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According to reports appearing in the Press a
roup of people meeting in Omagh on January
4th, 1956, decided ‘“toput forward a candidate

opposition to the Sinn Fein nominee in the
lid-Ulster by-election.

From this meeting a statement was issued
itting forth explanations why this particular

se of opposition to Sinn Fein had been de-
ided upon. As it has appeared in the Press,
s statement, in so far as it purports to pre-
nt Sinn Fein policy, either in the .previous
o elections in the Mid-Ulster constituency or
ewhere may be categorically refuted as a tis-
e of deliberate misrepresentation.

To state that the support received in Mid-
r has been ‘‘represented as support of the
n Fein policy of defiance of the Irish Gov-
nt, even to the extent of physical force
t that Government” is a deliberate false-
Since no such policy: exists there can be
‘there is no question of seeking for standard
irers of Sinn Fein as endorsement of a non-
istent p mme.
e policy which Sinn Fein is pursuing in re-
n to what is termed “‘the Irish Government’’
clearly defined in its National Unity and In-
dence Pr e. Official statements is-
on behalf of the Republican Movement
m time to time, stress the point that a main
n of the Meovement is to get the British
of occupation out of Ireland and that the
physical force in the Twenty-Six Counties

t contemplated.

t is reported that this group has decided ‘‘to
forward a candidate . . .on the simple issue
recognition, by, the people of the authority
ish Government .to rule in this coun-
nce the ‘‘Irish Government’’ exercises
jon whatever over the area of Mid-
or, for that matter, over any part’ of
Counties, the question of according it
s completely irrelevant and cannot
issue and in so far as it can be pre-
Tein will not allow it to be made
y election within the B‘ritxsh‘ oc-
this group or their political party
e Twenty-Six Counties, msh, to
tion of ‘‘the Irish Government’’ an
Counties they have onlty.to
ntion to the Unionist pro-British
the area. Within such elements
a sufficiency of opponents without
of seeking and provoking antagon-
e no purpose other than that
‘ etarding unified
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Press reports a spokesm
stating “‘the issue in this election is in my view
the most vital that has ever faced the electors
of Mid-Ulster””. Sinn Fein is in agreement with
that statement. Sinn Fein, however, strenuous-
ly opposes the contention that the issue in the
pending election is that which this group seeks
to make it. The idea behind the political man-
oeuvre of putting forward a candidate in OpPOs-
ition to the Sinn Fein nominee is to drag a red
herring across the track, to misrepresent Sinn
Fein and to confuse the voters of Mid-Ulster, on
the real issue that is at stake. Otherwise, why
the endeavour in the first instance to drag
Twenty-Six County politics into an arena already
chock full with the confusion and disunity en-
gendered by Six County politicians; and in the
second instance to inflict upon the people of
Mid-Ulster questions and matters of a political
nature with which, while Ireland remains par-
titioned, they have little or no concern.

an of this group as

The issue is indeed, a simple one for the peop-
le of Mid-Ulster and for the people of the rest
of Ireland. It is the plain simple and straight
forward issue which Irish Republicans have al.
ways recognised and accepted and which they
have consistently endeavoured to keep before
the minds of the Irish people. It is the irrefut-
able right of the Irish people to full freedom
and to full oontrol of the internal affairs of the
ITrish nation. The existence of that right the
rulers of Britain continue to.deny and its exer-
cise by the Trish people they continue to prevent,
The maintenance of British rule in Ireland is
only feasible whilst it is sustained by armed
forces, and whilst the united effort necessary to
banish it from the shores of Ireland, is prevented
by political leaders manoeuvring for party kudos
and for party interests.

