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During February, 1970 a group of Republicans met
in downtown Belfast. Three of the group have since
died, viz: Seamus Steele, Hugh McAteer and Leo
Martin, (Sen.). The purpose of the meeting was to
discuss the feasability of publishing a monthly
Republican paper. It was felt there was a great need
for such a paper to cater for all who were interested
in, or serving in some capacity, the cause of the
Irish Republic for which our patriots and martyrs
fought, suffered and died in every generation.

The group was following a long tradition of Belfast
Republican journals since the United Irishmen
published “The Northern Star™ almost 200 years ago

It was remembered that Bulmer Hobson and some
of his comrades in the Irish Republican Brotherhood
had published ‘“The Republic” from a small office
in Royal Avenue, Belfast, prior to 1916. This was
followed by splendid little papers such as “An

Siol™ (1932 - 36), “War News™ (1939 - 43), “An
t-Oglach™ (1940 - 44), “‘Republican News,”
“Resurgent Ulster™ (1951 - 55), “Glor Uladh™
(1855 - 56), “Tir Gradh™ (1963 - 65). Most of these
Dpapers were eventually banned under Special Powers
Acts by various Stormont Ministers of Home
Affairs.

The late Seamus Steele wrote for many of the
papers mentioned, he had edited some of them.
Quite a lot of his writing was done in different
prison cells. There was no doubt who the Editor of
the proposed paper would be . ... Seamus was the
natural, automatic choice.
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the Republican Movement, and we ask our readers
to continue their support in that respect. Neverthe-
less, we feel, that there is also a necessity to cater
for local Republican circles and to scatter the seed
of Republicanism wherever possible.”

When the question of a name for the paper came
up for discussion, Hugh McAteer proposed that it
be called “Republican News.” This was agreed
unanimously. After a series of meetings were held,
the first issue was eventually published in June,
1870, which was sold at six old pence.

In the first editorial, Seamus Steele wrote: “We
shall labour to publish and propagate, truthfully
and fearlessly the aims and objects of that cause

and to counteract the deceitful and false propaganda
that we have had to contend with down the years.

“We shall preach the Gospel of Tone in seeking to
unite all our people, Protestant, Catholic and
Dissenter in the common cause of our Nation’s
unity and independ We shall d and
denounce from whatever quarter it may seek to Seamus Steele after a long life of unselfish service
raise its ugly head, the monster of religious bigotry to the country and the cause he loved so much,
and intolerance. died before the second issue of our paper was

ok . : published.
“The socialism of James Connolly, the idealism qﬁ‘ g i :

R blicani: # News” since its inception, has been

Patrick Pearse and the unrep, P
published by the Belfast Republican Press Centre,

of Tom Clarke, we shall try to inculcate into our ‘
people — pointing out to them the rugged freedom which issued the following statement on 10th Jun
1970:

road which they travelled in that service.
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“We shall continue, of eourse, to give our full

“As many Republicans are wondering what their
support to “An Phoblacht,” the official voice of !

general attitude should be to the British Genera

Oglaigh na
hEireann firing
party fire
volley over
the coffin of
Vol. Michael
Gaughan, in
the grounds of
St. Muredach's
Cathedral,
Ballina,

Co. Mayo.
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Election on 18th June, it is necessary for us to
clarify our position.

““The policy of non-attendance at the British Parlia-
ment has been accepted as a fundamental part of the
Republican code since 1918 when the majority of
the Irish people gave a mandate to the successful
Sinn Fein candidates to establish Dail Eireann as a
32 counties Republican Parliament.

““T'his mandate was renewed by the Irish people at
the 1921 General Election. The non-attendance
policy is still the policy of the Provisional Army
Council and the Caretaker Executive of Sinn Fein.

“The British Parliament is a foreign parliament, it

is not our parliement. It is regrettable that any Irish-
man or Irishwoman should seek to sit in the Parlia-
ment of the enemy power responsible for so much
bloodshed and misery in Ireland.

‘This foreign power continues to give economic
and military aid to its puppet regime at Stormont
in order to maintain partition.

‘““The British Government has no de jure authority
to hold elections in any part of Ireland. We deny
them any rights at all on Irish soil.

. The priority now at this critical stage is the security and
defence of the Nationally-minded people in the Six Counties.
We do not propose to squander our energies and resources

in futile party political in fighting exercises.”

In our first issue, Seamus Steele asked who was out
of step, Desmond Fennell, or five generations of
Irish Separatists who bravely fought and died, con-
tent with Tone’s conception of Irish unity,

In answer to Fennell who wrote: “Do we really
want to substitute the common name of Irishman

in place of the denominations of Pr Catholic
and Dissenter?” Seamus Steele replied: “Of course
we do, in exactly the same sense as Tone meant
when he prefaced his call with the words, the vital
words, ‘To abolish the memory of past dissensions.’

Seamus Steele added: ‘‘Later generations have
amplified the message of Tone, but they have not
changed it It is as relevant today as it was in the
1790’s. Irish Separatists may have much to learn
but obviously not nearly so much as columnist
Desmond Fennell.”

Another writer in our first issue had this to say: It
is the duty of every Republican to assist in the
build up of a strong movement of resistance to
British interference in Irish affairs. The integrity

of the Republican Movement must be preserved.

Its identity and aims must not be weakened or lost
in a welter of campaigns for limited objectives.
There must be an effective, well co-ordinated
disciplined national struggle for freedom and nation-

Continued on Page 8
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The prince

And The

Provos

Some weeks ago | sent a number of
books up to a friend in the Kesh
with whom | communicate regularly,
Two of the books — MEN IN
PRISON by Victor Serge and
TECHNIQUES OF PERSUASION
by J.A.C. Brown — were banned
from entering (on what grounds |
haven't the slightest clue), and the
third slipped in after being evicted
from various food parcels passed
through on various days to beat the
local, imbecile, semi-illiterate and
petty, censor. The book which he
passed through was Niccolo Machia-
velli's THE PRINCE, written over
four and a half centuries ago, which
(at last) brings me to the point of

the going is bad.

Another observation made by Machia-
velli was that the populace is by
nature fickle, and that, ‘it is easy to
persuade them of something, but
difficult to confirm them in that
persuasion.’ At any one time northern
nationalist support for the | R.A.

may stand at a low percentage of that
community but it experiences an
overall swing probably right through
the WHOLE of the nationalist popu
lation in accordance with the propa-
ganda battle, unpopular actions, and
the admiration won from the public
by the bravery, endurance and
sacrifice of Republican soldiers, not
o mention their justness of cause.

In conclusion 1 say that the current
resurgence in guerilla activity,
particular in Belfast, springs directly
from the upsurge in popular support
for the freedom fighters. However,
this support is by no means luke
warm and indicates that the people
are not JUST the people, but that
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they are the innovators th
The Provisionals.

my article.
To quote from THE PRINCE -

‘It should be borne in mind that there
is nothing more difficult to arrange,
more doubtful of success, and more
dangerous to carry through than
initiating ehanges in a state's constit-
ytion. The innovator makes enemies
o all those who prospered under the
old order, and only lukewarm support
is forthcdming from those who
would prospex under the new. Their
support is lukewarm partly from
fear of their adversaries, who have
the existing laws on their sides, and
partly because men are generally
incredulous, never really uting
new things unless they have ested
them by experience. In consequapce,
whenever those who oppose the
changes can do so, they attack vigor-
ously, and the defence made by the
other is only lukewarm. So both the
innovator and his friends are en-
dangered together .’

