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INTERNMENT

3 YEARS OLDTODAY ¢

600 PEOPLE HELD WITHOUT
CHARGE OR TRIAL




ANTI-IMPERIALIST

FESTIVAL

JULY 23.

_SINN FEIN'S interna-
tional  anti-imperialist festival
opened in Dublin yesterday with
condemnations of the bombing cam-
paign in Britain for alienating the
British working class and criticism
of the British press for distorting
the aim of the festival.

More than 160 delegates from
over 20 countries and regions are
attending the festival. Al least 12
delegates have been turned away In
their attempts to get to Dublin. One
French delegate was stopped at

Rosslare, while the others were
turned back at British Channel
ports.

At the opening of the festival,
the joint general Xecretary of
Official Sinn Fein, Mr. Tony Hef-
fernan, condemned the bombing
campaign in Britain. “It must be
the objective of Irish revolu-
tionaries to win the support of the
British working class for our
struggle and not to incur their
opposition and hatred by senseless
bombing campaigns in Britain.”

He particularly welcomed the
British delegates attending the fes-
tival and added: “ Their presence
here illustrates more eloquently
than anything I could say that the
struggle of the ‘Republican Move-
ment is not against the British
people but against . British
imperialism and the policies of the
British Government in Treland. The
British working class have a role

to play in the emancipation of their

Irish counterparts.”

He said the festival had two
objectives; to increase delegates’
understanding of the revolutionary
struggle in Ireland and to consoli-
date links developed between them
over the past few years.

WORST HOUSING

“We want you to see the real
Ireland,” he continued, “not just
the Ireland of the tourist brochure,
but the Ireland where 5% of the
people own 75%, of the wealth, the
Ireland whose capital city has some
of the worst housing conditions in
Europe, the Ifeland where the small
farmers face poverty and emigra-
tion through EE.C. farming
policies.” §

He criticised the “deliberate at-
tempt by the British media to dis-
tort the purpose and intention of
this gathering”,

Mr. Heffernan added: “Presum-
ably at the instigation of British
‘Army Intelligence—the real rulers

;0 Northern Ireland — the British
Rutter press has carried out a con-

inuous campaignh of misrepresen-
:lar:iuon and dirs,torgion in ‘the hope of
having the festival banned. The
hired liars of the capitalist class
are as active as they were 60 years
ago . . . Numerous news editors are
goin to be extremely disappointed
when, their reporters have to admit
to them that nobody arrived at the
festival in a hi-jacked plane, that
there isn’t a rifle or machine-gun
to be seen, and that we are not in
fact sitting around in dark glasses
discussing the finer points of bomb
making”.

Last Friday’s statement by the
Minister for Justice, Mr. Cooney,
was presumably a reaction to the
British press, he said, and was en-
tirely in keeping with the cringing
and forelock-touching attitude of
this and every previous Dublin
Government since 1922. “It is, I
suppose, not surprising that at the
end of a week when the Prime
Minister here voted against his own
Government's Bill on contracep-
tion, the Minster for Justice would

welcome anything to divert public.

attention from the hypocrisy of his
own Government”.

Mr. Heffernan said that their
visit to Belfast would not be with-
out danger. They could expect at
least harassment from the British
Army but there were also reac-
tionary groups among Catholics
and Protestants who thrived on sec-
tarian hatred and despised every-
thing for which they stood. He did
not accept for one moment that it
would be a provocation to the Pro-
testant community in the North.

In ‘an analysis of Irish history,
Dr. John de Courcy Ireland said
that there were two philosophies
It was necessary to see through.
The first suggested that we were
a great slumbering company of
saints, pure Gaels awaiting an elite.
leadership which would bring us to
the pinnagle of greatness,

The inevitable Jogic of this theory
Was to be seen in sectarian
murders in Belfast and in the con-
ception that it was Ireland’s destiny
to be the centre of a great Celtic
:lmi?lre. It was also seen clearly
tl:’:::s‘:’he secondl World War, when

¢ Wwere people in this count
who believed that the hoisting ofrx
tricolour over Stormont under Nazi
rule would mean freedom, e

The ruling people had begun to
realise that this philosophy would
qaot get them very far, so they had
produced another one, Both theories
believed that history was made by
an elite. The second theory sug-

gested that the Irish

people Were

always well-behaved, :
class” types, ready :og(;?fv “i“dd"'
station in which God put themn .
critic or rebel was outside the tradie
H;::: of the Irish and Misleading
The logic of this theo
Ireland would remain n{w‘?sgmf
cated -states, each controlled by a
small ‘elite of the wealthy and
uniting with the EEC, to keep
those in power in Europe com-
fortably sitting where they were,
An evening session of the festi-

.val dealt with the cultural, econo-

mic and political effects of im-
perialism in Ireland. The editor of
the United Irishman, Mr. Dss
O’Hagan, said that to be correct
they should speak of Anglo-Ameri-
can imperialism, as 309 of the
Irish economy was now controlled
by America. Atlantic culture, with
its roots in the barbarous Holly-
wood, was slowly strangling the
native Gaelic culture.

The Minister for Posts and Tele:
graphs, Dr. O’Brien, was perpetuat:
ing sectarianism by saying that the
Irish language was a divisive or&e.
He now desired to turn over l‘
television services of the countty
to indoccrinate future 8600“.“
in the British capitalist way
The Irish languagi had_da rev
tionary potential, he said. :

The vice-president of Sind th‘:{

 Mr. Malachy McGurran, said b0

the Irish struggle was the

antj-imperialist struggle 00'11':’::;"
in the world today. He con Chure
the power of the Catholic alist
and ‘its subservience (o iMPéfize,

i i i ountry. %
interests in this ¢ ical in

SDL.P, was Britain's POIIZ pig

stitution more lI‘han .‘;he
Party ever was, he said. in
Recent political deveIOP"“"‘:,sd 3
the North gave some hoPé of the
glimmer of light at the €. iam,
tunnel in defleating 5‘“: with
one of the biggest Pro The
which they fwte';'e o
acceptance of the
Protestant working clwe‘:l;’ reced”
who lead them was slo
ing. he said.



