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_ STAFF CAFTAIN MAURICE O'NEILL..

A 1ittle more than a month after the marder of Commdt. P. Dermody,
the Free State Government has murdered another soldier of the Irish
Republic, Staff Captain Maurice 0/Neill. ‘The Pree State Government
nas shown that there-are no bounds to its lust for Republican blood and
it follows no law or rule in its hate-ridden persecution of Rgpublican
Ireland and ner ¥olunteer soldiers. it Nih :

Staff ‘Captain Maurice O'Neill was.a truelson of a ‘noble county -
Yerry. . - An intimate knowledge\of_lreland's history and bitter though
¢im, memories of the fighting intKerry in 1922-23 with an unwavering
faith in wltimate victory were the prime. Tactors which helped to mould
the fine character and brave manliness of liaurice CNeill.
5 His efficient and thorough knowledge of military training enabled
him to'achieve the rank of Captain Cahirciveen Battalion, Oglaigh na
h-Eireann. His brother, Sean, was arrested.in Dublin and sentenced
to a term of imprisonmenty Nothing daunted. but with even greater
determination, liaurice trained aﬁd‘in§tructed his Battalion. At the
end of. August this year came the call for Volunteers for the Active
Sepvice Units in Northern Ireland. . Maurice was,one Of the first
v, eg;ga%gg; éported for dutysat G Heo B s 2 BNE
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of prisonerc of war,’ his dashing ®ourage in action ensures nissever-
1psting honour. Then ‘camne  a 8171 A journey back to H.w..and
Laurice was pramoted Staff Capta B/~ WHig intelligent and enthusiastic
interest in all departments‘offﬁﬁg"

S

7 and his untiring enersy there. won
nim the friendship of every officer. Captain 0'Neill was impaticut

for his next chance to meet the- gion, but the Free State Government had
no intention of allowing any I_ijﬂpan'to’Striketa blow against its

Britannic master. ”Thus?mhéA;Q@'ygarney,raid and the capturc of Staff
Captain O Neddieail i e 4 » ‘ ‘ :

That shameful{mb@kéﬁyJéf;gl'&ice;‘thQ"Special Military. Court
sentenced Captain 0'MNei 1’td&de§3{;foﬁ the awful erime of "attempting
to vesist arrest.! 7 It d8 unnco sary to comment on-either the charge
or sentence, butithe record of tHe trial proceedings will live as ever-—
lasting evidence of the treacheryland injustice of that Government that
has stained the glory qﬁ;ogrmraciféO»often in the rast ten inglorious
JeATB gt v e o i 7 : e
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1y one request to make to the Irish
'TLet no man bow to the traitor by
est was typical of that proud unre--
a always wanted to die;as he had

| Republic,-and the Irish: nation can

B : :

Ml ovember 12th. ,. in Hountjoy Ppison,

} BiE 1L to the prison yard - serenc,
shook h@nds#with every member of that Tree

: “ébldiers duty-bound to murder, which
king«= marche ‘to the appointed spot. Al Fevr
_1.éy'n-;g_ouvﬂanﬂfwith A prayer on his lips Captain
' e.to't“'ﬂimmdﬁtal Cause of the Irish Eepublic.

quick-limegerave beside Feévin Barry, Tatrick

6 and all. the athers wno gave theln lives ifor , the
prison. RatVlifc springs from dcatn and from
“and women spring living nations, ! (learsc).
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_Jrstriggle. to face "dangérs as he faced them, to Lighu as
and, if necessary, to die as he died.

Ay _dheis <daimh Dé go raibh a anam uasal: .

"Trﬂ“ FELONS = OF .QUR LAND.

