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NEWSPAPER OF THE IRISH REPUBLICAN SOGCIALIST PARTY

HIS MASTERS
VOICE|

Yes, We've seen it all before. Sunningdale, Power
Sharing, Executive, The Assembly. We know what
happened to all these attempts at democratising the
6 Co. State. THEY FAILED. Now, with the most
grandiose title yet “The Anglo-Irish Intergovern-
mental Council”” another attempt is to be made.

This time however Britain is looking South to the
Dail and her erstwhile allies, the Northern Loyalists
are being left out in the cold. It has taken the failure
of all other attempts and the recent successes of the
H-Block/Armagh campaign to make Britain under-
stand that there can be no solution within the 6
County context. And with that fact staring him in
the face Fitzgerald is willing to turn his back on the
Nationalists by allowing for a continued guarantee of
privilege to be extended to the ascendency popula-
tion.

One thing is certain. Britain has not! turned its
attention Southwards for the good of the lIrish
people. We see Fitzgerald selling off more of our nat-
ural resources. We see him selling “all Ireland Courts”
— one wonders if charges brought against the British
Army or R.U.C. by the nationalist population would
be heard in such courts. One may wonder! And yet
while he’s talking of “all Ireland”” we see him selling
bits of our constitution.

And you can bet he’s selling a lot more that we don't see. And what of Thatcher. She has gained a new lap-dog, cheap fuel, better
security, a great propaganda victory — even though she has butchered 10 men in Long Kesh the Irish Government will still befriend her.
And she will gain more if we let Fitzgerald keep selling. Any returns on his sales will go to his class and not to the Irish people as a whole.
All we want from them is to withdraw from our country economically, politically
and militarily and to make reparation to us for-their centuries of exploitation, oppression and profit-making at our expense. Anglo-Irish

There can be no British solution to Ireland’s woes.

Intergovernmental Councils are of no use to us.
End collaboration now!




The recent talks between Margaret
Thatcher and Dr. Fitzgerald do not represent
progress towards a solution to Britain's
continuing political military and economic
domination of the six North Eastern
Counties of Ireland. The talks represent an
attempt by a weak imperialist power and a
dependent capitalist class in the 26 Counties
to arrive at a solution which will “take
account of the economic political and sec-
urity interests of both parties.

The 1916 proclamation declared ‘“the
right of the people of Ireland to the
ownership of Ireland, and to the unfettered
control of Irish destinies to be sovereign and
indefeasable”. Fine Gael, the Labour Party
and Fianna Fail do not defend this funda-
mental principle which was fought for so
stubbornly by an earlier generation 'of' rad-
ical republicans and revolutionary socialists.

TURF LODGE
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MULTINATIONAL
EXPANSION

Therefore any agreement reached by tl}c
British and 26 County governmqn@ will
not be in the interests of the mnjonty'of
the Irish people. Instead it will be a so}l{txon
that will be appropriate to the privilege
of a small class in the 26 counties whose
chief function is to serve the transnational
companies of America, Britain and other
imperialist powers who now control the
major manufacturing and mineral resources
of our country. #

Success for IRSP Clir.

Over the past number of months the Miriam Daly
Craoibh 1RSP, backed by City Councillor Gerry Kelly, )
has been fighting the housing executive and the depart-
ment of health in regard to the flats and Masonettes in

cause of its close proximity to
ts ambitions to retain a
world role as a junior partner of the United
States will remain our principal enemy.
If we are to defeat imperialism and the
recent initiatives centred around the “Anglo-
Irish talks” and theproposed dropping of
articles Two and Three of the 26 County
constitution. We must forge a weapon that
will offer the possibility of winning the
struggle for national Liberation. It is neces-
sary to convince thepeople of Ireland that
we have a programme that is both demo-
cratic, national and social.

Britain be i
our country and i

We believe that

our programme for anti-imperialist unity
represents the first steps to be taken if we
are to advance the struggle for national
liberation and socialism.
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Apologists  for  Britain’s

Turf Lodge.

These flats had been due
for demolition for the past
fifteen months but the Hous-
ing Executive .declared that
nothing would be done for 5
years. The Executive stopped
all repairs and maintenance
for the past two years.

This led to a situation
where the dwellings were
unfit for human habitation.
To add to the residents prob-
lems, the flats became in-
fested with rats and mice.
This latest problem brought
a whole series of illnesses
including dysentry.

A number of children were
being sent home from school
because of rat fleas. Coun-
cillor Gerry Kelly fought the
Housing Executive and the
D.O.H. since his election in
June, to have the flats pulled
/down and new houses built.
After much agitation and
pressure 'Kelly and the resid-
ents succeed in having a num-
ber of masonettes demolished
and the tennants rehoused.

The Housing Executive also
promised to build 90 houses
in the area. But the situation
had got out of hand. On
September 16th Councillor
Kelly led a number of doc-
tors, welfare ‘workers ‘and
journalists through the flats.
The residents also sent a
deputation to the Housing
Executive led by P. J. Conlon.

The result of this is that
the Housing Executive has
been forced to bring the plan
for the area forward from §
years to 18 months. They
have also been forced to agrec
to 150 houses being built
in the area, an increase of
60. The rents for the flats
have been frozen at £5.00

~per ‘week and the residents

will get a refund of all
moneys paid above this from
1979, i.e. from the time

|

that maintenance and repairs
were stopped. (For some of

the residents this will mean.

as much as £500 refund).

The Housing Executive
have also agreed to a grant
of £450 for all families mov-
ing to new houses. The condi-
tions are so bad that the

Housing Executive have also .

been forced to rent private

houses for the worst of the

houses until the new houses
are built. work is starting
immediately on the first 60

houses and they will be ready
within 10 months.

The success of Turf Lodge
must be an example of what
can be achieved if the people
unite, fight and agitate for
themselves.

military policies in Ireland
have tried to present
‘Bloody Sunday’ as a freak
incident which happened by

chance on January 30 1972
in the heat of a civil rights
demonstration. This 24-page
pamphlet ably disposes of
this black propaganda myth
by outlining the high level
of pladning that went into
the operation.

@ Aviitsble
from the L.R.S.P. st 208

political
prisoners

atr o,
« o+

IRS

Since the elections in
May, Gerry Kelly and
Sean Flynn the IRSP
Councillors in Bel-
fast have established

a number of advice

centres in Belfast. If
You want to know the
time and venue of the
advice centre nearest |
you phone 47178

¢ en 10.00 a.m.
and 3.00 p.m.




[LR[THY T00 LITTLE TOO LATE

THE ENDING of the hunger strike on October 3rd

did not signify, as Mrs. Thatcher hoped, a victory for
the Brm.sr'\ Government in their confrontation with the
Irish political prisoners.

Because the prisoners ended the strike unilaterily and not as
part of any deal with Britain, their demand to be treated as pol-
itical prisoners still stands. They will continue to pursue it in the
context of any changes which the British may make in the

prisons.

Outside the prisons, how-
ever, both in Ireland and
internationally their demand
for recognition as political
prisoners has already been
won in propaganda terms,
And more than this, the
whole of Britain’s role has
once more been put in the
international spotlight.

