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WHEN Cockroach Cooney, towards the end of last week. made.his....

Chart topper
banned |:

CONOR Cruise O’Brien and the Dublin adminis-
tration have become the laughing stock of Europe
with the order to RTE to ban the top of the pops
disc, “Nineteen Men,” produced by Release Records,
Dublin, and relating, in traditional ballad form, the
escape of the Republican prisoners from Portlaoise
Prison. The ballad is sung by Dermot Hegarty. The
disc, selling at 60p., is available from most music
shops in Ireland and also from the Crafts Centre, 44

Cearnog Pharnell, Baile Atha Cliath.

The fact that the disc
reached the number one pos-
ition in Ireland’s top selling
records — and held it — worr-
ied the politicians. It was
further confirmation that the
Portlaoise jail-break had had
stirred the nation. It would
be even more embarrassing if
RTE were to help publicise
the ballad tribute: for one
thing, the British Ambassador
would be bound to complain.
So Conor decided to risk fur-
ther jibes from his former
Liberal friends and enemies
of censorship and ordered
that “Nineteen Men™ should
not be heard.

There was talk for a while
of having the record declared
a “seditious document” but,
in the event, an element of
common sense prevailed and
the Special Branch was told
not to pounce.

The RTE
Officer, Mr. Louis McRed-
mond, explained away the
banning and the censorship
by saying the record was “not
considered suitable for broad-
casting,” the usual cliche for-
mula in such cases. When a
record was so considered it
would not be played. Q.E.D.

Information

rule the Six Counties.

But Cooney was not making his plea on his own bat: he
was primed by Conor Cruise O'Brien and Garret FitzGerald
and had permission from Liam Cosgrave to open his mouth.
The original idea came from London, during the recent visit.
Would the Dublin regime at least try it out?

Like so many other “initiatives”, the Cooney waffle
ion from more emb matters, steals the
headlines, and puts those other embarrassing matters into
smaller print and, hopefully, off page one. But it also gave
Cosgrave a chance to manoeuvre for a position long dear to his
heart, the heading of the united Unionist Party of Ireland.

What were the embarrassing items worrying the British
propaganda experts? The military’s murder of a Strasburg
torturecase witness. The unity between Republicans and
Loyalists displayed in the th k long paign to destroy
internment without trial and to improve conditions for
inmates, particularly food; while the system is being dismant-
led. One good long push and internment can be pushed aside,
given continued unity by Loyalists and Republicans,

Of course, the Cooney outburst also helps to distract
attention from the steadily increasing cost of living, now being
accentuated by government action in increasing telephone and
postal charges, as well as by the rise in unemployment, the

nlaa.

of the 26 Counties, in a plebicite, to throw out articles two and
three of the state’s 1937 constitution, he was preparing his party
for a full merger with the Faulkner Unionists and returning to the
old Cumann na nGaedheal position of the 1924 Boundary
Commission, when the Dublin regime recognised Britain’s right to

harvest disaster, the cattle crisis, and the extinction threat
facing the small farmer.

Cooney’s clanger must do damage to the Fine Gael Party as
well as to the Coalition in general. For now the seal has been
put on the policy of collaboration with the enemy in the
occupation of Ireland and now that collaboration may be
understood even more clearly against the Cooney proposal
that all Irish claims to the six north-eastern counties of the
nine-counties province of Ulster be abandoned. There goes
subversion and treason at its most impudent enacted by the
Gilbertine creature entrusted with “law and order” in the
Dublin state.

Cooney's statement is only the tip of the iceberg, as it were,
for the rest of the lceberl is t.he callous determination of the
Dublin admini don the lly minded
people of the north- east to their fate rather than say or do
anything which might risk the conflict spilling over once again
into the 26 Counties. The SAS has done its job of intimidation
well.

Cooney has shown what he and his fellow ministers think
of any possible “Irish dimension” in the Six Counties. The
only possible solution, in their view, is complete surrender.
How much longer can they last in power?

Féin

Mansion House, Dublin, September 28 and 29
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Afraid of Sinn Féin?

WAS it a coincidence that the Sinn Fein offices in Omagh and Dungannon, and the
offices of the organ of the Republican M “‘An Phoblacht,” all were raided
in the one week? Hardly. The raids, all too obviously, were the results of decisions
taken during the meetings between Cosgrave and Wilson.

Again, the hypocrisy of both politicians is revealed. For both Cosgrave and
Wilson never tire of preaching about the merits of ordinary party politics and how:
much more laudable it would be for Republicans to use the ballot instead of the
bullet. Republicans, indeed, would far prefer the ballot to the bullet if the ballot
had a fair chance. The raids authorised by both Wilson and Cosgrave show clearly
just what a chance the ballot has against state-organised violence.

Sinn Fein is one of the oldest political parties in Ireland but its history has been
one of continuous harassment. When the people of the entire 32 counties of
Ireland, in the general election of 1918, returned Sinn Fein members with an
overwhelming majority, and when those deputies set up Dail Eireann insteaq of
attending Westminster, the imperial government in London declared war against
them: that is how the war of independence began, with Oglaigh na hEireann
defending the lawfully elected national assembly against the violence of a foreign
state.

Since the establishment of Dail Eireann hardly a year has passed without
harassment by antagonistic elements who fear the processes of democracy. At first,
it was the Crown Forces who did the wrecking and intimidation and Killing. They
were followed by the forces of the so-called “Free” State.

Some months ago the British said they were ending the ban on Sinn Fein in the
hope that Republicans would work politically instead of militarily. At the time we
doubted the sincerity of the Brits but Sinn Fein, which, at the time, had a number
of offices open in the Six Counties, decided to expand. But the lifting of the ban on
Sinn Fein has proved to be a sick joke of a sick administration for hardly a week
has passed since the ban was lifted without Sinn Fein members being intimidated,
taken in for “‘questioning” (euphemism for brutality), being locked up without t{lal
(John Joe McGirl in the Long Kesh Concentration Camp, for example), or being
done to death.

The last Dublin administration was little better in its contemp for democracy,
when it closed the Sinn Fein premises in Kevin Street and Blessington Street,
Dublin, on the pretext that they were being used for “illegal” purposes. The present

Dublin administration, despite the aura of “Liberalism” which it seeks to exude,
twice has arrested the editor of this paper not because he could possibly have taken
part in military activities while continuing to run the paper, but merely because he
was the paper’s editor, and a good one, at »_that; and because the pa?er was
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The Irish Republican Information Service Bulletin has been published openly for
months, sent to people (including Messrs. Wilson, Rees and Orme) openly through
the post, and has been allowed, without let or hindrance, into even the prisons. It is
a factual record of events accompanied by reasoned analysis. In any civilised,
democratic country, the Bulletin could not havé been touched. Even here, with the
law turned upside down in an Alice-in-Wonderland situation, it is likely to be seen
as llegal and constitutional. Why, then, the raid? Primarily, for propaganda and
intimidation purposes; secondly, to bring secret police files up to date; thirdly, to
§trike vindictively at dedicated Republicans in the knowledge that they could be
imprisoned with impunity without trial for a month or two, for it is well known
that Republicans do not seek bail. Oh, yes: we have our own refined “Free” State
system of internment without trial: remand in custody, month after month.

Material prepared by the Sinn Fein publicity department for education and
training of members has been seized often enough and members intimidated
because, it would appear, the authorities, the petty gauleiters of the Craoibhin
Slibhin, want to justify their miserable existences or because they believe the
training methods efficient and effective.

But all this harassment boils down to one very simple thing: the Westminster
authorities and their quisling followers in Ireland fear Sinn Fein, fear its policies for
Eire Nua, fear democracy, and are resolved to hamper political development in
Ireland in the mad hope that a military solution is possible: the crushing of the Irish
resistance movement. Where are the loud-voiced clerics and liberals and peace
mongers now? Part of the conspiracy against democracy is their smug silence?
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obair d’Eamonn Mac Oitir sa
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iarraidh freastal ar an geéili.
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An chéad uair, cuireadh [ios ar
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Go bhfios domsa, nior tharla s¢
cheana ag an Oircachtas agus @
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Béile costasach
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bhFiiltii chun costaisi eile a ghla-
nadh. Ach ba choir an sceal a
fhoilsié ina iomlin chun go bhfei-
cfidh na daoine nach raibh aon
chaimiléireacht ar sidl.

Ma fhoilsitear na figidir cuir-
fidh siad sin deireadh le riflai
agus le culchaint.

Chuala mé daoine i gCois Fh-

arraige ag clamhsin faoin geoiste i
mBaile Atha Cliath, nir rinne an
coiste sin an tréan-iarracht a rinne
sé blianta cile chun go mbeadh
iomaitheoiri 6 na Gaeltachtai eile
i lithair.
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deimhin ni sa chloiginn “""s;iu' ag scriob

Ni raibh muin
hreascharta mo dhuine-

até a neart, ach g0
in Oireachtas i

h faoin Oireachia
tir faoi dho ¢ agus € 38
oitir fa?i; Mhic Oitir sésta

imeacht soix do, gur shil sé gur
éirigh thar cionn leis.

