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Reqmhra
I first met Seamus Trromey ln 1969. We were thrown
togethex like many others, ln the poltttcal turmoll of
that year. Although he was thtrty years older than me
(and that seemed a btgger gap then than lt does now)
he and I became frlends. From those days of Belfast
pogrom and natlonal upheaval unttl hls death tn 1989,
tn all of the twlsts and turns of ou struggle, our llves
were to be lntertwined.

I have many memories of Seamus. Memories of orciting times.
Times of tension and drama. Sad times. Times of heartbreak and
sorrow; Happy times. Times of fun and comradeship and good

humour.
This tribute to Seamus it not meant to be a biography. It is much

too short for that. Such a study, of a man - one of a tiny handful

- who led the Irish Republican Army, must of necessity wait until
the struggle is over. This is not Seamus'life story. It is a celebration
of his life by friends and comrades. It is personal rather than
polemic.

He would be pleased that we would think of commemorating him
in this way. That was one of his best qualities. His forcefulness in
adversity and his occasional short temper camouflaged his modesty
for those who did not know him well. But he always had a sense of
his own ordinariness. That should not be lost in the myths created
by writers of history and weavers of popular legend. To allow this to
happen would be to rob Seamus of his humanity.

It was this humanity, his sense of ordinariness which made him
so octraordinary. It is also a reminder that struggles like ours are
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Seamus Twomey dted on September
12th 1989. One of the foremost IRA sol-
dlers of the last two decades, Searnus, a
Volunteer to the very end, was both
feared and respected by the Brltlsh. A
modest man, Seamus's many explolts
and colourful occurancea wtll never be
fully appreclated unttl lreland's freedom
ls won.
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fought by ordinary people who are motivated to do extra-ordinary

things in a noble cause.

So it was that this ordinary working-class Irish man, a father,

later a grandfather, and a husband who loved his family, a lifelong

GAA enthusiast with a grd for the Irish language and music, a man

who loved a pint, a bet and a bit of craic; so it was that he came to

be the leader of an extraordinary army in an extra-ordinary period

of our country's history.
At times he was lonely, pitiably so, for his family and his native

city. At times the odds against our stru!$le must have seemed awe-

some to him. But always he remained resolute, even when his

health deserted him.
I visited him many times when he was ill, at different hospitals

and houses. He never complained. He faced death \Mith a quiet

faith. He knew it was heart-breaking for Rosie, for his sons and

daughters and for us to see him becoming weaker. So it was that

he cheered us up. So it was in the end that his death, though

enpected, surprised us.

It left us with an unfinished business to complete and with our

own recollections of a unique Irish patriot, a republican leader, a

comrade and a friend. I am glad and proud to have known him.

Go ndeanfaidh Dia trocaire ar a hanam dilis.

- Gerry Adams MP.
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"W,does w.!
mea.n EI-lBp_ly the
-treeaon gf green
Jields: it means that
wv erson in the
Wy is catered
for so that eaerg
.fam:*-'tly |44the MA
would & able to liae
free from pouer.lg
and t ,iplogment:'

So satd one of the foremost IRA soldiers of the last two
decades ln an tnterview shortly before his recaptue ln
L977. These words characterlsed a man whom the
Brltlsh feared as well as respected. A man who was
modest of hls many explolts and the coloruful occur-
rences that graced hts ltfe. His contrlbutlon to the
struggle will not be fully appreclated until lreland's
freedom ls won.

A forceful man in his convictions, Seamus Tlvomey nonetheless
wished only to be able to return to his many pastimes in a future
peaceful united Ireland and to this goal he gave his all. After a full
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alist mobs began to storm nationalist areas in lg6g, at a time when
the IRA had dumped arms. Republicans like Twomey had been
edged out of the Movement by the present leaders of the workers'
Party. The nationalist areas had been betrayed - left to face loyatist
bullets and the violence of the 'B'-Specials without any protection.

During the '60s seamus had set about organising auxiliaries
foreseeing what the leaders were doing, and understanding the
defence needs of nationalist areas. After lgog Seamus and a small
band of colleagues set about recreating the IRA. They were not
short of potential volunteers. Belfast men and women virtually
queued up to join. But they lacked nearly every other item of equip-
ment vital to a guerrilla struggle. In the teeth of opposition from
nearly every quarter they fought back, saving hundreds of 1ives.

when the IRA took the offensive against the British troops, the
Belfast Brigade, under seamus, was always in the vanguard. In
August l97l he became O /C of Belfast Brigade.

