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JAMES CONNOLLY’S
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

DURING EASTER WEEK 1916 Padraig Mac Piarais
described James Connolly as “the guiding brain of our
resistance”. Pearse was referring to Connolly's position as
Commandant General of the Army of the Irish Republic in
Dublin and as an inspirational political and military leader.

Connolly could be described as a “guiding brain” for
republicans in a much wider sense. His ideas have guided
republican politics and republican resistance in the decades
since his death but never more so than in the present phase
of the struggle for freedom.

One hundred years ago Connolly published his land-
mark book Labour in liish History. For the first time he
reclaimed the role of working people in the story of Ireland.
He pointed out that the mass of the people had been neg-
lected in the writing of Irish history, in favour of the promi-
nent leaders who were often romanticised. Even more sig-
nificantly he showed how the oppression of the Irish people
was social and economic as well as political and that those
who ignored or contributed to that economic and social
oppression could not be called true Irish nationalists.

Connolly’s arguments in Labour in lrish Hislory were
directed against those who called themselves Irish nation-
alists but who actually benefitted from the British connec-
tion. These were the privileged Irish who were content with
Home Rule and who wanted to maintain the grossly unjust
and inequitable system introduced into Ireland by the
British. Connolly stood clearly both for total separation from
England in the form of an Irish Republic and for the trans-
formation of the Irish economy from capitalism to socialism.

For those who called themselves socialists but who
ignored the reality of Ireland’s position Connolly alsc had a
clear message. They could not call themselves socialists if
they failed to confront British imperialism in Ireland and if
they refused to recognise that social justice and real
democracy were not possible while Ireland'’s right to nation-
al self-determination was denied.

These fundamental principles set out by James
Connolly are still relevant today. And as Connolly said of
Wolfe Tone, we need to apply those principles to our own
time, rather than simply honour him as a great patriot.

So what is Connolly's relevance to Ireland today?

Firstly, he reminds us that the business he and his
comrades undertook in 1916 is unfinished business.

More than any other of the 1916 leaders Connolly
understood what a disaster partition would be for the Irish
people. He had lived and worked as a trade union organis-
er in Belfast and he saw the reality of sectarianism, active-
ly fostered among working people in order to preserve the
privilege of the few and to maintain the Union with England.
He saw also how workers could be united across sectarian
divisions. He predicted accurately that partition would lead
to a “carnival of reaction” North and South.

Working for an end to partition, national reunification
and a new Republic encompassing the whole island and all
of its people is clearly fundamental for anyone who wishes
to follow in Connolly's footsteps today.

Secondly, Connolly's core message was that the whole
purpose of pdlitical struggle must be to better the lives of
the people and to restore to them in full the social and eco-
nomic rights taken from them by British imperialism and
capitalism. He called this the reconquest of Ireland.

Today Ireland needs to be reconguered and reclaimed
not only from British jurisdiction in the Six Counties and par-
tition, but also from the bankers, the speculators, the
exploiters and the gombeen men who have brought ruin to
the Irish economy. And the nation needs to be reclaimed
from the Establishment politicians whose political and per-
sonal corruption has led to the current crisis.

Connolly succeeded in putting forward enduring politi-
cal principles and ideas which are his lasting legacy. He
played a pivotal role in organising Irish workers in trade
unions and he was central to the 1916 Easter Rising, a fatal
blow to British imperialism in Ireland that echoed around
the world. But after Connolly the struggle for political, social
and economic liberation was stalled, partition was imposed
and the socialist republican message of Connolly was side-
lined.

That message was taken up by various groupings at
different times but it is only in our own time that an effec-
tive, all-lreland political party has been built up and is
capable of fulfilling Connolly's programme of national and
social freedom. That party is Sinn Féin and in its constitu-
tion, its policies and its political strategy it is still guided by
Connolly. The challenge for Sinn Féin is to win over greater
numbers of Irish people to the cause of the reconquest of
Ireland.
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BY MICHEAL Mac DONNCHA

SINCE the last issue of RIS in August 2009 three key
events have happened in Irish politics. The Lisbon
Treaty was passed in a second referendum in the 26
Counties; the Fianna Fail/ Green Government
imposed a savage Budget and set up the National
Assets Management Agency (NAMA); and the future
of the Executive, the Assembly and the All-Ireland
institutions was secured — for now — by the
Hillsborough Castle Agreement between Sinn Féin and
the DUP.

LISBON ROUND TWO

That a second referendum on Lisbon took place at
all was a subversion of democracy. The electorate in
the 26 Counties had given a clear ‘No’ verdict in the
first referendum. As was the case with the Nice Treaty,
the Irish political elite and their counterparts at the
head of the European Union refused to abide by that
verdict. The supposed central principle that no EU
Treaty can be ratified unless approved by each member
state was shown to be a sham as the decision of the
first referendum was ignored. We had to vote again to
get the ‘right’ result. The people were brow-beaten into
a “Yes’ vote by the combined forces of Fianna Fail,
Fine Gael, the Labour Party, the Green Party, the Irish
Congress of Trade Unions and a variety of ‘celebrities’
who were pushed to the front, lest the discredited
politicians on the ‘Yes' side should lose a second time.

We were presented with a scenario in which a
second rejection of Lisbon would see the Irish people
drowning in the stormy waters of the recession and
rejecting the efforts of the good ship ‘Brussels’ to
rescue us. That was for the pessimists. The optimists
were urged to ‘Vote Yes for Jobs'. But of course the
jobs disaster continued before, during and after the
referendum and we now have record numbers of
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Jobless figures in Ireland are approaching half a million

people unemployed and no initiatives from Brussels or
Dublin to do anything about it. Former Fianna Fail
Minister Maire Geoghegan Quinn got a job alright, as
EU Commissioner, appointed by Taoiseach Brian
Cowen, while retaining her ministerial pension. And
Deirdre de Burca of the Green Party resigned from the
Seanad in a huff because she didn't get a job on
Geoghegan Quinn's staff.

UNEMPLOYMENT CRISIS

Little wonder that cynicism about politics is
rampant among young people in particular. One in
four young people in Ireland is now unemployed.
Unemployment among the young in the 26 Counties
increased by 150% in a year to 85,000 at the start of
2010. Nationally there are nearly 490,000 people
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unemployed (432,400 in the 26 Counties and 55,700 in
the Six Counties). The toll continues to rise towards
half a million. If the figures for those who have
emigrated as a result of the recession were taken into
account, the half million figure would likely be
exceeded. The recently launched Sinn Féin campaign
on youth employment should be a priority for all
republicans.

What did unemployed young people get from the
Government in Merrion Street in response to their
plight? They got a two-fingered Fianna Fail/Green
gesture from a Governmnent that cut dole payments
for the young in Budget 2010. That Budget was one of
the most savage in the history of the 26-County state.
Social welfare payments were cut across the board.
The pay of low and middle income public service
workers was cut. Public services were undermined.

The economic approach of the Fianna Fail/Green
government is fundamentaly flawed. The slash-and-
burn policy will not lead to recovery but to deeper
recession (as shown by progressive economist Michael
Burke in his article in this issue). And just as this
policy penalises citizens today, NAMA will penalize
them in the future, The golden circle of politicians,
bankers, property speculators and the corporate elite
who profited most from the Celtic Tiger and who
caused the recession are now protecting themselves at
the cost of billions to future generations of Irish
people.

A NEW AGREEMENT

The Hillsborough Castle Agreement was a very

el r e am, ™ R g

Deputy First Minister Martin McGuinness (right) speaking at the announcement of the Hillsborough Castle Agreement

substantial achievement. Yes, it was long overdue.
Policing and justice powers should have been
transferred from London to Belfast long before now;,
but to have finally secured an agreement from the
DUP on the transfer 1s hugely significant. The new
agreement has — for now — secured the future of the
Executive, the Assembly and the all-Ireland
institutions. Perhaps the most significant part of this
new agreement is that it was made in Ireland between
the DUP and Sinn Féin, with far less input from either
the British or Irish or US governments than any
previous agreement in the Peace Process.

The work of the Sinn Féin ministers in the
Executive shows what progress is possible when there
is the political will and the progressive policies. That
work contrasts with the regressive approach of the
Fianna Fail/Green Government. But it is not a Sinn
Féin Executive and progress has been extremely
difficult. The DUP has tried to slow things down on all
fronts, notably the essential reform of education and
(as explained by Shannonbrooke Murphy in this issue)
the long-promised Bill of Rights. Patience, persistence
and clear-sighted strategy are required of republicans
now as in the past.

Unionism has been brought slowly and painfully to
a position of working within structures based on
equality. It is up to unionist leaders of all shades to
convince their followers that there will never be a
return to a past dominated by one-party rule,
discrimination, sectarianism and conflict. Political
dinosaurs such as Jim Allister and his ‘Traditional
Unionist Voice” must not be allowed to set the agenda
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Sinn Féin TDs Aengus O Snodaigh, Caoimhghin O Caoldin, Arthur Morgan and Martin Ferris —
providing the only progressive alternative in the Oireachtas

for unionist politics. If the DUP permits them to do so
then Peter Robinson will be making the same mistake
as David Trimble when he stalled the Peace Process,
almost destroying it, as he looked over his shoulder at
the nay-sayers in — ironically, at that time, the DUP.
Now the wheel has come full circle.

CHALLENGES AHEAD

As IRIS goes to press preparations are under way
for the Westminster elections in the Six Counties. Sinn
Féin is aiming to retain its five seats and to target
gains. As always it will be a tight election and may
come down to a handful of votes in key consituencies.
Whatever the outcome, it should not distract attention
from the need to press ahead with the implementation
of the Good Friday, St. Andrews and Hillsborough
Castle Agreements.

It is a far cry now from the days when
Westminster elections in the North were known as
‘Impenal Elections' and when the path to the House of
Commons was the exclusive privilege of the unionist
elite. A ‘gentleman’s agreement’ ensured that the
sordid affairs of the Orange state, with its one-party
rule at Stormont, were not raised at Westminster. Now
the days of one-party rule are long gone and the years
of conflict and direct rule from Westminster are
receding into the past also.

London is becoming increasingly irrelevant in the
affairs of the North. Many unionists see this and

Peter Robinson at Stormont

realise that constantly looking eastward across the Irish
Sea had led to nothing but political frustration for
them. Their place is in Ireland, in the ‘new North' that
has emerged from the peace process, but also within an
all-Ireland context, as provided for in the Agreements.
The challenge for Irish republicans is to convince
unionists in sufficient numbers that there is a secure
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The launch of Sinn Féin's campaign on youth employment —
Clir. Kathleen Funchion, Senator Pearse Doherty, Clir. Matt Carthy and Cllr. Cathal King

place and a future full of potential for them in a united
Ireland. Dialogue with people from a unionist
background is ongoing at many levels. Real progress
has been made in this regard, much of it necessarily
out of the glare of publicity. Much more such progress
is needed.

Putting Irish unity on the political agenda
internationally (as reported from the London
conference in this issue ) and nationally is a central
task for Irish republicans. It cannot and must not be
confined to Sinn Féin but Sinn Féin has to be the
catalyst,

In the 26 Counties a General Election is possible
at any time. A disastrous and deeply unpopular Fianna
Fail/Green government is politically accident prone
and could be toppled unexpectedly. Republicans need
to be prepared for this eventuality.

Sinn Féin in Leinster House has provided the only
real progressive opposition to the Fianna Fail/Green
Government. This is seldom reflected in the media and
one of the main challenges for activists in the 26
Counties is to show the party’s relevance at national
level and the real alternatives it presents. The best way
to do that is be relevant at local and regional level and
to campaign in communities on the key issues.

DEBATE ON IRELAND’S FUTURE
The economic crisis has provoked much debate on
the future of Ireland, This provides an opportunity for

republicans to set out our vision and our stratregy.
Sinn Féin has been doing so with coherent plans on
public finances, banking, regional development and
employment creation. Sound policies on universal
healthcare, equal access to education, rural
regeneration, ownership of our natrual resources,
policing for communities, housing and a range of other
areas have also been developed by Sinn Féin. Those
plans and policies need to be promoted and publicised
and activists need to use them as campaign material in
their communities.

Much of the recent debate on the future of Ireland
has been partitionist in nature. Commentators speak of
‘renewing the republic’ or ‘re-imagining Ireland’ but it
is an Ireland that stops at Dundalk and Monaghan and
Letterkenny and a republic that encompasses only 26
Counties.

Republicans have a vital and unique
contribution to make to the debate by pointing out
that for real transformation in Irish politics, in the
Irish economy and in Irish society national
reunification is essential.

We re-imagine Ireland as it ought to be — an island
Republic with a place for all who live here, a
democracy based on human rights and citizenship, an
economy based on shared wealth. As the only all-
Ireland party and with substantial support on both
sides of the Border, Sinn Féin is in a unique position
to help make that vision a reality.

IRIS the republican magazine
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BY SHANNONBROOKE MURPHY
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AS REPUBLICANS COMMEMORATE 1916 this
year, those of us involved in the ongoing northern Bill
of Rights process take particular heed of the following
first principles enshrined in the Easter Proclamation:

The Republic guarantees religious and civil liberty,
equal rights and equal opportunities to all its
citizens, and declares its resolve to pursue the
happiness and prosperity of the whole nation and
all of its parts, cherishing all of the children of the
nation equally.

What makes this clause of the Proclamation special?
This single sentence represents the core elements of a
republican Bill of Rights in embryonic form: freedom
with equality, and shared wealth for collective pros-
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perity and wellbeing, Albeit in very broad strokes, it
sets out what we now refer to by the shorthand term
‘the Equality Agenda’, which drives all republican
policy making. The simple formulation in the
Proclamation was later supplemented by the further
elaboration of economic and social rights in the
Democratic Programme of the First Dail. By seam-
lessly merging civil and political rights with econom-
ic, social and cultural rights, the Proclamation was
more than 30 years ahead of its time. This visionary
combination would later appear in its more familiar,
elaborate and seminal form in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights in 1948,

Easter offers an opportunity to reflect on this lega-
cy of Insh republican leadership in progressive think-
ing and on all the ways in which we are working to
advance the Proclamation’s vision of a rights-based
society today in 2010.

One of those ways is the struggle to achieve a Bill
of Rights for the Six Counties as provided for under



the Good Friday Agreement and affirmed by the St.
Andrews Agreement, and to ensure that it is worthy
of the Proclamation advanced by our republican fore-
bears. Where are we now on this demand, more than
a decade after Sinn Féin negotiators succeeded in
securing this commitment?

BILL OF RIGHTS PROCESS:

WHERE ARE WE NOW?

In 1998 the Good Friday Agreement established a
British Government commitment to legislate for a Bill
of Rights for the Six Counties, following receipt of
advice on its scope, form and content from the NI
Human Rights Commission. Specifically, the relevant
provision requires the identification and protection of:

...rights supplementary to those in the European
Convention on Human Rights, to reflect the
particular circumstances of [the north], drawing as
appropriate on international instruments and
experience....!

The three main points of contention in the ensuing
debates were: what rights should be protected in sup-
plement to those already protected under the ECHR;
what constitutes the ‘particular circumstances’ of the
northern conflict and contemporary society; and
which international human rights instruments and
experience should guide the standards to be set in a
future Bill of Rights.

As a consequence of divisions over these and other
issues, for more than five years the NI Human Rights
Commussion under Professor Brice Dickson suffered
from near-paralysis on the Bill of Rights.? Howeverin
2006 the Sinn Feéin Negotiating Team pulled the
process out of the sand by securing supplementary
commitments in the St. Andrews Agreement provid-
ing for the establishment of a Bill of Rights Forum
bringing together all the major political parties with a
broad range of civil society and church representatives,
under the leadership of an independent international
Chair, to make recommendations to the
Commission to guide its advice V|

to the British Government.3 At \

the same time, the
Commission was provided
with fresh leadership and
impetus under Professor
Monica McWilliams, and
the process finally picked
up momentum.

The Bill of Rights
Forum operated from late
2006 to early 2008 under the leadership
of Professor Chris Sidoti and proved a
valuable exercise. The Forum Chair
was able to keep all parties at the table

Monica McWilliams of the Bill of Rights Forum

throughout the process and managed a narrow con-
sensus on some issues, including important technical
issues. The resulting recommendations to the NI
Human Rights Commission included detailed propos-
als that commanded the support of the vast majority
of delegates, but also showed clear fault-lines.

The fault-lines were between those who support a
‘maximum rights’ position (Sinn Féin, the SDLP, the
majority of civil society including the trade unions
and to a lesser extent the Alliance Party and the
Churches) and those who support a ‘minimum rights’
position (principally the DUP and UUP).# It is to the
Forum’s credit that its report accurately depicted all

dissents rather than produce ‘dumbed
s down’ lowest common denomina-

tor recommendations.
‘ In December 2008 the
McWilliams-led Human Rights
‘ Commission delivered its advice to
the British Government on time as prom-
ised on International Human Rights Day
(the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights). The Commission sets an acceptable
floor — though not a ceiling — for a future Bill of
Rights. Despite its informed expertise and measured
approach, the Commission and Professor
McWilliams in particular have been unfairly criticised
by the British Government and attacked by rejection-
ist unionists for allegedly overstepping the Good
Friday Agreement mandate, as a consequence of rec-
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Martina Anderson, MLA, Sinn Féin
spokesperson on Human Rights

ommending the inclusion of economic and social
rights. Not only was that position supported by most
delegates in the Bill of Rights Forum, it is arguably a
requirement under the terms of the Agreement.
Indeed the British Government is already legally obli-
gated to protect economic and social rights by interna-
tional treaties to which it is a State Party. The
Commussion’s proposals would merely give expres-
sion to these pre-existing obligations as permanent
and superior law.

Almost a full year after the NI Human Rights
Commission rendered 1its advice, the British
Government finally published its response, an NIO
Consultation Paper on the Bill of Rights, in
November 2009. This document does no more than

8 IRIS . republican magazine

reproduce the ‘minimal rights' position taken by the
two main unionist parties, and it was unanimously
rejected by progressive forces including Sinn Féin in
early 2010. The Sinn Féin position is that the NIO
document is not an acceptable way forward and
should be withdrawn in favour of a new document
that at a minimum closely reflects the NI Human
Rights Commission’s advice.

The British Government has disregarded the care-
fully considered position of Sinn Féin, as expressed in
numerous submissions before and since 1998 and set
out in the greatest detail in the final report of the Bill
of Rights Forum. It has also disregarded the clear
majority view of the members of that Forum and the
mternational and other legal experts who advised and
guided that process. It has disregarded the carefully
considered advice the NI Human Rights Commission
provided as required under the Good Friday
Agreement. It has disregarded the consensus view
expressed by the Human Rights Consortium repre-
senting 140 civil society groups across the North. It
has also ignored the widespread cross-community
support for a strong and broad Bill of Rights reflected
repeatedly in polling data.’

The NIO consultation document has prompted
grave charges by the NI Human Rights Commission
that it is ‘not a genuine effort’, that it ‘demonstrates a
lack of understanding of the purpose and function of
a Bill of Rights’, that it ‘fails to take appropriate
account of international human rights standards’,
that it ‘appears to suggest lowering of existing human
rights standards’ and finally that it misrepresents the
Commission’s advice on the matter.® The broadest
coalition of civil society groups, the Human Rights
Consortium, has described the document as ‘pitifully
limited’, ‘unacceptable and disrespectful’ with ‘no
meaningful depth or scope’ and therefore ‘unworthy
of consideration’.” Even the former independent
international Chair of the Bill of Rights Forum has
assessed it succinctly as

a disappointing and inadequate document that
does not advance the already protracted process of
developing a Bill of Rights for [NI] that responds
to the particular circumstances of the people of
[NT]. It does not provide a basis for a Bill of
Rights for [NI].8

THE SINN FEIN POSITION

A robust Bill of Rights 1s essential for the republican
agenda for two reasons: it a necessary element for
advancing the Peace Process and it is an important
building block towards a future United Ireland true to
the standards established in the Proclamation.

The conflict was characterised by systematic
human rights violations across the full spectrum of
rights — civil, political, economic, social and cultural



— as well as by systemic impunity for those violations,
particularly when the perpetrators were agents of the
state. For this legacy left us by the British occupation
and ensuing conflict, our society has yet to see repara-
tions or a fully effective remedy.

In this context, Sinn Féin sees two purposes
behind a strong, inclusive and effective Bill of Rights.
Firstly, recognition, validation, delivery and future
protection of these rights is in and of itself a form of
remedy for the wrongs of the past. Secondly, robust
protections of the common rights of all has major
potential to promote reconciliation and peace and
prevent future conflict — insofar as it can both high-
light and serve the significant common interest across
communities by protecting the most vulnerable of
each.

