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IRELAND'S BIGGEST SELLING
POLITICAL WEEKL )4

BRITAIN’S direct ruler
in the North, James Prior,
has urged Northern nat-
ionalists to vote for the
SDLP!

Speaking on BBC radio on Tues-
day of this week, Prior said:

“I hope the SDLP will be able
to regain lost ground and | believe
it will do so.”

And, ignoring Sinn Fein’s 43%
share of the nationalist vote last
June, Prior claimed that the SDLP
was the ‘voice of the Catholics’,
adding:

“Sinn Fein is not a major polit-
ical force, even if it has made some
advances.”
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@ Eddie Fullerton has exposed the petty-
mindedness of the Dublin govemmenr

A South Al'lllﬂ_l]h landmine

THE COALITION'S first attempt to enforce
their new ‘shun Sinn Fein’ policy appears to
have qunckly backfired, as thelr Minister for
the Envirc Liam K emerged as
a petty-minded begrudger after skulkmg in his
office rather than come face to face with a
delegation of Donegal elected representatives,
because it included Sinn Fein Councillor Eddie
Fullerton.

Far from having the effect of ostracising Sinn Fein
representatives from the people, the Coalition’s path-

Goalition llﬂll hackfires

al persuasions in Donegal, who have recognised Fuller-
ton's contribution to local affairs during the five years
he has served as both a county and urban district
councillor for the Buncrana area.

And the calm manner in which Eddie Fullerton
dealt with the affront — insisting that Donegal inter-
ests be put before his own pride, and withdrawing
from the meeting — is in sharp contrast to Kavanagh’s
shabby posing.

The repressive, anti-democratic nature of the Coal-
ition’s move has been speedily exposed.
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SEE PAGE TWO -

MASS DEMONSTRATION
AGAINST EXTRADITION
2.30pm Saturday 11th February
0O’Hanlon Memorial
Clones Road
MONAGHAN
Prominent speakers
All bands and banners are welcome
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Schemes
and stratagems

JAMES PRIOR’'S expression of support for the
SDLP, made on BBC radio this week, will hardly
come as a surprise to the growing number of hation-
alists who are totally disillusioned with that party’s
continuous attacks on anyone who has offered
resistance to British rule in Ireland.

__Nor has John Hume's alliance with the pro-British Coal-
ition government in Dublin in arrogantly slandering those
who choose to exercise their democratic preferences in
favour of Sinn Fein increased his standing amongst North-
ern nationalists.

Whilst such open support for the SDLP from James Prior
would benefit them about as much as would the return of
Lord Gerry Fitt, there is no doubt that the party feeds on
tit-bits from the London government which it can portray
1o the electorate as signs of progress made by constitutional
politics.

As the Irish Press-editorial commented-on Monday, the
day after the SDLP’s panicky annual conference:

“The SDLP is losing out to Sinn Fein, at least in the per-
ception of the public, because the party has been crippled
politically by the British government’s refusal to offer it
any hope of progress.”

A party which claims to represent Irish nationalist inter-
ests but is dependent on British goodwilll

EMBARRASSING

Although Prior’s continued open support would be grave-
ly embarrassing to the SDLP, he was apparently spelling out
the conditions on which the more subtle and tacit ‘en-
couragement’ from Britain might be forthcoming. For in
the same broadcast he set the price of the SDLP’s return
into Britain’s good books (after their refusal to co-operate
in the failed Assembly). S B

That price will apparently be a final report from the Dub-
lin Forum in March which will include the dropping of all
claims by the Free State to jurisdiction over all thirty-two
counties, as contained in Articles 2 and 3 of the 1937 con-
stitution.

In exchange, Prior hinted at British pressure on the
unionists, some time in the future, for the creation of
“some system of government in the North acceptable to
both minority and majority” — something short of power-
sharing, but satisfying the SDLP lust for the trappings of
office.

Prior’s blunt remarks came as an obvious rejoinder to
the strong demands at the SDLP conference last weekend
— particularly from Seamus Mallon, to Hume's embarrass-
ment — for the Forum report to be a consensus one, set-
ting out a strong nationalist position.

Fine Gael leader Garret FitzGerald has declared on sev-
eral occasions that he favours the deletion of the ‘offending

® Alwood'’s furniture showrooms, in Lurgan, blazed for an hour before being destroyed
-

o0uth Armagh

26th, Volunteers of the IRA's
Belfast Brigade placed a van-bomb

TWO RUC men were killed, several others were injured and N9 shops and starting a blaze in
of ds of the furniture store.

hundreds of th d was caused in a s
series of IRA attacks throughout the North in the past week. A British armmy, remote cont ol
2 ed bomb-disposal robot was dest-
The most devastating IRA oper- “A phone call was then made royed as it approached the van to
ation so far this year took place to the RUC, complaining of a break- examine it
on Tuesday this week, January in at the bakery. i
31st, at about 1.30pm, when an “The RUC arrived at 12.15pm NEWRY INCENDIARIES
unmarked armoured RUC car was and the mine was detonated from The following night, Friday,
destroyed in a huge landmine ex- within the building, injuring two January 27th, a furniture store on

wait at a vantage point about times by IRA Volunteers at his And on Wednesday, February
500 yards from the road, deton- cousin’s butcher’s shop, where he 1st, armed IRA Volunteers placed
ated the massive culvert landmine was working. The attack took two bombs in Alwood’s furniture
which contained over 1,000lbs of place at about 520pm and the showrooms in Malcolm Road, Lur-

less report could, nevertheless, be kept alive until after the
vital EEC elections in June.

ALTERNATIVE

This plan would have the report set out the various lures
and concessions which Dublin would make for the ‘union-
ist tradition’, set out the principle of the ‘aspiration’ to Irish
unity — by unionist consent at some far future date — as
a legitimate one, and, at the same time, as a ‘gesture of
goodwill’, propose a referendum in the South to chop the
claim to the six counties. >

This, it is thought, might give the SDLP enough of a
half-baked nationalist platform until reality returned after
the June elections, would allow FitzGerald to forget about
the North again, in a statesman-like way, and even see the
SDLP — accepting that unity would be a long way_off —
join some new dressed-up Assembly at Stormont, ‘in the
meantime’. P

There are a number of major obstacles to this version of a final re-
port, however. i

Firstly, Fianna Fail — for their own party political reasons in the
South — are very unlikely indeed to go along with it. And, equally, a
significant section of the SDLP would also be likely to rebel. \

In addition, Hume would have to gamble that the Northern nation-
alist electorate is as gullible as he is in placing their trust in British
promises rather than Irish resolution.

That Hume, whether he looks to London or to Dublin is desperat-
ely relying on such empty schemes and silly stratagems, is a measure
of what he has to offer to the long-suffering people he claims to repre-
sent.

And it compares very poorly with the clear-sighted, unashamed
pursuit of Irish freedom and unity being put forward by the repub: .
[ HEAR BNt -~ T e AR

In claiming responsibility for the bombings, the IRA gave an illust- totally destroyed the showrooms,
blast, which occurred only days ration of co-ordination by choice the roof finally collapsing after
after a much-publicised RUC and of targets. firemen had been fighting the blaze
British army search of the area, the On Thursday night, January for an hour.
IRA said: E 2

“The attack indicates the ease
with which the IRA can continue
to strike in border areas in the war
of liberation.”

DERRY AMBUSH .

In Derry city on Friday night,
January 27th, a 20Ib anti-personnel
device injured two RUC men who
had arrived at Stevenson’s Bakery
in Great James Street to investigate
a report of a break-in.

In a statement later, the IRA’s
Derry Brigade said:

“Two active service units were
involved in the operation. The first
took over a house at Lisfannon
Park at around 7pm on Friday
night and took a car.

“The second active service unit
then took over Stevenson’s Bakery
at 10pm and all the workers were
moved to a place of safety. Two
Volunteers with automatic rifles

covered the unit engineer as he other su
placed the 20lb bomb. : mercial bomb attack by the IRA's Belfast Brigade

-
outside the Gillespie & Wilson °
furniture showrooms in the city
centre’s Chichester Street.

A 45-minute warning was given
and the area was cleared before
the bomb exploded, at 8.45pm,
causing damage to several adjoin-

: - S plosion, .in South Armagh, and its RUC men. The Volunteers then Greenan Road in Newry was dev-
articlessirom thelGree State cqnmmno?' anq :John Hume; twp occupants kitted:- : withdrew from the premises.” astated when two blast incendiaries
has drawn closer and closer to FitzGerald’s position The RUC men had left Fork- o xploded: Armalt IHAR =

A Forum report offering several options — unitary state, S hil RUC Barracks, where they were KILKEEL ATTACK placed the devices which deton-
federalism, joint sovereignty and so on — is understood based, and were driving between In Kilkeel, County Down, on ated around 8pm.
to be the first preference of FitzGerald and Hume, who Meigh and Dromintee when an Saturday evening, January 28th,
hope that, with something for everyone, such a meaning- IRA active service unit, lying in an RUC Reservist was shot four LURGAN BOMBS

But there is also an alternative idea being put about explosives. tes S RUC man was seriously injured. gan, at 10am.
which might satisfy some more of Hume’s ‘republican’ wing The explosion left a 20-foot Workers in the adjoining fact- -
and still ogbtain ben»;gn recognition from London. crater in the road and was heard BELFAST VAN-BOMB ory were evacuated before the
seven miles away. And in a series of ial bombs lod The ensuing fire
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BY JACK MADDEN

IN A CLEAR demonstration of the paranoia which
has gripped the Dublin government because of rising
electoral support for Sinn Fein, the Coalition En-
vironment Minister, :Liam Kavanagh, refused to
meet a delegation of local councillors from Bun-
crana, County Donegal, last Wednesday, because
included in the delegation was Sinn Fein’s Counc-

illor Eddie Fullerton.

Fed_-up with the repeated failure of Dublin governments to
help finance an urgently needed sewerage system in the Inish-
owen area of County Donegal, Buncrana councillors readily
agreed to a proposal that they take their case straight to Leins-
ter House. This proposal was, in fact, made by Eddie Fullerton.

Armed with a carefully prepared
report which detailed the social and
economic misery which the 30-year
wait for a proper sewerage system
has caused in the Buncrana area,
the i which included

seats on both the Urban and Coun-
ty Councils and is a Sinn Fein cand-
idate in the forthcoming EEC elect-
ions, said:

“I think this is a diabolical trav-

cross-party representation, arrived
in' Leinster House only to be told
that Kavanagh would not meet
them while Eddie Fullerton re-
mained.

After a hurried consultation
with other members of the deleg-
ation, some of whom were prepar-
ed to abandon the meeting rather
than satisfy Kavanagh's petty attit-
ude, Fullerton pointed out that he
would prefer to leave on his own
and allow the meeting to continue,
since Kavanagh would clearly use
any excuse to avoid meeting the
delegation.

As Fullerton walked out of
Leinster House, Kavanagh had no
option but to honour his commit-
‘ment to meet the remainder of the
delegation and to concede that they
should get the finance needed for
the sewerage scheme.

TRAVESTY
Denouncing Kavanagh's refusal
to meet him, Fullerton, who holds

esty of de y. This is the first
time in my five years on the Coun-
cil that I've ever come across this.
Democracy has been turned round
on its head.”

Asked why he had decided to
leave the delegation, Fullerton con-
tinued:

“l decided that if | stayed, then
Kavanagh would have had his excuse
to do nothing for Buncrana and,
rather than let him worm his way
out by scoring political points, |
left.

“If he was going to deny me the
right to represent the people who
voted for me, | had no intention of
giving him the excuse to deny them
their needs.”

SLAMMING

A Sinn Fein statement slamming
the Coalition government for refus-
ing to meet Eddie Fullerton said:

“It must be emphasised that the
Coalition government was prepared
to ignore altogether the Donegal
proposals for a major sewerage

It seems to be what the British govern-
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® Unlike Kavanagh, Sinn Feir

—
Eddie Fullerton puts princi
draws from Wednesday’s delegation so that his Donegal constituents’ case may

before his pride and with-
be heard

® L/IAM KAVANAGH

scheme essential for the future dev-
elopment of housing, industry and
tourism, in order to score party
palitical points against.the council-
lor who originated the scheme.

“It will be interesting to see how
the Labour Party’s Minister for
Labour, Ruairi Quinn, behaves on
his forthcoming visit to Wexford on
Monday, February 13th, when faced
with the prospect of meeting an-
other Sinn Fein elected representat-

ive, John Sheehan, who is chairper-
son of Gorey Town Commission.
“We note that the Labour Party
leadership are also conducting a
witch-hunt against members of
their own party whom they find an
embarrassment. How long will it be
before this anti-de ic behav-

agh is not only an insult to a re-
spected elected representative but
also to those who voted for him
and to all those in Donegal who
acknowledge his record of selfless
hard work in the interests of all.
“Eddie Fullerton is a prospective
i for Sinn Fein in the Con-

iour is extended against unaccept-
able independents or even the
major opposition party?

“Today’s action by Liam Kavan-

naught/Ulster constituency in the
EEC elections in June and we wiil
see then what the people think of
the Coalition’s creeping fascism.”

[ &y HiLoA MacTHOMAS |

POLITICAL reactions came fast and
furious after the publication, on
Thursday, January 26th, of the
Hennessy report on the H-Block
escape last June, when 38 IRA pris-
oners dramatically broke out of
H7-Block. Nineteen evaded the immed-
iate round-up and remain free.

As Ernest Whittington, the prison govern-
or, was handing in his resignation, and
British direct-ruler James Prior was explain-
ing why he was not going to resign, upionist
politicians were issuing stagerylents_ in sup-
port of the prison administration and
demands for Prior to resign — a predictable
reaction from unionists, who have always
considered the Long Kesh warders as part of
the big unionist family, like the RUC and
the UDR and, like them, prevented by wealf-
kneed British politicians from ‘doing their
job’, that is getting rid of republicans.

Paisley blames the escape on tpe."gl’?nr-

ment has in mind anyway, since Whitting-
ton’s successor is the hated Stanley Hild-
itch, who was governor of Long Kesh up to
the 1981 hunger-strike.

His return has already been greeted by a
warning from the republican prisoners that
they will not submit, and that the prison
administration’s “free hand of the blanket
days” has gone.

BLAME

Prior will have a struggle to ensure
that none of the blame should attach to him
as some Tory backbenchers, unionist MPs
and Labour right-wingers, such as Roy Mas-
on and Don Concannon, have banded toget-
her to push for a further debate on the
escape report next week and for a minis-
terial resignation at the end of it.

A further problem for Prior will be the
statement issued by the Prison Governors
Association deploring Whittington’s resig-
nation and denouncing “the political con-
straints on governors in their day-to-day

of prisons”,

ing of greater dom of to
the prisoners, and similar statements were
made by other unionists advocating a
return to the days of systematic beatings,
solitary confinement and visiting restrictions,
and SDLP deputy-leader Seamus Mallon
took Prior’s side and described the prison

Whilst the spectacle of Brits and unionists 5

tearing one another apart will provide some
light entertainment, it remains true that
republican prisoners in Long Kesh are facing
a battle to maintain their hard-won rights.
They will need all the ou

can get. ! j oo
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A (‘;ROUP Vc:—!mpaigning for the rights of travellers has described
as ?paﬂhEId _the_ decision by Dublin County Council to shrug
off its responsibilities for travelling families in the Dublin area,

A proposed plan for 13 halting
sites for travelling families in
County Dublin was rejected, by
16 votes to 11, at a meeting of
Dublin County Council on Mon-
day, January 30th.

