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H Volunteer
Joseph MacManus

IRA Volunteer Joseph MacManus
who was killed in action in'Fer-
managh, was laid to rest in his
native Sligo town on Saturday,
February 8th. Full report —
pages 8/9.

AS ANOTHER 600 British troops
were sent to the Six Counties by the
British government and as British
Prime Minister John Major met the
leaders of the SDLP, the Democratic
Unionist Party, the Official Unionists
and the Alliance Party in London —
the first such meeting for 16 years —
the IRA spelt out what it called “the
central issue giving rise to this conflict”.
Follnwing the killings of eight nationalists in

attacks by a loyalist gang at an Ormeau
Road betting office and by an RUC man —
believed to be a member of the UFF — at Sinn
Féin’s Falls Road office, the British govern-
ment’s principal task was to be seen to be
doing something about the crisis. First it
announced that it was sending another battal-
ion of the British army to the North and then
John Major hosted the Downing Street meeting
with the so-called “four main parties”. Sinn
Féin, the fourth largest party in the Six Coun-
ties, was of course excluded.

Both British government moves were based
on lies. Attempts to present the dispatch of
another 600 troops to the North as in some
way a move to protect nationalists will be
viewed with the deepest cynicism by them.

They know that more troops mean more
harassment in their areas and that the crown
forces’ collusion with loyalist death squads
helps to sustain the loyalist murder campaign.

The announcement of yet more “talks
about talks” have the same propaganda pur-
pose. Once again they will, if they ever get
going, fail to address the real issues.

epublicans are. clear about the loyalist

British troops since November and the possi-
bility of having to send more in the near future
means that these will have to be pulled out
from their other commitments.

It is clear to all observers that for its part,
the IRA is determined to put those British
forces under maximum pressure and to extract
a high political price from the British govern-
ment. That was underlined by an IRA bomb in
Whitehall on Tuesday which once again
brought the heart of the British administration

death c d the deploy of more
troops. This IRA said it would not be
drawn into sectarian conflict as the British
would wish and urged all nationalists to
remain calm and vigilant, a call repeated by
Sinn Féin leaders Gerry Adams and Martin
McGuinness.

The extra troops bring the strength of the
crown forces to over 30,000 — around one to
every 20 nationalists in the Six Counties. The
British army is now at its greatest strength here
since 1979 but British military policy is increas-
ingly seen by many observers to be running
into trouble given the British defence cuts pro-
posed for the 1990s. The British army’s reduc-
tion of their infantry battalions from 55 to 38 is

to a standstill.

As the Downing Street meeting got under
way the IRA said that it was “a cynical and cos-
metic exercise which will do nothing whatsoever to
address the central issue giving rise to this con-
flict”:

“The people of Ireland and Britain deserve better.
The long and sorry history of failed attempts by
Britain to stabilise its rule in Ireland and the bloody
history of failed British efforts to crush resistance to
its rule clearly show that no solution will be found in
persisting with the failed and bankrupt policies of the

1

;'Parlih‘on, the British presence, support for
unionism, the denial of the Irish people’s right to
d ine their own future free from outside inter-

based on the prediction that the * i ¢
commitment in the Six Counties will remain
static. This prediction has taken a serious set-
back. The deployment of over 2,000 more

ference are at the heart of this conflict.
“It is these issues that must be meaningfully
addressed if we are ever to move forward.”
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Whitehall brought
to standstill

ON THE DAY which saw the British Prime Minister John Major

meeting John Hume, Ian Paisley,

Jim Molyneaux and John

Alderdice, the IRA again proved its ability to strike a
dice, t the heart of
the British administration in London. <

Despite intensified special police
Ppatrols and the latest sophisticated hi-
tech surveillance, the IRA managed to
plant a bomb in the heart of the British
government on Tuesday, February
11th. In the statement claiming respon-
lsllbility for the attack, the IRA said:

Yesterday, and for the second time within
four weeks, an active service unit of the
IRA succeeded in breaching very heavy
security around the seat of British govern-
ment administration in Whitehall to plant
a 5Ib Semtex device.

“Propagandist bluster from senior
British politicians claiming that such
attacks will not disrupt their administra-
tion are a clear indication of just how wor-
ried they are by such attacks. Throughout
Yyesterday morning the heart of British
administration was paralysed and the
attendant disruption will serve to focus
their attention on their Irish war which for
23 years has disrupted and marred the

lives of everyone within the Six-County
e

B CROWN FORCES
UNDER FIRE

Crown forces’ personnel came
under a series of grenade and gun
attacks throughout the greater Belfast
area. On Thursday morning, February
6th, an improvised grenade was
lobbed at a joint RUC/British army
patrol on the Ardoyne Road in North
Belfast. Three RUC b

said that despite numerous attacks lEhe
firm continues to engage in work for

the crown forces. e i

i i IRA

North Antrim Brigade, v
clai-xrx:‘:d responsibility for the mortar
attack on Partglenorgn:hRUC Barracks

, February

s, %u:d:t{ack began when Volunteers
drove up to the barracks in a comman-
deered vehicle. They then parked Mz::
van and made good their escape. Min-
utes later the mortar was launched but
the warh d was deflected by a steel

An incendiary device exp
the C&A city centre store In the eu:}llye'
hours of Friday morning. Although t £
sprinkler system managed to extin
guish the fire, extensive water damage
was caused amounting t;? Q\ousandsm 4 ::

ounds. For the fourth time u
ﬁwnl.hs the IRA planted a 5lb bomb in
Belfast’s Central Station. The boy\b
was placed on the roof of the station
on Monday, February 10th. The result-
ing explosion'started a fire wl:uch
caused extensive damage to the ticket
office.

reported injured. Also in North Belfast,
an IRA active service unit opened fire

B MORTAR & GRENADE
ATTACKS
The East Tyrone Brigade, IRA,
were  claimed ibility for grenade and

gun attacks in Coalisland and Dungar-
non. On Sunday evening, February
opened fire with

assault rifles on the RUC barracks in
d. In the second attack Volun-

on an RUC check-point in Corp 9th, Vol
Street, on Wednesday, February 5th.

The IRA admitted responsibility for ~ Coalisl
the grenade attack on collab at

Hé&]J Martins on the Ormeau Road, on
Wednesd_ay, February 5th. In its state-
ment claiming responsibility, the IRA

teers fired a horizontal mortar at an
armoured vehicle as it drove along the
motorway on the outskirts of Dungan-
non.

i in observa-
urround protecting the main ol
:ion postpwindows and exploded
above the pill-box .

AND VIGILANCE”
“We will not be diverted”

Following the recent mur-
derous attacks upon the nation-
alist community in Belfast by
loyalist death squads aqd
crown forces personne.l in
which ten people were kll!ed
the IRA issued the following
statement:

“In the wake of the recent mul-
tiple murders of innocent c_alholu:
the IRA urges the nationalist com-
munity to remain calm and vigi-
lant. The attacks of the last week,
like others before them, seek to

fear and terror in our com-
mwr aim is to demoralise
nationalists and to deflect atten-
tion away from Britain’s central
role in this war by drawing peo-
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m IRA CALL FOR “CALM E,;

ple into fum

“The IRA state cqppnlct. > |
ol

will not be drawy inf q”""’l,
which s only the B wn i
all individuals anq W‘M ]
community nof fo py Ps Dithjy on
road, Pusheq dony Ouy
“Our war js with the
and with those whe B’."h'ah
tain those forces in lh:,,"d”""k .,,4/":
of our count; OCCUpatioy

. We wif
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Call for no retaliation

PROMINENT SINN FEIN LEADERS have called for calm fol-
lowing two weeks of slaughter in Belfast in which ten national-
ists were killed, and warned against any group contemplating
retaliatory action. “Such actions”, said Sinn Féin President Gerry

Adams, “have no part in any struggle which claims to be repub-

lican”.

ommending the ‘great dignity” of

the families of the victims in their
tragic losses Adams also offered reas-
surance to Protestants in our commu-
nity. Describing himself as “sensitive
to the fears among Protestants that
they may have inflicted upon them the
horror which was inflicted upon the
people of the Falls and Ormeau
Roads”, Adams said he shared their
concern and that “there was no desire
among nationalists and republicans
that the Protestant people should be
made to suffer for the actions of
British-sponsored murderers”.

Reiterating his opposition to retal-

iatory sectarian attacks, Adams said
that it was his firm intention to oppose
those who may be plating such

a retaliatory attack in response to last
week’s murders. He continued:

“I must warn this group that any
action which-targets the Protestant

.community will be totally unaccept-

able to republicans. They should also
be aware that the recent IRA statement
that they will not be drawn into sectar-
ian warfare is widely supported within
the nationalist community.”

actions. He continued:

“I appeal to everyone who has any
influence with these people to ensure
that they have no doubts about nation-
alist and republican opposition to sec-
tarian attacks.”

dorsing Adams” Sinn
Féin Ard Chomhairle member,
Martin McGuinness said that there
was a real probability that a group of
people who emanate from the nation-
alist community intended carrying out

Describing the use of ‘pseudo’ or
‘counter-gangs’ as being in line with
the gies of British insur
gency Adams said that such infiltra-
tion and control may extend to other
groups and that he was concerned
ﬂ'\a_t, “‘the recent spate of sectarian
lull:mgs were not caused by the polari-
sation of our community but that there
was al§o an element of counter-insur-
gency influence”. Adams concluded:

“For all these reasons I a al f
vigil ad " ppe: or

Moore and Sr

“UFF members”

SEVERAL HOURS before details of the Falls Road killings by a
member of the RUC emerged and the RUC public relations
department swung into a damage limitation exercise, a caller fo
the local West Belfast paper the Andersonstown News said that the
killer was a member of the RUC man and a member of the UFE.

lephoning for the first time at
3.45pm., two and a quarter hours
after the shooting, the male caller, who
refused to give his name, said that he
could tell ‘the full story’. He claimed
that the RUC murderer, Alan Moore
had been a close friend of Norman
Spratt, a member of the RUC who had
been shot dead in a domestic incident
in the early hours of Thursday, January
30th. This fact was later confirmed by
the RUC. The claim by the caller that
the two members of the RUC, prior to
Spratt’s death, worked together in the
same DMSU squad in West Belfast was

AL

also later confirmed by the RUC.
The caller said that after Spratt’s -
funeral, Moore had returned to the
graveyard to fire a volley shots over
the grave”. Both were in the UDA
together and it was his idea of a final
salute”. The graveyard incident was
also later confirmed by the RUC.
Describing the Falls Road killing as
a follow-up to the death of Spratt, the
caller said that they were both UFF
members. He continued: .
“This will really open up matters.
involves the Inner Circle, everything,
it's really coming apart.”
L) Lo 35 Bt &
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® At the press conference to announce details of

HSinn Féin's Ard Fheis were: Tom Hartley, Rita
® O'Hare, Lucillita Breatnach and Méiréad Keane
o S

Sinn FéiI{ defie bs

“This is the Ard Fheis that Sinn Féin was to be prevented from
holding.” So said Sinn Féin Chairperson Tom Hartley at a Dublin
press conference to launch the clér for the party’s ard fheis.

“When Sinn Féin was barred from

press conference by Sinn Féin General

holding its ard fheis in the M

House, that act was the culmination of
a long and heavily fi d i

y Lucilita Breathnach, Director
of Publicity Rita O'Hare and Women's
Officer Mdiréad Keane.

of propaganda originating in London
aimed at blaming republicans for all
that has happened in the North over
the last 22 years. It is as if we have no
history before 1969. It is worth noting
that the last time Sinn Féin was barred
from the Mansion House was when
D4il Eireann was suppressed by the
British government during the Tan
War. We have come full circle.”
Hartley was accompanied at the

Hartley said that it was worth not-
ing that the leader of the Labour Party
whose Dublin city councillors were to
the forefront in the Mansion House
ban, issued a statement last weekend
calling for significant “compromise”
on the North. That “compromise”, said
Hartley, would be “paid for dearly by
northern nationalists”.

“Sinn Féin is a legal, open, demo-
cratic political party. We represent

those people most affected by the war
in the North. Whether those southern
politicians who ban and censor us like
it or not, we are the biggest nationalist
party on Belfast City Council and the
fourth largest party in the Six Coun-
ties. That is democracy. It is about time
that both the London and Dublin gov-

15 TealisoATLREY the 4

d censorghip'

il

“Yesterday in London John Major
met the leaders of what are called the
four largest parties in the North. Sinn
Féin is the fourth largest party but it
was not represented.

“The meeting took place with no
public reference to the fact that Peter
Brooke could not deny that the Con-

ive P: would do a deal with

vote for the representatives chosen by
them and not those chosen for them by
those who think themselves their bet-
ters. That is democracy.”

artley went on to say that the new

Taoiseach Albert Reynolds had a
real opportunity and duty to “pursue
the stated aim of his party”, and
ensure that the root cause of the con-
flict in the North is addressed.

arty
the Unionists if they failed to get a
jority in the forthcoming British

“It is time for real talks including
all representatives. That is the only
basis for a way forward and a lasting
peace”, he said.

ucilita Breathnach announced that
the Sinn Féin Ard Fheis would be
held in Dublin on the weekend of

February 22nd and 23rd. She intro-
duced journalists to the Political Report,
prepared for the conference by the par-
ty’s Ard Chomhairle which contains
motions that will be debated by dele-
gates along with motions submitted by

inn and hairl{ ir from

around the country.

The main subjects targeted by the
report include the failed Brooke Talks,
the current campaign against Articles
Two and Three of the 1937 constitu-
tion, the British ts shoot-to-
kill operations in the Six Counties, the
assassination campaign directed
against republi tivists, extradi
tion, environment and health. Two
new documents ‘Women in Ireland’ and
“Towards a Lasting Peace’ will be debat-
ed at the ard fhois.

Rita O'Hare explained that Towards

. a Lasting Peace was being presented to

the Sinn Féin Ard Fheis by the Ard
Chee haliiees aldE )

Its main purpose is to inform debate
within the and the wider public
debate about how best to develop a
strategy for peace in Ireland.

Miiréad Keane spoke of the docu-
ment Women in Ireland which she said
covered a wide range of issues relating
to the lives of Irish women.

Asked about recent talk of intern-
ment Tom Hartley said that such talk
was the “most enormous admission of
failure that a British government could
make”.

Sinn Féin comhairle ceantair chair-
persons and secretaries should contact
Head Office (Phone 726100/726932)
from Monday, February, 17th to obtain
full details of the ard fheis.

Buses from central Dublin have
been organised to bring delegates and
visitors to the ard fheis. The departure
times are as follows: B

10.30am Connolly Station
1.15pm Pamnell Square
3pm Parnell Square

Sunday, February 23rd:
9.45am Parnell Square

Jobless figures climb again

UNEMPLOYMENT FIGURES in the 26 Counties increased by
almost twice the EC rate over the past year. Along with Spain, it
had the highest unemployment rise in the EC. Despite this, the
26 Counties received permission on Monday, February 10th, to
join the club of those states who fit the low inflation, low borrow-
ing criteria for the move to the final stage of the EC’s plans for

monetary union.

The new record figures of 276,700 on
the dole were announced just prior
to Albert Reynolds’ appointment as
Taoiseach and will continue to grow
over the next two years according to
an EC report just published. The EC
Commission’s economic report pro-

jects that the total number of jobless
will rise by 1.2% this year and a further
half per cent in 1993.

