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ident and West Belfast MP Gerry Adams, were shot
and injured in a sectarian murder bid in Belfast city

CANS, including Sinn Fein pres-

centre on Wednesday afternoon.

Gerry Adams was hit in
Keenan was shot in the

wounds to the body and hands, and Kevin Rooney was
wounded in the body. A fifth man, Bob Murray, who
was travelling with them at the time of the attack, es-

caped injury.

Although seriously injured,
all four men were reported to
be in a stable condition in
hospital on Wednesday mght.

The shooting occurred in
Howard Street, behind Bel-
fast’s City Hall at around
1.30pm.

The five men were driving from
Belfast Magistrate’s Court where
Gerry Adams, Sean Keenan and
Bob Murray, along with three other
men, were facing obstruction char-
ges — maliciously brought by the
RUC after an attempt by them to
seize a Tricolour from a Sinn Fein
cavalcade during last year's West-
minster elections.

A car pulled alongside Kevin
Rooney's car and there was a burst
of gunfire from three weapons. The
would-be assassins’ car was stopped
in Wellington Place shortly after-

wards and three men were arrested.

the neck and shoulder, Sean|
face, Joe Keenan received

One was reported to be suffering
from a bullet wound inflicted by
himself or a fellow gunman.

The murder bid was later claim-
ed by the UFF, a regular cover
name for the legal UDA.

Reaction to the shootings ranged
from hypocritical mouthings from
establishment nationalist politic-
ians, which still managed to suggest
justification for the murder bid, to
more open welcome for the attack
from loyalist politicians, the spirit
of which was best represented by
DUP Assembly member George
Seawright who stated that, as a
constituent of Gerry Adams in West
* Belfast, he regretted that the attack
had not been a complete success.

Sinn Fein has declared:

“If the shooting was an attempt
to drive us off the streets or under-
graund it has already failed.”

® Gerry Adams, Bob Murray and Sean Keenan
on their way into Belfast Magistrates’ Court

2.30pm Saturday, March 24th
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WEDNESDAY’S murder attempt on
four republicans in Belfast will not
drive Sinn Fein members off the streets
or underground, the party has stated.

A Sinn Fein statement on Wednesday
afternoon, March 14th, said:

“The shoormg in Belfasr today of four
members of Sinn Fein, Gerry Adams, Sean
Keenan, Joe Keenan and Kevin Rooney,
;:omes as no surprise to the nationalist peop-
e.

“If today’s shooting was an attempt to
drive us off the streets or underground, it
has already failed.

“Our membership are aware of the con-
stant danger to which they are all exposed
and they freely accept this danger. It is not
new for Sinn Fein members to be victims of
this type of attack, which testifies to the
resilience of our opposition to British rule.

“Today s attack was made possible by the
RUC. Had they not maliciously brought a
charge of obstruction against Gerry Adams
and our other comrades, they would not
have been available for assassination.

“Indeed the RUC/British government re-
fusal to allow a firearm to be issued to Gerry
Adams (in contrast to other elected repre-

target but also a vulnerable one — a fact that
the RUC were well aware of.”

VICE-PRESIDENTS
In another statement, Sinn Fein vice-
presidents John  Joe McGirl and Phil Flynn

injury, gave the of what h

March 16th, 1984
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® Three men wers arrested after the car used in the attack was stopped in We//lnymn Place
=

NOT INTIMIDATED

— SINN FEIN

sentatives) made him not only an available:

referred to the murders of Sinn Fein vice-
president Maire Drumm in 1976 and the
more recent murder of Sinn Fein election
worker Peter Corrigan in Armagh in 1982,
which  “further demonstrates the danger
which Sinn Fein members face in their
everyday lives”,

They continued:

“For Gerry Adams, this danger was in-

moaning.
d in the Belfast at-

tack on Wednesday, March 14th, in which Ge:ry Adams, Sean Keenan,

I'm OK".

by the broadcast of a scurrilous
creased y /o scugfloas

Jast. This plagramme enm/ed ‘The Hon-
ourable Member for West Belfast’ was
produced by ITV’s World in Action’ team
and deliberately aimed, in the words of its
producer John Ware, to ‘stitch-up” Gerry
Adams.

“Neijther snide attacks in the media, nor

‘There were about 20 shots —Bob Murray

BOB MURRAY, who was the only person in the ambushad car to escape Kevin Rooney said he was also hit,

consequent gun attacks in the streets, wijl/
deter Sinn Fein members from lhe:r work
in proclaiming the of fr

"In the firm knowledge that the;r con-
tribution in achieving freedom is far from
over, we extend best wishes to our com-
rades Gerry Adams, Sean Keenan, Joe Keen-
an and Kevin Rooney and wish them a
speedy recovery.”

towards the hospital and when we got

| asked Gerry if he had been hit and
he said: ‘Yes, a couple of times, but

but he kepigon driving through traffic
lights and straight to the hospital.

there, | ran into the casualty depart-
ment, told them | had four shot men

@® We left the court at around 1.20pm
and we had a car waiting for us to take
us to get something to eat during the
recess. A

We walked across the road to the
other side of Chichester Street to the
car. Gerry got into the front passenger
seat, | got into the back and moved
across behind the driver, Joe Keenan
got in beside me and Sean Keenan got
in last and closed the door.

There seemed to be very light traf-
fic about, but we just checked around
to see if there were any other cars sit-
ting in the area — there weren't any.

[ sveamon tRacey |
THE FINAL run-up to the
two local government by-
elections, which Sinn Fein is
contesting in the North, has
begun with daily canvassing
in both areas, the distribut-
ion of leaflets and the final
touches being put to election
machinery for polling day.

In Area ‘D’ of Dungannon Dist-
rict council, where Peter Sherry
is the sole nationalist candidate,
a systematic canvass is being carried
out, which will take the campaign
right up to polling day next Tues-
day, March 20th.

Sinn Fein president Gerry Ad-
ams, just days before he was shot,
joined Danny Morrison, Sinn Fein’s
EEC candidate, in canvassing nat-
ionalist estates around Dungannon.

Peter Sherry’s manifesto concen-"
trates on local lssues, hlghhghtmg

corruption of the unionist-domin-
ated council.

The manifesto points out:

“Fifteen years after the civil
rights campaign there is still massive
discrimination in Dungannon. The
unionist policy of deliberately not
providing factories west of the
Bann has led to mass unemploy-

ment. Natmna/lsrs are d/scr/mln gannon D/str/c
th

15 P
e

Joe Keenanrand Kevin Rooney were injured.

We went down Chichester Street and
turned right into Oxford Street, and
then right into May Street.

We drove up May Street and to the
best of my recollection, we were up
past the City Hall, close to the Scandia
Restaurant, when there were about 20
shots.

As soon as | heard the shots, |
curled up, hit the deck and shouted to
the driver, Kevin Rooney, to keep
driving. | turned round and could see
that Sean was badly injured and was
bleeding from the face. Joe Keenan
was sitting next to me and was

RUG ASSAULT IN HOSPITAL

DANNY MORRISON, Sinn Fein elected represent-
ative for Mid-Ulster, visited the four injured men in
hospital, not long after they had arrived there.

Afterwards, he was provided with a room by hos-
pital staff in which to talk to the uninjured Bob
Murray.

Within a few minutes, however, RUC men burst
through the door and grabbed the two men, whose

Everyone was conscious. We sped

identities they clearly knew. They pushed them up
against the wall and searched them.

When the two republicans tried to leave the room,
protesting that they were not under arrest, an RUC
man stepped forward and arrested them for alleged-
ly assaulting another RUC man (No 2029).

Hospital staff intervened and said that the RUC
were responsible for the fracas, and after 15 minutes
Morrison and Murray were released.

in the car and they acted immediately 99

BELFAST AND DUNGANNON BY-ELECTIONS

GAMPAI

Owen Carron while canvassing in the area

@ Peter Shaﬂy, Sinn Fein candidate in Dungnnlmn A/u Y2 locnl gavammanr byelnuon is /mned by Danny Morrison and

GNS IN TOP GEAR

other comparable towns already

have.”
SEAN McKNIGHT

In Belfast Area ‘F’, the campaign
to elect Sean McKnight to the vac-
ant Belfast Council seat has sim-
ilarly moved into top gear with
canvassing taking place throughout
the nationalist areas.

McKnight's manifesto points to
:ha inner city deprivation of Bel-

ast.

“For too long the people of the
working-lass areas of Belfast have
been forced to exist in sub-standard
housing and in an environment
that is positively damaging to their
health and well-| be/ng, without hav-
ing any real say in the shape, plann-
ing or lay-outs of those environ-
ments.

“Sinn Fein will insist on the

ate sectors, for example,
man Creamery employs 80 people,
only two are nationalists; of the
37 directly employed by Dun—

Killy-

t Caumll 0.

 drivers.

exist in Dungan Te | Coll-
ege, South Tyrone Hospital, the lib-
rary, Housing Executive offices,
crown buildings and school-bus

Sinh, £o

service. Sinn Fein is™
figmlng for the provision of bus
shelters in Dungannon, the only
~town without them. Sinn Fein
will be pressing for a leisure and

'mmmﬁ“"‘amwﬁmm ’

people’s right to consultation at
every level — consultation on the
type of homes they inhabit, con-
sultation on the fixing of rents
for those homes, consultation on
the rates they pay, campmb/9

/I/
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THERE IS considerable anger in County Longford
this week at the loss of their St Patrick’s Day Par-
ade due to the Coalition government’s undemocrat-
ic campaign against Sinn Fein. The parade, said to
be the biggest outside Dublin, has been organised
by the Chamber of Commerce for the past ten

years.

And in Tuam; County Galway, the annual parade is also being
used by the Coalition in their anti-Sinn Fein witch-hunt.
Other parades could yet be affected.

Pat Stenson, president of the
Longford Chamber of Commerce
and chairperson of the St Patrick’s
Day Parade Organising Committee
was informed by Patrick Freeman,

at this late stage, as they were rely-
ing on their band, and he expressed
the view that the military authorit-
ies had introduced “sectional party
politics” into an event that never
ional politics in it before.

Free State army at
* Connolly Barracks in Longford,
that there would be no participat-
ion in the parade by his soldiers
unless an undertaking was given in
writing that there would be no
participation by Sinn Fein.

An emergency meeting of the
Chamber of Commerce on Tues-
day night decided to cancel the
parade.

Michael Nevin, Sinn Fein counc-
illor and chairperson of Longford
County Council, would have been
on the reviewing stand.

AUTHORITY
The instructions about particip-
ating and the order directing the
letter to the Chamber came, accord-
ing to Commandant Freeman, “from
a higher military authority.”
Coalition Defence Minister Pat-

had

Paddy Fallon, chairperson of the
local Vintners Association and
member of the Chamber of Com-
merce, said:

“People are very disappointed,
especially the children here. Who-
ever is responsible ought to be
ashamed of themselves.”

A motion was passed at Feb-
ruary’s meeting of Longford Coun-
ty Council condemning the action
of the Free State Minister for the
Environment, Liam Kavanagh, in
refusing to meet a delegation from
the council on February 8th be-
cause Michael Nevin, Sinn Fein
councillor and chairperson of Long-
ford County Council, was on it.

® EDDIE FULLERTON

on the stand.
The local FCA unit has also been
ordered by Cooney to wi

® MICHAEL NEVIN

for the deputation by the other
members of the council, which
includes two junior of the

from that parade.

NEW YORK
This decision by the Coalition

to use St Patrick’s Day Parades in
their campaign against Sinn Fein is |

surprising. They obviously have not
learned a lesson from their humil-
iation last year in New York, when
their non-participation in the prest-
igious New York parade, because
Michael Flannery was grand marsh-
al, totally rebounded on them.

While depriving the people of
Longford of their parade, and dis-
rupting the Tuam one, the Coalit-
ion is this year taking part in the
New York parade, even though
Michael O'Rourke, who is wanted
in the Free State for escaping from
Green Street Courthouse in 1976,
is honorary grand marshal and his
wife will be on the reviewing stand
with the Free State consul.

The Coalition government ob-
viously thinks that the nationalist
feelings of people in the twenty-six
counties are less than those of Irish-
Americans.

GALWAY

Meanwhile, a deputation from
Galway County Council due to
meet Fine Gael Junior Minister for
the Environment Fergus O'Brien
today, Thursday, have been told
that he “knows Sinn Fein is on it”
and is not prepared to meet the

TUAM
In Tuam, the Coalition Junior
Minister Paul C of Fine
Gael d on

until the Sinn Fein rep-

rick Cooney admitted on

that he had instigated the affair.
Pat Stenson explained that they

felt unable to go ahead with the

_parade without the Free State army-

©® PHIL FLYNN

night that he will not be on the
reviewing stand at the St Patrick’s
Day Parade there, because Sinn
Fein councillor Frank Glynn will be

with

Frank Glynn, Sinn Fein counc-
illor and former chairperson on Gal-
way County Council, was selected

same status as O’Brien.

Neither John Donnellan, Junior
Minister for Social Welfare nor Paul ‘
Connaughton, Agriculture, objected |
to Frank Glynn's election on to the
deputation, in fact it was a unanim-
ous decision. Both ministers voted
for Glynn as chairperson of the
council in 1979.

The Galway councillors are meet-
ing O’Brien to press for more mon-
ey from central funds for Galway
and Frank Glynn, elected to repre-
sent the people of Galway, is not
prepared to withdraw from the
deputation to comply with what
he describes as “a blatant denial of
the people’s right to representat-

ion”.
DONEGAL

Free State Minister for the En-
vironment Liam Kavanagh was ser-
iously embarrassed when publicly
challenged by Sinn Fein councillors
in Donegal last Friday, March 9th.

Kavanagh was in Donegal to
open the new Ballintra/Laghey by-
pass on the Ballyshannon to Don-
egal road, and put his stomach
before his principles by attending
a dinner in the company of Sddie
Fullerton, Sinn Fein member of
Donegal County Council and Bun-
crana Urban District Council.

However, when the various dep-
utations from the Donegal local
councils met him in the Abbey
Hotel in Donegal town later, he
declared that he would have to
withdraw if the Sinn Fein council-
lors stayed.

Eddie Fullerton, one of the three
Sinn Fein candidates for Connaught/

Ulster
elections, replied to Kavanagh's
demands about Sinn Fein elected
representatives denouncing viol-
ence:

“We do not advocate violence
but we defend the right of the Irish
people to resist British rule in
Ireland and see it as their duty to
do so,” he said.

“We have never heard your party

| nor your Coalition partners de-

nouncing British or Free State viol-
ence. We have the right to represent
the people who voted for us — they
are being denied their democratic
rights as well.”

BUNDORAN

Sinn Fein elected representatives
Paddy Brady and Joe O'Neill were
both on the deputation from Bun-
doran Urban Council which met
Kavanagh to discuss plans for a
sewage plant for the area and funds
for urban roads.

