
The,Barrett family, James Barrett and his wife Margarot,
with Susan (17), Conn (12) Danny (15) and Tina (71.

DANNY BARRETT (15 YEARS)
Shot dead by British Army Sniper, 9 July 1981
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DANNY BARRETT
Killed by British Army Sniper. {) -lrrlv Mll I
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Boy sitting on wall, on which Danny Barrett was kiiled' points to

the Observation Post from where British Army Sniper fired'
Danny's Father, as then, stands at the door of their home'
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The Shooting of Danny Barrett
On 9th July 1981 Danny Barrett, aged t5 years, of Havana Court,Ardoyne, Belfast, was shot dead b-y the British ArrV ,UorI g.gO
p.m.

On the afternoon of.g July his friend, George McErlean, aged 16,callld for. Danny at his home in Havana co"urt. r#v i"nili", tothe Poot Hut at the bottom.of .Brompton park Oetdeen d.S-O p.m.
and 7.00 p.m. and came back about 7.15 p.m. rney carreo tor-a fewminu.tes at_Joseph Brown,s house at'Havana'C;;rt.'i"' *",watching. "Top of the. pops', so they tet and ;;;i; oJnny,shouse. There they watche! "Top ot ine pops;' ,ntii 

"oout 
a p.r.They went out and met the re'st of tr,eii iri"no. 

"t 
-a-rlr"pton.

There had been a gr.ack Frag March, not an ,n"o**on'[ning
during.the Hunger strike at H 6locks, and there w""" cro*J ff,"r".They did not want to stand around so they *"nito in"'6iuo atHerbert street to go to the disco. There were four oitir" oiinur.There was no crowd at the disco so Danny, Ceoige, anO tievinMullen returned to Danny's house. There wis riotirig io*n 

"ttn"waste ground beside Hory cross Schoor. They watc"h"J ino tn"nheard a couple of shots. They went back to Ornni, noi"I.'
James Barrett, Danny's father, recounts that despite some riotingat the bottom of Brompton park ail was quiet in Harana C6rrt.Havana court is a smail square of newry buirt red orict< nou-ses.There is a main entrance fiom Frax street.al$ t-he nigh or-iaingtower of Ewart's Miil on top of which is a ariiish Airv'ir,riJo rno
sentry post, visible to the eye, dominates the area and giv", 

"Ll"r,,visionary tlne right down the ritile front gardens of"the iow othouses where Danny rived. These smitt tiont 
-g"idlni''"r"

surrounded by row brick wails about two feet high. i numoer otplastic bullets were fired at the rioters who were mainly childlen.The chirdren threw stones; then ran to retrive tne piasiic ouJtets.James Barrett arso heard the numberof shots fired but oior,'t tcnowfrom where or at whom.-The shooting, he tnorght,ie"r"i tocome from thedirection of Brompton pi/t<. whdn oinnv ni"r-Jtnefirst shots he rushed into the house arong with the otl. d, cniiJr"n.There was a short lull and Danny walked 
-out 

to the front alain anoJames went with him. James stood at the ooor. oanny."i onin"low wall at right angres to the house and was facing to*iio.'rr",street' George McErrean was standing in the nirr ot-binny,s
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British Army Observation Post in Flax Street taken from Havana
Court. Camera is visible on top of Post.

house. Joseph Foster, aged 16, had been atthe Pool Hutand had
come over to Havana Court by himself. He sat down on the wall
beside Danny. Kevin Mullen was standing furtherdown the path to
the house. Gerry Ferguson was standing between James Barrett
and Danny. Then there was a further number of shots. Joe Foster
said to Danny - "Get down". Danny said - "Ach it's alright". Then
there was a single shot and Danny fell back over the wall. James
saw Danny fall back over the wall. He thought at first Danny had
th rown himself back to get down for cover. Gbrry Ferguson got up.
James looked over the wall and saw his son lying bleeding. He
thought he had hit his head when he fell over. He jumped over the
wall and saw he was losing a lot of blood. He knew then Danny had
been shot. He was unconscious and appeared to be d.ead. He said
an Act of Contrition in his ear and held.him in his arms. He took off
his shirt and tee shirt and tried to stem the flow of blood. An
ambulance was called.

