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® Brian Faulkner and Merlyn Rees, the new Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, enjoy a

joke on the steps of Stormont last week.

~ Farmers

facing

disaster

Will the change in Government in London mean a
change in the declining fortunes of the Northern
farmer? This is the question which remains
unanswered two weeks after the election, but one
thing is certain — If the new Labour Government
does not act quickly there will soon be widespread
redundancies in the bacon industry. The Northern
agricultural crisis is about to spill over into in-

dustry.

The situation has already
been explained to the new
Minister for Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food in London,
Mr. Fred Peart. Since the
moment of his appointment he
has been Informed by letter,
telegram and deputation that
for pig producers the
economic future Is disastrous.

In some areas six week old
piglets are fetching only 90p
each now and the current
price for 10-12 week old
animals varles little beyond
£1.30. With the price of pig
meal stlll rising many pig
farmers are faced with
crippling debts even If they
sell their plg litters now.

But leﬁlug now Is not
feasible. As one farmer In
County Down sald: “It has
cost me more In petrol
bringing these Elgs to dif-
ferent marts In the past fort-
night than I wlil get for them If
1 sell them now”.

Desplte the low prices for
hr:ners, the huu::wll’e must

ay up to 80p for one
pountr of bacon In the shops.
Although beef prices have
steadled in the shops In the

t three weeks, the price of

con continues to rise. Many
farmers have now been forced
to kill one animal from each

Itter to offset their debts and

plement the dinner table.
'“gul such solutlons are short
‘term. The Northern pig In-
dustry has  practically

(Cmﬂuvnd'gn page2)

Private landlords in Dublin are using ‘get tough’
methods, strongarm men, harassment and in
some cases assault to force tenants to vacate their
premises.

Every day evidence mounts on what has become
a very widespread practise in the area of landlord
fenant relations.

In the past month more than
20 cases involving terror,
assault and constant
harassment = have been

DUBLIN
TERROR

ACT

hrought to the notice of THE
IRISH PEOPLE.

T'he pattern of these cases
denotes a general breakdown

«.se.as private landlords
take short-cuts through

of the operation of the Land-
lord and Tenant Act and an
inability of the Garda to

prevent corner-cutting land-
lords breaking many other

tenants

rights.

laws in their efforts to cir-
cumvent the restrictions
placed on them by the Land
lord and Tenant Acts.

THE IRISH PEOPLE
records one of these cases to
spotlight the need for urgent

Killarney Ave., North Strand,
to get out of their flats by
Friday, 15th March.

Since notice to quit was
delivered two weeks ago, Mr.
Kiernan's tenants have been

uction/before "‘”.‘f‘"“‘ 1“?}‘!“"‘: subjected to a barrage of hair
O LenL A0SR Lo gL Sl sing threats and attempted
asserting their rights. B

Mr. Thom Kiernan has

ithin two days Mrs.
Kiernan, the landlord’s wife,

ordered his three tenants in 9

and her sister attempted to
take over the ground floor flat
of the Cleare family.

Appearing in the couple’s
bedroom with her suitcases
she told Mrs. Cleare, alone in
the flat except for her two
young children, that she was
taking over the flat and to
“‘take herself and her children
out if she knew what was good
for them™,

Gardai, who were called to
help, removed the two women
and their belongings from the
flat

Refused

Mrs. Kiernan promptly
returned via the front window
and lying down on the floor she
refused point blank to move,

When ejected for the second
time her companion smashed
the front window and had the
windows not been shuttered to
prevent their re-entry a 9
week old baby would have
been showered with glass.

The following Saturday Mr,
Kiernan's brother-in-law, a
Mr. Nolan, arrived at the
Cleare flat with his wife and
again told them to get out. If
they did not they would “have
had it”.

A similar threat was made
to the Mechan family who
occupy a first floor flat.

Mrs. Meehan, 6 months
pregnant, was told that if she

® Mr., Cleare p:
evict him.

to the window

Inthe dttemptito was not out by the weekend

she and her children would be
“kicked from here to
0'Connell Street'’

Upon refusal, Mr. Nolan
became violent and inyited
Mr. Meet

occupy the third flat received
the same treatment

Mr. Kiernan s stated his
intention to return on Friday
next, with som elp, to evict
an outside to fight. his tenants

He w. informed that he Incidents like this have

would have his skull kicked in  become the rule rather than

if he did not leave. the exception in Dublin’s
Mr. and Mrs. Cronin, who flatland

DOCKS DEAL
TO BE MADE
IN A HURRY

An attempt Is at present being made to sell a “‘once In a
lifetime’ package to workers In the most sensitive Industrial
area in the Irish economy —the Dublin deep-sea docks.

But the workers who in a matter of days can suffocate
manufacturing activity In the 28 Countles are not belng offered a
“lifetime” to study a highly complex, closely printed, 37-page
document, being presented to them jolntly by The Association of
Dublin Stevedores Ltd and the No. 2 Branch, Docker Sectlon of
The Marine Port and General Workers’ Union.

The 800 dockers have until Sunday, March 24, to study and
declde on the proposals which have emerged from seven
m:jmhs' solld negotlations between the Stevedores and the

on.

Among the suggestions in the Agreement are proposals:

@ to ellminate earnings for ‘‘dirty money”, “hardship”’,
‘‘dunnage hours” and ‘“‘walting time”, remuneration for which
hitherto accounted for a sizeable portion of dockers’ take-home
pay;

@ penalties on Indlvidual companles for breaches of rules
hitherto imposed by the Unlon cannot In future be Imposed
without prior agreement from the Stevedores;

No person “clalming to represent the men or the Unlon’
will In future “have any authority” to impose restrictlons or
penalties on any company;

@® Companies who employ dockers for vessels which arrive
late can employ the walting workers at “tidylng up" work
hitherto reserved for employees of the Port and Docks Board,

A detailed report of the proposals will appear In the next
Issue of THE IRISH PEOPLE.

-
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LITTLEJOHN

In the aftermath of the Littlejohn
escape an inquiry becomes the program-
med response of government.

Inquiries serve the function of allowing
the public gradually forget about a matter
while political red faces regain their normal
complexion.

The extraordinary thing about the
Littlejohns is that while their jail escape
can prompt a full-scale inquiry their
reasons for coming to this country in the
first case and their role in espionage as
claimed by themselves and alleged by
others is not to be the subject of any inquiry.

But their Mountjoy escapade serves as
a healthy antidote to the Ministerial
bombast of Paddy Donegan on security.

WHO PAYS?

The debate on the ground rent system
over the past year has established one fact
with clarity. As far as public opinion is
concerned ground rent should have been
abolished long ago.

The Minister for Local Government’s
stigmatisation of ground rent as an
‘‘abomination’’, the agreement by Celia
Lynch, T.D. and Luke Belton, T.D. that
ground rent is immoral and the resolution
calling for abolition passed at the Fianna
Fail Ard Fheis reflects the public mood.

Ground rent is dead and only needs to
be buried.

The only real issue remaining in the run
up to the Local Elections in June is the
question of compensation.

Compensation is always paid to the
aggrieved party in any case where
legislation supporting the greater public
good conflicts with individual interests.

In this case the aggrieved party is not
the person who has collected this feudal rent
over the years but the person who has been
forced to pay it.

ACRA is demanding compensation for
tenants retrospective to 1967 — the last
occasion when government had the op-
portunity to do the right thing by the public.
This demand must be pursued vigorously by
the ground rent-paying public If the
wronged party in this dispute is not to be
wronged once again by any settlement
arrived at.

Cases of proven personal hardship
arising from the ending of ground rent may
be met by gratuities where such cases arise
but to allow that any form of compensation
is in order is to admit justification for this
centuries old robbery and invalidate the
reason for its abolition.

Ground rent is dead: the public must
not be lumbered with the cost of the ob-
sequies.

Wil

A QUESTION mark will hang
over the forecasts of In-
dustrial peace resulting
from the resounding ac-
ceptance of another national
pay agreement until the
Minister for Finance an-
nounces detalls of his Im-
proved tax package in the
forthcoming budget.