The rejection of the plan means
that 420 families will have to re-
main on the side of the road, with

no facilities, for an indefinite
period.
The 13 halting sites, which

would have provided basic ‘water |

and sewage facilities, would have
been located at Lusk, St Margaret's,
Swords, Malahide, Navan Road and
Sandyford; New Fortunestown
Road, Killinarden, Willbrook, Fir-
house Road and Tymon Lane,
all in Tallaght; Pottery Road, Cab-
inteely; and Palmerstown.

CONDEMNED

The Committee for the Rights
of Travellers condemned the decis-
ion and in a statement issued on
Monday evening said:

“Dublin County Council, in
shelving plans to provide halting
sites for travelling families in
Dublin, have condemned 420 trav-
elling families to live in squalor on

our roadside, deprived of even the
basic rights of access to water and
sanitation or schooling for their
children.

“The review body report is now
one year old in February. In that
year, nothing has been done. The
County Council report is now al-
most three years old, first com-
missioned on March 30th 1981,
reviewed in May 1982 and yet
again in 1982 and 1984. Each
time it was shelved by our gutless
politicians who have reneged on
their responsibilities to travellers.

“In this country, we have not
got apartheid in law, but decisions
such as this ensure that we have
apartheid and apart-hate in pract-
ice.

“The Committee for the Rights
of Travellers believes that it is now
time to get the Minister for the
Environment to act and take re-

ibility for the provisic of
sites away from the County Coun-
cil. Only then will the country
ensure that travelling people and
their children can be brought
within the national claim to treat

* all the people equally.

“End this apartheid now!”"

N pori

@ The ceilings in the Porters’ home are cO!

llapsing due to Executive neglect

ularly the top-floor flats in

Rain comes in through
gaps in roof-joints and cracks
in walls, with cracks on the
roofs of some flats spreading
to entire blocks.

Mrs Leahy and three of her
children live at 159 St Mich-
ael’s Estate, in a one-bed-
roomed flat. Every room in

Llhe flat + is . suffering . from

Inchicore
damp demand

@ Travellers protest outside Dublin County Council offices against discrimination g

otorm over

repairs service

THE inefficient response of the Housing Executive in providing
emergency repairs to damage caused by winter weather condit-
ions has again come in for strong criticism, this time in Derry.

> On Wednesday, January 11th,
the home of Mr and Mrs Porter in
Linsfort Drive in the Creggan area
was ravaged by storm damage. A
number of slates were blown off,
leaving huge holes in the roof.

Mr Porter reported this to the
Housing Executive and warned
them that if repairs were not quick-
ly undertaken the ceilings. in his
home would be affected.

After two weeks, Mr Porter’s

ST MICHAEL’S ESTATE in Inchicore ils a Dublin
Corporation complex of flats of the usual mass con-
cretZ/flat-roof type. Nearly all of the 500 flats in the
various blocks are severely affected by damp, partic-

each block.

damp, and water comes in
through cracks in walls and
gaps in window frames.

IGNORED
In spite of a Corporation
office in the flats complex,
complaints of damp and dis-
repair are largely ignored, and
maintengnce ,’ staff - at, .the

office are alleged to have ref-
used to deal with any more
complaints as they cannot
cope with the repairs.
Residents of St Michael's
Estate claim that the futile
efforts at patching the huge
cracks in roofs and walls with
mastic filler, which is a reg-
ular summer event for the
Dublin Corporation, is ineff-
ective, and they demand that
a major programme be under-
taken to eradicate the damp-
ness by properly repairing the

@ Flats in St Michael’s Estate are suffering

fears were realised and both the
bedroom and sitting room ceilings
started to collapse.

After contacting Sinn Fein elect-
ed representative Martin McGuin-
ness, who publicly slammed the
Housing Executive’s attitude as
“scandalous, negligent and uncar-
ing”, the Housing Executive’s re-
pairs team arrived and replaced the
missing slates. Mr Porter is still
waiting for the ceilings to be re-
paired and he plans to bill the

Housing Executive for compensat-
ion.

Commenting on the Housing Ex-
ecutive’s response to the yearly em-
ergency repairs occasioned by the
severe weather, Martin McGuinness

~said: < =

““Year after year the same prob-
lems arise, and year after year the
Housing Executive’s response is en-
tirely predictable. In my opinion,
the Housing Executive has neither
the will nor the ability to deal
speedily with these repairs, and
while it may consider its tenants
of little concern, it is the Housing
Executive’s responsibility to ensure
that emergency repairs are immed-

iately carried out.”

from appalling damp and cracks in the walls

Jstructyral defects. , .,
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THE APPARENTLY determined progression towards the intro-

d_uctlon_ of poli.tical extradition in the twenty-six counties con-
tinued in Du'b!ln,’s, High Court on Friday, January 27th, when
Justice McWilliam confirmed an order for the handing over to
the RUC of Monaghan man Seamus Shannon.

The extradition is in connection
with the killing of the former Speaker
of the Stormont parliament, Norman
Stronge, and his RUC Reservist son
at their home at Tynan Abbey in Ar-
magh, two years ago.

The appeal, heard the previous
week, claimed that the offence, which
Shannon denies any involvement in,
is a political offence, as recognised
under international law and the Free
State Extradition Act, having been
carried out by the IRA as part of the
war of national liberation.

The judge rejected the claim, fol-
lowing Chief Justice O’Higgins’ ruling
in the McGlinchey case in the Free
State Supreme Court and a High
Court ruling on the McMahon case,

which signals that the courts are rein-
terpreting what is a political offence.

Commenting on the Shannon dec-
ision, a leading senior counsel, Seamus
Sorahan, has said that it would seem
that the courts are beginning to adopt
a law-making role.

Both McMahon and Shannon are
appealing their cases to the Supreme
Court and Philip McMahon's final ap-
peal is to be heard, in the Supreme
Court, next Thursday, February 9th.

INVALID

In a further application, yet to be
heard by the High Court, Seamus
Shannon is claiming that part three
of the Free State Extradition Act
1965 is invalid under the Free State

Constitution as it provides for the
making of an order handing a person
over to the RUC without requiring
that any evidence be produced against
them.

He is further claiming that this sect-
ion of the Act fails to respect or
defend his ‘constitutional rights’,
puts him at the risk ‘of being sub-
jected to RUC interrogation and tor-
ture, and places him within a judicial

|\

system the practices of which are “in-
compatible with, and offensive to,
the fundamental norms of fairness
and justice.”

A demonstration is being held in
Shannon’s home town of Monaghan,
on Saturday, February 11th, to pro-
test against the decision to hand him
over to the RUC, and against the
prospect of general extradition for
political offences.

BY JACK MADDEN

RELATIVES of a young man who died whilst in garda custody,

on September 12th last, have denounced as ‘one-sided and sick-
ening’ the inquest into the death which was held in Dundalk on

Tuesday, January 24th.

Twenty-seven-year-old Martin
Beattie was arrested by gardai fol-
lowing disturbances in a Dundalk
pub on Sunday night, September
11th. Within hours of his arrest,
he was brought to Louth County
Hospital where he was declared
clinically dead, having been found
strangled in his cell in Dundalk Bar-
racks a short time earlier.

Close relatives of the dead man
were subsequently given different
versions of the circumstances sur-
rounding the death by a number of
gardai, and this, added to bruising
and lacerations on the body, per-
suaded the family to demand an
inquest.

Two earlier inquests were post-
poned, however, the second because
the case was supposed to be in the
hands of the Director of Public
Prosecutions. This investigation was
reportedly ordered by Garda Com-
missioner Laurence Wren, after he
had received a number of letters
from members of the Beattie fam-
ily. Nothing more has come from
this investigation to date.

At last Tuesday’s inquest, the
state pathologist, Doctor Harbin-
son, detailed the extent of the in-
juries which he had discovered on
the dead man’s body. These includ-
ed severe bruising on Beattie’s
shoulder, back and legs, a broken
rib, internal bleeding, a deep gash
on his left leg, three separate injur-
ies close to his brain, and marks on
his neck caused by strangulation.

Few of these injuries were sat-
isfactorily explained at the inquest,
however, even though ngp[q

v etated ekt i59.

only have been caused by a very
sharp instrument, adding that he
could not understand how the
broken rib and the internal stom-
ach bleeding had been caused.

AFTER HOURS

Witnesses stated that Beattie
had, in fact, objected to his arrest
because he was singled out in a pub
which was full of after-hours drink-
ers. One of the three arresting gardai
admitted that he had used his baton
but denied that the two other gardai
had done so, even though the bar-
men who witnessed the arrest testif-
jed that all three gardai had used
batons.

Beattie’s mother, Gertrude, told
AP/RN:

“Martin was only five feet seven
inches tall and had a slight build. |
can’t understand how three gardai
could not arrest him without beat-
ing him. There were witnesses who
were afraid to come forward at the
inquest who saw him being kicked
and beaten on the footpath.

““One garda got up at the inquest
and said that the prisoner had ‘got
on his nerves’ in Dundalk Barracks
and admitted that he had turned
the light off in his cell. When he
was asked why he didn’t call a doct-
tor if the prisoner was distressed,
the garda said he didn’t think there
was any need.”

Clear evidence that Beattie was
seriously distressed while in cust-
ody was given by a number of gard-
ai and yet no doctor was called and
he was left alone in his cell. Even
the details of this detention varied
i lear discrepancies between the

& -
@ Gertrude Beattie and Jean McDonagh, mother and sis-
ter of Martin Beattie (inset) who died in garda custody

Martin Beattie was not admit-
ted to Louth County Hospital until
1.35am on Monday, September
12th, even though one garda stated
that as early as 1.15am he had dis-
covered Beattie unconscious in his
cell, having apparently hung him-
self with his own shirt from a sit-
ting position.

Indeed, two gardai were present
in Dundalk Barracks at this time
and yet neither one of them thought
it necessary to call for an ambul-
ance immediately. Instead, they
took it in turns to attempt to re-
vive the prisoner themselves.

Cross-examination of garda wit-
nesses was virtually disallowed at’
the inquest and therefore the back-
ground and contributory factors
which undoubtedly led to Beat-
tie’s death remain unexplained.

Relatives of Martin Beattie are

LGP G b SR i, they, see a3 Skt

'from How' e sustained’ his-Irijul
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up and are determined not to allow

the case to rest. Their anger was
heightened following difficulties in
retrieving the dead man'’s clothing
from the gardai and their belief
that some of this clothing, when
it was returned, had been tamper-
ed with to remove bloodstains.

Jean McDonagh, a sister of the
dead man, said:

“There were tyre or oil marks
on the sleeve of his jacket and
vomit on the back. There were
also bloodstains on the band of his
trousers and even on the hospital
bed where he died. Yet none of this
was brought up at the inquest even
though the gardai claimed that he
had not been bleeding.”

QUESTIONS
There are many questions which
remain unanswered surrounding the
death of Martin Beattie, ranging

whilst in garda custody to an ex-
planation of how somebody who
had suffered such injuries, and who
must have been considerably weak-
ened as a result, was able to hang
himself.

Dismissing the inquest as a farce

which raised questions but didn’t
answer them, Jean McDonagh add-
ed:
“It was an awful ordeal to sit
there and listen to them and know
that y uld-do.nothing.? =0y A
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EDUCATION MINIST

\ Health Board
ofﬁoes_ in Dublin and Donegal this
week in the continuing campaign ag-
ainst the decision by the Dublin gov-
emment to withdraw medical cards
from young people between the ages
of 16 and 24. This decision, ann-
ounced by Coalition Health Minister
Barry Desmond last December, will
deprive up to 120,000 young people
of the free health care to which they

This week’s occupations of the head-
quarters of both the Eastern Health Board in
Thomas Street, Dublin, and the North-
Western Health Board offices in Ballybofey,
County Donegal, are the latest in a series of
measures taken by the Union of Students in
Ireland (USI) to thwart the latest attack on
the living standards of Irish students. -

In recent weeks, student protests have in-
cluded occupations of both the Fine Gael
and Labour Party headquarters and the Dep-
artment of Health & Social Welfare offices in
Dublin. On Wednesday, January 25th, thous-
ands of students marched on Leinster House
in a massive pre-Budget protest against the
cut-backs, only hours after letters demand-
ing the return of medical cards reached stud-

With one group of students already facing
prosecution for their occupation of govern-
ment offices, those now occupying the East-
ern Health Board offices may face similar
charges if and when they are removed. Stud-
ent leader Joe Duffy is amongst the group
which entered the offices on Monday last,
and in a statement he announced:

“We will end the occupation if work on
the removal of the medical card from
120,000 second and third-level students is
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Ed ion, Gi Hussey,

has released her proposals for ‘an improved educational system’
in the twenty-six counties on Monday this week, January 30th.
In a document entitled Action Programme for Education,
she announces a few reforms in an otherwise dismal attempt
to seriously tackle the severe problems facing the Free State’s

educational system.

Among the few progressive pro-
posals outlined in the document
are the expansion of boards of man-
agement of comprehensive schools

to include teacher and parent
repi ion and the ding of
the 1930 Vocational Education

Act to cater for teacher represent-
ation on Vocational Educational
Committees.

However, the minister has avoid-
ed the question of student rep-

resentation on governing bodies of
third-level colleges, saying that this
situation will be ‘examined’. This
type of cynical attitude prevails
throughout the document where
the minister excuses herself from
challenging the severe problems
facing the education system.

She promises a review to be
undertaken to examine the ex-
tent to which Regional Technical
Colleges have succeeded in achiev-

ing the goals originally set out for
them. The minister will give ‘great-
er flexibility’ to schools to intro-
duce ‘alternative curricula’ and the
question of whether four-year de-
gree courses can be reduced to
three years without a lowering of
standards will also be examined.

FUNDING
The funding of ‘national’ schools
will be a priority, according to
Hussey, though how serious she
really is on this matter can be
measured by the fact the such

y
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funds will come from re-
sources’ already allowed for within
the Department of Education’s
budget.

The Coalition also promises the

setting up of a new remand and
assessment centre this year for
giris referred by the courts. Such
reactionary plans will do nothing

Irish-speakers.

To add insult to injury, Mac Fhearraigh, who lives
in the Gaeltacht, was served with a summons in Eng-
lish only, even though those who were serving it knew
that he speaks and uses Irish at every opportunity.
Mac Fhearraigh refused to acknowledge the val-

INSULT TO INJURY

PADRAIG Mac Fhearraigh of Gortan Choirce,
Contae Dhun na nGall, refused to buy a
television licence in protest against RTE's
failure to recognise its statutory obligation to
provide a worthwhile television service for

Ministers
Conradh say:

idity of the summons and did not appear in Fal
Carrach District Court on January 25th, when, in his
absence, he was fined £50 or seven days’ imprison-
ment in default of payment.

Conradh na Gaeilge has called for an apology to be
made to Padraig Mac Fhearraigh from the Coalition
for Justice and for

“It is intolerable that state officials should be forc-
ing the English language on Irish speakers, partic-
ularly those living in the Gaeltacht.”

Communications.

to all the alienation of young
peoplg from the education system,
especially in working-class areas

where truancy is very high.