Machiavelli's observations hoid true
®even today, and | think that he
succinctly expresses z truth whose
relevance should be borne in mind
when one attempts to explain or
understand the public support —
2lmost always tacit — for the modern
Irish Republican Arrgy.

Oglaigh nz hEireann (apart from their
historical legacy) are mandated in the
tacit public support which ensures
their existence, which ensures their
warfare, and above zll, by the
hospitality shown to them when the
going is good, but especially when

ENG

LISH BOY

URGED

Al of us have long pleaded and
demonstrated to get the Irish
hunger strikers home from Britain’s
torture dungeons.

Hardship and lingering sufferings

are inflicted on the relatives and
parents of our patriotic fellow Irish-
men, the aged parents of Rev.

Father Fell, are put to extreme
hardship and expense in travelling

a long distance to visit him in prison;
yet all our pleadings for humantarian
treatment for those sufferers has
falfen on deaf ears, the stiff necks
and stone hard hearts of the British
authoriies have failed to be moved:
our patience is mounting into
stronger action than parades and
demonstrations;

It appears that the only thing which
now would move the British to take
action and accede to our requests
is:-

THAT WE PUT A BOYCOTT ON
EVERYTHING BRITISH — START-
ING WITH THEIR NEWSPAPERS,
AND LET US NOT EVEN BUY A
PACKET OF BRITISH BISCUITS,

NOR EAT THEM EVEN IF WE
GET THEM FOR NOTHING!

Should this attitude of ours result
in the English boycotting all Irish
Manufactured goods in retaliation,
well and good; perhaps then, when
our Irish exports from this country
have fallen as a result, then only
will the Free State Government be
obliged to act on our behest and
come to some agreement with the
British, so let us barter with them:-

THE HUNGER STRIKERS HOME
OR WE BOYCOTT EVERYTHING
THEY MANUFACTURE . .. WE
WANT THE TORTURE CAMPS
AND DUNGEONS OPEN!!!

The Africans threatened a similar
boycott of British goods in their
country if the British Rugby Team
played there, this attitude shook the
British government so much that
their Ambassador there did not even
dare shake the hands of the Lions
team nor invite them to dine with
him, so a large dose of humble pie
was dished out to the British, and

it was a great success for the
Africans.

The new Labour Government got
into power in England on the strength
of the Irish votes, yet Wilson has
“turned out to be no better than

Heath in his attitude of continuing

10 let the tortures be inflicted on the
Irish prisoners still.

We hold the STRONG WHIP OF
VIGOROUS ACTION AND'BOY-
COTT OF THEIR GOODS, until we
bring British trade to a standstill.
The Free State Government will be
powerless to deal with us in this
attitude.

The British soldiers grow fat in
Germany by eating our Irish meat at
a cost to them of only 4/- a Ib. while
we here at home have to pay 15/-
alb. if we can afford to buy meat
for our dinners. Do the Irish tax-
payers realise that it is their money
which is being used to subsidise this
meat to the Sons of Black and Tans,
who then after a few months in
Germany may be sent to Northern
Ireland and let loose to run riot,
torture, harass and gun down our
people on their own soil, while the
dirty work of S.A S. spies is carried
out by the British unmolested in
this entire land. British propaganda
is dished out to us daily in our
Television, Radio and News media.

Before it is too late we request the

WE WILL

The political shambles in London,

Dublin and Stormont which follows

the collapse of the ‘Sunningdale

Plan’ has led to the promotion of &

new series of “solutions’ to the “Irish

problem.” The one favoured by the
jubilant Orange supremacists and
their Ulster Workers” Council front

is an Autonomous British Ulster.

The concept is so absurd and con-
tradictory that Republicans could
well dismiss it as another kite which
is bound to fail because of its con-
tradictions, But Irishmen should
learn the lessons of history. The treaty
settlement was sold to Irishmen as a
stepping stone to a sovereign 32
county Irish Republic and partition
was temporarily accepted by Irish-
men either because such an irrational
settlement could not survive or it
would be made even more untenable
by the reduction of the British area
in Northern Ireland following the
“impartial’ Boundary Commission,
(1925).

52 bitter years of oppression, violence
and impoverishment have been the
price paid by Republicans for the
mistaken judgement of the Irish
people in those years. The success of
the campaign waged by Oglaigh na
hEireann against the English occupat-
jon of Ireland has proxfgh( the whole
1922 settlement with its m(mupi
the 1973 Constitution Act,':o:" n
ruins. As this great \{uctorv s :.,,
achieved by Republican drms u:
mass struggle it is timely thhu;,l° ;"
pasic principles on whlc!; the 24

be no compromise shoul

stated:-

i ish
1 is one primordial Iris
e trom which all other
ic, political, social
sectarian evils originate. T

and
hat is the

NOT BE
ORANGE

exploitation of Ireland. The aim of
the Republican armed struggle is to
force the withdrawal of the English
garrison (military, economic, admin-
istrative and cultural). Every day
that English withdrawal is delayed,
is a day more of struggle, violence
and instability. Every person who
puts forward a plan for the settle
ment of the Irish struggle based on
& continuing British presence over
even a period of years and even if it
is'only in a supervisory capacity is
acting in favour of British imperialism
and consequently is helping the
historic enemy of the Irish people.
There is one round of negotiations
which must be undertaken before
there can be any meaningful talks
among Irishmen and that is the
settlement of the date and details of
English withdrawal between the
and the

BOMBED INTO AN
FASCIST STATE

another in some form of English
election for the 6 county area. The
Ulster Workers’ Council have made
the holding of such elections their
immediate objective and from the
Orange supremacist point of view
this makes sense, If Republicans
participate directly by putting up
candidates or indirectly by voting for
a bloc of candidates, who seem to
broadly share their aims, they will

be restoring to the 6 county statelet,
the stability which it should now
irrevocably lost, The Unionists know
this stability can only be restored with
the consent of the Irish people who
live in the 6 counties and who are
bound to be out-voted at the
moment and in the foreseeable future,
They are putting out five baits:

(a) They describe themselves as
‘Ulster Nationalists’ rather than as

legitimate government of Ireland
now vested in the Army Council of
Oglaigh na hEireann.

2. The 32 county sovereign republic
of Ireland must have effective govern-
ment over the whole territory of
Ireland and establish conditions in
which the wishes of all the people in
Ireland can be taken into account in
drawing up a contitution in accord
with Republican principles. Meaning-
ful elections can only be held in this
context, that is after total English
withdrawal has been effected.

Siren voices and mounting pressures
now bearing on Republicans from
all quarters with the object of getting

or Loyalists, or Orange-
men (b) They promise to consider
sharing power with people who will
apandon their Irish and Republican
principles (c) They promise to retain
proportional representatjon. (This
was written into the 1920 Govern-
ment of Ireland Actl) (d) They
promise a Bill of Rights to ensure
that Catholics will not be victimised
or oppressed. We know how empty
such legislation is without the will
or power to enforce it. (€) They
pretend that they are workers acting
in the interests of the workers in
Ireland and so appeal to socialists to
recognise that they share a common
ground with them.