When Danny was shot there was panic among the children and
neighbours who had been drawn to the doors by the rioting and
shobting. There had been some running to and fro by parents to
bring children away from Brompton Park. When Danny^was shot
some others in hysteria thought they had been shot too. Some ran
into Mrs Veronica Clarke's house next door to Barrett's. Some
were screaming.

Patrick Clarke, husband of Veronica, says that on gth July hewent
to the local disco at around 8.45 p.m. to bring home his eight year
old son- On his way home he saw two RUC landrovers driving up
Burtler Street. A third landrover was further down the streetl He
reached the junction of Butler Street/Flax Street at the same time
as the landrovers. He heard shots being f ired f rom the direction of
Etna Drive/Brompton Park at the landrovers. He gr:abbed his son
and ran back to the old houses at Butler Street. Tne tfr ird landrover
came racing past him to join up with the other two. He heard a
seeond number of shots which sounded different from the first
firing and he assumed this was the RUC returning fire. The RUC
landrovers went into Ardoyne Avenue. Patrick crossed the waste
ground and went home. He heard a lot of people shouting that a
child had been shot. He saw young Danny Barrett lying on the
ground; some neighbours were beside h im; they were wa iting for an
ambulance. When it came, he went with Danny to the Mater
Hospital. He realised that Danny was dead. Half way down Flax
Street they were stopped by the British Army. He was questioned
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as to who Danny was and all the details. This took about three
minutes. At the bottom of Flax Street they were again stopped by
the British Army who wanted to know details. The ambulance crew
protested at the delay. They had to give all the information again
and this took three minutes. The soldiers then said they would
escort the ambulance to the hospital. '150 yards down the Crumlin
Road they were stopped by the RUC. The soldiers who were in
front of the ambulance drove on. They had to give the RUC the
same inforrnation again. The RUC went with them to the hospital.
When they reached the Mater,the doctors were waiting at the
gates. They came into the ambulance and pronounced Danny
dead. The RUC asked Patrick to identify Danny. He did that and then
they went to the Morgue.

At the time of the shooting Danny's mother, Mrs. Margaret Barrett,
was visiting her friend Lily Canavan at Strathroy Park, Ardoyne.
James went to the house to tell her. He was pale and shocked. Mrs
Barrett was sitting with her back to the window. Lily Canavan said
-"'Here's your Jimmy coming. There must be something wrong."
Mrs Barrett said - "Jimmy, what's wrong? ls it our Danny?" He
shook his head and she ran out and down the entry. He foilowed
her and said Danny was shot. People were out of their homes. Mrs.
Barrett did not know Danny was dead. She saw the British soldiers
and the RUC. She wanted to go to the Hospital. She saw the priest
at the hospital. She ran away - she knew he was bad. The priest
told her he was dead and she came back home.

lmmediately after the shooting the RUC and the British Army
came on the scene and searched the Barrett home. They looked
through Tina's schoolbooks. The off icer in charge said they were
looking for arms and not to go through trivial things. They
searched through the yard, bin, coal bunker, and backgarden.
They searched all the bedrooms and cupboards upstairs and
down. They also searched Micky Holland's home - Danny's chum.
There was no one in the house at the time and they broke the back
lock and window.

The next morning, 1Oth July around 6 a.m. the RUC, British Army.
and forensic expert came to the outside of the house to examine a
bullet hole in the next door neighbour's house. James Barrett went
out and spoke to them. They were pointing in the direction of the
highrise building in Flax street which is a Biitisn Army base. There
is an observation Post on top of it. The forensic men told James
that was the direction the shot came from.
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Dann'y Barrett was buried after 10 o'clock Mass on 14 July from
Holy Cross Church. Some statements have been madetothe FIUC
but as yet there has been no inquest or any further development
in the case.