The document steadfastly re-
fuses to cater for the demands of
students, particularly in the area
of third-level . participation where
the minister will ‘examine the
feasibility’ of allowing a greater
number of students through the
system without incurring major
capital costs. Under this term of
reference, the possibility of bring-
ing the third-level participation rate
of only 13% up to the European
average of 20% is impossible.

@ Students stage another ‘guerrilla’ action at the
Thomas Street, Dublin, offices of the Health Board

nnmmmmmmmmunnmﬂumiunmm

minister’s determination to intro-
duce a loans scheme for third-level
students. This scheme is currently
being considered by the Free State
government and has been condemn-
ed by the Union of Students in
Ireland on the grounds that it
would bar working-class participat-
ion and would also discriminate
against female students.

HEALTH

The most cynical suggestion
from Gemma Hussey's plan is the
urging of health education to be
taught in schools throughout the
Free State. She seems to have
conveniently forgotten that her
government has already threatened
many students’ health by dis-
possessing them of their medical
card which allows them free med-
t,
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SINN FEIN and the i
Forum predictably domli):al;t:‘
the SDLP's 13th annual con
ference last weekend in Bel-
fast'.' The Forum was described
as “our hope for the future”
while Sinn Fein were branded
as liars, traitors, and just about
everything else.
Caught between ti
Sinn Fein’s electoral
the dubious hope of
resented by the Fory

he urgency of
challenge, and

real debate,
consisted mainly of pio i
self-congratulations ;]ndusre\glesahtzz
attacks on republicai

e P! Ns and on the!

Indeed, delegates talk.
about Sinn Fein than the:ddi:inzrbe-
out their own party,

On the defensive from sta
finish, the SDLP stage-manratg;z
their conference agenda in order to
attempt the refutation of what they
call thg 'big lies’ which a gullible
press s printing about them — at
Sinn Fein’s instigation, of course,

: _For instance, age. The SDLP is
visibly annoyed by the ‘middle-
aged’ tag, and this year contrived to
parade some ‘young’ speakers —
that is a few youngish university
types, mostly male, looking to be
in their mid-20s. The SDLP even
organised a ‘fringe’ meeting on
‘Youth’, to be addressed by Ruairi
Quinn of the Free State Labour
Party. However, those so readily
described as ‘Young Turks’ were
flew and, come to that, rather doc-
ile.

At the fringe meeting, they con-
tented themselves with querying
points of party policy from senior
party members. Later, they failed
to get a motion passed asking for
a “semi-autonomous SDLP youth
party”. Later again, they were at
Hume's beck and call to run up to
the rostrum and sing the praises of
the leader and his Forum.

“Fantastic”, is how Hume des-
cribed his ‘Young Turks' to the
press. =

WOMEN
Incidentally, another underpriv-
ileged sector of society was poorly
represented at the conference: wo-
men. There were hardly any women
speakers and no creche was provid-
ed at the conference.

The party literature and confer-
ence agenda — printed with the ack-
nowledged help of the /rish News
and EEC funds — reflected the
middle<lass modérate tone of the
gathering. Out of 200 motions, less
than a quarter of which were act-
ually discussed, only nine called for
the SDLP leadership or its members
to actually ‘do’ something. The rest
of the motions ‘deplored’, ‘condem-
ned’, ‘viewed with concern’, ‘supp-
orted’, but proposed no action.

As for the five short policy doc-
uments, on social and economic iss-
ues, they were there to prove, as
party chairperson Sean Farren
boasted, the SDLP's “deep-seated
social conscience”.

ATTACKS
Attacks on Sinn Fein started
early on Friday evening, as the first

SDLP CONFE

® JOHN HUME

\\)
speaker, Brian Feeney, a North Bel-
fast councillor, speaking on TV cov-
erage of the North, expressed reg-
rets that the December ‘anti-Gerry
Adams’ World in Action programme
interviewed Sticks instead of the
more representative SDLP.

The next day, during the section
on the Forum, SDLP Free State
Senator Brid Rogers blamed the
IRA for all the deaths of the last 13
years, as well as for the economic
recession.

Every major address contained
repeated mentions of the arch-rival,
Sinn Fein, coupled with a notable
increase in ‘republican’ phrases and
quotes — such as the conference’s
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Hume complained, was its alleged
lack of involvement in ‘commun-
ity politics’. Hume went on to
praise the ‘tireless and unsung’ eff-
orts of SDLP elected representatives
to serve their constituents. Of
course, they did it from home, af-
ter working hours. Unlike Sinn Fein
advice workers, they could not ‘aff-
ord’ to be unemployed, nor could
they afford all these advice centres,
the fruit of ‘robberies’ and ‘kid-
nappings’. Such drivel will hold no
water with the said constituents.

In fact, it wasn’t believed by all
SDLP delegates, as a few urged the
SDLP to ‘get in there’ and work.

The fact that most SDLP elect-

motto: “Cherishing all diti
equally”, an allusion to the 1916
Proclamation.

Hume, in his keynote address,
developed the idea of the Tricolour
as symbol of the SDLP policy of

ise and iliation’ —
an idea which drew at least as much
applause as his statement one year
previously that “the SDLP is not a
flag-waving party”.

Seamus Mallon spoke of the
SDLP’s ‘true republicanism’. Other
delegates criticised the BBC for its
lack of coverage of Irish culture.
Yes, this year, the national flag was
well and truly waved, in a last-ditch
attempt to recover some credibility
with Northern nationalist voters.

ADVICE
Another ‘lie’ about the SDLP,

The Assembly$ last gasp

[ Y HILDA MacTHOMAS |

unionists.

of firstly two, and now t
parties. So it is now rolling

lure the Official
seats.

as possible, or rather, officially,
to ‘probe the possibility of ad
ion’ — not a chance — an
part on condition they take

PRIOR'S ‘rolling devolution’ has long died
hree of the five

i i ini ies, Pais-
time, with the two remaining parties,

ley’s DUP and Alliance, looking for ways to
Unionists back to their

i i for as long
to draw Assembly salaries |
e to sef up a committee

ministrative devolut-
d invite the OUP to take
‘their sedts. Clever, those

participation”

to play.’

Meantime, as the IRA continues to mount success-
ful attacks on the Brits and the RUC, the Official
Unionists, minus one/ defector, ‘Assemblv member
Willie Thompson, have decided to continue their
boycott, started as a response to the Darkley killings
and the lack of movement by Prior on devolution.

Posing as the repository of principled unionism,
the OUP seem prepared to see the Assembly close
down, as they content themselves to issue a call for
Prior to resign after every IRA operation of con-
sequence. But Prior himself is threatening not to
keep the Assembly going for ever

. 5

ed r s are ployed,
and a vast number of them are pro-
fessional people, did not deter John
Hume from boasting, having mom-
entarily swapped the green flag for
the red, that his was “the party of
the workers, the unemployed and
the small farmers”. Hume would
have been more accurate, or more
honest, had he said “party of the

teachers, the self-employed and
lawyers”.

Farren’s claims about the
SDLP’s ‘socialist policies’, and

Hume's grandiloquent tirades about
the workers, show how worried the
SDLP is of Sinn Fein’s competition.

MILITANCY
In an attempt to polish its ven-
eer of ’‘nationalist militancy’, the
SDLP passed a few motions on the

if unionists refuse
ANk 4 RO
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® Seamus Mallon, Brid Rogers and Sean Farren at last weekend’s SDLP conferance

issue of paid perjurers, which con-
cerned them more, it seems, be-
cause of its potential for further
“erosion of law and order”, further
“disaffection from the law”. The
SDLP, it goes without saying, did
not commit itself to any course of
action on the matter. On Brit/UDR
harassment, a few token speeches
were made. However, no solution

egate enthused, is “a redefinition of
this mystical term ‘Irish freedom’ *".
More realistically, Mallon said:
“lI shudder to think what would
happen” if the Forum did not reach
a unanimous conclusion. Mallon
spelt out every delegate’s fear of
the end of the road for the SDLP,
a fear never expressed but always
present, and one which had the
whole fe on the d i

was offered to combat
by the occupation forces.

“It’s time the party got a docu-
ment together,” one Armagh del-
egate proposed.

A sense of powerlessness seized
the delegates as lawyer Paschal O’
Hare recalled that in spite of the
SDLP’s representations to Thatcher,
nothing had been done.

“Where do we go from here?”” he
sighed.

PRAISES

Hume’s address, and the section
which followed, centred on the
Dublin Forum. But the secrecy of
the Forum'’s discussions, and, more
likely, the dread that the parties
would not succeed in producing a
unanimous report, meant that for
one solid*hour, del did noth-,

The delegates were visibly worried,
if not panicked, by the idea that
their political survival hangs on that
Dublin Forum in which the vast
majority of them has no input
whatsoever.

FEAR

Those two days of rather sterile
speechmaking and of travesty of
party democracy, which neverthe-
less got the SDLP glowing reports
from the usual sources — ‘rejuven-
ated’, ‘exuberance’, ‘idealism’, said
the /rish News — have shown the
SDLP in a state of fear, the effect
of which has been delayed by the
Dublin Forum, in which the SDLP
puts all its hopes of survival.

Expected boasts about the par-

ing but sing the praises of the For-
um, without exactly saying, or even
knowing, what the Forum could
achieve — if anything.

‘Fraternal delegates’. from the
Free State had conveyed cryptic
messages of support, pledging to
“continue to work with the SDLP”
in the Forum — whatever the con-
clusion. The Free State Labour Par-
ty delegate remarked about the
threat to the freedom of the press
if the SDLP’s rivals were to “come
to power” — apparently not a refer-
ence to Section 31....

“The Forum will succeed,”
Hume promised. The Forum, a del-

ty's 1gth, about future election
triumphs next June, could barely
hide the fact that SDLP members
are aware of their lack of involve-
ment on the ground and their in-
ability to match Sinn Fein in that
domain (a party report describes
the 1985 local elections as the
‘make or break” elections).

The SDLP can be expected to
fight a particularly nasty and per-
sonalised campaign in June against
Sinn Fein, who they now view as
public enemy number one — a
political analysis with which, un-
fortunately for the SDLP, not
many Northern nationalists would
agree.
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AFTER 12 long years, the slaughter of 14 Derry people by British army

paratroopers and the cover-up by the British government has remained fresh
in nationalist minds, a fact which they clearly testified to last Sunday when
thousands of people — following in the footsteps of that Bloody Sunday
Civil Rights demonstration — marched in an impressive display of opposition
to continuing British rule in Ireland.

Just as Bloody Sunday focussed worldwide attention on
British misrule, the event, instead of terrorising the nation-
alist people, backfired and escalated the struggle for national
freedom. But Bloody Sunday remains an unforgettable and
unforgivable watershed in Irish history.

Above the spires of Derry
city, the distinguishable sound of
drums announced the gathering
crowds assembling at Creggan
Heights, eager to be on the move.

Dozens of bands, including two
Scottish bands and two new Derry
bands, stepped out smartly as the
marchers — by now the veterans
of numerous such commemor-
ations and demonstrations —
positioned  themselves behind
scores df banners from all over
the thirty-two counties, from
England and from Scotland.

Taking the same route as the
original march, the parade, led by
relatives of the 14 dead, carry-
ing wreaths and followed by 14
children holding black flags,
wound its way through the
Creggan Estate, down into the
Brandywell and the Bogside. Hun-
dreds more lined the route, join-
ing to swell the ranks.

At Rossville Street Flats, where
many of the 14 victims were
shot, the marchers paused for a
moment while wreaths were laid
at a memorial cross erected by
the people of Derry.

RESISTANCE

At Free Derry Corner, sym-
bol of resistance to the old
Stormont regime and today rep-
resenting the undaunted spirit of
resistance, Martin  McGuinness,
Sinn Fein elected representative,
welcomed those who had travell-
ed to Derry and, as silence fell
on the crowd, read out the names
of the 14 dead.

He briefly recalled his own
personal memories of Michael Mc-
Daid (one of those killed) whom
he had grown up with, and out-
lined the British government’s

slanderous attempt to disclaim

ponsibility for the {
at the time by issuing a statement
claiming they had shot ‘gun-
men and petrol bombers’.

He pointed out the theme of
the day’s march, against the use
of paid perjurers and show trials,
and reminded the crowd that
just as people 12 years ago were
marching against internment,
which affected 12 people in
Derry, “today there are over
50 Derry men and women on
remand in Crumlin Road Jail
on the word of two hired per-

Jjurers”.
MEDIA

McGuinness introduced the first
speaker, an English woman and
authoress, Liz Curtis, whose latest
book on Ireland concentrating on
how the British manipulate the
media, will be appearing this
March.

Liz Curtis posed the question
of why the events of Bloody
Sunday meant so little to the
British people and explained how
the Brits, through the media,
began an immediate cover-up of
the truth by deliberately lying
and distorting the entire circum-
stances.

In the face of public outcry
in lIreland and the world, and
recognising that their actions
could not be morally justified,
the British government began
clearing up the mess by approp-
riately appointing one of their
very own judges to head an en-
quiry: “the government set up the
Widgery enquiry, and, as you
know, Widgery was a whitewash”.
She continued: )

“But he did make some critic-
isms. When his report was ready,

BY MAEVE ARMSTRONG

the British Ministry of Defence
leaked the parts of it which flatt-
ered the British army to the
British media and did not ment-
ion the criticisms.

“From then on, Bloody Sun-
day in Britain was written out of
history and it became the day
which one journalist, Chris Ryder,
described in the Sunday Times
as the day ‘when 13 men died
in shooting during a de
ion”.

“That, of course, tells you
nothing about who killed those
13 men or nothing about the fact
that they were unarmed.”

By flaunting their own rules
and making a nonsense of their
own brand of ‘democracy’, the
British government, Curtis said,
in order to maintain its strangle-
hold on the six counties, “has
repeatedly had to abrogate every
principle of democracy. The list
is endless: emergency powers,
internment, torture, plastic bull-
ets, show trials. But the British
government doesn’t want the
world to know that Britain is
constantly waiving the rules, so
they do everything they can to
cover up what is happening
here.”

RULES

There are two basic rules,
she continued, which the British
government pursued in its censor-
ship on Ireland:

“You mustn’t say anything
nasty about the British govern-
ment and you mustn’t say any-
thing nice about the Republican
Movement.”

On rare occasions, she said,
television companies have bypass-
ed these rules but because the
government's influence is so water-
tight — and because the media
and, newspapers are mostly right-
wing, rule-breaking is marginal:

“You have a situation where,

?
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| journalists are

in television, the woman who
is on the BBC board of govern-
ors representing the North is
Lady Faulkner, widow of Brian
Faulkner. And where the In-
de e B, P L

ity, which controls Independent
Television, has as its member
for the North a woman called
Jill Mclvor, whose husband Basil
Mclvor was Faulkner’s colleague.
This is the kind pf people you
have at top levels in the British
media.”

Also included in her attack on
the media was RTE, which, she
said, has imposed a form of censor-
ship more blatant than in Eng-
land, and claimed + that RTE
“a laughing stock

Political developments, part-
icularly since the hunger-strike
and the election of Sinn Fein

rescue and freedom from the
power of our oppressors.”

der of unarmed V
IRA and Margare
come over here :

NOMINATION acks in Ammag/
Following his recent inat- ian killers st
ion as Sinn Fein's didate in the nationali
the North in this June’s EEC He continued :
elections, Danny Morrison, elect- “This is not

ed representative for Mid-Ulster,
told the crowd, to loud cheers:

“Then, (in 1972) they marched
under the banner of Civil Rights,
and today we march under the
banner of Irish freedom. And we
tell Margaret Thatcher that no
amount of plastic bullets or lead
bullets will stop us from taking
to our own streets or from owning
this country!”