The ‘autonomous Ulster solution*
$ » Tl ana

snare that it is by examining the
groups who are now actively promot-
ing it. These are most importantly
the Orange Order, next the-imperial-
ist business interests as exemplified
by Sir Frank Catherwood (who adds
in the detail that Warrenpoint should
be develpped to give jobs and houses
to these residents of Belfast who will
not give their full allegiance to the
‘autonomous British Ulster’), the big
business press e.g, The Financial
Times and the Economist also give
their backing to this scheme. |n
Narthern Ireland it has been given

its fullest exposition in Fortnight

the organ of the ‘moderate midals.
class' and their peace at any price
counter-insurgency friends in a major
article (7th June), the real meaning
of the solution is spelled out: “Con.
tinued insistence by the representat-
ives of the minority on progress
towards unification would rule out
any chance of success for a new
Ulster state without substantial
mavement of population, '
event of British withdrawal
‘The mass of the existing for

In the
it says
rees of

militia dedicated to s
militant forms of repy
longer term result of such g

al
tamping out all
ublicanism . ,

conflict would almost ing

v evitably be
a hr:druwmg of the boundaries oy'—
the Protestant ang Catholic states of

@ mass e
Catholics from Betfast yaparry
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COTE

government here, to pressurise the
British government to STOP THE
TORTURES!!!

WE DEMAND INSTANT ACTION}
and never again let any of us cast
vote in favour of our inert govern-
ment.

ORANGE
VIGTORY

My Orange relatives have won a
victory but they do not know where
to go from there. It was also a victory
for you and naturally | was pleased
to see Sunningdale gone. You will
find yourselves in a similar position
as my Orange friends. Having achieved.
so much you will not know where

to go from there, so long as you
tolerate clowns like the one who
wrote “Political Events” last week.
At the end of the day you will find
yourselves in a hopeless position.
Your local clowns will be down

here looking for the long departed
“Free State.” A separated and
“shambles” Sinn Fein asking people
to join. What will they join, official
or non-official? You will have to

Pput up something better than that.

Let us presume that you, at the end,
find yourselves in a good position,
and you aim to have a republic for
all Ireland or for a nine county
Ulster, Well then, you will have tos
deal with the 26 county Republic
when England goes. You must
acknowledge them a republic and
request the Republic to surrender
three counties in the general interest.

Make a start by sacking those selling
“Free State” clowns. You ask us to
try and understand you. Well, | try
but | fail. | was ready to help refug-
ees should the necessity arise but
we cannot swallow a split Sinn Fein
or clowns referring to a non-axistent
* Free State,"

Unless you drop that kind of much
we will have to part. | never agreed
Wwith Irishmen who were willing to
fight for their country, fighting each
other. What can this gain? It will
Just put us back.

| was on my way to the six counties
to continue the fight in 1921. | had
to come back to fight my own. What
@ tragedy| And where are those
great patriots? My son is a secretary
in Fianna Fall. The policy of his
cumann is to shoot all these
Murderers in the North.

Nol Get Sinn Fein together, get all
the support you can. Some people

| know say they went to Kevin Street
to make innocent inquiries and that
they were treated in a very hostile
manner, | have reason to believe

this is true and that they are very
hostile to any re-approachment with
the officials, %

If | see any further references to the
“Free State."” you may take my nam®
off your mailing list.

So, Slat agat anois agus slan a bhaile:
Mise le meas, .

O’Ceannaigh,

Seosamh
Bniln Ashe Alinek
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- 10YALIST VIGTORY
THREATENS GATHOLIG
COMMUNITY

HE ULSTER LOYALISTS HAVE WON. THE

two-week general strike has forced Brian Faulk-
leader of the Unionist Party, to withdraw from
the “power sharing’ Northern Ireland Executive, leav-
ing only the SDLP holding the rags and tatters of the
Sunningdale agreement.

This is the end of British imperialism’s present
attempt to reform the reactionary Ulster ‘statelét’ by
coo up a deal between a section of the political
bosses, the capitalist Southern Government, and the
imperialist politicians in the Catholic community,
1ed to leave British domination intact. It is the
f “the Sunningdale formula.’

ner,

The loyalists have s»ized the initiative. It is not yet clear

than ever before satholic ghettoes in the
North of Ireland face the very real threat of vicious sectarian
attacks.

The Government will smash the catholic struggle
which has thrown British imperialism into crisis. -But by allow
ing the army to continue their attacks on the armed organisat
jons of the catholic workers, it increases the risk of sectarian
attacks by the loyalists all the time

British- workers must step up the fight for ‘troops out.”
To physically defend the catholic workers, the loyalist workers
must be isolated mailitarily and politically by the combined
political force of the Southern Irish republican and workers’
movements and the international workers’ movement.

This means that the

never

The Southern ruling class, tied as it is to British imperia-
lism will not defend the catholic communities in the North.
It refuses to even think about sending the Irish Army to the
North and locks up those who actually organise the armed

towards this goal

hand

and the Irish working class

The loyalists are now mare fully mobilised and confident

ther they will continue the strike until the British grant
ctions. out of which the return of an ultra-reactionary
me along the lines of the old Stormont Government would
1. But in any event the loyalists have taken a huge

imperialism’s plans have collapsed.
ment can now either begin the process of withdrawing
from political involvement in Ireland, first of all by withdraw-
the troops, or, under the cover of ‘direct rule,” it can go on
out concessions to the loyalists allowing thcm to
reconstruct the sectarians institutions which divide Ireland

The Labour

Mas

politically.

defence of the catholic community —the IRA.

ive mobilisations in the South are needed to lift the
repressive iuws against the IRA. The rank-and-file of the army
should be urged to prepare to defend the northern-ghettoes, no
matter what orders the Government gives them.

The silence of British workers over Ireland is taken by
loyalists as a sign of support, and can only strengthen their
confidence in their reactionary course.

The British working class must be mobilised to isolate them
It must support the republican cause, as well as
stepping up the demand for the withdrawal of troops, and it
should prepare to send material aid to the catholic ghettoes.

We will not be
Bombed
info an

Orange Fascst

CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO

abrupt process of population move-
sment in the rural counties until some
kind of stability is reached.” Such
sentiments have not been heard:
since the days of Cromwell and it
must be repeated that they are not
taken from the Protestant Telegraph
or some sectarian rag but from the
paper of the moderate middle-class
Fortnight.

All the pressures of British imperial-
ism are now directed towards dropping
“the Irish dimension’ from the ‘Ulster
Problem.” The most subtle is to
persuade the resisting people 1o vote
in elections so that there will be
‘Republican’ negotiators acceptable
to the Ulster Fascists. The principled
stand of Republicans must be that
they unmask this hypocrisy. The
Ulster Workers’ Council are not an
elected or representative body but
they are presuming to dictate whom
can be present at constitutional talks

and that they have a right 10 keep
Ireland in thrall to capitalist imperial-
ism forever. Their Ulster is not the
historic 9 county province but the

6 counties which were deliberately
carried out to give Unionists a cast-
iron overall majority.