Having assessed both the particular circumstances
that brought our society to this juncture and the
potential for a Bill of Rights to assist the Peace
Process in arriving at an eventual permanent settle-
ment, we have identified six main elements essential
for a Bill of Rights for the North. These are:

+ Maximum Rights

* Maximum Enforceability
= No Derogation

+« No Diminution

« Permanent Protections

« Superior Law

MAXIMUM RIGHTS

We need the Bill of Rights to help move us from a
society where fundamental human nghts were sys-
tematically trampled to one where those rights are
thoroughly, extensively and enduringly protected and
promoted. That is why it is Sinn Féin’s view that a
Bill fit to respond to our ‘particular circumstances’ as
well as our particular post-conflict needs will take a
‘maximum rights’ approach — not the ‘minimum
rights’ approach insisted on by the two main unionist

and social rights in addition to sup-

o 3
kg Rights

Freedom of thought and religion

Peaceful assembly

Freedom torture. cruelty
National Selfdetermination

Fair conditions of work

Join a trade union o |
Sociel security R 1
Maternily leave

Be protected from explotation

ing. All rights within the eventual Bill of Rights must
therefore be fully justiciable (i.e. capable of being vin-
dicated in the courts), and the Bill must include the
most robust enforcement mechanisms.

NO DEROGATION

We disagree with the Commission’s (and NIO’s) pro-

posal to include a derogation clause allowing for the

suspension of certain rights under a declared state of

emergency provided that specific conditions have
been met, and in a manner that

parties and adopted wholesale by the NIO paper. g does not interfere with rights
Specifically, a Bill of Rights can- A currently non-derogable
not be accepted by Sinn Féin unless it > ‘ under international law. In
includes fully justiciable economic the past British government
‘ derogations aggravated and

prol

plementary civil, political and cul-
tural rights. The NI Human Rights
Commission’s recommendation to
include such rights is one of the
most important positive features
of their advice.

MAXIMUM ENFORCEABILITY
In keeping with maximum substantive rights,
maximum enforceability is also required if
those rights are to have any practical mean-

o0

=
i,
—

onged the conflict. Sinn Féin

therefore continues to oppose the

application of a derogation regime to a Bill of
Rights for the North.

NO DIMINUTION

The eventual Bill must provide at least equivalent
protection to — and must not in any way have the

+—* effect of regressing or otherwise undermining —

v the British Government's existing obligations

/> under the Good Friday Agreement or interna-
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tional human rights law, or under domestic human
rights and equality legislation. An express provision
to this effect (a non-diminution clause) as proposed by
Sinn Féin will be essential. Sinn Féin argued for this
throughout the Bill of Rights Forum process and it
was one of the few issues on which the Forum mem-
bers managed to achieve consensus.

We are particularly concerned that nothing in the
Bill should undermine or otherwise regress current
equality protections or Good Friday Agreement
guarantees, yet it appears that the NIO proposals do
exactly that.

PERMANENT PROTECTIONS

While Sinn Féin recognises that ordinary legislation
may also be necessary to give effect to human rights,
we are very clear that ordinary legislation is not suffi-
cient for the purpose of providing the required perma-
nent human rights safeguards in the North. Indeed,
the courts must have the scope to assess the compati-
bility of such ordinary laws as well as policies and
practices with Bill of Rights guarantees and to either
confirm them or strike them down if necessary.
Especially in light of our particular circumstances
but also in general, fundamental rights cannot be
made subject to the whims of changing governments.
A Bill of Rights identifying and providing permanent
or quasi-permanent protection of all fundamental
human rights is essential for peace with justice and for
future conflict prevention. Complementary legisla-
tion, policies and guidance are naturally welcome, but
only in addition to permanent protections in a Bill of

Rights.
SUPERIOR LAW

As set out during the Bill of Rights Forum process, it
is our firm position that the Bill must govern all legis-
lation applying in the North, regardless of source. We
need a Bill that will not only bind the Assembly and
Executive, but that will also constrain and obligate the
British Government. Thus we want the Bill of Rights
to govern not only devolved but also reserved and
excepted matters insofar as they concern or are
applied in the Six Counties. In other words a Bill of
Rights must take precedence over all laws passed in

the Assembly or Westminster and all such laws must
be seen to comply with it.

TOWARDS AND ALL-IRELAND CHARTER

OF RIGHTS AND FUTURE

UNITED IRISH CONSTITUTION

It is essential that republicans do not settle for less in
a Bill of Rights. Why? Firstly as stated above, a Bill
of Rights by its very nature is permanent or semi-per-
manent law so whatever we get we will be stuck with
for the foreseeable future. In addition, the ‘next
phase’ commitment to an All-Ireland Charter of
Rights could be based in part on the standards set in
that Bill. Indeed one of the reasons the Irish
Government is watching this process closely and
nervously is that they know it could potentially exert
pressure on the 1937 Constitution in the context of
the forthcoming All-Ireland Charter process also
required under the Good Friday Agreement. And
therein lies its real potential for advancing the vision
set out in that significant clause of the Proclamation.
The process of engaging with Bill of Rights issues —
and later All-Ireland Charter issues — gets us thinking
in a more concrete way about the constitutional
changes and guarantees we would seek and that
would be required under an eventual United Irish
Constitution for our New Republic.

Shannonbrooke Murphy LLM, National
Director of Policy for Sinn Féin, was a party
delegate to the Bill of Rights Forum and is
the party’s leading advisor on the Bill of
Rights. Sheis a doctoral candidate in law at
the Irish Centre for Human Rights, NUI
Galway.

| Good Friday Agreement (1998), ‘Rights, Safeguards and Equality
of Opportunity’, para. 4. Emphasis added.

2 Dickson has since gone on to advocate against a Bill of Rights in
general and in particular the inclusion of economic and social rights
in such a Bill

ty, victims and other i1ssues’, p. 12.

4 Tt should be noted that the PUP have also supported a *‘maximum
rights’ position, and the business sector representatives to the Bill of
Rights Forum did not have a common approach nor consensus
between them.

5 A series of independent opinion surveys commussioned by the NI
Human Rights Commission have found that nearly 9 out of 10 peo-
ple in the 6 Counties support a Bill of Rights (overall support is

3 Agreement at 5t Andrews (2006), Annex B, ‘Human rights, equah-

87%), and that support is roughly equivalent between the nationalist
and unionist communities. NIHRC Opinion Survey (Market
Research Northern Ireland: March 2004), first published in
Progressing a Bill of Rights for Northern Ireland: An Update
(NIHRC: Belfast, 2004).

6 NI Human Rights Commuission, A Bill of Rights for Northern
Ireland: Next Steps — Response to the Northern Ireland Office
(NIHRC: Belfast, February 2010), p. 5.

7 ‘Blueprint for Bill of Rights Rejected: A coalition of 140 groups
has rejected a blueprint for a Bill of Rights for Northern Ireland’
(Press Association: Thursday 31 December 2009).

8 Professor Chris Sidoti, A Bill of Rights for Northern Ireland: Next
Steps — Response to the Consultation Paper (Sydney: 26 February
2010), p. 2. Emphasis added.
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BY MICHAEL BURKE

THE Fianna Fail/ Green Government is
unique among the industrialised coun-
tries. In 2009, while virtually the whole
world was busy implementing a variety
of packages to stimulate the economy,
the government in the South was alone
in implementing a series of deep cuts in
government spending. Many scandalous
things have been done; cutting low-paid
public sector pay twice is among them,
probably just behind cutting disability
benefits for the blind. But one of the
worst, given Ireland's history, is the tar-
geting of renewed emigration by cutting
jobseekers’ allowance for the young
This has drawn admiration from the
leaders of the British Conservative Party
who are hoping soon to emulate their
fellow Thatcherites in Ireland.

According to the OECD Ireland has
expenenced a fiscal contraction amount-
ing to 6.4% of GDP By contrast, the
G20 group of leading economies was
attempting revival by increasing govern-
ment spending, with the average stimu-
lus package amounting to 2% of GDP in
2009. Most will provide further stimulus
in 2010.

Irish economic
CriSiS EXPOSES
colonial legacy

Every €1bn fall in output caused by Fianna
Fail/Green Thatcherite.economic policies has
pushed taxes lower by at least:£€540mn

Tory Shadow Chancellor George
Osborne recently urged readers of the
The Times of London to "look and learn
from the across the Irish Sea”
we should.

and so

CUTS ARE NOT SAVINGS

In the wake of the financial and

Tory Shadow Chancellor George Osborne

economic crisis the prnivate sector has
significantly increased its savings by pay-
ing down debt. For both individuals and
companies this can make sense, especial-
ly if they have falling incomes or their
debts are high, or both. But the more
they save the less they are able to spend.
For individuals this means cutting back
on consumption. For companies this
means cutting back on investment. Both
demand have
declined, but in the South the most
severe decline has been the collapse in
investment.

Under these circumstances it is eco-

these components of

nomically disastrous for government to
join the savers. The net result 15 to
depress activity even further, leading to
further declines in incomes for compa-
nies and individuals, who respond by
further savings, and so on. It is a death-
spiral for the economy which formed the
backdrop to the Great Depression in the
1930s.

Instead, and just like the businesses
who currently cannot or will not invest,
government can invest to achieve a
return, which lifts both economic activi-
ty and the taxes that come from it. In
this way, not only does the economy
grow but the deficit actually falls, That
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is, the return on investment goes to Irish
taxpayers.

However, this process also works in
Fianna Fail/Green
Budget 2010 there were €4bn more in
cuts, mainly in public sector pay and
welfare. The Department of Finance
accepted that pay cuts for public sector
workers means lower tax receipts on that

reverse. In the

pay. However, there was no estimate of
the wider economic impact ~ the fall in
demand for goods and services arising

from the cuts and the depressing effect
on tax revenues from the private sector.
Worse, there was no assessment of the
effects on other areas of government
spending. This 1s to ignore a crucial
aspect of austerity measures; increasing
numbers of low-paid workers or unem-
ploved inevitably place upward pressure
on government welfare spending, espe-
cially where benefits are means-tested.

WHY CUTS DONT WORK

Taxation revenues are obviously
dependent on activity, but just how
dependent can sometimes be surprising.
In real terms, adjusted for price changes,
the recession in the South has been twice
as severe as the British one, Most fore-
casts expect that growth was little
changed in the final quarter of 2009,
which would mean that through the
course of the recession, the total con-
traction in GDP was €26bn in actual
cash terms. The Exchequer's tax receipts
fell by €14bn over the same period. So,
a €26bn decline in the economy led to a
€14bn fall in taxes (even though there

We hear much of the
‘hand-outs' to the Six
Counties. We hear
nothing)of the far
larger profits made,

£15bn in the latest
year, which
overwhelmingly goes
into the pockets of
British firms

were some tax increases over the peri-
od). Without the tax increases the ratio
of the fall in taxes to the fall in GDP
would have been even greater than the
actual level of 54% (€14bn divided by
€26n).

MNow, one of the reasons that the
Fianna Fail/Green government is so
admired by George Osborne, and
indeed, one of the reasons its govern-
ment finances have deteriorated so
sharply, 1s that it presides over a low-tax
economy. So, how can it be that falling
activity led to such a high proportionate
fall in taxation? The answer, in the jar-
gon, 1s that taxation is elastic. If various
economic activities are subject to thresh-
olds, or exemptions, or untaxed at all,

the burden of taxation falls on a narrow
part of overall activity. If that activity
declines the taxes on it will fall dispro-
portionately. As a result, every €lbn fall
in output caused by Fianna Fail/Green
Thatcherite economic policies has
pushed taxes lower by at least €540mn.

At the same time, government
spending cuts can lead to increased pres-
sures on expenditures in other areas.
Despite deep spending cuts, 2007 gov-
ernment current expenditure was €41bn
and by the end of 2009 it had increased
to over €45bn. Here, if we add back in
those spending cuts, the total rise in
spending would have been over €8bn,
equivalent to 31%. As a result, every
€1bn fall in output caused by the various
Budgets, has led to increased spending in
other areas equivalent to €310mn. This
1s because government spending is usu-
ally disproportionately required for the
low-paid and the unemployed, who are
themselves the biggest victims of the
economic slump. (However the money
wasted on NAMA is not included in this
and it dwarfs the economically useful
spending on the poor and low-paid).

So, we have a situation in which a
€26bn decline in GDP has led to both a
fall in taxation revenue of at least €14bn
and an adjusted increase in spending of
€8bn. This combined total deterioration
in government finances of €22bn is
almost the same as the fall in GDP itself,
a decline which the austerity measures
of the Irish government have directly
contnbuted to. But the culpability does
not end there.

Finance Minister Brian Lenihan — pressing ahead with an economic strategy that won't work
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Austerity has also led to an increase
in interest payments compared to those
countries which have engaged in refla-
tion. Yields on Ireland’s 10-year govern-
ment debt have been over 1% higher
than the Euro Area economies who tried
to stimulate their economies. Bond mar-
kets, for all the Thatcherite cheerleading
of most of their participants, are above
all focused on repayment of their loans
to governments. Repayment requires tax
revenues. But the Exchequer tax receipts
have experienced the biggest falls in the
Euro Area, aside from Greece, because
of its austerity policies. It has been
obliged to borrow €55bn in the last two
years as a result (that's before NAMA
comes into operation). That's over
€12,000 for every woman, man and
child in the State. Because of both high-
er borrowing and higher interest rates on
government debt, the additional cost to
Irish taxpayers amounts to approximate-
ly €1bn per year for the entire lifetime of
that debt.

Taking these three factors together,
falling taxes, higher enforced spending
and higher borrowing costs, the ‘saving’
arising from government spending cuts
is virtually non-existent in the first vear
alone. Increased debt servicing costs and
the build-up of debt in future years turns
a supposed saving into a real cost to the
taxpayer 1n future years, and higher pub-
lic deficits. It 1s also economically disas-
trous.

The other countries of the Euro
Area adopted fiscal stimulus measures
to revive the economy. In the depth of
the recession last year, the FF govern-
ment's deficit was equivalent to 12.5% of
GDP compared to 6.4% for the Euro
Area as a whole, according to the EU.
But the EU also forecasts that the
South's deficit will be 14.7% in 2011
compared to 6.5% for the Euro Area as
a whole, where stimulus measures have
been adopted. FF's austenty policy has
worsened the deficit and the economy as

a whole.

WHY DO THEY DO IT?

Even if some European countries
are strong-armed into adopting FF-style
contraction this year, as in Greece, or the
party of slash & burn takes office, as is
possible in Britain, FF/Greens will still
be unique. They were the only govern-
ment which actually made matters
worse in 2008 and 2009 by cutting gov-

£l

Protest against Fianna Fail/Green cuts to the community sector

ernment spending. It is also not the first
time that they have adopted this policy.
The most recent period was in the 1980s,
which the IMF describes as the longest
period of sustained cuts in government
spending of any economy in modern
history. They have form.

Economically, three of the defining
features of a colony are a lack of foreign
trade with all but the imperial centre, net
payments to the centre and stunted
growth. Without any subterfuge, Britain
used to extract these payments from the
whole of Ireland and called them the

‘Imperial Contribution’. Now sub-
terfuge is required to disguise the eco-
nomic relationship between Britain and
its remaining colony in Ireland, and we
hear much of the ‘hand-outs’ to the Six
Counties. We hear nothing of the far
larger profits made, £15bn in the latest
year, which overwhelmingly goes into
the pockets of British firms. In the
North, the Imperial Contnbution has
been privatised.

But the South exhibits all the key fea-
tures of a post-colonial society. It has
been able to grow, sometimes very rapid-
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Green Party leader John Gormley and Fianna Fail Taociseach Brian Cowen

ly, because it is able to trade with the rest
of the world. But most of that foreign
trade i1s conducted by foreign firms.
With a handful of exceptions, there are
no indigenous Irish firms that compete
globally.

This is because key features of colo-
nial life remain, nearly 90 years after
Partition. Two of these features include
a lack of infrastructural investment and
social welfare investment as well a weak
group of capitalists who cannot compete
internationally. These are all part of the
inheritance from Bntish rule and are
related to each other.

Under British rule most of Ireland
(with the exception of the area in and
around Belfast) was cleared of its people
to make way for England's cattle. At
Partition, 98% of the South's exports
went to Britain and these were over-
whelmingly livestock. That same rela-
tionship was maintained until the 1950s.
Even ‘Ireland’s independent currency’
was a myth. It was a currency absolutely
pegged to Sterling, just in case the large
ranchers in the East might lose their
market. This currency peg was backed
up by very large purchases of British
government debt; the old Imperial
Contribution in a new guise.

Although the South is no longer
dependent on British demand for beef
{only 14% of exports go to Britain now,
compared to 55% for the Six Counties),
socially little has fundamentally

changed. Fianna Fail has changed from
the party of the large farmers and
gombeen men, to the party of failed
property speculators, failed bankers and
gombeen men. As none of these can

In the bad times,
their first resort 1s to
cut wages, welfare
payments and
investment so that
they can cut taxes.
These are the only
ways gombeen men
can restore their
profits. The
alternative is for
government to
provide this
investment in
education, health and
infrastructure

compete internationally, in the good
times, wages are kept low, investment in
health and education kept to a minimum
and a huge infrastructure deficit 1s creat-
ed. The South ranks 65th in global com-
petitiveness for infrastructure, and has
worse access to ports than many land-
locked countries, In the bad times, their
first resort is to cut wages, welfare pay-
ments and investment so that they can
cut taxes. These are the only ways
gombeen men can restore their profits.
The alternative is for government to pro-
vide this investment in education, health
and infrastructure.

While FF's 15 an extremely reac-
tionary economic policy, the fightback
against it represents an opportunity for
all those seeking to end Partition. The
fight against pay cuts, welfare cuts and
job losses in the South (as well as against
xenophobia which they engender) will
come up against the party of the
gombeen men. Participating in those
struggles and defeating these attacks
would weaken not just Fianna Fail but
all the Partitionists North and South,
including Fine Gael. The latter party
would add further privatisation to the
menu, increasing the net outflow of cap-
ital from Ireland. The attacks on work-
ing people arise directly out of a
Partitionist society. Freedom from those
attacks, now and in the future, requires a
different society where Partition and all
its remnants are removed,
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IN 1910 James Connolly published his landmark
book Labour in Irish History. It was the first socialist
account of the history of Ireland and the place of

the working people in that history. Connolly pointed
out that history up to then had been recorded and
written largely from the point of view of the
privileged and his aim was to redress the balance.
He wanted to show that the oppression of the Irish
people was social and economic as well as political
and that those who ignored that economic and

H I s I o R | experimental commune at Ralahine and readers
should refer to the book for these.)

ONE HUNDRED YEARS ON

social oppression, or who contributed to it, could
not be called true Irish nationalists. To mark the
centenary, /RIS here carries key extracts from
Labour in Irish History. (Space does not permit
inclusion of Connolly's detailed accounts of the
early Irish socialist William Thompson or of the

THE CAUSE OF LABOUR 15| THE CAUSE OF [RELAND
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FROM CONNOLLY'S FOREWORD

We desire to place before our readers
the two propositions upon which this
propositions which
we believe embody alike the fruits of

book is founded

the experience of the past, and the
matured thought of the present, upon
the points under consideration.

First, that in the evolution of civili-
sation the progress of the fight for
national liberty of any subject nation
must, perforce, keep pace with the
progress of the struggle for liberty of
the most subject class in that nation,
and that the shifting of economic and
political forces which accompanies the
development of the system of capitalist
society leads inevitably to the increas-
ing conservatism of the non-working-
class element, and to the revolutionary
vigour and power of the working class.

Second, that the result of the long
drawn out struggle of Ireland has been,
so far, that the old chieftainry has disap-
peared, or, through its degenerate
descendants, has made terms with inig-
uity, and become part and parcel of the
supporters of the established order; the
middle class, growing up in the midst of
the national struggle, and at one time,
as in 1798, through the stress of the
economic rivalry of England almost
forced into the position of revolution-
ary leaders against the political despot-
ism of their industrial competitors, have
now also bowed the knee to Baal, and
have a thousand economic strings in the
shape of investments binding them to
English capitalism as against every sen-
timental or historic attachment drawing
them toward Irish patriotism; only the
Irish working class remain as the incor-
ruptible inheritors of the fight for free-
dom in Ireland.

To that unconquered Irish working
class this book is dedicated by one of
their number. — James Connolly

THE LESSONS OF HISTORY

Were history what it ought to be, an
accurate literary reflex of the times
with which it professes to deal, the
pages of history would be almost
entirely engrossed with a recital of the
wrongs and struggles of the labouring
people, constituting, as they have ever

f 4

James Connolly photographed circa 1911

done, the vast mass of mankind. But
history, in general treats the working
class as the manipulator of politics
treats the working man - that is to say,
with contempt when he remained pas-
sive, and with derision, hatred and mis-

representation whenever he dares

evince a desire to throw off the yoke of

political or social servitude. Ireland is
no exception to the rule. Irish history
has ever been written by the master
class — in the interests of the master
class.