Danny Barrett is another victim of the British/lrish conflict. His lite
reflects his own people, the oppressed Catholic nationalists of
the north of lreland. His father Jimmy Barrett was born and reared
in Hooker Street. He married in June 1963. His wile came from
Unity Flats. They bought a wee house in Hooker Street and were
there during the whole "troubles" until the peace line went up.
They went up to Gormanstown with their three children the night
of internment but only stayed a night. During the years they were
often kicked about just like their neighbours, sleeping in schools
in bad times. They left HookerStreet in June 1980and moved to
Havana Court. Danny loved the new house because of the
bathroom and plenty of room to bring all his chums. ln all the
"troubles" he never got hurt. James Barrett the father is 40 years of
age, an unemployed cranedriver. There are three other children -
Susan (17), Conn (12), Tina (7). Mrs Barret was always terribly
afraid for Danny because of his age and the Hunger Strike. She
kept him home from school the whole week before Bobbie Sands
died. His school, St. Gabriel's.is on the main Crumlin Road and she
was afraid of anything happening. Danny's favourite pastimes
were playing pool, disco and playing records. He was a normal
boisterous lad of his age, liked the girls and had plenty of friends.
He and his sister were due to go on a holiday to Bray arranged by
Ardoyne Youth Leaders Hugh tr/agee and Brian Gormley.

Danny's father was one of the Voluntary Youth Workers who
helped the Ardoyne Youth Club each year. Danny was a member
of Ardoyne Youth Group and around 30 children were going on
the. Trip.
On 19th May 1981 f ive British soldiers were killed by a landmine in
Camlough, South Armagh. On that day about 4 p.m. his mother
was called to where some soldiers had stopped him. They were
accusing him of having hi-jacked a car. Danny told his mother
"The soldier is after saying to me - 'You see the soldier in the
Observation Post; if he identifies you as the one that hi-jacked the
car from Brompton Park, you'll be sent away for a right spelli" lt
was the same Observation Post from which Danny was shot. ln
July 1980 he was arrested with two others for alleged rioting. lt
went to court and the case was thrown out.
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Who will tdke an interest in the case of Danny Barrett shot by the
British Army? ls he to join the 11 othgr completely innocent men,
women and children killed by the dritish Army and no justice
follow? Are we silent too lonE?

Raymond Murray

Playrng fiel,

T 14"

,.DANNY WAS SITTING ON THE
GARDEN WALL"

GEORGE McERLEAN, Holmdene Gardens, Belfast. Aged 16

I called for Danny that afternoon of 9th July 1981 about 6 or 6.30
p.m. at his house, 1 1 Havana Court. He asked me to go to the shop
for him, just over the street as he wanted to do something. I went to
the shop and came back. Then we went over to the Pool Hut
together, at the bottom of Brompton. We went between 6.30 p.m.
and 7.00 p.m. and came bdck about 7.15 p.m. We went to Joseph
Brown's house around the corner in Havana Court. We called for
him and he said he was watching "Top of the Pops" until about
8.00 p.m. Then we went out and met the rest of our mates at the
corner of Brompton. lt was just after the march and there was a
crowd there. lt was a Black Flag March. We didn't want to be
stancling about so we went down to the Club at Herbert Street to
go to the disco. There were 4 or 5 of us. Two of them went in but the
rest didn't want. There was no crowd, nobody at it. Me and Danny
and Kevin Mullen came around back to Danny's house and sat.
There were crowds out in the street and we went out. They were all
running down towards Flax Street. There was rioting down atthe
waste ground beside Holy Cross school. We were just watching it
and then we heard shots, a couple. We went back to Danny's
house, just out at the door, Danny was sitting on the garden wall,
facing down towards Flax Street. I was standing in the hall. I went
to sit beside him and I heard another shot. I seen him falling back.l
came into the house and saw people all running over here. I ran out
the back and on home. I went up to Jamaica Street and seen Kevin
Mullan's brother, Martin. He called me into his house. I only stayed
about five minutes. I went on round to my own house. I heard
somebody was shot but didn't know who it was. I stayed in my own
house and somebody came in and told me Danny was dead.

I was a year older than Danny and had left school before him.
About 7 or 8 of us went 1oq!d together. None of us was working.
we went to Discos and poor Hut together. we stayed in Ardoyni
district all the time, never went out of it.

Signed: George McErlean
Witness: Fr Raymond Murray

Dated 15 November 19g1
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James Barrett standing in the door of his home. A boy sits where
Danny was when he was shot.

!,, ,,t srooD AT THE DooR"
JAMES BARBETT, Havana Court, Ardoyne, Belfast. Aged 40.

