& : REPUBLICAN PUBLICITY BUREAU, DUBLIN,  March, 1943.

THE BELFAST ESCAPE,

The following Communique was issued from Northern Command Head= !

quartérs in the afternoon of 1l5th January, 1943 :-

Upt 8,30 this morning a dering and successful escape was made
from Belfast Prison by four Irish Republican prilsonerss The names
of the four men are Lt.-General Hugh lcAteer, Comdt.-General Seamus
Steele, Capt. Patrick Donnelly and Lt. Edward Maguire, and all four
reporteg-to Command Headquarters within four hours of leaving the
prisonsy' _‘ s

Interviewed at Command Headquarters cne of the men said, "The
plan almost failed when we reached the outer wall. We had mis«
calculated the height of #the gaol wall and the overtopping barbed
wire, and the pole for placing the hook on top of the wall proved
to be too short.

We tried to reach the top of the wall by placing one man on
another man's shoulders, but the height was too great, and thrice
the men slipped and fell,

For the next attempt a third man climbed on tq the second man's
shoulders and reaching up he raised the hook 'to his utmost, and saw

.1t barely clear the top of the wire and drop securely into position.
The sugcess of the escape was then assured."

FREE STATE AGENTS IN NORTHERN IRELAND,

The result of the Belfast Bye-electlon in which Mr. Hugh Corvin :
received only a handful of votes is a striking indication of the polit-
ical wisdom of Belfast Republicans. 7

Mr, Corvin offered himself as a candidate without the consent or
support of the Govermnment of the Irish Republic, or of any Republican
Organization, The Convention which selected him consisted of 17 ine
dividuals representing, no oné knows who, for even yet they modestly
refuse to publicly disclose their identity, and not a single Republican
Organization was present or represented.

Mr, Corvin, and his chief, Agent E. Dopnelly, sought to deceive
the people into believing that they were Republicans when in fact they
are meroly Froe State Agents, Their "Republican" Election Address
declared Mr. Corvin as an Irish Republican, but during the election
campaign it was made clear that Eamon Donnelly and Hygh Corvin intended
to seek admission to the Dominion Parliament of the Twenty=six counties,

Every vate for Corvin would have counted as a vote for De Valera's
Constitution and the present resurgence of Republicanism in the North :
would be hailed as a movement in favour of De Valera.

The spokesman of the Government of the Irish Republic repudiated
Mr,HsCorvine Oyt of a total of over 30,000 electors less than 2,000
voted for Mre Corvin, : 3 ;

The lesson is plain for all to reads

It is disloyalty to the Republic needlessly to destroy
its instruments of publicity.

When you have read this copy 1t is your duby to pass it
on to a friend or leave it in a tram, traln or %bus,
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NEUTRALITY AND MR, DE VAIERA,

Much hes boen said in praise of Mr, de Valera's consummcte statese

manship in keeping "threec quarters of a nation", neutral in the present

. war, But if we approve of neutrality when England is at war it implies

 that we no longer consider England as the onemye That "England's
difficulty is Ireland's opportunity" has always been accepted by Irish
Republicans and, as a consequence, it logically follows thaot England's
enemies are our natural allies. Any assistance we could get from them
in driving the British Army out of tho North of Ireland and re-establish-
ing tho Republic for the whole of Ireland should be most welcomes How=
ever lir, Do Valeora has decided that the "Irish Free State" is to remain
neutrale ;

But there is another fight in which Mr., De Valora is not noeutral =~
the fight for Irish frocdoma In this fight he has taken a very defin-
ite stand, ' By overy moans in his power ho is determined to wipe out
the soldiors of tho Republican Army whoso only "erime" is that they aroc
recady to give their lives for a froc and united Ireland. In the pass~
ing of Coorcion Bills; in tho doliberate flouting of the ordinary laws
of justice; in tho employing of sples; in condoning the ill-treatment
of prisonors and in the murdoring of Republican soldiers - who are not
oven accused of having taken life -~ lire Do Valora has out-Heroded Herod:
Tn othor words, he has surpassed in brutality his late political. oppon-
ent Mra, Cosgraves .