Working class unity seen as
prerequisite to Irish unity

JULY 2¢.-

_ THE BUILDING of wor
to the actual struggle fo

king class unity with socialist objectives was a necessary prerequisite

r political unity in this country, Mr. Matt Merrigan, district secretat
of the Amalgamated Tra 58 2 4 % %

ns
Sinn Fein Anti-Imperialist

Mr. Merrigan, who said ‘at the
outset that the views he expressed
were his own personal views, and
were not necessarily shared by his
union, remarked that there was no
future in unity without working
class unity. He did not think we
could run away from the problem
of attempting to win the Protestant
working class away fom Unionism
and Westminster.

There was, however, a school of
thought being rut about that we
should not unduly concern ourselves
with imperialism and the struggle
in the North. This was being put
abroad particularly by the likes of
Mr. Conor “Cruise O’Brien. who
would like to have us believe that
there were two nations in Ireland.

Mr.. Merrigan criticised the sug-
gestion that there was “some kind
of homogenous nation” in the
North and another in the South
and that we should recognise the
right of each to self-determination.

WAGE PACTS

Attacking the concept of central-
ised national wage agreements, he
said their acceptance by the trade
union movement meant the accept-
ance of constraints on trade union

m of action.
fre’f‘g?s voluntary centralised bar-
gaining was the first step towards
the imposition on trade unions of
constraints on their activities, be-
cause they were conditioning the
working class to accept such con-
ints. ,
str?n these agreements, the unions
accepted constraints which othet

sectors of society—the specuiators,
bankers, businessmen and profes-
sional classes—did not have im-
posed on them.

Acceptance of these agreements,
he added, “blunts the edge of the
class struggle. It is no part of our
movement's role to make capitalism
function more effectively in the in-
terests of the capitalist ¢lass.””

T.U. CONTRIBUTION

Mr. Merrigan said, however, that
the trade union movement could

make a tremendous contributian to.

the socialist revolution and the
working class generally. “Every
trade union demand is objectively
a revolutionary demand,” he said.

Trade union indifference in the
period of imperialist decay could
lead to the triumph of fascism. in
its many forms. ¢ /

Mr. Matt Larkin, genera] sec-
retary of the Nationa] Association
of Tenants’ Organisations
(N.A.T.O.), gave the delegates an
account of the origins of the
organisation, and described the
success of the rents and rates strike.

He said that through this strike,
a new militancy and a new aware-
ness of the power and voice of the

ople themselves began to mani-
est themselves in the tenants’
movement..

The president of Official Sinn
Fein, Mr. Tomas Mac Giolla,
addressing the delegates last night
at a meeting in T.C.D., said that
the uniting of Catholic and
Protestant workers was the most

Lo_ya]i"'sjt, Sroups renew

demand on detention -

JULY 11.

THE Co-ordinating Committee - of the loyalist para-military

rou ;
%igbtpsfin Belfast and rcpmtdd its
trial should end immediately.

in ¢ the Ulster Workers' Council met last
ko, cho Aot Al demands that detention without

port and General Workers Union, told overseas delegates at the
Festival in Dublin yesterday.

difficult of all the objectives they
sought to achieve. - >

Mr. Mac Giolla, speaking on
“Strategies and Tactics of the Re-
publican Movment”, referred to
the civil rights campaign in the
North and said it was never in-
tended that this campaign should
be turned into a revolution, and
certainly not into amy kind of
military campaign. - 3

Its purpose had been to weaken
the grip of imperialism and create
favourable conditions for working
class unity in the North. Many
civil rights achievements had been
lost or eroded subsequently, but
the major achievement of the
campaign could not be halted and
still went on. It ha¢ smashed the
power of the Orange Unionigt
machine, which had’maintained ‘a
grip on Protestant workers. The
great number of new organisations
on the Protestant worker side was
proof of thixv effect. il

The process which' had ° been
started could not be stopped, . Mr.
Mac Giolla added, but it could be
helped enormously by an end to the
bombing and by ' intense - political
organisational activity.

The key issues in the 26 Counties
today, he said. were the E.E.C. and
its effects on farmers and industrial
workers, the “sell-out” of our
natural resources, and the general
eacroachment of monopoly capital,
particulaly under the E.E.C.
umbrella. The sell-out of resources
was the priority issue.

Earlier yesterday the delegates
toured Kilmainham Jail.

.

The committee; which organised
the recent Loyalist strike said after
the meeting that -it endorsed the
anti-internment policies as laid down
during their three-day conference
held at the end of June.

These were: An immediate end
to detention without trial; two-
thirds vemission for all potitical
prisoners; and a. re-examination of
the  Diplock Commission's recom-
mendation and the shelving of the
Emergency [Provisions Act, 1973



POLITICAL ANATOMY OF NORTH By

REPUBLICAN

AUGUST 1.

IF THERE was a strong man and a Fascist leader among the Unionists, said

EDUCATOR

last night,/then that man was William Craig. Mr. O’Hagan,

education, gave an “overall anal

of the Anti-Imperialist Festival.

He described the part played by
the “secular, separatist, socialist and
internationalist” Republican move-
ment in the North, whose socio-
economic climate had changed in-
post-war years, where ‘“monopolist-
capitalist industries in the rne-
Antrlim-BeIfut tri::flg}e*.o,with its un-
employment rate o C red
to the' overall Northern m of
10% to 11%,” typified economic
imperialism.