Undmployed Cranedriver. Father of Danny Barrett. Children:
Susan aged '17, Con aged 12,Tina aged 7.

I have been livinE in Ardoyne all my lile. I married my wife in 1963.

She came f rom Unity Flats. We had four children,Danny being the
second eldest. He was shot dead on 9th July 1981 by a British
Soldier in Ardoyne. He was sitting on a low wall at the f ront of the
house at the time. One of his friends, Kevin Mullen, was beside him
at the time. I was standing at the front door. The time was around
9.30 p.m. but it was a warm, very clear night. We were simply
standing at the door. There was some rioting going on around the
corner it tne bottom of Brompton Park. At my home allwas quiet.
A number of plastic bullets were fired at the rioters which were
mainly children. The kids threw the stones then ran after the
plastic bullets. lt seemed to be a game to the children. The wall
around my house is about two feet high. Danny was sitting with
both hands in below him. There was a number of shots fired
though we didn't see from where or at whom. This shooting
seemLd to come from the direction of Brompton Park. When
Danny heard the first lot of shots he rushed into the house
atong with my other children. There was a lull of around five
minules or longer and Danny walked back out to the front and I

went behind him. He then sat on the wall again and I stood at the
door. We then heard another number of shots being fired. Kevin
Mullen was standing further down the path. Gerry Ferguson was
standing between Danny on the wall and me at the door. I saw
Danny fhtt Uact< over the wall and my f irst thought was Danny had
thrown himself back to get down for cover' Gerry got up and I

looked over the wall and saw Danny lying there' He seemed to be
bleeding but I thought he had hit his head when he fell over. I

jumpedtver the wall and saw he was losing a lot of blood' I knew
then he had been shot. He was unconscious and appeared to me to
be dead. I said an act of contrition in his ear and held him in my
arms. I took off my shirt and tee shirt and tried to stop the f low of
blood. An ambulance was called and Danny was taken to the
Mater. A neighbour went with him while I tried to comtort my
family. On arrival at the Mater Danny was found to be dead and
taken to the morgue. My wife was in a neighbour's house in
Strathroy Park and I went to break the news to her.

Page I3Page 12



Danny was still at school at the time of the incident. His favourite
pastimes werb playing pool, disco and playing records. H" *u, 

"normal boisterous rad of his age, riked the girrs and had prenty offriends. He and his sister were due to go on a week's h;riday toBray the fo.llowing week. I had got their-money chanqed to ountsfor them. He was a member of Ardoyne youth'Group"unJrlorno
30 of them were going on the trip. 

-

Signed:James Barrett

,,H!'i?'-"i;sffi3,,i?il

I SAID "GET DOWN" AND HE SAID,.ACH IT'S ALRIGHT"
JOSEPH (JOE) FOSTER, Kingston Court, Betfast. Aged 16.

I was in the Pool Hunt and came over to Havana Court by myself.Danny was sitting on the wall and t saiJown beside him. I heardshooting around"the corner and I said ,,Get down,,, and he said"ach it's arright". The next thing r nearo another snot. banni terr
page 14

back. I ran into Mrs Clarke's with Deirdre. I looked outthewindow
and saw all the blood. Then I ran outandseen Jimmytaking off his
white shirt and putting it around him. Then I just ran on up home to
my mother and father. That was it until the next morning. I came
down to see Molly and Jimmy. That night I heard he was dead.

I was paling around with Danny for four or five months.

Srgned. Joseph Foster
Witnessed: Fr RaYmond l/urraY

Dated: 15 November 1981

..I HEARD ONE SHOT''

KEVIN MULLEN, Jamaica Street, Ardoyne, Belfast, Aged 15.

I was with my friend Danny Barrett on 9th July 198'1 in the path
outside his home when we heard a number of shots. We ran into
Danny's house;then after a few minutes went out to the path again.
Danny sat on the wall and I wa.s about three feet f rom him. I heard
one shot and saw Danny f all over the wall and his legs kicked in the
air. I fellto the ground,then got up and ran intothe house. Danny's
daddy ran to Danny and jumped over the wall. Mr Barrett took off
his shirt and put it to Danny's head. I then realized he had been
shot. A lot of people came on the scene and Danny was taken away
in the ambulance. I later learned that Danny was dead. He was my
friend from he moved into his new house which was about 14
months ago.