Republicans living in the 6 counties
must not be diverted from their
object of securing English withdrawal
by propping up partition in any way.
Taking any part in British 6 county
elections is under writing the 6
county statelet. At any other time
elections could be shrGgged off as

Disenchantment of
British Soldiers

‘On the

The past year has been fairly disast-
rous for the British forces in Ireland,
not to speak of the enormous damage
10 the British exchequer. But what

of the ordinary British soldier on the
ground, the professional military men
anxious for advancement in their
careers| Here promotion depends on
the soldier’s proven ability to devise
the means of attacking an “invisable
army.” But, to make things more

ﬁmund’

difficult for them, their military
strategy must encounter the Falls
Road or the Bogside stone-throwing
youngsters, something which daily
elicits derision from the populace
rather than respect. In that sort of
climate they have succeeded to kill
twice as many innocents than invis-
able guerillas, The result is that they
have been themselves severely hit in

irrelevant, or a distraction or an
éXercise in testing the ballot box
support for the leadership’s policy.
But at this crisis in the history of
Ireland any participation would mean
surrendering voluntarily what has
been won by the heroic sufferings

of Oglaigh na hEireann and the mass
resistance of the risen people.

Further as was stated in the editorial
of An Phoblacht (7 June) ““For some
years we have been listening to the
cliche that Protestants would not be
‘bombed into an Irish Republic,’ never
the intention of the Republican
movement . . . It must be made just
as clear that Republicans are not
going to be bombed or intimidated
into any Fascist Orange state and
that the opponents of Orange racial-
ism will fight with everything in
their power any attempt to set up
such a state.”

prestige and morale. That

Language
Organisation
Condemns

Undemocratic
Legislation

A motion condemning internment
without trial and Special Courts,
North and South, was-passed at the
Annual General Meeting of “Conradh
na Gaeilge" at Navan, Co. Meath on
Sunday (May 26). Conradh na
Gaeilge is the nationwide Irish lang-|
uage organisation founded in 1894,
Since then, it has had great influence
in Irish life, and many leading lrish
patriots (including the 1916 leaders)
were members.

Other motions passed at this year's
Annual General Meeting included
condemnation of the Southern
Government for allowing Irish
mineral wealth to be plundered by

this should be the cause of
ment “‘on the ground'" as far as Britain
is concerned is not surprising.

Kicking in old ladies’ doors in Ander-
sonstown may provide welcome
diversion from the bull and boredom
of married quarters on the Rhine. But
it is a pattern of action which has no
good effect on the soldiers' attitude
to his work, Shoot-outs against
mlpeu one day, snatch squads against
the next,

as well'
as the denial of civil rights to speak-
ers of the Irish language.

The A.G.M, elected as its President
Padraigh O Snodaigh, writer and
historian, who has written a book
entitled “The Hidden Ulster." The
book is a study of Irish language

and scholarship among both Catholic
and Protestant people of Ulster.

The book was recently mentioned in

old couples in huse-searches and
in car boots at

Many British soldiers by now have
to believe that this is what their
army is for, It is a perception of the
soldiers role singularly lacking in
grandeur, along distance from the
traditional idea of “serving the
Queen."”

terms in “Combat."
organ of the U.V.F.

EX-3.A.

MEN
'LIVING IN

THE SOUTH

Claim by Former

British Soldier

A number of British Army veterans
with records of S.A.S. service during
one of the bloodiest chapters of the
undercover units activities, are now
resident in the South. Source of the
information is another ex-British.
soldier, now a businessman in the
West of Ireland, who, in his travels
through the South, has recognised
one man whom he knew to be an
S.A.S. officer during his service days.
He has also evidence pointing to-
wards the presence of at least two
others. (The informant was a regular
soldier).

These men's service records date

back to World Two and, subsequently,
to the jungle war in Malaya beginning
in the summer of 1948.

At that time the S.A.S. units, based
at Kuala Lumper, were employed

as a strike force against terrorism in
remote areas of the Malayan jungle.
They left a bloody trail behind them.
These are hard men. They never
bother to bring anyone back alive.
They have their own ways of extract-
ing information from those they
capture.

| 1tis men of this vintage whom the

informant says are now resident in
the South of Ireland. Information
which he has, shows that none of
them are believed to have been
resident in the South before 1969.

The situation, as he describes it, is
that the men are all involved in var-
ious businesses in Munster towns
and cities. All of which enable them
10 travel through the region. They
say that they are ex-soldiers.

The source, who does not wish to

be identified, offers the further in-
formation that one of the men about
past S.A.S. record he is positive, still
has a British-based bank account.

He believes, in view of the classic
intelligence technique of planting
“Sleepers' — personnel kept inactive
for long periods and only activated
when required — that the extent and
nature of the “ex-S.A.S. Unit” in
Munster should be investigated
further, He has expressed his willing-
ness to aid the authorities in this if
required.

The source is interested in the .
presence of the men in Munster be-
cause, from constant viewing of
newspaper photographs from the
North, and of T.V., he is certain

that contemporaries of theirs, far
from being.out of active service, are
now operating in the North,
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VOLUNTEER
MICHAEL GAUGHAN

SOLDIER PATRIOT MARTYR

5

E SALUTE YOU

Three uniformed volunteers of Oglaigh na hEireann, stepped
from the crowd outside St. Muredach’s Cathedral, Ballina,
Co. Mayo, last Sunday and fired three volleys with revolvers
over the coffin draped in the Tricolour, of Vol. Michael
Gaughan, who had died on hunger strike in Parkhurst Jail,
Their action was greeted with loud cheers and many people
shouted: “Up the Provos.”

The funeral was due to arrive at the railway station at
4 p.m. and many people were waiting there before that.
The cortege did not arrive until shortly after 6.30 p.m.
after a seven hour journey from Dublin.

Over 1,200 cars were in the cortege from Dublin to Ballina.
It is caleulated that over 5,000 people travelled in it. At
least 20,000 including spectators, joined together in emot- -
ional scenes of respect and honour in Ballina.

The Requiem Mass was celebrated by thg Rev. Michael
Keane, with Fr. Michael Connolly and Fr. Piaf®8 O Duill,
O.F.M., assisting. Fr. Connolly, a Tipperary man, is Parish
Priest of St. Joseph’s parish, Wolverhampton. He has since
been suspended by the Archbishop of Birmingham, for
paying tribute to Vol. Michael Gaughan.

Father Deane said that Michael Gaughan died for what he
believed in. He said he was prepared to make sacrifices in
an age where many people shirked a hard way of life.

But when he said: “‘England is always seen as our enemy.
But we may think how good a country it has been to us in
the past, giving us work, opportunity and money,” a man
in the body of the cathedral stood up and shouted: “This
is not the sermon to offer a true Irish soldier, It is an
offence and an insult. You should try living in the North
and see what it is like,”

This resulted in general uproar among the congregation,
many of whom, including Daithi O’Conaill, walked out in
protest.

An Oglaigh na hEireann colour party carrying a furled flag,
led the coffin to the cemetery, about two miles from the
cathedral. After prayers were said and a decade of the
Rosary recited, the open grave of the young Republican
Volunteer was covered by planks on which a large number
of wreaths was heaped. ;

Mr. Brendan Magill, Sinn Fein organiser in Britain, was
loudly cheered when he was introduced as a close friend
of Michael Gaughan. Mr. Magill said he had little to say
except that the Republican Movement would leave no
stone unturned until they had achieved what Michael
Gaughan died for.

Daithi O’Conaill was greeted with prolonged cheers as he
stepped from the crowd to the platform to deliver the
oration. He said: “We stand around the grave of this brave
Irish soldier who, like many other Irish boys from other
Irish families, had gone out to die amid the scorn of men.
There was no scorn now but respect. The thousands of
Dpeople who fiad lined the route to Ballina had taken him
into their hearts.”