Mr. O’'Hagan listed the political
forces operating in the North in the
post ’'69 situation, which, he
claimed, had beer created jointly
‘by changing socio-economic condi-
tions, particularly the provision of
free education under the 1947 Act,
and the forces set in motion by civil
rights agitation.

The significant political groups
were the Faulkner Unijonists, whom
Mr. O’Hagan described as *‘the
most opportunist wing, simply in-
terested in power”; the “West.
Craig-Paisley  dimension, - more
closel .attached to the grass roots”
but this seems a very temporary
alliance”; and here Mr. O’Hagan,
in differentiating between the three
leaders, described Mr. Craig as re-
presenting ‘“the maniac wing of
Unionjsm.” .

The other relevant Unionist
forces were the Orange Order, no
longer fulfilling its function as a
bastion of businessmen and land-
owners; the para-military organisa-
tions, whose leadership. had no
political philosophy as yet, and in
whose publications coexisted ‘“the
ravings of the National Front” and
reasonable analyses.

Mr. O’Hagan called the Alliance
Party an interesting phenomenon,
created simultaneously with the
S.D.L.P. as an expression of “con-
sensus politics.”” The Northern Ire-
land Labour Party clung to a
tenuous life and the Nationalists
had dispersed, destroyed bv the
Northern Ireland Civil Rights’

Association, and  were
“attached emotionally, if not poli-
tically, to the Provos.”

The SD.L.P, Mr. O’Hagan
claimed, had taken its constitution
material from a- document. pub-
lished in the United Irishmen in
1970, with the omission of an anti-
EE.C. policy. This document had
also been broached by the West
Belfast Democratic Socialist Alli-
ance, a “broad front” which Mr.
Pndc‘y Devlin and Mr. Gerry Fitt
had refused repeatedly to talk with
or have anything to do with.

Alliance and the S.D.LP.

n
their consensus Kolitics expressed
a philosophy which Mr. James
Callaghan claimed he had

fathered: “I have yet to meet the
woman who claims to be the
mother,” he added. The introduc-
tion of American consensus poli-
tics to Irish affairs by American
academics working in England,
especially in Strathclyde University,
the concept of power-sharing,
which is just a retranslation of
consensus politics, posed the ulti-
mate philosophical challenge to
Republicanism, Mr. O'Hagan de-
clared.

He finished hig list of political
forces with a brief outline of the
role played by N.LCIR.A., sup-
ported by the Official Republicans
although it had been criticised for
reformism, as a non-sectarian move-
ment for civil rights. The “Pro-
visional alliance,” Mr. O'Hagan
said, was a  descriptive and reail
term: this was and remained an
alliance. It contained many genuine
young people who would think
what had happened in Portglenone
would welcome with open arms™;
elements who had seen in the
furthered the struggle and ‘‘whom we
“sporadic violence of '69 attacks by
Protestants on Catholics”; represen-
tatives of Fianna Fail, who had
always been prepared to spill blood

now in the Six Counties to sidetrack

socialiem.

lhe “Provisional Alliance,” he
said, also consisted of
Republicans who rejected socialisms
and had a strong sectarian element:

“we in the Republican movement

are not free from sectarianism
entirely.” - This was not surprisiag
since Northern people had been

: indoctrinated by the Church and

‘“teachers  subservient

Church.” :
SEPARATE DEVELOPMENT

Mr. O'Hagan condemned the
propagation of the two-nations’
theory as a philosophy of separate
development, indistinguishable from
apartheid, and pseudo-intellectual.
Some of those who preached the
two-nations’ theory c'aimed to be
Communists. “In the case of Conor
Cruise O’Brien, it is a rationalisa-
tion of the Unionist hogcl_nopy.'
The theory reinforced sectarianism.

1he Official Republican struggle in
the North was being fought oa
three levels: against power-sharing
and the ideology; resisting the sectac=
ian divide; and through Republican
Clubs spreading mh understanding
of Republican socialism. 2

M:p O'Hagan said the Official
movement combated the two-
nations’ doctrine by propagandy,
external and intermal, and by
refusing to ?ulic;pate in “the
seclarian war.’

The Northern lreland Labout
Party, in a statement last night,
described as “ blatant hypocrisy
the intention of the *so-called
Anti-Imperialist  Festival”  of
coming to Belfast, “to gloat over
the damage ang destruction caused
by the imperialist war of conquest
and territorial aggrandisement being
waged by the Provisional LR-A.
in furtherance of Article Two of
the Constitution of the Irish
Republic.”

to that

aid Mr. Dessie O'Hagan |
Sinn Fein’s director of |
ysis of the struggle in Northern Ireland ” to the Belfast session |

Oldﬂ !



De facto martial law in North.
says lecturer

AUGUST 2.

MR. KEVIN BOYLE, a lecturer in
W at Queen’s University, Belfast,
esterday told delegates to the Anti-

perialist Festival in Belfast that
repressive law in Northern Ireland
was not specifically dealing with an
emergency, rather it was being used
as an instrument of rule by force
rather than by consent.

The present detention policy in
the North had, he said, operated
in contempt of the theory of the
rule of law and international
human rights. It had not stemmed
violence but had provoked it and
was designed to provoke it; it had
not contained the coaflict but had
widened it; it had not solved the
emergency but had deepened it to
a degree where many people, parti-
cularly in working class com-
munities, despaired of any solution,
and this resulted in demoralisation.

Internment, Mr. Boyle told the
100 or so delegates in a hall in
West Belfast, had also resulted in a
dangerous shift in political control.
A repressive regime relied on the
Army "and the rise in importance
and influence of the British Army
had been gradual but unmistakable.
In. the North, people now lived in a
de facto state of martial law, where
the generals and not the politicians
made the decisions.