Signed,Kevin Mullen
Witnessed, Clara Reilly

Dated 15 November 198'l

..THERE HAD BEEN SPORADIC
RIOTING IN BROMPTON PARK"

PATRICK CLARKE, Havana Court, Ardoyne, Belfast'

On 9th July around 8.45 p.m. I went to the local disco to bring
,home my 8 year old son. There had been sporadic stoning in

'Brompton Park. On my way home I saw 2 police land.rovers
driving up Butler Street. A third landrover was further down the
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street' r reaqhed the junction of Burer street-Frax street 
^f 

,n.same time as the Landrovers did. r heird snots oeing til"ii-r, tn"direction of Etna Drive, erompto; part< at the randrovd;..';grabbed my son and ran back to irre oro houses in Burer s(i-br.The third randrover cameracing p"rl r" i;ri;;;;iin'riJr,n",two. r heard a second rot of shooiiiig ;hi"n sounded different f romthe f irst. r assumed.it was the poric6 i"iri"i"glir"ri["'rln"J,or"r,
wenr home' r heard a.rot of peopre .norti"gih"i, 

"'rriiit'0""nshot and when I reached. *y girde; IL"* yorng Danny Barretttying there, some neighbourJ were olsio; h;r"r;;"iii"i.*"r"waiting o.n an ambut?*g When iicame,t went with O"nni to thehospitar. r rearized at this point ti,ai oanny was dead. Hirf waydown Ftax Street y:_y"rg stoppeO Oy tn" army. I was questionedas to who Danny was and a, ihe oeiiirs. when tn"v 6Jirii".'nur"and address we were a]lgwed to go. T-hi. took about three minutes.At the bottom of Ftax S^rl_"-"t,1".ir.9r"30"in iiopp"j'OV 
"r*v 

*n"wanted to know the same details. iie amOutancc crew wereprotesting at the deray. r had to sive arith-isl;i;;;;riJn"oi"l"suin
which took another three minut6s. rn" irn.,v then said t[ev'iortogive us an escort to the Mater. w" r,ro inry traveiled another 150yards down the Crumlin noaO wnen we were stopped by thepolice- The army who were in front of the ambulance iilnpr/jror"on. We had to give the police tn, ."_" informaiiol_r',Jgatn.Amburance crew stiI protedteo ano toro ine p"ii""dinli n"i[""nstopped three times rne porice th";';;;" with us to the.hospitar.When we reached the Maier,the Ooitors were waiting at tne gltes.They came into the ambulance 

"nO 
pionornced Danny dead. Thepolice askeu nre to make an identif ication of ounnv *nil[iiil. w"then went to the tvlorgue. I went to ine police later and made astatement.

Signed, Patrick Clarke

,#xi?i,"*311:,,-3il
..OUR DEIRDRE CAME RUNNING IN

SCREAMING"
It4RS VERONTCA CLABKE, Havana Court, Belfast, Aged 39.

The night of gth Jutv_1_9_g1, my young wee boy, Eamon, aged g, wecouldn't find him. Tnere was some rioting in Brompton park. I wasin and out watching to see if my husblnd"had got him. I went down
page l6

to the corner of Havana Court facing Flax Street. Danny and a
couple of his mates were coming up this way. I had asked Danny
had he seen him and he said that he was alright that Paddy had got
him, the wee boy had been round at the disco. I had my daughter's
wee baby in my arms. Danny's daddy, Jimmy, was at the corner
and we were talking. There was some petrol bombing and rioting
over at Brompton. I came up to go into the house, I live next door,
and Ji.nmy brought Danny with a couple of his mates. I was in the
house and I heard a burst of.shooting. My oldest daughter Deirdre
aged 20 was at the door and a little boy called Fosterwas also at my
door. I went to the door and told them to watch themselves;there
was nothing going on in the street, just Brompton. I saw Danny
sitting on the wall. Then I came in and I heard shooting again, this
was after the first shots, and I didn't know whether it was one or
two shots. Then our DeirCre came running in screaming - she
thought she was shot and wee Foster came running in too. He
thought he was shot. I tried to go out and women tried to hold me
back, crowds had come at this time. - I still thought Deirdre was
shot. But I did get to the door and saw Danny lying but I only saw
his feet. Jimmy was on his knees over him. Deirdre then said - "lt's
Danny". The women that was in here phoned doctors. Danny had
been taken away in an ambulance. I had got tablets. There was a
lot of soldiers in my hall and at the window because it was in my
garden he fell. There was R.U.C. there too. My husband, Paddy,
went with Danny in the ambulance, because Jimmy went to break
the news to his Mammy. Paddy said that while he was in the
ambulance with Danny it was stopped by soldiers and R.U.C. in
Flax Street and searched and stopped in the Crumlin Road again -
they looked into it again.