~w-q0-qtt1tude o the Irish people to ﬂOllblCﬁl'WTlSOUtPS haq always
been a good stﬂndard by which to judge the national-position. It was a

‘measure- of the wnathy which smothcrrd Irish Separation in the decades

“ollowing the enlnn explosions in England that the very names of even
the :re 1£eot Of.uGL Fenians were forgotten by the Irish people. A well-
known figure @en the Irl«h political stage during . the Land League was :
annroached by a young girl at the conclusion of a meeting on bchqlﬁ of
the Trcason Vblony prisoncrs then:enduring savage treatment in Millbani.
She said ="Thy dc you never speak..of my brother at:.any of your mc~f1n a2
The sheaker asked her who her brother: was -"Tom Cla“ke -as the PepiJn
Not even the publicists of ! that:day knew the fiC of Tom Cjarff €
TOnS s gonyisae Then .there came a changes
The: ulse of the nation quickened. Young men be an ‘to look +cwardq the
~ysical force ideal for suidance;™ those who adonted a servile att '+ul“
to the British To“d and master endured the ooqtempt of'a new generation;
and the ”forfotten men oi" the éew1nr Monnont became the inspiration of
the T'e enerated cause. ¢ S % :
Comnare these circumstances wlth conﬂltlons to-day. . Five hundred
men mill ‘arcund in the muck of a @urrarh compound behind closcly Tuajdai
barbed wire. ountjoy - Ireland's Bastille - holds scores of Treland's
ravest and best In a part of itilanguish over a dozen heroic women -
the i~nn Devlins and Betsy Greys of ¢ur day. The prison yard there is
still-wet with the blood of murdered patriots. @ vort1a01f11se wherein
susfer in solitary confinement seven of Ireland's ‘noblest sons, denied
commtnication with uhe outside world, the very.Sacraments forbwddgn tkem.
Mg convict wing of his' Britannic ha3cuty ‘s npison in Crumlin Road,Belfas
holds At +ng momvntkanrly one ¢ hunﬁ#%du?omu 11cams serving v1010u
sentences. In other wings of the Pa E prison are - uCOPBD'OI Roﬂﬁhljﬂan
-prs serving sentences up to tWwo years. In Derry Jail five
norea natriotic Irishmen are-intezned now for almost.four years with-
out charge on tnials. Frisons in England and Scotland hold their quota-
nearly one hundred. There the Fenians: of the vressant day .are scrving
the mout savage terms that could be. inflicted by qutwsh 1av.
That.is the "crime' for "nlch-ﬁ&l these men: suffers They'are in
gaol because they fought Ircland's battlé in the onTy vay LRt LrIsh
nlutor" has ever justified. They sre ine gaol hecause th ey believe in
the age-old dictum that "England's difficulty is Ireland s opportunity.
They are in gaol because they feel “that’ thel time is ripe when Irish
Revolutionists, Separatists and working men will re-— oroanlse flitseiim
their ‘own cquntry on the basis' of Truth Justice, QOPlﬁl Bguality and

Vi

Precedon. If they'are guilty:of Bycrime then so were Tone; litchel,

Tearse, Connolly and Mellowes. They~are in oodlv comhnﬂJ, hey walk

“a 1am111ar roads,

No “inisterial clap-trap, or bx@torlcal out-bursts from the present
pro-British Government of the Free State, nor the sneers' of’ their com-
naftriots in Stormont, will' deceive al s1ngle‘IriShman who® has learned the
lecssons of history. . They are imprisoned because the Impcrialists
fear tue influence thev wield amongst the nﬁSSfof the Irish peovple
Only at intervals do we hear news of them, Do convictellfdie in
. arkburst...(Zddie Duffy died in Millbank). 3 %crnard Casey. murdered

in the Curragh - (Tadhg Barry in. Ballykinlar). D'Arcy and MacNeela

cuifer their long agony and die on hungerstrike in Arbour Hill. Wolfe
Tonc died there, 100, Rerublwcqn~prlsoners lie naked in Fortlaoighise

. ... Young boys are batoned into unconsciousness Dby brutal gaolers
clfast Jails and in the Curvagh.......

