ar siGl acu de shior cé go bhfuil an
cumas acu an domhan a scrios cheana féin. An buama is m6 atd acu té
sé sé céad uaire nios laidre nd an buama a leagadh ar Hiroshima.

| Meiricea Lar t4 Reagan ag tabhairt tacaiochta dos na férsai ata ag
iarraidh an rialtas a bhriseadh i Nicearagua. ‘Siad sin nadaoine ceanann
céanna a choimedd pobal Nicearagua beo bocht a fhad is a d'éirigh
siad féin saibhir. T4 tacaiocht an phobail ag an rialtas anois ach is
cuma sin le Reagan. T4 an CIA ag déanamh a ndicheall deireadh a
chur leis an rialtas toisc go bhfuil sé soisialach.

T4 an rialtas fuilteach in El Salvador 4 choimedd i gcumhacht le
cabhair Reagan in ainneoin toil mhuintir na tire sin. Nior dhein
Reagan iarracht ar bith cosc a chur le gniomhartha na diormai bais
atd ag mar( duine ar bith a meastar a bheith in éadan an rialtais.

Thaispean Reagan a mheas ar shaoirse agus ar fhlaitheas tire eile
nuair a ghabh sé Grenada. Ni raibh ceart ar bith né ni bheidh ceart ar
bith ag SAM a bheith san oilean sin. FE T

Ach, léirigh an gniomh sin dearcach Reagan nios fearr nd mile
focal. Creideann sé go bhfuil an ceart ag SAM ladhar a sha isteach i
ngnothai inmheanacha tir ar bith ma mheasann sé go bhfuil gd leis sin.
Sin an dainséar.

Cheana féin té pairt nios mé agus nios mé & ghlacadh aige sa Liob-
in. Nf chun leasa na tire sin SAM a bheith saite ann.

Nil le cloisint 6 Reagan ach allagar an bhdis. Ni spreagann sin
dochas ar bith gur féidir teacht ar réiteach ar bith ar mhérfhadhbanna
an domhain. Ni thiocfaidh feabhas ar bith go dti go mbeidh SAM
sasta cearta.tiortha eile a aithint.
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bert Carswell (inset), was badly

WITH the New Year barely two
weeks old, IRA attacks in
the North have continued to
hit hard at a wide range of
targets, leaving one RUC man
dead, several more injured,
thousands of pounds worth of
damage to business premises
and the Northern judiciary
badly shaken after an unsuc-
cessful attack on a newly
appointed judge.

In Belfast, on Thursday, January
5th, a newly appointed judge to the
North’s colonial ‘judiciary, was the
target of an unsuccessful bomb
attack. Robert Carswell’s appoint-
ment to the bench had been publicly
announced the previous weekend
and yet the RUC had failed to pro-
vide the normal bodyguard because
Carswell was not to be sworn in
until Friday, January 6th. In the
intervening period, just the day
before the swearing-in ceremony
was due to take place, the IRA's
Belfast Brigade placed an explo-
sive device under Carswell’s BMW
car in the driveway of his home in
Massey Avenue, only yards from
the heavily guarded Stormont par-
liament buildings.

Carswell spotted the bomb as he
was leaving for work and even-
tually, after several hours, it was
defused by a controlled explosion.

CITY CENTRE
BOMBS

The same evening, the IRA's
Belfast Brigade claimed respon-
sibility for a bomb attack on the
Haymarket Arcade, off Royal Ave-
nue, which destroyed a jeweller’s
shop and damaged several others,
and a series of hoax calls which
paralysed commercial life in the
ity centse.-A second, bomb outside ¢
a carpet wholesalers in King Street

Wide range
of targets

was eventually defused after many
hours.

RUC INJURED IN DERRY

Shortly after 7.30am on Monday
morning, January 9th, the IRA’s
Derry Brigade detonated a con-
cealed bomb which injured two
members of the RUC.

The bomb had been hidden
behind a wooden hoarding at the
front of a disused building in Ship-
quay Street, near Derry’s city
centre. In a supplied statement,
Derry Brigadeisaid:

“Late on Sunday night, one

Black
propaganda

IN A statement issued through the
Irish Republican Publicity Bureau in
Dublin, the IRA has rejected a ‘black
propaganda’ story from the West Ger-
man police.

The statement says:

“The Irish Republican Army denies
the black propaganda story from police
sources in West Germany that we are
linked to any armed group in Germany
or that we would support attacks on
United States personnel stationed there.

“The Irish Republican Army views
the timing of this scare story as being

of our units placed a mine con-
taining 20/bs of gelignite between
wooden hoardings _in Shipquay
Street. The unit engineer connected
a detonator which ran to a vantage
point -in Magazine Street. The
unit remained within the city
walls throughout the night before
detonating the mine at approx-
imately 7.30am.

“The early days of 1984 have
seen the concentration of IRA
operations in Derry city. This
particular attack in the heart of
the city centre demonstrates the in-
genuity and courage of our Volun-
teers, emphasising once again that
there are no safe areas for British
occupation forces.” -

On Wednesday, January 11th,
IRA Volunteers from the South
Down Command ambushed and
killed an RUC Reservist as he
drove along the Warrenpoint Road
about one mile from Newry town
centre.

The RUC man had just left the
RUC barracks at Warrenpoint,
where he was permanently based,
and was driving to Newry when
attacked.

In a previous unreported attack,
on Saturday evening, December
31st, Volunteers from the South
Down Command threw a hand
grenade at an RUC patrol in Marcus
Street in Newry. One RUC man
received a leg wound in the attack.

LANDMINE

IN TYRONE
Two RUC men narrowly escaped
death on Wednesday maoming,
January 11th, when Volunteers of
the IRA's Tyrone Brigade ex-
ploded a landmine under their

with the ir concern
shown by US politicians about British
repression in Ireland.”

Kneecapping
denial

THE IRA in South Down has denied
any involvement in a recent kneecapping
in Newry. In a statement, they say:
“A number of weeks ago, a 14.
old boy was kneecapped in N::::
During the past week, rumours hnn-
been cil ing that he was ki
by the IRA. The South Down Compeen,
£SYE and
IRA wish. it to be tha
A wish.it o be kn hat the |
i v lm%h‘ o

was in no way invol\ incident.*

ar d vehicle.

The attack took place shortly
after midnight on a narrow road
b Plumbridge and D«

The landmine was concealed in a
culvert under the road and deton-
ated by a command wire from
nearby fields.

.. The blast left a ten-foot crater
in the road and uprooted a number
of trees, and it is believed that
what saved the RUC members
was the high s at which they
were travelling — their car was
m :’h:twn into the side ofckt:;
G AN j.ltﬂg‘,' h it was wre
they es l»:vi -mimﬁﬁlﬁ:rie’-
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A MEETING with the chief of the RUC has been used as bait
by British direct-ruler James Prior to try and lure the Official
Unionist Party back into the Assembly — which it left on Novem-

ber 21st.

On Tuesday, January 3rd, it was
revealed that after more than two
years of refusing to meet party lead-
ers personally the RUC chief con-
stable, Sir John Hermon, had finally
met with OUP leaders to ‘discuss
security’. The meeting was overtly
managed by the RUC's whitewash
body, the Police Authority, which
announced its intention to hold
similar meetings with the Democratic
Unionist Party, the Alliance Party, the
SDLP and the Workers Party.

Two days after that meeting, which was
seen by the OUP as a vindication of their
Assembly boycott tactics, Prior himself
met a joint delegation of the OUP and DUP,
who announced afterwards that they had,
again, been ‘discussing security’.

And on January 6th, Prior met the
Alliance Party leader, in order to try and
show that, far from attempting to woo the
OUP back to Stormont, he was only hold-
ing a series of talks with party leaders.
The Alliance leader, Oliver Napier, inci-

dentally, used the meeting to beg Prior not
to close the Assembly, such is Alliance’s
fear to lose their only public forum and the
ten cushy salaries that go with it.

Hermon's decision to speak to the party
leaders cannot have been arrived at without
a lot of pressure — mostly from Prior, who is
desperate to salvage the wreck of his Assem-
bly. But pressure also came from within the
RUC, and consequently from the unionist
establishment, furious at the recent arrests
and charges of RUC and UDR personnel
and enraged at the IRA’s continued abil-
ity to strike where and when it chooses at
military and economic targets.

PRESSURE

Under pressure too was the SDLP. At a
time when the Free State parties it assoc-
iates with — Fianna Fail and the Coalition
— are toying with ideas such as proscription,
internment and increased powers for the
gardai, the SDLP was forced to publicly
refuse to meet with the RUC chief con-
stable. The electoral threat posed by Sinn
Fein means that the SDLP cannot afford
further alienation from nationalist voters,

@ RUC CHIEF JOHN HERMON

and a chat with John Hermon would have
done just that.

However, given the political chma(e in
Dublin at present, the SDLP could not
argue that they did not wish to give the RUC
any ill-deserved credibility. Instead, SDLP
leader John Hume made the feeble excuse
that the SDLP would not see Hermon
because it refused to lend itself to a man-
oeuvre aimed at ending the OUP’s boycott
of the Assembly.

A
@ DUP gunman Peter Robinson with William Mc-
Crea and Jim Allister in Israel

The Workers Party, which has no elec-
toral credibility anyway, announced on
Tuesday this week that it would be meet-
ing Hermon. Its Northern chairperson, Sea-
mus Lynch, explained:

“We see policing as a very important
service for this community.”

Following the Workers Party collabor-
ation in the British government-inspired
World in Action attack on Gerry Adams
on December 19th, their latest involvement
came as no surprise and they obviously
assess their rewards in other than electoral
terms.

ISRAEL

Meanwhile, a delegation of five DUP
members who flew back from Israel last
Sunday had revealed its masterplan to beat
the IRA: more ‘clout’ and an electric fence
along the border ...

The DUP members, who claim to have
had ‘high-level talks’ with ‘experts’, were
obviously impressed by the Israeli military
machine. Which suffers most under the
comparison, Israel or the six-county state,
is debateable, but the idea of an electric
fence along the border reveals in both states
a similar siege mentality born of colonial
rule under threat.

BY HILDA MICTHUMAS

ORUM: The SDLP’S nightmare

AS IT re-assembles thls week, on Thursday, January 12th, after

its Christmas recess, the Forum at Dublin Castle is entering its

last and most controversial phase.
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troversial tasks and benign occasions when words such as ‘under-
standing’, ‘compromise’ and ‘reconciliation’ were used by the

sackful.

But the actual purpose of the
Forum, which is to produce a ‘blue-
print for a new lIreland’, constitut-
ional settlement and all, has yet to
be touched on. By March of this
year, a report must be produced
which will be a credible compro-
mise between the views of Fine
Gael, Labour, Fianna Fail and the
SDLP. If a clear blueprint is not
produced, the Forum will be deem-
ed a failure and this will be fatal to
the SDLP’s dwindling credibility in
the six counties.

So close to the EEC elections,
Hume's party is beginning to fret,
as illustrated by the motions pro-
posed by different branches to its
coming annual conference begging
all concerned to please come to an
agreement.

DIFFERENCES
As early as Mav 30th last year,
o 6n t’h: Forums openmg d‘ay dlff

erences between the approaches of
the Free State parties emerged
clearly in their leaders’ addresses.
FitzGerald stressed ‘reconciliation’
in the North as a prerequisite for
peace. Spring was more concerned
with church/state relations in the
South, an incidental inducement to
Northern unionists. Haughey, faith-
ful to his verbal republican stance,
advocated a united Ireland or noth-
ing.

Those political differences are
bound to resurface now, exacer-
bated by Free State internal politics.
The SDLP is the only party whose
very survival depends on the Forum
report. The other three, united only
by their fear of Sinn Fein, and pres-
ently resolved to tackle Sinn Fein
by courts and jails rather than the
ballot box, may feel free to use the
Forum as a platform for their own

Jpolitical interests.

@ Even the Forum's opening da.

also be acceptable to Northern nat-
ionalists since they are the group
that SDLP voters are drawn from.
Most of them know the six counties
to be irreformable and would there-
fore see FitzGerald's federation of
the six and twenty-ix counties as a
mere continuation of unionist rule
under another name.

A third option, ‘joint sovereignty’,
has also appeared in newspaper columns.
What is meant is joint administration of
the six counties by London and Dublin

Furthéfmore,* ‘the" 'rbpbrt imust ;= presurhably mttfnnk&mm-masml
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iced by the Free State Task Force. ‘Joint
sovereignty’ is the ultimate sanitary cor-
don and seems to involve mostly Britain
and the Free State insulating themselves
from the fall-outs of ‘the Troubles’, with
Dublin meeting the cost of repression
and upkeep of the border. This would
probably be the Brits’ favourite option
but is unlikely to be retained due to it
not being in the SDLP's immediate inter-
est.

DILEMMA
The Forum is therefore faced with a
dilemma: the unitary opnun — favoured

. arguments. and . this vould«hl Jfatal fp
- SOUL

, May 30th last year, showod dnﬂn nces in ﬂu parties’ approaches

as Seamus Mallon, and a few Fine Gael-
ers such as Peter Barry — would prob-
ably suit the SDLP best as being the eas-
iest to sell to the Northern nationalist
electorate. But it is also the option most
likely to cause hostile reactions from the
unianists and the British government.
The gradual approach to a federation,
favoured by FitzGerald and most of Fine
Gael, the Labour Party and people like
Hume, would probably be more accept-
able to the Brits, and therefore, Hume
might argue, more achievable. But it may
lead to the Forum breaking down into




BY JACK MADDEN

MORALE is high amongst the

=
28 workers occupying the Dat-
sun motor assembly plant on
Dublin's Naas Road. Since
December 15th they have pre-
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nto negotiate

vented the removal of assets
valued at up to £3 million, and, with
the co-operation of trade unionists in
Irish ports, they have prevented the
importation of any Datsun cars,

: In March last, the Datsun company dec-
!ded_ to cease car assembly in Ireland, opt-
ing instead to import all cars directly from
Japan. A total of 213 workers were affect-
ed by this decision but the temptation of a
redundancy settlement persuaded most to
accept the company'’s terms.

A smaller group of 29 workers, one of
whom subsequently died, refused all cash
offers, arguing that jobs were more import-
ant. At this stage the managing director of
Datsun (Ire), Gerard O'Toole, placed a
number of options before the 29 workers.
Firstly, they could accept a more ‘generous’
redundancy settlement; secondly, they could
have a lump sum which would enable them
to establish a co-op; or, thirdly, they could
remain with Datsun but diversify into PDI
(correcting damage caused during the ship-
ment of imported Datsun cars).

DIVERSIFY

The proposal to establish a co-op, which
would also have to diversify from car ass-
embly into PDI, had obvious attractions, but
while Datsun was prepared to sign a two-
year contract with such a co-op, the workers
would have to find their own way after that
and would have the added difficulty of find-

struggle will win them an acceptable settlement

Ing new premises and investing £4,000 each.

. But before this or either of the other opt-
ions could be properly considered, they were
withdrawn by O'Toole, who told the work-
ers, after only three hours, that he had run

L

@ Morale amongst Datsun workers occupying their Dublin plant is high and they are confident that the

out of time and that they were sacked from
December 15th.

An immediate occupation of the factory
effectively prevented the removal of both
car parts and those vehicles almost com-

n the assembly line, but ,'he ac

tion only became really e"ectw.e when
l[J)r:s:m attempted to import three ship-oads
of cars through Belfast port.

BLACKED 5

the transport union blacked
,he'laﬁ,"o"?n'a, after docking in Belfast har.
bour over Christmas, the ships were event-
ually forced away from Ireland.

“Even had they attempted to use another
port, they wouldn ‘t have got in bxaug;’ they
are blacked throughout the country,” said
Terry Bolger, a member of the union .b'a"d'
committee and one of those occupying the

ded:

plar’";i’i’::ozdt the blacking, Datsun would
have let us rot here, but wher! Ff']g cars
couldn’t be imported OToole initiated 3
meeting and agreed to put thz three options
back on the negotiating table.

ibility study has now been comm-
issit;a\n;eda!s;y th:wurkers‘ union, the ATGWU,
to determine whether a co-operative could
be viable; the results of this study are
expected this week.

Dismissing the first option, a redundancy
package, Terry Bolger added: ”

“When a settlement is reached, it will be
on the basis of one of the tu(a remaining
options and we are very confident that a
settlement will be reached.”

pleted 0

Only

mines in Victorian England”,

At that time, ten ITGWU
members were on strike at
the caves, demanding better
pay, better working condit-
ions and the reinstatement of
a deputy shop steward who
had been arbitrarily dismissed.

Fermanagh Sinn Fein support-
ed the strike and also protested
at the misuse of workers employ-
ed under the Action for Commun-
ity Employment (ACE) scheme in
a project like Marble Arch.