The Minister’s promise of
increased tax-free
allowances was the greatest
single contributory factor to
turning the huge anti-
agreement vote in January
into an equally large pro-
agreement vote of LC.T.U.
delegates last week

Workers have placed their
faith in the Minister's
promise and unless he can
deliver a package in keeping
with their expectations then
serious trouble can be ex-
pected.,

One thing about which there
cannot be any doubt after
last week's vote is that
National Agreements
have come to stay. One of
the features of wage rounds
up to now was that ter-
mination dates for different
categories of workers could
vary for anything up to
twelve months, In a free
collective bargaining
situation this breathing
space meant that unions had
little administrative dif-
ficulty in pursuing claims
for the different categories

However, the terms of the new
agreement (the 15th round)
will result in a common
expiry date for all
categories. It follows that
the next (16th) round will
have a common com-
mencement date and even if
the unions wanted a return

In the wake of The National Wage Agreement...
Richie Ryan
eliver the goods?

By Our Industrial Correspondent

to a “free for all” situation
they just would not-have the
manpower to cope with
processing a variety of
claims in a very short
period. ;
If this inevitability of
future national agreements
is accepted by workers it
could make. for very healthy
discussions at the Annual
Conferences of the various
unions this summer.
Presented with such a fait
accompli, workers might
sce the wisdom of laying
down what next year's
agreement must contain
rather than in indulging in

futile reeriminations on
what was accepted last
week and on the

questionable  performance
of the ICTU leadership in

the weeks and months
leading up to it.
There is little point, for

® Richie Ryan: will he keep
faith with taxpayers?

example, in bemoaning the
fact that the pact accepted
last week was not ac-
companicd by legislation for
the establishment of a basic
minimum wage. [t would be
far better to recognise that
next year will bring anather
National Wage Agreement
and, recognising this, strive
for the provision of the
statutory minimum wage
and other conditions in it.

New Golf

The saga of the Uachtar Ard
golf course in Co. Galway
continues with the recent
digging up of the newly laid
out course. The long drawn out
land war commenced in 1968

Course Du

when four local businessmen
bought up the 140 acre Willis
Estate which contained the
only good land in the arca.
Without any farmers
knowing about it, permission

g up in Uachtar Ard

was obtained from the Land
Commission for the con
struction of a golf course but
the Land Court decision
stipulated that the golf course
would have to be completed

FARMERS FACING DISASTER

(Continued from page 1)

collapsed and the supply of
pigs to the bacon factories
must soon run out, Plg far-
ming has been the one source
of economic salvatlon open to
many Northern small farmers
who have been forced into
intensive livestock production
because thelr holdings are too
small for other forms of
agrlculture.

these jobs despite his frequent
pleas to foreign Industries to
set up factories in the North.

And there are the jobs of
thousands of small farmers at
stake also. Many of these are a
direct result of the collapse of
the pig industry, but many are
also victims of the British
entry into the Common
Market. Will the Labour
Government withdraw from
the E.E.C.? This Is the only

farmers.

Northern agriculture is not
as dramatic as Northern
politics. Merlyn Rees is a
much more publicised figure
than Fred Peart. But it is Fred
Peart who can make a much
more significant contribution
to the lives of the majority of
workers In the North. WIill
he? There Is no one watching
the new Labour Government
more closely than the Nor-

within four years or else the
land would be allocated back
to farming

Permission would not have
been obtained but for the
financial support offered by
Bord Failte. As soon as news

of the Land Court was known
locally a meeting of angry
farmers was held and a land
club was formed

Pickets, public meetings,

rallies, lectures were held not

only in Uachtar Ard but also in
Galway and Dublin by the
club. Bord Failte announced

they were withdrawing their
offer of financial support to
the developers.

In 1972, four years after the
Land Court decision, the golf
course development was not
even commenced due to the
agitation of the smaller far-
mers
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The only answer now ap-
pears to be massive In-
tervention by the new
Government. The longer they
walt the more difficult will be
their task. With an estimated
10,000 jobs at stake In the
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the next hearing of the Land
Court

HUGH MacCONVILLE,
PHOTOGRAPHY

bacon factories the problem Is
a serious one. Minister for
Commerce, John Hume, has
so far made no effort to save

Carlow

Mr. Dan Buggy, Vice-President of the Natlonal Income Tax
Rellef Organisation, questioned whether the recent bill on
capltal gains was not a pl 1 reform to
stop N.L.T.R.O. from seeking major flscal reforms, at a protest
meeting organised in Carlow y ing a
march through the centre of the town.

Ballinrobe

Gaceltarea Elreann were charged In Balllnrobe Court with
having polluted the Tourmakeady river, County Mayo, last
August. Oll from the company's storage tanks seeped Into the
flver kllling some flsh,

The company was fined £5 plus £30 costs and expenses.

Killybegs

Klllybegs Flshermen's Dofence Assoclution has expressed

;;1:;:: ::'m:‘r:\ at }noonﬂrm‘:: reports that a,speclal llcence has
0 8 Japanese wlin

fleot off the West cu:n. LR S A R

BLACKROCK.
A Professional Service
PHONE 888349.

Nenagh

The Federation of Rural Workers (School B
us Driver's Sec-
tlon) has served strike notice on C.LE. to tnkese{f;c‘te;rzmezcl)
March. They are seeking a basic wage of £25 a week and Im-

proved working condltions. Present wages range from £9 to £15.

} fl
Ballina g
10

Sectlons of the proposed Landlord and T
; enants BIll which
wero sald to Justify ground rent landlords were condemlrl\cn r;l::: i
:;::\;l“ "sI):‘ml‘(‘luhN Ballina Urban Councll. “This repugnant .
oul © removed and declare egal” v
Moore told the meoting, N oSy

Navan it

A flye-day course on all aspects of trade un
onis )
tended by 12 shop-stewards, members of the Nuvnnnk:r::::huof
the Irlsh Transport and General Worker's Unlon. The branch

r:;;hr;\.unmorlhlp ol six hundred but this |s expected to Increase

i
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N.B.A. scandal grows as...

Another doctor
speaks out
In Cork

Another Cork doctor has
called for action to be taken in
the interests of the health of
tenaants of the Cork National
Building Agency schemes. He
is Dr. Len Harty who has a
practice in the Mayfield area
and he has urged rehousing of
a famlily living in one of the

New
mineral
order
call

The Resources Protection
Campaign (RPC) last week
condemned any measures
which would allow the
minerals at Navan to fall
into private hands.

The RPC pointed out that
although the Supreme Court
had declared invalid the
Minerals Acqulsition Order
for the Bula land at Navan it
was careful to state that the
constitutionality of the
Minerals Development Act,
1949, was not belng
questioned. It is under this

Act that Acquisition Orders
are made and the Minister
can accordingly issue a new
and proper Order, the RPC
asserts.

The Cuffe Street (Dublin)
branch of the Labour Party
has also called upon the
Minister, Mr. Justin
Keating, to make a new
Order..

And a branch of the party In
Tralee has written to the
Minister calling for the
retention by the State of all
mineral rights.

The National Income Tax
Relief Organisation
(NITRO) has called for the
establishment of a separate
Ministry to deal with
mineral resources.

Ground rent
decree

A decree for £10 due for a
half year's ground rent was
awarded against Mr. John
O'Donnell, Oak Lawn West,
Leixlip, a member of the local
Residents’ Association.

The case was brought by
Sheerin, Wynne and Co.

Mr. O'Donnell was one of 400
residents who received
similar ground-rent demands.

- housing

Sisk built flats at Mount Erne,
Mayfield.

In a letter which he has
given the parents to hand to
the Corporation, Dr. Harty
has stated that their three
children have frequently
developed respiratory in-
fections. “These are'
precipitated by the damp
conditions under
which they are living and they
should be rehoused as soon as
possible™, says Dr. Harty.

