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Belfast Brigade, Oglaigh
na hEireann, in a recent
statement, has advised
Nationalists to avoid con-
tact and proximity to
Crown Forces when on
the streets as it prepares
for an escalation of the
war against British occu-
pation of the six counties.
Having already deployed
snipers around west Bel-
fast, the statement said,
“we would call on civil-
ians not to allow them-
selves to be human
shields by being close to
checkpoints where
Crown Forces are pre-
sent. When they are on
patrol civilians should
not walk alongside them
in Belfast”. Belfast Bri-
gade also warned Loyal-
ists that, while they *“do
not want to become in-
volved in a tit— for— tat
campaign with Loyal-
ists... we will not sit by
and watch the nationalist
community being at-
tacked and we are
watching north Belfast
very closely.” Condemn-
ing the Provisionals’ un-
stoppable shift towards

joiing the new policing boards, and copper— fastening their partnership with the British government,
Oglaigh na hEireann emphasised the Republican position- “we do not agree with anyone joining the new
policing boards and would call on all nationalists not to be duped into joining them. The PSNI are admin-
istrators of British rule in Ireland.”. The leadership made it clears that the peoples’ army is the only polic-
ing nationalists need. Denying the common- garden stories of criminality, drug dealing etc, so common
from the reactionary press and the Brit establishment, bearing in mind that no Volunteers have ever been
arrested or convicted of any link to drugs or criminality. On the other hand, they perform services to the
community that the RUC/ PSNI never did, not only defending nationalists from external attack but from
troubled elements within the community such as drugs or gangsterism (always encouraged by the RUC!):
“verv recently we expelled a number of criminals from the Lower Falls and we have expanded (cont. P.2)
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to include north Belfast. Criminals have been threatening People yq:
ow building a profile on these people.” Bejr Bual g Sing
to split, divide and run down the republicap g
d by, the original betrayal of the republic by Sin;l

(From Front Page) our operations
the Real IRA name. Oglaigh na hEireann is n
that there have been multiple attempts recently
ment, which stem from, and have been encourage : .
Fein ;n 1998. Eamon Lynch, writing in the Irish Echo put it thus: _“wamg a.c?epted' th.e bona figeq of
the Northern Ireland [sic] state and spent four years as an en.thusmstlc' participant in 'fs administra.‘
tion, it is farcical for Sinn Fein to insist that nationalists contmug to reject the state police ag illegit;.
mate”. Sinn Fein have shifted politically in a way they were callmg on the RUC to do for yeays_ yet
faced with minimal, and hardly fundamental! change in the sectarlarf §tatelet a'nd the RUC/PSN], the
response of the Provisional hm‘)ds has been to enforce control over militant nationalist youth for the !
Brits in a way the RUC could only ever have dreamed of. Beir Bua! would also like to know the souy
of the wild and frankly bizarre stories circulating in the media of so— called ‘gun exchanges’ with the
UFF/LVEFE. A spokesman for IRA Belfast Brigade said, “ we acutely concerned as to where these stor
. are coming from that are suddenly appearing now. If these ;
facts were known a year ago [as was claimed— BB, why are
they only now coming to light.” The spokesperson explaine
obviously using words of one syllable for those who give thes
fairy tales any credence at all- that there was no reason at 5
8 for the Army to “jeopardise our potential support by meeti,
¥ those who have murdered our people over the last 30 years”’
We can only assume that, following the recent treason ema-
nating from Portlaoise and the expulsion with ignominy froi
Oglaigh na hEireann of those who would try and split the
movement for selfish ends, the Brits and their lackeys see a
opportunity for further black ops and propaganda. As An-
thony McIntyre wrote recently, “there are leaders all too wi
ing to trade freedoms for fiefdoms and totally disregard or |
Piastic bullets on the increase~ over 100 last year com- exploit the sacrifices of those on the ground to ensure that |
ot 8020 i 2001. What ‘chanie” (1SS Ger?  their own political careers hurtle into even higher orbits™.

U.S. PULL OUT OF SHANNON AIRPORT

As reported in the last issue of Beir Bual, the protests surrounding the use of Shannc
Airport by the US military machine continued and intensified. People ranging from i
ternational peace activists to Irish republicans, but mostly just ordinary people ma
ing a stand against imperialism through consistently shouting (and more!) with
voice at last seem to have made Bush’s government sit up and listen, and Ahern's
count the cost of betraying the nations’ historic neutrality. |

Shannon Airport ceased to function as a military re-fuelling point/ stopover for Unitey
States military flights to the Gulf last week (early February). Ahern said this W
‘nothing to do with security issues at the airport’, even though World Airways "3
stated that was diverting all its flights through Frankfurt instead ‘for the immediate
ture’. The announcement will be greeted by nothing if not approval.