That is the real issue as presented by Sinn
Fein to the electors of Mid-Ulster and to the
electors of the other constituencies within the
Six Counties last May. It is that issue Sinn
Fein will once again put before the electors of
Mid-Ulster; and in putting it before them Sinu
Fein will urge those of the electorate. who de.
sire a free Ireland, to be on their guard against
political manoeuvres designed to mislead and to
confuse them. Sinn Fein will spare no effort -to
uxpose the onvious intentinns of party politicians
to use the electors of Mid-Ulster as pawns in a
game of politics that if it succeeds can bring joy
nnd happiness to none except to the ruless of
Britain and to the anti-Irish element in Ireland
who own allegiance to Britain alone. With the
real issue thus presented to them it will be the

rivilege of the electors of Mid-Ulster to show
y their votes that they stand firmly behind Tom
Mitchell and his comrades in the struggle to
assert, to obtain and to maintain the right of
the Irish nation %o freedom, and the right of
its people, a right never yet surrendered by them,

power British rule in Ireland and

| to oppose by every honourable means in their |

Through this move to have the Mid-Ulster
election fought on the issue stated by this group
the delegates attending a convention to select a
candidate, and later on the electors of Mid-Uls-
ter, are being maneouvred into a position of tak-
ing part in the preparation of the ground for the
use of repressive measures in the Twenty-Six
Counties, against members of the Republican
Movement who hold themselves ready to assist
any effort made to end British occupation of
Ireland’s national territory.

Members of successive ‘‘Irish Governments’”
have made it clear to successive deputations of
“‘Nationalist representatives’” that they have no
intention of making any serious effort ; that
they will not use the resources at their disposal,
to end “partition”’. This fact has been publicly
acknowledged by some leaders among ‘* National-
ist representatives’’. Despite the realisation of
this fact this group, is deliberately “‘splitting the
vote” and attempting to halt the progress, al-
ready made by Sinn Fein towards eliminating'
political bitterness and sectarian strife and to
the achievement of unity among members of the
Irish race at home and abroad; a unity that
once achieved would make continuance of Brit-
ish occupation of Ireland impossible.

Factually, the people of Mid-Ulster have not
been misrepresented either ky Tom Mitchell
since his election in May of last year or by the
Republican Movement of which he is a standard
bearer. Tn actual fact his election ended a per-
iod of years in which the people of this and other
constituencies were misrepresented.

“Relying on the traditional solidarity in face
of a Unionist opponent” so called ‘‘Nationalisk
representatives’” succeeded in getting themselves
elected. In some cases the question of abstention
from Westminster was by-passed by shelving the
issue until after the elegtion. In other instances
“‘Nationalist representatives’” elected on an ab.
stentionist policy attended at Westminster in
complete and utter disregard for the wishes of
the electorate by whose votes they were elected
on a policy of abstention. Attending Westmins-
ter, in the guise of “‘Anti-Partitionists’,
on oath, solemnly attested their allegiance t
Crowned Head of the British
maintain the British imposed dismemberment of
Treland. Tlectors of Mid-Ulster are now asked
to revert back to this invidious position.

Sinn Fein appeals to thepeople of Mid-Ulster
o support and endorse the policy of Sinn Fein
and finallv end the farcinal snd nolitieal pretence
of persons who whilst they masauerade as Trish
nationalists own allegiance to the power that
holds Treland in subjection.

Issued by Ard Comhairle

they,
o the
armed forces that

AROUND BELFAST
~ So Mr. Hopkins is to present a portrait of )an-
lel O’Connell to adorn the British House of Cora-
mons at Westminster. We are sure Dan will feel
at home again in thag august assembly anq
too would My, Hopkins, who is '
of the Dan O’Connell calibre.
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Hcathmch a Do,

It was to be expected that the progress made
by the Republican Movement in tlge ;ust couple
ot years, would not go unchallenged by the pol-
lthi'Ll pa}'ty leaders, North and South: who rec-
ognise, in the present wave of resurgence and
in the renewed faith and hope of the nation in
the policy and programme of the Republican
Movement, a very real threat to their political
power and influence.

The Mid-Ulster bye-election has been chosen
as the opportunity to endeavour to wean from
the Republican Movement, the support which
has been increasingly accorded it by the Irish
people. That this particular occasion has been
chosen is, in itself, proof of the concern of the
politicians and of their determination to kill the
Republican Movement before it endangers their
prestige and power any further.