Arrears

Local tenant leaders do not
expect the Corporation to act
on Dr. Harty's advice. The
Corporation attitude in cases
such as these is not to rehouse
families until rent arrears
(calculated at the maximum
scale) have been cleared off.

® James Tully: urgent report
requested,

The families have been on rent
strike because of the con-
ditions which had damaged
their children’s health in the
first place.

Two weeks ago the Minister
for  Local Government
requested an urgent report
from the National Building
Agency in response to
representations from another
doctor practicing In the
Mayfield area. Dr. Norman
Murphy had written to the
Minister detailing injurles
caused by exploding heating
unlts in the past two years. He
warned that unless action was

taken Immediately the
possibility of fatalities
existed.

Four tenants who were due
to be imprisoned on March 1
because of the rent strike were
still free early this week.

JOHN
KELLY
DOES
THE
STATE
SOME
SERVIC

By Seamas O

John Kelly, Parllamentary Secretary to the
Taol h

® Roddy Conflolly, chairman,
Administrative Council of the
Labour Party.

A poser

® patrick Donegan; solving
itinerant problem with a gun.

for the

Labour Party

By Denis Foley

What is hypocrisy? The
Administrative Council of
the Labour Party might
have to issue its very own
definition of it in the next

few weeks.
Lhe A.C. will have to decide
whether it is not

hypocritical to dismiss a
member of the party for
advocating a reprehensible
policy on itinerants while at
the same time allowing
other members of the party
to sit in the Coalition
Cabinet with a man who has
been convicted by a court
for anti-internment ac-
tivities.

I'he¢ man who is likely to be
dismissed by the A.C. is
Ballina Urban Councillor,
Mr. John Reilly, who last

week said that itinerants
should be banished to off-
shore islands and sterilised.

But Mr, Reilly will be able to
claim that his attack on our
travelling people a: d

outllned a most dangerous at-
titude of mind towards the freedom of the
press in his Dall speech on the estimate for
the Department of Justice last week. Three
days later, in an Interview with Radlo
Elreann’s “This Week” programme, he
claimed that the references in his Dail speech
amounted to no more than ‘‘marginal
throwaway sentences’ extracted from a
much longer speech,

What he has sald Is that there Is too much
liberty In this country for people who do not
deserve freedom of speech. He added that
there is too much publicity given to people
who would be very short in providing the
same liberty to others If they were In power.

In the body of his Dall speech he asserted
that the Supreme Court had over reactched
itselfl in deciding the authority of lower courts
to remand persons in custody.

In his Radio Elreann confrontation with
Tim Pat Coogan, Editor of The Irish Press
and Conor O’Brien, Editor of the Sunday
Independent, he objected to the printing of
statements from Provisional Information
sources signed “P. O'Nelll”’. He went on to
tell both Editors ‘“You’re not doing your job
properly”.

Earller he had pralsed the Irish In-
dependent for an editorial which had attacked
the Provisionals in a polemical manner and
contrasted that editorial, which he fully
approved, to a front page photograph some
weeks later In the same paper lllustrating the
technique of forcible feeding.

When Tim Pat Coogan put It bluntly to John
Kelly that what hé wanted was slanted news
the latter went on to state that newspapers
“have no unqualified right to tell the public
everything”. We were in a type of wartime
situatlon as far as the north was concerned,
he sald, and newspapers had a duty to
exercise ‘““discretion”.

Tim Pat Coogan,
O’Brien, pointed out

supported by Conor
that John Kelly’s

® John Kelly, Parllamentary Secretary to
the Taolseach,

Tuathail

““discretion” amounted to a desire that the
newspapers ‘‘select, blas, slant and distort”
the news to suit Government desires. Conor
0’Brien polnted out that people have no right
to deny rights to other people because they
feel those people might deny rights to them.

Tim Pat Coogan summed up the Kelly
philosophy In his description of it as a
“civilised Hibernian version of Agnewism’'.

John Kelly Is a well-known follower of
James Dillon and this Dall speech marks the
furthest he has gone In public towards a full
embracing of the blueshirt phllosophy on
freedom of speech.

In another part of his Dall speech he

lained 1 | on the

Klanna Fail benches “every time a British
patrol puts Its nose across the border’, In his
radio ar he d ded th
under which people are committed to Long
chsh concentration camp without charge or
trial!

John Kelly, In his first week out a la Cruise
"Brien, has performed a very useful functios
In giving notlce of Government intention: to

curtall free speech. i

He denled to Tim Pat Coogan that his
speech was the tip of an lceberg but a state
where a person may be judiclally convicted
on the opinion of a Chief Superintendent
already has a considerable ice floe on which
to build.

Add to that the list of persons convicted by
the Special Court which Is currently cir-
culating among State bodles to deny them any
possibility of employment and you see that
the environment of the Kelly philosophy
exists In more than embryo.

More recently still comes the report, as yet
unconfirmed, that all senior Garda ranks to
the level of station Sergeant have been ad-
vised not to report minor border Incursions by
Britlsh mlilitary patrols.

John Kelly has done the state some service
— provided people wake up to the full Im-
plications of his words before It s too late.

to nothing more than

verbal one, The same
cannot be said for the person
who sits in the Coalition
Cabinet with some of the top
brass of the Labour Party.

He is none other than the
Minister for Defence, Mr.
Patrick Donegan, who in
1969 attempted to solve a
localised itinerant problem
with a gun. Mr. Donegan
was convicted and fined for
discharging a shotgun at
itincrants on his lands at
Monasterboice, Co. Louth.

for the closure of Hamilton
International Ltd., one of the
LD.A.
American owned companies
at the Shannon
Estate. The company began

No reason given for closure

No reason has been given

subsidised and

Industrial  Transport

the printing industry was
closed for six months by a
strike last year.

Members of
and
Workers' Unlon took the strike

resumed when the Labour
Court intervened and found in
favour of the strikers and
industrial peace existed in the
factory afterwards

AnL.T. &G.W.U. spokesman
said last week that workers

the Irish
General

operations at Shannon in 1969, action because the company who fulfil the statutory

had refused to pay wage in-  requirements have been paid

The factory which employed creases In accordance with more than the required

more than forty in the the last national wages redundancy payments by the
manufacture of collators for agreement. Work was company.

EW

are

There times

POINT~

— Increasingly more

numerous of late — when one feels like saying over

- CORMAC

exploration areas. We are giving away, lock, stock
and millions of barrels,

our undiscovered oil

UNNE

this paper — and indeed this column — has warned
about the real danger of the benefits of these newly-

and over again: ““There, | told you so”’. The feelings
of exasperation and pessimism that accompany
these inclinations arise from the fact that what one
has forewarned about Is usually detrimental to the
interests of the people.

Let me give a few examples. Take the oil
situation. Weeks before anyone else even hinted at
the possiblility of the oll companies stock-piling in
the midst of the oll scarcity (so that vast profits
could be made with any price-Increase) this paper
was glving such a warning. Now even the oll chiefs
themselves admit that such was the case.

And watch out for developments In the oil/ gas

resources on the Continental shelf, believed to be
immensely richer than even the fabulous North Sea
finds.

We shall see how sincere the 26-County
Government is in its stated intentions to reap this
rich harvest in the sole interests of the Irish people,
when the big Conference on the Law of the Sea Is
held in Venezuela in May. We have the right to lay
claim to off-shore ferritory fo the 1,000-metre
depth, which would take us out 1,000 miles Into the
Atlantic. WIll our representatives In Venezuela do
this? Let's walt and see.

Take our mineral riches. Over and over again

discovered riches passing out of Ireland entirely,
into the hands of international moguls and
speculators. At the moment this is happening under
our very eyes — with millions of pounds changing
hands in deals involving shares in Irish mines
which have not even started to produce yet.

