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BEWARE!

197_9 HAS seen the Irish Republican Army rock the British six-county state
to its foundations. The revolutionary guerrilla struggle has now reduced Brit-
ish army morale to its lowest level during this decade of war. The loyalist

UDR gnd.RUC are also paying the price for their increasing role under the
‘Ulsterisation’ policy and for their sectarian activities.

British army brutality, RUC Castlereagh torture and
SAS executions are well-publicised and documented
methods of repressing this Republican resistance. But
alongside, another even more sinister campaign has been
continuing without much publicity, a campaign of
assassination, not ‘random’ as earlier in the decade, but
this time apparently intended as more ‘selective’.

During the last ten years the
old Unionist monolith has
broken up under the stresses
and strains of events, dis-
agreements over tactics and
the emergence of flamboyant
personalities. Those who dev-
iate from the policy of loyalist
domination — the UPNI
(Unionist Party of Northern
Ireland) for example — have
suffered politically.

Thus, the main current of
unionist thinking remains tot-
ally sectarian — unchanged
and within the existence of
‘Northern Ireland’ unchange-
able.

When British soldiers took over
from the exhausted RUC in 1969,
the British government casually
attempted to reform the most blat-
ant aspects of state sectarianism
despite the fact that the circle just
could not be squared.

There rose up from within the
nationalist ghettoes a resistance
based on historical experience and
in response to British army repress-
ion.

When it was seen by the loyalists
that British army jackboots, their
tanks and guns could not quell Re-
publican resistance, they too joined
in - either ‘legally’ through the act-
ivities of the RUC and the reconsti-
tuted B Specials, the UDR, or, in

U.D.R. HEADQUARTERS
ATTAGKED

IN A DAYLIGHT raid on the headquarters of the UDR’s tenth Battal-

ion in Belfast’s Malone Road area, IRA
UDR soldier and injured three others.

pogrom:like attacks and the sectar-
ian assassination campaign in which
hundreds of Catholics have been
murdered.

Loyalist attacks have not usually
been carried out in direct retaliat-
ion for IRA activities, but have
been launched to keep the national-
ist community in check (as with the
pogi in 1921-22, or the Malvern

killed a full-til

Shortly after 11:15 a.m. on Wednesday an open-backed lorry carrying
an active service unit pulled up outside the base. The IRA men ul.ing
machine-guns fired into the instructors’ room, and in a statement claim-
ing responsibility the Belfast Brigade stated that two 5Ib bombs were

also thrown into the camp.

A passing RUC man fired on the IRA unit but he was deterred and
withdrew when he came under fire. About a quarter of a mile I'WIV a
mobile RUC patrol gave chase to the get-away lorry and on (hl; Lisburn
Road they too were sprayed with bullets. The active service unit return-
ed safely to base and it was some hours before the six-wheeler truck

was found.

Street killings in 1966 when there
was no IRA ‘provocation’).

However, in the April 28th ed-
ition of AP/RN we warned that
““The Brits must also be considering
resurrecting loyalist assassination
groups®, as another option, besides
‘selective internment’ to combat
the recent increase in resistance.

In fact there has been a steady ser-
ies of attacks over the last six
months which indicate that an ass-
assination campaign, particularly in

Belfast; is being carried out by loy-
alists and/or Brit agents. Some of
the targetting has indicated a know-
ledge of RUC or British army coll-
ated intelligence — that is, where
specific people will be at specific
times. .

Here is a list of some of the more
prominent attacks:-

The car of leading Belfast Repub-
lican Kevin Hannaway was booby-
trapped; the manager of a Catholic
Social Club in North Belfast was
shot dead; Billy Carson was murder-
ed in the same area; prominent Sinn
Fein member Billy Davidson was
shot and wounded; the father of a
blanket-man was also fired at; the
mother and brother of a sentenced
Republican prisoner were fired on
in their home ten days ago (see
page 4); and last Saturday night
there was an unsuccessful machine-

.

gun attack on a female ex-internee
working in a Falls Road taxi firm
(also see page 4).

The Republican Movement calls
upon the nationalist community
anc likely victims within the
twenty-six counties to exercise ex-
treme caution and to be aware that
this campaign is in progress. Be on
your guard.

CROSS -BORDER
H-BLOCK MARCH

Sawrday 9th June
STRABANE - LIFFORD -STRABANE
Assemble 3.30 p.m. Inisfree Gardens, Strabane,
Co. Tyrone; march across Camel’s” Humo

bridge 10 rally in Lifford Co. Donegal;
and then march back to Strabane.

—

Organised by Tyrone Central RAC
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POST OFFICE WORKERS' STRIKE

Lynch hounded

AS THE post office workers' strike in the twenty-six counties
enters its sixteenth week, strikers have been mounting protests
at venues on Jack Lynch's EEC election tour, and have again
been attacked by gardai and special branchmen.

In Cork on Friday June 1st, angry
strikers formed a picket at the
Mahon Industrial Estate where
Lynch was opening a new factory,
Carrying placards describing gardaj
as “uniformed thugs” they shouted
defiant slogans as Lynch’s car enter-
ed the premises, and inside the
grounds hecklers prevented him
from delivering his opening speech.
As he left, some protestors were
able to thump on the roof of his
car.

Later on the same day, at the city's
Victoria Hotel, post office workers
again surrounded Lynch's car, and
on this occasion were attacked by
a large force of gardai and Special
Branch. -

In Galway, last Tuesday night,
more post office workers disrupted
Lynch’s final EEC election rally in
Eyre Square. On three occasions,

gardai attacked hecklers in the
crowd and, according to journalists
at the scene, concentrated their
strongest  assaults on women
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amongst the protestors. Afterwards
local Flanna Fall politician and De-
fence Minister Bobby Molloy con-
Qratulated the gardal on their brutal
methods,

As we go to press the Post Office
Workers' Union (POWU) are hold-
ing their annual conference ]
Ballina, and. have unamimously
passed a motion to continue the
strike. Opening the conference

John Colfer, the union president,
said: “The postal workers' deter-
mination to hold out for a fair
interim offer before going back
to work is stronger than ever.”

Post office strikers confront Lynch at the Mahon Industrial Estate in

Cork.

* and  General

A motion condemning as inhuman
the British government's treatment
of prisoners in H:Block was over-
whelmingly carried at the annual
conference of the Irish Transport

Workers  Union
(ITGWU). :

The ITGWU, which is Ireland’s
largest trade™union with 170,000
members, held its last

ITGWU BACKS =5
BLANKETMEN

said that the blanket men were not
criminals and that the union should"
support their campaign for status.

One Dublin delegate, Fergus Bro-
gan exposed his pro-British slave
mennli}y and tumed history up-
side down by claiming that the only
result of “the Provo murder cam-
paign” is to prevent any possibility
of a united Ireland.

Concluding the debate, Michael
Mullen, general secretary of the
union referred to H-Block prisoners
“incarcerated at the behest of an

week Wt Salthill, Co. Galway. The

Michael Mullen, General Sec-
retary of the Irish Transport
and General Workers® Union,
who spoke out strongly in
support of the blanket men

last week.

Earlier, during the conference,
Michael Mullen had stated “that
pressure must be kept up relentless-
ly on ‘the British government to
state its intention of making a
phased withdrawal from the North
of Ireland.

\

TROOPS USED |

AGAINST DUBLIN
REFUSE WORKERS

THE FIANNA FAIL government are using troops in Dublin to

d in an industrial dispute with

scab on main

men engag

their employers, the Dublin City Corporation.

The fitters have been operating a
work-to-rule and over-time ban Iin
order to gain an improved wage
agreement, Their action has led to
the ‘grounding’ of thirty-seven of
the city’s forty-eight refuse coll-
ection vehicles. Last Friday, Lein-
ster House directed that the troops
should collect refuse using army
vehicles,

At a meeting on Wednesday 6th
June at the Grangegorman depot
the ‘dust’ men defiantly told Lein-
ster House to remove the troops or
face an all-out strike. A statement
signed by trade union officials
wamned that “The workers in the
Cleansing section strongly deplore
the action of the government in
using army personnel and vehicles
to collect refuse. This is our work

and we will not accept it should be
done by others.”

This latest Leinster House action
of using troops against trade union-
ists struggling for a living wage is in
line with the recent vicious attacks
mounted by gardai on striking post-
al workers and the arrest and in-
timidation of striking pickets at
McDonald’s Hamburger ‘joint’ in
Dublin’s O’Connell Street.

The recent rise in militant trade
unionism in thre twenty-six counties
especially the massive PAYE pro-
tests, stems from a desperate effort
by the workers to keep pace with
the spiralling cost of living especial-
ly after the tough wage restrictions
of recent years agreed between top
trade union bureaucrats and succ-
essive Leinster House governments,

] : ; .
i Election reports in next weeks issue

Next week’s issue of An Phoblacht/Republican News wiil carry an an-
alysis of Thursday’s local government elections held in the twenty-six
counties (which Sinn Fein contested) and of Thursday’s EEC parliam-
l entary elections held throughout Ireland (which Sinn Fein boycotted).

Q Some of those who supported the McDonald’s strikers in last week’s mass picket.
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June, at McDonald’s Hamburger ‘joint’ in O‘Connell Street,
Dublin.

The picket was organised by the
Strikers in order to break the in-
junction order which was served on
them farbidding them from mount-
ing more than a token picket.

McDonalds multi-national empire,
is a notorious anti-union concern,
whose arrogant management work
blatantly hand-in-hand with the
repressive forces of the state. Typ-
ically on Friday, the manager of
McDonalds in O‘Connell Street was
observed walking from the premises
to' a waiting Special Branch car,
where he had a long conversation
with the occupants.

The strikers at McDonalds feel
that their union, the Irish Transport
and General Workers' union
(ITGWU) have not been giving
them the support they déserve.
That if the union flexed their in-
dustrial muscles, this dispute could
soon be ended.

And so the mass picket was called,
even though it could have resulted

in the arrest of the pickets, espec-
ially those who hagl broken the in-
junction before.

The picket was very successful,
and McDonalds rapidly became
empty.

Jimmy Macken, one of the Mc
Donalds strikers, stated on the
picket-line that future mass pickets
will be held until the strikers’ de-
mands of trade union recognition
and a basic living wage are met. He
called on people to support the
strike, and not to scab in any way,
either by supplying McDonalds
with their raw materials or by
eating at the ‘joint’,

Another mass picket is planned for
Saturday June 9th between 12
noon and 3 p.m. The strikers have
appealed for the support of all
trade unionists.
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by the [rish Republican Army.

All the operations referred to below
were claimed in supplied statements

On Tuesday evening Alan Wright the leader of the RUC’s ‘trade
union’ (the Northern Ireland Police Federation) demanded of
Direct-Ruler Humphrey Atkins: “/f we are not to lose what
small gains we may have made, then the army must play a more

active role in the security field.”

Alan Wright was speaking at the annual dinner of the Federation at
which Atkins was 8 guest. He was bemoaning recent IRA successes partic-

ularly in the border areas,
and injuring members of the RUC.

ially recent R

in killing

This latest crack in RUC morale is a further blow to the British poliiy of
“Ulsterisation’ which involves sending the RUC to the front line. The RUC

are now pushing back.

The sparks which. ignited to show up this crack in RUC morale was pro-
vided by the IRA in South Armagh last Sunday when an RUC Superin-
tendent and a Constable were blown up and instantly killed by a 200ib
land-mine. The Superintendent is the most senior RUC man to be killed

this decade,

WEDNESDAY 30th MAY
Co. Armagh:

A fierce gun battle took place be-
tween several heavily armed IRA
Volunteers and Brits and RUC men,
The battle waged for several min-
utes as the | RA besieged the heavily
fortified Brits/RUC barrracks in the
village of Forkhill in South Armagh.