L)

Twice already, the election of the Sinn Fein
candidate, Tom Mitchell, in Mid-Ulster, has
shown to the world the desire and determination
of the Irish people to rid themselves forever of
England’s yoke. Each of these occasions has
been a reproach to the political party leaders
who, for over thirty years, have done nothing
and who maintain that nothing can be done to
put an end to British armed aggression in Ire-
land.

Accordingly, in an effort to offset a further re-
proach, a campaign of misrepresentation of the
aims and objects of the Republican Movement
has been initiated by the political party leaders
of the two statelets, ably backed by the pro-
imperialist and party-tied press. Party differ-

Republican Progress

n bond

n forgotten and a comimo
Repub-

ences have bee )
his attack against, the

has been found in t
lican Movement.

It is regrettable that in thi
publican Movement finds itse
position from well-intentioned and
misled people, whose true interests are
more faithfully served by members of the Move-
ment than by those who place material interests
and ])nlilicul.]m\\'m' before the freedom and well-
being of the nation

s attack, the Re-
If faced with op-
grieviously
in fact

Republicans must not be dismayed by %hl-
campaign of misrepresentation and provocation
which is being directed against them. The very
virulence of the attack is but a tribute to our
strength. If we were weak we could be i'gl_loret_l;
it is because we are strong and are gaining 1n
strength, that such strenuous efforts are being
made to crush us.

Our strength lies in the justice of the cause
we serve and in the manner in which we render
Tet us remain true to that cause and

without bitterness or recriminations,
to serve it honourably, courageously and unsel-
fishly. Let us draw our inspiration and strength
for {he future in the closing words of the Proc-
lamation of 1916: In this supreme hour the
Trish nation must, by its valour and discipline
and by the readiness of its children to sacrifice
themselves for the common good, prove itself
worthy of the august destiny to which it is
called”’. .

service.
continue,

Issued by Republican Publicity Bureaw
X 28th January, 1956
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Spiritual and Material Values

I posed the query to Sean O’Boyle, why the
fow remained faithful to Ireland’s cause despite
defeat, disasters and the discouragement  of
many ex-comrades who had grown tired and
oynical. Sean regarded it as a matter of values,
particularly spiritual values. When he had ans-
wered my query
go a long way towards stabilising one’s patriotic
forvour in times of hardship, failure and disa-
pointment. Such values become almost immov-
able if, at an early age, one is. drawn to a close
study of Irish History and particularly if the

study is reinforced with interesting lectures and |

debates on Irish History. il

Tn Sean’s opinion a careful study of the Irish
language must come second in importance 7
study of Trish history, except when the study of
Trish history can be conducted in Irish. The
language, he explained, has not yet been full:
accepted by the Irish people as somethini
longing to themselves alone, something !
must cherish dearly, and something from w
inspiration can be drawn unsullied by ‘the
or by those of Anglo-Trish outlook.

The careful study of Irish history, h
pel the trait of slavery shown by decr;
sneering at our language. Alanguage th

he added that spiritual values|.

in fact, it is only, then that the Irish youth will
realise that he is not a reflection of the English
man or the English speaking American. This
. to complete the Gael-
1id of English influence
The more Irish one
to get rid of any-

Ingland, with her
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The fn{[uwiug was issued by the R
Publicity Bureaw on 10th Janua,-y' 19;3"

Reports have appeared in some Dy
papers stating that on (.'.hl‘istmus Eve o
message had been received at policg |,
ers to the effect that an attempt wag to(ls‘
by some unspecified persons, to seizq HJ\- N
casting station of Radio Eireann, e |

Rumours and reports are also ey,
messages haye been received at Varioyg :
; in the Twenty-Six Counti 1

ba
attacks.

garrisons of impending

In order’that there may be no doyp,
the position of theRepublican Movemeng i)'
jon to these reports, we wish to sm‘e‘“
branch of the Movement is in any way iy
in the military or other installation ,
Twenty-Six Counties. t

Tt has been repeatedly stated, and j
stressed, that the policy of the Republicy,
ment is : to unite the Trish people, t,
the evacuation of the British occupatiy,
from Irish territory and-to establish g
Jand Parliament. A

o Waniyg

In its programme to achieve these e
Republican Movement ‘has decisively njy
any type of aggressive military action i
Tywenty-Six Counties.