Addressing the spirit of Michael Gaughan, he said: “You
breathed new life into the hearts of the Irish people.”

Daithi O’Conaill told the vast throng packed into the
cemetery that the agonies suffered by Gaughan had given
a new dimension to the people’s struggle for their ancient
rights, rights which could not be won without sacrifice.

He lcontinyejd: “Michael Gaughan had taken up the struggle
against British oppressors, the well-heeled politicians of
the South, the hired scribes and venal churchmen.

“He _had been tortured in Dprison by the vampires of a dis-
credited empire, who were Joined by decrepit politicians
who were a disgrace to the name of Irishmen. They could
rest assured that justice would be done. The manner of
Gaughan’s death had given purpose to the struggles of all
people throughout the world. No longer would perverted
English minds revile the Irish race and avoid the conseq-
uences.

The prayers at the graveside i i i
Keane. A decade of the Ro. % Sho T D e

: sary, also in Irish, led b,
Father P, i pesade By
i Pros:]m O Duill, O.F.M., Three buglers sounded the

As the poignant cermony came

were asked to leave the cemete, i
€ry with charity i i
hearts. They were also asked to disperse ;erz:?;fl:lltyh 3

Sunday, June 9, 1974 will be remembered for many years

to a close, the mourners
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MICHAEL GAUGHAN
HAS BEEN TAKEN TO
THE HEARTS OF THE
IRISH PEOPLE AND
LIVES THERE FOREVER.
A QUARTER OF A
MILLION PEOPLE
TURNED OUT TO
HONOUR HIM ON HIS
LAST JOURNEY
THROUGH IRELAND
FROM DUBLIN TO
BALLINA.

Michael Gaughan showed
that this generation of Irish-
men possesses noble souls of
the same heroic stature as
Terence MacSwiney, Thomas
\she and Sean McCaughey.

He is deeply mourned by the
whole Republican Movement|
and by all Irishmen in whom
a single spark of his nobility
still survives. May we bring
to reality the ideal for which
he died.

Ar dheis De go rabh a anam
uasal.

OUR PICTURES:
On the opposite page, the
poster shown on the side

=s=== Of a van, was very much

i
L
—

in evidence all along the
funeral route from Dublin
to Ballina.
The mortal remains of Vol.
i Michael Gaughan, being
carried from St. Muredach’s
Cathedral, to his last rest-
ing place. The coffin was
draped by the same national
flag that covered the
\ coffin of Vol. Terence

== MacSwiney, Ogiaigh na

h-Eireann, Lord Mayor of
Cork and O/C, Cork
Brigade, who died on hunger|
strike in Brixton Prison.

Picture number one on this
page shows only a small
section of the enormous
gathering of over 20,000
who travelled to Ballina,
from all parts of Ireland
and adbroad to pay their
respects and to honour the
young Irish Republican
soldier, patriot and martyr.
Pictures 2, 4 and 5§ show
sections of the crowd who
followed the cortege. Pic-
ture 3: The funeral cortage
headed by Ruairi O'Brad-
aigh, President Sinn Feinn,
and Brendan Magill, Nat-
ional Organiser, for Eng-
land, leaving the railway
station, Ballina, heading
towards the Cathedral.
Picture 6: Scene at the
graveside as Daithi O'Con-
aill gave the oration. There
were loud cheers as he was
introduced to the vast
throng.
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THE SUNNINGDALE AGREEMENT
has collapsed of its own mnlrad_m :
tions. It consisted of a series of intric-
ately linked illusions, and when one
of these was seriously challenged its
downfall was inevitable.

Wilson and his Irish Secretary
Merlyn Rees had based their strategy
on the assumption that what was
happening was just a rough patch
in the implementation of Sunning-
dale, and that if they balanced delic-
ately enough between the contending
forces it would pull through.

For this reason they were reluc-
tant to take decisive action against
the loyalist strike, only being pushed
into half-measures by the SDLP.
This reluctance was most clearly
demonstrated in Derry when workers
were trying to get to work without
the benefit of Len Murray, and his
TV cameras. The Army refused to
dismantle loyalist barricades, and
even fired rubber bullets at the

By BOB

workers when they refused to dis-
perse!

The crisis of Sunningdale
reflected the split in Unionism
based on the conflict of deep-rooted
economic interests. The sections of
the bourgeoisie whose investments
are most tied up with British capital
support Britain’s attempts to reform
the State, and move towards a new
deal with the South of Ireland. But
there is a vast social layer based on
small capital, tied up in family
businesses and small farms. They
oppose reform, and want to main-
tain the old status quo.

PROTESTANT WORKERS

Separate from these two groups is
the protestant working class, which
holds a virtual monopoly on the
skilled jobs, and has benefited from
the privileges dispensed by the
protestant ascendancy. Their domina-
tion by sectarianism, and total lack
of any independent working class
political tradition means that these

WHY SUNNINGDALE
COLLAPSED

workers can only act within the terms
of reference set by one of the two
main bourgeois blocs. It was their
almost inevitable support for the
anti-Sunningdale forces which
doomed the plan from the start

At the Assembly elections the
Faulkner Unionists, on an ambiguous
platform, won about 50% of the
identifiable protestant votes. But as
the implications of the British White
Paper on the future of the North
became clear, and the powersharing
Executive was formed, Faulkner’s
support crumbled. He lost control
of the Unionist Party, and then had a
general election thrust upon him by
the crisis in Britain. He won a
mere 20% of the protestant vote.

Meanwhile, at the grass roots the
loyalists were re-organising, and a
new tougher leadership was emerging.
In February 1973 the Loyalist Associ-
ation of Workers had called a one-
day strike against the White Paper.
In a confrontation with the British

URDIE

Army five men were killed, one of
them a protestant fireman. The
protestant population sank back in
disarray—they were not prepared
for such a confrontation with the
Army.

BOLD ACTION

At this point the pro-Sunningdale
forces had their most favourable
opportunity to win over the protes-
tant workers. But they did nothing,
apart from a weak appeal during
the General Election, by Sandy
Scott of the Northern Ireland Labour
Party. He urged the protestant work-
ers to give up part of the ascendancy,
in return for the British patronage
necessary to maintain Northern Irish
heavy industry. >

But it was far too late. The Ulster
Workers Council had already arisen
from the ashes of LAW, and ‘hard
men’ of the clandestine Ulster
Volunteer Force had stiffened the
backbone of the open para-military
organisatiow®such as the Ulster

Defence Association. With the ‘moral’
victory of the general election the
loyalist workers were ready for bold
action

The current general strike was
initiated by the loyalist workers, but
in a close alliance with loyalist
middle-class and bourgeois forces
When it became clear that the protes
tant middle class was behind the
strike, Faulkner had little choice
but to resign

Catholic opposition to Sunning-
dale had also grown steadily. The
SDLP, in the absence of any sub-
stantial Republican challenge at the
polls, won 83% of the catholic vote
at the Assembly elections, represent-
ing 22% of the total poll. They won
23.2% of the total poll at the general
election, but they received a sub-
stantial proportion of middle-class,
pro-Sunningdale, votes. Their elec-
toral support amongst catholics
actually declined.

But the real politics of the
catholics are expressed in the streets.
They voted SDLP only because they
hoped for immediate relief from the
British Army and internment.

BLATANT REPRESSION

Instead the repression has never
relaxed, and the efforts of the
Army to root out the IRA have
succeeded in uniting the catholics
behind the Republican Movement.

