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GREAT play is being made by the newspapers, radio and TV that, at last, the enemy
had admitted what we have been documenting here for months, that the SAS is operating
in the Six Counties. The admitted figure is inaccurate: there are 500 operating in
pseudo-gangs all over Ireland, north and south.

The media is unable or unwilling to dig
further perhaps for fear of enemy
evenge — or to follow up our-reports that the
26 Counties administration is on the brink of

~ Mkeing invnlved as deeply . as . the ' Drits

themselves, under the same cloak of secrecy.

We mentioned the new terror manual and
summarised some of its contents, showing
that the Kitson technique is now Dublin
Department of Defence policy. Twice we
challenged Donegan or Cosgrave to deny it:
there was absolute silence but various
reporters were warned off.

What are editors afraid of? The Official
Secrets Act?There is also the public interest
and the peoples pride themselves on being
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watchdogs of the public interest. Little by
little the rema‘ming shreds of democracy are
being cut away, not by Special Powers, but by
collaborating or timid editors. Censorship is
being imposed by stealth.

The only. way to fight creeping fascism is
to make a stand, to publish and to take the
matter to the highest courts, if necessary,
international ones.

How much more do we have to reveal
before the watchdogs bark and show their
teeth? Or have they been muzzled by bribes
(threats to withdraw state and semi-state
advertising, as Fianna Fiil tried to do against
the “Irish Farmer’s Journal™), by hints (John
Kelly), by secret telephone calls (Donegan,
Cooney), by D.O.D. chief of staff dinners
(“Irish Independent”)?

Army officers picked

Do we have to name the “Free” State
army officers picked for training in Hereford
under Kitson and his top thugs? Do we have
to disclose the complete plans to infiltrate and
disrupt the national organisations that show
any trace of militancy, including the trade
unions, fishermen’s associations, NATO,
ACRA, land leagues and the rest of it?

There is a limit to what any one newspaper
can do and this paper, under seccessive editors
(too of them were jailed), has been as

g as can be d, in service of
the truth and the democratic freedoms. But,
in general, we have been virtually a lone voice.

When newspapers do decide to take
belated action all too often the result is not
the carefully researched and factual report but
sensatjonalism, as was to be seen recently in
reports in both “The Irish Press” and the
“Sunday World” regarding the shoot-out
between the SAS and the RUC. !

According to both, an officer in Dglaigh
na hEireann set the “spiders fighting among
themselves,” an old tactic and, admittedly, a
tempting assumption. But we have been
unable to: confirm this report (and we have
made exhaustive enquiries among people most
likely to know and only too eager to help).

It would have made excellent propaganda
were it TRUE. We have been unable to
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confirm that it is, in fact, true. The truth, be
it sweet or bitter, is what a paper lives by,
especially a paper of ‘this nature. If we lose
our credibility we lose everything.

But it is true that the shoot-out is
worrying every RUC man in the Six Counties
and that it has'dealt a very severe blow to the
waning co-operation between military and
police.

It is true, also, that the Gardaiare even
more worried and have less inclination, now,
than ever to operate the Sunningdale
agreement on Garda co-operation. And they
were never very enthusiastic.

Real terrorism

Reporters could have got that information
readily enough, without much digging.
Perhaps it would not have been so sensational.
Perhaps it might have been awkward for the
newspaper proprietors. But it would have
been valuable to the public, in helping the
public to understand just what real terrorism,
professional, state-backed terrorism, really is.

But now. It was glossed over.

R.U.C. and Gardaf are not the only

uneasy people as a result of the shoot-out, "

wondering how soon it will be before they are
used to achieve some British political end in a
smearing operation —‘or some ' huge
blunder — for which they may have to play
with their lives.

For the options are wide open and every
public figure, be he businessman, politician,
prelate, must now fear for his very life, all the
more so if he has troubled to read the Kitson
terror books, or to have studied what the SAS
or kindred bodies did in Aden, Kenya or
elsewhere.

Nothing is barred to these units. The prime
objective of Britain —under whatever
government — is to break the resistance and
the easiest way to that end, as they see it, is to
end the people’s support. for the resistance by
discrediting the people’s army.

To achieve that everything is allowed,

. including assassination, torture, mutilation,

desecration, horror of every kind: our word
does not have to be taken for Kitson (like
Hitler before him) spells it out.

The French used this technique in Algeria.
The Portuguese are using it in their colonies.
The Americans used it in Vietnam and South
America. And the Brits have used it widely in
the Six Counties, to try to get Protestants and
Roman Catholics involved in a vicious civil
war (VFF and all that), or to try to incite the
Republican Movement into attacking the
N.L.F. il

Known to all

This is known, now, to the Ulster
Volunteer ‘Force, to the Ulster Defence
Association, to Paisley, Craig, Faulkner, Fitt,
Currie; to® trade union leaders and rank and
file; to the Dublin politicians; to church
leaders, north and south.

It is bad enough that this should have been
played down so much for ten years by the
media, It is bad enough that the shameless
foreign bully should have been allowed to get
away with it for so long. But it is much worse
when the Brits are blackmailing the Dublin
administration to take an active part in it by
training their own soldiers in this ruthless,
unscrupulous terror technique.

Go cil Ich.
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WHEN the “Irish Independent” 80es into the pulpit
to preach from its self-complacent heights about
peace, justice, charity, fairplay, Christianity,
democracy or any other cause which is worth talking
3 about, not excluding freedom of the press and
censorship, all we can produce is a sour smile, For the
history of that paper, and the history of very many of
those controlling it, gives the lie to such pretences,
S Even in the matter of freedom of the press and
censorship where, in its own material interests, a
pap ight be bly expected to take a
~stand, the “Irish Independent” fails obviously and
shamelessly, suppressing news reports, discriminating
notoriously in letters to the editor, publishing
statements from politicians and British army sources
without bothering to check for veracity or to get
other viewpoints,

When, however, that paper takes on the role of
prophet, the stage would seem to be set for farce if
one were to forget how, along with other media, it is
helping to debauch the public mind, to confuse, to
lower standards, in its headlong scramble for money
in the gutter.

On March 18, in an editorial titled “One per cent”,
the “Independent” prophet writes: *... who other
than the most limited in mentality could consciously
decide day after day to perpetrate violence for a
cause which is-utterly impossible to achieve".

True to form, one might say. True to the attitude

HOUNDED and harried, even by members of his own
party and government, Conor Cruise O’Brien revises
‘and explains his attitude to the Irish language. He
objects to it being used as a weapon.

When he says that a knowledge of Irish does not
necessarily make for a better Irishman, there are few
who would disagree. Have we not had Diarmuid na
nGall, Castlereagh, Mulcahy, de Blaghd, de Valera,

+ Lynch, Cosgrave, Corish, Ryan and many others to
prove his point?

Have we not a good example in Cruise O’Brien
himself, one who has a more than moderately good
knowledge of the language, past and present, of its
prose and poetry; and can he not speak it better than
many of his colleagues in Leinster House? It would
be difficult to sencounter, nevertheless, one more
devoted to England’s interests in Ireland, one more
ruthless against the cause of Ireland free.

Many of the men and women risking their lives
daily and nightly for Ireland have very little or no
knowledge of the language. It is only when jailed that
many of them get their first opportunity to learn it,
due to the national debauchery made possible by
partition. Few if any of them, however, will not be
glad to admit that they would be better Irishmen,
better integrated people, if they had a good
knowledge of Irish and were well educated in it and
through it. To pretend otherwise would be to go
against established psychological opinion.

A considerable part of the history of Ireland since
1169 is the history of the Irish people’s attempts to
retain their language amid disunity, defeat, famine,
genocide, bribery and all kinds of bullying, including
linguistic bullying. The Irish loved and valued their
language. They used it as a defence, a ghetto, a
weapon, as may be seen in centuries of Irish poetry;
and the tradition was strong even to 1798 — “Maidin
Luan Cincise”, “Sliabh na mBan” — and even locally,
much later, as may be heard in the songs of the
Ribbon men, in the poems of such as Raiftearai. _

IT IS not news that SAS personnel are operating in the
North. Three years ago THE IRISH PRESS reported their
presence; the report was officially denied. Since then, more
than once, we have reported and commented on SAS
activities — jally in with i g in
depth procedures, the notorious Four Square Laundry case,
and the pattern of sectarian assassinations and other
intercommunal provocations. Each time the reports have
been denied or ignored by British miliary authorities.