Just as in 1968/69 when
the demand for civil rights
challenged the whole basis of
the sectarian six county state,
so the demand for political
status has once more focused
national - and international
attention on the residtence to
the British presence.

SOLUTION

Once more of course,
Britain has given too little too
late. Rather than crushing the
prisoners, they have
succeeded only in alienating
even larger numbers of Irish
people from any so called
British solution. British pol-
icy, which since the  col-
lapse of the Sunningdale
agreement has relied heavily
on Criminalisation and Ulster-
isation now lies in ruins and
they have nothing to replace
it with.

Which is where Garret
Fitzgerald steps in.

RELEASE

Fitzgerald’s feeble attempt
to help them out of their
difficulty by tinkering with
the Irish Constitution is un-
likely to succeed where SDLP
and Fianna Fail collaboration
have failed in the past. The
pro-imperialist and collabora-
tionist nature of all these
establishment parties was
clearly demonstrated during
the . course of the hunger
strike, when they came under
pressure to take ‘a stand in
support of the prisoners five
demands.

The pressure came from
the mass mobilisation around
the National SMASH H-
BLOCK/ARMAGH campaign
— from those -who are the
grass roots of all the political
parties. — the ordinary people
of the working class and rural
areas of Ireland. These proved
to be the most militant and
most consistent supporters of
the prisoners.

When faced with this grass
roots demand to support the
prisoners, the leadership of
the SDLP, Fianna Fail and
Fine Gael dragged their feet
and it became increasingly
clear that they had a vested
interest in maintaining good
relations with Britain. This is
something which is always

more important to them than
carrying out the wishes of the

NICKY

KELLY!

Irish people.  As a result ten
men have died during the last
year in the H-Blocks of Long
Kesh and -m: fore meh,
women and children have
died on the streets.

STRUGGLE

Some may say that these
lives were wasted because the
five practical demands of the
prisoners have not immedi-
ately been achieved. This is
not so. These deaths, along
with the many hundreds of
others during the past decade
and the many thousands over
the centuries were only in
vain if the struggle of which
they were a part — the
struggle for an independant
United Socialist Ireland — is
not carried on to a successfu
conclusion. =

The immediate priority for
the H-Block campaign is to
exercise vigilance and ensure

In June1980 Nicky Kelly
was arrested at Shannon as
he stepped off a plane from

"New York. Nicky Kelly was

returning to lreland after 18
months absence as Brian

" McNally, and Osgur Breat-

nach had won their appeals
in May.

Their convictions in  the
Special Criminal Court was
based on statements forced
from them by torture. By the
time of their appeal the exist-
ence of the Heavy Gang
had' become common know-
ledge. Their strong arm tac-
tics had been widely exposed
in the media. In fact the
Sallins Train «Trial was ‘the
first time that their tortures
were exposed. Nicky Kelly’s
appeal will now be in
November.

that yet another manoeuvre
in the grand British manner
is not carried out on the pris-;

ialism is  both a "possibility
and a duty for all Republic-
_ans and Socialists.

oners. Prior and Gowrie are ““-*“<Phigtask is‘a-concrete and

just smoother versions of
Atkins, Mason and the rest.

It is the energy and will
of the Irish people that will
guarantee a just resolution to
the protest — Not the benign
smiling face-of British Imper-
ialism.

MOBILISE

But the heightened polit-
ical awareness and appetite
of people mobilised by the
campaign — in particular Irish
working class youth — should
not be allowed to dissipate.

Neither should the funda-
mental reasons for the incar-
ceration of the prisoners and
the deaths of ten of our
bravest fighters be forgotten.
A concerted effort to launch
a broad front against Imper-

It is now 17 months since
Nicky's arrest and during that
time he has been left to rot
in Portlaoise Prison. Yet it

" has been virtually impossible

to gain any publicity for his
case. There .is a naive belief
in liberal circles that “Jus-
tice will be done"’,

Is Nicky Kelly to receive
the same justice as Tony
Walsh or Carmel Conneally?
(both of whom received
prison sentences for calling
the Special Criminal Court a
Tribunal.)

If there were any justice
in the Irish courts Nicky
Kelly would never have been
convicted, and the man who
tortured him would be in
prison. But true to form this
man has been promoted.

imminent one, not some
pious aspiration to be
mouthed in the ‘abstract.
Many H-Block activists are
straining at the leash and
want to root out the under-
lying reasons for the hunger
strike and prison protest.

We must not disillusion
them or waste the opportun-
ities, however limited, to
mount a new and deeper
political struggle.

Five years of protest in the
prisoners culmination in the
hunger strike has shown that
all the might_of the British
Repression Machine has not
crushed the prisoners. The
mass mobilisation around the
hunger strike campaign on
the streets has shown that
the people cannot be cowed
into passivity by 'the Brits
and RUC. These activities
together with the continuing
military campaign against
Brit. presence in Ireland
indicates that the struggle will
goon......

BROAD FRONT
CONFERENCE *

SUNDAY,
NOVEMBER 22nd
Contact Head Office.
Tel: 721175.
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DRAMATIC GROWTH

The Chairpersons ad-
dress from Naomi Bren-
nan covered many areas,
which were later to be
discussed under their var-
ious headings. Elections,
growth and development,
H-Block and the Broad
Front.

She welcomed the, pres-
ence of many new delegates.
“Not only has membership
grown dramatically in exist-
cumann”, she said, “but
many new cumainn have been
built in areas where prev-
iously-the party had no mem-
bers. Coupled wijth this
growth the political influence
and recognition of the party
both at home and abroad has
developed to the point where
we are now seen as a real
socialist . republican alter-
natjve”. \

On elections Naomi re-
iterated that “the /RSP is not
an abstentionist party, but
neither do we believe in the
parliamentary road to social-
ism”. She pointed to Chile
as one example of the failure
of this political _direction.
There are many arenas in
which we can fight for social-
ism in the trade unions, on
the streets, housing etc., etc.
through the whole election
process. “/t is not our aim to
put the winning of seats in
Dail Eireann before the fight
for a socialist republic, nor to
compromise our policies to
that end”’,

International

She outlined our com-
mittment to the H-Block/
Armagh campaign, all party
members had played their
full part, despite the non-
cooperation of other groups
in the capaign, the three H-
Block candidates standing in
the general electon who were
IRSP members received mas-
sive support. It was not until
the final counts. that Tony
O’Hara was elimii 1

to ask for the support of the
working class and then do
nothing to fight in their
interests. Suggestions came
forward that what was
needed at this stage was to
stand agreed candidates.
Difficulty was envisaged in
this as Provisional Sinn Fein
will not accept nor work for

= any candidate who is not an

abstentionist. This sectarian

It was argued that with
the present state of the econ-
omy with cut backs on all
levels, and repression growing
north and south, it is useless

greetings

Greetings to the IRSP Ard Fheis came from far and wide —
El Salvador, Eritrea, Europe, Canada, Quebec, England, Scotland
and Wales, Palestine to name but a few. Fraternal J.'
brought messages of support and solidarity from their com-
rades in struggle against their own ruling classes.