Attacking Kavanagh on his de-

nial of democracy to Sinn Fein’

representatives, Joe O’Neill said
that he was in the mould of “fasc-
ists like Hitler and Maggie Thatch-
er”,

“When democracy suits you, it's
right, but when it does not suit
you, it’s wrong,” he told Kavanagh,
and declared that ‘it was insulting,
not to them personally, but to the
people who elected them.

Joe O’Neill and Paddy Brady '

then withdrew from the meeting
“in the interests of the people of
Donegal and their rights to the
services under discussion”. .

BALLYSHANNON
The next deputation to meet
Kavanagh also had two Sinn Fein
councillors on it, Anthony O'Mall-
ey-Daly and Gerry Sheerin from
Ballysh Town - C issi

ers.
Already reeling from the trounc-
ing from Fullerton and O'Neill,
Kavanagh was then castigated by
Anthony O’Malley-Daly, who told

him that neither he, nor his fellow

party members, Conor Cruise O’
Brien or Dick Spring, would be
remembered for their love of de-
mocracy.

Kavanagh had earlier tried to ev-
ade these confrontations by sending
a message to Bundoran Urban
Council that their deputation, in-
cluding the Sinn Fein members,
could arrange a meeting with his
officials, a climb-down from his
widely publicised “no dealings with
Sinn Fein” statements.

in the forthcoming EEC



off by their solid

Mr and Mrs Cockcroft, who were
both aged 77, had only moved that
weekend into their new home in
The Willows — a cloistered housing
estate near Lurgan Hospital. While
both had had Pprevious experience
of a solid fuel fire it appears that a
fault in the fire led to the release of
carbon monoxide fumes which kill-
ed them both,

Such faults are not uncommon
with this type of heating system.
Brendan Curran, Sinn Fein’s con-
stituency  representative
North Armagh area, uncovered a
second case of dangerous fumes es-
caping while following up on Sun-
day’s tragic incident.

In Twinbrook, on the outskirts

THE TRAGIC DEATHS on Su
couple in Lurgan, County Armagh

. fuel fire, has brought to li
uation surrounding the use of such fig eohte danoe

nday, March 11th, of an elderly

, from poisonous fumes given
rous sit-
res.

of West Belfast, Wwhere almost 1
hpmgs have been converted f:?rg
filsmct heating to two types of sol-
id fuel heating, dozens of faults
occurred as a result of Poor design
b?d workmanship, and a lack of ad:
vice on using and maintaining the
fires.

The metal “flues’ or chimneys,
for example, were in many cases
not properly filled, resulting in
downdraughts, blow-backs and
homes filled with fumes. Workmen,
many of whom were not skilled at
installing such systems, failed to fit
the correct pipes together, flues
were occasionally blocked, thermo-
stats to regulate the intensity of the
fires were broken and not replaced,

el sl
ly dangerous solid fuel heating systems

while fittings on the fires were dam-
aged.

POLEGLASS

An apparently stupid piece of
designing was exposed by Sinn Fein
in Poleglass, who discovered that on
at least two occasions a plastic dust
cover for the tank in the loft had
melted and pieces of plastic had
blocked pipes leading to serious da-
mage to the system — one fire had
to be completely replaced — and
considerable hardship for the two

pensioners involved.

While it is true that in Twin-
brook and Poleglass representatives
from the Coal Advisory Service vis-
ited homes, in at least one area, the
Lower Falls, in West Belfast, ten-
ants who moved in, in the middle
of February, have still to have any-
one call and advise them,

In Portadown, Brendan Curran
talked with a representative from
the Coal Advisory Service who
blandly informed him that they us-
ually allowed tenants to use the fire

for a few days before they called:
an attitude which Curran describeé
as callous and dangerous,

Richard McAuley, Sinn Fein’s
constituency  representative for
Twinbrook and Poleglass, follow-
ing speedy representation 0 the
Housing Executive, succeeded i
getting a commitment from the
Executive that they would initiate
an urgent information campaign,
The Executive also agreed to check
with their architects about the faul-

® CHARLES BRETT
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ive policy.
The Housing

IN A carefully-worded statement,
which will have little practical effect,
the retiring chairperson of the North's
Housing Executive, Charles Brett, last
Thursday, March 8th, criticised the
biased make-up of the Northern Ire-
land Housing Council, which influences
both government and Housing Execut-

of representatives from each of the North's
26 district councils, has a unionist majority
and makes three statutory nominations to
the Executive’s board.

Brett called on the Housing Council to
“interpret democracy in a broader way and
return to its own first principles by elect-
ing councillors drawn from all three of the

Council, which consists

Eviction resisted

[_8v macvE armsTRONG |

AN ATTEMPTED illegal eviction of a West Belfast couple was
luckily prevented by Sinn Fein last Sunday night, March 11th,
when a private landlord, accompanied by three bully-boys,
entered the pair’s one-room bedsit and placed their belongings

outside in the rain.

Three weeks ago, absentee
landlord of the Andersonstown
Road house, Gerard Davey, gave
Patsy and Lisa Herdman a verbal
ultimatum to quit their bedsit
within the month because he in-
ferred that he did not want mar-
ried couples — with the prospect
of young children — staying in
the house. Lisa Herdman is al-
most sevén months pregnant.

The Herdmans explained that
they would do their best to vacate
the premises — for which they are
paying the gross sum of £22 per
week — and immediately began

Ppremises, as required by law, the
landlord told the couple to leave
and returned last Sunday night
with three ‘heavies’.

BULLY-BOYS

Illegally entering their bedsit,
the bully-boys began packing the
Herdmans’ belongings into plastic
bags. Lisa ran out of the house,
crying, while Patsy, acting on pre-
vious advice from his solicitor,
telephoned the RUC believing
that they would have to prevent
the eviction.

However, when they eventual-
ly arrived, half an hour later, they

enquiring into the of
renting alternative accommodat-
ion.

However, with the scarcity of
both suitable and reasonably-pric-
ed accommodation on the market
in Belfast, the Herdmans drew a
complete blank. .

Again, without giving the
couple written potice to quit the

P b b

in d Patsy that
they could not get involved as it
was a ‘civil case’. i
The Herdmans, at this point
almost out on the street homeless,
waved down a taxi-driver who in-
formed Sinn Fein of the event.
Within minutes, Alex Maskey,
Sinn Fein city councillor, arrived
at the house and after speaking

to the landlord, moved the Herd-
mans’ belongings back into their
flat. Mrs Herdman explains:

“We are now living virtually
under siege, all the time waiting
for the landlord to come back and
do the same thing all over again. |
am really frightened, as he pushed
me out of his way the last time.
He didn‘t care that | was pregnant

atall.”
CRITICAL

Commenting on the incident,
Alex Maskey said:

““l am extremely critical of the
RUC's involvement in this case.
Not only were they giving the
wrong advice to Mr and Mrs Herd-
man, advice that would have left
the couple on the street without a
home, but they also appeared to
be prepared to back up this illegal
eviction.” ‘

In conclusion, he made an ap-
peal to people renting accommod-
ation owned by a private landlord
to ‘“check their agreement with
this person and find out what
rights of tenancy they have. They
should resist all attempts to bully
them into giving up their accom-
rmodation and seek advice as soon
as they fear they are under threat
of eviction”.

main strands of op
not just those of the majority.”

This reference was to the original three
nominations on the formation of the Hous-
ing Executive in 1971, when one nationalist
councillor was elected to the board by the
Housing Council. Since then only unionists
have been nominated.

IMPLICATION
Brett’s rather ridiculous implication was
that the institutionalised discrimination in
housing, blatantly exercised by the old
Housing Trust body and continued in the
Executive, could somehow become demo-
cratic and non-sectarian overnight by the
token inclusion of a nationalist on the
board.
And Brett cushioned his criticism by ex-
plaining that he was speaking in a ‘personal

inion in the province,

capacity’ and, praising the three unionists
nominees on the board, he said:

“Each has left his party politics in the
hatstand at the boardroom door. They have
done their duty conscientiously in the in-
terests of the community as a whole,”

ty plastic dust cover.

WAITED

Brett significantly waited until his retire-

ment to air his half-hearted criticism and the
nationalist community will find little solace
either in the fact that his successor as chair-
person of the incoming Housing Executive
in April is the former Official Unionist
councillor and Banbridge [inen-mill boss,
Norman Ferguson.

Ferguson was chairperson, for five years,
of the offending Housing Council which
refused to nominate nationalists. He will
head the Housing Executive for the next
three years.




SPEAKING at a Dublin rally last Sat-
urday, Joe Costello of the Campaign
Against the Criminal Justice Bill said
?da\bnothmg substantial was conced-

| by Free State Justice Minister,
Michael Noonan, when he announced
amendments to the provisions of the
Bill last week.

Almost 1,000 people marched
the streets of Dublin to a rally addrt::s';%ugc
tra_de unionists and representatives of min-
ority groups. A wide range of social, political
and religious organisations carried placards
:r;dpt;alpners Which condemned the extension

ice powers i imi
e Biil'.m proposed in the Criminal

In an attack on the bill, Matt Merrigan of
the Amalgamated Transport and General
Workers Union said that the boom in unem-
glqyme(\t has ‘induced crime’ and that this
‘jail stigma’ further affected a person’s
chances of employment. He added:

““You will notice that the middle-class are
not in jails because they are not deprived
and do not have to steal to keep body and
soul together.”

In a pointed reminder of the continuing
Eniustice and ineffectiveness of the criminal
ju_s(tjice system, Brian Tracey of the NCCP
said:

“The last time we marched about some-
thing like this was on the Loughan House
issue. Now the Loughan House boys are the
inmates of St Pat’s and Mountjoy.”

TRAVELLERS

Two speakers represented the travelling
community, reflecting the concern with
which that community view the Criminal
Justice Bill. The fear amongst travellers
was y_heig lowing an
incident at the Firhouse Road in Tallaght
when gardai forcibly evicted a number of
travelling families from a site, arresting a
number of people.

Both travellers’ spokespersons, Nan Joyce
and Marcy Donoghue, called for united act-
ion between the settled and travelling com-
munity.

Arguing that the “tranquillity of life in
Foxrock or Killiney” won't be affected by
the impl ion of the provisi in the
Criminal Justice Bill, journalist Eamonn Mc-
Cann, said:

“Its real reason is to deal with the possib-
ility of a revolt by the poor and all sorts of

This claim, made in the fore-
word to the report, which was
published on Monday, flies in
the face of the continued ability
of the IRA to influence the pol-
itical situation and'in the face
too, of developed nationalist
awareness that the paid-perjurer
system is aimed not against the
IRA, but, like internment, at
demoralising the resistance of
the entire nationalist community.

In his attempts to bolster the
discredited strategy, Hermon re-
sorts to ‘newspeak’ terminology,
describing as ‘converted terror-
ists’ men who, almost without
exception, have been bribed,

ONCE AGAIN using his annual chief constable’s report as
a means to boost flagging RUC morale, RUC chief John
Hermon has claimed that the force’s use of so-called in-
formers has resulted in a ‘severe blow’ to the IRA.
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® On the march against the Crir
. L ‘

sl Justice Bill in Dublin last Saturday

dissident and minority groups.”

Warning trade unionists that they would
ignore this bill ‘at their mortal peril’, he
asked:

“Are the politicians manipulating the
gardai or are the gardai manipulating the pol-
iticians?”’

Closing the meeting, Joe Costello said
that Noonan’s proposed amendments had
been announced to create confusion in peop-
le’s minds and that ‘pnothing substantial
has been conceded even in the right to sil-
ence, which has been altered in only one of
five sections of the bill.”

Despite the hysterical reaction of garda
representative bodies to the announcement
of Noonan’s planned amendments, there has
in fact been no real change proposed.

The major sections dealing with detent-
ion, treatment of suspects, penalties, with-
holding of information and the right to
silence in firearms and stolen property cases,
remain in the bill even though Noonan has
proposed that they be re-examined after
five years.

Garda anger is probably directed most at
a proposal that an individual garda in a bar-
racks be held responsible for ensuring that

threatened with lengthy incar-
ceration or otherwise forced,
under RUC interrogation, into
signing statements incriminating
others.

In fact, only one such individ-
ual, Kevin McGrady, has claimed
to be ‘born-again’, and that un-
convincingly.

British courts, unless compelling-
ly corroborated by other evid-
ence, and despite, too, the con-
demnation of the North’s show
trials voiced by numerous law-
yers world-wide.

BACKLASH
In an apparently separate
made hours after the

Hermon ly omit-
ted to mention in his report the
major setbacks the RUC strategy
suffered from a series of retract-
ions last Autumn (the most not-
orious being that of Robert Lean)
and the collapse of the Grimlgv
and Morgan show trials in partic-
ular, when the perjurers’ evidence
was thrown out of court.

Lying yet again, Hermon
claimed that the “use of evid-
ence of accomplices” is “accept-
ed world-wide mcﬁ:!;u ; t::leln
though Hers it ubtedly

annual report was published,
Hermon claimed that the IRA
by its operations hoped to pro-
voke “a backlash of retaliatory
killings”, a claim which contrad-
icted his earlier talk of a marked
reduction in IRA activity and
which was dismissed by. Sinn
Fein’s Danny Morrison as a “pre-
emptive strike by the RUC” de-
signed to dissuade the IRA from
immediately refuting in practice
Hermon'’s boasts. Within days of
i 'la{ laims in the chief

three Brits died in an IRA M-60
attack in West Belfast’s Crocus
Street.

Morrison also stated that,
shortly after the IRA’s execut-
ion last week of Long Kesh assist-
ant governor William McConnell,
British direct-ruler Prior had said
on television that a very large
number of IRA operations have
to be cancelled because of RUC
counter-measures, including un-
dercover operations.

RETRIAL
Meanwhile, the Quigley show
trial continues in Belfast Crown
~Court. On Monday, March 12th,
four of the remaining 15 defend-
ants in the case were granted a
re-trial on the grounds that their
defence had been prejudiced by
the mental ill-health hqf’th'

The latter, Richard Ferguson,
had absented himself from the
case in mid-February and last
week, trial judge Hutton refused
several defence applications for a
re-trial, even after Ferguson told
newspapers that he had been
suffering from ‘stress and strain’,
which is apparently so severe
that he has left the North perm-
anently.

But on Monday, the learned
judge Hutton, who, though no
doctor, was still claiming that
Ferguson had shown no signs
that his cross-examining had
been affected by stress, reluct-
antly granted the four a re-trial.
He apparently decided that his
continued prevarications could
only further discredit the show
trial system. This means that
Quigley wi

the regulations governing arrest are strictly '
adhered to.

However, even if there is a clear failure to
do this, the garda will be subject only to
internal disciplinary procedures and not
criminal or civil proceedings. Nor will the
lawfulness of the custody be affected where
a breach of these regulations is known to
have occurred.

The proposal to establish a complaints
procedure on a statutory basis has also
angered the gardai, showing the extent to
which the bill represents their interests
rather than the interests of the community.