Now, belatedly, a British army spokesman in Lisbum has
confirmed that SAS men, and SAS-trained men, are on active
service in the North. The spokesman is reported to have
compared the seconding of men to the SAS with scndu!g men
on training to fly helicopters or acquire other equivalent
skills. Whom does he think he’s fooling?

The SAS is a specialised “‘counter i L T
agency. Its members serve in many loles:_as intelligence
agents, interrogation and infiltration experts,
counter-terrorists specialists (whose activities are carefully
undefined), agents provocateur, and plain Killers. It is
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taken in 1913, in 1916, in 1921 and so often since.
True to its traditional j or misund di
of Irish history or the history of subject peoples
anywhere.

3 It is useless, it would appear, to ask the men of
vplence of the “Irish Independent” to cease to do
violence to words: violence means “excessive force”.
The liberation forces in Ireland never could be
accused of using excessive force against the enemy:
they have never used sufficient or the job would have
been completed long ago,

What it is intended to convey, apparently, is
“physical force”; and what the editorial writer is
trying to say is that the force being used by the
liberation forces, or any additional force they are
likely to employ, will not succeed in a victory for the
cause: the freedom of the Irish people.

We reported about two years go a British army
expert saying that, at that stage, Oglaigh na hEireann
could not be beaten militarily. This has long been
accepted by the British. The hope is that the
liberation movement may be beaten by political

The Irish weapon

Cruise O’Brien must be as well aware of this as we
are. He must be just as well aware that, from the
carliest days of the invaders, first Norman French,
then English, were used as weapons to defeat the
Irish, to destroy their self-confidence, their feeling of
separate identity.

He cannot be unaware, as an historian, of the
words of Sir William Parsons, Master of the Court of
Wards, designed to kidnap young Irishmen of leading
families and turn them into compliant Englishmen:
“We must change their course of government,
apparel, manner of holding land, language and habit
of life. It will otherwise be impossible to set up in
them obedience to''the laws and to the English
Empire”’.

Decade after decade, century after century, we can
see the same linguistic policy-— cultural genocide —
being pursued relentlessly, ruthlessly, by the enemy;
and we can see it reflected in the works of Irish poets
when they speak of the inroads of the enemy’s
langauge.

If, today, we have many people in Ireland speaking
and understanding only one language, a variety of
English, and who are unaware of the importance of
Irish, who are apathetic to the restoration of the
language or even hostile to that aim, it is mainly
because the Parsons technique succeeded, that they
haye been anglicised gradually over the centuries,
brainwashed into !hi.niing that the Irish cthos is
doomed, that we cannot be ourselves, that we must
become absorbed td a greater or.lesser extent, into
being something other than proudly, consciously,
confidently, independentally ourselves: Irish.

Hence, to a great extent, that sharp brake on Irish
progress on all fronts, the inferiority compex (or the
other side of the coin, as expressed in the arrogance
and snobbery of such as Conor Cruise Q’Brien, who
should be pitied rather than hated).

Not that Conor Cruise O’Brien cannot or will not
use language as a weapon, to confuse the Irish people,

Dirty Tricks Brigade

pointless sending men to train in such skills, then put them
into a situation as explosive, volatile and violent as the North
and not expect them to react as they have been taught, The
SAS in the present as in the past (in Aden and Cyprus), are
sent where there is trouble; part of their technique and
training is to stir up more trouble.

Their presence in the North today is a surc sign that
current military strategy is conducted in that twilight zonc
where security operations and political objectives arc
deliberately not distinguished. It is a strategic arca analysed
in cold-bloodedly ruthless terms by Brigadier Frank Kitson,
whose devotion to and intensive low profile posturc was
permitted to move from text book logic to the streets of
Belfast during his two years as military commander there.
The use of a commando group of this kind is necessarily an
aggravation between the occupying forces and all segments of
the civilian population,

It is possible to specualtc on the motives for admitting
officialy to SAS involvement. It may represent some fear
among the British military men that the Labour Government
will not permit the same latitude in discriminating between

Uimhir 13.
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means, Hence Sunningdale and all the rest. ﬁ

The Irish options are far more open. Obviously, a
combination of political and military means can force
the enemy to withdraw. Britain can only worsen '.'"
situation and speed the day ofwilh'driwzl by putting
in the boot against people in working clzn areas, be
they Catholic or Protestant, because this is the only
class that will fight. The political solution has failed
because this class is solidly united against
Sunningdale.

‘Meanwhile, the Irish military campaign becomes
more destructive of the enemy and of propeny. for
which the enemy must pay by digging deep into
capital assets at a time of grave economic crisis at
home. As more and more soldiers are killed, maimed
in body or mind or both, the demand grows at home
to end this colonial war, to get out and let the Irish
settle their own affairs.

The only dangers for the Irish would be a loss of
nerve; a leadership crisis; a diversion of supplies,
energy and personnel into a cul-de-sac; some
momentary confusion clouding the main issue, which
is to force the enemy to withdraw by wearing him,
and his dupes, down in every possible way.

Neutral observers agree that this aim is being
pursued with an iron will and that it is succeeding.
Yet, against all the facts, the “Irish Independent™
continues to whistle the song of despair.

Whistling in the dark?

to weaken their will to resistance, to demoralise them
and besmirch their heroic leaders, past and present,
and the cause they have served and continue to serve
s0 selflessly.

Cruise O’Brien does not so use English as a weapon
for the love of the language or because of a love for
humanity but because he is paid well to do so, as a
propaganda minister in a puppet administration, as
well as by his British masters, through the Observer
Foreign News Servce and his books and plays.

It is right and just and wise that Conor should use
the weapons of his English words and phrases against
the Irish people; it is wrong, unjust and unwise for
the mere subject Irish to assert themselves and their
culture and to use the spearhead of that culture, the
Irish langudge, against the enemy and the traitors at
home who support that enemy. But Conor does
realise that, traditionally, the Irish language has been
a rallying point against regression and against the
national enemy, so he turns viciously against'it and
those who work to make it supreme once again in the
land of its birth.

The same mentality may be observed in those who
applaud the right of Spaniards, Basques, Catalans,
Cubans or Chileans to revolt against tyranny but deny
that right to the Irish. In those who acclaimed the
right of Britain to bomb her way out of domination
by the Third Reich but pretend shock that the Irish
should use bombs (though with far greater mercy: the
bomb warning must be virtually unique in history). In
those leaders of church and state who have never
condemned the saturation bombing of Dresden, or
the horror of Hiroshima, but wring their hands in
horror when a soldier or policeman is blown to pieces
by a bomb planted by a soldier of the Irish resistance.

The Irish language is Ireland’s greatest weapon and
Irishmen can be' proud to use it as a weapon. As
Miirtin O Cadhain pointed out, “is { athghabhdil na
Gacilge athghabhdil na hfireann agus is i athghabhiil
na hEireann athghabh4il na Gaeilge”. 7

2% !

i ignored and violence. It
may be an effort to embarrass new political leaders both in
London and Belfast.

But, whatever the motives, there can be no doubt about
the  responsibility of the Irish Government. It must
immediately demand the removal of this group of licensed
killers and ensure that any undertaking to that effect given in
Whitchall is carried out in the North, The dirty tricks brigade

should never have been permitted int 3
cannot be tolerated. i T T

The Government has a responsibility to the Lrish le —
and, more _pyrticululy. to people ol‘yu\e two ;idap:gg the
Northemn divide — to ensure that the SAS and their methods
are no longer deployed to stimulate, amplify and add to the
violence that has claimed too many victims. The Government
might also become more realistic towards and critical of
continuing official British Protestations of clean hands in the
North. After the revelation, condemnations of the men of
violc_ncc that ignore the role of British army personnel must
be dismissed as naively and dangerously simplis

tic.
~ Reproduced from *The Irish m:rJ
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A time
to make
a stand

CANON Diarmaid Mac

Tomhar s respected

throughout his parish and farther afield and his letter

this paper last
i+ onderstood.