A Welsh delegate correctly
pointed out that the best help
any foreign comrades can
offer to the struggle in Ire-
land is to successfully smash
capitalism and Imperialism in
their own country. It was
suggested  that - republican
socialists from the celtic
countries come together for a
conference to discuss our
common enemies and way
forward, and to clarify the
real meaning of international
solidarity.

Following discussion of
the nature of international
work a number of resolu-
tions were passed. For ex-
ample the following is one
relating specifically to ethnic
minorities “That this Ard
Fheis recognises amongst its
allies are all those ‘interna-
tional minorities oppressed

position rules out the possibil-
ity of creating any viable
agreed anti-imperialist
alternative to the so called
“Socialist” T.D.’s or the reac-
tionary almost  defunct
Labour Party, let alone the
two major parties.

The Chairperson went on
to outline the gains made by
the party over the past few
months the succes of the
comrades in Turf Lodge with
the help of IRSP councillor
Gerry Kelly and local resid-
ents in getting a local housing
programme brought forward,
the devel of new

2

by British imperialism and
support their fight for na-
tional rights and against
racism and instructs the Aru
Combhairle to establish links

youth cumain, the citizens
advice centres being run by
the IRSP and with partic-
ular success in Shannon.

The
James  Connolly cumann in
London have been instru-
mental in enlisting the
support of Ken Livingstone
who recently sponsored a
group of relatives of the Long
Kesh prisoners to the City
Hall in London and called
for support for the Hunger
Strike.
Qur growth in this period
has not come from the
emoticnalism of the H-Block:

campaign but from a recog- .

nition that the IRSP is the
only  organisation  which
ds that the national

N

Due mainly to the H-Block/Armagh Campaign ang
our total invovement in it, the j|981 Art Ehe., of the
IRSP was divided into two sections. The first pary in
June (as reported in the Starry Plough) discussed jssyg

that

which arose immediately out of the campaign at
time and was the main item on the agenda,

The following is an account of the final part of
1981 Ard Fheis which was held on Saturday and S

the
un.

day, 17 and 18 October, 1981.

oclalist

Alternative

In the Secretary’s Report,
Eilis Flynn spoke of the
growth of the Party in recent
months. She stressed the need
for efficient organisation to
match  therapidly increasing
membership.

There have been quite a
number of new IRSP cumain
formed and existing cumain
have increased their member-
ship, some have in fact
doubled. The reason for this,
she felt, was the activity of
the Party in the H-Block/
Armagh campaign and also
in the recent elections in the
south and local government

with these or with
aview to recipical solidarity”,
Proposals for international
conferences discussed. The
Ard Combhairle will look into
all possibilities to further
consolidate those links.

question  is the class ques-
tion and that only through
the fight for socialism in a
free Ireland can there be any
way forward for the Irish
working class.

| in the north.

“People joined the party

because they see us as a

ternative to straig|
republican nationalism”, she

/

said. Jur non _sectarian
approach to the elections had
helped the development of
the party enormously. We
were not a Party content to
pay lip service to the struggle
but who participated at every
level. Apart from the main

political activity of- recent
months IRSP cumain were
deeply involved in issues

which involved the day to
day lives of our own class.

In Belfast the Miriam Daly
Cumann in Turf Lodge with
the help of IRSP councillor,
Gerry Kelly, and local resid-

_ents, ran a very successful

- campaign

against ghe
Northern Ireland - Housing
[Executive on the appallina



As usual the question of
womens  oppression  and
liberation produced lively dis-
cussion. What was noticably
absent from the discussion
was any emotional outbursts
which so often accompany
such debates in other cir-
cumstances.

The reason for the high
political level of discussion
was due to an increased un-
derstanding by members, -
male and female, of the
nature and causes of wom-
ens oppression in our society.

Throughout the past year
many papers have been
written and discussion has
taken place on womens liber-
ation and how it is to be
achieved.

This resulted in many
progressive  positions being
accepted by the Ard Fheis.
Not one resolution was re-
jected. It was agreed that
“what should ‘distinguish the
womens rights policy of the
IRSP as a republican soc-
jalist party is a revolution-
ary rather than " reformist
perspective”, Indeed all the
resolutions on women put
forward this perspective e.g.
the- question of abortion
cannot be seen in isolation
from the social economic
and personal circumstances in
which a woman finds herself
pregnant.

conditions and rat infested
flats which these people were
forced to live in. The result
of this campaign is that the
demolition of the flats and
rehousing of the residents has
been brought = forward by
five years and rents have
been frozen at £5.00 per
week. She also welcomed the_
development of the Belfast
IRSP Youth Movement and
urged th youth to particip-
ate fully in all Party activ-
ities.

In Derry the Comhairle
Cenattear have also initiated a
youth drive, and the Patsy
O’Hara Flute Band would
soon be available for com-
memorations, marches and
IRSP functions. 3
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evolutionary Perspective

y If we could over-
night abolish rape, poverty,
Ia.ck of child care facilities,
blﬁ‘h deformities, predjudice
against unmarried mothers
and illegitimate children,
dqmesnc violence and other
evils of our society it js
probable that fewer women
wpu}d become pregnant un-
willingly. IT 1S HOWEVER
THE WOMAN TODAY ‘WHO
BECOMES PREGNANT,
WHO MUST ‘HAVE THE
RIGHT TO CHOOSE.

. Discussion of this resolu-
tion produced three main
reactions: firstly, while some
comrades found they could
not support abortion, they
fully agreed that it must be
a womans right to choose

bgtween pregnancy or abor-
tion.

Another reaction was that
thepotential father should
have some say in the decis-
ion. However it was recog:
nised that it is the women
who carries the child for nine
months and bears the major
responsibility for it for the
next 15 - 20 years, therefore
it must be her choice and no
one elses.

In. Clare a -petition has
been circulated calling for the
building of a regional hos-
pital for the area. For some
in the country the nearest
hospital in Limerick is over
100 miles away thus entirely
unsuitable and very costly for
outpatients. to ‘travel to. This
petition so far has received
a very good response from
the people of Clare.

In Dublin the Nora Con-
nolly O’Brien Cumann main-
tain a regular bookstall-at the
G.P.O each Saturday and
although two members of
the cumann have already
been arrested and charged
with selling papers and liter-
ature illegally, the members
continue to man the stall

It was pointed out
that in a loving and equal
relationship of course the
situation would be discussed
by both partners but any
decision must ultimately lie
with the woman. =

The third position was
that we are fighting for a
republican socialist Ireland in
which all our citizens would
have the right to control
their own lives. In order for
women to control their lives
they must be able to control
their own bodies. The resolu-

tion was overwhelmingly
passed.
Other discussions - took

place around the set of de-
mands which the IRSP

makes. These are:

each week in the
Garda harrassment.

face of

The cumann is also
presently investigating a case
of the exploitation of non-
union labour by certain firms
operating in the city. The

findings  will be fully
published in a later Starry
Plough.