C4 mbeidh sé? )

ACH is cosdil, in ai_n:;lsnc :,;
e 4 spg;:gghﬂuln e, nach
rl‘l:j‘:;)l'a‘cb):eas an chéad Oujcar:,h't;:
eille suite, ach thoir, i mBaile A
Cliath % dul go Liidir ina choin-
ne sin. Is i An tOireachtas, pral‘oTn
hihéile na hEireann agus 05 & C
s agu‘s) n:’\:i"ui“c;‘a“c‘hg'ocu é
i ta se buna 7
‘b';|"cilah ar sial i_geeantar Giia(el‘
tachta i geomai. Sin, no In e
thugann an deis chéanna do g:in
éinne bheith i lathair, Ath Luain,
cmgll::\&go geaithfear eagar as ar;
nua a chur ar an On_eachms]:g::lh
ar Fhlea Cheoil na hEireann. Na 2
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ndéanfai Cathair an Oireachtais a
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Beidh bedr ag an jonyg e
agus is décha go mbeadh s finny
each a thuar go mbeidh i be
ina chri ag an gClub. Cuigeg,y
an bear go mor le costyi
ghlanadh. Ach i bealaigh cil. ,, !
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Einne a bhl‘mlur;xulca&
a dhith air, gheobhaidh
scriobh chuig: Pidraic Mac
ncha, 20 Rath Caim;
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oig (01) 854369.

Ar dnoigh, ta bealach ¢y
ann, chun cuidid, mar ati s,
a chur chuig Phadraic; n6 ey
chur ar Roinn na Gaeltach s
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chostas chur ar fil do Rath Car
mar dheontas.

o ag an n.
Ach méide nach mbeadh mérin
ar aon tuairim liom.

Di mbeadh a leithéid de
chathair no baile mér togtha go
speisialta don Oireachtas, chun
freastal go héifeachtach, le slacht
agus le compord, ar na hiomaith-
€oiri agus ar an lucht éisteachta,
d’fhéadfai é chur ar fiil, ar chios,
do chruinnithe méra eile i rith na
bliana nuair nach mheadh sé a
dhith ar lucht na Gaeilge.

_Ach td samhlajocht ag baint
leis an bplean seo, agus pleandil,
aguni rudai iad sin a chleach:
taionn na daoine n4 na coisti td in
udagasmouinn.

'fhearr leo eachtra a_dhé:
amh _d'fhcile(GhaeilBeA Is déchaagne-
bhifuil a draiocht féin ag baint leis

S raidié

TA Aindrias O Gallchoir
ionsai ar leathanach a haon &
“Tuairisc”, paipéar Ghluaiseicht
Chearta Sibhialta na Gaelta
mar gheall ar an ‘“bpras
ceart” atd a dhéanamh age &
Raidio na Gaeltachta, dar les o0
bpdipéar.

Ach is cuma cén duine bhess
geeannas ar Raidi6 na Gaeltachiy
ni bheidh ar a chumas ach »

raiseach céanna a dhéanamh deo
ad is a_fhanfas R. na G. fa0i
cheannas RTE. 3

Nil ach an taon riteich

din ar an fhadb, mar at
saoirse jomldn thabhairt do R 1
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trean chun go n-<iréodh leis an
Oircachtas thiar. Duirt sé, roimh
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¥ t agus go \p
cuid mhaith dinn nach bhfuil mé-
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Daoine a sheas leis an gcéasadh

CHAITHEAS tamall an
tseachtain seo caite ag éist-
eacht le Liam Hourican ag
tabhairt seanména do lucht
féachana RTE. Mari na beirte
ud sa Tuaisceart ba chiis lena
chuid easpagachta. Dar fia, ni’
fhéadfadh an Cairdinéal féin é
shari.
Is amhlaidh a chuaigh ti am,
a Liam Mhic an Striadigh, nuair a
ac ti le ciirsai raidio is teilifise.
‘fhéadfa bheith ar do bhealach
go dti Ardmhacha faoin am seo
ach an ghairm bheith tofa i geeart
agat 6n tus.

Ach nil sé ré-dhéanach
ariamh, a deirtear. Bain casadh
Ieile as an geasog, a dhuine, agus ta
eat.

Is décha go geaithfear rudai a
litriti amach go curamach do leith-
éidi Liam sna cirsai seo. Is é a
cheaann Liam, de réir cosilachta,
go mba choir do na Sealadaigh

idirheald idir na mais!
1agus na maistri “eile.”

Ni chéir na maistri “maithe” a
ghoineadh n a ghorti; ba chuma
faoi na daoine eile.

Deallrajonn sé go bhfuil Liam

sista glacadh le maistri ma
bhipnn siad ‘go maith.” us
mas Caitlicigh Romhanacha iad (a

fhanann dilis don Eaglais). Agus
mar sin de.

Ni thuigeann sé, is cosiil, nach

bhfuil aon difriocht ann i nddirire
idir an breitheamh seo agus an
breitheamh sitid no td gach duine
diobh ag seasamh leis an gcoras
ati ag ciaadh, ag céasadh, ag
imthreoranni, ag priosind agus
ag dlinmhari.
3 breitheamh  coins-
iasach ann ariamh bhi deis aige ti
blianta 6 shin éiri as a phost, mar
agéid in éadan a bhfuil ag tarli
san it thuaidh.
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Aon duine a bhi sista a phost
a choinneiil i ndiaidh Domhinach

na Fola, ta an bas tuillte aige.

na Sasanaigh: an choir doibh sitd
éiri as a geuid postanna?
phosta, mar shampla?

Ar ndoigh, ni chéir doibh
corrai go geloisfidh siad focal 6
fhorsai na saoirse. Gheobhaidh
siad ribhadh ma bhitear ag iar-
raidh orthu an tseribhis a fhagail.

Ach ni tréatdiri iad. Rabhadh
dd laghad ni fhaigheann tréatqiri.

Daoine gan obair

TA an difhostaiocht ag méadi as
cuimse, go bhfdiri Dia orainn. An
tseachtain seo caite bhi thart air
105,500  daoine, idir fhir agus
mhnd, gan obair (35,500, sna S&

Miacha. a

agus 70,000, sna 26

m  this un tsamhraidh, de
titcann an lion de réir a
ach ni mar sin a bhi an
| i mbliana: ag méadd i gednai
a bhi na figiuir, tuar dona go leor
don,gheimhreadh ti romhainn.,
On méid is féidir liomsa
dhéanamh amach, beidh thart air
100,000 gan obair sna 26 Chon tac
o1 Nollaig agus, sna  S¢é Chon-
tae, 50,000, b'fhéidir. Td sail
agam nach bhfuil an ccart agam

ach i s¢ ag breathnd go fior-
dhona. 5
Beidh go lcor (eirmeoiri beaga

i_geontiiirt mhor  fuoi Nollaig,
chomh maith, agus beidh na banc-
anna ag iarraidh iad a ruaigeadh
amach 6 na feirmcacha chun na
lanadh. *‘Clearances™
i ndan ddinn muna scasann
muid.

agus dinmharg

¢ fearr a thiocfas aj

Gaire searbh

RINNE mé giire nuair
m¢ Maher (LF.A.) ag ;l;?]‘::al:

: # PLX
riamh i stair na h’?h:f:: *anise
aire, is ca, toj i
Maher chomh cﬂlla':;;ch go"j‘ubh
:::p;‘:lr na hi;l}l;lﬂdﬁn Vo u‘s:ﬁ
seo ith i
ChoTn!hugadh. cith ina bhall den
Ta ciall cheannuithe ag M
anois. . Ro-dheircanach, .sfu:)l!::‘
Mar nil Maher i ndairire. Ni jar-

;ngtl::irli liv';ém hsaibhn ealr"n:m:::
S 1roj i il
Mh‘arCljuu: chur ar rialtas Bhajle
uige go ndéanfadh s¢
laidh? “Nach jad na fei?;n:‘;‘i'l.}
mora bun agus barr an LF.ALD
Nach iad na feirmeoir; méra iy
L 'mach as na fadh-

b o airt 3
meoiri beaga fao lithairy - oL

Béarla na nGardai
AR thug sibh Béarla éigeantach 2

nGardai faoi deara thart faoin 1/
agus iad ar théir na ndaoine 3
d’éaluigh 6 Phriosin Phort
Laoise?

Cén chaoi a déarfa checkpoin
i nGaeilge? Nil sé san fhoclu (¢
Bhaldraithe). Ach ni shin an fatt
nach raibh sé le feicedil taobh e

Céard é is fearr libh, “ionsd
seicedla™ no “‘ionad scrudaithe
Agus di ndiltédh duinc stopadh
mar gheall ar an mBéarla éigen
tach, an i nGaeilge no i mBéarls &
ndéarfai é chaitheadh? Agus <7
ait a sheasann Conradh na Gacilg<
sa chds seo?

Is iad na Gardai ti ciontach »
an geuid is mé des na comharths!
poibli Béarla, faoi thricht is cil¢. !
mBaile Atha Cliath agus i nga<h
baile beag is mor eie sna 20
Chontae.

Is cosiil nach dtoil lc Conradh
na Gaeilge iad a-smearadh, f¢ my/
atd déanta ag muintir na Gacl
tachta i ngach ait, anois, nach
mér.

Gaeilge: essence of

our nationality
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SINN FEIN
COURTS RETURN

THE Sinn Fein courts of the 1920"
demand in the Nationalist areas of

longer turn deaf ears to the people’s request.

Since then, more than 1,000

estimate made by one of the S

He explained that the demand
for the Sinn Fein courts arose,
primarily, because of the people’s
distrust of “establishment” justice
and also because they could not
afford through the present legal
system to “buy” the justice when
was their right.

