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A delegation from Galway County
Council, including Sinn Fein’s Frank
Glynn, is seeking to meet Labour Party
Environment Minister Liam Kavanagh,
who has already refused to meet delegat-
ions which included Councillor Michael
Nevin of Longford and Councillor Eddie
Fullerton of Donegal.

The decision to include the Sinn Fein
councillor in the Galway delegation was
with the agreement of two Fine Gael
junior ministers, who are fellow council-
lors of Frank Glynn.

What makes the Galway delegation
even more controversial is that two Sinn
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RED FAGES

fOR GOALITION?

THE COALITION government is facing another early embarrassment
over its now official ban on meeting delegations of local elected repre-
sentatives which include Sinn Fein members — and this time could find
itself in a public row with its own party councillors.

Fein councillors hold the balance of
power on the council and, in 1979, end-
ed decades of a Fianna Fail stranglehold,
allowing the other parties to share the
chair.

Glynn himself was elected county
council chairperson by the votes of Fine
Gael and the one Labour Party member.

Even more significantly, that one
member is the party chairperson Michael
D. Higgins, who will now be forced to
state where he stands on his party’s un-
democratic policy.

FULL STORY — PAGE 3

|- IIIIIIE AI:IIIIN DEM)

RUC FAIL T0 DISRUPT
DUNLOY FUNERAL

CENTRE
PAGES

v



Leathanach 2 — AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS, Thuriday, March ™ 15t,"1984

OPINION

MARCH 1st

TODAY, Thursday, March 1st, marks the third annivers-
arY of. the beginning of the fateful H-Block hunger-
strike in 1981, which was to claim the lives of ten re-

publican prisoners.

Three years later, memories of those days and the heroic
sacrifices made are as painful as ever. Yet few can fail to
realise that the hunger-strikers’ own view of their sacrifice —
primarily to provide a watershed which would see an arousal
of nationalism strong enough to finally drive the British from

Ireland — was not a vain one.

It is for the rest of us to ensure that the momentum they
created continues to accelerate towards that common goal.
And it is fitting to recall Bobby Sands’ own words, written
in his diary on Sunday, March 1st 1981, that first day of his
hunger-strike, and later smuggled out:

“I believe and stand by the God-given right of the Irish
nation to sovereign independence, and the right of any Irish
man or woman to assert this right in armed revolution. That'
is why | am incarcerated, naked and tortured.

“Foremost in my tortured mind is the thought that there
can never be peace in Ireland until the foreign, oppressive
British presence is removed, leaving all the Irish people,
as a unit, to control their own affairs and determine their
own destinies as a sovereign people, free in mind and body,
separate and distinct physically, culturally and economically.

“I believe | am but another of those wretched Irish men
born of a risen generation with a deeply rooted and.un-
quenchable desire for freedom. | am dying, not just to at-
tempt to end the barbarity of H-Block, or to gain the rightful
recognition of a political prisoner, but primarily because
what is lost in here is lost for the Republic and those wretch-
ed oppressed whom | am deeply proud to know as ‘the risen

people’.

@ The Moyna house

[ svusack mabpen |

CLAIMS by opposition polit

On Wednesday of this week,
Fianna Fail deputy-leader
Brian Lenihan added a further
dramatic twist to the story
when he produced a list in
Leinster House giving the
names of four gardai and a
person believed to belong to
a commercial firm who, he
claimed, should be interviewed
in connection with the bugg-
ing. But despite this material
confirmation of official in-
volvement, calls for an inquiry
were defeated.

Similar attempts to have an
independent judicial inquiry into
the scandal were also rejected on
Tuesday, even though Fianna Fail’s
Michael Woods outlined what he
suggested was either “a saga of in-
credible incompetence and care-
lessness... or something more sin-
ister and even more disturhing”.

Woods said:

“The most likely explanation,
given all the information at our dis-
posal, is that the Moyna phone was
tapped and this failed to yield
the information desired by the

ians that the Coalition govern-
ment has made misleading statements and laid false trails in its
attempt to cover up the bugging of a Dublin house frequented
by Seamus Mallon of the SDLP have ensured that the reverber-
ations of this scandal will continue to buzz in Leinster House
for some time to come, and overflow into the Forum.

Taoiseach and his Minister for
Justice.

“It was then decided to instal
a listening device, and this job
was bungled mainly because of the
meticulous nature of the house-
holder.

“The attempted cover-up failed
and the attempted smear failed.”

NOONAN

In his reply, the Coalition Min-
ister for Justice, Michael Noonan,
speaking for the first time on the
issue, said that the gardai had no
evidence of IRA involvement in the
affair.

However, he later blamed the
IRA in an RTE interview, which
suggests that he would prefer that
no such allegation should appear
on the official records.

Moreover, Noonan, whose stran-
ge silence on the issue had strength-
ened suspicions, considerably wat-
ered down earlier Coalition denials
of garda involvement.

In Leinster House, he simply
said:

“The three men who turned up
at the house in North Dublin were

Thérla seo toisc gur bhronn

agéid in éadan an ghnimh seo.

T4 michld ar an UDR as a
ngnfomhartha barbartha. T4 siad
clinte fiG ag an gCairdinéal O

D’fhégair baill eile nach n-ioc

NIPSA CAINTE

LE CIAN Mac AOIDH

TA ROINNT naisiant6ir tar 8is irf as a mballr %
(Northern Ireland Public Service Alliance), ceann des na cea

inn i o 6 tae d'oi 5
chumainn is m6 sna sé Cho?ﬂIIgSA £500 ar chiste

aiocht i NIPSA

rithe i seirbhisi rialtais.
2 don UDR.
fadh siad a dtailli go rialta mar
hairt don chiste... Bgidh sé ,a';
chumas an_chiste ano’s, a seac

n-oiread nios mé airgid. bhron-
nadh ar bhaintreacha na b_h!ea{
ndh imhlith na

Fiaich agus Cathal O hEochaidh
| I4thair na huaire t4 ochtar com-
halta den reisimint seo de chuid
Arm Shasana &s comhair na ciirte
ar chGis gur dhdnmharaigh siad
Caitliceach in Ard Macha.

Nior chdir, deir lucht na hag-
dide, sintilis ar bith a thabhairt
don chiste seo. Nior chéir, ach go
héirithe toisc nar iarradh cead o
bhaill uile an cheardchumainn ar
dtis.

Ba & san eagran is déanai de
STAFF, nuachtdn NIPSA, a bhfuair
bunds na mball amach faoin chab-
hair airgid a bronnadh ar an reis-
imint mhichlditeach.

De réir tuairisce sa nuachtan
sin:

“Tamall maith 6 shin chinn
combhairle NIPSA ar £25 a bhron-
nadh ar chiste charthanach an
UDR. An mhi" seo caite rinne
muid machnamh ar achaini eile
6n chiste seo... Mar thoradh ar seo
chinn muid ar £500 eile a thab-

rest in Dunloy Cemetery, the

ar ag | /
rmar a bronnadh i 1982.

Hogan home

JUST FOUR DAYS after Volunteer Henry Hogan was laid to

Hogans’ home, and three other
ly raided by the RUC at 6am

nearby h , were simul
on Tuesday morning, February

With arrogant disregard for the
Hogan's bereavement, around two
dozen RUC men forced their way
into the house, breaking the lock
on the front door, and told the
family:

“We are in charge here, you do
what we tell you.”

Margaret Hogan was assaulted
by an RUC woman when she tried
to open a door and throughout
the hour-long raid the family were
confined to one room and subject-

28th.
ed to verbal abuse from the RUC.
Meanwhile, about 70 RUC men
were in the process of raiding the
homes of three of Henry Hogan's
friends, who had been photo-
graphed by the RUC putting up
black flags in Dunloy last Wed-
nesday, following the tragic shoot-
ing.

“Bhi" a fhios ag an ch
go mbeadh an sintigs :':,halfl'
abhar a{ghm’s agus cheapfadh dyip,
go bhfagfadh siad faoi achan  pejy
& a rogha féin a dhéanamp faoi
sintidis seo. Ina bit sin ghlac ‘,-JZ
seasamh polaitiGil a chuirfidp ole
ar gach néisidntéir.”

Ddirt ball amhain de Nipga
i mBéal Feirste Thiar go rajpp
formh6r na n-oibrithe naisidinach
ar buile leis an chomhairle as an
chinneadh seo a dhéanamh,

Ar seisean le AP/RN:

“Is léir go bhfuil comhairlg
NIPSA beag beann ar dhearcagp
na mball néisidnach sa cheary.
chumann. D& thairbhe sin 43
roinnt daoine i ndiaidh a mbaj|.
raiocht a chaitheamh uathu,

raided

under Section 11 of the EPA (Mal-
achy McErlane being arrested in
place of his brother, who was not
at home during the raid).

Sinn Fein’s North Antrim con- *
stituency representative, Pearse Mc-
Mahon, commented:

“The persecution of the Hogan
family and the selective harassment
of Henry Hogan's friends will not
go jced by the ionalis
people of North Antrim.

““These bully-boy actions by the
RUC are intended to crush repub-

Augustine O’Neill, aged eighteen,
21-year-old Seamus Boyle and 19-
year-old Malachy McErlane were ar-
rested and taken to Castlereagh

BUG T0 UNGOVER

lican r to the i / Brit-
ish presence but, the opposite is in
fact the case. Such repression will
inevitably lead to greaterresi 7%

BRIAN LENIHAN \

not acting with the knowledge or
approval of the Minister for Justice,
still less at his igsrigar/on, Neither
were they acting on the say-so of
the head of the Garda Siochana.”

Noonan was apparently being
careful not to exclude the possibil-
ity of some ‘unofficial’ garda in-

HORNET

@ MICHAEL NOONAN

S NEST?

volvement. And speaking from a
prepared script, he merely asserted
that he, as Minister for Justice, had
not or!ered it, not had he known
anything about it, and that the
garda commissioner had not order-
ed it. But he did not give an opinion
of whether he thought the commiss-
ioner knew anything about it.

And the speculation on Wednes-
day night was that Lenihan’s list
could yet lift the lid on a whole
hornet’s nest of official and unoffic-
ial garda bugging and telephone-
tapping which will more than av-
enge the drubbing that Fianna Fail
received over Sean Doherty’s sur-
veillance activities.




Galway challenge to Coalition ban

BY JACK MADDEN

IN A MOVE which will seriously
embarrass the Dublin government,
Galway county councillors, including
two Coalition junior ministers, agreed,
last Monday to include Sinn Fein
County Councillor Frank Glynn in a
dglegatmn which will seek a meeting
with Coalition Environment Minister
Liam Kavanagh.

Less than a week after the Coalition
Cabmeg imposed a rigid boycott on
dt_elegatlons which include members of
Sinn Fein, the Galway decision will
particularly incense Kavanagh who, as
one of the prime supporters of the
boycott policy, has now to show his
anti-democratic colours for the third
time in recent months.

Neither John Donnellan nor Paul Con-
naughton, both junior ministers in the Coal-
ition government, raised any objection when
Glynn, along with three members of Fine
Gael and four members of Fianna Fail, was
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nominated as a member of the eight-p
delegation.

The only Labour Party member on the
council, Michael D. Higgins, was absent from
the meeting but none of his 11 Fine Gael
colleagues on the council voiced any oppos-
ition when Glynn was proposed by another
Sinn Fein council member, Paddy Ruane,
and seconded by Tom Welby of Fianna Fail.

One Fine Gael councillor, Padraic Mc-
Cormac, queried what the council would do
if Kavanagh refused to meet them, given
Glynn’s inclusion on the delegation, but, as
he pointed out after the meeting, his query
was not meant as a criticism of Glynn.

DELICATE BALANCE

On Galway County Council an amalgam-
ation of members including Fine Gael, in-
dependents, Sinn Fein and one Labour
member holds a majority of one over Fianna
Fail, who have 15 councillors.

While this delicate balance of power has
obviously influenced Fine Gael's decision

SINN FEIN CAMPAIG

® FRANK GLYNN

not to oppose Frank Glynn, there is also,
as a number of councillors told him, wide-
spread resentment amongst Fine Gael local
elected representatives who believe that the
boycott policy against Sinn Fein has been
orchestrated by the Labour Party ministers
in the Cabinet. As Frank Glynn points out:

® PAUL CONNAUGHTON
at the council meeting:

“| was selected as a member of this
council and | have never propagated viol-
ence on Galway County Council. | intend
to take my place on the deputation.”

If asked to ‘publicly dissociate himself
from the IRA campaign of violence’, as is
now ded if the ban is to be lifted on

“Many Fine Gael me are

that this boycott was taken without refer-
ence to grass-roots reality. They recognise
that Labour is reacting to being beaten into
fourth place by Christy Burke in the Dublin
by-election which followed George Colley’s
death and they see the boycott policy as a
case of the tail wagging the dog.”

VIOLENCE
Having served as a county councillor since
1967, and as chairperson of the council in
1979, Glynn, along with his Sinn Fein coll-
eague Paddy Ruane, who has been a coun-
cillor_for 29 years, made his position clear

a councillor, Glynn says that he will refuse
to do so:

“Violence is a word that is being bandied
about a lot these days, but to look at viol-
ence in the context of the North, without
looking at the overall context in which
that violence takes place, is totally unfair.

“How can a government which talks to
the British, who are perpetrators of violence,
or welcomes Reagan, who is responsible for
violence on a global scale, to Ireland, pre-
tend to be concerned about violence?”

After serving a one-month jail sentence
last year for refusing to pay his television
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@ JOHN DONNELLAN

licence because of the censorship of Sinn
Fein on RTE, Glynn sees the current boy-
cott against Sinn Fein elected representatives
as a further attack on freedom: »

“They are dictating who they will toler-
ate as elected representatives.”

FIANNA FAIL

Pointing out that since Fianna Fail leader
Charles Haughey has stated his opposition
to the boycott policy, he would expect
Fianna Fail members on the delegation to
also withdraw if Kavanagh refuses to meet
him, Glynn adds that even Fine Gael mem-
bers should oppose such a boycott:

“Only this week | received a letter from
a Fine Gael minister asking for a favour from
me. They would be playing a dirty game if
they refused or were afraid to do publicly
what they do in private or maintained con-
tact with me only where it suits them.”

HITCH’

BACK TO THE BALLOT BO

BY EAMON TRACY

NOMINATION papers for two Sinn Fein candidates, Sean Mc-
Knight and Peter Sherry, who are standing in the two local
council by-elections later this month,
day, February 24th, and Monday, February 27th.

were handed in on Fri-

In a surprise move to block
the Sinn Fein candidate stand-
ing in Dungannon, Kieran O*
Donnell, who was originally
chosen to stand in Urban Area
‘D’ of Dungannon District
Council, was informed on Fri-
day morning, February 24th,
that because he had served a
prison sentence of more than
three months in the previous
five years, under the 1972
Local Government Act, he was
barred from standing.

Kieran O’Donnell, who had earl-
ier been informed by the chief
electoral officer for the North that
there were no problems with his
candidature, was released in Nov-
ember 1983 after serving nearly
3% years on an IRA membership
charge.

Sinn Fein, after urgent consult-
ations, chose Peter Sherry, aged
29, to replace Kieran O’Donnell,
and he lodged his nomination
papers later that day.

The SDLP, who have made great
efforts to avoid electoral confront-
ation with Sinn Fein, would not
nominate a candidate.

WITHDREW
Michael McLaughlin, a former

nationalist councillor whose resig-
nation from the council over un-
ionist efforts to refuse him access
to expenditure details for the prev-
jous local government elections led
to the by-election, withdrew his
nomination papers on Saturday,
leaving the by-election as a straight
fight between Sinn Fein and an
agreed candidate, David Alexander
Murphy.

The by-election takes place on
March 22nd and Sinn Fein believes
that if the nationalist vote swings in
behind Sherry then he can win the
seat, in spite of a small loyalist
majority. The unionists, however,
will be all-out to see that this
doesn’t happen.

SHERRY

Peter Sherry is married with
two young daughters and lives
locally on the Ballygawley Estate
in Dungannon. 2

He was a republican prisoner ins
the Cages of Long Kesh from Nov-
ember 1974 to May 1978.

More recently, he was held in
Crumlin Road on remand for
21 months until October 1983,
when Patrick McGurk retracted
statements against him.

Since then, he has worked as a
full-time voluntary worker in Sinn
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Dungannon by-election candidate

@ PETER SHERRY

Fein’s Dungannon office.

_ McKNIGHT

Sean McKnight, the Sinn Fein
candidate in Area ‘F’ by-election
for Belfast City Council, lodged
his nomination papers on Monday
morning, February 27th. Six can-
didates are now fighting for the seat,
three unionists, one Workers Party
and two nationalists.