She went on to report on
the activities of various cum-
ain around the country and
concluded’ by again stressing
the need for good organisa-
tion, determination and self
dicipline of all members.
“We can go forward and build
the IRSP with confidence in
the correctness of our polit-
ics and look farward to the
creation of the Socialist
Republic that so many of
our comrades have given their
lives for.”

1. That contraception should
be freely available to all
who wish to avail of it.

2. That it must be a womans
right to' choose pregnancy
or abortion.

3. That church and state
must be completely sep-
erated.

4. No discrimination against
the child of unmarried
parents.

5. Equality in education, em-
ployment opportunity and
pay under the law.

6. Free availability of

ROAD

..

The removal of the
directly anti-women legis-
lation from our stature
e.g. Criminal conversation,
loss of consortium and
harbouring.

Full paid maternity/pater-
nity leave.

For state finance without
state control, of Womens
Aid Groups providing
refuges for women victims
of domestic violence and
for legal aid for women
in persecution involving
domestic violence and all
cases of family law.

FRONT

QSR

A wide ranging discussion on the hunger strike and the pos-
sibilities of developing a broad front campaign out of the H-

Block can be

cead ac foll.
ised as

In 1981 the campaign for
the five demands of the
Political Prisoners in Long
Kesh and Armagh was at its
height. 10 comrades of- the
revolution were murdered
slowly but surely by British
Imperialism. The campaign in
defence and support of the
Prisoners grew daily.

Hundreds of thousands of
people all over lreland
showed - their support on
picket lines, demonstrations,
rallys, public meetings and
even elections. This pattern
was repeated world wide.
Telegrams and messages of
support flooded into Ireland.
It had taken five years to
build this campaign. The
main reason why it took so
long was that there was no
unified campaign until Oc-
tober ‘1979 — more than
threg years after the begin-
nings of the blanket protest.

Only through broad front
unity and activity was it
possible to mobilise masses of
people at home and abroad.

We believe that a 32
county Socialist Republic can
only be achieved through the
efforts of a unified and
palitically conscious working
class, which can only come
about through the creation of
a unified struggle on the part
of all anti-imperialists.

We believe it is imper-
ative that all gains made by
the united action of the H-
Block Armagh campaign are
maintained, strengthened and
further developed; that other
anti-imperialist elements are
drawn into activity;

H-Block and Armagh.

political
prisoners

that the

campaign against Britains
presence in lreland — of

which the H-Block/Armagh
campaign was a part —
continues. The discussion
therefore centred around the
tactics and issues involved in
building a new Broad Front.
It was agreed that a
special day long conference
was needed to further discuss
all aspects of a continuing
Broad -Front. Issues such as
. neutrality, British Army re-

pression,  special  courts,
multi-nationals and unem-
ployment were all raised

during the discussion.

This conference will be
held on 22nd November at
10.00 a.m. :




BRETONS JAILED
e ————
—
A Chara,

Two Bretons, Herve
Kerrain and Bernez Korbel,
who took refuge in Ireland
about two years ago in

REVIEWS

blind eye

This _book reveals and
documents for the first time
how those who suffered and
died in the world battle
against Nazism were, in vic-
tory, betrayed by the British
Establishment.

It reveals why, of an es-
timated 150,000 Germans
implicated in mass murder
under Hitler’s bloody regime,
only 5,000 have ever been
brought to trial in the West.

It exposes the fact that the
governments of West
Germany have = consistently
refused to investigate and
prosecute more than a hand-
ful of the Nazi murderers
known to be living in West
Germany. Despite the death
of 20 million Soviet citizens
at the hands of the Nazis
only a single individual token
German has ever been
convicted by the West Ger-
mans for these 20 million
deaths.

Bower  describes  how
prominent supporters of the
Nazi regime not alone es-
caped punishment by the
British and the American
authorities after the war, but
how the Brits deliberately
protected and appointed
Nazis to positions of power
and responsibility in West
Germany. When finally a
few Germans were charged
with war crimes many prom-
inent Englishmen rush to the
defence of these mad dogs.

But what Bower, a top
BBC investigative journalist,

fails to mention is the
“strange”’ connection
between these right honor-
able and gallant gentlemen
and Ireland.

For many of\ the Estab-
lishment figures who rushed
to the defence of the war
crimes defendents have at one
time or another supported
repression in freland.

Perhaps mindful of the
war crimes committed by the
British Security forces in
Ireland, Churchill who had
once proposed that a 100
Nazi leaders should be exe-
cuted without trial, was
among the first to contrib-
ute to a fund to defend Field
Marshal Manstein when he
faced war crime charges.

Manstein’s British defence
lawyer who worked without
fee was Reginald Paget the
fox-hunting Labour MP who
once demanded that Repub-
lican prisoners be taken out
of Long Kesh and executed
without trial in reprisals for
the killings of Brit soldiers.

Paget’s fellow lawyer in
the Manstein case was an-
other Labour MP Sam Silkin,
the father of the British
Attorney-General who was to
defend Britain during t\.>
Strasbourg torture trial after
the European Commission of
Human Rights found the
British Government guilty of
torture.

Like father. like son . . .,

Blind Eye to Murder/Tom
Bower/Andre Deausch/£9.95
UK.

A Chara,

Despite all his talk of
Socialism, Jim Kemmy
doesn’t act very much like
one. What sort of a socialist
would vote for the recent’
Free State budget. It was
the most anti-working class
budget ever and Kemmy
refused to oppose it. Now as
the effects of it are being
felt Kemmy wants to come
to the rescue.

Kemmy will have to
rescue more and more from
the dole queue (Having
encouraged the multi-
nationals for years he can
do nothing now as they
pull out and leave more on
the dole). Will he rescue us
from that? Kemmy's sup-
port for loyalists in the 6
counties totally ignores the
discrimination on which
the northern regime is <
built.

This is part of the fabric
of the north and can’t be
written off. And it should
not be forgotten that it
was the nationalists who
went to fight fascism in
1939 - 1945. The loyal-
ists were all in the specials
defending the border!

Jim Kemmy is doing the
imperialists job for'them.
He is only a stooge of and
an apologist for loyalism.

Morris Fitzgerald,
Walkinstown.

order to avoid conscrip-
tion to the French army,
went back last August bel-
ieving that under the terms
of an amnesty granted after
the election of Fr. Mitter-
and there would be no
prosecution against them.
However, on October 1,
they were called to Rennes
and told they must do their
military service. They
refused because, to quote
them: ““We are Bretons and
we don’t want to serve a
State which denies us our
national rights”. They were
then put under arrest,
“arrets de rigueur”. They
expect to be detained for
two months and then to be
brought before the Trib-
unal Permanent des Forces
Armees which is likely to
sentence them to one year’s
imprisonment — as hap-
pened to Yann Ber ar Mat,
Yannig Coraud and Noel

NORBROOK SCABS

We the Patsy O'Hara
Craoibh IRSP Newry
would lke to state our
support for the workers in
Norbrook laboratories who
entered the tenth week of
their strike on 14th
October. Furthermore
that despite the claims of
Mr. Haughey and his
coharts, this strike has
developed as a result of his
refusal to allow his work
force to join a union and
look for better pay and
conditions and not as a
result of personal griev-
ances between himself and
the local union branch
secretary or accountant,
whom he has dismissed
from his employment and
are currently fighting a
court case against him.