A CLONDALKIN, County Dublin,
flr_m which went into voluntary liquid-
ation recently is being picketed by
former employees who are angry at

the shabby treatment they have rec-|

eived since the firm's closure. This
anger has been fuelled with the discov-
ery that, in an effort to by-pass the
picket, management at the firm, Mor-
acrete, have been spiriting away com-
Pany assets at night.

And recent visits by John Condron, anti-
trade union boss of Condron’s Concrete in
Tullamore, County Offaly, to the Moracrete
premises have created fears amongst the
pickets that a deal has been negotiated to
supply Condron (who is blacked by the
trade unions) with materials from Mora-
crete, or even to provide him with a new
premises if he closes his Tullamore factory,
as threatened this week.

The connection between Condron’s and
Moracrete is found in Peter O’Sullivan, prod-
uction manager at Moracrete and a former
employee of John Condron. During the
lengthy, and still continuing, trade dispute at
Condron’s, O’Sullivan continued to deal
with the Tullamore firm and, according to
reports, “would just laugh at the pickets”,

Similarly, O’Sullivan’s attitude towards
the Moracrete trade union, the Federated
Workers Union of Ireland (FWUI), was a reg-

PLASTI

® Former Moracrete employees with shop

ward Joe Cruise (second from left) picket the Clondal

firm in an attempt to secure reasonable severance terms

ular source of conflict. According to Joe
Cruise, FWUI shop steward:

“We couldn’t work with him. He would
continuously interfere in our members” work
-and even do labourer’s work himself. His be-
haviour was the direct cause of three unoff-
icial disputes since last May and we made it
clear that he should be got rid of.”

| BY AINE MOORE

Worsening trade relations at Moracrete
culminated in the dismissal of one worker,
Stephen Geraghty, and the suspension of
three others, at the end of last November. A
fortnight’s notice of strike action was sub-
mitted by the union.

Within days, the workers were ‘temporar-
ily’ laid off and then, one day before the

]

OVER 100 workers are continuing their strike at the Kent
Plastics factory in Enniskillen in support of a claim for a 10%

pay increase.

The workers, members of the
Transport and General Workers
Union, are earning £62.50 per
week, plus a bonus of £25 and £4
for good time-keeping which bring
gross wages up to around £80 per
week.

Negotiations began last August,
but management are still offering
a meagre £4 per week pay rise.

Kent Plastics is involved in mak-
ing components for cars and are
part of an American multi-national
corporation.
workers on the picket-line said:

““The order book is full and
production is good, so the excuse
that management are using — that
they have no money to finance this
increase — is rubbish”’,

A spokesperson for

s strike was

to begin, the company announced
i losing.

[ha(!_'):: ?lvau:;ary gth, the workers, other than

Stephen Geraghty, returnet':I to Moracrete to

work until their notice EXDI'ed.. Even though

a rights commissioner found in Geraghty’s

favour he was not brought back. : ;

Even when their period qf notice expired,
workers were offered continued temporary
employment if they agreed to be treated as
mew men’. This offer was rejected by the
two dozen workers because it would have
entailed the loss of all rights, such as recog-
nition of years of service.

Besides having difficulty in getting their
pension money, the workers found that they
were not being given their entitlements in
holiday pay and that a 5% pay increase
which had been negotiated by the union was
being ignored. Nor was any money offered
above the statutory redundancy entitlement,
Says Joe Cruise:

“They were not prepared to pay us any-
thing at all and we began a picket to force
reasonable severance terms, three weeks ago.

A Lately we discovered that O'Sullivan was

avoiding the picket by moving loads very
early in the moming and we believe that he
is still doing this at night.”

With O’Sullivan seemingly determined t
ignore their grievances and John Condro
showing a disquieting interest in the comp.
any, the Moracrete picketers say that the
will increase their vigilance and will ceas:
their picket only when their rights are re.
cognised.

C STRIKE HARDENS

Z
%
VA

Jobs protest

FORTY-FIVE angry Sligo workers,
formerly employed by the multi-
national Snia textiles factory,
visited Dublin on Wednesday last,
March 14th, to stage a picket out-
side the Italian embassy on Merrion

Square.

Almost two years after Snia
‘temporarily’ laid off its work-
force, basic redundancy forms have
still not been issued by the firm
and workers feel that they are being
pressurised into accepting the lesser
financial package available with
voluntary redundancy. %

Angry at the contempt with
which Snia has treated its work-
force for the past two years, espec-
ially since a new Italian branch of
the company has opened since
Sligo’s closure, workers took their
complaints to the Italian Y.

AER LINGUS chief executive David

March 7th, that he did not believe the|
Belfast aircraft company Short Broth-
ers discrimi d against Catholii

As Aer Lingus were taking delivery of
the first of two commuter planes ordered
from Shorts last year, the airline’s chief
felt prompted to justify the company’s
decision to do business with Shorts —
omitting to mention, of course, the fact that
when the £7 million contract was signed,
there had not even been the talk of an affir-
mative action plan on employment of nat-

promising that further protests will
follow

\ WAt wada v

lists by the pl. kers, which is now
being used as window-dressing for the US
defence deal. i R L0

Kennedy declared on Wednesday[

/e Cathalics” théy. wodl

@ Alex Roberts, Managing Director of

Contrary to the claims of Aer Lingus
spokespersons, the low number of Cath-
olics on Shorts’ payroll cannot solely be ex-
plained by historical . and geographical
reasons. The fact, for instance, that well
over 90% of the workforce are loyalist,
with some of the shop stewards former
leading figures of the UWC 197.
means, that eyen

ed t

@ sectarian Short Broth i
chief executive David Kennedy at the official handing over eor:r: iy

ordered from Shorts last year.

stoppage,
0 3

raft company with Aer Lingus
ony of one of two commuter planes

threats_ of unrest by their loyalist employees
— a price they are not willing to pay.

INSULT
The_ remarks by Aer Lingus's chief
executive, which fly in the face of years of
experience by Northern nationalists, are
every bit as insulting to their intelligence
as the recent k exercise d
intly, by. Shorts, .t i
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TWO UDR SOLDIERS KILLED

SR

TWO UDR SOLDIERS were killed and attacks

were mounted thr,

On Thursday mornin
units took part in an attack on
Road Service Station near Moira

The North Armagh Brigade IRA
detailed how their ASUs made their
way to the service station, which is
frequently used by crown forces.
The first ASU, carrying automatic
weapons, took up position around
the garage. The second group sec-
ured the forecourt and buildings
before singling out their target, a
UDR soldier, whom they executed.

The soldier had worked in a fi|l-
ing station beside a nationalist es-

. ough :
which again. S thengltj‘t‘ the North in a week

g, March 8th, two IRA active service
a UDR soldier in the Glenavey

shop. No one was injured.

DERRY ATTACKS

The IRA’s Derry Brigade has
stated that its Volunteers fired
over 60 rounds at two British
army landrovers at the junction
of Bay Road and Culmore Road
on Friday night. A four-person
ASU carried out the attack, de-
spite the heavy security in evid-
encle throughout the day. The

s

tate in Lurgan, collecting low-level
intelligence, until 1982, Then
realising his cover was blown, he
moved to Moira which he obvious-
ly regarded as safer, but it was here
that he was shot dead.

NEWRY BOMBS

On Friday night, March Oth,
Volunteers of the South Down
Command of the IRA wheeled two
30Ib bombs into business premises
in Newry.

A few minutes before closing
time the IRA Volunteers pushed
the bombs, inside two shopping
trolleys, into a supermarket in
Hill Street and a car accessories
shop in Maughan Street. Both
bombs were later defused.

CABRAGH
GRILLE BOMB
On the same ‘night in Cabragh,
seven miles from Dungannon, a
grille bomb wrecked a butcher’s

0 g in the oper-
ation returned safely to base.

On _Saturday, March 10th, an
IRA unit from the Derry Brigade
opened fire on RUC personnel who
were on duty during a loyalist
march in the city. Over twenty
shots were fired and the RUC re-
turned fire, indiscriminaxely hitting
a number of flats in the Rossville
complex.

Claiming responsibility for an
attack at the Strabane Old Road
in the Waterside on Saturday, when
an anti-personnel mine was deton-
ated as a Brit landrover passed by,
Derry Brigade IRA stated that
precautions were taken to ensure
that no civilian lives were put at
risk.

UDR SOLDIER KILLED

On Tuesday morning, March
13th, at 8am, Volunteers of the
West Fermanagh Brigade of the
IRA shot dead a UDR soldier as
he worked on his farm near Pettigo.
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|| @ After the booby-trap explasion
| | in Derry’s Strabane Old Road
ier had left the regiment eight years
earlier, 2

However, the [RA in their

it r
said he was a serving member of
the UDR, and up to a short time
ago was seen harassing nationalists
in the Fermanagh area.

ARMAGH STATEMENTS

North Armagh Brigade I|RA
have stated that a claim in the
newspapers, allegedly from the
IRA, describing the killing of
Herbert Burrows on Saturday,
March 3rd, as an accident was not
issued by them.

The IRA, in claiming respon-

The RUC, in attempting to support Wwas engaged in a sectarian cam-
their recent statement that the IRA  paign, claimed that the UDR sold-

sibility for the booby trap bomb-
ing in the garage in which he was
killed, reiterated that Burrows wasa
serving member of the UDR.

N DERRY

[y HiLDA MacTHOMAS ]

LAST Saturday’s loyalist march in Derry against the recent
city council name-change — billed beforehand as a ‘monster
rally’ — proved to be another flop like the Belf.ast demon-

stration a fortnight before.

Only 1,500 marchers, half of
them bands, participated in the
march and rally, including DUP
leader lan Paisley, UDA boss Andy
Tyrie and the local UDA spokes-
person turned community worker
Glenn Barr.

The RUC, always anxious to
allow loyalists the freedom to dis-
play their arrogance, had turr_\ed
nationalist Derry into a heavily-
armed camp for days prior to the
rally, with whole areas sealed off,
Brits on every corner and harass-
ment stepped up. 5

In Derry’s Diamond, the DUP’s
lan Paisley, William McCrea and
Gregory Campbell regaled an aud-
ience, dwindling due to distur-
bances, with the usual blood-
curdling oratory .

Exhortations were made from
the platform to follow the exam-

ple of ‘the immortal 13" who
closed the gates of the city during
the Derry siege. Allegations of
‘plots’ and ‘conspiracies’ against

‘Ulster’ were. followed by lan

® Defiant nationalist youth on top of
Derry’s Rossville Flats during Paisley’s |*
rally

Paisley’s declaration — rather weak
in the circumstances — that this
was only ‘an overture’,

His listeners then attacked a
number of television cameramen
covering the demonstration.

Paisley has been using the coun-
cil name-change issue as part of
his EEC electoral campaign in
order to appear more militant
than the Official Unionists, who
have been using the Assembly
boycott for the same purpose —
both with their eyes on the EEC
elections. {

As the rally took place, a Tri-
colour flew from the top of Ross-
ville flats in the Bogside, where th

RUC mounted an assault, firing
volley after volley of plastic bullets
in Waterloo Street and Fahan Street.
In response, nationalist youths
threw stones and petrol bombs,
inflicting a number of casualties
on the RUC.

Commenting on the disturbances,
Sinn Fein chairperson in Derry,
Mitchel McLaughlin said:

“Once again it has been shown
that the DUP and the UDA can
orchestrate offensive rallies of this
nature, secure in the knowledge
that their RUC allies will ensure
that it is the people of the Bogside
and other nationalist areas who
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day’s mass solidarity picket outside the prison.

The large contingent was drawn from many towns and cit-
ies and this year included several official representatives from
trade-union and British Labour Party branches, a number of
Afro-Caribbean and Asian women, and a party from the anti-
cruise missile camp at Greenham Common.

The entire delegation had an Some examples of the sham
unnerving introduction to life in  ‘justice’ meted out in the North’s
the British-occupied six counties colonial courts were provided by
after they disembarked from the solicitor Ailish Kelly and by
ferry at Larne, 90 minutes behind  Ardoyne woman Colette Breslin,
schedule, late on Friday night. whose husband is serving a six-

There, they were delayed for year jail sentence because of the
a further hour by the RUC who, lies of bribed perjurer Christopher
waving other ferry passengers on, Black. She explained how these
meticulously  searched the luggage experiences had increased her
of every member of the delegation awareness of women’s problems
and examined pamphlets and plac-  and involved her in political
ards. activity.

Several women were subjected This session concluded,
to heavy questioning about their
politics and support for republi-
can prisoners.

At around midnight, the wom-
en were at last allowed to proceed
and about 40 went straight to
Derry, where the next day they
took part in activities organised
by Derry Sinn Fein’s Women’s
Department.

CONFERENCE

The remainder were billeted in
West Belfast where the following
afternoon they attended a con-
ference on various aspects of the
oppression suffered by women in
the North, held in the White-
rock community centre. They
were joined there by contingents
from the thirty-two counties.

The opening plenary session,
chaired by Maura McCrory, head
of Belfast Sinn Fein’s Women'’s
Department, focussed on rep-
ression. Speakers included local
woman Emma Groves, traglcally
blinded by a rubber bullet in her
own home, ahd Nellie McCaughley,
mother of Armagh POW Briege-
Ann McCaughley who outlined
the recent history of the repub-
lican women prisoners’ struggle
for political status.

the

OVER 160 WOMEN from feminist, anti-imperialist and labour movement
groups travelled from Britain to the six counties at the weekend to take part
in a series of activities organised by the Sinn Fein Women’s Department to
mark International Women'’s Day, and whose focus once again was the con-
ditions endured by the republican women prisoners in Armagh Jail and Sun-

women then broke -into work-
shops on these and other topics,
including housing and supplemen-
tary benefits, cultural resistance,
one-parent families, the Falls
Women'’s Centre and the Rape
Crisis Centre.

VISITORS
The numerous questions posed
by the visitors ensured that the
afternoon ran way behind sched-
ule, but they found time, in a
brief final plenary session, to
discuss possible ways of building
support, following their return
home, for the republican prisoners
in Armagh, and for a British
withdrawal.
Delegates from several groups
described the lobbying and ed-
ucational work they have been in-

WOMEN IN AGTION

volved in and a speaker from the
London Armagh Group announ-
ced that on Wednesday, March
14th, Labour MP Joan Maynard
would hand in a petition to Brit
premier Margaret Thatcher, de-
manding an end to strip-searching
in Armagh, containing thousands
of signatures. Several motions
on the strip-searches are on the
agenda for next May’s Labour
Party Women’s Conference and
the London Executive of the
party plan to send an investigative
delegation to visit Armagh Jail in

- coming months.

The conference over, the wom-
en dispersed to their billets, but
met again that night at a social
in the Martin Forsythe social
club, Turf Lodge, where tradit-
ional and anti-imperialist songs
and music were provided by an
abundance of women and girl
musicians of several nationalities.