No} Mr, Do Valora is not noutral., In th® struggle for the Ropublic
he has changed sides and is now complebely gone over to our only onemy =
Englande And he has no defences On tho evidence of his own political
carcer alone he is damned in tho oyes of all Republicans, Lot us use
our COmMMONSense. Tho Irish Ropublican Army is the same to~day as it
was in 1916 and 1922 Tt hos tho samo Constitution - its soldiers aro
inspired by the samo idealsse How can it be’ right for the mombers of
this Army, led by Mr. De Valera, to bec revered as heroes in 1922 and to
be hunted, tortured-and shot in cold blood by Mr. De Vaolera in 1942 2
There arc some things that do not change and one of them is the inalicn-=
able right of a nation to bo free, and this nation will realize before
long how it has boon duped and misled. Alrcady the scales are falling
from the peoples' oyese Every mon hunted ond with a price on his hoad;
every mon tortured and kicked to uncongciousness by the brutal military
police in the Curragh Camp; cvery man brought before the Military
Tribunal (composed of the some traitors who served Mro Cosgrave) and-
condemnod af tor a mock trial to be shot; every mon suffering and dying
for Ireland will bc avengeds Slowly but surely the account is piling
up md the day of rockoning is at hand.q Thon tho Irish pooplo will
know how to maokc thoir choilcoe B

Upor deoror thoe grave or tho prison
Tllumed by onc patriot!s name

Than tho trophies of all. who havo risen
On Liborty!s ruins to famo."

SEVEN EARTHLY HELLS,

In the hecart of picturcsque Coe Laoighis is tho outwardly pcaco:
ful town of Portlaocighiso. forming tho British garrison town of Marye
borougha How mmy pooplo realizo that, in this town, stands onoc of
tho most hidoous torturo-chambors this persocutod country has over
known ?; thoso groy stonc walls of Portlaoighiso prison with the
support of Froc Stato consorship, hold their ugly secrots wellg

Bohind that grim scntinel of stono, languish sovon of Trolandf's
noblost and bost soldiors, who have becn sontencod by Freo State trcach-
ory ond hato, four to lifo imprisommont, and tho othor throo to a minie
mum of twolve yoars ponal scrvitudc oache Tho only “crime" of thoso
mon is thoir unflinching adhoronco ‘to the sacrod causc of Irish Froodom,
sanctificd by the blood of Tone ond all his valiant ‘succossors in thab
unonding linc of patrict martyrs. <

Thoso sevon men aro silently suffering tho worst torturos that
traitors can inflicte Solitary confincmont is the stringoent rulo,
which is onforced by boatings, otcs, on occasionss Theso mon arc fow-
biddon to speak, oxcopt, of coursc, to thoso old rolics of the British
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WHAT TERENCE MacSWINWY'WROTE ON THE RIGHTS OF NTNORITK_\O'
[}
‘o, fight for freedom = not for the vanity of the worlc, not 50
.- havo a fine concoit of ourselves....The inspiration 1s drawn from c
'deeper element of our being....It is a-matter of 1ifo and death, 4t i«
our souls salvations If tho wholo nation stard for 3k, we ars th37:
wo shall be grandly victorious If only .a fow aro faithful found, they
.must be more steadfast for boing but a few, They gtand for an:
‘ual’right that is inalienable. A majority has no tght to annul
and: no.power to dostroy it. Tyrannios may UO“SecutO,' lay or banisa
tHoso who defend it; tho thing is indestructible....Ono ‘man”alone 2y
vindicato it, and bocauso ono man has never failod it had never dLod.,7
Heo'1is called to grave chargo who is called to roesist tho majoritye. Butb
. ho-will rosist, knowing his victory will Tead thom o = dearor droam
“ than thoy had over known..sHe will flght.,.,novo“ crushed, nevor silont,
never dospairing, cheoring a few comrades with hopo for the morroeys
And should these few sink in the struggle thc groanno s of:. tho. 1doal is
provon in the last hour; as thoy fall their couniry awakens to theix
dream and ho who 1nsp1rod and sustained them is Juqt fied; Justlflod
against the wholo race, ho who onco stood alon: against thomg",