Condemning the latest figuses
Mike Allen, General Secretary of the,
Irish National Organisation of the
unemployed, said:

““What greater challenge could
Albert Reynolds face than to seriously
tackle this national scandal? Words
will not be enough. While the faces of
those in the government benches may
change, their policies in tackling
unemployment are likely to stay.
Albert Reynolds has a responsibility to
change those policies.”

“Mr Reynolds believes that unem-
ployment is a two-edged sword, but
we know that it is us who are being cut
to ribbons’’, said Eamon O’Reilly,
chairperson of the INOU.

The organisation went on to say
that with an increase of 7,500 in Jan-
uary, 1992 is “starting in the same way
as 1991, the year in which

©® ALBERT REYNOLDS

unemployment increased faster than in
any year since the creation of the
state”.
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“We call on Albert Reynolds as his
first act as Taoiseach to set up a

policy to emi

National Forum on Unemploy

inn Féin Dublin City Councillor

Christy Burke said that the rising
unemployment figures were a scandal
and that the most serious attention by
the government was needed to tackle
the crisis.

“As far as the people whom I repre-
sent are concerned the 26-County
economy has been an abject failure.

The problems of youth crime, drug
and alcohol abuse and other problems
ing my constituents are all
toms of the economic deprivation
afflicting working-class communities

over the years.
“I welcome Albert Reynolds’ pro-
that 1 will

be high on his agenda ‘as Taoiseach,
but I have to receive this with some

¢ ,'4”
. ¥

ds like these *vho queued fnrAhoun on Monday for ]n in Fn.nee':
Dislteyworld have been forced by the failuzz of the Dublin government's

SN R

amount of cynicism as we have over
the years heard many such platitudes
by politicians who do not live with the
reality of unemployment and poverty.
“A radical departure from the eco-
nomic policies pursued by all of Albert
Reynolds’ predecessors is what is need-

which I wouldn‘t hold my breath.”
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ll BE POSITVE — VOTE NO

THE MAASTRICHT TREATY on European Union was signed by the leaders of
the 12 EC States on Friday, February 7th. The treaty is the third stage of a pro-
cess which has its historic roots in the Treaty of Rome of 1957 and which has
ever since been eroding the sovereignty of individual EC states.

The first stage of this move towards unity was the European Monetary System, the second
the Single European Act and the completion of the internal market. This third and final stage
which the people of the 26 Counties will get the opportunity to vote on this year (probably in
{:ne) b_y referendum, sees the Delors-led march continue towards full economic and' fhone-'

ry union. r 4

The fightback against this blind drive to give away that limited sovereignty which the 26-
County state has managed to achieve also began in earnest on Friday, February 7th, with the
launch of a new body which will actively campaign for a No vote. The bandwagon can be
stopped and Dublin can get off, was the message from the Platform for Employment, Democ-
racy and Neutrality group.

Included in the broad alliance of groups opposing the Union are Sinn Féin, CND,
Qmérach Ireland 2000, the Green Party and Joe Noonan’s Cork-based People First organisa-

on.

“Political union means the end of neutrality and an increasing association with a military
alliance. Monetary union means higher prices, loss of control of our money supply and a
transfer to Ecus (European currency units) which will make the transition to decimalisation
in the 1970s look like child’s play,” said Anthony Coughlan of Amérach Ireland 2000.

One of the effects of signing at Maastricht is that Dublin has for the first time been formal-
ly invited to join the military alliance of the Western European Union. Coughlan encapsulat-
ed the fears of many that Dublin is being slowly but irrevocably drawn into this wider
European military alliance and that on an economic level Ireland will become little more than
a subsidised de-industrialised backwater on the periphery of Europe, a nice place for tourists
to visit and jobseekers to leave.

While a cynic could say that this is just about the case already, it must be said that nearly
20 years ago when the 26 Counties joined the Common Market, it was promised that
increased co-operation would bring a higher standard of living for all and more jobs. The EC
has indeed brought wealth to Ireland but only to a select few. The economy may be expand-
ing but try telling that to the 270,000-plus unemployed in the 26 Counties alone.

The EC brought the lure of the CAP funding for farmers, encouraged a thriving agri-
export business and we now have an equally healthy computer and financial services sector.

But while the Dublin stock exchange equity grew by 3.5% last year, unemploymient rose by |-

16%, twice the EC average. Successive Dublin governments have refused to allow a full and
wide-ranging debate on the advantages and disadvantages of EC union. In 1972 it was sold
to the people as an easy and inexhaustible source of wealth, especially for'farmers. In 1987
when the Single European Act came up for referendum in the 26 Counties, voters were
warned that whatever worries they may have there was no way back, that failure to vote in
favour would mean being left out in the cold and losing out on all fronts. All the same there
was a very substantial No vote, much more than in ‘72, with people obviously disillusioned
with EC membership.

Now in 1992 the same argument will be used, with the sweetener that the breaking down
of trade barriers and increasing co-operation across borders will help solve Ireland’s persis-
tent partition problem.

The Platform for Employment, Democracy and Neutrality wants a full two-sided debate
with equal facilities for both arguments to be put properly. One of the features of the 1987 ref-
erendum was the one-sided coverage of the debate in the media. The campaign is confident
that the 70%-30% losing margin of the SEA referendum can be turned around or at least
greatly improved upon.

B PLUNDER AND PROMISES — THE
CITIZEN'S CHARTER

PRIVATISATION, the plunder of public assets to facilitate the private purse,
continues to shape British social policy in the Six Counties. This was the under-
lying message of the so called ‘Citizen’s Charter’ announced by British Secre-
tary of State Peter Brooke on Wednesday, February 4th.

Beyond the familiar rhetoric of greater efficiency and accountability, the charter has little
to offer the ordinary people of the Six Counties. Promises of reductions in hospital waiting
lists, greater parental access to information about the educational performance of schools and
an improved public transport service sound well and good but starved of adequate public
funding, the charter has more to do with British Tory Party electioneering than an indication
of any real commitment to the maintenance, let alone improvement, of the public sector.

Furthermore, the continued adherence to a policy of privatisation expressed in the docu-
ment, not only flies in the face of overwhelming evidence that ‘contracting out’ is detrimental
to both workers and users, but is also being imposed directly against the will of Six-County
citizens whose elected representatives, across the political divide, have expressed consistent
opposition. In the Six Counties, where even the most basic of citizens’ rights have been sys-
tematically denied, the shallow promises of the so-called Citizens’ Charter ring all the more
hollow.

The British government’s refusal to address the real issues of civil rights is revealed per-
haps most blatantly in the Charter’s section on imposing strict standards of service within
the RUC. Shoot-to-kill, collusion, sectarianism, harassment, torture in RUC interrogation cen-
tres — citizens appear to have no need of protection from these aspects of RUC ‘standards of
service’; instead the Charter is to offer set targets for the time it takes for the RUC to answer a
telephone call or deal with an inquiry at the reception desk.

Citizen’s Charter, no thank-you, we still want our civil and national rights!

slinimt P o3 wadil cdir opss CRA G

News

Being seen to be doing
something

THE BRITISH RESPONSE to last week’s killings was
twofold. First they sent another 600 soldiers to the
North, bringing the troop level to 12,300, the highest
since 1979. This move, which will increase the vllsxbxl-
ity of the military presence on the streets, is.des.xgned
essentially to appease loyalists, and to provide in t}}’e
words of British minister Peter Brooke “reassurance”.
This is even though unionist politicians cynically
remarked that the British government had sent 500
troops last December and then sent them home again
at Christmas, when no one was looking. Meanwhile,
residents of nationalist areas can expect to be tripping
over foot-patrols at every street corner.

. 9
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W BY HILDA MacTHOM4g

he second aspect of the

British response was an
invitation by British Prime Min-
ister John Major to the so-called
‘four main parties’ — OUP,
DUP, Alliance and SDLP — to
come to Downing Street and
discuss the “security situation”.

The meeting, which took
place on Tuesday, received
much advance coverage in the
press and occupied the first slot
on TV news programmes all
day, along with a bomb alert
near Whitehall.

went to Downing Street with
well-publicised and widely dif-
fering shopping lists. The DUP
had released its blueprint for
defeating the IRA last month,
including border closure, cur-
fews and ‘rings of steel’ around
nationalist areas, ID cards for

® PETER BROOKE g
Alliance party and the SDLP,
not on the grounds that intern.
ing people is contrary to basic

human rights, but because it is

everyone, deploy t of the
SAS and internment. The Offi-
cial Unionists, for their part,
have been lobbying for intern-
ment for several years now and
their leader James Molyneaux
went to argue its merits. He will

counter-productive’ — that js,
that it would give republicans 2
propaganda weapon, or push
more people to join the IRA.
This is the view currently
shared by the British Labour
Party, the current Dublin

The northern politicians have been opposed by both the administration, and indeed the

-ty

DA77 G

- "'xkv?

REYNOLDS WIELD
THE KNIFE AGAIN

B BY MICHAEL MORRISSEY armocnesd b Rk o

A NEW CABINET and a new 26-County Taoiseach nernolss would mae &
were elected by the Fianna Fil/Progressive Democrat :vad:ul d an
coalition on Tuesday. It included eight new cabinet commentators felt that the
members and Albert Reynolds as Taciseach. Who is  Met “dd“"r : |w°"l'?uf-n!
the real Albert Reynolds — pragmatist, entrepreneur mﬂhmw ;
or a public representative committed to the public ed was presented in the p
interest? Can he tackle the economic problems that media as a settling of old
have characterised the 26-County state since partition. On the °m"cm! 2 B
Where does he stand on the Six Counties? ccr:rue '3 mﬂ

ary O'Rourke, Rory O'Han-  Brady, Noel Davern and Gerry

lon, Michael O’Kennedy,  Collins got their marching orders
Brendan Daly, Ray Burke, Vincent just half an hour before. Reynolds

past.
Reynolds’ new appo*
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British government. The SDLP
and Alliance will have also
argued for the banning of the
Ulster Defence Association, the
group responsible for the
Ormeau Road massacre last
week.

But they were as unlikely to
obtain the ban on the UDA as
the unionists were to get intern-
ment: the British government,
in spite of its invitation to dis-
cuss the “security situation”,
had already made up its collec-
tive mind and announced,
through its minister Peter
Brooke last week, that it would
introduce “no extreme mea-
sures, the consequences of
which we could not accurately
predict."

What then, was the point of
this meeting? The media profile
it was given points once again
to the British government want-
ing to “be seen to be doing
something”. One major thrust
of British policy in the North
has been to project, in Ireland,
Britain and internationally, the
conflict as an internal one and
the British as the “honest bro-
kers”, with “no selfish econom-
ic or strategic interest’”” in
Ireland. This ‘honesty’ and
‘selflessness’ was somewhat
tarnished throughout January,
with the Nelson case reminding
the public of the collusion
between loyalist death squads
and the British secret services,
and with rumours that the

British Conservatives were
plannipg to make a deal with

@ unionists in the event of a
hung parliament after the next
general elections — a deal
Which Peter Brooke refused to
rule out in a TV interview on
February 2nd.

ohn Major meeting, and
being photographed, with
e party leaders last Tuesday,
announcing to the cameras
that there was complete una-
nimity of views on this most
predictable subject, the ritual
‘condemnation of terrorism’,
Wwas an exercise in clawing back
lost ground in the p d

agree about something. Facing
an election in which every vote
will count, Major would have
been foolish to let this one pass.

Another British objective
was to further marginalise the
republican viewpoint, by
excluding it from political dis-
cussions. It is worth stressing
again that this aspect of British
Ppolicy is aimed at criminalis-
ing the republican argument
and is directly linked to last
Wednesday’s attack on the
Sinn Féin premises; and to the
fact that the thrust of media
comments and political reac-
tions to the attack concentrat-

Pag;

war.

It was also the British gov-
ernment’s way of saying to the
leaders of the four parties and
more so to the public: the col-
lapse of the Brooke Talks is the
politicians’ fault, and the recent
events might not have hap-
pened had the Talks been a suc-
cess — even though, as even
David McKittrick recognised in
last Sunday’s Independent, Peter
Brooke’s “own skillful affecta-
tion of neutrality may have
contributed to failure”. In any
case, last Tuesday’s meeting
was not about relaunching the
defunct Brooke Talks, but it
provided the British premier
with the photo opportunity to
prove that he could gather
those four uncompromising

Irish politicians and get them to

ed on the of stress the
“security services” (sic) oper-
ate under; and to many union-
ist politicians keeping silent
about the deaths of Paddy
Loughran, Pat McBride and
Michael O'Dwyer; and to the
despicable comments of politi-
cians like SDLP councillor
Alisdair McDonnell who
blamed the Ormeau Road
killings on the IRA.

Last Tuesday’s meeting fits
neatly into a very consistent
British policy on Ireland -
ulsterising the conflict, crimi-
nalising the opposition, and
playing to the audience, at
home and internationally. It
was definitely not, as some
have written, an exercise in ‘cri-
sis management’, no more than
republican actions are born of
‘despair”.

ing further mili

ments were the first sure signal
that the Haughey era was over.
The media have been searching
Reynolds’ career for the themes
that will frame his leadership of
the party. The pictures pxe?ent-
ed are interesting and at times
conflicting.

Ibert Reynolds was first
Aelecled to Leinster House
in 1977. He had deposed the sit-
ting Fianna F4il TD Frank
Carter.

@ Woods, Reynolds and Haughey

He came to Leinster House a
ful busi a man

Posts and Telegraphs. Up to his
et 'R 1T

ghey in 1991

who knew when it was time to
sell out and move on. Reynolds

y
Reynolds had held four cabinet
posts, which included Industry
and C Ind y and

moved from dance p to
ballroom owner to meat pro-
cessing to petfoods. At one
stage he was the owner _of the
Longford Leader paper. His for-
tune is estimated at well over
£2 million. _
Haughey'’s election in 1979
as leader brought Reynolds to
the cabinet table as Minister for

Energy, and Finance. It is only
since Reynolds took over the
Finance portfolio in 1988 that
he was considered as a realistic
successor to Haughey.

The fact that Reynolds has
been a relatively successful

has been superim-
posed on his political record. So

® Major — O of the Six Counties

Reynolds does not waste public  banks for not investing in the
and has a busi Irish y. Reynolds has
ability to spot a good deal or advocated a “private enterprise
investment opportunity. economy” — “Deep down in
every one of us is some kind of
is is too simplistic a read- entrepreneur or tradesperson or
ing of Reynolds. In many  businessman”. According to
ways Albert Reynolds was part  Reynolds “you create wealth

of the ‘entrepreneurial’ group first, then you distribute it”.
that Haugh ded him- R o arclatmadl that
self with in the ‘80s. R Id “the ies are there for

like Smurfit, Goodman and
Dermot Desmond, was a suc-
cessful businessman. Through-
out the time of the ‘Golden
Circle’ scandal, Reynolds

M stayed relatively silent. It was

we are presented with the prag-
matic teetotaller, who has taken
risky though usually successful,
decisions. This facet of Albert
Reynolds is used to analyse

only on his accession to the
Department of Finance that he
found a voice and it was fol-
lowing the same path laid
down by the Fine Gael coalition
and MacSharry before him. The
pragmatism that is often point-
ed to came through. Reynolds
presented two budgets in 1989
and ‘90. Total employment rose
and unemployment fell during
those

years.