Now Fermanagh Trades Coun-
cil has called for the withdrawal
of ACE workers on the grounds
that the Department of Economic
Development has refused to ex-

s ua“dal e

tend the workers’ coptracts for a
second year. In effect, the scheme
has been a source of cheap labour
on a short-term basis.

Workers employed under an
ACE scheme are supposed to
provide a community service not
otherwise available; in contrast, In
the project at Marble Arch is a
major
programme costing £500,000 and
is funded by the EEC Regional
Development
the workers
wage that reflects the difficult
working conditions, mostly under-
ground and in water, the ACE
workers receive a paltry £55 each,
inclusive of a £10 supplement.

building and engineering  because

Fund. Instead of
getting a decent

APPALLING working conditions and autocratic management
practices at a West Belfast Youth Training Scheme finally re-
sulted this week in a strike by 13 supervisors of the scheme and
the apparent victimisation of three trainees.

Teachers at the Scala Commun-
ity Workshop on Springfield Road,
who are members of the ATGWU,
went on strike on Monday after
they were stopped a half-day’s pay
for refusing, in line with factory
legislation, to work in unheated
premises on a day when there was
snow on the ground.

On Wednesday afternoon, the in-
transigent manager of the workshop
had sull refused to back down, despite
the evident justice of the supervisors’
case. Talks were in progress with the
unions, workers' representatives and
the management committee.

The dispute has brought into the
open many longstanding grievances
which affect both supervisors and train-
ees. The heating system does not work
in several workshops in the old build
ing, which. is_infested with mice, the

flooring is inadequate, and the dilapid-
ated roof lets in water.

The supervisors say that until the
strike they had never met the manage-
ment committee and they are highly
critical of the high-handed and authorit-
arian methods of the scheme’s manager,
a local man called Joe McCann. Accord-
ing to a spokesperson for the strikers,
who declined to be named for fear of
victimisation:

‘“We are never consulted by the man-
ager, he makes all the decisions by him-
self. His high-handed attitude has led to
this dispute.”

ENTITLED
The 60 trainees at Scala, who as YTP
trainees are entitled to a mere £25 per
week, frequently bear the brunt of
McCann’s authoritarianism. Draconian
punishments for minor time-keeping in-
fringements mean that, according to

two members of the
workforce,
are considered ‘key workers’ and
so merit an extension of their
contracts for three years — Mc-
Grath and Roche also happen to
be the only two non-union mem-
bers employed.

The high unemployment rate
in Fermanagh, over 26%, seems to
be viewed by Fermanagh District
Council as an opportunity to use
slave labour.
another
workers refused to collect litter
this would undermine
Fermanagh District Council’s own
workers employed in the Technic-
al Services Department.

Fermanagh Sinn Fein has said
that it will continue its support
for the workers at Marble Arch
and demands an end to the abuse
of ACE workers by Fermanagh
District Council .

McGrath and Roche,

Fermanagh District Council

MARBLE ARCH SHOW
ES

THIS PROJECT
FUROPEAN RE

ABUSE OF ACE WORKERS

[___svamemoore |
IN JULY 1983, Owen Carron described the working
conditions at the Marble Arch Show Caves at Florence-
court, County Fermanagh, as ‘reminiscent of the coal

incident, ACE

NO ADMISSION

supervisors, many trainees ‘very regular-
ly’ would be left in a week with only
what they are entitled to on social
security.

According to 17-yearold trainee
Hugh Quinn, from the Markets area:

““You clock in ten minutes late and
you lose half a day’s pay. Before Christ-
mas | arranged to take half a day off to
go shopping with my girlfriend, but |
was stopped a whole day’s pay.”

PICKET
On Tuesday morning the trainees
refused to cross, the; supgrvisars’ pigket-

line but were eventually forced

to go
into work under threat of losing a day's

pay. Nevertheless, McCann, apparently
breaking an earlier agreement, refused
to pay the trainees, and after Quinn and
two friends, Thomas Fagan and Martin
Harte, who in the past have acted as
spokespersons for the youth, protested
at McCann's decision, all three were
summarily suspended.
Soon afterwards, two other tra
Thomas O'Callaghan and Pa t;lavl.'l‘;:
also aged 17, were suspe; :

representations from West Belfast M
1.Gery Adas, - 5. 520a) <

e M
Nevertheless, McCann, who apparent-
!y has no authority to dismiss trainees,
luggled with words and insisted that the
other three were 'suspended indefinitely'.
All three intend to appeal against their

dismissal 1o the YTP administration at
Gloucester House.

Condemning the treatment of youth
trainees at Scala as ‘scandalous’, @
spokespersan for the local Clonard/Colin
Sinn Fein cumann, Eamonn O Dohart-
aigh, urged youths working on YTP
schemes ta organise themselves 10 ap-

A Proach trade unions or Sinn Fein for
NI 1o ddvice and supportady 53 Ay
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MARCH FOR JOBS

Lear Fan
to crash?

DOLE QUEUES have increased again in the six
counties as fear grows that the American aircraft
manufacturer Lear Fan, which came to Newtown-
abbey in 1980, may turn out to be yet another white
elephant — in the Strathearn Audio and De Lorean

m

s
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A PRE-BUDGET P

ign against rising oyment
planned by the Irish Congress of Trade Unions (ICTU) who, in a
T + the y

memo to trades

‘and d

have called for a work-stopp
January 20th.

With  unemployment levels
reaching an all-time high this week
— officially 208,041 — the need for
a vigorous campaign is obvious and,
according to leading trade unionist
Des Bonass, one of the demonstrat-
ion organisers, unemployment
rather than taxation will be the
major issue facing the general
public this year.

Admitting that last October’s
campaign launched by the Dublin
Council of Trade Unions (DCTU),
to mobilise shop stewards and
workers on the factory-floor on the
issue of unemployment, was slow
in building up, Bonass added that
this campaign would continue.

The ICTU had originally hoped
to begin a week-long series of pro-
tests and work-stoppages, culmin-
ating in a general shut-down on Jan-
uary 20th, but it was then realised
that if the initial protests proved
unsuccessful this might hinder the
f.nal big protest.

o In previous unemployment dem-

onstrations up to 20,000 people
have marched, but this has been a
far cry from the hundreds of thous-
ands who took to the streets to
protest against inequities in the
taxation system. Union leaders are,
however, confident that the rising

ould.
Lear Fan was attracted to
the six counties by low I

BY HILDA MacTHOMAS I

wages, weak trade unions and
offers of government grants.
It has received, so far, £60
million in public money for a
so-called ‘revolutionary- pro-
duct’, a carbon-fibre aero-
plane, for which all airworthi-
ness tests have failed so far.

In spite of rumours last
May that Lear Fan was look-

ing for another site to expand
its production, and its 530-
strong workforce, the com-
pany not only did not expand
but it has just announced that
it is going to make 91 people
redundant because of a ‘cash-
flow problem’ which is due to
the delay in the prototype

-

tests.
Meanwhile, according to the

© Despite claims that the Lear Fan plane (inset) will be a success, earlier
money, the future of Lear Fan workers is less than sir-tight

ernment, the jobless total in

the artificially reduced figures 118,430, or 21% of the total
published by ‘the British gov- working population.

®DES BONASS ==
~~

level of public awareness on the
unemployment issue will signif-
icantly increase numbers at next
Friday’s demonstration.

With the Budget proposals al-
ready formulated by the Coalition
government, Friday’s work -stoppage
and march, which will assemble in
Parnell Square at 1pm, will have to
be a huge success if they are to have
any prospect of altering the severe
economic measures which Garret
FitzGerald has ominously prom-
ised, and a long-term campaign has
to be undertaken to avoid such
marches becoming an annual letting-
off of steam.

and the investment of public

Amon§ the worst hit areas, alists: Strabane now has more

six_counties has reached as usual, all the towns west of than 40% unemployed, Cook-

sisted that the EEC money would not be

EEG HOUSING BLUFF

BY EAMON TRACY |

THE financial package promised by the
EEC for ‘urban renewal’, firstly last
June and then again on Tuesday of this

told a meeting of Belfast City Council on
Monday last that any money advanced by the
EEC would have to be matched by expenditure
by Ehe British government, and that such ex-

week, will not include house-building
programmes, despite assurances from
Geoffrey Martin, head of Belfast’s EEC
office, that the first cash instalment of
£18.7 million “will mean the construct-
ion of 750 new homes in the city, houses
that would not have been built if the
EEC aid had not been paid”.

In fact, no definite proposals have been
advanced by the Department of the Environ-
ment (DOE) as to what the money will be
spent on, but the EEC Commission has already
decided that it cannot be used to build houses,
since this would break its own rules.

Although EEC Commiissioner Richard Burke

I would have to be proven, the reality
is that the British government will simply use
EEC money for any spending without paying
its share.

As Alex Maskey, a Sinn Fein councillor
in Belfast, pointed out:

“In the past, EEC grants to the North,
which since 1973 have amounted to more than
£360 million, have been used by successive
British governments as part of their normal
expenditure and not as additional funding as
they are intended to be.”

: PLEDGES
Despite the pledges of Richard Burke, or

those of Geoffrey Martin, ‘Who' last year” in' =

stolen by the British exchequer, the British
government has had plenty of advance warning
of the EEC funding to cut back on any spend-
ing it might have planned, knowing that these
plans could be implemented later, with the
EEC bearing the financial burden.

The EEC funding, which totals £60 million,
the first instalment of which is £18.7 million,
will be used to bolster the sixcounty state-
let in that a large part of the money will,
according to Richard Burke, be spent “in meas-
ures planned to provide for the supply of
Kinsale gas to Belfast under the recent agree-
ment between the British and Irish govern-
ments”.

As with most EEC subsidies and grants,
the monies being given to Belfast will simply
be used to cover the cracks behind which the

POYerty, and neglect of Belfast people. will,,
remain. <

the Bann and those with the stown 36.2% and Nmﬁ
highest proportion of nation- 33.1%. X
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CLONDALKIN

EVICTION-——

AN EVICTED family from Clondalkin, County Dublin, cannot

hope to be rehoused for at least
orary accommodation can be given th,
person from_ Dublin County Council. Now th:
in a makeshift tent, have leamed from autho

Children’s Hospital

another month and no temp-

family, living
s at Crumlin

that their two-month old child cannot

be released from hospital care until they get suitable accom-

modation.

The nightmare battle to win a
home began for Patrick and Ann
Geraghty in 1982 when they had
no alternative but to move into an
old caravan on the side of the road.
Here they lived for seven months,
without basic hygiene facilities, and
despite being told by officials from
the Eastern Health Board that
they needed a new home, they

_could not move because they were
just short of the points needed
for a council home.

During particularly bad weather
the roof of the caravan finally
blew off and the Geraghty family,
which included one child and an-
other on the way, were forced to
squat in the first empty house they
could find.

em, according to a spokes-«

Unfortunately, however, the
house they chose, at 2 Lealand
Avenue, in Bawnoge, is part of a
house-purchase scheme. The owner,
who was away receiving treatment
for a medical complaint at the time,
naturally wanted to return to his
house when he recovered.

CONDEMNED

Because they had squatted, the
Geraghtys were now condemned to
the bottom of the housing list.
When the eviction order arrived on
Christmas Eve, and the family
and their furniture were moved out
on January 6th, they were left with
nowhere to go. A suggestion from
the Health Board that they move

Divis desperatior

accommoda

s the parents would
separate hostels.
Sinn Fein act-

into hostel
been rejected as
be forced to live in

Hugh Boyle, 2

vict i londalkin area, con-
ivist in the Cl section of the
Wednesday last.
accom-

tacted the housing
County Council on
He was told that temporary

ion simply does not exist in
ngatCounty Dublin and "'a} the
Geraghtys would have to wait for
some time until they could be
allocated a house.
Until then, the Geraghty family
have no choice but to live in a
roadside tent.

|8y Maeve arMsTRONG |

THE REMAINING tenants in the Whitehall block in Divis
Flats, due for demolition this autumn, are living in rapidly

son Peter, who have, to sleep in
the livingroom as both their bed-
rooms are uninhabitable. Water
drips down the window frames,

deteriorating conditions of damp and cold.

The majority of tenants still
living in the Whitehall block have
been reallocated houses in the
Ardmullan Estate since last Aug-
ust, when they were promised
that the new houses would be
ready ‘in a few months’ — but six
months later they still have no
information about when they can
move in.

On Sunday evening, January
8th, Whitehall Walk tenants Pat-
rick and Rosaleen McKiernan
were flooded out of their two-
bedroomed flat when a water

Pensioners in peril

storage tank in an adjacent block-
ed-up flat burst and water poured
into the bathroom, hall and
livingroom. Their children, five-
year-old Peter and 11-month-old
Daniel, had to sleep with relatives
while their parents cleaned up the
flat yet again.

The McKiernans’ flat is typical
of the conditions their remaining
neighbours live with: the daily
threat of flooding, faulty electric-
ity and dampness. S

A few doors away lives old age
pensioner Mary Delaney and her

[ sy maeve armsTRONG |

A BURST water pipe on Belfast’s Falls Road, neglected by the
Water Board for the past two weeks, flooded the hallway of an
old age pensioner and was also partly responsible for causing

injuries to another pensioner.

Arthritis sufferer Mrs Sarah
Toner, aged 73, was flooded in
her Ross Road home two weeks
ago when the water level rose over
her front doorstep. Carpet in the
hallway was soaked and damaged
by the dirty water which was un-
able to escape because a num-
ber of drains in an alleyway at the
rear of her home were blocked.
The burst pipe was reported to
the Water Board on two occasions
by Sinn Fein, on Mrs Toner's
behalf, who had to wade through
several inches of water to go any-
where.

Then last Thursday night, Jan-
uary 5th, Sarah’s friend, Margaret
Quinn from Divis Tower, who had
been visiting, fell over a chunk of
concrete which had been blocking
one of the drains. She was badly
shaken, broke her glasses and sus-
tained a black eye and bruised
ribs.

Although she had been ac-

companied by Mrs Toner’s daugh-
ter, neither of them noticed the
concrete block until it was too
late because of the inadequate
standard of lighting supplied by
the Department of Environment
in the Ross Road estate.

Built over seven years ago,
many of the houses are designed
in separate cubdesac formations
with numerous unlighted alley-
ways being the only means of
access to the Falls Road. Subseg-
uently there have been similar
incidents in the past, involving
pensioners unable to see clearly
where they are going.

Margaret Quinn is taking legal
proceedings for compensation, an
often lengthy and unrewarding
procedure, but in the meantime
she will not only have to pay for
replacement glasses out of her
meagre pension but will remain
nervous, she maintains, of going
outdoors alone for weeks, if not
months.

fungi grows on the ceiling, and
the cold is almost unbearable.

Mrs Marie Graham lives alone
and is surrounded on all sides by
derelict flats. She too sleeps in
the livingroom because of the
cold and damp in her bedroom.

INFORMATION

AP/RN contacted Housing Ex-
ecutive information officer Alex
Ritchie on Wednesday, January
11th, at Belmont House.

At first, he said he did not
know what was causing the delay,
but later rang back with the in-

(

@ Rosaleen McKiernan mops up after

e o S
@ Pensioner Mary Delaney and her son Peter have
as-their are uni i

to sleep in the

her flat is flooded
formation that a culvert had col-

9
He added that the Electricity

lapsed under the new houses and Board have promised that the
had damaged the underground cables will be repaired and says
that

electric cables. the Divis tenants will be

moved in one month.

It remains to be seen whether
the promise, this time, will be
kept.

are being sacrificed in the i

Enniskillen neglect

BY AINE MOORE

AREAS of historical interest in Enniskillen, County Fermanagh,
of local b le, as

where.

Car parks and offices have been
given priority by the town plan-
ners, while in Housing Executive

are the interests of the townspeople themselves whorarerbe'ing
forced from the town’s island centre into ghetto estates else-

areas such as Kilmacormack and the
higher
qrgently needed house repairs, dere-
!lct houses and litter are conven-
iently forgotten.

income Hillview estates,

Although windows in the Kil-
macormack Estate were replaced
this week, the Housing Executive
has refused to compensate tenants
for damage caused by the work to .
interior decorations, even though
similar compensation has already
been given to tenants in another
area.

The im

Louth ‘red tape

BUREAUCRATIC ‘red tape’ has been blamed for the intoler-
able conditions in which a family in Dunleer, County Louth,

are forced to live.