Morrison recalled the hypocrisy
of the British government, British
political parties and loyalist polit-
icians in thy six counties who,
in the aftermath of Bloody
Sunday, had defended the white-

pi ives, she believed, had
greatly increased support for the
Irish struggle. And Liz Curtis
ended with a quote from Will-
iam Walwyn, a member of the
17th  Century anti-imperialist
working-class movement ‘the Lev-
ellers’, who vehemently opposed
Cromwell’s army in Ireland:

“The cause of the Irish people
in seeking their just freedoms...
is the very same with our cause
here in endeavouring our own

g . He said that the
murderers were, and continue to
be, protected by those same
people, and he asked the crowd to
bear this in mind when listening
to those who condemn Sinn Fein
leaders for taking a principled
stand on Irish resistance or for
taking part in the funerals of IRA
Volunteers:

“Loyalist politicians like Har-
old McCusker and William McCrea
can zealously gloat over the mur-

comparison betw
imate right of a
foreign occupatio
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Thatcher and r
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decided that its policy of crimin-
alisation was failing and that it
had to come up with a new
policy.

“Bobby Sands’ election victory
in Fermanagh/South Tyrone gave
Sinn Fein the courage and en-
couragement to take on the SDLP,
and it is no accident that it is
from this period of the mass
movement that the Brits decided
to launch the phenomenon of
paid perjurers and show trials.
This was meant to demoralise
and disillusion the people because
it meant a fracturing in com-

“We can break the show trials
and we can break the perjurers.
The Brits have had, and are hav-
ing, reverses because their law

and they have a ‘new’ general
secretary, Eamonn Hanna.”

Hanna, from Galway, was

recently interviewed in the Belfast
ity paper, the Ande

is coming into more
and more in the eyes of inter-
national lawyers and observers.
And as it comes into contempt,
the ordinary people hold no
respect for that law. And we
can make it too expensive for the
British.”
ENGAGED
“It is no accident that, hand in

hand with the show trials, the es-
blis North and South,

munity solidarity, ity re-
sistance.”

He criticised the cynical com-
ment of SDLP man Alistair Mc-
Donnell, whose party had until
recently remained silent on the
issue, for saying:

are engaged in an effort to give
John Hume a leg up and over the
fence in June’s election.

“They want to stop Sinn Fein
because the emergence of Sinn
Fein has meant the emergence
of a bli litical veto

“Don’t join the IRA because
your 0/C could become the
next supergrass.” L

“He had a brass neck, coming
from a party whose present leader
said from this very road 12
years ago: ‘It’s @ united Ireland
or nothingl” A leader who, only
last July, took an oath of alleg-
iance to the British Queen,
who, only four weeks ago, was
ashamed of being Irish,; and whose
predecessor, Lord Fitt, is the
biggest supergrass this country
has seen this century!

over the SDLP which in turn has
limited the collaborationist man-
oeuvrability of the Dublin govern-
ment.

“They know that, and that is
why you will have noticed so
much talk these past months that
everything’s ‘new’ about the
SDLP.

“They have the New Ireland
Forum, John Hume has a ‘new”
Westminster assistant, they are
opening ‘new’ offices — approp-
riately enough on Asylum Road —

town News, and cockily pre-
dicted that the SDLP would re-
tain 160,000 first preference votes
in the EEC election, to which
Morrison responded :

“Mr Hanna mustn't realise Sinn
Fein is running. He has decided
to come up here for three years
and sort things out. Well, |'ve a
message for Mr Hanna: with
that prediction, he’ll be back in
Galway in July!”

PETROL BOMBS

About 15 minutes after the
crowd had dispersed, in a spon-
taneous outburst of resistance to
the presence of several RUC jeeps,
around 50 youths threw stones
and several petrol bombs at the
William  Street/Waterloo  Street
junction.

The RUC, who were backed up
by large numbers of reinforce-
ments on the periphery of the
Bogside, fired a number of killer
plastic baton rounds to disperse
the youths who defiantly con-
tinued their protest for over an
hour. Hostility also flared in the
nationalist town of Strabane,
when again plastic bullets were
fired at between 80-100 youths.
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DURING last December, West
Belfast mother-of-five Elizab-
eth Smith missed four weekly
electricity payments, totalling
£40 in all, which she had ag-
reed under a ‘voluntary agree-
ment’ with the Northern Ire-
land Electricity Service (NIES),
in order to buy Christmas pres-
ents and much-needed clothes
for her children. On Thursday
last, January 26th, NIES offic-
ials attempted to enter her
home to turn off the elec-
tricity ;supply, even . though
the Board knew that the
house contains a four-month-
old baby.

Elizabeth Smith sensibly refused to
let them in and, with the aid of her
local Sinn Fein advice centre and a
solicitor, she has successfully fought
the threatened disconnection. But the
NIES has used the incident to impose
further punitive debt-collection pro-
cedures on the family.

Over three years, the family had built
up arrears of nearly £600, which they were
gradually paying off. But Elizabeth Smith’s
brief default on her so-called ‘voluntary’
payments, which she was by now making
up, was apparently sufficient to brand her,
in the eyes of the NIES as a ‘bad manager’
or ‘scrounger’. Though they dropped their
initial, unrealistic demand for £250 in cash,
they insisted on installing a Coin-Operated
Collection Device (COCD), set at £10.50
a week, These COCDs are not the normal
pay-as-you-use slot-meter. Unless the family
can put in at least £10.50 each week, the
supply will stop automatically.

| oPERATIONS

Elizabeth Smith is still bitter at the Ele
tricity Board’s intimidatory tactics and their
lack of concern for her children. Her five-
year-old son Gerard has, in the last three
years, undergone serious heart and kidney
operations, having been born with only

one kidney. She says:

“We had no other choice. If | had refused
to put the meter in, they were going to turn
the electricity off with a four-month-old

L.
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of electri

baby in the house.

“Our house is all electric and | couldn’t
afford to buy a gas cooker. They tell you
to economise, but | was only heating the
one room with a two-bar electric fire. |
needed the heat for Gerard, who still has
kidney trouble and has asthma too. But |
couldn’t afford to heat the upstairs.

““Two weeks ago we got in a coal fire, so
my bill would have gone down anyway.
But they weren’t going to listen to what
we had to say.

““The meter is another way of disconnect-
ing, they don’t even have to come into the
house to do it.”

Elizabeth’s 40-year-old husband Peter is a
semi-skilled worker and takes home around
£80 a week basic wage. Out of that, £10.50
a week will go into the new electricity
meter, more than half of it to cover the
arrears. According to Peter Smith:

“All we're left with is £14 to feed the
seven of ~'us;—and the family- allowance.
That more or less pulls you through. It's
the poverty line. |I'm only working for
nothing.”

RELENTLESS

The Smiths are one of thousands of
working-class families in the six counties
who have been forced into poverty and con-
stant anxiety by the huge cost of electricity
and the relentless NIES.

In the five years to 1982 the price of elec-
tricity in the North has more than doubled.
And though state benefits, including pen-
sions are no higher than in Britain, con-
sumers in the North pay up to 13% more for
their electricity. Thatcherite cuts in the real
value of benefits, plus the higher average
cost of essentials, ensures that many people
cannot escape debt or disconnection even
by living in inadequately heated homes.

Under the Board’s new code of practice,
old people generally cannot be disconnected
during the winter months, but there is no
similar protection for families with young
or handicapped children. In 1983, a total of
1,655 households had their electricity sup-
ply cut-off.

But despite widespread poverty and debt
in strongly nationalist areas such as West
Belfast, the NIES rarely attempts disconnect-
ions there, following IRA warnings that

stern and immediate action would be taken
against NIES officials attempting to cut-off
electricity supplies to homes.

In the six counties as a whol
ber of cut-offs has fallen significantly in
recent years, but many thousands of con-

Shocking treatment
cﬂy users

sumers have been coerced, under threat of
disconnection, into having COCDs installed,
or making ‘voluntary agreements’.

Load-limiters, which ration the use of
electricity, forcing people to choose, say,
between having the fire on or the cooker,
are installed in around 1,500 homes. Rec-
ently, under pressure from the newly-formed
Right To Fuel Campaign, the NIES has
agreed, in future, to remove load-limiters at
customers’ request. But NIES is expected to
insist that they will do so only if individuals
agree to go into another scheme.

One major reason for the decreasing use
of disconnections by the NIES is that nearly
11,000 households in the North, mainly
those on state benefits, now have their
electricity paid direct to the NIES by means
of the ‘fuel direct’ system and the draconian
Payment of Debt Act.

Under the latter, up to £4.05 can be
deducted each week from state benefits,
and £10.50 from the wages of public-sector
workers, to cover rent and fuel arrears,
a provision which has forced many families
in the six counties to exist below even the

British government’s official poverty line.

Under the ‘fuel direct’ system, up to a
quarter of a claimant’s basic benefit can be
seized to cover both current fuel consump-
tion and arrears payments of £1.35 a week
each for gas and electricity. Some DHSS
offices, apparently unaware of this limit,
have deducted even more.

Though the amount deducted is allegedly
based on the previous year’s electricity use,
many tenants complain that the NIES
vastly overestimates their consumption.
Though the NIES is notonously quick to
notice if that goes up, it is equally renow-
ned for failing to respond when customers
cut down on electricity. The British state
is therefore able to recover arrears far more
rapidly than it could otherwise do.

PENSIONER

Until recently, Springhill pensioner Mrs
Phillips was paying £14.50 a week out of
her.-£22.73 -pension- -direct-.to. the .NIES.
Exactly £13.25 of that was supposedlv to
cover current bills, yet Mrs Phillips uses coal
for heating and recently had her immersion
heater removed.

In desperation, early in December Mrs
Phillips contacted the Ballymurphy Sinn
Fein Advice Centre and, as a result, the
DHSS has at least reduced her total deduct-
ion to £6.50.

Sinn Fein’s advice workers in West Bel-
fast, who have successfully helped scores of
local people to renegotiate more satisfactory
agreements, advise anyone who believes the
amount being deducted from their benefits
is too high, or anyone whose circumstances
have changed, to inform the NIES or their
local advice centre.

The harsh debt-collecting policies and
practices of the NIES were strongly con-
demned this week by Sinn Fein president
Gerry Adams MP, who stated:

“Over the past decade, massive price
‘rises have enabled the NIES to pass on much
of the huge costs of the Kilroot project,
and other of its own debts, to consumers
who simply cannot afford to pay.

“But when those consumers themselves
get into debt, they are criminalised and
Iurthel oppresed by an arsenal of punitive
, the
Iaw of Britain and other capitalist countries
protects industries and businessmen who get
into debt.

“Like other bureaucratic state bodies
such as the Housing Executive, the NIES
ignores the real poverty and hardship of the
North's unemployed and low-paid.”
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@ Sean O Canainn’s
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on Derry’s Strand Road picket
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tgase.cl group which has
highlight the plight of
presently serving a 31-
ad Jail because he re-
Ng a court case in May

been organising protests to
Derry man Sean O Canainn
day sentence in Crumlin R'o
fused to speak English duri
1980, are calling on all cultu

ordinated campaign around

ral bodies to launch a co-

Irish sp in the six
The group spokesperson,
Gearoid O Cearralain, speak-
ing after a 60-strong picket
of Crumlin Road on Saturday,
January 28th, said that Sean
O Canainn “has taken the
first step in a campaign which
Irish speakers and those con-
cerned about the language

basic language rights for
s.

must now carry on”,

“We would appeal to all
Irish cultural organisations to
come together and lay out
the‘ strategy for a campaign
tyhic? will win full recognit-
ton for lIrish in eve
of life here.” g

Sean O Canainn was arrest-

ed on Tuesday, January 17th,
for non-payment of a traffic
fine imposed in a 1980 court
case during which he was
denied the right to defend
himself in Irish —an interpret-
er being refused by the court.

Protests have been held at
both Derry’s Strand Road
RUC Barracks and Crumlin
Road Prison on each Wednes-
day and Saturday since his
arrest and will be continuing
until his release.

SUPPORT
Meanwhile, Sinn Fein in
Belfast have expressed their

support- for Sean Canainn’s
stance which “involves more
than a point of law, for the
repression Sean is experienc-
ing is linked to the overall
repression  directed  against
Irish culture by the British
government”.

Explained cultural spokes-
person Mairtin O Muilleoir:

“The British government
and its bigoted authorities
here have a hostile attitude to
all things Irish. Therefore,
Sean’s detention must be seen
in the context or the overall
cultural oppression in the six
counties, such as the law

@ ‘The Irish language under the foot of the foreigner’ reads this plac-

ard outside Crumlin Road Jail

which p the aspect of cultural opp

of Irish street signs, the lack must be removed.

of Irish prog “Me , Sinn Fein be-
on television and radio, the lieves that the repression aim-

ban on the Irish language
within prisons, and the ne-
glect of Irish within the
education system.

“It is essential then that,
while working to obtain Sean’s
freedom, we realise every

ed at the Irish culture is but
one facet of the overall re-
pression directed at the nat-
ionalist people. Our aim then
should be to defeat every

type of imperialism which -

afflicts Ireland.”

MORE LAWYERS

SLAM BIlL

THE Criminal Justice Bill will have “the most far-reaching con-
sequences for every citizen” says a submission to Free State

Minister for Justice, Michael Noonan, from the A

Criminal Lawyers.
The Association is opposed to

the Section of the Bill which ex-

tends the power of district courts
to impose sentences of up to two
years, saying:

“There seem to be no criteria

ion of

BY SIOBHAN O'MALLEY

There is also strong criticism in
the submission of the total absence
of any consultation with the legal

fi ity workers

under which district justices are
appointed and many of them do
not have the expertise, experience
or ability to deal with the types of
cases which regularly come before
the district court.”

pr i or
before the Bill was prepared. In
fact, the only consultations were
with the gardai, say the Association.

The powers of detention pro-
vided in the Bill, the virtual with-
drawal of the right to silence, and
the immunity from prosecution

offered to accessories to crimes if
they inform, are all attacked in the

Association’s  submission, which
states that there is a new obligation
on the accused person to establish
innocence and the onus on the
prosecution to establish guilt
diminished.

The provision for a sentence of
up to five years for the offence of
stealing a car is viewed by the Assoc-
iation as ‘excessive and unreal’,
and they point out that the major-
ity of people who steal cars are
young, unemployed, uneducated
and delinquent, and could not
pay the proposed penalty of

,000.

The detailed submission is the
latest of many. strong criticisms of
the proposed legislation made by
influential representatives of the
legal profession.

SEPARATISTS SUPPRESSED

[ BY SEAN HALPENNY 1

IN RESPONSE to worsening repression
and increased collaboration between
the Spanish-and French governments
in recent months, the Basque separa-
tists of ETA shot and killed a Spanish
general, Guillermo Quintana, in Mad-
rid last Sunday.

High-evel talks between the Mitterrand
government in France and Felipe Gonzalez,
Spanish premier, have been directed against
militant Basque movements including ETA
(Euskadi Ta Askatasuna) and the Herri
Batasuna. The French have agreed to pro-
hibit ‘illegal activities’ by Basques on French
soil and to prevent France being used as an
ETA base.

