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CIAPTIVB VO[CIBM
The Captioe VoicelAn Gl6,r
Ga./fa is a quarterly magazine
written in its entirety by lrish
Republican POWs currently
being held in [reland, Engbnd,
Europe and the US. It is Dub-
lished by Sinn Fdin's iOW
Deparhnent.

Irish republicans have
always recognised that resis-
tance to Blitish misrule does
not end upon their arlest. The
battles to be foutht and th€
tactics to be employed mtay
change but the enemy Emain:
the same. [n the woids of our
comrade Bobby Sands:

"Thz jails a/e erlgineered to
caush tha Wlitical identit! of the
captureil republican pisoner, to
crush *is/het resistdnce dnd
tran,form him/her into a sys-
temised ansuetiflg-fiachine
wilh a large crininal tas
stamped by oppteisiofi upo;
hb/h"r back, to be dulv released
on lo the street, politicallv cured

- politically bane - ;nd per
manently brckflt in spiit . '

The establishment of this
iailjournal is a tribute not only
to our families. friends ani
comrades, whose strength and
support have been inspira-
tronai to us all, but also is a

clear recognition that we are
what we are - political pds-
oners, unbroken in our deep-
rooled desire for freedom.

The Captiae Voice allords
us a platform and an opporhr-
nity to present in print our
views on those topics and
issues which aflect daily life
both inside and outside ofitre
jails. The magazine contains
political analyses of current
national and international
affairs, culture, short stories,
Poetry and the latest uPdates
on prison-r€lated campaiBns
and issues. Satire and humour
can also be found within the
special features, catoons and
artwork illustrations.

We have been pleased and
greatly encouraged by the
respons€ lo the magazine. It is
hoped lhat th€ sharing of our
feel ings and expeiiences
through the pages o(, Grd,
Gafa will be both beneficial
and enioyable for all ou! read-
ers.

We are determined that
oLlr message and our cap-
tive voice shall be heard by
many.

- The Irish Republican
Prisoners of War. !

Make sure that you 'hear' The Captioe yoice each quarter
by taking out a subscription.

Address

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES/MONEY ORDERS
PAYABLE TO AN GLOR GAFA

o! 44 Pamell Square
Dublin.
Tel:8727096

USA&CANADA
Readers in the USA & Canada can now obtain The Cqpthre
VoicelAn Gl6r Gafa diect from the lrish Norther; Aid
Committee in New York. price 95 each; four-issue sub_
scription $20. Send details toi An cl6r Gafa, clo INAC
National Office, 4951 Broadway, New yoik 10034. Tel:
(2121 567-0707 -
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TWENTY YEARS AGO this autumn the historic blanket protest began in the H-Blocks when a young

republican POW refused to don a convict's uniform or be branded a criminal. His action and those ofthe
POWs who followed.him, changed the course of the republican struggle and indeed Irish history.
In these pages Ned Flynn describes the birth of that protest. It took fiye long years of struggle against

British brutality and barbarism, and the deaths of ten comrades in 1981, before the blanketmen defeated

the criminalisation strategy. Even then, the jail struggle was not over, but continued in a variety of
resourceful and imaginative ways to create the present conditions in the H-Blocks: de facto political
status and a communal way of life which provides a solid foundation for personal and political
development.
The signlficance of that long jail struggle becomes apparent when we consider the actions of the British
governnient with regard to the yictimisation of our POWs in England and in particular the appalling
tr€atment of Patrick Kelly. This is also outlined in these pages in an article by Gerard Mackin. In
addition our women comrades have had to endure the brunt of many vindictive policies over the years.

Therefore the present conditions in the H-Blocks are not a result of the British government suddenly
deciding to treat POWs justly and humanely. Rather it was the strength and resilience of the jail struggle
that forced a change of policy,
There are clear lessons here for the overall republican struggle. One is that ordinary people have the
resources within themselves to overcome the might of Britain and its obstacles to self-determination.
Another lesson is that Britain will never give us our rights; we must take them, as the blanketmen took
theirs.
The present phase of our struggle is focused on building a peace process, a mechanism for achieving
human, democratic and national rights. Yet this does not mean that the struggle is less intense. These

rights will not be achieved over friendly chats with British government ministers where the5qpuddenly
recognise their responsibilities with regard to resolving the conflict in Ireland. Britain's response over the
last two years has been to thwart peace negotiations at every turn, using every trick in their considerable

tome of tricks: word-games, the denial of Sinn F6in's democratic mandate, the cynical use of the Orange
card, the manipulation of the electoral system and of course that old favourite, the RUC baton charge on

peaceful demonstrators. Therefore Sinn F6in's peace initiative is still an integral part of struggle,
requiring us to utilise the full potential of the movement in resourceful and imaginative ways, from
organisations' work and international diplomatic missions to street demonstrations and the radical
theatre of the Phoenix Drama Group.
The success of the May elections for Sinn F6in underlined the effectiveness of this struggle. The British
government introduced an unwanted and unnecessary election to delay peace negotiations; 1161377 voters
turned this ploy into a stunning victory for Sinn F6in and a boost to the peace process. Elections are hard
work at the best of times and the hundreds of Sinn F6in election workers are to be commended for their
tireless commitment. They have shown that whatever self-serving tactics Britain might devise, the
resourcefulness of the republican struggle will force them back to the drawing board - until eventually

they will no longer be able to hide from real and meaningful negotiations.

The next few years will continue to be a struggle. There may be setbacks and there certainly will IJe

British obstacles to progress, No one will hand us peace, justice and democracy on a plate, But if enough

people do the political work, join the campaigns, perform all the various aspects of struggle with courage,

resiliencg and imagination, ihen we will surely achieye our demands.



Ned Flynny'om Andersonstown in West Belfasr x.rts I9 ..;.;,s 
c,.i age in 1976

when he was sentenced and became the second nnn to et:;r, :),€ iiistoric blanket
protest in the H-Blocks. As we conxmenrcrate the )tlit ,;rltn ersart of
the beginning of that campaign, he reflects on hott. rl-j€ !i.L-,!est stctrted.

Birth of

)

rhe
blqnket
protest
n.t WENTY YEARS. AGO.

I Brirain s three pronsed srategy
I ro break the republican srruggte

was in full swing, ie Normalisation,
Ulsterisation and Criminali.ation.
Normalisation involved the British
government portraying the conflict to
the international community as one
which was well under control, with a

degree of normality now eyident.
Ulsterisation involved the Six-County
sectarian militias of the RUC and UDR
taking primary control of security, with
the British army now playing a

secondary back-up role. Criminalisation
was a media orientated policy, overseen
by NIO officials, which portrayed the
republican struggle as acts of clinrinals,
with terms such as mafia-type gangsters,

godfathers, racketeers and drug barons
being circulated daily by the media.

Furthcrmorc, thc stl ugglc was
rcprcscntcd as scctarian, and this portrayal
was fucllcd by Uritish military intclligcncc,
who olganiscd k)yalist dcath squads and
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cvcn rccruitcd a Militaly Rcaction Forcc
(MRF) wilhin the nationalist community,
mcrccnalics who wcrc ordcrcd 1() cally out
attacks on nationalists and attributc thcnr 1()

loyalists. Tu rcinli,rt.. cf inrinali\:rtion llritrin
dcclarcd thal any rcpublican pr-isoncr'

captured altcr I Malch 1976 would bc
classificd as a criminal ralher than a pOW
and as such would bc lrcated accordingly.

To cnhancc lhc succcss ol-lhcir threc-
prongcd stralegy thc British govcrnmcnt sct
up a convcyor belt systcnl lo rcmovc
Polilrcal onf'on! nr( tnJ cuntmunity aativist.
flom thc strcets. It was a quasi lcgal
altcmalive to thc usc oi inlemmenl without
trial which was cnded in Dcccmber 1975 duc
10 jntcmational and human righls prossutc.
Th. uonvclur bclt systcm hL.!an in
Casllcreagh RUC Intcnogation Contrc.
whcrc pcoplc pcrccivcd as a thrcitt to thc
statc wcrc torturcd to cxtract a lalsc
conlcssion. This was latcr conlirnrcd 1{)

Amncsty Inlornaliontl by nonc othcr than
thc rcsidcnt physjcian I)r In"in. Alicr a k)ng
pcriod on rcmrnd thc viirtim was thcn
broughl bclble a l)iplock nonjury court,
whcrc a singlc judgc appointcd by thc
BIilish 6 vr.r'nminL q, LIJ hl,jr.lntl) rrjr
lh( nr,idi(al c!'rd(n(( ol' t,,nur',. ;nJ r:unvrer
on thc word oI thc RLC inrcrrogator. Thc
cnd rcsult was thc \ icrim brin-s djspatchcd to
tho II lllocks ol_ Long Kdih t() sclvc oul his
scntcncc.

Likc so nrany oLhcr \oung mcn and

An Gl.5r Gafa, Summer 1996
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T'r,ras taken lo rhc punishm.nt block

I uithin rhc ciinrp whcrc I wac chargL'd
I and scntr'nccd to l4 dal\ Io\s ol
remission, l4.days loss oi plivilcgcs and
thrcc days solitary conliocmcnt, which was a
bit ironic sincc I had bccn in solitary
contincnent sincc I entercd the blocks and
would remain so tbr the rest of my sentcnce.
The real rcason lor my move to thc
punishment block bccame appalcnt whcn a
number of screws camc into my cell and
gavc mc a beating.

All I could do was cull up into a ball and
w{il until it was ovcr. Undoubtcdly this was
onc ol-lhc lowcsl points ol my timc in jnil; I
was on rly own. isolated from nly ltmily,
llicnds and conrrtdcs irnd thc scrcws took

An Cl6r Gafa, Sufimer 1995

grcat delight in inlbrming me that much oi
the samc and morc was to comc.

From what scemcd like an eternity of
complctc isolation, but which in eltect was
only about thrcc weeks. I was moved to A
and B wing Hl, whcrc six of my comrades,
scntenccd a ltw days belorehand, joined
Kieran Nugent and myself on what was now
called thc blanket protest. At'ter my ordeal
over the previo;s three weeks or so I can
only describc the joy of hcaring a fiicndly
voice as akin to somcbody givinS mc a
million dollam. Sadly the luxury oI spcnding
time with nly comradcs, evcn if the
convcrsaticin was conductcd between walls,
was sholt lived. Two days later I was on thc
move again.

The NIO was obviously desperate to
l'mgmcnt our unity fiom the inception of the
blanket protcst and they thought this was
best donc by singling out thc youngcr
members of thc protest for spcoialised
trcaln1ent in order that thc blanket protest
wuuld crun)hlc. Tlur..lbrc mys.lt. KiL.ran
Nugcnt and Paul McEnarney, all undcr 21,
wcrc nlovod to II2, n1c to I) wing, Paul to C
lnd Kicrln to B. Once again thc
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women who entercd thc jail system in 1976 I
was incapablc of articulating Britain's
clcvet.ly-designcd stlategy but, as timc
would tell, the contriburion of the men in the
H Blocks and thc women in Almagh Jail
was to prove crucial in turning Britain's
three-pronged strategy on its head and
reviving republican morale within the
nationalist Six Counties. However, thc cost
in tcmls o[ sacrillce was high indeed.

Clumlin Road Jail in lhe summer of '76
was overflowing duc to the RUC's
systcmatic roundup o[ nationalists. Tho talk
on everyonc's lips, bcside thcir own
impcnding "tdal", was what lay ahead of us
whcn we endcd up in the H-Blcrks ot' tnng
Kcsh. No rcpublican POW incarccrated alter
I Malrh had bccn scntcnccd yet so wc didn't
know how Britain was going to cnlbrce their
c.inrinrlisalion grlicy. Whilc thc l'car of the
unknown wus playing on cveryone's mind
wc wcrc sulc of onc thing: we wcre
Icpublican POWS and irrcspectivc of the
conscqucnccs which Iay ahead thcre was no
\,r'ry wc wclc g()ing to lct the Blitish
govcrnnrcnl dcnlonisc us or our struggle.