In 1991 the boom dried up
and Reynolds was left with
failed policies. Reynolds didn‘t
pull the plug on Haughey over
the economy; it was the Green-
core and Telecom scandals and
Haughey’s other ing

bles which gave Reynold

the opportunity to act. His dis-
missal from the cabinet and
subsequent re-emergence as
Taoiseach has diverted atten-
tion from the fact that, as Minis-
ter for Finance, he would now
be presiding over record unem-
ployment figures and a slowing

R ds the public rep
tive, who initiated in 1980 the
capitalisation programmes for
Telecom and the DART, who
provided funding for Knock
airport. Reynolds aiso closed
Ardmore film studios and Avo-
ca mines. This, according to
received wisdom, implies that

y. He can retumn to gov-
£ o di 3

ating himself from these
failures, or so we are led to
e.

Who is the real Albert
Reynolds? He has criticised the
EC for not enabling job cre-
ation. He has attacked the

the Irish people to build this
into the nation they desire”.
Now Reynolds has the “free-
dom” to create this environ-
ment.

This new scenario was also
highlighted in Reynolds
first press conference in J

Hotel when he outlined his
plans for his ‘new’ adminis-
tration. The events of that
week put what the Dublin
media called the ‘Northern
problem’ onto Reynolds polit-
ical agenda. On Thursday,
February 6th, Reynolds said
that there would be “no lim-
its”” to his efforts to bring

peace to the North. He was, .

we were told, not in favour of
dumping Articles Two and
Three of the 1937 Constitu-
tion. In calling for an all-Ire-
land conference (where
Articles Two and Three would
be on the table) excluding
Sinn Féin, he showed his slop-
piness by saying that the par-
ty could not talk until “they
laid down their guns”.

When Reynolds was dis-
missed from the coalition
front bench he spoke of his
freedom to speak out on
issues. Between November
and February we heard not
one peep from Reynolds on
the “Northern problem” and
like all previous Fianna F4il
leaders history will ultimately
judge him on how he handles

R e A SRR e
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Pat McBride — a loved and
dedicated republican

THOSE WHO KNEW Pat Mac Bride thought of him as a dedicat-
ed and hard-working republican “someone who would run to
the ends of the earth if he believed it would further the republi-

can cause”.

Pn was adopted by John and Mary
Keenan in 1966 at the age of 15,
and he became their second son, broth-
er to Malachy, Linda, Joanne and
Cathy. He was loved by them and
loved them in turn.

Pat was also loved by his girlfriend
Bernie and their son Patrick. As with
other aspects of his life he treated

those with whom he came into contact
with a loving respect.

He became involved in the republi-
can struggle in the early 1970s and
when he was arrested in September
1976 it came as no surprise to those
who knew him. He was remanded to
Crumlin Road Jail where other republi-
cans were being held. Pat immedia

RN i s
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@ The funeral cortege on its way to Milltown Cemetery

joined with them in the s'txuggle
against the British goveml 's policy
of attempting to criminalise the repub-
lican struggle.

Sentenced in 1977 to 12 years
imprisonment Pat joined the blanket
protest and endured numerous beat-
ings from the prison screws. One such
beating was particularly severe and it
resulted in his ear-drum being rup-
tured.

Pat served a total of seven years in
prison, but this period of hardship and
torture did nothing to deter him. Upon

his release he immedia_lely be_c.nme
active in the struggle again. He joi
the local Sinn Féin cumann, where he
was thought of by all as a diligent
activist.

ecause of his involvement in the
leruggle he was targeted by the
crown forces and those who opj
the republican struggle. His family and
friends related the number of times he
wassetuponbythecmwnfmmand
beaten, harassed and arrested. Indeed,
a case of his is soon to be heard in the
Strasbourg Court of Human Rights
concerning the period of detention for
people under the PTA. ;

One of Pat’s foremost concerns in
the Movement had to do with youth.
He was especially active in youth work
and organised numerous discos for
local young people. He also worked in

‘\§~
his spare time as a disc

©® Pat McBride's son, Patrick, lays a floral tribute at his father's

Pat had many friends M" !
and outside the Republicap insigy
ment. Close friends m‘:""-‘
being “something of a rasca m“h
nary guy who was fond of (g
who was a joker. Indeed i was
ed that seconds before Py m:
Some

t was
of the office workenki.:‘m‘:m
“Typical of Pat” is
commented. foiond &hu:
Pat MacBride, who began |jj
orphan, was a man loved kh..
family of Bernie and Patrick, ot/
adopted family, the by his ]
the republican family, All et oY

missed by them all. The Repgp
Movement extends sincere sym X
to his girlfriend Bernie and soq pro).
and to the entire Keenan famly, X |

he was laughing and joki

Paddy Loughran — decades
of service to the cause

OF THE THREE MEN shot dead by RUC member Alan Moore in
the Sinn Féin advice centre on Tuesday, February 3rd, Paddy
Loughran was the oldest and perhaps the best known.

For nine years Paddy had “done
the door” in the Sinn Féin advice cen-
tce on the Falls Road. Those who used

@ Sinn Féin President Gerry Adams and party chairperson Tom Hartley shoulder Paddy Loughran's coffin

the offices, be they republican activists
from Belfast or from around the coun-
try, local people, journalists or people

ii

from other countries on fact-finding
tours, knew him as a man who was
always polite and respectful

the area was redeveloped he only
moved a short distance to Clonard
Street, the house from where his funer-
al took place.

In the early ‘70s Paddy was very
active for the republican cause. He was
one of the founder members of the
‘Rocky’ Burns/Charlie Hughes Sinn
Féin Cumann and a founder member
of the Charlie Hughes Band. He later
became Chairperson of the Lower Falls

ion C ittee and was

Paddy was born in 1931, a resident
of Scotch Street in the Pound Loney
area of Belfast. It was there that he
spent most of his life and even when

® Family and friends of p;
funeral Sa

the main motivator in collecting funds
to have a plaque erected for all the IRA
Volunteers who were killed in action
during the course of the war. He was
also Chairperson of Sinn Féin in
Belfast for a period during the ‘70s.

As a man, married with a family of
eight, Paddy was described by friends

s e
e ‘,———ﬂf
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as being of upstanding character, a|
totaller who nonetheless enjoyed |

ing more than to join his mates i
pub for a bit of craic. He was

allow age to deter him and in
leisure time he did quite a lot of w

ing.

As with other republicans

endured the indignity of being
ted

This did nothing to deter him from h
principled position that the b
have no right to remain in Ireland.

To his wife Margaret, his sons and
daughters, the Republican Mo
extends its heartfelt sympathy.




® PADDY LOUGHRAN

o

® MICHAEL O'DWYER
CHAELO

are laid to rest

FOLLOWING A FORTNIGHT in which ten nationalists were
shot dead in a series of attacks by crown forces and pro-British
death squads, Belfast was to witness a series of traumatic funer-

als as grieving relatives, friends, comrades and local communities
took to the streets of Belfast to pay their last respects and to bury

their dead.

n Wednesday, February 5th, 24

hours after the brutal attack by an
RUC man on Sinn Fein’s Advice centre
on the Falls, the funeral of Pddraig
Cléirigh, a North Belfast black taxi-
driver shot dead by the UFF at his
home on Sunday night, had barely
made its way from Milltown Cemetery
when mourners heard of yet another
sectarian atrocity, this time on the
Ormeau Road.

Earlier in the week the first victim
in this series of ten killings, Paul
Moran who was shot dead on his way
to work by a loyalist gunman, had
been buried in Lisburn. Within six
days, nine more nationalists had been

Britain’s reign of terror, whether in the
form of raids on his home or harass-
ment in the streets. He continued:

“His courage was never more evi-
dent than at the time of his death when
his actions and the actions of others in
the advice centre, undoubtedly saved
the lives of the other people in the
building at the time of the attack.”

Describing the RUC killer as
trained, bought and paid for by
Britain, McGuigan went on to say that
beyond the person who actually pulled
the trigger, the people responsible for
the triple murder were also the British
government and political and church
leaders here who have been engaging
i a paign to d ise Sinn Féin

killed, others were seriously wounded
and nationalist communities through-
out the city were once again struggling
to overcome their fear and sorrow.

With the people of the Ormeau and
Falls still reeling from the shock and
disbelief at the attacks on their com-
munities, the first funeral of one of the
victims who died during the attack on
the Sinn Féin advice centre took place
on Thursday, February 6th. The chil-
dren of Paddy Loughran wept as his
Tricolour-draped coffin was carried
from his Clonard Street home to St
Paul’s Church. Amid harrowing scenes
of family grief the funeral cortege
passed hundreds of silent people who
had lined the streets, while traffic came
to a standstill as a large crowd of sev-
eral thousand mourners made their
way up the Falls Road.

Throughout the journey, the coffin
was flanked by a guard of honour of
Sinn Féin councillors and party mem-
bers. At one stage Sinn Féin President
and local MP Gerry Adams helped to
carry the coffin.

After Requiem Mass, in which Fr
Owen O’Kane said that Paddy
Loughran had died in “the most tragic
and most regrettable circumstances”,
the funeral made its way to Milltown
Cemetery where Sinn Féin Councillor
Gerard McGuigan gave a graveside
oration.

Describing the dead man as an
“unswerving republicaf dedicated to
the cause of peace with justice in Ire-
land”, McGuigan said that Paddy
Loughran had also been a courageous
man who had never submitted to

&

and its supporters.

l laving laid Paddy Loughran to
t, less than 24 hours later the

people of the Falls once again turned
out to support two other families bury-
ing their loved ones. On the moming
of Friday, February 7th, the funeral
took place of Michael a local
man who had been in the Sinn Féin
centre, accompanied by his two-year-
old son, seeking advice when the RUC
killer struck. Carrying a single red rose
and accompanied by her eldest son
John Paul, Eileen O'Dwyer led mourn-
ers behind her husband’s coffin as the
funeral cortege made its way to St
Peter’s Cathedral for requiem Mass.
After the service Michael O’'Dwyer
was buried in Milltown Cemetery in
the grave of his mother who had died
in a loyalist bomb attack over 15 years
ago.
g"Wilhln an hour of the funeral of
Michael O’Dwyer, the cortege of the
third victim of the Sinn Féin centre
shooting made its way from Riverdale
to the nearby Church of St Michael the
Archangel. S 1 th d people
gathered to pay their last respects to
Sinn Féin activist Pat McBride, whose
Tricolour-draped coffin was carried by
senior Sinn Féin party ofﬁcials. and
flanked by local Sinn Féin councillors
a guard of honour.
= Mourners were led by Pat
McBride’s grieving parents, John and
Mary Keenan, his partner Bernie and
their two-year-old son Patrick Og.
Following Requiem Mass, t.he
funeral cortege made its way to Mill-

%
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Days of agony as v

ictims

town Cemetery where the proceedings
were chaired by Sinn Féin Councillor
Miirtin O Muilleoir who described Pat
McBride as “a decent and honourable
man who hungered and thirsted for
justice”.

elivering the graveside oration,

Sinn Féin Councillor Sean McK-
night told the silent crowd how Pat
McBride had tried to protect others by
tackling the gunman when he opened
fire in the small downstairs office on
the Falls. He continued:

“Who is Pat McBride? Was he a
hero or a villain? The media would
like us to believe he was a villain.

opnt AT vistian? vabaw T -4 HIAVAEYARN
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he met Pat during the run up to an
election:

“He questioned me closely about
the boundaries of the South Belfast
and Markets constituency. Reassured
that the town centre was within the
constituency, Pat at once set off to plas-
ter Belfast city centre, including the
Headquarters of the Official Unionists,
with Sinn Féin election posters. Pat left
his mark on the city centre and it was a

of his optimism for the future

Leaders of his church and lled
constitutional nationalists would like
us to believe he was a villain. All those
who have demonised and vilified Sinn
Féin and its supporters would like us
to believe he was a villain and they’re
the people who justified the murder of
Pat McBride.

“But we knew him differently. We
knew Pat McBride as a happy, fun-lov-
ing person, a man loved by his family,
his partner Bernie, his young son and
his friends and comrades.”

Commenting on the sterling work
Pat McBride had done amongst the
youth of the Lower Falls, McKnight
reminisced about one of the first times

as much as his courage in taking the
republican message into the heart of
this city.”

hile, the 1
Mnity of South Belfast had gath-
ered for the first funeral of one of the
victims of the UFF gun attack on Sean
Graham’s bookmakers. The Ormeau
Road came to a standstill as the funeral
cortege of 60-year-old Jack Duffin
made its way to the local chapel from
his Lower Balfour Avenue home. Local
people lined the route in silence as the
coffin of the eldest victim of Wednes-
day’s killings was carried by his sons
to St Malachy’s church for Requiem

©® Michael O'Dwyer's coffin being carried from the church

Mass. As Jack Duffin was laid to rest,
the silence which had descended on
the area in the wake of the UFF attack
did not lift as the community braced
itself for four more funerals on the fol-
lowing day.

Overcome with grief, the mother of
the youngest victim of the Ormeau
Road killings, Kathleen Kennedy, col-
lapsed in tears as the coffin of her 15-
year-old son James was carried from
the family home in Hamilton Street.
Thousands of people turned out to pay
their respects to the schoolboy and
three fellow victims, Peter Magee,
William McManus and Christy Doher-
ty at two double funerals held on Sat-
urday, February 8th. Grieving relatives
were supported by friends and neigh-
bours as the remains of their loved
ones were brought to St Malachy’s
Church for Requiem Mass. Minutes
after mourners set off to bury William
McManus and Christy Doherty at
Roselawn cemetery, the coffins of
schoolboy James Kennedy and teenag-
er Peter Magee, flanked by pupils from
the local St Augustine School, were
brought side by side into the chapel.

g
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@ Joe's mother Helen carries his coffin flanked by Sein, Chris and family members

Sorrowful homecoming
for a brave young

Irishman

“JOE MADE UP HIS OWN MIND. He saw the sham of
politics in this country. He saw the strokes. He saw emi-
gration and poverty, unemployment and the war which
has lasted for his entire life in the occupied area. And he

wanted to change it.”

These words spoken at the grave-
side of Volunteer Joseph Mac-
Manus summed up the ideals of the
young Sligo man who died on active
service with Oglaigh na hEireann in
County Fermanagh on February 5th.
The last farewell from his family
and friends in Sligo and republicans
from around the country who trav-
elled to his funeral was a touching
tribute to him as a man and as a
freedom fighter.

It was a tribute that was largely
ignored by the media, as indeed was
his death, many republicans
remarking how significant it is that
such a loss is made so little of when
an IRA Volunteer from the 26-Coun-
ty area is killed in action across the
border. The very fact that any young
person from the 26 Counties should
risk their life in the struggle is obvi-
ously seen as too dangerous to
report.

The body of Joseph MacManus
was brought across the border
which he sought to abolish, to his
home town of Sligo on Thursday
evening, January 6th. There was a
mass of riot-clad gardaf present as
the body crossed the border at
Blacklion, County Cavan. Hundreds
of people filed past the body as it
lay in state overnight with a republi-
can guard of honour at the Mac-
Manus  family home at

Maugheraboy, Sligo. On Friday
afternoon, Volunteers of Oglaigh na
hEireann fired a volley of shots in
final salute to Joe at the the Republi-
can Plot in Sligo Cemetery where he
himself had marched with his com-
rades many times to annual Easter
commemorations.

A huge crowd gathered outside
the home on Friday evening for the
removal to Sligo Cathedral. The cof-
fin, draped in the Tricolour with a

-

® Volunteers of Oglaigh na h-Eireann fire a final salute to Joseph

MacManus at the Republican Plot in Sligo C

black beret and gloves and the jer-
sey of Corinthians Football Club,
and flanked by an eight-person

Ry
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y on Friday

republican guard of honour, made
its way slowly to the church led by a
lone piper. Friends and relatives

@ Joseph's parents Helen and Seén and brother Chris (right) bid their last sad farewell

took it in turns to carry the coffin.
There was a large Garda presence
all along the route to the cathedral
and in the churchyard.