Then they came back and I was told he was dead.

Signed, Mrs Veronica Clarke
Witnessed,Fr Raymond Murray

Dated 15 November 1981

"lT's DANNY, lT',S DANNY"
SUSAN BARRETT, Havana Court, Ardoyne, Belfast, Sister of
Danny Barrett, Aged 17.

lwas in my hrrme on 9th July 1981 when we heard a number of
shots being fired. I walked to the door. Danny was standing in the
path with his f riends. I heard loud bangs. I didn't know if this was
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plastic bu'ets or rive r.ounds being fired. r ran back into the houseand was in the hail with. my youni rirt"r'rin, when r heard moreshots. The next thing t r6memO6i*". ,V daddy runninq andshou-ting -rt's Danny. t-t's oannyl;. r Lr'Jrt and rooked over th! wa,
1:^d 

.ry Danny.tying in a tot of OlooJ. irturt"o screaming and ranaround to my friends house who I knew 
-naO 

a pnone 
"rj pi","r"ofor an ambulance. I hardly ,ererOeii"turn,ng to the house, butthe ambulance came ani Oanny-*r.-ilk"n away.lt had ontyreached the corner whe.n il ryq', JaOO"O by soldiers. peoptestarted to shout at the,m ior notOinjiil-arUrtance up anO tneythen let it go. I was told frtu, Ornn"V *I. 0""0.

Signed, Susan Barrett

,,UXiT'*"i;SHl,i?iy

"JIMMY, WHAT'S WRONG, lS lT OUR
DANNY?''

l,ilrs l;largaret Barrett, Havana Court, Ardoyne, Belfast.

l/y son Danny was shot dead by the British Army on the 9th July
1981. He was 15 years of age. I was not in the house when it
happened. I was four streets away when it happened, visiting a
friend in Strathroy Park. About 9.20 p.m.

I was sitting with my back to the window, "Here,s your Jimmy
coming, there must be something wrong." "Jimmy, what'i
wrong?" "ls it our Danny?" He shook his head and I run out and
down the entry. He followed me and said that Danny was shot.
Everybody in Ardoyne was out of the houses. I wanted to go to the
Hospital . I did not know he was dead. I saw the soldiers and the
Peelers. They came in and searched the house. They also
searched tt/ickey Holland's home - he was Danny's chum. They
went away. I saw the priest at the hospital- I ran away - I knew he
was bad; the priest told me he was dead and I came back home.

On the day the five soldiers were killed I was sitting with friends
about 4 p.m.Susan (16) came running in and sajd,.,The soldiers
have taken Danny away rou nd the backs. " I ran out with a f riend and
I saw the soldiers taking Danny and standing him at the entrance
of Brompton Park. He was holding Danny by the arm and he was
talking into the wireless. Danny was a bad colour. I said to the
youngsters; "Don't be shouting, I don't want these soldiers to be in
a bad temper". The people said they had arrested our Danny and
accused him of taking a car. I shouted over, "Danny, are you o.k.Z.,
So as he would not be atraid. Rioting started f rom Etna Drive and
in Brompton Park. The soldier let go of his arm and he turned to
see where the rioting was and I shouted, "Come over', and Danny
came over to me. And he says "The soldiers is after saying to me;
you see the soldier in the observation post; if he identifies you as .

the one that hi-jacked the car f rom Brompton park, you,ll be sent
away tor a right spell." Danny asked me to sign aform in casethey
came over; it was a form to prove that he was at school that day. I

signed it. Danny just came into the house with me. The soldiei in
the post knew Danny was not the boy who hi-jacked the car. lt was
the same observation post from which Danny was shot.