Manning the Be
Baoghail for Jrea

The Brave who've gone to linger on s

the tyrant’s heel.

m IIUOI—.
Eamonn Boyce, Dublin (12 yes)
Philip Clark, T.D., Dublin (10 20
Tom Mitchell, T.D., Dablin (10 7
Pat Kearney, Dublin (10 years)
John McCabe, Dublin (10 years)
Liam ‘Mulcahy, Cork (10 years)
Sean O'Callaghsn, Cork (10 yea
Sean O’Hegarty, Cork (10 years)
Joe Campbell, Newry (5 years)

~ Leo McCormick, Dublin (4 years)
~ Kevin O'Reurke, Banbridge (5 Y

‘Hugh Brady, Lurgan (3 years)

.

Sean Stephenson, England (8 Yo |
Manus Canning, Derry (8 years) |
oseph Doyle, (Life Sentence) 1
1s Murphy, (Life Sentence)
Murphy, (Life Sentence)
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BEAL FEIRSDE

3 Feal)hm, 1956
: Show Me Ygur
Company

Tn & recent editorial the **Ipish

The campaign on bel ’ l i
S L walf of Tom Mitchell,
41'[t(lt‘gIc’:’?'(/;,'"(h(l““‘ for Mid-Ulster opened with
Tomd: ”zc ing outside the Courthouse, Omagh.
Lomgs Dubhghaill, Vice-President of Sinn
m, in the course of his address stated p—

When Si Pai ;

svnts“:tl Tl;l:llclfn‘xudecf'ded to contest all twelve
g feneral Blection in May last, we
dq‘]“:q]lt{ lcl?_au- Ll{xl_l we would do so on the ’iuu-
g al Sinn Fein policy, that is ‘‘to deny the
ight and to oppose the will of the British Gov
ernment to interfere in Irish affaips’ ’[‘iml ml:
16y was repeated and emphasised ov;-r unll olvl'l'
again in all twelve constituencies in the Gunur:ﬂ
]‘:Ic(rtlol} and again in this constibuency of Mid-
Ulster in the subsequent by-election. "We went
so far as to say that the Unionist candidate was
ur')t our real opponent, that we had no quarrel
with any Irishman no matter what his class or
creed; that our sole purpose was to show that
the Irish people did not want British interfer-
ence and were determined to get rid of it.

: News”
:Bgyled daily national newspaper of th(: No(l"tllxs
od that Treland had escaped the horrors in-
icted on some unfortunate lands still unfree in
wrope - - - We have been
rannies so far.

safe from these

eem.ingly the leader writer of the ‘‘Irish
»s” must never have read even a child’s
story of Ireland otherwise he would not in-
lge in such drivel. He has never heard of
“- dark and evil days when persecution and
ssacre burst upon the land and strove by
ck and sword to kill the faith which Patrick
ought to our ancestors. Violence failed, and
ext the insidious bait of temporal interest—
place and position, money and power, were tried
nd with equal failure. Our forefathers held
th a firm grip the gift of God and no earthly
r could take it from them. How stupid of
to write about persecution and massacre
. such crimes were committed by one of the
‘News’ ” best patrons—the British Gov-

That was why, we said, we had put forward
candidates like Tom Mitchell and Phil Clarke,
because we looked upon them as symbols of Ir-
ish resistance to British aggression and that they
were worthy standard bearers round whom we
could rally the nation. We urged that our pur-
pose was to unite all our people—Catholic, Pro-
testant and Dissenter—as fellow Irishmen, ow.
ing allegiance to the same Irish nation and en-
titled to equal rights and equal opportunities
within that nation. That was our policy in the
General Blection, that was our policy in the
first by-election, and it is again our policy in
the coming by-election. It is not a new policy,
rather is it the same policy put forward by the
men who framed the Proclamation of the Re-
public in 1916 and who endorsed it in the Dec-
laration of Independence of 1919.Tt is funda-
mental to Sinn Fein and we would cease to be
Sinn Fein if we failed to put it forward as the
main basis of our whole programme.