In Octohcr I976. thrce weDks alter
Kicrirn Nugcnt, thc li.s! man scnlcnced,
cntcrcd lhc H-BIocks, I was sentenced to
throc ycars inrprisonnlcnt. I lirund myseil in
thc uncnviirblc position ol travelling to the
H B]()cks ol Long Kcsh in a mcat \\'agon"
(ln lrnroulcd lolry) wilh Iivc Io)alist
prisoncrs. Whilc thc loyalisls wcrr ccncralh,
chit chalting amongsl thcmselvcs on the

.journoy up, I wirs ovcrburdcncd wilh thc
\r'n.{ \'i hr'rn! rll rl,'nr. !lr:rnF-J Jf' rn nry
own thoughts. wondorirg what thc
rnrl\'rrJint $cl(.rr.nF IlJ11) hrlJ jor nl(.

On cntcririg A rnd U wing ol HI, which
houscd ordinary crimintls, I told thc scrlws
lh.rr uu\ r),) wu) woulJ I wclr tht'pri;on
unili)mr or conlinn k) prison lulcs bccausc I
wns a rcpublican POW. At this thcy laughcd
and told mc in a thrcutcning manncr (hat l'd
chrogo my nlind vcry shonly.

From that momcnt onward lhc scrcws
u'iod 0v0ry conccivablc nrcthod thc British
govcrnmcnt could conjure up b lry and
dchunranisc us into submitting to thcil
criminalisatidl policy. Thcy movcd mc to C
rnd D wing Hl, which was not in usc. I was
pul into a barc ccll, givcn a blankct 1() covcr
nrysclf and thcn thc sclcws lcfl without
giving mc any lb(xl or a n)attl'css to lic on. I
was in nocd ol a liicndly voicc to givc mD

sonrc rcassutuncc so I gol up 1() the d(Dr and
callod out to Kicran Nugcnt, thinking he'd
bc sonlcwhorc in thcsc lwo wings, but all I
hclrd wils rlry own ccho rcsounding up ind
d{)wn thc c(nlidor. I was on nty own.

Ovcr lhc ncxL nun)hcr ol days thc sclcws
kcl)l rrp thc psychologica) prcssu|c,
ir)linnrirrg lnc xt cv0ry opBnlullity that I was

on my own as Nugent had put the unilbrm
on, but altel a fcw wceks I lbund out he was
in a ccll in A and B wing. As thc days went
by I bcgan to lose all track of time as wcll as

wcight bccause thcy worc just giving me thc
bare minimum to kccp nrc going. Howevor,
when thcy saw that this and the isolation was
havint noelli'rt th(y siril.hcd tucrrcs.
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administration was hoping that
isolation from our comrades would
sap our will to continue the blankot
protest and that us breaking would
have a domino ellbct on the rest of
our comrades.

Isolation was only one part of
lheir strategy. Inhumane and
degrading treatment as well as

mental and physical torture were all
methods designed to cause the
collapse of the protest. Initially what
little food they gave us was brought
to the ccll by ordinary criminals, but
after a week or so they said if I
wanted to be fed I had to l€avs the
cell naked and go to get it. On ono
side of the wing therc were ordinary
criminals, on the other sido thc cells
were all empty except for the one I
occupied, so in order to get my food
I had 10 go naled into a canteen full
of men. The screws look great
pleasure in making lewd remarks
about certain parts of my anatomy
and they encouraged the criminals to
do likewise. At every available
opportunity they paraded us like
cattle. For examplc, every fortnight
they forced us to go out to the circle
(the contral area of the bl<rck) naked
so that the doctor could examine us

and declare us fit to be punishcd.
Picturc the sccne: on a freezing
December morning a naked
blanketman forced to stand for 30
minutes in front of 70 criminals and

numerous screws; he is blue with
cold and shivering from hcad 1o fool
yet this so-callod mcmbcr of the
mcdical profession declares him fit
for anything. The NIO would go to
any lengths in order lo try and
degradc us into capitulating and

acccpting their criminal status. For
examplc, they lold us wo would be

deprivcd of going to mass unless we
went naked or woro the prison
uniform and so it was, that ralher
than miss the sacramcnls, wc wont
to Mass nakcd on a Sunday.

As wcll as thc humiliating and

degrading trcatment wc also had to
contcnd with thc physical abuse

and thc constant threat of it which
was worsc that tho actual bcatings.
One sc|cw in panicular was givcn
a liEe hand to do as he wished to
thc blanketmen and no one was

left unscathed. Any young lad
coming onto tho blankct was put
through a gruesome ordeal. He
was always brought up to H2 at
5pm when all the scrcws were in

the circle and when he declared he
was going on the blanket many of
the screws joined in on stripping
him naked and beating him
sens€less.

The deprivation was all-
encompassi[8. We were locked up
24 hours a day, put irlto a bare cell
at 8.30 that night. We had no
books, radios, tobacco, writing
material, or anything ofthat nature;
a.tl of these things were confiscated
when we went on the blanket. By
Christrnas 1976 I'd been in the H-
Blocks three months and I didn't
even know if the outside world
knew I existed becauso I hadn't
seed aDy of my family as the
screws \rouldn't lct us take visits
unless \*e wore the prison unilbrm.
Our only slatutory entitlement was
being allowed to write a onc-pagc
letier to our lamilies every month
and in retum wc wcre allowcd to
gel one back, but when I had my
first visit l8 months later my
family told me they had rcceivcd
oothing, It later emerged that the
screws ripped our letters up and
held back mail from us to givc us

the impaession that we wero
forgotten.

Christmas I976 was a very
bleak period for the blankctmcn,
but through all thc trials and
tribulations we persevcrcd. Our
resolve to emain stcadt'ast to our
principles and ideals as republican
POWs was far greater than thc
resolve of the Baitish govcrnmcnt
to break us.

The blanket prolcst continucd
for another five years, cscalating
into a no-wash protcst and
culminating in thc l98l Hungcr
Strike. By rhaL sragc Ilritain's
criminalisation stratcgy and indccd
ils intcmational rcputation lay in
ta(crs. Thc Rcpublican Movcmcnl
was rcsurgcnl, providing a solid
loundation l-or thc I-urthcr
devclopmcnt of thc strugglc and
culminating in thc prcscnt pcacc
proccss. As lbr conditions in thc H-
Blocks. mindiul ol thc sacriliccs
endurcd durinS our jail campaigns,
I write this articlc 20 ycam on in an

environment whcrc wc havc dc
facto rccognition as POWS and
wherc wc havc crc tcd thc
opportunitics li)r pcrsonal and
collcctivc dcvclopmcnt hcyond
anylhing wc inragincd grssihlc in
t97 6.
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Kieran Nugent give the clenched fist salute at an anti H Block
Rally in support ot the blanket proleslers
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ECLIPSES, FTUFFY FTOORS
AND CINDY CRAWFORD

I\ EVOLUTIONARY dodrines teach us never to accept arything So now Craig has the softest, fluffiest cell Iloor in the H-Btocks, just

ftf at face value. but ro always question the point in case. like his own soft and fluffy natue. Just as well really, 'cos it didn't hurt

l\ Howerer. there are some queslions which just defy an answer. so much when Bik bounced him offthe aforementioned floor.

For example, our two comrades Brogie and Fra Roon€y were sitting

somewhat stuck for conversation when Fra says: "l see there's going to T RISH-LANGUAGE CLASSES have always been popular with
be ar eclipse tonight Brogie." To which Brogie replies: "ls tlat right? I republican POWS, right back to Frongoch Internment Camp inwhere?" 

;t"i:';'#J,H:#ilfrtiffjif;'f:J,TJff'i:1}iliffiI;
ffl HEY SAY that you can tell a lot from the way a man ke€ps his beaches and turf fires, (but we're working on that). Of course not

! cell. For example, the cell covered in haf-an-inch of sawdust everyone is yet fluent, but there's no elitism in Long Kesh - our

I and tirrered with lumps of soft mahogany obviously indicates golden rule is that old proverb: "Is fearr an Ghaeilge bhriste nd an

someone with creative hands. Anofter cell might be liberally decorated Bearla cliste" (broken Irish is better than clever English). So every

with dogged-eared books and hatf-wdtten articles, presumably the POW js encouraged to use what phrases he has, lhhgs like "Cad e mar

abode of a political activist. If there is a pile of dirty dishes under the at tf?" Oow ar€ you?) If in doubt they can always ask: 'Cad 6 mar a

bed, then it's the cell of one of our residelt philosophers - too lost in , deart6...''! (how do you say...?) and their more fluent comrades will
metaphysics to clean up after themselves. Some cells have posters of assist.

Che Guevam, others of Cindy Crawford - and some have both, which One man who is doing rcally well at his wing's lrish class is Noel

is a little worrying... : Healy. Indeed it may not be long before he's ready to move to the

And then there's Craig Bannon, a big cuddly Fermanagh lad who so Gaeltacht wing. The only problem is that, although normally a modest

far has def,ed labelling under all the normal categories. But perhaps a sort of chap, Noel's erthusiasm for his native la[guage seems to have

recent incident might shed some light on his true character. One gone to his head. He's a bit like those mild-mannered people who tum

evening, as dusk began to fall and Craig came to life (there may be into ma[iacs when they get behind the wheet of a car. [n Noel's case he

some Transylvanian blood in him) he approached Bik McFarlane and becomes a little supercilious in his lrish class.

asked for a drop of l-enor (you know' the fabric conditioner stuff). Bik Not so long ago Mada Moore asked the class: 'Cad € mar a deadd-
has the washing-machine brief at present, and an admirable job he is " Before he got finishing the sentence, Noel interrupted excitedly:
dong too with his own inimitable efficiency. But the wing supply of "Wait, wait, I know this one, don'l tell mc..." he screwed up his face in
I-enor is precious stuff ard only to be used for visiting clothes. So he agonised thought and glanced around the cell for inspiration before his

regards Craig suspiciously for a moment but the big brown eyes finally face lit up and he blurted out: "That means, 'how's your sister'!" He

get to him. He takes the lrnor out of the secret wall cavity and hards beamed at his fellow pupils with obvious pdde in his knowledge of
across the liquid gold, extracthg a promise from Craig that he will only lrish. Mada paused for a momelt, unsure of ho,x to deal with this
use a few drop,s. situation tactfully. In gentle tones he explained: "Noel, the lrish for

Five minutes latcr and Bil happens to stroll past Craig's cell where

the big lad is menity mopping his flmr.
"Finished washing your clothes already?" enquires Bik with his

usual bonhomie.
"Clothcs?"
"You know, with the IJnor."
"Ach naw, naw Bik," says Craig in his distinctive Lisnaskea drawl.

"Sure that was for me floor." And he gazes innocently at tho mop

bucket.

sister is'deirfir.ir'."

By Red Spider I

A p p rq,n 
["r.g".g.s Kesh r

I stood and watched him hit the nail,

Each strike as precise as a marksman's shot.

Crack came the hammer blow, another securc job

Stands bn its own.

He'd take my hand in his, his rough leathered skin

All but cut my Pureness.
Guiding my trembling fingem with nail between,

He'd drum, drum, drum on hollow board.

On hearing changing note he'd nod, I'd drive the nait home

To hidden mfter, I'd smile he'd say: 'Cany on now."

I'd never master that sound. Him like a harpist
Tuning fine strings with every note.

