DUBLIN GOVERN

IVE BEEN THROUGH
THIS S0 OFTEN IVE

GROWN TO LIKE IT

DHT?L M. o
MHATHAE=—"=

| AWy 31115 334

ENT

TO ABANDON NORTH

THE British Government, having failed to tackle the Ulster
Worker’s Council threat to its “authority”, resulting in the
collapse of the so-called power-sharing experiment, finds itself,
as a consequence, with no other options except further
appeasement of the Northemn Unionist.

Last week saw the British Government’s stop-gap gestures
such as the offer of a referendum brushed aside by the new
Unionist estzblishment in its demand for fresh elections and
the return of the old style Stormont.

Mr. Rees, while going through the motions of getting the
power-sharing circus back on the road, realises that there can
be no logical denial of this demand as long as the new Loyalist
coalition holds together in its united demand. This could only
be avoided by a drastically new situation such as \yould_ be
caused by a reversal of the British Labour Party’s bi-partisan
policy towards the “Irish problem”.

The opening shots in the campaign for the Labour Party to

Nor has the campaign for a declaration of intent found any
encouragement from any official sources on this side of the
Irish Sea. A group of Labour M.Ps, led by Jack Stallard last
week, which approached Mr. Rees on the question of ending
internment, was told to its dismay that it was “out of the
question; the Dublin government would never agree to it”,

Dublin surrender

On the contrary, the Dublin regime’s pre-planned ‘response to the
collapse of the “power-sharing experiment” has been to adopt a
) ing policy of apj to Unionism, and an

to the i of the status quo, North

and South,
Ideologically, the Cosgrave government is now cammitted to Mr.
O'Brien's i W jons” myth, the only other serious

formulate a declaration of intent to withdraw so gnty
from the North of Ireland already have been fired by
backbenchers, such as Paul Rose and Jock Stallard, upd b_y
influential personalities, such as Lord Wigg,' Mr. Wilson’s
former adviser on security. But the campaign has some
distance to go yet before arch-opportunist Harold Wilson
openly jumps on the bandwagon.

proponents of which in these islands are the racist ideologues on the
Ulster Workers’ Council influenced by the British and Irish Communist
Organisation, such as Boyd Black (Economic Adviser to the Council),
Alan Carr and “Lt-Col” E, Brush, and those who are also members of
the British National Front.

No time has been lost in following up the new lurch to the right in
practical terms. Early last week a secret decision of the Dublin cabinet

ensured that under no circumstances — even the O’Brien-Craig
promoted bloodbath — would there be military intervention in the
Northern situation. That such a decision could be taken in the same
week which brought to light conclusive evidence that the Orange Order
had sponsored an armed militia on a province-wide basis and provided
its halls as armouries and training grounds is an indication of the
regime's new-found recklessness.

Being nothing if not legalistically-minded, the Dublin regime's most
urgent priority is the enshrining of the “two-nation™ ideology in a
constitutional formula at the earliest opportunity.

The campaign was opened last week by Messrs. Cosgrave and
O'Brien, abetted by the North’s professional moderate, Oliver Napier,
and hes! d by puppet j in the media who hailed the
“new realism™. O'Brien and Cosgrave were prepared for the outraged
reactions to their “controversial” statements and smugly called a press
conference.

Their real worry centres on a different quarter, however, Can
sovereignty claims over a 32-counties Ireland be dropped before a
progressively angry people force Fianna Fail into repudiating their
shaky commitment to the bi-partisan policy on the North? How long
will Jack Lynch be prepared to support the policy of naked

pp before ing to ing gr ts pressure?

To provide a smokescreen which would distort the issues and slow
the growing opposition the Cooney-Donegan axis has been given the
green light to accelerate Operation Scapegoat.
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Fascism or freedom?

“A DERRYMAN in Dublin recently
telephoned his mother in Derry, asking
how things were. The mother told him
that a Protestant neighbour who had
spoken to her frequently over the past
few years recently had ignored her
deliberately. This happened shortly
after the success of the U.W.C. strike.

This was a barometer of reaction to
the success of the strike repeated in
many areas, according to accounts.
The message was clear: “Prods are on
top again; Teigues lie down™. A similar
reaction was noted among many
nationally minded people. There was
widespread fear of a repetition of the
pogroms of other years. There were
the more recent memories of
Burntollet; the Specials and R.U.C.
attack on the Bogside; the burning out
of Benburb and other streets in
Belfast’s lower Falls. Could it happen
again? Well, it did not; and the danger
moment of immediate post-strike
hysteria has passed off quietly enough.

But there are still fears of a Loyalist
determination to set up a much
stronger Stormont than ever existed
and to beat all nationally minded
opposition into the ground by
burnings and Kkillings. Many see the
new situation as approaching a
“doomsday”, on the eve of a Fascist
Orange state, somewhat on the lines of
Rhodesia or South Africa, with the
same apartheid policy. But there also
is evidence of working class
commonsense and of a desire, very
cautiously expressed, as is
understandable, to meet Republicans
and work out with them a new
situation acceptable to all.

The fear of the nationally minded
people is understandable. But there is
fear on all sides in the North, including
decent people who might be classed
loosely as Loyalists, but who want
genuinely to reach an understanding
with their Republican neighbours. And
there is fear, too, among the people of
the 26 Counties. That fear, over the
years, especially over the past five
years, has been capitalised upon by the
enemy by means of assassinations,
bombings on both sides of the Border,
and by other means of intimidation.
Nowhere has this campaign of fear
been more effective than in the callous
killings by “‘sectarian gangs” (for that,
read Kitson's pseudogangs).

While fear reigns it is difficult if not
impossible to get people to reason, to
analyse and, more important, to get
talking with reasonable, principled
people on the “other side”, so as to
avoid the ultimate in mass madness.
Therefore, every effort must be made
to get rid of unreasonable fears and to
get the talks started for the good of
the entire Irish people. No Irishman,
be he Catholic or Protestant, Loyalist
or Republican, will gain if fear is
allowed to drive out reason and trust.
Ireland needs all her people.

It must never be said in future years
that Republicans refused to explore
every possible avenue or backlane to
mutual understanding and
co-operation; and Ireland will need a
very close partnership of all in the
difficult years ahead. Principle must
never be abandoned but every effort
must be made to avoid anything which
might spark a conflagration. And the
Republican obligation is to all the
people of Ireland.

Loyalists by now surely must be
aware that the Republican Movement,
battered verbally so often by the
Roman Catholic clergy, is not under

the influence of that body and has no
desire to see any future Irish state
dominated by it. Equally, policies
pted by ive ardfhei
of Sinn Féin have made it clear that
the party stands for greater civil and
religious liberty than is possible under
the systems which have operated,
north and south, for more than 50
years.

rdfh

Diil Uladh gives the guarantee for
local democracy at its most free; and
elements of the Loyalist press have
recognised how satisfactory much of
the Eire Nua proposals are. How much
moral courage was needed for the
publishers of those papers to publish
such assessments at the present time?
Let that be reciprocated. We, for our
part, have done so consistently. On the
few occasions that Republican leaders
have had the opportunity, in radio, TV
or press interview, to do so, they have
not failed.

We must be patient. The talks are
beginning but the final statement has
not been made, could not have been
made, at this stage. And the Loyalists
have so much to think out. They are
composed of many el . They
have been tricked and exploited by
Britain. At present they are confused,
fearful, well aware of Britain’s coming,
final betrayal, uncertain of their next
step, uneasy under the leadership of
Paisley, Craig and West, seeking to find
among themselves more worthy and
reliable leaders, interested in the
welfare of the people rather than in
personal power and privilege.

There can be no question, however,
of the basic principles of the
Republican Movement being
compromised: the people would not
tolerate any such surrender and
principled opponents would have
nothing but contempt for any such
attempt. The war is against British
interference in Irish affairs. The aim is
a free, independent, Irish people,
ruling itself through local democracy
within the federated state of a
sovereign, independent Ireland, for the
good of all, on a basis of socialism.

There can be no acceptance of any
solution which involves the slightest
danger of neo-colonialism. The war is
against British imperialism and the
monopoly capitalism behind it. That
war can end when Britain announces
intent to withdraw, releases the
political prisoners of whatever loyalty,
at home and abroad, and facilitates
normal political life.

It needs to be said also, however,
that if the nationally minded people
are attacked, from whatever quarter,
they will be defended resolutely by
people from all over Ireland, as
demonstrated by the huge crowds
which turned out for the Gaughan
funeral. If there were a clash, as
happened towards the end of the
Algerian War, between “colons™ and
“‘natives”, the natives would win.

The few bigoted demagogues
among the Loyalists are well aware of
such an outcome and are unlikely to
risk their own destruction by going on
a fascist warpath. But they must not
be given the slightest excuse for such
madness by any word or action by
anyone who considers himself a
genuine Republican, in the tradition
not only of Pearse and Connolly, but
of Tone, Orr, McCracken and, indeed,
of Charlotte Brooke. Perhaps the best
way of driving out fear is love.
Remember the commonsense
statements from the men in Long
Kesh,

Fuath ta ag an
oCruiseach don

'Brien smachtaithe ag Cosgr: u:
maslodh sé an teanga a thuilleadh. Suil agam
go bhfaca siad an Se6 Ri-Dheireanach.