Also we would like to
point out that the seven
men dismissed by Norbrook
were only given five:min-
utes notice on 11th August
and not the statutory two
weeks that Norbrook
claim. What is even more
hypocritical is that Mr.
Haughey made men redund-
ant whilst he had four part-
time students working for
him for the summer. We
would also like to bring
attention to the fact that
black legs are now being
employed by Norbrook.

Even during the past few
years for the same reason,

It appears that two
others, Jean F. Jaffre and
Francis Le Gall, who also
refused to do miljtary ser-
vice for Breton reasons,
and returned to Brittany
after taking refuge in
Ireland, are under similar
arrest,

A campaign is being or-
ganised in Brittany for the
release of these men, It
would greatly help them if
friends of Brittany in other
countries made it known to
the French authorities
that they were concerned
and sympathise with their
principled stand. This can
be done in various ways:

a. by writing personally

to the French ambassador
in the State where one is
resident, expressing support
for the stand taken by those
Bretons and a§k/'ng for
their immediate release;

b. organising a petition to
the same effect, by col-
lecting signatures among
one’s acquaintances or at
meetings, and forwarding

it also to the French am-
bassador;

¢. making know to the pris-
oners, via the Celtic League,
that one is helping them in
these ways.

Alan Heusaff

Runai Ginearalta,

An Chomartha Cheiltigh
(sedadh thuas).

We feel that it is the duty
of all trade unionists to
give their support in what
ever way possible to the
Norbrook workers and force
Mr. Haughey who epitom-
ises the unjust ruling capital-
ist class that governs us to
allow his workforce a
decent wage and working
conditions. Indeed if we as
workers allow this strike to
be broken, the cause of
workers everywhere and in-
;\deed the work of organised
trade unions everywhere
will be set back.

PRO, Patsy O'Hara Craobh
Newry IRSP.

SOCIALIST ART?
A Chara,

Would the editor of the
Starry Plough please explain
for me the cartoon on page
three in last months issue?

« The cartoon does not serve
any apparent purpose. Also
its use of a working class
woman indicates a certain
bias against women on
the part of the “artist”.

The collecting of money
is one of the tasks which is
disliked by most activists
but which they accept has
to be done. To ridicule
these collections only serves
a negative purpose.

- . Sean Power,

- Nenagh.




Kemmy's

“Socialism’’
A Chara,

Jim Kemmy the “Social- -

ist"” should read some of
Karl Marx. Marx is and was
the foremost socialist
writer. Marx was in favour
of a free and united Ire-
land. He said “we must take
the iniative in dissolving the
union formed in 1801

and replacing it by an in-

dependent Federative Bond. °

Jim Kemrny does not
agree with Marx, he believes
that part of Ireland should
remain under British dom-
ination. But if Karl Marx
was a socialist and Jim
Kemmy does not agree with
him, then Jim Kemmy
cannot be a socialist.

Peter O’Connor,
Cobh, Co. Cork.

P.S. Editor adds. True
indeed. One only has to
add that the greatest marx-
ists of the 20th century,
nationally James Connolly
and internationally, Lenin,
held views which are ana-
thema to Kemmy and his
‘“‘comrades”.

A Chara,

When is Jim Kemmy
going to catch himself on?
The logic of his position is
to establish the direct link
between Britain and Ire-
land. It is the best way to
demonstrate our inter-
nationalism. We should then
join N.A.T.O. as a further
act of internationalism.

John Murphy,

MOTE vor [ESS

THE CENTRAL BANK
believes that workers
should take an effective
cut in wages. So does
the National Economic
and Social Council and,
naturally, the Federated
Union of Employers.

This call for a wages cut
is echoed of course by the
national newspapers in leader
articles written by compliant
editors who reflect the wishes
of the captains of industry,
their own management and
the establishment generally.
These people don’t actually
use the word cut. A more

innocuous  phrase . — pay
pause — has become the
official jargon.

The Irish Congress of
Trade Unions (ICTU) whose
leaders got used to deliver-
ing up a docile work force
to employers through a na-
tional wage agreement (NWA)
each year, are shocked and
frightened. They may now
be forced to behave like real
trade union leaders and ac-
tually lead' fights for the
defence of their members liv-
ing standards.

After the deliberate sabot-
age by employers of talks
aimed at a new wages agree-
ment. ICTU leaders have
threatened a “free-for-all”,
This ‘is meant to pressurise
employers and the govern-
ment into possible new talks
and the strident rhetoric
should not be taken too
seriously. It is up to work-
ers at local branch and work-
place level to ensure that
their ~ union  organisation
works' for them and is con-
trolled by them.

The economic reason for
the push for wage cuts is
simply that containment via
NWA’s of workers wages is
mot sufficient to meet the
investment and profit crisis
of industry in Ireland and
throughout the  western
world. Local firms need to
become more “cost effective”
— more jargon which simply
substitutes the word cost for
wages. Given that every econ-
omic circumstance in Irish
society, as in every capital-
ist society, is geared to meet
the 'needs of business owners

it is the working class that
has to provide the solutions
and sacrifices to -the owners
crisis.

More fundamentally we
should not forget that the
Irish government and em-
ployers organisations like the
FUE act as local policemen
for the multinationals. The
cheap bartering of Irish phys-
ical and human resources by
the IDA is dependent on
large grants from taxpayers
money and a plentiful supply
of cheap labour. Only when
Irish workers -control the

. country, politically and econ-

omically, will we be able to
plan an ordered and decent
social existence. Until then
workers should not listen to

appeals for a wage cut “in _

all our interests”. They
should fight to maintain liv-
ing standards.

Socialists meanwhile
should strive to point out —
in the course of activity with
fellow workers in struggle —
the link between our crisis
hit economy and the fact
that it will get worse before
it gets better ie. when
Irish workers take control of
it.

WE FIGHT FOR
NATIONAL LIBERATION
AND SOCIALISM IN IRELAND

SEAMUS COSTELLO
MEMORIAL
COMMITTEE
PUBLIC MEETING

“SOCIALISM AND THE
NATIONAL QUESTION".

“FRIDAY Jith
DECEMBER 1981

AT 7.45 p.m. IN
LIBERTY HALL

ALL ARE WELCOME

The Ard Comhairle of the
IRSP wishes to pay trib-
ute to four of our fallen
comrades

To ensure they did not
die in vain we must build
a Socialist Republic.

Seamus Costello —
7 murdered 5th Oct.

1977.

Noel Lyttle — murdered
15th Oct. 1980.

Ronnie Bunting — mur-
dered 15th Oct. 1980.