The seat, which has an elector-
ate of 16,568 people, covers the
Clonard, Falls, Markets, Donegall
Road and Cromac areas and is fair-
ly evenly balanced between nation-
alist and loyalist voters.

Sinn Fein’s Joe Austin, chair-
person of the regiugal executive,

IR RS
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n (election agent)
has urged the electorate 1o volc i1
Sean McKnight, saying:

“Sean McKnight runs three ad-
vice centres and has a proven record
of concern for the people of the
area and the conditions in which
they live, unlike his opponents in

Sean McKnight with Mick Conlon (director of elections), Fra McCann and Frank

the oo i anu the varous unionist
parties.

“Sean has consistently opposed
the use of paid perjurers and
show trials by the British govern-
ment in their campaign of repress-
ion of the nationalist people.”
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THOUSI_\NDS of people from all parts
of Dublin marched through the city
yes_terday in a huge demonstration of
their determination to rid their com-
munities of the drug menace.

The residents of St Teresa’s Gar-
deqs, one of the first areas to organise
against the drug pushers, appropriat-
ely headed the march, followed by
contingents from Chamber Street,
Marrowbone Lane, Fatima Mansions,
Bridgefoot Street, Crumlin and Tall-
aght.

In Parnell Square they joined groups from
Dominick Street and Hardwicke Street,
Ballymun, Ballyfermot, Coolock and Drim-
nagh.

Four former drug addicts carried a coffin
and a skeleton, above which was the slogan:

“Heroin caused this. This man tried all in
‘vein”.”

There were many school-children on the
march, and even a party of boy scouts in
uniform, as well as old people, teenagers and
parents with babes in arms.

The composition of the march was a
dramatic answer to the establishment polit-
icians and hysterical establishment media,
who have branded the anti-drug committees
as ‘vigilantes’, and a show of unity in the
face of the attempts at intimidation when
supporters of the committees in St Teresa’s
Gardens and Hardwicke Street were shot at.

POLITICIANS

On Tuesday, at a meeting in Leinster
House, several politicians demanded that the
gardai move against the anti-drug commit-
tees, and stamp them out, once again calling
the concerned parents ‘vigilantes’, showing
their fear of the people’s ability to take
action on their own.

At Leinster House, a statement was hand-
ed in from the central committee of the
Concerned Parents Against Drugs Campaign
demanding real action from the government,
not empty expressions of concern. The state-
ment said:

“We who have lived with the problem of
drug abuse in the past few years have been
treated with contempt and arrogance by
governments, their departmental officials,
their statutory bodies, and indeed some
irresponsible sections of the media...

‘“We do not want to hear excuses, apol-
ogies, political speeches or cliches. We want
action! Our lives and the future of our child-

BY JANE PLUNKETT

OVER 500 WOMEN, including moth-
ers pushing prams, young girls and
pensioners, came together in a torch-
light march up West Belfast’s Falls
Road last Thursday night, February
23rd, in protest against sexual violence.

The successful march was called by an ad-
hoc group of women who had decided, at
a public meeting the previous Sunday, to
begin organising on the issue.

Local women’s awareness and anger at
the problem has been heightened recently
by a spate of brutal sexual attacks in West
Belfast, and Thursday's considerable turn-out
was achieved at only four days’ notice.

Promptly at 7.30pm, the marchers, in-
cluding contingents from several other areas
of the city, assembled outside the Falls
Women'’s Centre. As they marched towards
the bottom of the Whiterock Road, for a
rally, the numerous placards and confidently
shouted slogans stressed the right of women
and children both to go about their lives
free from sexual harassment.

Several times, women briefly paused to
rebut sexist jibes passed by some male by-
standers, pointing out how these trivialise
rape.

DETERMINATION

The exhilaration and determination of the

- A e
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DEMONSTRATION GIVES LIE TO

ANTI-DRUG AGTION D

® Male and female, young ai

ren depend on it!”

MEASURES

The campaign’s demands include strong
measures to deal with pushers and the im-
mediate improvement and increase in facil-
ities for their victims, together with drug
education in schools and the control of
advertisements for any drugs, including
alcohol.

Their most important demand however, is
that they be listened to, and that they get an
immediate response to their demands. A
copy of the statement was also left at the
Department of Justice.

No one from the committees would
speak to the establishment press, and there
were bitter and angry criticisms of news-
papers and of RTE, especially Today To-
night, for their distorted and sensationalist
coverage of the campaign’s work.

In the areas affected by drugs, the meet-
ings and patrols continue.

Last Wednesday week, February 22nd,
a meeting in Fatima Mansions, attended by
about a hundred people, agreed that a

Y
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ment media and pol
watch should be kept on flats suspected
of being used by pushers, and also that they
should take action to stop the flats being
used as a race-track for stolen cars.

On Friday night, February 24th, one of
the flats’in question was visited and the oc-

March against rape

roisy crowd, despite an underlying serious-
ness, was noted by many as women, always
the backbone of marches up the Falls Road,
for once marched to highlight their own
specific oppression.

At the short rally which followed, chai;ed

@ As the placard says, rape is nothing to be laughed about

by Maura Campbell, a worker at the Falls
Women's Centre, a speaker from the Rape
Crisis Centre pointed out that rape and
sexual attacks against women occur daily
throughout the country. Explaining the
advice and support the centre offers to vic-

S T AT Vithy

@ The anti-drugs groups remain united and determined — despite the combined attacks of the establish-
cians, and the drug pushers themselves

cupant told to leave; three youths, caught
stealing in the flats, were also barred from
Fatima. The residents then met again, on
Sunday, and arranged to get the pusher's
empty flat boarded up to prevent it being
used by other pushers or addicts.

tims, she strongly denounced the ‘myth’
that women ‘ask for rape’ by the way they
dress or by walking alone at night.

This theme was picked up by the next
speaker, local mother Ann Murray, who
argued that women could expect no help
from the RUC and could only rely on them-
selves. She commented:

“I'm only an individual and | have no
answers. But the women in this area would
be a big force to be reckoned with.”

The final speaker, Goretti McDonnell, of
the Falls Women’s Centre, pointed out.the
need for women to begin organising “in our
own streets and areas”. She stressed:

“It’s up to us. Don't sit caged in your
own home — get out, show strength, show
that we won't be deterred.”

CAMPAIGN

At a well-attended meeting in the Falls
Women’s Centre the following Sunday,
February 26th, further plans were made to
build the campaign locally. y %

In the past fortnight, the centre has recei-
ved numerous individual offers of help, and
local meetings are being arranged in several
areas, including Gort na Mona and St James's.

One group of local parents last week
initiated a useful meeting with their school
authorities on improving security for their
children, a positive move which the meeting
felt should be encouraged. .

In order to monitor the scale of sexual
attacks in West Belfast, the meeting appealed
to local women to report all incidents to the
Falls Women's Centre, at 170a Falls Road,
which offers confidential advice and assis-
:azn:;:e The centre’s phone number is 238-

=




l BY HILDA MacTHOMAS |

EBOP(?SALS put into Garret FitzGerald’s mouth by James
rior during the last Free State general election campaign have
emerged again this week in accusations from unionist politicians
and in further speculation about the ‘joint sovereignty/joint sec-
urity’ element, which both FitzGerald and Hume are anxious to
include in the forthcoming Forum report.

According to a story published in the Daily Telegraph and
the London Times, which claims to reflect current thinking
among British army and RUC strategists, the RUC is to be ex-
panded from its present 8,000 to 12,000 over a number of years,
while the UDR would be gradually wound down, because, the
report says, it “has never been able to find acceptability” with
Northern nationalists. While the RUC officially discounted the
figures, it confirmed that it has applied for an immediate in-
crease of 500 officers. No comment was forthcoming from the

UDR headquarters.

Unionist reaction was immediate
and furious, as always when ‘their’
regiment is being attacked. Former
UDR Major Ken Maginnis, now the
Official Unionist MP for Fermanagh/
South Tyrone, praised his old reg-
iment and excused the sectarian
murders committed by members of
the force saying:

“It is understandable that a few
of them should feel bitter.”

DUP leader lan Paisley denounc-
ed the “campaign of vilification”
against the UDR, and noted that,
compared to the RUC, the UDR
operated roadblocks with “more
vigour” — a reference no doubt to
UDR roadblocks such as the one
at which members of the Miami
Showband met their deaths.

The Workers Party, after a meet-
ing with _RUC chief John Hermon
on Tuesday, issued a statement ap-
plauding the report, and calling for
a ‘“primacy of the police”, and
more RUC.

BACK DOOR

The unionist parties linked the
report to the fact that in Westmins-
ter last week British direct-ruler
James Prior failed to deny an alleg-
ation that the Brits are considering
the setting up of a cross-border
joint security commission with the
Free State. ‘Joint security’ is seen
by unionists as the ‘backdoor to
joint sovereignty’, itself a ‘halfway

—
‘BUSWORKERS WON'T ACT AS MUCKSPREADERS’ — NBU

house to a united lIreland’. The
whole issue was met immediately
by accusations of ‘sell-out’ and
‘betrayal’.

The DUP — whose leader lan
Paisley donned his clerical hat last
Sunday to call on all Free Presby-
terians to arm themselves in ‘self-
defence’ — organised a press confer-
ence on Tuesday, February 28th, in
order to publicly pledge “total and
absolute resistance”’ to the alleged
British strategy.

DROMADD

Such a ‘security commission,
however, would do little more than
formalise the close collaboration
which has existed for many years
between the Brits and RUC, and
the Free State government and
gardai. Nevertheless, such a com-
mission could hardly be justified
to the Free State voters if it involv-
ed official co-operation with the
UDR, especially after the Drom-
add episode last month. On the
other hand, a winding down of the
UDR could be held up to people in
the South as an example of the
Brits conceding the demands of
Northern nationalists.

The idea of a ‘joint police force’
is, of course, not new and its prev-
ious airing caused Garret-FitzGerald
some embarrassment during his
election campaign in November
1982, as James Prior, then on a trip
to the US, had disclosed the Fine
Gael leader’s proposals before they

MY faf ds
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UNIONISTS FURIOUS AT RETURN OF “JOINT POLICE’ PLANS.

‘Backdoor to halfway house

N vsbrud T B

SO WA — i dosnmein

@ Would the RUC replace the UDR en
were even uttered — thus handing
the ‘scandal’ to Fianna Fail on a
silver platter.

What is not being said is that just
a$ the UDR recruited heavily from
the disbanded B-Specials, the RUC
would find its natural recruitment
grounds among ‘wound-down’ UDR
members.

Both London and Dublin could
then go with a will at republican
resistance, and if the question of
‘security’ was settled, the question
of sovereignty could, in their cal-
culations, become safely irrelevant
again.

CONSUMPTION

Whilst this joint republican-bash-
ing, dressed up as ‘joint sovereignty’
by the Forum for twenty-six coun-
ty consumption, has obvious at-
tractions to the British and Free
State governments, it is finding
no takers even amongst the more
‘moderate’ unionists.

An Alliance Party discussion
document, released on Monday,
February 27th, deals mostly with
joint sovereignty, one of the
three options considered by the
Forum. Joint sovereignty, Alliance

War over
‘World’ story

BY RITA O'HARE ]

A CIE trade union has deliv-
ered a resounding rebuff to
the latest blatant example of
scurrilous sexism in lIreland’s
biggest-selling Sunday ‘news-
paper’.

A front-page story last Sunday,
February 26th, in the Sunday
World’s usual ‘Sex! Shock! Horror!
Scandal!” style, has resulted in-the
National Busworkers Union putting
a ban on the handling of all news-
papers from Independent Newspap-
ers Ltd, which owns the Sunday
World.

The article, headlined Sexy High
Jinks in CIE, alleged affairs be-
tween women conductors and their
male colleagues in CIE during work-

ing hours and on CIE premises.

It referred to “attractive bus
conductresses” in a “sex-shocker”
having relations with married in-
spectors, and to ‘one woman‘ who
was “using her body” to get pro-
motion. As usual, the paper offered
not one iota of evidence to support
its claim.

After a meeting on Mondaya
February 27th, between the NBU,
the ITGWU and CIE management,
a statement was issued on behalf of
all three, protesting against the
article and declaring that approp-
riate action would be taken against
the Sunday World. CIE manage-
ment, however, are not backing the
NBU action in blacking the Sunday

de dent, Irish Independent and
the Evening Herald.

Michael Sweeney, spokesperson
for the National Busworkers Union,
says that the ban is on ‘indefinitely’,
and Tom Darby, secretary of the
NBU said in an interview on RTE
on Tuesday that if they could not
stop the Sunday World ‘printing
muck’ then they were certainly not
going to spread it for them. He
added that his members would also
be urged not to buy the newspapers.

The National Busworkers Union
is expressing the disgust and anger of
its members at the Sunday World's
unfounded allegations, which are
written merely for the salacious
titillation of the journalists who
dream them up and those who read
them. CIE workers see these press
stories as part of the sexual harass-
ment and oppression of women
workers in general.

@ Prior and FitzGerald have already discussed plans for a joint police force

argues, would not alleviate the fears
of loyalists. Nor would the Re-
publican Movement find it accept-
able, Alliance continues, not to
mention the serious difficulties
presented by the divergent attitudes
of Dublin and London on defence
and NATO, the disparity in wage
and income tax levels, and the

problems of dual
representation.

The Alliance document must
come as a bit of a blow to Hume
and the Coalition, whose very
argument in favour of joint sovere-
ignty was precisely that it would
appear as ‘negotiable’ to the Brits
and the unionists.

parliamentary

—
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BY JACK MADDEN

AFTER A THREE-MONTH campaign, students have scored a
victory in their battle against the withdrawal of medical cards
from young people aged between 18 and 25. And despite at-
tempts by Coalition Health Minister Barry Desmond to de-
tract from this victory, it is clear that the concerted protest
campaign, launched by student leaders in USI, forced major
concessions from Desmond's cut-back plans.

As protests escalated in rec-
ent weeks, with more students
being forcibly evicted from
their occupation of Desmond's
Health Department in Dublin’s
Customs House, on Friday,
February 24th, it became clear
that students throughout the
twenty-six counties were pre-
pared to support and, if nec-
essary, join their seven im-
prisoned colleagues in Mount-
joy Jail.

Negotiations to resolve the sit-
uation were precipitated when the
North Western Health Board ob-
tained an injunction prohibiting
students from Sligo and Letter-
kenny Regional Technical Colleges
from occupying health board prem-
ises in the region. And when Johnny
Harte, president of Letterkenny
Students Union and a member of
the USI executive, threatened to
defy this injunction, his father,
Fine Gael deputy Paddy Harte,
decided that it was time that the
dispute was settled.

After visiting the Mountjoy
seven, Harte agreed to act as an
intermediary between the students
and Desmond. There followed a
flurry of activity, with Harte to-
ing and fro-ing between Mountjoy
and Desmond no less than six
times up to midnight on Friday,
February 24th.

By Saturday morning these ne-
gotiations had progressed to the

point where Desmond phoned im-
prisoned student leader Joe Duffy
twice, confirming that he ‘wanted
to end all the hassle’.

LETTER

A letter was drafted by the stud-
ents, outlining their position that
the issue would be settled only if
students were assessed for medical
cards on the same basis as every-
body else “using the same criteria
as every other lic includir

their family circumstances where
applicable”.

Further demands that the chief
executive officer of the Health
Board interpret the conditions of
eligibility for medical cards as
broadly as possible and that no
students lose their medical cards
pending a final decision on their
claim, were included in this letter
which was sent to Desmond, who
replied:

| agree with the interpretation
of the position as set out in your
letter.”

This was a big climb-down on
Desmond'’s part, given that he had
previously stated that students
would have- to re-apply for cards
which were automatically with-
drawn from them. He had gone
even further when, in advertise-
ments published in the press on
January 9th, he announced that
students were entitled to medical
cards “only if their parents have
medical card eligibility”.

Since Desmond had conceded

X

® Students occup—'y the Eastern Health Board offices in Dublin’s Thomas Street at the start of their fight-back

their demands, the student protest

care for a particular illness, and be

ended, and later that evening the satisfied that no hardship will be

seven prisoners were released.

ACHIEVEMENTS

Outlining the achievements of
the protest campaign, US| spokes-
person Ivan McPhillips said:

“Whereas students had to prove
their eligibility for medical cards
before this, the onus of proof
has now shifted onto the Depart-
ment of Health.

“Besides removing the threat of
automatic disentitlement we have
won for students the right to retain
their medical cards pending re-
assessment.

“In cases where they are consid-
ering withdrawing medical cards
from particular students, the health
boards must now take into consider-
ation special circumstances where a
student may require regular health-

Goalisland complaints

BY JANE PLUNKETT

A YOUNG Coalisland couple
are living in damp conditions,
in a house whose unsafe and
exposed electrical wiring threa-
tens the lives of their three
young children, because of the
Housing Executive’s neglect of
essential repairs.