Ar ndéigh, ni raibh sa chaint sin de chuid nd
ndaoine meastla tdaf ach sampla cile den ﬂnnmz—
teacht atd chomh forleathan ar fud na 26 Chontac.
B'¢igean déibh miotas as an nua a chumadh.

s beag mo chuid spéise | James Tunney ach
chonaic mé minic go leor é sa nGaeltacht, 0g fﬂ(!ﬂ““l
ar Méilte is Sigsi agus caithfidh go bhfuil sulm éicint
aige sa teanga, A

Ach an’ bhfaca sibh aon ni chomh costil le
third-rate comedian ugus an Critiseach ag magadh
faoi Tunney as bheith ag labhairt do i nGacilge
Tigh Laighcan,"Nobody was listenfig to him."

Briscann an duchas tri shuilibh an chait. Ni:l(

nn

BHI Gaeilgeoiri/Baile Atha Cliath ag ré t a
seachtain{ 6 shin go raibh Conor Cruise
0 ave agus nach

nuair a ofreann sé don Chruiscach sca
roinnt focal Cacilge ugjdh, nuair a bhi ag éiri chomh
maith sin le Seosamh O Cuaig, mar shampla, agua ba
1éir gur thuig cuid mhaith dd raibh istigh a raibh le rd
aige, agus gur aontuigh siad leis. -

Go han-mhaith ba ea a chruthaigh Sesamh ar an
scailedn beag, ¢ dathil, fearGil, teagarach, ag seas
amh an fhdid go dina in éadan an third-class
comedian. 3
Nior fhéad mé fanacht go deireadh an chldir: is
thisce deoch na scéal. Ach bhain Brugha geit asam, ¢
ina_staic chomh fada sin ar son Fhianna Fdil. Ar
ndéigh, b'fhéidir gur ar an gedis sin ba ea a thogh
Fianna Fdil é Ni fhéadfadh an pdirti sin ligean
d’éinne a bhéal a oscailt ar a shon, td a chuid staire
agus a mbaincann éi chomh naireach 6 thaobh
chaomhni an ndisidin,

Td dath taibhsitil 4 chur ag an gCriiseach ar an
gelis seo, mar “chraoladh oscailte,” a bhfuil blas
agus baladh na fiminteachta ag baint Iéi. A

Ba chéir, a deir sé, go mbeadh an deis chéanna ag
muintir uile na h f‘. eann, éisteacht leis an mBBC, is
atd ag oirthear na hEircann. Act ni shin fith a spéise,
ach go dteastafonn uaidh feidhm a bhaint as an
mBBC chun “Sacsa cile darbh ainm Eire™ a dhéa-
namh den tir seo uile. Agus is feasach do chich go
bhfuil an Phdil gallda leis na céadtha bliain agus gur
gallda i na an chuid cile den tir, mar a duirt an
tOllamh Henry.

D'innjs an_Criiseach bréag nuair a ddirt sé gur
imBaile Atha Cliath a chénafonn formhor mhuintir
nah ann. Iy

Nil sa phriomhchathair, sa Chontae agus i nDiin
Laoghaire, ach thart air 800,000. Td os cionn
4,600,000 sa tir ar fad agus os cionn 3,500,000 sna
26 Chontae ar fad. Figilir iad seo a bhreagnaionn

An lAlhu' Tomds O Fiaich

Lord Howth.

Ach_nil i geeist agam muintir
Bhaile Atha Cliath a mhasld, acl
oircad. TS mionlach sa cha
agus sa cheantar maguaird atd mor
g0 maith agus Gaelach go maith.
Né déanaimis dearmad faoi
mhuintir Bhaile Muna_agus seas-
aimfis 1éi oiche Cheadaoine,
Meitheamh 26, nuair a bheas féile
Ghaelach ar sial aici tigh an oil
(Towers)

An mbeidh an Criiseach i
Iithair? An mbeadh séde d| -
aiocht ann a aghaidh a theas-
pdint don choismhuiintir seo td ar
thoir sealbha?

An tSochraid

BA bhred an tsochraid a fuair
Michedl O Gaghan rud-a thuill se,
ach ghoill sé go mér orm gur i
mBéarla a bhi gach focal a duirt
an sagart i seipéal na bProin-
siasach i mBaile Atha Cliath ar an
Satharn, dit a bhfuil go leor
Gaeilge agus Gaeilgeoiri, mar a
mheabhruigh Gaeilgeoir dom
facin am.

Agus féach gur sheas na Proin-
siasaigh leis an gcoismhuintir Eire-
annach nuair a thréig tiarnai na
Piile agus a geuid cléire i. =~

Ach i nGaeilge a bhi cirsai ag
an uaigh i gC6. Mhaigh ES. Chuir
sin athas ar a lin againn mar cara
moér na teanga a bhi i Michedl
bocht, go ndéana Dia trocaire ar a

anam,

Dfirt Cooney gurb iad Oglaigh
na hEireann a mharaigh é. Ni hea,
ach Cooney agus na madai leath-
aigh eile, nach raibh sista labhairt
amach ar son achaini réasinta.

Nar dhidltaigh lucht. an rial-
tais i mBaile Atha Cliath focal a rd
asanaigh faoi mhuintir an

n?

Sagart a-rifn

TREASLAIOM ¢ chroi don
Athair Tomis O Fiaich as bheith
ceapaithe ina uachtarin ar Chol-
diste Rioga Ph.idnnq a bhiodh, i
Md Nuad, ach ar Colaiste Phddraig
é inniu, agus un teanga préa-
mhuithe go daingean ann fuoi
dheireadh, agus cuid mhaith den
bhufochus ug dul don Athair
Tomds, ball 6 Dhia air.

An tseachtain seo caite d'fhill
Tomds ar a mhuintir | gCo. Ard
Mhacha agus thug léacht spreagiil
| mBéarla uuidh faol fhili an
cheantalr agus ¢ ug lubairt ar an
Mullach Bin.

Bhi cirsai an tSathairn agus
an Domhnaigh le moladh go hard
agus is | muintir na hdite a chuir
eagar orthu. Bhfuil aon dit eile sa
tir a bhfuil an scéal amhlaidh?
Bhfuil aon dit eile thart faoin tira
bhfuil an méid sin daoine fasta ag
foghlaim na teanga?

Chros Mhi¢ Lionndin don
Athair  Tomis ch agus
d'Théadfi a rd go raibh limh aige i
spreagadh na ndaoing chun an
dichais. Td sagart pardiste sa du-
thaigh a_chuidigh go mor le
cursai, leis, canonach a bheadh
molta agus mise im thost.

Agus bhi imh ag Miirtin 0O
Cadhain ann, leis, nuair a chéad-
chuireadh tds leis an éigse, nuair a
sheas Misneach in éadan Uf
Fhachtna, nuair a chuir an t-eag-
ras id ruaig air agus ar a chuid
fimiinteachta.

Comhar

GLACAIM le focal Ui Ogdin (an
méid a bhi sa litir a d'fhoilsigh an
pdipéar seo ar na mallaibh) nach
aon irs Ghreamaioch ‘ata i
“gCombhar,”

Is trua go mor nér ghlac Daith{
O Conaill leis an geuircadh Gd. a
luann an Daithi eile n0 d'fthéadfadh
s¢ a raibh le rd ag Cathal Goulding
a chearti. Ach sa chéad eagrin
eile di, eagran na miosa seo, beidh
agallaimh_le Sein Mac Stiofiin;
agus ta sdil agam go mbeidh na
freagrai le léamh go soiléir ann.

Ach seasaim lena raibh le ri
agam_faoin_eagarfhocal a chdin
mé. Ro-shoiléir ar fad atd polasai
Ghluyaiseacht na Poblachta, maidir
le carsaf 6 thuaidh, 6 1969 anuas,
agus ro-mhinic gur miniodh go
beacht, i rditisi, an polasai sin, le
go mbeadh caint mar a bhi San
eagarfhocal Gd.

larrann Daithi ormsa freagrai a
thabhairt. Nf shin mo ghné. Cuir-
tear na freagrai sin chuig an
LR.P.B,, agus mura bhfaigheann
*‘Comhar" freagra sistil, déanadh
an t-eagarthoir lonsai orm agus ar
an nGluaiseacht.

Ach tf rud eile ann, a dtugtar
“‘taighde™ air. Agus, in ainneoin
na cinsireachta, td na freagraf ar
fiil ar throddin na nuachtin (n{
airfom troddn an phiipéir seo),

Nlor theastaigh uaimse Segn O
hEalaithe, eagarthoir “Comhar}

a mhasli. T4 ardmheas agam go
pearsanta air. Ach ni bheadh sé
leath nd ionraic an cairdeas ti
eadrainn a bheith ina ghobdn im
bhéal, chun mé choinnedil im
thost, nuair a fheictear dom go
bhfuil éagoir déanta ar Ghluais-
eacht na Poblachta.

0 Snodaigh

CHUALA mé caint (n6 biaddn,
mis maith leat) go raibh sé le
tuiscint as a raibh agam anseo gur
Greamai  Padraig Snodaigh,
uachtarin nua Chonradh na
Gaeilge.