And still Justin Keating hesitates about an-
nouncing the granting of leases to work these
mines. Why? s he walting for the furore to die
down and susglclon to be allayed before handing
over the wealth of Ireland to outsiders? Again, let’s
walt and see. And let’s hope we do not again have to
say: ''We told you so'’,




® Paddy Belton, Fine Gael, T.D., collects £3,150 from Bellevue
Estate, Glenageary, Co. Dublin.

Is Belton’s £3000.

TWO PARTIES have begun to adjust their
policy towards ground rent in preparation
for the Local Elections in June.

Filanna Fall last week met representatives of
the Assoclation of Combined Resident’

Assoclations and later Issued a statement

stating that Fianna
wholcheartedly support
“the principle of legislation
preventing the creation of
any new ground rent.

But the Fianna Fail statement
shows clearly that as yet the
party which passed the 1967
Ground Rent Act Into law
when in Government is not
willing to face up to the full
demand of abolishing
ground rent.

David Andrews

Thelr spokesman on the
matter, David Andrews
T.D., sald that “abolition of
existing ground rent and
payment of compensation to
aggrieved parties were
points which required
further study of the type of
legislation required”.

In other words, Flanna Fail
hasn’t done its homework on
ground rent and still has not
counted the cost to its bigger
backers of abolishing a rent
that should never have been
levied in the first case.

From reports it is clear that
the ACRA delegation was
anything but impressed by
the knowledge of ground
rent displayed by the
Fianna Fall representatives

Fail would

influencing

Labour policy?

which  met its  sub-
committee on ground rent.

Reports reaching The Irish
Pcople from our own
sources suggest that the
Coalition  has already
thought out a compromise
law which, It Is hoped, will
head off the demand for

complete abolition with
compensation Lo
householders.

Brendan Halligan

Brendan Halligan, Secretary
to the Labour Party, is
reported to have passed the
word down to prospective
candidates for local clec-
tions that a new law will be
Introduced about April. The
new law will slightly reduce
the existing compensation
multiple payable to the

If this is so then Labour have
compromised with Fine
Gael, who have no policy on
ground rent, to the extent of
abandoning its original
stand for complete abolition
of ground rent with no
compensittion for the bigger
landlords as outlined in its
policy documents. Perhaps
the ¥3,000 in ground rent
collected in Glenageary, Co.
Dublin, each vear by Fine
Gael T.D. Paddy Belton

weighed heavier in the
balance than the Labour
policy.
® Scnator Brenduan  fhe news in both cases
Halligan: hints at new ground represents  a slight  shifg

rent law. against ground rent but this
is expected to become lar

landlord and relieve the

2 more pronounced ir

person buying out frechold o .
ofiheiburden ofpaylngiine A.C.R.A. -can succeed in
v making ground rent a major

landlord’s costs as well as

7 issue i e ele
Aot suc in the June elections.

THE CONFRONTATION between Sir
Richard Keane and the residents of
Cappoquin in Co. Waterford continues. Sir
Richard is claiming the right to rent from
the residents to the full value of the houses
they live in

The residents point out that it was their
ancestors and not Sir Richard's who built
many of the houses in the first instance. Sir
Richard has said he will respect the law
and the residents are waiting hopefully for
2 change in the law.

Initially the residents did very well by
Joining together in an association and
gaining nation-wide publicity for their
plight. Now, however, the shiver of
suspicion whispers through Cappoquin as
Sir Richard talks to various leaseholders
in an attempt to reach an acceptable
settlement.

The fear is that some members might
settle to the disadvantage of others. If any
began to settle the solidarity built up
during the course of the agitation would
crumble away and be replaced by bit-
terness.

The Cappoquin people's problem is not
unique. The Proby estate people faced
exactly the same problem in their:
agitation. And they overcame it.

The residents of Cappoquin would be
well advised to call a general meeting of
their association and make certain
decisions. Firstly, it should be agreed that
whatever course the negotiations take no
individual settles separately with Sir
Richard until everyone in Cappoquin has
reached a settlement,

Sccondly, it should be agreed that
negotiators appointed to carry out the
negotiations for the body of residents
report back to the assoclation at a general
meeting attended by at least 80 per cent of
the membership and that no settlement be
im cepted which has not the approyval of this
hody.

‘T'his is the only open way in which to
guard against suspiclon. Suspicion and
intrigue can only he?’) Sir Richard by
sapping the solidarity shown to date by the
people of Cappoquin.

What Is needed in Cappoquin is a change
in the law — npot nocturnal explosions
which only help to divert attention from
the real issue of who owns Cappoguin, the
m](l»glc who live there or the Lord on the

Cappoquin could make history by
achieving a significant and necessary
updating of laws erotncllng feudal
privilege or it could add another sad
footnote to the tradition of the strong few
selling out the weak many. Time will tell,
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fashion knitwear

cffort to sce the
Commc

I'hey wanted th
grant which could
provided by Foir

history ol the
willingness  to

subsidise training
would be to no avi

Justin Keating d

dustrialists to attr

job 15 it going to ¢

15.000 cach
would have cost th

girls.

reminded the Minister of the highly suc
raise

Development Authority’s agrec
$£10,000. An Combhairle Oiliunn’s

® Justin Keating snubs

Nearly forty girls from the doomed Holly Park

factory at Pallaskenry, Co

Limerick travelled to Dublin last weck in an

Minister for Industry and

ce, Mr. Justin Keating

¢ Minister to ensure-that a
save their industry would be
Teoranta. They would have
cessful
business, thewr ~ directors
6,000, the Industrial
sment to supply
agreement (o
to the tune of £10.000. But all
W) if the Foir Teoranta grant

did not materialise

id not mect the girls. He may

well have been negotiating with foreign in
ract them to set up shop in
Pallaskenry. And if he succeeds how much per

cost the state?

The jobs in the proposed Alean factory at
Foynes work out at a state investiment of 18,000
apicce, The Courtauld jobs in Donegal will cost
To save the 39 jobs at Pallaskenry

ho state 11,000 per job.
While 1he
Pallaskenry girls

are searching for
new  jobs  they
might punder pn
an omission which
they  made in
planning  then
Dublin visit. Lo
talk jobs with
Justin  Keating

one must have
travelled at least
onc  thousand
miles and
preferably be
accompanied by
an interpreter.
Paddys need not
apply.

KEATING
SNUBS GIRLS

GROUND RENT CENSUS

(1) Name and address of the landlord.

(2) Number of house sites liable for ground rent.

(3) Annual amount paid on each such site.

(4) The number of years over which ground rent has been
paid.

5) (a) The number of ground rents (If any) bought out.
(b) Amount paid per house on such sites.

(6) Any other action taken, e.g., attempts to buy out ground
rents; refusals to pay ground rents, ete.

FARMHILL
i DUBLIN.

(1) Mcllvenna Litd.

(2) & (3) 285 ground rents at £13 or £20 each, Approximate
total collected annually — £3,605.

(4) Being collected between two and ten years -as estate
completed. Approximate total collected In that time
difficult to estimate.

(5) Not known,

.(6) Very many known to be withholding ground rent.

ESTATE, TANEY, GOATSTOWN, CO,




WITH a total capitalisation of $8,970
milllon, Texaco ranks as the world’s third
largest ofl company and the second largest in
the United States, it is Renerally vregarded by
the stock market operators as one o? the most
lucrative o) companles in the world,
operating in most countries in the Western
world and having considerable Interests in
the Middle East, Africa and the Far East.

It makes big profits. In
Ireland, Texaco Is a well established oil
concern, selling its franchise to thousands of
garages throughout the country.

As part of its public relations in Treland

lexaco annually  gives out awards to
sportsmen,

Major interests

.\mupg its major interests are a 50 per cent
shure in the Caltex organisation, the other
\-hurchr:ld\-r belng the Socal oil company.

In 1972 Texaco's worldwide production of
crude oil, including natural gas liquids, was
1,021 billion barrels, a rise of 14.4 per cent
over the 1971 figure of 3,516 billion barrels. Of
its 1972 output, 43 per cent was derived from
its operations in Saudi Arabia, 23 per cent
from its American operation and 10 per cent
from Indonesia,

This latter country represents a growing
source ol cheap oil for Texaco and bas the
added advantage of vielding a very low
sulphur content crude oil.

