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POBLACHT NA h-EIREANN
RIALTAS SEALADACH PHOBLACHT NA HEIREANN
DO MHUINTIR NA HEIREANN

AMHUINTIR NA HEIREANN, IDIR FHEARA AGUS MHNA; in ainm D¢ agus in ainm na nglin
a d’imigh romhainn agus a d’fhdg againn mar oidhreacht sean-spiorad na ndisilintachta, t4 Eire,
trinne, ag gairm a clainne chun a brataigh agus ag bualadh buille ar son a saoirse.

Tar éis di a feara d’eagri agus d’oilidint ina heagrajocht rinda réabhléideach, Brdithreachas
Phoblacht na hEireann, agus ina heagrafochtai mileata poibli, Oglaigh na hE]Ieann agus Arm
Cathartha na hEireann, tar éis di a riailbhéasacht d’fhoirbhit go fmghneach agus faniint go
buanseasmhach leis an bhfaill chun gnimh, t4 si ag glacadh na faille sin anois, agus, le cabhair na
clainne atd ar deorafocht uaithi i Meiriced agus na gcairde calma cogaidh atd aici san Eoraip, agus,
thar gach ni, le muinin as a neart féin, t4 si ag bualadh buille i lén-déchas go mbéarfaidh si bua.

Dearbhaimid gur ceart ceannasach do-chloite ceart mhuintir na hEireann chun tir na hEireann, agus
f6s chun ddla na hEireann a stitiradh gan chosc gan toirmeasc. An forldmhas atd 4 dhéanamh air le
cian d’aimsir ag pobal iasachta agus ag rialtas iasachta, nior mhiich sé an ceart sin né ni féidir go
bréch a mhiichadh ach le dithiii phobal na hEireann. Nil aon ghlun dd dtdinig ndr dhearbhaigh pobal
na hEireann a geeart chun saoirse agus ceannais ndisitinta; sé huaire dhearbhaiodar é faoi arm le trf
chéad bliain anuas. Ag seasamh ar an gceart bunaidh sin ddinn agus 4 dhearbhii arfs faoi arm os
comhair an tsaoil, fégraimid leis seo Poblacht na hEireann ina Stit Neamhspledch Ceannasach agus
cuirimid dr n-anam féin agus anam 4r gcomrddaithe comhraic i ngeall lena saoirse agus lena leas
agus lena moéradh i measc na ndisiin.

Dlionn Poblacht na hEireann, agus éilionn leis seo, géillsine 6 gach Eireannach idir fhear agus
bhean. Rathaionn an Phoblacht saoirse chreidimh agus saoirse shibhialta, comhchearta agus
comhdheis, dd saordnaigh uile, agus dearbhafonn gurb € a rin séan agus sonas a lorg don ndisitin
uile agus do gach roinn de, ag tabhairt geana do chlann uile an ndisidin mar a chéile, gan aird aici
ar an easaontas a cothaiodh eatarthu ag rialtas iasachta agus lér deaghladh miondireamh diobh én
mhérdireamh san am atd imithe.

Go dti go mbeidh an chaoi againn de thoradh dr n-arm chun Buan-Rialtas Ndisitinta a bhunti a bheas
ionadaitheach do mhuintir na hEireann go 1éir agus a toghfar ag fir agus ag mnd uile na tire,
déanfaidh an Rialtas Sealadach a bunaitear leis seo ciirsai sibhialta agus cirsai mileata na Poblachta
a riaradh thar ceann an phobail.

Cuirimid ctis Phoblacht na hEireann faoi choimirce Dhia Mér na nUilechumhacht agus iarramaid
Abheannacht ar 4r n-airm; impimid gan aon duine a bheas ag fénamh sa chiiis sin do thabhairt néire
dhi le mi-laochas, le mi-dhaonnacht nd le slad. Ar uair na hiarrachta ré-uaisle seo is é dualgas
ndisitin na hEireann a chruthd, lena chalmacht agus lena smacht air féin agus le hullmhacht a
chlainne chun fulaing ar son an mhaitheasa phoibli, gur fiti é an ard-chéim at4 i ndan doé.

ARNA SHINIU THAR CEANN AN RIALTAIS SHEALADAIGH:
TOMAS O CLEIRIGH SEAN MAC DIARMADA TOMAS MAC
DONNCHA PADRAIG MAC PIARAIS EAMON CEANNT
SEAMAS O CONGHAILE SEOSAMH MHAIRE PLUINCEID

‘The unfinished business of 1916

[ntroduction by Gerry Adams, President of Sinn Féin

This booklet marks the 90th anniversary of the Proclamation of
the Irish Republic and the Easter Rising of 1916.

Sinn Féin has paid tribute to the men and women of 1916 every
year for the past 90 years, often at times when governments in
Leinster House chose to ignore them. At other times the same
governments paid lip service to 1916 while putting in jails and
internment camps many of those who took the Proclamation

seriously.

The Irish government’s revival of its Easter military parade and President Mary
McAleese’s speech in February have provoked much debate about 1916 and its legacy. We
welcome this debate. We would like to see more inclusive and wide-ranging events
leading up to the centenary in 2016.