In fact, it will be wel

week is unlikely

to - be

d because he indi

some

sympathy forand understanding of the freedom struggle and of
the men and women engaged in it. Also, he raises other issues
about which so many churchmen and Catholic laymen and

women have been
cliche-mongering.

SO

silent,

when not engaged in

Conall 6 Cearnaigh, who started the controversy in this
paper, and who has been so strangely silent since, is entitled to
express a viewpoint as a member of the Republican Movement,
or as a sympathiser, for the Movemenl is non-sectarian.

Perhaps we will hear from him before the controve sy ends.

Meanwhile, it needs to be stated, I believe, that the

ire Nua

for \yhich SO many of us are working must necessarily not be
dominated, in its laws and constitution, by the doctrines and

morals of individual churches, or by the beliefs and morals of

those who subscribe to no church.
It appears. to me that a non-sectarian state cannot legislate

for i

and that cont

ption and divorce,

toa consndeuble cxlem, are matters for the individual conscience. But
to what extent? The question needs to be thrashed out.

Abortion issue

It appears, also, that a
/consensus regarding public
morality would have to be arrived
at in cach federal area as well as
one for the entire state.

One thinks immediately of
such things as the availability of
contraceptive devices as well as
the type of devices permitted;
agreement on legitimate grounds
for divorce; divorce machinery,
etc.

1 would hope that abortion
would not be allowed in any
federal area as, to me, abortion is
the murder of the most
defenceless, the child in the
womb, and cannot be justified.

If this view were accepted —
and it would appear that the
demand for abortion at present
comes from a very tiny minority
— some contraceptive devices
would have to be banned.

Discussion of such matters
hould be taking place among
Republicans in general but
particularly among members of
Sinn I'éin cumainn and members

the [;mvmcm combhairl{ and
ve should be hearing about them.
kxpert evidence should be made

ilable.

OPEN
LETTER

TO A
CANON

It was London on St.
Patrick’s Day but the marchers
were Welsh and tramped to a
sing-song sit- hall,
stopping traffic. They were
demonstrating in favour of their
language. When will the Irish do
likewise?

How, exactly, do they sec this
“heritage” in danger in a state
which will not be dominated by
any kind of churchmen?

No comments

Jack Lynch, when in office in
Dublin, gave the impression, I
understand, that abortion might
be permitted in the type of united
(dependant, colonial) Ireland he
and olhcr Leinster House
politicians have in mind.

I witnessed a television (Late
Late Show) performance = of
Garret FitzGerald, who gave the
same impression. | was surprised
that no Church leader — or,

It is hardly realistic to be
sking people who join with us in
and
construction without spelling out

cire  Nua preparation

exactly what we have in mind.

And, while on that subject, it
is csscnual I believe, that we get
people to explam to us in detail
what exactly they mean when
they talk about the "prcservauon

of our Protestant heritage'".

indeed, layman — commented on
this.

1 w.xs disappointed that Icndus
had

there was little demand for
abortion. Today, the demand is
strong. Pcople were brainwashed

churchmen are entitled to
interfere and where they must
abstain.

But that instinct appears to
have become blurred in recent
years through the mind-moulding
of the consumer society riggers,

into it by the organisers and e
A ided by the aristocracy of the
undy mnuk:;ésiel;ror(hc sleszy) churches, operating obviously in
Dol
capitalism. e Eat :
Within 20 years Challenges ignored

L have little doubt but that, if
the fire Nua movement fails and
monopoly capitalism triumphs —
which, God forbid — abortion will
be Icg:nhscd in this country, north
and south, within another 20
years, for we wil become
powerless to think for oursclves
and will just drift along with the
rest of the drugged Western
socicty.

, It is good to sec Canon Mac
lomhair writing to this paper.
Nevertheless, he has left unsaid so
much - that needs to said,
particularly concerning the moral
right of people to use force to
gain their independence. He hints
that they are in the right but does
not come out -directly and
unambiguously in favour.

A maximum of clerical force
— even verbal violence — has
directed so strongly against the

of the
not commcnlcd Perhaps  the
silence was due to the fact that
most people in the Movement
believe that therc is no question
of permitting abortion in the new,
independent Ireland, and that no
sizeable body of opinion is
agitating for it.

However, in most European
and other states 20 years ago

“Murphy, you're on drugs duty, Smith, you're on,vice, Mulligan — you'll deal
with Nell McCafferty.”

—Reproduced from Garda Review"

and the
freedom struggle that, in justice,
and to try to prevent further
scandal of the faithful, dissenting
clerics are bound, | would suggest,
to speak out.

The truth, as I, a Catholic
layman, see i, is that whether or
not one takes up arms to attain a
legitimate objective is a matter for
individual conscience, that both
the use of physical and (or) moral
force can be justified. Military
action and the pacifist approach
both can be justitied monYl

Exiled priests

Very few pnes(s have
publicised this view. Some of
them have been exiled for so
doing. Others have been ordered, on
very dubious authority, to remain

*silent.

Force may be used to gain
freedom when other methods
have been tried and have failed:
war (or surrender) are the
extreme options in politics. The
only moral issue involved
thereafter is that the minimum
possible force be used. Violence,
an excess of force, is ruled out.

The word “violence”, , as has
been pointed out on occasions in
recent years, is used wrongly by
the authorities,
deliberately, pcmnps
ignorance, where “‘physical force”
was used SO years ago (and
similarly condemned by the same
class).

Somewhere along the line
morality, a legitimate area [for
church concem, ends, and politics
begins (without meaning to
suggest that politics should not be
guided by morality).

Fortunately, for many
encrations, lrish people have
cen able 1o sec just where

ublicans have challenged
chulcRmzn and establishment
politician to debate these issues.
But their challenges have been
ignored, with the minimum of
publicity, making it all the more
important for members of the
lower echelons of clergy to take a
stand, as their comrades are doing
in Euzkadi (Basque nation) today,

in many of the South American
states, and elsewhere.

Justice is involved;
many are at stak
survival of Christianity in Ireland
may depend on their speaking
out, cven at this late stage.

Will Canon Mac fomhair
elaborate on his very brief letter?

Will he answer the points
raised here?

Will he gather around him
other priests and ministers to tefl
the truth about the slm;qgl; of
freedom to the Irish people?

Will he stand up to the
political prelates and, if dealt with
in the traditional manner (made
much more difficult now as a
result of Vatican Two), he
take the case to Rome?

|

Prisoners’ hunger strike

WE have been refusing all
food since Monday 11/12/74
in protest.

n Monday February 11 a
cage representative went to one of
the Assistant Govemors, com-
plaining about the lack of cutlery,
plates and the bad of

He did not know of this be-
cause no food had been returned
to him as it should have been.

The cook agreed that the
situation was bad and that men
could not eat without the proper
facilities.

We were told lhll he would

directly

the cage.

No answer was given on the
question of conditions but we
were told that the authorities
were in the process of getting six
kits (each of which consist of one
knife, a fork and a spoon) per
week, per cage.

The first offer was refused
because we knew from past ex-
Ecriem:e that the items would not

e supplied every week.

In particular, complaints were
made about the lack of heaters
(of which there should' be four)
and chairs in the canteen hut.

The Assistant Govemor was
told also that, because of prox-
imity to the old kitchens, the cage
is a health hazard. It is infested
with rats, which we cannot
remedy and in which the auth-
orities refuse to believe.

In view of this, it was suj
ed that the cage be evacuat
closed.

We were to be told later that
plans were in the pipeline for the
redeyelopment of the lower camp,
i.c., internees’ cages.

Our final demand was that we
be granted an interview with the
prison - doctor, to which there
were no objections.

On the same day the doctor

est-
and

ant Truesdale. On me same dzle,

the Assistant Governor, on this

occasion, Mr. Moodie, was again
seen.

We repeated all our demands
but Mr. Moodie said that, as we
did not consider ourselves as crim-
inal ners, the doctor could
not visit the cage as he normally
would.

For the duration of the inter-
view he talked about the last
period of internment.

Obviously, he did not want to
talk of our problems, Since then
nothing has been done to meet
our demands and it seems that
nothing is likely to be done.