When internment was introduced .
in the present troubles in 1971, he
said, the crisis had been in govern-
ment, not in the population. It fol-
lowed a lengthy period of repres-
sion by a Unionist regime and of
Ineglect by Westminster. Violence
was provoked, and after the reluc-
tant intervention  of the Labour
Government at Westminster and
minor reforms, minority grievances
were met by military repression ¢
and internment.

There was evidence, he went on,
that internment had been prepared
for by the British Government and
the British Army many months in
advance and that it had been by
no means a last minute policy.
There was also evidence that the
techniques of torture had been,
taught to the “R.UC. political®
police” in Britain by the British
Army in March, 1971, five months
before internment was introduced.

This torture policy, Mr. Boyle
said, was officially authorised and
designed to extract information and
intimidate and defer working clas,
communities. From his legal wiy" "
and that of his colleagues, they §*
determined that. despite casey

torture brought to prominence at
international level, the policy of
torture had continued into 1973.
That there were fewer complaints
now about torture under interroga-
tion was in some ways a victory for
grmgma the policy to public atten-
on.

Mr. Boyle gave as an example of
the policy of torture (as part of a
defiberate attempt to impose a mili-
tary solution on the North) that of
a 22-year-old man who had been
arrested on July 25th, 1972. -

This man, in a statement to the

-Association of Legal Justice, said

he had been accused of involvement
in explosives: incidents. He had been
told to sit on a chair for an hour,
then he had been made take his
trousers off and given a statement
to sign. When he refused to do so,
his shirt was torn off, he was held
spreadeagled by four Special Branch
men and his private parts beaten
with a padded stocking. He was
then placed against a wall with an
clectric fire and a bucket of urine

-was thrown over him. Afterwards

he was made touch his toes and
each time he did so, he was kicked
from behind in the privates. He
eventually signed the statemeat,

Such a ‘case, Mr. Boyle said, in-
dicated that less dramatic cases of
torture than those widely publicised
had taken place, sometimes also in-
volving cigarette burns and the use
of drugs. i

In respect of the policy of com-
munity harassment, Mr. Boyle
quoted from a report compiled in
1972 by the International League
for the Rights of Man and the
National Council of Civil Liberties,
which had concluded that from the
evidence available in the North
there were clements of a reign of
terror by the British Army, especi-
ally by the Parachute Regiment
over certain sections of the popula-
tion, This had been encouraged by
the reluctance of the authorities to
clamp down on it and by an in-
adequate complaints’ procedure. On
this point—in August. 1973, he and
colleagues had submitted a report
to the United Nations Sub-
committee on Racial Discrimination
and the Protection of Minorities,
pointing out that of the hundreds of
complaints submitted about torture,
only two persons accused had been
prosecuted and both had been

acquitted.

~ Mr. Boyle added that
first 500 deaths from 1969,
105 were casual victims of
Anmy operations, and, of
suggested a high degree of careless-
ness and recklessness. Ait

more than 100 people had b;
killed . in circumstances amounting

In Boyle \said, the
British Governmegpt first -chaimed
that it was phasing out internment.
but all it bad done was change the
terminology to “detention” instead
of “internment” and to add the farce
of legal proceedings on a spurious
basis in Long Kesh, proceedings
which were not imdependent but
under the control of the political
police and Army intelligence.

He quoted one case which had
been brought -to the European
Commission of Human Rights at
Strasboung—that of a man detained
without a full detention order. for
94 months. When he was eventually
brought before the commissioners in
Long Kesh, only two pieces of evi-
dence were placed beiore the court
—one by a filing,clerk, quoting a
policeman’s version of an -infor-
mant’s report which alleged that the
man had been “collecting in Amer-
ica” (Rt was immediately proved
that he had never been to the United
States), and another..by a hidden
policeman who said the detainece
had a bullt wound in. his foot’
(whioch he hadn’t). The man had to
be released immediately but had
spent 94 months in Long Kesh. This,
Mr. Boyle said, showed the quality
of the evidence nsed in these courts.

For .the. future, he saw hope in
the beginnings of a common struggle
9f the Protestant and Catholic work-
ing classes against the policy of re-
pression and detention mithout trial.




SPECIAL REPORT — The7ar

'WHEN I GET BJ(
WILL THEY PUT
ME IN ARMAGH

WITH MUMMY?

Bernadette Brennan
said: “Wee Colette is
always asking where
her mummy is. Then
she’ll remember, and
she says: ‘The seldiers
put my mummy in
Armagh.’”

“If we take her to
see her mummy, she
asks her: ‘When you
get out of here, will
the soldiers put you
back in?’  One‘ day
there, she said: ‘When
I get a big girl, will
they put me in
Armagh jail with my
mummy?’ ”

Colette Gilroy is three
years old. She was at home
when troops arrested her
mother, 21-year-old Evelyn
Gilroy, at 11 o'clock on the
ng?m of Sunday, May 4,

Evelyn was arrested
under the Special Powers
Act, and has since been

‘detained in Armagh Prison.

"Evelyn. who is separated

from her husband, has
another daughter, Denise,
who was one year old in
January.

Both daughters stay at
the home of their
grandmother, Mrs. May
Brennan, on the Falls Road.

May Brennan said: “De-
nise was in hospital when
her mother was lifted. She
was having tests done. She
eries for her mummy nearly
every night. I have to sleep
here on the sofa so I can
look after her when she
‘wakes. Colette doesn't like
the souldiers. She shouts at

them: ‘You took my

mummy away.’”

Mrs. Brennan's family.