The most important thing to state about the Proclamation in 2006 is that it is unfinished
business. We don’t have a United Ireland - yet. We don’t have a society where all the
children of the nation are cherished equally - yet. But we in Sinn Féin believe that we
can achieve those aims and create a better society for everyone on this small island -
Catholic, Protestant and Dissenter, people of all religions and none, Irish citizens and
new communities in our country alike.

We ask you to join us in this work.

' Sa leabhran seo t4 eolas ni hamhain faoin Eirf Amach fhéin ach faoi na fir agus na mna a

ghlac pairt ann, an pholatafocht a bhi acu agus an teachtaireacht ata ann duinn in Eirinn
lenar linn. Déantar cur sios ar ghnéithe éagslla na gluaiseachta a thainig le chéile i 1916
- na Finini, na mna, na ceard-chumannaigh, na Gaeilgeoiri.

Is féidir linn dul ar aghaidh le chéile agus Forégra na Poblachta a chur i bhfeidhm. Bi linn
san obair sin.

GCl‘l'y’ Adams Uachtiran Shinn Féin




Stt ans ot _evol‘otlon

The most forward lookmg and progresswe Irish people came together to make the 1916'__
Easter R15mg p0551ble ln the followmg pages we look at the dlfferent strands Wthh made

"The Repttbhcan tt ad;tten

nsh Repubhcamsm began wath the Soc1ety of Umted lr:shmen founded in Dubhn and; ':
Belfast in 1791, They were influenced by the democratlc 1deas of the French Revolutlon'_.'
leerty, Equal1ty and Fratermty Then" aim was summed- up by ‘their most talented "
eader Theobald Wolfe Tone: "'E'o subvert the tyranny of our execrable government to_" :
. break the connectlon wrth England; the never-failing source of all our pol;tlcal evils; and.
o' assert the mdependence of ‘my country.” This required brmgtng the' |I"lSh people
ogether:’ ""To unite the whole people of Ireland; to abolish the - memory - of past
dissensions, - and to ‘substitute the common: name of Irishman  in. place of the’
'enommahons of Protestant Cathollc and D1ssenter - these were my means.’ :

When the Umted Irlsh forces rose in 1798 they were brutally suppressed But some-.
urvwed to fight. aga&n with: Robert Emmet in 1803 before that brief Rising was crushed.

t _was not Until the 1840s, and the Young Ireland movement, that the message of Wolfe .
Tone was heard again. The most advanced of the Young Irelanders, James Fintan Lalor;:
ought to break both the connection with England and the grip of the (andlords. He
ought "ih'd'epe'ndence' full and absolute independence for this island..Ireland her own - -
retand her own;, and alt thereln from the sod to the sky The sml of lreland for the'. :
people of iretahd...”‘.;'f- i

The failed Young Ireland Rising took place in 1848 but out of it grew the Irish Republican
. Brotherhoocf'{lRB)' Commonly known as the Fenians, they were the first Irish Republican -
: movement orgamsed on a large scale among the ordinary working people They had wide
upport among the Irish at home and in America. Fenianism in various forms lasted from -
858 until the 1916 Rising. When the veteran Fenian Tom Clarke, who spent many years_"_'
n: Engltsh prlsons returned to Ireland, he began to recrganise the IRB. With young men.:
ike Sean Mac D1armada he tumed it into a force that was prepared to ﬁght for Irish
reedom.-' RN - ' -

..'It was Clarke and Mac Dtarmada who camed the Feman trad1t10n mto 1916 and made _
p0551ble the Easter Rising.




The labour movement

There may have been no Easter Rising without
the 1913 Lockout. It is virtually certain that
there would have been no Rising without James
Connolly.

In 1913 the employers of Dublin decided that
they would break the Irish Transport and
General Workers Union which had been
organising workers successfully and beginning
to win better pay and conditions. Dublin at that time was one of the most poverty-
stricken cities in Europe with tens of thousands of people living in overcrowded
tenement slums.

Under the leadership of Jim Larkin the workers of Dublin began to fight back. The leader
of the employers was William Martin Murphy, owner of the Dublin tramway company and
of Independent Newspapers. The employers presented their workers with a pledge not
to join the Transport Union. If they refused they would lose their jobs. Many thousands
refused to sign the pledge and were locked out of work. The struggle went on for months
and ended without outright victory for either side. But trade unionism became firmly
established and was imbued with a fighting spirit that contributed much to the struggle
for national freedom.

It was not only in Dublin that trade unionists were mobilised. In Belfast the Transport
Union organiser was James Connolly. When he came to Dublin in 1913 he helped to
establish a workers’ defence force, the Irish Citizen Army, after police and scabs
attacked workers and their families.

Connolly moulded the Citizen Army into a revolutionary fighting force and they took a
leading part in the 1916 Rising. The year before the Rising Connolly had stated:

“In the long run the freedom of a nation is measured by the freedom of its lowest class;
every upward step of that class to the possibility of possessing higher things raises the
standard of the nation in the scale of civilisation.”