issue of the ‘‘Trish News’’ that carried the
tatement of the standing committee of
erarchy also carried a ten inch double col-
\dvertisement for recruits for the British
_ The Pope, a few months ago, stated
for Italian youths to serve in a for-
another country and it was sinful
% i army other than that

“Trish News’’ ignored the

We succeeded in gettingtwo men elected in
the General Election, Tom Mitchell and Phil
Clarke, and by doing so we did more to focus
world attention on the continued British oceu-
pation of Irish territory and the Irish people’s
resentment against it than anything that had
been done by the politicians since the forcible
division of our country had been brought about.
We then had threats that these two men would
be disqualified and that steps would be taken
legally to hand over the seats to the Unionists.
et Our reply was that to do so would make the
British Government a laughing stock before the
orld. How well our words have been borne out,
en more so than we had expected. We have
| had election petitions, election courts and dis-
cations galore, until the whole British
has been brought into 1"id-

of

o much so that the ‘‘Daily Telegraph’
)th complained “‘Ts there no way of
the Mid-Ulster by-election farce ‘before
rther discredit on our institutions 2"’
“4he basic fact is, surely, that the
ster have twice chosen M.
ent them and will almost cer-
again. In doing so they are
presented at all (at West-
jir wwish—swhy not grant it 2"
5

d it in our hearts to sym-
of that article, we feel
ation. But, it shows that
inn Fein policy had
very forcibly—that
rted its right to
0 ‘be represented
hat is the key-

ad impressed

Vice-President’s

of individuals had met here in Omagh and had -

Speechv

decided to put forward a candidate to oppose
Sinn Fein, The candidate will, we are told, go
forward as an Anti-Partition candidate.

Quite sincerely I must say at the outset that
T am terribly sorry to see any Irishman or group
of Irishmen allowing themselves to be used as
an ally oi England. We of Sinn Fein had suce-

most humiliating position it has been in for a
long time, so much so that both Westminster

out of it. Now an Irishman or group of Irish-
men, supposed to be Anti-Partitionists, have
provided England with the way out. If any proof
of that statement is required we have only to
examine the editorials of the Unionist and pro-
British papers since. They have, one and all,
hailed the intervéntion of this group with joy.
The ‘‘Belfast Telegraph’’ has gone so far as to
say that there should now be a united front of
Unionists and what they call Nationalists against
the common enemy—Sinn Fein. See the editor-
jal of the 16th January where they even urge
that the Unionist should stand down in favour
of the Nationalist so that this united front could
be put into effect. See the editorial in Satur-
day’s ““Trish Times’’ (21/1/56) the Unionist pap-
er in Dublin which urges the Unionists to come
out and vote for the Anti-Partition candidate in
order to keep out Sinn Fein.

The question the **Anti-Partitionists’ should
ask themselves is **Do they wish to serve Ireland
or to serve England?’ If they wish to serve
Ireland then they should decide not to put for-
ward a candidate but should support wholeheart-
edly the Sinn Fein candidate, If they wish to
serve England then let them go ahead with their
plans to oppose Sinn. Fein. There can be no
mistake about it by doing so they are definitely
doing England’s work, they are coming to Eng-
land’s rescue in her difficulty and the uncon-
cealed joy of the pro-British papers shows that
only too clearly. Before it is too late, let them
consider again what they are doing, and if they
have any genuine national feeling in them, they
will not oppose Sinn Fein.