.has been deeimated by in-
ternment. Another daught-
er, 30-vear-0ld Mary Ken-
nedy, was interned a week
after Evelyn. Mary's hus-
band Billy is in the Maze
;Prison at Long Kesh, Mrs.
Brennan’s 17-year-old son
Michael has been in the
Maze on an arms charge
since January.

She has another son and
three other daughters at
home, as well as Evelyn’s
baby daughters.

The elder children and
other relatives help May
Brennan with her twice-
weekly visits to the Maze
and Armagh.

“There are three lots of
food parcels to be made up
twice a week. It costs us
nearly £4 for each parcel.
You can’'t go visiting
empty-handed, can you?
And the girls need extra
things like soap and
toothpaste and underclo-
thes. I bought a pair of
shoes for Evelyn last week,
and they cost me nearly £6.

“The CBC take us down
to Armagh and Long Kesh
at a reduced fare. But it still
costs us ten shillipgs each,
every time wé go to
Armagh, and five shillings
for Long Kesh. And two or

three of us might go at a:

time, so you can imagine
what it costs. Evelyn’s wee
girls need clothes badly,
too. It is a financial strain
on us. I've applied to the

Social Security twice, but
they haven't given me any
help.”

On the moming of Eve-
lyn's arrest, her 16-year-old
sister Bernadette went up
to collect baby Colette and
bring her back to stay at
the Brennan family home.

Bernadette said: “They
had been raiding Evelyn’s
place long before she was
arrested. One time they
broke her fridge. destroyed
her clothes, broke her re-
cords and record player.
The place was Wrecked.”

May Brennan added:
ughe claimed £270 of them
for that, and she got it.
They tortur her for
months with séarches and
raids. Eve ed to com-
mit suiclde twice before
they lifted her She took an

se of tablets once,
and the other time she

her
..-l-;de day Evelyn was
jifted. her S51%
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On August 9, 1971 in.
ternment added a new dim

en-

sion’ to Northern Ireland’sg

civil unrest. In the three years
since then thousands of men
and women from Loyalist and

Maze Prison at Long Kesh, and
the high walls of Armagh Jail,

The story of these men and

.Women has been told many

times, but what of their fami-

Republican communitijes have lies? O
been arrested b
torces and impriso
tridl behind barbe

When John Case-
ment was arrested
during a raid on his
Bellevue Street home
seven months ago it
marked the beginning
of a nightmare for his
wife and family.

John had been con-
valescing after treat-
ment in hospital for a
slipped disc. He is still
a Loyalist detainee in
the Maze Prison and
is waiting for his case

. to be coensidered by

the special commis-
-slon. SEAY e i

His 35-year-old wife, Ina,
and three young children
have been living .in the
hope that he will be in-
cluded in the next batch to
be released. Each time they
wait hopefully, but ...

‘Maybe the next time,”

tells the children.

Y security
ned without
d wire of the

When John is reunited
with his family they will
uncontrollably reflect the
effects of what those seven
months of separation have
done to them.

Depression

Mrs Casement claims the
curse of detention has
already . affected her chil-

_dren and believes it will

continue to haunt them all
their lives.

Her eight - vear - old son,
Robert, and 10 - year - old
daughter Allison, have vet
to have a peaceful night's-

.sleep since his arrest. And

their sister, 11 - year - old
Christine, is showing the
growing effects of acute
depression. :
“They have nightmares,
and two of them are taking
nerve tablets,” said Mrs
Casement. :
The effect on little
Robert is so severe that he

. has now taken to saying he

! n this third anniversary
Sunday News’ talks to their
relatives.

might shock -you.

What we found

"hop&S his daddy never
‘comes home. 5 M
“He says the opposite of
What he really wants now
because he believes his past
hopes of his daddy coming
home. will never come
true,” said Mrs Casement.

3,638 more
out of work

" this July

UNEMPLOYMENT has incre:
in thé Republic, with a total
65,534 registered as out of work
July 19th, compared with 61,896
the corresponding date last year,
increase of 3,638, :
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»w two nationalist leaders see their countries’ drives for freedom

The ambassadors
of independence

ANTONIO RIVERA and ~
Nyamadzao (John) Sambo
attended the anti-imperialist
festival organised by Official
Sinn Fein because they see
similarities in the Northern
Ireland situation and the
problems that both their countries
face. Mr. Rivera, the b-secretary-
general of the Puerto Rican

Socialist League, describes his
nation of three million people as
the first industrial-military
colony in the worlds-

Mr. Sambo is the treasurer in
the United Kingdom and Europe
for ZANU, the Zimbabwe
African National Union. He. left
his country when lan Smith
rejected majority rule and. i

Puerto Rico

ANTONIO RIVERA is a brick-
. layer, son of a Puerto Rican soldier
" in the United States Army, who

travelled through military missions

in the Latin American countries and
was at one time stationed at Fort

Dix, New Jersey. “My father was

very disappointed that I didn't go

into the Army. He didn’t realise
that it was part of American oppres-
sion of our country”.

At the moment Antonio Rivera
is out on bail while he appeals
against a 1969 sentence on charges
of conspiracy and arms possession

—with ten other- leaders of the

Socialist League he got what

amounts to 200 years in jail. The

league was founded in 1963, in the
tradition of an earlier organisation,

‘the Nationalist Party — whose

leader, Pedro Albizu Campos, spent

ten years in jail from 193646 in

#tanta, Georgia, with the league’s

présent leader, Juan Antonio Cor-

retjer. 1

. Puerto Rico,’says Antonio Rivera,

dominated pl:‘l?ically and most

obviously by the {

the shape of the massive oil re-

fineries aropnd the coast and it is

here that: he sees the “colonial

‘machjnery” in action. “We are a

U.S. base for military operations:

the American Government's repre-

sentive in the country is the chief
of the Seventh Fleet, who fuels his
ships from the massive refineries

round our coasts: there is a stock-
ile of atomic war-heads in the
uquillo mountains.