About a mile away from the main
battle another Brit patrol came un-
der concentrated fire. This attack
was carried out by the IRA near
Tullydonnell. No hits were claimed
by the IRA units involved, which
themselves returned safely to base.

Belfast:

A joint Brit/RUC mobile patrol
was fired on as it passed the round-
about at the junction of Donegal
Road and the M1 motorway.

THURSDAY 31st MAY

Belfast:

Shortly after eleven o‘clock the
IRA set up an ambush for a plain
clothes Brit who was driving an un-
marked mini car in the area of
Whiterock/Falls Road junction.

The IRA team occupied a dentist’s
premises overlooking the junction
and awaited the arrival of the Brit.

R.U.G. MORALE
CRAGKING

When his car came within their
sights they opened fire. One of the
bullets shattered the car’s wind-
screen, narrowly missing the Brit,
who sustained injuries from broken
glass. The IRA’s Belfast Brigade in
their statement claiming responsib-
ility said that the plainclothes Brit
was on an intelligence-gathering
operation spying on the nationalist
people.

Within an hour ‘of the sniper
attack an IRA bombing team plant-
ed three bombs in a government
building on Belfast’s Malone Road.
The building housed the Depart-
ment of Health. When the bombs
exploded they started a fierce fire
which caused extensive damage to
the building.

The successful attack caused wide-
spread  traffic chaos around the
Malone Road and Lisburn Road
area for several hours as traffic was
diverted away from the scene of the
explosion.

In a further attack, the Belfast
Brigade bombed a paint shop on
North Belfast’s Cliftonville Road.
The attack took place at 8 o’clock
in the evening. The building was ex-
tensively damaged.

British government building bombed on Belfast’s Malone

Road by IRA active service unit on Thursday 31st May.

IRA WARNING

In a supplied statement to the med-
ia claiming responsibility for the
day’s bombing operations the IRA
warned that civilians in recsipt of
bomb warnings should treat them
with deadly seriousness and pass
them on as fast as possible to
safeguard lives.

SUNDAY 3rd JUNE
Co. Armagh:
Two RUC men, one a Superin-
tendent, the other a constable, were

AMERICAN GUNSAND OPPORT UIWST POLITICIANS

football” in British politi

It has been common knowledge
for a considerable time now that
the American State Department has
been licensing shipments (particular-
ly M1 carbines) to the RUC, as in
the past they supplied anti-riot guns
and gas grenades.

These weapons have invariably
been used to kill or suppress Irish
people — RUC men joined in the
slaughter of three unarmed IRA
Volunteers and a passing civilian at
Ballysillan a year ago, and recently
women protestors outside Armagh
jail were beaten with the butts of
RUC American-supplied carbines.

However, it is over the licensing of
three thousand .357 Magnum pis-
tols and five hundred. automatic
rifles,  supplied by Sturm Ruger
Corporation in Connecticut, that
O'Neill has kicked up a storm. He
said that to supply the RUC was to
supply a faction involved in the
‘dispute’ in Ireland, and that this
might provoke Irish Americans to
send more weapons to the [RA.

He also repeated his criticism of
the British administration that “the
question of human rights in North-
emn Ireland would not be swept un-
der the rug as far as Irish Americans
were concerned.”

Another Irish American polifician,
Daniel Moynihan speaking on BBC
television whilst in London last
week-end applied more mild press-
ure to the British government. He
said that he and his associates, Sen-
ator Edward Kennedy and Tip
O'Neill “care about Ireland. We
hope to see a successful democracy
and a multi-religious, tolerant, succ-
essful country.”

Moynihan added that American
interest was consistent and would
go through one president to the

FOLLOWING AMERICAN Speaker Tip O’Neill’s controversial
statement in April that the North was being used “as a political
last week he again entered into con-
troversy; this time over American arms shipments to the RUC.

other. ““/ hope that it will not be
supposed that we will be endlessly
patient,” he said.

CONDEMNED IRA

And just in case it could be mis-
taken that he was a supporter of
the Republican Movement he con-
demned the IRA in the strongest
possible terms. Significantly he
stated:- “There are two authentic
nationalisms in the island of Ire:
land, and not just one. So, here we
have an accommodation : for the
loyalist idea of ‘an independent six-
counties, which could conceivably
dovetail. with Garret Fitzgerald's
proposed‘ canfederal Ireland, of six
and twenty-six county states.

To reason out why these Irish
Ameri icians are emb -
ing the Brits it is necessary. to ex-
amine their motivation. In the past
two years Congressman -Mario
Biaggi has presented a serious threat
of outflanking them with his ‘peace

forum’ injtiative which began to
gather rapid support.

The euphoric momentum behind
Biaggi’s forum suffered a major set-
back when the Republican Move-
ment correctly declared that it was
boycotting it because of its prom-
otion of the war in Ireland as being
internal communal strife rather
than being a colonial struggle of
Brits and their supporters versus

i ional liberati

forces.

Much of the wind is now being
taken out of Biaggi’s sails by Kenn-
edy,. O'Neill and  Moynihan on
their pro-Irish crusade. Two years
ago when the Brits were confident
that the IRA was in difficulty the
Big- Four (including: Hugh Carey)
made their St. Patrick’s Day. anti-
IRA speech outside of the context
of putting pressure on the Brits for
a solution. :

Since then opportunism (the need
for Arish votes), overall ‘American
imperialist interests, Carter’s human
rights campaign, and -the ‘danger’
of 'IRA successes), not to men-
tion latent anti-British sentiment,
has dictated a greater emphasis on
British _ responsibilities towards

finding a solution.

It is of course inconsistent, not to
mention hypocritical, for Tip
O’Neill, who is Speaker of the
House of Representatives, to con-

demn arms shipments just to the
loyalist RUC while American arm-
aments prop up the most reaction-
ary and oppressive regimes else-
where in the world.

These Irish American politicians
are out to undercut that basis of
the Republican Movement which
currently is its most obvious source
of strength - (the presence of Brit-
ish troops in the six-counties) and
which is even a source of nationalis-
tic discontent with rank and file
Fianna Failers and SDLP members.

Whilst American pressure on the
Brits may represent major break-

killed instantly when a 2001b land-
mine they were virtually standing
on was detonated: The remote con—
trol booby-trap bomb was planted
in a ditch in a narrow laneway at
Clonalig, two miles south of Cross-
maglen.

The two RUC men were part of a
joint Brit/RUC team who were en-
gaged in carrying out a search for
explosives in the area. The search
had been going on for most of the
day and had just ended. The two
RUC men were about to leave when
the bomb was detonated. The ex-
plosion took place at half past nine.
Boulders were scattered over a two
hundred yard radius by the explos-
ion.

The search had apparently been
carried out in response to inform-
ation the RUC had been given that
explosives were secreted in the area.
The RUC appear to have made yet
another costly blunder. Their eager-
ness in following up information
supplied to them will undoubtedly
be dampened by these latest fatal-
ities, which bring to nine the num-
ber of RUC men killed this year.

The loss of the RUC men, partic-
ularly a Superintendent will be a
considerable blow to the RUC's
morale in South Armagh, especially
coming so quickly after the IRA’s
succesful operation near Bessbrook
when a 500Ib van bomb was deton-
ated killing four RUC men instant-
ly. The Superintendent is the most
senior RUC man to be killed this
decade.

He was named as Superintendent
Stanley Hanna, a divisional Super-

throughs for the Lynches
and Mallons of this world, for us
they certainly do not have the same
significance -though' we enjoy the
embarrassment which the Brits ex-
perience.

The results of national dispossess-
ion, poverty, unemployment, in-
equality - has given us native
cunning. We are eternally sus-
picious.

RECENTLY WOMEN PROTESTORS OUTSIDE ARMAGH JAIL WERE BEATEN
WITH THE BUTTS OF RUC AMERICAN—SUPPLIED CARBINES.

di in overall charge of the
RUC in South Armagh. He had
spent twenty-eight years in the
RUC and was stationed at Bess-
brook barracks.

The IRA in astatement emphasis-
ed that their successful operation
should help hammer home to
Direct-Ruler Atkins, the British
government apd the British people
“the suicidal aspect of*their effort
in trying to maintain a British pre-
sence in the North against the will
of the nationalist population.”

TUESDAY 5th JUNE
Belfast:

A double-bomb attack extensively
damaged a pools firm and other
commercial premises in an office
block in Upper Donegall Street in
the centre of Belfast.

The bombs were planted by an ac-
tive service unit just after four
o'clock. A fire blazed for an hour,
extensively damaging the four-
storey building and wrecking off-
ices belonging to a dozen firms.

There was widespread traffic dis-
ruption as rush-hour traffic was
diverted away  from the scene of

the attack.




- NORTH BELFAST HOME
- UNDER GUN ATTAGK

SHATTERED NERVES, bullet-ridden walls and a lost home
provn_de eloquent testimony to what the reactionary forces of
loyalism generated in a street in North Belfast in the aftermath
of a gun attack carried out there on Thursday May 31st. The

attack was directed against the Kerr f
home off Belfast’s Antrim Road.

The murder bid came only a few
hours after a member of the family,
twenty-three-year-old Robert Kerr
was sentenced in a Belfast court to
life impri for the shooting
of a British soldier and a civilian
searcher on Rag Day last year in
Belfast's city centre.

A guilty verdict and life

; Such a description of the attack
is designed to justify it by putting it
info the context of reacting to IRA
violence. This example of tacit
approval by the media of loyalist
violence against Republicans or
their families shows how far loyal-
ism pervades every aspect of life in

were imposed on Robert Kerr al-
though the only evidence produced
in court by the RUC were a series
of verbal fessi

made by him whilst undergoing in-
terrogation. Robert Kerr refused to
partake in the farcical court pro-

AT

. by g to
the legality of the court.

Media reports which followed last
Thursday’s gun attack on the Kerr
family portrayed it as a tit-for-tat
shooting in a ‘revenge’ attack. Fri-
day’s Belfast Telegraph carried a
headline proclaiming ‘killer’s family
flee vengeance'.

the pied six i

In sharp contrast to the withhold-
ing. of British soldiers’ home
addresses on their rare appearances
in court the Orange judge and the
media collaborated in publishing
Robert Kerr's home address and
thus laying his family open -to
attack.

The gun attack followed a court-
room death threat made against Pat-
rick Kerr, the father of Robert, the
day before his son was sentenced.
The thrqn was made by a man who
accompanied relatives of the dead
civilian searcher who were also pres-
ent in the courtroom. He wamed

REPUBLICAN prisoners on
the blanket protest in the
H-Blocks of Long Kesh, partic-
ularly H4-Block, are presently
undergoing harassment and
beatings going to and coming
from their visits,

The beatings usually occur when
the prisoners are taken to a cell
(nick-named by them the ‘romper
room’) especially set aside for sear-
ching them.

These beatings are not simply the
product of their guards’ mindless
thuggery or sectarianism, (although
there is a considerable element of
this); for brutality is an important
weapon used by the prison regime
in their vain attempts to smash the
prisoners’ protest. :

In this instance the harassment is
designed to force the prisoners to
stop taking their visits, and thus
further increase their isolation and
vulnerability by closing this chanrel
of communicaton the men have
with the outside world.

In a recent communication from
the PRO of the H4-Blocks he ex-
plained the rigorous search proce-

dure and brutality inflicted on the

amily in their Pim Street

Mr. Kerr that he would get a bullet
in the head. Later that same day he
pulled up on a motor cycle beside
Mr. Kerr as he was making his way
across the Crumlin Road and warn-
ed: “/‘ll get you tomorrow.”

MURDER BID

The murder-bid against the Kerr
family happened next day at about
5.15 p.m. when a three man gang in
a motor car pulled up outside their
home. One of the men went into
the Kerrs’ home whilst one remain-
ed outside the door and the other
stayed in the car, with the engine
running to ensure a quick get-away.