in

,J-

Yetithe Cﬁuse they serve Wlll never dic. The ddeal of ‘Freedom

in UuJonger than any Trorce of cobrc1on that can be broanht .atainst it,
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'$5" a7 thevs ‘cariibe-no doubt that
i in north-easi~Ulster to destroy
aniem insthat area have been

VERTN S

e - T give’ gredit.where credi
¢ all efferts Of the British ger risor
or entirely’subdue all traces of, repub’

: thorough, although ineffectualo =
20 ,_‘.,,Thejs,—f,h'ajf_'fe"f'jtxjied econouitc. guppreesions  They have spared
211 pdither rope nor bullet nor lash in their wild and frestic attempts

to orush the proud spirit of the loyal poople. of the north and only

succeeded in fanning the flame.-of patriotisim intola:raging conflagrat=
s ione They have tried to deadod the’ énthuslasm ofithe soldiers of
o oo the-Republic by %}Té*arettry~monotony of prison cells, only to find
L o-thom MRS, 6ager than vever for the fight. Their latest tacties of
turning the. very héméscof the. people “into souiany prisons by the
,Ampaosition of curfew has only mep TR dsfiidce rand- derision.
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But now from a seemingly unexpectod: quarter, comes assistance
of a most weleome .nature. Mr. de Velora isitryiag!to show them
how he thinks -the. job should bo done. Keeping before him as o
guiding light-the ‘tncldntimaxim ipg -ide and Conquer®, he has sent
7 - his-oemissary, Eaucn Donnelly, beforc the people of Belfast in the

-yain rendeavour to win the: republ:-cans. of that city from their true
¢ nllegionecs ~_lire Donnelly:-desc “ibes himsgelfy ltimourously, as a
rRepublican: ~Whabkind of fools .does hé ond hissrmasker, De Valera,
* “think the northern Republicans are, to De déceived. byhis av?w:Lls '
© ".:of Republicanism 2., Have. thoy #6% a 1iving exompde.of his %3deal”
in the twenty=six countiesi:. [Thery have ‘only to .examine the coh=-

to, kneotr that 7o ~expoct’ from Boméh Donnelly!s promises.
; | gbURBLes . Ropublicans are
boing murderséd in e ‘Donnellyis "Eire! ;04 Redublicans arc imprison-
od,. tortured and persscuted in Yro six countiess. They are being
_imprisonedy tortursdtatd persectited in llre De Valera's "heaven on:
earth, " but with.oven a lesser pretoncc of Mjustice’s TR AT
o . No, lrs Dennelly, the peoplo of belfast have seen too much of
the Union Jack to be deceived by the one you are waving before them;
ovon though you_havo given it acoat o' green paint its: pattern
-~ stands out-as:platniflas.she British Royal moncgram stands out from
<+’ under,the greon paint. on Viree Btate! pillar boxess rworth nd onds

} ditions there k;
=2 Republicans arg being murdered in theo  six:
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(1) ' A 2ittle bird told .us that Chiof Supt. Gantly was very crost-
. faklon aftor his recsnt visit toiour puppet Minister of Justico,
*"Boland... Could ‘it bo :that the Dr. .iilson episode is having its
speporcussions, ‘or(_’ghat"Det’.SOrgt «-.;ymes - the nrime mover in'the

,,,,,,

. "usbuslness - has becone" ‘é’quoamis,h. 2# 0T course thore was tho in=
e weyiBable Mheuling evor. tho coals’ bocause oif tho sad spocteple
L that gallant band of Dave flellisanite Campalgners cvt, at tho
. Doneycarney raid. " 'Handpiclkoc and led by the gallant Gontly
U yith DotaSergt, Gill'veryidiscroetly In tho rore, this posse
‘didnit- includo ono Broy' Harriore Presumably the desire that
the least tinge of Ropublican aympathy might not pormeate this

<l iediont band was tho declding faotor 14 1458 soloction, Even
Cwith- this jbrusted;."ba'n'd"of?i:}c;onohmé Gently didn’t keep faith, -
VIt ‘tho -subsequent dhauipy mmeé discusgion iato the possibility of
' “De0e Mordaunt having bden shot’ byr-police fire, Gantly disclaimod
e - oo 81l responsibllify for tho sction of the iate Ds0. in entering’