Connolly’s teachings and example continued to inspire Irish workers. Trade union
membership grew from 50,000 in 1910 to 300,000 in 1921. The trade union movement

played an active part in the struggle for Irish independence, including two general strikes
against Conscription to the British Army and against the execution of Republican
prisoners. Unfortunately the leaders of the labour movement - in contrast to the rank
and file - did not follow Connolly’s example and did not take a leading part in the
revolution. That was one of the reasons why the principles of the Democratic Programme
of the First Dail Eireann were not put into effect.
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'The women of 1916

“The space reserved for women was crowded to
excess by well-known workers in the Irish cause”
wrote Jennie Wyse Power in Leabhar na mBan,
published in December 1919 in an article on the
inception and work of Cumann na mBan. She was
referring to the Rotunda Rink meeting, November 25th
1913, at which the Irish Volunteers (Oglaigh na
hEireann) were formed to “maintain the rights and
liberties common to all the people of Ireland”.

Helena Moloney

Cumann na mBan was founded in April 1914. Most of
its founders were already activists in the nationalist
and women’s movements. Many were veterans of Inini
na hEireann (Daughters of Ireland),
republican and feminist society established by Maud
Gonne MacBride. Many were also active in the
women'’s suffrage movement as in 1914 women still
did not have the vote.

a militant

Constance Markievicz

Inini disliked the secrecy and lack of spontaneity of the IRB and they had their own name
for them - the Fan go Féills ("fan go f6ill’ being the Irish for ‘wait a while'). This started
from a protest meeting during the royal visit of 1911. Determined that a window in
Grafton Street which was showing the portraits of the king and queen should be
smashed, some of the women brought stones in their handbags. Breaking shop windows

' was considered ‘unladylike’ and they had hoped that the young men would use the

stones and make a good getaway. That was not to be. So Helena Moloney broke the
window herself and was jailed for it. Helena Moloney went on to be a founder member
of the Irish Women Workers Union and the Irish Citizen Army and she took part in the
Easter Rising, one of the 9 women and 16 men who marched from Liberty Hall to occupy
City Hall.




In 1909 Constance Mark1ev1cz had stated "'A free Ireland W1th no sex distlnctlon should
'be the motto of all natlonahst women “Arm. yourseives wzth weapons to f1ght for your
- natlon s. cause. Arm your souls wuth noble and free ldeas And if in your day the call'
should come for your body to arm do not shrmk from that elther May the asplratlon to
llfe and freedom among the women of Ireland brmg forth a Joan of Arc to free our

'There was no one Joan of Arc there were many brave women who broke down barr1ers- :
'-_'f'of gender to play a full part n the revolution That was reflected in the Proclamataon of' :
f.._the Ir1sh Repubhc whrch pledged equallty for women mcludmg the rlght to vote About
150 women - the very large maJorfty of them"C'umann na mBan - were out in the R1smg
: -_'They assrsted in despatch carrytng, flrst a1d and cooklng But ‘womeh also fought
1 ':'alongSIde their’ male comrades notably Constance Marklevrcz and Margaret Skmmder--

. who was wounded m actron at St Stephen s Green

-:_'The Volunteer leaders evacuated the Women from the GPO before the fmal act!on: A
number of them went to the Four Courts and were present with the garrrson there for

namh d’ Emnn aor o gach ceannsmacht Gallda

:_W:mfred Carney frorn Belfast and JuEra Grennan-
5“_'succeeded m remammg w1th the retreatmg Volunteers :
"They were both present in 0 Connell Street for the__
-'surrender of headquarters They w1tnessed and shared
: “'the msults, the hunger and the cold of the n1ght spent in:
 the openiin the Rotunda Gardens “Jennie Wyse Power tells
s, ‘that about 100 women were held in: K1lmamham Jall_
"afterwards S

mgh Dubhgtas de hlde as an uachtarantacnt da bharr B’ shm'“
is an run ba lelr faoin. am sin go ralbh na: Conralthemn ar son
na:hElreann ce go rafbh easaontals eatartha mafdlr le conas an_-_'_f
‘a _hamt amach Mar a dmrt an Prarsach na glualseachtai a cI fhas._':
bh ad _chun tosalgn ag obalr ar son na hElreann "m hamham saor ach'_f'

(The above is based onan artrcle by veteran Repubfrcan B
the fate Marre Comerford publrshed m 1986) FEENN

| :_Geeﬂ m.d ﬂlem,,._:_:'_-

"Gaeli 1ad fhem ni Ga1ll n& Spammgh” a delr amhran an Phuarsargh An Dord Femne Gaeil_
a ghlac pairt in Em Amach na Casca agus bhi an Em Arhach mar ‘thoradh ar ‘ath- Ghaeld”
" na hEireann a bhi‘ar siGl 6 bhunu Chonradh na Gaellge m 1893 né nios falde siar le bunuf_ '
: _-"'Chumann Luthchleas Gael 1n 1884 ' (RS R : ' '

 Maire Comerford _ ”
S ualgh srad ina mtlte 1steach sna hOgla1gh Ghlac
th 'e1s an Ard Chomha1rle erd Chontae agus_'_-':

) 'asanargh cosc ar an nuachtan Gael1c Athlete cupla seachtam ro1mh an Elrt:'._:'f
i ar merd sm ﬁr CE.G pa1rteach san EIrl Amach agus fa01 ghlas ma dhtaidh go- i

":Bin an Conradh CLG Sinn: Fem agus ha hOglaigh flte fualte agus bhr an chmd 15 mé cEe_
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The relevance of the Proclamation today
By Mary Lou McDonald, Sinn Féin MEP for Dublin

As we commemorate the 90th anniversary of the 1916 Easter
Rising and the Proclamation of the Irish Republic it is
appropriate for us to look anew at that Proclamation and to
assess its relevance to Ireland today.