The Canal Place home of Lucia
and Hugh Hegarty, which is around
35 years old, like other houses in
the estate, still has its original elect-
ric wiring, and obsolete round-
pin sockets. None of the upstairs
lights can be used, because the

wiring is exposed and frayed.
According to 24-year-old Hugh
Hegarty:

“There’s no wall plugs upstairs
either, or in the living-room. The
wires are lying bare. The fireplace is
hanging off the wall and we can’t
use the coal fire. In the children’s
bedrooms the windows are rotten
and dampness comes through.”

Since the family moved into the
house in October 1982, the Hous-
ing Executive has failed to do any
repairs, despite Hegarty’s frequent
complaints, and he is convinced
that the Executive are intent on
punishing the family because the}™
are not technically legal tenants

though they pay use and-occup-
ation rent of £13 a week.

In fact, even as squatters, the
Hegartys are entitled to weather-
proofing and some other essential
repairs.

ESSENTIAL

But legal tenants in Canal Place

® Frayed wiring renders the upstairs lights useless

also have complained to local Sinn
Fein advice workers of waiting
months, without success, for the
Executive to carry ‘out essential
work.

And, as Hugh Hegarty points
out, the Executive failed to mend
the badly leaking roof of the fam-
ily’s previous home, in nearby Gort-
gonis Park, where they were legal
tenants. Several rooms were sever-
ely damp and after a fruitless five-
year wait on the housing transfer
list (despite several doctors’ letters
supporting their claim for rehous-
ing on medical grounds), their in-
tolerable living conditions forced

- the couple to reluctantly abandon

their legal tenancy and squat.

Now, while the Housing Exec-
utive delays, Hugh and Lucia Heg-
arty are bringing up their three
children, the youngest of whom is
less than 14 days old, in a house
lacking adequate heating and whose
electrical wiring is potentially leth-
al. According to Lucia Hegarty:

“The wee boy is 15 months old
and is creeping around the living-
room. I'm running backwards and
forwards pulling him away from the
hroken socket, and I've enough on
my hands with two other young
children.”

caused.

“’Contrary to what Desmond has
said since this agreement was reach-
ed, we never claimed automatic en-
titlement to medical cards, and this
was pointed out in the letter sent

by the imprisoned students to him. *

What we did demand was that stud-
ents, like everybody else, bejut{ged
for eligibility by the same criteria as
apply to other young people, so
that if they live away from home
then this would be taken into con-
sideration.”

TREATMENT
Speaking of his treatment while
in prison, 'Shane McCarthy who,
along with another of the seven
jailed students, Finbarr Cullen, is
a member of Sinn Fein, said:
“When we were taken to Mount-

Jjoy one Screw who met us saw our
Sinn Fein badges and commented:
‘The last Sinn Fein student we got
in here we hanged.” He then pointed
to the Kevin Barry plaque on the
wall. And although we were given
back our personal belongings on
our release, the Sinn Fein badges
were missing.

“Besides that, it wasn't too bad.
We were in the training unit and all
the other prisoners were very sup-
portive. One thing that | noticed
was that, as students, we were given
all sorts of privileges such as unre-
stricted visits, while other prisoners
were denied such things.

“There was never any question
of us giving up because we all knew
that the campaign would eventually
be won. All of us were prepared to
stick it out until that victory had
been won.”

KILCORMACK

DISGRACE

BY AINE MOORE

~

JAMES LILLY, a 68-year-old man from the Kilcormack Estate
in Enniskillen, is living in conditions that are a severe risk to his
health, due to the refusal by the Housing Executive to carry out
even minimal repairs or to consider him for a transfer to hous-

ing more suitable to his needs.

Five weeks ago, the house, in
Foxhill Close, was badly damaged
by flooding when water-pipes burst
in the attic. There are gaping holes
in two of the ceilings and wallpaper
is still peeling off the walls.

The dampness in the house has
forced James Lilly, for health reas-

“It is untair of the Executive to
deliberately cultivate a situation
where tenants in a nearby estate feel
that they are ‘better’ than those in
Kilcormack.

“Once a family is housed on this
estate it is impossible to obtain a
transfer .to any other estate. Such
an attitude only perpetuates the

ons, to stay with his children, which
means moving constantly from
house to house.

Kilcormack is one of the sever ely
disadvantaged estates in Enniskillen
where the majority of tenants are
unemployed. A Sinn Fein spokes-
peison commented: i

p with and
poverty.

“The Executive’s inaction means,
in effect, that this house will be-
come another unoccupied house
in this estate, and then they wonder
why there is vandalism and neglect
of houses in Kilcormack.*

Je

Victory for student campaign @
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In the past, warder:
consns‘emly used prisors\err;a‘;i
Pawns in their battles with
the Free State Department of
Ju§t|ce to retain their highly
paid overtime benefits coup-
led with the low workioad
due to overstaffing.

At present, in Portlaoise Prison

BY Si08HAN OMALLEY

Prison crisis looming

the South and in Portlaoise in
there are twice as many warders as
there are prisoners, while in other
uropean countries there are al-
:vr:vs far more prisoners than ward-

The number of warders in the
South has risen from 774 in 1977
to 1576 in 1983. The wages bill
1o_r warders in Portlaocise and Lim-
grlckaprisons alone was £7.5 million
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Tension has been building up in

the prisons, carefully nurtured by 5
the warders for their own ends.
Beatings of prisoners, such as the
attack on Gerry Tuite in Port-
laoise recently, are calculated to
create an atmosphere in the prison
that will justify more warders and
even more overtime.

Last September’s major riots in
Mountjoy were a direct result of
the warders’ actions — refusing to
unlock prisoners for recreation or E&
exercise, and refusing to supervise §
visits — which were carried out as .
part of a dispute with the Depart- 5 2 d d-
ment of Justice but whose victims %1 2 3

were, inevitably, the prisoners.

GROWING CRITICISM OF SHOW

BY JANE PLUNKETT

RI_E-EMPHASISING the Britis|
bribed perjurers to secure co

:vi!:;;lemme'&'s '(\:lontinued determination to use
¥ > € ons in the North’s colonial ts, the Brit
c/i\etft:r:zerhse:;;ﬂfa:; dhillsg:rléze.lwzlavers, on Monday once algair(:O:trtempted to
criticism from British Laboulr Pasystem ~ butiin the face of growing public

® Portlaoise Prison

&%

Amnesty International.

rty MPs, and from the human-rights body

On Frld_ay,‘Amnesty revealed that
the organisation’s secretary-general
j'homas Hammarberg, had raised thé
issue last year with British direct-ruler
James Prior.

.An article in the journal of Amnesty’s
British section (which in the past has been
np(ab}v reluctant to criticise human rights
V|o|a_t|ons in the British-ruled six counties)
admits to ‘reservations’ about the standard
of proof required to obtain convictions in
the North’s non-jury courts,

Amnesty’s objections centre on the un-
reliability of convicting men and women
solely on the uncorroborated word of
alleged accomplices, especially, it points
out, when the latter have been offered in-
ducements, including immunity from pros-
ecution, in exchange for their evidence.

The long periods, frequently more than

a year, which such individuals spend in RUC
custody, Amnesty adds, means “that the
police have ample opportunity to unduly
influence their testimony”".

LUDICROUS

Amnesty also, in muted fashion, casts
doubt on the ludicrous system whereby, ac-
cording to British law as it operates in the
North's Diplock courts, a judge is required to
issue himself, in his capacity as both judge
and ‘jury’, with a solemn and legally re-
quired warning of the dangers of convicting
on uncorroborated evidence from alleged
accomplices.

Many of these points were rejterated by
Labour MPs in the Westmins(er’)av[iament
on Monday, among them Martin Flannery
who, describing so-called supergrasses as “in
general, perjured murderers”, termed their

BRIMSTONE FLOP

Smyth, Official Unionist MP for

A pi in London last month reflects the growing concern at the use of paid

Other MPs were reluctant to utter the
term ‘perjurers’ — despite the revelations by
numerous individuals who retracted their
previously-signed statements that they had
been pressurised into signing false allegations
by the RUC. A

Apparently panicking even at the caut-
ious criticisms of a handful of Labour MPs,
Havers resorted to blatant lies. Ignoring the
mass of well-documented evidence to the
contrary, Havers claimed that, on practic-
ally every occasion, alleged informers had

perjurers
‘confessed’ and been sentenced by the
courts.

Already, however, the previous Thursday,
February 23rd, Labour’s spokesperson on
the North, Peter Archer, had announced his
intention of challenging Havers on the sens-
itive issue of the short sentences meted out
to convicted ‘supergrasses’ in return for their
court evidence. Archer’s concern stems from
reports that perjurer Harry Kirkpatrick, who
has been sentenced to several life sentences
for self-confessed killings, has told relatives
that he will spend only four years in an
English jail once the trial of 38 people charg-
ed on his evidence has taken place.

THE DUP’s attempt to on the nam ge of Derry
City Council seems to be heading for failure, if the small
numbers who turned up to protest outside Stormont on Sat-
urday, February 25th, are anything to go by. According to press
reports, between 2,000 and 4,000 turned up for the march and
rally organised by the Orange Order group, the Apprentice Boys

South Belfast, conducted a religious
service on the steps of Stormont,
before Paisley’s harangue.

However, the OUP is reluctant
to appear too closely linked with
organisations like the UDA, espec-
ially at a time when the British gov-
ernment seefs engaged in a cos-

of Derry.

The organisers of the protest,
who had foolishly announced they
were expecting at least 15,000 par-
ticipants, had to cover up the flop
by claiming a 10,000 turn-out, fig-
ures which were belied by pictures
shown in the TV reports of the ev-
ent.

The poor attendance did not
stop DUP leader lan Paisley from
launching into one of his fire-and-
brimstone political speeches, the
sort which will no doubt become
more and more frequent as the
June election deadline comes clos-
er.

“No capitulation to Ulster’s en-
emies!” he cried. “No surrender!”
— looking every bit like the Paisley
puppet of the Spitting Images TV
programme (UTV, Sunday, Feb-
ruary 26th).

PLANNED

More protests have been plann-
ed, however, involving the DUP, the
Orange Order and the loyalist para-
military UDA, a combination which
has never augured well for Northern
nationalists. If loyalist Ieaders_ can-
not manage to whip their tradition-
al supporters into line for some sort
of credible street campaign, they
might decide to resort to their pre-
ferred tactics of random sectarian

assassinations. This has been the
typical loyalist reaction whenever

metic exercise of putting a few loy-
alists behind bars in an attempt to
make its ‘perjurer’ tactics more

the nationalist ity seemed
to be making some political gain,
and it will be so for as long as the
six-county state is in existence.

The Official Unionist Party has,
so far, kept a lower profile in the
council name-change campaign. Al-
though many OUP members were
present at the Stormont protest,
they attended as members of the
Orange Order, and the Rev Martin

PROBLEMS

The Official Unionists have
problems of their own, as they are
trying to get their act together be-
fore the June EEC poll. Three of
their Assembly members broke the
party’s boycott of the Stormont
Assembly last week, and it was ann-
ounced that two more OUP Assem-

City Council name-change
bly members are about to do like-
wise. Party leader James Molyneaux
announced on Monday, February
27th, that the three dissidents had
been suspended, a frantic attempt
to prevent further breaking of party
ranks.

The OUP got themselves on a
boycott hook in the aftermath of

-

The Apprentice Boys of Derry — not ‘Londonderry’ — march against the Derry

the Darkley killings last year. They

are now finding it an increasingly
difficult position to hold, as the riv-
al DUP manages to come out every
week with militant statements on
‘Protestant self-defence’ and border
roadblocks, and seems to have
taken the initiative in the Derry
City Council issue.

FIVE HUNDRED people at-
tended a presentation dance in
Milford, County Donegal, for
republican prisoners recently-
released from English prisons.

Ann and Eileen Gillespie, and
Raymond McLaughlin were pre-
sented with nharps made in Port-
laoise. The presentations were made
by Sinn Fein County Councillor
Eddie Fullerton.

The attendance was also add-
ressed by Sinn Fein’s elected rep-
resentative in Mid-Ulster, Danny
Morrison.

Miiford presentation

® Ray McLaughlin

] 'y {
@ Ann and Eileen Gillespie
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extradition

BY JACK MADDEN

ONLY BY CREATING a climate of public opinion
against repressive measures will the introduction of
extradition by establishment politicians be halted,
Sinn Fein president Gerry Adams MP told a Dundalk
anti-extradition rally last Saturday.

Over 1,100 people, led by bands from Cullyhanna,
Newry, Castlewellan and Bellaghy, paraded through Dun-
dalk to a meeting chaired by Dundalk Sinn Fein Councill-
or Fra Browne and addressed by Gerry Adams, Jim Mc-
Allister, Sinn Fein elected representative in Armagh, and
Peter Burns of Crossmaglen, whose son Brendan is one of

those facing the threat of extradition.

In a short address, Peter
Burns called on all Irish people
to resist attempts to extradite
his son from Dundalk to the six
counties, a call repeated by Fra
Browne, who added:

“We here today salute Brend-
an Bums and will back him
to the hilt. Our message to all
politicians in the twenty-six
counties is that neither Brendan
Burns nor any other lIrish per-
son will be extradited!”

ALIEN REGIME

Commenting that the meeting
represented people from all of
the border counties, Jim Mc-
Allister added:

“We must ensure that nobody
is ever sent back across that
border to an alien regime, an
alien government which the
constitution of this so-<alled
republic in the twenty-six count-
ies claims not to recognise.

“Yesterday, in Dunloy, Coun-
ty Antrim, two young Irish men
were buried because they had the
courage and saw the necessity of
fighting the British army, the
RUC and the British government
in all its forms.

“What less can we do for
them than to back the people
who are in prison or who are on
the run here and who the threat
of extradition hangs over? All
| ask is that you support every
move that is made to oppose
extradition and support every
move against collaboration in
any shape or form.”

A message of solidarity, sent
to the meeting by Matt Merr-
igan, general secretary of the
Amalgamated Transport & Gen-
eral Workers Union, was read
by Fra Browne, who then in-
troduced Gerry Adams.

EXILES

Before outlining his points
against extradition, Adams said
that, given the influx of North-
ern exiles to the town, Dundalk
was an appropriate venue for an
anti-extradition rally. Comment-
ing that the presence of garda
Task Force members at the rally
underlined their role in attempt-
ing to intimidate and isolate
republicans, he added that re-
publicans should respond by
isolating them.

Drawing a parallel between
the gradual introduction of ex-
tradition and the introduction of
the Criminal Justice Bill in
Leinster House, Adams stressed
that such measures could only
be produced by a government
which had abandoned normal
legal standards because public
opinion allowed it to do so.
He said

“It is an internationally rec-
ognised fact that people are not
extradited on charges relating to
any political activity. Govern-
ments throughout the world
maintain that as part of their

statutes. In this part of the
world it appears that the Dublin
government, even in breach of
its own constitution, even in
breach of its own laws, is going
to extradite Irish men and Irish
women, whose only crime is to
have been born in that part
of Ireland which remains under
British rule because of the in-
activity of the same Dublin
government.

“We have in the six counties
a totally discredited RUC force,

@ Over a thousand people marched in Dundalk as the
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and this isn’t republican prop-
aganda. This force was found
guilty of torture. We have a
totally discredited judicial sys-
tem based upon a system of
Orange judges without juries.

“We also have, in Dublin,
a government which every so
often protests at British border-
blocks or at the visit of, what
Danny Morrison described as,
the ‘Duke of Hazard’ to Drom-
add Barracks.

“Despite their verbal pro-
testations, this government is
going to hand over to that
same regime, that same dis-
credited RUC force, those same
discredited torture centres, ana
that same discredited judicial
system, people whose only crime
is to have been born ten miles
from this spot.

“It is all part of the ongoing
collaboration which is created,
not just because of the interests
which the Dublin government
shares with the British govern-
ment, but because of the whole
pro-British ethos which is alive
and well and living in Leinster
House.

“Flanna Fail, who go for
votes on the basis of their posit-
ion on the national question are
as responsible for this as Fine

Gael or the so-called Labour
Party.”