RbPUBLICAW PRISONERS IN ENGLAND,
8 Whon in Janua‘y 1959 tho BPltlSh Govornmont ignorod the ultlmarum Lz
‘ of the Govorhmont:of tho Irlsh Ropubllc demanding ‘tho withdrawal of S iy
Brltish troops from Iroland the Irish Ropubllcan Govermment declared o
Par- on Englgnd. Into tho hoart of. England’s torritory tho guorilla
‘units of tht .R.A. struck with llghtning Tapidiby- and force and struck ..
foor into ‘tho hoarts of tho English populaticme. . S vha
. [ Our‘soldiors word cotmpollod to fight wndor, handigaps ~ thoy had
strict ordors NOT to takeilifo if possible and they wore living and
fighting in hostilo torritory whore practically OVﬂry/citlzon was a foe;
and. ovory. houso closed against thcm, yot they hos,tatod not in. undcv~;n
taking this’ dangorous work T i
Our caswualitios, undor such conditions werc’ chrtaln to

¢ £ Q h@aime i
‘and’ a8 a rosult somo of our noblost and bravest soldiors bocailc onco *
“fiore-tho "Folons of our Land" standing in that QMO‘“hgllsh dock as tholr
Fonian Uoiftados of 167 had stood dofying tho powo” opposod to thom,

. {IH6 tcan férpgot tho scono in the Dock as dofiant Rory Campbell of
Boifast anfl gontlo Mary Glonn aftor tho British “Jidge had pronouncod.. .
soritonded of 20. n?d 7 yoars ropoatod tho cry of tho Manghostor Marsyzs - . -
1god Savo Irclanfl! bnd how in tho weoks that followod elmost every one-
“of thogo hundrod prisonors profossod likowiso their contompt of Englagd.
and theit -faith and lovo of Iroland by some such noble sontimont,

oy

G LOrdl how wo -felt in thogo days as thoso b:afo noblo soldiorsg - %o|h~
~mon .and Wwomon - passod from sock to prison col boaring sontoncos of .-
“:from 10 t020 yoars, Vo folt an inward glow of prido that.Ireland had
‘givon us such noblo succossorg to tho Fenians, Tom Clarke and oll who

7 camo - aftor thom, and weo folt a torriblo hato fur tho cowardly powor
that sont thom to their dungoons to rots Sl

Sinco thon two of that noblo band - Jamos McCormick and Pcotor e
Barnos gavo thoir 1livos on tho scaffold whilst two others,,Joo Malono .

* and Terry Porry diod in prison as a rosult of prison troatmonuo Ene

e Thore arc still ono hundrod of thoso brave mon and:womon ,mQWi_oqod
in England’s dungcons, far from. horio ‘and frionds, Rory Campbell, .
Bolfast, and Mary Glonn, Paddy Ploming and Mick Forguson from the Southj,l'
arc-typical roprosontat1VOs of that noblc band of our Fclons who ronrOnls
sont Froo -Ropublican Iroland of Thlrtyntwo Gountiog in- the gaols in
England. o it
: Wo must not for a momont forgot our 1mprusonub comﬁadose Let up{'w
+by all tho moans in our powor work for their roloasd and, the relcasc, a-f
all our prisonors in Iroland and Englard who boliovo. 1nrand sook to .
onthrono tho Ropublic proclabnod by Poarso qnd fauifiod by tho frao
votos of tho Irish Pooplo 'in 1919. 7
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Mo Ropublicans cannot bo boaton for tho Gauso wo sorvo onshrinos
the soul of. Troland." Austin stacko