The principles set out in the Proclamation have yet to be put
fully into effect in our country. It is up to us to interpret them
for our own time and to work together to achieve the type of
free, just and equal Ireland envisaged by the men and women of
1916.

So let’s look at the Proclamation again. At the core of it is Irish independence and
| sovereignty:

“We declare the right of the people of Ireland to the ownership of Ireland, and to the
unfettered control of Irish destinies, to be sovereign and indefeasible. The long
usurpation of that right by a foreign people and government has not extinguished the
right, nor can it ever be extinguished except by the destruction of the Irish people.”

- Who owns Ireland today? In the six North Eastern counties of our country the British
" government still has jurisdiction. So long as British jurisdiction and partition remain, the
B Irish people can never fulfil our full potential. Lasting peace and justice in Ireland
require national unity and sovereignty.

First of all the British government must live up to its responsibilities and implement the

Good Friday Agreement which was endorsed in referenda North and South in 1998. The

Agreement is the very minimum requirement. Of course we in Sinn Féin want to go much

| further. The Republicans of 2006 have carved out a peaceful way forward after decades
of conflict. Our destination remains a free and united Ireland.

There are others who claim ownership of Ireland. Successive governments in the 26
| Counties have sold off our natural resources to powerful multinational corporations.
That’s why the local community in Rossport, Co. Mayo, have had to campaign against the
' dangerous gas pipeline that Shell wants to push through their land. The Irish people will
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gain nothing as our gas and oil have been given away. Sinn Féin wants to see these
resources back in the ownership of the Irish people and developed safely for the benefit
of all.

| We also want to see a Europe of Equals, not a European Union in which democracy at

local and national level is being eroded. The power taken from the people by unelected
bureaucrats in Brussels should be restored. In the European Parliament we are working
for democracy, equality and peace in Europe.

"We hereby proclaim the Irish Republic as a Sovereign Independent State...”

No government that takes seriously this line in the Proclamation would allow it’s territory
to be used as a staging post in a war by a foreign power. Yet that is exactly what the Irish
government is doing by allowing Shannon Airport to be used by US forces on their way to
the Iraq war. In 1916 Pearse and Connolly and Markievicz stood against the war being
waged by the British Empire which was using tens of thousands of young Irishmen as
cannon fodder in its army. Today Sinn Féin stands for Irish sovereignty, a policy of positive
neutrality and the active pursuit of international peace and disarmament.

How does Celtic Tiger Ireland measure up to the following:

*The Republic guarantees religious and civil liberty, equal rights and equal opportunities
to all its citizens, and declares its resolve to pursue the happiness and prosperity of the
whole nation and all of its parts, cherishing all of the children of the nation equally.”

Successive Irish governments have failed that test. One in seven children in the 26
Counties - almost 150,000 - are living in consistent poverty. They suffer economic
hardship that excludes them from the quality of life and the opportunities for their
future enjoyed by a majority of children. 242,000 children are at risk of poverty.

Despite the unprecedented prosperity in the lIrish economy, it is one of the most
inequitable in the developed world. The 26 Counties comes third last in a league of 18
OECD states in terms of economic inequality. Only the United States and Italy, among the
developed countries, have worse levels of poverty and inequality. The 'United Kingdom’
is fourth from the bottom in this league and included in its figures are the Six Counties
where child poverty levels are worse than in the 26 Counties, adding to the total of
avoidable hardship for children in Ireland, 90 years after the Proclamation.

This level of poverty is inexcusable given the affluent Irish economy of the 21st century.

—
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Government have had record budget surpluses yet the opportunity to move towards an
Ireland of Equals has been squandered. Our two-tier public-private healthcare system is
grossly unequal, with the wealthy assured of the best care in the private system while
others must wait on trolleys and in queues.

One key line in the Proclamation refers to "the differences carefully fostered by an alien
government, which have divided a minority from the majority in the past”. This refers
to the British government’s policy of divide and conquer which kept Irish people
separated by using sectarianism to maintain its rule in Ireland. Like the men and women
of 1916 Sinn Féin today rejects all forms of sectarianism and bigotry. We are committed
to a process of national reconciliation and have entered a long-term dialogue with
representatives of unionism in our country.

In the spirit of the Proclamation we also say it is vital that the new communities who
have made their home in Ireland, people from all over the world who have come here to
work and study, should be made welcome.

I'he best memorial to the men and women of 1916
and to all who have given their lives for Irish
freedom will be an Ireland in which the principles
of the Proclamation are put into effect. That will

be an Irish Republic worthy of its name.




‘T'he Irish Flag

By James Connolly

The following article by James Connolly appeared in his weekly paper Workers
Republic on 8 April 1916. It was his last major political article before the Rising
and reaffirmed his lifelong teaching that the cause of national freedom and
social justice are inextricably linked. Easter Sunday, 16 April 2006, is 90 years
i to the day since Connolly raised the green flag over Liberty Hall a week before
Easter Sunday, 23 April 1916.

The Council of the Irish Citizen Army has resolved, after grave and earnest deliberation,
to hoist the green flag of Ireland over Liberty Hall, as over a fortress held for Ireland by
the arms of Irishmen.