CRIMINAL JUSTICE BILL
The easy passage of the
Criminal Justice Bill through
Leinster House was, Adams
added, further evidence “that
the Dublin government will only
do what it believes public opin-
ion will permit it to do and it
will introduce extradition if it
believes it can get away with it. R -
The only way to prevent this | & Fra BROWNE |§
is to create a climate of public -
opinion where the establishment
politicians know that they won't
get away with introducing these
Acts, that they will realise that
the exposure of the collaborat-
ionist policies, of the whole
pro-British ethos will hurt them
at election-time”. He continued:
“And that 'is our job, to go
from protest meetings like this
back to tenants’ associations,
back to trade union branches,
back to your work-places — if
you're lucky enough to be work-
ing — back to wherever you can
to raise this issue of the on-
going sell-out by a government
in Lelnster House which pre-
tends to be an Irish government.
If we do that, then we will
prevent extradition.”
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BY SIOBHAN O'MALLEY

JUDGEMENT was reserved
in the Dublin Supreme
Court last Thursday, Feb-
ruary 23rd, in the case in
which Phil McMahon is
challenging an extradition
order granted in the High
Court last August. The RUC
are seeking his extradition
on a charge of escaping
from Newry Courthouse

whilst awaiting trial in
March 1975.
The deciding grounds for

McMahon’s appeal appear likely
to be that four other people
who escaped at the same time
have already successfully chall-
enged extradition orders in the
Dublin High Court, in 1975

Extradition ruling awaited

Patrick McEntee SC, for Mc-
Mahon, said that the Free
State government had not op-
posed the appeal against the
extradition orders in the prev-
ious cases. His submission was
that the rejection of Phil Mc-
Mahon’s appeal was oppressive
and that it was unequal treat-
ment of his case.

“If he had been picked up
with the other four who escaped
with him,” said McEntee, “and
if he had been similarly dealt
with at the same time as the
others, the case would long have
been disposed of.”

There is some optimism now
that judgement in this case
will be in McMahon's favour,
but there was no indication
from the court when the judge-
ment will be given, whether it
will be days, weeks or months.
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STAGES
Meanwhile, three other men
are at various stages in the extra-

dition process in the Free F ¥
State courts. Seamus Shannon it, while the
is appealing an extradition order, | Blaﬂdbf:’(";'lz":
on a charge of allegedly killing s ~ slow be: ’
former Stormont speaker Sir $: AL MMANON DU’(""B ;;e"
stewards

Norman Stronge and his RUC
son, to the Supreme Court.
Hugh Torney is appealing an
order to the High Court, an
extradition order that charges
him on the sole word of paid
perjurer Harry Kirkpatrick. And

Brendan Burns, arrested recently
on an RUC extradition warrant
charging him with the deaths
of five British soldiers in a
landmine explosion, is also ap-
pealing an order granted by a
district court.
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BEFORE dawn on Friday, February 24th, -
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BY EAMON TRACY

ds of heavily-armed RUC personnel in armoured
sers moved into the small North Antrim town of
/. to mke preparations for the attempted dis-
\ of the funerals of the two IRA Volunteers
Hogan and Declan Martin, who were killed on
y night, February 21st.

reds of mourners later assembled — from the sur-
g are: :nd from throughout the North — at the home
inteer Henry Hogan, whose funeral was to take place
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This message was transmitted
to the RUC by Sinn Fein’s Derry
elected representative, Martin Mc-
Guinness, and, after some initial
resistance, the RUC withdrew and
the coffin was carried to the
nearby grave.

Pearse McMahon, Sinn Fein’s
North Antrim representative, ask-
ed for the various wreaths, from
the family, the IRA, Sinn Fein
and friends to be laid and then
introduced Sinn Fein president
Gerry Adams MP. He said:

“Dunloy has been a relatively
quiet area of this part of the
occupied six counties, a part of
the historic county of Antrim.
The county of Roddy McCorley,
of Henry Joy McCracken, of
Roger Casement, and now of
Henry Hogan and Declan Martin.

“l would like to commend
the courage and steadfastness of
the families of these dead Vol-
unteers and to give to them, on
your behalf and on behalf of re-
publican Ireland, our condolences.

“These two young men, only
20 years old and 18 years old,
were respectively aged six andf
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®/RA VOL DECLAN MARTIN

® A fleet of RUC stands

Irish nationalism can never ad-
vance with British constitution-
ality. And those who have argued
that case by their failure to
recognise this fundamental truth
bear some responsibility for the
tragedy of Dunloy. Their refusal
to confront the issue of the long
British connection means that
unselfish young men like Vol-
unteer Hogan are left with no
other choice but to resort to
armed struggle.

“We salute Volunteer Hogan,
we salute his courage and we
claim him and his comrade as
Irish freedom fighters.

“Gathered here in this lonely

four at the
this phase of the
struggle.

“The army to which they be-
longed has been condemned as
gangster, criminal and terrorist,
not only by those we see clearly
as part of the British establish-
ment, but also by those who
represent the so-called _ constit-
utional nationalist element.

“There is no such thing as
constitutional nationalism because

o
republican

g yard, we might well wonder
what kind of people can gloat
over death. The Paisleys, the
Priors, those in the establishment
are small-minded salaried politic-
jans who support the use of
terrorism in partition and the
British presence. They are parasit-
es and, in spite of some obvious
differences, they are united in
denying the Irish people our
right to freedom and, in using
whatever methods necessary, con-

St Joseph's

tinue that denial.

“They are also wrong, and
because they are wrong they
don't understand.

“We came here this morning
to pay homage to a freedom fight-
er. The representatives of the
British government were all ar-
ound us; they were heavily arm-
ed, they were in their vehicles,
they had their ‘Paddy-wagons’
handy, all to prevent us burying
that young man.

“And we came from the Hogan
house to this graveyard, an army,
an army without weapons, an
army which linked arms, which
was patient, which advanced slow-
ly, and as we advanced the RUC
fell back. And so, with the strug-
gle for Irish freedom, with pat-
ience, with intelligence, and with
unity, we will advance and with
that advance the sacrifices of
Volunteers like Henry Hogan and
Declan Martin will be seen not to
have been in vain.”

About an hour after Henry
Hogan's funeral, the remains of
Volunteer Declan Martin were
taken from his home to St Jos-

inn Fein’s Martin McGuinness tells an RUC inspector -t the RUC must
leave the church so that the Hogan family may bury their son in peace
eph's.qus fa_rI\in had asked the Hogan family, then joined with
F T that the Vol Martin’s family on the
funefal be an entirely short walk to the church, where
affair, e he was buried in the same cemet-
The hundreds of mourners, ery as his comrade-in-arms, Henry
who had earlier walked with the Hogan.

family
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® GERRY ADAMS

FOR A NUMBER of years after
1969, and through various phases
of agitation from civil rights to the
anti-internment protests, there was a
widespread popular base for the
republican struggle.

This phase wasnt part of a very
clear-cut strategy, as far as republicans
were concerned, partly because it
occurred after the Movement split
and partly because it had mushroomed
out of all recognition in August 1969.

Even by S 1969 the M
had vastly increased its strength but it was
without a clear-cut strategy because people
weren’t educated into the Republican

Movement, they were simply absorbed into
it.

That was the basis of the fast-moving
situation where, within three years, Stor-
mont collapsed, from a position five years
previously where it couldn’t possibly have
collapsed.

The enemy learned, far more quickly
than we ever did, how to cope with that
ongoing situation. What the British wanted
to do, and what they still want to do, was
to maintain control of that part of Ireland so
that they could have an influence ‘over all
of Ireland.

Having made a number of very fundamen-
tal mistakes early on, they very quickly
started to direct their attention towards
a counter-insurgency scenario. This meant
reforming the state insofar as it was reform-
able. It meant collaboration on a creeping
scale with the Leinster House politicians
and with the Free State forces.

REPRESSIVE

Besides making a number of mistakes,
republicans suffered circumstances and con-
ditions which were absolutely and unimag-
inably repressive. These, plus the lack of
clear perception by republicans, meant that
four or five years after 1969 the Movement's
base was starting to become narrow.

People hadn’t imagined that it would
take four years, never mind 15 years, and
people had their whole lives turned upside-
down by the repression. Furthermore, they
hadn‘t got a very clear idea of what they
were after, and there was also the emergence,
as in any struggle, of those who would repre-
sent native establishment interests.

The emergence of that in the North was
simply the emergence of the SDLP which
was prepared to accept the reforms and was
prepared to work within the framework of
British constitutionality.

By 1973 the struggle was, more or less,
between the IRA and the British. Sinn Fein,
while it was a strong organisation, wasn’t
a political organisation anc' was always seen
as a second cousin to the IRA, and a very
poor cousin at that.

It was a protest organisation, capable, in
moments of emotionalism, of mobilising for
a short period of time a very large section
of the people, but it didn‘t have the organ
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isation capable of keeping those people or
a sizeable section of them,

Following Bloody Sunday, we had thous-
ands of people heading towards us, but
six months later we were back to ourselves
again. By and large this was because we
suffered the lack of a clearly perceived and
wide-ranging strategy or policy to cope with
the difficulties facing us.

COLLABORATION

As part of the Dublin government’s
efforts to isolate republicans, there was an
increase in political collaboration, as at
Sunningdale and Darlington, where, in an
attempt to appease nationalist opinion,
they made strong nationalist noises, thus
disguising as meaningful what were basically
sell-outs.

We had, from our end, the" emergence of
spectator politics, where a person who
couldn’t join the fight or was worn out after
a period in prison, couldn’t really do very
much and became basically a spectator.

Sinn Fein became even more of a poor
second cousin to the IRA because of the
emergence in the North of strategies like
plastic bullets, which forced people off the
streets, and because the effect of marching
up and down streets for six or seven years
made people feel useless.

TRUCE

In 1975 the IRA became involved in a
truce and while this truce, like the earlier
truce of 1972, was okay initially — and |
would have nothing but respect for those
who were involved in it in its initial stages —
the duration of the truce was, as things
turned out, a mistake.

Once the IRA was removed from the
scene, and -because there were no other
manifestations of the struggle, it meant that
the British were able to confuse republicans.

We had people believing that the British
government was about to leave. After the
first three or four months it was clear that,
far from leaving, what they were doing in
the absence of armed struggle was increasing
their counter-insurgency in a more sophis-
ticated form.

Thus we had ‘normalisation’, ‘criminal-
isation’ and the ‘primacy of the RUC'.
There was an attempt to project the six
counties as a normal state, with money being
poured into the area. From this policy emer-
ged John de Lorean and the leisure centres
in West Belfast and Derry.

As regards criminalisation, everybody in
prison at that time will Temember the
announcement of 50% remission, the H-
Blocks were being built for ordinary pris-
oners and some people were brought home
from England.

But none of these things seemed import-
ant, because if, as people believed, the
British were going it wouldn’t be 50%
remission but total remission, and it wouldn’t
be H-Blocks for ordinary prisoners because
there would be no British prisons. And while
the British army units were being pulled
back they were being replaced by the RUC,
who were to be used more and more.

This period confused 99% of the repub-
lican base and is, in my view, the one period
in the last 15 years when republicans were
almost beaten, almost shattered. >

In the six counties, the disillusionment
and canfusion was at a maximum.

REVIEWS

Towards the end of that period, republic-
an leaders sat down and conducted a number
of major reviews of the whole situation, not
only to establish what had happened, be-
cause that was fairly clear, but to analyse
what to do about it.

This review took between three and four
months, after which a number of basic dec-
isions were taken: that we had to get back to
and update our republicanism and that we
had to establish a basic ideological unity so
that the mistakes which were made in 1969
wouldn’t happen again.

The simple definition of what we were.
after was this: unless we can agree on where
we're going, we're never going to agree on
how to get there.

It was also agreed that the republican
base had to be broadened and that the

Within the twenty-six counties, the June
1981 general election, with the intervention
of H-Block/Armagh prisoners, resulted in
two prisoners holding the balance of power
in a hung parliament, and with republican
supporters controlling the situation as
Haughey and FitzGerald danced jigs.

There was a second electoral intervention
in the Free State but, in the absence of the
hunger-strike, it was a mistake, in that you
can get away with an electoral intervention
without the work, without having built up a
party machine and without having good pol-
icies, only if the issue is right.

Without such an issue, people other than

i quite under y reverted to
voting for what could be termed as some
sort of stability.

STRATEGY

With that example, we can see the differ-
ence betwen electoral intervention and elect-
oral strategy. When conditions are right,
electoral interventions will work, but, if you
are going to develop and attempt to build a
party machine properly and be involved in
electoral politics, you need something else.

community support which had previ y
existed had to be won back, that spectator
politics had to cease and we had to build
a party which would develop on the basis
of a thirty-two county strategy.

Around the time of Jimmy Drumm'’s
speech at Bodenstown, when he told rep-
ublicans that the British were not getting
out, there was a return of confidence am-
ongst republicans that the struggle wasn't
over.

At the same time, as we have been told
by IRA spokespersons in numerous inter-
views since, the IRA had also carried out a
review and re-organisation and were able to
rebuild strength and confidence.

INTERVENTIONS

With ongoing discussions as to how these
ideas could best be developed politically,
someone suggested electoral interventions.
There had been earlier discussions, back in
1971-72, about exactly the same thing, and,
after further lengthy discussion, around
1978-79, it was decided simply and in prin-
ciple that there would be a positive attitude
towards an electoral strategy by Sinn Fein.

Nobody had actually worked this strat-
egy out, only that it was within the broad
framework that an ideologically sound and
united Republican Movement could use the
electoral system to achieve its political ob-
jectives.

By sheer coincidence, it was the policy of
‘criminalisation’, coming to its fruition in
the frustration of the prisoners, our inabil-
ity to correct these conditions, and the
eventual hunger-strikes, that accelerated this
process.

In contesting the election which followed
Frank Maguire’s untimely death in Ferman-
agh, republicans were responding to an earl-
ier decision to have a positive attitude tow-
ards electoral interventions, and it was not,
as so-called experts on republicanism pro-
jected, part of a grand plan by whizzkids
who had somehow sat back and organised
both the hunger-strikes and Frank Maguire's
death.

As the hunger-strikes simply accelerated
the process of electoral intervention, so too
did Bobby Sands’ victory in Fermanagh/
South Tyrone prove a major watershed, in
that it made it easier to argue for an elector-
al strategy within republican ranks,

These devel: P the lead-
ership of Sinn Fein to tighten down, not just
an electoral intervention strategy, but an
electoral politics strategy.

There followed the Assembly and West-
minster elections, and the achievements in
these affected not only the Movement but
have caused external reverberations in the
six counties, the Free State and Britain, which
has caused continuous crises since then.

With the electoral strategy we wanted to
build an electoral machine, do away with
spectator politics, and bring about a situat-
ion where Sinn Fein would be every bit as
relevant as the IRA. We wanted to build an
opposition and alternative to the SDLP and
show up the contradictions within the six-
county state.

Although a whole lot of work still needs
to be done, we have, to some extent, ach-
ieved these objectives.

EEC ELECTIONS

Mindful of the decision to broaden the
struggle politically on a thirty-two county
basis, it was decided to contest local gov-
ernment elections in a cohesive fashion, and
at the last Ard-Fheis it was agreed that we
contest the forthcoming EEC elections.

If we were to develop our support in the
twentysix counties to even 50% of our
support in the six counties the squeal that
is coming out of Leinster House at the mom-
ent will become hysterical.

As in the North, so too in the South, our
objectives must be to bring out the contra-
dictions within the state and, by broadening,
updating and making our republicanism rel-
evant, we must show that the people have
rights, not just to a free Ireland, but to educ-
ation, employment and homes as well.

In fighting the EEC elections on a thirty-
two county basis, on an anti-EEC and anti-
imperialist platform, we must bring out at
least the republican vote and leave ourselves
in a position which has developed, even if
only slightly, from what it was before the
election. And next year, in the local gov-
ernment elections, we can develop even fur-
ther.

Everybody should leave this meeting with
one short-term objective; to go into.the June
election with the maximum effort so that we
come out of it, regardless of votes, with a
better organisation and a wider organisation.
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; NICARAGUA

In Nicaragua the Sandinista forces have
recently defeated offensives by the counter-
revcz_lutmnary (‘Contra’) Nicaraguan Demo-
gratlc Force (FDN), operating from Hon-
uras, and the Democratic Revolutionary
Alliance (ARDE)‘ FDN leader Edgar Cham-
orro, admitting defeat, now says he has
abandoned plans to seize control of Nic-
araguan territory” while many of the ARDE
troops, led by Eden Pastora, have given
_themse!ves up to the Costa Rican author-
ities as ‘refugees’.
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L] ledouln rebels demonstrate their defiance in the capital, San Salvador

Although the defeat of both these Contra
armies has given a breathing space to the
beleaguered Sandinistas, the increase of US
forces in neighbouring Honduras and the
increased belligerency of the Honduran
army heralds further dangers for the revol-
utionary government.

DEBACLE
After the major set-back of the Leban-
ese debacle, the US will be even more an-
xious to avoid any set-backs in its Central

military manoeuvres escalate with a ven-
geance, US Democratic Senator Jim Sasser
was prompted to comment while on a recent
visit to Honduras:

“There seems to be a process taking place
here in Honduras of preparation of a milit-
ary infrastructure that, in my judgement,
goes far beyond what’s needed to carry
out the military exercises... There is very
real evidence that our military is building
airfields and other infrastructures to support
a very large and permanent US military

§ American strategy. As the Reagan-inspired contingency in Honduras.”