Mrs Margaret Kerr told an AP/RN
reporter what then happened: “/
was in the scullery making tea when
I-heard a bang at the living room
door. [ slid back the scullery door
and saw a man with a gun clasped
in both his hands. He pointed it

BEATINGS- NOT SIMPLY
MINDLESS THUGGERY

KXRRTRFRIF 57 7 r e goirpstviivers wuy TR RN RENTRN

‘THE, BLATANT Orange bies
of the British judicial system
{in ‘the North of Ireland was
iclearly exposed yet again in a

{who accidentally fired it fatally
‘wounding a school-friend.

Judge Willlam Doyle stated that
'UVF man John Gill must_take
‘primary responsibility* for the boy’s
‘death, . Incredibly the judge then
proceeded to merely fine Gill the
almost nominal sum of
‘ilhgal’ possession of the A
 for being a member of the proscribed

men and cited the example of two
Belfast prisoners, Paddy McGran-
dles from Ardoyne, and Hugh Mal-
one from the Lower Falls:

“On entering the ‘romper room’
after returning from their Vvisits,
Hugh Malone and Paddy McGrand-
les were told by screws to stand
naked with their legs apart over a
mirror and touch their toes.
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directly at me. He shouted: Where
is he, where is he?’ / just squealed,
dropped the bottle of milk / had in
my hand and made a dive for the
back door.”

As Mrs. Kerr successfully escaped
out of the back door, her fourteen-
year-old son Martin was coming
down from upstairs into the room
where the gunman was. On seeing
the boy the gunman opened fire,
Martin Kerr explained his miracul-
ous escape: “/ had half-turned from
the landing onto the stairs when |
saw a gun sticking out of the en-
trance to the living room. I jumped
from the stairs back into the land-
ing. As | did this | heard a number
of bangs.”

The gunmen then sped off in their
car into a nearby street, transferred
to another car and made good their
escape.

BRIT/LOYALIST gunmen

struck a d time a

Since the shooting the Kerr family
have left their house and are noy,
seeking another home.

The area where the shooting took
place has come under attack many
times in the past by travelling foy .
ist gunmen. Murdered Catholics
have been found lying in back alley-
ways off the street and several years
ago three loyalists were discovered
at the comer of Pim Street jtself
with a number of. rifles in their car,
More recently the Shankill butchers
travelled around the area during
their reign of terror, seeking unsus-
pecting victims.

This latest attack in Pim Street is
a horrifying reminder to its res-
idents of the forces the six-county
statelet produces when it feels
threatened.

Belfast Taxi-Depot gun attack

For a split second Lillian Kelly
froze ing certain death. But

specified target within the
nationalist community, only
two days after the abortive

the gun jammed. She grabbed it and
shoved it away from her head forc-
ing back the gunman who kept

North Belfast shooting attack
against the family of Repub-
lican prisoner Robert Kerr.
The second attack, which like
the first was only narrowly un-
successful, occurred in West

) | Belfast last Saturday night at

quarter past eleven.

The potential assassins’
target was twenty-two year
old Republican Lillian Kelly,a
former internee, who at the
time of the attack was working
as a receptionist in the Blue
Star Taxi Depot in Shiels Street
off Belfast’s Falls Road.

For several minutes Lillian Kelly
fought against a gunman armed

| with a sub-machine-gur who was

intent on killing her. Her death-

defying ordeal began when she felt

the cold steel of the muzzle of a
b-

gun pressed against her
temple as she sat behind a hatch in

“On refusing to do this both men UYF-" - ¥ P
were viciously punched in the @ AL this moment of time thers
stomach and pulled by the hair to [ 18 Rept , framed- hi
force them to comply. Immediately [ (up tor similar atfences (of member-
after the forced bending McGrand- [ | $hip and possession) who are serving | the taxi depot.

“five or more years of imprisonment,

naked in the H-Blocks of Long Kesh.
| The copteast of thelr plight with
" Gill’s ‘slap on the wrist’ provides a

les was again violently punched in
the ribs.”
About a dozen .blanket men are

case in West Belfast's lveagh Parade

treated in this manner in a single
day during visiting hours.

vivid illustration of the ‘quality of

in the mid. ing of Thursday
29th May when the chauvinistic

Several men have also been beaten VBritist ‘justice’ in Ireland.

contempt  that the occupying

over the head with the large ledger
used to record their return from

d ito. T £ D D e D D E3 ED
their visits,

Brits are B's

Despite these unprovoked assaults
the men refuse to stop going out on
their visits. They are only too aware
that if the screws are successful in
stopping the visits, then, given their
increased isolation, the beatings will
intensify.

| Sometimes a small and apparently
insignificant incident can well illus-
llrale a general truth. Such was the

Pritish troops have for the national-
ist population was crudely express-

ed by their treatment of a small

child,
Four-year-old Robert McCormick
ad be'en playing in the street at the
same time as a foot patrol of British
soldiers was there. He went into his
home to proudly show his mother
his left hand upon which he claim-
ed a soldier had written his name,

B S SRR

hecking and clearing the weapon
trying to rectify the jam. Again he
levelled the gun at Lillian and
pulled the trigger but nothing
happened.

To unnerve her attacker Lillian
screamed and threw a chair at him
and attempted to escape out of the
depot. But still the gunman kept
checking his gun, ejecting bullets
and trying to make it fire. He was
very calm, not once did he show
any anger at the weapon not work-
ing.

After repeated unsuccessful
attempts to fire his weapon the
gunman ran into the street and
jumped into a waiting car which
sped off into the night almost runn-
ing down several youths standing at
the nearby corner of Blandbawn
Street.

This latest attack underlines
once more the need for vigilance
within the nationalist community.
Next time the assassins’ potential
victim might not be so lucky.

Mrs, McCormick was astonished
1o see on her son's hand inscribed
in blue biro, the words: ‘MICKS
ARE CUNTS’ . She has no doubt
that a British soldier had written
this petty abuse.

As she later stated: “/f they
wrote that on his hand, what were
they saying to his face?” 2

Such treatment of a small child
by British troops should come a N°
surprise. Children only a few years

older have met their deaths at thesé
‘peace-keepers’ hands.




Evenin’ all,

defeatism recently, what

Firstly, never forget that one of
the guaranteed benefits of being
in the UDR is a full military
funeral ABSOLUTELY FREE.

This applies to you even if you are a
young UDR private, such as the
one who ‘managed to shoot
himself in the shoulder—no mean
feat— in Tyrone last week and
had to be taken to Musgrave
hospital.

FICKLE FINGER

It applies, even if you are a full-
time UDR man like Thomas John
Leonard (46) of Tullyreagh Road,
Ardtrea, Cookstown. Tommy was
fined £5 for going into the ladies toilet
and exposing himself while on duty,
but, no matter, if the fickle finger of
fate were to alight on Tommy next
week, he too would get full military
honours.

| know some of you feel that this
offer is just too good to be true, but,
if you won't take my word for it, ask
Trooper Gary Paul Lines of Chester~
le-street,. whose Fox scout car

overturned, or Lt. Nigel Brewer of

the SAS—sorry, Royal Corps of

Transport, who wrote off his sports

car outside Lisburn or even ask

Stephen Hall of Leeds or John

Whiteman of Manchester, two more

soldiers who wandered under an

articulated lorry on the Al.

Come to think of it, | suppose you
can’t ask them personally since they
are all DOAs who've gone to join the
great Brit suicide Battalion in the sky
(0/C Airey Neave). (I see the latest
recruit is Superintendent Stanley
Hanna (47), from Carryduff, who

with monotonous regularity, but | am here to
reassure you,—do not despairl Blue skies are ahead.

as (guess what?) “an exemplary
soldier”,
promotion’, while aided and abetted
by another drunken soldier Corporal
Stephen ‘the gentle giant’ Lowe—a
member of the internal army security
group at Lisburn—assaulted a total
stranger in Seymour Street in
Lisburn last November. Both have
subsequently been promoted.

Fun with Ulster’s

Disrep utable
Rogues

l'\nd first of all, a few words about career prospects
in the security farces. | know there has been a bit of

with personnel dropping

went for a walk near Crossmaglen,
silly fellow.)

the
Brigadier-

John Taylor.

But don’t imagine it's all fun and
free funerals in the UDR. Ulster's
Disreputable Rogues have a fine
track record for murder, rape, arson
and pillage as well. There are
hundreds of little ways one can
augment one’s salary. For instance,
the present petrol crisis-in the
Republic is a Godsend to the boys at
10 UDR who have been nicking
regulation five gallon jerrycans from
the stores and flogging them around
the shipyards.

Small beer you may say, compared
with the large scale salary General Sir
Frank King GCB, MBE and ex-GOC
who has been appointed Senior
Military Adviser to Shorts, will get,
but, remember, Frank’s been in the
dead meat business for, quite some
time, so, fair dos, you envious swine.

BAD APPLES

Only a few bad apples this week,
and pretty tawdry stuff it is too.
There’s Anthony Robert Brown of
what’s left of the Greenjackets who's
been done for assault in Strabane,
and Driver John Charles McBride

viol in the gh of
Lisburn, the personal fief of the very
lovely and. charming Elsie ‘Poleglass
must go’ Kelsie, who holds those

super non-alcoholic parties where
John Taylor’s bodyguards steal
chairs and plot to kidnap priests or

Elsie has been taking some stick
over that of late, and it was nice to
see her on the old tube going the
rounds with the Lisburn refuse
collectors, as | believe they like it to
be called. | know any publicity is
good publicity, but | did rather doubt

U.D.

Roll of Hond

&)

whether having the deputy Lord
Mayor, the diminuitive wee Sammy
Semple posing in one of the dust
bins was going to win many votes.
Ah well
Bye for now,
THE BRIGADIER

Twinbrook H-Block march

Last Sunday’s Smash H-Block march
in Twinbrook on the outskirts of Bel-
fast attracted several hundred people.
The photograph (left) shows the be-
ginning of the demonstration heading
out onto the Stewartstown Road.

It was the first time a Republican
demonstration had successfully mar-
ched along this road. Previous att-
empts were always thwarted by a
large force of Brits and RUC.

But the large turn-out dampened
the RUC’s enthusiasm. They skulked
in the side roads rather than canfront
the marchers.

At the spot where local IRA Vol-
unteer Gerard Fennell was shot dead
by the Brits in 1974, a two minute
silence was held. Later the crowd

listened to speakers from Sinn Fein
and the RAC talking about the latest
L conditions inside the H-Blocks.

(19) of 26th Squadron Royal Corps of
Transport who got fined £75 for GBH
and disorderly behaviour.

McBride, whom his.C/O described

who was ‘due for

These disturbing incidents of

Lord Mayor Craig

"Derry H-Block pr
at the recent Foyle Festival held there.

s qued Derry’s

They followed his Rolls Royce a considerable distance along the route
of the parade before it reached the Guildhall. They chanted slogans de-
manding the return of political status for Republican POWs.

An Open Letter to Bernadette McAliskey
from Republican Prisoners H- Blocks 3, 4, 5 and 6

EEC QUESTIONS

The entry of former W

MP Bernadette McAliskey into

Thursday’s EEC elections, using the H-Block struggle as the main
plank of her platform, was directly against the wishes of the ‘blanket
men’ themselves. An open letter to Bernadette McAliskey, which we
publish here, from the men ‘on the blanket’ makes it absolutely clear
that they support the boycott policy of the Republican Movement.

A Chara,

We are addressing the following letter to you and our
comrades in the freedom struggle in Ireland and to all
our relatives and friends outside. It is not a personal
opinion but is written on behalf of the blanket men, the
Republican prisoners of war in the H-Bloeks.