The facts stated above apply
only to Cage Two and they are
being publicised to let the people
know that, as time goes on, con-
ditions in the Camp get ‘'worse.

No political party, contrary to
what some of them say, have
attempted to have conditions im-
proved. Their talk of internment
and allied problems is therefore
obvnously pre-clection  propa-

—I’R.O Cage Two, Long Kesh
Concentration Cam, ‘ .
—Reproduced fmm “Andersons-
town News"™.

was told of our demands to which
he agreed, provided that he had
the Governor’s permission.

Our next contact with thel
authorities was on Thursday
14/2/74 when we met the doctor|
and repeated our demands. Alll
our questions were evaded and|
our mpmse.nuuve left with lhe
impression that the doctor had
been told to do this.

On Friday 15/2/74, a meeting
of the food committee (an inter-
nee from each cage and the camp
cook) was held. The cook was
informed that we had been refus-
ing all food since 11/2/74.

Objected to Union Jack

FOLLOWING an incident at Stra-
bane Technical College last month
when some students staged a pro-

lest against the flying of the -

Union Jack from the col flag
ﬁ:le, the question of showing the
all schools is in future to

be lefl to the hadmute:
This was the decision of the
Western Education and Library
Board.

the day of the Strabane
pm(sltaﬂuw-sl‘ly

mark the mﬁlo_n ulﬁun?m‘ﬁﬂz-

abeth to the
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TWO STRANDS

THERE are two strands running like a fine silken weave through Irish history since 1169; two strands that are
as visible to-day as ever they were; two strands that are in conflict with each other and mutually opposed.
Should one predominate the other must go down. At almost every stage since Strongbow and Henry landed
they have been there. They are those who will settle for a little to retain what they have, and those who

simply want their freedom with no strings attached.

At times, such as under
Eoghan Ruadh, they were
called the New Irish as against
the old Irish, or later, under
Grattan’s Parliament, the
Anglo-Irish and the native
Irish. One would, at times,
have settled for their ‘faith’,
and their ‘lands’, while the
native Irish, God be good to

them, simply wanted
freedom.
You may recognise them

today in the common strand that
unites the John Humes, the Conor
O'Bricns, the Liam Cosgraves to
Brian Faulkner and the Queen of
England’s  deputy in Ireland,
Francis Pym.

It is'a common strand that
commenced in Dublin in 1171,
when Henry 11 held Court at the
ancient “Thing-mote” at the top
of Suffolk Street where St.
Andrews Church now stands, and
reccived formal submission from
many of the princes of Ireland.

There is an echo of the Garden
of Paradise and the fate of
mankind after Adam sought the
zplrle in the way the chronicler
tells the story of Henry's festivity
of Christmas 1171.

“Many and most of the
princes of that land resorted and
made re?ail unto Dublin, to see
the King’s court; and when they
saw. the t abundance of
victuals, and the noble services, as
also the eating of cranes, which
they much loathed, being not

discusses the vital element

in the 800-year-old war

against the predacious

neighbour

Norman army; they hoped that
formal submission would ensure
i i eir

Paddy Devlin, anxious to hold his
seat, his job and his perks by
ission to English jurisdicti

Wars of the Roses, when the Pale
extended a bare 30 miles from
Dl:blln. and their failure to do
s0?

It may, of course, be ascribed
to one simple reason, Embroiled
as they were in bloody civil war,
at home, and the losing struggle
against France — it was the period
of Joan of Arc, of Orléans and of
Agincourt — England played for
time.

Nor should one forget that
English justice was as hollow in
1430 at Rouen as at Winchester in
recent times. Joan, found guilty
of witchcraft and heresy by a
bogus ecclesiastical Court was
burned by the Fnglish .ind her
ashes thrown ia tke Seire.

England, playing for time in
Ireland, was content with the

lands.

Yet, within six months of
receiving it from the O Mael
Seachlainn of Meath, Henry
bestowed his million fertile acres
upon Hugh De Lacy.

It was the beginning of the
exercise of the king’s dominion; it
was the beginning of formal
plantation.

It was totally at variance with
the Irish system where the land
belongs to the clan, and where
succession through the deirbhfine
does not necessarily pass to the
eldest son.

Church conforms

to note, 100,

before
they much

Hored

Henry's late
A of

and
marvelled thereat; but in the end
they being by - the - King's
commandment set down, did also
there eat and drink among them”.
A painting upon the ceiling of
St. Patrick’s Hall, Dublin Castle,
movingly depicts the submission
of the Irish chieftains to King
Henry 11.
These noblemen were
impressed by the skill of Henry's

It is i
“that although
Cl and

omb:
Syjm i individuals, are preparing to
hile, 5 dispose of those erals to
foreign interests for private gain
rather than in the interests of the
er(l) Irish people as a whole, and there
idhpris is reason to believe that it is

v collusion between an
o independent” judiciary and the
92 said vested interests, with advance
hot:ve. knowledge of this “‘sell-out”, that
ihlyiue: has led to those recent
P speculations referred to in
101 paragraph one, above.

) The neo-colonialist regime in
i Dublin is on record as stating that
% it is “helpless in this situation”.
'No assistance, therefore, may be
expected from that particular
uarter by the Irish people, hence
e reason for this intervention by
the Republican Movement. We are
/not prepared to stand idly by and
> witness barefaced robbery of Irish
wealth by an interested few.

g yn. You are, therefore,
,’Z,,“ respectfully requested to inform
indrl 1Y OUr government that this
Movement would welcome an

car: /i assurance that it does not, and
freds1 < 'will not, give any encouragement
‘bfro1 to  Canadian ~ citizens and
th, -« companies or assist them in any
ok .“way to en; in neo-colonialist
add) 1 policies in Ireland, and inform
bioyorl them that the interests of your
\nwd ‘country would best be served by a
policy of friendship and goodwill
towards the people on this island.
This should not be taken to
‘anadian expertise :sd

e

g 7o

ase oxls
sttt
c5} | nmean that

teeg knowledge

would not

welcomed by this  Movement,
indeed it would be welcomed,
provided that it is on the
understanding that a fair, honest
and just arrangement be arrived at
which would protect the interests
of the people of this island. In
this regard, and as a first priority,
the erection of an Irish smelter
plant would ensure that Irish
mineral-bearing ores would not be
exported to foreign smelting
plants for processing. The export
of these ores to foreign smelting
lants we see as the enriching of
oreign countries at the expense
of the Irish people, and such
exports by your nationals or
companies would be regarded by
this movement as an unfriendly
act towards the Irish people.

We exhort you to further
explain to your government and
petmlc that the mineral deposits
in this country are valued at some
£2,000,000,000, and nd,
being a relatively poor country,
could ill afford this enormous loss,
in return for £73,000,000 offered
by brigands and buccaneers.

High unemployment

Ireland has one of the highest
records for unemployment in the
world, a largely underpaid
working class, widespread poverty
among the old, the weak and the
infirm, not to mention thousands
of homeless people. Higher
education, too, is denied to

children of working-class parents
on the grounds of lack of finance.
A neo-fascist, neo-colonialist-style
“sovereign” government, in league
with the brigands and buccaneers,
})mfen to keep things that way
or personal gain. It is the feeling
of this Movement that were you
to assist in explaining this
situation to your govemment and
people, it would meet with
understanding and charity.

As you arc well aware, the
Irish Republican Army has no
quarrel with any nation or people
other than the British
government. Least of all has it a
quarrel with the government or
people of Canada. It is our earnest
wish that it will remain so. You,
yourself, have a part to play in
this, and we request your
understanding in attributing
intervention on our part as being
a worthy one, and solely in the
interests of the people of
Ireland, since no other body in
Ireland seems willing to act.

We should be grateful if this
letter were to be acknowledged in

Canterbury, Thomas Becket, was
dead less than a year, on orders of
the king, some Irish bishops
hastily convened a synod under
Giolla Crfost, Bishop of Lismore
and Papal Legate, ‘“‘reforming”
the Irish church and recognising
the king’s suzerainty.