_ leaaco also derived § per cent of its output
Jrom Iran.

In 1erms of refining operations, Texaco’s
main centre of production is of course, the
United States, but it has significant interests
In Irinidad where it has a multi-million dollar
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refinery. In additlon, Texaco runs refinerles

In the Far East under the Caltex name. o
However, In relation to the other major oll

companies, its European refining operation Is

small and tis in fact a buyer of refined oil in .

the European market.

Nevertheless, in 1972 refining output in
Lurope for Texaco amounted to 640 million
harrels.

ajor oll companies the
rate of {ncrease in sales by Texuco has been
slightly faster but this has not been reflected
in (he growth of net income.

Betwcen 1968-1972, the capital employed by
lexaco rose from $7.6 billion to $9.9 billion,
{n average percentage rise of 6.7. At the same
time working capital declined by $135 million.
Net property Including plants, machinery
cle., representing 79 per cent of the capital
caiployed was significantly higher than that
ol the other oil companles (74 per cent).

Net earnings

cent from 86220 million to “338.9 million.

Lhis represented a 28 per cent rise over the

teems ‘Texaco is likely to report an increase in
carnings this year.

Between 19681972 the average increase In
the company's sales was 11,7 per cent, rising
lrom 85,423 million In 1968 (o $8,439 milllon
in 1972, [his produced a risc of 2.1 per cent in
netincome from $820 milllon to $890 million,
In relation to other m
n the nine months, January to September I O R
1973, net earnings for Texaco rose by 35 per

From Joe McGarry
in New York

same period in 147 d 26 per cent over 1972.
The bulk of this rise came {rom operations
outside the United $ 5

In S Texaco's crude oll
production Is based in the Arab world, but
despite cuthacks in production, in absolute - e AU

= o .
\ j é

When I asked my New York broker contact
what Te:

©0's carnings lor the period Oc-
tober to December 1973 are

. . grou

— likely to be, he forecast a
ligure of 300 million, which
represents a marginal decline
vover the previous three
maounths, However, this is still
well ubove the figures for 1971
and 1972,

The general trend over the
nest six years will be for
lexuco to go on Increasing its
revenues (and profits) with a
compound growth rate for the

seeks power

B i

Gluaiseacht Cearta Sibhialta na Gaeltachta are St ncome would
to mount a campaign which will ensure that the| compared with $889 million in
Gaeltacht Authority proposed in the Government ';;f:f;gslf lﬂ";l;f‘ns‘r;'n“l':‘llr:lcl
White Paper, Gniomh don Ghaeltacht, will be Sl s il
completely controlled by people in_the Gaeltachtai,

The civil rights organisation
wunts the new authority to

cight years between 1972 and
1980 of 8.3 per cent.

well exceed §1,680 million

prices to the consumers.

2 v % le. e
Yl -
= g <2

have full power for  the
development of the Gaeltacht
i  social. cconomic and
cultural matters, to control
Radio niy Gacltachta, and to
Lo responsible  for  the
levelopment  of  mineral
resources  discoveréd  in
Gacltacht arcas

pur
poses. the  estabhishment of
w0sLprimary colleges on the

The meeting of the Dublin City Commissioners on
March dth took place with two protests against its
lines of the present regional decisions. Onc

ity Commissioners join

Amont the other demands to
he campaigned for are the
siting of the headquarters of
b lrish ogranisations in- the
Lacltacht.. the designation of
the the Gacltachts as a special
region lor  educational

st squatters

colleges. o special Gaceltacht
\elevision  station and  a
Gaeltacht roads authority

Strike
SUCCESS

the strike at Ever Ready
Garage Lid.  Donnybrook
ended carly Jast week when
the compuny agreed to pay
the suspended shop steward
full wages pending a Labour
Court investigation of the

s
the 15 AG.E. & M.O.U.
members who were on
strike arc being paid £150 by
the company to alleviate
hardship occasioned by the
strike. Should the Labour
Court find in favour of the
Union the company has
committed itsell to paying
the strikers full com-
pensation for wages lost
during the dispute.

the company has also con-
ceded full organising rights
to the union and agreed
procedures for dealing
with future disputes have
been established.

TRALEE

In Tralee the Kingdom Tube
strikers resumed work after
the company had agreed
thut a dismissed worker
would be  consldered
‘suspended’ and would
recelve full pay pending the
outcome of negotlations
between the company and
the Irlsh Transport &
General - Workers' Unlon,

large shopping complex in the Kilbarcack area. The
protesters were warned several times by the Lord

Mayor that he would adjourn the meeting if they
cre not quict and they were silent for the rest of
the mecting

W hen the issue of the squatters was raised, it took
Hve minutes to dispose of the future of a minimum
ol 1420 people The resolution of the housing
Committee was formerly proposed by Dermot
O'Rourke. Labour PParty member of the Cor-
oration and Chairman of the Committee.

Hu did not feel obliged to explain the process of
thought by which they had come to the conclusion
that it would help the housing situation if they

Dermot O'Rourke: proposed the cviction of
squatting famlilles,

a Sinn Fein picket, was outside and
concerned the proposal by the Corporation Housing ” ey
Committee o eviet families squatting in Cor- y Mairin
poration property
Ihe second protest was inside and was an o 7 de Burca
iection to the granting of planning permission for a

cvicted the squatters with small families. Nor did
he explain the phr in the resolution that these
cvictions would be “in the first instance”

This vague phrasing leaves the way open for the
cviction of families with more than two children if
the first run is successful. There were ap-
proximately three speakers on the resolution
altogether. None of them questioned the morality of
cviction or even its effectiveness

They were all agreed that they were against
Squatting but none of them told us whether or not
they agreed with speculation, breaking of the

Dunls Larkin: led opposition to Press.

planning laws by banks. the demolition of sound
housing or any other sharp practices which are the
immediate cause of squatting in the first instance

Some of the speakers, moved by the plight of the
children involved felt that a happy solution was to
move such families into sub-standard ac-
commodation. The sight and sound of well housed,
prosperous men solemnly proposing to dispose of
the weak promptings of what passes for their
consciences by stuffing families into sub-standard
accommodation was horrifying in the extreme.

In vain one waited for a speaker who would point
out that squatting was not fun, that families did not
cngage in it out of perversity but simple grinding
necessity, that although it was wrong to squat in
property that was undoubtedly needed for another
family, in the absence of any proper queue or points
system it was impossible for anyone to say whether
or not a queue was being jumped, that squatting
was the symptoms of a social disease and not the
diseasc itself and that evictions were not the cure

No one had the guts to get up and identify himself
clearly against the speculators and others making
profits on the backs of the homeless and putting the
blame fairly and squarely where it belongs.

Speeches

The main speeches of the night were reserved for
the debate on a request by the Chief News Editor of
the Irish Independent that the press be allowed to
attend Committee meetings. This drew forth im-
11):\‘41(mu] speeches from, amongst others, Denis
-arkin,

Men who had sat silent while the future welfare of
over 400 families was being discussed, sprang to
their feet to be heard on this matter

Those lor were led by Michael Mullen who said
that he didn’t see why the press should be excluded
and for that matter Why the public should not attend
Committee meetings as well. Those against were
led by the said Denis Larkin His arguments were
vather hard to follow but I gather that things are

Committee meetings which would be em-
Ing to be repeated in the press. This one
ve

case Denis Larkin's viewpalint prevailed
and the letter was marked ‘‘read

The Kilbarrack residents waited on for a
resolution which would stop the building of the new
wamen's prison in Kilbarrack However the oiae

*
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Death and
Irish Steel

Three lives lost, one leg amputated. ten
finpers cut off, numerous broken bones. This
18 not the casualty sequel of a Northern bomb
blnst. a rail crash. or of 4 motorway pile up

1t s the toll of separate accidents which
have occurred piccemeal in an Irish work-
Maee — Irish Steel Holdings Ltd., Huulhow-
{tne Iskand. Cobh, Co. Cork

It is the toll of humun life and crippled
limbs in a concern which. In the words of its
assistant general manuger, “is proud of its
record In the pursuit of indus:rial safety”. He
iy surprised at “'all the fuss' hecnuse. before
the recent spate of fatlities, “'no one had
heen killed on this job in fiftcen years™

Denls O'Leary, 48. dicd last March. A hook
on a crane snapped and the falling load put an
nd to his life. Twenty four hours earlier i
friver had refused to operawe the cranc
hecause he felt the hooks were in a highly
liingerous condition. It was ten o'clock when
Denis O Leary met his doom. By half past ten
the loading of scrap had recommenced. A
furnace had to be filled — g cast of steel had to
he finished that day  Life and steel production
had to go on.