Politically, Ireland has been under
the control of England for the past 700
years, during the greater part of which

time the country has been the scene of
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constant wars against her rule upon the
part of the native Irish. Until the year
1649, these wars were complicated by
the fact the fact that they were directed
against both the political and social
order recognised by the English invad-
er. It may surprise many readers to
learn that up to the date above-men-
tioned the basis of society in Ireland
except within the Pale (a small strip of
territory capital city,
Dublin), rested upon communal or trib-

around the

al ownership of land. The Irish chief,
although recognised in the courts of
France, Spain, and Rome, as the peer of
the reigning princes of Europe, in reali-
ty held his position upon the sufferance
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English soldiers emerging from Dublin Castle in the reign of Elizabeth 1. Note the heads of Irish rebels (top left) on the Castle walls

of his people, and as an administrator
of the tribal affairs of his people, while
the land or territory of the clan was
entirely removed from his private juris-
diction. In the parts of Ireland where
for 400 years after the first conquest (so-
called) the English governors could not
penetrate except at the head of a power-
ful army, the social order which pre-
vailed in England - feudalism - was
unknown, and as this comprised the
greater portion of the country, it gradu-
ally came to be understood that the war
against the foreign oppressor was also a
war against private property in land.
But with the forcible break up of the
clan system in 1649, the social aspect of
the Irish struggle sank out of sight, its
place being usurped by the mere politi-
cal expressions of the fight for freedom.

During the last hundred years every
generation in Ireland has witnessed an
attempted rebellion against English
rule. Every such conspiracy or rebellion
has drawn the majority of its adherents
from the lower orders in town and
country; yet, under the inspiration of a
few middle class doctrinaires, the social

question has been rigorously excluded
from the field of action to be covered by
the rebellion if successful; in hopes that
by such exclusion it would be possible
to conciliate the upper classes and enlist
them in the struggle for freedom. The
result has in nearly every case been the
same. The workers, though furnishing
the greatest proportion of recruits to
the ranks of the revolutionists, and con-
sequently of victims to the prison and
the scaffold, could not be imbued en
masse with the revolutionary fire neces-
sary to seriously imperil a dominion
rooted for 700 years in the heart of their
country. They were all anxious enough
for freedom, but realising the enormous
odds against them, and being explicitly
told by their leaders that they must not
expect any change in their condition of
social subjection, even if successful,
they as a body shrank from the contest,
and left only the purest-minded and
most chivalrous of their class to face the
odds and glut the vengeance of the
tyrant — a warning to those in all coun-
tries who neglect the vital truth that
successful revolutions are not the prod-

uct of our brains, but of ripe material
conditions.

THE WILLIAMITE WARS
Modern Irish History, properly under-
stood, may be said to start with the
close of the Williamite Wars in the year
1691, All the political life of Ireland
during the next 200 years draws its
colouring from, and can only be under-
stood in the light of that conflict
between King James of England and
William, Prince of Orange. Our Irish
politics, even to this day and genera-
tion, have been and are largely deter-
mined by the light in which the differ-
ent sections of the Irish people regarded
the prolonged conflict which closed
with the surrender of Sarsfield and the
garrison of Limerick to the investing
forces of the Williamite party. Yet
never, in all the history of Ireland, has
there been a war in which the people of
Ireland had less reason to be interested
either on one side or the other.

It is unfortunately beyond all ques-
tion that the Irish Catholics of that time
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did fight for King James like lions, It is
beyond all question that the Irish
Catholics shed their blood like water,
and wasted their wealth like dirt, in an
effort to retain King James upon the
throne. But it is equally beyond all ques-
tion that the whole struggle was no
earthly concern of theirs; that King
James was one of the most worthless
representatives of a worthless race that
ever sat upon a throne; that the ‘pious
glorious and immortal’ William was a
mere adventurer fighting for his own
hand, and his army recruited from the
impecunious swordsmen of Europe
who cared as little for Protestantism as
they did for human life; and that neither
army had the slightest claim to be con-
sidered as a patriot army combating for
the freedom of the Irish race,

So far from the pacans of praise lav-
ished upon Sarsfield and the Jacobite
army being justified, it is questionable
whether a more enlightened or patriotic
age than our own will not condemn
them as little better than traitors for
their action in seducing the Irish people

from their allegiance to the cause of
their country’s freedom, to plunge them
into a war on behalf of a foreign tyrant
- a tyrant who, even in the midst of
their struggles on his behalf, opposed
the Dublin Parliament in its efforts to
annul the supremacy of the English
Parliament.

The war between William and
James offered a splendid opportunity to
the subject people of Ireland to make a
bid for freedom while the forces of their
oppressors were rent in a civil war. The
opportunity was cast aside, and the sub-
ject people took sides on behalf of the
opposing factions of their enemies. The
reason is not hard to find. The Catholic
gentlemen and nobles who had the
leadership of the people of Ireland at
the time were, one and all, men who
possessed considerable property in the
country, property to which they had,
notwithstanding their Catholicity, no
more right or title than the merest
Cromwellian or Williamite adventurer.
The lands they held were lands which
in former times belonged to the Irish

Ly
5

people — in other words, they were
tribe-lands. As such, the peasantry

then reduced to the position of mere
tenants-at-will -~ were the rightful own-
ers of the soil, whilst the Jacobite
chivalry of King James were either the
descendants of men who had obtained
their property in some former confisca-
tion as the spoils of conquest; of men
who had taken sides with the oppressor
against their own countrymen and were
allowed to retain their property as the
fruits of treason; or finally, of men who
had consented to seek from the English
Government a grant giving them a per-
sonal title to the lands of their clans-

men.

THE 1700s

Before long the Protestant and Catholic
tenants were suffering one common
oppression. The question of political
supremacy having been finally decided,
the yoke of economic slavery was now
laid unsparingly upon the backs of the
labouring people. All religious sects suf-

The Battle of the Boyne — King William's troops “cared as little for Protestantism as they did for human life”
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fered equally from this cause. The Penal
Laws then in operation against the
Catholics did indeed make the life of
the propertied Catholics more insecure
than would otherwise have been the
case; but to the vast mass of the popula-
tion the misery and hardship entailed
by the working out of economic laws
were fraught with infinitely more suffer-
ing than it was at any time within the
power of the Penal Laws to inflict. Asa
matter of fact, the effect of the latter
code in impoverishing wealthly
Catholics has been much overrated.
The class interests, which at all times
unite the propertied section of the com-
munity, operated, to a large extent, to
render impossible the application of the
power of persecution to its full legal
limits. Rich Catholics were quietly tol-
erated, and generally received from the
rich Protestants an amount of respect
and forbearance which the latter would
not at any time extend to their
Protestant tenantry or work-people.

In the famine of 1740 no less a num-
ber than 400,000 are estimated to have
perished of hunger or of the diseases
which follow in the wake of hunger.
This may seem an exaggeration, but the
statement 1s amply borne out by con-
temporary evidence. Thus Bishop
Berkeley, of the Anglican Church, writ-
ing to Mr. Thomas Prior, of Dublin, in
1741, mentions that: “The other day [
heard one from the county of Limerick
say that whole villages were entirely
dis-peopled. About two months since |
heard Sir Richard Cox say that five
hundred were dead in the parish,
though in a country, I believe, not very
populous.” And a pamphlet entitled
The Groansof Ireland, published in 1741,
asseris “the universal scarcity was fol-
lowed by fluxes and malignant fevers,
which swept off multitudes of all sorts,
so that whole villages were laid waste.”

This famine, be it remarked, like all
modern famine, was solely attributable
to economic causes; the poor of all reli-
gions and politics were equally suffer-
ers; the rich of all religions and politics
were equally exempt.

The country had not recovered from
the direful effects of this famine when a
further economic development once
more plunged the inhabitants into

— e —
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Irish tenants and labourers lived in dire poverty in the 18th century

blackest despair. Disease having
attacked and destroyed great quantities
of cattle in England, the aristocratic
rulers of that country — fearful lest the
ensuing high price of meat should lead
to a demand for higher wages on the
part of the working class in England -
removed the embargo off Irish carle,
meat, butter and cheese at the English
ports, thus partly establishing free trade
in those articles between the two coun-
tries. The immediate result was thart all
such provisions brought such a price in
England that tillage farming in Ireland
became unprofitable by comparison,
and every effort was accordingly made
to transform arable lands into sheep-
walks or grazing lands. The landlord
class commenced evicting their tenants;
breaking up small farms, and even seiz-
ing upon village common lands and
pasture grounds all over the country
with the most disastrous results to the
labouring people and cottiers generally.
Where a hundred families had reaped
as sustenance from their small farms, or
by hiring out their labour to the owners
of large farms, a dozen shepherds now
occupied their places.

Immediately there sprung up
throughout Ireland numbers of secret
societies in which the dispossessed peo-
ple strove by lawless acts and violent
methods to restrain the greed of their
masters, and to enforce their own right
to life. They met in large bodies, gener-
ally at midnight, and proceed to tear
down enclosures; to hough cattle; to dig

up and so render useless the pasture
lands; to burn the houses of the shep-
herds; and in short, to terrorise their
social rulers into abandoning the policy
of grazing in favour of tillage, and to
give more employment to the labourers
and more security to the cottier. These
secret organisations assumed different
names and frequently adopted different
methods, and it is now impossible to
tell whether they possessed any coher-
ent organisation or not. Throughout the
South they were called Whiteboys,
from the practice of wearing white
shirts over their clothes when on their
nocturnal expeditions. About the year
1762 they posted their notices on con-
spicuous places in the country districts

notably, Cork, Waterford, Limerick,
and Tipperary — threatening vengeance
against such persons as had incurred
their displeasure as graziers, evicting
landlords, etc.

The spirit of the ruling class against
those poor slaves in revolt may be
judged by two incidents exemplifying
how Catholic and Protestant propri-
etors united to fortify injustice and pre-
serve their privileges, even at a time
when we have been led to believe that
the Penal Laws formed an insuperable
barrier against such Union. In the year
1762 the Government offered the sum
of £100 for the capture of the first five
Whiteboy Chiefs. The Protestant inhab-
itants of the city of Cork offered in
addition £300 for the Chief, and £50 for
cach of his first five accomplices arrest-
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ed. Immediately the wealthy Catholics
of the same city added to the above
sums a promise of £200 for the chief
and £40 for each of his first five subor-
dinates. This was at a time when an
English governor, Lord Chesterfield,
declared that if the military had killed
half as many landlords as they did
Whiteboys they would have contributed
more effectually to restore quiet, a
remark which conveys some slight idea
of the carnage made among the peas-
antry.

Many a peasant's corpse swung on
the gibbet, and many a promising life
was doomed to blight and decay in the
foul confines of the prison hell, to glut
the vengeance of the dominant classes.
Arthur Young, in his Tour of Ireland,
thus describes the state of matters
against which those poor peasants
revolted.

“A landlord in Ireland can scarcely
invent an order which a servant,
labourer, or cottier dares to refuse
... Disrespect, or any-
thing tending towards sauciness he
may punish with his cane or his
horsewhip with the most perfect
security. A poor man would have
his bones broken if he offered to lift
a hand in his own defence ...
Landlords of consequence have
assured me that many of their cot-
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tiers would think themselves hon-
oured by having their wives and
daughters sent for to the bed of
their master — a mark of slavery
which proves the oppression under
which people must live.”

GRATTAN'S PARLIAMENT

At the present day our political agita-
tors never tire of telling us with the
most painful iteration that the period
covered by Grattan's Parliament was a
period of unexampled prosperity for
Ireland, and that, therefore, we may
expect a renewal of this same happy
state with a return of our ‘native legisla-
ture’ as they somewhat facetiously style
that abortive product of political
intrigue — Home Rule,

In the year 1794 a pamphlet pub-
lished at 7 Capel Street, Dublin, stated

DR

Henry Grattan

that the average wage of a day labourer
in the County Meath reached only 6d.
per day in Summer, and 4d. per day in
Winter; and in the pages of the Dublin
Journal, a ministerial organ, and the
Dublin Evening FPost, a supporter of
Grattan's Party, for the month of April,
1796, there is to be found an advertise-
ment of a charity sermon to be
preached in the Parish Chapel, Meath
Street, Dublin, in which advertisement
there occurs the statement that in three
streets of the Parish of St. Catherine’s
“no less than 2,000 souls had been
found in a starving condition”.
Evidently ‘prosperity’ had not much
meaning to the people of St
Catherine's.

The period marked politically by
Grattan's Parliament was a period of
commercial inflation due to the intro-
duction of mechanical improvements
into the staple industries of the country.
As long as such machinery was worked
by hand, Ireland could hold her place
on the markets, but with this applica-
tion of steam to the service of industry,
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which began on a small scale in 1785,
and the introduction of the power-
loom, which first came into general use
1813, the
advantage of an indigenous coal supply
finally settled the contest in favour of
English manufacturers.

A native Parliament might have hin-
dered the subsequent decay, as an alien
Parliament may have hastened it; but in
either case, under capitalistic condi-
tions, the process itself was as
inevitable as the economic evolution of
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which it was one of the most significant
signs. How little Parliament had to do
with it may be gauged by comparing the
positions of Ireland and Scotland. In
the year 1799, Mr. Foster in the Irish
Parliament stated that the production of
linen was twice as great in Ireland as in
Scotland. The actual figures given were
for the year 1796 - 23,000,000 yards for
Scotland as against 46,705,319 for
Ireland. This discrepancy in favour of
Ireland he attributed to the native
Parliament. But by the year 1830,
according to McCulloch's Commercial
Dictionary, the one port of Dundee in
Scotland exported more linen than all
Ireland. Both countries had been
deprived of self-government. Why had
Scottish manufacture advanced whilst
that of Ireland had decayed? Because
Scotland possessed a native coal supply,
and every facility for industrial pursuits
which Ireland lacked.

The ‘prosperity’ of Ireland under
Grattan’s Parliament was almost as lit-
tle due to that Parliament as the dust
caused by the revolutions of the coach-
wheel was due to the presence of the fly
who, sitting on the coach, viewed the
dust, and fancied himself the author
thereof. And, therefore, true prosperity
cannot be brought to Ireland except by
measures somewhat more drastic than
that Parliament ever imagined.

The Act of Union was made possi-
ble because Irish manufacture was
weak, and, consequently, Ireland had
not an energetic capitalist class with
sufficient public spirit and influence to
prevent the Union.

Industrial decline having set in, the
Irish capitalist class was not able to
combat the influence of the corruption
fund of the English Government, or to



Grattan's Parliament represented the privileged landlord class

create and lead a party strong enough
to arrest the demoralisation of Irish
public life. This we are certain is the
proper statement of the case. Not that
the loss of the Parliament destroyed
Irish manufacture, but that the decline
of Irish manufacture, due to causes
already outlined, made possible the
destruction of the Irish Parliament.
Had a strong enterprising and success-
ful Irish capitalist class been in exis-
Ireland, a Parliamentary
reform investing the Irish masses with
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the suffrage would have been won
under the guns of the Volunteers with-
out a drop of blood being shed; and
with a Parliament elected under such
conditions the Act of Union would
have been impossible. But the Irish cap-
italist class used the Volunteers to force
commercial reforms from the English
Government and then, headed by
Henry Grattan, forsook and denounced
the Volunteers when that body sought,
by reforming the representative system,
to make it more responsive to the will of
the people, and thus to secure in peace

what they had won by the threat of vio-
lence.

An Ireland controlled by popular
suffrage would undoubtedly have
sought to save Irish industry, while it
was yet time, by a stringent system of
protection which would have imposed
upon imported goods a tax heavy
enough to neutralise the advantages
accruing to the foreigner from his coal
supply, and such a system might have
averted that decline of Irish industry
which, as we have already stated, was
otherwise inevitable. But the only hope
of realising that Ireland lay then in the
armed force of the Volunteers; and as
the capitalist class did not feel them-
selves strong enough as a class to hold
the ship of state against the aristocracy
on the one hand and the people on the
other, they felt impelled to choose the
only alternative — viz., to elect to throw
in their lot with one or other of the con-
tending parties. They chose to put their
trust in the aristocracy, abandoned the
populace, and as a result were deserted
by the class whom they had trusted,

and went down into bankruptcy and
slavery with the class they had betrayed.

A further and, to our mind, conclu-
sive proof of the manner in which the
‘Parliament of ‘82" was regarded by the
real Nationalists and progressive
thinkers of Ireland is to be found in the
extract below from the famous pam-
phlet written by Theobald Wolfe Tone
and published September, 1791, enti-
tled An Argument on behalf of the
Catholics of Ireland:

“The Revolution of 1782 was a
which
Irishmen to sell at a much higher

Revolution enabled
price their honour, their integrity,
and the interests of their country; it
was a Revolution which, while at
one stroke it doubled the value of
every borough-monger in the king-
dom, left three-fourths of our coun-
trymen slaves as it found them, and
the government of Ireland in the
base and wicked and contemptible
hands who had spent their lives in
degrading and plundering her; nay,
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some of whom had given their last
vote decidedly, though hopelessly,
against  this, our famous
Revolution. Who of the veteran
enemies of the country lost his
place or his pension? Who was
called forth to station or office from
the ranks of opposition? Not one.
The power remained in the hands
of our enemies, again to be exerted
for our ruin, with this difference,
that formerly we had our distress,
our injuries, and our insults gratis
at the hands of England; but now
we pay very dearly to receive the
same with aggravation, through the
hands of Irishmen - yet this we
boast of and call a Revolution!”

THE UNITED IRISHMEN - DEMOCRATIC
AND INTERNATIONALIST

Fierce competition for farms and for
jobs enabled the master class to bend
both Protestant and Catholic to its will,
and the result was seen in the revolts we
have noticed earlier in our history. The
Protestant workman and tenant was
learning that the Pope of Rome was a
very unreal and shadowy danger com-
pared with the social power of his
employer or landlord, and the Catholic
tenant was awakening to a perception
of the fact that under the new the new
social order the Catholic landlord rep-
resented the Mass less than the rent-
roll. The times were propitious for a
union of the two democracies of
Ireland. They had travelled from widely
different points through the valleys of
disillusion and disappointment to meet
at last by the unifying waters of a com-
mon suffering.

To accomplish this union, and make
it a living force in the life of the nation,
there was required the activity of a rev-
olutionist with statesmanship enough
to find a common point upon which the
two elements could unite, and some
great event, dramatic enough in its
character, to arrest the attention of all
and fire them with a common feeling.
The first, the Man, revolutionist and
statesman, was found in the person of
Theobald Wolfe Tone, and the second,
the Event, in the French Revolution.
Wolfe Tone had, although a Protestant,

LA
Wolfe Tone — pioneer of Irish democracy
been secretary for the Catholic
Committee for some time, and in that
capacity had written the pamphlet quot-
ed in a previous chapter, but eventually
had become convinced that the time
had come for more comprehensive and
drastic measures than the Committee
could possibly initiate, even were it will-
ing to do so, The French Revolution
operated alike upon the minds of the
Catholic and Protestant democracies to
demonstrate this fact, and prepare them
for the reception of it. The Protestant
workers saw 1n it a revolution of a great
Catholic nation, and hence wavered in
the belief so insidiously instilled into
them that Catholics were willing slaves
of despotism; and the Catholics saw in
it a great manifestation of popular

22 IRIS the republican magazine

power — a revolution of the people
against the aristocracy, and, therefore,
ceased to believe that aristocratic lead-
ership was necessary for their salvation.

Seizing this propitious moment,
Tone and his associates proposed the
formation of a society of men of every
creed for the purpose of securing an
equal representation of all the people in
Parliament.

This was, as Tone's later words and
works amply prove, intended solely as a
means of unity, Knowing well the
nature of the times and political oli-
garchy in power, he realised that such a
demand would be resisted with all the
power of government; but he wisely
calculated that such resistance to a pop-
ular demand would tend to make closer
and more enduring the union of the
democracy, irrespective of religion,
And that Tone had no illusions about
the value of the aristocracy is proven in
scores of passages in his autobiography.
We guote one, proving alike this point,
and also the determining effect of the
French Revolution upon the popular
mind in Ireland: -

“As the Revolution advanced, and
as events expanded themselves, the
public spirit of Ireland rose with a
rapid acceleration. The fears and
animosities of the aristocracy rose
in the same or a still higher propor-
tion. In a little time the French
Revolution became the test of
every man'’s political creed, and the
nation was fairly divided into great
parties — the aristocrats and democ-
rats borrowed from France, who
have ever since been measuring
each other's strength and carrying
on a kind of smothered war, which
the course of events, it is highly
probable, may soon call into energy
and action,”

It will be thus seen that Tone built
up his hopes upon a successful prosecu-
tion of a Class War, although those
who pretend to imitate him to-day raise
up their hands in holy horror at the
mere mention of the phrase.