Doubtless, this was egged
along by the post factum approval
of the invasion by Po
Alexander 111 (to “enlarge the
borders of the Church, set bounds
to the progress of wickedness,
reform evil manners, and plant
virtue™) as Henry expressed it to
the Pontiff, -who, in tum, no
doubt, was influenced by the
Brief or Bull — the existence of
which is disputed - ting
absolute ownership of Ireland to
Henry, and said to have been
issued in 1154 by his predecessor,
Adrian 1V, the Englishman
Nicholas

one need not be di

The income, the honours, the
chances, and the opportunities for
Gerry, for Garret and for Paddy
are almost as great as it was in
their day for Hugo, for De Cogan,
for Fitzstephan or De Courcey.

But these were rebels

Against these colonists ranged
the forces of the Old Irish; of
Finghin McCarthy, who killed in
battle John Fitzthomas near
Kenmare in 1261, thus
safeguarding that part of Munster;
of Godfrey O'Donnell who, in
1257, levelled the castle of Caol
Uisce, near Ballyshannon, and
bumt the town of Sligo; and
Brian O'Neill, shortly to die at the
battle of D ick

empty formula of
ip, of pting vows of
fealty and placing a viceroy

without an army in Dublir.

Into the speculation of Gael or
Norman, says the historian, the
dread forebodirg never entered
that a day would come when the
English, grown strong, would
ruthlessly destroy them both.

Tudor bully

That day carac when a Tudor
king, Henry VII, ascended in
1585 the throne of England; and
from that hour unti’ 1603, with
the passing of Elizabeth I, the
English Tudors never ceased to
squeeze submission from the
Irish.

Throughout that period the
old Irish, uhder Sedn, under O
D jil, under Aodh O Néill

We skip the intervening years
until 1315 when Edward Bruce
landed, on an invitation from the
Irish chiefs, upon the Antrim
coast with 6,000 men.

Old Irish were joined by many
of the new lIrish fighting the
colonists, represented mainly by
Edmund Butler, Fitzthomas, Earl
of Kildare, and the King’s deputy,
Roger Mortimer.

For the first time, Gaelic Irish
were joined in a confederacy to
opgos: Anglo-Irish and English,
and, although the attempt failed,
it marked a line of demarcation
that was to become more evident
down the centurics, between
those who sought freedom and
those who merely wished to hold
their possessions.

How else does one explain the
ease with which Irnsh and
Anglo-Irish could have

Be that as it may, it was an
evil turn for Ireland. De Lacy
proceeded to “‘set bounds to the
progress of wickedness” by
inviting Tigheamin O Ruairc toa
parley on the Hill of Ward, in the

t the weak hold of the
English upon Ireland in the 15th
century, during their disastrous

strove for freedom, while the new
. Irish, the Anglo-Irish nobility,
petitioned to hcic theic lands,
many of them changing religion
even, following the Reformation
Act of Supremacy in 1536, in
order to do so.

Thus a new compound was
injected into Irish affairs. To the
differences of blood and of
language was now added that of
religion as a means whereby a
foreign power held fealty over a
subject people.

The differences of objective
are best illustrated in the years
following the successful Rising of
1641. The old Irish, despised and
dispossessed, had appeared in the
night of October 22 and retaken
their lands,

They were led by Féilim O
Néill and later by Eoghan Rua.
They had but one objective —
total and absolute independence
from England.

Concluded next week

Coisde Cuimhneachain na Pobhlachta

ion C )

centre of his new duked
where he had the man slain, and
had his head despatched to his
sovereign Henry, now back in
Acquaitaine.

O Ruairc’s body was hoisted
to Dublin and hung feet upwards
for months upon the city’s walls,
the first, says the historian, of
those revolting exhibitions which
the capital was to witness,
generation after generation for
centuries,

The Hill of Ward massacre was
to be a facsimile, too, for many
later and similar parleys and
massacres, the Rath at
Mullaghmast, the cliffs of Rathlin,
Island Magee, Diin an Oir, the hill
slopes of Tara in '98, the sward of
Croke Park in '21, and the
pavements of Bogside in '72.

While Henry and his successors
continued to grant the lands of
the Irish people to their followers,

the lIrish papers by a bricf
statcment " that' it has ‘been | Many of these calonists grew to
. i be the “‘new Irish”, some to be
received a:ld transmitted to the S ETerh Fh a2 thalt 1 Bb
f;:zmgrlcmthc xepmscntztiv‘l’: l:hxl:c ", but most of them
i oi prepared to swear fealty if left in
case, this will  be . Sondanihalr
released to the world’s press no | pooociates

sooner than seven full days from
the date her¢on.

The letter is signed: P. O Néill,
Riinaf, LR.P.B.

If one sees in this a faint
comparison with the public
representative today, the Fitt, the
Fitzgerald, the Cooney or the

(R c

EASTER
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SUNDRY

SPEAKERS:

Day of National Commemoration

LILIES, WRAPPERS & POSTERS:
Apply: Joe Clarke, 33, O’'Donovan Rd. S.C.R. Dublin 8.

Tel. 753723

[ ion C

Apply: Runai: R i

2A Lr. Kevin St., Dublin 8. Tel. 781552
HONOUR IRELAND'’S DEAD
WEAR AN EASTER LILY
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Hugh Feeney
writes from
Gartree jail

3 5 ¥ pinions have been expressed in
your letter column dealing with the issue of force-feeding. As one who has
been and is being force-fed, I feel that s

hightlighted. ome other matters should be
1 can only speak for m:

instructions as regards m:

these instructions.
Force-feeding means being

- . held down, a clamp being forced into the mouth. Rather
than go into a detailed description of what goes on one only has to remember Marion
ceks ago when she was blindfolded, gagged and had her lip

Price’s experience of a few wi
split.

The other matters which
1 speak for myself but feel (]
experienced.

Refusing as I do to wear
prison -clothing, 1 am naked
except for a towel. One would
imagine that onc would be
allowed to wear a towel. Not so.
When 1 was scen by the prison
doctor to be wearing a towel he
dragged it from mc and gave
instructions that I was not to be
given one,

On being force fed I became
violently sick. Before feeding me
the doctor told me that he was
going to be as forceful as possible
when feeding me. He did use the
force which he threatened to use.
After being sick 1 was naturally
enough covered in vomit. 1|
requested a towel to clean this
from my body. This request was
refused and was forced to
remain still covered with this
mess.

I complained about this
treatment but nothing was done.

Howeyer when I was visited by

yself but as the Home Office has laid down
y treatment | feel that the others are also covered by

your readers seem to be unfamiliar with I describe, and here
hat the others may have and indeed have in all probability

{authoritics

persons from the political arena
things did improve insofar as 1
Wwas permitted to wear a towel or
a blanket. One would in the light
of what I'have said imagine that
being naked the possibility of
concealing anything on my person
would not exist. Not so.

In a security search 1 was
spread cagled over a bed naked
and my body was minutely
searched. Again complaints fell on
deafcars.

FFrom what | have experienced
and said it would appear than
under direct orders . from the
Home Office the prison
are defermined to
degrade and humiliate us.

The

have just

Ar leas na hEircann
Ar leas na Gacilge
Ar leas na Poblachta
Ar do leas féin

£2..
£1:.

Tuilleadh

- .. 12 cagrin
. Sé eagrin

Cuarbhothar  Theas,
Atha Cliath, 8

Arna foilsit ag Gludiseacht
na Poblachta.

DIL CHUIMINE

I nd{lchiumhne
Cholm agus Eugene
McGillen, Doire Cholm
Cille, murdered by the
British army Marta 14,
1972. R.LP.

do

did not all take place
in the one prison, but in various
ones since my conviction, hence
my belief that the instructions are
coming from the Home Office.

We were sentenced to life and
20 ycars imprisonment, When
senténce was being passed | do
not recall hearing that I was also
to be subjected to these forms of
degrading treatment.

To all those who have
demonstrated on our behalf their
abhorrence of the treatment we
are receiving I give my thanks and
ask you to continue until we are
returned.

— Hugh Feeney,
Gartree Prison, Leicester,
asana

APPEAL TO DOCTORS

BECAUSL of the widcly-held
belief in the integrity and honesty
of the medical profession, I feel
that no apology should be
mecessary, for in writing to them,
through your columns, in an
cffort to draw their attention to
the poor and deteriorating health
of the Price sisters and their
comrades. Are they aware that
force-feeding is being uscd on
them, and, worse still is being

ini: and

FACTORY STOCKS
All stocks suitable for factory
purposes: apply to Tony
O’Loughlin and Tommy Vaughan
(tel., Lisdoonvarna 1747).