Ray Weldon, his wife and
two children live in a small caravan
with no water or sewerage facilities,
despite repeated representations to,
and promises from, establishment
politicians from various parties,
that they should be rehoused.

a2 Now their case has been -taken
L R N N R C RN AN A

up by local Sinn Fein activist
Jackie McGahon who, in con-
junction with Sinn Fein County
Councillor Fra Browne, intends to
highlight the plight of the Weldons
and expose the totally inadequate
provision of housing in' County .
Louths -+ - - i i

SSNRSRY

pressive new car park
under construction in the town
centre is small consolation to those
Who lost their homes and are now
rehoused in areas from which there

in virtually no hope of obtaining

a transfe SIS 3 e kB HEITY
-
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l BY JACK MADDEN

IN A DAMNING indictment
of the show-trial strategy in
the six counties, a British
research group, the Cobden
Trust, has, in a report re-
leased today (Thursday) con-
cluded that perjurer evidence

ap lead, and has led, to the
telling of lies and to the con-
viction of the innocent”, and
calls for an end to the accept-
ance of uncorroborated evi-
dence.

This report, prepared by Lord
anv Gifford QC, provides a™de-
tailed background to the paid perjurer
syndrome, beginning with an account
of‘thAe development of the system in
Britain where underworld criminals
were sentenced on the evidence of
alleged accomplices.

Gifford, however, delineates the clear
difference between such cases and those
now pertaining in the six counties, where
the existence of non-jury Diplock courts
considerably diminishes the chances of a
defendant getting a fair trial.

Interviews with a wide range of people
connected with the system — including its
victims — were used as the basis of this
report which traces the deterioration of
judicial standards in the Diplock courts
from the trial of RUC Detective McCormick,
who was acquitted on 20 of the 24 charges
levelled against him by an-informer because
no corroborative evidence existed, to the
McGrady trial, where a witness who had
patently told lies had his ‘evidence’ against
a number of defendants accepted.

Concern is voiced at the duration of
remand in show trials, the obvious ‘school-
ing’ of perjurers &.d the ridiculous position
where a judge, under pressure from his
political and military masters, is left to
decide the credibility of a witness, without
ajury.
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SHOW TRIALS &

@ Robert Quigley with his wife

That judges have accepted uncorroborat-
ed evidence and convicted people after “the
somewhat unreal mental operation” of warn-
ing themselves of the weakness of such evi-
dence, is the most worrying feature of these
trials and the report argues that “trial by
Jjury should be restored...”

Besides examining the motivating factors
which persuade certain individuals to give
perjured evidence, Gifford includes useful

statistics on the numbers convicted, those™

acquitted and those released after the per-
jury was retracted.

Against this, he outlines the ‘official’
position, including that of prisons minister
Nicholas Scott who “claimed that there
had been no policy, at least at ministerial

LE COLLA O MUIRI

FOGRAIODH ar na mallaibh
go bhfuil deich leabharlann i
gceantar Bhéal Feirste i mbaol
an ddnta de thairbhe pol-
asai rialtas na Sasana. Té
naoi leabharlann acu sidid i
gceantair an lucht oibre.

Té an t-Uasal Ivor Crawley,
Priomh-leabharlannai  de chuid
Bord Oideachais agus Leabharlann
Bhéal Feirste, ag moladh go ndanfai
na leabharlanna i rith na ceithre
bliana seo atd ag teacht. Ar an
tria 14 is fiche de Mhi Eandir
tiocfaidh an Bé6rd le chéile le
socrd a dhéanamh i leith an mholta
seo.

Is iad na Ieabharlanna ata
faoi bhagairt nd na craobhacha
i Lag an Aoil, An Tobar Ban,
Ceantar na Sean Pairce, Carn
Mhiirtin, Béthar na bhFal, Bothar
na Sean Cille, Béthar Dhin na
nGall, Baile Andarsan, Sraid Euston
agus Béthar Ard Mhic Nasca.

AN PLEAN
D4 gcuirfi an plean seo i
bhfeidhm bheadh gearradh siar de
£400,000 ar chaiteachas Seirbhis na

level, to start using supergrass evidence.
People started to come forward but he did
not know why”.
UNITY

Calling for unity against the “conspiracy
of injustice in the six counties”, Sinn
Fein's elected representative in Derry,
Martin McGuinness, has warned in a state-
ment that despite the set-backs which the
show-trial strategy has suffered in recent
months, another show trial begins in Derry
today where Robert Quigley will give
perjured evidence against 20 people.

Referring to the men released after wit-
nesses retracted their perjured -evidence in
the final months of 1983, McGuinness said:

“Many of these revealed that the RUC

=== R ¢
n poibli ar Bothar na bhFal

—Leabharianna faoi léigear—

td g
PRI

Leabharlann & dhéanamh sa tréim-

© LORD TONY GIFFORD

had offered them sums in the region of
£300,000 plus new identities to incriminate
republicans like Gerry Adams, Danny
Morrison and myself; clear proof of the
British government’s determination to smash
all opposition to its occupation of this
country.

“Some of these men had been held on
remand for up to 22 months, the equivalent
of a four-year prison sentence, and not one
of them will ever receive compensation for
their deliberate internment.”

Despite the alignment of opposition to
the show trials “the RUC is still seeking to
recruit perjurers”, and “the highest levels
of the British government have lent their
full support to the strategy despite all the
criticism it has evoked”, said McGuinness.

MANIPULATION

Denouncing the deliberate “manipulation
of disturbed individuals” as perjurers — as in
the case of John Morgan, Kevin McGrady
and John Grimley — he continued:

“Referring to Kevin McGrady’s evidence
as ‘contradictory, bizarre and in some re-
spects incredible’, Judge Lowry still found
it appropriate to convict seven men who
are now serving lengthy sentences. Lowry's
ruling means that the six-county judiciary
can now convict on the uncorroborated
evidence of paid perjurers, be they in need
of psychiatric assistance or not.

“All those who profess an interest in
Justice should unite to expose and end the
show-trial system.

“The first show trial involving Derry
people is scheduled to begin today (Thurs-
day) when Robert Quigley will give Queen’s
evidence in a system which has already
been discredited.”

lan Montgomery, Priomh-leabhar-
lannai Cunta de chuid Bord Bhéal
Feirste nuair a labhair sé in éadan
moladh Ivor Crawley.

Dairt sé gur cnuasach pobal
a bhi ann, mar Bhéal Feirste, agus
go mbeadh sé nd seacht leabhar-
lann déag de dhith chun freastal
orthu mar ba cheart.

LIMISTEAR

Té leabharlann &itiGil tabhach-
tach do limistéar cathrach. Ta
cuid mhér tuismitheoiri ann nach
ligfeadh dd bpdisti a gceantar féin
a fhagail. Ta daoine ann, seandaoine
go moér-mhér, a mbéadh sé ro-
chostasach is ré-chrua orthu dul
isteach go lar na cathrach go
rialta le cuairt a thabhairt ar an
leabharlann.

Ta Sinn Féin in éadan gearradh
siar ar bith i Seirbhis na Leabhar-
lann. Duirt Geardid Mac Adaimh,

feisire tofa do Bhéal Feirste
Thiar:
“Is scannal é go bhfuil deich

leabharlann i mBéal Feirste faoi

anna chaipitleacha Rialtas Shas-
ana. Cuidionn Seirbhis na Leab-
harlann le dacine forbairt a dhéan-
amh ar a gcuid oideachais, agus

sc4th an ddnta mar gheall ar luach-

hse ceithre bliana sin. s léir, mar
sin de, go bhfuil na leabharlanna
seo faoi bhagairt an ddnta mar
gheall ar na gearrthacha mallaithe:

de chuid Rialtas Thatcher thall i
Sasain. Lucht an rachmais, a bhfuil
sé ar a gcumas leabharlanna priob-
haideacha a bheith acu, ag iarr-

aidh leabharlanna poibli a shéan-

adh ar dhaoine nach bhfuil obair

acu, ar phinsinéiri agus ar phdisti,
T4 deich leabharlann eile i

gceantar Bhéal Feirste nach bhfuil
faoi bhagairt ach glactar leis nach
leor sin don chathair uilig. Bhi

an méid sin 4 aithint ag an Uas., . /ucht ojbre.a feathpd.s s ‘vue

dd ndiunfai na leabharlanna seo
dhéanfadh sé an bearna idir saol
lucht an tsaibhris agus saol an




question.

]’he courts, now apparently being influenced by a cam-
Paign for the enforcement of extradition, which has been
cor!duc_ted by politicians for purely political objectives and
which is based on non-legal considerations, seem to be about
to reverse.the rules applicable to extradition cases which they
have applied over the last decade — this will result in the des-
truction of the legal protection hitherto extended to political

refugees.

It appears that the courts, by
attempting to redefine what is a
political offence, are on the verge
of usurping what is clearly a pol-
itical question.

Dublin governments have, over
thg last decade, resisted constant
British and loyalist pressure to
allow extradition. But it could
well be that the present Coalition
government is happy to see the
courts doing the ‘dirty work’ for
it. The recent confident utterings
of Margaret Thatcher, James Prior
and other British and loyalist pol-
iticians about the future avail-
ability of extradition appear to
confirm this view.

But the dangers to civil liber-
ties and the political implications
of this latest move towards coll-
aboration with Britain’s military
occupation of the six counties are
endless. They must be resisted.

POLITICAL OFFENCE

The legal reasons for the ban
on extradition from the twenty-
six counties for political offences
were put most clearly by a legal
team representing the Dublin gov-
ernment on the Law Enforcement
Commission in 1974. They argued
strongly for the validity of the
ban.

This commission, which includ-
ed Mr Justice Walsh, Mr Justice
Doyle and Mr Justice Henchy on
the Dublin side, was composed of
British and Irish lawyers who were
to report on the difficulties sur-
rounding the question of extradit-
ion. The commission was esta-
blished by the ill-fated Sunning-
dale agreement.

The existing arrangements for
the delivery of persons sought in
one jurisdiction to another is co-
vered in the South by the Extra-
dition Act 1965.

Sections 44(2) and 50(2) of
that Act provide for the refusal
of extradition where the warrant
relates to “a political offence or
an offence connected with a pol-
itical offence.”

(The equivalent Act in the
North, the Backing of Warrants
Act 1965, which permits extradit-
ion to the South, also contains an
exception in its section 2(2),
compelling the release of a person
sought if the offence is “an off-
ence of a political character”.)

INTERNATIONAL LAW

The South’s Extradition Act, in
exempting political offences, is in
harmony with the 1937 Constit-
ution which, although not referr-
ing directly to extradition, does,
in Article 29.3, state:

“Ireland accepts the
’ ised principles of inte
ional law as its rule of conduct in
its relations with other states.”

These “generally recognised
principles of international law”, as
regards the non-extradition of pol-
itical offenders, are ascertained
by the practices of other states.

Ironically, the British govern-
ment has been one of the strong-
est defenders of its right to refuse
extradition for ‘political offences’
when it sees fit.

At the time of the British and
Irish extradition acts in 1965, the
then Solicitor General for Eng-
land, Sir Dingle Foot, informed
the House of Commons, while ex-
plaining the relevant provisions of
the British legislation:

“The exception relating to off-
ences of a political character is

generally

THREE cases shortly to come béfore the Dubli
) ublin
courts on the question of extradition for political
offenoe§ are causing growing concern among many
people interested in civil liberties and the national

L

thoroughly familiar and has been
included in our extradition legis-
lation ever since 1870. Indeed, the
tradition that we do not return to
the country of origin persons who'
are accused of political offences
goes back to the Napoleonic
wars.”

The almost universal accept-
ance of this principle of not extra-
diting political offenders is very
important to understand.

It is not a particular piece of

BY KEVIN BURKE I

Irish ‘stubborness’ as the British
politicians and media would have
us believe. e

EUROPEAN CONVENTION

The European Convention on %
Extradition. 1957, of which the 2
Dublin government is a signatory, “ i R
also exempts “a political offence
or an offence connected with a
political offence.”

All the published authorities
accept this basic rule of internat-
jonal law. Lauterpacht, in The
Law of Nations and the Punish-
ment of War Crimes, is just one of
many qualified authors to make
the point: s

“We are confronted with the

impressive fact that in the legis-
lation of modern states there are
few principles so universally
adopted as that of non-extradit-
ion of political offenders.”

- i
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It was in accordance with this
international principle that the
United States Federal Court in
San Francisco, only a few months
ago, refused a British extradition
attempt for the return of William
Quinn, a former IRA member
who was wanted for the killing of
a policeman in London while es-
caping during a bombing oper-
ation.

The principle on which that re-
fusal is based is part of the Anglo-
US extradition treaty of 1972.

CRIMINAL LAW
JURISDICTION

In order to circumvent this
international ban on political ex-
tradition, the Sunningdale-inspired
Law Enforcement Commission
came up with a compromise
which would allow the trial of
political offenders in the South
for offences committed in the
North and vice versa.

This proposal was later enacted
in the Criminal Law (Jurisdiction)
Act 1976 — which amounted to a
major political ion to Brit-
ish demands for more collaborat-
ion in repression by the Dublin
government.

It was in fact the only Sunning-
dale proposal which survived —
the ‘concessions’ on the British
and loyalist side, in the form of
‘power-sharing’ and a ‘Council of
Ireland’ and so on, were either
short-lived or never implemented.

Only a handful of cases have
been brought under the legislat-
jon — there are a number of reas-
ons for this.

Firstly,

Britain by Dublin are seen in Lon-
don and Belfast as more of a pol-
itical act than a practical matter.
The surrender to the British will
on such a controversial issue has
psychological side-effects in wide-
spread collaboration and political
weakness in Dublin’s relationship
with London and which go far
beyond the direct effects of the
particular legislation.

Secondly, the RUC, which is
required to pursue cases under the
Criminal Law (Jurisdiction) Act,
is reluctant to do so for what it
regards as practical considerations.

POLITICAL DELICACY

Although the Special Court is,
like the Diplock courts in the
North, a non-jury court, and has
come in for equally severe crit-
icism for the standard of evidence
which it is prepared to accept, it
is nevertheless felt that it would
be extra careful in regard to the
standard of evidence being
brought before it by RUC wit-
nesses — because of the obvious

litical delicacy of such cases.

This was borne out by the first
case brought under the Criminal
Law (Jurisdiction) Act, in 1980,
when three men were acquitted
in Dublin because the forensic
evidence brought by the RUC was
rejected by the Dublin Special
Court as inconclusive.

It is also a fact that the RUC
have relied on two methods of ob-
taining ‘evidence’ for their own
Diplock courts which they would
be reluctant to air in Dublin. The
majority of convictions in the last
decade in the North have been

such concessions to

1t of, and

based on either ’ ex-
tracted from a ‘suspect’ by infam-
ous methods of Castlereagh in-

with, Britain’s view of Ireland that
a solution lies in a combined pol-

terrogation or more ly by
the equally outrageous use of ‘in-
formers’ or, more properly
named ‘paid perjurers’.

A person held in the South
cannot be ‘interrogated’ by the
RUC, and the use of Northern
paid perjurers to secure convict-
ions in a Dublin court would be
far too politically explosive to
risk.

ESCAPES

All but one conviction under
the Criminal Law (Jurisdiction)
Act in the South has therefore re-
lated to the escape of political
prisoners from jails in Belfast and
London — seven in all.

The only other conviction, of
Seamus Soraghan, in December
1983, was based, ironically, on a
‘confession’ extracted in quest-
ionable circumstances by gardai
and related to the same off-
ence as that for which the first
three men charged under the Act
were acquitted because of the un-
reliable RUC forensic evidence.

The third reason why the Crim-
inal Law (Jurisdiction) Act has
not been used or sought to be
used by the RUC — except in
those very few cases — is also be-
cause its successful use would do
much to reduce the strength of
the British demand for what is
seen as the final act of collaborat-
ion by Dublin — the agreement to
extradition for political offences.

i By conceding extradition Dub-
lin would make a final servile ack-

icy of r North and South
— a military solution aimed at
concreting partition and Britain's
occupation rather than a political
solution aimed at securing a
united Ireland.

CIVIL LIBERTIES

It must be emphasised, how-
ever, that not only does extradit-
ion represent this total political
concession to British policy by
Dublin — which is its major att-
raction to London and Belfast —
it also allows in its practice a
major incursion by the RUC ag-
ainst the civil liberties of people
living in the twenty-six counties.

There is no doubt that if extra-
dition of political offenders was
won by the RUC, it would be
used with much more enthusiasm,
and with much more frequency,
than the Criminal Law (Jurisdict-
ion) Act.
\ Indeed, this is the most sin-
ister effect of the process of extra-
dition,
_ The terms of current extradit-
ion legislation between North and
South are such that — unlike nor-
mal extradition procedures bet-
ween other states — they allow
extradition of a person, sought for
an ordinary offence, merely on
the basis of the validity of the
warrant issued by the RUC. A
‘prima facie’ case does not have to
be made.