Since December last, more than 40 sus-
pected ETA members have been deported
from the French Basque region, some to the
French Caribbean island of Guadeloupe;
others to the island of Yeu, off Brittany's
coast; and more than 20 to areas north of
the River Loire. So far, the French_have
stopped short of deporting them to Spain.

ARRESTS gt

The Gonzalez government in Spain has ini-
tiated a wave of arrests throughout the Basque
region as part of new repressive [aws passed
by the Spanish security councnl_ late last
year. These laws allow the repression _of any
political, social or cultural organisation
which can, either directly or indirectly, be

-the civil

@ Basque militants are facing increased repression from the Spanish and French gpvernments

militant Basques are targets under this
legislation, which goes even further in allow-
i t0 any d ETA member

connected with ETA or He
<< Newspapers and-mag

ing
supportingithé "> Who dareés £0.give'evidanoe against comradey

in court.

Victims of this legislation have included
two Basque MPs, Inaki Ruiz de Pinedo and

Lorohirdin

‘whoj were amesied ony Recem: - consanvativg Basaue .

ey

ber 27th along with a number of journalists..
All were charged with “acts of collaboration”
and one editor has ived six
years’ imprisonment for this offence.

And in a further .move, the Basque
region has been flooded with Spanish
troops and police as part of an operation
called ‘Plan Zen’ (Special Zone North).

ATTACKS
Besides official repression, Basque acti-
vists have become the victims of a terror
campaign launched by a right-wing organisat-
ion called GAL, whose declared aim is to

direct “systematic attacks against ETA ~

members in France”. Recruited from the

ranks of the Spanish national police and

guards, and including French

fascists, GAL has already killed two Basque

separatists in France in December while a

further three Basques have mysteriously

disappeared.

g

Despite this , ETA has
its attacks on the Spanish establishment,
killing two high-ranking army officers and
a number of paramilitary policemen in
recent months. Sunday’s attack was parti-
cularly significant as General Quintana was
a veteran of Franco’s fascist army and a
member of the notorious Blue Division,
which fought with Nazi Germany in the
Second World War.

Basque separatists are preparing for
elections later this month and are poised
to increase their electoral support from
20% to 35% of the vote, which would ser-
iously challenge the position of the more

peer



An cairdinéal
agus Sinn Fein

A Chara,

T& an chonspdid idir an Chair-
in6al agus polaiteoirl frithphob-
lachtacha sa nuacht le tamall
anuas. Nuair a sheachain ceann-
aire na hEaglaise Caitlici cfin-
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mdlq poist

Dear Edltov

eadh iomlén a ar
lucht tacaiochta agus baill Shinn
Féin cuireadh fearg dhearg ar
na polaiteoiril céanna agus ar
nuachtdin Sasanacha.

Ca tuige, a déarfaidh dacine
go bhfuil siad seo go Iéir ag aon-
td le chéile i gcoinne an tsagairt
seo? | ndeireadh an lae nach
cairde iad an Eaglais, an Stit
agus Preas an Stit?

| dtds ama, scoiltimis Fine
Gael 6n SDLP. Ni hionann na
heasaontais ath acu leis an Caird-
inéal. T& imni ar an SDLP roimh
&iri Shinn Féin sna sé chontae
agus shil siad go seasfadh an
Eaglais an f6d go' hiomisn leo,
le tacaiocht a bhaint de Shinn
Féin.

Sna sé chontae fichead chreid
Mac Gearailt gurab ionann an
eaglais agus piléar amhdin ina
armlann i gcoinne dream ar bith
a bhagrédh a stét. Bhi tacaiocht
on Eaglais de dhith mar chomh-
ghuallai i bhfeachtas an Chomh-
rialtais le Sinn F&in a dhibirt
6n chéras polai Nuair nér
aontaigh an Cairdinéal an tal-
amh a dhéanamh réidh chuige
sin, bhris fearg amach.

Maidir leis na dflseoiri, is
féidir a ndearcadh a thuiscint
ar bhonn an Reifirméisean. Eas-
aontaionn siad le rud ar bith a
deir sagart. Is furasta f&s dearcadh
an phreas i Sasain a thuiscint.
Is leor focal amhéin — gréin. Is
fuath leo Tomas O Fiaich agus
mar is eol ddinn nil ciall ar bith
i bhfuath.

C§ tuige nér chéin an Caird-
inéal Sinn F6in go hioml4n.
Bhuel mar a ddirt s is ceist
coinsiasa f do gach mac mathar
agus an duine nach bhfuil dall
chifidh sé an bothar d& féin.
Ach 14 tuairim eile ann fosta. An
féidir gur dheacair & do mhaor
6rd{ a ghlacadh &na sheanghiolla?

B'é an Eaglais a thugadh na
hérdaithe don Saorstit. Anois,
agus a sufomh speisialta imithe,
is searbh a mhalairt role a imirt.

T§ ceacht amhdin le fogh-
laim ag Fine Gael. M&s maith leo
an Eaglais a choinneail amach
as an bpolaitiocht, ni chéir
dobhtha an Eaglais a cheapadh
ina teachtaire dala.

Eoghan Mac Cormaic,

H7-Bloc,

Ceis Fhada.

George Orwel! s 1984, m-kes
all other modes of thuught
impossible. Leading articles in
the London Times, we are
told, were also written in
Nawspuk. Perhaps it was
a typographical error, but
that other venerable organ of
the British establishment, the
Sunday Times, should most
certainly have been included
amongst Orwell’s examples of
Newspeak usage.

On January 22nd a Sunday
Times article entitled Wars of the
World looked at 43 major con-
flicts presently taking place. They
all involved some form of armed
struggle and were described using
various terms. In lraq, for ex-
ample, the government is fight-
ing “Kurdish rebels” but in Pak-
istan it is “guerrilla attacks by
ethnic minorities”.

“Christian and Muslim militia-
men" continue to kill each other
in the Lebanon, whilst in Indon-
esia the government is engaged in
its fight against “revolutionary
forces”. Mozambique has had to
contend with “anticommunist
groups” and in Spain “Basque
separatists” continue their 21-
year-old struggle.

In Namibia, “black nationalist
fighters” offer armed resistance
to South African forces, and the

ibility in signing on times towards

anyone who thought they were-

endangered. Any claimants wish-
ing to make their time flexible
should contact the manager of
the DHSS office.

Whilst submitting that any
concessions gained for the people
of the area are to be welcomed no
matter who gains them, never-
theless it was rather galling to
see Austin Kelly, the local repre-
sentative of the Workers Party,
claiming that he was responsible
for gaining these concessions from
the DHSS.

Not for the first time, the
party of ‘Peace, jobs and class
politics’ are not averse to telling
lies to bolster their flagging poli-
tical fortunes.

PRO,
Joseph Cunningham cumann,

Dole danger

A Chara,

Some weeks ago, 25-year-old
Joseph Craven from Newtown-
abbey Bawnmore Estate was shot
dead by loyalist assassins as he
was on his way to sign on at the
local office of the DHSS on
Church Road.

Immediately after this brutal
murder, Sean McKnight, the chair-
person of North, South and
East Belfast Sinn Fein, demanded
a meeting with the management
of the Church Road branch of the
DHSS to ask that nationalists
from the nearby B: Es-

County Amvim:

@ McKnight and Donaldson

tate who used this office, and
whose lives are obviously at risk
while doing so, be provided with
an alternative venue within the
estate

Sean McKnight urged the
management to allow for flex-
ible attendance (i.e. that people
could sign on at any time of the
day and not be confined to a
particular fixed time)

The manager of the DHSS
acceded to the request for a
meeting at which McKnight and
Denis Donaldson, Sinn Fein hous-
ing and welfare spokesperson,
argued the case on behalf of the
Bawnmore residents.

The manager claimed that it
was not within his power 10 pro-
vide a sub-office for the Bawn-
more Estate but that the matter
should be taken up with the rele-
vant Stormont department, which
McKnight and Donaldson subse-
quently did and are still negotiat-
ing on.

The manager said that h
" wadld * certafitt- “AHB N “foi* f1éx

| —

Morals and
the mayor

A Chara,
Recent regarding

or rebels whilst IRA

(right)
the same — freedom fighters for national liberation and socialism

1982 invasion of Lebanon, with
its massive civilian casualties, was
carried out by “/sraeli forces”.
“Rival ethnic and religious
groups” are killing each other in
India; political murders continue
unabated by “right-wing forces”
in Guatemala... and so on. Surely
you've guessed the punch line?

Yes, that's correct. In “Northern
Ireland” there exists “Violence
between Catholics and Protestants
and their respective terrorist
armies” (my emphasis).

How subtle and subliminal is
the use of language in either
refusing legitimacy to, or exon-
erating the actions of, physical

® Free State politicians have been deafening in their silence on British
state violence against nationalist people in the North

Councillor Kelly has not been
noted for her condemnations of
the killing of children by plastic
bullets, the torture of hundreds
of people by the RUC, or the sys-
tem whereby hundreds of people
have been arrested and jailed on
the sole evidence of paid per-
jurers.

Councillor Kelly supports a
government which closely collab-
orates with forces such as the
RUC and UDR, many of whose
members have been found also
to be members of such groups as
the UDA and UVF, organisations
which have been responsible for
the deaths of over 600 innocent
nationalist people. She has never
questioned this collaboration in
any way.

It is worth mentioning that
politicians in the same mould
as Councillor Kelly are quite
fond of severely criticising repub-
licans for not accepting certain
views expressed by Pope John
Paul Il during his Irish visit in
1979, yet they have no hesitation
in condemning out of hand the
views of the Pope’s chief repre-
sentative in Ireland when those
views do not serve their own
political purposes.

Sinn Fein has never denied
that it supports the right of the

Sinn Fein by the mayor of Lim-
erick, which have received wide-
spread publicity, are hypocritical
and partisan.

Councillor Kelly condemned
Sinn Fein for its ‘support for
violence’ and also expressed her
‘disgust and outrage’ at the fail-
ure of Cardinal O Fiaich to mor-
ally outlaw Sinn Fein.

In all her time as an elected
representative, Councillor Kelly
has never condemned the various
unionist parties whose spokes-
persons have consistently called
for a shoot-to-kill policy against
the nationalist people; nor has she
questioned the morality of mem-
bership of or support for these
parnes, o, %

ropt

people in the six
counties to engage in any form of
resistance to British rule, in-
cluding armed struggle. For over
50 years these people tried to
oppose the sectarian and undemo-
cratic Northern state through
peaceful means, the response of
this. state was always repression
and niore repression. It is worthy
to note that the nationalist
people received little or no con-
crete help from any of those
political parties in the South who
now presume to lecture them on
how they should or should not
vote.

Sinn Fein is the only signifi-
cant party that uncompromisingly
opposes British rule, which is the
cause of ,all

and oppression which Ireland suf-
fers today and has suffered in the
past. Sinn Fein will not abandon
this principled stand, irrespective
of all the hysterical campaigns
waged against it by the Coalition
and sections of the media.

Padraig Malone,

Clancy/Q'Callaghan cumann,

Limerick.

Portlanise
relatives
meeting

A Chara,

The Sinn Fein POW Depart-
ment will be holding a meeting
this coming Sunday, February
5th, for all relatives of republican
prisoners in Portlaoise.

The meeting, which will be
attended by representatives from
Sinn Fein, will be held at 57
Clanbrassil Street, Dundalk, at
2pm.

A Dublin bus will leave 5
Blessington Street at 12 noon. All
relatives wishing to travel on the
bus are asked to contact Bless-
ington Street (phone 308783) as
soon as possible.

Joe McDonagh,

Sinn Fein POW Department,

.tbe. viglence.|.

Dublin,

neglects the many, particularly
in Poleglass, who travel to West
Belfast to cash giros etc.

The Post Office have now said
that whilst they accept that the
present Twinbrook office is in-
adequate they intend to wai
until  the new district centre
planned for the Stewartstown
Road is completed towards 1987
or 1988 before taking sny final
decision about a new site.

Such a response is deplorable.
Action is needed now. Sinn
Fein will be demanding that a
more urgent priority be given to
this issue and we shall push hard
for a temporary Poleglass office.

PRO,

Lagan Valley

Sinn Fein.

® Twinbrook post office

; in reality, they and their causes are one and

force for political ends. But how
equally sad that so few British
readers with their deeply-rooted
imperialist consciousness will even.
admit of such a distinction.
Ciaran O'Hara,
Vauxhall Labour Party,
London,
England.

Twinbrook
post office

A Chara,

The Sinn Fein representative
for Twinbrook and Poleglass,
Richard McAuley, recently con-
tacted the Post Office and raised
with them a number of criticisms
relating to their service to the
community in those areas. He said:

“The Twinbrook and Pole-
glass estates now have a popu-
lation of well over 10,000 and yet
there is only one sub post office,
badly sited for the entire area
and which is situated in Twin-
brook.

“There are a number of prob-
lems with the Twinbrook sub-
office which make it an un-
acceptable facility for the area.

“Firstly, in Twinbrook and
Poleglass there is a significant
section of the population on var-
ious types of benefit, and all of
whom must use the post office.
The Twinbrook office is small in
size with most people having to
stand outside in all weathers and
for long periods of time. For
elderly people and mothers with
young children this is an un-
necessary hardship and is un-
acceptable.

“Secondly, the office frequen-
tly runs short of money, forcing
many to travel into the city cen-
tre. Such a problem occurred
recently. One day, the office
closed at 11am, leaving many
pensioners and others with no
money. Several mothers had to
borrow money from a local
house-shop in order to pay their
fares into town.

“Thirdly, the Twinbrook of-
fice is badly sited to serve the
whole district. A more central
site, or a second office in Pole-
glass, is needed.””

Sinn Fein is also critical of the
once daily delivery service and the
insufficient number of post boxes..
The Post Office, in replying to the
Sinn Fein criticisms, failed to ap-
preciate, in our view, the ur-
gency of the situation. In one part
of their reply relating to their
Twinbrook office they talk of the
inevitability of customers having
“to queue for a short time during
the busiest period each day .

Such an off-hand comment
grossly  underestimates the in-
convenience to the many parents
with young children who some-
times have to stand in all weathers

Always better
than English

A Chairde,

The last four or five years has
seen a revival of interest in our
own culture, not only locally
but nationally. This is extremely
necessary if we as a people are to
survive and shun all British ties in
our land.

There are numerous men and
women in and around areas in the
North who voluntarily give all
their free time to promoting our
culture, in particular the Irish
language. Already they have erec-
ted street names in Irish in com-
petition with the anglicised
versions which we have lived with
for so long. They are also organ-
ising and teaching Irish classes in
most areas which are well-atten-
ded. Their work and dedication
is admired by us all here in the
H-Blocks and | feel that we all
have a duty to assist them in any
way we possibly can.

Our culture is important to
our identity as an Irish nation.
The British invaded and have
oppressed our land for centuries,
and since then have attempted
to destroy our identity, through
our culture. Our language has
diminished and now struggles to
exist in small Gaeltacht areas
throughout Ireland while in towns
only by the indefatigable dedi-
ion of groups like Conradh na
Gaeilge, Cluan-Ard and Sinn Fein.
We have grown accustomed to
the thought that the English
language is our own. It is not —
it is a foreign tongue! Irish is our
national language. | think | can
honestly say that we would all
love to speak our native language
(and wouldn’t our land be the
better for it), but we never bother
to learn.