His ear caught every differing knock
While I stood ddviog nails in air, stumbling at escaping

Timber within.
But now his thumb-nail remains blackened,

His fingers tremble as holding a delf cup hardens his
resolve.
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Life in qn
English Jqil

An Gl6t Gala, Summer 1996

J\ y fal the bigpesr
H. oloblem lbr all POWS in
-1,) ;"y iait is tryins ro
maintain some sort of contact
with their tamilics and liiends.
This problem is compounded a

hundred tbld in England. All
visitols, even closc relatives,
have to wait anywhere between
three and nine months b€lbre the
Home Office will grant them
security clearancc to visit the
POW. Prior to such clearance a

closed visit (ie no physical
contact) may be arranged at the

discrction oI the pfison govcrnor.
However the inhuman conditions
undcr which such visits are
conducted, with the POW never
able to touch or hug his loved
ones, mcans that POWS generally
refuse these visits, Often evcn
close relatives will be ref'uscd
scculity clcarance and thus visits
with them will bc impossible.
Whcn olcarance docs' finally
como through that is the start oI
morc ploblems.

Sjnce mosl ol the jails in
which POWS are kept in England
are oul in the country and olf the

bcatcn tlack, journeys to them
fiom Ircland arc not only Iong
but are complicatcd by many
changes oI transport on the way.
This adds to the problems ol'
journey time and cost. As a result

most POWS only reccivc visits
twico or Iess each year-. Visitors
also havc to run the gauntlet of
security chccks at port ol airport
terminals; olten bcing stopped,
questioned, alrested, threatened.
They also sullbr the constant
threat of deportation undel the
PTA, whereby they know they
will never be able to visit their
loved ones in England aBain.
Once thcy reach thejail they may
be faced with petty indignities
and the bigotry of the screws.
They may find the visit
dislupled, cut short ol cven
cancelled due to the
vindictivenes s of the prison
regime. Worse still they may find
that the POW has just been
"ghostcd" hundreds ol miles
away to anothel jail without thcir
being informed. In such cases

often all thcy can do is return
home without the visit.

Visits themselves arc never
pdvate but are under thc constant

cye of sclews and cameras as

well as oftcn bcing rccorded.
Physical contact is also curtailod
between visitors and POWS. As a

result visits arc olten conduclgd
under conditions of extreme
tension, which is further
compounded by the fact that the

visitors know they have to make

the same long journey home,

facing the harassmcnt and
intimidatio[ again and the debts
which have been accnred to pay
lbr thejoumcy.

Since the ceasc-fir e was
announced n August 1994 Irish
POWs in Englirih jails have
witncsscd a ma*ed dclcfioration
in condiaions. particularly in
relation to visits. Altcr thc
Whitcmoor escapc in Scptcmbcr
1994 closed fa ily and lcgal
visits wcre lorced on lhc
prisone$ involvcd. Then in June

1995 thcse closed visits wcrc
cxtended to covcr all POWs
being held in what arc called
Spccial Sccure Units (SSUs) at

Whitcnoor and Bclmalsh. Thc
POWs have'rcfuscd to acccpt
these conditions and as a rcsult
Dlany ha_ve not had a visit 1br thc
past 18 months.

OtTicially, contact be!ween
piisoners and their lamilics is

encouragod by thc Brilish
government. Britain has also
adopted the Ferrers Report
( 1992) and the Europcan

Convention on the Transfer of
Prisoners (1983), both of which
advocate the placing of prisoners

io jails (and in countries) closer
to their families, However, the
British havc continually placed
baJriers in'the way oI republican
POWS to prevent them being
movcd to jails in Ireland close to
thcir lamilics. Anyone who has

been lransferred to Ireland to
datc has only achieved that
transltr through thc prcssure of
lcgal or protcsl action. Despite
thc pcace proccss and lhe
ratification of the European
Convention by the 26-County
governmcnl last summel, not one

rcpublican POW has been
rDpalriatod k) thc 26 Countics to
datc (Fcbruary 1996). About a

dozcn POWS also remain in
Brilain bccausc thcy havc bccn
refuscd lransllrs to the north.
Among thcsc ar(j thc livo Irish
prisoncrs currently hcld under
appalling conditions (22 hour
lock up, closed legal and lamily
visits) in llclmarsh jail, London.

\,-. I \
t

i

ON ARRMNG at the Kesh in August 1995, I was expecting
the familiar set up as is found in every jail in England - come
through reception, strip search, get your towel, sheets, cup,
knife and fork and be shown to whichever cell the screws
decide to put you in for the duration of your stay. Often you
will find yourself to be thg only republican prisoner in the jail
and while many of the ordinary English prisoners will be

supiortive, at the end of the day you can only depend on
yourselfin the constant battle to survive. However, this was not
to be the case in Long Kesh. I was totally taken aback by the
surroundings and the wal:m atmosphere created by the lads here
in the Blocks. Besides the conditions, the fact that we are not
isolated from each other makes the Blocks the complete
opposite to conditions under which fellow POWs in English
jails have to endure.
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LIAIV MCCOTTER

They are Liam Mccotter, Liam
O Duibh ir', Danny McNamcr;,
Pctcl Shcrry and Dingus Magee
(who is also on protest).

Whcn it comcs to the issues

oI fanlily illncss or death it
bccomcs cvcn clearcr thal thc
plcvcnlion oI Iinks between
POWS in England and thcil
familics is purt o[ a dclibcrate
and vindiclivc policy placticed
by tho llritish govcrnmcnl. No
lrish POW in England will be

allowcd compassionate parolc to
visit a scriously ill lamil)
member or to attcnd thcil luncral
in the cvcnt of a death. Since rh.
cease-firc both lJrcndan Do$d
(Whitenool) who has scrrcd fl
ycars in jail, and Pa1 Magee (on

tcmporary transIcr lo
Maghabeny) havc bccn rc l uscd

parolc to attcnd thc luncrals ol'
thcir mother and lalhcr
rcs pectively. Thc samc has

happcncd pdor to thc ccase lirc
li)r many othcr POWS in English
jails llam thc 1970s right throuSh

rc the 1990s. No Irish POW in

England will bc glantcd
compassionalc palolc fol any
lcason.

Phoncs have bccn introduccd
lo all English hi8h-risk jails ovcr'

thc past thrcc 1() [our years.
Thcsc arc a grcat boon to Irish
POWs in parlicular who havc
vcry lcw visits. Howcver, thcy
urc highly res triclcd and
rcstr-ict,ons havc incteascd.in thc

plsl yclls. POWs aro only
nllowcd to phonc pcoplc who
hrvc hccn prcviously clcarcd as

visit(r's hy thc Homc Olllcc and

irll such calls urc rccordcd.
l.inr illr lions havc also hccn

LIAM O DUIBHIB

,EIER SHERRY

Fi,iaad on the amount of phonc
c.:rJs rrhich can bc bought which
ii .r.ifticularly disadvantageous lo
PO\\'! phoning the 26 Counties.
ALtrmpts havc also bccn madc to
ljik lhc buying of phonc cards to
nlone\ cirrned lrom doing pdson
\\irli 3nd lo "good bchaviour".
IlesiJcs phone cards. PoWs in
Enrliih i3ils also depend heavily
on thr mail to kcep in contact
\!ith l3mil\'3nd lriends. The
dclu) or "loss' of mail is a

l-avouritc llraLic oI lhc prison
authollties rrr harass PoWs whcn
iL suits.

Onc ol lhc nrr.lo| pr-oblcms
irssocialcd wilh lail in Englancl is

"ghosling". At ahout 6.30am in
thc morning, o1-!cn on thc
morning ol-a visit und \\ilh no
prior warning, il prisoncr's ucll
durr will bc opcncd and hc \,"ill
hc told he has tcn minulos Lo gct

rcady, hc is on thc move. Hc will
not bc told whcrc hc is going
until hc arrivcs at thc ncxt jail
scvcral hundrcd milcs away.

DANNY McNAMEE

.DINGUS' I\,IAGEE

Neithcr will his family be
informed wherc he is going, even

should they arrivc at the prison
gate lor a visit. He will bg strip
scarched and told to weal prison
unitbrm. POWS tend to ret'use

the prison ncar and tnvcl nakcd

and handculicd in the cubiclc of
the armouled lorry or "horse
box" as it is known. Thc journcy
ol'tcn lasts l'rcm sevcn o'clock in
the morning until live in thc
evening with maybe a stop-off in
the punishment block of some

iail whilc thc scrcws gct their
lunch. In this hlock thc nakcd.
POW may be subjcctcd to lirunls
or hrrassfi(:nt llon1 the local
scr'cws. Thc pdsolrcr will not bc

allowcd to bdng any bclongings
with him. Thcsc will a[ivc along
vith phonc cards and any moncy
hc has in thc shop a month or so

latcr. As a rcsult ghostcd POWS

will have to borrow clothcs,
phonQ cards and so on l-[om othcr
prisoners. Oftcn a lot of his
belongings nevcr affived, having

An Gl6r Gafa, Summer 1996

Longestserving

POWs

EDDIE BUTLER,
(Full Sutton)
Limerick, was 26 when
arrested in 1975

IIUGH DOIIERTY,
(Full Sutton)
Dooegal, was 25 when
arrostcd in 1975

VINCENT DONNELLY,
(Frankland)

Tyrcne, was 35 when
arrcstcd in 1976

BRENDAN DOWD,
(Whitemoor)
Kerry, was 28 when anested
in 1975 '

JOE O'CONNELL,
(Full Sutton)

Clarc, was 24 whcn arrcstcd
in l9?5 (Full Sutton)

IIARRY DUGG
(Frankland)

Clarc, was 23 whcn arrcstcd

in 1975
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PAUL NORNEY,
(Maghab€rry)
Bolfast, was 17 when

arrestcd in 1975
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Volunteer Frank Stagg commemoration outside Belmarsh 1996

becn "lost". Delays in moncy
alriving also prcvcnt POWS liom
buying stamps and phone cards:

the main mcthods fbr keeping in

touch with llmilies.
Ghosting has a very

unscttling clltct on long tcrm
POWs and their lamilics and is,

uscd as a punishment to disrupt
friendship ci.cles, routincs,
education or planncd visits. It's
akin, on a grander scale, to the

way red-book POWS in thc Kcsh

wcro moved around from block
to blcrck on a rcgular basis.

Lite in jail in England is
much diftbrcnt fiom litb in jail in
l,ong Kesh at the present time.
It's much morc akin lo the lilm
velsion ol what litc jn jail is likc.
Rcpublicans thcrc find
themselves in jails with fcw or
even no othcr rcpublicans. In a

jail of 800 thcrc may bc only hall'
a dozen at thc most. I)uc to the

stand of the first republican

POWS in thc t970s and sin.r.
most ordinary English prison.r!
respect rcpublican POWs an,j
many build up fricndships anJ

show solidarity with lhcm.
Howcvcl, jail culture jn EnglanJ

is much dillcrcnt tl'onl helc. L)nJ

of thc biggcst problems in
English jails is the drrgs prohlenl

and thc olhcr problcms \rhi.h
this spnwns. Most ordinar)
prisoncls in England arc on dru-ci

oI onc form or another. Tha

tating of hard drugs such as

heroin and crack is widespread.
\Iost of the violence among
prisoners in English j ails
(stabbings, beatings etcetera)
occurs as a result of drugs:
inability 1o pay drug debts,
diflerenr sellers impinging on
othcrs leffitories and so on. Thc
same could bc said tbr most o[
the thcli among prisoners which ,
is an everyday occurrcncc as

addicts try to gct valuablcs to
exchange lbr drugs.