The funeral on Saturday was
attended by a crowd of over
1,500 people. At requiem mass a
haunting lament for Joe was played
on the flute and at the end family
members carried him out of the
church to begin his last journey. The
coffin was carried the entire way
from the cathedral through the
streets of Joseph’s native town
where so many who knew him
were, as the priest officiating at the
mass had pointed out, stunned at
his death and sharing the grief of his
loss with his family.

Following the prayers at the
graveside in Sligo Cemetery, Sinn
Féin Vice-President Pat Doherty
began the republican ceremony by
paying tribute to the MacManus
family and recalling when he had
last met Joseph:

“A few short months ago we met
by chance on a bus. We talked about a
lot of things, about family matters —
some of my own children would be of
the same age as Joseph. We talked of
his involvement in sport and football,
his involvement in school and the
time he spent in the Regional College
in Sligo. And in the course of the con-
versation I realised that Joe had left
the Regional College and I queried
him as to why this was and he told me
that he felt that it wasn't right that the
people of the Six Counties had to suf-
fer and endure British occupation on
their own, that he felt that there was

' an onus on everybody in Ireland to

play their part in the removal of those
forces. Then I realised that Joe had left
e so that he could play his part
in that effort to remove those unjust
and illegal forces. And when Joseph
got off the bus a good few miles from
his own home town, I realised further
that not only had he decided to com-
mit himself in that direction but he
had left home and he had left his par-
ents to enable himself to be closer to
the border and to involve himself, as
he saw it, in the removal of those
unjust and illegal forces.
““That is my last memory of
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it
“The MacManus family are my
friends. Many of us through the

" years when Joeand Chris were only

wee lads, had our'tea there, many a
time had a bed there. Many 2 time
until the spare room was sorted out
I had Joe's bed or Chris’s bed. And
when we left, the MacManus family
worried about us and were con-
cerned about us. So when the news
that Joe MacManus was the Volun-
teer who had been killed in Fer-
managh came tome in West Belfast,
my sorrow was personal. Oglaigh
na hEireann had lost a Volunteer,
the MacManus family had lost a son
and a brotherand | had lost a friend.
““He was only 21. Intelligent,
good looking (though I never would
have said thatto him in the slagging
that went on during the times that I
was in and out ofthe house) a foot-
baller. Funny enough he was born
just after Jack Lynch said ‘We will
not stand idly by’ and just before
Bloody Sunday. ‘
““Parents here¢ will share and
acknowledge and 2ppreciate the joy
of a child. All theearly days, his first
day in school, the first steps he took,
the first time he cursed, the girl-
friends, maybe hetwas spoiled a bit,
headstrong, a bif cheeky like all of
us at that age, his first pint. Ang
ts are bound to ask ‘I 3 o
fault?” If Sedn orHelen think for o
moment it’s theif Bult that the;

was killed in Fumanagh, ‘h:yfs::
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igration and poverty, unemploy-
f:;.g::nd the war which has gsgd
for his entire life in the occupied
area. And he wanted to change it. So
what could he do? If Sedn or Helen
have doubts they should ask them-
selves that. What could he do?
Could he join Fianna F4il? Fine
Gael? The PDs? The Workers Party?
Of course he could. But he had
integrity. And if Sedn and Helen are
to blame for anything, they are to
blame for giving their son integrity.

“Maybe in these days of national
confusion, in these days of censorship,
maybe many of Joe’s non-republican
friends don’t understand — and that's
fair enough. He had a secret life.
never guesscd for a minute that he
was a Volunteer. Pat Doherty only
guessed because of a chance meeting
on a bus. How could Mary, his girl-
friend, know? How could the lads on
the football team know? How could
his social friends know? How could
they understand today? But they do
know one thing. Because they knew
the man they know that he wasn't a
terrorist. They don’t even have to
agree with him. They only have to
look at their own acquaintance with
him and they know, agree or disagree,
that Joe MacManus was a freedom
fighter.

“Last night I was in the Markets
area of South Belfast. A man
stopped me and he asked me when
the funeral for the lad from Sligo
was. And he said ‘It’s a pity you
know, he didn’t have to fight but we
do.” So the republicans throughout
this island and especially in the Six
Counties know what Joe MacManus
lived and died for.

“’Pearse, often misquoted, had

words for national confusion. Nuair

a scriobh sé agus a duirt sé:
‘Mise Eire,
Sinne mé n4 an Cdilleach Béara,
Moér mo ghléir,
Mé do rug Clichulainn créga.
Mér mo ndire,
Mo chlann féin a dhiol a
mathair.”

thing is bein,
g is g don
cuc:ngm in Ireland. It's the Ppolitics of
m:us;sd hi: l]::se MacManus, so young,
° us youth to live th i-
tics 9[ the big lie. But it's hardleyi?nl:u
ll:ikmmg_ th_al the British can behave
e this given that there is no pres-

e to solve the

- sure from Dublin for them to do

anything else.”

dams referred to the new i
Apremier Albert Reynolds’[)sut::ler:
ment that he would put no Limits on
Z\;s“seffort to achieve peace. Republi-

were “justifi ical”
R, éusbhably Cynical” about

“Much more than rhetoric j
needed and Albert Reyna]d:rl:'\cu,si
kpow this. For 70 years, and espe-
cially the last 20 years, the British
ha\{e produced various structures
wl'uc!\ have all failed to address the
core issues which create the conflict
Wwhich has us gathered here at this
graves.ide as we have gathered
many times in the last 20 years.

Wh.at is required is a peace pro-
cess which can demilitarise the situ-
ation. Such a process must be
inclusive. That is what is desired by
everyone but most especially the
people who I represent. And that is
what Mr Reynolds should initiate as
part of the process of agreeing with
the British how they should leave
our country. He should tel!
Major that l}}’te time has passeli!?l'}i‘\:
British must leave.

““I think the best tribute that
can be paid to Joe MacManus is
one which the family paid in a
statement in their name. I'll read it
to you now: ‘Our son and brother,

Vol Joseph MacM
was killed in action in Fermanagh
on Wednesday, February 5th. We
respect his decision to join Oglaigh
na hEireann. He did not take that
step lightly. Joseph believed as we
do, that our country will never
have peace until Britain leaves Ire-
land and its people are free to
decide their own future. We are
deeply proud of him. In our own

“Nior dhfol chlann MacManus
n6 Oglach S h MacM a

1 grief we are also thinking

méthair. And one of the reasons
why a young man of 21 leaves this
part of Ireland to go to the North is
because ‘a chlann féin” has sold their
mother. One of the reasons why the
agony of the Six Counties continues
is because the Dublin government
has done nothing of substance to
end it

“The Ormeau Road massacre is
in line with the Dublin and Mon-
aghan bombings, McGurk’s bar—
all milestones littering Joe Mac-
Manus’s life, and they won't be end-
ed by meetings in Downing Street.
They will only be ended when the
conditions which spawned them are
tackled. And that meeting, coming
this week, like Peter Brooke’s tenure
at Stormont, is based upon the poli-

d
al the removal of Volunteer Joseph

of all those other families who
have suffered and are suffering as
we are today.

Sean, Helen and Chris Mac-
Manus.’

“T want to add my own support
to that tribute and on your behalf
and on behalf of all the people
throughout the hidden Ireland, the
pri all active republi to
offer our cémhbhrén, our condo-
lences to Sean, to Chris and to Helen

and to Joe’s girlfriend Mary.
“In the Six Counties where the
blican family is than

in the 26 Counties, at a time like
this the family of a dead freedom
fighter can be assured that in the
days and months ahead the repub-
lican family will gather around
and watch over and mind and
help that family. Here in Sligo, the
republican family might not be as
large perhaps as we would like it
to be. But I am sure that you who
belong to it will in the days a{\d
weeks and months ahead a.smst
and help the MacManus family to
get over their sad grief. I can also,
Iamsure,commitallofushem to
keep moving forward until the
day when Joe MacMaf\us’s com-
rades can lay down their weapons.
When our children can live a life
free from foreign imperialism and
occupation and when all of us can
build in our lovely,. beautiful
country, 2 society which reﬂect.s
allofourneedsandallofourasp:-

rations.”

Volunteer Joseph MacManus

THE DEATH in action of another IRA Volunteer from
the 26-County area — Jim Lynagh in 1987 — had a deep
and enduring affect on the young Joe MacManus.
According to his comrades it was shortly after attending
the funeral in County Monaghan of Lynagh, killed in the
Loughgall ambush in County Armagh, that Joe made the

decision to join the ranks of Oglaigh na

ireann. While

the sacrifice of Jim Lynagh was one of the factors on the
road to Joe volunteering his services to the IRA, it cer-

tainly wasn't the only one.

oe was born the first son of

Js!rongly republican parents

e4n and Helen MacManus, in
Willesden, North London, where
his father was working, in May
1970. The family moved back to
Ireland when Joe was six years of
age and he attended Scoil Ursula
and St John's national schools in
Sligo and Summerhill College
where he sat the Leaving Certifi-
cate in 1988. He went on to Sligo
Regional Technical College (RTC)
to follow a business studies
course which eventually he left to
devote himself more fully to the
national liberation struggle.

Joe lived his young life to the
full and was very active in the
field of sports. He won medals
for St Mary’s Gaelic Football
Club, Sligo at all junior levels and
only recently received a medal
with Coolera GFC. He played a
lot of soccer as well, playing at

senior level for both Collegians
and Corinthians who recently
won the Sligo Super League.

oe was an extremely outgoing,

lively character who made
many friends in his short but
active life. He is remembered by
all who knew him as an easygo-
ing and popular socialiser. One
person described Joe as being “so
laid back that his head was
almost touching the ground”’,

His relaxed and happy-go-
lucky nature possibly deceived
those not aware of the more seri-
ous side of Joe’s life. He was a
voracious reader of history and
politics and his understanding of
Irish republicanism was deep an

of Sinn Féin’s Ard Chombhairle
and served for four years as party
chairperson. He succeeded the
late John Joe McGirl as the Sinn
Féin general election candidate in
the Sligo/Leitrim constituency.
The MacManus family home has
often been the scene of Garda
Special Branch raids over the
years, giving Joe a firsthand
insight into the nature of 26-
County collaboration with British
rule in Ireland.

Joe’s reading of Irish history,
his awareness of the turbulent sit-
uation in the occupied Six Coun-
ties, only a few miles up the road
from his native Sligo, his knowl-
edge of Irish republican philoso-
phy, but above all his inherent
integrity led him to throw him-
self fully into the fight for nation-
al liberation.

+ As he recently told Sinn Féin’s
Pat Doherty, he felt that the fight
against British occupation could
not be left to the nationalist peo-
ple of the Six Counties alone. It
was the duty, he said, of every
Irish person to oppose it. Joe paid
dearly for his bravery and
integrity in the cause of Irish free-
dom. J'['l'ue Republican Movement

d
clear-sighted. He was involved in
local Sinn Féin activities in Sligo
for several years before his
involvement with the IRA.

Joe's father, Sedn, is a member

deepest sympathy to his
father Sedn, mother Helen, broth-
er Chris and to his girlfriend
Mary. I measc laochra na hEire-
ann go raibh sé.
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IN BRIEF...

Belfast justice groups in Dublin
THE REALITY OF LIFE for nationalists living under British

Priorities and
values

N BY DARA
MacNEILL

IT'S A MATTER OF PRIORITIES REALLY,
priorities and values. The day after the Ormeau
Road slaughter the English media were in no
doubt as to what their priorities were.

“All Party Support After
Ashdown Admits Affair”,
said the Guardian. The news
that a “Loyalist Attack
Leaves 5 Dead” received
about one tenth of the space
on the front page. Inside,
the Ashdown story got two
full pages all to itself;
analysis, comment, a full
case history, a debate over

an irrepressibly delinquent
child faced with evidence of
their offspring’s latest
misdeeds.

Imagine if those killings
had occurred in some
sleepy home counties
hamlet. Back page? Not a
chance. The Irish media

- betray a fundamentally

partitionist view in their

the ethics of reporting reports on the North. When

private lives. No comment it comes to violence the

on the ethics of relegating English media take the

the slaughter of five — two attitude that it’s ‘over there’,

of them still schoolchild: not our problem but

— to the back page. ‘theirs’... ‘the rest of us don’t
The Independent carry on like that’. We're

followed suit. Ashdown top
of the page, five murders
below — below the fold, a
newspaper way of saying
‘not really a priority’. These
were just two of the papers,
but their reaction typifies
the rest. And by the way,
carried just below the
Guardian’s masthead runs
the legend ‘Newspaper of
the Year’.

Some years ago, a
newspaper in desperation
for a lead story ran the
following headline: “Small
Earthquake in Chile, Not
Many Killed”. In the wake
of the Ormeau Road
killings, it was almost as if
the British press was saying,
“Shooting in Belfast, Not
Many Killed”.

In the days that followed
we were treated to the usual
sort of article that emanates
from the English press at
times like these, the sort
that leans heavily on
~hrases lik= “ cycles of
violence”, “senseless
killings” and, above all is
characterised by a tone of
utter perplexity. It’s a tone
that says, “Oh my God,
what can we do?” — like
the upstanding parents of

&S
=
=

just here to wring our hands
and occupy the moral high
und.

And yet when any
attempt is made to put
unity or withdrawal on the
agenda the erring populace
of the Six Counties are, with
lightening speed, re-
admitted to the Empire.
Hands off, it's ours! Perhaps
the most revealing comment
was made by a BBC radio
reporter the morning after
Ormeau Road. “What can
we do, send more troops?”
Even the militaristic Nixon
administration was
eventually forced to
concede that more troops
would not secure victory.

Curiously, the English
media find themselves in a
situation not unlike that
faced by their Irish
counterparts in the ‘70s.
Outrage only goes so far.
After that it’s put up or shut
up. To give Ireland the sort
of coverage it is entitled to
would invariably lead to
difficult questions being
asked by the public. So the
North is relegated and
cosier, more reader-friendly
domestic issues take
precedence. Ireland, unlike

| We've been

‘. <39 | together
e now for
Vs 8N 40 years

AT™

gun on himself

NHO

Mr Ashdown's activities, is
a foreign affair.

uriously enough, there

'was one voice of sanity
amidst all the guff, and
from a most unexpected
quarter too — the southern
economics-oriented paper,
the Sunday Business Post
(SBP). The SBP, on February
8th, contained an editorial
which made the sort of
observations and asked the
sort of questions that have
for years been confined to
publications like this one.

Condemnation of the
IRA is, it pointed out, all the
ruling elites in both
countries have to offer.
Thus, it notes the disparity
between that and the
“scarcely concealed
contempt” for ordinary
Catholics that is the
hallmark of the Northern
statelet — as exemplified by
the Nelson case.

Where, the SBP
pertinently asked, are the
sweeps of loyalist ghettos,
the saturation security, the
use of the SAS to ‘take out’
potential assassins? How
are such killings carried out
in such a highly secured
area — under the noses of
observation posts? And the
most pertinent question of
all. Where, in all this

“casual” slaughter of
Catholics that has run for
decades now, are the Dublin
government? “To the shame
of the Dublin

occupation is being brought to Dublin with a visit to the city by
a number of Belfast-based justice groups. The various groups,
who are in Dublin for a series of meetings, appeared at a
conference on Wednesday, February 12th, to highlight several
campaigns concerning the administration of justice in the Six
Counties.
They included the Voice of the I and Beech Five, paigr
involving parents of gers h d and brutalised in RUC dy, one
of whom — Damien Austin — is currently the subject of an Amnesty
International ‘Urgent Action Order’.