It your stand as idate in the European
elactions. Our outlook towards these elections is that
we totally object to taking part and we fully support the
call for a boycott of this election.

THE FOLLOWING ARE THE MAIN REASONS
FOR OUR CALL TO BOYCOTT:

If you should be successful in your election campaign
and become an elected member to this set-up what
changes can you even hope to make?

Have we in Ireland not seen all too often how useless
and irrelevant the politics of the establishment are and
have been regarding our position in the six-counties?

Has anyone ever gone into the existing set-ups and
brought freedom any closer?

What makes you think it will be any different in
Europe when it comes to questions on Ireland?

Ranged against you will be a coalition of those who
run Westminster, Leinster House and their supporters in
the rich European countries. From these can you expect

ything but a majority jtion?

Are we in the H-Blocks not here as a direct result of
the position created by these same people?

What good can your campaign against repression do
in a place where the perpetrators of this repression have
such a powerful position?

Did you achieve anything at Westminster?

What can you hope to achieve at Strasbourg/.Luxem-|

bourg?

Will you stop the torture of political prisoners in the
H-Blocks or the brute force repression against the
people on the streets?

We the Republican prisoners in the H-B8locks don‘t
consider so. We, at the roughest end of British repres-
sion, don’t consider that you will make one iota of
difference.

We knaw only too well that the only way to remove
the H-Blocks, the repression forever, is to boot both it
and the people (the Brits) who build H-Blocks out of our
country at the point of a gun which is what our
comrades, and their supporters outside are now doing
and will continue to do.

The reason why we are here in the H-Blocks on
protest is not for any reform, but for change, real
change, revolutiop and freedom.

REPUBLICAN PRISONERS,
H-BLOCKS 3,4,586
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A confidential document leake
‘Northern Ireland Housing Executive’
housing authority in the North—offers
British soldiers and their families garris

counties.

The document shows that at a meeting in August 1977
Divi

ded by the Chai

of the Housl

Hamilton, two Department of the Environment officials, a
Mr. Lock of the Property Services Agency, two ‘Northern
Ireland Office’ officlals and a Colonel Beregan of the
Ministry of Defence (MOD), the British Army was offered

Mr.

of the

g Executive hel;
Brits relax.

d to AP/RN shows that the
(NIHE)—the sole public
preferential treatment to
oned in the occupied six-

manent dwellings for troops.

e

CON
MTEG TO D1scuss
22 AUcUST 1977

A leaked document has revealed the large extent of house-building in
the North for British army needs. It shows that the Housing Executive
in 1977 had already built or was about to construct more than 500 per-

ot
FIDENTIAL

PMDUSTEY 0 DF2R0R BOVSTAG APQULAZAEITS AT STORMOFT 0%

purch facllities eight: hs In
Executive’s decision to allow some of its tenants to buy
their own homes.
The document says: Ppurchase their houses . . , This
“The meeting discussed the  wilj be done as soon as
ibility of purchase rather ibl

than letting and there was a
general consensus that there
were advantages in MOD
purchasing these”,

In fact, the opportunity for
the public to buy their own
houses from the NIHE was

P through  new
legisiation.

The document also says that
the “MOD indicated their
housing requirements in the
Antrim/ Aldergrove areas”,
Nine acres of land at Glebe

1. ‘n- moeting was attented byi- Mr Fanilton (Fousing Division) -

Mr \etters (Tranaport Diviaton)
M Mszen (Plaratng Division)
Colonel Bcrugen - Micistry of Defence

TR

b0z(1.1)

¥ Bruce - Forthern Iralnd Peusing Drecutive
Me lnck - Property Cervioce Acepey

Rir Gowe, - ‘
Mr Ecolioex } Horthera Tralend Office

2. MOD indicated the
svised that the faftial thiny,
Aldorgrove.  Purchase of
epproxizately 9 acros. In
duallings at Antrim, it vas ez

House had been purchased for LSS e
only unnouncgd on  dwellings for service N,;
Wednesday week. Direct ruler, personnel. Residential vl

Hump Atkins, in his first public
speech here said:

“Government policy on the
sale of council houses will
apply in Northern Ireland in the
same way as everywhere else.
Under the proposed new
arrangements tenants of the
NIHE will be entitled to

development on seven-and-a-
half acres elsewhere in the area
has been almost completed so
that Brit gunmen can relax
with their families when they
are not murdering Irish people
or raiding their homes.
(Aldergrove is the staging
point for emergency

is also used as a fuelling base
for
surveillance
nationalist housing estates.)

would besgniik

irchass 2
reinforcements. The nearby  British soldiers and their Defence requirements and in Because the total number of ;u,,,w opt
military camp contains the main families have one hundred and  April 1978 one hundi and dwellings at ymore and The This dogurr
transport and stores centre and  sixty houses as well as another  Sixty houses were ready at Beeches would be in excess of many

Garrymore (suitable because of
“'security considerations”) and
at The Beeches another one
hundred and eighty would be
prepared.

one hundred and ten dwellings

thi h Antrim,
Close to another major Brit
base in Portadown the Housing
Executive met Ministry of

the estimated requirements a
decision was to be taken about
moving Brits and their families
from other Craigavon estates to
these two areas. The document

hel meetings b
Executive

cates not
treatment
purchase,

P gaged in

s
over |Belfast

At Springfarm in Antrim

—

CLOSED

—

The oil and pc;t;ol crisis which is at present bringing the 26 counties
to a standstill is at first glance only one more in a long line of Leinster

House blunders.

deeper

for Industry, C

Because of the Iranian ‘revolution’, oil
companies’ stocks are down, and
because of the displeasure felt at the U,S.
inspired Egyptian-Israeli pact, the other
Middle Eastern oil producers have been
reluctant tomake up for this. Saudi
Arabia, closest friend of the West, was
also angry over the way the Shah was left
to his fate, with themselves the next
repressive regime in line for the chop.JStj

But the underlying factors which made the crisis inevitable, go much
than the colossal incompetence displayed by Free State
and Energy, Desmond O‘Malley.

assuming there was sufficient oil-refining
capacity, and that he cannot find anyone who
does know. Even he has shied away from the

of all denied that any crisis existed.

Having castigated the consumer for as long
as possible he turned on the oil companies
again. This time oil company executives in the
twenty six counties were his target, although it
is common knowledge that they have no part
in decision-making on supply and merely carry
out whatever orders come from above,

But there can be no doubt that his
announcement that he was taking over the
internal allocation of oil supplies must have

o OIL CRISIS SHOWS UP
FREE STATE DEPENDEN

BY KEVIN BURK

petrol to the consumer up to a level higher
than in Britain, still gives the oil companies less
than they get there. The reason being that the
Free State government takes a massive 56p in
tax

O’Malley did nqt explain why he wanted 56p
per gallon from an estimated 80% supply,
when he could increase government revenue
by taking only 50p per gallon from even a 90%
supply and use the other 6p to give a
competitive price.

shady foreign oil brokers who ly ispl d the oll y bosses even However he did promise that there would be
emerged to offer supplies, no doubt sensing | fyrther. no further price increase until the end of this
Dlckinge) year. The day after this promise, petrol

So the Free State regime is more dependent TANGIBLE RESULTS retailers were threatening to close down unless

| than ever on its multi-national masters for
" essential oil supplies.

In the face of this O'Malley’s actions have

The first tangible result of his action was
that he cut off the supply of domestic oil to

By Sany ardSbaenti i
Seemingl livi of the ging

they have only this week been p
to increase the supply.

TAKE ITS CHANCES

international energy situation, O'Malley had
set the stage by refusing a price increase to the

during a cold spell that lasted for
most of May, and brought council tenants
who were totally dependent on this form of
heating out onto the streets.

they got an extra dp per gallon, and within a
week Iran and Saudi Arabia had announced an
increase in the price of crude oil, and the U.S.
had its subsidised i ion, for
the first time, into international oil markets.

Few now are willing to estimate a ceiling for
price rises.

oil companies. The only other result was that he only now Fianna Fail's energy policies for the future
How much of what has followed is the oil learnt that the twenty-six counties were | &re equally hopeless. As far as jon is
les method of hing him a lesson, without any adequate oil reserves. Most of the concerned, where massive savings can be

one of the
bloc, relying on others to look after it.
O'Malley himself has admitted that he

The Free State has to take its ch as
bers of the

can only be guessed at. That It is a lesson he

has been unable to absorb is undeniable.
Faced with what is to him the unexpected

le shortage of petrol, and the

not know how to duct the i
L negotiations for a direct oil supply, even

:rtdmphh absence of diesel oil, O'Malley first

supposed oil reserves were at sea, in tankers
which were being diverted to more profitable

At this stage O'Malley agreed to a price
increase which, although it put the price of

made, a meaningless 50 mph speed limit is all
they Yt.w offered. As far as future energy
supplies are concerned their eyes are fixed on
a nuclear power station to be built and’
supplied with fuel by the same multi-nationals

| e
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o noted that MOD housing
would b niely to want to
Ppurchase \ghes dwelings and

theoption fo lease”.
ent—one of
ring ongoing
sen the Housing
y the Brits—indi-
ust preferential
over  house
but preferential

housing,
gardens etc.).

treatment in the schedules of
construction (in
contrast to house-building to
relieve the overcrowding in
nationalist ghettoes such as
West Belfast) and preferential
treatment in quality of housing
(residential —the estates
referred to have semi-detached
front and back

Also, while itis alright for the

Brits and their families to take
over ““safe’” estates for
“’security considerations” the
same does not apply to many
people from nationalist areas,
some of whom have been
threatened with eviction for
refusing .to surrender tenure /
and take up residence in areas
which they consider to be
dangerous.

Dot 0 So6 R

LI =000
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! our oil supplies. And so it goes

ALUABLE ILLUSTRATION

2 petrol cri; i

Stration of ;.m;h'.mpml'dp“u.n
" 0vemment in the Free Stats,
K,‘J"hmh has political parties vying
e, ©f the people once in five
. Ir"g‘!"g them from the process of
X Ween, must concern itself
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IN THEIR various documents and reports the British colonial
administration often unconsciously provide a very good case for
their own withdrawal from the North of Ireland. On the mili-
tary front the recently exposed secret Ministry of Defence doc-
ument No. 37 assessing the IRA as unbeatable provides an ex-
cellent argument for the withdrawal of British troops.

On the economic front a recently published Department of
Finance report entitled “Economic and Social Progress in North-
ern Ireland: Review and Prospects’ shows what a disastrous
mess the British are making of the six-county economy.

First, it outlines the depress. .
state of the six-county economy
and its disastrous social effects. For
example, in 1978, the unemploy.
ment rate was 11%, compared (J
4% in the South-East of England.
Future prospects are assessed to be
just as dim - “N, /. is faced with con-
tinuing high unemployment and
lagging standards of living arising in
the main as consequences of geo-
graphical remoteness . . =

But, one might ask: ‘Geographical
remoteness’ in relation to whom?

Clearly the six North-Eastern
counties are on the edge of the Brit-
ish economy, but, they are not
remote, at least geographically,
from the rest of Ireland. An integ-
rated all-lreland economy, controll-
ed by the Irish people themselves,
could overcome many of the prob-
lems imposed by “‘the British conn-
ection”. Of course, this orientation
is not pushed by the report, but
their facts and figures point clearly
towards the need to oust British im-
perialism.

The most revealing aspect of this
d is h its projecti
of future economic trends. Here
things look even bleaker, The North
of Ireland “faces the prospect of

W continuing low output growth and

high unemployment*.
Dealing with employment trends
between 1977 and 1981 it projects

that no new jobs will be created in
agriculture, six thousand jobs wil
be lost in the building industry and
nine thousand in the manufacturing
field - a combined loss of fifteen
thousand jobs. However, it is spec-
ulated that eleven thousand new
jobs will be created in the service
sector which will mean more pen-
pushing bureaucrats, more ‘security
personnel’ and many of which will
provide only part-time employment.