Tony McClelland — killed
16th Oct. 1979.
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SEUNIAPER OF 1111 RIS REPUREI IS ST 7

BUY THE
STARRY PLOUGH

\ The STARRY PLOUGH, PUb- s,
\ jished monthly covers Irish THE STARRY
\ economical. political and PLOUGH o
cultural affairs while a|50=-=-lmmz_n
giving some foreign cover- QLDELIUTTR
age. It represents the views
of the Irish Republican
\ SocnalustParty Ithas outlets
in Europe and America as
\ wellasinireland. Anannual
-\ _subscriotion is available for
N\ only £4.00
\ (Europe). and $72.(United
\ States).$75.00 air mail
Make sure you are getting
the news from a republican
socialist point of view by,
ordering your copies from
34 Upper Gardiner Street,
Dublin 1.

VI PP ST I IIIIIIIRPIL I ELL L
i 9)

(VI I I VI

ST T T T T I I T I T I T I I I IV IV

The Army Council of
the INLA remembers
with pride their comrades.

& 73

The heroic example

of our dead comrades
strengthens our resolve
to achieve the only
meaningful monument
‘to their memory: an
Irish Socialist Republic
where the ideals they
fought for so bravely in
their short lives can be
realised in a society where
exploitation and oppres-
sion are but brutal
memory.

DIRE HORSEMAN

Dire Horseman, waiting
patiently

we hold ye still at bay!

Dark Horseman of
Apocalypse,

Ye concede us one more
day.

Sinister spectre of these

Cages,
We have yet our goals to

win
Ride out, Black lord of
famines
Say they are not giving
in! L

To your sponsors, fell
and fatal;
- Go ye say, they will
not bend
Go ask that Crown
Sepulchral
Who else have yet got
to send
Shade sable of these
hellblocks
Say to them, how can
ye win?
They are the risen,
people,
Their day is coming in,
Say | cannot make them
criminal
Say | cannot make them
bend
Say | cannot make them
fear me
They defy me to the
end!
England, whats left for
your gaining
At the dawning of
their day
Still will their souls
be marching on,
upon your own
judgement day,
Dismiss me then, Oh
royal masters,
What ye wish, | bring not

in,
You have need of

Greater Power than |,
If you England, are to

win

Ride out then, Ghost
Apocalypse

For we will say our say!

No victories here for
England,

This side of judgement

\ day.

FEARBOLG
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STARRY PLOUGH readers will be surprised to hear
that there is a new and very upmarket convert to Re-
publicanism — Mr. Garret Fitzgerald.

An Taoiseach and leader of Fine Gael, has recently announced
himself as a Real Republican intending to lead a new crusade to

change the Constitution.

He wants to turn the twenty
six counties from-a sectarian
state with sectarian laws into
a democratic state with a sec-
ular Constitution guarantee-
ing the right of the people to
divorce, free legal contracep-
tion, secular education and
the abolition of the barbar-
ous concept of illegitimacy —
this coming from the leader
of a political party with its
roots in capitulation to
British Imperialism and the
Blueshirt movement!!

It is no accident that
Fitzgerald launched his
crusade to coincide with the
ending of the H-Block Hunger
Strike which resulted in the
death of 10 brave working
class men who went to their
deaths rather than capitulate
to British Imperialism’s
policy of criminalisation. The
sacrifice made by these men
and the five year long protest
in the H-Blocks and Armagh
Women’s Prison coupled with
the campaign on the streets
throughout the 32 counties
for the past 18 months has
clearly brought into focus for
the Irish people the ques-
tion of partition and Brit-
ain’s interests in Ireland.
Fitzgerald intends to build
on this heightened National
Awareness in the interests of
British Imperialism and
-Native Irish Capitalism.

Is Fitzgerald really serious
about his intentions to amend
Articles 2 and 3 of the
Constitution? Could the real
reason for his crusade be his
need to rely on the three so
called Socialist TD’s (who
also happen to be two nation-
ists) for the survival of his
Coalition Government.
Perhaps that is an element
but one thing is clear: the
present phase of the struggle
for a United Ireland has
brought Britain to the point
of settlement if theprice is
not too high and Fitzgerald
will sell cheap.

His Party are experts at
capitulation. If they were
unable. to stand up to. Britain
in 1922 and since then have
reinforced” partition, politic-
ally, economically and cul-
turally, how can he expect
the Irish people to believe
that he will get a deal from
Britain which will be in the
interests of the working
people of this Island.

Britain wants out of the
six counties, but the British
want to retain their influence
in order to guard their econ-
omic and strategic interests.
However today, their
strategic interests are upper-
most in their minds. Our
historic neutrality has always
been a thorn in Britain’s
side. They are prepared to
‘“give us back” the six
counties in return for the
ending of our neutral stance
and our participation in

FITZGE

Al

the lion heart!

This is the nob of the
matter!!

Fitzgerald is leading a
“Crusade” to change the Con-
stitution hoping the Irish
people will focus on the del-
etion of Articles 2 and 3.
Meanwhile he sermds Prof.
Dooge (Minister for Foreign
Affairs) across the world to
discuss the steady abandon-
ment of our neutrality and
national independence viz a
viz the East/West tensions
and conflicts. As we are a
Country dominated by Im-
perialism with a part of the
Island colonised by Britain
and the remainder intensely
exploited by other imperial-
ists through their multi na-
tionals, the consequences of
Fitzgeralds actions are very
frightening and grave indeed.

Fitzgerald wants to settle
the question of Partition in
the interests of Imperialism.
A patchwork solution involv-
ing the appeasement of Un-
ionism by either Fine Gael or
Fianna Fail does not hold
out much hope for a qual-
itative change in the lives of
working people, north and
south.

Where does the IRSP stand
on the question of changes
in the Constitution? The
Party along with other prog-
ressive  organisations  has .
always called for a secular
democratic Constitution with
the rights of every citizen
guaranteed. We reject the
attempt to tinker with the
existing Constitution in order
to placate the most back-
ward elements of the Irish
people.

The issues of our neu-
trality and- Ireland’s mem-
bership of NATO are central
to the lives of every person
on this Island. We believe that
the debate on the Constitu-
tion and neutrality and
NATO must not be confined
to Leninster House or the
columns of the Irish Times,
this debate must take place
in every town and village
throughout the thirty two
counties.

Socialist, Republican and
Progressive Organisations
throughout the 32 counties
have a duty to gather the
facts around these issues and
to put them before the Irish
people.

The IRSP will play its part
in this task.

DEFEND THE EMBASSY 20

Twenty people arepresently charged in the Special
Criminal Court because of their participation in the
August 20th march to the British Embassy. The de-
fendants who are fror Monaghan, Belfast, Wicklow,
Tipperary and Dublin are charged under section 7 of
the Offences Against The State Act. They are liable on
conviciion tosentences of up to 20 years.

A defence Committee for
the Embassy 20 has been set
up by the National H-Block
and Armagh Committee. The
defence committee has spec-
ific aims. Most important is
to oppose the Coalition’s
attempt to criminalise all
those who supported and par-
ticipated in the mass move-
ment for thefive demands of
theprisoners.  Secondly to
organise meetings, demonstra-
tions, pickets posters for the
defence of the Embassy 20.
To arrange for international
observers to be present at the
trials of the defendants.