ARMAGH PICKET

On Sunday afternoon, the cli-
max of the weekend’s events, well
over 450 women and men assem-
bled .in Armagh and slowly mar-

ched the short distance to the
women’s jail led by relatives and
friends of the republican women
prisoners carrying placards bearing
the names of each prisoner.

Numerous colourful banners
were on display and many pro-
testors carried placards demanding
an end to the strip-searches.

Outside the jail, during pauses
between speeches, picketers over
and over again shouted their
support for the women POWs, and
noisy greetings to each individual
inmate in turn.

A large force of RUC, backed
up by landrovers and dogs,
surrounded the crowd and pre-
vented them from approaching
the prison walls, so that few could
see the usual hankerchiefs being
waved from cell windows. But
the defiant shouts of the incar-
cerated POWs were several times
clearly audible, and were met
with an enthusiastic roar of
solidarity from picketers outside.

There were angry shouts when
Maura McCrory, who chaired the
rally on behalf of Belfast Sinn
Fein’s Women’s Department, ann-

Armagh POWs' message
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iside the jail in a

proceedings. |

The rally opened with an
Internationall omen's Day state-
ment written by the republican
prisoners in Amagh, which was
read out by x exPOW, Mary

Doyle.
REVIEWED
The next spaker was Roisin
Keenan, he& of Sinn Fein’s
Women’s Dewment in Derry,
who reviewed t: continued resis-
tance of #h Amagh POWSs,
.through the Jowash protest, the
hunger-strikes d, during the past
16 months, theitripsearches,
] Describing tes & ‘brutal and
> depraved’, ¢ reminded the
' crowd that' e women who
suffer mostie the remand pris-
oners some ©f whom have been
held formmqnv months without
trial on the Word of paid periur-
ers. She add.ﬁ eI P
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ELECTIONS

Expressing confidence that ard
comhairle member Mary McGing
who is standing as a Sinn Fein
candidate in Connaught/Ulster in
next June’s EEC elections, will be
followed by many more women
republican candidates in the 1985
local elections, Roisin Keenan
stressed:

“It is through our organising
as women that we have made
these gains and we have to con-
tinue to work together to main-
tain our strength.”

“The next speaker, representing
the London Armagh Group which
was instrumental in organising the
British delegation, brought soli-
darity greetings to the Armagh
women prisoners, to their rela-
tives and friends outside the jail
and to all Irish republican POWs
imprisoned in Ireland and England.

Pledging the group’s determin-
ation to ‘keep hammering away’
at “the wall of silence’ concerning
Britain’s occupation of the six
counties, she added:

“The experience of coming
here can only make us all the
more determined to fight /qr a
British withdrawal and a united
Ireland.”

Maura McCrory then read out
some of the numerous messages of
solidarity which had been sent to
the republican women in Armagh
Jail from all over the world. Am-
ong those who sent messages were:
H-Block / Armagh Committee,
Auckland, New Zealand; Irish Nor-
thern Aid, Chicago; Women for
Palestine, London; Moseley and
Kings Heath Labour Party; lrlanfis-
komiteen, Denmark ; Women'’s Irish
Solidarity Committee, Washington
D.C.; ACTTS 6/389 Branch, Man-
chester; Australian Aid for Ireland,
South Australia; Labour Comm-
ittee on Ireland Women’s Grou
Brixton Black Women's Group;
Asian Women's Resource Cen

Brent; the Outwrite, Spare Rib
and Black Women Talk publishing
collectives, London; London Irish
Women'’s: Centre; SOAS Students’
Union, London; and the women
of Greenham Common.

Maura McCrory then read out
a ‘statement from a remand pris-
oner in Armagh, who described a
humiliating strip search she suffer-
ed on March 6th, during which
she had her pants and sanitary
towel forcibly removed by four
warders.

A last speaker gave a brief
message of solidarity on behalf
of the women who had attended
the picket from counties Louth,
Monaghan, Dublin and other areas
of the 26 counties.

Finally, in brilliant sunshine,
the large crowd joined in an ex-
uberant and emotional rendering

of The Armagh Women’s Song’

and ‘The Women's Army’, before,
hoarse and weary, they reluctantly
dispersed.

HARASSMENT

As in previous years, the RUC,
which had detained buses for up
to 15 minutes on their way into
Armagh city for the International
Women’s Day picket, inflicted
similar petty harassment on pro-
testors travelling home,

One contingent, mainly women,
from the Bellaghy area of South
Derry, was stopped three times on
their way to and from Armagh by
the RUC, who attempted unsuc-
cessfully to seize their banners.

In the final incident, the group
were detained for about 45 minut-
es on their way home, on Cooks-
town'’s Main Street, where a large
and abusive force of RUC scrutin-
jzed political literature and per-
formed close body searches on
several individuals. However t}le
RUC failed in an attempt to in-
timidate the women present into
standing spreadeagled against !he
minibus, and when their bullying
antics attracted a small crowd ‘of
local residents, the RUC hastily

th
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Protest at Strand Road RUC Barrac}
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ks in Derry against stripsearches in Armagh Jail |

Derry women’s event

FORTY WOMEN from the International Women'’s Day delegation
travelled to Derry on Friday night to attend workshops, a protest
and a social, all organised by Derry Sinn Fein Women's Department.

The workshops were organised on
an informal basis, bringing the dele-
gation together with local republican
women, former prisoners, com-
munity activists and relatives of
the victims of paid-perjurers.

The sessions focused on first-
hand accounts of the strip-searching
of Armagh women, the plight of

MARK lnternationa
Thursday March
women took part
lf-r:))“’m the Falls w,
-0dge to highlj
violence, am:lg ot e
along the route
time,
During a brief raj)

one of th et
the mlati: TooLde

TO
self,

in an
Omen'’s

Prisoner at the jail. She saig:
“Brits and RuUC aresa'd.

children on the Streets Soephn

Women's Day jt.
8th, West Belyfa'st
afterdark march

9 our women
day aft 3
them to open thejr coats, yT;rerr!e’ 'sd:y ey

N

prisoners’ relatives, the work done
in the community and the realities
of daily life of women in Derry.

The English delegation in turn
shared their experiences of solidarity
work for Ireland in Britain, and both
local women and visitors found
this exchange very enlightening.

After the workshops, delegates

sking
/50 the strip-

OO0
OSRAGEN X

‘.

al?so/ute/y nothing
With a screy lookin,

Peaker, represen

were taken on a brief walking tour
of the Bogside, on their way to a
demonstration at Strand Road RUC
Barracks against the strip-searches in
Armagh Jail. Members of CAST
joined the strip-search protest, march-
ing from their own weekly protest
at Waterloo Square.

On Saturday night, delegates and
locals enjoyed an informal ceili and
folk night.

On Sunday, delegates and Derry
people left on buses for the protest
at Armagh Jail.
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I BY PETER OURKE I

TOMAS MAC CURTAIN, the first
republican Lord Mayor of Cork, was
born at Ballyknockane, County Cork,
on March 20th 1884, a century ago
this week. He was murdered by the
RIC 36 years later, on March 20th
1920.

The youngest of a family of twelve, he
was educated at Burnfoot National School
and in 1897 when the family moved to Cork
he completed his education at the North
Monastery Christian Brothers School.

In 1901 he joined the Gaelic League and
the following year he became secretary of
the Blackrock branch. He left his employ-
ment in the City of Cork Steam Packet Com-
pany to become a full time Gaelic League
teacher in Limerick, Tipperary and East
Cork but returned to Cork in 1907 to work
at a local mill. In the following year he marr-
jed Eilis Walsh, an active member of the
Gaelic League.

Mac Curtain joined Sinn Fein in 1907 and
was a member of the Cork Executive Comm-
ittee from 1907 until 1911. He played an
active role in the establishment of Fianna
Eireann in Cork and acted as treasurer and
Irish teacher for a number of years.

VOLUNTEERS

With Terence MacSwiney he joined the Ir-
ish Volunteers on their formation in Cork on
December 14th 1913, and was secretary and
later Commandant of the City Battalion.

In September 1914, when John Redmond
called for the Volunteers to fight on the side
of the British during the war, a step which
split the organisation throughout the coun-
try, Mac Curtain was one of his strongest
critics.

Throughout 1915, following the split
with Redmond, he devoted much of his time
and energy to the immense task of creating a
Volunteer organisation in every parish of the
large county of Cork. As a result of his eff-
orts, by the end of 1915 the thirteen surviving
Volunteer groups which had emerged from
the split had been expanded into forty-six
companies, many still numerically weak but

e

some up to one hundred strong.
Easter Week 1916 was one of the most
. frustrating periods of his life. As the
Brigade Commander, he mobilised the entire
Volunteer movement in Cork, numbering
over 1,000 men, and issued orders for them
to assemble at Crookstown. On learning of
Eoin Mac Neill’s countermanding order on
Sunday, April 23rd, he decided to avoid fur-
ther confusion and allowed units to proceed
as arranged to Crookstown, where exercises
took place.

Reading Mac Neill’s order and bearing in
mind the loss of the German arms ship, the
Aud, which was scuttled off the Kerry coast
on the previous Friday, Mac Curtain reason-
ably assumed that the decision to postpone
the Rising was a joint decision taken in Dub-
lin by the Volunteer Executive Council and
the Military Council. In this he was mistak-

,en, as the Military Council had decided with-

out Mac Neill’s or the Volunteer Executive
Council’s knowledge, to postpone the Rising
until the following day. Nothing was known
in Cork of the Military Council’s decision
(forced by Mac Neill’s countermanding or-
der) to start at noon on Monday.

EASTER SUNDAY
The situation in Cork at noon on Easter

Sunday was that 1,000 Volunteers mobilised
by Mac Curtain were concentrated at points
throughout the county within easy march-
ing distance of the positions they were to
occupy in the original plan. The Volunteers
were poorly armed. Practically every man
had some kind of weapon — however,
over 100 men were armed with pikes only.

In the afternoon, Mac Curtain gave the
order cancelling manoeuvres and directing all
Volunteers to return to their own areas. Al-
though bitterly disappointed, the Volunteers
obeyed his command. Mac Curtain, Mac
Swiney and other senior officers returned to
Cork City and set up headquarters in the
Volunteer Hall, in Sheares Street.

At about 9pm on Easter Monday night,
they learned that the Rising had begun in
Dublin that day. Both were astonished and
dumbfounded. Mac Curtain, as the Brigade
Commander, had to decide upon what action

to take.
DECISION

He made a decision, one which he did not
take lightly, that the Volunteers would act
only in a defensive capacity. The state of
preparedness of the brigade (now demobil-
ised) and the very weak arms position, were
the domi factors in his decision. Had the
arms been landed from the Aud he would
have had no hesitation in instructing his men
to mobilise immediately. To commit them
now, demobilised as they were, poorly arm-
ed, without means of rapid communication
with his scattered units, and with the enemy
on full alert, offered to him so grave a step,
so far bordering on rashness and useless sac-
rifice of young lives, that he hesitated to
take it.

During the week of fighting in Dublin,
Bishop Daniel Coholan and the Lord Mayor
of Cork, T.C. Butterfield, arranged a com-
promise with Captain Dickie on the British
side. The agreement stipulated that no Vol-
unteer arrests would be made in Cork prov-
ided the local Volunteers surrendered their
arms. Guarantees made on the British side
were not honoured and Mac Curtain and ten
other Volunteers were arrested on May 2nd.

IMPRISONMENT
This was the first of his many arrests and
his serving varying terms of imprisonment

and internment in Frongoch, Reading and
Ledbury prisons in England.

During the Tan War, Mac Curtain was act-
ive in the organisation of an efficient dis-
patch system between County and City Brig-
ades. He participated in the capture of arms,
attacks on RIC barracks and the ambushing
of crown forces in Cork and Dublin.

He was elected Sinn Fein councillor for
Cork North-West to Cork Corporation in the
Municipal Elections in the early weeks of
1920, and on January 30th he was unanim-
ously elected Lord Mayor of Cork. Although
he would have preferred the Army, once
elected, he took up his new duties with char-
acteristic energy. He put a decisive stop to
the corruption and jobbery which had dis-
graced the administration of local govern-
ment in the city.

Mac Curtain received numerous anony-
mous warnings and death threats, which he
ignored. Although he knew that he must be
prepared to meet death at any moment, he
was not deflected in the smallest degree
from the course of duty which he saw before

him,
MURDERED

At 1.12am on the morning of Satur-~
day, March 20th 1920, his 36th birthday,
Thomas Mac Curtain was brutally murdered
in front of his wife at his home in Thomas
Davis Street by members of the Royal Irish
Constabulary in semi-disguise.

On March 22nd he was buried in the rep-
ublican plot in St Finbarr’s Cemetery foll-
owing a short oration delivered by Terence
Mac Swiney, who was later to succeed him
as Lord Mayor and who was to die on
hunger-strike in Brixton Prison the follow-
ing October.

On April 17th a Coroner’s Court jury re-
corded a unanimous verdict that Thomas
Mac Curtain’s murder was organised by the
RIC, officially directed by the British gov-
ernment and returned a verdict of murder
against David Lloyd George, the Prime Min-
ister of England, Lord French, Lord Lieu-
tenant of Ireland and a number of high rank-
ing RIC officers.

The cause for which Thomas Mac Curtain
laboured and died is today, the centenary of
his birth, the very same cause for which rep-
ublicans continue to work and die.




SICKENED by the decision of to
management to completely shut their
factory on April 6th, workers from
Youghal Carpets began an occupation
of their company’s head office in
Cork’s South Mall on Monday this
week.

The decision to launch
was taken on Friday March
agement announced that it
statutory redundancy to tf
who remain in  Youghal
of nearly 800 workers
factory in the 1970’s,

Youghal Carpets has been
some years, partly because
decline in textile industries
duction costs but as Nicky
person of the Youghal pr
points out:

“The general feeling jn Youghal is that

for the

an  occupation
9th, when man-
would give only
he 106 workers
Carpets, the last
employed in the

in decline for
of the overall
and rising pro-
Parker, Chair-
anch ITGWU,

top wey
demise of the factory here,

This opinion was echoed by Tom Maher
and Dan O'Sullivan, two of the 25 workers
who joined Monday’s occupation, who
pointed out that top management had
“finally pulled the plug” on the mother
factory of the entire Youghal company
after 30 years. Tom Maher said:

“Our protest is to win Proper severance
pay, since the company have stated categ-
orically that they will not save our Jobs —
even though our unit production costs
were lower in 1983 than before, We want
to get the management back to the board-
room for talks and we will continue our
protests for as long as is necessary.”

TRADITION
There is no tradition of militancy am-
ongst workers at Youghal Carpets, Indeed,
throughout its 30-year history the factory
has had only one dispute, and even that
was unofficial and took place 15 years
ago.

Workers in the factory are, therefore,
particularly angry at what they regard as
a betrayal of trust by management. Re-
dundancy schemes were demanded by the
company and accepted as necessary for sur-
vival by the unions for some years past.