Nil aon fhianaise agamsa gur
Greamai ¢ ach measaim gur Pob-
lachtdir é nach bhfuil aon bhall-
rafocht bainte amach aige in eag-
ras Phlis Ghardnar na i nGluais-
eacht na Poblachta.

Ti a leithéid de Phoblachtoiri
ann agus tuigim déibh cé nach
féidir liom aontd faoin sui “aran
gelai.” Ach, faoi dheireadh thiar,
ar choinsfas an duine aonaraigh
atd an bhreith.

Creidim  go bhfuil coinsias
leochailleach ag Pidraig agus gur
fear ionraic é. Agus ma rinne mé
aon dochar dé, as “léamh idir
linte,” is dona lion é. Ni raibh a
leithéid i geeist agam ariamh.

Cogadh na talin

ANOIS, 6 td geardin na gcomhair-

leoiri réitithe ag Clinton, té cead a

chos ag Plean Mansholt, mar atd,

deireadh a chur leis na feirmeoiri
a.

Eam dheireadh, anois, tuig-
eann go leor daoine, a chaith vota
ar son an Chomhargaidh, céard é
80 baileach atd i ndan déibh, agus
1a an caoineadh ag tosd.

Ach glocs na miocs nior airigh
muid 6 Chomhdhail Ndisiénta na
Gaeilge, 6 Chael-Linn, 6 Chumann
na Sagart, on gComhchaidreamh
(md mhaireann sé), 6 Ghlin na
Bhua (do.), 6n Réalt, 6 Chomhal-
tas Uladh, 6 Gluaiseachtai na
gCeart (Gaeltacht is Galltacht) nd
O Chonradh na Gaeilge. 2

An troid atd romhainn | bpdirc
an chatha seo, ti sf chomh
l:lb)uchuch is .ﬁ:hi‘co
taldn s td
r(bﬂm'.‘fu Bulch‘lﬂllﬁé‘nm agus a
leithéid{, chun { bhuachaint.
T stair chogadh na talin ar
fiil. Déantar { léamh. Déantar na
ceachtanna atd sa stair a fhogh:

Ar lean, ar ehdl
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naire said an nuaiocht.

Resign
t_o save
lives

WITH the collapse of the Six
Counties Exccutive, the Dublin
Government should’ resign forth-
with, the Irish Republic Publicity
Bureau urges in a statement.

#The Government’s policy of
abjectly supporting the British,
surrendering the fundamental
right of the whole people of
Ireland to determine the nation's
future and assisting the English
war effort to the tune of
£50,000,000 has led inevitably to
the fascist victory of today, (May
28), the statement continued.

“The Government has no right
to claim the leadership of the
Irish people in view of the peril-
ous position in which they have
placed the beleagured people of
the North.

“The S.D.L.P. should in all
decency leave the political scenc
for all time. The crime of smash
ing the unprecedented unity of
the nationally-minded peopie in
the post-internment period is all
too evident to-night.

“It is ironic that Curry, Devlin
and Hume should have been so
vigorous in enforcing punitive
measures on those who supported
the rent-and-rates strike while, at
the same time, proving themselves
men of straw in resisting British
fascism.

“The leadership of the Re-
publican Movement calls on the
people to unite behind the Move-
ment in defence of the Northern
people. If we all display one tenth
of the courage of the Price sisters
who, in their death agony tonight,
truly reflect the soul of Irel
we shall triumph over fas
traitors and collaborators.

for de-

Robert McKeown (19) and Ei

When the Brits heard of the marriage plans last March they set about
wrecking them. They re-arrested the bridegroom to be and also locked

up the best-man and bridesmaid.

Hounding
Gaughan’s
cousin

%3

Rev. Michael Connolly

For praising his dead hunger-
striker cousin, Michael
Gaughan, Very Rev. Michael

Connolly, P.P., St. Joseph's,
Wolverhampton, has been sus-
pended by the Archbishop of
Birmingham.

The suspension came after the
hounding of the Roman
Catholic priest by TV, rado
and press and by pressure
from Westminster and Leinster
House.

Father Connolly is taking his case
to an ecclesiastical court and is

repared, like another victim,
r:athcr Flanagan, to bring it as
far as Rome, if necessary.

fending our people from British
fascist rule, North and South,
rests upon ourselves alone,” the
statement concludes.

SUPPORT THE PRISONERS

Robert was one of those rel-
cased from the Long Kesh Con-
centration Camp shortly after last
Christmas, after 14-months beh-
ind the wire. It was one of those
gestures to help con the people
into acccpt‘miSunmn dale,

March 13, however, as
Robert left a club in King Street,
Belfast, after booking his wedding
for June 1, the Brits pounced and
again he was behind the wire — to
stay, said the Brits.

Both bride and groom are
from the Divis flats, on the Lower
Falls Road.

Robert’s mother commented
on the bid to prevent the
wedding: “The military told him
that he would never be free to
marry if they had anything to do
with it and told him that no M.P.
would succeed in securing his
release.”

@ The bride’s sister, Mairead,
is behind bars in Armagh
Women'’s Prison.

Generosity
of Luton

Luton Sinn Fein is pleased to
report that a 12-seater minibus
will be leaving the Luton area in a
short time, destined for the Bel-
fast Green 08s.

This vehicle will be available
for the families and relatives of
Republican prisoners from the
Bally macaratt  district, where
there i3, at present, a dire need for
transport.

The Luton Cumann wishes to
thank the Republican supporters
of the area for their generosity
and support

WEDDING BRITS

TRIED TO STOP

ALTHOUGH the Brits swore it would never take place and did everything to prevent it,
Taggart (17) were married behind the wire in Long Kesh
last Saturday afternoon, Rev. Sean Cahill, St. Malachy’s College, Belfast, officiating. Go

Eilis Taggart (17) looking at a picture of her interned

fiance, Robert McKeown. Behind her is a handkerchief from
Long Kesh which he designed and painted.

CRAFT

CENTRE

44 Cearndg
Pharnell,
Baile Atha Cliath
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Garda blow to Belfast

ABOUT 12 of Na Fianna Eireann, were arrested by uniformed Gardai during a collection
outside a church in Churchtown, Dublin recently.

The group, whose ages range
from seven to 16, were released
after about an hour but their

collection boxes were not ret-
umed.
The youths were collecting

outside the Church of the Good
Shepherd for funds to bring child-
ren from Turf Lodge in Belfast to
Dublin for a holiday when the
gardai arrived.

The secretary, Forsyth Cum-
ann, Mrs. Margaret Langsdorf,
said the collection was held
annually with the permission of

Nuaiocht na
g0umann

local clergy to bring about 30
children down for holidays in the
area

Republicans’ decisive role since
August, 1969

WITH the British Parliament
meeting in special session to
discuss the Northern situa-
tion, it is necessary to re-state
the Republican position,
according to an Irish Repub-
lican Publicity Bureau state-
ment (June 3).

The Republican Movement has
played a decisive role in the
events of the last five years. Foll-
owing the pogram of August,
1969, the Movement set about
creating a people’s army to ensure
adequate defence from attacks by
Stormont and sectarian forces.

The increasing aggressive role
of the British army in the summer
and autumn of 1970 required a
policy of retaliation. By that
time, the British army had shed
any pretence of being a peace
keeping force. With the attack on
the nationally-minded people dur-
ing internment week of August

1971, the LR.A. swung to a
policy of all-out resistance to
British rule.

We have maintained that pol-
icy ever since, the statement con-
tinues, We have proved to the

government  that their
cannot defeat a people’s
guerrilla army. Despite death,
torture and imprisonment, the
LLR.A. have come back repeatedly
to strike decisive blows at the
enemy and nullify the so-called
policy of a military solution.

An opportunity was given to
the British government in July,
1972, to lay the basis for a lastin,
political situation. The LR.A.
suspended hostilities and entered
into talks with the Brirish govern-
ment. Those discussions were
aborted when the British army
used massive force to prevent
homeless people being re-housed
in Lenadoon.

Blind Dublin

The action of the British army
on that day was in sharp contrast
to the way it behaved last week
when it openly connived with
Loyalist forces to bring about the
fall of the Executive.

All the political solutions put

British
for

forward by the British Govern-
ment have come to nothing. Des-
pite the blind and abject support
given by Dublin and S.D.L.P. pol-
iticians to Green ‘papers, white
papers and Sunningdale, British
policy is now in a shambles.

So it will remain until the
British Government recognises
that the Irish people alone have
the right, duty and capacity to
fashion a form of society which
will ensure peace and stability in
this island. Such will not be pos-
sible while the British presence is
maintained in Ireland.

Securing a declaration of
intent from Britain to disengage
from Ireland has been the key-
stone of Republ policy for
the last few years.

We first made that demand in
September, 1971; it was the main
item of discussion with Mr. White-
law in July, 1972, and it still
remains the primary objective of
this Movement.

We recognise that significant
sections of British and Irish public

opinion have come to accept the
basic validity
case. We

a

us nearer the peace
ple dearly desire.