Edward McCarthy, 28, died last Deccember
In the “null™” where he worked red hot ingots
weighing about 214 tons pass through a scries:
ol different sized rolls and finish as a bar
some 80 yards in length. At 5.20 p.m on Ed-
ward McCarthy's doomsday, one of these
finished bars, on coming through the final
roll, hit and upturned the projecting plate
Exactly the same thing happened with a bar
which came through at 6.00 p.m. At 7.15 p.m.
it happened a third time. On this occasion the
red hot projecting plate struck Edward
McCarthy and that was the end for him
Workers in nearby departments stopped work
but the works manager. Mr. Rafferty,
threatencd that unless casts were removed
from the furnaces the job would be closed
down for 6 weeks. Life and steel production
had to go on

HOLDINGS LTD. was
pvernment in 1947, In ity

ar
the Work forve has now expanded to more
than 1

« ‘Board, which Is appointed by the
Minister for Industry and Commerce, is one
of the few w does not include the
“sttutory”’ trade union official

The present directors are G. P. . Hogan
Chalrmun and Executive), B. Deviin who Is
ired civil servant, E, C. Dillon who 18 u
jversity professor, and D. D. Frame, of
Hammond Lane Foundry fam

Ted Connors, 45, died last month. He
(employed by a sub-contractor according to a
spokesman for Irish Steel Holdings) was
working in a dark area at the back of a new
vleetric arc furnace. A bulldozer cntered to
¢lean out the unlit arca.

No one¢ knows exactly what happened next

oldings

® David
Holdings.

Irame, Director, Irish Steel

the bulldozer bucket after which the bulldozer
droye over him a number of times. Produc-
tion was not jously affected. However
Irish Steel Holdings have gone to the expense
of MNoodlighting the fatal area.,

George Brierly ill alive. However since
972 his enjoyment of life has not been im-
paired through the loss of one of his legs. But
he is lucky because the accident that resulted
in the amputation could just as casily have
Killed him

Onc morning he was unloading bars from a
trailer which had reversed to within two
yards of a mobile crane. His job s to put a
sling on the lift of bars at the rear of the
trailer. However the crane on taking the
strain of the lift jumped forward and pinned
him to the trailer.

It is Impossible to establish how many less
scrious accldents have occurred at Irish Steel
Holdings. A spokesman for Irish Steel
i dmitting that several “out
for a few days'* accidents had occurred could
not put a figure on just how many

Workers with the firm claim that a com-

but it appears that Mr. Connors was struck by

puter would be required to establish an exact

By Denis Foley

figure
bar

And If the average of injuries at the
twisting machine is maintained
ations It is
istance of a

throughout the whole field of ope
e

y to understand why the as
computer might be required.

Before a safety guard was provided at this
machine 10 fingers had been lost and at le
four arm injuries had occurred. If one
categorises these injuries as “‘minor'* then
matters like crushed toes move inlo the
commonplace’” realm

The Department of Labour is the one body
which knows how many accidents have oc
curred. Irish Steel Holdings Ltd. (and all
employers) are statutorily obliged to notify
the Minister of accidents “causing loss of life

or disabling n worker for more than three
days from earning full wages at the work at
which he was employed

Notification of dangerous occurrences even
where injuries do not result is also statutorily
required

But the Department of Labour refuses to
supply the information or to indicate whether

THE DEPARTMENT of Health and Social
Welfare issues work accident figures an.
nually but these only relate to work places to
¢h the provisions of the Factories Act,
90, and the Mines and Quarries Act, 1065,
wpp!

n the cuse of factaries the law does not
quiro that the Minister be notilied of ne-
fents which disable a worker for three days

Z

caso of mines and quarries the law
that in the case of non-fatal ne
tification Is called for only in
‘urcldents cansing serious bodily

Injury .

any action has been taken as a result of the
accidents. An inquiry through the Govern-
ment Information Services brought the reply
that information pertaining to particular
cmployments “'is classified”

An inquiry as to whether factory Inspectors
had visited Irish Steel Holdings brought a
similar reply. 1 given to understand that
such information could not he made available

FACTORY INSPECTION

The section of the Department
of ‘Labour which Is charged
with looking after the
safety, health and welfare of
workers throughout the 26
Counties does not have a
single person on its staff
who has qualifications in the
field of industrial medicine
and welfare!

Up to July of last year only 37
lactory Inspectors were
employed by the Depart-
ment. The Minister for
Labour has now recruited
an additional 15 but this Is
not nearly sufficlent to
cover the vast area In which
the Inspectorate has to
operate.

The statutory function of
inspectors s to visit fac-
tories, mines, quarries,
hullding and construction
sies In order to check on
compllance with the gencral
safety, heslth and welfare
legisiation. are
required to
aceldents and glve evl
In court In cases of
prosecutions, They In-
vestigate boller explosions

and also check on com-
pliance with certain aspects

bring in new legislation to
correct some glaring

of the

the Conditions of Em-
ployment acts and the Office
Premises Acts.

Apart from statutory func-
tions the Inspectors are
expected to provide a safety
advisory service by way of
advice on particular mat-
ters and lectures on wider
aspects. And the Minister
intends that the enlarged
force will also have func-
tions under the Dangerous
Substances Act.

Mr. O’Leary s at
Sludying a report Irom a
doctor qualified In oc-
cupational Industrial
medicine who since last July
has been carrylng out a
survey of health hazards In
the varlous areas of In-
dustrial activity,

It remains to be seen whether
the Minlster will act on thls
report or whether he will

resent

shor of the Fac-
tories Act, 1955.

The application of the
requirements of this act
depends totally on the
goodwill of individual
employers. For example
employers are required to
notify the Minister of ac-
cidents which disable a
worker for more than three
days.

Another example is the
requirement in regard to
holsts and lifts, the greatest
accldent hazards In In-
dustry: The Act required
that every holst or lift “must
be thoroughly examined
every six months by a
competent person’’.

However no deflnition of what
constltutes a ‘‘competent
person” Is glven. The
Factorles Act Handbook
supplled by the Department
of Labour explains that “‘the
onus Is on the occupler
(employer) of ensuring that
the person who does the
oxamination s competent’'}

to a Trade Union or indeed to the workers
employed in Irish Steel Holdings

This must be perturbing news to workers
three of whose comrades have been killed in
the past twelve months. It is particularly
perturbing in view of the fact that the workers
believe that the company is not taking ac-
cident prevention seriously

Irish Steel Holdings for their part say that
everything is being done to cut down on the
accident rate. A safety officer and two others
wre employed to remove hazards to the
welfare of the 1,050 workers. Two safety
committees are, according to the company, in
existence

But the workers claim that the company
pays no attention to the Safety Committee.
Therefore the Committee, which meets fairly
regularly, serves no useful purpose

And if little attention is paid to the Safety
Committee there is very little which the
workers can do about it. Safety Committees
receive recognition in Section 73 of the
Factories Act. Such committees must include
““at least one person’” nominated by the
cemployer. The employer shall, according to
the Act, ‘‘consider any representations’
made to him. But if he ignores such
‘‘representation” there is effectively very
little that the workers can do.