MOTORS
Repairs to all.makes of cars at
reasonable rates: Phone, 806819
after 7 p.m.

sed, by
those who would decem to be
professional colleagues?

We call upon members of the
medical profession to voice their
condemnation of such activity by
members of their profession.

We feel that they can do this,
by writing to the B.M.A.,
expressing their abhorrence of
this torture. By doing so they

YVONNE

(From Dublin)
Ladies and Gents Hair Stylist
Now at 112 Patrick St., Cork.

Open Mon. — Sat. Tel: 22993

would be upholding the integrity
of their profession, and secondly,
they would be helping in no small
way, to alleviate unnecessary
suffering and distress.

— The Internees,
Cage Seven,
Long Kesh Concentration Camp

MARY KENNY

ONE is hardly surprised to learn
that Mary Kenny has not added
her voice to that of the other
prominent people demanding the
return of the Price sisters. Hugh
Feency and Gerald Kelly to
Ireland and for the cessation of
the barbaric practice of forced
feeding.

As Rosemary Sullivan so ably
points out Mary K., and all those

othe uds and trendics, ws
all right chanting *Ho, Ho. Ho Chi

The official policy
of the Republican
Movement is
in statements
Sinn  Fein,
Republican  Publicity
Bureau and the
leadership of

Republican Movement.

Views .expressed .
here, by letter writers,
by regular colum
and in other signed
contributions, are those
of the authors and not
necessarily those of the

Min! * (aludicrous spectacle in
the light of their silence and
inaction when the repression was
on their own soil) back in the
hazy, ldzy days of the
mid-"sixtics; but their
revolutionary zeal soon deserted
them when it came down to brass
tacks. A )

An crii ar an tdirme, mar a
deirtear i nGacilge.

Many people are as sick of
bloodshed and violence as Mary
Kenny claims to be but their
detestation of it extends to the
violence of fixing a wooden clamp
to the mouths of young girls and
pushing a rubber tube down their
throats to force-feed them, a
brutal performance which has
gone on for 110 days as | write.

And let us remember that the
hunger strikers did not kil or set
out to kill anybody, nor were

they charged with doing so, Mary *

Kenny has often and profitably
posed as a “‘revolutionary’ on the
media but there is nothing so
pathetic as Establishment people
try on the Che Guevara act,

The truth is, of course, that
Mary Kenny and her equals are
not scll-outs for they never
belicved enough in anything to be
accused of reneging on it later.

The great “liberals” of a few
years back, Conor Cruise O’Bricn
and the likes, deserve all the
contempt bestown on them, They
were nothing but phonics.

S — D. Mac A.,

Nortl Sasana,

EIRE INA CUIGE

LE blianta beaga anuas ti méadd
mér tagtha ar lion na ndaoine atd
imnfoch faoi thionchar an
chomhshamhlaithe ar shaol na
tire.

Is ¢ athscriobh na staire agus
dimheast na Gaeilge sna
hinstiGidi atd faoi threoir an Stait
a dhiisigh cuid againn. Is &
comhcheangal na n-instiGidi
cacnamafochta agus polaitidla
lena gcomhionann i Sasana, a
chuir cuid cile san airdeall.
Baineadh stad as.mérdn cile nuair
a chualadar faoi bheartais an Aire
Phoist agus Telegrafa i
Icathaithe na scirbhisi teilffse
asanacha don tir ar fad agus
faoin ionsaf a rinne sé i bPort
Ldirge ar stadas na Gacilge.
“Overbearing domineering and no
longer acceptable” a thug sé ar an
bpolasai Gailge a ligean 2.2 faoin
geéad d’am na teilfise le claracha
Gacilge!

Ta géarghd anois le bealai inar
1éidir  le  gndthdhaoine, idir
Ghacilgediri agus daoine nach
bhfuil mérin Gacilge acu, a
du

nnach a chur in idl agus cur i

gcoinne na bpolasaithe
comhshamlaithe.
Chuige seo td Conradh na

Gacilge ag eagri sraith cruinnithe

poibli i bpriomhchatharacha na
tite le linn na seachtain{ direach
Is i an

leith

ocht leis an ndisiantacht

Chiis na Teanga, cultdr na nGael
agus ‘chuile rud eile a bhaineas le
naisitintachy ar son Gloire Dé agus
onéra na hLireann.

Caithfimid a chur in idl don
domhan nach scoinini nd
sclibhaithe sinn a thuilleadh. Is
dfol _trua nach féidir linn a ré go
macénta go bhfuil Teachtai Dala
againn indr dtir féin gur Gaeil iad
no hé in ainm ach i geruth agus i
neart. Caithfear an scéal sco a
leigheas luath n6 mall!

Tar éis an méid sin a bheith
rdite agam ba mhaith liom moladh
speisialta a chur os coir Chonradh
na Gaeilge fograi clébhuailte a
chur in achan ait gur féidir é ag
cur in ial do gach aoinne go bhfuil
fiilte is fiche roimh cibé méid
Gacilge is féidir le haoinne a

labhairt. - y
2 Liam G Diabhlain,
Baile Atha Cliath, 3.

TEILIF(S B.B.C.

IS mor an Iéan liomsa agus le gach
Fior-Ghael beartachin an - Aire
Poist agus Telegraf, An Dr. Cris-O
Briain, go bhfuil sé ar intinn aige
an dara bealach teilifise le B.B.C.
1 a chaoladh anseo in Eirinn —
nuair ba choir do feidhm a bhaint
as le cultdr agus saol na hEireann
a chur chun cinn.

Td fhios againn le fada, go
bhfuil an iomad  clir iasachta &
TE cheana féin

fa0i Iithair ceist na telefise agus is
& seo an priomhdbhar a bheas faoi
chaibidil na saordnaigh a
bheas ag labhairt én 4rdan.
Reachtdilfear an chéad
chruinnid acu seo i Halla na
Supirse, Dé Domhnaigh 244 13
Marta, 2.30 p.m.
bheas ar an
ire ina Cuige
Beartias Ui Bhriain i

Athuair”: Be
Ieith na teilifise.

> — Maolsheachlainn O Caollai,

chl}lar{m Conradh na Ggeilge,

6 Srdid Fhearchair, Baile Atha
Cliath, 2.
BUILLE TUBAISTEACH

CA bhiuil dr dtriall maidir le
cultir agus Athbheo na Teanga?
An bhfuil muid indr geine le
teanga agus le cultir, nd an
sclibhaithe sinn  uile?  Tdim
beagnach cinnte go bhfuil gach
Gael ~ arbh Mid Gael a thabhairt
mar ainm air—ag cur na ceiste
céanna air féin inniu,

Is tubaisteach an buille tobann
sco atd beartaithe ag an Dochtiir
C..Co Briain chun bualadh ar
chliracha Gaeilge RTE, agus ar
athbhco na teanga mar an
geéanna, Anois an trith do na
Gucilgeoiri —~ muna raibh riamh
cheana acu — chun a thaispedint
g0 dircach glan soiléir nach bhfuil
siad sista géilleadh go ‘deo don
bhuille tobann -uafdsach seo, nd
do aon leathbhuille di shaghas
ach an oiread.

Is ¢ rud a chomhairlim né:
cruinnithe poiblf dé na
Gacilgeoirf, agus 1ad san a bhfuil
suim agus spcis da laghad acu i
geultiir dr geine, a reachtail ni hé
amhdin sa phrfomhchathair ach ar
fud na tire uilig. Caithfimid
seasamh go docht daingean ar son

ag
agus go bhfuil cuid acu ag truaill
an aosa Gig. Is soiléir anois go
bhfuil a dtoradh le feicedil ar an
droch-iompar ar na busanna
déanacha 1 mBaile Atha Cliath
agus in ditcannaibh eile.

Ar an taobh eile den scéal nf
chraoltar clir ar bith & Eirinn
thall i Sasana. Cad ¢ an fith go
bhfuilimidne ag striochadh i
gcdnai? R

Tugtar Telefis Eireann ar an
stdisiin. Bhoil, in ainm D¢, biodh
s¢ Eireannach. AR

= S. Ua hEigearta,
Oiledn Arda Neimhidh,
Co. Chorcai.