The small island — 100 miles
long and 35 wide — is governed as

a “free associated state”, not a full

United States in

declared U.D.l. in 1965, :
Zimbabwe is the African name,
for the country Mr. Smith .,

declared independent Rhodesia,

Rivera and Sambo travel to
spread an understanding of
their people’s struggle for
independence, - In Belfast last
week they Spoke of the things
their organisations try to do,
listened to Official Sinn Fein
lecturers talk of how the present
Irish situation had developed,
and spent some time walking
round the Falls"and Turf Lodge
areas where the lectures were

held.

‘a colony with no righté’

state of the union. To Mr, Rivera
this distinction is purely in the in-
terests of the U.S. which has thus
secured a colony with no rights of
representation in Washington. One
.of the parties in Puerto Rico’s
National Congress is campaigning
for annexation as a fully fledged
state.

Antonio’s group which wants a
free independent socialist Puerto
Rico, scorns such a policy, though
he remarks on the pollution of the
refineries: “These companies have
trouble with the people in their own
land: they have damaged nature
everywhere they go on the island,
especially near Guayanilla which is
the biggest, there have been mass
poisonings. Fifty people were hos-
pitalised there two months ago”.

The Socialist League is a revolu-
tionary Marxist organisation, be-
lieving in the necessity for armed
struggle. But it believes that before
any armed struggle develops, the
first fight is to preserve any sense
of Puerto Rico ag a nation and
this, says Antonio Rivera, “is veiv
difficult against the might o
American money, American armed
forces, American control of com-
munications and American educa-
tion, which is what Puerto Ricans
Teceive.” :

- Hliteracy is not a problem—there
is a free school system to high
'school level but higher education is
costly, and there is endless frustra-
tion for the graduates who have
saved and work to go to university
— 40% graduate unemployment.
“My wife Anna is a social worker
and cannot find a job. This in a
country with a bad heroin problgn.

with 409% unemé)loyment, mostly
male and all the distress which that
causes. We have a very high divorce
rate, a lot of split families.”

The schools teach both in Eng-
lish and Spanish, but the Catholic
Church  schools, says Antonio
Rivera, teach only English. He is bit-
ter and resentful of the Church's at-
titudes—Puerto Rico is traditionally
a Catholic country, and the Catholic
Church from the beginning of its
history there has been deeply in-
volved in the power structure.

“While Spain ruled Puerto Rico
the Church was totally Spanish in
its outlook: it still has large num-
bers of Spanish clergy. But when
thg Americans conquered Puerto
Rico in the Spanish-American war
the Church changed from their pro-
Spanish position in that war, com-
pletely, to backing American in-
terests as they do now.”

How does the Church react to the
much publicised pro-contraceptive
campaign in Puerto Rico, the Gov-
ernment clinics, the massive adver-
tising drive? “It does not go too far
against this promotion. It is re-
actionary on everything else but
completely the collaborator of
colonial and imperialist interests.”

Aatonio Rivera is clear that
Government propaganda on contra-
ception is American-inspired: “They
are a puppet government domi-
nated by status quo Puerto Ricans,
and they spread the belief that the
country is over-populated. This is
completely a liei With scientific ex-
ploitation of our natural resources

Continued next page
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Zimbabwe

“The clarion call told the people
to have access to bows and arrows
and other instruments of war, in
readiness to oppose physically

UDI.” Sambo calls the response to

this document '“tremendous” -
“road blocks were set up, police
stations attacked, telephone wires
cut, arrows and axes used and for
the first time in our revolution a
white man was killed in Melseteer.”

Sitole was arrested and charged
on SO ocounts of inciting subversion
and damage to pr . During the
trial] Z.AN.U. was banned, and
mass arrests followed.

The black movements have maay
differences, and at times express
them bitterly, but John Sambo did
not detail Z.A.N.U.’s disagreements
with Z.A.F.U. or the AN.C.

Coht'muedl

He aaid: “We don’t oppose
them for the sake of position, only
if they are going to sel] us We are
all fighting Mr. Smith, but any
settlement with Smith or the British
Government short of our demand,
‘one man one vote,’ could not be a
settlement, and we do not want a
black capitalist State.

“We must hold everything in
common, the land must go back to
the State and be given in trust for
the poeple.”

He was emphatic that the struggle
against Smith’'s Rhodesia was not
anti-white as guch, “We are not
creating a socialist State for the sake
of driving out whites. Any white
who accepted a sacialist Zimbabwe
would be welcome to stay and help
build up our country.”

Mac GIOLLA SEES WAY
'FOR UNITY OF ACTION

THE PRESIDENT of Sinn Péin, Tomés Mac. Giolla,
addressed delegates who are attending the Anti-Imperialist
Festival in Dublin, at the 1916 Memorial in Glasnevin Cemetery

yesterday. -
Mr. Mac Giolla told the
“socialists. and fighters against

imperialism” that his organisation
was very conscious of the for
international support and ‘$6lidarity
at every stage of their struggle. The
primary demand for which they
asked support was that: Britain re-
nounce her claim to sovereignty
over any part of Ireland and that,

she .withdraw her troops and admis- .

istration. :

The immediate short-term demands.|
were the ending of internment, el
abolition of repressive legislation;*
and the passing of a bill of rights,
he said. - : :

UNITY OF ACTION

Mr. Mac Giolla said the possi-
bility now existed for wide unity
of “action on these issues by
Royalists and Republicans, “We are
prepared to meet any individuals or
organisations at any time to discuss
the possibility of - joint-action -on
these issues, or indeed on apy one

5

of them. They-are issues which are
affecting people, right now, every
day, and which must be dealt with
irrespective of what constitutional
structures were imposed, or would
be imposed in the future.

s “We are, of course. also prepared
fto have discussions with other
'organisations on  constitutional
issues, the proposed convention, or
just to exchange ideas on policies,
attitudes and  tactics.”