Noraid defies
Reagan envoy

US government would also pre-
vent organisations like Noraid from
sending money to lreland, the am-
bassador promised.

“Tens of millions of dollars have
been confiscated in the narcotics
area, and we're working to do the
same thing with terrorist money”,
the ambassador declared, in a
scurrilous 'attempt to criminalise
Noraid.

However, if anything, this will
make lIrish-Americans more deter-
mined to support the freedom
struggle in Ireland, as Martin
Galvin, spokesperson for Noraid,
outlined:

“Irish-Americans will continue

HARASSEMNT of Irish-Americans who support the Republican
Movement, and active encouragement of American business to
invest in the low-wage economy of the six counties, such is the
two-pronged policy of the Reagan government in the North of
Ireland, as explained last week by Charles Price; the US Ambass-

to help families of Irish prisoners
with cash and give moral support
to the IRA’s fight in Northern
Ireland.”

® CHARLES PRICE -

ador to Britain, on a visit to Belfast.

The two-day hedule, which

started on Thursday February 23rd,
with a briefing by British direct-
ruler James Prior, a separate intell-
igence briefing, and talks with the
SDLP and the three unionist par-
ties, took the ambassador to the
Flax Trust in Ardoyne, a project
headed by local priest Fr Kavanagh.
The Trust includes a British govern-
ment funded youth training scheme,
and is supported by an American
fund-raising body called ‘Americans
for Irish Reconciliation through

E ic Development’.

Later, the ambassador announ-
ced to a gathering of local business-
men that his government was com-
mitted to encouraging private in-
vestment in the six counties, even
if it meant “a Joss of jobs for the
US”, he unconvincingly added.
What the ambassador did not say,
of course, is that most of the Amer-
ican firms which have invested here
did so either because they could
not get the necessary bank loans in
the United States or because they

were attracted by the tax exemp-
tion offered by the British govern-
ment, combined with the lowest
wages in Northern Europe and
weak trade union organisation.

SHORTS

Pressed on the question of the
Shorts contract, the ambassador
hinted that the £50 million deal
from the US air force would come
to Shorts after all. Significantly, on
the day before the ambassador’s
arrival in Belfast, a meeting had
taken place between Shorts manage-
ment and the principals of several

Catholic schools, at which Shorts
outlined its planned ‘affirmative
action policy’, as recommended by
the Fair Employment Agency last
year to combat the firm’s chronic
discrimination against nationalists.

The timing of the meeting,
hardly a coincidence, suggests that
some window-dressing will take
place in Shorts Aircraft Company,
at least until the American deal is
made official.

Apart from encouraging Ameri-
can ‘fly-by-night’ companies into
settling in the six counties, apart
from funding sectarian firms, the

PARADE

Meanwhile, New Yorkers of Ir-
ish extraction prepare to celebrate
St Patrick’s Day with the tradit-
ional parade. This year’s honorary
grand marshal is Irish man Michael
O’Rourke, presently in jail in New
York and appealing against a depor-
tation order to the Free State. The
choice of O‘Rourke, which has
enraged the American, British and
Free State governments as much as
that of Michael Flannery last year,.
shows how undeterred Irish-Ameri-
cans are by the threats of the Reag-
an administration. -

THE PRESIDENT of the
80,000-strong Ancient Order
of Hibernians in the United
States has pledged the support
of his organisation for the
struggle to free Ireland from
British rule.

Speaking at a function in Belfast
on Monday night, February 27th,
in honour of the ten H-Block hun-

these brave Irish men is the surety
that Ireland will rise up to its full
stature.”

CONVENTION

Joseph Roche presented the
families of the hunger-strikers with
memorial plaques from his organ-
isation, in keeping with a decision
taken by the AOH at its national
convention held in Texas last year.
ion was made in re-

ger-strike martyrs, AOH presids
Joseph Roche said:

“At the time of the hunger-stike,
Irish-A felt the fr i
and grief of the people of Ireland.
We were with you then, and we are
with you now.

“We, in America, know that
there can be no peace in Ireland un-
til the British go.

“The hunger-strikers suffered
and endured pain so that others
may not suffer. We pledge that they
did not die in vain. The death of

A
turn to Mr Roche and his wife of
a clock and a purse, both made in
Long Kesh, as an acknowledgement
by the prisoners of the AOH gest--
um}\coepling the gifts, Roche said:

“| am honoured to accept 1he_se
gifts from those young men in pris-
on, whom we greatly admire, and |
want them to know that the AOH
is committed to a united and free
Ireland. We will never give up the
fight.”

Pledge of support




BISHOP CASEY

Great news
from Casey?

A Chara, N

| was very interested to hear
Bishop Eamon Casey speak on
RTE about the plight of Fr O’
Brien and his co-accused in the
Philippines. He said:

“They won't get a fair trial
and they are in a position where
they could be hanged for a crime
with which they have been fram-
ed.”

Well, if this is the Hierarchy's
view on law and justice, does
this mean that the bishops of
Ireland will be carrying this
message to Margaret Thatcher and
telling her that the people of
Ireland are steadfast behind the
men, women and children that
the British government are shoot-
ing dead on the streets of Ireland,
and the men and women who
are being framed by paid perjurers
and imprisoned every day in the
Diplock courts in the North?

This is great news for the
people of Ireland.

Vincent McKenna,

Kieran Doherty Park,

Monaghan.

Provocation

A Chara,

Within the past month, the so-
called forces of law and order
have deliberately destroyed the
gable wall of a house in the
nationalist  Kilwilkie Estate by
throwing paint over a relatively
new wall mural. They were
spotted by people who were re-
turning home in the early hours
of the morning.

In a blatant attempt to
crush our native language,
the Northern Ireland Office,
aided by the prison author-
ities, have placed a total
restriction on Irish literature
and usage of the Irish lan-
guage here in the H-Blocks
of Long Kesh.

We are denied the right to
write letters in Irish, not so much
as a phrase or a greeting. In fact,
we are not even permitted to use
our Irish names. Also, the admit-
tance of all newspapers, mag-
azines, novels and, more recently,
Christmas cards etc, -has been
halted simply because they con-
tain ‘Irish’.

The Irish language is in con-
stant use among republican POWs
here in the H-Blocks and since
educational facilities were made
available to us we have entered
into the literary side of our lan-
guage also. Last year there were
86 men who participated in ‘O’
and ‘A’ Level examinations. All
but two men successfully achiev-
ed pass certificates. A further
75 sat their respective Féinne
tests and again all 75 passed with
ease (these examinations have

Escape from Long Kesh on Sep-
tember 25th. Amid all the brou-
haha about who was to blame for
lapses in security, recrimination,
accusations etc, one important
policy was overlooked — the
name-change.

Long Kesh got a bad name in
Strasbourg, so it was reformed by
becoming the ‘Maze’. Windscale
went up the scale of dangerous
nuclear stations to top the list of
world pollutants. It was cleansed
by becoming ‘Sellafield’. And the
B-Specials gained temporary res-

by

of the
youth has grown rapidly in re-
cent weeks, as has the harass-
ment of local Sinn Fein members.
In the last month, at least ten
members of the Burns/Toman
Sinn  Fein cumann have been
arrested and held in Gough
Barracks. All have been interro-
gated about local Sinn Fein act-
ivities, and one member we"
threatened with death if he didn’t
give the answers the RUC wanted.

It is believed that the harass.
ment and the destruction of the
mural are part of a deliberate
plan to provoke local youth into
reacting, so that the RUC can
again get a chance to use their
guns to claim the lives of yet
more nationalists.

We call on local youth to be-
ware of what is happening and
not to give the RUC the opport-
unity of seeing yet another coffin
being carried out of a nationalist
estate.

Eddy Seeley,

Burns/Toman cumann,

Lurga

A Chara,
Sunday last
26th, five months smce. the Greal

was  February

the UDR.
Ach briseann an dichas

E. 6 Math(na,

John Mitchel cumann.

Where the
fault lies

A Chara,

| wish to reply to Fr Faul’s
claims that the re-appointment of
Stanley Hilditch (renowned for
his harsh treatment of republican
prisoners) as Long Kesh governor
will benefit both Sinn Fein and
the IRA.

In the first place, neither
Sinn Fein nor the IRA seek any
gain from the severe treatment of
republican prisoners in jail.

Sinn Fein ex-

since been stopped).

Could this increased interest
in our national language be the
real reason behind the upsurge
of suppressive administration in
Long Kesh? Does the prison
regime fear that we, in regaining
our cultural identity, could jeop-

Grime and
punishment

Dear Editor,

We wish to strongly object
to G. Perlin’s letter (AP/RN,
February 16th) asking why no
action has been taken against
the drug pushers of Ballymun
by the Republican Movement.

We suggest that G. Perlin
has another look at the original
article (Ballymun takes on the
pushers, January 26th), before he
makes any comments about polit-
ical organisations being involved

poses the brutality in the jails,
unlike many others who have
ignored the brutal attacks car-
ried out on republican prisoners
throughout the years.

Fr Faul claims that it was
the rigid attitude of Stanley
Hilditch which led to the hunger-
strike. Any rational assessment of
the circumstances leading to the
hunger-strike must surely place
the blame squarely with the
British government

Hilditch carried out the pol
icies of the British government
and had an unwitting accompli
in Fr Faul, who set out lo try
and demoralise the families of the
hunger-strikers and  the POWSs
thermselves

We will not allow Fr Faul 1o
build a polincal platform
himsell on the backs ol the POWs
condemn Sinn

from which 10
Fein and the armed struggle

Sinn Fein is the voice ol the
POWs, not Fr Faul

Peter Griffin,

H1-Block,

Long Kesh.

in the d

We are a community of con-
cerned people and we shall al-
ways be so. The anti-drugs cam-
paign sprung up from within
the various communities because
of the dangers posed by the drug
pushers to local children and
youth.

If G. Perlin had read previous
articles on the campaign then
he would have had a better under-
standing of it.

Eddie Greene,

PRO,

Dolphin House

Anti-Drugs Campaign,

Dublin.

A Chara,

Like ‘Belfast republican’ (AP/
RN, February 161h), I also hope
that the IRA’s policy change on
the  ‘hoods’ will be  seriously
reconsidered

For 100 long, the hoods have
had it all their own way. The
loyalist RUC are unwilling 1o curb,
ihe activities of 1hese antisocial
thugs becaust they can be used
for lowlovel mtelligence gathering

@ The anti-drugs campaign sprang uj

ardise their farcical administrative
laws?  ~
Recently, six other Gaeilgeoi

(Irish speakers) and |, wrote to
the Secretary of State, on orders
of the prison governor, request-
ing permission to write to the
Registrar General. We wished to

return our names to their orig-
inal Irish forms. However, the
reply we received, on February
14th 1984, refused us permission
to contact the Registrar General.
| would like to quote an extract
from that reply:

“English is the language in
which official business, including
that relating to prisons and pris-

in N

ar an off a cuireadh mé thar an
scathfin,

Bh mé | mo shul i mo chill-
fn Ofche Acine seo caite nuair
@ oslafodh an doras. D'érdaigh
an blirdfir dom dul chuig an
bhialann. Nuair a bhain mé an
Bit sin amach bhi dream mér
bérdach ann g fanacht liom.

D’6rdaigh a gceannfort dom
m'éadal a bhaint diom le go
ndtanfadh siad cuardach coirp
orm. Tar 6is dom m'fadal a
bhaint diom, thug s§ &rdd eile
dom dul thar an scathfn agus
mo chosa a chromadh.

Dhiditaigh mé glan dé & sin
a dhéanamh agus an chéad rud
eile a mhothaigh mé Ieim ceath-
rar dena coimhesdéiri s mhull-
ach orm. Rug siad greim daing-
ean orm agus d'iompair siad mé
thar an scathSn. Le linn dbibh
mé a thégail scrldaigh an priomh
oifigeach mo théin le sintheoir.
Go bhfios dom thérla an rud
ceanann céanna do achan phob-
lachtd champa ach go

oners, is
Ireland. While that remains the
case, the department would not
be prepared to allow prisoners
to change to an Irish form of their
names.”

Was George Orwell so wrong
in his predictions for 19847
Big Brother is alive and operating
in the North of Ireland!

Our language is continually
suppressed, not only in Long
Kesh but throughout our land.
Their campaign cannot be per-
mitted to succeed. We must re-
sist all attempts to smash our
identity through our language.

| call on all Irish people and
Irish organisations to speak out
on our behalf against these in-
fringements of our rights. Help
us to maintain our national
identity.

Seoirse 6 Muircheartaigh,

H7, Ceis Fada.

p because of the danger to youth

in return for from
prosecution.

Over the past year, there has
been a marked increase in serious
crime, such as muggings, robber-
ies, rape, breaking and entering,
joy-riding etc. It is time the kid-
gloves were taken off and the
problem of the hoods removed.

However, the IRA cannot be
expected to deal with the hoods
alone. It is up to everyone to get
up off their backsides and tackle
this problem once and for all
and drive these anti-social thugs
from our midst.

Do the people not realise that
we have enough to contend with
from the armed forces of occupat-
ion?

-Jimmy Loughran,

Belfast.

immunity

Reverse
trend

A Chara,

The John Martin/Danny Len-
non Sinn Fein cumann, Rostrev-
or, call on the Housing Executive
to act immediately with regard
1o providing adequate housing for
the people of Rostrevor, to re-
verse the present trend ol private
housing estates being built, and to
repan and modernise the older
estates in the village.

The most important demand,
and the most urgent, 1s the need
for more houses.

In the past few weeks no
less than  ten married  couples
have been lorced 1o move away.
from the village because of the
lack of accommodation. None ol
these. people moved — thiough
choice, but through necessily,

and all ware locals of the Ros:

trevor area who had hoped to
stay within the community.

There are many more young
couples living in cramped flats,
with- indaws, and in mobile
homes. This is a totally unaccept-
able state of affairs which shauld
not be allowed to continue.

We would point out that there
are enough building sites around
the village which would be suit-
able for development as an estate.
It is a sad fact that the Housing
Executive has sold off prime
building land to private develop-
ers — land which could have been
used to house all those still on
the housing waiting list.

Most of the occupants of the
private  housing estates  about
Rostrevor are strangers to the
area, not that they are unwel-
come, but they are here at the
expense of the working-class
couples who have had to move
out of their own village.

We think that public money
would be better spent on housing
in the area, rather than on fancy
parks and caravan sites.

It is also time that the Ex-
ecutive carried out the repairs
and upgrading of the houses in
St Jude’s. It is now five years
since the residents of this estate
were promised new kitchens, and
hopefully the Executive will hon-
our those promises this year.

Last summer, Sinn Fein carried
out a survey of the houses in
Cloughmore Park, and approach-
ed the Housing Executive in
Kilkeel about the many repairs
which needed to be carried out.
Some of these repairs have been
done but many more seem to
have been put ‘on the long
finger’. Hopelully, the rest of the
complaints will be dealt with
when the new porches are being
buileon.

Marsile Rica Bhaestan,

Martin/Lennon cumann,

Rostrevor,

County Down.

sa
f6ill nior chuala mé @inne ag
cdineadh na truailliochta seo.
Cad tuige an cifinas mér?

D§ dtsriédh a leithdid de
fhogha ar an taobh amuigh
chuirfi clis in éadan na bhfear
a rinne é. Ach mar a diirt mé
nior chuala mé t6s droch-fhocal
fi in 8adan na sintheoirf istigh
anseo. Labhraigl amach. Chan
anseo amh&in atd an cuardach
seo a dhanamh ach in Ard
Macha fosta.

Aodh G Ruanaidh,

H2-Bloc,

* Campa Mhic Ghiollagdin,

Doi

Not NUPE

Dear Editor,

I understand that your paper
(January 19th) reported that |
met with NUPE members in the

North on January 14th and
15th.

Whilst | would like to have
had meetings with members no
such meetings took place.

| would be grateful
could be corrected.

Jeremy Corbyn MP,

129 Seven Sisters Road,

London N7 7QG.

if this

An cuardach
sgathdin

A Chairde,

Is ddcha gur Ifigh sibh rud

an laoin chuardach  scathfim
amne bandtirt sa champa
s an tseachtain seo  caite.
Légh mE alt beag bideach o
cheann di nuachtdin Domh
naigh  ach as elintas

A Chara,

The Worthington/Watters Sinn
Fein cumann, County Louth,
fully support the people of Newry
Road, Dundalk, in their efforts
to have the Free State customs
station moved to Carrickarnon.

The Newry Road post has
been the scene of a number of
serious accidents, some of them
fatal.

Olivia N{ Chionnaithe,

Worthington/Watters cumann,

County Louth.