It was the June 1972 Truce which brought the name of seamus
TWomey to prominence outside of Belfast. The lead-up to the Lgzz
Truce began with a press conference in Free Derry at which
Seamus, along with Dave o'Connell and Sean Mac Stiotain, offered
safe passage to the British Secretary of State for the North, william

O Seamus (second in line on the
leltl in the colour party flanking
the coffin of veteran republican

3 Martin McGuinness, Daithi O Conaill, Sean MacStiofan and Seamus at a press

conference to announce details of the 1972Truce

Whitelaw, into the IRA-controlled sector of Derry to discuss the

terms of a truce. Whitelaw refused.

But, following on from this, there were several negotiations

between senior civil servants and republican representatives.
Following these detailed discussions conditions for a bi-lateral truce

between the British and republican forces were agreed by the

British government and the Republican tradership. As part of these

Whitelaw granted political status to the POWs, thus atlowing the

IRA to call a cease-fire on June 26th. The British agreed to keep out

of nationalist areas while the cease-fire continued and barricades

were set up in most nationalist areas and armed IRA Volunteers

patrolled the streets.

On July 7th, a republican delegation made up of Seamus
Ttromey, Martin McGuinness, Gerryr Adams, Ivor Bell, Sean Mac

Stiofdin, Dave Connell and Myles Shevlin, were flown to a secret

meeting at 96 Cheyne Walk, Chelsea, the home of one of Whitelaw's

ministers. The delegation put their demands:

The right of the Irish people as a whole to self-determination; a

British withdrawal; and an arnnesty for poliUcal prisonerd.

54

Jimmy Steele, in August 1970
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tO Seamus at the head of nationalists in
Lenadoon on gth 1972

Whitelaw made no promises other than that the British govern-
ment would consider all the demands and meet again with them. In
the meantime, it was agreed that the IRA and British army would
have freedom of the streets, the IRA could bear arms as long as

open displays were limited to republican areas, and searches of
individuals, vehicles and homes would cease.

Seamus returned home with the delegaUon, aware of what the
feelings of the volunteers in his command would be, having failed to
gain any concessions. Ttvo days later it was all to end abruptly in
the Lenadoon estate in Belfast with these words: "Okag, that's tt -
Aou'ue uiolatd. tlw tnrce."

The Northern Ireland Housing Executive, the government body
controlling housing in Northern Ireland, allocated houses in
knadoon Avenue to the Catholic families who had been forced out
of their homes in other areas of Belfast by the Orange ultras of the
UDA the BriUsh army made no objection to this. It was only when
the UDA objected to the rehousing that the British army discovered
that this might lead to a breach of the peace. After three meetings
to try and iron out this difficulty, the people in the neighbourhood
themselves took the initiative to rehouse refugees and some 2,000

6

Catholics marched behind a lorry carrying the furniture of the fami-
lies on Sunday, July 9th.

The British army used a large Armoured Personnel Carrier to
ram this lorrlr, and then used CS gas, rubber bullets and water
cannons against the local people in clear breach of the cease-fire.

Seamus TWomey, who was to the fore of the marches and whose
words signalled the end of the truce, issued a statement as O/C of
the Belfast Brigade stating:

'-[he tnrce ts bnrken. The frute u.rfuch we Jought hard to maintain
was today breachd on arutmfur oJoccosions.

"Drring tfu past 48 laws, tDe harse been nqotiatirq wtth tle
offrce oj tlv furetary of State tn an endeawur to reach a peacefuL

solution to the lumeless probbm tlwl Frrs arisen in tlv orea cts a
resulf of WA tntimidation-

"Despite hours oJ tak, and the Jact that we withdrew on two
occasions, Brittsh reprexrfiatirses bowd. ttw knee to presare Jront
the sinister WA and.refiixdto permitflartilies wlw haue beentqol-
tg allocatd. houses tn Horn Dnrle, mtrg ta tlwir oum homes.