He said that the presence of the
foreign delegates in Ireland was
unique, “Never before has Ireland
seen sgch an international gathering
of socialists and fighters against
imperialism. You have caused: gravg
concern ' in ~London, Belfast and
Dublin to those who fear the grow=-
img sense of international solidarity
.which your. pgesence indicates.”

' INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGN

Mr. Mac Giolla said that apart
from those interned, there were
about 1,000 political prisoners in

Iif lan Smith and the white
electorate accepted majority rule
speedily there would be no violence,
but if not, the struggle would be
long, he said. “I am afraid there will
be much bloodshed to recover our
country. If there is a capitalist State,
whether white or black, there can be
no lasting solution.” 4

John Sambo is sceptical of the
“new-found liberalism of people
like Garfield Todd and his daughter
Judith. In 1957 Todd sent troops
to the colliery town of Wankie to
break up strikers asking for an in»
crease of ten shilling were
killed. ;

‘‘He never promoted black men
to be officers in his police force ar
the military wing of the administra-
tion, he did nothing for African
education though he was in_power
for four years. And yet in 0 he
is a nationalist”. - §

It is all a question of strange
double standards — like the fuss
made of Judith Todd’s short hun-
ger-strike and the imprisonment of
Nieswand, while black men are
jailed for years, tortured and killed
with no publicity”. o

various jails throughout Britain and
Ireland. An international campaign
should be mounted to highlight the
means used to have many of them
convicted, and to achieve ap-
amnesty. He instanced the case of
Noel Jenkinson, which is now going
to be taken to the court of Human
Anghts at Strasbourg. Jenkinson was
sentenced to 30 years jail in an Eng-
lish Court after what Mr. Mac
Giolla alleged was *‘connivance and-
conspiracy” between the judge and
the police. - R BoEG

Mr. Mac Giqlla concluded his'
address to the delpgates with the fol,
lowing words: “Yo us this is just
the begmm_ng of a new phasé in the
battle ‘against imperialism on :an
international level. The ghost ‘¢
James Connolly woutld indeed
pleased at your presence here.”

Telegrams of support . were
received from many organisations,
including the Vietnam Youth Move-
ment; the American Indian Move-
ment; the Czechostovakian Union ef
Students; and the Women’s Inter
national Democratic Federation of
East Germany. t



British student leader explains

and bespectacled Steve
BEAR'}:? peen secrptary of the
ngoo-slrons National Union of
660& nts, in _Britain, for the past
Stu ew:s- His election to that post
lwoeyd a furore in the popular

caus was made of his
prcssi, G"?p‘ pLafy the Communist
mer archy has not pre-

. sult of his election
mlet{he cgller:gg have not been

bu\r{‘f;ﬂios‘::dent policy on Northern
Ireland i$ decided 'at anoual con-
rence Steve Parry 18 responsible
;;‘; rea'cting to day;to-day develop-

ats and for putting forward the
airect political line, in the light

of existing policy. At the moment

the N.U.S. favours the withdrawal.

itish troops to barracks and
?lreilr;n :)venmalp withdrawal - from
Northern Treland; the ending of in-
ternment and repressive legislation:
and the granting of full civil rights
to all citizens. :
The N.US. has never gone so
far as to support either a 32-county
Socialist republic. or an independent
Northren Ireland. It feels that
Britain's imperialist interest must
first be ended and the people should
then be free to decide on their own
system of government

- JOINT MEMBERSHIP

Students in Northern lreland have
a joint membership of both the
N.US. based in London, and the
Union of Studeats in. Ireland, based
in Dublin. There has been little
friction between the two bodies
and contact has generally been
close and friendly. Mr. Parry felt
that the Northern Ireland troubles
had had a damaging effect on the
politicisation of student members
there. Student facilities were not on
a par with those in Britain, and
$tudent politics had suffered. One

their priorities would be to get
ﬂlfl Increase in the basic facilities
Of the union and to encourage
Breater co-operation with U.S.I.
Im Y had he come to the Anti-

L l?lerlahst conference in Dublin ?
lh:& as the person responsible for
poli ay-to-day operation of student
o Iy on Northern Ireland. he had
;ne to find out about Ireland and

-~ ngy_ In which it was viewed by
othpu I€ans in the South and by

€T international organisations.

i come to explain.- S.
POlilccv on the North p:ma T,olljlcsy
Practis v&“ very much against that
the Ia:l bBY,l?Olh the present, and
Would ; ntish Government. He
the studrg;nm increase the unity of
Itelang wh{?oveg“ eat @ Norther_n
Olganisation ¢ disassociating his

ment policy. from British Govern-

The secretary of the Briti

National Union of Studeig;'tlgzg
bee{t .attending the Anti-Im.
perialist Festival jy Dublin
organised by Sinn Fein, i

Mr. Parry said that befo
left London he had askég hfeorag
meeting with the Northern Ireland
Secretary of State, Mr. Rees on
tgl::n::'ndmgf ?fll internment and’ the

ing of full civil ri i -
thti_lin Ireland. s lNSe

e was scathing about the Britis
and lrish Communist Party and itl;
two-nations theory. Membership of
the B_nt|§h and Irish Communist
Organisation in Britain was minimal,
he said, and its theories found little
support, The theory that there were
two nations in Ireland was playing
into the hands of reactionary forces
both here and in Britain.