Irish sovereignty, at a time when it is under attack more than ever, needs Ahern’s °
trayal of our neutrality and involvement in Bush/ Blair's imperialist war not at all.
Blair is Bush’s’ lapdog, Aherne surely seems to want to be their kitten!

te inc

The government even went as far as locking up five protesters after two separ@ :
dents, which involved damage to an American plane following the intervention of t
Irish National Army. Even though one member of the Seanad, Senator Brendan RY A
stated that if he thought it would do any good, he would drive to Shannon himself wi 7
a hatchet in the back of his car! :
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The Republican Challenge

By Francis Mackey, Chairperson, 32 County Sovereignty Movement

e challenge facing Republicans at present is how the Republican position of upholding and pro-
ting national Sovereignty be best achieved. Spin and counter— spin leaves it difficult for the
sh people to have a clear view when making a decision. Anti— sovereignty propaganda emanat-
from the pro— establishment parties further compounds these difficulties.

erefore in addressing this subject it is important to continually highlight the illegal position of
British government in Ireland. The Irish people have never cast a vote for the continuation of
tish interference in our affairs and it is widely recognised both nationally and internationally
t the Irish people continue to be denied their fundamental right to self— determination.

also important to state that when the Irish people do cast their vote it is always with the Brit-
gun pointing at them, thus the propaganda statements of “peace or war”.

ublicans are not opposed to peace and strive to investigate all options in the search for that
ceful alternative in a principled way. That is why the 32 County Sovereignty Movement have
ed our sovereign claim at the United Nations, the recognised body for settling international
utes: and the dispute between the Irish nation and the British government fulfils that criteria.

this stage I am not going into detail on how the British government have contravened interna-
al law— that is for another day.

republican challenge requires all sections of republicans to be open and honest with the Re-
lican base on how they are upholding and protecting national sovereignty. A number of
ups and individuals are on record of their opposition to the internal settlement contained in the
d Friday Agreement. I would urge everyone supporting this ideal and the leaders of such
ps both look seriously and genuinely at this issue and to unite on this single issue. This should
prejudice in any way your rights or membership of your respective political parties.

t then leaves provisional Sinn Fein who claim to uphold the republican position and who since
ing the GFA frequently refer to the sovereignty of the Irish people. The challenge to Gerry

ms and the Sinn Fein leadership is to unambiguously explain to the Irish people how, having
ed the GFA, which gives legitimacy to the illegal sovereign claim of the British government in
occupied six counties, can he claim to uphold Irish national sovereiguty. That contradiction is
reflected in the Sinn Fein constitution where it states, “re-asserted the right of the lrish na-
to sovereign independence” and “Whereas the people of Ireland never relinquished the claim
eparate nationhood”. Their constitution continues, “A~ that the allegiance of lrishmen and

en is to the sovereign state, as proclaimed in 19167, and “B- That the sovereignty and unity

¢ Republic are inalienable and non- judicial”.

ust say that for upholding these principles of the constitution I along with others were sus-

ded from Sinn Fein and are STILL awaiting clarification as to how that move was legal within
t constitution. The Sinn Fein leadership must fully explain their undemocratic move to accept-
John Hulmes’ principle of consent on this matter and come clean on their leadership strategy
t was totally rejected by the Republican base at Letterkenny, Co. Donegal. Here the base re-
ted the Downing Street Declaration, which was in fact the basis of the GFA contained in the

mework document.
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The Republican Challenge

(Continued from page 3)

I believe Republicans have a moral responsibility to de-
fend and protect national sovereignty, being the only
reason why since 1916 Republicans through every gcn—
eration have paid the supreme sacrifice with their lives..
It is not enough to criticise with derogatory remarks,
when in fact national sovereignty is under the greatest
threat ever from the British government.

REPUBLICAN RESIS.-
TANCE CALENDARS
NOW AVAILABLE!

The Omagh Victims Relatives Group has
apparently recently ‘condemned’ a ¢g|.
endar of Oglaigh na hEireann.

Bearing the slogan, “Republican Resijs-
tance!”, a page for each month of the
year shows in various operations, and
demonstrations by the men and women
of Oglaigh na hEireann, including volun-
teers, armed and balaclavad in combat
gear, carrying pistols, machine guns,
and a sniper rifle. The BBC operation of
last year, and an IRA salute at a Repub-
lican funeral are also shown. It was re-
cently made available in areas of Derry,
and its fame has spread.