_In other words, not one iota of
evidence of guilt of the offence
needs to be produced in the

533230533048~
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®CHIEF JUSTICE O’HIGGINS

fore obviously an important one
for both Dublin and London coll-
aborationists, it should be under-
stood that it is not in facl a legal

were the remarks by Chief Justice
O’Higgins in the case about how
he might decide any future case
where the plea of political motive
has previously been accepted.

The case in the Surpreme
Court concerned an appeal from
the High Court against extradit-
ion by McGlinchey, a former IRA
member. He was claiming that the
death of a Toomebridge woman in
1977, in a gun attack on the
house where she lived, was a pol-
itical offence because at the time
he was operating as a member of
an |IRA unit.

As we have said, he withdrew
this argument of political motive,
but Chief Justice O’Higgins made
some dramatic statements as to
his future rulings, observing that it
“should not be deduced that if
the victim were someone other
than a civilian who was killed or
injured as a result of violently
criminal conduct chosen in lieu of
what would fall directly or in-
directly within the ordinary scope
of political activity, the offence
would necessarily be classified as
a political offence or an offence

departure  from the
position, because during the Sup-
reme Court hearing, McGlinchey’s
counsel withdrew the defence
argument that his action was a
political one. The extradition or-
der was therefore granted on the
basis that the offence in questlcn

d with a political off-
ence”. He went on to say:

“The judicial authorities on the
scope of such offences have, in
many respects, been rendered
obsolete by the fact that the mod-
ern terrorist violence, whether un-
dertaken by mlllrary or para-

m//ltary or by l"'

was an ordlnary, non-p / r by

one, and th the a;gmuplsﬂc';f / ma'
ituation. is often the antithesis o

i o could reasonably be regarded as

SIGNIFICANT political, either in itself or in its

But what was most significant

connections.”

“The court,” he continued lat-
er, “is invited to assume that be-
cause of widespread violence or-
ganised by paramilitary groups in
Northern Ireland, any charge ass-
ociated with terrorist activity
should be regarded as a charge in
respect of a political offence or an
offence with a polii

o

claim that actions in response to
occupation by a foreign power
and to massive discrimination and
repression can be branded as
‘terrorism’. That the ‘Irish prob-
lem’ is therefore a ‘law and order”
one, not a political one, and that
Dublin should not seek a political

offence. | am not pmpared to
make that assumption.

“Under the Extradition Act
1965, the onus of establishing
that the offence in question is
either a political offence, or one
connected with a political off-
ence, as a reason for not hand-
ing over a person sought on a
warrant.... is upon the person
who seeks asylum in our juris-
diction.”

What O’Higgins seemed to
be saying is that republican act-
ions against even British army and
RUC targets would need to be
proved to him to be political be-
fore he would dismiss an extra-
dition case in the future.

REDEFINITION

But also, very significantly,
O'Higgins’ line of argument was
very much in line with the Brit-
ish redefinition of what it chose
to be the meaning of a ‘political
offence’ in the context of the
Irish struggle.

Britain would attempt to argue
— and O’Higgins appears sympat-
hetic to this argument — that rep-
ublican actions in the struggle ag-
ainst Britain’s presence in the
North are not actions which arise
from a political situation or with
a political motive. Britain would

| but merely co-operate in
achieving a ‘law and order’ one.

This interpretation would —
quite illogically and ridiculously
in the minds of nationally-minded
Irish people — equate activity aim-
ed at achieving national freedom
with the socially-motivated ex-
tremism of such European groups
as the German Baader-Meinhof or
the Italian Red Brigades.

TERRORIST CRIME

The countries of Western Eur-
ope have also sought to exclude
this type of terrorist crime from
the definition of a ‘political off-
ence’. The European Convention
on the Suppression of Terrorism
was concluded in 1975 and in
1978 Britain passed the Suppress-
ion of Terrorism Act to ratify the
convention.

Dublin has, so far, refused to
ratify tha Convantlon because of

Nevertheless, the overall thrust
of Britain’s argument for extradit-
jon of republicans appears 10 be
sympathised with by O’ Higgins,
and in doing so the court seems t0
be taking on itself, or having un-
loaded onto it, what has been
previously regarded as a matter
for government decision and
ultimately only alterable by a con-
stitutional referendum passed by
the people.

CURRENT CASES

The current cases before the
courts have shown that O’Higgins’
message has not gone unheeded
by other judges.

In August 1983, the High
Court in Dublin affirmed an extra-
dition order against Philip Mc-
Mahon, who escaped from Newry
Courthouse in 1975 whilst on trial
for attempting to escape from
Long Kesh where he was acknow|-
edged by the British at the time to
be a political prisoner.

Moreover, the High Court
judge ignored earlier High Court
decisions, in 1975 and 1976,
when the extradition of five fell-
ow escapees was refused on the
standard grounds that they were
engaged in political actions.

McMahon's last appeal against
being handed over to the RUC
will shortly be heard in the Sup-
reme Court — the court of Chief
Justice O’Higgins.

In July last year, a district
court at Balbriggan endorsed an
RUC extradition wapplication for
a Monaghan man, James Shannon,
in connection with the IRA’s ex-
ecution of the former speaker of
the Stormont parliament, Sir Nor-
man Stronge, and his RUC son
James Stronge, at Tynan Abbey
in January 1981.

Shannon has lodged an appeal
against the extradition order and
is at present in Portlaoise Prison
awaiting his case in the High
Court.

Also appealing a district court
extradition order — made by
Drogheda District Court in 'Sept-
ember — is a third man, Hugh
Tomney.

TORNEY

His extradition is sought to
face charges in Belfast based on
the ‘evidence’ of the paid per-
jurer Harry Kirkpatrick — and we
must remember that no evidence
of any kind needs to be brought
by the RUC in the Southern
courts to support the extradition.

Torney's appeal will also be
coming before the High Court
very soon.

URGENCY

The urgency of organising opp-
osition to these developments is
therefore obvious. Since it would
appear to be political pressures
which are attempting to influence
the courts into making major pol-
icy changes, based on non-legal
considerations, it would seem that
only the display of political opp-
osition can halt this process.

The consequences of allowing
extradition for political offences
go beyond the plight of the three
men currently at risk. They even
go beyond the dangers to civil lib-
erties which would ensure the
handing over of people to the
mercies of the RUC and the corr-
upt legal system in the North.

They extend to a major polit-
ical victory for Britain in Ireland
— the total acknowledgement by
the South of the RUC as an ‘im-
partial police force’ (something"
even the SDLP will not ackncw-
ledge); the total acceptance by the
South of Britain's attempts to

the of acc-
eptlng the British interpretation
of republican actions in the
North.

It is worth' noting in passing,
that, for all its arguments on
extradition, in its own anti-Irish
legislation, the so-called Prevent-
ion of Terrorism Act and the Em-
ergency Powers Act, Britain de-
fines ‘terrorism’ as ing “the

cri lise the Irish struggle for
freedom; and the final fusion of a
common London/Dublin policy
on the North in approaching it

first and foremost as a ‘law and

order’ or ‘security’ problem rath-
er than a political one — the ul-
timate acceptance of Britain's
p A achall dq +

of six counties of Ireland, and the

use of violence for political enak"

of the national ob-
jective.




Defeat the Bill

A Chara,

A campaign to defeat the
Criminal Justice Bill will be
launched on Friday, January 13th,
in Dublin. The Sinn Feinardcomh-
airle has decided to support this
campaign.

This Bill has its origins as far
back as 1982 when the Garda
Representative Association and
the Association of Garda Sergeants
and Inspectors mounted a very
public and sophisticated campaign
calling for extra powers for the
gardai. The garda commissioner
threw his weight behind this
campaign and with help from the
‘law and order’ lobby within the
media, considerable pressure was
Put on Free State politicians
in Leinster House to come up
with come Bill.

This Bill was drawn up by the
Department of Justice in con-
junction with the gardai. The
Bill gives extra powers to the
gardai, does away with the right
to silence and opens the door to
the introduction of the system of
paid perjurers in the twenty-six
counties.

Sinn Fein proposes that cum-
ainn and combhairli ceantair sh-
ould:-

1. Acquire
proposed Bill.

2. Encourage and participate
in the setting up of broad-based
action groups in local areas to
defeat the Bill. Membership of
such groups should be based on
the individual(s) rejection of the
Bill.

3. Letters should be written
outlining the erosion of civil
liberties etc, and sent to news-
papers and radio stations.

4. Trade unionists should try
and get motions passed at branch
level against the Bill (highlighting
the dangers of the Bill to trade
unionists on strike etc).

5. Local opinion leaders sh-
ould be questioned on their posit-
ions on the proposed Bill; if
sympathetic they should be en-
couraged to take part in this

a copy of the

Fein councillors
should table motions condemning
the Bill and attempt to get them

Sinn Fein members and
supporters should become in-
volved in this campaign and help
defeat the Criminal Justice Bill.

Sean Crowe,

in Action

A Chara,

As an independent-minded
nationalist, | am convinced that
the recent World in Action
programme on Sinn Fein (ITV,
December 19th) has done no
damage to the reputations of
Gerry Adams or Danny Morrison
amongst selfrespecting Irish peo-
ple.

World in Action pro-
gramme demonstrated the abject
failure of bribery and intimidation
by the ‘forces of law and order’
to make any charges stick — even
in a Diplock court!

It was an appeal to that species
of wild Englishman who refuses
to let mere facts interfere with
the prejudices from which his
actions spring. And its star wit-
nesses, one of whose movement's
leaders once described
‘today’s  Invincibles’,
themselves to be ‘today’s Con-
temptibles’. Foremost among
them was the only member of
the programme’s cast | have ever
met, Des O’Hagan of the Workers
Party.

| met O’Hagan at a meeting
he addressed in England about
a decade ago. | applauded him on
his entry but did not applaud at
the end of the meeting during
which | had challenged him on
certain points of fact — which
he conceded — and questioned
the vagueness of the strategy he
so frequently alluded to but did
not explain.

Naive young man that | was,
| thought if persons described
themselves as Marxists they would
present coherent arguments from

A Chara,

The republican POWs in
the H-Blocks of Long Kesh
send solidarity greetings at
New Year to our imprisoned
comrades everywhere, to our
comrades on the run, to the
active service units of Oglaigh
na hEireann, to the workers
of Sinn Fein, Green Cross
and Prisoners Dependants
Fund, and to republican
friends, supporters and relat-
ives wherever they may be.

1983 has been an important
year in the struggle for freedom.

Militarily, the IRA has over-
come the British challenge of the
paid perjurers in the sham court
system in the six counties and
operations have continued to in-
stil fear in the heart of the British
establishment in our country.

Politically, Sinn Fein has gone
from the strong position of
1982 to a position now on the
brink of toppling the SDLP as
the representatives of the nation-
alist people in the six counties,
while in the twenty-six counties
the Movement's willingness to
struggle alongside the people for
their rights will ensure the future
progress of Sinn Fein as a real
and radical alternative to the es-
tablishment parties.

Marxist premises — whether
these premises were themselves
valid or not. Instead, there was
a hotch-potch of slogans inter-
spread with some vulgarity, no
doubt to show the earthy prole-
tarian  credentials of a horny-
handed son ‘of toil. There was
also ‘an unconscious element’ of
hilarity. B

O’Hagan'’s thesis started with
the proposition that the British
were conducting ‘a war of geno-
cide’ against the nationalist popu-
lation. From there it transpired
that armed resistance was not an
appropriate response. Instead, we
had to accept as a matter of faith
a revolutionary strategy which
was 5o precious that its adherents
could not even give its outlines.
(Incidentally, Leinster House was
described as a British puppet with
no power of its own.)

As | said, | aman independent-
minded nationalist. | do not bel-
ieve that the Harrods bomb will
win friends or influence people in
Ireland’s favour. Similarly, many
good Irish people did not approve
of the killings of Cavendish and
Burke, but recoiled in horror
from the ‘supergrass’ Carey.

| would not wish Mr O’
Hagan to share Carey's fate.
Nevertheless, there must be some
of your readers, even today, who
could dip into their pockets and
have a Mass said for him.

Hibernicus.

@ DES O'HAGAN
one of ‘today’s Contemptibles’

Sadly, 1983 has seen the
murder of many republican Vol-
unteers and sympathisers by Brit-
ish and loyalist terror gangs.
To their families we extend our
deepest sympathy; to their mem-
ory we pledge our commitment
to the cause for which they fell.
N7 bheidh a n-fobairt gan toradh.

In this prison also, republicans

Question
of culture

Dear Editor,

1 must  take exception to
connotations set forth in  the:
November 24th article concerning
the expansion of Irish classes
in Belfast. The segment in question
concerns the assertion that Ire-
land is reeling in “Anglo-American-
ism’.

| am an American of Irish,
Italian and Spanish descent. |
work steadfastly for the cause of
Irish freedom as those of both
nations who know me can attest.
Yet the concept that English and
American culture are one and the
same is very disturbing.

True the term ‘Anglo-Ameri-
can’, exists in the dictionary
where itis defined as “an American
of English birth or ancestry”,
this applies to so small a segment
of our society that the con-
cept is invalid. To most inhabi-
tants of this world America is
the great exponent of synthetic
food and false righteousness,
coupled with an unfailing loyalty
to the corporate infrastructure.
This view is tragically naive as
any student of American heritage
will testify to.

Unfortunately Americans have
a tendency to sustain these mis-
conceptions by doing little to
alter the myths. We have, as‘a
society, an inferiority complex
when weighed against other cul-
tures. The notion that American
culture is somehow perverting the
Irish is tragically simplistic. There
is nothing wrong with American
culture or being American.

In fact, Ronald Reagan aside,
I’m pretty damn proud.

Diane Sisneroz,

Sunland,

California,

USA.

have shown the will and deter-
mination to succeed. The gallant
escape by 38 POWs in September
crushed Britain’s bloated ego and
proved that republicans will not
be broken by imprisonment.

The retributive collective pun-
ishment meted out to POWs
in the three months since the
escape will not deter us.” The

antagonism shown by Screws
towards our families on wsits,
the mass brutality against POWs
are all signs of the confusion and
bigotry of the loyalist Screws
in the wake of the escape. They
hoped to provoke us into a pro-
test action which could have
defeated our unity. They failed,
and the unity of POWs in facing
whatever is thrown against us
remains firm.

In 1984 we expect to continue
moving closer to our objectives
of freedom and peace. We ask
our friends and supporters to re-
member our comrades imprisoned
in Ireland and abroad, not only
at this time of year but through-
out the coming year. We ask
them to remember the hund-
reds of republicans imprisoned on
the word of paid perjurers.

Finally, we ask them to help
secure the repatriation of pris-
oners abroad, freedom of our
imprisoned and the well-being of
those among our own number
who are denied medical care.

1984 has long had an omin-
ous meaning, let us all work to
ensure that it is ominous for the
British and all enemies of Irish

Ceis Fhada.

in the six

cy Pearse

and the members of North An-
trim Sinn Fein for their endeav-
ours on my behalf since June
1983. b i

Having been forced to leave
my job, I contacted the North
Antrim’ Sinn Fein Advice Centre
and’not-only did they advise me
of my rights under the Industrial
Relations Act, but actually pre-
pared my case and successfully
represented me at an industrial
tribunal, held in Ballymena Court-
house in October 1983. | have
just been informed (December
13th) of the compensation award
%0 me, which totals £502.50.

It is gratifying, to say the-
least, that a political party should
spend so much time and effort in
ensuring a successful conclusion
to a constituent’s problems and
not, as is usual, simply pay lip-
service to them at electi: .

counties during the past 12 years?

For over 60 years the West-
minster and Leinster House poli-
ticians, through their

Stailc ocrais
agus sli beatha

A Chara,

T4 stallc ocrals na noibrithe
i gCluain Dolclin erfochnaithe
anois agus, bufochas do Dhia,
ni" bhfuair ceachtar den bheirt
fhear bis. Bheadh ndire an dom-
hain ar . Rialtas an tSaoir-Stfit
dd néagfadh duine ar céalacan
ar son oibre.

ThaispeSin an eachtra sin cé
chomh failliteach is at§ Rialtas
na 26 Chontae. Lig siad don
mhuileann pSipéir Iuf gan gnd
ar feadh dh§ bhliain. DhiGltaigh
siad achainf na noibrithe go
solfthréfai an t-airgead a shab-
héifadh an mhonarcha. Agus, i
ndeireadh na dala, nior ghluais
siad go dtf go raibh br na stailce
orthu.