So the Brits’ own figures project a
total net job loss of four thousand
by 1981.

These estimates are themselves
not that reliable being based on ad-
mitted  “optimistic assumptions

0 LR

and civil unrest”, They are the sort
of assumptions that are likely to be
blown sky high!

In other areas things look just as
bad. For example on building
houses the report admits that “with
work being difficult and slow, total
activity has been falling - this will
continue to be the pattern in the
next few years”, Chances for new

.schools and improved medical facil-
ities look just as bad. The reasons
being that “in the-present UK econ-
omic climate it would be unrealistic
to expect substantially higher levels
of public expenditure in N.I.”.

It is however deemed “realistic”’
to assume that 10,000 people will
be forced to emigrate from the
North each year. Even taking this
into account the report estimates
that on the basis of the present ex-
pansion of the population there will
be a further 11,000 people on the
dole queues by 1981.

What emerges from these cold fig-
ures is a picture of a bankrupt state-
let - the six-counties - carved out
artificially and made an appendage
of an imperialist power. With the
sun finally setting on the ‘great’
British Empire, this statelet has out-
lived its economic usefulness, and
its traditional industries have been
allowed to decline.

Today, even by their own admiss-
ion, the only prospects the British
offer to the people of this run-
down colony are continued unem-

3 4 . ot

ploy 3 9 g 1
and the worst social and economic
conditions of Western Europe.

nature, is a dependent government. Its only
policy can be dependency. whether on the old
colonial masters in London, on the EEC

bureaucrats, or the new muld;n-ﬂonal over-

lords.

So it is that the multi-nationals have been
allowed to take a stranglehold on the Free
State economy. To attract them, massive
grants and tax-free jbovwmovu are given,
mdnbllnd—cvumnndt?dlnymnnd
abvand'm'ﬂmm'

resources have been handed over to
Mm?‘::umwtdﬂnwwndm
whmmmmﬂwmm
the . Indeed so slavish is this attitude

Just as no effort has been made to set up

independent state-controlled industries to
process and export our own resources at a
pace to give us maximum benefit, so there has
been no effort to set up an independent state-
controlled industries to import and process the
major resources needed from abroad.

And just as in the world recession of the
early 70's the multi-nationals pulled out of the
Free State to safeguard their home bases, so
now, when faced with world oil supply
difficulties, they look after the interests of their
oown countries first.

With no independent foreign policy either,
the Free State—tied firmly but powerless!

into the western bloc—suffers all the
disad of the of oil at the

that O’Malley has even offered recantly to re-
N et if

m: foreign ecmpania‘ concerned were
unhappy with them.

centre of world power. politics.

Petrol stations around the 26 counties have remained closed
for long periods due to lack of supplies. Desperate motorists
have continued to be told by O'Malley that no shartage exists.

J

w Leinster House, by its very
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ceart.

Nior thuig an gnéth phobal i dtos-
ach nach raibh iontu ach dirlisi i
Idmha Arm na Bre4taine. Uséideadh
1ad chun cur le polasai Shasana
gurbh ionann dglligh na hEireann
agus coirpigh. Tugadh poibliocht
don chéineadh a dhein siad ar na
forsai naisilinta ata ag troid ar son
saoirse na hEireann.

Ach ti an feachtas sin scriosta
anois. Aithnionn an domhain ar fad
nach coirpigh iad Oglniw na hEir-
eann, Thaispeain na fir i mBloc H,
trinar fhulaing siad narbh coirpigh
jad. Cé& nach bhfuil stadas polait-
idil ‘acu sa phriosin, td sé bainte
amach acu | meon an phobail.

T4 na ‘Peace People’ geall le
bheith imithe. T4 a gcuid airgid ag
na ceannairi agus is cuma leo. Ach
té Gluaiseacht na Poblachta nios
1sidre n§ mar a bhi' riamh.

Bunafodh na ‘Peace People’ ar
bhonn neamh-sheicteach agus dhein
'siad iarracht ar chds an Tuaiscirt a
réiteach laistigh de Stat Thuaisceart

ireann. N7 féidir a leithéid a
dhé. h. T4 Stat Thuai t Eir-
eann bunaithe ar an seichteachas, is
¢ is bun agus barr leis an stait. Ni
féidir fadhb an Tuaiscirt a reiteach
taobh istigh de Stat sheichteach.
Caithfear dul leasmuigh do. Is tré
Stat dhaonlathach shdisialach a
bhund at§ reiteach na faidhbe le
fail,

Ar ndéigh, ar na dreamanna a
thug tacaiocht dos na ‘Peace People’
bhi S.F.W.P.. T4 siad san tar éis
drom a chasadh ar an bPoblachtan-
achas agus ar an Soisialachas. Ni’
nach ionadh gur éirigh chomh holc
san leo sna toghchain le déanai se
Tuaisceart. =

Is fid féachaint siar nfos faide ar
an méid a ddirt eite mileata an
S.F.W.P. an Official I.R.A. tar éis
Domhnach na Folai 1972.

N—

Ddradar “beimid ag scaoileadh ur-
chair le saighdidiri na Breataine ag
farraldh iad a mhard.” DGradar leis
go mbeidis “ag gearradh pionds
trom ar aon duine a thug cabhair i
sl ar bith do f6rsai’ na Breataine.”
Ca bhfuil siad anois, agus cén
pionds at4 a ghearradh acu.

‘Siad Gluaiseacht na Poblachta an
t-aon dream nar athraigh. T3 an
port céanna acu i gc6nai. Nil uainn
ach saoirse.

Os rud & gur luaigh mé Bloc H, is
fid dom leis, dul siar beagan. Ar an
t-aonil |d déag de Bhealtaine i 1946
fuair Sein Mac Eochaidh bas ar
stailc ocrais agus ar stailc tarta ar
an gCurrach.

1 Bhi an t-éileamh chéanna aige is
ata ag na priosGnaigh i mBloc H
inniG. Priosinach cogaidh ab ea &.
Priosdinaigh cogaidh is ea na fir i
mBloc H inniG. Ni raibh 6 Shean

s

Sean Mac Eochaidh i Sraid
Ui Chonaill, Baile Atha
Cliath i 1940.

ca Bhfail siao anois?

IS FIU O am go chéile féachaint siar. Sin ata i gceist agam an
tseachtain seo. Ba mhaith liom suil a chaitheamh siar ar imeach-
tal ata imithe as aigne an phobail.

| 1976 bhi na ‘Peace People’ i mbéal an phobail. Dar leis na
méain cumarsaide bhi réiteach ar fhadhb an Tuaiscirt ina limha

siid. Bhi siad chum deireadh a chur leis an ‘bhforéigin’ sa Tuais-

LE
PADRAIG
MacAODH

Mac Eochaidh agus nfl 6s na fir i
mBloc H ach go nglacfal leis an
bhfiric sin agus go dtabharfai stadas
daibh d& réir.

Betty Williams agus a fear ceile i Londain i 1976 nuair a dhirigh
meain cumarsaide Shasana aire an domhain uirthi fhein agus an
Mhairead Corrigan. Ni cloistear futha anois.

Ta mérén athraithe tagtha, an
chuid is md diobh de bharr an troid
atd ar siGl ag Gluaiseacht na
Poblachta ach t4 rud amhéin cinnte

agus sin ni go leanfaidh an troid sin
go dti go mbeidh saoirse; ceart agus
siochain le fiil ag muintir na hEir-

eann. )

GOLD AND SILVER

“Beidh rince fada againn ma sé is fearra leat,

Oir is airgead, beor is beath ‘uisce,
0r6 is gebir costais an roid.

(“We'll ' have the
Gold and silver, beer and whiskey,

Ord far the cost of the road.”)

long dance if that’s

your preference,

These dre a faw lines from that lovely Kerry song, “An Ciarrioch Mafl-

aithe.”

They refer to two minerals, always
scarce but nowadays found underground
mainly in the vaults of banks and not in
the Yukon or in Alaska.

Archaeological finds in Ireland indicate
clearly that gold and silver were once
found in some abundance and there’s
fairly wide mention of them in place-

names.

“Ore’ is the anglicised form of “or"*
{gold) and, while it is nearly always gold
that is in question, one must be cautious
because it is also the anglicised form of
““uabhar* (pride).

The well-known ballad, “The Valley of
Knockanore, is a sample of this and
Knockanore near Kerry Head is Cnoc an
Uabhar ( the hill of the pride).

Knockanore in the sense of the Hill of
Gold (gold presumably having been
found there and not, God help us, an
actual HILL ofgoldl) is found in Co.
An Chabhain, Co. Chill Chainnigh and
Co. Phort Liirge.

choiste gno chonraoh

g

na gaeilige

T4 leis seo grianghraf a ghlacadh de Choiste Gné Chonradh na Gaeilge ag an gcéad
chruinnid acu a tiondladh ar 26/5/'79.
Is € Albert Fry, Uachtaran nua an Chonartha atd ag suf sa cheathri dit ar dheis an

phictidir.

Is € Séamus Ruiséal 6 Chathair Chorcaf, Tanaiste nua an Chonartha. T4 sé ag suf sa
cheathrd it ar chl€ an phictidir.

On Oilean Ci6ire off the coest of Co.
Chorcaf, there was in P.W. Joyce’s time
castle ruin” called Dunanore (Din an
Qir - the fort of the gold) and Joyce fur-
ther refers to a Castleoir, “‘a fine circular
fort of the most ancient cyclopean mas-
onry near the village of Ballintogher in
Sligo, three miles from Drumahaire.”

Between Bantry and Dunmanway is
the hill of Mullaghmesha, at the foot of
which is a small pool called Coomanore
(CGm an Oir - the hollow of the gold)
and near Hillsborough in Co an DGin, is
Tullynore (tulach - a small hill).

In the parish of Feakle in Co. an Chlair
is Slieveanore (the mountain of the gold)
and this name is found a little west of
Carrantuohill, in Co. Chiarral, while four
miles .east of Cahir, in Co. Thiobrad

rann is Gortanore (Gort an Oir - the
field of the gold).

According to the bardic annals the
monarch Tighernmas reigned about one
thousand B.C. and was the first to smelt
gold in Ireland. He used it to cover gob-
lets and brooches.

Some 150 years later came a king
named Enna Airgtheach and he was
named from the ancient spelling of “air-
gead” (silver, and, “of course,. also
money).

It is said that he presented silver shields
10 his chieftain friends.

Three miles from Ballycastie in Co.
Aontroma, is Moyarget (Magh airgid -
the plain of the silver) and in the parish
of Tibohine, in Co. Ros Comdin, is
Cloonairgid, which P.W.Joyce points
out is correctly translated to Silverwood.

, Throughout the country are many
small lakes called Lough Anargid or
Lough Anargit (the lake of the silver -
the “an” and the “airgid” having been
squeezed together to make one word).

Undoubtedly these could have beén
named from their bright silvery appear-
ance and not from any silver found
therein or nearby.

Other names occurring frequently are
Lisanargid, Lisheenanargid and Rathan-
argid (all signifying “the fort of the
silver*’) and were probably named in the
belief that treasure was buried there
some time in the past and placed under
the protection of the siua s{ (fairies).

By Lugum

BHI FGGRA fhs na nuachtdin

an tseachtain seo chaite. Léirigh
siad ddinn an staid ina bhfuil sean-
daoine i mBaile Atha Cliath. Ta
roinnt des na seandaoine seo ina

laethila ag gripa dar teideal ' Alone'

SEANDAOINE

gconaf in aiteanna nach gcuirfeadh
feirmeoir muc.