The Society of United Irishmen was
initiated and conducted by men who
realised the importance of all those



principles of action upon which latter-
day Irish revolutionists have turned
their backs. Consequently it was as
effective in uniting the democracy of
Ireland as the ‘patriots’ of our day have
been in keeping it separated into war-
ring religious factions. It understood
that the aristocracy was necessarily hos-
tile to the principle and practice of
Freedom; it understood that the Irish
fight for liberty was but a part of the
world-wide upward march of the
human race, and hence it allied itself
with the revolutionists of Great Britain
as well as with those of France, and it
said little about ancient glories, and
much about modern misery. The
Report of the Secret Committee of the
House of Lords reprinted in full the
Secret Manifesto to the Friends of
Freedom in Ireland, circulated through-
out the country by Wolfe Tone and his
associates, in the month of June, 1791.
We quote a few passages to show the
democratic views of its founders. The
manifesto is supposed to have been
written by Wolfe Tone in collaboration
with Samuel Neilson and others:

“This society is likely to be a means
the most powerful for the promo-
tion of a great end. What end? The
Rights of Man in Ireland. The
greatest happiness of the greatest
number in this island, the inherent
and indefeasible claim of every free
nation to rest in this nation - the
will and the power to be happy to
pursu¢ the common weal as an
individual pursues his private wel-
fare, and to stand in insulated inde-
pendence, an imperatorial people.

“The greatest happiness of the
Greatest Number. On the rock of
this principle let this society rest; by
this let it judge and determine every
political question, and whatever is
necessary for this end let it not be
accounted hazardous, but rather
our interest, our duty, our glory and
our common religion,

“When the aristocracy come
forward, the people fall backward;
when the people come forward, the
aristocracy, fearful of being left
behind, insinuate themselves into
our ranks and rise into timid lead-

ers or treacherous auxiliaries. They
mean to make us their instruments;
let us rather make them our instru-
ments. One of the two must hap-
pen. The people must serve the
party, or the party must emerge in
the mightiness of the people, and
Hercules will then lean upon his
club. On the 14th of July, the day
which shall ever commemorate the
French Revolution, let this society
pour out their first libation to
European liberty, eventually the lib-
erty of the world, and, their eyes
raised to Heaven in His presence
who breathed into them an ever-liv-
ing soul, let them swear to main-
tain the rights and prerogatives of
their nature as men, and the right
and prerogative of Ireland as an
independent people.”

These men aimed at nothing less
than a social and political revolution
such as had been accomplished in
France, or even greater, because the
French Revolution did not enfranchise
all the people, but made a distinction
between active and passive citizens, tax-
payers and non-taxpayers. Nor yet can
an impartial student fail to realise that it
was just this daring aim that was the
secret of their success as organisers, as
it 1s the secret of the political effective-
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ness of the Socialists of our day.
Nothing less would have succeeded in
causing Protestant and Catholic masses
to shake hands over the bloody chasm
of religious hatreds, nothing less will
accomplish the same result in our day
among the Irish workers. It must be
related to the credit of the leaders of the
United Irishmen that they remained
true to their principles, even when mod-
eration might have secured a mitigation
of their lot. When examined before the
Secret Committee of the House of
Lords at the prison of Fort George,
Scotland, Thomas Addis Emmet did
not hesitate to tell his inquisitors that if
successful they would have inaugurated
a very different social system to that
which then prevailed.

ROBERT EMMET AND HIS
WORKING-CLASS SUPPORT

The Emmet Conspiracy — the aftermath
of the United Irish movement of 1798,
was even more distinctly democratic,
international and popular in its sympa-
thies and affiliations. All students who
have investigated the matter are as one
in conceding that Emmet's conspiracy
was more of a working-class character
than its predecessors. Indeed it is a
remarkable fact that this conspiracy,
widespread  throughout Ireland,
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England, and France, should have pro-
gressed so rapidly, and with such elabo-
rate preparations for armed revolt,
amongst the poorer section of the pop-
ulace, right up to within a short time of
the date for the projected rising, with-
out the alert English Government or its
Irish Executive being able to inform
themselves of the matter.

Probably the proletarian character
of the movement - the fact that it was
recruited principally amongst the work-
ing class of Dublin and other large cen-
tres, as well as amongst the labouring
element of the country districts, was the
real reason why it was not so prolific of
traitors as its forerunner. Afier the con-
spiracy had fallen through, the
Government, of course, pretended that
ithad known of it all along - indeed the
British Government in Ireland always

Robert Emmet

pretends to be omniscient — but nothing
developed during the trial of Emmet to
justify such a claim. Nor has anything
developed since, although searchers of
the Government documents of the
time, the Castlereagh papers, the
records of the secret service and other
sources of information, have been able
to reveal in their true colours of infamy
many who had posed in the limelight
for more than a generation as whole-
souled patriots and reformers.

Nothing has vet been demonstrated
to dim the glory or sully the name of
the men and women of the working
class, who carried the dangerous secret
of Emmet's conspiracy and guarded it
so well and faithfully to the end. It must
be remembered in this connection, that
at that period the open organisation of
labourers for any purpose was against
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the law, that consequently the trade
unions which then flourished amongst
the working class were all illegal organ-
isations, whose members were in con-
stant danger of arrest and transporta-
tion for the crime of organising, and
that, therefore, a proposal to subvert the
oppressive governing class and establish
a republic founded upon the votes of all
citizens, as Emmet planned, was one
likely to appeal alike to the material
requirements and imagination of the
Irish toilers. And, as they were already
trained to secrecy in organisation, they
naturally made splendid material for
the revolutionary movement. It is sig-
nificant that the only serious fight on
the night of the ill-fated insurrection
took place in the Coombe district of the
Liberties of Dublin, a quarter inhabited
exclusively by weavers, tanners, and
shoemakers, the best organised trades
in the city, and that a force of Wicklow
men brought into Dublin by Michael
Dwyer, the insurgent chieftain, were
sheltered on the quays amongst the
dock-labourers; and eventually man-
aged to return home without any traitor
betraying their whereabouts to the
numerous Government spies over-run-
ning the city.

The ripeness of the labouring ele-
ment in the country at large for any
movement that held out hopes of social
emancipation may be gauged by the
fact that a partial rebellion had already
taken place in 1802 in Limerick,
Waterford, and Tipperary, where,
according to Haverty's History of
Ireland, “the alleged grounds for rebel-
lion were the dearness of the potatoes”,
and “the right of the old tenants to
retain possession of their farms”.

Such were the domestic materials
upon which the conspiracy of Emmet
rested — working-class elements fired
with the hope of political and social
emancipation. Abroad he sought
alliance with the French Republic - the
incarnation of the political, social, and
religious unrest and revolution of the
age, and in Great Britain he formed
alliance with the ‘Sassenach’ reformers
who were conspiring to overthrow the
English monarchy. On November 13,
1802, one Colonel Despard, with nine-
teen others, was arrested in London



charged with the crime of high treason;
they were tried on the charge of con-
spiracy to murder the King; although
no evidence in support of such a charge
was forthcoming, Despard and seven
others were hanged. According to the
Castlereagh papers Emmet and
Despard were preparing for a simulta-
neous uprising, a certain William
Dowdall, of Dublin, described as one of
the most determined of the society of
United Irishmen, being the confidential
agent who acted for both,

Every recurring Emmet anniversary
continues to bring us its crop of orators
who know all about Emmet’s martyr-
dom, and nothing about his principles.
Even some of the more sympathetic of
his panegyrists do not seem to realise
that they dim his glory when they repre-
sent him as the victim of a protest
against an injustice local to Ireland,
instead of as an Irish apostle of a world-
wide movement for liberty, equality and
fraternity. Yet this latter was indeed the
character and position of Emmet, and
as such the democracy of the future will
revere him. He fully shared in the inter-
national sympathies of that Dublin
Society of United Irishmen who had
elected a Scottish reformer to be a
United Irishman upon hearing that the
Government had sentenced him to
transportation for attending a reform
convention in Edinburgh. He believed
in the bmotherhood of the oppressed,
and in the community of free nations,
and died for his ideal.

Emmet is the most idolised, the
most universally praised of all Irish
martyrs; it is, therefore, worthy of note
that in the proclamation he drew up to
be 1issued in the name of the
‘Provisional Government of Ireland’
the first article decrees the wholesale
confiscation of church property and the
nationalising of the same, and the sec-
third
declare void the transfer of all landed

ond and decrees forbid and
property, bonds, debentures, and public
securities, until the national govern-
ment is established and the national will
upon them is declared.

Two things are thus established
viz., that Emmet believed the ‘national
will" was superior to property rights,
and could abolish them at will; and also

that he realised that the producing class-
es could not be expected to rally to the
revolution unless given to understand
that it meant their freedom from social
as well as from political bondage.

DANIEL O'CONNELLS BETRAYALS

For both Ireland and Great Britain the
period between the winning of Catholic
Emancipation (1829) and the year 1850
was marked by great misery and desti-
tution amongst the producing classes,
accompanied by abortive attempts at
revolution in both countries, and the
concession of some few unimportant
political and social reforms. In Ireland
the first move against the forces of priv-

ilege was the abolition of the Tithes, or,
more correctly speaking, the abolition
of the harsh and brutal features atten-
dant upon the collection of the tithes.
The clergy of the Episcopalian Church,
the Church by law established in
Ireland, were legally entitled to levy
upon the people of each district, irre-
spective of religion, a certain tax for the
upkeep of that Church and its minis-
ters. The fact that this was in conformi-
ty with the practice of the Catholic
Church in countries where it was domi-
nant did not, of course, make this any
more palatable to the Catholic peas-
antry of Ireland, who continually saw a
part of their crops seized upon and sold
to maintain a clergy whose ministra-

Daniel O'Connell
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tions they never attended, and whose
religion they detested. Eventually their
discontent at the injustice grew so acute
as to flare forth in open rebellion, and
accordingly all over Ireland the tenants
began to resist the collection of tithes by
every means in their power,

The Episcopalian clergymen called
on the aid of the law, and, escorted by
police and military, seized the produce
of the poor tenants and carried it off to
be sold at auction; the peasantry, on the
other hand, collected at dead of night
and carried off the crops and cattle
from farms upon which the distraint
was to be made, and, when that was
impossible, they strove by acts of vio-
lence to terrorise auctioneers and buy-
ers from consummating the sale. Many
a bright young life was extinguished on
the gallows, or rotted away in prison
cells, as a result of this attempt to sus-
tain a hated religion by contributions
exacted at the point of the bayonet,

Children working in mines in England; Daniel O'Connell opposed legislation to restrict the use of child labour

until eventually the struggle assumed all
the aspect of a civil war. At several
places when the military were returning
from raiding the farm of some poor
peasant, the country people gathered,
erected barricades, and opposed their
passage by force. Significantly enough
of the temper and qualities of the peo-
ple in those engagements, they general-
ly succeeded in rescuing their
cattle from the police and military, and
in demonstrating that Ireland still pos-

ops and

sessed all the material requisite for
armed rebellion.

In one conflict at Newtownbarry,
twelve peasants were shot and twenty
fatally wounded; in another at
Carrigshock eleven policemen were
killed and seventeen wounded: and ata
great fight at Rathcormack, twelve
peasants were killed in a fight with a
large body of military and armed
police. Eye-witnesses declared that the
poor farmers and labourers engaged,

26 IRIS i republican magazine

e ! ' _J.p
W ' ';:i_:t" !
v/
=/

stood the charge and volleys of the sol-
diers as firmly as if they had been sea-
soned troops, a fact that impressed the
Government more than a million
speeches could have done. The gravity
of the crisis was enhanced by the con-
trast between the small sum often
involved, and the bloodshed necessary
to recover it. Thus, at Rathcormack,
twelve peasants were massacred in an
attempt to save the effects of a poor
widow from being sold to pay a sum of
forty shillings due as tithes. The ulti-
mate effect of all this resistance was the
passage of a Tithes Commutation Act
by which the collection of tithes was
abolished, and the substitution in its
place of a ‘Tithe Rent Charge’ by
means of which the sums necessary for
the support of the Episcopalian clergy
were included in the rent and paid as
part of that tribute to the landed aristoc-
racy. In other words
drain remained, but it was deprived of

the economic




all the more odious and galling features
of its collection.

The secret Ribbon and Whiteboy
Societies were the most effective
weapons of the peasantry in this fight,
and to their activities the victory is
largely to be attributed. The politicians
gave neither help nor countenance to
the fight, and save for the advocacy of
one small Dublin newspaper, conduct-
ed by a small but brilliant band of
young Protestant writers, no journal in
all Ireland championed their cause. For
the Catholic clergy it is enough to say
that while this tithe war was being
waged, they were almost universally
silent about that ‘grievous sin of secret
conspiracy’ upon which they are usual-
ly so eloquent. We would not dare to
say that they recognised that, as the
secret societies were doing their work
against a rival priesthood, it was better
to be sparing in their denunciations for
the time being; perhaps that is not the
explanation, but at all events it is note-
worthy that as soon as the tithe war was
won, all the old stock invectives against
every kind of extra-constitutional
action were immediately renewed.

Contemporaneously with this tithe-
war had grown up the agitation for
repeal of the Legislative Union led by
Daniel O'Connell, and supported by
the large body of the middle classes,

Funeral of famine victim, Skibbereen, 1846

and by practically all the Catholic cler-
Zy.

In 1835 O'Connell took his seat on
the Ministerial side of the House of
Commons as a supporter of the Whig
Government., At that time the labour-
ing population of England were the
most exploited, degraded, and almost
dehumanised of all the peoples of
Europe. The tale of their condition
reveals such inhumanity on the part of
the masters, such woeful degradation
on the side of the toilers, that were it
not attested by the sober record of wit-
nesses before various Parliamentary
Commissions the record would be
entirely unbelievable. Women worked
down in coal mines, almost naked, for a
pitiful wage, often giving birth to chil-
dren when surprised by the pains of
parturition amidst the darkness and
gloom of their places of employment;
little boys and girls were employed
drawing hecavy hutches (wagons) of
coal along the pit-floors by means of a
strap around their bodies and passing
through between their little legs; in cot-
ton factories little tots of eight, seven,
and even six years of age of both sexes
were kept attending machinery, being
hired like slaves from workhouses for
that purpose, and worked twelve, four-
teen, and even sixteen hours per day,
living, sleeping, and working under

conditions which caused them to die off
as with a plague; in pottery works,
bakeshops, clothing factories and work-
rooms the overwork and unhealthy con-
ditions of employment led to such suf-
fering and degradation and shortening
of life that the very existence of the
working-class was endangered. In the
agricultural districts the sufferings of
the poor were so terrible that the
English agricultural labourer — the most
stolidly patient, unimaginative person
on the face of the earth — broke out into
riots, machine-breaking, and hay-rick
burning,

In 1838 five cotton-spinners in
Glasgow, in Scotland, were sentenced
to seven years' transportation for acts
they had committed in connection with
trade union combination to better the
miserable condition of their class. As
the punishment was universally felt to
be excessive, even in the brutal spirit of
the times, Mr. Walkley, Member of
Parliament for Finsbury, on the 13th of
February of that year, brought forward
a motion in the House of Commons for
a “Select Committee to enguire into the
constitution, practices, and effects of
the Association of Cotton Operatives of
Glasgow”. O'Connell opposed the
motion, and used the opportunity to
attack the Irish trade unions.

A law had been enacted forbidding

IRIS e republican magazine 27



the employment of children under nine
years of age in factories except silk-
mills, and forbidding those under thir-
teen from working more than forty-
eight hours per week, or nine hours per
day. The ages mentioned will convey to
the reader some idea of how infantile
flesh and blood had been sacrificed to
sate the greed of the propertied class.
Yet this eminently moderate enactment
was fiercely hated by the godly capital-
ists of England, and by every unscrupu-
lous device they could contrive they
strove to circumvent it. So constant and
effective was their evasion of its merci-
ful provisions that the famous friend of
the factory operatives, Lord Ashley, in
the House of Commons, moved a Bill
to more effecrually regulate Factory
Works, its purpose being to prevent or
punish any further infringement of the
Act of 1833, O'Connell opposed the
motion, and attempted to justify the
infringement of the law by the employ-
ers by stating that “they (Parliament)
had legislated against the nature of
things, and against the right of indus-
try." “Let them not”, he said, “be guilty
of the childish folly of regulating the
labour of adults, and go about parading
before the
humanity, which would end by convert-
ing their manufacturers into beggars."”
On this question of the attitude to
be taken up towards the claims of
labour, O'Connell differed radically
with one of his most capable lieu-

world their ridiculous

tenants, Fergus O'Connor, The latter,
being returned to Parliament as a
Repealer, was struck by the miserable
condition of the real people of England
in whose interests Ireland was supposed
to be governed, and as the result of his
investigation into its cause, he arrived at
the conclusion that the basis of the
oppression of lreland was economic,
that labour in England was oppressed
by the same class and by the operation
of the same causes as had impoverished
and ruined Ireland, and that the solu-
tion of the problem in both countries
required the union of the democracies
in one common battle against their
oppressors. He earnestly strove to
impress this view upon O'Connell, only
to find, that in the latter class-feeling
was much stronger than desire for Irish

National
O'Connell, felt himself to be much
more akin to the propertied class of

freedom, and that he,

England than to the working class of
Ireland. This was proven by his actions
in the cases above cited. This diver
gence of opinion between O'Connell
and O'Connor closed Ireland to the lat-
ter and gave him to the Chartists as one
of their most fearless and trusted lead-
ers.

When he died, more than 50,000
toilers marched in the funeral proces-
sion which bore his remains to his last
resting-place. He was one of the first of
that long list of Irish fighters in Great
Britain whose unselfish sacrifices have
gone to make a record for an ‘English’
Labour movement.

THE CAUSES OF THE FAMINE

The staple food of the Irish peasantry
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was the potato; all other agricultural
produce, grains and cattle, was sold to
pay the landlord’s rent. The ordinary
value of the potato crop was yeardy
approximately twenty million pounds
in English money; n 1848, in the midst
of the famine the value of agricultural
produce in Ireland was £44,958,120. In
that year the entire potato crop was a
failure, and to that fact the famine 1s
placidly attributed, yet those figures
amply prove that there was food
enough in the country to feed double
the population, were the laws of capi-
talist society set aside, and human
rights elevated to their proper position.

It is a common saying amongst Irish
Nationalists that “Providence sent the
potato blight; but England made the
famine”. The statement is true, and
only needs amending by adding that
“England made the famine by a rigid
application of the economic principles



that lie at the base of capitalist society”.
No man who accepts capitalist society
and the laws thereof can logically find
fault with the statesmen of England for
their acts in that awful period. They
stood for the rights of property and free
competition, and philosophically
accepted their consequences upon
Ireland; the leaders of the Irish people
also stood for the rights of property,
and refused to abandon them even
when they saw the consequences in the
slaughter by famine of over a million of
the Irish toilers.

The first failure of the potato crop
took place in 1845,
September and December of that year
515 deaths from hunger were regis-
tered, although 3,250,000 quarters of
wheat and numberless cattle had been

and between

exported. From that time until 1850 the
famine spread, and the exports of food

Starving people attack a potato store in Galway

continued. Thus in 1848 it was estimat-
ed that 300,000 persons died of hunger
and 1,826,132 quarters of wheat and
barley were exported. Typhus fever,
which always follows on the heels of
hunger, struck down as many as per-
ished directly of famine, until at last it
became impossible in many districts to
get sufficient labourers with strength
enough to dig separate graves for the
dying. Recourse was had to famine pits,
into which the bodies were thrown
promiscuously; whole families died in
their miserable cabins, and lay and rot-
ted there, and travellers in remote parts
of the country often stumbled upon vil-
lages in which the whole population
had died of hunger. In 1847, ‘black 47",
250,000 died of fever; 21,770 of starva-
tion. Owing to the efforts of emigration
agents and remittances sent from rela-
tives abroad in the same year, 89,783

persons embarked for Canada. They
were flying from hunger, but they could
not fly from the fever that follows in the
wake of hunger, and 6,100 died and
were thrown overboard on the voyage,
4,100 died on their arrival in Canada,
5,200 in hospitals, and 1,900 in mterior
towns.
Great
America, and many who could not
escape to America rushed to the inhos-

Britain was mnearer than

pitable shores of Britain; but pressure
was brought to bear upon the steamship
companies, and they raised the rates
upon all passengers by steerage to an
almost prohibitive price. In this flight to
England occurred one of the most fear-
ful tragedies of all history, a tragedy
which, in our opinion, surpasses that of
the Black Hole of Calcutta in its accu-
mulation of fearful and gruesome hor-
rors. On December 2, 1848, a steamer

IRIS e republican magazine 29



left Sligo with 200 steerage passengers
on board bound for Liverpool. On that
bleak north-western coast such a pas-
sage is at all imes rough, and storms
are both sudden and fierce. Such a
storm came on during the night, and as
the unusual number of passengers
crowded the deck the crew unceremoni-
ously and brutally drove them below
decks, and battened down the hatches
to prevent their re-emergence. In the
best of weather the steerage of such a
coasting vessel is, even when empty of
human freight, foul, suffocating and
unbearable; the imagination fails to
realise what it must have been on that
awful night when 200 poor wretches
were driven into its depths. To add to
the horror, when some of the more des-
perate beat upon the hatches and
demanded release, the mate, in a parox-
ysm of rage, ordered tarpaulin to be
thrown across the opening to stifle their
cries. It did stifle the cries, 1t also
excluded the air and the light, and there
in that inferno those 200 human beings
fought, struggled and gasped for air
while the elements warred outside and
the frail tub of a ship was tossed upon

The destitute seek admission to the poorhouse

the surface of the waters. At last, when
some one stronger than the rest man-
aged to break through and reach the
deck, he confronted the ship's officers
with the news that their brutality had
made them murderers, that grim death
was reaping his harvest amongst the
passengers. It was too true. Out of the
200 passengers battened down below
decks, 72, more than a third of the
entire number, had expired, suffocated
for want of air or mangled to death in
the blind struggle of despair in the dark-
ness. Such is the tale of that voyage of
the ship Londonderry, surely the most
horrible tale of the sea in the annals of
any white people!