“The majority of the cases we
try qwolye acts of vandalism and
hoo!glamsm. On conviction, the
punishments awarded are correct-
ive,” he said.

Pensioners

The Judge explained that the
type of punishment was meant
not n:h‘destmy" in any social
sense the young hooligan or van-
dal, but to show him a better way
of life through service to the
community.

Typical sentences handed out

by the courts include compulsory
* visits to old age pensioners and
lonely people, cleaning up pens-
ioners’ houses or gardens, super-
vising outdoor recreations for the
young, helping with ‘‘meals on
wheels” or stewarding at social
and religious festival occasions.
For the more serious types of
crime, he explained, the “courts™
do’ not award punishments. The
procedure for such types of crime
as theft, assault causing grievous
bodily harm and burglary are
passed on,
Deportation
He said: “We do not have the

power ta award punishments and

see that they are carried out, but

the military wing has and can

ensure that punishments are car-
ried out.

generosity _to.

s have come into being again because of growing popular
Belfast, and last June the Republican authorities could no

) people_ have been “dealt with” by the courts, and recently an
inn Fein judges put the outstanding cases at more than 30.
“Among the lesser of the pun-
e more
serious crimes is the deportation
or exiling of an offender from the

ishments awarded for

country for

d|S)cliorls from six
months upwards.

“‘A defendant is entitled to
call all the witnesses he wishes
and is also entitled to be legally
represented by a solicitor, junior
or senior counsel, and this has
happened,” he added.

The courts consist of three
persons, and judgments are arriv-
ed at on a vote. Full records are
kept by court clerks and steno-
graphers and the archives of such
trials are guarded with top secur-
ity and are as mobile in their
movements from place to place as
are the courts themselves.

Strabane condemns
harassment

THE Thomas Ashe Cumann,
Strabane, has, in a statement
condemned the continuing
harassment by the British
occupation forces of young
schoolboys coming and going
from school across the Strab-
ane-Lifford Bridge, where
troops maintain a permanent

An Phoblahct.

The shooting
d d b

last week of
E¥Eetablish

Same cause.,
same methods,

-

Recent visitors to our offices were the well-known Belfast Republicans, Billy McKee (right)
and Proinnsias Mac Airt (left) who were recently released from the Long Kesh Concentration
Camp. Pictured with them is former Long Kesh colleague Sedn O Cianoin, now manager of

same aims

T y th
England.

checkpoint.
Members of the Cumann
wish  to express their

gratitude to the people of the
Ballycolman estate for their

Together against internment

be left unsaid in the
interests of security.

Remember there’s a war
i id thost.

Dun do”bh

Seu

— BRUTALITY OF TROOPS EXPOSED

The struggle against the concentration campaign Con! m
intensified as a new unity of purpose emerged within the camp i

Republican prisoners and on the

And the LR.A. in a statement
issued at the weekend, asserted
that unless the dispute is cleared
up immediately, to the satis-
faction of the prisoners, they
would have no option but “to
strike at those responsible for
maintaining the situation®.

“We must protect the pris-
oners' interests and the interests
of their very many dependents”,
the statement said.

Other developments in the

ditions prevailing in Long Kes
tself between both Loyalist and

Kesh has

streets of Belfast, between both communities.

for the prisoners trom all sections
of the community.”

The ‘get Truesdalc out’ prop-
osal was also made by Loyalist
Assemblyman for West Belfast,
Mr. Hugh Smith, who claimed
that the Governer refused to
accept any suggestion that there
was anything wrong with his pris-
on.

There were angry scenes at the
Maze yesterday When Republican
and Loyalist women showed their

uproar over food and
e

@ All visiting at the Maze
banned after a new outbreak of
protests outside the prison.

® More traffic chaos as Rep-
ublican and Loyalist demon-
strators again blocked main roads

in Belfast in support of the pris-

oners.
Outrage

The strongly-worded state-

ment from the Belfast Brigade

referred to the Long Kesh situa-

tion. as “‘an outrage perpetrated
i e

and
about mot being admitted to del-
iver food parcels.

e women said the visits
were suspended because, it was
reported, prison officers refused
to escort prisoners to the waiting
rooms due to the accumulation of
rotting food.

The food has been thrown
over the compound wire by pris-
oners for the past few days as a
protest against the poor quality.

Allowed in

Two of the women prolesters

were allowed inside the

on the ners.”
said this was “indicative of the
callous, inhuman attitude of the
governor, Robert Truesdale, and
the sheer incompetence of the
Northern Ireland Office in its
handling of the needs and desires
of the political hostages behind
e wire.” -

The Brigade demanded th
closure of Long Kesh, once and
for all. But regardless of that, Mr.
Truesdale must go.

The LR.A. said: “He has
waged a consistent war against the
prisoners since he ‘inherited’ his
job after the riot in Cage Two in
October, 1971

“We call on the prison warders
in Long Kesh to come out on
strike—to leave Truesdale and the
British Army holding the can—in
the face of the massive support

prison yesterday (o see an official.
But a short time later they were
escorted out by police.

They alleged they were kicked
by police.

After the prison demonstra-
tion, the dispute spread to the
streets of Belfast {o grip the even-
ing rush hour traffic.

At one stage, police reported
about 40 barricades, which rem-
ained in place for about two
hours.

Spokesmen for both groups
who organised the traffic hold-ups
threatened that their protests
would last for longer periods il
conditions at the Maze were not
improved.

‘The unity of purpose between
Loyalists and Republicans in the
protest is seen as ‘unprecedented.’

In the Falls district, women rel-
atives of prisoners marched down
the road and filtered through mil-
itary units at Chapel Lane to the
city centre. Later, many returned
to seal off the Falls at the corner
of Albert Street-Northumberland
Street. Delayed traffic stretched
for about a mile.

In Belfast Mr. Malachy Foots,
spokesman for the Ulster Exec-
utive of Sinn Fein, said they were
demanding an immediate resump-
tion of food parcels to the pris-
oners and the proper preparation
of food.

‘Grotesque’

Mr. Foots also complained
that Long Kesh was being run as a
concentration camp.
for the Emmet-

the two working class commun-
ities had been finding common
ground and that this wasnow truer
than ever.

If the British got out of the
North, the main cause of the
division between communities
would be removed.

Visitors attacked

Two members of the Long
Kesh Board of Visitors have
revealed that they were arrested,
abused and manhandled by Brit
ish Troops and R.U.C. Special
Branch m C|
become *“willing internees™ and
stay overnight in the camp to
experience  conditions at  first
and.

Mr. Michael Durey, a com-
munity councillor on Derry Dis-
trict Council, and Mr. Colm Cay-
anagh a Derry solicitor, were rel-
eased affer being questioned by
detectives on Thursday.

Mr. Durey - who was appoi-

nted to the board a week ago —
had to be taken to hospital after
his arrest in Cage Seven, suffering
from shock. He has already had
treatment for a heart complaint
carlier this year.

Mr. Cavanagh's car, which was
parked in the visitors’ car park,
was blown up by a British army
bomb disposal expert looking for
a suspect bomb — despite the fact
that the car keys had earlier been
given to the army.

The drama started on Wed-
nesday when the board members
went into the compounds in the
camp after their meeting to dis-
cuss conditions with the internees
and detainess. 5

The men talked to the det-
ainees until 1.15 a.m. when they
again split up into two different
cages and went to sleep.

“A short time later I was
brutally woken up,” said Mr.
Durey, *“‘when troops rushed in,
and an order was given that no-
body was to move, and that
everyone was (o lie rigid on their
beds.™

To hospital

Mr. Durey was then taken
across the camp, where he asked
for a doctor as he was feeling ill.

He was taken to the Musgrave
Park Hospital, where he was told
that he was being held under the
Emergency Provisions Act. Mean-
while, Mr. Kavanagh was taken to
Lisburn RUC station, and quest-
ioned by detectives.

Both men were released on
Thursday.

Mr. Durey said that the intern-
ces’ main complaints were about
laundry, food, no inter-cage visits,
and the parole system.

“The impression | got is that
Long Kesh is a volcano which is
aboul Lo erupt in a big way. The
men’s complaints are not listened
to, and we were simply trying to
do a thorough job of listening to
their  complaints  and relaying
them back.”™

Full publicity use was made of
the circumstances surrounding
Judge Conahan’s death but as yet

orth a_war
Occupation Forces anc r
freedom fighters. British solc_hers
who are killed are not killed
because they are British soldiers
but rather because they are part
of the British occupation of part
of Ireland. But an occupation to
be effective must have more than
a military presence — the latter
must be backed up by an occupa-
tion police force — the R.U.C.,
and judiciary — of which judges
Conaghan and McBirny were part.
And make no mistake, it was
because they were part of the
British Occupation machine and
therefore enemies of the lrish
people that last week’s events
occurred.

But in terms of contemporary
history, why have those who were
so ready and willing to unequiv-
ocally condemn and express
horror at these killings never been
5o unequivocal or horrified in
their condemnations of the kill-
ings of hundreds of Irish people
mowed down by the British
Occupation forces during the last
four years. Mr. Rees has said that
“‘the ‘murderers” should not be
afforded sanctuary. But who is
still giving sanctuary to the murd-
erers of the 14 innocent civilians
shot down by his troops on
Bloody Sunday? Whe affords
sanctuary to those who shot
down Harry Thomnton in 1971 —
or 13 year old Kevin Heatley in
1973 — or Patrick Mcllhone this

ear?