The capitulation of the SDLP on
the question of the full implementa-
tion of the Council of Ireland was
probably their last fatal mistake. It
was presented as a concession to the
loyalists, but it was nothing of the
kind. Faulkner was never in favour
of the full Council. He wanted to
maintain as much of the old set-up
in the North as the British Govern-
ment would accept.

The Dublin Government knows
that it cannot solve the crisis in the
North and will strenuously oppose
a British pull-out. Despite the bomb-
ings in Dublin and Monaghan, the
increased repression against Repub-
licans and the broad popular resent-
ment over such issues as the Price
sisters, there is no significant
opposition to the pro-British policies
of the Coalition and the main oppos-
ition party Fianna Fail.

If there is a pogrom against the
catholic ghettoes in the North,
there could be broad mobilisations,
demanding that the Government
assist the catholics. But it is unlikely
that this would seriously undermine
the Coalition’s strategy.

In an open letter to Mr, Declan
Costello, the South’s Attorney General,
@ Dublin priest, Father Piaras O’ Duill,
O.F.M. Cap. accused him and the
Southern Prime Minister, Mr. Cosgrave,
of being politically bias when they
accused the I.R.A. of moral respon-
sibility for the bombings in the

South which killed 31 people. In the
course of his letter Father O’ Duill

said that political leaders have a duty
1o refute such outrages as the Dublin
and Monaghan bombings which were
set off in crowded streets without
warnings or safeguards for civilian

ttorney

View. Such a conclusion, | submit, is
bias towards your own and the
present Government's political inter-
ests, Furthermore, just as the bombs
in Dublin in December 1972 were
used by the § n

Dublin Priest Criticises S

Genera

“If in fact we must apportion respon-
sibility for such outrages to any
persons other than those who plant
the bombs, then the moral respon
sibility must surely lie heaviest on

Y

10 pass the Special Powers Amend-
ment Bill, similarly the lastest bomb-
ings in the South are being used by
you (and Mr, Cosgrave's government)
to denigrate the aims and the legiti-
mate political beliefs of Republicans,
(Anyone who has read their pamphlets|

lives. Few will deny them the right
10 seek to guide the nation in per-
ceiving the moral and intellectual
depravity of such terrible deeds.”
““But such a right” he said, “presumes
impartiality towards the political
views of others and a scrupulous “The Quality of Life in the New
regard for the truth. This of of Ireland’ and “Mining and Energy"
paramount importance for anyone will agree that the observations and
who purports to pass'moral judge- aim. a:nunciated therein are highly
ment on another, upolcill:v W*m: cor mendable,
ibuti nsibility for such a .

::::;::‘:gt::p: nkinn\:nnounx Tl... use of 50 tragic an occasion to

T score political points is hard to accept 4

_ human life. @ anything but despicable. The truth
Fr. O'Duill continued: “| have read of the matter is that there is immeas-
you as having very strongly implied urably weightier evidence to suggest
i onsibility of the that the

bombings were a loyalist
Protest against the enforcement of
Sunningdale than against |.R.A.

Dublin and Monaghan bombings rests
with the 1.R.A. The Taoiseach, Mr.

Cosgrave, has intimated the same strategy in the North.

the of

governments and politicians. The
callous trading by these on every
aspiration of our nation has, down
the years, resulted in some of the
most patriotic of our people spend-
ing the greater part of their lives in
prisons and internment camps and
many others driven to make the
supreme sacrifice of their lives,

“You regard it'as hypocrisy to hear
the Republican Movement condemn
the Southern bombings. That may
well be your opinion. But | myself
know of Republican Volunteers who
have died sooner than put civilians
life in danger,

“‘May | suggest that if Monaghan
happened to be on the other side of
the border, southern politicians would
be as little concemed about the

outhern

bombings there as they were about
McGurk's bar in Belfast (16 killed)
or the Abercorn Restaurant where,

in both cases, the intention of

killing can be now seen to have been
the work of British agents or pro-
British elements, In these instances
the 26-county politicians implied
that the Killings were the work of the
I.R.A, and gave British officers and
soldiers the full scope of radio and
television 1o put this over as their
propaganda, People who adopt this
attitude are the last Reople.who
should speak of hypocrisy.*

The official policy
of the Republican
Movement is expressed
In statements issued by
Sinn - Féin, the Irish
Republican Publicity
Bureau and the
Iaadevshnp of
Republican Movement.

Views expressed
here, by letter writers,
by regular columnists
and in other signed
contributions, are those

of the authors and not

necessarily those of the
publishers

PRO-
BRIiTiSH
GROUPS
iMMUNE
FROM
SEARCHES

The most striking aspect of police
and military activity in the South
for the past few weeks, is the fact
that no raids took place on the
homes of known British supporters,
Taken in the context of known
facts, as well as statements by some
of the politicians themselves, this

is astounding.

On the day after the Dublin bomb-
ings, the police stated at a press
conference that they believed the
bombers were still in Dublin, and
that they may have support in Dub-
lin itself. Yet no raids, no question-
ings, were carried out on well known
supporters of British overiordship

in Ireland. For example, a Dublin-
based group has for the past two
years, in published statements, given
full support to the loyalist cause,
and proclaimed the right of loyalist
para-military groups to carry the
war to the South. This group is
known as “The British and Irish
Communist Organisation,” and has
branches in Dublin, Cork, Galway
and Donegal as well as in Belfast.

The group is fanatically anti-national-
ist in sentiment, and uses socialism

as a tag under which all types of pro-
British ideas are synchonised into a
policy. It is known to have supported
certain members of the Southern
Government. It is known to have
support among certain members of
the Southern Government, particularly
Ministers Dr. Conor Cruise O’Brien
and Mr. Justin Keating. On one
occasion, two years ago, members

of this fanatical group occupied
Government buildings in Dublin,
calling for increased collaboration
with the British.

When charged in court they were
bailed out by Dr. O'Brien and
subsequently the charges petered out.
Since then, their publications have
continually lauded O'Brien’s political
philosophy, which is of a decidedly
loyalist nature. The group have
simultaneously championed the
causes and actions of para-military
loyalist groups in the North.

Yet not one member of this group
was questioned in the police searches.
Nor was any other pro-British group
in any part of the 26 counties.
Immunity from police inquiries is
guaranteed to friends of Government
Ministers in the South, even if they
support and encourage the bombers.
As in the North, British and pro-
British violence is approved of.

Ruins of
Sunningdale:

The Social and Democratic Labour
Party have gambled and lost. By
agreeing to serve under Faulkner in
the first place, they showed an
alarming lack of principle. Given

his duplicity and self interest, it

Was an extremely stupid thing to do.
By his use of internment as a political
Wweapan, he was responsible for start-
ing the shooting war in the North.
His reputation as a sectarian bigot
Made him anathema to the National-
ISt population. He was not trusted by
anybody, least of all by Unionists.
For the S.D.L.P. to serve under him
was a bad tactical error, apart from
the fact that it smacked badly of
political expediency. By backing
down on the Council of Ireland issue
their credibility with their own
supporters foundered, They failed
to deliver on their Promises to those
who voted them in, and they now
stand in the ruins of a misguided
policy of political horse-trading.
They never had the remotest chance
of ““delivering the goods’ by co-
operating with British policy in the
North, via Sunningdale. It will be
interesting to see what political con-
volutions Gerry Fitt and Co. indulge
in next, to try and retrieve their
Position. Their chances are not good.