Prisoners do come togcther in
solidarity 10 protest at conditions
in the jails in England and lrish
POWs will usually bc to thc li)rc

in such protcsts. As a lcsull ol-

sich actions Irish Pows hrvc
carncd a lo1 ol- rcspcct ovcr lhc
years liom other pdsoncrs in lhc

high-sccurity jails. Pr()tcsts (xicur

rcgularly and Irish POWS hrvo
bcen through thc Iol k) hring
about bcttcr conditions. S()nrc

havc cxpr:ricnccd yc rs livirlg. in

punishmont blocks in solitlry
conlincmcnt, bcing dcnicd v isits

and suffcring hcutings ill lhc
hands ol-scrcws. ()vcr lhc ycirrs

protosts in which Ir ish I'OWs
hnvc hccn inv()lvcd hav(r oll(:n
bccn linkod 1() gcncrxl prison

.-3
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conditions allecting all prisoncrs

within thc jail, ic fbod, visiting
facilities and so on. However,
Irish POWS have also been
involved in protests which have

specifically aflectcd the m, in
particular over tile issue ol
transfer. Two POWS, Michael
Gaughan and Frank Stagg, dicd
whilc on hunger strike over this
issue during the I970s.

As we write this articlc Paul
Dlngus Magee is now on Blanket
protest in Belmarsh Jail, l,ondon.
Dingus, like four other Irish
prisoners, Liam Mccotter, Liam
0 Duibhir, Peter Sherry and
Danny McNamee, has been
without visits fbr the past year
a,]d a half. Pat Kelly and Mick
O'Br-icn werc moved out of the

spccial secure unit at Whitemoor
afier a prolonged protest againsl
conditions. Due to tireless
campaigning and massive
international pressure, Pat has

now been transt!rred to
Portlaoiso Prison. However hc is

dying of cancer at least in some
part due to ncglect while in
prison in England. Along with
this. ten POWS are now into their
2l st year of imprisonment in
England.

As I wrote at the start of this
article things havc very much
changcd since I arrivcd hcre in
Long Kesh. Wc can receive
lamily visits each week and
phone home 2,1 hours a day il
required. This means a lot tbr our
lhmilies. The children can come

to visit each week, smiling and
laughing, telling fathers of
everyday things like how school
is going. It may not seem like
much but if you are one of the
families who had or have a

relalive in an English jail it
means a lot. Our thoughts are
u ilh the POWS in England and

fteir lamilies who tace torment
and torture now as we speak.

By Geny Mackin,
Long Kesh I

An Gl6r Gafa, Summer 1996

PAIRIC Mac FHLOINNMIOK O'BRIEN

PAT MAGEE

Speciol Secure Units (SSUs)
FROM 20 June 1995 the Brirish
Home Secretary \Ii.hael
Howard introduced clo,red r isirs

for all l3 High-Risk Categorl'
"A" prisoners. eight of r,. honr
were Irish, held in the Special
Secure Uni ts tSSLsr at
Whitemoor and Belniarsh. This
move was the latest in a .eries of
draconian measures against Irish
prisoners in En.ql is h jails
introduced in the wake of the
IRA cessation in August 1991. Closed visits are the latest

step in the policy of aggression asainst the prisoners and
their families. The Irish prisoners refuse to cooperate with
the new visits regime and thus have no contact with their
families. Within the SSUs a restricted regime of
association with other prisons rvas introduced along with
forced prison work. Access to gym, library, education,
training facilities and religious services has been denied.

Exercise has been limited to one hour per day in a small
caged area. The prisoners are subjected to regular cell and

strip-searching. Each SSU contains approxirnately six to
seven prisoners confined in a small space year in year out
and watched at all times by cameras and 12 screws. The
atmosphere is thus very claustrophobic. Prisoners never
leave the SSU except to avail of the hour's exercise. Since

they refuse to engage in forced prison work ali Irish
prisoners are on 23-hour lock up in their cells.

JOE McKENNY
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TA SE thar a bheith tdbhachtach in achan ghn6 den streachailt

go mbeadh gniomhaithe, biodh siad pobalcht{nach n6 nach

mbiodh, iontach eolach ar an hathraithe a thdinig ar chrl$ai an

tsaoil agus a thugann d6is ddinn dul chun cinn a dheanamh. k
linn 20 btiana de streachailt san Blocanna-H bhain cimi
poblachtdnacha tairbhe as d6iseanna f6irsteanacha go rialta,
agus b'amhlaidh an sc6al nuair a cuireadh ar bun Gaeltacht na

Fuiseoige i Sciathdn C, H6, ar 29 Bealtaine 1995.

g an ph6inte sin bhf sos

chogaidh 6glaigh na
hEireann chdir a bheith

bliain d'aois, agus mar a bhiothas

ag sfil thil lion na gcimi ar
choimdad, a bhi lonnaithe i
Sciath6n C agus D i H6, 6 80 go

dti thart fi 28 tbar. Sa chuid eile

den champa bhi, ar a laghad,
ceathrar cimi dibailte suas ar
achan sciathdn, rud a chur ribe ar
achan duine! Mar sin tharla go

raihh na cillini fblamha i H6 mar

fhreagra don chut thar maoil ar
fud an champa uilig, agus

aontaiodh cainteoiri Gaeilge
measartha liofa a bhogadh
isteach.

Nuair a bhi go leor cainteoiri
Gaeilge socraithe i H6 tugadh le

tios go poibli go raibh Gaeltacht

na Fuiseoige ar an tsaol, le sraith

altanna rn A Gl6r Gafa, AP/RN,

Ii agus Nuacht na hEireann. Bhi
[eart leabhair, focl6iri, agus

6iseanna eile de dhith orainn
ionas go mbeadh timpeallacht

fh6irsteanach ann do dhuine ar
bith ar mhaith leo staiddar
eifbachtach a chur isteach ar an

Ghaeilge.
Mar sin scriobh muid chuig

cuid mhdr eagraiochtai ar tud na

hEireann a bhfuil baint acu le cul

chun cinn na Gaeilge agus d'ian
muid cuidri orthu. Taobh istigh
de chipla seachlain thdinig cuid
mh6r ribhair isteach chugainn
agus anois ti leabharlann ar an

sciathAn atd l6n 1e leabhair
Gaeilge, buiochas le tacaiocht 6n
Chultirlann i B€al Fcirste. G16r

na nGael, Conradh na Gaeilge,
Gael Linn. Roinn an Chultiir
Shinn Fdin, An Institiiid
Teangeolaioch t 6ireann, Bord na

Gaeilge, Aras Mhdirtin Ui
Chadhain, Coiscdim, C16 Iar-
Chonnachta, An Gim, Comhar
na Mf inteoir i. Iontaobhas
Ultacht agus go leor
meiinscoileanna i mBial Feirste

agus Ard Mhacha.
Leis arl timpeallacht a Ghaeli

ni ba mh6 luigh muid isteach ar

an sciathiin a mhaisiI le
p6staeiri, picit(irf agu:
comharthai a raibh seant'hocail
Gaeilge scriofa orthu, cosiil l.
"Is fcarr Caeilge bhrisre nd
Bdarla cliste", n6, "Is (arr an

tsl6inte nf an tdinte". srl.
Phdintedil ealaiont6ir oilte n3

Gacltachta, Jimmy N,lcAlis!er.
ciig phictiir ar 'perspex . A:1

ceann is m6, ah lonnaithe ag bun

an sciathiiin, rinneadh le piin!
dubh agus 61 6 agus cuiroann i:
friilte roimh chrich. id lr
mhiinteoirl agus chimi a nii
blocanna eile, a thdiniS ar rhuai
ch'rig Gacltacht na Fuiseoige. Ar
cheann eile t, iomh{ Roibeiirid
Mhic Sandair agus an J}lujscog
agus thios an diita ar bunaiodh

Gaeltacht s'againne.

Roimh i bhfad bhi na
ranganna Gaeilge ag gahhdil ar

aghaidh faoi lrn seoil. Bhiodh an

cliir ama is crua acu siLid a raibh

Ieibh6al an, Fhiiinne Airgid bainle

anach acu, le dh, rang achan 16,

criig 16 sa tseachtaln. \a ir eilc a

bhi ai chaighdeen ni ba airde nii
sin bhiodh rang amhiiin
measartha fada acusan achan

trathn6na aSus cuid mh6r acu

rinneadh iad amuigh fe aimsir
bhre6 mhi Bealtaine, Ifil agus

Linasa. Ar 8 i.n. achan Aoine

bhiodh an ard rang bheo
'ohriomhar ar siUl sa chillln m6r.

Chiidaigh muid a ldn dbhar
:uimirila ins na diosp6ireachtai
cianna. cosfil le lbrbairti a bhain
leis an phr6iseas sioch6na,
imeachtai sa Ghaeltacht, cirsal a

bhain leis an teanga, an saol ar na

hoiledin amach 6 ch6sta na

hEireann, an tjmpeallacht, an

lucht taistil.
Taobh amuigh den teanga,

rharla gurbh i an Ghaeltacht croi
ldr imeachtai cultirtha d'achan
saghas. Trathn6ntai Aoine ghlac

Bik McFarlane rang
amhrdnaiocha a chuig tiid sraith

amhr6in as an leabhrin Aboir
Anhrtiitt. Bhi an cleachtadh sco

ina chuiditi mh6r don
tluaimniocht - siocair go raibh
an oiread sin ceolt6iri i l6thair.
cuirim i gcds Tarlach 6
Conghailigh agus Caoimhin 6
Cosgraigh ar an fhead6g stdin,

Aonr6n 6 N6ill, Sern 6 oaimhin
agus Conchrir Mac Giolla
Mhuire ar banjo agus maindilin,
Piidraig Mac Giolla Bhui agus

P6l Dubhthaigh ar an ghiotar
agus Bik 6 f€in, nlorbh lhada go

raibh seisiiin bheaga agu s

seisiIin mh6ra mar phairt de

shaol na Gaeltachta.

Bhf ceolchoirm ar d6igh
againn i mi Ifil, nuair a d'fhdg

il
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P6l Mccettigan sldn linn agus

aris nios ddanai i mi na Samhna

nuair a bhi c6isir h6r againn do

shein 6 Daimhin, P6l 6
Dubhtaigh, Micherl Tallon,
liuair i Mac Carthaigh agus

Mdirtin 6 Maolmhuaidh a

tugadh ccad a gcinn d6ibh.
I nli Eanair 1996 chuir muid

an chriad dhriima Gaeilge ar an

ardiin sa Cheis Fhada, bhuol t,
muid ag maiomh gurbh d an
chdad cheann ar scor ar bith! Ba

d an teideal a bhi air nd
"Dtnmharri is Shid", finscdal
groannmhar a bhi ann agus i
bunaithe i dteach taibhairne i
mB6al Feriste sna 1970i. Ba f
Gear6id Mac Aodh an fieastalaf

agus ghlac Peadar 6
Cuinneagdin, Liam Averill,
Collie 6 Dubhrhaigh, Piidlaig
Mac Giolla Bhui, Conchrir Mac

Ciolla Mhuire agus Aont6n 6
Ndill pr{irteanna na gcustaimdiri
6agsila.

Mar is gn6th lc achan dhriima
sa Chcis Fhada rinneadh a l6n

magadh ar an lucht llachana ach

chan loath chomh dona agus a

f'uair na haisteoiri t'6in.

Nuair a thdinig mi Feabhra
aldch, bhi an Ghaeltacht ag

teacht td bhrli mhillteanach. Os

rud 6 gur mhair sos cogaidh na

n6glach ar leadh I7 mi.
mholhaigh muid go mbcadh titim
i lion na gcimi go hiiirithe tir n

bheadh ar choimhiad.,Lr an

drochuair nior tharla a lcithriid de

thairbhe: p16iseas m ali na
gcriir teanna Diplock; reach r-

aiocht smacht[il rialtas na
Breatainc bhcith ann 1-6s: aSus ar

nd6igh, Ionad Ccast6ireacht
Chaisle6n na Riabhach bhcith ag

lejdhmii mar ba ghniith. N4ar

gheall ar sco uilig bhi mcadi i

lion na gcirni, lo ni ba mh6 ni 20

a,s teacht istcach le lin11 an

gheimhridh. Mar gheall al sco

bhi an sciathdn plodaithc agus ni
raibh Gac ilgcoiri eile ribalta
teacht.