Regardless of attempts to prevent its
circulation, however, the calendars final
page shows the Army won’t be stop-
ping- or going away, you know! The final
page, a message for 2003, simply
says... “See you in the new year.”

I reiterate again that the issue for all Republicans is pro-
tecting National Sovereignty. The challenge then, to
Gerry Adams is, will you lead Sinn Fein towards uphold-
ing the national Sovereignty of the Irish people by pub-
licly stating your support for our peaceful legal chal-
lenge- and if not, will you outline you reason for refusal.

Republicans must be strong and principled in this chal-
lenge and we all have a responsibility through our ac-
tions that Irish national Sovereignty is not damaged any
further. Being united on this single issue will have long
and enduring success for the Irish people in their quest
for national self— determination.

Sincerely, Francis Mackey,
Chair, 32 County Sovereignty Movement

X DE °E OF THE NATION AND IRISH NATIONAL
OVEREIGNTY...AN PHOBLACHT ABU!

HOME COUNTIES: 32csm.london@amserve.net (07929 318 547)
EAST/ CENTRAL LONDON: eastlondon32csm@hotmail.com (07813 287 541)

NORTH WEST ENGLAND: manchester32csm@Ilhotmail.com

liverpool32csm@hotmail.com

oldham32csm@hotmail.com
MIDLANDS: blrmlngham32c:sm@hotmail. com

SCOTLAND: glasgowszcsm@hotmall. com
dundee.?zcsm@hotmail. com

The Editors of Beir Bua! Welcome all letters, com
them as brief and to the point as possible— th,ey m:;’ell)l:sé :iltlzids'uggestions. Please keep

Go raibh mile maith agaibh. MAIL TQ. beirbua@hotmail.com

, , " . e
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IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 31- 02- 03
32 CSM NEW YEARS’ STATEMENT 2003

The failure of the Stormont Agreement and the continuing interference by the British Govern-
ment in Irish affairs demonstrates clearly that the core issue of National sovereignty remains
unresolved within that agreement. The suspension again of the Assembly further highlights
that the occupied Six Counties cannot be reformed under British rule and the present attempt
at normalisation can only fail in an Undemocratic state, The Irish people cannot be forced to
make decisions while the British guns are pointing at them. That failure has sentenced future
generations to the same sectarian fate we have suffered over the past 80 years and particularly
over the past 30 years.

The year ahead Republicans face the greatest challenge ever to the legitimacy of their position,
given the weight of opposition from those who have compromised the sovereignty of the Irish
Nation and the extreme lengths the British Government are going to protect their interests
here. Republicans will have to be pragmatic and unified in upholding Irish National Sover-
eignty, established by the Irish people under direction from the principled stand of the 1916
leaders. Republicans should have belief in the strength of their convictions and we must be
prepared to make positive decisions based on fact and with the correct analysis.

In 2003 the issue of policing will be a determining factor, whether or not to accept what the
British Government proposes, that is, Can nationalists accept a police force upholding the in-
terests of the foreign government? The answer should be simple. No one could accept such a
sectarian force irrespective of the tinkering that is going on at present. The PSNI are not ac-
ceptable given their continued targeting of Nationalists and their links to involvement in mur-

der and harassment of the nationalist people.

In extending seasons greeting to all the Irish people and we particularly remember all POW's
incarcerated in gaols in Ireland, England and across the world. We hope your freedom will be
soon and in the meantime we have a responsibility to expose the Human Rights abuses you are

currently enduring. We highlight particularly the ongoing dangers in Maghaberry gaol
whereby the British government have reneged on their agreement made following the death of

Bobby Sands and his comrades and are now forcing integration with loyalists. Segregation is a
basic human right to ensure the safety of these men and it must be restored before serious in-

jury or death occurs.

As we move forward in 2003 republicans must be very clear what unites us is the desire and
the desire of the Irish people to be free.

What divides us is political leaders who have failed to establish the only alternative to British

rule in Ireland.

“REMEMBER- THOSE FIGHTING ALONSIDE US
TODAY ARE FIGHTING FOR POLITICAL LIB-
ERTY. BUT WE ARE FIGHTING FOR ECONOMIC

LIBERTY AS WELL. HOLD ON TO YOUR GUNS/!”