Historic decision

The British Parliament has
NnOow an opportunity to make an
historic decision which will end
centuries of strife. By opting for a
planned and phased withdrawal of
its forces from Ireland, the British
parliament will not alone serve
the interests of its own people,
but it will create the climate in
which rapid progress towards a
permanent peace can be secured.

Solutions now being put for-
ward by various Irish interests will
have a relevance only in the after-
math of a commitment by Britain
to leave our land. In such a
climate, the diverse clements
which constitute our nation will
be tested to the full as to their
degree of responsibility, magna-
nimity and tolerance. The Repub-
lican Movement will not be found
wanting in any of these respects,
the statement concludes.

The Cavan Comhairlecheantar,

in a statement, has condemned as
“callous and sadistic” the behav-
iour of the “Free” State army
whom it says is fast modelling
itself on the British army of
occupation in its harrassment of
the civilian population.
According to the statement,
Free” State troops arrived at the
home of Liam Muimhneach at 10
a.m. on Monday, May 20.

As Mr. Muimhneach, secretary
of the Cavan Comhairlecheantar
of Sinn Fein was in a Dublin
hospital, undergoing major surg-
ery, his wife, who is expecting a
second child in three months’
time, was alone with her three-
year-old daughter. 2

As a number of soldiers took
up firing positions around the
house, a second group entered
and carried out an extensive
search and questioned Mrs. Muim-
hneach, to whom a doctor had to
be summoned as a result of her
ordeal.

Damage by Brits

There has been condemnation
in Strabane and Clady at the
action of a military unit during a
full-scale military operation in the
latter village during the early
hours of June 8 last when the
Smuggler’s Inn, a popular singing-
lounge was raided and many
young people detained for quest-
ioning. All were released later.

Extensive damage was done to
windows in the licensed premises,
to the toilets, to fumnishing and
glasses when a party of soldiers
rushed into the lounge just after
midnight. They wore riot gear and
had several Alsatian sniffer dogs
which, one customer alleged, were
used to ‘herd’ some 300 people in
the lounge, into corners.

The building in the village’s
Main Street and within a 100
yards of the Border, was ringed
with barbed wire by other sold-

youth
holiday

iers, who remained outside and
“screened” the young men and
girls as they were brought out in
small groups.

Both mole and female military
personnel took part in the raid
which was centred only on the
one premises where a function
was being organised by the Eug-

ene Devlin Sinn Fein Cumainn
from Strabane.
Girls punched

There were complaints atter-
wards by those ‘“screened” that
they were abused and young girls
were “punched” and that tﬁe 50
or 60 who were taken to a
military post at Sion Mills for
further questioning, were made
stand with their fingertips against
fencing and legs apart.

One youth said he lost all
sense of time. Others were struck
with batons.

A middleaged woman, a wit-
ness, commented: “Everybody
got their back up last night. The
story is not exaggerated. The lang-
uage and abuse given by the sold-
iers was awful and some of them
taunted us about the Dublin
bombings.

I would not like to
experience a thing like this again
but after seeing it, I could never
have the same opinion of the
army again.”

A man said: “Words fail me;
the behaviour of the army could
only be described as ridiculous.
That sort of conduct should not
be allowed to take place. The
soldiers must have been drunk or

gged.

Protest March

That evening a protest march
was staged in Strabane, organised
by Strabane Sinn Fein.

Ar lean. ar chill
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Breathed new life
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One of the last letters written by Michael

the 47th day of the hunger-strike, a short

Gaughan to a friend, it typifies the spirit and time when you say ‘il fast, but | }.mow now
the stature of the man in many ways. It just how long that is. When I think of the
begins “a chara POI™: Michael, as ll\)C{ fist “four” and the length of time since
Proinnsias Stagg. realised the importance of they started their H.S., I can only shake my
Irish and uses it as often as he could. head and wonder what they must look like

and feel like, now. Whatever happens to any

In the section of the letter above he of us, now, while we live we will stand by
shows that he is as resolute a Republican as our rights and force-feeding will not make us
ever. Earlier he writes: “Today (May 14) is give in.”

A Fianna Eireann youth shows the Flag outside the house
of Roy Jenkins, London, during a Sinn Féin protest march.
' < LEFT: The coffin is taken from Adam and *

" Eve’s Church, Merchants Quay, Dublin, for
A burial in Ballina.

d BELOW: Daithi O Conaill, leasuachtardin,
Sinn Féin, gives the oration at the graveside. In
the background is the officiating priest.
Michael, said Daithi, had breathed new life into -
Irish hearts by his sacrifice.



These
Kilburn,

scenes  (above,
London: left,
Dublin) affronted
Westminster and Leinster
House as Michael Gaughan
was given the traditional
military funeral. Could he
have been offered less?

Westminster’s reaction is
hard to understand: Belfast
was taken over by
uniformed men, during the
strike and was a finger lifted
against one activist? All
Oglaigh na hEireann did, in
London. Dublin and across
the country to Co. Mayo,
was to honour with dignity
a fallen comrade.

As for Cooney’s lies:
BBC TV showed the shots
being fired close to the
coffin and the firing party
leaving, in direct
contradiction to the
ministerial statement.
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THE DECLINE “of “D4il" politics into

sheepish  conformity (like

Soviet or the Spanish Cortés) has dragged a
couple .of good political correspondents
down with it. Look at Arthur Noonan, who

used be crisp, subtle and
independent-minded  when
he was on the “Independ-
ent™. Now he just shovels
out the hand-outs, keeps his
bib clean, and goes home to
bed.

 But there’s some excuse
for Arthur, working as he
does in nwo hothouses - as
if Leinster House weren't
enough. There is much less
excuse for Michael Mills,
writing for an Opposition
newspaper.

I am not suggesting that
“Opposition’, in the
parliamentary context,
means much any more. It's
simply that Michael has
fewer pressures on him to
become a hand-out man
without a mind of his own.

I was thinking this
recently as I read a piece of
his, or rather, tried again to
read him, having yawned
myself out of the habit
several months ago. I don’t
ask a pol. corr. to agree with
me politically. I do ask that
he supply what pol. corrs.
are there to supply, namely,
informed political
comment. It's professional-
ism, I'm talking about,
nothing more.

Note what [ said:
“‘comment” — that means
the expression of personal
opinion and judgment —
and “informed” - that
means being aware of all the
facts and rumours relating
to the matter you are
talking about.

Now, sample this piece
of Millsian prose (he was
talking about the Loyalist
strike):

“The Taoiseach, Mr.
Cosgrave, has been criticised
for placing the blame for
the Protestant backlash on

the Supreme

the activities of the
Provisional IR.A.; but
Government spokesmen
claim that the Loyalist
strike and the support for
the strikers was a massive
reaction by the Protestant
population to the events of
the previous four years”,

Pol. corr. Mills offers no
comment of his own at all.
And note the non sequitur

the lack of logical
connection between the two
phrases I have italicised.

It's almost as bad as
Michael Mclnerney at his
sloppiest, when he used to
spread his all-time-low of
political journalism over the
front page of “The Irish
Times”. It’s downright lazy
journalism. It's not fair to
the readers.

This is what Mills would
have said were he taking his
responsibilities seriously:

“The Taoiseach has been
criticised for placing the
blame for the Loyalist strike
and the collapse of the
Northern Executive on the
activities of the Provisional
I.R.A. The criticism is
justified. While the
Provisionals would be only
too happy to claim
responsibility for the fall of
the Executive — regarding it
as a victory rather than as a
matter for ‘blame’ — it is
common knowledge that
the strike which brought
down the Executive was
directed against Sunningdale
and provoked by
Sunningdale. So it would be
more accurate to ascribe the
fall of the Executive to the

Liberating
ael Mills

Mich

Sunningdale Agreement (if
‘agreement’ it ever was).
““Of course, the
Taoiseach knows this as well
as anyone. The dig at the
Provisionals is believed to
have been inserted into the
speech by Dr. Conor Cruise

O'Brien, whom the
Taoiseach frequently
consults when drafting

statements on the North.
Dr. O'Brien’s obsession
with the Provisionals is well
known, and this is not the
first time it has been
allowed to contribute a
somewhat zany element to a
Government statement”.

See what [ mean?
Something along those lines
would perform the pol.
corr.’s job of actually
informing his readers and
increasing their political
understanding.

Credit where credit is
due, Dick Walsh tries to do
this. But he’s still fairly new
to the job. He will need to
be tough not to fall victim
to the pressures that would
make him end up a
shoveller.

I'd love to quote you
another paragraph by Mills
and then re-write it with
some information in it. It’s
a bit where he says (twice
over) that the Government
says a ‘‘United Ireland”,
caps and all, wouldn’t be
any nearer if the Brits left
“Ulster”. (You remember
the old days when we used
believe a “United Ireland”,
caps and all, was the be-all
and end-all? ). But I won’t
bore you.

Courage, Michael. The

sky won't fall if you express
an opinion of your own
sometimes, or say
occasionally that a

Government hand-out is
inaccurate or untruthful.
One thing, throughout

these bitter years, you have
remained a decent man —
unlike some others, Michael,
unlike the Charlestown
Ghoul. You heard the
latest? He's running a
“Corpse Count”. Read him
on Saturdays. He thinks
killing and being killed is
fun.