In March 1920 an LR.A.
execution squad took Resident
Magistrate Alan Bell off a tram in
Ballsbridge, Dublin and shot him
in the street. Bell — who was an
elderly man — was involved in a
British enquiry attempting to
discover the bank accounts used
by Sinn Fein. The lrish Times
(March 27, 1920) carried the
following headline:

““‘Another shocking crime in
Dublin” and the report included
the following excerpts:

‘‘Mr. Alan Bell, Resident
Magistrate, was murdered yester-
day while driving in a tramcar
from his home at Monkstown to
his office.... by a gang of armed
men.

“The news of the tragic death
of her husband was broken to
Mrs. Bell at her residence by Lady
Taylor...

When the news of the awful
affair became known in the city
there were innumerable express-

political court judges Conaghan and McBirny was widely
political and church leaders in the North, the Free State and

ions of sympathy with the strick-

ened widow.™

Now, compare the above to
eral of murde

rate” and this report (17-9-1¢

“News of the deaths of the
two men was greeted with uni-
versal and immediate horror... the
crime was regarded as one of the
most apalling in the long catal-
ogue of Northerp Ireland atroc-
ities.™

In 1920 the Irish Times rep-
orted that Magistrate Bell had
“crowned a life of devotional
service to Ireland by a noble
death fighting in the cause of his
country” (Lord Leiutenant’s tele-

am of sympathy”. Last week,
udge Conaghan was the l!udge
who restored the faith of the
minority in the judicial process in
the North";

On both occasions, that paper
went to great len,
ise the youth of
and on both occasions denied
coverage to any other point of
view on the killings.

We know where the Irish
Times stood during the Tan war
and we know where it stands
today. The same applies to the
Irish Independent — now incorp-
orating the Freeman’s Joumal.
They would seem at least to have
the virtue of consistency. But
they and the well heeled pol-
iticians and affluent churchmen
who condemned the shootings
last week would not dare now to
contrast the situations of 1920
and 1974.

Instead they refer hypocrit-
ically to the “patriots” of 1920
but to the “murderers” of 1974.
They cannot afford to be con-
sistent because such consistency
would involve admitting the fact
that the LR.A. today is the same
organisation with the same arms
and the same methods of the
LR.A. fifty years ago.

And finally, does the emphasis
placed by the Irish Times and Co.
on the fact that Judge Conaghan
was a Catholic indicate that des-
pite all their liberal inclinations
their outlook is a basically sectar-
ian one. Or does it not indicate
that despite all their condem-
nations of sectarianism, it is a
permissible weapon when used
against Republicans. The religious
beliefs of either of the two men
did not enter into the LR.A.s
action — the only reason and the
only justification by the LR.A. of
the shootings was the political
role of both men in the British
murder machine. So who are the
sectarians now?
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DURING the immediate months following our en
into the E.E.C., agriculture in the sou'lh never see;ned
to have it so good. Yet the warning signs of an

impending crisi

crisis in the Irish cattle industry is
pri?u:ﬂgr?e;:sk for the small farmers but it is on;
which must eventually effect almost all sections o
the population. It is estimated that the blunders in
the cattle industry of lhf past five years will cost the
country some £400 millions. Su,:h ahloss must have
repercussion throughout the cnt_lre lr!sh economy —
producers not directly involved in agriculture will be
effected by higher costs and l'ess emp[oyment, the
consumer will have to pay higher prices and the
public at large will suffer an even higher level of
taxation than currently exists.

INCREASED OUTPUT

The crisis can be explained by the great increases in the i
) output of young cattl thi
country during the past few years. Cattle numbers increased mgre dur)ilng tﬁe p:nsle é!e]car:il:
than during the preceding century cow numbers, which remained virtually h d for

i ks
s were very visible. In recent wee f
rst but yet neither the real nature o
:lh‘ee 2:i:§lz:v:;:‘:l1wsura which must be taken if fu:
disaster is to be averted are ap;_)rccmted by the Iris
people — be they inyolved in agriculture or not.

FACE R

abundent supply at prices lower than at any time during the past decade.

Between 1972 and 1974 the banks doubled their profits from £20 millions to £40
millions and the main factor in enabling them to do this was the increase in farm
ind_cb.lcdncss to the banks from £123 millions to £230 millions in the same period. Taken

140 years prior to 1960 have since almost doubled. But these increases in cattle output have

not been matched by a similar increase in cither expor

BUT NO OUTLET

In practise, having been greatly encouraged to expand cattle output, small farmers are
now finding that t! cannot sell their increased numbers of young cattle even at prices
much less than half of last year's level. There is every likelihood that hundreds of thousands
of young cattle belonging to small farmers will starve to death during the coming winter.
Large farmers, on the other hand, are profiting from this situation. Whereas in 1973, a large
farmer bought animals per 10 cwt. for £100 from a small producer, fattened it and then sold

it for £179, this year he can purchase at as little as £27 per 10 cwt. and sell at £157 (C.V.F.

statistics) — which obviously represents a much greater profit margin.

The plight of the small farmers_is_made much graver by the great increase in theis

Ily, such loans may seem beneficial but in economic terms, the law of the
composition of error means that what is good for the individual farmer can be bad for the
agricultural community as a whole. The Central Bank of keland was guilty of gross
negligence in its function as the national economic watchdog in failing to intervene once this
trend became visible. The commercial banks and the A.C.C. abused their power in granting
credit to the extent they did without taking into ideration the inevitabl quenc

of increased cattle output in the context of E.E.C. and Leinster House agricultural policies.

GOVERNMENT RESPONSIBILITY

The Department of Finance must be taken to task for its failure to perceive obvious
consequences of an annual 6% increase in cattle numbers, while the underlying capacity to
carry cattle was i ing at 1% or less Ily. It must also be blamed for not intervening
when the Central Bank did not fulfill its responsibility of requiring the commercial banks,
the A.C.C. and the hire purchase companies to use their credit creating powers in a way
consistent with the welfare of not only the agricultural community but the Irish people asa
whole.

Another 26 county government department bears even more of the responsibility for the
present crisis — the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries. This Department ha;
i | 1 d policies which have been highly inimical to the interests of the smal

indebtedness to banks. the A.C.C. and hire g{xr?:hasc mpanies, which they were d

iHics aime e praeT o T R G 00k bt Ve e Fract b e
insolvent. And in overall terms, the excessively rapid increase in stock numbers was at first
sustained by using up various fodder reserves. These have now been exhausted and the cattle
industry faces the coming winter with 7% million cattle but fodder supplies adequate for
only 5 million head.

That such a situation could evolve seems incredible in what is supposed to be an era of
advanced economic planning. But is the present crisis the result of incptitude or was it
deliberately allowed to happen? To find the answer to this, we must fifst examine the
precise factors involved in the crisis and discover where the responsibility lies. Only then can
we attempt an evaluation of the behaviour of those involved.

WHO’S TO BLAME

The LF.A. and [.C.M.S.A. are today raising a lot of dust and making a lot of noise about
the crisis. And yet, primary responsibility for the present disaster rests on these two main
farming organisations and on the banking system. Agricultural developments since 1968 have
been largely dictated by such men as T.J. Maher who solely represent the interests of the
large farmers. The E.E.C. beef intervention scheme has guaranteed high prices for the fat
cattle which large farmers produce. The expansion of young cattle supplies six times more
rapidly than the demand for these has provided the large farmer buyers of these with an

24 . i isi
farmer producers of young cattle. Despite. the clear lesson of the 19061'07 Bat% PIOER
energetically pursued a policy ot mcrcasmELlﬁe numpers of young cattle produced while
depressing the demand for these. In 1972, 19,000 Irish cattle were exported per week
whereas for the week ending 17 August 1974, the figure was only 16,000. But while the
smafl farmer has to sell at huge losses, his larger counterpart is able to buy young cattle
cheap and sell at a massive profit level. Government policy would appear therefore to be
directed towards benefiting large farmers at the expense of the small farmers. Of course, Mr.
Clinton can hardly be said to represent the interests of the small farmers. His recent subsidy
scheme which on cattle slaughtered rises from £9 per head in August to £32 per head in
February — and which will cost Irish taxpayers £6 millions — is designed to encourage large
farmers to retain fat cattle through the winter. (Off farm sales of prime cattle for the first
seven months of 1974 were 68 per 1,000 head of cattle stocks compared to 89 per 1,000
head in the same period in 1972). In a situation where probably 30% of the national herd
will starve this winter a policy geared towards fattening a small number of animals as
opposed to starving the maximum number and of restricting instead of encouraging exports
is suicidal for the national cconomy but in the short term, at any rate, beneficial to the large
farmers — the backbone of Fine Gael.

THE E.E.C. FACTOR

The role of the E.E.C. itself in this crisis is difficult to evaluate. The disaster must be

The recent I.F.A.

protest in

Limerick — will

Maher again
succeed in using the small
farmers to achieve his own
ends?

At the National

Land League

] press conference

to mark the

publication of a report by Mr.

Raymond Crotty, on the

crisis facing the small cattle
roducer. From left: Mr.
ohn Commons

(vice-president, N.L.L.), Mr.

Dan  McCarthy (president

N.L.L.), Mr. Crotty, and Mr.