They can request the assistance of a
Factory Inspector from the Department of
Labour but the fact that the employer has to
be represented on their Safety Committee
means that he can be both forewarned and
forcarmed against any visit from an In-
spector

The workers at Irish Steel Holdings are
angry. In the absence of information from the
Department of Labour one can understand
their fears that in the absence of justice being
seen to be done, justice quite possibly is not
being done. And “‘justice’ in this context
means that measures be taken to ensure that
workers clocking in at Irish Steel Holdings
are still alive when the time comes to clock
out; and that in the pursuit of higher
productivity due regard is paid to the life and
limb of the producer
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- Paisley now the

top man

By Our Political Correspondent

The most important
political figure in the North to-
day is the Rev. Ian Paisley. He
is the brains and the muscle
the eleven Loyalist
M.P.s at Westminster and he
heads a group which will alter
the Sunningdale Agreement
and Irish politics,

To survive the Sunningdale
Agreement must either work

the | Loyalists into the new
framework or alter the
framework to make them

irrelevant. One thing it cannot
do Is ignore them,

The Loyalists can be worked
into the new agreement only
by being incorporated in the
power sharing structure,
Although publicly committed
against power sharing, Dr.
Paisley would willingly lead a
selection of Loyalists on the
new ecutive. The only
problem is that the jobs have
already been allocated.

Alliance

The people who could
possibly lose their positions on
a re-shaped Executive would
most likely be the Alliance
Party members, who have
been made irrelevant by the
Sunningdale Agreement.

Loyalists on the Executive
would not be welcomed by
either Faulkner or Fitt, but if
.the Executive is to survive it
must change.

The other alternative is to
change the political situation
and thus pull the carpet from
under the feet of the Loyalists.
This move can come only from
outside the ., North, " from
Dublin. At its best it would be

@ lan Palsley: would
willingly lead Loyalists on
Executive.

a formal declaration of

recognition of the state of
Northern Ireland, which
would strengthen Faulkner's
hand.

Such a declaration would
involve a referendum and give
Fianna Fail the chance to
wave more than one green
flag. But members of the
Dublin Cabinet are unlikely to
give themthat chance and this
reduces the chances of suc-
cess for Sunningdale.

There are, therefore, two
options open to the Labour
Government — include the
Loyalists in the Executive or

have Dublin recognize the
North.

At the moment they are
believed to be putting

pressure on the second option
and the FitzGerald flight to
London last week was the first
move in this direction, Talk of
an early Wilson-Cosgrave
meeting supports this.
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Will Merlyn Ree
close Long Kesh?

By a Special Correspondent

THE ENTRY into office of the minority Labour Administration
in the United Kingdom has aroused a flursy of speculation
as to the course the Government will follow in Northern
Treland.

There are hopes that Roy Jenkins at the Home Office may take a
humanitarian look at the question of long-term Republican
prisoners seeking to serve their sentences in Britain's Irish
Jails. There are hopes and more hopes and even the
beginnings of euphoria . . . but what basis is there for any
idea that Labour's policy will differ greatly from that of the
Tories?

Mr. James Callaghan, in a recently published memoir, stated
that Labour would have followed much the same course as
the Tories in Northern Ireland. One wonders if this would
haveincluded Derry's Bloody Sunday and the S.A.S. squads
and all the other little peccadilloes of Britain's Army in
Ireland?

The Attlee Government in 1949 put the seal on Partition with a
guarantee to an immovable Orange-Unionist Ad-
ministration. The Ireland Bill was passed by a Tory-Labour
consensus with the majority of the Labour M,P.s abstaining

from the vote.
British Labour

The British Labour Party has changed since 1949, but the British
Labour Party is bi-partisan with the Tories on Northern
Ireland. According to Brian Faulkner it was the Labour
Party which refused to back away [from the written
guarantee that the North Is an integral part of the UK. . . .
which led to the entry of two conceptions of Northern
Ireland in the Sunningdale ‘agreement’

Mr. Rees has joined Mr. Faulkner in a demand that the Dublin
Government specifically underwrite this British conception
of Northern Ireland. Not much change of heart there!

On internment, Mr. Wilson has stated that he would have
finished internment long ago and perhaps he will phase
out internment . . . and perhaps he will end the Emergency
Provisions Act . .. perhaps perhaps

The Constitution Act, the British instrument of Government in
Northern Ireland, reserves to the British Government many
areas of administration which are open to reform: the
Army, the Police, the Courts and Tribunnl§. The power to
reform Is there: the question remains — is the WILL to
reform great enough to produce action from the new
Ministers in charge of the areas requiring reform?

The Judiciary, the Courts, the Tribunals are now within the
competence of the new Chancellor, Elwyn Jones, Q.C
Leader of the long battle against the Emergency Provisions
Act when in opposition, the new legal supremo, if he has the
will, could transform the Courts and Tribunals in Northern
Ireland.

All those Magistrates and Judges who have made only too clear
their partisanship on the gench should be returned to civil
life where their sense of Injustice can do no harm. He could
go down in history as the man who cleaned up the face of
Justice in Northern Ireland and made it acceptable . . . but

will he?
Army and police

Mr. Merlyn Rees could decide that the proper place for British
troops was in Barracks unless required to deal with a major
sectarian outbreak. He could decide that a concentration
camp was no help towards peace and close Long Kesh. He
could decide that a Police Special Branch devoted to plot
and torture had no place in British policy and clean out the
gangsters inthe R.U.C. . . . but will he?

Civil rights
The Labour Party could introduce democracy to Northern
Ireland for the first time by adopting a clear-cut Bill of
Rights which would do away with the inrcg of 'Power
Sharing* with the sectarian message implied in that exer-
cise and guarantee democracy to all citizens . . . but will
they? Ireland will judge by results.

A loss of political
grip in North

The United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, in keeping with the
battered economy, voted unto

successfully to foist on the
citizens of the Republic of
Ireland was fully exposed as
unrepresentative and unfair

itself a political garment
tattered around the edges. The
smell of oil had obviously
worked wonders for the
Scottish Nationalists and rural
Wales had perhaps caught a
whiff from the Celtic Sea
where a few rigs are hopefully
drilling.

Northern Ireland noted
opposition to the sovereign
will of the Westminster
Parliament by returning
eleven anti-Faulkner-Fitt-
Sunningdale candidates, In
passing, the S.D.L.P.
managed to exchange two pro-
Irish M.P.s for two pro-British
M.P.s a fact which w:
rankle with a not too forgiving
electorate.

The electoral system which
Fianna Fail “tried un-

by any democratic standard.

Labour became the biggest
Party but the Conservatives
had a higher popular vote
(37.2 p.c. v. 38.1 p.c.). The
Northern Ireland back-
woodsmen with 366.703 votes
got eleven members elected;
the Liberals with 6,000,000
votes got a miserable 14 M.P.s
returned.

In constituency after con-
stituency Members were
clected without an overall
majority

Danger to Ireland arises
from a possible loss of
political grip allowing the wild
men of the British Army a free
hand and the resurgence of
‘Loyalist’ violence to enforce
‘the will of the people’ as
revealed In the electoral
returns.
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Merlyn Rees: joins Faulkner In demand of recognition from ]

Dublin

Cuimhne siar

S€_S€a

chtain

an phobail

T4 sé sean-rdite { gcirsal
polaitiochta nach bhfuil
ar aon
seach-

don phobal.
nach bhfuil aon
chuimhne nd aon tuiscint ag
muintir na hEireann | geoitinne
do Harold Wilson agus a chipe.
Is décha gur fior a rd go bhfuil
failte in Eirian roimh an athni
rialtais sa  Bhreatain. Ta
tuairim  gineardlta éiginnte,
nach bhfuil aon bhonn Ididir
faol, le fdil sa tir seo gur
bdidla agus gur tuisceanai iad
an Lucht Oibre thall d’fhadh-
banna na bhEireann nd na
Caomhnaigh.