This is a momentous decision in the most serious crisis Ireland has witnessed in our day
and generation. It will, we are sure, send a thrill through the hearts of every true Irish
man and woman, and send the red blood coursing fiercely along the veins of every lover
of the race.
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| It means that in the midst of and despite the treasons and backslidings of leaders and
guides, in the midst of and despite all the weaknesses, corruption and moral cowardice
| of a section of the people, in the midst of and despite all this there still remains in
| Ireland a spot where a body of true men and women are ready to hoist, gather round,

and to defend the flag made sacred by all the sufferings of all the martyrs of the past.
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5 Since this unholy war first started we have seen every symbol of Irish freedom
desecrated to the purposes of the enemy, we have witnessed the prostitution of every
holy Irish tradition. That the young men of Ireland might be seduced into the service of
the nation that denies every national power to their country, we have seen appeals made
to our love of freedom, to our religious instincts, to our sympathy for the oppressed, to
our kinship with suffering.

The power that for seven hundred years has waged bitter and unrelenting war upon the
- freedom of Ireland, and that still declares that the rights of Ireland must forever remain
subordinate to the interests of the British Empire, hypocritically appealed to our young
men to enlist under her banner and shed their blood ‘in the interests of freedom’.




The power whose reign in Ireland has been one long carnival of corruption and
debauchery of civic virtue, and which has rioted in the debasement and degradation of
everything Irish men and women hold sacred, appealed to us in the name of religion to
fight for her as the champion of Christendom.

The power which holds in subjection more of the world’s population than any other
power on the globe, and holds them in subjection as slaves without any guarantee of
freedom or power of self-government, this power that sets Catholic against Protestant,
the Hindu against the Mohammedan, the yellow man against the brown, and keeps them
quarrelling with each other whilst she robs and murders them all - this power appeals to
Ireland to send her sons to fight under England's banner for the cause of the oppressed.
The power whose rule in Ireland has made of Ireland a desert, and made the history of
our race read like the records of a shambles, as she plans for the annihilation of another
race appeals to our manhood to fight for her because of our sympathy for the suffering,
and of our hatred of oppression.

For generations the shamrock was banned as a national emblem of Ireland, but in her
| extremity England uses the shamrock as a means for exciting in foolish Irishmen loyalty
to England. For centuries the green flag of Ireland was a thing accurst and hated by the
English garrison in Ireland, as it is still in their inmost hearts. But in India, in Egypt, in
| Flanders, in Gallipoli, the green flag is used by our rulers to encourage Irish soldiers of
England to give up their lives for the power that denies their country the right of
nationhood. Green flags wave over recruiting offices in Ireland and England as a bait to
lure on poor fools to dishonourable deaths in England's uniform.

The national press of Ireland, the true national press, uncorrupted and unterrified, has
largely succeeded in turning back the tide of demoralisation, and opening up the minds
of the Irish public to a realisation of the truth about the position of their country in the
war. The national press of Ireland is a real flag of freedom flying for Ireland despite the
enemy, but it is well that also there should fly in Dublin the green flag of this country as
a rallying point of our forces and embodiment of all our hopes. Where better could that
flag fly than over the unconquered citadel of the Irish working class, Liberty Hall, the
fortress of the militant working class of Ireland.

We are out for Ireland for the Irish. But who are the Irish? Not the rack-renting, slum-
owning landlord; not the sweating, profit-grinding capitalist; not the sleek and oily
lawyer; not the prostitute pressman - the hired liars of the enemy. Not these are the Irish
upon whom the future depends. Not these, but the Irish working class, the only secure
foundation upon which a free nation can be reared.

The cause of labour is the cause of Ireland, the cause of Ireland is the cause of labour.
They cannot be dissevered. Ireland seeks freedom. Labour seeks that an Ireland free
should be the sole mistress of her own destiny, supreme owner of all material things
within and upon her soil. Labour seeks to make the free Irish nation the guardian of the
interests of the people of Ireland, and to secure that end would vest in that free Irish
nation all property rights as against the claims of the individual, with the end in view
that the individual may be enriched by the nation, and not by the spoiling of his fellows.

Having in view such a high and holy function for the nation to perform, is it not well and
fitting that we of the working class should fight for the freedom of the nation from
foreign rule, as the first requisite for the free development of the national powers
needed for our class? It is so fitting. Therefore on Sunday, 16 April 1916 the green flag
of Ireland will be solemnly hoisted over Liberty Hall as the symbol of our faith in
freedom, and as a token to all the world that the working class of Dublin stands for the
cause of Ireland, and the cause of Ireland is the cause of a separate and distinct
nationality.

In these days of doubt, despair, and resurgent hope we fling our banner to the breeze,
the flag of our fathers, the symbol of our national redemption, the sunburst shining over
an Ireland re-born.
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Connolly andi(inset) the
Starry Plough, flag of the
_rish Citizen Army.
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The Foggy Dew

As down the glen one Easter morn to a city fair rode |
There armed lines of marching'men in squadrons passed me by
No fife did hum nor battle drum did sound its dread tatoo

But the Angelus bell o'er the Liffey swell rang out through the foggy dew.

| Right proudly high over Dublin Town they hung out the flag of war

‘Twas better to die 'neath an Irish sky than at Suvla or Sud El Bar
And from the plains of Royal Meath strong men came hurrying through
While Britannia's sons, with their long range guns sailed in through the

foggy dew.