BURKES
{47 THE BACK
By Kevin Burke

A DUBLIN jury (a body of 12 men and
women occasionally seen in ay oourrt‘s)
has awarded £8,600 damages to g Lon
ford man who was beaten up by a Gan? :
Michael Fleming in the town in Jula
1981. a L
The victim, Gerard Masterso
fractured jaw-bone, a fracturet'i" csi::efitggn:
and a broken nose, as well as other injuries,
Garda Fleming has since been
sergeant and is no doubt Iookin:r&nr:s;g :g
operating the new Qriminal Justice Bill, which
provides the gardai with ‘much-needed extra
powers’.

Following the resolution passed i

ish Liberal Party’s annual ccnferenlx ‘i:eSBer;:::
ember of last year calling for eventual Irish
unity — to the horror of the party leadership —
a joint Liberal/SDP commission has been set up
in an attempt to reverse this policy.

The composition of the committee has not
yet been announced, but my informant (if |
dare use the word) reports that the Liberal
leader, David Steel, has packed it with pro-
unionists.

Among them are included Denis Loretto, a
former Alliance Party member of Belfast Ci'ty
Council; Paddy Ashdown, Liberal MP for
Yeovil, who is a former member of the SAS
twin, the Special ‘Boat Service, and served with
the British army in Ardoyne; Richard Moore.
who works for EEC rapporteur Neils Haagerup'
is extremely pro-Union and once stood as e;
Liberal candidate in Antrim to make the point;
and Stephen Ross MP and Michael Steed, both
of whom have_ shown their pro-Union colours
on many occasions.

Significantly, Athere is to be no representative
of the Young Liberals, who are most strongly
in favour of British withdrawal.

Commission members on the SDP side will
include Keith Kyle, the broadcaster, and former
MP Paul Rose, both of whom have displayed a
more ‘liberal” attitude to Ireland.

But the commission is likely to be chaired
by Lord Donaldson of the SDP, who, before
his defection from the Labour Party, was a
junior minister to Roy Mason at Stormont.

*x x K

An illuminating demonstration of SDLP
dvice work was given to a small crowd which
athered outside a flat in Ratheen Avenue,
Cookstown, which was being raided by the
RUC last Friday afternoon.

With the two brothers who live in the flat
— Brendan and Terence Neeson — being ar-
rested by the RUC the previous day and taken
o Gough Barracks, the flat was empty and the
second RUC raiding party broke the window
and lock of the front door to gain entry.

The Neesons’ mother, Cora, was verbally ab-
d
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Well-earned

promotion

arrest if she attem
7 pted to enter
monitor their activities. the flat to

Pet:;mtg‘gs“ the crowd who gathered was one
Bratios 'aSSIdV, a local SDLP member. The
i i: aunt, Brigid Neeson, is an SDLP. coun-
S Ccoksn_:wn and several local women
i ed Cass_ldv for advice, asking that he

the councillor intervene on behalf of

Cora 9
el Neeson, who was very distressed by this

Cassidy, however clearl| ifi

b A ly terrified at the
%fszpe;:t 9f exchanging verbal blows with the
SDLF"' ecided to postpone till another day the
S| s Iclhallenge to Sinn Fein. After more than
addedt:e ing the women to ‘F... offl’, Cassidy

”A’way to hell and vote for whoever you

likel
2.0 & ¢

Paislgy's DUP has brought out its own news-
Paper, like the SDLP’s Social Democrat, court-
esy of the EEC's large election contribution to
party coffers. .

The DUP’s four-page effort, entitled The
Vqrce of Ulster, has something else in common
Wwith the SDLP’s effort — there is a condemnat-
:)n of Sinn Fein at least three times on every

age.

Paisley’s paper goes just that bit further,
however, calling for the arrest of Gerry Adams
and congratulating the SAS for shooting down
two unarmed republicans in County Tyrone at
the end of last year.

There is more such vitriol, but they do man-

age to squeeze in an article condemnmgAthe
practice of hare-coursing as ‘legalised barbarity”.

2 8.8 ¢

The ‘Brits Out!’ movement is reported to be
growing rapidly — in Evenes i Troms in North-
ern Norway.

Several local councils have passéd resolutions
calling for the expulsion of the 3,500 Brits who
are at present in Norway on NATO exercises.

Among the exercises causing the opposition,
and reported prominently in the local press,
was one carried out by 25 Royal Marines, who
went on a drunken rampage in the above-
mentioned town.

They attacked several locals in a disco,
smashed furniture, windows and anything
else they could get their hands on. Similar
manoeuvres have taken place in other Nor-
wegian towns during the British visit, which
lasts until April.

* kX
One full-time RUC Reservist took himself
off the duty roster on Wednesday night, Feb-
ruary 22nd, with a well-placed bullet from his
service-issue revolver into his shoulder.
The ‘accidental discharge’ took place in
Omagh RUC Barracks.

* XX
An unnamed 33-year-old RUC man, with an
address given as Strand Road RUC Barracks
in Derry, appeared in court in the city on Mon-
day of this week charged with rape.
He is due to appear in court again on March
26th.

50 FINISH YOUR COFFEE.
AND TAKE. THIS DOWN TO
ONE OF THOSE. ADVICE.
CENTRES AND SEE WHA'
THEY CAN DO =

HEY! WHADDYA KNOW?
THERE'S AN SDLP
ADVICE CENTRE!!

1 SUPPOSE THIS
1S THE. ONLY GOOD
ADVICE I'LL GET
FROM THESE

: : used by the RUC, who th her with

IRISH LANGUAGE enthusiastswho
were awarded 41 silver and 12 go!d
‘Fainni’ were told at a Sinn Fein
presentation céili last Saturday that
their achievement showed the in-
creased interest in Irish culture.

At the cgilf, which was attended by
over 250 people, four republicans recent-
Iy released from Long Kesh received the
old Féinne.

Twenty-six women were among those
who were awarded the lIrish speakers’

badge, while 11 of the Fainni went to
Sinn Fein members.

AN

i

@ The presentation ceremony in the Martin Forsythe Club, Turf Lodge

WOMEN IN CUBA
PUBLIC MEETING
Speakers from the
Foueration of Cuban Women
2.30pm Saturday Jrd March
Women Workers Union
48 Flwet Street
DUBLIN

Everyone welcome

MUNSTER EEC CONVENTION
TO SELECT CANDIDATE
2.30pm Sunday 4th March

Dobbins Hotel
TIPPERARY
All members of the Republican
Movement in Munster to attend

BALLAD & FOLK NIGHT
8pm Every Sunday
The Eccles Lounge

Dorset Street
DUBLIN
Taille £1
Organised by Sinn Fein

BINGO SESSION
8.30pm Every Wednesday
Memorial Hall
GULLADUFF
South Derry

TRADITIONAL IRISH NIGHT
8.30pm Friday 9th March
Chieftain Lounge
Park Street
MONAGHAN
Taille £1
Organised by
Feile Oriel Committee

MARCH AGAINST THE
CRIMINAL JUSTICE BILL
2.30pm Saturday 10th March
Parnell Square
DUBLIN
Speakers include Bernadette McAliskey

DONEGAL SINN FEIN
COMHAIRLE CEANTAIR MEETING
2.30pm Sunday 11th March
Jackson’s Hotel
BALLYBOFEY
County Donegal

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
EVENTS
MARCH AGAINST
SEXUAL HARASSMENT
7.30pm Thursday 8th March
Dunwville Park
BELFAST _

OICHE ARNEAL
Friday 9th March
PDF Club
Andersonstown
BELFAST

CONFERENCE
Noon to 5pm Saturday 10th March
New Whiterock Community Centre
BELFAST

SOCIAL

Saturday 10th March

Martin Forsythe Club
Turf Lodge
BELFAST

ARMAGH PRISON PICKET
Sunday 11th March
Everyone welcome

BUSES FOR ARMAGH PICKET
Belfast: leave Dunville Park at 1pm.
Tickets from Falls Women's Centre (£2).
Dublin: leave 5 Blessington Street at
11am. Book early from 308783/726932
(€6 waged, £5 unwaged).

Fermanagh: bookings from 26854 .

ST PATRICK'S NIGHT SOCIAL
Music by Peter & Pat
8pm Saturday 17th March
Chieftain Lounge
Park Street
MONAGHAN
Organised by Sinn Fein

TOMAS MacCURTAIN
COMMEMORATION
12 noon Monday 19th Maich
Thomas Davis Sueet
COR
Promunent speakers
Organised by
Cork Republican Comrades

R R

">
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Death of mmm

Annie
Lagan

ON FEBRUARY

11th, South Derry,

and indeed the whole Republican Move-

ment

. lost a lifedong, uncompromising

and stalwart republican, with the death

of Annie Lagan.

Annie was born on Christmas Day
1895 and grew up to become a totally

committed member of Cumann

na

mBan. During the Tan War, she was re-
nowned for her fearless activity against
the enemy and maintained her support
and republican views up until her death.

The funeral was well-attended by her
friends, young and old, and demonstrat-

ed how greatly loved and respected

she

was, not only in her own townland of
Ballyknock, Maghera, but also through-

out County Derry.

Joh Davey, Sinn Fein representative

for the area, gave the oration at
graveside.

her

Death of

Jimmy

McElroy

REPUBLICANS from Monaghan and
Tyrone lost a good friend with the death
last Saturday of Jimmy McElroy from
Doogary, Tydavnet, Monaghan, after a
long iliness in Monaghan County Hospit-

al. He was 58.
Jimmy was a

home to the republican cause.

He was not one to differentiate
between the shades of republicanism —
as long as they were active, Many were
the men and women that he gave food
and shelter to over the years, and for
that and his great sense of fun, his will-
and his
gentle nature, he will be long remem-

ingness to help a neighbour,

bered.
At the removal

of honour of his

to pay their

life-long republican
and many times during the past 30
years he gave both his time and his

of his remains on
Sunday night from the hospital to his
local church, in Tydavnet, his Tricolour-
draped coffin was flanked by a guard
republican friends
who came from many parts of Ireland
last respects. His funeral
was the largest seen in Monaghan for
years and was attended by hundreds
of his friends from both sides of the

Goming to terms

| BY SIOBHAN O'MALLEY I

PLAY FOR TODAY, on Tuesday week, February 21st, on
BBC1, was the third and last play about the Martins, a Bel-
fast family living in the ‘Village’, a small Protestant com-

munity off the Donegall Road.

Norman Martin, the father,
has been in England for two
years, leaving his two youngest
daughters in the care of their
older brother and sister,

Terms for Billy is about the
father’s return to Belfast to his
apprehensive family.

The first two plays, Too
Late to Talk to Billy and A
Matter of Choice for Billy, show-
ed the family torn by their
mother’s iliness and death, and
the animosity between father
and son. Norman'’s departure to
England was greeted by relief
from Billy, accepted by the gen-
tle Lorna, who was left to look
after her two little sisters and an
elderly sick uncle, and resignat-
ion by the children.

Norman returns to Belfast on~
a holiday, outwardly a changed
man, with an English wife,
Mavis. They intend to take the
two children back to England
to a proper home with a real
mother and father”. The truce
between Billy and Norman
breaks down when Billy objects
to_his father’s apparent dismiss-
al of Lorna’s role, a role that
Norman pushed her into in the
first place by leaving.

The show is once again stol-
en by the performance of Aine
Gorman as Maureen, the pert
and pretty youngest child. No

mean feat, as all the acting is
exceptionally good. Brid Brenn-
an, as Lorna, reflects the strug-
gle between the genuine love
and sense of responsibility for
her sisters and her uncle and a
growing need for a life of her
own.

Billy (Kenneth Branagh) and
Norman (James Ellis) can't for-
get the bitterness between them,
in spite of their changed circum-
stances, and their truce is only
renewed when hard-man Nor-
man backs Billy in a fight and
scares off the men threatening
him.

“UDA?” says Norman to
one of the attackers “/f you
could sing you’d be in the Sal-
vation Army.”

As in the first two plays, it is
the women in the family who
make the peace, soothe the
men’s ruffled feathers and try to
see each other’s point of view.

The two girls do go to Eng-
land, though Anne, the older
child, is apprehensive that the
English don‘t like the Irish.

“That’s all right,” says Maur-
een. “Sure were not Irish, we’re
Protestants.”

Lorna, though sad at losing
them, looks forward to having
time to herself for once in her
life, while Billy realises that his
objections to their going has
more to do with his resentment

BY EDDIE STACK I

IT'S QUITE extraor
wood apeing the ‘30s

ary. You just get used to Holly-
h Scarface when they do it to you

all over again in Trading Places. But whereas Scarface is
that rare thing, an American movie blaming Americans

for the mess they made of

things, Trading Places is the

other side of the coin, a fairy tale for today’s recession, a
sugar- coated pill for those suffering from their nation’s

woes.

political and religious divide,
which showed
he and his family are held in.

The Republican Movement extends
wife

deepest sympathy to Jimmy's

the high esteem both

Lizzie, son Seamus and daughter Eunice.

Go ndeana Dia trocaire ar a anam.

Buncrana

Sinn Fein

ANYONE living in

of County Donegal who wishes

the Buncrana area

to

join Sinn Fein should contact any of

the following:- Eddie Fullerton,

Cockhill Park, Buncrana; Lexi Doherty,

53 Lower Main Street, Buncrana; and
George Caldwell, 1 Knockalla Drive,
Buncrana.

Louth

appeal

LOUTH Sinn Fein are establishing a

66

hib-

rary in the Dundalk Sinn Fein Centre
and are issuing an appeal for any books
or pamphlets on politics, history, culture
etc which supporters might like 10 don
ate. All donations should be sent 10 Sean

O Cleingh,
brassil Streer,

Sinn Fein Centre,
Dundalk

57 Clan

Draw results

Ballyfermot/inchicore Sinn Fein

1100: Jim Dutfy, ¢/o Cleary™; 150
Pal wall, ¢/o Landen Uld; 12" hn
Hedges; L10: L. Daly, Croltwood “iar
dens; B. Morgan; C Caughan; | . Galvi
P, O'Byrne; L M McManus; C. Heirne
John Locke; M. Moor

Landen Road;
A

Liberties Sinn Fein EEC Fund
February 23rd:- £.30° Mick Carney,
icore; L10: Dick Power,

L5 Mrs Brady, lercsa’s
Sarah Donegan, Crumhn

Cardens;

nch
School Street;

Yy’

I'm sorry to have got to
Trading Places so late but the
dearth of new releases has
forced me in to see a movie
doing the rounds for at least
three months now, and three
months has been long enough
to tell me that the movie
has been as big a hit here as
it has been in the land of
Reaganoinics.

Trading Places has been de-
scribed as a depression enter-
tainment, taking its cue from
those old Frank Capra movies
which told us: ‘Ain’t times
hard, but the good guys will
win in the end, y‘all hear?’
Those movies hig pay-dirt be-
cause they force-fed their fan-
tasy by coating it in the colours
of reality. The poverty looked

The guy on the soup

therefore  wanted to

believe the happy ending was
real as well.

As the man said, hope s
independent of the apparatus
of logic.

And so the plot of Trading
Places s taillor-made for an
opwm of the people. Set in
Philadelphia, story begins
i the plush up market bed-
room of a nch stockbroker,
played by comedian Dan Ayk
royd. Our Dan, of course, is
waited on hand and (0o by his
personal  butler; i fact Dan
wouldn’t sully  his hands 1o
open e toilet door even
as not only calling but
Irom  the rooflop
However, our Dan hves Tor 1l
stock  exchange and 5 o big
wheel in the very stufly broker
(irm Drake & Drake, making
bucks lor his ageing e
the Drake brothers

our

nature
screanming

big
ployers,

And herein the plot gets very
thick indeed.

SOCIAL STATIONS

Events begin to roll when
one of the wily Drakes wagers
his bigoted brother that trad-
ing the social stations of the
snobby Aykroyd and a down-
and-out street hustler, played
by Eddie Murphy, will prove
that environment is more im-
portant than heredity. They
then stage-manage Aykroyd's
disgrace in front of his snobby
contemporaries by framing him
with the theft of ten dollars
from the locker-room.

And so Aykroyd is flung
out on the street where, of
course he is fortunate enough
to fall into the arms of ‘a
hooker with a heart of gold'.
She scrapes Aykroyd off the
pavement  before teaming up
with Murphy for the eventual
revenge on their callous puppet-
eers.

I hope I'm not being too
hard on Trading Places however.
Most of it is actually very lun-
ny, and the performance of
Eddie Murphy as the street-
wise down-and-out is a riot.
Anyone who saw Murphy in
last year’s 48 hours will recog-
nise an actor choc-a-bloc with
class. The director ol this part-
icular yarn was nol a million
miles away cither from the very
funny National Lampoon’s Vac-
ation.