T4 na seandaoine seo tréigthe ag
an Stait. Nf féidir bheith cinnte c&
.mhéid acu a fuair bas an geimh-
readh seo d‘imigh thart ach ar a
laghad fuair beirt acu bés i seomral
a bhi'an-fhuar.

Seo l6irid an-mhaith ar an gcoras
caipitleach. Is iad na daoine is laige
a fhulaingfonn i gconai sna Stait
ata bunaithe ar an gcéras caipit-
leach.

In ainneoin gach rud ata cearr leis
an Ris ni chloisfed a leithéid de
scéal 6n dtir sin riamh.

Caithfimid an céras a athrd. NI’
féidir linn ligint do cdrsai leandint
ar aghaidh mar atd. Ni féidir cdrsai
a athrd laistigh den chéras chaipit-
leach. Caithfimid athrG bundsach a
dhéanamh sa tit seo. T4 géarghd le
Séisialachas.

Ta dualgas ar ghach aon duine
- oibrid nfos déine chun an Sdisial-
achas a thabhairt i bhfeidhm chomh
tapaidh agus is féidir. ‘J




Sticky bhacking for

AN

Brits, Loyalists and
Multi-Nationals

NEARLY TEN years ago the so-called ‘split’ in the Republican
Movement resulted in the formation of the ‘Officials’. Few

could then have pictured the degeneration of the politics of
these people to their current sorry state.

PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NE
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In the recent British elections, masqueradin,
g 1 g as “The Workers’
Party’ they stood on a platform which i is pri
R Al includes this priceless

political and human rights of

This is their response to a
war of national liberation - get
the Brits to ‘guarantee’ human
rights, and ‘rebuild’ the sectar-
ian Orange statelet: But, how
did they arrive at this miser-
able capitulation to loyalism
and imperialism?.

STAGES

Basically, their degeneration can
bé traced back to the influence of
certain ‘intellectyal’ hacks during
the late sixties. These characters
decided that if everything was carr-
ied out in ‘stages’ the national liber-
ation struggle would be successful,

Fair enough, no one is going to
build a new society overnightl But,

Rights which would guarantee the

J ] all, backed by Westminster . . . as
the foundation upon which we can rebuild

Northern Ireland.”

this stages theory meant in fact
restricting the aims of the move-
ment to soalled ‘democratic’
demands fu. the forseeable future.
.From this springs the Sticks’ blind
faith in a Bill of Rights - as though
the Brits would carry out a sort of

?entlemln's agreement  with a
risen peoplel Most clearly: of all,
“this utopian and reformist stages
theory meant oppasition to armed
struggle.

So, by the middle of 1972 the
Sticks had put away their guns (ex-
cept for use against fellow Irish-
men). The logic of their position
was now becoming clearer - do not
do-or say anything that might up-
set the Brits or the Loyalists.

If Loyalist workers do not like the
idea of a United Ireland, just shelve

by
Ciaran Dowd

the idea and pretend that you are
a good Unionist.

If the Brits do not like being shot
at and blown up, then tum away
from the armed struggle and con-
centrate on acceptable ‘bread and
butter’ issues.

STILL SECTARIAN

Now, the main argument of the
Sticks is that Protestant and Cathol-
ic workers can only unite on these
‘economic’ questions. However, his-
tory has shown again and again that
although loyalists might be as ‘mil-
itant’ as any other work force down
at the shipyards or in the factories,
they will still remain sectarian to
the core.

Julrg slad €

“The IRA appear to have the measure of the security
forces and can kill wherever and whenever they wish.
The last time a terrorist was killed in Co. Armagh was
two-and-a-half years ago. It is long past the time since
the correct forces were displayed and proper tactics
used to rectify this horrific imbalance.”

Harold McCusker, Westminster M.P. for Armagh.

“l have become internationally known, in the main
respected and admired.”

Roy Mason preening himself like a puffed-up
parrot in an interview in the Belfast ‘Newsletter’ 4th
June.

“A spokesman for the BBC said that they reserved
the right to allocate less broadcasting time to a Flat
Earth Society candidate than to an Official Unionist

“People are sicR to the teeth with these killings. It's
time the Army’s yellow card was torn up.”
John McQuade, Westminster M.P. for North Belfast.

“The RUC offers rapid promotion within the ranks.”

‘Belfast Telegraph’ headline on ‘careers and
opportunities’ article two days after the IRA had
killed an RUC Superintendent.

“I never thought the day would come when | col.l/d
read more about one of the state’s most embarrassing

dmis in the ‘Manch. Evening News’ rather
than in ‘Socialist Worker”.” :
SW reader, Manchester, letter to British socialist
weekly ‘Socialist Worker’ (2nd June) expressing sur-
prise about that paper’s failure to report the leak of
‘Document 37°.

“It did not seem to be within what we knew that a
man should be obliged to give information which
would incriminate himself”.

Detective Chisf lan of the
Scottish police pointing out in a Glasgow court that
the clause in the Prevention of Terrorism Act which
makes it an offence to refuse to divulge

did. At least forty per cent of the population
of this unfortunate statelet can’t see much difference.
Most reasonable people believe that belief in a flat
earth is less irrational and less socially harmful than
belief in orange unionism.”

‘Homer ‘ column, ‘Andersonstown News’, 2nd June.

“Almost in front of him, beyond the fringe of the
crowd was a ladies’ loo, the size and shape of a tele-
phone kiosk. The door had been left wide open ex-
posing a lidless toilet bowl, but someone had the
good taste to close the door. This revealed written in
chalk: ‘Paisley Go Home — Up Rome’ and ‘Paisley
the Incredible Hulk’.”

Paddy Reynolds, Northern News Editor of the ‘Irish
Press’ writing in that paper (issue dated 31st May) on
an EEC election meeting addressed by lan Paisley in
the open air market at Fairhill, Ballymena.

The Sticks’ backing of the motley crew illusugted above

— Brits, RUC, loyalists and multi-national bi n -
means that they have little or nothing in common with

either rep or

Without breaking the material bas-
is for their relatively privileged pos-
ition - the link with Britain - we
canhot even begin to win over
Protestant workers to Republican
positions. The weakness of the

“Sticky line is shown in that, even in

their own terms, they have not had
any real success.

The main political issues today
centre around the presence of Brit-
ish troops and the division of our

country by imperialism. On these

basic questions the Sticks only slip
further into the miserable swamp of
reformism.

For example, the Brits are mili-
tarily supported in the occupied
six-counties by the local sectarian
forces of the hated UDR and the
RUC. But, not wanting to upset
loyalists, the Sticks offer their
support to a ‘democratic police
force’. Last July’s issue of the
Sticks’ United Irishman’ states that
“Sinn Fein, the Workers’ Party, rec-
ognises that a police service is essen-
tial and that Roman Catholic ana
Protestant armies have played a
major role in frustrating the creat-
ion of such a police service.”

This type of straightforward sell-
out has even embarrassed their one
time allies in the Communist Party
who taught the Sticks the ABC of
‘stages theory’ and reformism.

NONSENSE

In their recent talks with Unionist
politicians the Sticks have clearly
indicated that they now fully
accept a partitionist framework for
their political activity in the North.
They call for ‘devolved

tion struggle not just of the last de-
cade but of the last six decades.

Running through all the bizzare
positions of the Sticks there is one
central illusion - the British state is
‘neutral’ (a sort of referee in the
middle) and the sectarian six-
county statelet obviously reform-
able. The depths of their stupidity
is nowhere better illustrated than
by their call for the British state
which is carrying out the repression
in the six-counties to bring ih a Bill
of Rights. When the RUC commits
‘excesses’ they call on the British
state which has nurtured them %
‘reform’ them!

UNSTUCK

It is on the economy - supposedly
the Sticks main concern - that they
really come unstuck. In their recent
booklet, “The Irish Industrial Revol-
ution’, we find an amazing analysis
- “Basically the Provo bombing
campaign interrupted, a death
struggle (?) between Ulster capital-
ism on the one hand, and on the
other the multi-nationals, of whom
the instruments are the Ministry of
Commerce and the N.I. Finance
Corporation . . . progressive ad-
vance lies unequivocally on the side
of the latter.” This is why the
Sticks are so ecstati¢ about the De
Lorean motor company for ex-
ample.

But experience shows that these
multi-national companies come to
Ireland for a quick ‘rip-off’, not to
provide stable employment for the
work force. The solution to the
problem of unemployment is said
by the Sticks to lie in increased

- that is to say a return to the open-
ly sectarian rule by Stormont.

Why?

Because this will apparently get
the six-counties back to ‘normal*
politics and the irritating ‘national
question’ will fade into the back-
ground.

But this is nonsense -
the

in practice
‘national question’ must be

“In 1970 my political enemies tried the same strategy
in North Antrim when my posters were stuck on
tombstones in a church graveyard, On that occasion
we were able to stop this evil practice.”

lan Paisley complaining that his election posters had
been stuck up on various Tyrone churches by some-
one trying to damage his campaign.

d, not brushed under the car-
pet, before the ‘class politics’ that
the Sticks talk about become of
primary relevance. Because any
‘unity’ on bread-and-butter ‘issues
within the bounds of the six-count-
ies will in practice only be based
on the continuation of loyalist
e

ion.

“The EEC has more than 300,000 tons of butter in
stock and it is getting out of control.”
An unde by C Market Agri

runs totally contrary to normal practices of British law.

C joner, Findalar delach. (lrish News
May 28th).

R T L L L

A pre-condition for the dismant-
ling of the Ascendancy is the
removal of the prop of the British
presence. The Sticks seem blind to

the essential lessons of the libera-

British i (through an all-
iance with the Ministry of Commer-
cel) - never mind if this is a colonial

dministration, not to ion a
capitalist state.

It is basically naive to believe that
the people can benefit from the
actions of a state that is there pre-
cisely to organise the economic sys-
tem which grinds people down and
throws them on the slag heap.

It cannot be repeated too often -
the sectarian six-county statelet
cannot be reformed, it must be
smashed!

The Sticks backing of the British,
loy and the multi-nati
companies means that they have
little or nothing in common with
either republicanism or socialism.
People attracted to this type of
reformist politics would be best
advised to join the ‘Northern Ire-
land Labour Party’ rather than pre-
tending to be republicans. Much
confusion would then be avoided.
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ABOUT TWO thousand Anti-
nuclear demonstrators assembled
at St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin,
to march to the G.P.O. and then
to Leinster House, on Saturday
2nd June.

Many of them carried placards and

up a blind alley ?

The marchers left O’Connell Street to
march back to St. Stephen’s Green via Lein-
ster House. At the Green, music and enter-

i was provided in the bandstand of
the park.

The orga
to great pains to

ot the d ation .went
point out that it was a non-

banners and wore costumes depicting
the dangers of nuclear power. They
shouted slogans about the danger of
radiation, and about the nuclear plant
proposed for Carnsore Point.

When the demonstrators reached the off-
ices of the E.S.B. (Electricity Supply Board)
in Fleet Street, they all sat down in the road
and chanted slogans against the E.S.B. who
would be building the power station at Carn-
sore Point.

The demonstrators then ran across O'Conn-
ell Street bridge and sat down again near the
G.P.O. The large numbers of Special Branch
men, complete with natty sunshine outfits
were then beginning to .get out of breath

ation. This of course was
fi in the i of the t
with the usual overspill from Woodquay and
student groups.

It is sheer foolishness if these people be-
lieve that they can stop the Free State re-
gime building a power station, without gett-
ing involved in political action. Take a look
at Germany, at France, at Japan, and on
Sunday in Northern Spain, where a woman
was shot dead by the state forces, at an anti-
nuclear demonstration.

To build a successful anti-nuclear protest
movement political groups and trade unions
must become involved, otherwise it will just
become another trendy fringe group, leading

with all the running.

people down blind alleys.