Oh, the night fell black and the rifles crack made "Perfidious Albion" reel

'Mid the leaden rail, seven tongues of flame did shine o'er the lines of steel
By each shining blade, a prayer was said that to Ireland her sons be true
And when morning broke still the war flag shook out its fold in the Foggy

Dew.

‘Twas Britannia bade our Wild Geese go that small nations might be free
But their lonely graves are by Suvla's waves or the shore of the Great
North Sea

Oh, had they died by Pearse's side or fought with Cathal Brugha

Their names we would keep where the Fenians sleep 'neath the shroud of

the foggy dew.

But the bravest fell, and the r\equiem bell rang mournfully and clear
For those who died that Eastertide in the springing of the year
And the world did gaze, in deep amaze, at those fearless men, but few

Who bore the fight that freedom's light might shine through the foggy dew.

Ah, back through the glen | rode again and my heart with grief was sore
For | parted then with valiant men whom | never shall see more
But to and fro in my dreams | go and | kneel and pray for you,

For slavery fled, Oh glorious dead, when you fell in the foggy dew.
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THOMAS CLARKE was born on the Isle of
Wight, England, of Irish parents in 1858.
He spent his early childhood in South Africa
but returned from there to Dungannon,
County Tyrone, when he was ten. When he
was a young man he went to America
where he joined Clan na Gael, an Irish-
American organisation which was closely
associated with the Fenians.

In England on a Fenian mission he was
captured in 1883 and spent almost 16 years
in English convict jails. At the age of 35 he
was able to write from the prison that he
had spent almost a third of his life in jail.
On his release, broken in health, but not in
spirit, he set about re-organising the IRB
and planning a rising against the English.
He fought in the GPO in Easter Week.

A Fenian to the end, he was shot in
Kilmainham on May 3rd 1916.

PADRAIG PEARSE, described as “the
greatest of the great men of Easter Week”,
was born in Dublin in 1879.

A leading member of the Gaelic League, he
learned to speak Irish as well as he spoke
English, and he wrote prose, poetry and

plays in both languages. He founded Scoil
Eanna, a school for boys, and many of his
pupils fought beside him in Easter Week.
An orator of extraordinary power, his
oration over the grave of O’Donovan Rossa
in 1915 will never be forgotten:

“Ireland unfree shall never be at peace”
A member of the Military Council of the
IRB, he was President of the Provisional
Government of the Irish Republic. Outside
the GPO in Dublin on Easter Monday, 24th
April, 1916, he read the Proclamation of
the Republic to the citizens of Dublin. To
the court martial which tried him after the
surrender, he said:

"When | was a child of ten, | went on my
bare knees by my bedside one night and
promised God that | should devote my life
to an effort to free my country. | have kept
my promise.”

He was shot in Kilmainham on May 3rd
1916.

THOMAS MacDONAGH was born in
Cloughjordan, County Tipperary, in 1878.

He was educated at Rockwell College,
Cashel. Poet, playwright and teacher, he

became associated with Pearse in the
Gaelige League, and was his friend and
helper in the founding of Scoil Eanna.
Director of Organisation in the lIrish
Volunteers, he was in command during
Easter Week in Jacob’s Factory where his
brother, Joseph, also fought. Believing that
it should be a fight to the finish, he agreed
to surrender only after much persuasion.
He was shot in Kilmainham on May 3rd
1916.

JOSEPH MARY PLUNKETT, son of Count
Plunkett, was born in Dublin in 1887.

. Though he was delicate from childhood,

his ill health did not prevent him from

' taking an active part in advancing the

cause of Ireland. A close friend of Thomas
MacDonagh, he too was a poet and an
enthusiast of the Irish language.

He was one of the founders of the Irish
Volunteers in 1913 and later, as a member
of the IRB, he travelled on secret missions
to Germany and the USA. He was director
of Military Operations in the Volunteers
and prepared the plans for the Rising in
1916. He left a sick bed to take part in the

fighting in the General Post Office.

The youngest of the signatories of the
Proclamation of the Irish Republic, he was
married to Grace Gifford in the chapel in
Kilmainham a few hours before he was shot
there on May 4th 1916.

EDWARD DALY was born in Limerick in
1891.

His father had taken part in the Fenian
Rising in 1867.

He spent a short time in Glasgow as a boy,
but returned to Ireland and later came to
Dublin where he lived with Thomas Clarke
who had married his sister, Kathleen Daly.
He was one of the first to join the Irish
Volunteers when they were founded in
1913 and soon became a commandant. In
Easter Week he was in the North King
Street area. His headquarters was the Four
Courts where some of the fiercest fighting
took place. .

He was shot in Kilmainham on May 4th
1916.
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occupants refused to surrender a fierce

were senously wounded The famlly was-;
forced to surrender through lack of'
ammumtlon ' Sl
Thomas Kent was trled by court martla' :

born n'_'

[rish’ freedom, and ‘as natlonal orgamser of " ;
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JAMES CONNOLLY, republican, socialist,
trade union organiser and prolific writer
was born of Irish parents in Edinburgh,
Scotland, in 1868 and started to work
there when he was only a child of 11.