[ was rather appalled by
something I saw in a letter
from David Patrick
Simpson, Ipswich, Sasana,
which appeared in this
paper recently.

Mr. Simpson said he was
“horrified” that an _article
by Desmond Fennell about
a four-nation “Federation
of Man” was printed in “An
Phoblacht” without an
accompanying statement
from someone competent to
speak on behalf of the
Republican Movement,
explaining where Sinn Féin
stands regarding Mr.
Fennell’s scheme.

Does Mr. Simpson think
the readers of this paper are
children? Or does he think
that this is the pre-Vatican
Il “Catholic Standard” or
some such? That danger

signals must be displayed,
and cautions sounded, every
time a new idea heaves in
sight, lest the faithful be
scandalised?
However, |

found the

rest of Mr. Simpson’s letter
very interesting. He seemed
to be saying, in brief, that
the New Ireland must be
socialist (everyone agrees),
and that, therefore, the New
Ireland could not form part
of the federation with
capitalist nations which
Fennell proposed.

Now, I can understand
someone rejecting Fennell’s
federal scheme for all sorts
of reasons. But I must say,
with regard to Mr.
Simpson’s argument, that I
understood Fennell to be
saying there could be no
socialist Ireland unless
Ireland entered an
arrangement of the kind he

proposed and obtained
control over her
interdependence with
England.

He is probably wrong
about the method of doing
this, but I certainly agree
that, in present-day
conditions, a country
cannot be “socialist” unless
it has control over its
interdependent relationship
with neighbouring
countries. For only then is
it truly self-governing.

And the essential
characteristic of a socialist
country, as I understand it,
is control over its own
affairs by its own people.

For this reason alone, I
believe that Cuba, with its
extreme dependence on the
Soviet Union, cannot be
considered socialist.

So there: what does Mr.
Simpson say to that?

LEFT: After marching from Speak
Campaign demonstrated in front of Labour Party headquarters, London.
ABOVE: Stopped by R.U.C. at the junction of Clifton Street and North Queen Street,
Belfast, the Republican protest meeting was held on the spot, attended by a huge crowd,

ers’ Corner, Hyde Park, the Irish Political Hostages
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“‘tongue-in-cheek”’.

I am not impressed. I believe that there is a lack of commitment, a “funk”,
if you like, a “not-wanting-to-know-about-i
and Ireland and, of course, Dublin, too, was living, being with it ... “in”.
in the days of Grattan and Flood; money

‘ apostate nationally.

It had a house of parliament, as

houses, as in O’Connell’s day;
and horseshoe bars, not to
mention select “atin’ houses”
wherein oysters, ['escargots
and Rothschild vintages were
guzzled, along with the game
and beef of the land.

The capital was the high-alter
of the Mullingar heifer and that in
more senses than one. To my
eternal credit I sat through a
Saturday night Russell dinner
party (two minor businessmen
and their wives) once upon a
time.

Across the way, Mr. Tony
O'Reilly had some “friends”, he
looked suitably bored. Nearby
Mr. Todd Andréws (pére) was
host to 2 holy supper full of
guests.

1 failed to play the part
through: 1 got up and left. I had
seen enough glitter, God help us,
for one night. One sensed the rot.
1 had an oily smell which didn’t
altogether emanate from the
unfortunate snails or the sole.

Split personality

That same rot has made its
presence felt since. All could
stand idly by and mark time. As a
people, we have arrived at a
creater degree of schizophrenia
L . did the Norwegians, under
Queling, or the French, under
Pétain and Laval

They had, after all, the sounds
of tanks and Nazi jackboots in
their ears. We in the “Free” State,
had not,

Yet our bondage, our betrayal
of our country and its
constitution, was, if anything,
more complete, We abandoned a
part of our people to foreign
occupation as well as to colonial
rule.

We saw them twice crucified
and went on smugly, fecling
thrice blessed, “Build a wall
around them and keep the
bastards up where they are”, Did
you not say that? Well,
somebody did.

“Thery up there” in turn
Jooked south and askance at the
“Free” Staters, Small wonder,
For years they had been stuffed
with pubpatriotics,
Kevinballadery and a surfeit of
other men’s wounds, They had
been fed Pearse and Connolly in
loud proclamations. We were the
Boys who ‘bate’ the Black and
Tans ...

Like bloody hell! We had
used the dead to brag and boast,

to salve our half-freed

RECENTLY, when giving a lecture at St. Patrick’s Training College, Dublin,
one of the trainee-teachers present asked me a pointed question: “Why do
our present-day writers shy away from the North?

Why indeed? There have been very few exceptions. The excuse commonly
given is that we, the writers, are to0 close up to the screen; that there is
distortion; that we are too near to be “dispassionate” and lucid in our art;
that we are “too involved”: the latter obstacle must surely be mentioned

complex. For Dublin was art

good thin,

Patrick, with

No wonder

is what it is

apart from

es,

and

Galway draw
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Sunningdale is in decay,

says the Sean Bhean Bhocht.
Only lasted half a day,

says the Sean Bhean Bhocht.
Loyal hands just pulled the chain.

Down went Faulkner, down the drain.

But he’ll twist and turn again,
says the Sean Bhean Bhocht.

He may even join Sinn Féin,
says the Sean Bhean Bhocht.

What of Hume and Fitt and Co?
says the Sean Bhean Bhocht.

Oh! They didn’t want to go,
says the Sean Bhean Bhocht.

Down they went upon their knees,

to collect their salaries.
Oh! Farewell, S.D.L.P.!
says the Sean Bhen Bhocht.
Change your name to R.LP.,
says the Sean Bhean Bhocht.

‘Back to Stormont on the hill,
says the Sean Bhean Bhocht.
Harry West and lan and Bill,
says the Sean Bhean Bhocht.
"Twill be Orange Democracy.
But that’s not for your or me.
Fings just what they used to be,
says the Sean Bhean Bhocht.

But ...
Who'll fork out the L.S.D.?
says the Sean Bhean Bhocht.

And what will happen in the D&il?

says the Sean Bhean Bhocht.
Labour, Fianna, Fine F4il?

says the Sean Bhean Bhocht,
All for one and one for all,
with their backs against the wall.

Jack will weep and Liam will crawl,

says the Sean Bhean Bhocht,
And they'll do just sweet eff-all,
says the Sean Bhean Bhocht.

A little shamrockery was a
00 it took the bare look
off the fat bank account, We were
still_true Sons of Erin and St.

sow-wide hypocritical smile,

*“Free” State laugh fell on'the ears
of “them f.'s up there”. If
went to all we in the “F S
could always buy a Blasket.

Smug scribes

This character-shake — for this
obvious in the attitudes of people,

— - Perhaps nowhere was it better
to hide our exemplified than

BRICRIU'S FEAST
Sean Bhean Bhocht,

Rey. James Poland, C.C.,
stands amid the wreckage in
St. Mary’s Church, Kircubbin,
badly damaged by a bomb
planted, according to them-
selves, by the UFF (S.A.S.).
Father Poland, in the nearby
parochial house at the time
of the blast, received slight
injuries.

our journalists.

There was an unmistakable
smugness about their attitude to
the ‘‘security forces’
wishing-them-cvery-succes:
about what had to be said and a
very definite “‘serves them right”
when things went wrong for the
“men of violence”.

Soon “the army” meant the
British Army and ‘“sccurity
forces”, the grand amalgam of
Crown Force and R.U.C.

On one occasion one such
bespectacled political pundit took
it upon himself to address the
“Free” State from RTE! No
opportunity was lost to heap
opprobrium and British 1918
vintage cant on the LR.A.

The ‘“no-mandate” bit, which
dates back to Pearse and 1916,
dutifully was trotted out at every
possible vantage point: 5o, too,
were the more rabidly fascist
elements of Freestatery — the
Pale Lords — but more of than
anon.

Meanwhile, our TV fifth
columnists kept doling out their
daily doses of Thiepville, straight
from Colonel Sillitoe and the
Home Office,

Lunatic fringe

Republicans were made look
“bloody impossible people” and,
on occasions, ‘“insane”. the
‘“‘nice’” Mr. Faulkner was
presented and _ projected as a
“sincere” man in his suite of faces
into the homes of the “Free”
State.

All that stood between
gaodwill and peace in the North
was the “lunatic fringe”, the
Republicans.

Gerry Fitt was the man who
knew best. Mr. Curry of the Cows
appeared daily and John Hume
received ™ canonisation,
everything bar the halo (possibly
lacking because of technical
difficulties at Montrose)

Indeed, this writer, remembers
Frank McManus's remarks before
the British general election
“What chance have | when RTE
has canonised Hume, Fittand the
S.D.L.P? He proved right, not
that it means so very much, now.

The British army had a field
day with the “friendly station™
granting “interviews” at will. One
wit referred to a certain Ruidid
Eircann programme as “Britain's
finest hour™,

On TV, the British army
“denial  bit” became a  joke.
Brylcream-style British boys tell
Paddy exactly how it all

happened “accidently”, “Sorry
old chap! ”. And always with a
British Saracen for background.