What the British have taken
from us, it is our duty to recover.
| don’t expect anyone to rush
out tomorrow and join an lrish
class, though you would benefit
if you did, nor do | suggest you
all buy an Irish newspaper, for
example Preas An Phobail or
Saoirse, but | feel that those of
you who have any lIrish, be it
only a phrase or a greeting, have
a responsibility to the survival
of our culture. You should try
to use Irish when you possibly
can, thereby encouraging others
to do likewise.

| remind you of the words of
Padraig Mac Piarais when he
wrote:

“Is fearr an Ghaeilge da dhon-
acht n& béarla dé fheabhas” (iss
far an Gailga da gunach na
ber-la do ow-rass).

It simply means:

“No matter how bad your
Irish is, it’s always better than
English.*

Give it some thought.

Slan go 16ill,

Seoirse O Muircheartaigh,
H7-Bloc,

{95 Jang.perieds oldimes lt alsg

i

. Cois Fhads. .
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SINN FEIN RURAL
ULSTER WOMEN'S MEETING
2pm Saturday 4th February
MONAGHAN
Phone Monaghan 82635 for details

VOL PEADAR MOHAN
COMMEMORATION
(3rd Anniversary)
11.30am Sunday 5th February
The Churchyard
CLONTIBRET

County

- ——————
RELATIVES OF PORTLAOISE
PRISONERS MEETING
2pm Sunday 5th February y
57 Clanbrassil Street
DUNDALK
See Jetters page for details
e L

JOHN HUME'S claim that Sinn Fein high-evel discussions, McLoughlin was whisked

s spending £140,000 per annu >IN away from Mountjoy (foiling a possible escape

28 advice centres probabl M on its attempt?) and driven back to Blacklion, County

the unpaid volunta Y surprised Cavan — the intrepid convoy passing within
ry workers in some -a:half a mile of his Corlara home as it sped

of those humble rooms, offices and car- ©n through the night.

avans more than it did his well-heeled He was released the following Friday morn-

RE-CONVENED LEINSTER
SINN FEIN EEC MEETING
All members of the Republican

listeners. ing, having served 3% days of his sevenday Movement in this constituency
On RTE radio, on Sunda i sentence. must attend
Y. @ panicky Hume 4.30pm Sunday 5th February

claimed that the centres are packed with com- Whatever the cost (believed to be somewhat West County Hotel

puters and other sophisticated electroni in excess of the £5 unpaid fine), the battle to
equiglmemt;7 ; TOMC  defend law and order continues. C;L‘::f:d

“No other political party in the coun

1 Buses 25,26, 66 & 67

can afford that sort of money, nor has accg ok k from city centre
to the sort of money Sinn Fein has access to ” Qne major effect of the proposed Criminal 7 =
alleged Hume. * Justice Bill, which lawyers in the twentysix 7 \to be frish VOLS CHARLES McCANN &

Oh really? counties are now predicting, is directly contrary PHELIM G(RAN‘;COMMEM)ORATION

11th Anniversary

Let us take Hume himself — the one-man to the Coalition’s declaration that offenders
party. 4 \_MII be put behind barsmore speedily and effic-
His salaries from the Westminster parliament iently than at present.

2.30pm Sunday 5th February
Ballydugan Villas to

@ The writing on the wall : - ﬁ
e

ar!d the EEC parliament add up to £40,000. 4, Acc_orgiing to experienced practitioners in th:::r;:r;rd
His-expenses from Westminster and the EEC 1, Sriminal courts, the new provisions about 4 gyptle differences in ‘peacekeeping’ nec- County Antrim

peR e O R
VOL FRANK STAGG
COMMEMORATION

(8th Anniversary)
1pm Sunday 12th February
Wakefield Prison

are conservatively estimated at £32 ‘inferences’ from failure to make statements i

very conservative figure). Attendanm’o:tons: whilst. being interrogated will lead to endless ma/\wnc;?eweg;:hmeocfol:::ryﬁoyal Marine Com-
Forum in Dublin for at least 40 days, at £200 . \2/s Within trials’ as lawyers argue over what ;o5 3 veteran of the North and the Falk-
per day, comes to £8,000. And he has just |25 reasonable to mention atthe time, whether |14, appeared in court last week charged with
received @ gift of £50,000 from the EEC - ¢ Statutory warning was given and explained, oauit against two women peace protestors

parliament in order to fight the elections. and numerous other technicalities.
Add that up and you get £130,000, before p rgsuh, they forecast 'h?‘ trialsylill take % %ri::n:t"a‘dsgdmr:::‘women after they had whﬁ;'fé’fo
you take into account any business interests, ": to twice as long, appeals will multiply, and 1, ,ghed at his Union Jack running shorts as Yorkshire
fees for TV appearances, or payments for EReleSurspwll bscoma evenpare clogged up he jogged around the base. England
lecture tours in the United States — say another than at present, with accused persons wander- He punched one woman repeatedly around Organised by Sinn Fein
£10,000. ing thg streets on bail for two years or more be- the head and bloodied the nose of the other
A total of £140,0001 fore trial. s SINN FEIN & REPUBLICANISM
S 1 oA 5 3 who went to her aid.
n addition, the increased sentences provided Senior officers gave Bish an ‘excellent char- PUBLIC MEETING
KK - — particularly the five years for joy-riding — Bl . Speaker: Gerry Adams MP
: 5 A acter reference’ in the court and he was given 8pm Th 16th F
More news of circulation problems for the w(n)ll rlmz_an the eventual explosion of the prison , conditional discharge. 2 uﬁmmﬁ::‘ ol
SDLP's election newspaper, the Social Dem- poptiation;jtegitingleveyimorejedeyileans MILFORD

than at present. * XX
_ Ve Ecremon o el cppesion (0 00 The muchpublcied vip of Oemocati
SDLP members in the South-West Antrim idit' of blind § P~ Unionist Party members to Israel is not the
branch are just as reluctant as any others to Y ine fepression. only loyalist excursion abroad to countries
put in the foot-slogging required to spread the *** which are experienced in the ‘defence of de-
news. The British Department of Health’s plans mocracy’.
And even after John Hume had delivered to computerise the social security system, by The UDA has had two of its members vis
a pep talk at an SDLP dinnerdance in the giving everyone a plastic personal identity South Africa to talk to “people involved with
oome Hotel on Friday, January 20th, a card, has extensive implications, particularly the fighting of terrorism™.
bundle of 300 papers was found dumped in the North. According to UDA ‘supreme commander’
when revellers had gone home. A magnetic strip on the card carries all  Andy Tyrie:
*** kinds of information about the holder which “What most impressed us about the border
can only be read by a computer scanner. situation in South Africa was that the govern-
The slagging | gave the trendy lefties of However, although the Brits are preparing ment had adopted a policy of putting farmers
he Workers Revolutionary Party in Britain to .introduce the ‘Big Brother’.scheme, at a on the border who are allowed to fight.

County Donegal
Questions will be invited
from the floor

ocrat, 75,000 copies of which were printed
to launch the give-away eight-pager.

MEETING AGAINST CRIMINAL
JUSTICE BILL & EXTRADITION
3pm Sunday 19th February
Grand Hotel
TRALEE
County Kerry
Everyone welcome

-

PRESENTATION DANCE
(For Ann & Eileen Gillespie and
Ray McLoughlin, recently released

ican POWs from Englishijails)

for their fair-weather support for: liberation cost of millions, they have admitted that there “In South Africa the government does not 10pm Thursday 23rd February
struggles has not gone unanswered. is one big flaw. worry about local or world opinion; it is a Milford Inn

The reply comes in the form of a full-page By simply passing an ordinary toy magnet fight for survival.” MILFORD

: article in their mouthpiece, News Line, on up and down the card’s magnetic strip, the in- Tyrie continued: c°_|':"fI‘IV D""S?"'
Thursday, January 26th, just two weeks after formation can be wiped completely off or “] am also convinced that there is an ex Guest smk‘;,.elf.zn'nv Morrison
my comments were published in this column. totally distorted. change of labour 8o rist P s :

The incensed author begins the lengthy S O ¢ ions, including those in South Africa and Ire PRESENTATION
answer by referring to me as “the resident land.” DINNER & DANCE
ester” of AP/RN. And then reaches the heights Last July, a Brit, only a few days back from Shouldn’t be too hard to spot, | would have (For Ruairi O Bradaigh &
of truly socialist dialectic, several hundred a tour of duty in the North, apparently forgot thought. Daithi O Conaill)
irrelevant words later, with the following: F'idaaf:th:nb:uarv

“Mr Burke,” says News Line, _firmly placing BJYD\::T\‘:!‘;M:\N?:‘:; :“\gu BELLI; G:I‘:M
me among the ranks of the petit bourgeoisie, ARE PROVIDING THE. BRITS FROM NG, QN AL Co;_n!ltly lc.c;;nh

aille

“is a dirty little liar.”

The News Line scribe, Alex Mitchell, has
much more of the same before concluding.
But | have only one thing to say in my defence:

My daddy'’s bigger than your daddy! Sucks!

Ya boo!
b 0.6 ¢

The courageous ‘crime-busters’ of the gardai
were in dramatic action in County Leitrim
again last week — this time in Corlara, near
Drumsna, Carrick-on-Shannon.

The target, on this occasion, was John Mc-
Loughlin, a man in his late 60s — wanted.acros
the country for non-payment of a £5 fine for
taking up an H-Block collection in late 1?80.

Not realising the danger he was in, Mc-
Loughlin had been living at home in the inter-
vening period and was ultimately hunte_d down
there by the hardened of Bal
on Monday, January 23rd.

He was removed first to Carrick-on-Shannon
garda barracks and later, under cover of dark-
ness, transferred to Mountjoy Jail, where. he
had to sleep on the floor on Monday night
due to overcrowding. ¢
On Tuesday evening, no doubt following

VOTE. FOR THE SDLP. ¢ Tickets from Mary Duffy,

46 Slievefoy Park, Dundalk

JOIN
SINN FEIN

SINN FEIN is dedicated to forcing a
British withdrawal from the occupied
six counties, the re-unification of our
country, and the establishment of a
democratic socialist republic.

There are Sinn Fein cumainn through-
out the thirty-two counties and a num-
ber of areas have established supporters’
groups.

If you would like to join Fein,
or find out more about our activities and
our policies, fill in the form below and
send it to: Sinn Fein Head Office, 44
Parnell Square, Dublin 1.

WITH AN EXCUSE FOR
kBEING ON OuR STREETS

1 WILL VOTE. SDLP---
-~ AND BE. SICK ALL
OVER THE POLLING

SDLP AND DRIVE
THE. BRIT\SH ARMY
FROM OUR STREETS!

R A
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WOMEN performers on 7op of the Pops, on BBC1 on
Thursdays, are usually in three categories only: singing solo,
fronting a band, or going ‘woo-woo’ in the chorus.

But recently there have been
more and more bands with wo-
men musicians, playing along
‘just like the men’. No special
clothes, no extra attention from
the cameras, just one of the
group.

Coula it be possible that wo-

The entire county, according
to “The man from RTE”", is a
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hot-bed of “Provo ives”
who go around, as one line des-
cribes them, with “British scalps
around their tummy, pockets
stuffed with stolen money —
says the man from RTE”.

In a perfect lead-in to Fin-
tan Vallely’s song, Treasa David-
son re-broadcast part of an
interview with Frank Harte, a
Dublin architect and collector
of Dublin ballads, which orig-
inally went out on Wednesday
morning, January 25th.

He was being interviewed by
Marian  Finucane, who was
covering for Mike Murphy on
his morning radio show.

Questioned about his request
for The Bold Fenian Men, “es-
pecially in these troubled times”,
Frank Harte replied that he ab-
horred the “double-think about
our fight for freedom”, and con-
tinued:

“It is as if we are supposed
to be ashamed of it now. As if
the Black and Tans were not
that bad.”

He talked about the “British
propaganda machine that

[ 8Y EDDIESTACK |

ACCORDING to one acquaintance, | missed the immortal

television moment of the
d “Harry C

week when David Oollman

is your

it was up to the cinema to inject some life into the drurv

day that it was.

A, may not be
everyone’s idea of a night on
the town, nor might it make
up for missing the aforement-
ioned TV boob, but it gives
pleasurable exercise to the little
grey cells, and is more than
of passing interest to repub-
licans seeing as it deals with
Belfast in 1920 and the seeds
of the unionist state that we
have come.to know and despise.

Firstly, Ascéndancy is the
art film par excellence. Already
lauded by some far-flung film
festival Berlin 1 believe,
where it picked up one of
those arty awards — Ascen-
dancy has trailed the art cine-
mas of Europe, picking up the
odd buck. True to form it
has limped into an art theatre
in Ireland as well and will no
doubt be as welcome in your
local cinema as a VAT increase.

The reasons for this are
clear. Neither John Revolta nor
Olivia Newton-Squirrel appear
in Ascendancy .

Secondly, Ascendancy is very

much a sort of school essay on
the part of its directorcum-
writer, Ed Bennett. Coming
from a Tory background and
educated within the hallowed
portals of Cambridge, our Ed
felt pangs of guilt about doing
so well out of Mater and Pater
and sought his absolution in
Marxist politics. At the time,
his interest in Irish politics
-was minimal:

“I had a sense ol guilt.
I had lived through the height
of the_fighting but like a lot of
English people | would turn
over the newspaper when it
came to Northern Ireland. Peop-
le on the left, where | would
put myself, preferred struggles
where good evil  were
clearly drawn.”

This pretty turgid point of
view took a knock when our
Ed was scrounging around look-
ing for a good idea to make a
film. When the British Film
Institute put up the lolly for
a film about a Protestant ship-
building family in Belfast in

LE CARRANACH I

1S DOICHE gur annamh a iarrtar ar dhuine léirmheas a
dhéanamh ar leabhar a foilsiodh sular rugadh &, ach sin
go direach an rud at4 4§ dhéanamh agamsa anois.

Chuir Enri O Muirgheasa
&acht i gerioch nuair a d'fhoil-
sigh sé an leabhar luachmhar
seo sa bhliain 1915 — bliain

dtdinig mé féin chun

. Chaith Mac Ui Mhuirg-
heasa a shaol ag saothrG ar
son na Gaeilge, agus go mérm-
hér ar son bhéaloideas Gaeilge
Chdige Uladh.

Chnuasaigh sé rannta, dénta
agus seanfhocail as achan chearn
den chdige a raibh an Ghaeilge
beo go f6ill, agus sa bhliain
1915 bhi cainteoiri ddchais in

achan chondag in, Ulsaibh .- fid,.,
o o

amhéin i gCondae an Ddin,
an chéad it sa chiige inar
thosaigh an teanga a ghabhéil
in éag, agus ba mhian leis an
Mhuirgheasach oidhreacht amh-
rénajochta na nUltach a chaom-
hnd mar a rinne An Craoibhin
Aoibhinn le ceolta Chonnacht.

FILI
Nil saothar na bhfili méra
mar Pheadar O Doirnin, An
Dall Mac Cuarta, Padraig Mac
Giolla Fhionddin agus eile sa
leabhar seo mar bhi Enri ag
brathy, leabhar eile a chur amach

throws it back on us, as if it was
our fault. It’s not our fault, it’s
theirs. They left us with a divid-
ed country against the wishes of
the people.”

Harte 'said that popular ball-
ads reflected how people felt at
the time and were an important
record of our history.