He founded the Irish Socialist Republican
Party in Dublin in 1896. He spent seven
years in America before he returned to
Ireland to organise the labour movement.

He helped to form the Irish Citizen Army,
which joined with the Irish Volunteers at
Easter 1916. Commandant-General of the
Dublin Division, Irish Republican Army,
during Easter Week, he was badly wounded
in the fighting in the General Post Office.

When sentenced to death by the British, he
was brought in an ambulance to
Kilmainham on May 12th 1916, and shot
while strapped to a chair.

He was the last of the Easter Week men to
be executed in Kilmainham.

ROGER CASEMENT was born in County
Dublin in 1864 and entered the British Civil
Service in 1891.

Casement gained worldwide admiration for
his exposure of the savage treatment
meted out by imperialists to native
peoples slaving on rubber plantations in
Africa and South America.

Returning to Ireland in 1913, he threw
himself into the cause of freedom at home
and became a founder of Oglaigh na
hEireann. After unsuccessfully trying to
form an Irish Brigade from among the Irish
prisoners of war in Germany he travelled
home to Ireland in a German U-boat but
was arrested by the British when he arrived

at Banna Strand, County Kerry, on Good
Friday 1916.

Charged with "treason”, he was put on
trial in London and condemned to death on
June 29th. During the trial and the
campaign for Casement’s reprieve, the
British government circulated diaries they
alleged to be Casement’s and designed to
undermine the campaign and to try to
make his execution acceptable, especially
to opinion in America.

Roger Casement was hanged in Pentonville
Prison, London, on August 3rd 1916.

The Stonebreakers’
Yard, Kilmainham Jail,
where 14 of the 16
leaders were executed

Padraig Pearse Thomas MacDonagh

Michael O’Hanrahan William Pearse

Sean Heuston Con Colbert

5 |
H‘ g .,

Sean MacDiarmada

James Connolly

Roger Casement

Thomas Kent
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Saving 16 Moore Street
sinn Féin has been to the fore in the campaign to preserve Number 16 Moore Street, the

site of the final meeting of the Provisional Government of the Irish Republic in 1916,
the house from which they marched out after the surrender. It was Dublin Sinn Féin

. councillors who successfully proposed that the City Council place a preservation order

on the building. But much more remains to be done. The building needs to be restored
and turned into a museum as a fitting tribute to the men and women of 1916. Here
Michedl MacDonncha relates the story of this historic house.

After five days of fighting in the centre of Dublin, British incendiary shells found their
main target, the GPO, the headquarters of the Army of the Irish Republic, on the Friday
of Easter Week, 28th April 1916.

The President of the Provisional Government of the Irish Republic, P.H. Pearse, ordered
the evacuation of the burning GPO. Volunteers were to exit from the Henry Street side
of the building, enter Moore Street and proceed to the Williams and Woods factory in
Parnell Street, there to make a last stand or, possibly, break out of the city.

The O’Rahilly led the advance party up to Moore Street, past No. 16, under fire from the
British barricade at the Parnell Street end. They reached as far as Sackville Lane, now
O’Rahilly Parade. They took cover in the doorway and then O’Rahilly gave a last blast on
his whistle and they charged the barricade but were cut down immediately by gunfire
from the Sixth Sherwood Foresters who were manning the British barricade.

. The Volunteers killed in Moore Street were Micheal O Rathaile (The O’Rahilly), Henry
. Coyle, Francis Macken, Michael Mulvihill, Patrick Shortis.

O’Rahilly lay dying in the lane for many hours. He wrote a last note to his wife on a piece

< of paper in his breast pocket through which a bullet had passed.

: The evacuation of the GPO proceeded with the wounded James Connolly being carried

on a stretcher. The Republicans entered shops in Moore Street and tunnelled their way
through the buildings until they reached No. 16. Rubble in the adjoining building
prevented them from going further.

The remnants of the GPO garrison, including five members of the Provisional




:_:factron Some proposed ﬁghtmg to therr last bullet

___Vot Joe Good (ln t'Enchanted by Dreams the Journal of a Revolutronary. Brandon 1996)

_:-._'a house opposrte 16 Moore Street They were told to advance by the Bntrsb troops
3_'then were shot down. The mairn: motwatron of the Repubhcans 1n surrendermg was t
g 'save the lwes of c1v1l1ans T B : S : R

-_.Aprrl It was decrded by a ma}orrty to open negotratrons w1th the Brrtrsh Pearse reco
"'_the decrsron in pencri on-a rectangle of cardboard whrch ‘had been the backmg of
-"'framed prcture (The document was acqu1red by the Nataonal Lrbrary m 1966 )'

::'The mernbers of the Provrsronal Government present were P H Pearse James Co

f"{’gam remgmﬁon of ire!ands netronal clarm at an mternatronal peac

-_'j'a_majorrty to open negotratrons wrth the Brrtrsh Commander G

: PH Pearse SRTT
.-_Commandant Generai
_'.:-:Comrnandlng in Chief
'-'-"Army of the lnsh Republ

: 'Nurse Ehzabeth 0 Farrell was sent under a flag of truce to Brrgadrer Generat Lowe of the
Brrtlsh Army whom she met 1n Parnell Street Lowe. demanded uncondltlonal surrender
'-.'After a short__consultatron the members of the Provrsronal Government agreed 3

_h_Government srgnatorres of the Proclamatlon spent the mght of the 28/29th Apr'l"rn=_16 ;
Moore Street The Brrtrsh bombardment contmued all around thern and on the Satur y':
mormng the: Republlcans conferred but' could not reach agreement on tnelr course of'

' recailed that one mcrdent was decrswe A group of cwahans attempted to evacuate from ;
_Moore Street were executed along w;th 11 of thelr comrades _- :

Around "the bed of wounded James Connolly the Provrsronal Government of the' rish ..:
Repubhc held its last meetmg fn. 16 Moore Street at about 14 45pm on Saturday 29th'.