But while Youghal was being progress-
ively “run down, the company maintained
and increased its interests elsewhere, as in
Navan, which has been earmarked as the
new centre for the production of Youghal
carpets.

As one local trade unionist pointed out:

“By the time the workers decided to do
anything it was too late. The horse had al-
ready bolted.”

BETRAYAL

Besides this calculated betrayal by man-
agement, there were, according to workers,
clear examples of managerial incompetence.
One worker said:

“Instead of competing with the opposit-
ion they would simply buy it out. They
Jjust wouldn’t go out and look for markets.
There was one incident when a factory in

- 1
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| ® Weaving machines lie idlerin Youghal Carpets factory while (below) workers occupying the company’s head office find nothing offered on the boardroom table

England  was purchased on the strength
of a photograph — it wasn’t even visited!

“In another case they simply stripped
the factory of machinery which they sold
as scrap. Some machinery was transferred
to Navan, but an estimated £2 million worth
Just ended up as waste.

“The writing was on the wall before this,
but the management played a game of
bluff and, using moral pressure, they made
people vote for jobs rather than fair play for
many of the workers who were being made
redundant while we kept our jobs.”

A leading trade unionist in the Youghal
area, Nicky Parker, admits that when the
union placed an embargo on the removal
of assets from the Youghal factory four
months ago, it was too late. Adding that
ITGWU membership in the Youghal area
has fallen from 1,100 to 300 within a few
years he says:

“When Foir Teoranta pumped £3% mill-
ion into the Youghal factory in 1980 we
were told that that was going to put Youghal

Carpets on its feet. It didn’t work out that
way and the company management deserves
criticism for that, but it should not be for-

gotten that blame must also lie with success-

[ B8Y JACK MADDEN

REPORTS on Wednesday this week that grant-aid may be pro-
vided to help re-open Lunhams, the quk bacon factory which
went into liquidation last December, will come as hopeful news
to the 120 workers who lost their jobs in the factory and who
have singe been paid only half the redundancy money they are

owed. }
Having won a US export deal into liqu

some years ago, Lunhams was forc-  agement.

ed to rebuild its plant to reach shortfall

standards acceptable to American
buyers. Because of this rebuilding
work Lunhams became the most
modern bacon-producing factory in
Ireland, but the work also caused
serious financial difficulties for the
firm, which was eventually forced
to sell out.

According to Lunhams’ workers
the new owners, Cappoquin Bacon
Factory Ltd, transferred the US
deal to their own factory in Cap-
Poquin, thus putting the Lunhams
Workforce and pig producers in the
drea under financial pressure.

Without the work for which it  grant-aid
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ments to the Free State exchequer
and paycheques which ‘bounced’
on creditors.

Management at the factory had,
however,
cars shortly before the company
went into liquidation and workers
report that these cars have myster-
jously disappeared. Workers, on the
other hand, were offered qnly stat-
utory redundancy, of which only
half has been paid.

Wednesday’s report of possible

O’Donnell, has

istani

S

J came from the branch secretary of
the No 2 branch ITGWU, Paddy

urprised some

workers who have said that similar
aid was refused to a group of Pak-
businessmen who
offered to re-open the plant to be

recently

told that they would have to accept

idation by Cappoquin man-
Behind them, they left a
in VAT and PAYE pay-

been supplied with new

vestigated further,

liability for the money owed to the
Dublin government before they
could purchase the business.

Paddy O’Donnell’s hopes that
the plant may yet be re-opened foll-
ow negotiations with the liquid-
ators, Craig Gardner & Company,
who have said that they would
support a new IDA-backed oper-
ation at Lunhams. In further meet-
ings with the IDA, O’Donnell was
told that the matter would be in- f§

Given the chronic unemploy*

ment situation which has afflict-

GRANT-AID

should be ‘in

ed Cork in the past year every
prospect of creating employment

be

leaders shows the continued fail-
ure of the IDA to seriously tackle

prompted by

for any company interest-

the

That such an investigation

trade

ive governments which provided no altern-
ative employment in Youghal, leaving us
with the narrow industrial base which has
now collapsed.”

union

ment to curb or control the man-
agerial practices which led to the
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A Chairde,

Following the recent Supreme
Court case, taken by multiple
sclerosis victim Nora Draper, to
try and have the lack of voting
rights for disabled people deemed
unconstitutional, Finglas  Sinn
Fein would like to pledge our sup-
port for the ongoing campaign
to re-assert the human rights of
the disabled.

The Supreme Court denied
Mrs Draper her right to vote. This
ruling is a fundamental attack on
the integrity of the disabled.
During the case, Chief Justice
O'Higgins claimed that the grant-
ing of votes to invalids would be
prone to abuse. But not so the
gardai and Free State army, who
already enjoy postal votes in
Leinster House elections. Sinn
Fein totally reject the inference
that the disabled are somehow
more likely to commit a crime
than other members of the public
— a classic case of guilt without
crime or trial.

Following the postponement
of the local government elections
and the attempted ostracising of
elected Sinn Fein representatives,
it comes as no surprise to Finglas
Sinn Fein to see democracy dis-
credited by the disenfranchise-
ment of a disadvantaged minority.
Even the gerrymandering electoral
system of the occupied six coun-
ties takes account of those of us
who are not fortunate to be phy-
sically able to get to a polling
station.

We call on everybody to iden-
tify and associate themselves with
the plight of the disabled.

Pat Russell,

Tom Smith cumann,

Finglas,

Dublin.

The real
subversives

A Chara,

The Free State government,
the Catholic Church and a host of
leading political, legal and civil
rights personalities have voiced
stringent criticism of the show
trial presently in progress in the
Philippines involving, amongst
others, an Irish Columban priest,
Fr Niall O’Brian, who is charged
with murder on the word of an
alleged accomplice (paid perjurer).

Whilst fully supporting the
protest being made on behalf of
Fr O’Brien and his co-accused,
| am bewildered that those moved
to speak out at Fr O'Brien’s
plight in the Philippines can
remain unmoved by the con-
tinuation of the very same process
— the use of paid perjurers in the
show trials — in the North's Dip-
lock courts.

Fr O'Brien, in a recent letter
(Irish  Times, February 29th),
vividly brought the similarities of
the corrupt governmental and jud-
icial processes in the Philippines
and the North to light:

“When there is no legal way,
however creaking, to solve dis-
putes, then violence is all that
is left. Those who destroy the
legal system by continually sub-
orning it bring us to the edge of
the abyss. They are the real
subversives.”

| would hope that the pressure
being exerted on the corrupt
Marcos government in the Phil- |

A Chara,

Why does the United States
government harass and im-
prison IRA supporters? Why
does it keep Michael O’'Rour-
ke locked up for five years on
a visa violation and refuse to
allow Sinn Fein spokesper-
sons into the US?

Many activists believe that the
US government is merely follow-
ing the wishes of its friend and
ally, Britain. But, as a famous say-
ing goes, “The United States has
no friends, only interests.” And a
look at US economic interests in
Ireland provides a partial explan-
ation for its oppressive role to-
wards the national liberation
struggle.

Fifty-three per cent of all for-
eign investments in the Free State
are made by US corporations.
British corporations run a poor
second, and 44% of the Irish peo-
ple who work for foreign compan-
ies are employed by US-owned
companies. In fact, one manu-
facturing job in every six in the
Free State is in a US-owned plant.
Between 1977 and 1981, US in-
vestment has increased by 38%
each year, reaching $4.5 billion
(and 350 companies) by 1981.

The 7983 American Business
Directory explains this rapid
growth of " US investment. _It
quotes figures showing that Ire-
land is the most profitable coun-
try in the world for US investors.
US companies make an average
profit of 31.7% on their invest-
ments in the Free State. Compare
this with a 15.8% average profit
on their investments in Africa,
also highly exploited by imperial-
ism. And the world average is
only 9%!

ippines results in Fr O'Brien and
his co-accused being speedily
acquitted. | would further hope
that all those rightly protesting
against the use of the paid per-
jurer by the Philippine government
will join forces with those already
protesting against the use of paid
perjurers by the British govern-
ment,

Kevin Mulgrew,

H2, Long Kesh.

This rate or profit is made
possible by Irish wage rates,
which are less than 50% those of
US workers in the same jobs, and
the cash grants and tax-free hol-
idays provided by the Free State
government, which have been dis-
cussed previously in AP/RN.

Many people, while admitting
that US companies are making
huge profits from Irish labour,
say, ‘But at least they provide
jobs’ — but US investment act-
ually provides relatively few jobs

other instance, a garda was fined
£40 for striking a barrister during
an incident in Kerry. Nicky Kelly
and his companions needed medi-
cal attention for injuries they
suffered from garda ill-treatment.

During the Portlaocise hunger-
strike some years past, | attended
a demonstration outside the pri-
son. The stewards who organised
the march warned the people
that this was to be a peaceful

Police
brutality

A Chara,

Through a letter in the /rish
Times of March 6th, Mr Patrick
Cooney, Minister for Defence in
the Coalition government, chall-
enged anyone who had evidence
of garda brutality against citizens
in custody, to establish the char-
ges. Over the last number of
years citizens have died under
suspicious circumstances while in
garda custody, For these reasons
people are becoming more aware
that this is a police state.

In the last month, a Longford
man was awarded £8,680 damages
for injuries inflicted upon him by
a garda in July 1981 and, in an-

and people were
forbidden even to talk during
the parade. Suddenly, without
warning, we were surrounded by
baton-wielding gardai who all
wore crash helmets, but had no
numbers displayed on their uni-
forms. We all tried to get on to
the footpaths and disperse but the
burly gardai started beating peop-
le’s skulls and blood streamed
down their best clothes — even
elderly men with grey hair were
not spared from the brutality.
People fled towards the church
and were pursued by gardai with
vengence on their faces. As an
old aged pensioner, | pleaded
with the police not to touch me,
but they set upon me and kicked
my legs while yelling at me “what
are you doing here?”* The enraged
gardaj followed the crowds into
the church and even beat up
people who tried to shelter in the
confessional boxes. | shall never

FORD SIERRA <>

FORD GOES FURTHER

in Ireland. Most of the US invest-
ment is in ‘capital-intensive’
industries (electronics, chemicals,
etc), which are highly automated
and need only a small workforce,
as opposed to ‘labour-intensive’
industry (mining, food, services,

ed with strategic military ‘inter-
ests’ (such as NATO bases in the
North) provides a powerful incen-
tive for the US government to
work closely with Britain to try
to suppress Ireland’s right to self-
determination. Under Free State
rule, the t y-six counties con-

etc). In 1976, US in-
vested $575 million in capital-
intensive industry in the Free
State, and only $172 million in
labour-intensive sectors..

These economic ‘interests’ of
the United States, when combin-

forget the sound of the batons
on people’s skulls.

| witnessed another instance
when protestors blocked off the
road at the square in Dundalk
during a poster demonstration.
People stood on the footpaths
10 witness gardai batoning people
indiscriminately. One gentleman
wished to get by and stepped
onto the road, he definitely was
no menace to the gardai as ie
was carrying a young baby, a
burly garda made for him and
split his skull, as his face turned
the colour of wax, he tried to
protect the baby, but he staggered
from fright and weakness. | al-
ways regretted that | felt intimi-
dated and didnt take the baby
from him but | shall never forget
that instance either.

If | ever saw a garda lying in
the gutter, | wouldn‘t give him
the kiss of life, | saw too much of
their shameless brutality to civil-
ians on the street in those instan-

Newry Road,
Dundalk,

@ Baton-wielding gardai attack civilians

Nicky Kelly
Trust

A Chara,

We are writing to you in the
hope that your readers can make
a donation' to the charitable
trust which has been established
by a number of prominent per-
sons concerned at the facts of
the' Nicky Kelly case and other
similar cases.

The principal objects of this
Trust are to give legal advice, aid
and service to persons as consid-
ered by the Trust and to conduct
legal, medical and other research
into the protection given to the
health, welfare and legal rights
of persons arrested, detained and
imprisoned in Ireland and to in-
form and educate members of the
public accordingly.

Due ta the fact that Nicky
Kelly’s plight was a major in-
stigating factor in the establish-
ment of the Trust and having
regard to the urgency of the sit-

tinues to be an economic neo-
colony of the United States, as
well as of Britain.

Mary Martin,

Dublin 2.

uation, the Trust has decided
initially to sponsor the civil
action being taken by him, The
Trust has been advised that the
civil case will incur very substan-
tial legal costs estimated to be in
excess of £50,000. These costs
arise due to the engagement of
barristers and solicitors together
with other professional advisers.
Nicky Kelly, whose innocence
is widely acknowledged, has
brought this civil action against
the state seeking damages for
assault and battery, false imprison-
ment, intimidation and failure to
protect and vindicate his con-
stitutional rights. In bringing this
action, Nicky Kelly is seeking
principally to have his case re-
opened and have the facts of his
case brought in a trial for the first
time before a judge sitting with
a jury and thereby clear his name
and obtain his release.
We hope you are in a position
to help Nicky Kelly obtain
justice and as his case is already
underway. the situation is most
urgent. We look forward to receiv-
ing your donation which will be
gratefully acknowledged.
Donations can be sent to The
Nicky Kelly Trust, c/o Allied
Irish Bank, 64 Grafton Street,
Dublin 2, Account No 31006-005,
or to the address below.
The Nicky Kelly Trust,
c/o The Trustees,
9 Pamell Square,

Politics
and sport

A Chara,

In reply to Sean Murphy's
letter (AP/RN, February 23rd),
the Committee of the Michael
Dwyers Gaelic Athletic Club
would like to make things clear”
from our point of view, so we
have set out twelve points below.
1. Under our constiwtion and
that of the GAA, we are non-
political and non-sectarian;

2. Members of our Club did
take part in the vigil and march
from Casement Park to St Paul’s,
Shaws Road;

3. We are not and never were
dominated by anybody other
than our own members;

4, No member was ever shot
over a H-Block poster;

5. The chairman who, accor-
ding to Mr Murphy, was intimi-
dated from the Club and the area,
has been in our Club many times,
most recently on February 29th,
and he is always welcome;

6. If a row occurs in the Club,
we (the Committee) decide who is
barred and we judge each case
individually and sincerely;

7. We have not assisted the
Workers Party or any other party
1o chase anybody from our Club;
8. Yes, we lost over £800 from
the Club and the matter is under
investigation;

9. It is also true that we have
lost players over the years, but
what Club hasn‘t?

10. We did get into trouble
over tables and chairs, but we
never got food from the Royal
Victoria Hospital, We can supply
names of all the outside caterers
that we have ever used;

11, We have been in touch
with our solicitor about the Sun-
day News report as most of it
was untrue, and we are awaiting
areply;

12. Committees all down the
years in Dwyers have always
tried to keep politics out of the
Club and the present Committee
is no exception. We have also
banned the sale of all political
papers or papers sold by any poli-
tical party so as not to offend
anyone. We would ask all parties
concerned to respect our decision.
Finally, we would like to re-
mind everyone that we are a
member of the GAA and our
main concerns are hurling, foot-
ball and handball and getting the
youth of our area to play these
games and to be proud of their
national games.