'lVhrn a lorry wtthfurniture Jor orw oJ tlv Jamilies tid. ta gain
(rccess to tlw south side oJ lznadoon Arsenue, it u.ras rammed bA a

7
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O British troops moving in on the
lorry carrying the furniture
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Saracen armoured car and almost ouerfirned, muchto the deliglX oJ

theWA.
'Ttte BrttishJorces tlwn opered up on the crowds oJctuiltans urith

rubber bulbts, CS gas and. a water cannon, i$urirW man7 people,

tncfuding solne sctroohfuldren lt ts again most urdortunate that our

Wopte here Mome targets Jor Britrsh arm7 oppresslon. In tle ctr'

cumstarrces, we l:r:u)e rw other option but to reswrr- offet:.s,fi;e oryra-

tions agairat the BnttshJorces oJ occupation"
He later said at a press conference on July lSth:
"Ottr GHO in Dublin utas fulty aware and.Jutly indormd" of euery-

thirg thot took place and were in comptete agreenent with Bet|ast

and untts alt owr Nortlwrnlrelard. going back into actbn."

Seamus was to be involved in further negotiations in 1974 at
Feakle, County Clare, with Protestant clergrmen. These talks were

cut short when republicans got advance notice of a Special Branch

raid.
Just over a year after the lirst truce, Seamus was jailed for three

years for IRA activities. He was Chief of Staff at this time and he

was held in Mountjoy Jail. It was to be a short incarceration.

I

On Halloween Eve one of the most audacious, cleverly-planned
jail escapes in Irish history occurred when Seamus, JB O'Hagan

and Kevin Mallon were lifted by helicopter from the exercise yard of
Mountjoy Jail's 'D' Wing at 3.40pm to the cheers of other prisoners

and the bitter embarrassment of the Cosgrave coalition government

in Dublin.
Seamus had only been in prison for three weeks. A republican

POW in Mountjoy, wrote:

"One shameJacd" *rew apologired to ttv gouerrar and. said |e
tttougttt tt ruas tlp Mintster of DeJerrce arriuing.I toldhim tt uros our

Minister oJ DeJerce leauing."
In Belfast, bonfires blazed in celebration of the event and in

Dublin over 300 detectives searched hundreds of homes in a vain
attempt to track down the escapers. A typically downbeat IRA state-
ment referred to the event at the end of a list of operations against
t}te crown forces:

'Ttvee republican prtxrcrs were resated bA a spial unit Jrom
Mountjoy prison onWedneilag. Ttw operatton was o. oompbte suc-

C Soldiers liring rubber bullets and CS Gas

into the crowd on Lenadoon Avenue

O Garda forensic off icers examining the helicopter used in the spectacular escape

I
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3 Repubtican News cartoon after the escape stopped and told that
Jnends had arriued Jrom Lurgan to uisit me. Tle lwlicopter uros
'expected at 2,30pm, so I tohd the screw tlwt my w{e Bernadette

uas to uisit tlut qfternmn and.I must reJtse tlw otlwrs. TheA must

haue Jett sore Jor sure, coming all that dtstance to be tnrned awaA,

Tlrc radio neurs bullettn later told, ttlem tlw real story. I heard ttwy
all jotred tn ttw big cheer tlwt went up all owr the country wtwn the

neurs oJ our escape cane across.
'"The Sports Committee had been asked to organise a Jootbatl

match- We were pactng arowtd as usuol and occasionallg taking the
gome in Ttle 2.30pm deadline came and passed and son:e arurous

looks appeared on tlw Jaces oJ tlwse tn the lmow. We learned later
tlwt the heltcopter pilot had arnued with afuluuel tank and. that he

lwd. ta urc up a bt ofircl ta enswe a succesElut li"fi'off wtth atl oJ us

on board, About 3.4apm tlw lwltcopter appeared to uiew. I could. see

the look oJ amazement on some oJ our comrades - others were
clearlg expecting tt. It's a pitg, I remember thinktng, that they
couldn't all come.