To the wall

On the rare occasion when
Sinn Féin got an invitation to the
inner sanctums, in programmes
such as “7 Days”, “This Week”,
and the “Owl Show™: the firing
squad was well and truly lined up;
the “subversives” were sent to the
wall,

Ruairi O Brddaigh will
understand, not that they found a
soft target in the same Ruairf.
Only very recently they
descended on  his home in
Roscommon; the special RTE
squad, to “get him”.

That was the bald admission
after O Bradaigh had refused to
remain staked as scapegoat: “We
were sent down to ‘get you™ all in
good cheer afterwards in a local
hostelry.

Fair play to you, Ruairi:
“nuair a bhionn an bheoir istigh
bfonn an chiall amuigh”

That was Dublin democracy at
its best. In fairness to Cruise
O'Brien, it should be remembered
that the “‘republican party” man,
Gerry Collins, proved himself an
excellent media-muzzler and a
loyal tool of empire.

Not that there were not a few
nabler souls within the patchwork
of RTE who did their best,
despite harassment and threats to
job, to present a balanced picture.

Narrow mind

The “job threat” is probably
the greatest single indictment of
‘“Free’’ State rule since it
expresses best the narrow mind
born of hatred and civil war, It is
as alien to the spirit of the men of
1916 as they were to the Crown
burcaucrats who thought to
“strike terror” into the hearts of
the me Irish with  their
“mailbags” and “sacks”.

Personally, 1 found the Irish
language programmes fascinating
in that Blondin, the famous
tight-rope  walker, could hardly
have earned the crust any harder
than did the “Féach™ team, when
it came to “keeping within
bounds™,

1 suppose they did as well as
they were allowed politically.
Their choice of guest, however,
always was very predictable: nice
honeést-to-God - middie-of-the-road
people, give or take a Kick or two
over the traces for the Language.

arned men they were,
sure, but all too often of the
“learning” we associate  with
acquiescence and platitudes.

At least one guest-speaker gave
as much time to damning the
Provos as he did the British army,
even though the latter laid heavy
hands on him once upon a trip to
Belfast.

More often than not it was the
official line,

Yes, the Gaeilgeoirf waftled
beautifully, smooth as good
Scotch on the rocks. Even

“Gairm” chose its guests very
carefully and tried hard to avoid

“matters of a political nature”,

The hypocrites

Sedn O Riorddin spoke his

ch” one night and

the Cruiser saw red. How dare a

bard tell the people that the

Provos were not one bit different

from the Tom Barrys and Dan
Breens.

No doubt, had Miirtin O
Cadhain lived, his views hardly,
would have been any more
acceptable to the telly
nation-shapers, Fiminteacht
(hypocrisy) was a word much
used by O Cadhain.

Men of bondage came to daily
print, too, in great numbers in the
“Free" State. Usually, they
reduced to a childhood stanc
“*Baddies™ (Provos) versus
“Goodies™ (security forces).

Decath by crushing was
forecast ad nauseam for the
I.R.A.; such clichés as
‘‘“thin-on-the-ground”’,
“‘minority-within-a-minority”,
““losing-public-support” — out
h ewed at each Crown Force

ccess”. The phoenix is a much
misunderstood bird by Liffeyside
and no great shakes either, in the
Park.

Ar leaniint, sa chéad eagran
eile.

Cearta na
Gaeilge

IT was about time the right of
Irish speakers throughout the
ountry were recognised,

Snodaigh, newly elected
Uachtardn of Conradh na Gaeilge,
told the annual meeting of the
Carlow branch in the Foresters”
Hall, Carlow.

The continued, persistent and
insulting refusal of state agencies
to do business in lreland with
those who so wished was no
augury of democracy in action, he
added.

Democracy did not involve the
obliteration of differences, the
enforcing of conformity, as the
English  language supremacists
wanted, or the wiping out of
minorities, he stated.

There was a phrase used lately,
he said, which might put the issue
in perspective: “Chenshing all the
children of the nation equally™.

Ar dheis Dé

I ndflchumhne Michael
Gaughan, Oglaigh na
hEireann, a dinmharafodh
Dé Luain, Meitheamh 3,
1974,

Throld ti ar ar son.

Fuair tit bds ar dr son.

— Fianna Eireann, Baile

Atha Cliath,

3
2
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Scandinavian
support for
Irish cause

IRLANDSKOMITTEN (Irclnnq Committee) has been in existence for some two years, now.,
ing the “Irish Question™ from all possible angles in an attempt to

Basically, we are a group study
educate the people of this cou

Besides working with the news
we collect money on the
streots  for the internces
dependents, arrange public
meetings for speakers  from
Movements in lrcland and
Sweden, organise panel debates
and study circles, all in the
attempt to clarify the seemingly
impossible™ Irish situation that
the British so often propagate
abroad.,

We do not support any
political or military organisation
in Ireland but we recognise that
the root cause of the present and
Fas: civil and political strife rests
irmly on the shoulders of the
Westminster administration and
its followers in  Dublin and
Belfast.

_ Our work is based on the
following political platform:
Fight Imperialism in Ireland:
British troops out of Ireland; free
all political prisoners; abolish all
repressive legislation

We

10 express our
of the callous
stice shown by the
ts  following the
outcome of London bomb
trials.
The convi

tions of these Irish
believe, were based
1 evid: Even
S CO have been
thoroughly, the

arges
documented

inhuman sentences of life
imprisonment are wholly
unjustifiable. The British

prosecution resorted to displays
to_influence the jury and the
British public.

We refer to methods such as
the massive show of force by the
police to imply that these men
and women were dangerous
terrorists. In these circumstances

talk of a fair trial is sheer
hypocrisy.
The savagery which has

rked such disgusting
institutions as the concentration
camps and the ‘‘peace-keeping”
forces in the North have proven
cancerous in Britain.

The last refuge of morality in
Britain, the once respected British
judicial system, has been exposed
as thoroughly corrupt.

Internment is an institution

A leas na hEireann
Ar leas na Gaeilge
Ar leas na Poblachta
Ar do leas féin

£225 . 12 eagrin
V7 B . Sé eagrin
Tuilleadh eolais 6

Dhomhnall  Lubhlai, 250
Cuarbhbthar Theas, Baile
Atha Cliath, 8.

Arna foilsiG ag Gluaiseacht
na Poblachta.

Ceirnini

““WINCHESTER 73" with
“The Wind that shakes the
Barley" on the flip-side by the
Freemen of Belfast: 55p.

“Ballad of Joe Cahill" with
“Lynch's Merry Men" on the
flip-side by James Connolly
Folk Group. Produced by
Saoirse Records: 55p.

“Flgﬂ from Mountjoy"
with “‘Billy Reed" on the
flip-side by the Freemen from
Belf: Szp‘

Avallable from: The Craft
[« 44 Cearndg Pharnell,
Balle Atha Cliath, 1.

ntry in the complex situation that e»

which  has men, women and
children as its victims, World-wide
public outery against the
injustices of Britain in Ireland is
needed to bring an end to her
imperialism.

We oxpress our deepest
sympathy to the relatives and
friends of the Irish political
prisoner, Michael Gaughan, who
has dicd on hunger strike,

We hereby give our full
support to those who are on the
verge of death, because of their
simple demand to serve their
sentences in the North

~ Irlandskommittén,
Uppsala, Sweden,

DAIL ULADH

IS Freeman realistic in  his
proposals regarding the setting up
of Dail Uladh ;outside of the
territory which he visualises being
occupied by an Oral state on
the withdrawal of British troops
later this year?

He appears to think that
groups or parties, hostile to the
Republican Movement, would be
willing to join Republicans and
others dedicated to the institution
of Dail Uladh. This appears
unrealistic.

For Diil Uladh to operate
would require the approval or
tolerance of Leinster House. What
evidence have we that either
proval or tolerance would come
from that institution?

Even if there were any form of
co-operation, how could
Republicans, dedicated to a
socialist Ireland, hope for success
in setting up Dil Uladh within a
capitalist state? Would this be
principled?

In Leinster House politicians
have abandoned the people of the
Six Counties consistently and, in
a “doomsday” situation, could be
expected to abandon them again
and to do whatever they are
ordered to do by Westminster. A
more realistic analysis - by
Freeman would be welcomed.

Poblachtoir,

Dun Laoghaire.
POLITICAL HOSTAGES

AS a Christian, a believer in
human rights and a member of an
organisation which promotes such
rights, I would like to be allowed
space to say how much I deplore
conditions doled out to lIrish
political prisoners in English and
Irish jails.

I am especially concerned for
the welfare of the “Winchester
Hostages” as I know only too well
what “tube-feeding” is, having
carfed it out on my own
daughter (for medical reasons) for
three years.