Page 19.

,,I WAS WALKING TO THE FRONT
DOOR WITH A BABY IN MY RCNIS"

SEAN McGUtNESS Jamaica Court, Ardoyne, Betfast.

on 9th Jury lggl at around g.30 p.m. rwas in 12 Havana court. Isaw some kids rioting and went to the door as t *rs eif"ctlrd rVwife' I warked to the corner and rooked up arompton FJr"r.'i'n"r"was a lot of stonino going on by-young tio's. t wattieJ ou"r, io*arosNo' .12 and was witiing io thofront d"ooi with a baby in my arms,when I heard a numberif :hol: nyounjiao came rushinq intothehat,tway.and I thought he had ue"'n snoi.'He n"o niin'il'iJo'o'X,n"watl and was grazed. I saw ,or" p"Jpi"'grin"ring'ili"ri;: ilo. .,,and when I looked saw young.Danny barlett rying"in the gJrJJn ot
I^o-'-1? P,reviousty I naO noiic"O drnn, sitting on rhe wail as Ipas.ed. The ambulance came and took Danny away.Theforensiclater ringed a bullet hole in tne watior',triO" No.l2 where I hadpassed to enter the house.

Signed:Sean McGuiness
Witnessed: Clara Reilly

Dated '15 November 19gi
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Last year on Ju'ry g, 1gg0 the sordier arrested Danny arong with twoothers and said he was rioting; ne was orought to Tennant street.The three of them were chirgeo wr*, iiotou" behaviour. TheProbation officer was sent to se6 what he was preading. His Daddyinsisted in it going to court. They brouf niff," sordiers three timesfrom Germany and the case was throrlrn out of court.
Signed. [,"4 rs tVargaret Barrett

Witness, Fr Denis Faul
Dated .lS November tggj

..ONE SOLDIER LOOKED THROUGH
TINA'S SCHOOL BOOKS"

LILY CANAVAN, Strathroy park, Ardoyne, Betfast.

At around 9.30 p.m. I was. jn my home with my friend [r,/rs l/ollyBarrett. tVolly's husband ,iimmy "u*" into tne house. He lookedvery pare and shocked. r/oily when she saw him j*p"i ,",'unosaid "Jimmy what's wrong, is it our oinnyz" ,ory r!n-*i 
"noJimmy went behind ner. we went alteitnem to their house. Therewa.s a rot of peopre outside including porice and army. t rreaio *-repolice say they wanted to search trJnouse. Three of us went intothe working kitchen and we watched *nir" *,u soldiers searchedin,drawers.and cupboards. One soroiei tookJ tniorgil;r,.school-books and even.shook out a, *re pages. Everyone was in astate of shock for we thought Danny was onty lnrureO.-We"ontyfound out later he was Oeia. Betor" rr" f.n"* tnis we *"niOyminibus to the hospital. We were stopferf in Flax Strelt, Lr'tf,"Army.and they ordered us air ort. we sli,teo to sr,ou"t""iin"iiunothey then let us go.

Signed, Lily Canavan
Witnessed,Clara Reilly

Dated t5 November tggj

GUNS AND THE LAW
Thb use of Guns in any society must be controlled by the strictest ofregulations and the maximum degree of accountability.

A Gun is an instrument for killing; for putting an end to life, human
or animal. There is no phi.losophy of the Gun. no aesthetics of the
Gun; no art of the Gun; it is a purelydestructive instrumentthat has
only one possible function, a iethar'one. lt kilrs persons and animars,puts an end to the essence of life and destroys all future possibility
of life and development.