10

"Kevin Matlon ruslwd"Jorusard and prcdrced two white handker-
cfueJs Jrom his pcr,kets. He waued ttv pttot tnto land.. I{euin got on

.;ftrst, I uras recond and seamus last. I remember noticing o. sr:rew

Wtirw a concrete blrck and leading towards us. He did. not get Jan
Ttw exory team in tle aard blocked fum off instead". I hew onto tlw
instde door handb. It r.r.ras not properly closed and I was aJratd.
seamus miglt Jall out. we were rising now. we could. not hear the
cheers below Jor tlr nolse oJ tle heticopter but you could see ttw
menjumptng up and. down and, strrktng tlw atr withtlwir"fists. Ttwy
were clearlg owrjoyd.. Ttwre was one wlunteer in tlw 'copter with
the ptbt. The small cohin area utas jull utith tlw fiue oJ us. Tte cte
Looked wonderJut bebw - the cars so small and. tlw peopte were
just tiny dots.

"We landed at the old Baldogle racecourse, We thanked. ttw pibt
for the li{t and headed olf to the roadwaA and. our car, then
apprcaching, It was onlg later; we ttvee sitttng back wtth a cup of
tea in our lwnds, that u:e Jully appreciated tte achieuement, It was
a real sputacular Houseuet all the credit ts due to tlwse on tfu out-
side wlw ptanrcd and, cafied out tlw escape. Thea were the real
heroes."

For over four years Seamus evaded capture by either the crown

OBridie McGirl, Seamus, Joe Cahill and JB O'Hagan at John Joe MeGirl's funerat in
1988

,,CHARLIE 5 TO ALPHA ' HAVE JUST
SPOTTED TWOMEY."

cess and the men are now
sqfe, despite a massirc hunt
bg hee State Jorces," The
matter of fact statement bore

the hallmark of the freed IRA

leader.

His comrade and fellow
escapee, JB O'Hagan, takes
up the story:

"l remember tt:o;t Hallow'
Etse uery well.I rlas on mA

way to tlw exercise yard at
about two o'clock, I made
sure to appear just as I
alwags did, so as not to
alert the screus. I uas
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forees or those of the Cosgrave government but on December 3rd,
1977, he was taken by gardai in Mount Street, Dublin, after a car
chase. He was later imprisoned once again for IRA membership, for
his daring escape and for incriminating documents in his posses-

sion.

A journalist in the magazine Hrbernia noted that "a man who
exopd. fum Moutttjoy Jail in spectaatlar Jashion and. wlwse Jace
uras knou.rn, moud. Jreely in the North ard tlw South eudw with
ease t|e mesh oJ an ertensilre secun@ net on both sides oJ tle fur-
der".

During his period of freedom he once again became the IRA
Chief-of-Stafl a position he held for a year before his arrest in
1973. It was during this period that he oversaw the most effective

and long-lasting re-organisation in the IRA's history but he refused

to take personal credit for this, citing the fact that the Movement

had evolved a co-ordinated leadership which could easily replace an

individual who was imprisoned or killed:
"Ttlere is no eltttst group of persons urithin ttw Mouement but

there is a colbctiue leadership and. this means that tlwre ts contrnu-

ity no matter u.rho ts
arrested or who is not.
There is alurays a rucle-
us tlwe."

Much of the details
and the reasons for this
re-organisation and re-
evaluation remained a
closely guarded secret
until the flat Seamus
was staying at in Royal O Seamus reading in 1989

Terrace, Dun I"aogh-aire, was raided following his recapture.

"We are hrdend with an irwffrcient i4frastntchre of commands,
brtgades, battalions and, compantes. This old system with which the
Brtts attd. Bronch are Jartiliar hns ta fu clwnged. We recommmd. re-

organisation and remottuation, the buitding oJ a new Irish
Repuhlican Army."

This re-organisaUon led to the adoption of the cell structure To
protect itself from the inflltration by British army agents and to
improve efliciency, the organisation abandoned brigades in favour
of smaller units. It also determined on the present 'long war' strate-
g[, dropping the over-optimistic one that had characterised its
statements in the early '70s. The IRA made it known at Bodenstown
in 1977 that victory was not Just around the corner' but that it
would be gained t}rough an unremitilng struggle which would wear
down British imperialism. The political task of republicans was to
build a mass movement to force it to withdraw.