Amidst such conditions the Irish
Confederation had been preaching the
moral righteousness of rebellion, and
discoursing learnedly in English to a
starving people, the most of whom
knew only Irish, about the historical
examples of Holland, Belgium, Poland,
and the Tyrol. A few men, notably John
Mitchel,
Thomas Devin Reilly, to their credit be
it said, openly advocated, as the first
duty of the people, the refusal to pay

James Fintan Lalor, and
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rents, the retention of their crops to
feed their own families, and the break-
ing-up of bridges and tearing-up of rail-
road lines, to prevent the removal of
food from the country. Had such advice
been followed by the Young Irelanders
as a body it would, as events showed,
have been enthusiastically adopted by
the people at large, in which event no
force in the power of England could
have saved landlordism or the British
Empire in Ireland,

As explained by Fintan Lalor, the
keenest intellect in Ireland in his day, it
meant the avoidance of all pitched bat-
tles with the English army, and drawing
it into a struggle along lines and on a
plan of campaign where its discipline,
training, and methods would be a hin-
drance rather than a help, and where no
mobilisation, battalion-drilling nor
technical knowledge of military science
was required of the insurgent masses.
In short, it involved a social and a
national revolution, each resting upon
the other. But the men who advocated
this were in a hopeless minority, and
the chiefs of the Young Irelanders were
as rabidly solicitous about the rights of



the landlord as were the chiefs of the
English Government, While the people
perished, the Young Irelanders talked,
and their talk was very beautiful, thor-
oughly grammatical, nicely polished,
and the proper amount of passion
introduced always at the proper psycho-
logical moment. But still the people per-
ished. Eventuvally the Government
seized upon the really dangerous man
the man who had hatred of injustice
deeply enough rooted to wish to
destroy it at all costs, the man who had
faith enough in the masses to trust a
revolutionary outbreak to their native
impulses, and who possessed the facul-
ty of combining thought with action,
John Mitchell. With his arrest the peo-
ple looked for immediate revolution, so
did the Government, so did Mitchel
himself. All were disappointed. John
Mitchel was carried off to penal servi-
tude in Van Diemen's Land (Tasmania)
after scornfully refusing to sign a mani-
festo presented to him in his cell by
Thomas Francis Meagher and others,
counselling the people not to attempt to
rescue him. The working class of
Dublin and most of the towns were
clamouring for their leaders to give the
word for a rising; in many places i the
country the peasantry were acting spon-
taneously. Eventually news reached
Dublin in July, 1848, that warrants were
issued for the arrest of the chiefs of the
Young Ireland party. They determined
to appeal to the country. But everything
had to be done in a ‘respectable’ man-
ner; English army on one side, provided
with guns, bands, and banners; Irish
army on the other side, also provided
with guns, bands and banners, “serried
ranks with glittering steel”, no mere
proletarian insurrection, and no inter-
ference with the rights of property.
When C.G. Duffy was arrested on
Saturday, 9th of July, in Dublin, the
Dublin workers surrounded the mili-
tary escort on the way to the prison at
Newgate, stopped the carriage, pressed
up to Duffy and offered to begin the
insurrection then and there. “Do you
wish to be rescued?”’ said one of the
leaders. “Certainly not,” said Duffy.
And the puzzled toilers fell back and
allowed the future Australian Premier

to go to prison.

William Smith O'Brien — his leadership was “the crowning absurdity”

But the crowning absurdity of all
was the leadership of William Smith
O'Brien. He wandered through the
country telling the starving peasantry to
get ready, but refusing to allow them to
feed themselves at the expense of the
landlords who had so long plundered,
starved, and evicted them; he would not
allow his followers to seize upon the
carts of grain passing along the roads
where the people were dying of want of
food; at Mullinahone he refused to
allow his followers to fell trees to build
a barricade across the road until they
had asked permission of the landlords
who owned the trees; when the people
of Killenaule had a body of dragoons
entrapped between two barricades he
released the dragoons from their dan-
gerous situation upon their leader

assuring him that he had no warrant for
his (O'Brien's) arrest; in another place
he surprised a party of soldiers in the
Town Hall with their arms taken apart
for cleaning purposes, and instead of
confiscating the arms, he told the sol-
diers that their arms were as safe as they
would be in Dublin Castle.

When we remember the state of
Ireland then, with her population per-
ishing of famine, all the above recital
reads like a page of comic opera.
Unfortunately it is not; it is a page from
the blackest period of Ireland’s history.
Reading it, we can understand why
Smith O'Brien has a monument in
Dublin, although Fintan Lalor's name
and writings have been boycotted for
more than fifty years.

Had Socialist

principles been

IRIS e republican magazine 37



applied to Ireland in those days not one
person need have died of hunger, and
not one cent of charity need have been
subscribed to leave a smirch upon the
Irish name. But all except a few men
had elevated landlord property and cap-
italist political economy to a fetish to be
worshipped, and upon the altar of that
fetish Ireland perished. At the lowest
computation 1,225,000 persons died of
absolute hunger; all of these were sacri-
ficed upon the altar of capitalist
thought.

Early in the course of the famine the
English Premier, Lord John Russell,
declared that nothing must be done to
interfere with private enterprise or the
regular course of trade, and this was the
settled policy of the Government from
first to last. A Treasury Minute of
August 31, 1846, provided that “depots
for the sale of food were to be estab-
lished at Longford, Banagher,
Limerick, Galway, Waterford, and
Sligo, and subordinate depots at other
places on the western coast”, but the
rules provided that such depots were
not to be opened where food could be
obtained from private dealers, and,
when opened, food was to be sold at
prices which would permit of private
dealers competing.

The English capitalist class, with
that hypocrisy that everywhere charac-
terises the class in its public acts, used
the misery of the Irish as a means to

conquer the opposition of the English

Irish eviction scene in 1886

James Fintan Lalor — the “clearest
exposition of the doctrine of revolution”

landlord class to free trade in grains, but
in this, as in every other measure of the
famine years, they acted consistently
upon the lines of capitalist political
cconomy. Within the limits of that
social system and its theories their acts
are unassailable and unimpeachable; it
is only when we reject that system, and
the intellectual and social fetters it
imposes, that we really acquire the right
to denounce the English administration
of Ireland during the famine as a colos-
sal crime against the human race.

The non-socialist Irish man or
woman who fumes against that admin-

T
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istration is in the illogical position of
denouncing an effect of whose cause he
is a supporter. That cause was the sys-
tem of capitalist property. With the
exception of those few men we have
before named, the Young Ireland lead-
ers of 1848 failed to rise to the grandeur
of the opportunity offered them to
choose between human rights and prop-
erty rights as a basis of nationality, and
the measure of their failure was the
measure of their country’s disaster,

JAMES FINTAN LALOR

The palm of honour for the clearest
exposition of the doctrine of revolu-
tion, social and political, must be given
to James Fintan Lalor, of Tenakill,
Queen’s County. In his writings, as we
study them to-day, we find principles of
action and of society which have with-
in them not only the best plan of cam-
paign suited for the needs of a country
secking its freedom through insurrec-
tion against a dominant nation, but
also held the seeds of the more perfect
social peace of the future. All his writ-
ings at this period are so illuminating
that we find it difficult to select from
the mass any particular passages which
more deserve reproduction than others.
But as an indication of the line of argu-
ment pursued by this peerless thinker,
and as a welcome contrast to the
paralysing respect, nay, reverence, for
landlordism evidenced by Smith
O’Brien and his worshippers, perhaps
the following passages will serve. In an
article entitled The Faith of a Felon, pub-
lished July 8, 1848, he tells how he had
Irish
Confederation to his views and failed,

striven to convert the

and says:

“They wanted an alliance with the
landowners. They chose to consid-
er them as Irishmen, and imagined
they could induce them to hoist the
green flag. They wished to preserve
an aristocracy. They desired, not a
democratic, but merely a national,
revolution. Had the Confederation,
in the May or June of ‘47, thrown
heart and mind and means into the
movement, | pointed out they
would have made it successful, and



settled at once and forever all ques-
tions between us and England. The
opinions | then stated and which I
yet stand firm to, are these:

“1. That in order to save their
own lives, the occupying tenants of
the soil of Ireland ought, next
autumn, to refuse all rent and
arrears of rent then due, beyond
and except the value of the over-
plus of harvest-produce remaining
in their hands, after having deduct-
ed and reserved a due and full pro-
vision for their own subsistence
during the next ensuing twelve
months.

“2. That they ought to refuse
and resist being made beggars,
landless and homeless, under the
English law of ejection.

“3. That they ought further, on
principle, to refuse all rent to the
present usurping proprictors, until
the people, the true proprietors (or
lords paramount, in legal parlance)
have, in national congress or con-
vention, decided what rents they
are to pay, and to whom they are to
pay them,

“4, And that the people, on
grounds of policy and economy,
ought to decide (as a general rule
admitting of reservations) that
these rents shall be paid to them-
selves, the people, for public pur-
poses, and for behoof and benefit
of them, the entire general people.

“It has been said to me that
such a war, on the principles I pro-
pose, would be looked on with
detestation by Europe. | assert the
contrary; I say such a war would
propagate  itself  throughout
Europe. Mark the words of this
prophecy — the principle I pro-
pound goes to the foundations of
Europe, and sooner or later will
cause Europe to outrise. Mankind
will yet be masters of the earth.
The right of the people to make the
laws — this produced the first great
modern earthquake, whose latent
shocks, even now, are heaving in
the heart of the world. The right of
the people to own the land — this
will produce the next. Train your
hands, and your sons' hands, gen-

Michael Davitt

tlemen of the earth, for you and
they will yet have to use them.”

The paragraph is significant, as demon-
strating that Fintan Lalor, like all the
really dangerous
Ireland, advocated his principles as part
of the creed of the democracy of the
world, and not merely as applicable
only to the incidents of the struggle of

revolutionisis of
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Ireland against England. But this latter
is the interpretation which the middle-
class politicians and historians of
Ireland have endeavoured to give his
teachings after the failure of their
attempt, continued for half a century, to
ignore or suppress all reference to his
contribution to Irish revolutionary liter-
ature.

The working-class democracy of
Ireland will, it is to be hoped, be, for
their part, as assertive of the universali-
ty of Lalor's sympathies as their bour-
geois compatriots are in denying it.
That working class would be uselessly
acquiescing in the smirching of its own
record, were it to permit emasculation
of the message of this Irish apostle of
revolutionary Socialism.

The working class: The inheritors of
the Irish ideals of the past
itory of the hopes of the future

Just as ‘98 was an Irish expression
of the tendencies embodied in the first
French Revolution, as ‘48 throbbed in
sympathy with the democratic and
social upheavals on the Continent of
Europe and England, so Fenianism was
a responsive throb in the Irish heart to
those pulsations in the heart of the
European working class which else-

The repos-
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Fenian prisoners exercising in Mountjoy Prison, 1867
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where produced the
International Working
Men's Association.
Branches of that
Association flourished in
Dublin and Cork until
after the Paris Commune
(1870), and it 1s an inter-
esting study to trace the
analogy berween the
course of development of
the Socialist movement of
after the
Commune and that of the
Irish revolutionary cause
after the failure of ‘67. In
both cases we witness the

Europe

abandonment of insurrec-
tionism and the initiation
of a struggle in which the
revolting class, while aim-
ing at revolution, consis-
tently refuse the arbitra-
ment of an armed strug-
gle. When the revolution-
ary nationalists threw in
their lot with the Irish
Land League, and made the land strug-
gle the basis of their warfare, they were
not only placing themselves in touch
once more with those inexhaustible
quarries of material interests from
which all the great Irish statesmen from
St. Laurence O'Toole to Wolfe Tone
drew the stones upon which they built
their edifice of a militant patriotic Irish
organisation, but they were also, con-
sciously or unconsciously, placing
themselves in accord with the principles
which underlie and inspire the modern
movement of labour. This fact was
recognised at the time by most dispas-
sionate onlookers. Thus, in a rather
amusing book published in France in
1887, under the title of Chez Paddy,
Englished as Paddy at Home, the author,
a French aristocrat, Baron E. de
Mandat-Grancey giving an account of
a tour in Ireland in 1886, in the course
of which he made the acquaintance of
many of the Land League leaders, as
well as visited at the mansions of a
number of the landlords, makes this
comment: -

“For in fact, however they may try
to dissimulate it, the Irish claims, if
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‘Washerwomen at Dunkathel' by Beatrice Gubbins

they do not yet amount to
Communism as their avowed
object — and they may still retain a
few illusions upon that point — still
it is quite certain that the methods
employed by the Land League
would not be disowned by the most
advanced Communists.”

It was a recognition of this fact which
induced The Irish World, the chief advo-
cate of the Land League in America, to
carry the sub-title of American Industrial
Liberator, and to be the mouthpiece of
the nascent labour movement of those
days, as it was also a recognition of this
fact which prompted the Irish middle-
class leaders to abandon the land fight,
and to lend their energies to an attempt
to focus the whole interest of Ireland
upon a Parliamentary struggle as soon
as ever a temporary set back gave them
an opportunity to counsel a change of
tactics.

They feared to call into existence a
spirit of inquiry into the rights of prop-
erty which would not halt at a negation
of the sacredness of fortunes founded
upon rent, but might also challenge the
rightfulness of fortunes drawn from

-
magazine

profit and interest. They
instinctively realized that
such an inquiry would
reveal that there was no
fundamental difference
between such fortunes: that
they were made, not from
land in the one case nor
workshops in the other, but
from the social subjection
of the non-possessing class,
compelled to toil as tenants
on the land or as employees
in workshop or factory.

For the same reason the
Land League (which was
1879 at
Irishtown, Co. Mayo, at a
meeting held to denounce
the exactions of a certain
priest in his capacity as a
rackrenting landlord) had
had at the outset to make
headway in Ireland against
the opposition of all the
official Home Rule Press,
and in Great
amongst the Irish exiles to depend
entirely upon the championship of poor
labourers and English and Scottish
Socialists. In fact those latter were, for
years, the principal exponents and inter-
preters of Land League principles to
the British masses, and they performed
their task unflinchingly at a time when
the ‘respectable” moneyed men of the
Irish communities in Great Britain cow-
ered in dread of the displeasure of their
wealthy British neighbours,

Afterwards, when the rising tide of
victorious revolt in Ireland compelled
the Liberal Party to give a half-hearted
acquiescence to the demands of the
Irish peasantry, and the Home Rule-

founded in

Britain

Liberal alliance was consummated, the
Irish business men in Great Britain
came to the front and succeeded in
worming themselves into all the places
of trust and leadership in the Irish
organisations. One of the first and most
bitter fruits of that alliance was the use
of the Irish vote against the candidates
of the Socialist and Labour Parties.
Despite the horrified and energetic
protests of such men as Michael Davitt,
the solid phalanx of Irish voters was
again and again hurled against the men



who had fought and
endured suffering,
ostracism and abuse for
[reland, at a time when
the Liberal Government
was packing Irish jails
with unconvicted Irish
men and women. In so
manoeuvring to wean the
Irish masses in Great
Britain away from their
old friends, the Socialist
and Labour Clubs, and to
throw them into the arms
of their old enemies the
Liberal capitalists, the
Irish bourgeois politicians
were very astutely follow-
ing their class interests,
even while they cloaked
their action under the
name of patriotism,
Obviously a union of
Irish  patriotism and
Socialist activity, if fur-
thered and endorsed by
Irish organisations in
Great Britain, could not long be kept
out of, or if introduced could not well
be fought in, Ireland. Hence their fran-
tic and illogical endeavour to twist and
distort the significance of Irish history,
and to put the question of property, its
ownership and development, out of
order in all discussions on Irish nation-
ality.

Capitalism is now the enemy, it
reaches across the ocean; and, after the
Irish agriculturist has gathered his har-
vest and brought it to market, he finds
that a competitor living three thousand
miles away under a friendly flag has
undersold and beggared him. The
merely political heresy under which
middle class doctrinaires have for near-
ly 250 years cloaked the Irish fight for
freedom has thus run its its course. The
fight made by the Irish septs against the
English pale and all it stood for; the
struggle of the peasants and labourers
of the 18th and 19th centuries; the great
social struggle of all the ages will again
arise and re-shape itself to suit the new
conditions. The war which the Land
League fought, and then abandoned,
before it was either lost or won, will be
taken up by the Irish toilers on a broad-

‘Dockers' By Maurice McGonigal

er field the sharper weapons, and a
more comprehensive knowledge of all
the essentials of permanent victory. As
the Irish septs of the past were account-
ed Irish or English according as they
rejected or accepted the native or for-
eign social order, as they measured
their oppression or freedom by their
loss or recovery of the collective owner-
ship of their lands, so the Irish toilers
henceforward will base their fight for
freedom, not upon the winning or los-
ing the right to talk in an Irnsh
Parliament, but upon their progress
towards the mastery of those factories,
workshops and farms upon which a
people’s bread and liberties depend.

As we have again and again pointed
out, the Irish question is a social ques-
tion, the whole age-long fight of the
Irish people against their oppressors
resolves itself, in the last analysis into a
fight for the mastery of the means of
life, the sources of production, In
Ireland. Who would own and control
the land? The people or the invaders;
and if the invaders, which set of them -
the most recent swarm of land-thieves,
or the sons of the thieves of a former
generation? These were the bottom

questions of Irish politics,
and all other questions were
valued or deprecated in the
proportion to which they
contributed to serve the
interests of some of the fac-
tions who had already taken
their stand in this fight
around property interests.
Without this key to the
meaning of events, this clue
to unravel the actions of
‘great men', Irish history is
but a welter of unrelated
facts, a hopeless chaos of
sporadic outbreaks, treach-
eries, intrigues, massacres,
murders, and purposeless
warfare,

With this key all things
become understandable and
traceable to their primary
origin; without this key the
lost opportunities of Ireland
seem such as to bring a
blush to the cheek of the
Irish worker; with this key
Irish history is a lamp to his feet in the
stormy paths of to-day. Yet plain as this
is to us to-day, it is undeniable that for
two hundred years at least all Irish polit-
ical movements ignored this fact, and
were conducted by men who did not
look below the political surface. These
men, to arouse the passions of the peo-
ple, invoked the memory of social
wrongs, such as evictions and famines,
but for these wrongs proposed only
political remedies, such as changes in
taxation or transference of the seat of
Government (class rule) from one coun-
try to another. Hence they accom-
plished nothing, because the political
remedies proposed were unrelated to
the social subjection at the root of the
martter.

The revolutionists of the past were
wiser, the Irish Socialists are wiser to-
day. In their movement the North and
the South will again clasp hands, again
will it be demonstrated, as in ‘98, that
the pressure of a common exploitation
can make enthusiastic rebels out of a
Protestant working class, earnest cham-
pions of civil and religious liberty out of
Catholics, and out of both a united
Social democracy.
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Connolly (left) with the national executive of the Irish Trades Union Congress in 1914
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First recruits to the Irish Citizen Army drilling in the Phoenix
Park, December 1913. James Connolly is second from the right
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James Connolly with his wife and daughters, circa 1895 James Connolly commemorative stamp issued 1968
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Speakers photographed in Liverpool in support of Dublin
workers. Back: Jim Larkin and James Connolly. Front: Mrs
Bamber (Liverpool Trades Council) and Bill Haywood (IWW)

Irish Trade Union Congress outside Dublin City Hall, May
Cover of Socialism Made Easy, published in Chicago in 1909 1914. James Connolly is standing second from the right
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Members of the Irish Socialist Republican Party (James Connolly centre front)
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Putting

Irish Unity

on the

OVER 500 PEOPLE participated in a major
conference in London on 20 February 2010.
It was by far the broadest and largest politi-
cal event held to discuss Irish unity in Britain
for many years. ‘Putting Irish unity on the
agenda - a conference to open the debate’
was organised by Sinn Féin to open up a new
national discussion in Britain on the issue,
involving all points of view.