Maidil le ditcanna eile ar lud
an champa, anois de thai|bhe gur

cuircadh maitheadh de 507o i
bht'eidhm athuair, chiallaigh sin

gur scoilBadh saor cfpla dosacn

,-imc poblachtdnach agus d'lhdg
iin cipla cillin tolamh ar achan

scialhdn. Mar sin do tapaiodh an

ieis agus thrngthas ar shocrli go

mbogladh an Ghaeltacht iomlan

BOIBEARD Mac SANDAIB

go bloc eile. Thrinig seo i gcrich
nios deireanai ar an 26t Feabhra

ouair a bog muid go Bloc-H8 go

sealadach go ceann cipla
seachtain sular ghlac muid uilig
sealbh ar H5.

TA Gaeltacht na Fuiseoige
lonflailhe anois i Sciathen D, H5,

agus t, sE i bhfad nios buaine, is
scasmhai nd mar a bhi riamh
roimhe. Le cipla Gaeilgeoir fr i
ndiaidh teacht chuici nil dabht ar
bith ni go bhfuil dul chun cinn
millteanach d6anta ag achan flear
ati ag maircachliil sa Ghaeltacht d

thaobh cumas labhr(ha na toalga
dc, ach .so hiirithe.

Ci go bhfuil langanna
tiibhachtach is i an timpeallacht
an rud is riachtanai lc liof'acht na

teanga a bheirh ar do chumas
agat. D6anann muid 6r gcuid
comhrii uilig tri mhcdn na
Gaeilgc. Is cuma mds in iir sui
sna cillini atii muid, ag

spaisteoireacht sa chl6s n6 ag

ithe dr gcuid sa bhialann. Is
ionann atd an scdal maidir le
cruinnithe coiste s'againne lbsta,
a shocraionn imeaohtai uilig an

sciathiin.

lf ddanai rinneadh cinneadh
Ic 'Cumann Gaeilge' a bhunf ar
an Ghaeltacht. D'aontaigh muid
go mbeadh dhd phriomh sprioc
aige. Ar an ch6ad dul sios go
gcinnt6dh sE go ndeant'ai ni ba
mh6 tcaghmhdil agus cumarsiid
le Oaeilgeoiri sna blocanna eilc
taobh istigh den champa seo agus

le cimi polachtiinacha eile i
bpliosfn Machaire Beiri, Port
Laoise, Full Sutton, Belmarsh
agus Whitcmoor.

Ba 6 an dara sprioc nd

leaghmhdil a dhdanamh is an
nearli le eagraiochtai Gaeilgc
dagsrila ar fud na hfircann ionas

go dtiocfadh linn smaointc a
mhalanf agus cuidi6 lena gc6ile

cib6 d6igheanna is 16idir linn.
Bhdimis ag siil lbsta lcis an

bhaint eadrainn agus Roinn an

Chultiir Sinn Fdin a neafli agus

Gaeltacht na Fuiscoigc a shlinri
sa chomhphobal GaeilSe. Bheadh

sco thar a bheith tdbhachtach
diinn ar mhaith leo oibrif ar son

an chomhphobail n6 fif post a

ftdil nuair a sacollai saor muid.
tlheana ldin td ctpla iarchimc ag

obair ar sc€imeanna ati mar

aidhm acu cuidiri le
Gaelscoileanna a bhuni is a

thorbairt i Machaire R6tha agus

ar an tsnith Bhdn.
Anois td ar Ghaeltacht bliain

d'aois agus ti muid i ndiaidh a

ghabhdil i bhfad thar na
spriocanna a chuir muid
romhainn ar tis. De bhri sin t,
muid thar a bheith muinineach go

bhfdsfaidh Gaeltacht na
Fuiseoige r(os l6idre, nl ba mh6
agus go mbeidh sd mar ghnd
thdbhachtach d6r gcultir agus
d6r bhforbairt mar chimi
poblachtrnacha, biodh sin anseo

sa Cheis Fhada nd i gcarcair ar
bith eile in Eirinn n6 thar sriite.

Agus muid ag smaoineamh ar

Roibedrd Mac Sandair a d'6ag 15

bhliana 6 shin ar stailc ocrais,
dianann muid machnamh ar a

chuid scriobhneoircachta agus ar

cE chomh diograiseach is a bhi sd

leis an Ghaeiige a chothi nuair a
bhi s€ ar an phluid. Siocair nach

raibh pinn nd leabhair ag na fir
pluid glaodh na lbcail Gaeilge
timpeall na sciathdn agus
scriobhadh ar na ballai cludaithe
Ie cac, le taobhanna feaddin, taos

fiacaile n6 le boinn bheannaithe.
I-e linn colchoirm ansco ar na

nallaibh blonnadh Frinne Oir ar

Dhaithi Mac Adaimh, tbar a bhi
ar an ag6id pluidc arl t-am
deireanach a bhi s€ istigh. Rinne

Daithi machramh ar a chuid
cuimhneamh ar Roibeiird agus

lcan sd le 6riid ghearr inar
thracht sd ar an dul chuin cinn
suntasach atii d6anta 6 thaobh
athbheochan na Gaeilge sa

champa seo agus sna
comhphobail ar 1ud na hEireann.

Muid ag tarraingt ar mhi an

Mheithimh i nGacltacht na
Fuiseoige te an ihuiseog ag

canadh in ard a cinn sa spdir os

il gcoinn. Thios fuithi sna
c16sanna cluintear idir Chaeilge
bhristc agus liola ii labhairt ag

cimi poblachtiinacha agus iad
amuigh ag spais tcoircacht.
Iadsan a thug eolas an bhcalaigh
diinn ar tis atii 6r spreagadh is ,r
ngr ftrsadh ar l'ad.

Mrs tii speis ag 6inne scriobh

chugainn ar ibhar ar bith tig leo
scriobh chuig Cear6id Mac
Aoidh ag an seoladh a lcanas:

H5, Sciathdn D, Blocanna-H,
An Chcis Fhada, Lios na
gCeanbhach, BT27 5RF.
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LIGHT FLURRY of snow coyered the entire
surface of the open car park. The footprints were
those left by the old man, dancing from one

corner to the next, his arms embracing an imaginary
partsIer. Thinking it best to leaye him to his routine I fixed
my eyes instead on the old woman sitting by the oil drum
fire, whom I approached with deliberate slowness. Flames
fiom the crackling wood lit up her wrinkled face.

"Hi" I said, in[oducing mysell to a glare as icy as the weather.

"I'm Cojo."
"Bring any wood for the t'iro?" Her question as sharp as her

look.
"Aghh, no, no, I didn't see any lying around," I said

apologetically.
"Humph!" She tightened the string that held heroversized coat

together. "Next time you come visiting bring some firewood."
Her lifeless eyes returned to the tlickering flames. I'm sure her
teeth would have chattered, but she had so tbw, I doubtcd they
evercame intoconLact with one another.

My numbed fingers lumbled to extract a can liom my pocket.
"I've got some soup," I said, eventually freeing the can fiom the
grip of the material and holding it out towards her.

"CHICKEN! she snapped.

I jumped a clear step backward, almost losing my gdp on tho
can.

"No, no!" I startunered, my heart pounding. "Sorry. It's not.
It's tomato."

'CHICKEN!" she shouted once more. "He's got soup."
In gliding, swooping movements the old man made his way

along the side of the car park.

"Good evening," he said, taking the can from my still
outstrctched hand.

''Hi?" I replied. He puncturtd the can twice with a Swis( army
knife and rcturncd to his dancing.

"Pass the kettle beside your fbet," she inst[ucted. The

blackened kettlo f'elt f'ull. From by hcr sidc she produced a

saucepan. It too, like the kettle, had a scorched outer rim.
Emptying fio contenls of thc can into it, tbllowcd by the same

amount ofwater she thcn to my amazcmcnt, produccd a g(iddlc
which spanned the top of the oil drum and she placed the soup on
top.

"Do you have a cup?" she scowled.
I felt a tiown cross my own lbrehead. "A cup? No, I don't," I

rcplied timidly.
Rummaging in a bag beside her, she produced ftrcc fbam cups

and handed one to me.
"Always canJ a cup. It's one of the essentials. Any cafe

owner will be glad to give you one or two. He'd rathcr do that

lhan have you ask his prccious customers for any money, Cod

forbid !"

Chicken Lickin
qnd the Windy Dqy

"Just like a bit of blackmail. '

"No! They think i! s blackma:i ii lou ask them to put
something in it."

Nodding my head. I mo!'ed a ::rde closer to the tire, until tllc
licking flames bumt rhe hairs on rie backs of my hands. The soup
had begun to boil. tr{y mourh * a:ered.

With perfect timing rhe ol,j !:-:: :eippearcd and pulled up a

crate beside his companion. He l:::3J lhe pan and poured thrcc
cups of soup. No words \\ ere !;\ {ar L:nri1 he had takcn thrce
quick sips fiom his cup.

"I'll bc thanking you tor lhe :a j: vc,unE man," he said. His
accent was stlange, a hint of D.:t-: I ::aughl. )et with something
of a French air about it. At an) :::i :: ;=! pecuiiar,

"l'm Cojo," I said once mor3 :r -:i .-.J rroman did not seem

to be volunteering an ifltroducliai
"My name is Chicken, ard $i! r. :,.,:rg \lary," he smiled.
"Get out.ofit," she said

into the steam dsing tiom her
cup. An awkward silence lill
between us. In the distance the
last commuters could be heard

making their way home.
"You are new to the strcels.

liiend, I take it?" Chicken
asked.

"Two weeks." I stamped
my feet and wished the hot
soup would make its way
down to my numbed toes.

"Ah,just a rookie then."
His fingerless gloves encircled
the cup which he held to his

lower lip,
"Aye, I lived with my

father until then. That's
when...."

"Whoa, whoa, whoa son,"
he interjccted, placing an

outstrctchcd hand in f'ront ol
my face. "How you come to be

on tho strcets is nobody's
business but your own. We
don't ask personal queslions.

nor do we expect them to be

asked." I lblt my f'acc f1ush.

Chicken, llnishing the last

olhis soup, sharcd wha! was

letl in the pot belween the

thrce of us. TaIing scvcml
butts liom an insidc pockel he

offered me one with

cc

z
s
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outstretched hand, the tips of his fingers brown with nicotine. I
declined.

"You don't smoke?" he asked, passing them on to Mary who
carefully selected one and tried to squeeze it back to its originat
shape.

"No, I've never indulged." Thank God, I thought, as I watched
him light the butt, his head askew to avoid singeing his shaggy

beard.
"Just right, son. Devil's own poison sticks." He exhaled a

mixture of liost and smoke.
"Do you have a bed for the night, son?" Mary asked as she

gathered the empty cups.
"I've a cardboard box. It's stashed two streets away."
"What about blankets?" Chicken asked.
"No I don't have any."
"No blankets? And it ready to snow all oight! Do we have any

spare ones, Mary?"
"No, look, I couldn't take your blankets," I protesied.

"I'll be all dght."
"Nonsense! They're liee."
"Free?"
"Aye, tiee," he said, as Mary handed me a bundle ofold

newspapers. My puzzled thoughts were obviously transparent fbr
they both broke into laughter.