Gerard McConnell,

Secretary,

Michael Dwyers GAC,

If:

strikes

A Chara,

In the near future, the National
Graves Association, Dublin, will
be honouring the memory of
patriots who gave their lives for
Ireland by hunger-striking. To do
this, it is important to have a
complete list of those who have
sacrificed their lives in this
manner.

Our list is complete from 1940
onwards, but it is hoped that your
readers will confirm the following
or let us know of omissions:~

1917 Thomas Ashe (Kerry);

1920 Michael Fitzgerald, Joe
Murphy and Terence MacSwiney
(Cork);

1923 Joe Whitty (Wexford)
and Denis Barry and Andy Sull-
ivan (Cork).

Any help your readers can give
would be appreciated.

Sean Fitzpatrick,

National Graves Association,

18 Dromard Road,

Dublin 1.

Dublin 12.




ST PATRICK'S DAY again and th
members of the Coalition have beoom:
inspired by the missionary spirit of ou
national patron — or s it jyst that !hr
snakes he did not Manage to banis:
feel safer abroad at this time of year?
Whalt'ex"m about that, there are at |east
13 Coalition ministers who are
this week. ot outward bound
They .in ude Sir Garret himself
Barry, Michael Noonan, Dick Spring, G
Hussey, John Boland, Ruairi N
Bruton — in fact there seem to
13going.
Destinations include various part:
United States, A:Jstralia and Britair:,.a ot the
‘Ah’, you will say, ‘they have to i
19% pay increase on something,* el
Not a bit of it, As Usual, the tax
to fork out. Aqd the ministers who :r:y!e;k?:s
their spouses with ghem have come up with g
g°‘|)|d ruse for getting their fares paid for as
well.
Lady Garret, Mrs Barry and sund
wives are going in a ‘representational ca?acti)t‘:l"er
And ‘Mr Gemma Hussey is aceompanyir;g
his minister-wife on the same free-ofcharge
basis.
Who said the Irish Women’s Liberatj
Movement had achieved nothing wonhLvh;Iatet;on
The cost of the various trips is ‘not as yet
available’, but there won’t be much change
out of £100,000, it is predicted.
And shamrocks to you too|

* k&

emma
Quinn, John
be more than

The Indian government has announced
that it is to start building a barbed-wire fence
this year along its 1,365-mile border with
Bangladesh to keep out illegal immigrants.
Whatever learning  from = former
rebels against the British crown, the loyalists
might just realise one day that the British sol-
ution of partitioning its former colonies has
never worked anywhere.
A long-term ‘might’, perhaps.

KA -

The Social Democrat, the SDLP’s EEC-

d P Y , is only in its
second issue, but has already run out of news-
worthy material.
So it is stealing the actions of Sinn Fein.
A photograph on page seven of the paper
claims to bring “into focus John Hume’s

pcrar.'s photograph does not mention the
lqennty of the people in it. It is, in fact, a
picket by Sinn Fein members outside Strand
Boad RUC Barracks protesting against the jail-
ing of Sean O Canainn because he wished to
conduct his defence in a court case in Irish
through an interpreter.

- NS

Problems for the Building, Printing and
Jewellery Workers Party, it would appear.

With the ‘non-existent’ fund-raising wing’s
taxdodging scheme scuppered on Belfast
building sites, their forged fivers countered
in Dublin, and their i i i

A Conservative Party canvasser, Mrs Kath- %
leen Phillips, was jailed for two months on
Thursday last week in Peterborough for forg- Z
ing nine postal votes in favour of the local
Tory MP, Brian Mawhinney.

Mrs Phillips had applied for postal votes
in the names of guests at her guest-house and
of a dead neighbour, inspired, she told the
court, by a slogan in an official Tory film —
‘postal votes win elections’.

* kX

An interesting article in The Guardian last
Monday by barrister and Tory party member
Nigel Seed.

He describes how he was involved in the de-
fence of a republican prisoner on trial in
England last year, and the extremely hostile
attitude of the police towards him during the
case and also their attempt to have his fellow
defence counsel charged with conspiring with
their client to pervert the course of justice,
because of the lawyers’ efforts to put forward
the best defence case that they could.

Not surprisingly, many barristers avoid
taking up briefs in defence of Irish republicans,
he says, even though professional traditions
hold that a barrister cannot refuse a case.

Seed himself was removed from the Board
of Visitors of Holloway prison because he had
defended a republican and was thus regarded
as ‘tainted’.

He comments:

“It would be encouraging to think that the
government were anxious to root out those

’ in pi who d the principles of our legal

metals_ going badly astray in the same city, system.

dqnanons to the BPJWP have ily “U ly it prefers to remove from

dried up. public office those whose independent pro-
Last weekend, party hacks were d fessi ivitie d b hi

to Dublin to be told that party finances are in
very bad shape indeed, their publication com-
pany, Repsol, being in the red to the tune of
£45,000 alone.

Two angry members, Cork councillor John
Kelleher and his side-kick O’Mahoney were
rather too loud in their disgust on their way
back to Cork by train.

Interested fellow passengers also learned that
the proceeds of the forthcoming ‘national’

efforts to get minority I: and cull
recognised in Europe.”

It certainly does.

Hume attached himself to a group of MEPs
who managed to secure £70,000, out of all the
EEC millions, for a committee to deal with
minority cultures in all the 10 member states.
Typical tokenism, which is the kind of thing
Hume will attempt to make much of in the
EEC elections.

Bringing this ‘into focus’, The Social Dem-

in the Munster area are not going
to be sent up to Dublin but held back for
Joe Sherlock’s EEC election fund.

*k X

Most people, | suppose, share the commonly-
held belief that personation at election time is
mainly confined to the Workers Party in the
North, who have to scrape together a few votes
from somewhere. But, it seems, this is not, in
fact, the case.

have of

these principles.”

Five members of the Royal Artillery Reg-
iment have been jailed for six and seven years
for the rape of a teenage German girl in Pader-
born, West Germany.

The five were tried at a court martial in
Bielefield and will be repatriated to Britain
to serve their sentences.

Step forward Garda Michael Prendergast,
of Fitzgibbon Street Barracks in Dublin, an-
other enthusiast, no doubt, for the Criminal
Justice Bill,

A Dublin jury last week awarded £3,000
damages against Prendergast for assaulting a
Summerhill man, who received a variety of
cuts and bruises at the hands of this defender
of the peace back in August 1980.

RS GOMMEMORATION
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BALLAD SESSION
8.30pm Friday 16th March
The Danny Boy
REAGHSTOWN
County Louth
Taille £1
Featuring: Latch

SOCIAL
8.30 —12pm Friday 16th March
Ardoyne Club
Flax Street
BELFAST
Tallle £1
Featuring: Freemen

In aid of National Graves Association

(9th Anniversary)

Berkeley Road Church
DUBLIN
Followed by march to
Glasnevin Cemetery
Oration by John Noonan

11.15am Mass, Saturday 17th March

VOL TOM SMITH COMMEMORATION 1

MARCH AND RALLY
2.30pm Saturday 17th March
From Bogside Inn to Guildhall

DERRY
Organised by
Campaign Against ShowTrials
(All interested parties and bands
cordially invited)

ST PATRICK'S NIGHT SOCIAL
Music by Peter & Pat
8pm Saturday 17th March
Chieftain Lounge
Park Street
MONAGHAN
Organised by Sinn Fein

TRADITIONAL IRISH NIGHT
Saturday 17th March
Community Centre
SILVERBRIDGE
County Armagh
Taille £1
Organised by Sinn Fein

TRADITIONAL IRISH NIGHT
8.30pm Saturday 17th March
Dew Drop Inn
CAVAN
Taille £1
In aid of
Peter Sherry Election Fund

IRISH CLASS
2.30pm every Sunday, starting
18th March
Memorial Hall
GULLADUFF

to refresh their knowledge
of the language)
Organised by Sinn Fein

(For adult beginners and those wishing

EEC ELECTION MEETINGS
Roscommon
3pm Sunday 18th March
Percy French Hotel
STROKESTOWN

will attend

Mid & North Kerry
8pm Wednesday 21st March
Grand Hotel
TRALEE

South Tipperary
8.30pm Friday 23rd March
Holy Family Hall
CASHEL

Waterford City & County
3pm Saturday 24th March
Community Centre
PORTLAW

EEC candidate Caoimhghin O Caolain

CABARET & SOCIAL
Friday 23rd March

CLONARD MARTY

THE ANNUAL commemoration by
the Clonard/Colin Martyrs Sinn Fein
cumann in Belfast to honour all
those people from the district who
gave their lives in the cause of Irish
freedom, was held on Sunday, March
11th, at Milltown Cemetery.

Cumann chairperson Eamonp O Hart-
ghalle, read a list of the names of the
dead Volunteers from Oglaigh na hEir-
ann, Fianna Eireann and Cumann na
mBan, who gave their lives in the current
Phase of the republican struggle since
1969. A number of wreaths from the
Umann, relatives and others were laid
on the County Antrim plot, while a lone
Piper played the Memory. of the Dead.

A decade of the Rosary was recited by
Veteran republican, Alfie Hannaway, and
‘e main oration was delivered by Sean
McKnight, Sinn Fein candidate for this

hands of the B

ritish invader and his loy-

Movement will be called upon

to lay down

who paid the supreme sacrifice in the

Commercial Hotel
BALLINAMORE
Taille £4
Featuring: Dublin City Ramblers

BUSES TO NAVAN RALLY
Cavan: Dew Drop Inn, 1pm
(enquiries (049) 32319)
Monaghan: Church Square, 12.30pm
Dundalk: Sinn Fein Centre, 1pm
Saturday 24th March

SINN FEIN WOMEN'S FORUM
10am — 4pm Sunday 25th March
Sinn Fein Advice Centre
57a Clanbrassil Street
DUNDALK
All Sinn Fein women welcome

£500 POKER CLASSIC
9pm sharp Friday 6th April
Community Hall

Mekni 3 e S ptaalllas] their lives in that same cause.” ¢ same cause, did not do so in vain. INNISKEEN
©onth’s Belfast area ‘F* by-election. alist and Fre McKnight concluded by exhorting all The previous Thursday night, March County Monaghan
Colneon, McKnight.likened itheiClonard/ e and until the last vestige of the _members and branches of the A oo xc ion funct- Taille £10
P Martyrs 10 all those people, 'Io‘d British presence: military, social and econ- . — particularly the young and new mem- ion, held in the West Belfast Social Club, In aid of County Monaghan PDF
ﬂow‘:vtr: carlt of Irulan:, w‘:z‘:::s "l'" omic, is removed from our country, then bers — to redouble their eﬂoru' to ensure  was addressed by Slnq Fein‘s Sean Mc- Minibus Fund
eir lives over the g <1 Y, Mo,
el s apcomant oy b o Mo O e T op S R R R R -
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State Labour Party, now a Fine Gael deputy.

O'Leary was so taken up

with presenting his best pro-

file to the cameras and speaking
in carefully modulated tones
that his contribution to the
programme was limited but he
did, unwittingly, give consider-
able weight to some of the
arguments against this Bill.
Speaking in support of the
Bill's extended powers of deten-
tion, O'Leary said:

“What people don’t under-
stand is that where a garda
arrests someone on the grounds
of reasonable suspicion, those
grounds may -only emerge dur-
ing questioning.”

Think about it.

2w

The Basques was the fifth
programme in the series The
Stateless Nations on BBC2 on

Monday. The oldest people in
Europe, the Basques have been a
separate race with their own
distinctive language for 7,000
years. The film opens with a
demonstration in a Basque vill-
age, led by a banner reading
‘Get the Boys out of Jail’. A
voiceover comments:

“It's no shame to be a
“terrorist’ in this village.”"

Juan Okinena, international
spokesperson for Herri Bnnsuna,
the radical Basque

Gompare and contrast

| BY SIOBHAN O'MALLEY I

THE CRIMINAL Justice Bill was the topic of discussion
on Sunday Review on RTE1 at 12 noon on Sunday. The
guests included Michael O’Leary, former leader of the Free

cribed as a ‘moderate’ said that
ETA were welcomed as heroes,
and that “young people dream
of liberating their country ™,

The BBC were at pains,
however, to stress that “there is
no comparison to Ulster”, realis-
ing that their film had expused
many similarities.

ee

Later on Monday, Channel
4's Eleventh Hour showed a film

tyres are also echoes of the
North,

‘“We ore stoned every time
we go out of the settlement”,
said one Israell settler, whose
declared aim was to “crush
the Arabs totally ",

Gitai also exposed the invas-
ions of Lebanon and attacks on
refugee camps, and one scene
of a Palestinian village razed to
the ground was harrowing. Bull-
dozers were used to level houses
and the village’s olive trees, their
only means of livelihood.

Mitch on RTE2 on Sunday
nights is a series featuring a
crime reporter for @ British
national newspaper. Last Sun-
day’s episode had Mitch in-

a * who

which was also of
the North.

Field Diary was made by
Israeli director Amos Gitai, who
explained “In this diary of the
occupied territories | wanted
to examine how violence against

who have 11 abstentionist MPs
in the Basque parliament, atten-
ded last year’s Sinn Fein Ard-
Fheis. Interviewed on the pro-
gramme he said:

“ETA exists because there is
a reason for it, The Spanish
police and military are an
occupying army.””

Another interviewee, des-

the. eir

their land etc, and against their
very existence as people, Is
legitimised.”

The' constant beat of heli-
copters overhead is one of the
things that strikes you in this
film, a sound so familiar in
Belfast and Derry. Scenes of
Israeli vehicles being stoned on
the roads and heaps of burning

had Incrlminuted pcoplu in
return for his early release and
a considerable sum of money.

Mitch, played by John Thaw,
discovers that ‘Jack’ Frost’s ‘evi-
dence’ names men he has never
met, but that his memory
conveniently fails when it comes
1o details of his own activities.

One member of Frost’s pol-
ice guard sets him up to be
killed by some of his former
friends. The story was fairly
predictable, but what is inter-
esting about the programme was
the.inference that Frost deser-
ved all he got,

@ Juan Okinena of the Basque
ein Ard-F heis

Herri Batasuna at the 1983 Sinn

Aloes at Dublin’s Focus Threatre

@ Deirdre O’Connell and Paul Bennett in A Lesson from

A Sauth Africanlesson

BY MEL LYONS

I NEVER KNEW what aloes

were, until this week. They

are those prickly cactus-like plants often seen on favourite

aunties’ window-sills.