There is no_ beauty, no attraction, no friendliness in seeing a man
carrying a Gun; he is a threat to life. even if he holds that G-un as a
legally nominated agent of the state. only if the community can be
assured that any false or reckless or lawless use of that Gun will be
immediately investigated and severely punished can the
community consent to persons carrying Guns, ostensibly in their
defence, although quite often the G uns may be carried to enforce a n
alien rule or philosophy.

what is remarkable in .modern society is how many voruntary
organisations and societies have appeared in order to keep watch
on the state and its agents; so many ,,para,, groups have to be
formed to ensure that the citizen can gei justic6 against the state
that is supposed to protect him and cherisir nim wiih equarjustice
and care. The state has to be watched and the operaiions of its
ag-ents. They may do terrible injustices and use atitne power and
influence of the state and its civil service and its power over thejudiciary and the processes of law and order to cover up the killings
and tortures and injustices of the agents of the state.
The abuse of Guns and emergency laws and massive cover upoperations have bee'n features of the rife of Northern ir"LnJ to,.many years, especially in the last ten tragic years. The smallcatholic lrish community has suffered grave abuses of law andhulqn rights with massive cover'up ope[tions ,""Juy .|.," eiiti"t,and their agents. The cathoric commrnity nas ueen i.iti *itn i zopersons dead. compretery innocent persons kiiled by t-n" iiiti"r,
Forces,zRUC and over 1 ooo cases of serious illtreatment in custJy
and the fact that no British sordier or RUC man has served a day injail since 1968 for kiiling or iil treating persons whire on duty inNorthern lreland.
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The cathoric community have a very few Guns since most of thelegallv hetd _shotguns in the hands of cathoric ;;r;;;; -*.."
removed in 1980-81 . The protestant and Unionist .o.runiiv i,ur"a very large number of legally held Guns. both in t 

"i,. 
,"rllisnipof the farming community and of full time and part time ,,sec;rity,,

forces.

It is the lack of Guns on one side and the abundance of Guns on theother side, combined with a rack of wiil to investigate ,igourousrv
ll.lr!rjg!y_every death and.wounding by firearm-s by dspeciats,
RUC, RUC Reserve, UDR and sAS. which givesrise to paramiritary
groups and encourages young persons to joln them in the belief tnat
Igy ql".defending their community against a system trrat norosCatholic lives cheap.

Against this background we have appeased for over six months in
vain for an investigation of the seven innocent victims of the ptastic
bullet Guns, with no result and no likerihood of any lusticeflithere.latives, especially the reratives of the two schooiglrls who were
killed by the British Army in manifestry non riot situations. what
have the RUC done about these cases? What have the Army
investigative branch done about them? what has the Dpp done
about these seven kilringsz NorHrNG, and nothing wiil be Jone
because a colossal cover-up is operated when the kiiiing is otne ny
the forces of the crown. The cover-up is by the crown anitne peopre
who are empowered to protect the human rights of the citizens
appear to conspire to remove them, even the riglit to life itself.

Danny Barrett was 1 s; he was sitting on the row wail beside his ownfront door in the crear right of a summer evening, tarking io hisfather who stood in the door. He was murdered bIi a shot"from a
so.ldier.from the top of Frax Street miil. lmmediately his home was
raided by the RUC and British Army. No RUC ,"n has 

"r"r 
ririt"d

his home or communicated with his parents about the case; neither
has. any British Army man. No investigation has been cariied out;nothing has been done for the Barreti famiry. Danny Barreii was
expendabre in the Hunger strike hysteria when the Britishgovernment seemed to give its forces and the RUC carte blanche tomaraud and kill and beat and break up meetings and housesthroughout the cathoric community to stop H Etock proiests.lmmunity f rom effective prosecuiion seems to have been
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guaranteed. Nothing wiil be done about Danny Barrett, schoorchird.innocent. kilred by a British Army bullet and'by aarri nia c-oriniarlaw dishonestly administered.

we catholics repudiate murder with ail the authority of our rerigious
beliefs. We are against it; we will have no purt oi i, 

-in" 
ourcommunity. We will not have murderers rule over'us 

"na "nrpl 
ou'.future by Guns and fear. But remember this appries not onivlJ *,"various.paramiritary groups. but to the British'Gor"rnrn"niLni rt"agents in lreland who have a rong and dishonouraote recoio otmurder of lrishmen in their history past and present. ir," ni,n" otDanny Barrett, schoolboy, Catholic'of Ardoyne, is only the latest sadaddition to a record that dispairs of justice, that cries'ouir- i,r",i""and for just and concerned government and not.or"r_rp oinirlO"r.How many more Danny Barretts wiil there be before t*ir"l"iJ.ii""for the poor Catholic lrishrnan in his own country?
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