It's worth waking early on
Saturday morning to listen to
Playback, and congratulations
to Treasa Davidson for broad-
casting both pieces.

No such kudos for Channel
4, who have re-scheduled the
film about Glasgow’s James
Connolly Flute Band, Green
Flutes, for the third time.

The film was supposed to go
out on January 16th on the
Eleventh Hour series, but-was
withdrawn at the last minute.
Can Channel 4, hailed as the
‘liberal’ and ‘alternative’ channel,
be becoming the same as all the
rest, and operating a system of
Panicky self-censorship?

After the Harrods bombing,

1920, our Ed took to the iib-
raries to research what has
turned out to be a modestly
successful picture on that tur-
moil-ridden period.

ALLEGORICAL

As befits the school-essay
style of this Cambridge grad-
uate, Ascendancy is an allegor-
ical drama where characters
stand for a political opinion
or trend of the times.

Thus, Connie Wintour, the
daughter in this wealthy Prot-
estant family, is paralysed in
her right arm because she was
so shocked by the useless death
of her brotter who was killed
defending the right of -cap
1o’ run. everyone's lives in the
First Imperialist War.

Her role in the film is of
mankind’s conscience or victim
of the system, while her dad,
a glib opportunistic businessman
whose only concern is to get
his ships made on time, stands
for the grinding cog of capit-
alism which exists to chew us
all up for profit.

Wintour Senior is forever

selfrighteously Iacturinq his

Channel 4 cut even a passing ref-
erence to Ireland, or even to
Harrods, out of a number of
Christmas programmes.

And it's not only references
1o lreland that are being cut,
censored or ‘re-scheduled’ as
Channel 4 calls it.

A series by Ken Loach (who
made Cathy Come Home and is
known for his left-wing views in
films and documentaries), show-
ing how British trade-union
leaders have sold out the rarik
and file members has also been
quashed.

Green Flutes is now prom-
ised for Monday, March 5th,
and it will be interesting to keep
an eye out for its appearance —

or non-appearance. -

Monday night’s Panorama on
BBC 1 had a report by Michael
Cockerell on the ‘i ion” of

One sect within the Conser-
vative Party is called Tory Act-
ion, which includes in its mem-
bership 24 MPs, and whose head
is George Kennedy Young, an
MP and a former deputy-leader
of British Intelligence’s MI6.

Tory Action advocates com-
pulsory repatriation of black
and Asian peop! nd wants “a
Britain of white Anglo-Saxon
Christians”.

The regular hate-sheet pub-
lished by Tory Action is full of
racist filth and anti-working-
class propaganda. It is peppered
with references to ‘coons’, ‘pic-
aninnies’ and ‘niggers’. One rep-
ort of a Conservative defeat in a
marginal by-election claimed it
was ‘not surprising, considering
the large number of wogs and
proletarians in the constituency”’.

Don Mudie was a Conservat-
ive in Cl in

the British Conservative Party
by right-wing extremists, most
of whom have direct links to the
fascist National Front and neo-
Nazi paramilitary and pressure

ibly impede the delivery of the
ships on schedule.

The film follows the 1920
riots and the arrival of a sym-
pathetic ish army lieutenant,
ostensibly there to, ahem, “sep-
arate the col s, but in
reality to ensure the mloru—
ment of the unionist state. He
shares Connie's belief in the in-
justice of it all, but don't ask
him to do anything about it.

Eventually, Connie becomes
more and more physically ill
as the sectarian poison is legit-
imised in the form of the
unionist elections. Dad does
okay, though, elected by the
Protestant workers he exploits
in his shipyard.

SIMPLISTIC
. As can be seen, Ascendancy s
plot leans towards simplistic
ideas but the performance of

~Julie_Covingtan as Connie (the

singer of Dont cry for me,
Argentina, would you believe?)
is intelligent and moving. The
crowd scenes are small-budget
and the street rumbles look
very namby-pamby, but the film
makes a creditable stab at the
atmosphere of the period.

The film works best in its
shorter. scenes, such as when
a Catholic servant is intimidated
out of her job by her fellow
Protestant workers when one
of them i hides a

workers about
but uses the Protestant-Catholic
sectarian divide to break up his
workers’ attempts to improve
their living standards and poss-

ina mbeadh amhréin na ndacine
sin, ach t4 danta ann le Cathal
Bui agus Art Bionaid
agus ar ndighe ba fhili méra
iadsan. 5

T4 amhrain ann chomh maith
6 fhill nach gcluintear tracht
orthu go minic — Niall Mac
Cana, Pédraig Pluincéad, Séamas
O Teibhlinn, An tAthair Cathal
Mac Ruairf, Muiris & Moghain,
Padraig O Ceardill agus Liam
Rua O MaolChiarain — cuid
acu nar chuala mé féin iomra
riamh orthu.

Té amhrdin ghra, amhrdin
ghrinn agus olachain agus amh-
rain chrabhaidh le fail sa leabhér
seo, caointe agus marbhnai,
dénta méra fada agus rannta
beaga gearra nach bhfuil iontu
dch ceithre line. | measc na
ndinta crabhaidh t& din na

dén . fior-dlainn a

broken bottle in a bucket
of sand she is spreading with
her bare hands.

Memorable too is the sight

chuala mé féin go minic ag
Mic{ Shedin Néill 6 Baoill i
Rann na Feirste:

A Athair Shiorai, cad & t4 tG.
gabhéil a dhéanamh?

An bhfuil Ta ar ti na flaithis
a bhéna?

Is mér an trua do shiol
Eabha is Adhmha

Bheith ag gabhéil go hifreann
ar bheagén abhair.

SCEAL

Tosaionn an scéal ar neamh
i ndiaidh pheaca an tsinsir
agus an Mac ag caint leis an
Athair, agus “criochnaionn s8
ar Chnoc Chalbhaire agus an
Sland curtha i gerfoch.

Té aithreachas Chathail Bhui'
ann — an fear a ddirt:

“Nach trua an té fuair léann
an tsagairt is a thréig a chreid-
eamh mar gheall ar mhnd."”

the last general election. He is
also the former head of Column
88, a neo-Nazi paramilitary
group which has held training
exercises with European fascists

of a young baton-twirler practis-

ing for the Twelfth of July
parade. The eminent behaviour-
ist Desmond Morris has liken-
ed these parades to the African

a dhéanamh afeasta le Dia

Ag smaoineamh ar gach §it
ina ndearnas peaca ariamh

Och a Ri na nGrésta a ard-
aios gealach is grian,

In éiric a ndéanas fig mé
bodhar dall liath.

Td amhrdin sa leabhar a
bhfuil a bheagdn né a mhérdn
de eolas againn uilig orthu —
macasamhail /s fada mo chosa
gan bhréga, Caitlin Triall, Miire
Ni' Mhaoileoin, amhrdin nach
geluintear ach go hannamh agus
amhrdin nach gcluintear am ar
bith. Ta sGil agam go spreag-
faidh an leabhar seo ceoltGiri
an chdige le cuid de na sean-
amhréin bhredtha a bhiodh &
gcanadh ag &r sinnsir a dhéan-
amh coitianta aris.

Molaim mo sheanchara an
Bréthair Beausang as an leabhar
seo a chur ar f4i
molaim do Ghaeil

JEARLSFORT TERRACE, PHONE 764207
Separate showings daily at 6.00 p.n.

UNIOND,_

and the British army’s Territor- :
ial Reserve. Z

Interviewed by reporters in
his home, a shrine to Adolf Hit-
ler which is full of Nazi relics,
Mudie said:

“Hitler will go down in his-
tory as the saviour not only of
the white man but of mankind.”

hael Codarellsmvuﬂwhon 7
showed widespread support for
the National Front, Tory Action
etc right throughout the party.

Don Mudie is not the only
self-avowed fascist to have been
run as a Conservative candidate,
and the protestations from the
Tory leadership that if they had
known of the connections the
candidature would not have
been ratified rang hollow as Pan-
orama showed photographs and
film of many leading members
of the Conservative Party at ex-
treme right-wing racist marches

and 8.30 p.m

with Jalie Covington

lan Charleson. John Phillips

WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY
EDWARD BEXNNETT

male baboon who tries to en.
sure his superiority over hi
fellow monkeys by bending over
and sticking out his multi-
coloured behind. 3

@ Céad De Cheolta Uladh, le
Enn O Muirgheasa, atheagraithe
ag an mBrith. T S Beausang ::




BY PETER O'ROURKE

COUNTESS Constance Marki vicz, the fi

Westminster parliam
House, County Sligo, in 1868,

Educated privately, she later stud-
jed art in Paris where, in 1900, she
married Casimir Markievicz, a Polish
count. The marriage, however, was not
a success and the count left Ireland to
live in London.

Madame Markievicz, as she was
known, became a follower of Sinn
Fein, though she disagreed with the
pacifism of its leader, Arthur Griffith.
At Easter 1900, with the assistance of
Maud Gonne MacBride, she founded
the women's organisation Inghinidhe na
hEireann, and in 1909, at the suggestion
of Bulmer Hobson, she founded Fianna
Eireann, the republican scouting move-
ment, in Dublin.

During the ‘Great Lock-out’ of
workers in 1913, she organised soup
kitchens in the Dublin slums and became
an officer in the lIrish Citizen Army,
commanded by her friend James Conn-
olly. She served as second-incommand
to Michael Mallon at the St Stephen’s
Green garrison during the Easter Rising
of 1916. Along with the other leaders
of the Rising who were captured by the
British, she was sentenced to death but
the sentence was later commuted.

IRIS

Mac (moch) — A son

Infon (ineen) — A daughter

Athair (ahir) — A father

Mathair (mawhir) — A mother
Buille (bwileh) — A blow
Dearthir (darhaw-ir) — A brother
Deirfidir (derfoo-ir) — A sister
Uncail (unkil) — An uncle

Aintin (awnteen) — An aunt

Mo (my)-and do (your) become m’
and d’ before vowels.

I

Irst woman MP elected to the

'ment, was born Constance Gore-Booth in Lisadell

In the general election of 1918
she was returned from the St Patrick’s
division of Dublin — the first woman
10 be elected to the House of Commons.
As a member of Sinn Féin, she refused
to sit at Westminster and was among
the 73 elected Sinn Fein representat-
ives who founded the First Dail Eireann
in January 1919,

§ha was Minister for Labour from
April 1919 until August 1921, although
she spent much of her time in prison,

Madame Markievicz was vehement in
her denunciation of the Treaty:

“It is the capitalists’ interests in
England and Ireland that are pushing
this Treaty to block the march of the
working people in England and Ireland.”

From its inception she was an ir-
reconcilable opponent of the Free
Sm_e and supported the republicans
_durmg the Civil War, for which she was
imprisoned until 1924. Three years
later she contested the general election
but died, virtually penniless after using
her money to help Dublin’s poor, one
month later.

Constance Markievicz was born on
February 4th 1868.

on gwen in brackets 13
poss sound
T CH wuv\d‘d a5 in LOCH ERNE.

D and T before A, O and U are thick,
spoken with the tongue pressed agaunst
the upper front teeth

d GH are Iike a G far back in

Bhf mac ag Méire — Mary had a son.

T4 infon ag Una = Una has a daughter.

Cé bhfuil do mhlthllr? — Where is
your mother?

Té mo mhathair sa sSipéal agus ti

a haintfn 1§i — My mother is in the
chapel and her aunt is with her.

An bhfuil dearthfir ag Eoin? — Has
Owen a brother?

Té dearthdir agus deirfiGr aige — He
has a brother and a sister.
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) H ERPASA

GONSTANGE MARKIEVIGZ

Nfl mac né infon ag an bhean sin —
That woman has neither a son nor
a daughter.

Tugann m’uncail milsefin dom — My
uncle gives me sweets.

Thug do dhearthéir buille dom — Your
brother hit me (gave me a blow).

Thug d‘aintfn Gl d6 — Your aunt gave
hlm an apple.
PHRASES
1 — Is ait an mac & (is att un moch

— He is a strange type.

bwileh aye) — It is a big blow.

3 — Ddirt m‘athair § (dooirt mahir
aye) — My father said it.

4 — T4 do mhéthair ag teacht (taw duh
vawhir egg tyocht) — Your mother
is coming.

day guounps for the 5th, Brian, From

Mum and Dad.

CUSHINAN, Brian. (Portlacise). Happy
the

hlv(hdiY. Brian. All best. From
Fran

CUSHINAN Brian. (Portlaoise). Happy
birthday, Brlan. See you In March.

From Henry and Clare.
CUSHINAN, Brian. (Portlaoise). Happy
birthday, Brian. From the McElroys.
CUSHINAN, Brian. (Portlaoise). Happy
bmnday, svlan From the Lavertys.

Py

CUSHINAN, Briane (Portlaoise). Birth- -

McCann/Grant Sinn Feln cumann.
DOHERTY, Martin. (Portlaoise). Happy
first_anniversary, Martin. From Derek,
Palmerstown.

MEEHAN, BIll. (Cage 10). Happy
birthday, Bill. | hope Martin and you
find a little way to celebrate. I'll have
an Emmet’s Irish Creme or two for the
Take care. Love from Liz.

Ha
bmnday. Brhn. A|| the best. From mu

USA. xxx

MULLEN, Seamus. (H-Block). Wishing
you all the best, Seamus. From ‘Bottler’
(Portlaoise).

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to Charlie
(Portlaoise). They may have you in their
keeping, but | ha you ln my heart.

Love you always. La
BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to Charlie
(Portlaoise), for your 23rd birthday.
We'll drinkto 1t yet! From your future
brother-in-law B.

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS to Charlle
(Portiaoise). Thinking of you always.
Love and best wishes from your futur
family-in-law.

CURRIE. Deepest sympathy is extend-
ed to Pat Currle on the tragic death of
his parents. Go ndéana Dia trécalre ar
a nanamnacha, From the Meegan/
Harvey Sinn Fein cumann, Inniskeen,
County Monaghan.

CURRIE. Deepest sympathy is extend-
ed to Pat Currie on the recent tragic
loss of his parents. From Peter Conion
and family.

SYMPATHY

DALY. Deepest sympathy Is extended
to the Daly family, Kiimurray, Cull-
oville, County Monaghan, on the death
of Mrs Margaret Daly. From the Keenan/
Doherty Sinn Féin cumann, Carrick-
macross, County Monaghan.

DAVEY. East Derry Sinn Féin com-
s to

(9th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memogy of Vol Sean
Oglaigh na  hi nn, South
Armagh, who died on active sarvice
on February 1st 1975. | measc laochra
na nGael go ralbh a anam. Always
remembered by hls friends and comrades
in Oglaigh na néluum South Armagh.

BOYLE, Sean.

friands George and Mary | Nynu Castle-
blayney, County Monag!

HANNAWAY, Liam. (Jm Anniversary).
in proud and loving memory of our
d Hannaway. (i “Ir

fand unfree shall never be at
Always remembered by Funm, > Mary
and Richard Poyntz, Castieblay

v, Liam. (3rd Anniversary).

ony. ames;
SLOAN, J-m-s Uit Anniversary).

prouvd oving memory of Vols rany
C-mnball,
Belfast
hEireann, who

in proud and loving memory of Vol
Liam Hannaway, whose dedication to
the causs of lr d and her people was
and remains lon o many.

w- must mtn to .muuu his courage

British y
4th 1973. Fualr siad bis ar son na
saoirse. Always remembered by their
friends and comr: the Belfast
Brigade.