Thomas Clarke Sean MacDrarmada and Joseph Plunkett Therr decrsron was reco.r.' d

: Belrevmg that the glorrous stand whrch has been mede by the soldrers"of-':
!rrsh freeo‘om durmg the éast frve days m Dublm hos been suffrcrent: o_"
':'_conference ond desrrous of preventmg further s[aughter of the crv;l_-__

:"'populatron and to save the l rves of as. many as poss:ble of our fol!owers
the members of the Provrs;onal Govemment here present heve ogreed by:

_ 30pm Pearse and Nurse 0 Farrell teft 16 Moore Street and watked up to the Junctron
¢ rnell Street where Pearse surrendered to General Lowe handrng h1m a sword

6 Moore Street was evacuated and the Votunteers surrendered As they were marchrng{'__f__ _.
p Moore Street they saw the body of The O Rah1lly in Sackvrlle Lane AR

he ﬁve members of the Prowsronal Government who had held therr last meetmg m 16[:

..1ldmg ' 'las" an honoured place m the hrstory of Dublm and !reland and should notg"f
engu fed by rampant consumensm It should be preserved as a culturat monument to".'_
S of the rnen and women who dled for the Irlsh Republlc R T

Padraig Pearse (right, in slouch. - -
hat) and Elizabeth O'Farrell with -
British officers on Parnell Street "
after the surrender on 29 April




" The Hunger Strikers of 1981 -
inspired by the legacy of Kaster Week

As well as marking the 90th anniversary of the 1916 Rising, 2006 is the 25th anniversary
of the 1981 Hunger Strike in which ten young Republicans died. The link was made by
the leader of that Hunger Strike, Bobby Sands when he wrote in his Diary:

q "/ may die but the Republic of 1916 will never die. Onward to that
| Republic and the liberation of our people.”

The first Republican to die on hunger strike was one of the surviving leaders of the 1916
Rising. Commandant Thomas Ashe led the Republican forces in Fingal. In Mountjoy Jail
3 in 1917 he was denied his status as a political prisoner. He went on hunger strike and
died as a result of forced feeding. He said:

“They have branded me as a criminal. Even though [ die, | die in a good
cause.”

| When Terence MacSwiney TD, Mayor of Cork, died on hunger strike in 1920 the placard
on the door of Cork City Hall declared:

. "Terence MacSwiney, murdered by the Foreign Enemy, in the Fourth Year
| of the Republic.”

And after ten men died on hunger strike in 1981 the republican prisoners in the H-Blocks,
as they announced the end of the protest, told the world:

. “Our comrades have lit with their very lives an eternal beacon which will
inspire this nation and crush oppression forever...”




.—frish Hunger

Strikers 1917-1976
THOMAS ASHE, Mountjoy Jail

- 25 September 1917

MICHAEL FITZGERALD, Cork Prison
- 17 October 1920

JOSEPH MURPHY, Cork Prison
- 25 October 1920

TERRENCE MCSWINEY, Brixton Prison,
England - 25 October 1920

JOSEPH WHITTY, Curragh Camp
- 2 September 1923

DENIS BARRY, Newbridge Camp
- 20 November 1923

ANDY SULLIVAN, Newbridge Camp
- 22 November 1923

TONY D’ARCY, Arbour Hill
- 16 April 1940

SEAN MCNEELA, Arbour Hill
- 19 April 1940

SEAN MCCAUGHEY, Portlaoise Prison
- 11 May 1946

MICHAEL GAUGHAN, Parkhurst Prison,
England - 3 June 1974

FRANK STAGG, Wakefield Prison,
England - 12 February 1976

The H-Block

Hunger Strikers
of 1981

BOBBY SANDS, Belfast
- 5 May 1981

Thomas Ashe

FRANCIS HUGHES, Co. Derry
- 12 May 1981

RAYMOND MCCREESH, Co. Armagh
- 21 May 1981

PATSY O’HARA, Derry City
- 21 May 1981

Michael Gaughan Francis Hughes

JOE MCDONNELL, Belfast
- 8 July 1981

MARTIN HURSON, Co. Tyrone
- 13 July 1981

KEVIN LYNCH, Co. Derry
- 1 August 1981

KIERAN DOHERTY TD, Belfast ! Raymond McCreesh Martin Hurson

- 2 August 1981

THOMAS MCELWEE, Co. Derry
- 8 August 1981

MICHAEL DEVINE, Derry City
- 20 August 1981

L

Kevin Lynch Kieran Doherty TD Thomas McElwee Michael Devine