The conference saw a large cross-section
of the Irish community in attendance, trav-
elling from as far afield as Liverpool, Leeds,
the Isle of Man, Bristol, Cardiff and Glasgow

to hear politicians including Sinn Féin MPs
Pat Doherty and Conor Murphy, the SDLP’s
Conall McDevitt, Ken Livingstone, Labour
MPs Jeremy Corbyn, John McDonnell and
Diane Abbott, Salma Yaqoob from the
Respect Party and also cultural figures
including GAA star Jarlath Burns, writer
Ronan Bennett, academics Professor Mary
Hickman and Professor Paul Bew and leading
author on women and Ireland, Margaret
Ward.

Here [RIS carries a report of keynote
addresses of the Conference.
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A United

By Pat Doherty MP

I want to begin dedicating my
remarks to Redmond O Neill who
was a vocal advocate of Irish unity
and a champion for the Irish com-
munity in Britain.

Today's event is the latest in a
series of such conferences which
Sinn Féin 1s holding with the Irish
diaspora and is about creating a
debate around the issue of Irish
reunification. Last year we held two
conferences in the US, one in
Canada and a smaller introductory
meeting here in London. More are
planned for the future, including in
[reland.

But the diaspora is very impor-
tant. In the construction of the
Peace Process the progress we
achieved would not have been possi-
ble without that support, especially
in the US. The international support
which the diaspora helped generate
was and remains very important.
So, in any effort to advance a
United Ireland the diaspora will
play a crucial role, and none more
so than here in Britain. Here the
Irish community has the potential
to directly influence a British gov-
ernment and to persuade British
political leaders of the imperative of
facilitating Irish reunification.

What do Irish republicans mean
by Irish unity?

Our goal is simply stated; an
end to the partition of Ireland, an
end to the Union with Britain, and
the construction of a new national
democracy, a new republic on the
island of Ireland and reconciliation
between Orange and Green. Irish
republicans also have a vision of a
new society, a new Ireland, that is
democratic, inclusive and based on
equality.

A society which shares its
wealth more equitably, seeks the
well being of the aged, the advance-
ment of our young, the liberation of

Ireland is achievable

Pat Doherty is Sinn
Féin MP and MLA for
West Tyrone. Born in
Glasgow of Irish
emigrant parents, he
has a special affinity
with the Irish diaspora
in Scotland, Wales
and England.
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women, and the protection of chil-
dren, and will deliver the highest
standards of services and protec-
tions for all citizens. Republicans
want to create a new relationship
between the peoples of these islands
which puts behind us the negative
consequences of our past relation-
ship and history, and is based on
respect.

At the heart, at the core, of our
United Ireland will be citizens.
Citizens with rights — the right to a
job; to a home; to a decent standard
of education and of health care.
The right to live in a safe environ-
ment; to equality in the Irish lan-
guage; and to participate fully in the
democratic process. The right to
equality and parity of esteem for all
cultural traditions; of those from
faith communities and none; for
traveller or settled.

The Proclamation of 1916,
which is the mission statement of
Irish republicanism in the 21st cen-
tury puts it best even now after
almost 100 years:

“The Republic guarantees reli-
gious and civil liberty, equal rights
and equal opportunities to all its cit-
1zens, and declares its resolve to
pursue the happiness and prosperity
of the whole nation and all of its
parts, cherishing all of the children
of the nation equally.”

So, these are our goals. Putting
them on the political agenda here in
Britain and internationally is an
important part of the work of
advancing the objective of Irish
unity. The reality is that for more
centuries than any of us care to
contemplate Britain's colonial policy
in Ireland has been the source of
conflict, Partition, sectarianism and
division; and the great hurt between
the people of these islands have
their roots in Britain's occupation of
Ireland and the strategies it has pur-
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sued to sustain that occupation.

Partition was not just a line on
the map; it was the construction of
a system of political apartheid
which relied on discrimination and
denied democracy and justice and
created the context for conflict. The
Peace Process has delivered an end
to war and that is to be welcomed
and applauded. However, resolv-
ing the many complexities resulting
from centuries of occupation and
partition was never going to be easy.
And for Irish republicans the under-
lying cause of conflict persists — the
British government’s claim of juris-
diction over a part of Ireland. It is
this denial of the Irish peoples’ right
to self-determination, freedom and
independence which is the core out-
standing issue which must be
resolved. Sinn Féin's focus is on
achieving this.

The Sinn Féin peace strategy,
out of which grew the Peace
Process, recognised this. In the
opening paragraph of our strategy
paper Towards a Lasting Peace in
Ireland which was first published in
1992 | it states:

“A Peace Process, if it is to be
both meaningful and enduring,
must address the root causes of the
conflict. For our part we believe that
a genuine and sustainable Peace
Process must be set in the context of
democracy and self-determination.”

At the
heart of our
United
Ireland will be citizens.
Citizens with rights —
the right to a job; to a
home; to a decent
standard of education
and of

health

care

All that we have done in the
years since has been rooted in this
view.

The Good Friday Agreement is
a key part of this. It is an accommo-
dation — not a settlement. The St.
Andrews Agreement and the recent
progress achieved in the negotia-
tions with the DUP at Hillsborough
are complementary to this. They are
all part of a process of change. And
all of these agreements must be

seen in their all-Ireland, all-island
context.

The journey we are on is one in
which the lines which divide us in
Ireland will be increasingly blurred
until we reach a point where they
become meaningless. In the mean-
time Sinn Féin seeks to use the
opportunity that has been created to
develop a greater understanding of
the interconnectedness of life on
this island and of the advantages
that Irish unity can bring to all of
the people. In this regard the institu-
tional elements of the Good Friday
Agreement and of St. Andrews are
important mechanisms to be built
upon as we seek to move forward.

These are already creating
change and building connections
and greater co-operation across
almost every area of life you can
think of} health, education, infra-
structure, tourism, the environment,
justice and policing, agriculture, and
much, much more.

There have been significant all-
Ireland transport developments,
such as upgrading of Dublin-Belfast
Enterprise rail link, Irish
Government multi-million Euro
investment in City of Derry airport,
substantial Irish Government fund-
ing for new road infrastructure
between the Port of Larne and
Belfast for east-coast corridor, major
ongoing all-Ireland road projects to
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link Dublin and the North West,
and the re-opening of the Ulster
Canal. In addition, measures have
been introduced to promote equality
of opportunity, to defend Human
Rights, and to ensure effective
scrutiny of policing.

The Good Friday Agreement
and the St. Andrews Agreement put
in place mechanisms and arrange-
ments which seek to do that. These
include political matters, institution-
al arrangements, human rights,
equality, policing, justice, language
and culture issues. As well as the
crucial issue of constitutional mat-
ters. And it does all of this in an all-
Ireland context.

These Agreements are also sig-
nificant instruments of change; real
change in real ways in peoples daily
lives.

Of course, unionists have a dif-
ferent perspective. They want to
maintain the union. For this reason
some elements of political unionism
are opposed to this new dispensa-
tion. They seek to minimise, to
dilute and to delay its potential or to
oppose it entirely. And that is their
right. But the Good Friday
Agreement has for the first time cre-
ated a level playing field on which
nationalists and republicans, and
unionists and loyalists can play out
our different positions and let the
people decide.

The Good Friday Agreement
clearly recognises that it is for the
people of the island of Ireland to
determine our own future - to exer-
cise our self-determination. In the
event that a majority of people in
the north prefer a sovereign United
Ireland then the British government
will legislate for it. The agreement
also sets out the mechanism by
which this will happen - by means
of a ‘border poll'. So, when a
majority in the North and a majori-
ty in the south opt for Irish re-unifi-
cation, the constitutional process to
bring that about will kick in.

The Good Friday Agreement
therefore provides for a constitution-
al route to Irish unity. That is a sig-
nificant achievement. Sinn Féin

We need to
look at what
they mean
by their sense of
Britishness and be
willing to explore this
with them and to be
open to new concepts.
We need to look at
ways in which the
unionist people can
find their
place in a
new Ireland

seeks to build on this by working in
partnership with others of like mind
in Ireland to build political support
for Irish reunification. There is a
responsibility for all parties in the
Oireachtas and particularly for the
government in Dublin to actively
work for reunification.

We have to persuade unionists —
or at least a section of unionism —
that such a development makes
political, social and economic sense
— that it serves their self-interest. For
unionists, a new Ireland offers a real
hope of stability and influence and

REDMOND O’NEILL
1954-2009

LIFELONG SOCIALIST
AND INTERNATIONALIST
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prosperity. Within the current
British system unionists make up
less than 2 per cent of the popula-
tion. They are a tiny minority pres-
ence on the margins of a British sys-
tem which doesn't really understand
or care about them. They have no
significant influence within the
political system. In a new Ireland
unionists would make up 20% of
the population and be able to exer-
cise real authority and real power
and real influence.

Sinn Féin is also currently
engaged with unionists and espe-
cially with disadvantaged unionist
working class areas, to a greater
extent than ever before. We need to
address the genuine fears and con-
cerns of unionists in a meaningful
way. We need to look at what they
mean by their sense of Britishness
and be willing to explore this with
them and to be open to new con-
cepts. We need to look at ways in
which the unionist people can find
their place in a new Ireland. In
other words it needs to be their
United Ireland.

So, there are many issues for
republicans and unionists to talk
about.

Sinn Féin's vision of a new
Ireland is of a shared Ireland, an
integrated Ireland, an Ireland in
which unionists have equal owner-
ship; an Ireland in which there will
be respect for cultural diversity, and
a place in which there is political,
social, economic and cultural equal-
ity. There is no desire on the part of
Irish republicans to humiliate
unionists. Nationalists and republi-
cans want our rights, but we do not
seek to deny the rights of anybody
else. What we seek is justice for all
— privilege for none.

One example of this approach
at work 1s the effort, emerging out
of the recent negotiations with the
DUP, to construct a new process for
dealing with the issue of con-
tentious parades. Like the agree-
ment on transfer of powers on
policing and justice, which will take
power from London back to
Ireland, so too this new process will



Irish republicans accept that the Orange Order is a part of who were are as a people

see power taken from London and
given to the Assembly in Belfast.
This is an important development.

Irish republicans accept that the
Orange Order is a part of who were
are as a people. The Irish national
flag is of green for nationalists —
orange for unionists and white for
peace between the two. I have met
representatives of the Orange in the
past. 1 would like to meet more in
the future. I want a dialogue
between us that can help each of us
understand better the beliefs of the
other. I accept absolutely that
Orange marches have their place in
our society but it must be on the
basis of a respect for the rights of
each other.

Can we resolve the issue of con-
tentious parades? [ believe we can.

Can we achieve a United
Ireland? Yes.

There was a time when it was
argued that a United Ireland wasn't
practical because the south was an
impoverished state and why would
anyone want to join that? When the
southern state was doing well Irish
unity was dismissed by some
because it would mean ‘taking on
responsibility’ for an impoverished
north! Today the south is in trouble
economically, while goods and serv-
ices are cheaper in the north. So the
cry goes up again — Why? Why

would the north join with the south
or vice versa’?

The answer is at once simple
and complex. The border is more
than just an inconvenience. It is an
obstacle to progress and while its
adverse affects are most clearly felt
in the communities that straddle the
border, it also impacts negatively
throughout the island. On an island
the size of Ireland, with a popula-
tion of about 6 million it does not
make economic sense to have two
competing economies, with two
governmental administrations and a

Those who
understand
the negative

role successive British
governments have
played in Ireland have
a duty to argue for
reunification. And
don’t think it’s
impossible or can’t
happen or it’s

too high a

hill to climb

host of duplicating services.
Consequently, the delivery of public
services is restricted and inefficient.

There are two competing indus-
trial development bodies seeking
inward investment, with no co-ordi-
nation in supporting local indus-
tries, We have two arts councils and
two sports councils and three
tourists' bodies. This is not efficient.
So, let’s co-operate and connect and
harmonise. Let's erase the lines of
separation, And let's co-ordinate
and plan and strategise for a better
future.

It is also important that we put
the issue of Irish reunification on
the political agenda here, in Britain.
I recognise that at a time of conflict
in Afghanistan, controversy over the
war in Irag, economic recession and
of serious problems within the
British political system, that Ireland
is not at the top of the political
agenda. But those who understand
the rights of the Irish people and
the negative role successive British
governments have played in Ireland,
have a duty to put Irish unity and
independence on that agenda and to
argue for reunification. And don't
think it's impossible or can't happen
or its too high a hill to climb.

Last week we celebrated 20
years of freedom for Madiba —
Nelson Mandela. There was a time
when people thought apartheid
wouldn't end or Mandela would
never be free or there would always
be a divided Germany or that there
would never be peace in Ireland.
Many thought that a deal between
Sinn Fein and the DUP was impos-
sible.

‘Well, apartheid has ended.
Mandela was President of a free
South Africa. Germany is united.
The war is over in Ireland. And we
reached agreement with the DUP at
Hillsborough. So, nothing is impos-
sible. You just have to believe and
strategise and work hard and the
impossible can be achieved.

So, let me invite all of you, as
well as people across Britain in all
of the elected bodies, to join with us
in this historic endeavour.
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For the GAA, Ireland is United

By Jarlath Burns

My life has been defined by my
involvement in the Gaelic Athletic
Association. It contains all the val-
ues, the principles and the ideology
with which I can identify as an
[rishman.

The GAA is in touch with
Ireland in a way that politicians,
civic leaders and the church in par-
ticular have ceased to be for some
years now. It is the last remaining
bastion of moral authority extant in
Ireland today. There are no stories
of sleaze, no WAGs, no lurid head-
lines, no porsches, no fancy
lifestyles, no pictures of players
emerging from nightclubs with
some page three ‘stunna’, no fat cats
operating for their own career
prospects because in the GAA there
are no career people, no players’
wages, only volunteers, The fella
playing in front of 80,000 on
Sunday will be serving you sausages
in the shop on Monday, or teaching
your child, or studying for an exam.

This is why the GAA is a criti-
cal element in the conversation
about Irish unity. You see, the GAA
has never accepted partition. Some
of our clubs straddle the border,
Ulster consists of nine counties and
the desire to seek Irish unity is
enshrined in the Official Guide of
the GAA. There is a commitment
to the use of the Irish language and
the promotion of Irish culture that
is discreet yet honourable, inclusive,
not intrusive and at all times, full to
the neck of integrity that is to be
admired and learnt from.

The GAA kept Ireland together
during the tragedy of the Civil War
when families, divided by the
Treaty, united in their love of the
club. During the Troubles it served
as a non-violent and creative way of
giving witness to the desire to be
classed as Irish, to be proud of our
identity and to seek a united

Ireland. And there was always a
cutting edge to its devotion to a 32-
County Ireland. Rule 21 forbade
members of the British security

When
morons on
the
nationalist
side burn an Orange
hall, morons on the
other side respond by
burning a GAA
clubhouse. Apart from
maddening us that our
premises would be
targeted in this way, to
be classed as the
cultural equivalent of
the Orange
Order is just
as offensive
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forces from playing gaelic games
and the GAA skillfully and serenely
deflected the many brickbats it
received form this stance by calmly
stating that it would remain in place
until the time and climate was right
to change it. And it was true to its
word.

We acutally used to ban our
members playing in or even watch-
ing foreign sports and actually sus-
pended the first President of Ireland
Douglas Hyde for attending a soc-
cer international; we still ban for-
eign sports from our grounds and
debate still rages about whether or
not we should have temporarily
opened Croke Park to rugby and
soccer to allow the redevelopment
of Lansdowne Road. But along the
way the GAA has suffered for hav-
ing these principles. Many of our
members have been killed by loyal-
ist paramilitaries and for many
years our association was seen as a
legitimate target by those who saw
us as a threat to what they would
call the British way of life.

In many ways the GAA has
tried to steer a path through the



warring morass of society in the Six
Counties. When morons on the
nationalist side decide to burn an
Orange hall, morons on the other
side respond by burning a GAA
clubhouse. Apart from maddening
us that our premises would be tar-
geted in this way, to be classed as
the cultural equivalent of the
Orange Order is just as offensive.

And within clubs, it can be just
as fraught with the GAA having to
be equally relevant to the SDLP and
Sinn Féin in the north and Fianna
Fail and all the others in the south.
There is no doubt that the GAA has
become embroiled into the political
arena in ways which cause us seri-
ous discomfort. As an organization
which values culture, we immedi-
ately get pulled into the political
squabble since culture in the north
is part of the battlefield.

When your language, culture
and pastimes have been taken from
you by a distinct and calculated act
of political strategy, then it will take
a palitical act to bring them back
also. The GAA would be upfront
about the fact that our desire for a
united Ireland and our commitment
to the promotion of Irish culture
brings us into the political arena
and when left to our own devices,
we can manage this bit of baggage
quite skilfully.

However, sometimes events just
engulf us. We all now know about
Bloody Sunday, the first one in 1920
when 12 people were shot dead in
Croke Park by the British
Auxiliaries, including Michael
Hogan, a Tipperary player whose
name the main stand bears.

The Hunger Strike in 1981 was
another example. Should the GAA
support it or not? The GAA is polit-
ical, we admit that, but not party
political. Was the Hunger Strike a
party political or a human rights

Jarlath Burns is a
former County
Armagh senior Gaelic
football player and a
stalwart of his local
club, Silverbridge.

issue? This matter split clubs and
divided the GAA community for
many years and at times we felt
helpless to stop it.

Likewise, when the British
Army decided to steal the grounds
of Crossmaglen GAA club for two

Our
experience

of the British

was that
they approached every
situation with the giddy
inquisitiveness of a
child trying to find a
gas leak with
a lighted
match

decades there was an irony lost on
them that was quite hilarious if the
subject matter wasn't so tragic. They
were actually responsible for driving
many young men in Crossmaglen
into the IRA, occupying the
grounds of the local GAA club who
would endeavour to give young peo-
ple a sporting outlet to keep them
out of the [RA. We always feel in
Ireland that the British went out of
their way to just be as stupid as it
was possible to be in their occupa-
tion. How did they ever win two
world wars at all because our expe-
rience of them was that they
approached every situation with the
giddy inquisitiveness of a child try-
ing to find a gas leak with a lighted
match.

And bringing us right up to date
— this week Bryansford GAA are
having their expansion plans thwart-
ed by a particularly bigoted piece of
political chicanery from the DUP
minister of culture, a man who had-
n't even the guts to mention the
GAA Ulster championship last
summer in a statement promoting
the summer of sporting activities in
the Six Counties. And we are still in
trouble because some of our
grounds are named historically and
emotionally after what we would
term Irish patriots, but who others
would call terrorists. Off the field,
we just can't seem to win and this is
why we are distinctly uncomfortable
in the political arena and nowadays
try to avoid it at all costs.

What we do best is to promote
our games, make the idea of the
Irish nation real in the minds and
hearts of Irish people and we are so
far removed from the totally com-
modified professional sports in this
country that it gives us a sense of
bursting pride. You might have had
your empire which has defined you
as a nation, but we have the GAA
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which to us is a much better defini-
tion of what we are.

The GAA remains at the very
heart of Irish society. It is a moral
compass, a mediator, an honest bro-
ker: its contribution to Ireland is
immeasurable; it gives meaning and
purpose to young people at a partic-
ularly vulnerable time in their devel-
opment, it creates social capital that
no government initiative could ever
generate and it provides a social
outlet for its members, particularly
in isolated parts of rural Ireland like
no other organization can.

In conclusion however, it might
also be a reluctant player in any
new robust consensus strategy or
movement for a United Ireland. We
are focused on building relation-

The GAA
remains at
the very
heart of Irish
society. It is @ moral
compass, a mediator,
an honest broker; its
contribution to
Ireland is
immeasurable
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ships with the Protestant people of
the Six Counties and are succeeding
albeit at a very slow pace. We are
being extremely careful in how we
present ourselves in case we might
be seen as narrow minded, conser-
vative Or even sectarian, ammuni-
tion to those who might seek to
condemn us,

The GAA promotes Irish unity
simply by being there, It is @ monu-
ment to how we use our flag, our
anthem, our language, our games,
our songs, our music, our dance in
an inclusive and non-divisive way.
We could all learn from the GAA.
For the GAA, Ireland is united.
There has never been partition. For
the near future at least, this might
have to do us.