A Lesson from Aloes is a
play by Athol Fugard about
South Africa in 1963. A liberal
White collects, breeds, classifies
and is generally obsessed with.
aloes. :

Aloes, you see, have an in-
ordinate capscuy for survival in
the harshest even

an Asian friend facing exile
for activities unfriendly to the
state. Politics is the elastic
tension between the three.

MASTERY
Distrust, hypocrisy, neurosis
and fear are all rooted in the

the inhospitable South African
earth. The white Afrikaaners
draw their own lesson from the
aloes. They are dependent for
survival on their own prickly
thorns — the institutionalised
violence of the secret police.

We see conflict between
three people: a liberal Afrik-
aaner, his English-born wife and

political
needed to prop up a false state,
and, putting them together,

Fugard shows his mastery of
political theatre.

Unlike a plethora of plays
and films in recent years, pur-
porting to deal with the politics
of the North of Ireland, in A
Lesson from Aloes the repress-
ive political situation is not just

an il 0 give

After four days he broke down
and talked and talked. When he
was finished they said:

“Now tell us something we
don’t know.”

IMPORTANT
Fugard does not offer solut-
ions in the play. In this sense,
what he does not say becomes
important.
The two Whites are utterly

‘added significance’ to an emot-
ional interchange, but rather is
the nub of the issue.

These people are forced and
manipulated by the well-greased
repressive machinery of the ap-
artheid regime into unnatural
states of pathos or resignation.
A way is found to muzzle each
of them.

Some passages ring alarming-
ly familiar to Irish ears.

Steve,  the Asian activist,
describes being ‘taken in‘. He
was shown into a fifth-floor
room, containing only a chair
and an open window. Every
half-hour, one of the secret
police would stick his head in
the door and laugh at him.

caught fast in the
apartheid web. The Asian’s
downfall is brought about by his
connection with them.

Clearly, the impetus for rev-
olution must come from the
most repressed class and from
them alone. South Africa’s
Blacks don’t get a look-in in
this play — similarly with the
master model.

The production of the play
grows in tension as it proceeds,
reaching razor-sharpness at cli-
max points, Paul Bennett, Deir-
dre O'Connell and Paul Raynor
perform with clarity.

You will find A Lesson
from Aloes currently at Dublin’s
Focus THeatre in Pembroke
Place, near St Stephen’s Green,

MAR CHUNTAS

an t-Gdar chun si

n gcéad leathanach ardal-
tear agus iompraitear ar aghaidh
an leitheoir le tuairisc mear,
dr, liriceach, a choinnfonn gach
faitfos, gach mi<hinnteacht,
agus gach fionnachtain agus &t-
has a mhothaionn an t-Gdar agus
& & chur chun b&thair 6 it go h-
Sit ar th6ir iontaisi an tsaoil.
Chomh maith leis sin, is féidir
leat a mhearbhall intinne a
bhaint amach de réir a chéile,
de réir mar a thagann sé ar na
rudai uile at§ coitianta ag
cultdr agus teanga na hEireann
agus cultdr agus teanga na h-
Alban. Tégtar sinn ar mérén
bithrfn clng casta go crof stil
beatha na ndaoine, go saol na
hAlban mar atd sé anois agus
mar a bhf sé fadd, agus compar-
4id eolasach di dhéanamh an
tam ar fad idir tir na cuairte
agus tir dhichais an Gdair. In
iteanna 14 ndta goinbhlasta nd
caillfear ar &inne a thug faol

deara an t-athr(i a d'oibrfodh ar
larthar na hEireann le himeacht
na dtaoide le fiche blian anuas...
“Seanbhéd ina luf... seandaoine
a bpéintedil agus 4 scidradh,
4 ndéanamh reidh le haghaidh
saoil até thart.”

CEACHT

T4 roinnt ceacht le foghlaim
anseo, adeir an t-Gdar : toibhfonn
an turasbireacht cios ard; mé
ligimid ddinn féin &r sIf bheatha
a bhaint amach tré cheadl do
dhaoine eile teacht agus stanadh
orainn, agus ar a chailleadar ina
geultGir féin, seasaimid i mbaol
&r n-anam féin a chaitheamh in
aisce ar son an triocha phiosa
airgid Gd.

Trén leabhar ar fad, castar
orainn mérén raps6idi smaoin-
imh agus fldirse tuairisc deis —

fneach; ach cai a ad-

Anam aoibhinn Alban

[ Le crarAn DE BARGID ]

il ar Gharbhchriocha na hAlban agus
ar na hOiledin Thiar, ba dheacair ‘Dialann Anama’ 6 pheann
Aoidh Ui Mhurchd, a shard. Cdntas atd ann ar thuras a th6g
s& i 1980 mar bhall de thoscaireacht chultGir, turas a sciob
il tré aoibhneas na hAlban, agus fé mar a
chuireann an teideal i gcéill, tré méran cGinne dé anam féin.

LEABHAR

tine lem chrof féin, de thoradh
gur chaitheas tamall ann sa
tsamradh até direach thart. Mar
sin, do thaistilios go saor tré
shleibhte Cdilthionn agus ar
fuasid na mbéthar mbeag a
chlofonn leis an gcésta spiag-
ach a théann gach taobh den
oileSn seo. Agus thainig chugam
arfs cumhracht an fhraoig agus
radharc an fhiolair &s cionn Port
Righ.

Do bhaineas taitneamh leis
as an gelntas a tugadh ar an
dturas san eitledn beag, an t-
eitledn leis na ‘rothai’ phram!”
Aithnim go maith, freisin,
an critheagla agus an t-imnil

TABHACHTACH

In iomlén snfonn ‘Dialann
Anama“ ar aghaidh go tochtach
corraithe. T4 léarghas &lainn le
14il ar phearsanacht an {dair, ar
Alba féin, agus ar dealbhdir-
eacht ama agus staire. Agus trén
leabhar ar fad, ta dénta an ddair
le féil, danta fé na rudai ata

mhéil gurbh é an tuairisc ar An

t-Eileann Sgiathanach a chur

dé agus dé ghaoine.
Leabhar suanasach a mholfainn
do chuile duine mar bhairéad

@’Leardid le Antsin Mac Partha

ofche. Is cuimhin liom, blianta
fada 6 shoin, bheith ag éisteacht
oiche le Fear_a’ Ti ar Oiche
Cheoil i gCorcaigh. Bhi beirt
chailin & Chorca Dhuibhne d&
geur i lathair aige do lucht éis-
teachta gan Gaeilge. “Many cen-
turies ago,” ddirt sé, “our coast
bore witness to the coming of a

S e 9

great Celtic wave. Tonight / in-
troduce to you what may be the
tail end of that great wave...”
Tugann: leabhar Aoidh Uf
Mhurchd  inspiorid do gach
éinne gur mhian leo an tacide
sin-a chasadh ar a chil. Cuir-
‘eann sé i geuimhne ddinn go
bhfuil spiorad (aidir f6s i ucul~

.n:x!

tr na nGael, agus go bhfuil oid-
reacht coitianta againn leis na h-
iarsmafl ar fad san Eoraip den
geultdr ollmhdr a raibh tiarnas
aige uair sa duthaigh uile last-
tuaidh de sleibhte na n-Alp.

Dialann Anama, le Aodh O
Murchd, Preas DGndealgan, Eigse
0|III|II a d'fhoilsigh.
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THE DEATH of Lower Falls woma
Green Cross collector, occurred on

For over a decade, braving all kinds
of weather, Margaret diligently made her
weekly collections in aid of republican
prisoners and their families, and was, in
wrn, well-loved and respected by the
POWs in Long Kesh and Armagh.

Margaret Darlin

n Mirgnve( Darling, for years
Monday, March 12th, Y St

o Margam‘ Wwas also active on the

eets, taking part in protests and
marcr’es and in defending her area being
shot in the process in the early 70's by
the Brits when she and local people pro-
tested over houses being raided,

At her funeral to Milltown Cemetery
on Wednesday, mourners, including Sean
McKnight representing Sinn Fein, walk-
ed behind her Tricolour-draped coffin.

All branches of the Republican Move-
ment, especially her friends in Green
Cross, extend their sincerest condolences
to Margaret Darling’s family.

Hugh McCooey

THE DEATH took place on Wednesday,

of Glear, Clones, after a brief illness.

Hughie, as he was affectionately
known by his many friends, can best
be described as one of nature's gentle-
folk.

As a milkman in the Clones area,
he knew the people of this border town
and district as his friends, one and all.
A dedicated republican, he was a regular
visitor to republican POWs in Portlaoise
and Long Kesh, especially the Monaghan

February 29th, of Hugh McCooey

and Fermanagh prisoners there.

3 Of an extremely likeable and friendly
dlsposition, Hughie was a major sub-
scriber to the various fund-raising
efforts in support of the republican
cause. During the H-Block hunger-strike
and Kieran Doherty election campaigns,
he was always ready and willing to work
tirelessly to advance these major under-
takings in his native County Monaghan.

THE DEATH occurred in Monaghan, on Wednesday March 7th, of Mar-
garet Tully of Cathedral View. A member of Cumann na mBan, Margaret
was a life-long republican and, though infirm and dependent on a wheel-

chai
going struggle against B

An example of Margaret’s determin-
ation and courage was her recent involve-
ment in the distribution of the local Sinn
Fein news-sheet, Phoenix. While others
dropped the copies through letter-boxes
in the neighbourhood, she folded the

in recent years, she continued to give practical support to the on-
itish i lism in Ireland.

went from door to door.

Aged 79, her passing severs yet ano-
ther link with a generation of courageous
republicans who were steadfast with the
struggle for Irish freedom.

She is survived by two sons and two

s in her wheel-chair as they

gl and a wide family circle. The

At the large and representative re-
moval of remains and his funeral, Hughie
was afforded the well-earned tributes
that true republicans, such as he, des-
erved. His Tricolour-draped coffin was
flanked by a civilian guard of honour of

AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS, Thursday, March 15th, 1984 — Leathanach 16 =

CLONARD MARTYRS. (12th Annlver-
. In proud and loving memory of
des ,who gave

s

COLLINS, Johnny. (7th
In loving memory of my dear brother
Johnny Collins, Natlonal Graves Assoc-
lation, who d n 15th 1977.
St Patrick, pray for him. Always remem-
bered by his brother Michael, sister-in-law
Maureen and nephews and nleces.

KEENAN, Colm; McGILLAN, Eugena.
(12th Anniversary). In proud and loving
memory of Vols Colm Keenan, and Eug-
ene McGlllan, Derry Brigade, Oglaigh na
nEireann, who dled on active service on
March 14th 1972, Fualr slad bés ag trold

ar
thelr friends and comrades In the Derry
Brigade.
KEENAN, Colm; McGILLAN, Eugene.
(12th Anniversary). Derry Sinn Feln
comhalrie ceantalr remembers with pride
Vols Colm Keenan and Eugene McGlllan,
Derry Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann, who
i l ce on h 14th
972. Fhad’s at§ na huaigheanna seo In
Irinn nf bheldh sfoch&in ann gan saolrse.
McDONALD, Patrick; MURRAY, Kevin.
(11th Anniversary). In proud and loving
memory of Vols Patrick McDonald and
Kevin Murray, Oglaigh na hEireann,
Dungannon, who died on active service
on March 15th 1973. Thug slad a ralbh
acu ar son saolrse. Always remembered
by thelr friends and comrades In Oglaigh

INIErrNoORICAarY)

na h€ireann, Dungannon.
SMITH, Tom. (9th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of our frlend
and comrage Vol Tom Zmun, Dublin
Brigade, na hEir

was shot dead by the Free State army
in Portlacise Prison on March 17th
1975. | measc laochra na nGael go ralbh

a anam, Always remembered by his
friends and comrades In the Dublin
Brigade,

SMITH, Tom. (9th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol Tom
Smitn, Oglaigh hE

murdered by-Fres Sta
laclse on March 17th 1975. Thug s a
raibh aige ar son na hEireann. Always
remembered by the republican POWs
in Portiaoise Prison.

SMITH, Tom. (9th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol Tom
Smitn, Oglaigh na hEireann, who was
d by Free State forces In Port-
ison on March 17th 1975. Al-
by his comrades
chael and Vivion (Portlaoise).

SMITH, Tom. (9th Annliversary). The
Tom Smith and Joe Clarke Sinn Féin
cumalnn, Finglas, Dublin, remember
with pride Vol Tom Smith, Dublin Brig-
ade, Gglaigh na hEireann, who was shot
dead by Free State troops on March
17th 1975,

SMITH, Tom. (9th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol Tom
Smith, a brave soldier. Never forgotten
by Pat Lowe.

Birthday memories

HOGAN. Birthday memories of a dear
son and brother Vol Henry Hogan, whose
21st birthday would have occurred on
March 16th. Fondly remembered by his
mum, dad, Patrick, Margaret and Bridle.
HOGAN. Birthday memorles of a dear

brother Vol Henry Hogan, whose birth-
day would have occurred on March 16th.
Sadly missed by Rosie, Brian and.neph-
ews Proinslas and Einrf.

HOGAN. Birthday memories of my dear
brother Vol Henry Hogan, whose 21st

- birthday would have occurred on March

16th. A true soldler sieeps but his mem-
ory lives on. From his brother Micky
(Portiaoise).

County and wre-
aths were laid on behalf of Clones Sinn
Fein and the Republican Movement in
County Monaghan.

The sincere sympathy of the Repub-
lican Movement is extended to his wife,
son and daughter, and family circle.

Margaret Tully

sincere sympathy of the entire comm-
unity was evident by the large and repre-
sentative attendance at her funeral. Her
Tricolour-draped coffin was brought
from St Joseph’s Church to Latlurcan
Cemetery. Among the many wreaths
was one from the Republican Movement
in County Monaghan.

The Republican Movement extends
its deepest sympathy to Barry, Colum,
Maeve and Pat and all the Tully family
on their sad losé”

REMEM BERINLRIHEJFAST]

JOHN O’ LEARY

I BY PETER O’'ROURKE I

JOHN O‘LEARY, one of the most prominent members of the Fenian

movement, was born

O’Leary studied law at Trinity College
Dublin but later abandoned his studies
when he discovered that barristers were
required to take an oath of allegiance
to the British crown. He turned his
attention to medicine but failed to
qualify,

At the age of 18, he took part in
Tipperary in the Young lIreland rising
of 1848, after which he was imprisoned
in Clonmel Jail for several weeks.

Later, O’Leary became prominently
identified with the Fenian movement
even though he was never a sworn mem-
ber of the Irish Republican Brotherhood.

NEWSPAPER
In 1863, he was appointed editor of
the newly established Fenian weekly
newspaper The Irish People, with Tho-

Tipperary town in July 1830.

mas Clarke Luby and Charles J. Kickham
as his co-editors and chief contributors.

The paper was suppressed in Sep-
tember 1865 and on the evidence of the
informer Pierce Nagle many Fenians,
including O’Leary, were arrested, The
following December, John O’Leary was
charged with treason felony, found
guilty and sentenced to 20 years’ penal
servitude.