James Connolly, Commandant General, Dublin Division, Irish Republican Army.
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Belmarsh Pro-
test Ended

Republicans were relieved to learn that the protest by two Irish
prisoners in Belmarsh Gaol has ended. The prison authorities met
the men on February 6th 2003 and after discussion issues were
resolved to the satisfaction of all. Beir Bua! Would like to thank
the IRPWA for keeping us all updated on the plight of Irishmen in
gaol in Ireland and England. We hope that the same common-
sense approach will be adapted in all other matters concerning
prisoners both at home an abroad. Unfortunately, this seems
unlikely, as the IRPWA statement below shows. Further word
from inside Belmarsh suggests that the Prison authorities, far
from learning a lesson from the men's’ spirited stance, seem intent
on trying to take back the few rights guaranteed previously them.
Republicans should take note not only that Irishmen are guaran-
teed a hard time in British prisons, but their families are too. Beir
Bua! has learnt that HM Prisons may be introducing ‘new’- i.e.
curtailed— visiting times for prisoners. Previously families visiting
the ‘Slovak three’- Michael McDonald, Fintan O’Farrell, and
Declan Rafferty— at Whitemoor Prison, Cambridgeshire, and Full
Sutton Prison. Yorkshire, could take advantage of relatively cheap
air flights from Ireland mid— week- since they could visit on Tues-
days and Wednesdays. With visits now apparently being re-
stricted to weekends, the sheer cost of visiting loved ones could
become so prohibitive as to make the visit almost impossible. The
one thing ALL prisoners deserve— and are entitled to— is the guar-
antee of regular visits by the few people who care for them- as do
the families themselves. We urge all our readers to please send a
donation. the more the better, to the Irish Republican Prisoners’
Welfare Association, in order to enable people— innocent of any
crime!- to do nothing more than visit their loved ones incarcerated
for their political activities.

IRPWA PRESS RELEASE:

The latest news out of Maghaberry is as bleak as the weather we
are all experiencing. The authorities appear hell- bent on making
life even more miserable for the Republican prisoners being held
there. Not only are they being forced to share accommodation
with loyalists, with all the inherent dangers that presents particu-
larly at this very volatile time, but now the weather s also being
used as an excuse to keep men locked up for aimost 24 hrs a
day. Republican prisoners are being allowed out of their cells for
the briefest of spells to make a short phone call home and are
then locked up for the rest of the day . The prison autherities
need to look very closely at their contingency plans when a few
inches of snow causes chaos with their staffing arrangements-
staff shortage is NO excuse! It can be all too tempting to turn
over in bed on a cold snowy morning and not turn in for work but
when the result is such inhuman treatment of vulnerable prison-
ers it is intolerable. We consider this treatment to be totally un-
acceptable and against their human rights. We call on the prison
Service to treat these Republican prisoners with the dignity and
compassion they deserve.
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JOIN THE

AND JOIN THE
FIGHT FOR
POLITICAL

STATUS FOR
POW’S!
WON IN ‘81-
LOST IN ‘98.

07801-

|
L]

i

| 729 412
Donations:Alc
88919077
Sort code:
98.00.15

SUPPORT
YOUR
POW’S!

IRPWA- NORTH BUILD-
ING, TWIN SPIRES CEN-
TRE, NORTHUMBER-
LAND STREET, BEL-
FAST, IRELAND
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Welcome Comrades, to the 32 CSM SHOP

A wide selection of 32 g
available... including calen

:nty Sovereignty Movement items now

" ars, greetings cards, postcards, sweat-
szlf't‘se’r;m::% fcg s'ilort sleeved T-shirts, jerseys, mugs, tankards, and
stc . wing and details on prices, delivery, etc please visit

the website- www, cafeshops.com/the32csm
AN PHOBLACHT ABU!

X
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Our Palestinian and Arab masses-

:

A year has passed sinc‘c the arrest of my comrades and myself, along with our militant brother Fou’ad Sho-
baki. Without expanding on the reasons for the arrests, or the repercussions that resulted from the siege (of
the Ramallah Compound), or the Palestinian and Arab efforts to end my imprisonment, this confinement con-
tinues to harm internal Palestinian relationships— because SIX MILITANTS ARE IN PRISON FOR RESIST-
ING THE OCCUPATION! Also, the blatant violation of Palestinian law has resulted in three of us being con-
fined illegally. The Palestinian court had ruled, in two separate decisions, to release brother Fou’ad Shobaki
and myself, along with ending the court sentence of against comrade Ah’ed Abu Ghoulma (of the PFLP Gen-
eral Central Committee). I want to clarify the conditions of our arrest as a result of what became known as
the *Jericho Deal’, and the real reasons that enabled the PA to make the arrests. The American initiative (the
Road Map) indicates the commitment of the PA towards reforms and fighting terrorism. The Road Map

states that international monitoring would be an assurance to the PA’s implementation of these commitments.
This is where our situation becomes a clear example for the general Palestinian situation.