The ‘Troops f)m' demand hasbeen
en up by reactionary elements
the left will be tainted if it does the

tak:

same.

If muddled reactionaries make
this demand it is because of the suc
cess of the anti-imperialist struggle
in Ireland. Their scream of pain is
the first sign of a possible split in
bourgeois politics. We must fight
their anti-Irish chauvinism, but try
to widen that split, and use the
heightened interest °> get across
our reasons for getting the trcops
out.

A British withdrawal would elim-
inate a powerful barrier to the ad-
vance of the Irish struggle, and make
it easier to destroy the Southern
ruling class, and the Orange ascen-
dancy

M reactionaries want the same
thing, that is their contradiction,
not ours
The TOM will inevitably come up
against the problem of its attitude to
the armed struggle. It must immedi-
ately adopt the position of solidarity
with the IRA

It is self-evident that it is not
necessary to support the IRA in or-
der to support. the withdrawal of the
troops and selt- letermination for
Ireland, especia:ly when this is mot-
ivated on the basis of the repressive
implications for workers in Britain of
what is happening in Ireland.

It is true that such a campaign
inevitably raises the question of the
IRA, but it also enables that ques-
tion to be answered. Bringing into
focus the links between the Irish
struggle and the struggle of the Brit-
ish working class makes it much
easier to get workers to understand
why the IRA deserves our support.

The TOM will win more people to

solidarity with the IRA in six months,

than the ‘solidarity first’ merchants .
have done in four years

Yes, we should have a troops out
movement, but it should demand that
the troops are replaced by a workers’
militia, based on the trade union
movement, in the North of Ireland.

When the people who support this
argument define the political aims
of a “workers’ militia’ we will be able
to tell whether or not it is a serious
proposition.

If it aims to advance the progress
of the Irish people towards national
freedom and socialism, it will have
to fight the majority of trade union-
ists in the North of Ireland, as recent’
events show.

If it defends the privileged posit-_
ion of the loyalist aristocracy of
labour, which is what the majority

of trade unionists in the North of
Ireland want, it will have to fight the
advance of the rest of the Irish people
The best way to get the Army out is
to weaken it from within, by working
for trade union rights for soldiers.

The best way to get the Army-out,
is by helping deserters to escape from
its clutches,

The struggle for civil and trade
union rights for soldiers is an impor-
tant means of undermining the army
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as an instrument of class rule. But
there is no reason to assume that
soldiers thrown into the Irish holo
caust must go through the stage of
trade union consciousness before
they break with the army.

It was the experience of the fac-
tory which led to the growth of
trade unions, the army is a quite dif-
ferent proposition. Because of the
way in which discipline operates, and
because soldiers are deliberately cut
off from the rest of society, opposit-
ion usually takes the form of indiv-
idual action.

That means that desertion is a
more realistic proposition than
building a trade union for most
soldiers who reject the Army’s repres-
sive role in Ireland. But unless sol-
diers believe that they will have a
future which is more tolerable than
continued service, no significant
numbers will ‘vote with their feet’
against the Irish war.

That means that what happens
outside the Army is at present more
important than work aimed directly
at the ranks of the Army. If, in
addition to the blows struck by the
IRA, soldiers come to believe that
large sections of public opinion in
Britain no longer support the Irish
war, the ‘cop-out’ rate will increase
dramatically.

So at this stage we should con-
centrate on work outside the Army,
although anyone who decided to
prepare now to assist deserters would
be doing a valuable job.

The main demand should be a Bill of
Rights to guarantee democratic rights
to the minority in the North of Ire-
land.

We should be demanding the
repeal of the Emergency Provisions
Act, which is the basis for most of
the repression in the North of Ire-
land.

If the Labour Government cannot
even enforce the full implementation
of the Council of Ireland, who is
going to enforce the Bill of Rights?

History has shown that Northern
Ireland cannot be reformed. Any dim-
inution in the sectarian basis of the
State challeng®s%he )f/ reason for
its existence. The civil rights move-
ment in the late sixties proved be-
yond a shadow of doubt that the only
road to progress was the smashing of
the Northern Ireland State,

And since the British Government
cannot accept the destruction of *
the State, the role of the British Army
is to stand in the way of progress.
That is why the Emergency Provisions
Act was passed, and the Bill of
Rights rejected.

Clearly those who now counter-
pose the Bill of Rights to the demand
for troop withdrawal have failed to
draw the lessons of history. Their

failure over five years to make any

impact on the British labour move-
ment underlines the futility of their
position

But there are people who want
to combine the troops withdrawal
and the Bill of Rights demands. It
would be sectarian for the TOM to
reject joint work with such people,
in building support for the withdrawal
of the troops.

But the position of these people
is contradictory. In the final analys-
is, the demand for the British Govern-
ment to legislate reform is neither
practical, nor compatible with the
complete withdrawal of British im-
perialism from Ireland, which is the
logical outcome of the TOM’s dem-
ands of troops out now and self-
determination.

JOIN
SINN FEIN

The Secretary,
Belfast Executive,
C/o 170 Falls Road, Belfast 12.

I WISH to join SINN FEIN to work
for the establishment of a Democratic
Socialist Republic and to overthrow
English Rule in Ireland.

Please arrange for this Application to
be considered:

Name:

(This form should be posted or
brought to the above address).

Southern Government

Coll bOI‘ tion with British
Mr. Frank Gogarty, former chairman .o, than that they were Catholics, [B1, Trinity Gardens,
We all know exactly in each case London SWQ 8DR.

and founder member of Northern
Civil Rights which was instrumental
in turning attention of the world to
the injustices suffered for years by
the Nationalist population of the
North, writes:

“Such enclaves as the Shankill,
Monkstown, Mount Vernon, etc.
remains, as always, immune to “hot
pursuit” and politically sacrosanct
as far as common law enforcement
is concerned.

““One wonders how different things
might have been if — as the Govern-
ment of a sovereign independent
state — the Irish Government had
stood up to the bluster and bullying
of British Statesmen and their S.A.S.
bombers, and had insisted that
Britain acknowledge that all the
misery and death and destruction in
Ireland stems solely from British con-
quest and British miisrule.

North?

“As a Northerner | think it a sorry

“Why then the hysteria for an all
Ireland common law enforcement
area when it does not exist in the

* Declan Costello, the Southern
Attorney General, would be better

where the killers fled for sanctuary,
and yet, in not one of these incidents
was there the ““hot pursuit’” the
Catholic areas are persecuted with.

Dear Sir—As a non-Irish
and non-Catholic supper-
ter of the cause of Irish
Freedom and Indepen-
dence from the British
imperialist jack-boot, |
never thought that the
day would come when

| would be writing in
praise of a Catholic
priest.

This | do now. | refer, of

sight this day to view the in
of political cowardice and opportunist and just while he is at it he might
also question the day to day administ-|rageous man ef God,
ration of existing legislations in the
courts of the North as affects Catho-
lics and Loyalists.

party politics, the South’s army
reduced to the service of an auxiliary
wing of the British Army and the
law men of the land crying out for
British vengeance, for British justice.

“’Reconquest of Ireland, where are
you?

"‘But before these same law-makers
panic the country into setting up

what is called “a common law enforce-
mentiarea,” let them be reminded

that even within precious Northern
Ireland itself there is no such thing

as a common law enforcement area.