At the end of this time I had
to seek psychiatric help, as the
torture which I inflicted on my
own flesh and blood preyed on
my mind,

I am now cured and promised
that I would not re-open that
chapter of my life; but it has to
be spoken of in order to bring to

ublic attention what the
*hose-pipe’’ method of feeding Is
like,

GARDEN

For best quality and

value In trees, shrubs,
roses, hedge plants,
gardening requirenfents,

woodlap fencing, new
native timber, Ring:
365898, Open Seven Days.

s in Ireland today,

It turns & human being into o
depraved animal; and even if the
Price sisters and others survive,
they will suffer mental and
shysicnl  side-cffects forever,
hocause  the  swallowing  tract
ceases to function, when food is
poured into the body this way,

At the turn of the century, in

Holloway prison, ettes
were inflicted with f ding,
It was kept secret but Lloyd

George heard of it and had it
stopped. -

llc commented: *To use this
method outside the hospital ward
is to perform a barbaric and
savage task’

Apparent his words were
soon forgotten or did they not
apply to the Irish?

Many former British colonies
have been cleared of the John
Bull but he is still squatting in six
of our countics. Other countries
got rid of Britain when their
politicians stood up in force.

What is the government of the
26 Counties trying to achieve?
Are the Dublin politicians simply
fied to be British “refugees™
der the thumbs of Britannia?
Why is the flower of Irish
manhood being interned  or
arrested because their only erime
is love of their country?

hel;e, by letter writers,.
by ' regular  columnists
“and “in "~ other “signed”:

~of the: authors and not
necessarily those of the
publishers:

Shume on the “Free” State
politicians who are in power only
because gallant men died in the
G.P.O. in 1916 and, subscquently,
in Cork, Derry and elsewhere.

But for the sacrifices of those
martyrs there would not be a
“Free” State. Their blood is
congealed on the hands of any
man, woman or child who
condones what is being done to
our countrymen by British law
which has now influenced Irish
law.

Gardai have the power to
arrest men for being patriots. Do
not these officers of the law
realise that some of their
ancestors have died in Ireland
during the Famine and during the
Black-and-Tan times.

What a terrible burden these
Irishmen must carry, who arrest
other Irishmen who wamt justice
and freedom for their country
and their countrymen.

Our army may be small but
the blood which has been shed
through the centuries will seep
along our pastures until our 32
green fields will bloom and
flourish on the nurturing of those
who are gone but are too dearly
loved to be forgotten.

“atherine M, Herbert, (Mrs.)
Friar Street, Corcaigh.

PRISONER'S THANKS

I HAVE Just received a letter
from Paul Holmes, one of the
“Winchester Elght"',

He wishes to thank all the
ordinury people for the
expressions of support sent to
him, He knows that this Iy not
much to offer but It is ull he cun
glve at present,

He is allowed to send out only

a limited number of letters per

month so, much as he would like

to, he is unable to reply to all
those who have written to him

— ). Hayward,

Sallynoggin, Baile Atha Cliath,

BACKBENCHER'S VIEW

BACKBENCEH in “the Irish
Times” made interesting reading
in a recent article. One of the
strongest bastions of the “Free"
State regime, Backbencher has a
fine grasp of capitalist politics. In
his usual half page he foretold a
possible future for Ireland, a
prophesy which 1 feel could be
horribly accurate.

As we all know, the Brits will
pull out. The only thing that has
yet to be scttled is the exact
timing of the withdrawal. Roy
Mason meant what he said
sometime ago — make no mistake
about that.

But what happens when the
Brits leave? A political vacuum?
Not likely? As Backbencher sees
it, we will have two states, more
or less united under a Council of
[reland.

In the South we will have as,
at present, a standing army to aid
the civil power in “‘maintaining
law and order™. In the North will
created an army to assist the
lifted R.U.C. in stamping out

fac
rebellion.

Cosgrave, Lynch, Corish and
their ilk will rule in the 26

Counties. Faulkner, Fitt and Co.
will rule in the Six; and Britain
will continue her policy of

neo-colonialism,

This is no idle speculation; it is
a very real possibility. Faulkner,
Fitt and their backers on both
sides of the Irish Sea would have
little difficulty raising their army.

Members of the U.D.R. would
be perfect for the job; add to
them some *non-Unionists” to
make a balanced force.

Fitt, with a reformed R.U.C.
and a Council of Ireland under his
belt could, I am sure, drum up
enough of these.

This “New

Ireland” would
attract the support of the
traditional pro-British elements;
and certain “Nationalists”, with
the British army gone, would
abandon the struggle, also.

Certain Loyalists, at present
wanting U.D.L,, would find some
merit in a semi-independent
“Ulster”, loosely associated with
e State,

the

ACT OF COURAGE

THE fight for freedom continues,
and will be won, despite
everything the English despots
and the “Free' State traitors have
done and will do to prevent its
accomplishment, No true [rish
man or woman can forget that the
hands of the traitors are stained
with the blood of patriots as are
those of the “Tans" with whom
they collaborate so zealously.

Great time and space have
been given in the news media to
the extent in infamy which the
former Portuguese regime and the
present U.S. President were and
are prepared to go in order to
retain power; yet, wicked as they
are, neither -Caetano nor' Nixon
could be accused of betraying
their respective , countries and
people into the hands of their
enemies. In Ireland, however, this
“distinction” comes naturally to
the leading members of the
Fianna Fail, Fine Gael and ‘Irish
Labour Party’ groups.

Whilst the British imperialists,
in their efforts to maintain
domination of the country, were
and are responsible for the agony
of the Irish people by killings and
torture and the hounding of the
native Irish from their homes and
lands and handing them over to
families of their own kind (whose
strong “‘religious™ convictions did
not deter them from taking stolen
property) there is no doubt but
that traitors in Ireland enabled
the English corrupt and
degenerate despots to maintain
their continued subjection of the
country.

The tragic deaths of the
innocent people in Dublin is only
the latest item in the legacy of
misfortune  which the English
presence has brought and we will
never forget that the hands of the
*“Free” State collaborators are red
with the blood of these victims of
imperialist and ‘sectarian power.

The Irish people have the
choice, either sit back and allow
the English imperialists and their
puppets, the Orange hoodlums
and the “Free” State traitors, to
bring the country to complete
ruin, to retain their own
privileged positions, or to take
their place in the ranks of the
Republican Movement and help
to bring it to governmental
power.

With the resources of the
Nation’s manpower and all other
resources the imperialists' and

In Belfast, thousands came
forward to sign a protest
against the brutal treatment
of Irish political hostages in
British Jails and to demand
their repatriation. Our picture
shows Sinn Féin Ardchom-
hairle member Maire Moore
(standing, back, right), who
organised the petition, and
her two assistants.

puppets’ ability to cause further
misery in the country would be
nullified.
Such a government, too,
undoubtedly would command
respect abroad, especially from
such friends of Irish freedom as
the probable future President of
the US.A. and the present
resident of the Libyan Arab
Republic.
ter 50 years of betrayal, an
act of courage is required now.
— S. O Galichobhair,
Hillhead, Glascii.

LETTERS to the editor will have
a better chance of publication if
they are short, written or, prefer-
ably, typed, on one side of the
paper. Failte ar leith roimh
Ghaeilge.

Dun dobheéal

CAINT a
priostin, a

lionann na
chuireann

daoine i mbaol, a scriosann

éifeacht na n-Oglach.

Silence saves lives.
Don't discuss what should
be left unsaid in the
interests of security.
Remember there’s a war
on. Bi id thost.

MOTORS
Repairs to all makes of cars at
reasonable rates: Phone, 806819
after 7 p.m.

But what of those Republi
who see the war as a revolution
against the expropriating class?
What will be in it for them?

Nothing! Instead of being
robbed of the fruits of their
labour by a British master they
will have the pleasure of being
robbed by an Irish one. Make no
mistake about it, the bourgeoisie
will stand together. Britain will
pass on her power to a “safe"
government only to secure her
financial interest,

The Republican  Movement
will find itself on the horns of a
dilemma with this “New Ireland",
Could the military campaign be
continued?

Remember there will be no
British army to shoot at. Are we
capable of pushing the revolution
on through political action only?
If not, what' would we do in such
i sltuation?

| look forward to comment
through |.!m columny of “An

Phoblacht",
~ Nloclds Cils,
Cluuin Doledin,

books, musical
similar material.

VISIT A PRISONER

FOR people in Baile Atha Cliath, who wish to
visit prisoners in Portlaoise Prison, a bus
leaves the office of this newspaper every
Saturday morning at 11.30 arriving back in
the capital at about 6 p.m.

Travel is free to all relatives of the prisoners
to whom a visit brings a joy difficult to
describe. It is essential to maintain their
morale, by visits, by gifts, by letters, papers,
instruments, records and

® Don't let the political hostages down.
Big i flaithiail daonna.
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HUME HINTS AT
ANOTHER
SELL-OUT

"HATTING i b 5 W i

CHATTING in the bar d‘unng ”‘.c recent LT.G.W.U. conference in Bundoran, Mr
John Hume, former Minister for Commerce in the Northern Executive and
) guest of the u‘miom\cv. disclosed his views on why “power-sharing” had
failed. It seems the Executive had tried to move “too fast” for the Protestant
Pu‘jnl:mnn. This .}Hul_\' of the situation came from one who, such a short time
l.‘L‘I\TH‘.“\\‘.IS vociferously declaring that there could be “no compromise with
fascism™, and is highly significant.

!

... As you can see, the profit picture s
for oil companies isn't THAT bright . . .