Dr. Daly, Bishop of Arda
and Clonmacnoise,
upon Irish freedom fighters to
lay down their arms and end
their warfare, i call
has been made by Dr. Daly to
the Crown forces who murder,

pillage and terrorise in their
attempt to keep Ireland British,
as illustrated by the gunman
in this picture from the North.

Republican

BALLAD SESSION
Every Friday 8 — 11
Top Ballad Groups
CENTRAL BAR
Aungier Street, B.K.C.

Please support
Cover charge: 30p

- CEIRNIN NUA

A new record, “Flight from
Mountjoy™ with “Billy Reed"” on
flip-side by the Freemen from
Belfast: 55p.

Written by a prisoner who was
in Mountjoy at the time: Sean
McGinley from Armagh. Profits
will go to Eire Nua.

GARDEN

For best quality and
value in trees, shrubs,
roses, hedge plants,
gardening requirements,
woodlap fencing, new
native timber, Ring:
365898. Open Seven Days.

-

*

books, musical
similar material.
*

VISIT A PRISONER

TA na cim( i bPrisun Phortlaoise ag glacadh le
cuairteanna athuair né td na hddardis tar éis
géilleadh doibh sa chuid is mé dé ngearéin.

For people in Baile Atha Cliath, a bus
leaves the office of this newspaper every
Saturday morning at 11.30, arriving back in
the capital at about 6 p.m.

Travel is free to all relatives of the
prisoners to whom a visit brings a joy difficult
to describe. It is essential to maintain their
morale, by visits, by gifts, by letters, papers,
instruments,

Don't let the political hostages down.
Bigi dilis. Bigi fial flaith

records and

daonna.
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Power-sharer

Currie hits

POWER-SHARING in the new Stormont has

become a sharing in eviction, in persecution,
in an attack on the working people, as is
illustrated by the first arrest of a Rent-and-
Rates striker earlier this month. The power-

sharer responsible is the' S.D.L.P. executive,

Austin Currie.

The S.D.L.P. claims that it cannot be held
responsible for internment, for tortures, for harassment by the Crown
forces; such powers are reserved to Westminister. >
The S.D.L.P. says it is not responsible for the trigger-happy, bullying

R.U.C., also controlled by

‘estminister and that it still sccks a

restructured R.U.C. despite Bitish promises to that force that no such
restructuring is contemplated (yet S.D.L.P. members have joined local

police committees).

But there can be no doubt about the responsibility of Austin Currnie

Rent

n the

and the joint responsibility of his party for spearheading the au‘zzl:]k on

the people’s
Strike.

Strikers have one non-violent remedy: to picket Currie wherever he

goes and to show the S.D.L.P. in
general what the working people
think of them.

Dustbin lids will need to be
ready again (o stop thesc attempts
to break the strike. And the
people should remember that the
new Stormont will fail if the
people stand solidly together: the
regime cannot arrest everyone in-
volved — the only hope can be to
break the strike pieccmcal and
thus undermine the people’s mor-
ale.

Promises under duress arc in-
valid and not binding.

Rev. Brendan Murphy, lect-
urer until recently in St. Mary's
Training College, Belfast, has been
exiled, for expressing his opinions
about the Brits, to be a curale in
Ballycastle, ‘‘the Siberia of th
Diocese of Down and Connor,’
according to the “‘Andersonstown
News,” by Dr. Philbin.

The prelate, it is pointed out,
recently in  Manchester con-
demned the treatment of Solzhen-
itzen, the Russian writer,

out

.’le Padraig.

Limerick Re-
publicans were-
out for the
cause, and

very effect-
ively, too, in
the parade, La

AGUS mé i nGaoth Dobhair
casadh Fiontan Mac Aoidh
Bhui orm, fear ar saineolai é i
gcirsai . forbartha agus
pleandla agus atd ag obair sa
cheantar sin le fada, bail 6
Dhia air.

Thug sé colas dom faoin gcaoi
a bhfuil Gaeltarra Lircann ag
obair in Ctadan mhuintir na
Gacltachta i dTir Chonaill.

I'¢ mar ata amhlaidh i ngach
contac a bhfuil Gacltacht bheo
inti, td& na hadarais dall ar
riachtanais mhuintir na
Gaceltachta nd, md tdid: colach
fthu, is richuma leo.

In ditcanna is amhlaidh atd na
boic mhora chomh nimhneath in
¢adan mhuintir na Gaceltachta go
mba mhaith lco constaic, bacan
agus driscdin chur i mbealach na
ndaoine, ar cagla go dtiocfadh
blath orthu, ar cagla go n-ardédh
mAintir niy Gaellachta a ccann

Gaeltarra in éadan plean

Ghaoth Dobhair

agus go déarfudh sf go bhfuil
cearta daonna, (reisin, aici féin
agus ag an nGacilge. Co. Mhaigh
6, mar shampla.

Ar ‘aon chaoi, ti pleandil
déanta ag an gComhairle Chontace
i dTir Chonaill maidir le *hionaid
fhdis", ditcachaf a Misfas, ach an
deis bheith acu, diteachai u ba
choir cuidii lco, chun go mbeidh
rith orthu,

Nil na ceantracha Gacltachta
san aircamh ach amhdin  faor
theideal na turasaiochti

Nior shasaigh sin  muintir
Ghaoth Débhair agus 6 tharla
saincolaf ina measc, agus a lcas gar
dd chrof, is amhladh a fuair
Iiontin an job, Rinnc sé go snoitc
¢ agus bhi"a thoradh le feicedil
taobh istigh den  doras in
Amharclann Ghaoth Déobhair.

, Shilfc go mbeadh Gaeltarra
Lircann biul, mis fior a deir na
boie mhora faol, gur ag obair ar
son leas na Gacltachta atd sé. Ach
i-gcoinne plean an fhorbartha sco
atd Gaeltarra, 1 deir Fiontdn liom.

Td cead ag muintir Ghaoth
Débhair ruball a chur lcis an scéal
sco, tri na’sonrai’ a nochtadh.
Agus ti cead ag Gaeltarra a chuid

By Special Correspondent

THE little yellow man
with a jack-knife: that is how
President Lyndon Johnson
once described the victor of
Dien Bien Phu, Vo Nguyen
Giap, considered one of the
century’s outstanding strat-
egists.

" Doubtless, after the Tet offen-
sive in 1968, which led to
Johnson's standing down from
reclection, he may have reversed
his opinion somewhat of Giap.

This remark is an indication of
how the Americans, as the French
had done before them, misunder-
stood and under-estimated Giap
and his strategy of protracted war
or, as he called it, the Peoplc’s
War. Vo Nguyen Giap was born
in a small village in Quang Binh
Province, 60 miles north of the
ancient capital of Hue. His father
was a farm-labourer, a nationalist,
and an organiser of political resist-
ance against the French,

As a tecnager, Giap already
was known to the French Surete
for his clandestine, anti-French
activities. He was sent to an ex-
clusive colle; in Hue and
emerged as a history teacher at a
school in Hanoi.

There he became more aware
of his country's history of resist-
ance to colonialism and imperal-

ism of various types down
through the years.
o

He also became aware of the
concept of the People's War, a
long drawn out struggle in which
all the people, not just the milit-
ary, are involved.

This strategy of protracted
war was based on a 13th century
handbook but Giap was to prove
that it was effective against
modern technology and modern
forms of combat,

1940, Giap crossed to
China after the French had
banned Viet Nam's Communist
Party, of which he was a member.
The next year, however, he re-
turned to Viet Nam with about
100 men armed with Chinese
guerrilla techniques.

During this period he outlined
the structure of his rapidly
expanding forces. This structure
has not been changed. His forces

FAMOUS GUERILLA LEADERS: 2

Giap: master _

strategist

werc made up as follows:- regular
troops, guerrillas and, lastly, self-
defence militia.

During this period he im-

proved his gucrrilla strategy, ex-

panded his army and improved its
equipment with the aid of the
American Office of Strategic
Services (forcrunner of the
C.L.A.), which air-dropped arms
and supplies to the Viet Minh.