Dar liomsa ba é an masla a
ba mhé n§ gurbh le linn na
mfosa ceanna a d'fhégair an
Rialtas na tuarastail nua do
Theachtai Déla. Is Iéir nach raibh
easpa airgid ann nuair a d‘@irigh
ceist tuarastal na ndaoine sin.

Ta rabhadh Liaim Ul Mhaoil-
fosa i m'intinn nuair a scrfobh
seisean faoin dbigh a chuirfeadh
lucht an bhréagrialtais coimirce
thart orthu f6in né sin direach
an rud a rinneadh ariamh anall.
Méadaionn Ifon na bpolaiteoir
agus na niarpholaiteoir ar pinsean.
T4 Teach Laighin ag dearbhG
gur luachmhaire arfs a gcuid
pinsean féin sna laethe at§ le
teacht.

Td siad mar a bheadh bain-
isteoir midhflis ann a chuirfeadh
toradh a chuid gadaiochta i
dtaisce agus fios aige gur & allas
a noibrithe macénta a chruinn-
igh sé an taisce sin.

Chruthaigh an fo-thoghchdn
i mBaile Atha Cliath nach bhfuil
lucht oibre na Sé Chontae fichead
sésta le cdras na mimhacdnt-
achta. Anois, t4 orainne i nGluais-
eacht na Poblachta a chinntid
go gcuirfear leis an seacht faoin
chéad a fuair Christy Burke.
T4 an cheannasafocht ag Sinn

criminal collusion, have main-
tained violence in the six coun-
ties for their own sordid ends and

will continue to do so indefinitely |

if we, the people of Ireland, do
not wake up to reality and stop
them.

We must also wake up to
the fact that Garret FitzGerald's
move to ban Sinn Fein, under the
pretext of preventing violence, is
simply another sinister attempt to
resuscitate the Blueshirt dream of
a one-party. facist state. Let us
not forget the reprehensible effort
made by the then Coalition to
make that dream a reality when,
in the ‘70s, they deprived us all
of our basic human rights by using

Gerry Phillips,
North Antrim.

a of a state
of emergency to suspend the
Constitution so that they would
be in a position to use internment
without trial — the greatest crime
any ruler can inflict on citizens.
To make their plan complete,
they established the ‘Heavy Gang”
and had them ready to go through-
out the country and fill the con-
centration camps in true Gestapo
style.

Let us not be fooled or try
to fool ourselves: Sinn Fein is the
only truly nationalist democratic
party having able leadership and a
nationwide organisatipn capable

f

A Chara,

In all the cacophony of insane
condemnations of recent vialence
in the six counties and London
there was not the faintest refer-

ence to the role of the real
culprits, namely the British govern-
ment and their subservient col-
laborators in Leinster House.
Such unjust and traitorous

Service, not
lip-service

A Chara,

| am writing to express,
through your letters page, my grat-
itude to North Antrim constituen-

of the British gives
them inestimable advantages
while causing incalculable damage
to Ireland’s cause throughout the
world.

Have the British news media

o the Leinster House
junta, therefore they must be sup-
pressed by even the foulest means,
including  Section 31 of the
Broadcasting Act and the Cri
inal Law Jurisdiction Act which
is in reality legislated treason both
in its purpose and every action of
its implementation..

In all this, Fine Gael and
Fianna Fail gang up as one, which
leaves Sinn Fein as the only trust-
worthy alternative and if Sinn
Fein's political rights are abolis-
hed, within a few short years the
Irish people will be suffering the
same horror as the Philippines,
El Salvador, and all the other
countries in the world in which
political freedom has been ex-

or public ever dis-
graced themselves and their coun-
try with paranoic howls of self-
denigration over their 800 years
of crime in Ireland?

Have they ever even expressed
regret for the heinous crimes they

Freedom in Ireland is in its
death agony and only enlightened
courageous people can save it.

Patrick Saunderson,

Dun Laoghaire,

County Dublin,

Féin le i
a oibrecidh in Eirinn a chur
le chéile. Agus is cinnte go bhfuil
na hoibrithe chéanna againn leis
na polasaithe a chur i bhfeidhm.
Eoghan MacCormac,
Na Blocanna-H.

Bobby Sands
Memorial EsSay

A Chara,

The Bobby Sands Commemor-
ation School Prize Essay Com-
mittee has launched the 1983/
84 competition. It will be for
two age groups with correspond-
ing prize money :-

Age 10-13 years: 1st Prize:
£100; 2nd Prize: £50; 3rd Prize:
£25;

Age 13-16 years: 1st Prize:
£300; 2nd Prize: £150; 3rd
Prize: £50. (A number of con-

on prizes will also be award-

length of the essay
should be one thousand words
or more for the 10-13 age group
and two thousand words or
more for the 13-16 age group.
The topic will be any theme
or personality from the political,
cultural or other area from
1169 to 1984 on the theme of
‘The Spirit of Irish Freedom’.
The latest date for entries is
April  29th. Entry forms are
available from the address-below.

Jim Monaghan,
57 Arnold Grove,
lenageary,

g .
County Dublin.




WOMEN WORKERS laid off f;
in Castlebar, County Mayo, i
angry appeal against local
fused them unemploymen

BY JACK MADDEN

rom their jobs in a clothing fi

n November last, have |odggod“;1mn
social welfare officials who have re-
t benefit on the grounds that their

lay-offs were the result of a trade dispute.

Against this, the women in-
sist that while there was a trade
dispute in their factory, Heritage
Knitwear Ltd, this had been used
by ployer, Dermot McShane,
as a pretext to enforce lay-offs
and get rid of what he called
‘troublesome’ workers.

Heritage Knitwear Ltd was open-
ed in August 1982 by McShane,
who had formerly been employed
by Gaeltarra Eireann. Although the
employees of the new firm were
recruited to the ITGWU, who
hammered out a pay and conditions
agreement with the company, the
union remained unstructured with-
in the factory until February
1983 when two women, Deirdre
McKenna and Ann Lavelle, were
elected as shop stewards by the
workers.

Within weeks, the union success-
fully met its first challenge when
they resisted an attempt to sack
one worker who declined to do
overtime work after retumning from
maternity leave. A 20-minute stop-

ainn Fein meets US politicians

IN THE course of a week
which saw fact-finding trips to
the North by several American
politici US Cong
Robert Torricelli met Sinn
Fein elected representatives
Gerry Adams MP and Danny
Morrison in West Belfast on
Tuesday. Also present on be-
half of Sinn Fein were Joe
Austin and Tom Hartley.

Topics discussed with Torricelli,
who was accompanied by his aide
James Fox, included Sinn Fein’s
attitude to the British occupation
of the North, loyalism and the Dub-
lin Forum. During the hour-long
meeting, Torricelli, who is a mem-
ber of the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee and a member of the sub-
committee dealing with European
and Middle East affairs, and who in
the USA has expressed support for
Sinn Fein spokespersons being
granted visas to enter that country,
told Sinn Fein:

““Congress has as much right to
hear Sinn Fein as the State Depart-
ment has to deny republicans visas
to America.”

The New Jersey congressman, who
had earlier come under strong pressure
from the Northern Ireland Office to
cancel his meeting with Sinn Fein,
later accompanied by his aide, toured
the Divis Flats complex with Gerry
Adams, where the visitors were visibly
impressed by the agreement among
residents they questioned that nothing
less than British withdrawal would pro-
vide a solution to their host of social
and economic problems.

DISCUSSIONS
Torricelli, who during his twoday
visit also met SDLP leader John Hume,
Harold McCusker of the Official Union-
ists and Alliance’s Oliver Napier, had
earlier criticised ‘the intransigence’ of

A DA NPT B S R R oo AR 2

Page by her colleagues and advice
from McShane’s own representative
organisation, the Federated Union
of Employers, persuaded manage-
ment to concede and the woman
kept her job.

Although the agreement be-
tween the company and the ITGWU
was scheduled to last two years,
until July 1984, this was changed
in June last when a 10% pay in-
Crease was negotiated under the
terms of the 23rd wage-round.

M also included a
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® Heritage Knitwear boss Dermot McShane used a legitimate strike by
Deirdre McKenna (inset) and her workmates as an excuse to lay off staff

to the final increase.

NEW SCALE
This scheme caused no prob-
lems at first as each of the initial

reach 85% production on target.
For weeks afterwards she was told
that this ‘target’ would have to be
reached before her performance
could be deemed ‘satisfactory’.

seven women was pi d onto
the new scale, but at this stage

clause reserving the right to with-
hold the pay increase normally
due to an employee after nine
months in the firm if they felt
her work was ‘not satisfactory’.
Before this, women were automat-
ically entitled to four quarterly
Pay increases in their first year
until, after 12 months, they qual-
ified for full basic pay. Under the
new clause this was reduced to
three phases over nine months,
with management arbitrarily decid-
ing whether a woman was entitled

recruited a Philip
Mulally from AnCO to revise the
target performance figures of each
worker. Following his report, the
time allowed to perform a specific
task was drastically cut. Where
40 items might have been produced
by a worker before this, she would
now have to produce 60 to reach
her target.

Therefore when the eighth work-
er, Grace Reilly, had completed
nine months’ employment, she was
refused a wage increase on the
grounds that she had failed to

A ding to shop steward Deir-
dre McKenna:

“The women just couldn’t reach
the new high-figure targets. When
Grace still hadn't got her increase
after six weeks, a meeting was
arranged between the ITGWU and
McShane at which we told him
we couldn’t accept any arbitrary
performance figures in a situation
where everybody was already work-
ing their best.

“When my own tumn for the
increase came in November, | was
also told | wasn't getting it. | was
getting 90% performance but he
told me | was agitating bad feel-

IIIIIIIIT

E B
® (Above) Gerry Adams and Danny
Morrison with Nassau County Comp-
troller Peter King; and (right) US Con-
gressman Robert Torricelli talks to
reporters as James Fox looks on

Paisley, who declined a meeting because
of the visitors' discussions with Sinn
Fein.

Earlier the same day, Adams and f

Morrison-had met an elected represent-
ative of Nassau County, New York
State, Comptroller Peter King, who
was in Ireland to investigate the Brit-
ish government’s paid perjurer system.
And on Monday, January 9th, Sinn
Fein’s Joe Austin met Gene Turner, an

ing on the shop-floor.”

The women warned McShane
that if the pay increases were not
paid he would have a strike to
face. This he shrugged off, but
he later called the women to his~
office individually, at times cajol-
ing them and at other times verb-
ally abusing them. This last treat-
ment was particularly reserved for -
the shop stewards, one of whom
he called an ‘anti-Christ’.

PICKET-LINE

In response, a strike began with
15 of the 17 employees joining
the picket-line. Of the two who
did not join, one was a supervisor
and the other a young girl on a
work experience programme. With-
in days a meeting was arranged
with the FUE who threatened
the women that if they didnt”
return to work the factory would
close. .

Further pressure was put on the
women because McShane was rid-
iculously accusing the IRA of
having a part in creating worker
unrest in the factory through
Deirdre McKenna, who is a mem-
ber of Sinn Fein! However, when
she offered to resign her position
as shop steward the women re-
elected her as their representative.

With these difficulties facing
them, the women agreed to retum
to work and to pursue their griev-
ances through the Labour Court.
When they wént to the factory
the following Monday, however,
McShane told them they were
being laid off and had only them-
selves to blame — they had been
on strike less than a week.

SENIORITY

He did agree that when taking
the women back he would do so
in order of seniority, but as the
factory re-opened and production
rose in the following weeks, the
women discovered that recruitment
was selective and that those whom
McShane objected to were not
being taken back. When this was
raised he answered that this was _
their own fault and that he would
be sending a letter to the Depart-
ment of Social Welfare urging non-
payment of benefit.

On the day they were laid off,
November 25th, all of the women
signed on for social welfare assist-
ance, but three weeks ago they
were told that because they had
‘forced the closure’ of Heritage
Knitwear Ltd through a trade
dispute, they were not entitled
to benefit.

According to ITGWU branch
secretary Michael Kilcoyne:

“There is no doubt that the
company used the strike as an
excuse to get rid of staff. But we
will be going to a Labour Court
conciliation conference on Jan-
vary 26th and will be insisting that
all these women are taken back.” -

.ummmmmnnmi

2



Leathanach 12 — AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS, Thursday, January 12th, 1984

Regional
meetings

AT the inaugural meetings of various
Sinn  Fein regional committees, the
following officer boards were elected.

CONNAUGHT

Chair: Frank Guckian; vice<chair:
Dermot Mullooly; secretary: Brid Mc-
Intyre; PRO: Mrs Mulvihill; treasurer:
Gerry Farrell; education: Joe McHale;
culture: Helga Keogh; trade unions:
Tim Newell; agriculture: Cathal Quinn.

DUBLIN
Cathaoirleach/Timire: Sean Crowe;
leascathaoirleach: Dickie O'Neill; runai:
Ursula Quinn; OCP: Aine Nic Mhur-
chadha; cultir: Donnacha Mac Suibhne:
ofigeach ban/oideachas: Eileen Harris;
airgeadas: Mick Quinlan agus Peter
Farrelly; cisteoir: Tony O'Flaherty; ofig-
each eolais pobail: Ger Condron; leas-
Pobail: Ann O’Sullivan.

Sinn Fein

AGMs

AT the AGMs of the following Sinn
Fein cumainn, new officer boards were
elected.
BALLYSHANNON

H-Block Martyrs cumann:-' Chair:
Conal Gallagher; vice-chair : Gerry Sheer-
an; secretary: Brendan McGowan; vice-
¢ secretary: Mary Slevin; education: Tom
Bannon; treasurers: Anthony O’Malley-
Daly and Margaret McGinley; PRO:
Vera Bannon; comfairle ceantair dele-
gates; Brendan Magill, Conal Gallagher
and Margaret McGinley.

BLESSINGTON

Frank Driver cumann:- Chair: Christ-
opher Nolan; rdnafl: Kitty Hawkins;
treasurer: Gordon Darker.

CARRICK-ON-SUIR
Maurice McGrath cumann:- Honorary
president: Terry O'Donovan; chair: Liam

Walsh; secretary: Eddie O’Doherty;
treasurer: Michael O’Doherty; PRO:
James Smith.

DUNDALK

Duffy/Downey cumann:- Chair: Liam
Cassidy; vice<hair: Frank Duffy; sec-
retary: Jean Lalor-Fitzpatrick; vice-
secretary: Mary Duffy; treasurer: Frank
Duffy; PRO: Martin Sharkey; educat-
ion: Kieran McBride; finance: Michael
Hearty; youth: John Buckley.

Goss/Gaughran  cumann:-  Chair:
Rory Duggan; vice<hair: Liam Bird;
secretary : Angela Cunnane; vice-
secretary: Briege Duffy; finance: Jimmy
Browne and Joe Dullaghan; PRO: Liam
Bird; comhairle ceantair delegates: Fra
Browne, Rory Duggan and Liam Bird.

Worthington/Watters Brothers cum-
ann:- Chair: Sean Kenna; vice-chair
Tommy McDermott; secretary: Seén
& Cléirigh; PRO: Olivia Kenna; treas-
urer: Hugh McMahon; vice-treasurer:
Geraldine Kenna; education® Maureen
McArdle; women's officer: Arn Shields;
combhairle ceantair delegates: Geraldine
“enna and Kenneth Costello.

ENNISCORTHY

Sabhat / 6 hAnnluain / MacAodagdin
cumann:- Chair: Michael Nolan; vice-
chair: Kevin Sheehan; secretary: John
Byrne; treasurers: Ed O'Connor and
Sean Doyle; PRO: Sean Doyle; com-
hairle ceantair delegates: Ed O‘Connor
and Sean Doyle.

ENNISTYMON
Conway/Campbell/McGirr cumann:-
Chair: Denis O’Connell; secretary : Marie
Quigley; treasurers: Donal Quigley and
John Hynes; PRO: Richard Curran.

INCHICORE
Robert Emmet cumann:- Chair
Sean Halpenny; secretary: Tricia Quinn;
treasurer/trade unions: Sean Flannery;
organiser/women’s officer: Ursula Quinn;
PROs: Joan Quilligan/Andy Connolly;
education/culture: Joan Quilligan.

INNISKEEN
Meegan/Harvey cumann:- Chair: Pat-
rick Daly; vicechair: Martin Kirke;
secretary: Eoin MacDhaibhit; vicesec-
retary: Mary O'Callaghan; treasurers
Patrick Rogers and Colm Reilly; PRO
Charles McShane.