'The success of the re-organisation, which Seamus had laid the
groundwork for, can be gauged from the capture of a top secret
British military intelligence document, Document 37, which said:

'The Pnouisional IRA (PIRA) has the ddication and the sfiews oJ

war to raisr- violence intermiftentty to at least the lewl oJ early 1978,
certainlg Jor the Joreseeohte Juture,

"Euen d 'peace' ts restored, the motiuation Jor potitical tnspird.
13

O Seamus speaking at a Noraid function
in New York
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uiolmce willremain Arms u:illfu readilg auailable and tlwre witlbe
mc;nA who are abb and willing to use tttem, AnA peace will be
superftcial and. bnttle. A rvw campaign may wetl erupt in ttw Aears
alwad....

'Ttte Pouisionals' campaign of violence ts likelg ta antirurc while
tle Brtfish remain in Northern lreland.,"

Seamus was a practical, no-nonsense leader, devoid of any pre-
tensions or self-importance. An inteMew before his capture in April
1977, with the journalist Peter Jennings in the newspaper
Htbernia" shours much of his character. In it he explained that he
seldom gave such interviews: "ln my work in the Republican
Mouement and. as a sldiet I don't tlttlk l'm tfu pr-rson cut out to
giln them."

Seamus, also in that interview, outlined the IRA stance on
truces:

'Tlere will fu rw tntce again. Wlwn we are gmuirwly trytrE to
get iI gory, genuirely WW to speak oJ peace, polittctons of euery
tlk wtd euery creed take it ct"s a s[gn oJ urea}rwss on ow part and
eueryone lambastes us Jrom the twtgh[ that we are tatktng .from
ueakrpss.

"l wonld r:.ot be prepard. to hwe representatiues do tle sarne
slclrt oJ etcercis as Mac stio/ctn did. uilwn we, went ouer and talkd.
to tlw British gpuerrunent in London I dtd. rwt think tlwt was really a
worttw:hile exercise fucaux I Jound that Mr Witelaw told lies in
tlw Brtfish Houx oJ Parliammt qftenaards. He dentd. ttwt nqotia-
ttons had fum takm up, that rqrexrtatbes o3[ hls and. repre€enta-
tirrs oJours hod, agreed and thnt an lndependent persr:in was there
to wilrwss ttp Mlaration oJtfus porttaiar document."
Peter Jenntngs: What was the real reason for your December
LW6 Truce?
Seamns: 'Tfle reasonJor that ffitce was becut we thoWttt, gotg
inta tlwt nqotiatbn fuie u)ere nqotiatng euery week in most cases
nrith British repre*ntattrcs), we were goiru to gun xmethirg and
tlwt it was goirq to be an honest and geruine attewtptJor peace. We
14

OSeamus speaking at the Belfast Easter Commemoration during the 1975 fruce
dixowred that potittcians.from att parties are dishonest - their
statements can fu traced back tn tlw press. They asked fie Brittsh
gotprnment not to speak to us, and sectaian assossinafions effa-
lated. we discouered that in tlw torE run tlrc British gotsernment
weren't stncere in tlwtr talks and potiticians don't seem to want
wace.

Seamus Tbomey's life virtually summarised the current phase of
the struggle and his clear-thinking determination helped to gel
together the IRA into a ftghting force. But he was no 'hard man'.
under the constraints forced upon him by the war, he cherished a
very close family life with his wife Rosie and children patricia,
Rosemary, Veronica, Diarmaid, Seamus and Gerard.

The man who slipped easily through Briush and Dublin govern-
ment 'security' to lead the IRA was also able, in secret, to maintain
octremely close contact with his family, despite the activities of both
the crown forces and the gardai.

His children do not remember a time when seamus TWomey
wasn't on the run but he was far from being an absent father to
them. They saw him regularly, no matter what the constraints.

once, in the early'70s, while on the run, he uncharacteristical$
15



means that euery wrson in tlw muntry is cateredfor so that euery

family in tte country would be able to \ilrc Jree from pouertg ard,
unemployment.

"Peace has to come withjustice... Ftom all wars peace has
sprung. Peace has neuer been built out oJ anythirq ebe except uio-
lence.' Any prson that is in tlrc Republtcan Monement, iJ he does
not Jeel he is quite capable oJ carrying out mtlitary operations, (f
these thtngs gtue htm cause Jor doubt at all, then he simply
shouldn't be in the Mouemmt."