LANCA
LOCAL COUNCILS .
BAN SINN FEIN SPEAKERS

TWO PUBLIC MEETINGS due to
be held in Lancashire, as part of a
British tour of the recently-made
“Prisoner of War’ film have been
banned from local council build-
ings, by Lancashire county council
and Manchester city council.

The showings of the film about
Irish political prisoners today, were
due to be accompanied by speakers
from Sinn Fein, from the London-
based Prisoners’ Aid Committee
who produced the film, and from
the socialist group RCG, who or-
ganised the tour.

A meeting had been arranged in Black-
burn Public Library for May 24th. Four

days before the meeting was to take
place, the were i

~ tended day (Thursday 31st May) at
a different venue. It attracted
more than one hundred people and
despite repeated attacks from mem-
bers of the fascist National Front it
went ahead as planned,

The National Front obviously intended
10 prevent the meeting from taking place.
They began by attacking stewards on the
door with steel bars and rocks. But this
attack, which resulted in two people re-
quiring hospital treatment was success-
fully repulsed. The police then arrived
and demanded that the stewards dis-
mantle their defence of the mai
gates| As expected the police allowed
the NF into tie building soon after the
meeting began. However their attempts
to break Into the hal| were easily beaten
and the meeting continued without fur-

by
letter that due to “the publicity . . . and
in particular, on the nature of the speak-
ers* the booking of the library had been
cancelled by the Chairman of Lanca-
shire County Council.

The publicity referred to was a cam-
Ppaign by the local gutter press to have
the meeting banned (‘Council probes
IRA invites’ etc.), ably assisted by the
leader of Blackburn council Labour Par-
ty group, who was “gravely disturbed”
1nat the meeting had been booked in the
first place.

Subsequently the Manchester booking
for May 31st was cancelled by Man-
chester’s Labour Party-controlled Coun-
cil - initially on the pretext that con-
ditions of hire had been breached. When
challenged on this the official concern-
ed admitted that the cancellation was on
the instruction ‘of the Town Clerk be-
cause Sinn Fein were to speak.

Both these acts of censorship reflect
the obsession the British establishment
has about silencing political activity in-
side Britain which questions their role
in the occupied six-counties.

Fascist attack

At very short notice the Manchester
meeting was re-organised on its in-

ther

The film ‘Prisoner of War’ was shown
and there were speakers from Sinn Fein,
RACG and the General Union of Pales-
tinian Students. The latter pointed out
the similarities. between the. Palestinian
and Irish liberation struggles.

After the meeting ended the audience
left under a hail of smoke bombs and
fascist sbuse.

Dumbarton

A street meeting organised by the RCG
and supporters of its bulletin ‘Hands Off
Ireland!” in Sgotland was stopped by the
police in Dumbarton shopping centre on
Saturday 26th May. The speakers wers
threatened with the Public Order Act
1936 and an inspector warned that if the
meeting continued he would charge the
speakers with obstruction,

This repressive action came after
speeches which had argued for POW
status for the men on the blanket and it
drove home one of the points that speak-
ers were making - that the British imper-
ialist_state will go to whatever lengths
necessary to try to silence those who

DURHAM PRISON

PICKET

There was a well-attended pic-
ket  of Durham prison on
Sunday afternoon, 27th May.
Altogether almost fifty people
attended, amongst them were
the Tyneside Irish Solidarity

Rebel and Revolution youth
groups ‘and members of var-
ious socialist groups.

The picket was organised by the
Pearse/McDaid Sinn Fein Cumann,),

Campaign, members of the

® Black youths are a standard target for police brutality.

STATE RACISM AND
THE IRISH CONNECTION

To'p of the link b

Bir who together with
members of Birmingham United

what they call “state racism” the

(UTOM) are holding a protest march in London together with various

Black and Asian groups.

The demonstration is on Saturday 16th June starting at 2 pm from
) Speakers Comer, London. The protestors| demands are: *
SMASH STATE RACISM! ~
REPEAL THE PREVENTION OF TERRORISM ACT!
REPEAL THE IMMIGRATION ACTS!
REPEAL THE ‘SUS’ LAW!
The East London UTOM have produced a leaflet entitled ‘State

Racism and the Irish connection’,

The leaflet points out that “at first glance there might appear to be

little connection between a Section

1976 Prevention of Terrorism Act and the 1971 Immigration Act.” Yet
“these three laws, which are supposed

threaten in sny way its occu-
Ppation of Ireland.

, are in reality used

various laws in England and
United Troops Out Movement

of the 1824 Vagrancy Act, the

to control crime, terrorism and

specific minority communities.”

y to and

PP

.
® Hugh Doherty

Troops Out Movement, made a 430
mile round trip to the prison. It was
part of the Sinn Fein Cumann’s on-
going campaign to highlight the
conditions under which Irish POWs
are held in England. The campaign
involves picketing one prison every
month, hail, rain or snow, also diss-
eminating information about the
POWSs through the medium of the
P.O.W. bulletin, a monthly news-
sheet.

The tricolour was flown: outside
the jail and protestors waved plac-
ards demanding: Political status for
Irish POWs, Stop the torture in
British - jails, Solidarity with Ann
and Eileen Gillespie and Hughie
Doherty. These are the thiee POWs
in Durham prison.)

There was a reception party of
police to greet the picketers. The
inspector in charge was clearly not
amused at the spectacle the picket
was providing for the many tourists
wandering around the narrow
streets of Durham. One passerby
(an ex-Brit) muttered “We used to
shoot people like them in Ireland”
and moved.oﬂ quickly.

(1]
WAKEFIELD PRISON
PICKET
1:30 p.m - 3:30 p.m.
Sunday 24th June
Transport to the prison will leave Bir-
mingham Hall of Memory car park
at 10:30 a.m. 2
Organised by Pearse/McDaid
Sinn Fein Cumann, Birmingham.




They’ll come some moming early,
Long before the break of dawn,
Quickly, silently, through the dark,
Their faces blackened, but drawn.

Most will be just boys,
Scared but feigning unconcern,
Knowing the people hate them,
But for reasons they never learn.

They’ll take up their positions,
Picked in some operations room,
They now feel so cold and eerie,
In shadow of street lamp and
moon.

They’ll hammer on the front door,
After quietly surrounding the

back,

“Open up, this is the British army,

Under the Emergency Provisions

Act.”

Children, sleepy-eyed and crying,
Dragged from warm, cosy beds,
They’re searching for ammunitions,
At least that’s what they said.

But they’ll all recognise you; .
From a photo they’ve seen before,

It was in their “top twenty” last

week,

But it’ll be there no more.

They’ll leave an hour or so later,
Cold, alone and dejected,

To be gone for God knows how
long,

Bitter
memories

When it’s quiet, | can hear the cars,
On the M1 go rushing to and fro,
And | remember times | passed

there,
Not so very long ago.

Then | saw the grey fortress,

Its watchtowers stretching to the
clouds,
And in the night, eerie and myster-
ious,
In yellow halo, or shroud.

It holds bitter memories for many,
Who have passed through its gates,

And some left again without mem-

ories,

Here they met their fate.

How many more must leave this
camp?

Like Coney and Heaney to name
but two,
Think as you read this small poem,
The next one could be me
or you!

SIX 0°CLOCK KNOCK

the poems printed on this page were
wrmen by ‘blanket men’ incarcerated in the
H-Blocks of Long Kesh. The poems were

smuggled out of the H-Blocks on small scraps
of paper..

PEAcE — . And all you do is kill us, :
N Shoot us down in the street, But what could compare with them,
You with kifd, outstreched hand Rohiog Wiiland,

K E E P E Rs And rifle to “keep the peace”| You may think you've seen the prison,

The strangest dream |'ve ever had s
Came true to me last night. As he was

Came out of the crowd and spoke to me,

s &

1t’s hard to describe the H-Blocks,
To make you understand,

Thanks to the B.B.C.,

% You talk about the plebiscite, But they never filmed the blanket-cell,
We saw you on'T.V. again, “The people want us to stay”, Where they keep me.
Telling us we were to blame, There are thirty-two counties here, Wl . B
But your words are hollow, But only six have any say.

They always are the same.

Tell me, wha.gave you the right,

You're here to keep the peace, . Tosubject our land, o
With armoured cars and guns, To hold our people to ransom, ,;I':g;";‘;;‘]".‘; ;’;3 f::.;"' o,
Special laws and Diplock courts, With armies big and grand? <

Used against our bravest ones.

To fill the clammy air,
To catch you suddenly in the throat,
And the bile comes rushing there.

Lice to eat and irriate you,
From dusk “til light of dawn.

Sea gulls

| like to watch the seagulls,

Like in suspended animation, Earth could
They stop-but never fall, I'd be free

A starry sea

Staring silent through the bars,

At growing moon and twinkling stars,
At majestic clouds of silver grey,
Softly lighted, they sail away,

Drifting endlessly on a velvet sea,
Forever moving, forever free,

Who could paint such wondrous sights,
Of cloud and moon on Winter’s nights,
Useless words for breathless scenes,
Unknown in our wildest dreams.

And the mellow early evening,

Drift on air currents in the sky, Is pierced with their joy-free call,
So easy and so effortless, r | wish | was a seagull,
As the gentle breeze goes by, 1'd drift and soar on high,

—
N There's the stench of stinking maggots,
For here in dirt they thrive,
i That heavy stench like putrid flesh,
How well they can survive.

' The food is cold and tasteless,
Greasy, on a plastic plate,

You never get it early -

But then it's colder served up late.

Buckets of water and disinfectant,
Are thrown into our cells,

The screws going away laughing,

Another job done well.

never bind me,
in an empty sky.

A TRICK
OF TIME

Memories, - are they ever true,
Or does everything change with
time?
My memories of the past,
They seem to glow and brightly
shine,
But was everything so easy then,
Did the words and story always
rhyme?
Or are memories images,
Not life at all,
A helpful trick of time?
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For heroes from the past came back, He moved very slow, yet with pride he said,
To tell me | was right. He knew that we would win.

There stood a crowd in my H-Block cell, The just must suffer so dont despair,
And the first face | did see, Yes we must all fight on,

And as | looked, | saw this man,

“Twas our own James Connolly. No other than Michael Gaughan.

His face was sad as he looked around, As | lie here now reflecting back,

My dirty prison cell, On what was a wonderful dream,
And as he did | knew for sure, 1 wonder could it have been true,
His grief he could not tell. So real to me did it seem.

Then out from the crowd there stepped, For strength so great it has given me,
A man whose face | also knew, To carry on our fight, -

For fifteen years this man, Tom Clarke, Just to prove to the British,

Had suffered solitary confinement too. That |, not they, am right.

WHAT COULD COMPARE?

But they keep up the harassment,

+ The doctor, yes he’ll treat you,

My country free of chains,

| almost cried when, the next man came,

oh! so thin,

Your beddlnq dmp and xmellv
From lying on the floor,

And then you wonder to yourself,
Can they really do much more?

Banging doors in the night,
Always pushing and provoking,
Hoping that you'll fight.

And when you've taken all you can,
You face them man to man,

There's five or six outside the door,

To quickly lend a hand.

‘Young men just waste away,
Christ, it's something to see,

| wish that | could watch myself,
To see if this is really me.

Though not exactly here,
“Step round into the medical room,
But first put on the gear!”

For priviliges we do not care.

| want no favours,
|’m demanding what is mine,

And status ‘til that time.
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Two Cork patriots commemorated

THE NATIONAL GRAVES ASSOCIATION commem-

orated the memories of two Cork patriots on Sunday
May 6th. The arrangements were made by the Cork
committee under their Chairman, Stephen Leonard.