They described some of the treatment including physical and mental torture
received by ten West Belfast youths when they were arrested, detained and
placed onmandbycmwnfomduﬁngl”l.mtmmuinonmndin
Crumlin Road Jail on trumped up charges of invol: t in various incidents.
The youths and their p are ly ing the charges against
them and say that their arrest and detention can only be seen as youth
internment.

Jim Neeson of the Casement Park Accused, which is campaigning on behalf
of the 40 or so people convicted in showtrials after the killing of two undercover
British soldiers at a republican funeral in 1988 also attended. Although the court
has admitted that none of the accused carried out the killings, 40 people have
been convicted and sentenced, five of them to life imprisonment.

Also at the press was a rep ive of Relati for Justice,
which consists of family members of people shot dead by the state in
controversial circumstances and shoot-to-kill operations.

administration, it has
scarcely raised a finger to . -
ameworidaenintove | New campaign for Nicky Kelly
almost casual process of A c & 1 e ‘.
genocide being conducted new campaign is to be aunched. urging the Dublin
against Belfast’s small government to hold an independent public inquiry into the case
Catholic community.” of Nicky Kelly.
Of course, if the rrested in 1976, Kelly
proposals to revoke Articles was subjected to
Two and Three of the 1937 torture at the hands of the
Constitution is carried, then | notorious Heavy Gang then
Dublin will henceforth be operating within the gardaf
absolved of all and signed a forced
responsibility for that and confession implicafing
other communities like it. himself in the Sallins mail
They will become British train robbery. He was
ditizens and an exclusi ibsequently d to
British problem. Neat. 12 years in prison.
The SBP’s contribution Following a major
was clear and p ing. It " and . 1
ill d, by compari paign, including the
that when all is said and intervention of Amnesty
done the English media do International and Church
not really consider the leaders, Kelly was
North a part of their state. dramatically released
What the SBP demonstrated | having served a third of
was that all this is his sentence.
happening here, at home. Upon his release the
Nearer to Dublin than, say, government publicly

Cork or Kerry. This is nota
foreign place, these are not
foreign people. Why do we
allow our government —
whoever they may be this
week — to act as if they are?

eSS )

[ty

Daily Exp

THE MILLIONAIRES' CLUB GIVES

YOU A

REVENGE OF THE

TERMINATOR

invited Kelly to take a
civil action for false
imprisonment and assault
and battery against the
state but six weeks later
made a u-turn importing the inf; Lord Denning jud from the
British judicial system, to block his action.

The Denning jud dopted from the Birmingh

©® NICKY KELLY

Six case implies
that

”nlepubﬁch\temtmnsomeﬁmbebewumadbyh\pﬁsuﬁngh\mt
persons rather than allowing a court case to proceed that might undermine an
institution of the state.”

Dublin City Council recently passed a motion calling on Mary Robinson to.
grant a Presidential pardon to Nicky Kelly.

The campaigr ived from a ber of British politicians
that they will raise the Kelly case at at the Dublin-London interparliamentary
forum and in the EC parliament.

Sectarian gun attack

A Catholic taxi-driver narrowly escaped death in a loyalist
murder bid on Thursday, February 6th. The man was answering
a call that brought him past the West Circular Road, a main
route through loyalist districts of West Belfast, when gunmen
fired on his car.
The attack falls into the pattern of sectarian attacks on taxi-dris ivers used by the
loyalists in recent ths. On this h er, an initial call to the
depot for a car was cancelled. When answering the second call for a cab the
driver drove into the ambush as he drove
in all were fired at the car and its lone occupant who was uninjured. ;
This attack, coming in a particularly bloody week for nationalists, was a
reminder of the ease with which these death squads operate and reinforce the
need for nationalists to be vigilant at all times.
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__Reviews

Dublin governments, talking to
republicans lest his party’s

His ivory tower overlooks all
others. In a joint interview with

4
monopoly at the conference Fortnight magazine last Septem-
table is broken. In fact, this is ber the Church of Ireland Pri-
the first time that John has ever mate, Archbishop Robin Eames,
so graciously invited anyone, in his opening remarks appeared
. besides his party, to talk to us! tentatively more conciliatory
; But let us leave that aside towards republicans than did
ul I Ie IS because in politics — as I sup- Daly. In fact, it's easy to imagine
pose in moral teaching — how difficult it would befOfm
Ee - inconsistency is something of a prising F t
€] 0 principle. ¢ mbm:hm&;ndmka
Finally, let us also leave IRA whilst ‘s quaran!
‘ B BY DANNY MORRISON  aside his incorrect analyss of EREE
the situation which is that But talks there have to be.
Britain is now neutral in this Even if talks change nothing,
OUR DIFFERENCES I have to agree with conflict, that the SDLP’s strate- lines of communication will have
g - gy is a low-risk one (doesn’t been laid down. Is it Cardinal
Hun;le sdtotallt)l"{:x\shl:led aFtack on tt};\e ch:r;:lhn B ol ALt vidleeiand Daly's pride wehich keeps him
R oonothing ut snipe from the sidelines, that a just settlement is more from talking to the IRA or to Sinn
fter admonitions, fudgy recommendations and likely to emerge if the IRA Féin? Or his politics? It cannot be
ieaningless condemnations (which offer little real ﬂ\mw'So ix}:ﬂ:_dwwell e L mepmmmh:i:gm 'l;:dﬂlsk of
. : why did Jol e us in
pmfort to the bereaved) without ever once looking at o Rnﬁio i he:f"vu e ‘;Ybe e
he mote in their own eye. clearly frustrated by the contin- with that type of credibility.
) 0 they really believe that them... and get them to stop.” uous calls from church leaders @ JOHN HUME I want to be associated with
L7 photo-opportunities of Let us leave aside the cant — but particularly from Cardi- 2 . e ¥ folk like Paddy Loughran, who
hemselves grinning at each moral tone of Hume's lan- nal Cahal Daly — for the politi- ~ Want to deviate from it. His This is the supposition that in death was treated as second
her at every turn is going to guage, his little lapse into fun-  cians to re-open dialogue with ~ stance even eamedhima nationalists will become des- class.
lead to reconciliations? damentalism. Who does he each other. rebuke from an Irish Times edi- perate and thus agree to a mea- 1want to be identified with a
- Hume was speaking on think he is, tackling the rev- torlal last week. And he would  sure like intem.metvn (on the young IRA Volunteer like Joseph
ladio Ulster’s Newsbreak when  erend reverends this way? hen Brooke’s Talks col- be worried nboyf Dulen — falsehood that it will end McManus, whose decision to
isuddenly and uncharacteris- Well, in Hume's favour is lapsed last July the gener-  8ome comrade jt's turning out attacks like that on the Ormeau  become a republican and enter
ly turned on the church the fact that he talked to the al perception was that the to be — becoming wobbly on Road) or become so demor- the North and leave behind all
He said: “Ifyou have ~ IRA and to Sinn Féin and loyalists were to blame. How-  his Hillsborough Treaty: wor-  alised and weary that they'll comforts and a thousand easy
fic advice for me or my would, presumably, talk again  ever, in the more recent ried that his negotiating power  accept less than their dm‘;e; options has the power to astonish
then give it to me. And tomorrow if it were mutually attempts to resurrect the talks with Britain will be weakened But Hume knl:‘ws hat just me.
e same (o the other parties. purposeful. True, one could say  (pre-dating Major's to-do) it and worried that his party may s damaging to t Dn:bmh“ Our blood, sweat and tears,
{slop pretending you are sit-  that that’s not such a big deal had been the SDLP which had lose support to Sinn Féin as a cause as w"“‘g‘“‘:" lCu:"ha'l, our suffering and sacrifices, our
in the middle or sitting in  Might even gain him a national-  been cautious of getting consequence. the stance ol inal Cahal commitment and resolve, are the
y tower advising every-  ist vote or two. [ know that. You  involved. Hume reasons Furthermore, Hume knows  Daly, the most pro-British pri- factors which will bring recogni-
y else.” know that. But he did talk. And  correctly that in these less than ~ — and should publicly call mate Ireland has ever had. Lord tion of our right to be included in
e went on: “My appeal to talk is the operative word. favourable ¢ jon to the fact — that 'lhn Gerry Fm’wiu\ a crozier. deciding the future of this coun-
leaders is — talk to Against Hume is his incon-  party will be the one under leaders of the Ulster Unionist Hume's riposte, therefore, try.
llitary organisations, the s Thatis, he has talked  most pressure to compromise,  Party and the DUP cynically was aimed more at needling Let those like Cardinal Daly
in your camp. Talk to to the IRA and to Sinn Féinbut  We don't know exactly what view the UFF/UVF terror cam-  Cardinal Daly who has rep who postpone that inevitable day
Because you are the peo- Lord he’s not one bit keen on Hume's concept of a just settle- pdmn;auulumo«nlmtlxm- lyexmdwann:h;m carry share of guilt on their
tho should be talking to anyone else, or the London or ment is but clearly he doesn’t alists as politically beneficial ment not to talk to republicans.
- o o has been a torrid season so far  opportunity to the wealth of
: rt for the Tribesmen. Yet I expect footballing talent on view to
1 I Ite all Ill Ig them to go well once more in fully display their skills.
a the cup. In their last few league Wales will provide stiff
4 games they have shown defi- opposition in a game that
nite signs of a reawakening, a marks the beginning of the road
Y good omen for a sustained cup  to the USA in 1994 for both
week ahead for s SR
\ ple’s tip to lift the trophy. Since  a strike-force including Dean
p Chi they have p d Saunders, Mark Hughes and
. ° up the league after an indiffer- Ryan Giggs must pose a major
| I] ent first half of the season. They threat to Ireland’s proud home
I IS Soccer retain the nucleus of last year’s  record under Jack Charlton.
side which finished league run-  Wales’ main flaws are in
; ps and unless fi defence but they can hardly be
; dence stumps them, the as porous as last year in Wrex-
Leesiders should get off to a ham when a Quinn-inspired
a I I S M BY BREANDAN Mac RUAIRI winning start at hg:e to Ireland easily aucce:::g witha
Dublin junior side Edenmore. 3-0 scoreline.
In the remaining four Charlton has a number of
IS WEEKEND is one of the more important dates ;u:l;s Kevin Moran’s old problem areas which require
n the local soccer calendar with the first round of the ub, Pegasus, have every attention if the World Cup
3 . chance at home of defeati ifying campaign is to be
Al cup taking place. As usual the potenbal.for t-h.e first division Limerick c:'l:;.s mmlg g;'a‘lkeeper,
xpected and the entertaining is great. Despite being Cobh Ramblers should edge centre-back and attack. New.
bvershadowed by Gaelic sport and under increasing out lacklustre Monaghan Utd, ~ players must be blooded in
pressure from televised football in England, League of x:‘;mm: ;‘{:";’:m,um m":"?“{‘. (! wfd"?;
eland soccer has maintained a good standard and Celtic versus Moyle Park are such experimentation. The
etains a limited but dedicated following among the ﬁndsz bﬁn«d. mnnagerbis n:ell:riﬂ\out
pu The s iti who's going to be victori- i ut being a cauti
i ubl;:t I'L}ju sulc;‘emf the FAI cup competition has o b e e 1 o e ATl S
150 GONEE J yae feel this could well be Cork City’s ~ cess. Packie Bonner may well
unday’s fixture list throws ~ major shock if non-league Col- year with last year's finalists Gal- ~ return to form and John Byrne
up some intriguing clashes.  lege Corinthians can upset “The way and Shamrock Rovers good ~ may operate as an adequate
e feature game has to be the Reds”, at Tolka Park. Derry, gy outside bets. We shall see. foil for Niall Quinn. But it is
Dublin derby between old however, will have to fight all o 4 a 5 v the two key centre-back spots
fivals St Patrick’s Athletic and the way against gritty "‘g:“' = L kn:ﬂs:;:::x}::glskga dﬁ;tg:l be mo:;::ﬁm:;o
Phamrock Rovers at Harold’s soned cu ters Sligo Rovers ill partner Quinn? > 3 EUparinare
IBross. [n recent encotimbers at the B,:\dﬁ;‘:dj_ Premier ® Who will ] : W_ed.nsday nftemo_on as u\e ageing rapidly while the aspi-
between the clubs ‘Pat’s’ have league sides Athlone, Drogheda  journey to Bray will create no Celtic travel to Waterford confi-  Irish team play their ﬁ!st inter-  rants are young and
d the edge, buf Rokets hath and Dundalk all face tricky first  fears for last y“{',hﬂ?,cmm_ dent mld'wytot?unpulw mh_mal oﬂhzyul:,uusume unproven.
im ved markedly of late and djvisionopposiﬁanandanya! nows Ashtownvilla. Leinster over on a struggling home aglmstWal.s.Itwt.lhlsobeﬂn 'l'heslupe.pltte‘mlamlout-
Might just prevail over a club them could come a cropper. Senior League side Bluebell Utd  team. first soccer international to be comeofu\ehon}ende_speﬂor-
Whose off-field problems seem Giantkilling is the aspiration should enjoy their trip to Daly- Holders Galway Utd begin  played at the Ballsbridge venue. ~ mance should give a significant
10 cas( o shadow over theiron-  of all lower league clubsincup  mount Park, as home side their defence with a home tie 'l'hegfml.lmllplaymg surface Il\di’mhonoflww Ireland’s soc-
field exploits. On league form compeﬁﬁnnmdl[zwpouibiﬁ- Bohemians recall how they fell against Cork junior club Fer- P an imp tr: cer are likely to fare
Derry City and Shelbourne tics for such acts certainly pre-  to similar opposition in St Fran-  moy: Firmly rooted to the bot-  {o the long grass and bumps of  out over the next two and a half
my fancied. It will be a sent themselves on Sunday. A cis two years ago. Wayside tom of the premier division, it Lansdowne Road and givesan  years.

—
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Nuacht

An rialtas nua
agus Teilifis na

Gaeilge

D'iarr Conradh na Gaeilge an Sathairn seo caite ar Taoiseach nua
na 26 Contae, Ailbhe Mac Rahgnaill, na gealltiinti poibli a thug an
t-iar-Thaoiseach, Cathal O hEochaidh, agus an tAire Cumarsaide,
Séamas O Braon4in, thar ceann Fianna F4il Teilifis na Gaeilge a
bhuni le linn na bliana seo 1992 a chomhlfonadh.

Le linn chruinnit de Choiste Gné
Chonradh na Gaeilge, léirfodh
buairt maidir leis an leagan amach
neamhnafoch i leith stit-urrd ar na

nGaeilge a sfleadh a thug Ailbhe Mac

Raghnaill le tuiscint ag preas-6c4id

nuair a thoghadh é mar cheannaire ar
i Fail.

Glacadh leis go raibh an Raghnal-
lach fébharach don Ghaeilge. Ach
fachthas gur ¢ leas na tire é d4 dtab-
harfadh sé sin le taispedint ar slf
dheimhneach.

Ar Feabhra 12 d’éisigh Uachtarin
Chonradh na Gaeilge, Proinsias

nghusa an réiteas seo a leanas:

""Ctis déchais a bhfuil réite agus
tugtha le fios ag an T4naiste agus Aire
na Gaeltachta Seén Mac Liam agus ag
an Aire Cumarsdide Méire Geoghegan
Quinn maidir le Teilifis na Gaeilge.