In September, 1945, the coun-
try was free from foreign control
for the first time since the French
conquest. In August of that year
Ho Chi Minh formed a provisional
Viet Minh government in Hanoi
and proclaimed the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam.

Soon afterwards the French
retumned with the object of mak-
ing Vietnam scmi-autonomous
within a world-wide Union Franc-
aisc. However, after long and pro-
tracted negotiations with Ho Chi
{Jgr‘xh. the war began in earnest in

6.

Giap’s strategy was to wage
guerilla war for the first thrce
years while he built an army fora
counter-offensive. The French,
despite an army of 500,000, ncver
had enough manpower to combat
the ever-mobile gucrillas cffect-
ively.

In 1951, Giap, using convent-
jonal tactics, lost 20,000 troops in
the Battle for the .Red River
Delta.

In November, 1953, French
Paratroops dropped on Dien. Bicn
Phu, an isolated village with the
benefit of an airstrip deep in Viet
Minh territory.

The plan was to occupy Dien
Bien Phu and, using if as bait,

entice the Vict Minh to attuck
where the  French, with  their
superiority in fircpower, would
defcat them in a sct-picce battle,

The Viet Minh, with 10Smm
guns, occapied the heights around
the French fortications and, with
these, blasted the French strong-
points, the airfield and artillery
positions.

Giap's anti-aircraft gunners
kept the French aircraft at bay
while 28 Viet Minh battalions
attacked Dicn Bicn Phu.

After 55 days Dien Bien Phu
was overwhelmned with a loss of
13,000 French troops. French
rule in Indo-China was at an end.
Vietnam was partitioned but the
war contin

American “advisors™ came in
1961 to support the southern
puppet regime and soon there
were 500,000 U.S. troups cngaged
in combating the Viet Cong.

The war swayced back and
forth with the Vict Cong unable
to defcat its opponent decisjvely;
but ncither were the Americans
and their allics able to crush their
elusive foe. C

In 1968, however, during the
feast of Tet 36,000 Communist
soldiers attached nearly B0 targets
in South Victnam, catching the
Americans and South Victnamese
almost entircly by surprise.

Whilc Giap's offensive failed in
its military objective that of inst-
igating a general uprising in the
South nevertheless it succeeded in
other respecets. U.S. General West-
moreland was removed (rom com-

féin den scéal a chur faoindr
mbraid, leis.

Honour
for a
martyr

A LARGL and enthusiastic crowd
attended the George Plant
Commemmoration at Fethard,
Co. Tipperary, on Sunday last.

Among those present was a
sister of George Plant and the
veteran Republican, Joe Clarke.
Many of George's former
comrades were also there to pay
their respects.

Wreaths were laid on the grave
on behalf of Oglaigh na hEireann,
the National Graves Association
and the local George Plant
Cumann of Sinn Féin.

Many uniformed Gardai and
Special Branch were in attendance
and listened attentively to what
was being said, moving from the
grave only when the National
Anthem was being played by the
local pipe band.

Mrs.  Healy, Fethard, who
presided, paid tribute to George
Plant and thanked all who assisted
in making the commemmoration
such a success.

The oration was given by Sedn
Keenan.

Fear ceoil

i
SUL ma casadh Pidraig O
Maonaigh orm chuala mé muintir
na hdite — Gaoth Débhair aris — a
mholadh, mar cheoltoir, mar
mhdintcoir, mar dhuine a bhfuil
crof mér aige agus atd sona sista a
chuid saorama a’ roinnt leis na
pdistf, len iad a oilidint i geeol,
agus saor in aisce.

Té banna ceoil faoina chiram
aige atd ar fhcabhas. Agus aon
phiiste a bhfuil féith an cheoil
ann, gheobhaidh sé deis 6
Phadraigh, bail 6 Dhia air, chun
sin a thabhairt chun foirfe, no
chomh gar db sin agus is féidir ar
an saol sco.

Té Gacilge ag Pidraig, chomh
maith, agus Gaeilge chomh dlainn
céanna, ague ceol, ag a phaisti
f Chuala muid beirt diobh, a
infon ar an fhidil agus a mhac ar
an bpiob uilcann. Mér an sport é.

Fidléir atd i bPddraig, sa chuid
is md de, ach ti ar a chumas
daoinc a oiliuint sna hiir ile.
Agus bhi andreas ceoil againn
agus misc ar an mbaile beag seo,
1 ay chomh tapaidh sin, gach
oiche a chaitheas san dit.

Nach & an trua Mhuire ¢ nach
bhifuil daoine mar Phidraig ar fail
sna Gacltachtai uile? Agus daoine
cile chun na damhsai a theagasc
don aos og, chomh maith.

In fit amhdin i gConamara
bionn — n6 bhiodh go dti le
déanai —  fear ag 8

Ghaillimh chun ceol a mhiineadh
...ar phraghas. Agus gan mérin
thar smid Ghaeilge ina phluic aige
— tri Bhéarla is ca a mhiineann
se.

Go bhfios dom, nil éinne fos
ar fil do mhuintir Rath Caim a
dhéanfas an job seo, cé go bhfuil a

fhios agam gur iarr daoine ar
Chonradh na Gacilge agus ar
Chombhaltas Ceoltouri  Eireann

féachaint chuige sin.

Ar scith a chéile a mhaireann
teanga, ceol agus damhsai, agus an
cultur i geoitinn. Is amhlaidh a
neartaionn siad a chéile.

B'fhéidir, i ndeircadh thiar, go
bhféachfadh Gluaiscacht na
Poblachta faoin dualgas seo? Ta
tibhacht as cuimse mér ag baint
leis,

Is décha gurb ionann is snamh
in aghaidh casa bheith ag iarraidh
ar dhream éicint no ar dhaoine
amhranai ar an sean-nds a fhostd
chun na piisti a oiliint san calain
sco? NO an geaithfidh s¢ bds a
fhail? 0

Northern Aid

BALLAD SESSION
C;emlbyn (Stillorgan) Fri. March

FEATURING: The Liberties
8 p.m. — 12 p.m.. Thille: 40p
Promoted by Thomas Clarke
Cumann Diin Laoghaire

troup withdrawals. And,
dy mentioned, it led to
Johnson stepping down from re-
clection.

Nixon’s “‘peace with honour™
was 4 face-saving exercise and
U.S. troops were withdrawn in 60
days, The war goes on but Giap
has not only proved himself a
greal strategist but also that his
theories on strategy were cffective
to such an extent that they could
be used to cause two great milit-
ary powers (o withdraw from his
country.

teacht &
AN CUMANN

CABHRACH

DUN DEALGAN

Cabaret, with Eileen Largy and Flying
Column, Jimmy Mackin and guest artistes.
Clann na nGael Hall,
Cox’s Demesne.
March 29 at 8 p.m.

Taille . . . .

75p (including supper).

Ar lean. 6 Ich. a haon *
It must be stopped, now, before it gets a
grip. If the papers will not act trade unionists
must speak out and demand, by massive

DUBLIN-RUN S.A.S.

ration, that it be ab

letter,

sympathiser, or

The alternative is a terror never unleashed
on Ireland since the time of Cromwell or
Elizabeth and, indeed, threatening to surpass

the atrocities of those times.
Every police man’s

danger — including the editors, the politicians
and- the clergy. For no public figure is safe
when the objective is to smear to the greatest
possible extent and to haye us fighting as

never before among ourselves.

Don’t put off action on this — act today,

telephone,
resolution, picket, strike, whether you be a
member of the Republican Movement,” a

telegram, meeting,

unattached.

Stop SAS terror
The only way to stop SAS terror, north
and south, Brit and “Free” State, is the
co-ordinated, mass action of the people,

spearheaded by the risen working class.

life is in Rememb

in Clones, in

too late.

Czechosloyakia,
Bolivia, Brazil, Algeria. Remember the bombs

er Chile.
Hungary, Cyprus,

Remember
Aden,

Dublin. Remember Wyman,

Crinnion, Littlejohn. Remember Jack Lynch’s
memory lapse. Remember and act before it is

Ama fhoilsif ag An Phoblacht, 44 Ceam&g Pharnell, B.A.C.