LETTERKENNY
George McBrearty/Charlie Maguire
cumann:- Chair: Eddy Heuston; vice
chair: Liam Molloy; secretary  Veron
ica Molloy; finance: Rosie Diamond;
PRO. Dennis O’Donnell; education
Sean Gallagher; treasurer: Carmel Kelly;
comhairle ceantair delegates: Danny Mc
Brearty, Sean Gallagher and Eddy
Heuston,
LOCH GARMAN
Cumann Padraig O Pearafll.- Cath

aoirleach. Peter Redmond; riinai/OCP

* QA § ACTUEAGYNT CISTEO AT BHI PHIRpS.~.!

was returned to power

Garibbean

BV_BOB RUSSELL

BOTH the opposition Peoples National Party (PNP)
and the powerful Jamaican Council of Churches have
called for'fmsh elections in Jamaica, where a political
backlash is growing against Prime Minister Edward
Seaga whose right-wing Jamaican Labour Party (JLP)

election on December 15th.

In calling the December
election, Seaga was capitalis-
ing on his intervention in
support of the US invasion of
Grenada and on the disorgan-
isation of the PNP, but in
doing so he broke a pledge to |
await the updated electoral
register. An estimated 150,000
1821 year olds were there-
fore disenfranchised. Under
pressure to call new elections
on the basis of the updated
register, the virulently anti-
socialist Seaga replied:

“Whenever elections are
called they will come upon us
like Nicodemus in the night.”

Although the December
election was boycotted by all
the opposition political par-
ties, independent candidates
stood unsuccessfully in six of
the 60 constituencies. Even
this token opposition was res-
isted by the right-wing JLP,
and in an editorial before the
election, Jamaica's Daily
Gleaner commented:

“We were disappointed
that in one or two cases
independent candidates were
prevented from handing in
their papers by over-enthus-
iastic JLP supporters.”

WESTMINSTER

The Westminster-style de-
mocracy which determines
Jamaica’s electoral process dis-
criminates against true repres-
entation as in the 1980 gen-
eral election when, despite
winning 40% of the vote, the
PNP got only 15% of the
seats.

PNP

bear

Initially described as an attempt
to “flush out SWAPO guerrillas”
(who are fighting to free neighbour-
ing Namibia from South African
occupation), the South African in-
vasion soon became a “month-
long sweep through Angola” in the
largest operation of its kind since
1975, when South African forces
vainly attempted to topple the
MPLA government by backing the
dissident UNITA and FNLA armies.

While this attack was eventually
repulsed in March 1976, South
Africa launched a further offen-
sive in August 1981. Using 11,000
troops, they occupied the Angolan
province of Cunene and have re-
mained there since, “to protect
South Africa’s borders” and to
maintain a launching pad for
future attacks deep into Angolan
territory.

In claims reminiscent of those
emanating from Israel following the
invasion of Lebanon, the South
. Africdn - regime’- stated’ that '

recent days their forces have en-

© EDWARD SEAGA

‘moderate’ social democratic
position to try and win much-
needed
from sections of the business
community, PNP supporters
sing at rallies:

“We don’t want no moder-
ation,

“Stand firm!”

It is these supporters who
the brunt of attacks
from JLP assassins. In fact,
the author of the ‘no-moder-
ation’ song, Prince Far-l was
killed recently in a political
murder, while another poet,
Michael Smith, was stoned to
death by JLP supporters the
day after he questioned the
JLP education minister at a
public meeting.

The PNP has suffered un-
told damage as its leadership
has shifted to the right, alien-

1 in a sham g

ston’s poor.

Workers
(WPJ).

Violence is endemic in

Jamaican politics, and while
leader Michael Manley alternative.
steers his party towards a One of

financial support

eign

ing

BY SEAN HALPENNY

DURING recent weeks more than 10,000 South African troops,
with ground and air support, have i i
of Angola, penetrating to within 100 miles of the capital,
Luanda. And in a simultaneous act of aggression, the South
African-backed UNITA launched a series of terrorist attacks
against the people and government of Angola in an attempt
to destabilise the socialist administration of the MPLA.

ded the Peoples F

gaged Cuban, Angolan and SWAPO
opposition near the town of Cuvelai,
killing hundreds and capturing mil-
itary equipment including dozens
of armoured vehicles, suffering the
loss of a mere 21 troops.

Replying to these fanciful ac-
counts, the Angolan Ministry of
Defence issued a communique
accusing the South Africans of
dropping bombs containing ‘toxic
products’ in and around Cuvelai.
This claim is supported by prev-
ious South African actions, such
as in May 1978 when chemical

GAIN

The party most likely to
gain from this disenchant-
ment with the PNP is the
Party of Jamaica
Probably suspecting
this, the authorities have al-
ready raided the WPJ head-
quarters and arrested some of
its members.
Marxist-phobia
been created in Jamaica, to
the delight of the Reagan
administration,
stumbling block to any dev-
elopment of a radical political

reasons for holding the Dec-
ember ‘election’ was to win a
comfortable
giving the impression to for-
investors of stability
within Jamaica. The boycott
of the election by the PNP,
which Seaga did not expect,
has, however, had the oppos-
ite effect, and the unstable
nature of Jamaican politics
has become clear.

The pre-election devaluat-
ion of Jamaica’s currency will
drive up prices for imported
goods in the coming year and,
added to the sluggish demand
for Jamaica’s chief export,
bauxite, on the world mark-
et, will cause further hardship
for the poor.
economic decline and mount-
political
Seaga’s re-election may yet
prove a Pyrrhic victory.

NEW ELECTIONS DEMAND IN JAMAICA

power-play

support. Even the recent pro-
posal to set up monthly ‘Peo-
ple’s Forums’ as an alternat-
ive to the boycotted parlia-
ment will hardly reverse this
trend since the forums will be
| in the luxury Pegasus Hotel,
situated in the heart of rich
New Kingston and out of the
reach of the majority of King-

The intensive
which  has

is a major

Seaga’s alleged

majority, thus

Faced with

opposition,
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in Pretoria. A recent

Institute
qoval

@ South African troops occupy, the Angolan province of Cunene A

this motion, although it was con-

warfare was used to 600
Namibian refugees at Kassinga in
Angola. Both the United Nations
and the World Health Organisation
later accused the racist Pretoria
regime of using a paralysing gas
in order “to incapacitate a num-
ber of the victims prior to their
being killed”.

The South Africans have set
up a special ‘chemical and biolog-

ical unit’ in their army which is

carrently developing new chemical
weapons at the Military Medical

in this y is
a binary nerve-gas shell which con-
tains Sarcin, a highly toxic nerve-
gas developed in Nazi Germany in
1938. k)

Recognising the further threat
to security which South Africa
now poses in the region, the United
Nations Security Council passed a
resolution on Friday, January 6th,
demanding the immediate and un-
conditional drawal of South
Aftica “Angola: -Brif;
ain and the USA abstained on

y weaker than the original
proposal to impose sanctions.

After dismissing the UN move,
the South Africans now claim that
they are ‘phasing out’ their Angolan
presence, but they have also threat-
ened to escalate the war in Angola
‘regardless of the consequences’.
Since South Africa has already
developed fri i hemical and
nuclear capabilities its threat of
‘total war’ concerns not only the




TWO MORE ‘bad apples’ have
emerged from the ranks of the
British army’s ultra-sectarian Us.
ter Defence Regiment. ;

In Belfast Crown Court on W,
this week, William Orr and Stepl
oth of the UDR, and Colin Doak
he Royal Air Force, admitted tr'\
oung nationalist, John McConvil
n Easter Sunday morning last
The three had been drinking an, i
beat up a Catholic’ before goingg ho?n:egdt::jw
John McConville’s jaw was broken wim.a
crash-helmet and he died from his injuries.
However, with typical sectarian Ienienéy the
crown prosecutor stated in court that there'had
been ‘no intention to kill’, and accepted the
killers’ plea of not guilty to murder but guilty

ednesday of
hen Watson,

e killing of a
le, in Lurgan

What both the crown prosecutor and the
judge know full well, of course, is that the in-
tention necessary for murder is one of ir i

® The UDR — a thoroughly rotten bunch

to kill or to cause grievous bodily harm,
But when loyalists, are in court, particularly
uniformed ones, the legal memory often be-

comes defective.
* A K

Three more members of the UDR are being
questioned in Castlereagh about UVF activity
around Ballymena in County Antrim.

The latest ‘bad apples’ ‘are among six men
arrested on Tuesday of this week, and follow-
ing the arrests a large arms cache was discover-
ed in the area, The cache consisted of home-
made hi two shotguns, nine
hand guns, 4,000 rounds of ammunition and
ten rifles including First World War German
Steyrs and Italian Martinis which were among
the thousands of weapons imported to arm the

original UVF.
* X Xk

Staff-Sergeant Kenneth Clydesdale of the
British army’s Royal Engineers has been char-
ged at Aldershot Court last week with threaten-
ing to kill his wife. 3

In apparent preparation for this ‘threat’, he
tole from army stores ammunition, blank cart-
idges, two trip-wire flares and three explosive

smoke generators.
* K &

Official Unionist Party deputy-leader Harold
McCusker has discovered subversives in the
Brownlow library in Craigavon, the tape section
of which has been offering for loan a cassette
entitled The Guns and Songs of the IRA.

In response to McCusker’s demands, the
Southern Education and Library Board has or-
dered the removal of all such tapes from public
view. But it will continue to purchase such
tapes in future “so that in years to come his-
torians will have material available to study”.

* K X
3 The well-known gospel songs of the DUP’s

Rev William McCrea, MP for Mid-Ulster, seems
“to have had an interesting effect on one
member of the RUC.

The RUC man who was assigned to guard
McCrea’s home shot himself in the finger on
Monday night of this week and had to be re-
moved from the unpopular duty.

He is now recovering — out of earshot.

* %Xk
One-time SDLP big-noise Ivan Cooper was
back in court this week in Donegal to face
seven charges, including cruelty to animals,
assault, breach of the peace and malicious dam-
age

.ne f the charges involves causing un-
23 nec(e?ssar\;) suffering to three Al§atian dogs, and
* another is of terrorising a terrier belonging to
if rda sergeant. ;
rhecv:():;f :I?I? appe:-: in court again at Dun-
gloe on February 14th when these _charg:sd,
along with others of dangerous drlv:ing al
being drunk and disorderly,, will be heard.
Please book your seats in advance.

* KK

The British lefties of the Work!

Revolut-

ionary Party — through the medium of their
mealy mouthpiece News Line — have declared
themselves (again) outraged by the IRA’s Lon-
don bombings.

When things were quiet in Britain, the WRP
grandly declared that it “unreservedly supports
{he right of the IRA to struggle against British
imperialism by whatever means they see fit”.
But when the ‘means’ get too close for com-
fort they tend to forget their ‘principles’ and
hurl all kinds of abuse, the equal of any Fleet
Street hysteria.

Perhaps you could sympathise with them
if it was only drastic measures like bombs
which they object to, but the revolutionaries
are ready to scream abuse at any foreign-
linked activity which encroaches on British
comforts — even the price of a cuppa!

In News Line on January 4th, they slam the
Indian government for restricting tea exports
so as to reduce the price of tea at home, whilst
causing a rise in price in Britain.

Most of us would hardly begrudge the In-
dian people cheaper tea, even if it is a tempor-
ary election gimmick by Mrs Gandhi — and
perhaps we should concern ourselves more with
the itation of tea p ion workers to
produce our favourite beverage.

But not News Line. Claimjng that tea prices
will ‘rocket’ by 4p a packet in Britain, they
warn that it will ‘hit the pocket’ of ‘millions of
working-class families’.

* kX

| find the various divisions among British
lefties yield hours of honest entertainment,
accompanied by a large amount of confusion.

| am not alone in the confusion, Take News
Line again, for example. 3

“In their editorial on Saturday, Decembe(

17th, they described the comrades of th
Socialist League — formerly the International
Marxist Group — as “heroes of the class
struggle.”

On Monday, December 19th, News Line
carried a correction stating that this description
was an ‘inadvertent error’. They had meant to
describe them as “refugees from the class
struggle as it more aptly sums up these anti
working class petty bourgeois pessimists”.

What on earth happened on Sunday?

* Kk Xk

The sting in the tail for Danny Morrison in
securing an acquittal on a careless driving
charge, in Belfast Magistrates Court last week,
was the magistrate’s admission that he had
never heard of him!

Morrison, ably defending himself with the
aid of photographs of the scene, showed how
overtaking another car on the brow of the hill
whilst approaching an RUC checkpoint could
not be careless driving.

(Having been driven by the accused, | prefer
to reserve judgement.)

The magistrate, John Edwards, asked Morr-
ison why he had said to the RUC: “/ knew
you'd get me for something,” and was informed
that it was because he was “a republican and
a Sinn Fein elected representative”

The magistrate replied:

“That’s the first I've heard of it. Congrat-
ulations to you.”

Democratic Unionist Party leader lan Paisley
has since written to the British Lord Chancellor

di el iate removal from
the bench for expressing good wishes to a man
“who says he has.an Armalite in one hand and a
ballot box in the other”. e s

And cap still overtake on the brow of _a‘hill!

I'M COLLECTING
FOR THE UDR
BENEVOLENT

YES,YES —A VERY
GOOD CAUSE., 'M SURE —
HERE - TAKE THIS—

MIND YOU,
SEE WHY THEY CAN'T
APPLY FOR LEGAL.

AID LIKE EVERYONE
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IRISH BRIGADE ON TOUR
Friday 13th January
The Ban Boo
MANORHAMILTON
County Leitrim

RSRRSE  hat o

WELCOME HOME KEVIN DUNPHY
DINNER DANCE
(on his recent release from England)
Friday 13th January
Bessborough Arms
CARRICK-ON-SUIR
County Tipperary

VOL JOHN FRANCIS GREEN
9th ANNIVERSARY MASS
8pm Saturday 14th January

St Mary's Church
CASTLEBLAYNEY
County Monaghan

IRISH NIGHT
Featuring The Irish Brigade
9pm Saturday 14th January
The Welcome Inn
SWANLINBAR
County Cavan
Taille £2

DONEGAL SINN FEIN
COMHAIRLE CEANTAIR MEETING
2.30pm Sunday 15th January
Jackson's Hotel
BALLYBOFEY

DUBLIN SINN FEIN
EDUCATION OFFICERS MEETING
8pm Tuesday 17th January
6 Blessington Street
UBLIN

All Dublin education officers
must attend

SINN FEIN EEC
ELECTORAL CONVENTIONS
(All members of the Republican

Movement must attend their
area conventions)

SIX COUNTIES

2pm Sunday 15th January
BELFAST

DUBLIN
1pm Saturday 21st January
West County Hotel
Chapelizod
DUBLIN

LEINSTER
(excluding Dublin)
1pm Sunday 22nd January
West County Hotel
Chapelizod
DUBLIN

CONNAUGHT/ULSTER
2pm Sunday 22nd January
Village Inn
STROKESTOWN
County Rescommon

MUNSTER
2.30pm Sunday 22nd January
Dobbins Hotel
TIPPERARY

VOL KEVIN COEN
COMMEMORATION
After 8pm Mass
Friday 20th January
Torchlight procession from church.
to the Coen Memorial

SOOEY'
County Sligo
Speaker : John Joe McGirl
Organised by Sligo
National Graves Association

BLOODY SUNDAY
COMMEMORATION *
10am Saturday 21st January
Greenhead Road
WISHAW
West of Scotland
Supported by Sinn Fein

SINN FEIN NEW MEMBERS
EDUCATION COURSE
‘Roles for Sinn Fein activists”
Saturday 21st January
DERRY
Phone Derry 268926 for details
Everyone welcome

BLOODY SUNDAY
COMMEMORATION
(12th anniversary)
1pm Sunday 29th January
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BY SIOBHAN O'MALLEY

JOHN WAYNE was dying from cancer himself when he
made The Shootist in 1976, shown on BBC1 on Thursday,
the story of an ageing, but still famous, gunman, JB Books,
who finds out he has cancer and arranges an appropriate

death for himself.

The small town he chooses
to die in has never had anybody
as well-known in it, and the fear
and excitement the townspeople
feel is reflected in the differing
attitudes of the other main
characters to Books.

Lauren Bacall is the landlady
who fears having Books in the
house but whose sympathy for
him overcomes her apprehen-
sion. Ron Howard is Gillom, her
young son, who hero worships
Books and helps him to arrange
his death. Books wants to go
out, literally, with a bang, and
take the town's three ‘baddies’
with him.

Euthanasia in the American
way — let's hope Ronald Reagan

the Mongol chief, and the story
was centred on his love for Bor-
tai (Susan Hayward), a Tartar's
daughter. Mongols and Tartars
didn't get on, so things are
difficult in the Gobi Desert for
a while, until love triumphs and
the unlikely pair ride off into
the sunset.

But John Wayne playing
ancient historical roles just
doesn’t work — remember him
as the centurion in The Great-
est Story Ever Told? — and his
drawling Genghis Khan is no ex-
ception.