FIRST: We need to emphasise that the Muqata’a (compound) deal did not save us, as prisoners wanted by the
Occupation forces, from the direct danger we lived

Beir Bua! received this statement under since the time of the siege. Choosing Jericho as
: a place for us to be captives, with the presence of An-

from a key Palestinian resistance glo- American monitors who provide periodic reports
leader, General Ahmad Sa’adat, to the Israelis on our movements, does not provide

General Secretary of the Popular any protection for us.

< : f Palestine. SECOND: The monitors, as the guaranteeing party,
Front for the Liberation o decide on all the procedures that need to be imple-

At the insistence of the Israeli OC(.?I..I- mented. E.g., searching and registering visitors,
piers, he was jailed by the Palestin- searching our cells, directly monitoring our move-
ian Authority. His jailers include ments, disrupting phone calls, and even tapping the
A . itish curity per- machines they control directly. It seems they have the
merican and British se P approval of the highest PA, exactly as Israel de-
sonnel manded, and we are not excluding any Palestinian
figures from this accusation, regardless of their rank.

e protccting us from Israel on one hand, and not being able to do so
They are attempting to escape their direct responsibility, which is
'he same monitoring could occur tomorrow in the entire homeland
and in all its institutions, in security, finances, democratic processes, e.tc. The strugglF for indepeudencf and
the rejection of these mandates will start to liberate us, :lml help us .rejec‘t any COlllllll(ll.lelltS that.turn !lg’h‘t?‘rs
into American— Israeli prisoners. The protection of the hgnhtcrs begins with the protec.tlon of their RIGHT TO
RESIST WITH THE MASSES, and the PA must not confine .them. f)ur Masses, we did no.t abandon any qp—
Portunity for dialogue, whether through our party or the National Forces. We were met with delays af'd di-
vVersion, We appeal to you, the masses, to stand with us and §upp,0rt our stru‘ggle to put an el.ld to oul: illegal
detentiop, Today we warn you of the approaching danger Ql the Rqad Map’. We are (.ieclarmg a strike for
three days to demand the unconditional implcmcnt?tion of the PA Supreme Court ruling, as well as the na-
tional Jaws that prohibit political arrests on the basis of conscience or resisting the occupation.

Glory to the martyrs. Freedom (o the Prisoners. Victory for our People!
Ahmad Sa°adat. General Secretary PFLP, January 14 2003- Jericho Prison

THIRD: The claim by the PA that they ar
on the other is contradictory and illogical.
harming its character among the people. 1

R
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Bua do shaighduiri Arm
Phoblacht na hEireann!

18th February 2003:
{::;g' -Brit “security Forces” attacked by nationalist youth in Beechmount Ave,
Ballycolman, Strabane after being called there on a hoax bomb alert.
-Antrim Rd PSNI/RUC station comes under bomb attack; two devices
launched into the compound causing damage and injuries to police.
-Strabane RUC station on alert after series of hoax alerts.

9th February:

{:::? Large firebomb consisting of canisters of petrol and a gas cylinder discov-
ered inside refuse bin on the Castleblaney Rd, Keady, co. Armagh.

8th February:

= Oglaigh na hEireann Volunteer, alongside two armed comrades, appears on
Channel 9 TV and reads out statement regarding IRA policy towards those
considering joining the “new” PSNI (see front page).

Zth Febrxuary

-Car bomb in Long Stay car park,
Aldergrove international Airport.

{ﬁ? -Car bomb in Blacks Rd, Dunmurry
after being hijacked half an hour ear-
lier. M1 Motorway shut as a result.

;::44? -Police search Grovesnor Rd near
Belfast City centre after a coded tele-
phone warning of a device. The Westlink
closed as a result.

Results of Brit Army “expertise” in west Belfast, 6th February

6th February:

{:::‘? Car bomb, comprised of pipe bombs and gas cylinders, explodes in west Bel-
fast after anti- handling device caught fire and exploded as Her Majesty’s so—
called “technical experts” were working on it.

23xd January:

{ﬁ? Parcel bomb defused at PSNI/RUC Headquarters, Dundonald House, Stormont.
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