A new Ireland must
embrace diversity

By Mary Hickman

If Irish unity is to be put back on the
agenda then it requires a debate that
does not rely on old shibboleths but
one that focuses on what a united
Ireland would look like and offer dif-
ferent people. It requires a revised
vision of Ireland for the 21st century.
Obviously that vision will have to
include a plan for the political
arrangements that could bring people
together and an economic strategy
that might best suit an all-island
economy, but it should also include a
convincing concept of belonging that
is inclusive and allows for multiple
and contingent identities.

In these fluid times characterised
by global migrations, many of them
circular, new ways of perceiving
“who belongs” are required. These
new perceptions of belonging should
encompass both recent emigrants
and the wider diaspora and new resi-
dents as having a stake in Ireland
and its well-being,

Currently about 3.1 million Irish
passport holders live outside Ireland.
Of these about 800,000 were born in

Ireland, with well over half of them
living in the UK. Article 2 of the
Irish constitution was amended after
a referendum in 1998 following the
Good Friday agreement. It provided
that every person born in the island
of Ireland is part of the Irish nation
and that the Irish nation cherishes its
special affinity with people of Irish
ancestry living abroad who share its
cultural identity and heritage. A per-
son who is born outside Ireland is
automatically an Irish citizen by
descent if one of that person’s par-
ents is an [rish citizen who was born
in Ireland. A decade later, however,
there remains deep ambiguity about
relations with the Irish diaspora.

On the one hand, there have
been a variety of attempts in the past
decade to assist and engage with the
diaspora. In 2001 the Irish govern-
ment set up a task force on policy
regarding emigrants and its recom-
mendations led to the establishment
of a the Irish Abroad Unit in the
Department of Foreign Affairs and
to a significant increase in funds

Irish Unity should encompass both recent emigrants and the wider diaspora
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available to assist vulnerable Irish
people abroad. With the rapid onset
of recession a Global Irish
Economic Forum took place last
September, funded by the Irish gov-
ernment, to bring members of the
diaspora to Dublin for consultation
on ways forward for Ireland and a
Global Irish Network has subse-
quently been established.

On the other hand, the possi-
bility of more fully integrating the
diaspora into the life of the nation
has become taboo. There has been
a full-scale retreat from the offer of
representation for the diaspora in
Irish legislative bodies. The issue of
votes for emigrants was the subject
of much debate from the late
1980s, and lobbying groups were

IRIS e republican magazine 47



established in Britain, the US and
Australia. These efforts culminated
at the general election of 1997,
when Fianna Fail's policy docu-
ment promised to introduce emi-
grant voting rights by the year
2000; on gaining power this did
not happen.

The reluctance of Irish politi-
cians to enact such moves largely
relies on the belief that the Irish dias-
pora is so large that the impact of its
vote would be disproportionate and
uncontrollable. Ireland is not only
out of step with the rest of Europe in
this matter but also with much of the
rest of the world. Currently 115
countries allow citizens abroad vot-
ing rights. In Ireland, in contrast, the
national territory and its governance
remains ring-fenced from the influ-
ence of the Irish emigrants.

The identification of Ireland
with its territory remains predomi-
nant but it is remforced by an insis-
tence on blood lineage as the final
guarantor of the right to be an Irish

A united Ireland would be as multi-

ethnic, multi-faith and as class-stratified

an entity as any other European state

Currently
115
countries
allow citizens abroad
voting rights. In
Ireland, in contrast, the
national territory and
its governance remain
ring-fenced from the
influence of
the Irish
emigrants
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citizen. This allows many in the Irish
diaspora access to (a qualified) citi-
zenship but excludes many new resi-
dents in Ireland. Ireland’s historical
imagination about itself since inde-
pendence assumed that various “oth-
ers” (Jews, Protestants, Travellers)
did not offer a serious threat to the
form of “26-county nationalism”
that developed and became deeply
entrenched.

A united Ireland would be as
multi-ethnic, multi-faith and as class-
stratified an entity as any other
European state. In the recent past
Northern Ireland, the Irish diaspora
and multinational immigration have
all posed challenges to definitions of
the Irish nation and of who is
accepted as belonging in Ireland.
Contemporary politics and practices
of governance in Ireland suggest that
many traditional ideas remain in
play. This is a challenge for debates
about the reunification of Ireland but
an opportunity for good political
leadership.



Intellectual humility required
for unity project

By Paul Bew

As part of the Good Friday
Agreement, the Irish constitution
dropped the territorial claim over
Northern Ireland as embodied in
articles 2 and 3 of Eamon De
Valera’s Bunreacht na hEireann.
Since then, the Irish constitution,
borrowing from the ethos of the old
constitution of the Bundesrepublik,
evokes the settled will of the [rish
people to achieve unity by peace
and consent.

How is that project going? Not
very well, it has to be said. The
2001 Northern Irish census revealed
that without significant Protestant
conversion to the nationalist project
and indeed without the complete
collapse of the small but significant
Catholic unionist tradition in
Northern Ireland, Irish unity, based
on consent as the Good Friday
agreement insists, was decades away
at the earliest. It is this reality which
helps to explain Sinn Féin's new
and welcome openness towards dia-
logue with the Protestant and
unionist community in Northern
Ireland.

To make matters worse, the
shattering economic crisis of the
public finances in Dublin combined
with the clerical sexual abuse scan-
dals have turned that society
inwards in a way which also weak-
ens such momentum as there was
for Irish unity. In 1998 Dublin took
out a long-term option on Irish
unity if it could be achieved rela-
tively painlessly. Today, with the sta-
bility of Northern Ireland depend-
ent on a subvention which works
out at £20,000 per annum for every
family of two, nationalist or union-
ist, for many a year to come Dublin
policymakers will be happy to allow
the British taxpayer to pick up the

burden. Therefore, Sinn Féin's new
encouragement of dialogue is very
generous, and perhaps a little fool-
hardy.

The problem in part lies with
the brilliance of the Sinn Féin lead-
ership. It has been superb at emot-
ing and creating widely accepted
personality cults of its dual leader-
ship within its own community. No
embarrassing revelation can dent
the emotional investment which has
now been built up. But superb as
this exercise has been it has its
counterpart in the equally dramatic
failure to make any progress
towards Irish unity. The very
strengths of the current leadership
are also its equally profound weak-
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THIS AGREEMENT 15 ABOUT YOUR FUTURE.
: DLEASE READ IT CAREFULLY.

ness when it comes now to the need
to engage the unionist community.
The IRA campaign has been
cleverly described by Eamonn
McCann as the pursuance of the
civil rights movement by inappropri-
ate means. In other words, a violent
campaign whose effect has been to

Paul Bew is a much-
published historian
and Professor of Irish
Politics at Queen’s
University, Belfast. He
was an advisor to
former Ulster Unionist
Party leader David
Trimble

give the northern nationalist com-
munity a place in the sun within
Northern Ireland. Gordon Brown's
multimillion hand-out to the Irish
language this week is but the latest
proof both of that place in the sun
and the way in which it is under-
written by the Unknown Brtish
Taxpayer, the true hero of the
Troubles.

McCann's formula has the
advantage that it explains why the
failure of the IRA campaign to
achieve its stated objective — British
withdrawal and Irish unity — has
nonetheless placed the political
wing of the Republican Movement
in such a strong position within
Northern Ireland, but also explains
the great difficulty that Sinn Féin
now has. Because it needs to reach
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out to unionists it cannot admit that
the means were inappropriate,

Combined with this is a gen-
uinely threadbare understanding of
the traditions within the unionist
community — either its liberal and
progressive elements, or its conser-
vative and reactionary elements. [t
is no good simply repeating argu-
ments which were around at the
time of the Anti-Partition League of
1948 to the effect that the unionists
really are Irish, that other people see
them as Irish and that they had best
come to terms with the rest of the
Irish people.

The truth is that Ireland is not
defined by a shared imagined com-
munity of one people but two. I
began by drawing attention to
German approach on the issue of
unification. Germany, after all, is a
case of one people whom the great
powers wished to see divided for

Germany,
after all, is a
case of one
people whom the great
powers wished to see
divided for much of the
second half of the 20th
century. Ireland is a
case of two people
whom the great
powers wish to

see united, if
at all
possible

much of the second half of the 20th
century. Ireland is a case of two
people whom the great powers wish
to see united, if at all possible.

The German example, there-
fore, of relatively successful unifica-
tion therefore cannot be taken too
far but 1t is worth noting that it pro-
vides a good evidence of the intel-
lectual humility required for such a
project. At a time when many
German intellectuals were opposed
to unification in 1991, Karl Heinz
Bohrer published a celebrated arti-
cle entitled Why We Are Not a Nation
and Why We Should Become One,
which both faced up to the case
against unification and gave signifi-
cant reasons why it should happen.
It would be a remarkable thing if
sometime soon we were able to read
an article as serious with the same
title from the pen of Gerry Adams.
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What would a United Ireland

mean for women?

By Margaret Ward

In thinking of a future united
Ireland, my starting point has to be
that of a feminist — what would it
mean for women? Where are the
strategies, policy commitments that
will make a difference? Where are
women now, in the 26 and Six
Counties in terms of representation,
reproductive rights and recognition?

In both north and south we
remain in a minority in political and
public life. The Dail has always
been at least 86% male. The
Northern Ireland Assembly at best
has been 84% male. No political
party has come out in support of
the urgent measures — particularly
quotas — that need to be put in place
before that male political domi-
nance can be ended.

In terms of reproductive justice,
the experience of abortion repre-
sents modern Ireland's hidden dias-
pora. Human Rights Watch has
condemned the Irish government
for contributing directly to viola-

Historian and author
Margaret Ward has
published pioneering
studies on Irish
women
revolutionaries and
on the place of
feminism in the Irish
struggle

tions of women's human rights,
Since 1980, at least 90,000 women
have travelled to the UK from the
Republic to terminate their pregnan-
cies. The Family Planning
Association Northern Ireland esti-
mates that since 1968, as many as
80,000 women have travelled to
England and other European coun-
tries from Northern Ireland to
access safe and legal abortion serv-
ices.

It is impossible to get govern-
ment or political parties to take
responsibility for this. We have seen
this in practice recently when we
had the support of Westminster
MPs (and Diane Abbott in particu-
lar) for a change to abortion law.
This was blocked because the DUP
threatened that it would jeopardise
their involvement in the Peace
Process. Many women felt that their
existence and their needs were being
negotiated away.

As a representative for the

In both north and south women remain in a minority in political and public life
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Can a united Ireland speak for the needs of women in the island of Ireland?

women's sector, I fought to have this
issue included in the Bill of Rights
Forum in 2008. My experience of
the forum has not convinced me
that political parties have a commit-
ment to achieving equality for
women. In fact, measures to
Improve women's representation
were regarded by unionist parties
with even more hostility than abor-
tion law reform,

[ attended an anti-abortion
meeting in the Presbyterian assem-
bly rooms two years ago and wit-
nessed Mark Durkan, Jeffrey
Donaldson, and other politicians
speaking with pride on how they
were united in their opposition to
reform of abortion law. And |
remembered Joan Carson of the
UUP, who had spoken very differ-
ently in 2000 at an Assembly debate
on the issue. In her view, the 1967
legislation “was made by men for
women and any future changes need
to be made in consultation with the
women of Northern Ireland”. But
we don't have enough women in
political life to push this issue.

Women are the majority of the
population on the island of Ireland,
yet we are at the mercy of a male
minority. If there is everto be a
united Ireland, the foundations have
to include a profound transforma-
tion of gender relations.

Is there recognition of the work
that so many women's groups have
been doing for so long — much of
which crosses borders and helps to
bring north and south together?

If there is
ever to be a
united Ireland,
the foundations have to
include a profound
transformation

of gender

relations
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I am involved in an all-Treland
women's peace building project,
called Hanna's House. In the last
year we have held seminars in the
four historic provinces of Ireland -
last week in Dublin, where the
theme was exploring a feminist
analysis of truth recovery. We
looked at international perspectives,
at issues relating to the conflict in
the north, from unionist and nation-
alist perspectives, and we looked at
truth recovery and institutional
abuse from the experience of
women in the south. It was an emo-
tional day, but it was also inspira-
tional, and women from north and
south once again saw how much
they had in common, despite what
might appear as very different
issues.

Can a united Ireland speak for
the needs of women in the island of
Ireland, or must we echo the words
of Virginia Woof — as “outsiders”,
who say: “In fact, as 2 woman, I
have no country. As a woman [
want no country. As a woman my
country is the whole world.”



The Irish Peace Process has
much to offer Europe

By Salma Yaqoob

[ have come down here today from
Birmingham where the conflict in
Northern Ireland has left a deep
scar in the psyche of my city.

The impact of the pub bomb-
ings of November 21st 1974 still
reverberate to this day. 21 complete-
ly innocent people lost their lives.
Nearly 200 were injured. This was
an awful, indefensible act, the con-
sequences of which have been dra-
matic and long lasting. The suffer-
ing of the families of those killed
and injured still continues. Time
cannot be turned back for the
Birmingham Six who were framed
and jailed for a crime they did not
commit. Politically the cause of
Irish unity was set back.

What also happened was that
the entire Irish community was sub-
jected to a terrible backlash and
forced into a long nightmare of
demonisation from which it only
recently has started to emerge. It is
a remarkable fact that it took nearly
25 years before the St Patrick's Day
parade recommenced in the city.

For a long time in Birmingham
the pain from the pub bombings
was so raw that it was virtually
impossible to speak about the con-
flict and the background that had
given rise to the bombings. And
when I hear Irish people talk about
their experiences at that time it res-
onates, to some degree, with my
own experience as a Muslim. Since
the events of 9/11 and 7/7, the
entire Muslim community has been
demonised.

We came under huge pressure
to condemn atrocities committed in
our names, yes, which we rightly
do, but also to silence ourselves on
political stances. To co-operate with
a censorship which strips away the

Salma Yaqoob is a
member of
Birmingham City
Council for the
Respect Party. She is a
prominent anti-war
activist.

If
generations
experience
discrimination and
criminalisation and are
blocked from having a
political voice in their
own country, you
create the conditions
for conflict
and
violence

history and memory of state spon-
sored terrorism, We are being black-
mailed with the threat of being
labelled terrorists or terrorist sympa-
thisers, to not speak the truth.

And that truth is this. Where
you have the abuse of power, vou
have inequality and injustice. And if
generations experience discrimina-
tion and criminalisation and are
blocked from having a political
voice in their own country, you cre-
ate the conditions for conflict and
violence. And where you have vio-
lence, you have victims, on all sides.

To those on the receiving end it
does not matter whether they are
Israeli or Palestinian, whether they
are Kashmiri or Indian, whether
they are British or Irish, their pain
and their suffering is no less real just
because their nationality or religion
is different. So, however difficult and
painful it is, we must speak about
these issues, because the only hope
for eliminating the pain and suffer-
ing is to address the political causes
that give rise to that pain and suffer-
ing,

There are a number of things
that strike me as very significant
about the Peace Process in Northern
Ireland. I will focus on just two.

First the Peace Process is proof
that even what appear to be
intractable political problems can be
un-knotted and huge steps can be
taken to resolving them. And that
lesson is applicable to other appar-
ently intractable problems in other
parts of the world. And this is
directly relevant to me personally.

One of the largest ethnic group-
ing in Birmingham defines them-
selves as being of Kashmiri descent.
Britain bequeathed Kashmir to
India, against the wishes of the
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In Britain and the rest of Europe, Muslims are being demonised now, in a manner similar
to the way Jews, Blacks and the Irish have been in the past

Kashmir's, when they partitioned
the country in 1947. The cost of that
decision has been the brutal Indian
occupation to date, resistance and
armed struggle to that occupation
that has taken the lives of many
thousands of people, and three wars
between nuclear-armed India and
Pakistan.

The foreign policy issue that
probably burns the brightest in the
city, especially among young people,
is that of Palestine. A conflict, once
again, that has its origins in a British
government decision, this time the
partition of historic Palestine to cre-
ate, in the words of Winston
Churchill, a ‘loyal Ulster' in the
Middle East.

Without underestimating the
historical specificity of the Irish
Peace Process, or the frustrations

and difficulties in that process, I do
believe that it offers lessons in con-
flict resolution applicable to other
parts of the world. And to people
who care passionately about peace

Multicultur-
alism and
pluralism are
under attack and the
ideas of citizenship and
identity are discussed
in narrower
and narrower
terms
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and justice, in places like Kashmir
or Palestine, and who often despair
about their situation improving, [
would say there is much hope and
much to be learned from the Irish.

Secondly, I believe the Irish
Peace Process has much to offer
Europe, including Britain, in the
way that lessons from history have
been learnt and the recognition of
the importance of equality and
belonging for all. Sadly, Europe,
instead of learning from its history
is repeating it. We are seeing a rise
in xenophobia and intolerance as
evidence with Switzerland's deci-
sion to ban minarets despite there
being only 4 in the country, and the
calls in France to deny Muslim
women the right to dress as they
want to, which alarmingly have
been echoed in this county.



In this way multiculturalism
and pluralism are under attack and
the ideas of citizenship and identity
are discussed in narrower and nar-
rOwWer terms.

That is why the very important
steps taken to eradicate the inequali-
ty and discrimination that so
defined the Northern Ireland state
from its foundation are so signifi-
cant. The Peace Process is enacting
the idea that equality for all is not a
threatening one, but one that gen-
uinely assures the benefit of all. The
rights of one section of the commu-
nity do not need to be upheld at the
expense of another, in the way for
example Catholics and Nationalists
were subjected in the past. Instead,
what ensures peaceful and respect-
ful belonging and co-existence is
upholding the rights and dignity of
all.

[ am heartened at Sinn Fein's
commitment that Unionists can still
be British in a United Ireland and
that cultural identity and practice,
including Orange marches, have a
right to be protected as long as they
do not attack the rights of others.
These issues of equality, identity,
citizenship and pluralism are of
direct relevance for what is happen-
ing in Britain and the rest of
Europe.

Sadly the rise of the far right
and intolerance indicates a strong
slide in the opposite direction.
Muslims are being demonised now,
in a manner similar to the way
Jews, Blacks and the Irish have been
in the past. It is an irony that a
place that has been so associated
with community division is now
pointing the way to what genuine
pluralism based on equality could
look like. Or perhaps it is because of
the bitter experiences of the realities
of not doing so it is able to do so.
Either way, it is a lesson the rest of
Europe can ill afford to ignore.

So I am here to offer my sup-
port to the Peace Process, and to
congratulate Sinn Fein and its repre-
sentatives for their role within it. I
am also here to offer my support for
the cause of Irish unity.

The
challenge
for us is to
articulate the case for
British disengagement
and lobby for a
relationship between
Britain and Ireland
based on real
equality and

Justice

The Good Friday Agreement
has laid a serious and realistic
prospect of a united Ireland as it
has committed the British govern-
ment to disengage from Ireland,
should the people of Ireland desire
it, in a binding international treaty.

The question that all progres-
sives, Irish and non-Irish, should be
asking is how is the British govern-
ment preparing for this possibility?
Indeed the challenge for us who
want to build on the serious discus-
sion here today is to articulate the
case for that disengagement, and
lobby for a relationship between
Britain and Ireland based on real
equality and justice.

We need to take this message to
our workplaces, colleges, universi-
ties and voluntary organisations.
Speaking for myself I am commit-
ted to raising this issue in
Birmingham City Council, the
largest local authority in Europe,
the symbolism of which I hope
would not be insignificant.

And I am optimistic that if I, as
a Muslim woman, can highlight the
injustice of the British presence in
Afghanistan, on the BBC's Question
Time, in Wootten Bassett, on an all-
male, pro-war establishment panel,
and in my humble opinion win the
argument, the taboos about promot-
ing a united Ireland here in Britain
can certainly be broken down.

AN EXCITING NEW
OPPORTUNITY TO
SPREAD THE
REPUBLICAN
MESSAGE

Would you like to make some extra
cash while playing a key role in spread-
ing the republican message?

In an exciting new development An
Phoblacht will become a monthly pub-
lication with more in depth analysis,
interviews and features. We want to
give as many people as possible the
chance to buy this new improved publi-
cation and are recruiting a new team of
An Phoblacht sellers across every part
of Ireland.

Would you interested in becoming
a seller of the new monthly An
Phoblacht?

If so we are offering you the oppor-
tunity to make £25/€25 for every 50
papers sold. Under the new arrange-
ment there will be a 50p/50cent com-
mission for every paper sold and sellers
will have 3 weeks to sell the papers.

If you are interested in playing an
important part in building support for
the party by becoming an An Phoblacht
seller please complete this form.

NAME:

ADDRESS:

SEND T(x
An Phoblacht, 58 Parnell Square,
Dublin 1, Treland.

Email: dixie @ anphoblacht.com
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Ciorann Marcas Mac Ruairi
an scéal on Afganastain tar
eis ocht mbliana de scrois ag
forsai NATO. Foilsiodh an alt
seo den chéad uair in eagran
1de An Glér Poblachtach, iris
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T4 an Afganastdin ar ceann de na tiortha is boichte ar
domhain.