“In recent days, for example, eleven

Catholics were done to death in four
separate incidents for no other

“He might also query what foreign
power can, without charge, or trial,
intern people who are Irish citizens
under the law.

“But why go on?

Mo chlann fein da dhiol a mathair
Joyce put it better — ““the sow that
eats its own farrow."

A line from a poem by Patrick Pearse,
Republican Jeader executed in Dub-
lin by the British, 1916: ‘The mother
was betrayed by her own children.

ing this anomaly
¢ course, to that very cou-

Father Sean McManus.
Reading his statement
issued from the English
Embassy, Baltimore —
Republican News 11th
May— was nothing short
of inspiring.

This brave priest is in-
deed a worthy successor
and follower of the hum-
ble Carpenter of Naza-
reth. Every decent Irish-
man and woman, irresp-

REPUBLICAN IRELAND

HONOURS WOl

ective of religious views,
should be proud of him.
May God bless Fr. Me-
Manus and all those brave
people fighting for an
Ireland fit for all people
to live in peace.

Yours sincerely—

T. R. MacLachlan.
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al re-unification. We must not allow nou national
aims to be relegated to the background.”

After internment was introduced in August, 197_1.
some members of our Editorial Board were impris-
oned and the remaining members took the bold
decision to publish the paper on a weekly basis. It
is fair to say that the heavy burden of writing,
editing and distributing the paper for the first seven
months of internment fell on the shoulders of two
dedicated people.

In June 1972, Belfast Republican Press Centre was
re-organised to meet a fresh onslaught of British
black propaganda. The Press Centre stated in Issue
No. 38: “The British Government in recent umpl_es,
faced with the courage and determination ofa risen
people, are pouring large sums of money into their
publicity machine in order 1o confuse our people
and to discredit the Republican Movement.

“REPUBLICAN NEWS now in existence for two
years, is sold all over Ireland and in many places
abroad, ™ continued the Press Centre statement.
“This has been achieved by a hard-working band of

dedicated workers in the face of internment,
widespread searches, arrests, phone tapping, letter
censorship, British Army, U.D.R. and R.U.C. road
blocks. Our writers, distributors and sellers faced
various risks and dangers to produce and bring to
you this voice of Irish Republicanism. This was
done in spite of Stormont’s Special Powers Acts.

“Our team had a particularly difficult period since
internment commenced in August 1971. The
Republican Movement therefore wishes to express
thanks and appreciation for a job well done. The
REPUBLICAN NEWS could not have survived
without the co-operation of our printers and readers.
To you also we say, ‘Thank you.’ With your con-
tinued support we will always strive to organise,
educate and agitate in the cause of Irish national
freedom as an authentic Irish Republican organ.”

Nouw in the month of June, 1974, we are moving

FOUR
YEARS
ON

Continued from Page 1

into our fifth year of publication. The spirits and
example of our dead comrades who attended that

meeting in February, 1970, hover over us. We think

What does the future hold for Ireland and the Irigh
people? We can, if we will, build up a people self.
contained, self-centred, aelf-reliat.n — a people not _
looking for the repeal of an English Act, nor for
the permission of England to exist and develop to
its highest and fullest capacity.

It is only with free poli®eal institutions that our
people can develop their genius and power. At the
back of every evil that infests our land, over and
above them all, and responsible for all, is the govern,
ment of Ireland by England.

England governs this country against the wishes of
its people. Ethically her occupation of Ireland is
immoral and indefensible — but John Bull is not
worried with points of ethics or conscience. But so
long as he governs this land against the will of its
people, he has got to expect the utmost opposition
from the people he insists on governing.

In the struggle between England and Ireland, our
opponents have got an efficient weapon of attack
in the form of their Government. We must create
one as speedily as may be. England may not
recognise it as representative of the people, but
her recognition is of little importance.

of Seamus Steele still writing for this paper on the A national organisation that is going to cope with

day before he died. We can hear his words: “Do
not worry if you are not able to do as much as you
would like. This is a team effort. Do your little bit,
if we all do that, we will be alright.”

We think of the calm influence exercised by Hugh
McAteer, quietly smoking his pipe at our meetings
and we. think of his wise counsel. And Leo Martin,
(Sen.) . .. calm, wise, unruffled. These three men
of integrity were listened to with respect ¢ . they
spoke with voices of experience.

We think of the others who attended that first
meeting . . . their names cannot yet be mentioned.
Tliey all played a part in launching REPUBLICAN
NEWS.

injustice established for such a length of time and
so firmly established in this country as England,
must possess and assume the features and attributes
of a governing body.

It must have the great mass of the people not only
enrolled in its books of membership, but working
strenuously in full and active support of it. it must
form the central point of the national life, from which the
country may with confidence expect, and with certainty
receive guid: irection and leadership, and
from which men fighting in isolated outposts may receive
the help of the entire force of the nation.

IT CAN BE DONE IF THE PEOPLE WILL, AND IT
MUST, OR THEY PERISH.
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" CLIFTON STREET
DEMONSTRATION

New Lodge Road, towards Clifton Street.
24
post has been used as a torture centre for dealin,
area seized by British troops and brought there.
3

4. Section of crowd of over 2,000 listening tw s;
was organised by the Political Hosta
Republican prisoners in English
transfer to jails in Ireland.

5.
Drumm, (Vice-President, Sinn Fein)
Patrick’s Catholic Church, after the
hunger strikers and all Irish Republican prisoners.

1. Parade headed by a young man carrying a Cross, marching down the

Marchers passing North Queen Street., British Army /R.U.C. post. This
g with men and boys from the

R.U.C. block road at Unity Flats, prior to start of meeting.

peaker. The demonstration
ges Release Committee, in support of
jails campaigning for political status and

Mike Farrell, (P.D. Leader), addressing the large gathering. Mrs. Maire
» also spoke. Many people went to St.
meeting ended to say the Rosary for the

SRR
OER NEPHIN BEG

They brought him home to Ballina

It was his wish,

To rest where Nephin Beg

Would guard his sieep

And he had earned his sleep.

When he was lonely in an island jail,

His company the English torturers

With the tools of their trade

The jug, the tube, and the vomiting pail -

He dreamt of Nephin Beg.

From Dublin Town, a long, long line,
a mourning motorcade

Set out for Ballina,

And all along the way, the hawthorn
white mixed with the-black, and
the women'’s tears o’er flowed in
Longford,

Where rushing up, they would embrace
their son,

But being met with wood,

Embraced McSwiney’s flag

Thinking it fitting and good.

The silence thickened up the air
‘neath Nephin Beg,

Some shots rang out!

Applause re-echoes!

Joyous shout!

The spirit of Michael Gaughan hears
And cannot rest,

Soars over Nephin Beg

To rouse the West!

SORCA NI MHURCHU

HARRY THORNTON’S
WIDOW AWARDED
DAMAGES

On the 7th August, 1971 Harry
Thornton, 30-year-old father of
six children from Tullydonnell
Cottages, near Newtownhanilton,
South Armagh, was shot dead
while driving his van past Spring-
field Road Army Barracks. He
was on his way to work. ~

The British Army claimed that 2
shots had been fired from the van.
No guns or explosives were found
when the van was searched by
Special Branch detectives

Last week in the Belfast High
Court agreed damages of

£27,500 was awarded to Mrs.
Mary Thornton against the Bri-

tish Ministry of Defence.