"Newspapers, son," he said. "Warmer than any fleece blanket
and available fr€e, coufiesy of this little happy nation. You'll find
them in bars, bookies and buses. AII the B's just tike bed and
breakt'ast." They both laughed again. "That's a lesson leamt, son,

and another is: never lose your
sense of humour lbr no matter
what they take off you, they
can never ta](e that. Ain't that

so Mary?"
"Aye," she said, resring

folded arms over crossed lcgs.

7Tt he night gor colder
I and Chicken. after

I making several

cups of tea and keeping the
conversation going,
suddenly became quite and

a Iittle sullen. I guessed this
was as good a time as any
to take my leave.

"One mole thing before
you go, son," he said."Be sure

to place your bed in an empty
shop door fiont that isn't
l'acing the wind." Taking his
advice, I bade them f'arcwell
and good luck for the future.
Settling down that night was a
lot easier than the prcvious
nights. Following Chicken's
advicc, I tbund I was actually
wam. lost somcwhcrc in the

crumplcd pages ol world news.
Heavily laden eyes soon

closed, and thoughts
tlansfbrmed not pleasant

dreams.

The restful night all too soon gave way to a cold, damp, dawn
and the sound of commuters, returning like an army of ants to fill
olfices and workshops. Cleaning up in the pubtic lavatory, I
washed my fortnight old growth, convincing myself that I had

seen worse looking designer stubble. The luck I had wished on
my companions the night betbre must have rebounded, as I
touched lbr two pounds lbr hetping a st.uggling old man to load a
washing machine onto his trailer. All through the day, I collected
scraps of wood with the intention of lighting my own firc. By
night time, though, I lbund mysetf staring across the car palk at

Chicken. doing one o[ his dances with his imaginary panner.
"Hi Mary." I said.

"I see you brought some wood tonight, son." Her tone, like the
weather, had mellowed,

"Aye, and that's not alt." Unzipping my jacket, I took out three
pasties and two chips. Mary, who had buttered some bread for
herself and Chicken, proceeded to butter two more rounds.

"That smells good, son," she said, as Chicken linished his

dance beside us.

"Good evening, Cojo." I was surprised he had remembered my
name.

"Hi, Chicken."
"Here you are, son, have a seat and rnake yourself

comfortable," he said, handing me a crate.

"You knew I was coming back?" The surprised tone of my
question was gr&eted with a smile.

"Ahh, pasties. Haven't had them in a long while. Your
timing's perfect. Mary and myself were about to have a cup of
lea."

And not much else, I thought.
"So I see. You'd almost think Mary knew I was bringing

something," Iioked.
"Did I not tell you?" Chicken said in a serious tone. "Mary can

see into the t'uture." I smiled at him. "Oh yes," he continued,
looking me straight in the eyes.

"And,just as important, she can also see into people's past."
My smile disappeared.

"For instance," hc went on, his voice in gravel-rasping tones.
"She told me that, as a child, you were in an accident that almost
cost you your sight."

Disbelief was soon replaced by anxious curiosity, lbr this had
happcned - but how could they know?

"You are running liom somcthing and don't want anyone !o
know your whercabouts." I fblt edgy about Chicken's words and
not at all sure that I wanted him to continuc. Mary fDured tea and
he took half a cup betbre going on.

"You recently split up with your girltiiend, who you still have
deep feelings for."

How was he doing this? I tblt transparent. I looked at Mary.
She smiled into her cup, quite awarc that I was staring at her,

"You are a bit of a loner," Chicken's crcaking voice went on.
"You come l'rom a lamily that isn't short oi money."

"How do you know these things?"
He smited.

"Chicken?"
"All in good time," he said between sips of tea. "AII in good

time. First,I'm cu ous as to how you came by the name Cojo."
"That's easy," I said, hurrying to lell him so he would explain

to me how he knew so much about me. "Ijust took the first two
letters t-rom each of my names. Colin Jones, and there you have it,
Co Jo.

He noddcd his head and taking a draw from his cigarette,

tl\
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closed his eyes as the smoke lloated by his face.

"Chicken?" I nced not havc asked more. He could hcar the

curiosity in my voice.
"Just like your name son, the answer is simple. It's all a

matter of observation and a little guess wo*. You havc a thint

scar over your lel't eye, but it has ajaSScd edge, not the prccision

slice of a surgeon's knifb, and I deducted an accidcnt."

I smiled and he continued.
"You are running from somethinS. Thc rcason I assumc this

is: you are a lad of what, no more than 19? You'vc bccn on thc

streets fbr two weeks and obviously don't want to stay in thc

YMCA or hostels where you think you'll be lbund tcx) easily."

I remained silent.
"The recent split up with a girl, that was easy. You still wcar

the halfhean pcndant with hcr initiais. lf you did not still havc

feelings fbr hcr, you would have sold it by now."

I touched the gold pendant with my fin8crs. I had lin3ottcn it

was visiblc.
"You are obviously a bit ol a loncr lbr it you wcrcn'1, yout-

t'ricnds would have put you up. Thc rcason I know your lanlily

isn't poor? The traincrs on your lcct could cost thc hcst part ol'

f100; th() shirl you wolc ycstcrday, allhough soilcd, was ol thc

best matc al, as is thc onc you havc changcd into t(xlay; a lcathcr

coat and lrvijcans arc not thc dlcss codc ol a fxxn upbringing.

Am I right, or am I right']"
I applaudcd him and laughcd, "You lcally had nc going,

Chicken. I thouSht Mary was the ncw Noslradamus o[our agc.

You wcr'e closc cnough that I couldn'1call you a liar." Thc thrcc

ol us iaughcd. Hc placcd sonlc wqxl on thc I-irc, causing spafks

ro dance amongst thc smokc into thc cloudlcss night sky l tdd
lhcm ol thc day's cvcnts and listoncd to molc advicc on how to

got Iixxl whon limcs worcn'1 so good. Oncc again lhc dry silcncc

l0ll, which I acknowlcdgod by bidding thcnT both a Soodnight.

fT't aking lhe first couple of crumpled newsprpers

I t o, m1 box. I was.tarlled by a scxmperirrg

I mouse lhal ran ccloss my hand. I had to trailall
the papers out to make sure no other mice had the same

idea of taking my bed. That night's sleep was constantly

interupted by the rustle of papers blowing in the wind. I

awoke to the blizzard that had been threatening for the past

few days. The streets were coveled. I had not been as

fol1unate as the previous day; even scr-aps of wood wel€

hard to find, hidden under the blanket ofsnow. Shoppers

and workers t ushing home to their comforlable houses

were in no mood lo listen to Pleas.
Thc car park sccnrcd briShlcr lhan usual. Chickon sal hy

Mdry's sidc at thc lirc.
"Hi iblks," I said. "No dancing tonight Chickcn'1"
''Evcning son. No, no dancing loni8h1."

Mary ncvcr slx)k0, bul whc0zod hcavily.
''l couldn't lind much li|owtx ."
"That's all righl son, it's hard lo lind in conditions likc this.

cspccially il you'rc a novicc "
Chickon was nraking tca nd loast whilc Mary ()okcd a litllc

on hcr criilc. "Aru you ,cclinS all right Mary'l" Chickcn answclcd

li)r hcr.
"Mary sullcrs liom cnlphysoma". llis voicc unlikc thc niSht

bclirr'c, was solt and car-ing.

"Emphyscma? That's somclhing to do wilh thc lungs. isn't

id"

nr(ssir! rh,'ul rrrJ )ou 5
1yr'1c dr,rppt'Ll Jt thc n(\l .:
fi)r't t,l crll Tll kcrl ;
r,urs(jlvL'\ u nrusrd whctl 5
wc had nothing to rlo wc i
would hot cach othcr aL

darcs, sonlo ol lhcnt quitc dartgtrr,u.. It r'"ls thr<lugh onc such darc

lhat I car'Dcd ltty nallro,"

"Vcry olton." hc contirrucd- thc \!xgcr would involvc 8ctli,l8
inro thc Crptair's cabin, plircint \.olrLhlng insidc and gclting oul

wilhoulhcing causht This $a\ \ory' dillicull duc l()thc lirct thal'

whcn thc Caplain wasn'l thcrc his \'alct, a nlan by thc namc ol'

Wcslcy which wc chanscd tl) \\'clscl - oll(:n was."

I watchcd Maty smilc as hc \\cnt on with his st(ny.

"Thc bcl on this l-_casion \\'as lin'my opJxnlcnt 1() placc a

chickcn which wc had snrug-qlcd on boatd - inlo thc

Captdin's bcd. Ii hc succccdclj. nry Pl.t ol thc hcl was t() Iotl'icv')

ir Whocvcr llil0d. li)rliilcd.'
lic (x)k a brdak Nhilc I p( rcd itno(hcr cup ol ton, making

suru that Mlry hiLd a g(xxl SriP on tho cuP.

"lt was a sl(I'urv night. Iashing lain. with liliy lix)tcr wavcs and

galc-lbrcc wind: tossirrg irnd rollinS us, xntil cvcn old Sca txgs

JohDson could buroly stay on his lccl." Chickcn's cycs wcrc

squinling as though picturing vividly in his nrind's cyc cvcry sccond

"lt's an illncss that

affccts lhc cells in the

lungs making it diflicult
to breath. At limcs like

this shejust likcs lo sit in

silence listcning 1()

storics of whcn I

lmvellcd around thc

world."
"Can wc nol do

aoylhing lbr hcr? $-hal

about a doctor'?'
"Wc don't hatc a

doctor. Thc last limc
Mary wiN likc this I tc)k
hcr to hospital. Shc

walkcd out thc Dcxt da).'
Taking a cup o[ tcr

hc carclirlly placcd hcr

loast

haDds arcund il. Shc t(x)k

snlall sips hctwccn lhc

whcczirrg. Wc tu)k oLrl'

own loa with a slicc of

you how I got minc."
This cxplanalion, I

thought, was mora for
Mary's bcl)clil than

,s,r mcrchant scaman."

hc hcgan. "Thc captain

"l askcd you how you

got your namc, son, y) [
think it only fair to tcll

"l trrLvcllod tho world
lt1 1C.

00

c
FI

o[ our ship wils a n]al t
callc<l Hargrcavcsl vcry V
slr'ict in cvcly scns-. AnY ,A
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linlc thc Captuin's back was lurncd. '

I ]aughcd rt tho thoughr ot lhis sl()ck\ lhlrir.lrr hchirvins Iikc
a chickcn bchind tho Caplain's brck.

''l)id hc evcry cltch you l"
"Hc ncvcr acluitlly snw ntc. hul his lirsl nr c did. llr tlr() \x\\,

iLll thc nlcn ltughing it whrl I was d()ing itn,.l prorlprlr terl(rr.trd
nlc."

''Whal hlpiL'ncd'1"
''I was drl)l)fcd al lhc ncxl Ixnr {)l-cxll. Crlunsl in llrlirrrrl '
''Polilnd! llow did you nlrkc ir honrc'1"
''Oh, thar's whcn I dccidcd t() lravcl hy land xnd ornl(n.r lhr

c(rllin00l. I srw nlirny. nlilny countrics, xll with l thoustnd
s(r-ics ()l thcir own. l]ttl thoy'rc Ii)1.lt ()thcr linrc."

e put the collar of Mary's coat up and. with a tendel.
louch, tightened the string around her coat. Her
brealhing was easier. With the firewood finished

An cl6t Gdfa, Summer 199G

there was little heat to be had from the oil drum. Larse flakes
of snow swirled on the biting breeze. The conversati;n had
faded to short interruptions of long sjlences, but I decide to
stay with them lare into the nighr until Chicken said,

"Wcll, Cojo, I rhink I befter ger Mary rucked up fbr thc nighr.,,
I olltrcd to walk wirh them to whercver they slcpt, but

Chicken politely rcluscd, morc concerncd that I should get tucked
up mysclIbclbrc the snow got any heavier. I wished them both a
goodnight. Mary squeczed my hand instead of speaking. tseing so
late, I wondcrcd ii it was wonhwhile climbing intic my box. Five
minutcs of'waling in a snow-covered descrlcd town s@n
convinccd me of thc benefits. Thoughts quickly turned to homc
and the comlbfls I badly missed.