DELANEY, Kevin. (4th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of IRA
Vol Keyin ‘Dee’ Delaney, who died on
active service on Jan 17th 1980.
“He who dles for Ireland Iives.” Always
remembered by Dé&irfn and the Golden
family, Dublin.

RANT, Phelim; McCANN, Charles.
(11th Anniversary). In proud and lov-
ing memory of Vojs Phelim Grant and
Charles McCann, Oglaigh na hEireann,
Toome, who died on active service on
February 5th 1972. Fualr siad bis ag
trold ar son saoirse mhulntir na hEi
ann. Always remembered by

iends and comrades in Oglaigh na
hEireann, County Antrim.

v, Llam. (3rd V).
In proud and loving memory f Vol
Liam Hannaway, Belfast Brigade, Oglaigh

na hEireann, who died of natural causes
on February 2nd 1981. Chaith sé a shaol
2g obair agus ag trold ar son saoirse
mhuintir na hEireann. Always remem-
bered by his friends and comrades in
the Belfast Brigad
HANNAWAY, Liam. (3rd Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of my dear
husband Vol Liam Hannaway, Belfast
Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann, who died

of natural causes on February 2nd
1981 Queen of the Gael,
pray for Mass offered. Always
remembel d sadly missed by his

loving wife.

by the John andx arun sinn Féin
cumann, Castleblayney.

KELLY, John. (9th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol John
*Bap’ ley, 2nd  Battalion,

Bri glaigh na hEireann, who died
on active service on January 21st 1975.

Always remembered by the John Kelly <«

Memorial Flute Band, Glasgow.
, Jake. (6th
loving memory of my dear brother VOI
Jake McMahon, who died on January
18th 1978. Always remembered by his
sister Janette and baby Jacqueline.
McMULLAN, Danny. (2nd Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
anny McMullan, South Derry Brigade,
aigh na hEireann, who died follow-
ing a car accident on February 7th 1982.
| measc laochra na nGael go ralbh a
anam. Always remembered by his
friends and comrades In the South Derry
Brigade.
MAGUIRE, Brendan. (11th Annivers-
ary). In loving memory of my
brother Brendan, who was aRntieed
by British troops on February 4th
1973. RIP. You are always In our
thoughts. St Martin, pray for him.
Always remembered by his loving
brother John, sister-inHaw Roisin and
nephews and nieces.
MOHAN, Peadar. (3rd Anniversary). in
proud ang loving memoyy of Vol Peadar
Mohan, Oglaigh na hEireann, County
Monaghan, who died in a car acck
on February 1st 1981. | measc laochra
na nGael go raibh a anam. Always rem-
embered by his friends and comrades in

HANNAWAY, Liam. (3rd
In loving memory of my dear father
Vol Liam Hannaway, Belfast Brigade,
Oglaigh na hEireann, who died on Feb-
ruary 2nd 1981. Always remembered
by his loving son Kevin, daughter-in-law
Lillan, grandsons Leon and Kevin and
granddaughter Tracy.

HANNAWAY, Liam. (3rd Anniversary).
In loving memory of my dear father
Vol Liam Hgnnaway, Belfast Brigade,
Sglaigh na hEireann, who died on Feb-
ruary 2nd 1981. Mary, Queen of the
Gael, pray for him. Always remembered
by his loving son uid, daughter-
indaw Rita and gundmlldnn Mairead,
Rolsin, Bronagh, Grainne and Dmmula.

In loving memory of .my dear father
Vol Llam Hannaway, Oglaigh na hEire-
ann, who died on February 2nd 1981.
Mary, Queen of the Gael, pray for him.
Always  remembered by his loving
daughter Josephine, son-in-law John and
grandchildren Sean, Clara and Kevin.
Y, L V).

In proud memory of our friend and com-
rade Liam Hannaway, who died on
February 2nd 1981. Go ndéana Dia
trécaire ar a anam. Always remembered
by the Clonard/Colin Sinn Féin cumann,
Belfast.
HANNAWAY, Liam. (3rd Anniversary).
In loving memary of Vol Liam Hanna-
way, who died on February 2nd 1981.
Mary, Queen of Ireland, pray for him.

Always remembered and. sadly | missed
by Phyllisand Pat,

Y, Liam. (3r

In loving mlmory D' my lrllnd and com-
e Liam Hannaway, died on
ruary 2nd 1981. Mary, Queen of
Ireland, pray for him. Always remember-
ed by Marie Moore and family.

Y, Llam. (3rd
In proud and loving mem:
dear uncle Vol Liam Hannaway, Belfast
Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann, who died
uary 2nd 1981.
and always remembered by his loving
nephew Gerard McDonnell.

Y, Liam. (3rd V).
The staff of AP/RN remember with
pride Vol Liam Hannaway who died of
natural causes on February 2nd 1981.
His a-muuen o the cause of {irish
to us all.

hairle ceantalr extend:
John Davey and to the Davey famlly
circle on the death of his father.

DAVEY. The Connolly/Hughes/McEI-
wee Sinn Féin cumann, Bellaghy, Coun-
ty Derry, extends sympathy to John
Davey and the Davey family circle on
the death of his father.

Lllm (3rd V).
In proud and loving mory of our
r friend Vol Liam Hannaway, who
died on February 2nd 1981. Proud be
the country that bore him, evergreen

the memory of his soul that has
fled to join the brave soldiers before
him. RIP. Always remembered by his

the County Mon-
aghan. >
MOHAN, Peadar. (3rd Anniversary). In
loving memory of our dear son and
brother Vol Peadar Mohan, who died in
a car accident on February 1st 1981.
On his soul, sweet Jesus, have mercy.
Life goes on In many ways, but mem-
orles of you will never die. Sadly missed. ..
by Mum, Dad and sister Margaret.
MOHAN, Peadar. (3rd Anniversary). In
fond memory of our dear brother
Vol Peadar Mohan, who died in a car
accident on February 1st 1981. “The
dust of some Is Irish earth, among their
nd_the same land that
has taken them to
pray that from their
clay, full many a race will start, of
you, brother, to play as
brave a part.” Missed today, every day
and always by his brothers Philip and
Francls.

MOHAN, Peadar. (3rd Anniversary). I
proud and loving memory of Vol Peadar
Mohan, who. died tragically on active
service, at Clontibret, County Monagh-
an, on February 1st 1981. Mary, Queen
of the Gael, pray for him. Always re-
membered by the John Francis Green
Sinn Fein cumann and all his friends

5 . (3rd Anniversary). The
ar 'Mohan Sinn Fein cumann,
Ballybay, County Monagh embers
with pride the courage and example -
of our friend Peadar, whose dedication
to the cause of Irish freedom was an
Inspiration to_us all. A Volunteer of
Oglaigh na hEireann, we strive daily
to emulate his commitment.
MOHAN, Peadar. (3rd Anniversary). |
ndfi chuimhne Gglach Peadar Mohan,
a fualr bas ar an céad |5 Feabhra, 1981.
“Lay him away on the hiilside, along
with the brave and the bold, inscribe
his name on the roll of fame, In letters
of purest gold.” Always remembered
by the O'Hanlon/McMahon Sinn Féin
cumann, Monaghan town.
MOHAN, Peadar. (3rd Anniversary). In
memory of our dear {riend Vol Peadar
Mohan, Gglaigh na hEireann, who died
in a car accident on February 1st 1981.
Always remembered by Eugene and
Mary McNamee and family, Castle-
blayney.
MOHAN, Peadar. ' (3rd Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of my
dear brother IRA Vol Peadar Mohan,
who died on active service on Febr
1st 1981. Ti
like the smil
loving Tmemories Noid you closs
the passing years. Always remembered
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MOHAN, Peadar. (3td Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of my friend
and comrade Vol Peadar Mohan who
died on February 1st 1981. Always re-
membered with pride by lan (H-Block).

MOHAN, Peadar. (3rd Anniversary). In
memory of my dear friend and comrade
Vol Peadar Mohan, Gglaigh na hEireann,
who died tragically in a car accident on
February 1st 1981. Always remembered
by John,
SAUNDERS, James. (13th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory
James Saunders, Belfast Brigade, 39Illgn
na hEireann, who died on active service
on February 7th 1971. Fuair s& bis ag
trold ar son na saoirse. Always remem-
by his friends and comrades in
the Belfast Brigade.

SLOAN, Jim. (11th Anniversary). In
‘oving memory of our dear son Vol
Jim Sloan, ‘C' Coy. 3rd lullun.
Belfast Brig bglhg B&

who was mur uovm ucnu
on February 4th 1973. Always remem-
bered by his loving mother, father
and Jim, Danny and Kathleen Sloan,
New Lodge Road.
SLOAN, Jim. (11th An
loving memory of my
Vol Jim Sloan, 'C* Coy., - 31¢ Bllllllnn.
Belfast Brigade, who was murdered by
crown agents on February 4th 1973.
Always :um-mbn:d by his sister Ann

nry) In

g
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IN THE LATEST in a series of sectarian attacks on North Ar-
magh nationalists in recent months, a 28-year-old Lurgan man
Daniel Mcintyre was shot dead by a loyalist murder-gang in the

early hours of Friday last, Janu

Mclintyre, an unemployed coach-
builder, was on his way to his Ding-
well Park home in the nationalist
Teghnaven estate. He had spent the
evening at a local GAA club and
then at a disco in the Ashburn Hot-
el.

At about 1.40am, as Mclintyre
walked along the Old Portadown
Road near the junction with Manor
Drive, a car pulled up alongside
him.

Several shots rang out and Dan-
iel Mclntyre fell to the ground, fat-
ally injured, having suffered four
bullet wounds to the head and
neck.

The loyalist gunman coldly held
his weapon to Mclntyre’s head, as
he ensured his victim was dead,

ary 27th.
and then returned to the car, which
drove off through the Teghnaven

estate
INVOLVEMENT
The confident marksmanship of
Mclntyre’s assassin, and the indicat-
ions that the gang had carefully
staked out their escape route, at
one part of which a large force of
RUC had been positioned several
hours earlier, have fuelled local
anxiety at the possibility of RUC
involvement, or connivance, in
Daniel Mclintyre’s murder. It has
also made eyewitnesses reluctant
to come forward, especially as the
RUC has markedly stepped up its
harassment of local youth in the
days following the shooting.
People on the scene that night,

including a local nurse who carried
out first-aid on the victim, were
also angry that there was a delay
of 40 minutes before an ambulance
arrived, an ambulance controller
having stated that they would not
send one without RUC confirmat-
ion of the incident.

The RUC themselves appeared
only at 2,15am, some _five minutes
before the ambulance, even though
an RUC armoured vehicle had been
patrolling not far away shortly be-
fore the shooting.

Next day, after disquiet at the
delayed arrival of the ambulance
became public, the RUC issued
contradictory statements in an at-
tempt to obscure their role in the
incident.

Subsequently, the Protestant
Action Force was linked with the
killing by the RUC, who stated
that the weapon used to kill Daniel
Mclintyre had been used in two
previous sectarian attacks in the

O DANNY McINTYRE

town, one of which had been claim-
ed by the Protestant Action Force.
The name has been frequently
used as a cover by the UVF, and
members of the UDR are at present

facing murder charges for the kill-

ings of nationalists in Armagh
which had been claimed by the
group.

LATEST SHOOT-TO-KILL VIGTIM

° L mden Ga/den:

member of a British army foot

Contrary to initial media reports
of the incident, which claimed that
a British soldier had fired on a stol-
en car after it was driven through a
checkpoint on Belfast’s Springfield
Road, it later emerged that there
had been no checkpoint and it has
been claimed that the car may have
been stationary when thefatal shot
was fired.

Local people who witnessed the
shooting have confirmed that the
car did not drive through a check-
point.

According to the dead man's
mother, Jean Marron:

“When the soldier stepped out in
front of it, the car had already stop-
ped. He pointed the gun through
the driver’s window and my Mark
was supposed to crouch down and
he got it in the back oq

In a panic r

CONTROVERSY surrounds the circumstances in which a 23-
year-old Belfast man, Mark Marron, was shot and killed by a

patrol on Monday night last.
the car reportedly accelerated after
the shooting and drove for a quart-
er of a mile before abandoning it
and running off.
Condemning the shooting, West
Belfast MP Gerry Adams said:
“British troops have no right to
carry arms in lreland, to be in Ire-
land, or to administer foreign laws
in Ireland.”

INVESTIGATION

A major investigation into such
shooting incidents will begin this
weekend when a team of internat-
ional lawyers will arrive in the six
counties to launch an inquiry into
the lethal use of weapons by crown
forces.

This inquiry, which has been or-
ganised by a group of New York
lawyers in conjunction with the
Association for Legal Justice in the

BIIﬂImVIIIE death bid

A NATIONALIST couple and
narrowly escaped death in _a
Friday night, January 27th, in
fast.

The family, travelling home by
car, turned off the Cliftonville
Road into Linden Gardens and,
as soon as they got out of their
car at their front door, two shots
were fired from a maroon-colour-
ed car which had been travelling
hind.

sectarian assassination bid last

their three-year-old daughter

the Oldpark area of North Bel-

One of the bullets struck a door
handle on the driver's side of the
car while another bullet hit the
back seat of the car where, just a
few seconds earlier, the“young
child had been sitting.

The attacking vehicle then sped
off into the loyalist Brookvale "
area.

saw suoh a heavv p

Kilcoo

[_BY mMaEVE ARMSTRONG ]|

FOR A PERIOD of eight hours
on Sunday, January 22nd, a
UDR patrol attempted to
intimidate a 63-year-old wid-
ow and her family who live in
an isolated farmhouse in Kil-
coo, County Down, an area
which is frequently staked out
by the UDR for days on end.

They positioned three landrovers
in the laneway leading to the home
of Mrs Anna O’Hare, which effect-
ively cut the family off from the
main road.

Members of the pa(rol thorough-
ly searched outbuildings behind the
O’Hares’ home, took a number of
photographs, and pulled down a
section of wall in the laneway.

Mrs O‘Hare, who was extremely
unnerved by the experience, and
her daughter Theresa, attempted to
go to 11am Mass, but, when they

@ Dessie O’Ha, whose 63-year-old mother was intimidated by the UDR

intimidation

North, will invite submissions from
witnesses and organisations who
can shed light on the circumstances
surrounding more than one hun-
dred instances since 1969 where
crown forces have shot people dead
in disputed circumstances. Very
few prosecutions and even fewer
convictions have followed such in-
cidents.

Besides interviewing witnesses,
the international tribunal will study
the operation of the coroners’
courts, the Director of Public Pros-
ecutions in the six counties, and
the British Attorney General. Tedwill
also examine the regulations gov-
erning the use of firearms by the
British army, the UDR and the
RUC.

Potentially the most embarrass-
ing feature of the inquiry for the
British will be an analysis of the
‘investigations” which the RUC have
conducted following controversial
shooting incidents.

O’Hare recalls:
“l thought | shouldn't leave
the house while they were hanging
about so | didn‘t go. When | asked
them what they were looking for
and told them that we hadn't
anything, they just said they knew
marandmuld Invewan )

Several hours later, the patrol
was still staked out around the
farm and when her son Dessie
O'Hare tried to drive his tractor |
out to feed livestock, he was jeer-
ed at by the patrol who delayed
him for a penod before he was

Mrs