“Nfor mhiste anois brost leis an
getlobair is g4 chun go mbeadh an
tseirbhis riachtanach seo ar f4il faoi
dheireadh na bhliana seo mar a gheal-
ladh chomh minic sin.

“T4 an t-eolas teicnidil ar fad ar f4il
cheanna féin. Toil pholiatiochta at4
anois ag teastdil le seasamh ar an
mbealach is cumasaf leis na nGaeilge
agus leis an nGaeltacht.”

‘fhiiltigh an Feachtas Néisitinta
Téilfise roimh an cinneadh a
déanadh aireacht sinsearach a

choroin

rud déantasach ar ofréil acu.

Bh( sé cluinte go minic againn an
tseachtain seo caite nach bhfuil
ctirsaf as smacht, ach a mhalairt, t4
rud faoi smacht. Bhf sé réite ag cean-
naire an RUC, Hugh Annesley fid,
agus é ina sheasamh i 14r B6thar
Ormeau taobh amuigh de Sean Gra-
ham'’s. An raibh s€ ag ré4 go bhfuil ctir-
saf faoi smacht aige n6 an é go bhfuil
na dumharf6irf dilseacha faoi smacht
aige? Go h-dirithe anois ar dheireadh
trialach Brian Nelson.

Mar is gnith don mheénchu-
marsédide ardafodh an fear a bhf ar
chiil ionsaithe ar an phobail niisidnta.
Nif raibh barrafocht sna nuachtéin faoi
fior-saol Nelson. Labhair siad ar an
eagla laethidl faoina raibh Nelson
agus faoi an chéasadh scéifar a
imriodh air i ldmha a chomrédaithe
agus iad ag baint feidhm as preabanna

Céastoir ar son an

B LE JOE McQUILLAN H3

Bhi an chostilacht ar an sheachtain seo caite gurb ceann dena
seachtaine aba fhiochmhéra é fiti de réir tarldintf na Sé Chot-
nae. Ar an drochuair bionn tragéidi na seachtaine seo caite,
agus na 23 anuas curtha chuig an bhalla a tiisce agus a tuir-
lingfonn na polaiteoirf “bunreachttila” ar stéitse na h-eachtra ar
nos ealta badhba. Bionn achan ceann acu ag déanamh iarrachta
na polaiteoir roimhe a shart le abairti dhéistin agus dhaoradh.
Bionn rud amhdin i geoitianta acu, bfonn siad ag iarraidh a
mbeathéisnéisin polaititila féin a ardd. Ag an am cheanna nil

leictreach. Nf dhéarna mérén acu
tricht go raibh Nelson féin tugtha do
tsdid an céasaigh seo.

Il973 d’fhuadaigh Nelson agus beirt
eile fear darbh ainm Gerard Hig-
gins. Glacadh Higgins chuig
clubtheach dflseacht. D'imir Nelson
céasadh air le preabanna leictreach,
coinnfdh téibhléid crof riach h

© BRIAN NELSON

1 i b 1a’ 1

12 h a
ar aghaidh leo agus ag caint na réitéis
caite.go f6ill, tuilleadh saighdidirf,
tuilleadh SAS, imtheorannii agus coisc
ar an UDA. Nfor obair ceann acu
luaite san am até caite. T4 barrafocht
saighdidir de chuid airm na
b ine againn, timth
annc heanna féin faoi clidach
cidirteanna ‘Diplock’, t4 coisc ar an
UVE, UFF agus Oglaigh na hEireann
agus m4 briitear an UDA faoi talamh
an réiteoidh sin an fadbh?
Tri bhliana fiche tharainn agus nfor
ioh laiteoirf b, htala’

annud

1

uaidh, buaileadh € le gunna agus
cuireadh a chuid gruaige trf thine.
Deirtear go raibh an t-4dh leis nach
marafodh é ansin, ach fuair sé bés
tamaillin ina dhiaidh de thairbhe ar an
drochide. Daoradh Nelson chun
seacht mbliana prfostntacht an uair
sin. Bheadh sé suimiiil f4il amach cé
mhead duine eile mar Nelson at4 faoi
smacht na bhf6rsaf “‘dIL.*

Idir an dh4 linn bfonn na

ghnap

dada. T4 réitéis polaititla scaoilte saor
acu agus ag eagrafochtaf créifeacha
“neamh-polaititla”. M4 t4 siad déirfre
c4 thuige nach labhrafonn siad lena
daone sitid a bhfuil an chumhacht acu
réiteach a shocrd in 4it labhairt féthu.
Cé acu is maith leo né nach maith, n{
bheidh réiteach mura bhfuil daoine a
labhrafonn thar cheann Oglaigh na
hEireann agus na eagrafochtaf
dilseach bainte sa dfospéireacht.

Banna Poblachtdnach Fluait Pollock

dhéanamh athuair don
aireacht Ghaeltachta —
bhi sé faoi ascail Char-
lie le déanaf. Ddirt an
gripa gur rud an cin-
neadh seo ““a chin-
ntionn go mbeidh guth
na Gaeilge agus na
Gaeltachta le cloiste4il
ag bord an rialtais

Mar aon le seo
d’fhéiltigh an grapa
roimh ceapachdin de
bean 6n Ghaeltacht ina
aire chumarséid. Bean {
a bhfuil tar éis “a
mishéstacht le laghad
na gcliracha Gaeilge ar
an teilifis curtha in idil
aici go minic.

T4 cruinnit lorgtha
ag an griipa lena moltai
faoi bealach teilifise a
bhunt a bhrd chun
tosaigh ar chldir an
chabinéid nua.

FAOI LATHAIR nil difir idir
Gaillimh agus diteanna uir-
beacha eile sa tir nuair até fis
na Gaeilge i gceist. T4 blathd ar
ranganna do fhoghlaim 6ichi
agus do daoine a raibh Gaeilge
acu trath ach a lig d6 dul i laige
thar na blianta. T4 buntéiste
amhdin ag Gaillimh, 4fach. T4
an Gaeltacht thart timpeall ar
an dit agus ta cuid den chathair
fid ina limstéar oifigidil na
Gaeltachta. Tugann cuirteoiri
faoi dheara cé chomh 4isiiil
agus atd Gaeilge i saol mhuin-
tir na cathrach agus an tseach-
tain seo tugadh seans de lucht
ghné Gaillimhe a péirt féin a
ghlacadh san fhorbairt seo,
nuair a chuir Conradh na
Gaeilge cirsaf Gaeilge do lucht
ghné ar fail.
#1s rud difritil ar fad seo 6 na gnith-
cursaf Gaeilge a bhionn ar stil tim-
peall na cathrach’, arsa Paula Nic
Cionnaith, an duine a reacht4il an
ciirsa agus a mbeidh ina mdinteoir

we WANT
) >
OUR

| ANGUAGE

i gcoinne easpa Gaeilge ar RTE
— An bhfuil ré nua romhainn anois
= — A

Ag dul chun cinn
sa Ghaillimh

B LE EOGHAN MAC
CORMAIC

amach anseo. “Ni ctirsa comhri é. Is
cirsa € at4 an-oiritinach do dhaoine a
bhfuil beagin Gaeilge acu agus at4 ag
iarraidh { a ds4id le haghaidh gné a
dhéanach.”

T4 ddshlén sa chirsa, n tagann sé
6n méadi sontasach at4 ar comharthaf
Gaeilge ar fud na Gaillimh. “Is ctiltaca
an mhaith ar an chirsa an mhéid mhér
comharthaf ati le feisint go fliirseach
timpeall na cathrach”, arsa Nic
Cionnaith. “Beidh deis ag na comh-
lachtaf idir beag agus mér a thaispesint
go bhfuil siad dhéirire faoi na cuspéirf
fitintacha i leith na Gaeilge até acu”.

Deir sf nach bhfuil soldthair an
chiirsa seo ag fsliti na ciirsaf eile at4 le.
f4il ach maionn sf nach féidir a sheach-
taint go bhfuil bearna mér idir na ran-
ganna sitid agus an saghas Gaeilge atd
ag teastdil 6 daoine san 4it oibre.

“Roghnaigh muid focail agus

irtf praicticidla cionn ‘s go mbeidh.
daoine at4 ag obair i siopaf, tithe tdb-
hairmne, bainc agus arail in ann seirbhis

Ciirsa deich seachtaine a bheas ann
ar chostas £25, praghas fseal do lucht
gno até dirfre faoi éilimh — agus cear-
ta — lucht na Gaeilge a shisamh. T4
tuilleadh eolais le f4il ach glaoch ar
Ghaillimh 091-67824. :

Comoradh :
Proinsias Stagg

Ar Domhnach, Feabhra 9, bhai-
ligh poblachténaigh 1 g
de Phriosdin Wakefield i
Sasana chun coméradh a
dhéanamh ar bhéis Phroinsias
Stagg sa phriosiin ar stailc
orcrais 17 bliain 6 shin.

Chun tosaigh ar an
choméradh bhi Banna Poblachti-
nach Fldait Pollock in Albain.
Labhair ball de banna lasmuigh
dena ballaf tar éis seasamh in
oméis do Phroinsias ar feadh

ok

noiméad cidin, Ba é Eddie
Caughey an phriomh chainteoir
agus gabh sé buiochas leo siid a
thiinig chuig an choméradh

lorg sé ach go hiirithe go dhéan-
faidh rialtas na Briotaine de réir a

rialacha féin agus cimf Firean-

nach i bpriosiin Shasana a
aistrid chuig priostn nios giorra

d4 baile ionas cuairteanna srl a i
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TE'LL FIGHT IT
L THE WAY

O\'ER
nu‘ﬂ‘or

100 pEOPLE were in attendance at the Fear O'H.
;al lecture in Monaghan town on Sunday, gF}::lruaryaglr::;1
ure has been held annually for the pas x

t ten years in com-

o lec
The le ation of Volunteer Fearghal O’Hanlon who died with his

nwn\of
comrade

Ge4n Sabhat during an attack on Brookeborough RUC

Faracks in County Fermanagh on January 1st 1957.

i r Bernadette McAliskey
hlz;z;e;assionately on the subject
¢ Jes Two and Three of the 1937

'.h_at it will bring peace. Because the

ghasbeentumedonibhead.'lhe
reason we have conflict in the North is
:lo! because we are denied civil and

Cons S ment. The meeting was
am 3
f;;,t:ji by Monaghan County Council-

. “hehin O Caoldin and Mon-
lor C;L);n[;‘é member Pédraigin Uf
if}:\:rchadha, sister of Feal'gl\al O’Han-
o mplese“'ed the patriot’s lam{ly.

"~ McAliskey z.)ughned the meaning of
e artcles, pointing out that the Arti-
e 3 was “the recognition _that Six
ounties are still being claimed by
\: Dolhﬂ power". The Constitution sim-
£1id that the Irish nation was 32
CD‘TI!;\:SM never was any doubt about
{hat and everybody knew that until
\Gimpsy went to the Supreme Court
and proved it. And everybody said
Oh dear”. ‘Oh, we didn’t know’ said
the Supreme Court with their hands in
he air. ‘Oh, you mean to say we were
(aiming the North? Sorry, dear, dear,
tad 1 my foot in your door? Sorry.”

‘That only shows how far down
{he road we've gone. These people
come to the Supreme Court and ask
the Supreme Court to ponder for a
while as to whether or not the nation
of Ireland has 32 Counties. And the
supreme Court takes about six weeks
and says, ‘Regrettably, and we’re very
sorry and we wish it was different and
maybe we’ll have a referendum but,
you're right, the Irish nation has 32
Counties’. And the government goes
into a blue fit. Did they not know it? So
now to appease the unionists they‘re
going to take it away.

Their argument, number one, is

an rights. The reason we h:
conflict in the North is not b:a:‘;:
bers of the nationali i
are two and a half times less likely to
beet.nployedineverylocialmd{co-
nomic class than their unionist coun-

“The reason we have conflict in
North is not because large mﬁomgs\et
toes were created and the fact that
we lived in overcrowded and squalid
conditions right up until we objected
in 1968. No, the reason we have con-
ﬂlct.inﬂreNord\is!halsincepuﬁﬁm
an imperialist government in Dublin
has been terrifying Northern unionists.
“Now, whatever else may be said
about the southern state it is not impe-
rialist. Where is its empire? We know
where the British empire was and is.
So what is really happening?”

McAliskey answered the question
by saying that people such as
those in Fine Gael were trying to tum
back the clock. They were “what might
colloquially be called in the North “lit-
tle Brits":

““More and more people in the
south of Ireland have been led into this
belief that somehow if they change
Articles Two and Three they’ll con-
tribute to peace in the North by
appeasing the unionists who’ve been
frightened. If the unionists think the
South isn’t going to take them over
they’ll be what? They’ll be rational?
They’ll be fair? The unionist leaders

News/International

o ~ - 1

Ra
© The funeral cortege of Volunteers Fe.

have said that it will make absolutely
no difference to them.”

She said that it would make no dif-
ference to the IRA’s will to fight for
Irish independence. “So who will it
matter to?

“Well it matters to me. I can honest-
ly say that in 20 years nothing matters
more to me than ho onto Articles
Two and Three. It's not that they put
bread on my plate. They don’t put
money in my pocket. No Irish govern-
ment has used them to make my life
easier although they provide that
potential. But taking them away!

“I have had nothing else all my life
except what we as a community have
fought for. But the only thing that I
have always had is that I know who I
am. And I know what I'am. I know
that I was born in’the"County bf
Tyrone and that Tyrone is in' Ireland
and that I am Irish. And I know that
down through the generations my peo-
ple have suffered for that simple reali-
ty. They’ve been shot, they’ve been
driven into the mountains and bogs,
they’ve had their language taken away
from them. They’ve been deprived of

arghal O'Hanlon and Sean Sabhat
an education. They’ve been starved
through the famine. And all because
the British could never get us to shape
our mouths to the words, ‘We are not
Irish’.
“And we have survived all that.
And now the people who would take
my existence from me aren’t British,
they’re Irish and they would tell me I
am not really Irish. What am I then?
Am I some kind of mongrel dog land-
ed on your doorstep? Am I some kind
of seaweed that got washed up on
your shore? If I'm not Irish what am I?
If Articles Two and Three are done
away with what is to become of us?

“” at about my neighbours,

women who I have seen bury
son after son in the past 20 years, peo-
ple who have struggled and suffered in
silence because nobody listens and
nobody cares? Is the final indignity
that is to be done to us that we are to
be refugees in our own country?

“My mother and father and genera-
tions before them are buried in County
Tyrone. I'll dig them up. I'll take them
to D4il Eireann and I'll ask them,

Thursday, February 13th 1992 — LEATHANACH 13

@ BERNADETTE McALISKEY
‘Where shall I bury them if I cannot
bury them in Irish soil?”

McAliskey concluded by vowing
that she would fight attempts to scrap
Articles Two and Three to the very last
and she was given a standing ovation
by the crowd. A lively question and
answer session followed during which
the importance of building the cam-
paign to prevent the holding of a refer-
endum to scrap the Articles was
stressed by speakers.

Challenging the

legacy of

Columbus

EXACTLY 500 YEARS AGO, European colonists first |
arrived on the American continent — and set about =
butchering the native peoples. Five centuries later, the
descendants of those native peoples are fighting back
ind one of their representatives has been nominated
r the Nobel Peace Prize. Human rights campaigner
“Igoberta Menchd from Guatemala has become a

© RIGOBERTA MENCHU

years. Travelling throughout
the world to highlight the
plight of Guatemalan Indians,
she has become a representative
of all native American peoples.
In a way, her fame now protects

where else in Latin America,”
continued Menchi.