The defendants are all
agreed that the charges
against them are politically
motivated and they will fight
their case accordingly. In
their first appearance in the
Special Criminal Court both

Harry Flynn and Gerry
Roche made this point very
forceably to Judge McMahon.

When RSP Councillors
from Belfast Gerry Kelly and
Sean Flynn protested from
the public gallery theywere
evicted from the Court. At
their last appearance on Oc-
tober 29th Roche demanded
a trial by jury.

When Judge
Hamilton was asked by
Roche for an explanation
as to why he was not allowed
a jury trial Hamilton threat-
ened to withdraw Gerry

.~ Roche’s bail if he didn‘t sit

down. 3

The prosecution had _asked
that defendants be tried in
groups of five. Hamilton fol-

lowing objections from Sol-
icitor Myles Shevlin ruled
against this request. It is vital
that all anti-imperialists and
H-Block activists support the
campaign now being
organised by the defence
committee which meets every
Wednesdsay at 7.30 p.m. in
29 Mountjoy Square.




YORKTOW

The 19th October 1781 was a red-letter day in the

history of humanity.

It was ths. date of one of the most important defeats suffered
by the British Army —-a defeat which affected in turn the
outbreak of the French Revolution and the 1798 Rising. Yet the
media of these islands have hardly mentioned its 200th anniver-

sary.
The reason for this silence
is easy to understand — if
we look at why General
Charles Cornwallis, later Brit-
ish C-in-C in Ireland, ordered
the British Army’s bands to
play the popular tune “The
World’s Turned  Upside
Down”. that day in York-
town, Virginia.

After Yorktown the world
did turn upside down. The
British defeat led to the
French Revolution and the
establishment of free repub-
lics in the USA, France,
Switzerland, North Italy, and
the Low Countries. It also led
to attempts to establish free
republics in Ireland and the
Caribbean.

The tide of revolution un-
leashed by Yorktown
receeded after 24 years. The
big WASP bourgeoise gained
control of the United States
and limited the Right’s of
Man. Reaction was victorious
in Europe by 1815, but many
of the democratic gains made
that day were never lost.

There is another special
reason why the Irish should
remember Yorktown. For at
Yorktown, the Irish — both
Ulster Protestants and native
Irish — wrote a glorious page
in their nation’s military his-

Have you heard any of
the different but equally
pathetic excuses being
peddled by members of
Sinn Fein, the RTE Party,
to explain the miserable
showing of the Stickies”
carpet-bagging candidate,
Tom Moore, in the historic
Fermanagh/South Tyrone
by-election and Joe Sher-
lock’s refusal to vote against
the Blueshirts’ anti-working
class budget.

It got me thinking of
Dr. Johnson. It was the late
Dr. Johnson, was it not,
who first observed that
there were lies, damn lies
and statistics.

The good doctor, were
he alive today would, |
have little doubt agree that
in the light of modern Irish
political realities, his famous

tory. For the British Army —
especially it’s crack Brigade
of Guards, then without it’s
Irish, Scots of Welsh Regi-
ments — it was one of the
blackest days in it’s history.
In 1781 Cornwallis with a
force of 7,000 regular troops,
including 600 Guardsmen
held Yorktown awaiting the
arrival of 5,000 reinformce-

. ments and 23 ships from New

York with which he intended
to crush the American
Revolution.

The British were at once
besieged by a force of French
regulars and colonial militia-
men. both these detachments
had heavy Irish membership.

, On the 14th of October Irish

troops of the French Army
took the first of two vital
redoubts and the colonial
militia, again with a strong
Irish  “beef-up” took a
second.

On 16th October the
Brigade of Guards supported

by German grenadiers
counter-attacked the French
guns but more than 100

cannon survived to resume
the bombardment of the
town. A desperate Cornwallis
now attempted to emulate
Washington at the Delaware
and under cover of darkness
ship his men across the York
river to Gloucester Point.

observaton would of neces-
sity have to be amendegd to
note the fact that in Ireland
there are liars, damn liars
and stickies . ...

LIMERICK LEADER

Speaking of Kemmy, |
overheard Michael Mills of
the /rish Press discuss the
Limerick spacer with a little
quy from the /rish Times,
in Nesbitt’s bar “. . . the
same old variation on the
Muhammad Ali theme:
He's the greatest . . . the
difference, | suspect is that
Kemmy believes it . . ."”"

e

A midnight storm frustrat-
ed this attempt. The British
fleet fled and General Sir
Henry Clinton failed to turn
up with reinforcements, so
Cornwallis decided to capitul- -
ate.

The Brigade of Guards had
lost one major, one sergeant
and three Guardsmen killed.

But three lieutenant-coldn-
els, twelve captains, one
ensign, two adjuntants, one
QM, one surgeon, 23 ser-
geants, twelve drummers and
465 Guardsmen tamely sur-
rendered along with some
6,000 other Brits.

As the 7,000 /Brits " sur-
rendered, Cornwallis ordered
the banks to play The World’s
Turned Upside Down to show
that he understood the polit-
ical meaning of the defeat.

MAD MICKS AND
ORIENTAL GENTLEMEN

An interesting little aside
to the Brits refusal to grant
special status treatment to
Republican prisoners.

During the British rule
in Palestine convicted Zion-
ist terrorists received
“special status” treatment,
Arab “terrorists” did not.

Another example of the
old Brit game: One law for
_the colon another for the.
native.

The political effect of
Yorktown was as important
in its day as the French
defeat at Dienbienphy in ours
— with this difference: At
Dienbienphu the  French
fought herocially and within
nine years Col Jules Roy was
able to write his great study
of that battle. But Yorktown
cannot be dressed up as a
Dunkirk-style gallant British
failure, so it is ignored by the
British.

The US, despite the pres-

ence of President Mitterrand
at the £1m celebration ex-
travaganza, wants to play
down the foreign element in
this great revolutionary vic-
tory (it might give other
people ideas) and the French
have no desire to admit the
debt owed to the one mil-

bi:centenial

lion Irish Soldiers who served
in its ranks in the century
before Yorktown. This, it is
felt, would take away from
the “glory” of France. So
neither mention the Irish.

The failure of the Coal-
ition government to organ-
ise any event to draw atten-
tion to”the strong Irish role
at Yorktown can be traced
to its pro-British policies.

The fact that not one stud-
ent of the Military College
at the Curragh wrote even a
discussion paper on this vital
battle shows the effect these
same tame pro-British policies
are having on Irish military
honour and education.

The by-election for
the vacant seat on
Newry/Mourne  council
has proved to be yet
another victory for the
prisoners in the“H-Blocks
and Armagh.

The defeat of SDLP can-
didate Jack McMahon by
James McCreesh, by over
1,800 votes doesn’t go well
for that party -in South
Armagh.

The SDLP threw its whole
weight into the campaign
with John Hume, Seamus
Mallon and many other per-
sonalities canvassing for Mec
Mahon. But the clectorate of
the area gave its answer.
The result means that the
SDLP should withdraw from
the council in support of the

- hunger strikers.