. The N.US. condemned the Pro-
visional's bombing campaign, as it
made the job of politicising students
and workers, and winning them to
support progressive policies, that
much harder. It also made it easier
for the British Government to draw
wide support from the population
for repressive legislation.

His job was to involve their
660,000 members in the policies
which had been adopted at national
conference. There was a great lack
of awareness amongst students on
the Irish situation. He was con-
cerned to get the widest awareness
possible amongst the British public

. and to build up a popular movement

for the ending of British imperialism
in Ireland.

BOMBINGS AS WRONG

Once outside the committed- left,
people saw any bombings, which
hurt ordinary people, as being
wrong. Such explosions were going
to alienate them and _help the
right-wing forces I bringing in re-
actionary legislation. He mstanqed
the call for the return of hanging
by certain politicians ul1 Britain f&l;
lowing the recent explosion in
Towex§ of London. He did not be-
lieve the Provisionals had been re-
sponsible for all such bombmtis.
Groups like the S.AS. knew 3
value of explosions if it was fotfm'
necessary to push through reprfes
swl\r}?lfs"aart;; “aw the National Front
and its fascist policies, as otned a0
the bigger threats In Britain to yé
The growth in the percegta,ze b°-
e By b
electgog§c.atxignloof. ﬁwir increasing
30100 ey were excepn_onally

out the connection o

h.
perturbed abh the Orange Order.

the front Wit

union line on North

Their information was

front and the Orange Orderl:ltann%
a major demonstration in England
on September 3rd, If such a demon.
stration took place, the N.US

trads unions, and the i ion
group would march in oppositia

%Ajstudelmhw;es killed inppﬂ?:lulg:
najor clas tween th

right in London). # e

The N.US. viewed the sence
of the National Front j b?:):them
Ireland as being very dangerous,

ANTI FASCIST

In the coming year in Britain,
the student union intended to
launch a major campaign against
racist and fascist activities. Such a
campaign would be linked with the
trade union movement and his or-
ganisation felt that students would
through this, identify more closely
with the working class.

There had been major develop-
ments in student politics in Britain
since the late 1960's, often on
specific questions like student
grants and housing. Strikes involv-
ing up to 400,000 students had beea
orgainsed on these issues. But inter-
national politics had also become
important, and the student body
had involved itself on Vietnam,
Northern Iréland and Chile. There
had been a very solid development
in the evolution of student politics,
and in the miners’ strike, last year,
students had donated a massive
amount of money to ‘the miners’
strike fund. More than £1,000 had
been sent to Chile.

They had been cloesly involved
with the Northern Ireland Civil
Rights Association and, in England
they had agitated for the return of
the Price sisters and Kelly and
Feeney to Ireland. Three of the
four were members of the N.US

N.IC.R.A. LECTURES

Early in 1975, his union plans to
hold a course of lectures in Britain
by. members of NI.C.R.A. to edu-
cate members on lrish affairs. It
saw Sinn Fein as being an im-
portant force here and was attempt-
ing to understand the motivation of
all groups so they would have a
clearer understanding of the forces
at work in Ireland. .

Mr. Parry said that the N.US.
would like to see closer’co-operation
between the progressive forces ‘a
both Britain and Ireland so that
greater pressure could be “brought
on governments to change their
policies, where those policies limited
the basic rights of citizens. .

The Anti-Imperialist Conference
itself? He had found it useful and
informative. You couldn’t judge the .
importance of an even by the level
of debate. The actions which flowed
from it were the criteria “of its
importance.



" Man sees son
shot by troops

‘Taken from heme and killed

AUGUST 8.

'BRITISH troops last night

shot dead 'a 23-year-old Tyrone man, Paidy”
McElhorfe, in a hay field 1

PO yards from his home near Limehill, Pomeroy;

~ w niim hi! lnﬂﬂ]er. Mrrs..
Margaret McElhone, described
‘how her son was taken out of
the house by the soldiers. She

{

sald that he had just come in '
fof his tea when two soldiers |

knocked on the door and said:
“young fellow, we want you
out to have a’' word with you.”

went out imimediately and the
soldfers slanfined the door shut
on heu- and her husband. She

She overheard one of them
say “you are not doing much

The sofdiers then brought his
son to the gate leading into the
fleld mdheabdqrvedlﬂsm
wulkingdown&eﬂ%d. .
McElhone e next thing
he knew -ﬁ’m sound of a

ng out and he gaw’

-

“

'What did'zm shoot
. for?” ‘and the sotdier

He asked one of the soldders:
“w my ugn
repljed:
“Get into the f—— house, you
shobber”,

At this stage, Mrs. McElhone
said that after h&aring the shot
she became afraid and called to
her husband: “ComBe efm here or
you'll be' shot”. ore ' going
hm‘:: the house Mr. McElhone
asked another soldiers, why did
they . shoot and this soldier
: “I am the chief and I
dont know what it's about”.

Two,_ neighbours who armived
on the scene at the time of the
shooting said they were also
subjected to abuse by the
soldiers and were told that if
they did not get out of the way
they would also be shot. One of
the  neighbours alleged a
soldier told him that they were
paid £200 for shooting fellows
like him.

Fr, Terence McGirr last night
described how he went to the
scene and was given permission
to administer the last rnites to
the dead man. The officer in
charge at the scene said to him:
“I suppose you want to minister
to the bloke.” .

Fr. McGirr said that while he
was at the scene a British army
doctor arrived and going to the
body turned it over with hig
foot. No one was alowed near
jthe body for over three hours,
‘except Fr. McGirr and a brother
of the dead man.

i 'Local people described the
dead man as a quiet hard work.
ing fellow whd took no interest
in politics and whose sole hobby
wés playing in the Jocal
acoordion band. :