I awokc to a liesh laycr of snow and a brcczy dawn. Ilut, as I
was sooo to lcaln, this wcathcr also had ils advantagcs. I camcd
lcn frlunds hclping strandcd motolisls and clcaring snow flonl
shop lionls. It was hard work but wcll worth thc oftb . Fatiguc.
though, l(x)k ils ldl ilnd inslcad ol visiling ntv conlptnions I
clinrbcd into thc pitpcr llllcd box. Tonlonow I would rcll thc
sl()ry ol how I cufncd lhis lcw pounds and nraybc I l(x) could
hlin-u a snrilc lo Mrly'r lncc.

A s(ritilrJ ligurc at in Ilont ol thc ,llc. "Hi,,, I suid, dl1)ppin-q
thc wtxxl by thc oil dr.unt and tiiking thc sausagcs orrd chips frcnr
insidc nty coat. My cyus scanncd thc car park. ,.Wholc,s Mxry,l"
I rsk(\l

His unhli-nking cycs ncvcr vcclcd ii1)nt thc Iirc. I htd k) lcpcirt
lhc quctli( lwicc hclinc hc acknowlcdgrd nty plcscncc with a
hcavy sigh.

snc \ I{rDC, LOt('.
"Gonc ! Lcli you nrcllt l" I Ic l(x)ked !t ntc lo silcncc lin. it

m()ntnt.
"Thc last n,ghr you wcrc hcrc. Shc had a bad hol(. I could scc a

smilc on hcr facc as thcy... liljcd hor inlo thc nmbulanc..', IIc slilrcd
hlankly al nothing, his scnlcnccs uDlinishcd. I sank on thc crale
l.csidc him, Mary's crrlc. I pul thc lind on thc ground, my apt!-titc
suddcnly gonc. I had no wo s. My hand rcstod on Chickcn,s
shoLrldcr.

"Shc squcczcd my hand." I said, nty own cycs stalin{ irrk) thc
llanrcs. No words wclc slokcn li)r quilr sontc tiurc. I cvcnlually
nritdc soolc lL'il.

''l)rink this. ChickcD," I insisrcd.
Alicr I hitd I)Lrsultdcd hint l() dri k t\\() cups (r'lat. hc tutncLl

lo Dlc and in it solcntn voicc said.
''Colin, lhc stl1cls i!cn't lirr you son. Whrtclcr you ix.u IuInir)!l

ll(nn. r))a)'hc it's linrc t{) lacc il. You hil\c door llll ri-qht in lhd tintc you
hrvc roLco hcIc. N4ar] irnd nrysclt discusscd it c h night xli(r you lL.li.
You'rc u gorxl lld. Troublc. you know. courcs lo us all al somc slugc in
our lili'. sonr ux)rc lhan othcrs_ But running liolll il is no g(\)d - jt.s a

l(rrg-dislancc runncr and cillchcs up wilh you sonlc lil]ic. BCttcr lo lacc il
rl lhc slfflin! titlr. Sonlc proplc im nranl li)r lhc slrurt.

''You rc n()t (nro ()l lhont."
I si['nll] ildrrrircd (his nriln lhxl I hld knorvn lin surh lt sh(n1

tinic. slill giving itdvrcc itl x lintc likc this. Wc su lrntil Llu\r n s

cr[l\ light. I Iislcncd l() \l(n.ds ()l'cxfcricncc hcl!r,ccn Ior]g silcnt
pluscs. At thL: I'irst s{)und ol'rush In\r[ lrallic. I tu|ncd up ntr
c{tlirr tnd. lvilh hitckwl!d gltncc. Icll hrnl wilh lt $,itvc {t hiUl,l
nd thr worlis:

''Thanks lin cvcr\thitrg('hielcn. I ll sec \ou alrLrnrl.'
llut I ncvr:r di(l

lll l)ln K.il\'. I.on.q Krsh I

of lhc ordcal. "My
opponent was

successful in his parl
ollhc bct. I bo, wilh a

grcal dcal of diliculry,
managcd in part tir
Iulfil minc bul on thc
way back lo the gallcy
I lost gip oI thc
chickcn. It llapped and

Euawkcd allovcr thc
dcck. I chascd it with
allmy strctgth,
fighting tSirirlst the

clcnrcnts aDd trying
mY bcst to rcmain

upright and al thc

sortlc lime unsr'('n

llont Lht conl11, housc.

E\rntuall), lhc bloody
thirrg hlc$' ovcr_

h,)ard.'
N.rafv chucklod

q ith il whoczc itnd wc
hoth snrilcd to scc hcr'

huppy. Chickcn
c{)ntinucd.

''Thr: hcl wr\ {r'
lhc typc lhilt lhc nrcll
htd tn input in()
\r hrt Jhc lirlcil
$1)Lrld hc.'I'hnl's
w hcn sontc smar'l alcc
cxntc !p with thc idct
thal I should dancc
likc il chickoD on
l cr'r- wincly day in
l)cccnthcr. and

hclicvc nlc thcro \\,crc
plcntl. Thc nrcn

Jrrivcd -urcut plcasulc
tt.'Jn !\JtJhing nrc

l.r.1ir.i ithi)ll lhc (lcck
lriJ;r !hi(krn c\.crv
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VOICES: From
to the Gqsy

An Gl6r Gafa, Summer 1996

Lonq Kes
qrd Wqll

h

stage pedbmance, within the H-
Blocks, oi a play based on the
writings of Bobby Sands has

aroused great interest beyond
these walls. Plans are at an

advanced stage to pertbrm this
pieca as part of the 1996 West

trBui l

Belfast Festival. The cast, who
are all captured POws, will stage

the event while they are out on
parole. These examples of how
we share our voice within a

wider community context
illustrates how we have been able

t

VOICES. The very word conjures up many images; of peopte

talking, singing, whispering or of mystical sounds echoing in
an unconnected air from their source of origin. This was my
initial thought when I heard about the theme for this year's

Derry Gasyard Wall Feile. It is a wholly appropriate theme for
a community festival which is itself a voice of expression and
cleativity.

As a lilb-sentence POW, my Withil the nationalist
physical presence has been community there is hardly a
removed from my family and single family who has not been

community as well as the affected by imprisonment since
Republican Movement. When I 1969. Mothers, lathers, brothers,
tirst came into jail I feared that sisters, .sons, daughters, friends
my voice was in some way and noighbours have been
removgd also, that I had been imprisoned during thjs time. As a
silenced. I feft that my input into result, POWs have been an
matters in relation to my family intrinsic part of the politicisation
and.community, as well as the of nationalist'communities.
Iiheratiofl struggle, would Throughout lhe years hundreds
become marginalised, isolated of thousands of people from
and even outdated as my nationalist communities have
sentgnce progressed. However, I given voice to the struggle within
have discovered the contrary to the prisons by taking to the
be tme as I've found other ways streets to highlight the many
of expressing myself and of injustices inllicted upon
making my voice heard. prisoners.

Being separated from my One simple but vital aspect ol
family has in many ways the interaction between prisoners

strengthened the bond between and the community is the art and

us as we have developed ways of craf'twork that is sent out from
expressing our feelings and of the jails. Our voicc, as exprcssed
giving voice of our emotions. through theso items oi cultural
The value we place on our and political idcntity, is present

limited contact is immeasurable in thousands of hones in Ircland
and we don't waste time on and abroad.

fickle matters. but rather We also feed into the
concentrate on the substantive community through other art
areas of our lives. This is forms. Many POWS havo
especially true when involved in developed creative writing skills
a thmily crisis or dispute where and have written short stories,
my opinion is olten sought. plays, poetry and have pedbrmed

Ironically, my physical absence drulr,a. A Gl6r Gafa itself is an

allows fbr a greater dggree of example of our voice reaching
impartiality which is appreciated the community in this way.
and respected. As a result of this Another example is the
my voice has become stronger. publication oi the book Nor'
My family also cnsure, in as Meekl! Serve My Tit e whtch
much as is possible, that I am chronicles the history of the
included in all the normal fhmily blanket protest and hunger
celcbrutions. I may not be thelc stlikes and was written, compiled
in person oll such @casions but and edited by POWs. A more
am very much present in recent development in this area

convelsation ard in spirit. In this has heen the estahlishment oi a

way my voice is kept alive. drama group in l,ong Kesh. Their
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to maintain and strengthcn
community bonds.

The kishlanguage activities
within our communities are a

classic example of the success of
cult\rral struggle by prisoners
having a wider impact on the
struggle tbr political change.
While IrishJanguage groups had
worked hard and with some
success for many years to
maintain and develop the
language and Irish culture in
general, the influx of relcased
political prisoners into the
communities provided a fr'esh
impetus tbr this struggle. The
effect was to increase the
community's confidence in their
own ability to define and exprcss

thcir own interests and
aspirations indef,endently. Thus
POWs have, in this regard,
helped to develop a distinctive
voico lbr our communities.

Our political voice, which
allows us to wear our
imprisonment as a badge ol
pride, is central to all of this. It
has given us a solid lbunddtion
on which to build and develop
our input into the struggle at all
levcls. In the past our voice \las
heard through issues I ike
internment, the battle fbr polilical
statu s, the bulwark againsl
criminalisation and of co u rse
through the historic period of rhe

blanket protes t and hunger
strikes. For those who lived
amidst such events, the memoaies

of the struggle as it manifested
itself on our streets and villages
and io lhe intelnational arena.
will romain with us forever.
Another aspect ot' the political
exprcssion of our voice arose
from the desire ot'POWS to
participate tully in the political
debate and developmenl within
the Republican Movement. Some
years ago we establishcd our own
H-Block Sinn Fdin Cumann
which aftbds us thc opponunity
to do this.

Our impl isonment has acted
as a lbcal point fbr our friends
and comrades at hone and
abroad. We rcceive
corrcspondencc not only from
Ifeland and Britain but also fiom
America, Australia, New Zealand

and throughout Eulope. As wcll
as voicing their support lbr us,

many of these Contacts have also
been the impetus for the
establishment of international
support groups which impact on
the overall struggle. We receive
visits tiom some ol these groups
which have proven to be.
mutually beneficial to us in botl
a personal and a political sense
and has added to our
understanding of otler cultures.
It also shows our very real
human face, which is often
unseen by those outside our own
cornmuni ties.

I have talked about the f'amily
and the community as examples
of how we are involved in
finding expre ssion of our
experiences and the relevance of
lhis !o rhe stmggle. It shows the
various Eays of giving voice to a

srrugglc which is vibrant and one
lha! requires fresh ideas to build
upon and develop a growing
personal. community and
pc!iric al consciousness. The
basis ior all of this is the
en\ i.onment in which we livc.
Inis environment has developed
ou1 ol the resilience of the
'Dir-rlie! plotes.t and the sacrificcs
!-: our len comrades on hunger
llrike in 1981. It seems that
ire se nr jail conditions are
.onducive to POWs developing
in a progressive and creativc
6irea!ion.

The voice is a broad concept
rrilh many- lbrms of expression.
The areas I have touched on have
a common thread. The nationalist
communit_v". within the Six-
Countl state, continually
slruggles ro have its voice heard.
As republicans, we have an
added responsibility to animate
this prcress. lo be at thc fbleliont
ol gi\in-s e\pression to our.
identiry and ensuring that our
voicc is Lrne of strength,
progrcs s ion and aquality. The
voicc must L,ecarmc the vo(ex of
what Bobbl Sands called. the
spilit of areedom. \o matler how
or.lr voice is dcnied. imprisoncd.
devalued or c\'en murdcred it
will still bc heard. 11 is th.ough
our crcalivily. thc wav in \,"hich
we apply oulsclves to this task.
that we will cnhancc our spiit oi
freedom.