““We have also lived the
struggles of our brothers and
sisters in Nicaragua and El Sal-
vador. We have shared the same

ion, the militarisati

her, as the

her. Her bi

thorities fear that
they would cause international
uproar if they moved against

the imposition of de facto gov-
emnments and of military dicta-
hips. This is the history of

graphy, I Rigob-
erta Menchii, is an international
bestseller and it prompted the

by paying tribute to the resis-
tance of the Guatemalan peo-
ple: “they have the strongest
blood that runs in the whole of
Latin America”. Over 43,000
people have “disappeared” at
the hands of the military since
1956. One million peasants
have been made into refugees

the Americas — what a high
cost for people to pay!”

present campaign for her to get
the 1992 Nobel award. \ Mench\‘x pointed out that
On Saturday, Menchii began governments throughout

the world were suggesting that
people should celebrate the
arrival of Christopher Colum-
bus in 1492. But the savagery of
the Spanish colonists and US
interference — its modern
equivalent, left a very different
taste in the mouths of Latin
Americans and especially

ol of that resistance and on Saturday, she visited the population and because rest speak one of the many  within their own country as the native Americans. “Because of
and, they lived in the areas where native ‘"‘ﬂ‘sz- In all these  military attempted to blitz rebel ~ all this, we will not be having a
o ; ¢ e, gest, they native pop areas. party to celebrate the coming of
S ; l‘)ez bat Ca) fmeetmg bm:g:;m" family were bore the heaviest burden. — the first A{t{encans — are The ov_erthrox_v of Arbenz Columbus. What would we.
\merie );N eexk a::xtatl;\e illed by the Guatemalan mili- Although native Indians sec'ond-chss' clh::l:dael:l !hell;' was cu;\dl:vceg\ \:r:‘t;l ut:e Uassis- have to celebrate? Illiteracy? In
e < killed . laughtered throughout i o tance o nited  Guatemala, 80% of our 1
~L> !:11 l:]:;ceedeql the tary °::;‘vm=ﬂ“hmy:x:|wnn:mh r’:h: America, groups did sur- Guatemala, they are the victims ~ States has backed _the arelliterate. 3 Rk
ple cramemed inte  ratically lected government of  vive and now form a large pro-  of = f  Guatemalen tyrans everaiice, - “We indigencusipeaple
all of a Dublin hm L J moyArbenz. In order to portion of the population in  ror providing arms and training  have our pride, our dignity, our
o e bl:tel, acoh G to their rule, Bolivia, Peru and Ecuador. In 3 o pE the mll.ltary. But it has beeln cultural wealth, our traditions.
had to eb;u:a tg :l::s launched horrific war  Guatemala, where the largest Rs eak out a ainsf this ly. ignored b the yeorld'y Andl that makes us say, we have
ombination of against any area ted of _ native popu’ gpea.ksplni;lnly cide and was exiled rom " “The e in Guatemala has 500th ane cemrylebnn e
cor P le —_ anni B
! courage in Rigob- subversion. Because native ﬂ50‘:‘:?’."’1’ I state language. The her country for a number of  been hushed up more than any- ¥

U's life was what

Ix\z:lian];ueoplemalm“!’65%°f
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betraying their secrets to the British,

REMEMBERIG s EISL ARS

CHESTER - rewowon: [0

CASTLE RAID

THE PLANNED ATTACK on the arsenal at Chester Castle in
England in February 1867, was a belated attempt by the Ameri-
can Fenians to procure arms for the rising in Ireland which was

to begin later that same day.

Followi.ng the replacement of James
Stephens as the Fenian chief in the
autumn of 1866, about 50 American
Fenians, led by Thomas J Kelly and
Captain John McCafferty, travelled to
Ireland and England to.prepare for a
rising in Ireland. After hurried consul-
tations between Fenians in London,
Liverpool and Dublin, it was decided
to fix the rising for February 11th 1867.
The Fenian Rising was to be pre-
ceded by a daring attack on the mili-
tary arsenal at Chester Castle in the
north of England. The castle, which
was also a military barracks with a jail
attached, was guarded by only one
company of the 54th Regiment under
Captain Edwards, a maximum of 66
men to repel an attack. .
The plan, which was to be carried
out with the aid of well organised
Fenians throughout the north of Eng-
land, involved the capture of the large
British arms and ammunition store at
the castle by a company- of Fenians led
by McCafferty. Simul ly, trains

graph ications cut to p:
government intervention, the vast
stock of supplies would then be
rushed to Ireland for the rising which
would have begun that same day.

The plans for the attack were
finalised at a meeting on Sunday,
February 10th 1867, of senior Fenians
including McCafferty and John Flood.

From early on the morning of the
proposed raid, Fenians, mainly
Irishmen working in England, began
arriving at Chester station in large
numbers by train from Warrington,
Crewe, Manchester and other towns of
Lancashire and Cheshire. By the early
afternoon there were well over 1,000
Fenians in the town.

At about one o’clock, six hours
before the planned attack, as the Feni-
ans were still converging on Chester,
McCafferty learned that the authorities
had been alerted to the plan by an
informer, John F Corydon, a trusted

ber of the American Fenians. The

between Chester and Holyhead were
to be seized and the estimated 20,000
arms were to be rushed to Holyhead
where the mail boat was also to have
been captured. With all rail and tele-

guard at the Castle had been strength-
ened, the local volunteers had been
called out and troop reinforcements
were on their way from London.
Corydon, who had acted as the

©® Due to the Fenian Organisation being riddled with spies the British found
it easy to keep a tight grip over the movement
principal carrier of despatches September 1866. Having been
between Ireland and America in 1865, informed by Thomas Breslin, a Fenian
had in fact been supplying the English ~ contact in Dublin Castle, that a senior
authorities with information since Irish American Fenian officer was

Colonel Thomas ] Kelly, then leader of
the Fenian organisation, arranged for
Breslin to observe and identify all the
men who answered the description
given. By February 1867, a few mem-
bers, including Corydon, had not yet
been screened. Corydon’s identity as
the informer who betrayed the Chester
Castle raid was not discovered until
the following September after the res-
cue of Kelly and Timothy Deasy in
Manchester.

ith considerable skill following the

betrayal of the planned attack to
the authorities, McCafferty and his offi-
cers called off the rising in Ireland and
cancelled the operations at Chester Cas-
tle and all Fenian manoeuvres in the city.
The police afterwards found large quan-
tities of arms and ammunition dumped
near the railway station and in the ponds
and canals of the town.

During the following days the
police in Ireland met steamers arriv-
ing in Dublin and Dundalk and
arrested a large number of Fenians,
who had given up their jobs in Eng-
land to take part in the rising.
McCafferty, having escaped from
Chester with Flood, was arrested in a
small boat off Dublin Bay on Febru-
ary 23rd and later sentenced to penal
servitude for life.

Throughout February, the remain-
ing Fenians in Ireland and England,
undeterred by the sabotage of
Chester Castle raid, began detailed
preparations for a rising in Ireland
on March 5th, 1867.

The proposed raid on the arsenal
at Chester Castle, the springboard
for the rising in , was due to
take place on Monday, February 11th
1867, 125 years ago this week.

FEAT

8.30pm Sat
Feb 22nd
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| nDil Chuimhne
BAILEY, Sein; CUNNINGHAM,
Joseph; DAVEY , John; FITZGIM-
MONS, Vivien; McGRILLEN, James;
O’HANLON, Leo; O’'NEILL, James;
STAGG, Francis. In Proud and loving
memory of Volunteers Sean Bailey,
Joseph Cunningham, Vivien Fitzgim-
mons, James McGrillen, Leo O’Han-
lon, Francis Stagg, Fian James O'Neill
and Sinn Féin member John Davey
who died in Ireland’s freedom strug-
gle. “The Republic stands for truth
and honour. For all that is noblest in
our race. By truth and honour, princi-
ple and sacrifice alone will Ireland be
free.” — Liam Mellows. Always
remembered by their friends and com-

sister Marian, husband Tony and
family

Always remembered by your loving
sister Rosemary.

DAVEY, John (3rd Ann). In proud
and loving memory of my dear hus-
band John, murdered by British
agents on February 14th 1989. RIP.
John, you will never be forgotten.
Will always be remembered by his
loving wife, Mary, and sadly mxfsed

McGOWAN, John (Goosey) (9th
Ann). Always remembered by Joe
Hagan and family, Glasgow.

STAGG, Frank (16th Ann). In proud
and loving memory of Vol Frank
Stagg who died on hunger strike in
Wakefield Prison, England, on
Febuary 12th 1976. “Ireland unfree
shall never be at peace.” — Padraig
Pearse. Always remembered by his
friends and comrades. An Cumann

extended to Alan Curran and family
on the death of their father Pat.
From Charlie Murtagh and family
and Mick Murray.

From Dublin North East Sinn Féin
From the Cole/Colley Sinn Féin

by your son, d 2
AL ST

Cabhrach/POW C
(@ in).
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and grandchild
We will continue to carry the cross
for Ireland’s freedom, justice and
peace. Mary, Queen of the Gael,
pray for him.

Always remembered by your loving

rades in the Rep
CUNNINGHAM, Joseph (20th
Ann). In proud and loving memory
of my dear husband Vol Joseph
Cunni killed on active service
on February 10th 1972. RIP. Mary,
Queen of Ireland, pray for him.
Always missed by your loving wife
and sons. 3

Always missed by your loving

mum. .
Always remembered by your loving
brother Gerry, wife Kathleen and
daughters. X

Always remembered by your loving

daughter Pauline, son-in-law Robert
and grandchildren Gloria and Sarah.
Ireland unfree shall never be at

peace.

From his friends and comrades in
County Derry and South West
Antrim Comhairle Ceantair, Sinn
Féin

From the Fergal O’'Hanlon/John
Davey Sinn Féin Cumann
Remembered with pride by Mar-
garet.

From the Hogan/Martin/Casey
Sinn Fein Cumann, Dunloy and
Rasharkin.

From Paddy, Mag and family.

Always remembered by Pol and
Patricia Wilson and family, Belfast.
Mass offered.

Comhbhron

BRANNIGAN. The Republican
Movement, South Down, wishes to
offer condolences to Pat Brannigan
and family circle on the death of his
father John.

CONLON. Deepest sympathy is
extended to Jackie and Bernie and
the Conlon family on the death of
their mother Mary.

Deepest sympathy is extended to
Stephen Conlon, H-3, on the death
of his ther. From the John
Green/Peadar Mohan Sinn Féin
Cumann, Mid-Monaghan.
CURRAN. Deepest sympathy is

From the Barney Morris Sinn Féin
Cumann, Crossmaglen.

From Cole/Colley Sinn Féin
Cumann, Coolock, Dublin.

From Queensland Branch of Aus-
tralian Aid for Ireland.

Cumann, Dublin. Will be remembered always by Pol  From the Bamey Morris Sinn Féin

From Aengus. and Patricia Wilson and family, Cumann, Crossmaglen.

From Nick MacBennett. Belfast. Mass offered.  * From the Fox/Crawford Sinn Féin

From Larfy O'Toole. MCcGUINNESS. Deepest sympathy  Cumann, Waterford City.

HAYDEN. Deepest sympathy is  is extended to Jack McGuinnessand  From Tony (Portlacise Gaol) Marie
ded to M: and Tom Hay-  family on the death of Mary. From  and Antoinette Kelly.

den on the tragic loss of their son OToole. From Séamus (Portlacise Gaol) Mar-

Michael. From their dear friends McKINERY. Deepest sympathy is  ianand Aoife Clarke.

Sedn Finn and family. extended to the wife and family of  From Rita, Brendan, Rory, Ciaran,

From Hughie, May and family. Thomas on his recent death. From  Frances, Terry and Rab.

From Mick Murray. the Limerick POWs, Portlaoise. From the staff of AP/RN.

MCALLISTER. Deepest sympathy is  From Joe Lynch and family.

extended to Jim McAllister and fam-  From Noel Noonan and family. B chtai

ily on the death of Margaret. From  MacMANUS. Deepest sympathy is eanna

Sinn Féin Ard Chombhairl P d to the MacM: family KEARNS, Gerard (Portlaoise).

McBRIDE. Sympathy is extended to  on the death of Vol Joseph Mac-  Birthday greetings to my darling

the family and friends of Pat McBride. ~ Manus, killed on active service. husband Gerard. I will save my

Always remembered by the Republi-  From Sligo Comhairle Ceantair, Sinn  birthday present for you. From your

can Movement, South Down. Féin. ever-loving wife, Carol. XXX.

From Pat and Cormac, Dublin. Deepest sympathy is expressed to.  Happy birthday daddy, thinking of

From Brian and Paddy D. Mary on the death of Vol Joseph  you always, lots of love. From, Dar-

McBRIDE'LOUGHRAN/O'DWYER  Mach From Sligo Combhairl ren, Gary, Edel and Donna.

Heartfelt sympathy is extended to  Ceantair, Sinn Féin. LYNCH, Joseph (Portlaoise). Hm

the families of those gunned down  From Sligo‘s Noble/Six Cumann  birthday Joseph. From your

in Sevastopol Street. From the Sinn Féin. Nora, sons Anthony and Joe, daugh-

Republican Movement, Wexford. From Oglaigh na hEireann, Sligo. ters Patsy, Rosie and Noreen and

qul:“ msuill;:kelsmth Cumann,  From Oglaigh na hEireann, Long-  your grandchildren. Have a good

Finglas, X ford.

From Gerry Dolan and family, Long-
ford.

From all the POWs in Portlacise.
From Ann

From the POW Dept, Belfast and
Dublin.
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clear to the government that for every Teebane
I ,::: b;." g to be an Ormeau Road. — DUP Council-
e

my Wilson, quoted in the Sunday Life,
wnards.

lfTbN“Y oth, at a meeting in Newto

A criticised today’s security summit in London
The — 98 FM News headline, 1pm, Tuesday,

in J‘i""mc&lsm as the IRA shut down Whitehall

Februasy
gin-_________————_______

i'g\iév’s}xeefing in Downing Street appears to be a cynical

To “'_L’S",gﬁc exercise whxc_h 'wlll qo nathxlng whatsoever to

qm{ ess the central issue giving rise to this conflict, —

,:.;LA statement issued on Tuesday momning; the

I o morning as two ‘suspect devices’ again shut

;aoﬂ‘:m Whitehall.

5uf who has spoken up for the poor, working class

catholics of Belfast? What empurpled clerics have referred
{he genocide which has been continuing in the city for

0 ecades? Recent evidence suggests that there is a

Lo oy conceled contempt for the lives of Catholic civil-

SLns mong the power élite in the Six Counties: in the Nel-

"‘;n case, for example, it was calmly explained to the court

fut three Catholics who were targets for the UDA were

subsequently killed despite warnings from Nelson of what

was about to 0CCUT. The RUC ajjﬁcer who _murderad three

Catholics on Tuesday was described as being “under

sress”, — Sunday Business Post editorial, February

9th,

Foen members of the Ulster Unionist Party, when con-

fronted with the genocidal actions of their fellow-loyalists,

use expressions such as “people who take the law into their

sun hands” to describe the killers, as if they were somehow

discharging some legal function by unorthodox means. —

Sunday Business Post editorial, February 9th.