ROLLING

No, il's gol 10 be said that
Trading Places had them 1ol
m the aisles; it's just the offen
sivie “Chnistianity will help sol
our social ills and that doesn’t
cost anybody anything’

of his father “coming back and
giving orders” than concern for
them or Lorna.

The dialogue in all three
plays is true Belfast, both in acc-
ent and content, and the street
scenes are also authentic. RTE
should buy a series like this
from the BBC instead of the aw-
ful imported quiz and ‘comedy’
shows that both RTE channels
are full of.

Also on Tuesday night, at
10.30pm on UTV, was a docu-
mentary about a rare disease
called Nelson’s Syndrome, caus-
ed by a tumour on the pituitary
gland. The Patients are Chang-
ing Colour showed the physical
effects of the tumour, which
makes white people turn black
and vice versa.

Apart from the distress of ill-
ness, the victims also had to
cope with the prejudice of for-
mer friends and neighbours and
the effects on their families, es-
pecially their children.

The mindlessness of racism
was exposed when one woman
was so ostracised, and indeed
physically abused, that she did
not dare go out for over a year.

Treatment is being develop-
ed for this strange illness but it
is risky and expensive, and also
involves long and painful sur-
gery.

RTE 1's Late Late Show
guests, on Saturday night, dis-
cussed the Civil Defence exercise

wealthy financier Don Ameche

that really got my goat.

Watching  Trading Pl
like buing given a lollipop 10
victed tiom
your hole i the road. Give me

s

D.f.ne.s ability to cope with a

which was to take place later
this year.

Sean Barrett, the Free State
Minister of State at the Depart-
ment of Defence, and the civil
servant in- charge of the exer-
cise were totally unable to cope
with the questions about the ab-
ility of Civil Defence to be in
any way effective in the face of
a nuclear attack. When asked
what good the communications

@ Posing as a crippled Vietnam veteran, con-artist Eddie Murphy tries

that
that enforee

1 conndy
the appaiall
our mi
stability & alw vs depn
pooi’s

s away at

L appatatus whose
wls on the
m aceept

nuclear attack. Now if he’d been

network set up with RTE would
be if they were put out of act-
ion by the blast waves, which is
what would be likely to happen,
they were unable to answer.

They also refused to say how
many nuclear shelters the Free
State government had, and who
would actually get into them.

“Politicians and people like
that,” it was admitted, to no-
body’s surprise.

4
to hustle money out of

Let's see a
tells it

ng thei lat i lile.
istic” comedy  that
as il ist

Al ght, ol her
aqu

1'm comur



An early

BY PETER O'ROURKE

JOHN DOHERTY, one of the early
19th century trade union leaders
was born in Buncrana, County Dop.
egal, in 1799.

Between 1814 and 1817, he worked
as @ cotton-spinner in Larne. From there
he emigrated 10 Manchester, where he
soon became. involved in the cotton-
spinners’ underground union. With Fran-
cis Place, the secretary of the cotton-
spinners’ union, he campaigned for rep-
eal of the Combination Acts, which out-
lawed trade unions. Both held radically
gifferent views of the future of the yn-.
jons. Place thought repeal would take
the militancy out of the trade unions
while Doherty thought that the trude’
unions had a great future and would
become nationwide, involving themselves
in every trade and industry.

In 1824, the laws were repealed. Five
years later, Doherty organised a confer-
ence of Irish, Scottish and English
cotton-workers. From this conference
was formed the Grand General Union of
Cotton-Spinners of Great Britain and Ire-

IRIS
esso

TRANSLATE —1
1 - Td infon ag Una.
2 — An bhfuil dearthir ag Eoin
3 — Thug d'aintin Gll dé.
4 — Tabhair dé an ceann bui.
5 — Bhi an garda tanai ar an mbéthar.
6 — Bhf an capall donn ag teacht &n

sliabh.
7 — T4 an fear 6g ag imeacht go dtf an
Astréil.

8 — Tabhair dom an méla gorm.

9 — Né tabhair dom an snith dearg.
10 — Tabhair d6 an leabhar dubh.

TRANSLATE — 2
1 — He has a brother and a sister.
2 — My uncle gives me sweets.
3 —Who is the tall man?
4 — The cross dog is there.
5 — Who is the nice man with Kate?
6 — The little girl is going to the hos-
pital.

Applications for speakers at Easter
commemorations should be made as
soon as possible to:

An Runai, * .

Coiste Cuimhneachéin na Poblachta,

44 Cearndg Pharnell,

BAC1.

lan
cro(:s.wHa:iar:g formed 5 union  which
il lonal boundinu, he laid
1830 1y r'm 2 federation of unions. In
'aundano: ar‘\ became a reality with the
e of the National Association
R otection of Laboyr (NAPL) —
T‘m trade union congress

he following vear, he left the NAPL
S attention to the newly-
v for the Promoting Nat-
3ton — a movement to es-
er working day in factories.

& WORKING DAY

oy campaign to reduce the long

e ing day, often Up to 14 hours long,

=2 r‘\N:enkMagch 1st 1834, 150 years ago

workers l‘o dzhf\rc:yma:vm: e
re t -

hour day. The Society got I:tr:e.sr:x:;gor::

'onal Regener.
tablish ashory

very small
because of
tories in tj
ers found
eight hou
continued
it was not

number of workers, but also
the fact that none of the fac-
hose days had clocks — work-
it difficult to know when the
s were up. Although Doherty
to work for factory reform,
until_1847 that the ten-hour
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A HERPRSY D IMEernORIQIY)

trade unionist

BURNS, James. (3rd Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol Jim
‘Skipper' Burns, 2nd Battalion, Bel-
fast Brigade, IRA, who was murdered on
February 23ra 1981 n every generat-
lon we have renewed the strug and so
it shall be unto the end, when Eng
land thinks she has trampled out our

day legislation was passed.

Doherty was the first in a long line
of Irish emigrants who played a leading
role in the building of the British lab-
our movement. His aim, in the words of
James Connolly, was “to organise the
working-class and to teach them to act
on their own initiative”.

battle In blood. Some brave man rises
and rallies us again. When England thinks
she has purchased us with a bribe, some
good man redeems us with a sacrifice
Whenever England goes on her mission
of Empire, we meet her and we strike
at her” — Padralg Pearse. Always
embered by Bernadette and Kate Reid,
USA.

DYNES, Eddle. (1st Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol Eddie
Dynes, Gglaigh na hEireann, North Ar-
magh, who dled In a car crash on March
1st 1983. | measc laochra na nGael
go raibh a anam. Always remembered
by his friends and comrades in North
Armagh.

DYNES, Eddie. (1st Anniversary). In
loving memory of Eddie, whose sudden
death has wounded us all. We miss him
dearly and pray for him dally. Always
remembered by his heartbroken wife
Mary and children.

DYNES, Eddle. (st Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol Eddie
Dynes, Oglaigh na hEireann, who died in
County Ar-
. No the republic
than those who died so bravely facing
the enemy. Eddle played his part and
today, united with his fallen comrades,
Is remembered and sadly missed by all
true republicans. From his friends in the
John Francis Green Sinn Féin cumann,
Castleblayney, County Monaghan.

THE pronunciation given in
5 near a5 possible 10 the soun:
CH i sounded a5 in LOCH ERNE

D and T before A, 0 and U are thick,
SPoken with the 1ongue pressed aganst
the upper fron

OH and GH are Iike a G far back in
the throat aimost a g,

7 — I'm going out to the hut.
8 — Give me the yellow button.
9 — Don't give him that money.
10 — Don't give me that box.

TRANSLATE —3
an mac é.

2 — Biodh piosa céille agat.
ridh.

4 — N& tabhair érlach déibh.

TRANSLATE — 4
1 — It is a big blow.
2 — Give me your hand.
3 — A town girl.

brackets s
.

ANSWERS — 1
1 — Una has a daughter.
2 — Has Owen a brother?
3 — Your aunt gave him an apple.
4 — Give him the yellow one.
5 — The thin guard was on the road.

~-Goiste Guimhneachain na Poblachta-
REPUBLIGAN COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE

6 — The brown horse was coming from
the mountain.

7 — The young man is going to Australia.

8 — Give me the blue bag.

9 — Don't give me the red thread.

10 — Give him the black book.

ANSWERS — 2
1 — T4 dearthair agus dei
2 — Tugann m‘uncal milsein dom.
3 — Cé hé an fear ard?
4 — T4 an madra crosta ansin.
5 — C& hé an fear deas le C§it?
6 — T4 an cailin beag ag dul go dti an
ospuidéal.
7 — Té mé ag dul amach go dti an
bothén.
8 — Tabhair dom an cnaipe buf.
9 — N tabhair db an t-airgead sin.
10 — Né tabhair dom an bosca

X ANSWERS — 3

1 — He is a strange type.
2 — Have a bit of sense.
3 — Right to the last breath.
4 — Don't give them an inch.

ANSWERS —4
1 — Is mér an buille &
2 — Tabhair dom do lamh.
3 — Cailin 6n mbaile mér.

EASTER
LILIES

Easter Lilies available from:
Mrs P. King,

29 All Saints Park,
Raheny,

Dublin 5. ~

Price: £12.50 per 1,000

e Honour Ireland's dead—wear an Easter Lily_—

Galaigh na nfireann, who dled on active
sarvice on March 4th 1972, Thug s& a
raibh alge ar son saoirse. Always remem
bered by his friends and comrades in the
Belfast Brigade.

KAVANAGH, Albert. (12th Annivers-

ary). In proud and loving memory of
our dearly beloved son Vol Albert Kava-
na Coy, 2nd Battalion, Belfast

Brigade, Oglaigh na h nn, who was
killed on active service on March 4th
1972. RIP. Mary, Queen of Ireland,
pray for him. We feel so proud of you
for the title that you bore, a Volunteer
for Ireland’s cause, could one have asked
for more? His memory lives on amongst
those who continue to fight for freedom.
parents,

KAVANAGH, Albert.
ary). In proud and loving memory of my
dear brother Vol Albert Kavanagh, who
was killed on active service on March
4th 1972. On my wall hangs a picture,
more precious than sliver or gold, it's
the picture of my dear brother, whose

(12th Annivers-

memory will never grow old. Mary,
Queen of the Gael, pray for him. Al-
ways remembered by his sister Paula,
nephews Paul, Mark and John.

KAVANAGH, Albert. (12th Annivers-
ary). In proud and loving memory of

Vol Albert Kavanagh, who was killed .

on active service on March 4th 1972,
‘“Lay him away on the hiliside, along
with the brave and the bold, Inscribe his
name on the roll of fame, in letters of
purest gold.” Mary, Queen of the Gael,
pray for him, Always remembered by his
good friend Elleen.

KAVANAGH, Albert. (12th Annivers-
ary). The Clonard/Colin Sinn Féin cum-
ann, Belfast, remembers with pride Vol
Albert who died on active

DYNES, Eddie. (st ). In
proud and loving memory of Vol Eddie
Dynes, Oglaigh na hEireann, who died
In a car accident on March 1st 1983.
Go ndéana Dia tr6caire ar a anam dflis.
Sadly missed by his friends and com-
rades in Keady, County Armagh, and
Castleblayney, County Monaghan.

KAVANAGH, Albert. (12th Annivers-
ary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Albert Kavanagh, Belfast Brigade,

service on March 4th 1972. ““The duty of
every revolutionary is to make the
revolution.'

MCcLAUGHLIN, Robert. (12th Annivers-
ary). In proud memory of Vol Robert
McLaughlin, Lifford, County Donegal,
who died on March 2nd 1972. “As well
as to believe, one must also serve.” Al-
ways remembered by his friends and
comrades in Portlaoise Jail.

CUNNINGHAM, Brian. (Crumlin Road):
Happy birthday, Brian. We hope you get
the ‘file’ in the birthday cake! Many
happy returns to you and best wishes to
all your friends in Crumlin Road. From
all your mates in Castleblayney and dis-
trict.

DEVINE, Paddy. (Portlaoise). Love and
best wishes to you on your birthday,
Paddy. From your loving wife Etta. xxx

DEVINE, Paddy. (Portlacise).

birthday, Daddy. We love you.
Linda, Paddy Junior, Barbara and Car-

mel. xxx
DEVINE, Paddy. (Portiacise). Happy
birthday, son. From your Mammy and
Jamesy.
DEVINE, Paddy. (Portlaoise). Best

wishes on your birthday, Paddy. From
Margaret, Martin and Lisa.

DEVINE, Paddy. (Portlaoise). Happy
birthday, Paddy. From Alice, Tommy
and the boys.

DEVINE, Paddy. (Portiaoise). Happy

birthday, Paddy. From Bernard, Maura
and family; and Betty, Joe and the boys,
Finglas.

FARRELL, Mairead. (Armagh). Birth-
day greetings to you, Mairead, for
March 3rd. | think of you because of
your deceased grandfather, Johnny
Gaffney, of Ballinamore, County Leit-
rim. When | was a kid in the Fianna, he
directed me on the train as to who the
enemy were. From James Dooner, Flor-
ida, USA.

GORMAN, Margaret. Love and best
wishes on your birthday, Margaret. From
Daddy (Portlaoise).

HEAPES, Jackie. Happy birthday and
1ots of love, Jackie. From Daddy (Port-
laoise).

MCcPEAKE, Sean. (H-Block). Birthday
greetings, Sean. Hoping your next one
will be spent in freedom. God bless.

SYMPATHY

BYRNE. Louth Sinn Fein combhairle
ceantair extends deepest sympathy to
the family of the late Andrew Byrne,
Louth village, County Louth, who died
recently.

HOGAN, MARTIN. In proud and loving
memory of my brother Vol

Hogan "and his comrade Vol
Martin, who were killed In action by
British thugs. You and your brave com-
rades took them on with great courage
and determination and you will be re-
membered for never showing fear of
the foreign occupation forces. Gone
but never to be forgotten by his loving
sister Rosie, Brian and nephew Proin-
sias

HOGAN, MARTIN. South Derry Brig-
ade, Oglaigh na hEireann, extends deep-
est sympathy to the families and friends
of Vols Henry Hogan and Declan Martin.
“If they aren’t to destroy the desire for
freedom, they won't break you. They
won't”break me because the desire for
freedom and the freedom of the Irish
people, Is in my heart” — Bobby Sands.
| HOGAN, MARTIN. South Derry Sinn
Féin  Women's Department extends
sincere sympathy to the families of IRA
Vols Henry Hogan and Declan Martin.
“They may Kill the revolutionary, but
never the revolution.
HOGAN, MARTIN.  The Connolly/
Hughes/McElwee Sinn Féin cumann,
Bellaghy, South Derry, extends deepest
$ympathy to the families of Vols Henry
Hogan and Declan Martin. Fuair siad bs
29 troid ar son saolrse mhulintir na hEir-
f:nn Mary, Queen of the Gael, pray for
em

HOGAN, MARTIN. The McCusker/Mc-
Mullan Sinn F&in cumann, Swatragh,
South Derry, extends sympathy to the
families of Vols Henry Hogan and Dec-
1an Martin. “They shall be spoken of am-
ong their people and generations shall
remember them and call them blessed."

HOGAN, MARTIN. South Derry Sinn
Féin comhairle ceantair extends deepest
sympathy to the families of Vols Henry
Hogan and Declan Martin. Ar dheis D&
go raibh a n-anamnacha.

HOGAN, MARTIN. The Republican
Soclety, Kevin Street College, Dublin,
extends deepest sympathy to the famil-
ies and friends of Vols Henry Hogan and
Declan Martin, who were murdered by
crown forces in Dunloy, North Antrim,
on February 21st.