The location for the film was
the Utah Desert, near an A-bomb
testsite. A considerable number
of the cast and workers on this

doesn‘t get any similar ambiti

ee
The Congueror, on Channel
4 on Saturday, also starred John
Wayne, but there could be no
drawing of comparisons between
actor and character here.
Wayne played Genghis Khan,

film y
cancer, including Wayne himself,
and it was claimed that this was
due to fall-out from the atomic
tests.

»un

The Far Pavilions, The Jewel
in the Crown, Masada, The

Never again
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THE PEOPLE of Ireland are a hardy race but even the most

optimistic amongst us cannot have fai

d to notice how

bad our luck has got recently. Even | — a man who has
sat through humiliation, torture and intimidation, and
come through holding my head high — even I was brut-
ally demoralised by this the latest blow. But | still call
on you, hoarsely, to rally round for the good of the cause.
For we are, after all, a great nation. Our spirit cannot be

broken so easily.

What kind of people do they
think we are? We have surviv-
ed Roy Mason, the bread strike,

paper strike,

ilm in the space of a year?
There was a time when
ond films visited your cinema
t regular intervals, rather like
passing comet. The average
citizen was given good warning
as to when to brick up his
windows and lock the gold-
ish up in the coal-shed. When
the appalling piece of cellu-
loid had moved on, mankind
could clamber out blinking into
the light to discuss their enforc-
ed confinement with passing
strangers in a unique spirit of
comradeship. However, this cyc-
le has been disrupted and a new
Bond has been sprung upon
us. It arrives as welcome as an

earwig in your meringue.

The point about this ‘new’
Bond is that it is the old Bond.
Sean Connery, who spent the
‘60s saving the earth, in be-
tween leaping in and out of bed,
has emerged from the old folks’
home to play his old role
once again. Carrying his stom-
ach around him like an expect-
ant Princess Diana he still
manages to reduce to quiver-
ing pulp several bruisers who
look as big as a Coca Cola ware-
house, and this with a wig
precariously balanced on his
bald dome.

OVERBLOWN

“Ah, James, | lurve your
body,” purrs one overblown
window dummy with eyelashes
long enough to catch flies, but
when Bond’s body rolls over on
top of her she vanishes under
aton of tummy.

Dfshore rock

BY SEAN

RIEN

AN ALBUM of modern rock music in Irish — the first of
its kind — released on the Gael Linn label, might appear,
at first sight, to be a rather trite attempt at novelty by

language campaigners.

But that is certainly not a
true verdict on the album in
question — Trath by Barry
Ronan.

Not only does he produce
a natural sound in his lyrics
and music equal to any con-
temporary  mainstream  rock
composer, but he breaks new
ground in Ireland in musical
technology.

All the music on the album
— apart from added drums and
percussion from the experienced

Don Harris — are performed on
the Fairlight Computer Musical
Instrument, a technological mir-
acle of limitless sound and
creation. It has been used by
groups such as Depeche Mode
and Human League, but sur-
prisingly, given the considerable
saving in costs, this is its debut
in Irish recording studios.

MAINSTREAM
Ronan, who is from Cill
Ronan on Inis Mor in the Aran

.

Thom Birds — every channel
has a so-called ‘blockbuster’
serial at the moment,

The first two are the ‘decline
of the Empire’ type, and set in
India.

The Far Pavilions, on Chan-
nel 4, is the story of the child of
an Indian mother and an English
father who is rescued by a
Hindu woman when he is
lost as a baby. He grows up and
joins the British army. Now
there’s gratitude for you.

The rest is about beautiful
young Indian princesses and the
Indian uprising.

The Jewel in the Crown star-
ted on Monday on ITV and is
more of the same.

The Thorn Birds, on BBC1
on Sunday, is described as an
‘epic’ and is adapted from Col-
leen McCullough’s best=elling
novel. Set in Australia, it is the
story of a Catholic priest whose
ambitions to be a cardinal
clash with his love for a young
girl — controversial stuff.

These bestseller block-bust-
ing epics, though full of beauti-
ful scenery, lavish costumes,
big-name actors and beautiful
women, have almost interchange-
able plots, just like any run of
the mill soap operas. The theme
is always the struggle between
money and power and romantic
love, and whether set in India,
Australia, or Dallas, becomes
banal.

The Outcasts, on RTE on
Friday, was a relief because it

Sean Corinery has made
much of the fact that he wanted
to inject some long lost quality
into the Bond films. Citing
his approval of the first two
Bonds, he mourned the loss of
characterisation and special ef-
fects over-kill that is now the
sole ingredient of the Bond
formula today .

So here he was, now going
to make Bond a real person
again, not a fantasy figure.
Someone we could identify
with and share our hopes and
fears, a man to whom we could
look up to and respect. You
know, like Ghandi.

Alas, it must be recorded
that no such magical trans-
formation has taken place and
Never Say Never Again is just
as truly awful as anything
that Roger Moore, or Ronald
Reagan, has ever appeared in.

To talk of the plot, for those
of you who write these things
down so that they can be stor-
ed for after the Bomb, James
Bond is a secret agent with the
British Secret Service. He has
been taken off operations by his
new boss ‘M‘ who thinks that,
frankly, 007 is a crocked secret
agent.

Sound man, this ‘M’, you
may say — a pity he's not
directing this film.

PLUCKED

Either way, Bond is soon

Islands, and, therefore a native
Irish-speaker, produces music
which finds its home in the
category of mainstream, or soft,
rock. Indeed, the opening track
on the album, Ceard, immediat-
ely redeems itself, and from
there on each track is an added
pleasure.

His lyrics too, even to the
ear of a mediocre Gaeilgeoir, are
definitely a cut above the norm.
Sung in adistinctive and interest-
ing voice, they cover the usual
topics of sadness, joy, loneliness
and desolation, without sinking
into mushy banality..

As well as the tracks like
Elaine, Siar Sios an Bothar and
Buachaill Feadheartha (the latter
now released on a single), which
would more than hold their own
in any disco, there are slower

h display adepth of

@ Fr Ralph de Bricassart (Richard Chamber!
Cleary (Rachel Ward) in The Thorn Birds

was so different.

Though a bit too magical-
mystical, the atmosphere of a
pre-famine village in Ireland was
captured well, perfectly portray-
ing the prejudice and super-
stition that ruled people’s lives
then and even remains in this
century.

Mary Ryan played Maire,
whose physical disability and
‘oddness’ set her apart from the
other village girls. She becomes

the scapegoat for all the ills in
the village because of her friend-
ship with the travelling music-
ian, Scarf Michael, whom she
refuses to denounce as evil.

He rescues Maire from death
at the villagers’ hands, but they
both realise that death is Maire’s
only real escape from the people
who persecute her — Ballrooms
of Romance, 1850s style.

ey
The James Connolly Flute

) is torn between his ambition and his love for Meggie

Band, from Glasgow, is the sub-
ject of a film on Channel 4
on Monday, January 16th, in
the Eleventh Hour series.

Green Flutes is about the
band, their music and their
place in their community. It
also films them in action at
commemorations and marches
in the six counties, where the :
James Connolly band is as well-
known as in Glasgow, and is a
particular favourite of Norther:
nationalists. ?

-

® Kim Basinger emerges with some dignity from Never Say Never Again, but Bond and the producers
take the paying public for a ride in this latest piece of Bondage

plucked from retirement by the
fact that two Cruise missiles
have been stolen by the dread-
ed SPECTRE. Who can save
the earth from the use of these
weapons? Or, at least, who can
regain them for future use by
their rightful owners?

“Send for Bond!” goes the
cry, and our hero leaps into

musical talent promising excit-
ing future development.

ABILITY

Ar an Tra Fholamh, the last
track on side one, not only
allows the amazing musical com-
puter to show off its ability, but
clearly displays a fascinating
side of Ronan’s music — detect-
able elsewhere on the album —
as the traditional concept of
‘Irish music’, almost a sean nos
style, breaks through into mod-
ern rock.

After saying all of this, it
is perhaps the final irony that,
for me at least, the last track —
the only one which could be
more properly filed under trad-
itional music rather than rock —
is the most gripping. Entitled
Mairin, it is a slow and emotion-
al song of considerable quality
and a satisfying end to a most
enjoyable album.

Go out and buy Barry

life. Several sex scenes, three
car chases, five shoot-outs, three
shark fights and eight brawls
later, the earth is saved. More
remarkably, Bond's wig is still
intact.

Never Say Never Again is
enough to put anyone in a black
mood for a week, but if only
to save something from the

Ronan’s Trath and begin a new
album collection.

wr=ckage, let me tell you that
an actress called Kim Basinge:
i from

us ‘into the cinema with their
charms.
Slan.




Deaths of
Michael
Hughes

and
Jim Vallely

THE death took place in Merlin
park Hospital, Galway, on Decem-
ber 20th 1983 of Michael Hughes,
Kilbannin, Tuam, County Galway. .

Michael, who achieved world-wide
fame when his photograph was printed
in Jill Uris' book A Terrible Beauty
under the heading The Eternal Republi-
can, joined Fianna Eireann in 1920 and
was later interned for six years during
the 1940s. He remained with the Repub-
lican Movement until his death.

At the funeral in Kilbannin Church-
yard, two miles west of Tuam, Ruai
O Bradaigh gave the oration on Thurs-
day, December 22nd.

Also in the same Tuam area, Jim
Vallely (36), of Tuam Sinn Fein, died
on December 27th after a long iliness,
He leaves a widow and five children,

Ar dheis De go raibh a nanamnacha.

Ar mhaith leat? (err voh lyat) — Would
you like?

Ba mh
would like.

Nér mhaith leat? (nawr voh Iyat) —
Would you not like?

Nfor mhaith liom (nee-ur voh lyum) — |
wouldn't like.

dil (ool) — an apple

deoch (dyuch) — a drink

toitin (titeen) — a cigarette

orfiiste (owa-rawshtyeh)

liom (buh voh lyum) — |

THE pronunciation given in brackets 1s
as near as possible 1o the sound

CH 15 sounded as in LOCH ERNE.

D and T before A, O and U are thick,
sooken with the tongue pressed agawnst

the upper front teeth
DH and GH are like 3 G far back
1he throat almost  qarg!

deoch orfiste — an orange drink

milsedn (milshawn) — a sweet

cupén tae (kupawn thay) — a cup of tea
Ar mhaith leat GlI? — Would you like an
apple?

Nfor mhaith liom, go raibh maith agat —
| wouldn't, thank you.

Ach ba mhaith liom orfiste — But |
would like an orange.

N&r mhaith le Sefn dll? — Wouldn't
John like an apple?

Ba mhaith leis deoch ordiste — He would
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I rMerrnorIAarr?

like an orange drink.
Ba mhaith le Brfd toitin? Wouldn't
Brigid like a cigarette?

Nior mhaith 16i — She wouldn't.

Ach ba mhaith 16i milsein — But she
would like a sweet.

Nér mhaith leat deoch? — Would you
not like a drink.

Ba mhaith leo cupén tae — They would
like a cup of tea.

PHRASES

1 — Chomh fada agus is maith leat
(choe fodduh oggus iss moh lyat) —
As long as you like.
2 — Maith mar thérla ( moh mur horluh)
— It happened for the best.

— Nuair is maith leis (noo-ir iss moh
lesh) — When he likes.
4 — Ba mhaith ann é (buh voh own
ay) — It was a good job | was there.

REM EM BERTNGRIHEFPASY)

The Irish Gonfederation

BY PETER O'ROURKE |

THE Irish Confederation, a 19th
though only in exi: for 18

century revolutionary organisation,
hs, had a proft d effect on Irish

republicanism.

In 1846, with the country reeling
under the impact of the Famine, it
became clear that a confrontation wit
the Repeal Association between O‘Conn-
ell's constitutionalists and the more
radical Young Irelanders over the use of
physical force, was inevitable. In July,
O'Connell forced the issue to a head
by proposing to the Association a mot-
ion demanding a declaration that phys-
ical force could never be justified.

Unable to accept this policy, the
Young Irelanders withdrew from the
Association and at a meeting in the
Rotunda, Dublin, on January 13th
1847, they established the Irish Con-
federation.

The Confederation, led by William
Smith O'Brien, promoted the establish-
ment of Confederate Clubs throughout
the country, whose members included
Charles Gavan Duffy, John Blake Dillon,
Thomas Francis Meagher, John Mitchel
and Michael Doheny.

The Confederation proclaimed the
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BUTLER, Eddie. (Leicester). Happy

New vear to our son Eddie. From Mam,

Dad and John, and from his brother and

sister in New York.

DUFFY, Joe; O'NEILL, Eddie. (Eng-

land). Birthday greetings to you, Joe and
Eddje. From An Cuma
Walkinstown, Dublin.

1
LEECH, Paul. Birthday greetings, Paul.
From Mother, Mary, Geraldine, Christer,
Paddy, the Collins and*Brogan families,

and the Bobby Sands Sinn Fein cumann,

Drogheda. Any wild parties over the

Christmas?

MCcGLINCHEY, Paul. (MngUI’I“u’y 31
Paul, for Ja ¥

i Yok e is spent in free-

dom. God bless. From the Bellaghy

Republican POW Welfare Assoclation.

MacMANUS, Martin. (H2). Best wishes

for the New Year, Martin. Love from

O e 22 s e 8 g0

nn Cabhrach,

gan). Birth-

right of Ireland to self-government and
the need for self-reliance. While it did
not advocate the use of physical force,
it did not rule out the possibility that
only by force of arms could its object
be secured.

REVOLUTION
The outbreak of revolution in France,
in February 1848, gave a new impetus
to the Confederate Clubs. O‘Brien,
Mitchel and Meagher went beyond the
call for repeal of the Act of Union to

demand the of an Irish
republic and published a series of art-
icles outlining military tactics for a pro-
posed rising.

In May, Mitchel was arrested, tried
under the Treason Felony Act and sent-
enced to 14 years' transportation. In
July, habeas-corpus was suspended,
Duffy, Dillon and Doheny were arrest-
ed and membership of the Confederate
Clubs was declared an offence.

The suspension of habeas-corpus

Mother, Father and all your relatives in
Lisnaskea.

Gerry. (H-Block). Happy
New Year, Gerry. From all the family
and all your many friends in Castle-
blayney. Roll on 1986!

MURTAGH, Geordie. (H-Block). May
1984 bring what we all want. See you
soon, | hope. Helen. xxx

O'HAGAN, Felim. (Portiaoise). New
‘Year greetings, F “It is not those
who can inflict the most, but those who
can endure the most who will be vic-
torious.” Thinking of you at this time.
Love from Eleanor, Jonathan and David.
O'HAGAN, Felim. (Portlaocise). New
Year greetings, Felim. Thinking of you.
Love from Mary and Lisa.

O'HAGAN, Felim. (Portiaoise). Happy
New Year, Felim. Thinking of you.
Love from Helen.

O'NEILL, Eddie. (England). Best wishes
to a staunch republican. From the cne

provoked the Confederate leaders still
at liberty into calling for an armed in-
surrection. O'Brien’s tour of the South-
East produced little support, and the
Young Irelanders’ rising ended with a
small skirmish at Ballingarry, County
Tipperary.

Although the Irish Confederation
collapsed, its legacy was considerable
and the Young Irelanders’ ideas in-
spired future

BLEAKLEY, Rosomary; McDONAGH,
Martin. (8th Annlversary). In proud and
loving memory of Vols Rosemary
Bleakley, Belfast Brigade, Cumann na
mBan, and Martin McDonagh, Belfa:
Brigade, Oglaigh na h€ireann, who died
as a result of an accidental explosion
while on active service on January
13th 1976. Thug siad a raibh acu ag
trold ar son na saoirse. Never forgotten
by their friends and comrades In Cum-
ann na mBan and Oglaigh na hEireann.
BLEAKLEY, Rosemary. (8th Annivers-
ary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Rosemary Bleakley, Belfast Brig-
ade, Cumann na_mBan, who died on
January 13th 1976. Always remember-
ed by her friends Mary and Martin.
BLEAKLEY, Rosemary. (8th Annivers-
ary). In loving memory of Vol Rose-
mary Bleakley, Cumann na mBan,
who died on January 13th 1976. Go
ndéana Dia tr6caire ar a hanam. Always
remembered by her friend Kevin.
D'ALATUN (Daiton), Colm. (1st Anni-
versary).. In memory of Colm who died
on January 15th 1983. At the request
of a number of his friends, the holy
sacrifice of the Mass will be offered In
the Capuchin Church, Church Street
(Third Order Church), Dublin, on Mon-
day, January 16th at 7.30pm. Go
ndéana Dia trécalre ar a anam.