The first tribute was paid
the Republican plot, St. Fin-
bar’s cemetery, to the memory
of Cork Lord Mayor Terence
MacSwiney (who died on
hungerstrike  in  Brixton
in 1920) on the occasion of
the centenary year of his birth,

Later a group of two hund-
red people assembled at the
grave of Denis Hegarty, 2nd
Bartalion, Cork Brigade, IRA
for the unveiling of a head-
stone to his memory. He was

corthy.

: : ? bt of d

Killed by British forces on Jan-  year of the birth of Padraig overlord, Atkins, with you; amenes ‘l’,'m,," e o

uary 19th 1921, Pearse, in this rebel county of and let us create the Ireland the B thousandstiike him: from
The memorial was blessed by  Cork, the county of MacSwin- visualised by MacSwiney,

the parish priest and unveiled
by an old comrade. A decade
of the rosary in Irish was re-

cited by @ member of Na
Flanna Eireann and a salute
was sounded” by members of
the Cork Volunteer Band. A
colour party was provided by
the Republican Movement.

The oration was delivered by
Sean O Duill, a local councill-
or and a member of the Ennis-
committee of
National Graves Association.

He concluded his oration:

At this graveside, in this
vear of 1979, the centenary

ey, McCurtain and Davis, the
county of the men and women
that beat the Black and Tans,

the

of our fallen heroes.

£ 2.2.0.0.2.2.0.2.2.2.2.0.0.0.22.2.90.9.2299¢¢

Birthday

CAMPBELL. Mart (H4 Block)
Hepoy s0n. We're thinking of you aiways.
From ;Do e Famby

CCAMPBELL. Mart (H4 Block)
Congratulations to my loving husband on. his
. From his andson.

CCAMPBELL, Mart (H4 Block)
Birthday grestings from

CAMPBELL, Matt (H4 Block)

All the bast on your birthdsy Matt. Hope your next
one Is spent in bettar surroundings. From Ann, Rolsin,
Mary, Veronica and Michasl.

CLARKE. Jossph (HS Block]
Congratulgtions Jossph on your 21st. We cannot
9ve you the right key but you have the key 10 our hearts

love. Liam, Belle and Family.

CCLARKE. Jaseph (HS Block)

on your 21st Joseph. Irelana unfres
shall never be st pesce. From Uncle Tony Waksfield.
urTP

Greetings

CLARKE. Joseph (H5 Block)
Happy 218t birthday Joseph. We wish you
You wish yoursalf. Good huck from Anne and Joe.

CCLARKE, Joseph (H5 Block).

Congratulations on your 21st. A blanket ls the most
noble. closk you can wesr. Love Manus and Mary.
uTe. .

McHENRY, Seamus (Cage 8]
Birthday

take this special dey to bring you fo my mind, for a dey
Without @ thought of you is very hard 1o find. Your
loving sister Kathissn. JOOX
MCcHENRY, Seamus (Cage §)

Happy birthday Sesmus. No fathar could be prouder
than | sm of you today. Love Dad.

Happy |
all your family.

McPHILLIPS, Junior (Portisoise Jail)
birthday

. Thinking of you siways. From

REPUBUGAN GUMMEM[]RATI(]N GOMMITTEE

BODENSTOWN ..

Sunday
A 17 June ’79

Oration by

Chairman

Chief Marshall

the county that gave so much
to the culture and thinking of
Gaelic Ireland, we say to the
British — GET OUT and t
your murderers and agents and
S.A.S. thugs end your new

Davis, Pearse and Connolly; an
Ireland fit to hold the graves

Sean 0°Duill, Sinn Fein
councillor in  Ennis-
corthy, who gave the
oration.

“Speaking s one born near
historic Kilanne and now liv-
ing on the slopes of Vinegar
Hill and therefore a proud
Wexfordman, | will now pub-
licly declare that we all owe an

uumv n-mnu---m

imoneoned by the Britieh

Far dusrer the grave or the prisan.
IMurm'd by one patriot nama.

Than the trophies of all who have risen.
On Liberty’s s to fame.

IN MEMORIAM

Moverrar n North A/magh rememtes weth prds e come st
o”u-nu—-\ who died on the 41h Jure, \m-m.'—vmmu-.mm——

HEANEY, Henry (15t anniversary]
In proud

Dear irsiand take hm 10 (7 vy breast this soidier who died for thes,
Within thy bosom let e rest among the martyrs sanctified.

Jure, 1978, Long Kesh

HEANEY, Henry (15t snniversary)

who think of y

o
Jumum say. Avays

Briten gaciers. Wl thame.

HEANEY, Herwry (18t snriversary)
I proud and loving

Austin snd Nismh,

HEANEY, Henry (1t anniversary]

mamory of our desr father who ded 4th June, 1978. We often speak about you with
love and sad regrat and we who love you dearly are the ones who won't forget. Sacly memed by Angee

the generous rebel county of
Cork and we are mindful of
your recent contribution to
the cause of Irish Freedom.

DINES, Sammy (M5 Block)
tulations

June, 1978, Long Kash. Oid ireland he lowed weh

. He fought

sone-iev-law.

HEANEY, Henry (1t snniversary)

Queen of the Geel pray for him.

HEANEY, Henry (151 snniversary)
tnpmuu-d

In loving memory of my dear husband Henry, who died 4th June, 1578, in Musgrave Park Hospital (Miitary
Wing). Trus to God and the land whose cause he loved. Always remembersd by b loving wifs Teresa. Mary

loving memory of our dear father Henry who died 4th June, 178. Not just today but every day
Temember shways. His s0n Brian, Long Kash, deughters Margarst and Maurita.

by a8 his sons snd

you all the way. Love from your mum, dad snd
brothers and sisters.

DINES, Sammy (H5 Block)

10 the blanket men. Love from your friend
GORMAN, Michas! (H5 Block)

Marian, Ricky and Paui,

MCKEOWN, Kieran (HS Block)
Two years on the blanket. Thers ia not a day goes by
Nl"dnnthVw God bless you and all your
pals. Victory 1o the blankst men. From Colum and

GERRY. ADAMS
* JOE CAHILL

GEAROID Mac CARTHAIGH
ASSEMBLE AT SALLINS 2.15p.m.

FM

Solidarity
Greetings

McKEOWN, Kieran (HS Block)

Victory to the blankst men. You are my brother, my
friend. my pal, forget you | never shall. Al our love,
Vincent and Elesn.

McKEOWN, Kieran (H5 Block)

Congratulations Kieran on completing two yesrs on
the blsnket. All our love and support 1o you end your
friends on the blanket. Aunt Sarsh, Aunt Mary, Gerard
and Eizabeth. We have brave men. but we'l never

Congranis-
Sons t cur son Sean snd his comvads Tom Kelly on

me Lord, | am not mesk. | cannot tm t Nm the
other ches £ Rather t thes for vengeance do | cry.
Tooth for 100th, dear Lord, eye for an eys. God bless

FITZSIMONS. Sesn (H4 Block)
Two years on the blankst 9th June. | sshste you and

s00n, God bless. From brothar Bobby. U.T.P.
FITZBIMONS, Sean (H4 Block)

Two ysars on the blankst on 9th June. It s not thoss
who can Infict the most but those who can endure
c

victory.
Granda, Ardglass. U.T.P.

FITZSIMONS, Sean (H4 Block)

Two years on the blankst on Sth June. Congratule-
tons Sean for having the coursge snd detarmination t
complete two yesrs on the blankat. Irelend unfres
shall never be st pasca. Grestings from Uncle Herry
and Cousin Hugh (HS). U.T.P.

FTZBIMONS, Sean (H4 Block)

Two years on the blankst on Sth June. Congratus-
tons on two years on the blankst in
Englancrs hall hole. We have had great men but wa'd
have befter. Grastings from Aunt Meura, Uncle

Injustices.
@way. Victory 1o you Sesn and all your brave
Love “Uirtie Sistar” Marie. U.T.P.

m-s-rummy—-mmm

Two years on the blanket on Sth June. Congratu-

for you is that
won. Grestings fram Uncle Bobby, Aunt Jean and
mu‘rr

Twinbrook RAC Thanks

out of the estate. We hope for your support for future
marches.

March to Wolfe Tone Street and*then

EVE OF WOLFE TONE
COMMEMORATION
Saturday June 16th 3 p.m.
Assemble 44, Parnell Square .
DUBLIN

to G.P.O. for H-Block Meeting.
All Cumann banners please.

H-BLOCK
. PLAY

An H-Block play, based on the thoughts
of a blanket man, has been produced by
two young men from Belfast’s Ardoyne
area. It portrays a blanket-man in a
mock-up H-Block cell covered in a blank-
et.

To date the play has toured many
clubs in Belfast and has been very warm-
ly received.

Anyone wishing to stage a showing of
the play should contact:

Ardoyne Advice Centre

Brompton Park, Belfast Tel: 740168.

COMHAIRLE CUIGE LAIGHEAN

Monthly Meeting

on Sunday June 10th

at No. 5 Blessington Street
DUBLIN
2.30 p.m. sharp
two delegates from each
Comhairle Ceanntair to attend.
Observers welcome.

Buses for Bodenstown

LURGAN
Sunday 17th June
Leave North Streetat9a.m.
Tickets available from Sinn Fein Centre,
77 North Street, Lurgan. Tel. 6795.
Seats (£3 each) should be booked

BELFAST

in advance.
CO. DERRY

Buses leave 7.30 a.m.

Departure pomls.

DUBLIN Busy Bee, Andersonstown

Sunday 17th June

i Departure points:
Leave 44, Parmell Square at12,0000, s..J.:'.l"."..'I'Z'i.m. MAGHERA . . . . BRACKAGH HALL
Tickets available from 44 Parnell Square LAVEY . . e ,T_’?:;:_::g:;
Dunville Park, Falls Road KILREA. ... ....

Anyone who has billets to offer for the Ardoyne Advice centre MAGHERAFELT. . . KlNG STREET
night of Saturday June 16th in Dublin. | For tickets (fare £3) and precise datails BALLYCASTLE
please contact 44, Pamell Square, Dublin. contact Sinn Fein advice centre, O, ANTRIM

Phone 747611. 85b Falls Road. Tel: 23214 -

Published by AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS
44 Parneil Square, Dublin 1. Tel: 747611, and 170a Falls Raod Belfast. Tel: 46841 Telex 747523

Leaves the Diamond at 7 a.m.

BELFAST
H-BLOCK MARCH AND RALLY
Ardoyne
Sunday 24th June
Assemble 2:30 p.m
Bone/Ardoyne Memori

SINN FEIN PUBLIC LECTURE
“Republicanism and Socialism
Perspectives for the Future”
Speaker: Aindreas O' Ceallachain
3 p.m. Sunday 10th June
Intercounty Hotel
LIFFORD
Co. Donegal
Organised by West Tyrone Comhairle
Ceanntair Sinn.Fein.

DUBLIN
Bodenstown Ceili
THE CLARE MANOR HOTEL
SUNDAY 17th JUNE, 1979
Eamon Ceannt Ceili Band
9p.m.—1am. — Bus back to city.

aille (including Supper) £2:50

Prominent Republican speakers. T i
Organised by Sinn Fein.

BRITS IN the North continue to
display suicidal tendencies whilst
driving. Yet another Brit has died
to add to the mounting cost in lives
paid by the Brits for their occu-
pation of the six-counties.

morning of Thursday 31st May a 22-year-
old British officer was lullaq when his
car crashed into a wall at the junction of

At six o‘clock in the early hours of the

Suicidal Brits

Lambeg Road and Bell's Lane in Dun-
murray on the outskirts of West Belfast,
only a few hundred yards away from the
nationalist estate of Twinbrook.

The dead Brit was Lieutenant Nigel
Brewer from Bromley, Kent and whilst
the Brits claimed that he was a member
of the Royal Corps of Transport, it is
more then likely that he was a member
of the supposedly elite SAS, whose
suicidal tendencies are well known.
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