“tho “housee = Of ‘éourse had “hero boeen ony laurels” to be had or 4
£500 rovprd he would hw e attachot both tho responsibility  and
crodit to himself as ho did for tho recapture of tho escaped’
""%or’rpa;t};'intprneo; Hm s Marchner - o foat that was’ entirely due to
h¢"personal initiative of D.O, - vko, Perhaps “ho sought for’

. intorviotrs with the Commissionor will throw a 1ittle light on
_prosent biased police admindstraticn. ' - -
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(2) Tro Ropublican Volunteors, John Graham- ond David Floming worc,

'nt tho Belfast Commission cach sontoncod to 12 years for shodting
.at .polico whilo resisting tholr arrost at Crumlin Road, Belfast,on
- Septomber, - 10the Staff Capte Mourico 0fNoill was sontenced and
“'shot to dcath on tho samo chargo’ by the "Froc Stato Govornment' .

{3). Rocontly 128,000 4-gallon potrol drums, markod Bell+0. (British
War Offico) were quiot1~:trpnsforrod‘frOmvBritish occuplpdiNorthorn
7 Irelond to tho Froo State Army ond just ds. quioetly tronsportod to

" solocted contrese - WHY %e L ( o R

o [~ D o000
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“.(4)~ . Unile workmon in tho "Freo State" stand idle.for lack.of cemont
“‘T;forfbuilding,schomés“ourf?actéhios,atmLimerick and..Drogheda. scnt
10,000 tons in one Jolnt consighment to the new Aorodromo at sanl,

Coe Down and at a considerably dlower. cost ‘than obtainable in tho
~Wpnoe State"e R R s s FEEIERD

AN oB.JEcr.u,{lI'EésoN}f? e

Freoquently letters arc roceived in this'éountry by their friends
_from the Irish Republican Prisonocrs of lar inm gaol in Englands Never
havo mon and women beon. so shamefully botrayed as were: these faithful
rembors of our oxpeditionary forces in;tho compalgn,atnched in
En lmd ‘on-January 16th,. 1939. <3l ,acknowledge this as a fact. Yot,
never, in my.of tho letters sent:out by them do we f£ind one word of
_ complaint = noever a viord .of rogrote . Rather do weo. £ind that instocad

‘of :disillusion md despair, evor groater hopo and courage ond fight-

ing spirit fill tho breasts of those living martyrs of ourse

T~ " Somévhoro In this is hiadoneg.1ossoh~ﬂhidﬁ'mﬁnylof,us would do
well to loarn by Lgort - Think dooply on it.

70 MAURICE O'NEILL.

A vigil through tho night %' deop silonco roiﬁns,
A whisporod word at dawn - "tho hour is night,
‘Day steals from tho Bast as at window panos,

o 1listen - and yet we-hopo he will not dies

That sound? My Godd 'tis but a bird on wing,
And yot we startlo, ovory oar astrain,
~ To hoar that volley through the silanco ring,
. Broathleoss we liston for tha: leaden rain.

Ropriovod porhaps? Ah nol that hopo is vain,

Thoir quenchloss 1lust for blood dl justice scopns,
But he will feel tho glory, not tho pain, :
His path 1s rosos ond not thorns.

At length the riflos’ poal; somo pigoons L1y, | .
Silonco Poigns onco moro = O!EILL IS DEADI
Noblé- bearer of a noblo name, you dio

In hellowod soilis your sacpifice-iis made.

v'tj',fﬁﬁ?iﬁhtﬁi-bﬁﬁiﬁhéagain,
©. ' (Mountjoy Prison, 12th Novel942) e
WHEN YOU HAVE READ THIS PAPER PLEASE PASS
IT ON TO'A FRIEND OR IEAVE TT. IN A TRAM ,%BUS
OR TRAIN, : &