Jtisas if the forces of the state continue to give expression
io the fundamental sectarianism which lies beneath the
creation of the state itself. This process of anti-Catholic
genocide, conducted within the jurisdiction of one of
Europe’s most prosperous states, is accepted in almost

Another six hundred
Pritish soldiers are on
their way to Ireland---

‘ 4 i gﬁ&n

wal fash:
it fashion, T the shame of the Dublin admin:

. n ;
thehsal ms?:dy raised a finger to draw world attention to
against Belfyst's small Ca%g oo M,Eg o e
Driliess b e lic community, — Sunday
i:i:};eﬁ:;ake of the trial, not one Irish wrote an
: on the matter, Not one of the churchpeople usual-

Y eager to get their views o ilil i

THENEWSG\:IMJS,MundmImWhHMCnIdWHMM
wnnbbhkeavu&omthl’.ngﬂthpeu’dBmid\lnlbeﬁxb‘b
thwart IRA active service units in Britain, is a '”whichdoalll
augu:weﬂfor&zalrudylimikdquﬂ\al'apmhpwplemp{.
Labour MP Ken Livingstone put his finger on it in — of all papers! —
the Sun on Wednesday when he advised people to remember the lessons
of Kincora.
Kincora boys’ home in Belfast by promi blish ndivi ,
wi!hthewmﬁvanceo(wardemnlhehm!,thryuwd’gmhumum
opportunity to collect material with which those figures involved could be

L honestly find it difficult to warm to or i

I 0 feel in an;

i1 awe of a man whose qualifications to Imﬁht murl::yay
are firmly based in dogs’ diners,.. As the echoes of hollow

first days of the era of Pedi;

igree Chum. God help us all, —
Mick MacConnell in the Kerryman, l-'ebnfary 7th.
As a former victim of internment, I do not lightly consider
that as an option but I think the authorities North and

South must actively put that on the g ., —

De Rossa, on Thursday, Febmryg;:hd.a T
Audiences would hiss at me in France and it astonished
me that the English greeted me with applause. To them,
The E: er was who dispensed justice. Per-
haps the English have a greater civic sense. — Freddy-
Robert Moreau (known as The Executioner during
his wrestling career) Ppaying tribute to the English
sense of justice. Moreau should know all about jus-

tice. He is now the bodyguard for France’s foremost
fascist, Jean-Marie Le Pen.

Voice follows his Master to the exit, — Independent on
Sunday headline referring to Haughey’s press secre-
tary PJ Mara, who went with CJ, February 9th.

The British have killed only a handful of civilians. — .
From Irish Consul General in San Francisco John
Rowan'’s f: 11 add. He had not endeared

black and 1L ‘Thepl.iy\tofﬂ'\ebvysdidn'lai\:rim;:!
equation for the secret service organisation. Its members spied on
abused and the abusers for over ten years before the scandal eventually
became public and even then the scale of the affair was successfully
hushed up with a few wardens taking the rap. There was, of course, no

ublic inquiry.
¥ me":o?i?s'ymlhatmwiﬂposemmoreo(a!hxu;tmﬂ\emmd\e
Special Branch, but their jionist aims under their new boss, Stella

Remington, certainly poses a threat to the civil and human rights of every
British citizen.

'HE TRADE UNIONS in RTE remain staunchly on strike as we go to

print. Politicians from all parties have refused to be interviewed by
RTE while the dispute continues. =

Sinn Féin supports the strikers although the party rep ives”
refusal to talk to RTE while the dispute continues is more than a little iron-
ic given the difficulty which they routinely experience getting RTE to talk
to them — never mind broadcast them.

At this time of strong solidarity among those in RTE though, I can’t
help recalling, for the record, the spineless lack of support given to Jenny
McGeever by her fellow reporters back in 1988. She was uncer
dumped from RTE for the crime of unintentionally broadcasting one sen-
tence from Sinn Féin’s Martin McGuinness as the coffins of the Gibraltar
Three crossed the border. Wh about the ci e ding
the ‘offending broadcast’, defying the censorship of Section 31 is supposed
to be official NUJ policy. But while her trade union colleagues failed her —
Charlie Bird at the time referring to “damage limitation” — no blame for
the incident was attached to the acting programme editor on the day, Bar-
bara Fitzgerald, who has since been promoted. q 8

Fitzgerald is one of the stalwart few responsible for keeping RTE going
during these hard times, in the process making few new friends among
RTE workers on the picket line as she blithely passes the pickets daily.

74 IT HAS BEEN HELLISH BEING AWAY WITHOUT LEAVE. I panic
every time the doorbell rings. But I still don’t feel I had any choice. I
joined the army, not the National Front.”
Geoffrey McKay joined the British army a year ago. He was a mod-
el recruit with a good academic record and had already served in the

himself with Irish American groups during his two-
year tenure, being dropped as honourary chairper-
son of the United Irish Societies last Ni ber in

ial Army. He did well in training and his future looked bright.
But then he found himself in hiding, on the run from the Queen’s Roy-
al Irish Hussars, Winston Churchill’s former regiment, his dreams

protest at the extradition of Dessie Ellis.

15 this meaningful? Interesting?
Or isit a responise that is almast
comic in its futility?

‘ u,p:}-b‘; Mc‘::'.m — He will have an Af'/;ﬂr‘
| soldiers may leave -- Become leader of with his secretary !
the British Army and o

mvoh;:e himself in

You se¢, McKay has what some find to be an indelible flaw, which his

lleagues in Ge found g . He is Black. This marked him
as a target for abuse and racial hatred as soon as he arrived at Falling-
bostel Barracks in Germany last August.

The victimisation began right after an initial parade, a sergeant shout-
ing, “Nigger, come here”. Some of his fellow soldiers joined in the abuse,
while others simply refused to communicate with him at all.

He was ly abused and sh d, to such an extent that he
wrote home saying that he had contemplated shooting himself. When his
father wrote to the army chaplain to complain about the trea a senior
officer summoned McKay and accused him of “snivelling”.

Theﬁmlshawamewhmhewasakhckedinhisbedbyfou:people
wearing gas masks. He went on a week's leave and never came back. He
was recaptured but escaped again. He subsequently made a plaint to
the Commission for Racial Equality and consulted a solicitor and a doctor
before giving himself up on Tuesday, February 4th, to be returned to Ger-
many

y.

"Nevuinourwildatdmmdidweimagine that, in this time and
age, our son would come up against such harassment merely for the
colourofhisskin.Hewasagoodsoldigr,butismweompletelydisillu—
sioned by the racial prejudice in the army”, said his father Peter about the
whole affair. :

“We sent a healthy child to join the army and he has come back a

physical and mental wreck. I can’t understand the men who have done

this. I will certainly never, ever forgive them,” said his mother
Romayne.

ANOT!-_IER Black soldier has also complained of racist abuse to an
army inquiry.

Private Anthony Evans joined the Royal Regiment of Wales in 1984
at the age of 16 and had no problems until 1987 when he signed on for
another three years and was posted with unfamiliar Brits. He was
called into a room where 12 men in balaclavas told him “The charge is
you are black — and you‘ve been found guilty.” A few days later he
was forced into a bath where soldiers tried to ‘scrub him white’. He
got a period of respite from this regular abuse in, of all places, the Six
Counties, but when he was subsequently posted to Wiltshire as a driv-
er, his officer proved as bad again, referring to him in racist terms.

Evans married in 1990 and was posted to Hong Kong but when his
relationship hit the rocks he was taunted by his colleagues who told
him she had left because he was black. Evans also eventually went
AWOL this year, on two occasions, surrendering himself the second
time only when the C ission for Racial Equality agreed to take his
case.
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Anthony Mclntyre, a republican ;
H-Blocks of Long Kesh, lived in the Lower

tence in the

Ormeau Road community up unti

retains his association with its people.

impact of the UF
shop on February
community.

PI’I\DHL‘I serv II“., a life sen-

| his arrest in 1976 and
He writes here of the

murders of five men at Graham'’s bookies
5th, and of the tragic history of a besieged

THE LOWER
ORMEAU ROAD
— A COMMUNITY

IN GRIEF

B BY ANTHONY
MCcINTYRE

CORDITE, its stench still bitter in the nostrils, bodies still warm,
blood yet to dry and coagulate, moans of the wounded and
dying, and the wails of misery-filled relatives, combined to form
the scene of utter carnage that Joyce McCarten walked away
from on Wednesday, February 5th, as she accompanied and com-
forted a grieving woman who had just been told her brother had

died.

ven prior to the slaughter at the

bookie’s, the Lower Ormeau Road
had been touched by tragedy. One of the
victims of RUC assassin Alan Moore, at
the Sinn Féin centre on the Falls Road the
day previous, Pat McBride, left a girl-
friend, Bernie McDaid, and a young son,
Patrick, both members of that small com-
munity.

g The scenes flashed to us on the TV
screen from the junction of Hatfield
Street and the Ormeau Road were pro-
foundly disturbing. The close-knit
nature of the community and its famil-
iarity with loyalist devnslahon were

ly and all too evidently cap-
*ured in the physical presence of those
ztanding shocked and numbed. Joyce
McCarten, is a human encyclopedia of
sufrering and loss due to loyalism. Her
son Gary, shot dead by the UVF in
May 1987; brother-in-law Noel,
gunned down outside the studios of
UTV in March 1974 by the same group;
other family members slain over the
years including one mutilated to death
by the gang of Albert ‘Ginger’ Baker
— a 1970s Brian Nelson.

Alec McManus, leading a dis-
traught relative away from the horror.
Outwardly stoical and calm, he was
aware that his own brother Willie lay
dead a few yards behind him, another
brother, Jim, critically injured and his
nephew Paul Kennedy — son of his
sister Jean whose own husband Billy
lost an arm in a UVF bomb attack on
the Rose And Crown Bar, a mere 20
yards from the bookie’s — wounded
also. In 1973, I stood beside Alec
McManus as he buried his fiancée,

@ JACK DUFFIN

Elleen Doherty from Slleveban Drive
wn. After sh g her
dead in the Ormeau area the UFF
claimed she had formed part of a
guard of honour at the funeral of IRA
Volunteer Jim Bryson the previous
month. The only funeral attended by
Eileen that autumn was her own. UFF
tat count for nothing to the
residents of the Lower Ormeau Road.

he Lower Ormeau Road is a small
enclave situated in South Belfast,
territorially bordered by the River
Lagan on one side and the Belfast to
Dublin rail link on the other. Isolated
and vulnerable, it is in the middle of
an otherwise Ounge monolith,
pressed in to varying degrees by Do
gall Pass, Sandy Row, the Vll_h
dale Flats and the Easl
Belfast complex. An excluswely
Protestant area, the B-Specials the
Orange Order flourished up until th®
1950s when its first Catholic residents
began to filter in. Even then this tiny
trickle was regarded as an intrusion.
Our own two-up two-down ter-
raced home in Bagot Street along with
the homes of other Catholic families,
had its doors daubed with the sinister
‘X’. Gradually, Protestants began to
drift out of the area not as refugees but
of their own volition as modern hous-
ing and better living conditions
enticed them to greener pastures. A
steady stream of young Catholics start-
ing out in married life took up resi-
dence in the recently vacated inferior
houses. This gradual but persistent
demographic shift changed the social

® PETER MAGEE

complexion of the Lower Ormeau
Road. Today there exists an identifi-
able nationalist community. Yet the
area is not exclusively Catholic. A
number of Protestants live there or
have small businesses about the road.
They feel quite safe. They are quite
safe.

It was within this diminutive col-
lection of narrow streets that four of
the dead had strong roots. Willie
McManus, Jack Duffin, Christy Doher-
ty and Peter ‘Twin’ Magee were
known to almost everyone in the dis-

, trict. Young James Kennedy came from

its cousin enclave the Markets. Inno-
cent, harmless people, h d into

® Loyalist assassins have never needed any excuses to murder nationalists

by the enormity and gravity of it all
spoke in sombre tones, their voices
heavy with anger. They were clearly
stunned and displayed some difficulty
in comprehending just what had hap-

In the midst of all this it was
somewhat puzzling to listen to Alis-
dair McDonnell of the SDLP attempt
to blame republicans for the awful
events of thn aftemoon, addmg

no-one forgets Teebane, nor do they
need the UFF or Alisdair McDonnell to
remind them. When human life is lost
on such a monumental scale,
irrespective of who sustained it or who
inflicted it, people do remember. But
the people of the Lower Ormeau Road
were being butchered by loyalism long
before Teebane. The UVF bombing of
the Rose and Crown Bar in May 1974
in which six people lost their lives, was
17 years prior to Teebane. Neither
James Kennedy nor Peter Magee were
born when loyalists claimed their first
victim in Belmore Street — Robert
‘Scruff” Millen. The UFF are not inter-
ested in facts — just excuses.

Seclarian attacks on the beleagured
community in the Lower Ormeau
Road are par! of an ongm.ng 20 year
paign by 1 the
y mto abject sub
There is nothing new about them.
They have failed. They will continue to
fail. But it is incumbent on the commu-
nity in that area to not only ensure that
loyalism does not win in its endeavour
to secure submission but to equally
ensure that no more nationalists
become its victims.
But the lessening of the communi-
ty’s vulnerability to sectarian attack
shall not be secured through increased
activity on the part of the RUC and the
UDR. The latter in particular make no
attempt to hide their sectarianism;
threats of assassination by the UFF and
the UVF are issued regularly from
their mouths. The community can only
protect itself. The presence of the RUC
and UDR serves not to protect nation-
alists or deter loyalists — it only means
that those capable of providing any
defence are denied the means to do so
through fear of arrest or shoot-to-kill
Arguments that a withdrawal from the
area by the RUC and UDR would only
lead to ‘gun-law’ do not make sense.
What we have at present is gun law.
The RUC/UDR/UFF make armed for-
ays at will and without fear of prose-
cution.
As the state will not withdraw its
sectarian forces some limited but
ctical must be taken.

-sort of way to the stated UFF ratio-

“nale. Sinn Féin were not p d to

ngllance must be mcmsed and
d ata p

say anything in mpoxse. But I sus-
pect had they said anything their

the bookie’s by the social oppressive-
ness of unemployment, they were
killed for being there. People pushed
from pillar to post by the structures of
a hideously sectarian society and state.
A state which had no difficulty in mak-
ing its presence felt to chase punters
out of the bookie’s in order not to ‘pro-
voke’ triumphalist Orange bands as
they saunter and strut their way
through the area, was conspicuous by
the lack of protection it afforded the
punters once the music had died.

In such a context bitterness and
resentment, grief and sorrow,
anguish and pain, make themselves
felt. Sdmé‘uf those not d dumb

would have been grief-
laden and not the petty political

igh
level. People should work logether
as a community to secure their hous-

es, watch their plaoes of lusun and
d political

enter

point-scoring utterances characteris-
tic of Alisdair McDonnell. Even the
spol for the Workers’ Party,
regardless of his political perspec-
tive, chuse not to huangue republi-
cans but rather spoke in terms of
grief, loss and human suffering. But

parties and commumty activists
must make it their duty to actively
advise the people on every aspect of
personal and community security.
Nobody should be caught out as.a
result of complacency.

At thls point in time the hear'.fell

like the victims and the
members of Sinn Féin he lives in the
area and understandably feels the
grief and bitterness of a bereaved
community. Unlike Alisdair McDon-
nell, his association with the area is
one of residence and shared experi-
ence.

The UFF in their post-massacre

said ‘R Teebane’. But

© JAMES KENNEDY

sympathy of every
in these 1 wings lies with the families
and friends of the deceased. To those
fighting for life in hospital and the less
seriously injured we send _you our
lid; To the
entire commumty of the Lower
Ormeau Road we extend our condo-
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