When Sinn Fein put forward Tom Mitchell
in this constituency he was only a name to most
of the electors. But since then we have had the
election court here in Omagh and we have had
Tom Mitchell come and make his case plainly
clearly and honestly before that court. He stat-
od Treland’s case for unity and freedom—he
stated Mid-Ulster’s case for representation, not
in Westminster, but in an all-Ireland Parliament,
he stated the right of the Irish people to decide
for themselyes how and by whom they should
be governed. Tom Mitchell showed then that
he was a worthy representative for this area
and we are sure that now you will vote not mere-
ly for the name Tom Mitchell but more espec-
inlly for the man who showed so gallantly in
this Courthouse a few month’s ago.

This is the 21st Janum:y,. It is the annivers~
ary of the most important day, the 21st Janu-
ary, 1919, when Dail Eireann issued Ireland’s
Declaration of Independence to the nations of
the world. Tt is most appropriate that we launch
our election campaign on this date. It is cert-
ainly a good omen 'and we feel sure that the
people of Mid-Ulster will take heafl from the
memory and again show their determination to
stand unequivocably for unity and independence.
Tf we are unfortunate enough to see a new Red-
mondite party come out to oppose us, which we
hope will not happen, if it should happen then

|we must treat them as ignominiously as the old

edmondite party. Let us sweep them from our

th and drive ahead with Tom Mitchell and

reedom of our nation at long lnst.

:
s o > 8l

eeded in putting the BritishGovernment into the

and Stormont were at their wits end how to get .

to complete our work, to secure the
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DEMOCRACY

BRITISH STYLE

launched to sufferin
oratory.

ears past since the doctrine of the ‘‘Four Freedoms’ was
g humunity with a flourish of trumpets and a great flow of
It can be recollected how solenmn was made that oceasion. The _prlh
erous and weighty speeches made by Winston Churchill on behalf of the Brmxl‘l
Gove!‘nment——pledging themselves ‘.;nd their Empire not to lay down arms until
the darkness of Tyranny was driven from tha World and the Brightness 7f
Dawn broke over the enslaved nations—how the small, enslaved peoples of
the World must have hearkened to, and hailed, as they ought, such a glorious
doctrine.  How they made ready for and built up their resistance movements
in obedience to that call, re;\d,\'.and willing to sacrifice their all in the name
of Liberty—is all history today. It is a curious and puzzling feature of 1].11.<
whole conspiracy, that Britain has been able to assume for centuries, with
tongue in cheek, a Divine Mandate when her interests become il“I’(“'i”e‘l: It
is curious that after centuries her exploitation and her tactics of terrorism,
that the smaller nations, up to the last war, have in Europe rallied to her cry
that Liberty must be safeguarded. Tn her signing of the Doctrine of the Four
Freedoms it can be seen today that that signing did not in any way mean
acceptance. England at that time was quite willing to promsie Heaven itself
as long as it may have taken her out of the difficulties in which she was then
involved. A master of chicanery, treachery and double-cross, it was no difficult

matter for her to wash her hands of such a dangerous doctrine when once peace
would come. fil-pR, ..

Yet doctrines and promises cannot be made to be broken. People’s hearts
cannot be'raised and the ideals of Freedom and Justice implanted in them,
to be easily overthrown. In this doctrine given to the small nations a heavy
responsibility lay on those signees to see it carried into effect. Thére is the
responsibility for whatever may follow if NOT adhered to. However, it is the
same old story. There is nothing behind Britain but one long agonised trail
of broken promises. Cyprus, Malaya, Kenya and these small peoples have now
become alive and wise to all that Britain stands for. Their disillusionment
has been slow but they now fully realise the depth of the betrayal by Britain.
They can now note her ‘sanctimonious. utterandes at their true value. ; They,
like ourselves, realise that the TIdeal of Freedom is something that must be
for with every fibre of their being, ¢

Our Treland has sympathy to the full with the splendid and gallant battle
being waged by various small nations aginst overwhelming odds to rid them-
selves of the foreign inyader. The Cypriots are an example: each on
is permeated with that desire for freedom; schools have been
children batoned and arrested for throwing stones; universities
life of the people disrupted by harsh and heavy military -
and utterances of the leader of that military despotism
well of the edicts, of Dublin Castle signed by French and
whip has again made its appearance. ’
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