GREEN, John Francis. (9th Annivers-
ary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol John Francis Green, North Armagh
Gglaigh na hEireann, who was assassin-
ated by British undercover agents on
January 10th 1975. Thug sé a raibh
aige ag troid ar son na saoirse. Never
forgotten by his friends and comrades
in the North Armagh Brigade.

GREEN, John Francis. (vth Annivers-
ary). In proud and loving memory of
our dear son and brother, Vol John
Francis Green, 2nd . Battalion, North
Armagh Brigade, Gglaigh na hEire-
ann, who was assassinated at Mully-
ash, Castleblayney, on January 10th
1975. Mary, Queen of Ireland, pray for
him. Always remembered by his loving
mother, brothers, sisters and family
circle.

GREEN, John Francis. (9th Annivers-
ary). In proud and loving memory of
our dear brother, Vol John Francis
Green, who was murdered on Jan-
uary 10th 1975. He died as he lived, true
to God and to the land whose cause he
loved. Always remembered by his
brothers Leo and Laurence, (H2).
GREEN, John Francis. (9th Annivers-
ary). In proud and loving memory of
Vzl John Francis Green, Oglaigh na
nEireann, who was murdered on January
10th 1975. Always remembered by
North Armagh Sinn Féin and the John
Francis Green/Gervase McKerr Sinn Féin
cumann.

GREEN, John Francis. (9th Annivers-
ary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol John Francis Green, who died on
January 10th 1975. Always remembered
Dy his aunt Theresa and family. Mary,
Queen of the Gael, pray for him.
GREEN, John Francis. (9th Annivers-
In proud d loving memory of

o

Vol John Francis Green who was murd-
ered by the SAS on January 10th
1975, Always remembered by the John
Francls Green Sinn Féin  cumann,
Leixlip, County Dublin.
GREEN, John Francls. (9th Annivers-
ary). In proud and loving memory of

Vgl John Francis Grs glalgh na
ireann, who was murdered on January
10th 1975, | mi chra na nGael

c
go ralbh sé. Always remembered with
pride by the Monaghan Sinn Féin comh-
airle ceantalr.

GREEN, John Francis. (9th Annivers-
ary). A moment’s thought of a man so
true, who lald down his life for me and
you. Always remembered by his friends
in Castleblayney and throughout North
Monaghan, especially Jackie and Bernle
Crowe and family, and Kathleen and
Eamon McGuigan and family.

GREEN, John Francls. (9th Annivers-
ary). In rememberance of a fond friend
and comrade who was brutally murdered
by British crown forces at Mullyash,
o

8 on
January 10th 1975. You died as you
lived, a noble soldier of the republic.
Always remembered by his friends and
comrades in the John Francis Green Sinn
Féin cumann, Castieblayney.

HARVEY, Seamus. (7th Anniversary).
In proud and lovjng memory of Vol
Seamus Harvey, Oglaigh na hEireann,
South Armagh, who died while on act-
Ive service on January 16th 1977. Fuair
s€ bSs ar son na saoirse. Always remem-
bered by his friends and comrades in
Gglaigh na hEireann, South Armagh.
McCORMICK, Eamonn. (12th Annivers-
ary). In proud and loving memory of
Fian Eamonn McCormick, Belfast Brig-
ade, Fianna Eireann, who died while
on ' active service duty on January
16th 1972. Always remembered by his
friends and comrades in the Belfast
Brigade, Fianna Eireann.

MOYNE, James. (9th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of, Vol James
Moyne, Derry Brigade, Gglaigh na

hEireann, who died in Long Kesh on

ann. Always remembered by his friends
and comrades In the Derry Brigad
MOYNE, James. (9th Anniversary). Der
Sinn Féin remembers with pride, Vol
James Moyne, Derry Brigade, Oglaigh
na hEireann, who died In Long Kesh on
January 13th 1975. | measc laochra na
nGael go raibh a anam uasal.

o’ LL, Phil. (1st A y)-
In proud and loving memory of our dear
friend Vol Phil O'Donnell whose anni-
versary occurred last month. Always
remembered by the Bobby Sands Sinn
Féin cumann, Tullamore, County Offaly.
SLOAN, Michael. (12th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Fian
Michael Sloan, Belfast Brigade, Flanna
Eireann, who died on active service
duty on January 11th 1972. | measc
taochra na nGael go raibh a anam. Never
forgotten by his friends and comrades
in the Belfast Brigade, Fianna Eireann.

SYMPATHY

FORTUNE. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to the Finn family, Mount
George, Wexford on the occasion of
their recent bereavement. Go ndéana
Dia trdcaire ar a anam. Deeply regrett-
ed by the Wade family, Wexford.

HEHIR. The Republican Movement in
Limerick, Kerry and Clare extends
sincere sympathy to Hughie Hehir and
family on the accidental death of their
young daughter Tara. Ar dheis D& go
raibh a hanam.

HUGHES. The Republican Movement
in County Galway extends sincere sym-
pathy to the family of Michael Hughes,
Kilbannin, who died recently.

KELLY. Deepest sympathy is extended
to Joe Kelly (Portiaoise) and family
on the death of his aunt. Sincere condol-
ences from the Sinn Féin POW Depart-
ment, Dublin.

KELLY. Dublin " Brigade, Gglaigh na
hEireann, extends deepest sympathy to
Joe Kelly (Portlaoise) and family on the
recent death of his aunt. Go ndéana Dia
trécaire ar a hanam.

MCcALEER, McCLAVE, WATTERSON.
North Monaghan Sinn Féin offers its
sincere sympathy to the familles and
friends of Barney McAleer of Pomeroy,
Micky McClave of Ballinode, and Eddie
Watterson of Ballyoisin. Their recent
deaths have been a sad loss to their
communities and to their many friends
In the Republican Movement in their
areas.

McNALLY. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to the family and friends of the
late Brian McNally who died on Friday,
January 6th. Ar dheis D go raibh a
anam dhflis. Sadly missed by his friends

of i
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Liz, USA.
TRAYNOR, Patrick, (H1-Block). Happy
birthday, a very
special day — somehow. Take care and
God bless. Love from Brid, USA.

LOVE & SOLIDARITY In 1984 to the
women republican prisoners in Armagh
Jail. “A good nationalist should look
upon slugs in the garden in the same way
as she looks on the English in Ireland" —
Markievicz. Only two months to Women's
Day — see you then. From the Armagh
Co-ordinating Committee, London.

NEW YEAR greetings to all republican
POWSs at home and abroad. From the
Bobby Sands Sinn Fein cumann, Tulla-
more, County Offaly.

NEW_YEAR greetings to the ‘Blessing-
ton Five' — better late than never! —
David Douglas, Gerry Meehan and Sean
Mulligan. From the Chiseller (Dickie).
SOLIDARITY GREETINGS for 1984
to all republican POWs everywhere,

got away, ade. From R3 i
Mary and Patrick.

SHEEHAN, Kevin. (Magilligan). Best
wishes on your birthday, Kevin. You are
in my thoughts and prayers. Love from

Seamus Swan, Daithi Kava-
nagh, Peter Rogers, Jim Mythen, Rab
and all the lads In Portlaoise. From
Antéin Mac Uaid agus a chlann | Loch
Garman. UTP.
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and in the Robert Emmet and

Maire Drumm Sinn Féin cumainn,
Inchicore and Clondalkin, Dublin.
MORGAN. The Goss/Gaughran Sinn
Fein cumann, Dundalk, extends deep-
est svmpathy to Arthur Morgan (H8)
on the death of his father. Heartfelt
sympathy is extended to the Morgan
family circle.

MULLEN. The republican POWs In the
H-Blocks and Cages of Long Kesh,
Armagh, Magilligan, and Crumlin Road
extend their deepest sympathy to their
friend and comrade Pat Mullen (H1)
on the death of his father. Go ndéana
Dia tr8caire ar a anam. Heartfelt sym-
pathy is extended to the Mullen family
circle.

MULLEN. Dungannon Sinn F&in ex-
tends deepest sympathy to our friend
and comrade Pat Mullen (H1) on the
death of his father. Ar dheis 18imh D&
go raibh a anam dflis.

VALLELY, GORMLEY. The Republican
Movement in County Galway offers
sincere sympathy to the Vallely and
Gormley families, Tuam, on the recent
death of Jim Vallely.

WHELAN. Dublin Brigade, Oglaigh na
hEireann, extends heartfelt sympathy to
Joe Whelan and family circle on the
death of his father. Go ndéana Dia
trécaire ar a anam.

WHELAN. The Russell/McDonnell Sinn
Féin cumann, East Wall, Dublin, ex-
tends sincere sympathy to Joe Whelan,
his mother and family circle on the
death of his father.

WHELAN, Deepest sympathy to Joe
Whelan (Portlaoise) on the death of his
father. Sincere condolences to all his
family from the Sinn Féin POW Depart-
ment, Dublin.

WHELAN. Deepest sympathy is exten-
ded to Joe Whelan (Portlacise) on the
death of his father. From Christy and
Anne, Sinn Féin Advice Centre, Dublin.

. ordering.

Republican calendar

THE 1984 Republican Resistance
Calendar — containing exclusive
full-colour photographs of IRA
Volunteers in action, wall murals,
nificant dates in Ireland’s
freedom struggle — has proven
to be one of Republican Publicat-
ions’ most popular items.

This excellently produced and
colourful calendar is available
from 2a Monagh Crescent, Turf
Lodge, Belfast (phone 620768),
price Stgf1; or 44 Parnell Square,
Dublin 1 (phone 726932); price
Ir£1.20. Please add postage when
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0 Bradaighs injured in accident

B

RUAIRI O BRADAIGH, former pre-
sident of Sinn Fein, and his wife
Patsy, are recovering in hospital from
serious injuries sustained in a car crash
last Saturday afternoon, January 7th,
on the Maynooth to Kilcock road in
County Kildare.

Patsy O Bradaigh is suffering from a
fracture of the neck, two broken ribs and
severe bruising of her shoulder and face. The
O Bradaighs’ daughters, Eithne and Deirdre,
were also taken to hospital, as were their
two friends who were in the car with them,
Una and Caoilfhionn Quinn. All received ser-
ious bruising and suffered from shock.

[ "8y siosHan omaiLey ]
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IN SPITE of, at first, promising a re-
view of the case of Nicky Kelly if
elected and then, after election, and
Kelly’s hunger-strike, merely suggest-
ing a method by which Kelly could
bring his case back into the courts,
the Coalition government has shown
itself to have viciously reneged on its
undertakings and appears determined
to keep tire innocent man, framed for
the Sallins train robbery, in jail for his
full prison sentence.

When Nicky Kelly ended his hunger-
strike, on June 7th 1983, the Dublin govern-
ment issued a statement saying that it was
open to him to take a civil action to es-
tablish that he had been assaulted in custody
and thus show his statements to have been
made involuntarily. The Coalition Minister
for Justice, Michael Noonan, said at the
time:

“If a jury found in his favour in a civil
case, that would change things.”

Since then, there have been constant
delays in Kelly’s civil case coming to court,
in spite of the claim by the government that
a person in custody is given priority over
cases where nobody is in custody, and only
in December did the Free State enter its
defence, not only denying ill-treatment of
Kelly but also asking the court to prevent

Most seriously hurt was Ruairi O Brad-
aigh who has three broken bones in his

ankle which will require surgery, three
broken ribs, one of which punctured his
lung and his face badly cut by broken glass.
However, he is out of danger and expected,
in time, to make a full recovery.

The driver of the other car involved in
the crash, John Sills, was killed and his
passenger, John Reid, both of Booterstown,
Dublin, was injured.

The O Bradaighs and their friends were
returning from a Club na bhFiann Irish lang-
uage course in Dublin when the accident
happened.

@ PATSY O BRADAIGH

Goalition biocks Kelly’s case

@ Nicky Kelly — the Coalition wants £1,200 to take him to Dublin

Nicky Kelly taking the civil case on the
grounds that the charges had already been
dealt with in the Special Court!

Kelly is also being prevented from attend-
ing the Eye and Ear Hospital in Dublin for

specialist examination of injuries suffered in
custody, required as evidence. Michael
Noonan's Department of Justice says that
Kelly will be allowed to attend if he per-
sonally pays the cost of the security escort

® RUAIRI O BRADAIGH

which they deem necessary, estimated to
be between £800 and £1,200.

NEW EVIDENCE

Noonan is also reneging on his statement
that if new evidence were presented the case
would be examined, as he is refusing to act
on new evidence revealed by Limerick man
John Fitzpatrick last October.

John Fitzpatrick was also forced to sign a
statement admitting that he took part in the
Sallins robbery, but he was able to produce
four alibi witnesses to state that he was
elsewhere on the night in question. Fitz-
patrick was named in the statement which
Kelly was forced to sign. When the gardai
failed to intimidate these witnesses into

i ing their John Fitz-
patrick was released. The obvious false-
hood in the statement was never raised at
Kelly’s trial.

APPEAL

Nicky Kelly gave himself up on June
6th 1980, after his co-defendants had been
released on appeal on May 22nd after 18
months’ imprisonment. He had jumped bail
before sentence was passed in his trial and
gone to the United States. He is now serving
his fourth year in Portlaoise Prison, in spite
of his obvious innocence and the sponsoring
of his case by many eminent members of the
legal profession, public ives, trade
unionists and trades councils.

ahort Stra

BY MAEVE ARMSTRONG

IN WHAT bears all the hallmarks of a loyalist sectarian attack
in the beleaguered Short Strand area of Belfast, a 15-year-old
youth was recently shot in the groin and rushed to hospital.
Just a few weeks ago, Short Strand man Tony Dawson was
gunned down by a member of the sectarian RUC who has

since been charged with his murder.

Shortly after midnight on
Thursday,  December  29th
Thomas Smith, from Beechfield
Street, was leaving rubbish bags in
an entry at the rear of his home,
when two men, one wearing a

Mrs  Srauith

husband went

tusely from the

Meanwhile,

shouting, and when she and her

round the corner bleeding pro

nd shooting

heard her son

outside he came

wound

his elder brother

ON TUESDAY morning,
January 10th, at 10am,
an RUC raiding party
arrived at the home of
veteran Derry republic-
an Sean Keenan to ar-
rest him for the non-pay-
ment of a £41 fine dating
from the H-Block pro-
tests.

Sean, now aged 70, has
been a prominent member
of the Republican Move-
ment for many years. He

Derry veteran arrested

was released from custody,
having been told that the
fine had been ‘paid anony-
mously”’.

Commenting on Sean
Keenan’s arrest, Martin Mc-
Guinness said:

“It seems that the RUC
are intent on getting their
pound of flesh from this
man who has spent over
14 years in internment
camps without even a semb-
lance of the court proceed-

duffle coat and the other a green
pilot jacket, overpowered him and
pulled out a gun. His mother Mrs
Molly Smith said

“They tried to shoot him, he
told me, but the gun jammed
twice. On the third attempt they

Bobby, who was returning home,
heard the shot and actually passed
the two men who ran into a near
by loyalist estate.

Thomas Smith has undergone
two operations in the Royal Vic-

was recently released from
hospital after suffering a
heart attack.

Sinn Fein elected repre-
sentative Martin McGuin-
ness, on hearing of Sean’s

@SEAN KEENAN

see the RUC remove him
from his home, and was told
by Sean that on no account
was any fine to be paid for

ings which imposed this fine.
It is equally clear that the
RUC, realising how disad-
vantageous the arrest of
Sean Keenan would turn
out to be, decided to waive

shot him in the groin.” toria Hospital

Perverse

[[av maeve armsTronG |

THREE nationalist youths, aged from
19 to 22, were subjected to a highly
embarrassing body-search by RUC
men last Wednesday week, January

4th, in Cookstown, County Tyrone.

The three people
Rapheen/Greenvale area,

involved, from the
were returmning

home around 8pm from a snooker club
when they were stopped by several RUC

arrest, arrived in time to him. Within

men driving an unmarked car. ¥
They were ordered to spreadeagle against

the fine to avoid further em-
barrassment.”*

an hour, Sean

haviour sai
“This latest and most perverse form of

a wall and when they r y did so the
RUC men proceeded to put their hands
down the front of their trousers, around
their privates. The three youths were very
frightened and unnerved by the i , but

being meted out to nationalist
youths in the town is not only nauseating
but suggests that a general directive of this
nature has been issued to the RUC to

were further humiliated by having to answer
questions for a full half-hour before they
were finally permitted to proceed.

_ The local Colm Keenan Sinn Fein
cumann strongly criticising the RUC's be-

as an additi form of intimic #
“Parents in the area also fear that there

are individual RUC men within the ranks

bent on stepping up incidents like this and

we would call on anyone victimised to con-

tact Sinn Fein immediately. "
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