Maiomh

D’fhfadfadh duine seanisach
a rd gur beag an t-dbhar maite
atd ansin mar go bhfuil pa
Caomhnaigh chomh dona sin
— agus go mérmhér rialtas
deiridh  sco Heath — go
mbreathnédh dream ar bith
nios fearr nd iad.

Nochtaigh Wilson go leor
pleananna le tri bhliain anuas
faol chor na hEireann — bhi
plean ciig phointe déag aige,
caint faoi theorainn ama a
leagadh sios le h-aghaidh ais-
tharraingt Arm na Breataine
etc. Ni raibh sé | gcumhacht
an uair sin, ddr ndoigh,

Ach anois go bhfuil td sé
rdite aige féin agus ag Rees go
nglacann siad le polasai Heath
faoin  Tuaisceart, fii le
Imtheoranni agus lena idar
Faulkner.

Bia saor

Is beag an cinamh € Rialtas
Lucht Oibre | Sasana d'fhadh.
banna eacnamaiochta na hEir-
eann. Ar na clocha Is tiisce ar
phaidrin Wilson ta filleadh ar
pholasai saor-bhia, mi's féidir
leis €. Bhi sin ag an mBreatain
le fada — muide in Eirinn ag
solathar bia do chathracha na
Breataine ar phraghas a d'fhdg
felrmeoiri na hEireann ina
sclibhaithe,

Nil aon amhras faol ach go
bhfuil daoine i mbailte agus |
gcathracha na hEireann a
d'aontodh le Wilson. Nil de
mhfnid ar an easpa réadilachta
seo dfach ach an deighilt mor

® Edward Heath: dream ar
bith eile nios fearr.

Ni hé Wilson an t-aon phol-
aiteo’r ‘raid. il’ a thagann i
dur »r chuimhne ghalrid an
phobail. An S.D.L.P. 6 thualdh
mar shampla a thug cil le gach
gealldint ogus le gach polasai

a bhi rdamh acu — faol
Imtheoranny,  faoln  staile
chiosa agus rdtai etc; nf

amhiin sin, ach tdid féin anois
I gceannas agus ag feidhmiy
na rudaf grdnna a raibh siad
trdth chombh mér sin  ina
geoinne!

S (e
Raidiciuil

Agus td an scéal céanna &
dheas. Na daoine a bhi in alnm
Is a bheith ‘raidicidil’, né a lig
orthu a bheith amhlaidh, tdid
tar éis a bhffor-thuairimi 4
nochtadh anois go bhfuil cum-
hacht aca,

Ina dbiaidh sin is uile, is
cinnte gur athrd mér chun
feabhais do mhuintir na Brea-
taine ¢ an malarti rialtais até
déanta acu; td seans nfos fearr
ann go dtabharfai aird ar
fhadhbannai daonna seachas
fahdbannaf airgendals.

Is fearr d’Eirion é chomh
maith, né sin a mhothafonn
daoine in ainneoin na staire
agus na firicf. Cé acu Is measa
— an dealbh mér adhmaid
Heath né an cladhaire cam
“cliste Wilson?

Is maith an rud ¢ do mhothd
saonta an phobail nach cuim-
hin leo gur é Wilson a dhin
leath de na mianaigh guail sa
Bhreatain Bheag, agus a rinne

hilrd de: dANrHobs

agus an easpa idir
mhuintir na tuaithe agus mulin-
tir na geathracha.

mianadéiri
mblianta.

na
ar  feadh pma
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@ Cruise O'Brien: order to Army.

Wild scenes reported at...

Last Teanga in Daingean

Dr. Conor Cruise O'Brien
vesterday banned the Irish
language. He said that he
did not mind two nations in
Ireland but he was not
prepared to tolerate two
languages.

Dr. O’Brien was speaking at
the world premiere of the
new film “Last Teanga in
Daingean’, which was
directed by Gay Linn and
financed by Bord na gCon,
the Irish con board.

Dr. O’Brien announced that
his ban would come into
force immediately but he
was not sure what his bean
would think about it. He then
banned An Taoiseach, Dail
Eireann and everything else

President meets the streakers!

I'he President, Mr
Childers, yesterday led a
group of ‘‘streakers” down
O'Connell Street. Running

naked with Mr. Childers were
the Taoiseach, Mr. Cosgrave,
the Tanaiste, Mr. Corish,
members of the Cabinet, civil
and religious leaders, leading
members of the G.AA. and

named in Irish. But he did
announce that a speclal
appeal board will be set up,
staffed by volunteers from
the L.F.M.

In a statement last night the
armed wing of the L.F.M.,
Miss Joan O’Brien, said that
all members of Conradh na
Gaelige are to be shot on
sight. She congratulated the
Minister on changing the
‘Buy Irish’ campaign to the
“Bye Irish’ campaign and
she said that she did not
want to hear another focal
out of anybody.

In a surprise statement early
today Dr. O'Brien revealed
that he had ordered the Irish
Army to occupy the

various foreign ambass

Ihe streaking was s
cessful that it will replace the
traditional St Patrick’'s Day
parade in Dublin. Members of
the Army will streak past the
G.P.0. (without bayonets)
where the salute will be taken
by the new Minister for
Streakers, Mr. Oliver J.

Gaeltacht areas which up to
now had been ‘‘no-go’’ areas
for him.

The army rerlled that they
were at their tea and In a
formal military statement
just before supper time they
pointed out that what was
asked of them was Im-
possible as they were too
busy chasing Irish terrorists
in Ireland and Arab
terrorists In the Middle
East. But the 0.C. of the
Sinai Command promised
that If they spotted any Irish
speaking Arabs they would
arrest them on sight.

When asked to comment on
the move in  the radlo
programme “This Weakly",

Flanagan. ;
During the parade smoking
will be prohibited and Dno
naked flames will be allowed.
Mcanwhile, in the Dublin
District Court yesterday, a
well known  journalist  was
jailed for streaking. His
defence was that it was the
duty of the press to reveal

Dr. O'Brien attacked the
Interviewer and knifed him
147 times (in English).
Speaking at the funeral the
next day Dr. O’Brien said
that he was sorry and he
promised not to go mad
again.

To ensure this he has Interned
all  journalists In the
Gaeltacht which he had
earlier transferred to ‘A’
Wing in Mountjoy jail. The
Department of Posts and
Telegraphs said later that
the Minister had no com-
ment as he had decided to
post himself abroad. The
broad has not arrived yet
but he expects her any of
these days.

cverything. The Justice was
not impressed and sentenced
him to corrective training in
Iceland. saying ““No nudes is
good nudes’

It has just been revealed
that the weather for streakers
on St. Patrick's Day is that it
will he cold in exposed places

Patronage —

JOHN KENNEDY, Crettyard Stores, Crettyard, C'|rlow MARTIN
MEANEY, Moneymore, Bagenalstown: WILLIAN J. MURPHY,
Evergreen, Fenagh, Bagenalstown.

ANDREW BOYLAN, Derrygarra, Butler's Bridge; HUGH BRADY,
Gallon Glebe, Carrickaboy; JAMES BURNS, 31 Maln Stract, Shercock
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JEROME BUTTIMER, 25 Benvorlleh ;
THOMAS P. CARROLL, Hayfield House, Dripsey:
CHERRY, Post Office, Glanmiro PATRICK CLOMESSY,

&
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Ball: rvan; DENIS COLLINS, rahin,  Au h'\llm\n
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Cork
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Riveratick;

KEO]
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Senate

appointments,
state  briefs, judgeships
These are the plums of
political patronage
However, when it comes
to political patronage the
lowest common
denominator is
distribution of
Commissioners
I'his list of
appointed by Mr. Patrick
in the 11 months
since Fools Day, 1973, gives
an Indication of the
Labour Fine Gael zeal to
look after their own — an

423 P.Cs

the P.C. way!

L] qud) Cooney — the
P.C. man!

average of 114 P.C.s per
day for the period!
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