G. Coyle.
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attributed to the policies we have outlined rather than directly to our entry into the E.E.C.
On the other hand, E.E.C. membership facilitated such policies by providing Mr. Clinton and
Co. with an extra-national dimension with which to shrug off the responsibility. *My hands
are tied my Brussells”, said Mr. Clinton to the National Land League in 1973 when he
refused to take the steps they considered necessary to avert the crisis. But he was not being
completely honest. Under the terms of the Treaty of Rome, his hands were tied and still
are but so are the hands of every other agriculture minister. It has not prevented them doing
as they considered best for their own national economies. So once again, the Irish people
suffer because the Dublin government does as it is told — be it by Brussells or by London.

REMEDIES

In his new book “The Cattle Crisis and the Small Farmer” (published by the National
Land League, 30p) Raymond Crotty details the background to the present crisis d
courageously affixes the responsibility where it must lic. But Mr. Crotty — interested as he is
in people rather than in historical statistics — outlines the steps he considers must be taken

Lo retricve as much of the situation as we can and prevent it re-occurring. Basically, he calls
for an agricultural policy of storing rather than fattening cattle this winter and increased
=:ror;ls‘u He believes that the debts incurred by the small farmers to the banks may have been
I‘IV Uly countracted and were certainly morally wrong. From both economic legal and
MOoca, v!‘"":"’“z; he feeli that these should be slashed. From specifically the small farmer's
Ly rotty; d political withd from the large

farmers', organisations and a greater level,o‘;nlpvnlvcmenl in_public life and on state.or

semi-state bodies.

ACTION — NOT TALK

Mr. Crotty's book is well documented and deserves careful consideration not only by the
agricultural community but by our people as a whole. Economically, it can only be
described as excellent. Politically, however, one might feel that while Mr. Crotty points out
the governments failings and the benefits accruing to large farmers because of their policies,
he does not link the two and draw the logical conclusion that the Leinster House
government’s agricultural policies have always and deliberately benefited the large at the
expense of the small farmers. Neither does the National Land League (if one is to judge by
their recent press conference in Dublin to launch Mr. Crotty’s book) fully appreciate the real
danger of the small farmers being used once again by such as T.J. Maher to advance not
theirs but the latter’s economic interests. Unless the National Land League is prepared to
provide a viable leadership alternative to the LLF.A. and the L.CM.S.A. and to work with
such organisations as Sinn Féin, who like the N.L.L. opposed our E.E.C. entry and has as its
primary concern in agricultural policy, the improvement of the lot of the small farmer. it
will not win the support of the small farmers. And only as militant a policy as that of the
large farmers, will force the government to act in the interests of the smaller producers.

by GERRY O’DANACHAIR \

OUR

ATTITUDE

An

Phoblacht

REFUBLIC. Official Ovgen of she Repeblican Movement




Leathanach 6.

AN PHOBLACHT, MEAN FOMHAIR 27, 1974.

1 SEE that the Irish Civil Rights Association
of Britain is putting up 13 to 20 candidates
in the British general election. It seems that
all of them will be standing in England
there has been no mention of any plans for
Wales or Scotland. %

The main election policy of ICRA
consists of three points:

(1)The relcase of all internces and a general
amnesty for political prisoncrs. f
(2)A commitment from Britain"to the idea

of a United Ireland. o
(3)A phased withdrawal of all British troops

from Ireland.

These three points are a dircct appeal to
the Irish voter in England. But Mr. Jim
Curran, chairman of ICRA, says that they
expect “‘sympathy and support l'lrum. other
immigrant groups”. Moreover, “in view ol
the fact that our policies, if adopted, would
save the British taxpayer £700 million a
year, we expect support from the electorate
in general™.

Apart from advocating their three main
aims, and pushing that supporting argument
about the £700 million candidates
will be campaigning on “‘local issues™, which,
in some instances. will certainly include
matters affecting other immigrants.

I don’t know precisely how that figure of
£700 million was arrived at. but it does
indicate  that ICRA have ruled out in
advance any lrish settlement based on a
continuing British subsidy to Ulsler or to
patt of Ulster. So be it. I merely notc the
Fact

I am totally opposed to the idea now
prevalent in Dublin’s ruling circles that *“the
Irish mustn’t throw their weight around™. |
think the Irish must throw their weight
around in Ireland. America, Western Europe,
VAT D WIS 1 Ue WOTIU. '

That space is a sclf-determining Ireland
contiolling its interdependent relationships
with the political and cconomic powers
around . The first step in this direction is
anlreland  liberated  from  the political,
cconomic  and  mental  domination  of
London.

Obviously, the Irish in England, Scotland
md Wales can help (o achieve this by
organising (hemselves into a political force
and by using that force to break London’s
domination of Ircland. And this is precisely
what [CRA is setting out to do.

Iow can it best be done? Let me put the
following considerations to ICRA and to all
those Irish - in Britain-who want to break
London’s domination of Ireland.

An Irish political movement in Britain
cun best succeed in achieving this aim by
doing two things: (1) by winning large
support from the non-lrish population of
Britain: (2) by dirccting its efforts (o
reducing the power of London in Britain.
Clearly. it can win some non-Irish support
by giving leadership to the coloured
immigrants on issues affecting them. But the
way o achicve really large non-Irish support,
while at the same time serving the cause of
Irish liberation most  effectively. is by
reinforcing, leading and helping to lead all
thosc forces in Scotland, Wales and England
which want to reduce the power of London.
In plain language. by allying itself with
Scottish and Welsh nationalism and by
leading English regionalism.

Ihe  tondon  government  has  recently
commitied ttsell 10 clected assemblics for Scotlund
and Wales and 1o the Lnghish regons. The way (o
strength und influence Tor the ish - political
movement n Britain. and the way in which it will

IRISH POLITICS
IN BRITAIN

best serve Ireland’s interests, is by pressing for the
maximum devolution of power from London to
these national and regional assemblies, and the
creation of a federal Britain,

This course of action would place the Irish
political movement right in the centre of Scattish,
Welsh and  English politics, and make large
scgments of the Scottish, Welsh and  English
populations into potential supporters. At the same
time, as it succeeded, it would help to disempower
London. thus rendering England less able, and
ately unable, to dominate Ireland.

When we say “London”, in the political sense,
we mean the political power, buttressed by
cconomic and mass media power, which has been
concentrated through the centuries in the London
region or the English Southeast. This is the power
which because of its size and the relative
weakness  of Ircland dominates  Ircland,
politically, cconomically and mentally.

Power is the capacity to influence the decisions
of others in a desired direction. Reduce that
capacity and you reduce both the power and (he
possible range of its domination.

If London’s power did not exist at all, Ireland
would not be dominated by it. There would be no
English troops or government in Ulster. Dublin
would not be politically subservient to London.
nor the lrish cconomy controlled by London
finance

Equally, if the power of London were
considerably fess than it is — if it were considerably
reduced Ircland would not be dominated by it

Of course. London’s capaaty to dommale
political and cconomic decisions in Ireland, and ity
capacity to bend Irish minds to its way of thinking.
could be reduced by a strengthening of Irish mind
and will and of the Irish cconomy, But this
strengthening would only go a certuin distance

towards reducing  London’s -domination; and
yhow this part of - Irish liberation can  be
omplished only by the Irish in Ireland.
We are talking about the other part. and

probably the decisive part, of Irish liberation: the
n Britain = 2 .-

Ihe power of London has not come about by
accident, nor has it been derived, for the most part,
from London itself and the English Southeast. The
preater part ol it has been taken, over the
centuries, from the other regions of England, from
Scotlund, Wales and Ireland

The principal instrument used in this transfer of
power to London was the English state, and this is
the principal force which holds all this power in
London now. So we can say (hat the power of
London is, in large part, the political impotence of
the other English regions, of Wales and Scotland.

Put political power back in those regions, and
n Scotland and Wales 1.¢. take from London and
put it there, and you render London unable to
dominate Ircland. s as simple as that

Am | saying that the best way for Irish
Republicans to serve Irish liberation in Britain is by
becoming Welsh and Scottish nationalists and
Lnglish regionalists? Yes. And | am saying that
this is the royal road to success and influence for
an Irish political movement in Britain.

I am not asking ICRA™S political strategists to
abandon or suppress the three basic aims which
they have stated. | am suggesting that (hey ask
themselves what broader political aims, added to
their programme, would cnable them to achieve
those three basic amms and 1o serve the cause of
Irish liberation in a continuing and progressive
manner

For a start. I think it would be well worth their
while to open the Kilbrandon Report at p 62 and
read what 1t says there and in the following pages
about English regionalism and (he Fnglish regions
And there are a ot of other things in this Report
worthy ol their attention

aght also glance at a lelter from a
regionalist in the “Cormsh Nation™ for
Mctheven 1974 (1 don’t know Cormishi, buf
Metheven just might mean Junc). And there is a
ook called *“Lederal England™ whose author |
't remember now, but m sure they could find
i

NOTEBOOK
By

Election witch hunt to
wreck Irish vote

ALREADY British Secret Sclv-cf ulgcul's are
preparing Lo discredit Irish C l)ll' RJgh:J
candidates who will contest mrwally hc h
Labour seats in the l'or'lhmmmg Bnh}s‘
General Election in a I:'ud to shnkc_ll e
indifference of pipe-sucking Harold Wilson
on the Irish question.