Has the scuttle

: The S.D.L.P. discredited itself because it traded certain
fundamental political principles for limited social gains, and
these, in their turn, for personal survival in power. Behind the
present panic, when Devlin, Currie, Fitt and Co. frantically
searched for the discarded mantle of principle, it can be seen

begun at last?

THE BRITISH Army
the North,one that wa

resumed its low-outline strategy in
interrupted with extreme reluctance

and embarrassment in occupying the fuel depots—and once
again troops have virtually faded off the streets of central

Belfast.

The 500 army and navy spec-
jalists drafted in during the
“strike™ left the Six Counties
within days of the strike’s ending.

These were followed by First
Batt, The Light Infantry, and

Furore
explained

WESTMINISTER furore at the
wearing of uniforms by the guard
of honour which accompanied the
remains of Michael Gaughan over
the British str was nothing
more than a deliberate attempt by
England to smokescreen the real-
ity of their guilt regarding the
death of the martyr, according to
2 statement by Malachy Foots,
PR.O., Ulster Executive, Sinn
€in.
Their condemnation of
h na hEireann and the call-
ing for sterner measures was
nothing more than a timely man-
oeuvre 1o try to shift attention of
the world media from the circum-
stances sumounding Gaughan's
death in Parkhurst to the more
simplier affazir of wearing
uniforms, he adds.

| Siopa an Phobail

AVOCE PARK, ANDERSONSTONN
BEAL FEIRSTE |
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First Batt., The Queen’s Regi-
ment, as they were expected to
on the resumption of work.

A surprise move, however, has
been the withdrawal of S00 men
of The Queen’s Dragoon Guards
from Derry city, particularly in
view of the renewal of_ the
paign by Oglaigh na hEireann in
the region.

This leaves the British army,

with 15,000 men, at its lowest
strength in Ireland since 1972.
While there are various inter-
pretations of troops re-
ductions—some see it as part of an
overall withdrawal, others as a
gesture to the growing ‘‘troops-
out™ lobby—it is more likely a
response to N.A.T.O. allies’ com-
plaints about Britain's continuous
watching on her ‘“continental”
commitment.
N.A.T.O. chiefs latel
been expressing ‘“‘fears an
increased military build-up in
Eastern rope which, whether
genuine or not, is being used
publicly to pressurise Britain back
into line.

As troops become thinner on
the ground in the North they are
increasingly making their presence
felt at home in Britain.

Our picture below shows sold-
iers of the Black Watch Regiment
doing their “Ulster thing” in a
quiet English neighbourhood,
Willett Road, Colchester, Essex,
and this just a few days after
promising to desist from further
provocative exercises

The British spokesman’s ex-
planation: “It appears these men
have unwittingly strayed off garr-
ison land. All I can say is that
they are new in the area.”

from Hume’s words (hat the
future chance of power lying
with the policy of further
concessions to hard-core
Unionism.

here s, however, ‘a’ split in
the ranks over the issue for, at
grass-roots level, there is now a
serious  questioning of the hiter-
to accepted role of the party asa
conventional, middle-class interest
group, with the required gestures
towards reunification and. intern-
ment.

There was a bitter row within
the party recently when a number
of back-bench M.P.s were found
to be amongst the signatories to
an open letter to the British gov-
emment, calling on it to declare
its intention of withdrawal from
Ircland, together with other
prominent public figures from
North and South of the Border.

What outsiders might dismiss
as a rather trivial matter of party
discipline is, in fact, a matter of
crucial importance for the future
of the country as a whole, which
is why the party leaders move
swiftly and ruthlessly to suppress
this *“deviation”.

Unsympathetic Dublin

For the call on Britain to
declare her intention of with-
drawal implies a rejection of the
Six-Counties gerrymander as a
viable sphere of political action
and consequently is the most
serious threat to the leadership’s
concept of the S.D.L.P’s role in
the Mark Three Stormont

Nor has the most recent trek
by the leaders to Dublin helped
matters. For the unmistakeable
message filtering back to the
grass-roots in the North was “You
are on your own from now on -
it was nice knowing you”, a mes-
sage which will only deepen the
division in the party.

There is, of course, much bad
feeling over the party’s failure to
deliver on the Council of Ireland,
on intenment and on social
matters. -Can the leadership nip

leadership of the party sees its

Nuaiocht

Ar lean. 6lch. 3
About 400 took part and a
protest s lodged at the
Strabane R.U.C. station.
A short meeting was held out-

the crisis in the bud or will they
be cmbarrassed by some rebel
M.P. in an autumn election jettis-
oning the party line on con-
cessions to Unionism in favour of
a demand on Britain for a declar-
ation of intent as their election

slogan? side the barricade in front of the
And if, say, Frank MacManus | station

and Bemnadette McAliskey were A leaflet was distributed

to stand again with the same | stating that during the search at

demand? Mr. Flanagan’s premises troops

“tore the clothes off innocent
people’s backs, trailed young
people and adults over barbed
wire and threw them into vehicles
in which they were brought to
Sion Mills.”

nd suppose Republicans
throughout the North were to go
before the people on this one
simple issue, can there be any
doubt what would be the fate of
Hume, Fitt, Currie and Company?

" Torturing has
been resumed

AS THE torture hearings against the British army resumed at
Stravangar Norway, despite increasing British and Unionist
diplomatic pressure on the Dublin government to withdraw
charges for the sake of “good-will”, it came to light last week
that many of the techniques which had aroused public opinion

o2

March to

home of
Jenkins

REPUBLICANS have been very
active in London in recent
weeks, agitating tirelessly on
behalf of the hunger strikers,
whose simple demands have
fallen on the deaf ears of the
British Government.

Countless marches, public meet-
ings and petitions have been

anised to enlighten British
public opinion.

Our photos show a recent protest
march to the home of Home
Secretary Roy Jenkins. Left:
the parade leaves Speakers’
Corner, Hyde Park, and carries
the message: “Send the Hun-
ger Strikers Home.”

The march, under the auspices of

the Irish Political Hostages
Committees, displayed the
banners of Sinn Fein, People’s
Democracy, Irish Civil Rights
Association and other groups.
In the left foreground our
picture shows London Metro-
politan Police Deputy Com-
missioner, James Starritt, who
headed the recent police in-
quiry which white-washed the
Special Branch in connection
with the Lennon affair.

MaureenMaguire of LP.H.C. giving

an impromptu press confer-
ence outside Home Secretary
Jenkins’s house. Pictures:
courtesy Cumann Wolfe Tone,
London.

ébé S

car O Conghaile agus O
air. Agus déantar da

laim.
Leathlobh.
réir.

Da ndéarfainn a thuilleadh,

British interrogators appears
to be particularly reluctant to
forego disorientation as a means
of psychological torture.

Recently, in connection with
recent N.L.F. military activity in
tie south-Down area, a number of
people were taken into custody.

They were hooded, punched
d while under interro
lese happenings were
documented and publicised in the
daily newspapers by N.LC.R.A.
Previous to this, at the height
of the. Loyalist strike, in fact,
British troops took savage and
unprovoked action against nation-
alists in the Fermanagh area,

In what appears to have been
an attempt to spark oft a .-fm-
frontation with Oglaigh na hEir-
eann, to divert the Loyalists from
their rebellion, the Brits picked
up a number of citizens at gun
point from their places of work

They were bundled into S
acens and taken to an unknown
interrogation centre where they
were hooded and questioned for
long periods (one man for as long
as 12 hours) before being dumped
out on the streets again from
moving Saracens.

No obvious lines of question-
ing were followed and the men
regarded the whole business as an

were still being employed in the North.

bheadh DEb¢ os comhair na clirte
i nGreen Street. Ach tuigeann
Tadhg Taidhgin.

exercise in intimidation rather
than a serious attempt to gain
information.

[ North abandoned again

O Ich. a haon

While the local elections and the Gaughan funeral have given the
Special Branch great opportunities for excelling their humdrum
day-to- harassment of political opponents to the establishment, it is
now known that they are¢ preparing for an imminent “security
offensive™.

The secret meeting of middle ranks of the political police, chaired
by Deputy Commissioner Fitzpatrick (“The Irish Times™, June 12) was
called  to outline of the new strategy. Apart from
“co-ordination of resources” instructions were issued on the compila-
tion and checking of a comprehensive list of “‘subversives™ in all areas.

In line with the new counter insurgency-within-the-state approach
the forces of repression are directed at one section of the population
only. Thus the police, who are in possession of detailed descriptions of
the car-bomber responsible for the South Leinster Street explosion
(supplied by a Garda on the beat who saw him try to park in Grafton
Street first) and of the two men who drove the Talbot Street car
(description supplied by the mother of a Garda, who noticed them
acting suspiciously and wrote down particulars) have suppressed the
information so s not to divert their energies or public attention from
Republicans.

While Mr. Donegan would be quite happy to implement a policy of
internment Mr. Cooney is satistied to intensify the existing approach so
long as militant Republicans continue to identify themselves (and, he
hopes, isolate themselves) by non-recognition of 26 Counties courts,
marching in parades and the like,

disclose  an

Arna fhoilsit ag An Phoblacht, 44 Cearndg Pharnell, B.A.C.