N, MARTIN. The Casement/High-
::g-‘:‘\smn Féin cumann, Maghera, South
Derry, extends deepest sympathy to the
families of Vols Henry Hogan and Dec-
an Martin. Mary, Queen of the Gael,

em.
?4’5{;:’;1,'"»/4An'rm, The Seamus Steele
sinn Féin cumann, Newbridge, South
Derry, extends sympathy to the families
of Vols Henry Hogan and Declan Martin.
“They may kill the revolutionary, but
never the revolution.
HOGAN, MARTIN. The Sheridan/Lee/
Bateson Sinn Fein cumann, Ballymagu
an, South Derry, extends deepest sym-
Sainy to the families of Vols Henry Hog-
an and Declan Martin. Mary, Queen of
\reland, intercede for them.
HOGAN, MARTIN. Condolences are ex-
fended to the families and friends of
Vols Henry Hogan and Declan Martin,
who were killed in action on February
21st. “They may kil the revolutionary,
but never the revolution.” Always rem-
embereg by North Antrim Sinn Féin.
HOGAN, MARTIN. Deepest sympathy
is extended to the families of Vols Henry

Hggan and Declan' Martin, &glaigh na
heireann; who were killed In actlve sers
vice on February 21st. “Ireland unarmed
would attain just as much freedom as it
was convenient for England to give her"
— Patrick Pearse. Always remembered by
the James Connolly/Joe McDonnell/
Kieran Doherty Sinn Féin cumann, Bally-
mena, County Antrim.
HOGAN, MARTIN. Deepest sympathy is
extended to the families of ols Henry
Hogan and Declan Martin, Oglaigh na
hEireann, who were murdered by SAS
terrorists on February 21st. “Lay them
away on the hillside, along with the
brave and the bold, inscribe their name
on the roll of fame, in letters of purest
gold.” Always remembered by Bally-
mena young republicans.
HOGAN, MARTIN. Deepest sympathy is
extended to the families of \ols Henry
Hogan and Declan Martin, Oglaigh na
nEireann, who were killed in action
against an SAS terror-gang on February
21st. “The dust of some is Irish earth,
among their own they rest, and the same
land that gave them birth, has taken
them to her breast.” Always remember-
ed by the Roger Casement Independent
Flute Band, Ballymena.
HOGAN, MARTIN. The Terence Mac-
Swiney Sinn Féin cumann, West Lon-
don, extends deepest sympathy to the
families and friends of Vols Henry Hog-
an and Declan Martin, who were killed
on active service on February 21st.
HOGAN, MARTIN. Deepest sympathy is
extended to the families and friends of
ols Henry Hogan and Declan Martin,
glaigh na hEireann, who were Killed in
action on February 21st. “They may kill
the revolutionary, but never the revul-
ution.” Always remembered by their
imprisoned comrades Malachy Carey,
Sean Boyle, Danny Clarke, and Paddy
Creelman (H3, Magilligan).
HOGAN, MARTIN. Deepest sympathy is
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From the Bellaghy Republican POW
Welfare Association.

MURPHY, ‘Long John'. (Portlaoise).
Now who's gonna eat my stew? Hurry
back — your wine's waiting for you. All
my love. From M. xxx

SUGRUE, Peter. (Portlacise). Wishing
you very happy birthday wishes. Love
from Breda, Vincent, Micheal and Tanya.
SUGRUE, Peter. (Portlaoise). With love
on your birthday, Peter. Thinking of you
always. Love from Mam and Dad.
SUGRUE, Peter. (Portlacise). Love on
your 23rd birthday, Peter. Keep your
spirits up. Love from Dolores; and
Eddie, Jackie and Joanne.

SUGRUE, Peter. (Portlaoise). Prison
walls divide us, but let the word be
heard, we are with you all the way, en-
joy your twenty-third. Love from Nor-
een, Christina and Caroline; Sean and
Mrs Kennelly; and Babe, Pat and family.
SUGRUE, Peter. (Portlaoise). You'll nev-
er walk the road alone, at the end of
which you're free. | am with you at your
side. You're a hero at twenty-three. All
my love from Maria.

SUGRUE, Peter. (Portiacise). Happy
birthday, Pete. Carry on the fight. Our
day will come. From Teresa, Johnnie,
Mike and Pa; Pat, Joe, Maureen and fam-
ily; and Brendan, Carol and the boys.

GREETINGS to the ‘Scribbler' (Port-
lacise). Come home, all is forgiven. | pro-
mise not to say ‘I told you so'. Love
from ‘Curly’. xxx

Thanks

GERRY AND JOAN SMALL extend
heartfeit thanks to Edith and Tommy
Forkin, and Sean Gough, Manchester,
for their concern and invaluable help
during Gerry's deportation from Eng-
land ‘under the racist, anti-Irish PTA.
Words can never express our apprec-
iation for their efforts. Thank you.
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extended to the families and friends of
Vols Henry Hogan and Declan Martin.
From Pearse McMahon.

HOGAN, MARTIN. Heartfelt sympathy
is extended to the families and friends of
Vols Henry Hogan and Declan Martin.
Thug siad a raibh acu ar &r son. From the
McMahon family, Loughguille.

HOGAN, MARTIN. Sincerest sympathy
is extended to the families and friends of
Vols Henry Hogan and Declan Martin,
who gave their lives so gallantly fighting
against British tyranny. *‘No words need
speak, their memory shouts forth,
“Erin go brath!"". Go gcuimhne a nanam-
acha | measc laochra na nGael. From the
McElwee family.

HOGAN, MARTIN. Deepest sympathy is
extended to the families and friends of
Vols Henry Hogan and Declan Martin,
who were killed on active service on Feb-
ruary 21st. From the Roger Casement
Sinn Féin cumann, Loughguille.
HOGAN, MARTIN. Sincere sympathy
is extended to the families and friends of
Vols Henry Hogan and Declan Martin.
From Republican Youth, Loughguille.
HOGAN, MARTIN. Deepest sympathy is
extended to the families and friends of
Vols Henry Hogan and Declan Martin.
“While Ireland holds these graves,
land unfree shall never be at peace.'
From County Antrim National Graves
Association.

HOGAN, MARTIN. The Thomas Mc-
Elwee Sinn F&in cumann, Greenlough,
South Derry, extends deepest

Derry, extends deepest sy y to the
sorrowing families and friends of Vols
Henry Hogan and Declan Martin. Go
ndéana Dia trécaire ar a n-anamnacha.
HOGAN, MARTIN. The Sean Larkin Sinn
Fein cumann, Loup, South Derry, ex-
tends deepest sympathy to the families
of Vols Henry Hogan and Declan Martin.
Mary, Queen of Ireland, pray for them.
HOGAN, MARTIN. The Maire Drumm
Sinn Fein cumann, Magherafelt, South
Derry, extends sincere sympathy to the
families of Vols Henry Hogan and Dec-
lan Martin. Their memory lives on am-
ongst those who continue to fight for
freedom.

MCcELROY. Deepest sympathy is extend-
ed to the family and friends of the late
Jimmy McElroy of Doogary, Tydavnet,
County Monaghan, who was laid to rest
on February 27th 1984. From North
Monaghan Sinn Féin.

O'DONNELL. Limerick Sinn Féin ex-
tends deepest sympathy to Jackie O
Donnell and family on the death of nis
sister.

QUINN. Watertorg

Sinn Féij

ceantair extends deepest sy"mgrt';u’;. n’;
::&n ‘Q:Inn and the family circle on the
Gopmt death of his father, John Paul
THORNBURY. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to Mary, Joanie and the rest of
the Thornbury family on the recent
death of 'Big Joe' Tharnbury. From Bar-
bara Pryor.

1o the sorrowing families of Vols Henry
Hogan and Declan Martin. “NT sfochdin
gan saoirse.”

HOGAN, MARTIN. The Fergal O'Han-
lon Sinn Fein cumann, Lavey, Soutn

T Y. Deepest is e:
tended to the tamily and friends ot Gene
T

v, a t4
and anti-cleric to the last. He will be
greatly missed. With respect. From John
McGriffin, San Francisco.

“——
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RUC thugs in
Cookstown

B8Y JANE PLUNKETT

A YOUNG Cool

was viciously, and dl

assaulted by RUC personnel on Thursday last, February 23rd
as she attempted to monitor a raid on her brother’s home.

In recent weeks, RUC harass-
ment in Cookstown has intensified,
following the introduction of an

*"RUC Divisional Mobile Support
Unit into the town, and this part-
icular incident was one of a series
of vindictive RUC attacks on local

nationalists and their homes within
the space of three days.

At around 5pm on Thursday
last, 20-year-old Janet Casey return-
ed to her brother Kevin's Green-
vale Drive home to see him being
‘lifted’ and a large force of RUC

RUC storm
Short Strand

centre

BY MAEVE ARMSTRONG

IN AN SAS-type raid, about
30 RUC men, armed with Ing-
ram and Uzi sub-machine guns
and carrying sledge-hammers
and axes, caused damage es-
timated at over £1,000, to the
Mac Airt Community Centre
in the nationalist Short Strand
area of East Belfast on Sun-
day, February 26th.

Dressed in civilian clothes and
accompanied by a few uniformed
men from the local Mountpottinger
Barracks, the RUC arrived in six
Cortina cars and a landrover and
stormed into the building at about
5.30pm.

A bowling tournament was going

Bellagh
harassment

BY JANE PLUNKETT

A 17-YEAR-OLD South Derry
youth was arrested on Tuesday, this
week and detained in Gough Barr-
acks by the RUC, who are appar-
ently waging a continuing campaign
»of intimidation against the youth-
ful members of a local nationalist
band.
On Saturday, February 18th, a veh-
icle carrying members of the Bellaghy
based Brendan Convery Memorial Band

Dole death threa

[ 8v macve armsTRONG ]

A MAN from the Short
Strand area of East Belfast,
who was released from Crum-
lin Road Jail after 11 months
on remand, believes his life is
in danger after death threats
were made to him in Castle-
reagh Interrogation Centre.

The threats, dating back to
1982, were made during half a
dozen arrests of 20-year-old Gerard
Anderson, who was held each time
for the full seven-day period under
Section 12.

The RUC threatened that they

on in the main hall, attended main-
ly by elderly people, who were
forced at gunpoint to stand with
their hands above their heads.

Gerry Gibney, secretary of St
Matthew’s Tenants Association and
manager of the centre, told the
RUC that he had the keys and
would open the doors for them to
avoid damage but, already intent on
wreaking as much damage as possib-
le, they deliberately broke down
doors with sledge-hammers and ser-
iously damaged a central-heating
storage tank, destroying £300 of
fuel.

Cupboards containing educat-
ional books and equipment were
smashed open with axes, and Gerry
Gibney was marched outside, a
Magnum revolver at his back, to
inspect rubbish outside the kitchen.

NO EXPLANATION
In spite of a complaint to
Mountpottinger Barracks by Will-

home from a fund-raising engagement
was stopped by a large force of RUC on
the outskirts of Coalisland, County Tyr-
one.

For the next 2% hours the members
of the band, some of them only eight
years old, were held at the roadside and
subjected to continual verbal abuse.

Despite severe, wintry weather, the
RUC refused to allow the children back
onto the bus during their long ordeal,
even temporarily, to bring out their
coats. Several of the younger children
became distressed as RUC personnel

would arrange for him ‘to be done’
coming oul of the dole office in
Corporation Street in the city
centre. Two months later, Ander-
son was picked up by the UDR
going to the dole and taken to
Castlereagh, where the threats were
made again.

He was charged and received a
two year suspended sentence for
‘possession’, last February 22nd,
when he was released.

INVOLVEMENT
The involvement of members of
the UDR in the sectarian Protestant
Action Force, which claimed res-
ponsibility for the deaths of North

® Janet Casey holds her bruised side

raiding the house.

Several of these abusively at-
tempted to prevent her entering.
In the hallway, when she insisted

® Community work RUCstyle 2

iam Ward, chairperson of the ten-
ants’ association, no explanation
for the raid was forthcoming.

“it was an organised attack on
the community centre like the raid
on the flats in Lenadoon last week,”
said Gerry Gibney. “We see it as
not only an attack on the commun-
ity centre but an attack on the
whole community.”

The Mac Airt Centre provides
important amenities to the people
of the Short Strand, including hot
meals for old age pensioners, a
mother and toddler group, sporting
facilities and activities for
employed youth.

un-

physically abused band members, prodd-
ing several with their plastic-bullet guns.

One of those assaulted was 17-year-
old Damien Convery, of Bellaghy, who
was warned that he would be detained,
in the near future, in Gough/Barracks.

Ten days later, at about 5.30 on Tues-"
day morning, February 28th, three car-

Ioads of RUC personnel arrived at the

Convery family’s home to carry out their

threat. Damien Convery was taken to

Gough Barracks, Armagh, where he was

detained under Section 11 of the EPA.

r right to monitor their
es, an RUC man brutally
rammed the butt of his rifle into
Janet Casey’s stomach, causing
extensive bruising.

Inside the house, Janet Casey
firmly rejected the RUC’s de-
marids that she stay under room-
arrest, despite constant intimidat-
ion and threats.

ASSAULTED
During the next hour, as she
followed the RUC round the

house, protesting at their destruct-
ive activities, the young woman
was repeatedly assaulted. She re-
called:

“Inside, the RUC man who hit
me first started pushing me around
with the gun. Then the sergeant
hit me a crack with his fist. Then

BY MAEVE ARMSTRONG
& JANE PLUNKETT

FOR MORE than three weeks, the
nationalist Cappagh area of County
Tyrone has been subjected to a
massive and continuous incursion
by the UDR and British army,
who have systematically harassed
local adults and schoolchildren,
vandalised farmers’ property and
terrorised livestock.

Sinn Fein has received complaints
from more than ten local farmers, who
have witnessed crown forces cutting
their wire fences in broad daylight, arr-
ogantly ignoring nearby gates. Disused
dwellings have been broken into and, at
night, British army helicopters regularly
chase cows around the fields. At least one
cow has lost her calf through this sadist-
ic entertainment, and angry farmers fear
more losses as calving gets underway .
During recent weeks, local people
complain, the UDR and British soldiers
have regularly harassed young children
coming off school buses, attempting to
extract information about their families.
Stop-and-search operations, partic-
ularly directed against local youth, have

they put me against a door and
another one held a gun to my
throat and threatened to shoot
me. | lost count of how many
times | was hit after five or six
times.

Several days afterwards, Janet
Casey’s side and throat were still
bruised and sore from the beating.

The RUC finally left at around
630 that night, arresting two of
Kevin Casey’s friends who had
been confined to the house through-
out this time.

The house was left thoroughly
ransacked by the RUC, who had
broken the lock on a shed door
and spat on a framed picture of
the ten dead H-Block hunger-
strikers. A cigarette butt had been
stubbed out on a picture of Bobby
Sands.

Cappagh
Incursions

been stepped up, and people travelling
to and from their work have been sub-
jected to verbal and physical abuse at
roadblocks.

One Wednesday, February 22nd, a
35-year-old local man, a builder, was de-
tained for over an hour by the UDR
while on his way to a neighbour’s fun-
eral in Galbally. The man was roughly
searched, put against his car, struck sev-
eral times around the body and photo-
graphed by the UDR before being finally
released, having missed the funeral.

Within one 10-day period, the sect-
arian UDR has used these tactics to dis-
rupt the funerals of four local nation-
alists, thus further provoking local anger.

RANSACKED

And in Dromore, County Tyrone,
last Thursday, February 23rd, the
Church Street home of 57-year-old
Thomas McGrade was raided and badly
ransacked by members of the RUC. The
RUC also verbally abused and terrorised
the McGrades’ young children for over
an hour while their father was arrested
and taken to Omagh RUC Barracks.
There, he was questioned for approx-
imately 12 hours before being released
without charge.

Moyard shooting

Hany McGreevy, a married. man
with a three-year-old son, was walking
home from the New Barnsley Social
Club where he had been having a few
drinks, “when he was apprehended
and bullied by a Brit who insisted he
answered his numerous questions. Some
local people who witnessed the incident
described the soldier — who began shout-
ing abuse at McGreevy — as being ‘very
arrogant’.

At this point it appears that a scuffle
developed and another Brit fired a single
shot which grazed McGreevy's neck,
apparently ricocheted  and  hit  the
Brit. totally refute
by a Brit spokesperson who claimed
that Harry McGreevy had tried to take
the soldier’s rifle off him, as every mem-
ber of the nationalist community is well
aware that Brit SLR rifles are strapped
onto soldiers’ wrists to avoid such a
situation.

Meanwhile, Harry McGreevy, who
was hospitalised for six days, under-
went
ments of the bullet
which required nine stitches.

® GERRY ANDERSON

Belfast man Joseph Craven last
December and Armagh man Peter

two operations 1o remove frag-
from his neck,

BY MAEVE ARMSTRONG

A 22-YEAR-OLD man from Moyard Crescént, in West Belfast, was shot
in the neck by a trigger-happy British soldier after a patrol stopped the
man returning home in the early hours of last Thursday morning, February
23rd.

o
@® HARRY McGREEVY

Gerry Adams MP strongly criticised
the actions of the Brits involved which
was, he said, a reflection of their hatred
for the nationalist community as a
whole.

Corrigan, both of whom were on
their way to sign on the dole,
gives Gerard Anderson adequate
grounds for his fears,

Last Friday, February 24th,
Anderson asked a supervisor at his
dole office if he could avail of flex-
ible signing-on days and thus avoid
the risk of being set-up, but his

Published by AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS, 44 Pamnell Square, Dublin. 1, tel. 747611, telex 30109; and 51/53 Falls Road, Belfast, tel. 246841, telex 747523 -

reasonable fequest was met with
unconcern. Anderson saick

“He told me that something
would have to happen to me first
before | could have flexible days
and when | asked if that meant |
had to get myself shot dead in the
process, he just shrugged his should-
ers!”
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