Dossiers on cach candidate are being duwn:r:j
The questions being asked of cmplnyc:’" 2
political and personal cnemics would do cr A
Watergate. Does he (The candidate) c:u dnn‘ /
excess? Has he had any recent affairs (Shades of
the scurrilous campaign against Parnell). Has he
been involved in organising strikes or other
industrial action? (Don’t mind that such activitics
arc Jegal and that Labour traditionally champions

ade ctics).
e e candidate ever shown himself 0. be
impecunious or in finans al straits? (Sumn_:nmcs
this is casy to answer “Yes™ in a dying English
cconomy whose cxperts frecly predict two million
unemployed by the end of 1975)

Tucked away in the questionnairc 15 the
inevitable. Has the candidate any association wnﬁh
people involved in the Northern Ircland troubles?
(Considering 60.000 have been uprooted from
Greater Belfast homes alone, and ncarly 2,000 are
in jail there or detained without trial, — quite apart

from the refugee problem in the South, its 170
and

those incarcerated  in
¢ heavy odds that the
nomany cases)

political  prisoners,
English prisons.
answer agam will b *

pesucking Harold Wilon™

1.C.RA. candidates in London are already
ware that some sott of witch-huntasaloot.But.a
DEIVIEE IS 1N TIE Mands o Mgh Tories  in or 6ut of
power, and Harold Wilson. having resigned himself
o this legalised  subversion  of  the  present
government, has at last decided to allow ity agents
to be used for his own political advantage.

To unbelicving voices in the art of political
graft. attention s drawn to the case of an
Anti-Partition  candidate in Lancashire in the
forties. He had no chance of taking the Labour
seat. but because he was highly respected by the
exiled frish commumity, political police were told
blacken his name.

The man was “trailed™ everywhere too and
from his Rochdale home. Police discovered he was.
4 teetotal  diabetic  with o
connections: o chelor devoied
parents.

sordid  sexual
to his aged

But two nights before nominations. olficially
closed, und after an exhaustingly long meeting with
faithful supporters, @ spy who had infiltrated the
group by offering cash help towards clection
literature, lured the unwitting candidate into a
public house for a *soft drink”. By arrangement, it
was drugged. ~

Alcohol was splashed around the face of the
semi-comatose candidate. he was ‘helped™ into a
dark  lane, where a  notorious freclance
photographer of pornography and a well-known
Manchester homosexual were waiting with plamn

BEHIND
THE

HEADLINES

le TRAOLACH

ain
¢ besieged Northerners that he has once ag;
ﬂ.ﬁ:w;fﬁ face of British military terror tactics.

ticeable
These have become all the more no
since a puzzled Merlyn Rees, faced by ‘nazll-::cf
between the Generals — Tories almost loed b
and revolting Loyalist workers, surrender e
junta that still favours a military solution
by industrial anarchy. 2
ilitary mutiny of high-rankers was in
unlh:r:imon as the Curragh officers’ 'cm,:‘r.(;:
1914 when the democratic decision 1o ‘Cnngr
Home Rule to Ireland by the British xlx":‘!n[mu,
was contemptuously opposcd by threats L,
and the mutineers won. :
Cosgrave and company desperately
clm:ln:: 1o ":gc outworn hope IEI a poﬂ‘clec:l?‘r;
British Government will keep at least one om“
promiscs, Wilson stuck the boot in by s;ly;:g;rn on
after the London talks, that Labour and 'nd 'mr“
wouldn't make Ireland an clection issue, an o
bi-partisan British policy on the north now exis
bhetween the two main parties. ;
“osgrave hadn’t a chance from the start, since it
[ ..(u n}{wn sccret that in the glow of the ':Jc:uo*:
and cordial atmosphere™ of the London ¢ b‘l L
was reminded of his privately expressed ambition
of lcading a Commonwealth party back into 7
Union in return for a ternitorial unity that -w‘l)x“lw
guarantec a British “freeway” through lll»‘j i
cconomy. Unlike Childers, Billy takes after dad.

MacThomais and
the journalists

K his
On Friday, Scptember 13, Cosgrave struc
ltest blow ” for an lreland _acquicscent to

and 0 :
Republicanism to_regal status within the sorely
sphintered Commonwealth.

Eamonn MacThomais, editor of An Phoblacht,
and others were arrested at this newspaper’s offices
in Parncll Square, Dublin. Ostensibly, he was

jcked up on a charge of membership of the
TRA. ‘ind  poscssion of “an incriminating
document”. He appears in court again on October
8. and no doubt further remands will kecp him out
oF the wav until the Westminster elections are over

MacThomais had planned an editorial cimpaign
to exposc British duplicity on clection promises to
the Northern Irish. As Eamonn told a prelimmary
hearing at Green Street: This was a frame-up
designed to prevent him going ahead with his
Journalistic pfans. It was an attack, said Ruairi O
Braduigh, President of Provisional Sinn Féin, not
on an organisation, but on journalism through a

weekly newspaper with a circulation of some
40,000. s iy

How did fellow journalists react? By a
coincidence, Eamonn’s application for membership
had been passed by the Dublin Branch of the
28,000 strong National Union of Journalists for
approval to Head Office and was raised again at the
Scptember meeting of the Branch, only hours after
his arrest.

Members from at least three Chapels were vocal
in favour of protection for Eamonn if it was
proved that his journalistic work was the cause of
his continement, or if by defending the N.UJ.
code of cthics which forbids the di: closure of story
sources to  the lice and courts (where
conlidentiality could be impaired) he was put in
legal danger.

It was pointed out that political ‘offences” are
1o barrier to membership of the N.U.J. which has
granted bencfits to a Rhodesian Journalist internee,
and fought against journalistic suppressions and
ﬁ"s“,l\ in places as far apart as Grecee and the

The upshot was that the Dublin Branch
was a i

clothes pohee o create “a ¢

i P 2
position

His apent and others received the photographs
next  day.  Despite  protests from  from  the
politically wise, pious supparters deserted in bulk
The candidate’s nomination was withdrawn, and
the seat went to Labour by default.

By a supreme irony. the victorious M.P. was
later 1o lobby on the side of homosexuality
between consenting adults. Before an interested
Insh  lawyer. none  other  than the
O'Mahony, could muster sufficicn;
the trame-up, the bewildered  and
candidate
drugs had endangered his ife  was ()
five years nprisonment for alleged sexual offences
n -public and, i memory serves me, he was
castigated by the judge for altempted assault on his
pensecutors,

sick

very
his diabetic reaction to the planted

Cosgrave surrenders
to terror team
That pre-clection juunt to London in which

Billy Cosgrave bleated his continuing faith in the
British administration of a power-sharing assembly,

would be funny except [or the tragic implications

on Eamonn’s case, and t
necessary, according to the evidence.
Friday, the 13th may yet 3
. o prove to have been
an unlucky day for the encmies of a free press.

*“takes after his dad™
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ORPHANED - BY

] HAVE read in a copy of the
Daily Mirror of July last that the
owers that be are ‘always as
humane as possible™. I would like
to know what their interpretati

position of having to give up
visiting time with our children
(two half hourly visits per week)
S0 n,ztkwc may interview

of “as humane as possible™ is
when eleven months after my
arrest and internment in Long
Kesh, representatives  of  these
same powers raided my home,
and arrested and - interned my
wife, leaving our seven children to
fend for themselves whatever way
they were able.

We are both held without
charge or trial — my wife in
Armagh gaol and myself in Long
Kesh. We have never been given
the opportunity of answering in
public  the allegations levelled
against us, nor were we permitted
to see the faces of those speaking
against us.

We now find ourselves in the

P s to care
for our home and children now
that we are not allowed to do so
ourselves.

Things  have recently been
made more difficult than ever. My
request for an interjail visit with
my wife was turned down on the
grounds that 1 was entitled to
only one visit every 13 weeks, and
that I had already visited her
while on parole. Also it can take a
letter up to twelve days to come
from Armagh to Long Kesh (or
what remains of a letter after the
censors in Armagh and Long Kesh
have finished with it).

So under these *humanc™
conditions how can my wife or |

REES

possibly make arrangements for
the care of our home and the
welfare of our seven children aged
between seven and sixteen years.
If Mr. Merlyn Reesand the British
government  believe  that  the
present treatment of my wife my
children and myself is “as humane
as possible™, then he is in direct
contradiction of all standards of
human decency including article 8
of the European Convention of
Human Rights which declares that
internment should not result in
the total disrupting of family life.

— Billy Kennedy.
Cage 6, Long Kesh Concentration
Camp.

FIRST OF ALL may I say thank
you for the support that has been
shown to myself and other
Republican prisoners throughout
the past months. I assure you that
* we do appreciate it.

For long enough [ have
remained silent but perhaps now 1
may be permitted to make clear
some of the situations with which
we have to cope.-The very fact of
‘my transfer to Hull does add
about another SO miles on to the

journey. for my visitors from

rewe Tthat my parents,

particular, my mother, is not able
again to make the very long
journey from Donegal. I have
petitioned the Home Secretary
for a transfer to a prison in Ulster,
but | have had no answer. | have
also asked my M.P. to look into

the matter (W. Wilson, Coventry

South). Unless this is considered
favourably I have no opportunity
of sceing any of my people, | have
no relatives in,this country.

While speaking of visits, the
conditions for these arc
deplorable this being the case also
at Wakefield where Roy Walsh
remains. Here Martin Brady and
myself have closely supervised
visits that permit no privacy cven
after our visitors rigourously
searched. All private conversation
is denicd.