By the time of his re-capture four years later seamus was 57
years old. But he received an eight-year sentence from the Special
Court without any qualms. Nothing the authorities could do to
Seamus TWomey could shake or even surprise him. He had already
been imprisoned on both sides of the border. when he was released
in 1982 he stated that he would make himself once again available
to the Republican Movement "to be used as tt sees.,i[it".

He was still active until he was hospitalised and even there his
opinion on matters was sought.

O Seamus with some of his family shortly after his release in 1982

decided to stay at the family home overnight only to be woken by

his wife Rosie at the break of dawn to be told the Brits were at the

door. Rosie, looking down at him, noticed that he bore a resem-

blance to his brother who was an asthmatic and, with that, Seamus

had asthma. The family were roused and the story explained to

them just before the Brits came storming in. They were told about

the ill brother-in-law and avoided searching that room till last. As

they opened the door, Seamus got struck by an asthmatic fit which

doubled him over. The Brits apologised for disturbing him, but lifted

him from the bed, they apologised again and returned him to the

bed. So, ended Seamus's asthmatic career.

Seamus gave few inteMews during his life. He gave one to Der

Speigel trvo weeks after his escape and two in 1977, one to
Hbernia the other to Crane Bag.

In the Crane Bag inteMew he again shows his modesty when he

says: "l am only an ot)erage perwn wittt an aDerage outlook."

In that interview he outlines exactly what he fought for:'

"heedom does not mean stmply the Jreedom oJ greenJields; it

16

a Seamus with two of his grand'
children after they won a Prize for
lrish dancing
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Still threatened with jail if he re-entered the Six Counties,
Seamus spent his last years South of the border. But that threat
didn't stop him sharing Christmas with his family in Belfast two

years ago and his daughter Paticia remembers a particularly enjoy-

able party which ended at around 6am with Seamus singing at the

top of his voice despite the fact that the family's door was wide

open, almost inviting his arrest by any passing British army con-

voy. Intimidation could not silence Seamus.

"AJter the sfi'uggb, his Jamily meant fiwre ta him tlwn angtling,"
says his daughter Patricia. "l'm onlg gld tt1flt he died fuJore our

mother. IJ stw'd diedbeJore hirn, le'dhaue beenwahle to go on"
In another incident Seamus, showing tremendous poise and

nerve when stopped by a UDR and RUC patrol, persuaded them he

had been away in Scotland UU recently and even got them to push-

start the car when they were finished.

Seamus spent whatever leisure time he had visiting historical
sites or attending football matches, and he insisted, where possible,

on walking everywhere. In 1977 Seamus said:

"l would haue no great gra to be a politician.Itjust wouldn't suit

mg temperament.IJ tfus war was ouer bmoffow I would like to go

back to mA own wa7s: going to Jootbatl matclws, wotching sports,

whichlmueryJond oJ, and.haung aJew bets maybe on alrlrsa"
At the time of his death Seamus was a member of the IRA's rul-

ing body, the Army E:acutive. He had been elected to that body by
his comrades at the Army Convention of 1986. This was the con-

vention which changed the IRA's attitude to abstentionism. This

change was supported by Seamus. To the very end, and despite a
terrible illness, Seamus remained the forceful man he had always

been.

Throughout his long illness Seamus had shown the courage and

resilience which had always characterised him. On several occas-

sions he rallied and was out of hospital and back among his friends

and family in Dublin. But that illness ftnatly took its toll early in
September 1989 and Seamus was admitted for the last time to hos-
18

pital. The end came at midday on Tuesday, September l2th.
While his family and friends had known the seriousness of his

condition this did not diminish the loss felt by them when he

passed away. Republicans all over Ireland were saddened to learn of

his death and like that of John Joe McGirl in December the year

before it seemed to mark the end of a phase in the stru$$le and the

breaking of another link with the past.

Seamus TWomey's body lay in state in the mortuary chapel of the

Mater Hospital on Tuesday evening, September l2th, and a steady

stream of people visited to pay their last respects. On Wednesday

morning several hundred people attended as Seamus's wife Rosie

and children prepared to follow him on his finalJourney to Belfast.