Another
Defeat for
Hume

James McCreesh’s total ol
3,800 demonstrates once
again the support there is for
the prisoners five démands
throughout the country.
Incidentally, during the cam-
paign John Hume made a
visit to Crossmaglen on
Sunday 27th September. His
welcome was none too rap-
turous as one might expect.

But did one of his body
guards have to punch and
knock out a young woman,
just because she was asking
Hume questions about the
hunger strike?




Glen-Dimplex

Offers Nothing

ON FRIDAY 24th October 375 workers of Glen
Electric and Green Point in Newry came out on official
strike. At 5 p.m. the same day strike notice ran out and
the pickets started immediately. This story does not

start there, but in June.

It was then that the
Irish Transport and General
Workers Union submitted a
claim for £15 and a better
holiday scheme. The com-
pany replied that they could
not afford to give an increase
and ignored the claim.

The Northern Ireland Lab-
our Relations Agency was
then called in and recom-
mended that the firm make
an offer. Glen Electric res-
ponded by talking about in-
flaton, the drop in sales and
the higher cost of over
head and then after 7 days
they offered NOTHING! We
don’t have the money said
Martin Naughton, managing
director of Glen Electric.

On August 1st, when the
old agreement ran out, the
firm were still offering noth-
ing. In fact they were refus-
ing to negotiate with the
union at all. The workers

The Irish News of next
day, Saturday 17th, exploded
the myth of Glen Electric’s
claim of no money. It an-
nounced - that the firm had
just bought over Burco Dean
an English concern (See box).
The breaking of  this story
moved Naughton. During the
next week he asked the union
to withdraw the strike notice
and work normally on Mon-
day 28th October while he
promised that the firm would
negotiate. ¥

On Friday 24th October
over 200 workers assembled
in the Minor Town Hall
in Newry to consider Naugh-
tons offer. But the ITGWU
were having cold feet by now.
Martin King spent 30 min-
utes trying to find someone
in the hall who would speak
out against the strike. But
there were no takers.

Only 8 at the meeting

AN CAMCHEACHTA

THE STARRV PLOUGH

EMIPIIRIE
BUIILIDING

Glen Electric was started
in Greenbank, Newry in Jan-
uvary 1974. The main item
which it made was electric

In October last year, 1980, Then last month Glen/
the company acquired the Dimplex took over BURCO
French firm of BRUNNER, DEAN. The new acquisisions

though, were becoming more voted to withdraw the strike
and moreangry. The reason notice.
being the firms demand that

they work a three day week
for five months of the year.

While on the three day
week, the take-home pay was
on average £56.00. But the
real anger arose from man-
agement’s practise of, on
occasion, running two
assembly lines instead of the
normal one. All of this while
on a three day week.

King then told he meefing
that because of two other
disputes in the town, Paddy
Devlin would do the neg-
otiating. This caused pan-
demonium as Devlin was
barred from the factory by
the workers. The meeting
demanded ‘that King look

since then.

connector heaters. In its first
year, turnover was £% million
and the firm made a profit.
It has made a profit ever

In 1975 Glen established
Greenpoint to make small
components for Glen electric.
The first major purchase by
Glen was Dimpley. In De-

who had a £6.0 million turn-
over in 1979. As part of the
company, Glen Dimplex got
one of the best marketing
networks in Europe. After
this Naughton declared Glen/
Dimplex “the largest manu-
facturer of electrical heating
appliances in the United
Kingdom”. They were also
“the largest exporter with

products range from gas heat-
ers to security equipment.
Thus from £50,000 cash in
1974 and a turnover of £%
million in their first year,
Glen Electric has become a
multi million pound business
with a turnover of £35 mil-
lion per year. Along the way
Martin Naughton has become
a millionaire, bought over his

F

after all the negotiating. cember 1977 Martin Naugh-
ton went to Southampton
and purchased the company
lock, stock and barrel. His bid
of £2.5 million was eagerly
accepted by the firm. The
work force was cut back from
2,000 to 200. y

This was followed by a
take over of “CHU”, makers
of elements switches and

sales in 22 countries”.

old firm A.E.T. and bought
his old boss’s £250,000.

Does all of this sound like
-a firm which cannot afford to
give a pay rise? Not a bit of
it! Glen Dimplex can well

The result was a meeting

on Friday 16th October. At Glen Electric have always
the meeting Martin King area  used the threat of unemploy-
secretary ITGWU, put it to ment to intimidate their
the workforce that the firm  Workers. They have used this
was not interested in the to keep the wages as low as
claim and were not offering  Possible while Naughton and
anything. The motion for a Co. used the profits to build
strike \was put to the meet- an empire. (See box on
ing, 175 voted yes and 133  Glen).

no. (In a secret ballot). The IRSP fully supports
Notice was served on Glen the workers in Glen Electric
Electric that an official strike ~ and Green Point in their
would start on Friday 23rd demands for better pay and

In August 1980, the firm
paid back all of its N.I. D.A.
loans and bought all of their
equity and preference shares. afford to pay a decent living
The firm announced a growth wage, instead of the wage
rate of 40% for the two prev- slavery they presently
ious years. Bellings were next practise!
thermostats. At the same :;Lxﬁ:e:(i_j; ]:‘l;,lr:hthIﬁ: r?glhnt:
time Glen bought “SUGNA” to a new range of heaters
of Bangor. Both of these which - Bellings _had just

were quickly absorbed and launched. But th 1d
Naughton used the SUGNA b'uyC the name_ey 'l(ig: :Z:

October. eondifibna factor)f to. establish (;'len worth £4 million in turn-
- o o o ———— o ——— - Mouldings. By that time, over, when the group had a
sy June 1978 the .company’s turnover of £3 million.
| Join the A e e
RSP, ! :
-IRSP 34 Upper Gardiner St|
: - The IRSP is organised on a 32 | Dublin 1. | It was over a year before FORSAtEAT Sy
i . g OR
|Coun|y basis with the aim of 392 Falls Road, 1 another takeover. In July
establishing a 32 County Demo- |0, o i 1 1979 Glen Dimplex, as Glen
cratic Socialist Republic with the | oo Electric had become, paid
Jworking class iin control of the | o ,
5 5 Connolly House, £1.0 million cash for the
means of production, distribution ]
lwd-xehnol - Chamberlain St i manufacturing  division of
& Derry. AET. in Dunleer. Here
[} Naughton exploited th export
| (Block Lgtters Please) | relief grants by sending all of
l / [l Basic = Engineering products
Alrwn (Mame): . .. Lol as o o s T e ‘ for export. But 25% was
then reinforced for sale in the
| Seoladh (Address): .............. eteltaLs T ey VA ] 26 counties. Also in 1979
l ] the group was reorganised
) s s FhE L N 3 e and Martin- Naughton was S
Teli iy AL i e g 1 credited with a 58% stake, Badges i
| P e X O SRR B 1 e M f " while the other directors had ges in Honour of our

Ten Dead Comrades who
died on Hunger Strike.

~ Contact Dublin 721175.

less than 11% each,