Ainneoin sin, lonnaithe idir an Ruis, an Ais Theas
agus an Mhean Oirthear is tir straitéiseach domhanda i.
Tugann an lathair sin tabhacht di de bharr mianta na
cumhachtai moéra chun cinnte a dhéanamh nach mbeadh
tionchar ag aon cheann eile dd gcomhchumhachtai sa
réigium.

Téann baint na Ruise agus na Breataine leis an tir siar
a fhad leis an 190 Aois. Lean suim na Ruiseach frid an
aois Shoivéadach agus bhi baint nach beag ag an cogadh
ansin idir 1979 agus 1989 i dtitim an Aontais
Shomvéadaigh. Cuireadh an ruaig ar an Bhreatain féin aisti
tar éis doibh ionradh a dhéanamh uirthi sa 194 Aois.

[s tir i atd scoilte le tireolaiocht idir shléibhtiail agus
fhasaigh, i beag na a mhor dothrasnaithe. Le daonra de
bhreis agus 28 millian duine, is iad na Pastdnaigh
(Pashtuns) an grupa eitneach is mé ach td leor grupai eile
mar chuid den daonra niisiinta, a dteanga féin ag leor
acu — Taidsiceastanaigh (Tajiks), Hasara (Hazara), Aimak
(Aymagq), Uisbéiceastanaigh (Uzbeks), Uigitiri (Uyghur),
Tuircméanastanaigh (Turkmen) agus eile. Nior fthei-
dhmigh si riamh leis an chineal daonlathas a aithnitear
san larthar Is stat déanta suas de treibheanna agus is i an
treibh an bunaonad cumhachta ann.

Ma chreidtear é, ta an ait bhocht iargilta seo ar an
bhagairt is md don domhain. Ag éisteacht leis na tuairisci
nuachta faoi na saighdigiri Briotanacha & dtabhairt
abhaile i gednrai shilfi go bhfuil pobal an iarthar tri chéile
1 bhfach leis an chogadh ldithreach ann in éadan na
daoine bochta seo.



Tugann na meain cuireadh dainn comhbha agus
comhbhron a thabhairt, Is beag anailis a fhaightear 6n
BBC agus ¢ ag déanamh a mhor do na saighdiiiri seo.

Gach duine acu a fthaigheann bas san Afganastain,
deir an BBC go raibh siad cliste, dbalta, cinealta, lan
spraoi, dilis, ina saighditiri maithe ... Ni sin mar a
chuimhnim saighditiri na Breataine ar na sraideanna in
Eirinn — iad lan maslai, lan fuatha, bagrach, ag éiri pionds
a bhaint amach ar phobal a bhi ag iarraidh a shaoirse,

In amanna, titeann masc na bréagadoéireachta. | gcas
amhain moladh saighdidir marbh mar ‘aimsitheoir ar
leith.' Is é sin le ra go raibh sé maith ag mani daoine ¢ thir
bhocht le raidhfil. Muise, i mir nuachta amhain taispea-
nadh an saighdiuir féin, ndé an aimsitheoir, ag gaire agus
ag ceiliuradh tar éis d6 Talabanach a scaoileadh chun
bais.

Bhi roinnt spriocanna ag na Stait Aontaithe nuair a
d'eagraigh siad an ionsai ar Afganastdin:

1. Cinnte a dhéanamh de nach mbeadh deis ag Al
Qaeda usaid a bhaint as an tir aris le hionsaithe
ollmhora cosuil le 9/11.

2. Bunus a bhaint 0 thionscadal na ndrugai.

Ach is iad na torthai:

= Ta lion na geeantar faoi cheannas an Talabanaigh ag
fas leo;

» Ta miniciocht na n-ionsaithe ag fas leo;

« Ta lion na marbh ag na comhghuaillithe ag fis leis;

= Ta lion na marbh agus na dtaismeach sibhialta ag fas
leis (basanna nach bhfuil an Talabanach lochtach astu
uile). Ta nios mo sibhialtaigh maraithe na a maraiodh
ar9/11;

* Deirtear go bhfuil leatrom agus foréigean in éadan na
mban ag fas;

« Ta barr an dipiam go f6ill ar an cheann is mod sa
dombhain:

= Ta liomhainti faoi shara cearta daonna ag fas leo;

= Ta faisnéis ann go bhfuil buionta diunmharfoiri
eagraithe 1 roinnt ceantracha agus feallmhara
seachbhreithiunach ar sital acu (cosuil leis na buionta
dilseoiri in Eirinn) agus go bhfaightear coirp chean-
naircigh ina lui marbh taobh an bhéthair;

= Eagraiodh olltoghchain agus € saite 1 liomhainti faoi
chalaois. Maitear go ceathrt cuid nd 1.5 milliun de na
votai calaoiseach.

Ta cur 1 gcoinne na bhforsai eachtrdnai neartaithe ag
fearg na nAfganastanach mar gheall ar lion ollmhoér na
dtaismeach sibhialta a tharlaionn de bharr taictici na
gcomhghuaillithe, go hairithe iad sidd a éirionn as ion-
saithe on aer.

Ocht mbliana tar ¢is don ionradh ar Afganastain ta
misean SAM agus a chomhghuaillithe NATO ina theip
iomlan. Ni bheadh a mhalairt de scéal ann choiche nuair
a2 chuimhnitear ar lion na dtaismeach sibhialta atd
maraithe ag an Riocht Aontaithe agus forsai Mheiricea le
chéile.

Is é firinne an scéal agus geilleagair an domhain i dtri-

obldid go bhfuil acmhainni teoranta ag an iarthar le creat-
lach polaitidil a chur in ait bauil da cruinneshamhail. Mar
phoblachtach Eireannach ni bhfacthas dom riamh go
raibh an ceart ag na Stdit Aontaithe na NATO ionsai a
dhéanamh ar Afganastdin.

Ocht mbliana ar aghaidh, ag troid cogadh dobhuaite,
ta s¢ mimhoralta leanuint leis, fit d4 nglactar leis 1 dtéar-
mai na n-ionsaitheoiri. Ni dhéanann anailis ar an chogadh
beag de thragdid na dteaghlach agus 1ad ag cur na
saighditiri 6ga a basaiodh i dtir i bhfad 6 bhaile i gcogadh
dobhuaite nach dtuigeann siad. Ni fios ca mhéad daoine
neamhchiontach ata maraithe ag na saighdidiri sin sula
dtagann siad abhaile sna conrai.

Ni iarrann medin an iarthair orainn ba a thaispeaint
leis na mairbh sin. Ni thugtar cur sios dainn ar na tréithe
daonna a bhionn acu siid a mharaionn na comhghuail-
lithe, Is sa chomhthéacs sin atd dainséar leis an
chomhbhrén gan chailiocht,

IRIS . republican magazine 57



BOOK REVIEW

The IRA
In the
Rebel
County

BY PAUL O'CONNOR

Rebel Cork’s Fighting Story 1916-1921.
Mercier Press. Price: €19.99

THE FOREWORD fo the original edition of this series of
“Fighting Story” books states, “The booklets do not purport
to be a detailed or chronological history of the fight for
independence”. Aebe/ Cork's Fighting Story, 1916-27is by
no means a comprehensive account of the Tan War in
Cork; still less does it offer an analysis or interpretation of
the period. What the book does provide is a series of
accounts of events, actions, and individuals from that peri-
od, written by those who either took part or lived through
them.

The result is a book that varies widely in both content
and style. Two lengthy chapters entitled ‘North Cork from
1915 to the Truce' and The East Cork Brigade in Action’
give an overview of the conflict in North and East Cork.
The chapter on East Cork in particular provides a sense of
the gradual evolution of the Brigade's activities, beginning
with isolated attacks on police barracks looking for arms,
working up to larger engagements, and culminating in the
catastrophe at Clonmult in February 1921 which saw
almost the entire Brigade column wiped out. Other chap-
ters deal with individual military actions, provide sketches
of key republican leaders, depict British reprisals or cover
a particular theme, for example ‘Cumann na mBan in
Rebel Cork’ or ‘The Heroic Dead of West Cork’. The style
of the individual writers varies, and the length of a chapter
does not always correlate with the interest or importance
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REBEL CORK’S
Fighting Story

1916 — 21

Told By The
Men Who Made ¢

INTRODUCTION BY PETER HART

of its subject. For example, the Kilmichael ambush is given
a mere three pages, and that at Upton is only represented
by a ballad; whereas several less well-known and possibly
less significant incidents get covered in more detail.

Nonetheless there are many “fighting stories” told here
which are both gripping in themselves and give vivid
sense of what the Tan War was like for its paricipants.
Particular chapters | would pick out as highlights include:
‘Rescue of MacNeilus from Cork Jail, ‘The Attack on
Blarney Police Barracks’, ‘Successful Raid on Mallow
Barracks’, and ‘The Fight at Burgatia House,
Rosscarbery’. Of particular interest is the account of the
Clonbanin Ambush — everybody knows about Kilmichael
and Crossbarry, but at Clonbanin the North Cork
Volunteers inflicted 13 dead and 15 wounded upon the
Crown Forces. Among them was Brigadier-General
Cummins, who started the practice of carrying hostages
on military lorries to deter would-be ambushers.

Of course the accounts preserved in the book are very
much a product of their time. Dr Brian O Conchubhair
writes in Preface: “These four books deserve reprinting,




Cork IRA guerrilla leader Tom Barry

not only for the important factual information they con-
tain...but also because of the valuable window they open
on the mentality of the period.” This can be interesting for
the historian, but at times it may create difficulties for the
general reader. Some of the weakest chapters are those
dealing with republican icons like Tomas MacCunrain,
Terence McSwiney, and Michael Fitzgerald — these fall into
a hagiographic style which leaves us with little sense of
what these men were really like. On the other hand, the
account of the capture of General Lucas gives a fascinat-
ing insight into the mentality of the period — on both sides.

In the summer 1920, with the Tan War already under-
way for over a year, General Lucas left Fermoy to spend a
day fishing on the River Blackwater outside Fermoy. He
was accompanied by only two staff officers and a person-
al servant — there was no military escort. What is more,
once they reached the fishing grounds the party split up,
and when the IRA arrived, acting on local intelligence, they
discovered each of the three officers at a separate point
along the riverbank, and were able to capture them with-
out a struggle.

As the prisoners were being driven off towards the
Knockmealdown Mountains, two of them made a bid to
escape. The fracas ended with Liam Lynch and General
Lucas rolling around in the road, struggling to get hold of
Lynch's gun, before the Englishman was eventually over-
powered. If the British seem to have confused Fermoy
with the Home Counties, the IRA now showed themselves
to be officers and gentlemen. One of the British officers
had been slightly wounded, so the IRA decided to let both
him and his companion go free while they proceeded with
only Lucas as their captive. Afterwards, Lucas and his
captors seem to have got on very well, for “Lynch and him-

Tomas Mac Curtdin, Sinn Féin Mayor of Cork,
murdered by British crown forces 90 years ago

self had many interesting discussions on a variety of sub-
jects, but mainly on military matters, during the course of
his captivity.” Indeed when he was released, Lucas pub-
licly complimented the IRA on their chivalry!

In conclusion, Aebel Cork’s Fighting Story is well
worth reading, both for the gripping tales it tells and for the
insights it offers into the mentality of the period. However,
its re-publication also points up the absence of a compre-
hensive and accessible military history of the Tan War,
either in Cork or elsewhere.
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BOOK REVIEW

A glory to | l;plypulgzs
Dublin FHCCESTS

BY MiCHEAL Mac DONNCHA

Dublin’s Fighting Story 1916-1921.
Mercier Press. Price: €19.99

A glory to Dublin to afford due

renown |
In the long generations her fame will
go down Rl
And children will tell how their Wil u':: Mia %L il

forefathers saw
The red blaze of freecom oer Erin

g\{JBfégf}‘f | m'&'mwabw

THE WORDS OF the ballad A Aow in the Town make a INTRODUCTION'BY, DIARMAID EERRITER
suitable introduction to this long overdue re-publication
of a classic collection of accounts of the struggle for
freedom in Dublin.

The accounts in this book actually go back further
than 1916 as they also cover the 1913 Lockout and the
origins of the Irish Volunteers, the Irish Citizen Amy,
Cumann na mBan and Fianna Eireann. The book
differs from the ‘fighting stories’ of other coun-
ties in that the events covered are more var-
ied and. of course, include detailed mem-
oirs of the 1916 Easter Rising which was
essentially the Battle of Dublin.

There are memoirs of participants in
the Rising in its different sectors across
the city and county and they are invalu-
able for a complete picture of that cata-
clysmic event. These, plus short biogra-
phies of the 14 leaders executed in Dublin
after the Rising, make up nearly half the
book. The profiles and some other pieces are
written by ‘John Brennan' pen-name of Sydney
Gifford Czira, a prolific writer and
staunch republican, sister of Grace and

Muriel Gifford and sister-in-law to Joseph Plunkett and
Thomas Mac Donagh.
What | find most interesting about this book are the
accounts of the activities of the IRA's Dublin Brigade
during the Tan War. Recent popular histories
have concentrated mostly on the intelligence
war waged by Michael Collins and his
‘Squad’. This was hugely important, of
course, but the Dublin Brigade, including
its Active Service Unit, also mounted
many attacks against British forces and
were pioneers of urban guerrilla warfare.
According to an account given here, the
meeting which established the Dublin
ASU was held in 44 Parnell Square, now
Sinn Féin Ard Oifig, in September 1919.
The same building is named after Kevin
Barry and as well as covering his torture and
execution 90 years ago, the book tells of
a successful arms raid on the Kings Inns
Kevin Barry in which Barry participated. Other land-
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Dublin's Fighting Story gives comprehensive accounts of the 1916 Rising

marks very familiar in Dublin today which were the
scenes of IRA raids and attacks included the British
aerodrome at Collinstown, now Dublin Airport, and the
Red Cow Inn. It's something to think about the next time
your flight is delayed or when you're queuing in traffic at
the infamous roundabout!

The parallels between the IRA in Dublin 1919-1921
and the guerrilla actions of the IRA against the British

Army and RUC in Belfast in the 1970s and ‘B0s are
many. In neither case could the struggle have been sus-
tained without the support of large sections of the peo-
ple of Dublin and Belfast who sheltered Volunteers, con-
cealed arms and provided all kinds of logistical support.

This book is an essential read and, while no Dublin
republican should be without it, it is a must for all with an
interest in Ireland’s revolutionary history.

Auxiliaries about to mount a raid in Dublin
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BOOK REVIEW

The Tan War on
Shannonside

BY MAURICE QUINLIVAN
Sinn Féin Limerick City Councillor.

Limerick’s Fighting Story 1916-21.
Mercier Press. Price: €19.99

THIS BOOK, first released in 1948, recalls the story as
“told by the men (as usual most of the women from that
period are airbrushed from the tale) who made it". The
strength of this book however lies in the fact that it is writ-
ten by those who fought and struggled against the might
of the British crown forces in Limerick.

This book demonstrates the scale of the fighting that
took place in Munster and shows how Limerick proudly
played its part in that fight. In most republican homes in

Limerick you will find an old battered copy of Limericks

Fighting Story: Growing up | remember being acutely
aware of the entries relating to my own great grandfather
and great grand uncle who both, on a number of occa-
sions, narrowly escaped the clutches of the crown forces
as they waged war against them. With the new reprint
hopefully many more families will have access to the book,
be able to trace relatives and to keep the story alive. This
is how local history should be recorded — written and told
by those who made it.

The book recalls some of the pivotal actions of the war
and demonstrates the real terror that the British forces
unleashed upon the civilian population of Limerick. It tells
how the first flying column was formed in East Limerick
and, in another first, how IRA volunteers shot down a
British military aeroplane and captured the pilot. Among
the tales of brutality of the Black and Tans, the RIC and the
Auxiliaries it tells how during one night in March 1921 dur-
ing the British imposed curfew both the Mayor George
Clancy, his predecessor Michael O’'Callaghan and local
Volunteer Joseph O'Donoghue were taken from their
homes and murdered by crown forces in vicious acts of
reprisals designed to inspire terror throughout the City. In
a quirk of history it tells how the leader of the British assas-
sins that night, George Nathan, died in the Spanish Civil
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Told By
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With a Unique Pictorial
Record of the Period

War fighting with the 15th International Brigade alongside
IRA members against Franco.

The book vividly describes how martial law was intro-
duced in Limerick and how the IRA and organised labour
fought back. My one criticism is that whilst | understand it
is a reprint of the original, the story of the Limerick Soviet
should have been told in greater detail. The reissue could
have included, perhaps as an appendix, more information
and some eyewitness accounts from other publications
which exist on the Limerick Soviet which was such an
important part of our history. But this is an otherwise excel-
lent read.
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The 1916 monument in Limerick

Many stories are told about the Kilmicheal and
Crossbarry ambushes but little is known about the
Dromkeen ambush when the Limerick Brigade ambushed
and inflicted 12 fatalities on the Crown forces. It tells of
how Sean Wall, a former Cathaoirleach of Limerick County
Council, died in the struggle, possibly summarily executed
by the RIC. Brave young Brigadier Sean Finn said as he
died “Goodbye, lads; carry on; | am done.” The priest at
his funeral read a verse:

He gave to lreland’s call firs all,

His heart’s best fove, s service high;
7o break her chain — to end her thrall
He gave his love without a sigh.

Limerick fought hard, suffered a large number of both
IRA and civilian casualties and by the time of the Truce
had flying columns in all of it Brigade areas. With the cen-
tenary of the 1916 Rising rapidly approaching this book’s
reissue is timely. It should be read by anyone with an inter-
est in our history, regardless of what county they are from.

George Clancy (above) and Michael O'Callaghan (below)
Mayor and former Mayor of Limerick
murdered by British forces in March 1921

To finish, it is worth quoting from the introduction by Dr.
Ruan O'Donnell head of the History Department in
University of Limerick:

“This new life of a classic of its genre will facilitate a
fresh evaluation of its unique perspectives on the genesis
of the modem Irish state.”
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A Chara,

An Phoblacht follows in a long line of republican
journals since the first republican paper, the
United Irishmen's Northern Star, was produced
in the 1790s.

In a rapidly changing media world, the
many thousands of people across
Ireland who buy An Phoblacht each
week have been joined by almost
100,000 people who now read it online.

In the coming months An Phoblacht will
be transformed with a brand new website
which will include:

*  An online daily news service.

*  An Phoblacht TV with both up to
the minute interviews and historic
footage

«  An archive section with access to
thousands of photographs and
historic republican material
including back issues of An
Phoblacht/Republican News.

The print edition of An Phoblacht will become a

monthly newspaper and will be complemented
by a range of republican publications including
IRIS and the Legend series.

This is the time for republican politics,
for debating big ideas and showing how
we make our vision of an Ireland of
equals a reality. It is time for us to
embrace a new
media age and to
get our message

% outto as many people
™ as possible.

Is mise,

Gerry Adams,
Sinn Féin President

A Chara,

Leanann An Phoblachtline fhada d'irisi
poblachtaigh énar foilsiodh an chéad
nuachtan, An Réalta Thuaisceartach ag na
_ hEireannaigh Aontaithe sna 1790.

= | ndomhan ina bhfuil na meain chu-
i marsaude ag athru go tapa, ceannaionn

gach seachtain agus de bhreis ar seo
Iéann beagnach 100,000 duine an t-

M, o e €agran idirlinne gach seachtain freisin.

Sna mionna amach romhainn, claochlofar An
Phoblacht le laithrean gréasain bhrea nua
agus ina measc na haiseanna a bheas air
beidh:

s * Nuacht-Seirbhis laethdil idirlinne

= * Teilifis An Phoblacht le hagallaimh ata
suas chun data agus le piosai scan-
ndinstairidla
* Rannan cartlainne le teacht ar na milte
ghrianghraf agus abhar stairitil
phoblachtaigh agus seaneagrain den
An Phoblacht/Republican News san
aireamh

In aghaidh na miosa a bheas an t-eagran
priontala den An Phoblacht ag teacht
amach amach anseo agus comhlandfar e
seo le réimse foilsilichan eile agus /RIS
agus an tsraith Legend san aireamh

tach do dhiospéireacht a dheanamh ar
na hahhmr mhora agus ag chun léirid
cad é mar a chuirimid ar bhfis d'Eireann na
Cothroime i bhfeidhm. Is é seo an t-am fa
choinne polaitiocht Poblachtach, fa choinne
diospoireacht ar smaointi mora agusa
léirionn cén doigh ar féidir linn ar bhfis d'Eire
aontaithe a bhaint amach. Ta sé am diinn
glacadh le mean nua aois agus chun ar teach-
taireacht a fhail amach don mhéid daoine
aqus is féidir.

Is mise,

Gerry Adams,

Uachtaran Shinn Féin
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