Contrary to what may be

Any Comment

Cardinal Conway?

am only able to do so once or

that man displayed a pathological
=

Our picture shows members of Sinn Féin, protes

I+ ind Sinn_Féin,
BiGrd Phoibliocht na
Poblachta agus cinnirl
Ghlusiseacht na
Poblachta,
réitisi, a leagan
polasai oifigiGil
Gluarseachta

ina gowd
ios

Leis na hudair na
tuairimi a nochtaitear
sa phaipgar seo Siodh
siad 1 Witreacna, sna
cotGin nalta sintthe ne
n altanna eite, agus ni !
gconai a aontajonn na
forisitheorrs leo

g outside the offices of Acr Lingus in

Regent St., London, the day after An Phoblacht’s offices were raided.
They were protesting at the denial of free speach to Republicans, and in particular the
harassment of Eamonn Mac Thomais.

Leaflets were distributed recalling the universal outery against the vi
Alexander Solzhenitsyn and calling upon those same people to protest

imisation of
support of

Republicans who raise their voice against a similarly repressive system in the 26 as well as

the 6 Counties of Ircland.

twice a week, This.is.b ’
as to the condition under which I

which we receive aggravation

may colebrate Mass. Despite from the authorities who have
several requests from myselfl shown at times even
neither the local church or the provokatively their dislike for
A i B i have R prisoners.  Whether

taken any steps to remedy the
matter. I should be permitted to
say Mass cach day.

Since my transfer here, on two
separate occasions my outgoing
mail has been mixed up into
wrong cnvelopes and then sent to
the wrong people. Martin Brady
has had this happen on several
occasions. Despite this being a
maximum sccurity prison I am
denied the facilities of the sports
pitch supposedly for sccurity
reasons. Martin was deniced these
but now has them. The one bright
hope, is that I have been promised
the opportunity of being able to
pursuc some worthwhile
educational studics. These were

one does or does.not support the
Republican cause and the aims for
which we shall undauntingly
continue to strive yet | hope that
the Irish community in Britain
would all support us in our
demands to receive the same
privileges and  benefits as are
accorded to  other  prisoners.
There comes the time when every
Irishman and woman must decide
whether to support their own or
to join with those who oppress
our people in Ulster. Do not be
fooled again by the old British
trick of divide and conquer. As
Republican prisoners we demand
freedom and justice for our
people. Mcanwhile nothing will

FOLLOWING is an open letter
sent by me to Mr. Paddy Duffy.
S.D.L.P. Mid-Ulster.

A Chara, Mr. Duffy

Of all the surprising, startling
and disgusting news we have read
in a long time. your beliel that
England should retain six of our
counties and that she should own
them  henceforth, is  almost

incredible.

Mr. Duffy. you have no
respect for Tone, Emmet, Pearse
and the rest of our greatest, when
you say such traitorous things. We
don’t wonder too much though
as the SDLP. have been
questionable  for long.  Now
however. the cat is really out of
the bag and you show clearly
what you are traitors to our
country. Not only that. but you

scem never to have heard ol the
Seventh Commandment of God!

The S.D,LP. have shuttled
between  Beltast,  Dublin - and
Westminster secking cosy nests
for themselves, They won't settle
down yet. because now. Mr
Dully, you have blown open an
homet's nest

— Rev. P. Malone.
Clonbur P.O. Co. Galway

SEALAI SAOIRSE
on your correspondence

Send the message round the

SOp for a packet of 100.
By post 55p

SAOIRSE

world oS

enera eli el totally banned at Wakefield, break our spirits. 4 s i
f;:“’;,’;’m:’"('f{rfi ﬁ:;':,w“;"“"‘?; ,2:0,yd,"; i ,‘)cp':u e ok In four colours & three languages
right to say Mass, yet in practice | Governor for security reasons, but  Hull Prison, Sasana. From: Publicity Dept.. Sinn Féin, 2A
Lower Kevin St Dublin 8. L e
| WRITE A PRISONER A LETTER A WEEK Use SAOIRSE SEALS
YOU CRASH 'EM — WE FIX 'EM
RANELAGH MOTORS YVONNE
(From Dublin) For best quality and
UBLIN . 7 x value in trees,  shrubs,
11 PRICE'S PLACE, RANELAGH ROAD, D 6 S P R = fosss, hedie plants.
Phone 975915 N gardening  requirements,
Now at 112 Patrick St., Cork. woodlap l\t;nnm, . new
REPAIR ECIALIS native timber, Ring
BODY SP! TS Open Mon. — Sat. Tel: 22993 365898 Open Seven Days
ANY MAKE OF CAR SUPPLIED

MOTORS

Repairs to all makes of cars at
reasonable rates: Phone, 806819
after 7 p.m

Ar leas na hEireann
Ar leas na Gacilge
Ar leas na Poblachta
Ar do leas féin

(L gis 12 cagrin
£l - Se eagrin
Tuilleadh colas 6

Dhombhnall O Lubhlai,
250 Cuarbhothar
Theas, Baile Atha
Cliath. 8

Arna foilsiu ag Gluiseacht
na Poblachta.

SUPPORT THE PRISONERS
Send a subscription today to: An Cumann Cabhrach,
44 Cearnog Pharnell, Baile Atha Cliath, 1, EIRE.
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‘Around the Country’
Le Maire Ni Bhaoill

MUINTLOIR l¢
mhumeaan uair sa Geachtain,
Rang a cagru ag Dail Ceantair
Ath Cli Sinn Iéin. Gach
colas le fdil 6 Seian O Nualldin,
P.R.O. Diil Ceantair  Ath
Cliath, S Blessington St B.A.C.
1

Na Fianna Eireann
Raffle Result

Na Fianna Lircann
Co-ordination Committee.

Results of ralfle held in the

Imbankment Tallagh on

Wednesday  4th  Scptember

1974

It M. Jordan. licket No.
1928. 21, McAuley
Rd., Coolock, Dublin

nd. k. Ticket No.
1331. 83 Killala, Rd.,
Cabra West, Dublin

drd. Mrs. Mooic. ket No.
732. Conmbe Hospital,
Dublin 4

4th.  Peadar  1immons,
Ticket No. 872. 170,
North Rd.. Iinglas,
Dublin 7.

Prze Framed

M::S‘u raffle

Winners in a draw in aid of the
Mayo clection fund were Ist
Prize: George Kimaroff, Salthill,
Galway (harp), 2nd Prize: Michacl
Chambers, Westport, Mayo,
(plaque): May Cullen, “Winsor®,
Monkstown Avc., Dublin, (hand-
bag), Eamon Canavan, Rathduff,
Balla, Co. Mayo, (handkerchicf)
and Jim Cannon, Carrowbally,
Westport, Co. Muayo, (hand-
kerchief).

All the prizes were products of
the Republican prisoners  co-
operative enterprises in Portlaoise
prison

In the An Cumann Cabhrach
private members’ draw the first
prize of £10 went to Kenneth
Greene: the second prize went to
Joe Greene and the third prize
went (o Noelle de Baireid. The
next draw  will take place on
October 1

Lurgan commemoration

Ihe annual commemoration
ceremony at the grave of Staff
Captain  Thomas Harte, LR.A.
took place in St. Colman’s Cem-
ctery, Lurgan. Staff Captain Harte
was shot by a “I'rec” State firing
squad on September 6, 1940.

The colour party was provided
by uniformed mcmbers of Na
Fianna Lireann who marched
from the gates of the cemetery to
the Republican plot  where
wreaths were laid on behalf of
various branches ol the Repub-
lican Movement

Chairman at the graveside was
Mr. G. O'Toole (N.G.A.). The
N.G.A. werc also represented by
Mr. C. Lavery. Mr. T. Brady (Sinn
Fein) recited a decade of the
Rosary in Irish. The oration was

delivered by Mrs. Noreen
O’Hagan
The ceremony was organised
by the Thomas Harte Cumann in
conjunction with the National
Graves Association
Belfast

The Robert Emmett-Irancis
Liggett Sinn Fein Cumann, has
said in a statement that admiss-
ions by the British Labour govern-

ment that £225,000 had been
spent renovating 22 dwellings for
British government employees
and representatives in the North
was another example of the “do
nothing for the natives” attitude
of successive British governments.

“This recent example of the
pursuit of sclf-interest on the part
of the Bri serves to strengthen
the resolve of Republicans”. the
statement concluded

Coalisland

The John Haughey Sinn Fein
Cumann, Coalisland, in a state-
ment, congratulates the 19 men
who made the daring escape from
Portlacise Jail. “We send them
our congratulations and our supp-
ort,” the Cumann says.

The statement gocs on

“Republicans have once again
shown Mr. Cooncy and the rest of
his comrades that they shall not
be locked up because the Free
State Government jump and bow
to the English Government. It
should be known by the Dublin
Government that men like these
who have breached™ prison sec-
— e g Wosgrave,

Lynch, etc.)

Veteran’s death

The death has taken place of
Mrs. Annie Doyle (nee Jones) of
Sandyford. Mrs. Doyle served in
the Citizen Army under Countess
Markievicz and was a regular vis-
itor to the Republican prisoners
in Kilmainham in 1916 and after-
wards. Ske remained a staunch
Republican until her death and
had a fund of information and
stories on the Rising and its lead-
ers. Her death is regretted by
wide circle of friends and relatives
as well as by her Republican
colleagucs.