Because of the British occupation of our country Seamus could

not openly visit his native city and among those to pay their
respects on Wednesday were many republicans who similarly can-

not return to the place where they were born and brou$ht up while

Britain remains. Among them was Seamus's long time comrade Joe

Cahill. Also present were Kevin Mallon and JB O'Hagan who accom-

panied Seamus on that famous helicopter flight in 1973.

A.s people queued to sign the book of condolence, prayers were
19
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C Gerry Adams, Martin McGuinness
and Danny Morrison carrying Seamus'

Tricolour4raped coffin in Eelfast



led in the chapel by An tAthair Piarais O Duill. Then the Tricolour-
draped coffin, bearing the black beret and gloves of an IRA
t/olunteer, was caried by Seamus's sons to the waiting hearse.

Flanked by a six-person republican guard of honour the hearse
led the funeral procession out from the Mater. It went past the gates

of MountJoy Prison which will always be associated with Seamus
and the morale boost the daring IRA escape gave to republicans
everywhere at Halloween 1973.

Followed by hundreds of mourners the cortege proceeded down
the North Circular Road and lnto Dorset Street. It halted at the
canal brldge before proceeding northwards out of the city.
Republicans had also gathered in Dundalk and Joined the cortege
as the hearse continued at walking pace through Clanbrassil Street
and church street. As evening fell seamus TWomey crossed the
border for the last time. His body was brought to the family home in
Andersonstown. 'with the laying to rest of volunteer seamus
Tlvomey ln his native Belfast last Friday came the. end of an era in
the Republican Movement. He was, in the words of Gerry Adams,
"one of the few; who became the many" ln '6g when republican
activists were very thin on the ground.

The Tricolour-draped coffln, with beret and gloves on top, head-

ed a funeral cortege of over 1,000 people from St Agnes's Chapel to

Milltown Cemetery. British soldiers and RUC had camped out

around the Tkomey family home siuce the arrival of the remains

from Dublin on Wednesday evenin$, and stopped and harassed

mourners going to the house to pay their respects.

As the coffin was calried down the road, RUC Land Rovers

hemmed the cortege in and more RUC and British soldiers were

massed at the gates of Milltown. A group of senior RUC oflicers

stood in a cluster pointlng out mourners as Fr Piarais O Dfiill
began a short graveside seMce.

Sinn F€in Councillor Alex Maskey announced the laying of

wreaths from all branches of the Republican Movement as well as

from his famity and the sportln$ and cultural organisations Seamus

was assoctated with.
He then called for a piper to play a larnent followed by a minute's

silence. For a change the incessant rattle of British army heli-

copters was absent from above a republican funeral.

Sinn Fein president Gerry Adams delivered the graveside oration.

Referring to the role played by Tlvomey he said:

'"Ioo Often we are too Close tO a situation or a person to realise
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how historic it le or the part they played ln it." He mentioned the

Feakle Talks, the daring escape from MountJoy, the truce and the

talks wtth Willie Whitelaw, Tlvomey's tenure as O/C of the Belfast

Brlgade and then as Chief of Staff of Oglaigh na hEireann.
He spoke too of the personal side of Seamus TWomey, how he

liked a bet, greyhounds and hurling. He mentioned Ttvomey's quick
temper which had earned him the name of Ttrumpet', a trait that
was useful, he noted, when Wllie Whitelaw outlined what he saw as

Britain's role in the Six Counties. Seamus thumped the table and
outlined what he saw as the end of Britain's role in the Six
Counties.

He noted how Searnus had been wtth hts family ln Belfast at
Christmas and how he had, despite belng so active and on the run
for many yea.rs, managed to be wlth hls famlly when they needed

him. He reminded the RUe that they had never once managed to

capture Seamus Tlvomey in all his years of active struggle.

He spoke too of Searnu$'s modesff and how when released from
prison he offered his Eervlees once agaln to the Republican
Movement, not with any aspiraUons for leadership but to do what
was required of him. "Desplte his illness, he went anlnvhere he was

asked, using his good offlees whenever rtquired".
In conclusion he berated Gerry Colllns and the Dublin adminis-

tration for their meeting with Brifish direet ruler, Peter Brooke,
"\ile know what their administrailons are Uke and there is not

one of them lit to tie the shoe laces of Seamus lWomey."
And there isn't.

I measrc laor,hra ns ltHlrecnR go ro;lbh c cncrn dilts.
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