EXILE

After serving nine years in English
prisons, he was released on condition
that he went into exile until the period
of his term of imprisonment had expired.
He spent most of his time in Paris, where
he was visited, in March 1879, by
Charles Stewart Parnell and John Devoy
1o discuss the proposed ‘New Departure’.

Whilst refusing any compromise with
constitutionalism, O‘Leary also denoun-
ced agrarian agitation and the Fenian
dynamite campaign in England in the
1880s.

He returned to Dublin-in 1885 and
began writing his reminiscences, which
were published in 1896 under the title
of Recollection of Fenians and Fenian-
ism.

A life-long separatist, John O'Leary
died in Dublin on March 16th 1907.

IRIS

€ a chriochnG (ay uh chree-uchnoo) —
Tofinishit.  *

£ a chloisint (ay uh chiushint) — To hear
it.

£ a nighe (ay uh nee) — To wash it.
€ a shocrG — (sy uh hukroo) — To
settle, fix, it.

Caithfimid (kohimead) — We must.
Caithfidh, sibh, — (kohi,

shiv,

70

Lesson

spoken with the tongue pressed 3gainst

pper front teeth
m;n 'and GH are like 3 G lar back 1n

the throat aimost a gargle

sheeud) You, they must.

Caithfimid é a erfoehnﬁ in am — We
gll:lf'll:ll:':lsr:"‘:m;\’loum anois — You
g‘i:-:l;: :I::::Evl.h'(‘."h anocht — They
3?"4':5.'."'.;;.. Cz-md — | can't.fix
it.

Ni féidir leis an béile a chriochnG — He
can't finish the meal,

Is féidir liom 6 a chioisint go maith —
| can hear it well.

Caithfidh siad an carr a shocrii inniu —
They must fix the car today.

NI chaithfidh s6 a chriochnG ‘inniu —
He doesn’t have to finish it today,

PHRASES
1 — Sochraigh anois & (sukrig anish ay) —
Settle it now.
2 — Nf mér é a chriochnii (nee more ay
uh chreechnoo) — It is to be finished.
3 — An léine a nighe (un layneh uh nee)
—To wash the shirt.
4 — An scéal a chloisint (un
‘chluisint) — To hear the story

kayl a

BARRY, McGRATH, MOLONEY. Lim-
erick comhalrle ceantalr wishes to offer
Its condolences to the Barry family,
Janesboro; the McGrath family, Rath-
bane; and the Moloney family, Mungret
on thelr recent be ments.
HOGAN. Ba mhalth linn &r gcomhbhrén
a ghéanamh le clainn Uf Ggin, go mér
mér lendr gcomrald Mfcheal (Portlaoise)
ar bhds Henry Hogan, Oglaigh na hEire-
n. *‘Fad Is at§ na huaigheanna seo In
gl‘rlnn, nf bheldh sfochéin ann." O Seo-
irse, Michesl, Eoghain,
Bernard.
HOGAN, MARTIN, The Goss/Gaughran
Sinn Féin cumann, Dundalk extend
deepest sympathy to the familles of
Vols Henry Hogan and Declan Martin
who were murdered by SAS gunmen.
May the green sod of Erin rest lightly
upon thelr breasts.
HOGAN. The Aine NI N€lIl Sinn Fein
cumann, Smithboro, County Monaghan,
extends deepest sympathy to their
secretary, Hensey McKenna, on the
death of his nephew, Vol Henry Hogan
at Dunloy, County Antrim’on February,
21st. He died a selfless soldier of the"
republic and his name will be hallowed
among his fallen comrades on the roll
of honour.
HOGAN, MARTIN. Deepest sympathy
Is extended to the famllies of Vols
Henry Hogan and Declan Martin who
died on actlve service at Dunloy, County
Antrim on February 21st. As dedi-
cated republicans, we must ensure that
their deaths were not in vain. From the
ine NT N&ill Sinn Féin cumann, Smith-
boro, County Monaghan.
McCOOEY. The Republican Movement
In Clones, County Monaghan, deeply reg-
rets the untimely death of Hugh Mc
Cooey. To hls wife and family we offer
our sincere condolences.

Seamus agus

McCOOEY. Sincere condolences are ex-
tended to the wife and family of our
friend an¢ comrade, the late Hugh Mc-
Cooey, Clones. From Jim and Colm
Lynagh, Portlacise Prison.
McCOOEY: Deepest sympathy s ex-
tended to the family of Hugh McCooey,
County Monaghan who was lald to rest
on March 2nd. From George and all the
republican prisoners (Portlaoise).
McCOOEY. Deepest sympathy Is exten-
ded to the wife and family of the late
Hugh McCooey of Glear, Clones, County
his

enthusiasm and natural wit will be sadly
missed. Ar lamh dheis De go raibh a
anam dflls. From the O’Hanlon/Mc-
Mahon Sinn Féin cumann, Monaghan

town.

McCOOEY. It Is with a deep sense of
loss that we express our sincere sym-
pathy to the wife and family of the late
Hugh McCooey of Clones. He will be
sorely missed by his many friends and
especlally by his fellow republicans. May
he rest In peace. From Seamus and
Sile Treanor, Old Cross Square, Mon-
aghan.

MULLEN. The O’Hanlon/McMahon Sinn
Féin cumann, Monaghan town, extends
sincere sympathy to the family and
friends of the late Bernard (Barney)
Mullen, Tully, Monaghan, who died
recently. Go ndéana Dia trécaire ar a
anam amt

O'SULLIVAN. Sin sympathy Is
extended to Eleanor O'Sulllvan and the
O'Sullivan family, Listowel, on the sad
loss of thelr beloved Dan. Codall go
sdmh | measc na bhflaithleas. From
Geordle Markey.

TULLY. The O’Hanlon/McMahon Sinn
Fein cumann, Monaghan town, extends
heartfelt sympathy to Barry, Colum,
Maeve and Pat, on the death of their
mother, Margaret Tully, Cumann na
mBan, Monaghan town. Ar dheis D& go
ralbh a anam dflis.

CORRIGAN, Shane. (Portlaoise). Happy
St Patrick’s’ Day, Shane. From Aunt
Leon and Michael.

DUGGAN, Harry. (Parkhurst). Greetings
on St Patrick's Day, Harry. From Joe
and Martina.

McCLUSKEY, John, (England). All our
very best wishes on your birthday,
John. Your next will be spent in fre
dom, Regards to all there. From yo!
friends Raymond, Mary and Patrick,
Buncrana, County Donegal.
McCLUSKEY, John. (England). Special
birthday greetings, John. At least It's
your last birthday behind prison bars.
Roll on October, we'll paint the town
red! From Helen and Davld, Lelcester,
McKEE, Michael. (Portlacise). Happy
birthday ‘Beaky’. Love, you're always in
my thoughts. | love you very 5
From your ever-loving wife, Patricia. xxx
MCcKEE, Michael. (Portlaolse).
birthday. We all love you very
From Kevin, Karen, Patricla and Mich
Anthony. xxx

MCcKENNA, Laurence. (Portlaoise). Con-
g o Laurence and
his wife Bernle, on the birth of their son,
Colm Laurence. Another republican for
Glaslough! From Ned and Bernie and
family and all thelr friends in Monaghan
town,

MCEMAHON, Toby. (H2). Thinking of
you always. Many happy returns to a

very special friend.
family.

O'SULLIVAN, John. (Portlacise). Best
wishes on your birthday. You are al-
ways In our thoughts. From Mum and

From the Clarke

d.

O'SULLIVAN, John. (Portiaoise). Wish-
Ing you a very happy birthday. Thinking
of you always. From Eleanor, Catriona,
Esther, Michaet G, and John Jnr.
O'SULLIVAN, John. (Portlaoise). Wish-
Ing you a very happy birthday, John.
From Kathleen and Mary.
O'SULLIVAN, John. (Portiacise). Best
wishes, John.' Fr your friends,
especlally Declan, Charlle and Bobby.
uTP

ST PATRICKS DAY GREETINGS to
Plus, Peter, Hector and Martin (Magll|-
lgan); Paul, Noel and Lurch (Cage 10

Tommy and Raymond (H-Block); Bren-
dan, Gary, Gerry and Seamus (Crumlin
Road); Catherine and Lorralne (Armagh),
and to all their familles and friends.
From Lols, Joan, Lynn and Wanda,

USA.

ST PATRICK'S DAY GREETINGS to
all our comrades Incarcerated in British,
Free State and US prisons. Tiocfaldh &r
15. From the staff of Republican Pub-
lications, Belfast and Dublin.

ST PATRICK'S DAY GREETINGS to
Blll Hughes and Eamonn Nolan (Port-
laoise) and Michael O'Rourke (New
York) and to all our comrades and
republican POWs In Ireland, England and
America. From the Fox/Crawford Sinn
Feln cumann, Tramore, County Wexford.

Draw results

An Cumann Cabhrach, Dublin

February :- £100: 267; £50: 56; £25:
150; £10: 76 & 212; E5: 41, 75, 90, 246,
301 & 394,

Dublin Sinn Fein
£100; tin

Deirdre Murphy; £5: Nos 8, 70, 191,
227 & 223.
Sinn Feln EEC Fund
£30: Sally Lawrence, c/o
Canal Bar; £10: David Dempsey, School
Street; E£5: Pat Long, School Street;
£5: Martin Shaw, Dolphin House.
Shannon Sinn Feln
jeek 16:- £25: 16
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I BY SEAMUS BOYLE l

AN ATTEMPTED blackmail attempt by the RUC of a 17-year-
old Omagh youth has been exposed by Danny Morrison of Sinn
Fein, who has described the affair as “more evidence that the
RUC lacks the support in the nationalist community it so often
claims”. z

Four weeks ago, Gary Drumm
was arrested under the Emergency
Provisions Act by uniformed mem-
bers of the RUC at his O’Kane Park
home and from there he was bro-
ught to Omagh Barracks.

Under intense interrogation by
RUC detectives Breen and Nesbitt,
the young man signed a statement
admitting to having thrown two
petrol bombs on separate occasions
in 1982 and 1983. He was then told
by his interrogators that this was an
‘attempted murder’ charge. He said:

“| was told that | was being put
in the Kesh for a long time and |
was frightened. They told me some-
body else in the next room had
signed statements against me and
brought in a statement which was

® GARY DRUMM

supposed to be about two petro/
bombings, one against an RUC

GARDA Special Branchmen attempt-
ed to search an eight months pregnant
woman during a raid on her home in
Ardee, County Louth.

The Reid family home was raided by six

Branchmen armed with Uzi sub-machine formpreye
guns on Monday, March 5th, causing partic- . STATEMENT
ular distress to Mrs Reid and her two young Sinn  Fein’s

children.

John Reid was then arrested under the
Offences against the State Act and taken to
Navan Barracks. Here he was continually
questioned, verbally abused and offered in-
ducements to inform. When he refused to
comply with this attempt to get him to give
information on republicans in the Louth
area, threats of being charged with armed
robberies were made against him.

When all this treatment failed to break
Reid, the Gardai then tried the ‘softly, soft-

| RUC ARREST

whole affair.

by both Special Branch
gardai.

S JOHN PAUL GILLESPIE
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county councillor,
Browne, voiced his concern at the role of the
gardai in trying to recruit paid informers in
the twenty-six counties and is calling for a

public statement from the gardai on the i

Louth Sinn Fein condemned this latest
case of mimicking Brit tactics by Free State
police, and are advising anyone in a similar |-
situation to make the facts public in order to
highlight this blatant abuse of their powers

gh

mda

landrover. After | made the admiss-
ijon they said the statement would
never be shown to anyone provided
1 worked for them and gathered in-
formation.

“They told me to start selling
An Phoblacht/Republican Newsand
to get back in Sinn Fein. | was
to find out where meetings were
held and what pubs republicans
drank in.

“Detective Breen gave me £5
and | was told to contact them by
phone and say it was ‘The Boxer’
calling. They also said that if | was
stopped in the street with friends |
was to be cheeky to the RUC or
UDR and call them names.”

At lunch-time and during the 12
hours that Gary Drumm was held
the RUC raided his home for a sec-
ond time, seized posters of the hun-
ger-strikers, personal letters and a
diary.

REPORTED
after being

Shortly released

Louth inducemen

ly’ approach in the person of a Sergeant -

Deignan from the local barracks in Ardee. -
He expressed sympathy with Reid, and ad-
vised him to tell if he knew of any arms
dumps in the Louth area, again in exchange

Fra

and uniformed

SCHOOLB

solicitor, gave him the money and
made a full statement about the
blackmail attempt.

Describing the incident as “ex-
tremely serious”, Danny Morrison
said:

“This is a variation of the perjur-
er and show-trial system where a

came a spy, initially on Sinn Fein
members but it would not have
ended there.

“This shows that the RUC are
desperate for information and that
they are rejected by the nationalist
community. This resort to black-
mail is just one of the unseemly

aspects of the RUC activity ignor-
ed by Jack Hermon in his annual
report.”

vulnerable young man was intimid-
ated into signing a false statement,
and was then granted immunity

spent a month last summer
on remand in Crumlin Road
Jail,,but was freed after local
man Charles Dillon retracted
statements he had made im-
plicating - six South Derry
men on alleged IRA mem-

A5
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BY MAEVE ARMSTRONG I

A NATIONALIST family who were forced to flee their Antrim
town home last August because of continuous harassment from
loyalists and RUC, have again become the target of RUC victim-

isation at their recently-acquired home in Belfast’s Ormeau

charges.
Cassidy has

Road.

Kevin and Mary Gillespie and
their six children, who experienced
a harrowing ordeal in Antrim, were
again thrown into turmoil last Tues-
day night, March 6th, when 11-year-
old John Paul was arrested following
a stone-throwing incident.

John Paul was caught up in the
incident after leaving his Artana
Street home shortly after 7pm. An
RUC jeep sped after the boy who
ran and fell to the ground in his
panic. John Paul was thrown into
the back of the landrover, hitting
his head on a seat, while his broth-
er, 8-year-old Tony, was arrested as
well but rescued by a neighbour
who was assaulted by the RUC and
later charged with assault.

Although legally under age, John
Paul was taken to Musgrave Street
Barracks where he was illegally
questioned without either of his

.

parents present. i

Alone and amid hostile RUC
men, the boy was intimidated for |1
over an hour before his father ar-
rived. Mr Gillespie said:

“The RUC have started to intim-
idate us all over again, they even ac-
cused John Paul, a child of eleven,
of being the ringleader of a group
of rioters in the Markets area three | %
months ago. This is a total nonsense
as we hadn’t even moved into the
house at that stage.”

Before the RUC would release
John Paul they forced Mr Gillespie
and his son to sign a partially
written statement the contents of
which Mr Gillespie could not read |
without his glasses.'He said: v

“| really don’t know what ['ve
signed as they told me to sign the
bottom. God knows what they'll
insert between the lines.”
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