Well done, Birr

Congratulations for Michacl

BEATEN UP
IN COURT

At a district court hearing
before Justice O’hUadaigh last
week, three Republican prisoners
were beaten up by gardai when
they refused to cither recognise
the court or stand up in the dock
Sean Caswell, Patrick Shan-
ahan and Frank Dilworth face
various charges, including alleged
membership of an illegal organisa-
tion. They were all remanded in
custody for a week.

Mr. Caswell pointed out (o
Justice O hUadaigh that on their
revious court appearance, they
ad been told that the book of
evidence would be ready. When
O'’hUadaigh attempted to explain
this away, Mr. Caswell was heard
to remark — “alot of bull™.

At this, several gardai began
punching Mr. Caswell around the
head and neck and when friends
and sympathisers of his attempted
to come to his rescue they also
were assaulted. Mr. Caswell was
dragged from the dock into the

rison basements below and
O’hUadaigh quickly adjourned
the case

Ireland.

According to the state-
ment, issued on September
14 by the Irish Republican
Publicity Bureau:

““Mr. Cosgrave’s recent
visit to London was a humil-
iating and degrading exercise.
Not a single measure was
*“instead, Farold Wilson
obtained Cosgrave's agree-
ment to intensify the 26
county Government’s policy
of collaboration. Cooney and
Rees are to meet to work out
a programme whereby Gardai
who have been shot at,
abused and insulted by

British troops will work more
closely with the hated R.U.C.
In view of this the L.R.A.
wish to declare it’s attitude to
his new development.

“For the last five years the

Kennedy and John Carroll have
come from 14-year-old Brendan
O'Carroll of Birr. Michael got u
massive vote in the local govern
ment elections and was clected at
the top of the poll to the Birr
Urban Council. John Carrol* did
very well but did not succeed in
reaching the quota. Brendan con
gratulates him on his magnificent
clection campaign and  wishes
both good luck for the futurc.

Wexford protest

Ithe Padraig O Pearail Sinn
Iein Cumann held a token 12-
hour hunger strike in sympathy
with Paul Holmes, who is in Park-
hurst prison and who had been
refusing food in demand for
improved conditions.

A motion condemning the cal-
lous indifference of the British
Government towards Paul
Holmes, who has been insolitary
confinement since September of
last year, was passed at a meeting
ol the Cumann.

A statement issued after the
meeting said: “The memory of
the late Michael Gaughan springs
to mind once again in this inst-
ance. Michael was allowed to dic,
rather than be granted poli
status and be returned to prison
in Ireland. We must not allow the
name of Paul Holmes be added to
those of Terence McSwiney and
Michael Gaughan. Now is the time

“Ihe Irish Dimension™

to act, (omorrow may be too
late”.

This  Cumann
demonstrated th opposition to
the British government’s treat-
ment of Irish political prisoncrs
and their disgust at the callous
attitude of the Dublin povern-
ment to their plight by picketing
the home of An Tanaiste and
leader of the Labour Party. Mr.
Brendan Corish., continuously, for
seven weeks,

previously

Resign call

A resolution seeking the Dub-
lin governmen(’s resignation was
passed at a meeting of the County
Waterford  Committee ol Agri-
culture in Dungarvan, The reason
given was the government’s failure
to look after the interests of the
larming communily and 1o con-

North-South police co-operation?

COLLABORATION
MUST END!

IN A supplied statement, Oglaigh na hEireann have
warned that continued collaboration between the 26
County ‘‘security forces” and the forces of the Crown
will lead to serious consequences for the whole of

English  Government i_las
waged war on the Irish
people. We have resisted that
aggression by striking at the
servants of the Crown, be
they Military, Police or Judic-

iary.

“If the Dublin Govern-
ment persists in integrating
v Uciodcu  [OTCes O the
Crown, then the con-
sequences for the whole of
Ireland  will become very
grave.

“We call upon members of
the Southern Forces to refuse
point blank any call what-
soever to co-operate with the
enemies of the people.

“Stupid politicians have
very little regard for lives and
the welfare of those under
their charge. The time has
come for people who value
their own esteem to take a
stand against the treacherous
policy of well-heeled politic-
uns. It is in the interests of
the Garda and soldiers of the
Free State Army not to com-
mit themselves to be used as
cannon-fodder in serving the
maintenance of the English
cstablishment in Ireland...

LAST WEEK saw a new dim-
ension in Irish television. A
half-hour broadcast from
Ballymun and about Bally-
mun heralded the first exper-
iment in community tele-
vision in this country.

The programme was resear
ched, directed and presented by
the members of the Ballymun
Community council and a group
of residents, and portrayed in the
words of the Assistant Secretary
of the Council, Mrs. Mary Prend-
ergast: “What we have in Bally-
mun and what we want in Bally-
mun.”

During the programme, there
were discussions on the problems
of facilitis for youth and old

people.  There was _also Inish
Hineins v _the Comerford School
songs by the Holy Spi Choral

Society

Local control

Mrs. Prendergast, a mother of
five children, is a force behind the
community council. She was
approached, along with other
members of the Council to do the

d an

Ballymun shows

the way

reached that the Ballymun people
would take care of all aspects of

the programme themselves, incl-

uding technical direction.

Mrs. Prendergast has lived in
Ballymun for eight years. In bet-
ween working for the community
council, involving herself in local
politics and the Holy Spirit
Church building fund, she
manages to hold-down her job as
a telephonist.

The concept of community
television, involving as it must the
active participation of the local
people offers a practical example
of how Republican policy — the
whole aim of which-is to give
power back to the people and to
Evt wne  people Invoived in
decisionmaking etc. — if implem-
ented, would effect Irish life for
the better.

Sinn Fein refutes
allegations

an was.

Allegations that acts of vandal-

Fr. Livinius

His many friends in the
Republican Movement
have learned wi regret
that Fr. Livinius, 0.F.M., a
member of the Franciscan
Community, Chusch St.,
Dublia, is criti ill in a
Do = iy

Fr. Livinius is seffering
from cancer. He has been
informed by his doctors
that he has only a short
time to live.

ism and hoolig in the New
Ross area were being committed
by Sinn Fein were refuted by the
P.R.O. for the area, Mr. Robert
Ronan.

Mr. Ronan said it had been
brought back to them several
times that people were associa-
ting  Sinn Fein with vandalism. It
had also come to their notice that
people apprehended by the
Gardai had mentioned Sinn Fein.

“I would like to make it per-
fectly clear,” he said, “that no
person or persons have the
authority from Sinn Fein to com-
mit any acts of hooliganism or

HUNGER AND THIRST
STRIKERS' VICTORY

Eight Dublin men who had been remanded in cust.
Irom Dublin, who had been remanded to St. Patrick’s Training Sch
Lo Portlaoise prison after they had gone on hunger an

full political status.

They are: William McGuinn-
ess, Ceide Ainnin, Coolock; Peter
Conlon, Millwood Villas, Cool-
ock; Thomas Ilickey, St. Marg-

aret’s  Ave., Coolock; Joseph
Kelly, Bargy Road, Vast Wall;
Michacl Lennon, Clanranald

Road, Artane; Cormac Flynn, Kil-
lester Park, Artane. Patrick I'or-
restal,  Bnarficld  Road, Kil-
barrack; Kenneth  Keegan,
Bannow Road, Cabra West
Patrick  Despar, Holywell  Cres-
cent, Kilbarrack, who had been
remanded o Mountjoy; and
Martin Toner, Rathmore Park,
Rahieny: Cormac Flynn, Killester
Park, Artanc; and Declan Hickey,
Howth Road who had been rem-
anded to SL Patrick’s.

The 11 had been charged with
membenship of the LR.A. and
failing to give an account of their
movements.

Hours after they bogan rel-
using food and liguids the cight,

trol rising prices.

who had been  remanded 1o

Mountyoy, were transterred. The
three ~ youths, however, were
forced to continue their painful
protest for a further 24 hours
before their demands  were
aceeded to.

Al midnight on the second
day of their hunger and thirst
strike, the Prison Visiting Com-
mittee, apparently summoned by
the prison authorities, visited the

ody in Mountjoy, and three youths also

00l, Dublin were transferred

d thirst strike in demand for transfer and

arrived in Portlaoise at 3 am.

In an obvious attempt to
camoflage the prisoners’ victory
and to cloak the embarrassment
of the authorities, the 11 were
again remanded to Mountjoy and
St. Patrick’s at two subsequest
Court hearings. But in each case
were brought straight to Port-
laoise.

youths in their cells and requested
cach one in tumn to abandon the
strike. In cach case they were met
with a blank refusal.” Less than
two hours later, the youths were
informed that their demand for
transfer had been granted. They
were removed immediately and

Advertisement

NEW YORK couple would like 1o
adopt Six County Catholic girl
from one to four years old. Write:

Joseph M. Muldoon, 234
Martine Ave., White Plains, New
Yark, N.Y. US.A,

Arna fhoilsia ag An Phobticht, 44 Cournip Pharncll, I.AC., |

= Rath Cairn
TA aras pobail i thogddl i Rith
Caim - an chead chéim de scéim
¢chun tithe, monarchain agus dis
eanna eile a chur ar fail do mhuin-
tir na Gaeltacha seo
Beidh a lin cabhrach vathu.
A geurdeardh td?

Scriobh go:
Comharchumann
Rith Caim,
Rath Caim,
Ath Bui,

Co. ma Mi.