By Harry Maguire,
Long Kesh I

ACROSS
1. Infamous Cambodian ryrant,

5. Strolled, hiked (6)
10. Spanish blood-spofi s

participant (7)
I I . Good-naturcd and kind-

hearted (7)
12. Farnous Mongolian desen (4)
13. Cumbersorne (5)
15. Small change in Mexico (4)
l?. Musical sound like cakc-mix

(3)

19. Biblical lesson (6)
21. Lodging favoured by

srudenrs (6)
22. LoErye (1,
23.In a state of slumber (6)
25. Chunky or squat (6)
28. Dish, bowl (3)
30: Wolfe ... father of Idsh

r€publicanism (4)
3 I . To pestcr or harass (5)
32. Quantity of church-8oers (4)
35. Humane, mercitul (7)
36. Soulh Aftican freedom cry

(7')

37. Set of numbcrs that lbrm a

sum (6)
38. Lookoul, guard (6)

An Gl6t Cafa, Summer 1996

DOWN
2. Revolutionary month (7)
3. Writing, shin, scouring erc (4)
4. Revolved, gyrated (6)
5. Afiluence (6)
6. tower back, or type of cloth

(4)
7. Flags, badges etc (7)
8. Icons (6)
9. Gunshot, likc Mitchell's

I'indings perhaps (6)
14. Abandoned (?)
I 6. Motorised form of transport

(5)
18. Place to sle€p (5)
20. Siesta (3)
21. Public transport vehiclc (3)
23. Deoouhce, Iay siege to (6)
24. Type ofoil (7)
26. One who stays in during term

(7)
27. Unimaginative male (3,3)
28. What Ireland will be,

inevirably (6)
29. WanderinS rribes (6)
33. Surrender, relinquish (4)
34. Net profit (4)

'rrrEc lc:epal le :spou.roN
'62 :pstrun 8z :urur s.A .rz :r.prxog .92 :p.3surt .iz llcEnv .€z

:snfl IZ idEN OZ lqueg 8I :prdol,,{-9I :uJoFoJ.tI lrod.d .6:sa8€rul 
8

:stu3Jqrla , juro-I .9 :rItlErA\ '9 :peulnl ., :spDd .t :reqopo .Z :NA{O(I
',{rucs 8t :pueppy./t lepu?ruv .9t:luaujrlJ

'9t :ssEt/{ Zt :trouuv.l€ :eool.Ot :urn .82 :,(qqntS.!Z :dcatsv
'gZ :rnol*d aZ :-tlspag .L :uouues .6t :r{oc .II :osed .SI :,([6H .€l
:rqoo ZI :ctq?rurv .lI :rop?lew.0t :pql?rtA.9:tod Iod 

.l :SSOUIV

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

a 9

to 11

t3 t4 l5

16 't7 18

19 20

22

23 24 25 27

2A 29

30 31 32

3/t

35

3A

II
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The Long Kesh Leogue CUP

fn hc first competition took

I nlace in October 1995

I 
"na 

*u, won by a team

fron H?, after a hard fought

final against the competition
favourites, H8, bY lbur goals to

one. Dee Nicell scores two grcat

goals to win lhe cuP which was

donated by the Deery family of
Derry. More lecently we have

had the L,ong Kesh l-eague CuP'

donated by the Crumlin Star

Social CIub. This turned out to

be ore of the most closelylbught

competitions we are ever likelY

to havc. Seven teams took Part,

lwo lcams ftont Blocks tl, 5 and

7, and one from the remand

hlock. H6. The tcams PlaYed
each olhet twice and thc top tbur

would go through to thc

scmilinal stage.

with two games to go it
looked likc each block, excePt

H6, would be representcd in thc

senrifinals. The boys on remand

strugSled to keep uP with the

o[hcr teams because ol the lack

oi numbct-s. Although not ablc to

qualilY thcY didn't go out

without a liSht and Bcrtic I)uijy
proved to bc theit main

dangcrman.
H4's Tcam A had hit thc top

ol thc lcague with 2l Points, ofle

point short of qualitY 1or thc

Scmifinals, having achievcd

somc grcat rcsults ovcr the Eams

lrom H7. Thoir tgam iocluded

names like IleefY McEvoY '
Bulgcr McKenna' HallY Maguile

and not forgetting thc ever

consistcnt Thomas'Halchet'
MaBuirc at centre half. TheY

lookcd certain to quality, buL it
all went wlong lbr them in their

MOST POWs take an interest in one sport or another' Whether

it be Gaelic footbalt in the yard or snooker in the canteen'

every game is highly competitive' On the soccer front we were

untli r!""ntty usid to playing block football only' where 22

men were picked on a rota system and would select two very

"uan,""rn, 
to ensure the match was as fair and closely

contested as possible. More recently' due to hard work on the

conditions f.on,, *" have been able to enjoy inter-block

football where eleven men from one block play eleven from

another. This again has been built on and we now have

competition footLall running in the camp where teams from

each block compete for tiophies and medals'

It now stood thal both teams

lrom H7 werc through a]ong with

H5's Tcam G. It was now down

to H4's Team A and H5's Team

F to battle it out tbr thc llrs! scni

linal spot with H4 onl) requiling

a draw. The game \\'as \'ary

closcly tbught like ost and al

hall timc the scolc line *as 0-0.

In thc sccond half H5 rurncd

around with the wind at lheir
hacks and soon took the

advanta8e. A mix uP in lhe H5

dettncc aftcr a long clearance

frcm Arder Nesbitt lct Ysell in

1o scorc l-lom thc cdge of lhc 13-

yatd linc, l-0. Two mcn \\are

then scnt o[1 and this did H4 no

favours. A mistake flom Darc)

McMenamim in the H4 Soals lel

me in lor number two. I then

completed mY hat trick in the

closing stages latching on to a

Scanner Campbell cross to make

it 3-0. Nevcr mind Harry, we'rc

sure you'll bo back even with
rhosc dodSy anklcs.

S
o to the semifinals. This

is how it looked: H7's
Tcam E versus H5's

last two matches. With the

rcmaining fbur teams all sitting

with less Points than H4 A. a

draw lrom onc of the Samcs
would have seen rhem through.

Disaster struck in both games'

however, and they went out'
much to the surPdse and lcliel of

the our qualifiers. H5's Team G

managed to reach 22 Points lirst,

the qualifying quota, to takc
them through to the semifinals bY

beating H6,3-1, goals coming

fiom Charlies McKieran (23) and

Mickey DultY ( t).
H4's Team B, who were

expectcd to do better' nevcr lived

up to expcctations. ThcY Iost

thcir way after a detbat bY H5's

Team F, bY tbur goals to two'

which put them out ol thc

competition. Hard luck Bik
maybe next time, but sure You

look the part with thc hcadband

and wristbands.
H7't Team E ncedcd to win

their last two gamcs to rcach the

rcquircd quota o[ 22 Points for

the semillnals. These two gamcs

woutd bc against H5's Tcan F

who had thc likcs of Pcter

Corbctt in dcfence ' Kcvin
McMahon mastelminding the

midfield, and Pat Muckian and

myseli up liont. Over these two

closcly-tbught games H7 camo

out on top, winning 2-l each

game. HarlY Fitz was sniling at

last and making Pedictions that

the cup was going nowherc but

H7. Gill was tight IiPPed, but

conffdent. Team D, thc other H7

team, won their last gamo bY

lhree goals t0 one ovcr H56's

Tam G to qualifY lor the

semifinal

T.am G aod H5's Team F versus

Hi s Ttam D. The boYS in H7

*cre verv confidcnt ol an all H7

tinal. ha!ing turned H5 ovcr
,:J:ing lhc earlicr slagcs of the

;lrr-lLuon. ln the lirst semillnal

S.:: KJll) s mcn held strong'

T.: g::na wcnt to cxtra time'

B ri: :;:rns cancclling each other

.'r::.:,J lhe reason fbr this being

H:.i\ Filz and Marty Gervin
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had to stop Paddy Hamill's
penalty and did so to become the

hero. A bit of an all-rounder this
boy Kelly. So Harry Fitz's
prodiction was wrong no all
H7 final.

In the next semifinal Micky
Dulf and thg boys were to do
battle agains t the Barney
Campbells, Peter Corbetts and
Finn Mccools of this world. H5
led 1-0 at half time. In the second

half H7 came out looking for the

equaliser which wasn't long in
coming. Creat work from
Rooney and Nicell to put Mickey
Dufl through to score a well-
taken goal. But H5 weren't done
lbr and within two minutes werc
back in tionl with the score linc
showing :- 1. Il looked as if it
was going lo be an all-H5 final
until $ith only seven minutes
remaioing an Arder Nesbi t
clearance was picked up by

Bobby Mahon who, fiom all of
50 yards, booted the ball high
into thc air and iflto the H5 net.

Two each. In the final seconds of
normal time Jimmy Canning in
the H7 goal pulled ofl a great
save from Kevin McMahon to
take the game to extra time. Both
teams went close to winning the
game in extra time, but again
penalties were to decide the
outcome. In the penalty shoot-out
H7 proved the stronger, scoring
all the penalties required to run
out 4-1 winners.

After the two semifinals
going to penalties what price the
flnat doing likewise? There were
some good players on show for'
thc final and the two teams
looked very even. A strong wind
was to play a bit part in the
match. H5 started with the wind
and alter a neNous start by both
sidos H5 startcd to get on top
when Charlies 'Cole' McKiernan
put the ball in the net but was
ruled to have fbuled Micky Doc
in the process. The boys from H7
were deftnding very well,
making H5 shoot from distance
which suited Jimmy Canning in
the H7 goal. The closest any
team came to scodng was a long-
range free kick from Fudgie
McFadden, which just dipped
over the bar from all of 40 yards.

Y n the second half ir was

! H7', ,r.n to play wjrh the
I wind. hut it was H5 who
settled weli and played some nice
lootball. Packie McMahon got
the ball down and played somc
neat passing movemcnts
alongside Kevin Connolly and

Tom Brennan. Mickey D ufly
was as usual trying to create
opnings lbl Paul Johnslone and
Dee Nicell, but thc H7 detbnce
wcrc having nonc of it. Paddy
Mccilloway did a grcat iob at
centle half along with Mickey
Duf'fy and thc oul' vctcran Tom
Mcveigh. No ore looked like
piercing cithcr dcfence. The
closest anyone came to scoring
was when Micky Doc struck the

bar - unfbrtunately it was his
own bar. Unlucky Micky!

With extra time looking
certain, and with only minutcs to
go, Paul Johnstone picked up the

An Gl6r Gafa, Summer 1996

all and went straight at the H5
defence, around one defender
then a second, a goal looked on
with big Paul going straight in at

Se6n Kelly, but the big H5
keeper did briltianUy to save with
his legs. So to extra time, the
game finishing G0. Would there
yet be penalties? Both teams
were trying their best to win the
game before the dreaded penalty

shoot-out could take place.
Chances were now falling to both
sides. It looked like a single goal
would win the game and the
comPtition.

That goal came when Sedn
Kelty took a long kick out. The

H7 defence were trying to catch

the H5 forivards offside, but
Charlie Chuck with all his
experienc€ (15 years at the topl!)
caught them and was il1 on goal.
His shot was brilliandy saved by
Jimmy Cannign, but the ball
broke to the ever-dangerous H5
flyer, Bap Hughes, who made no
mistake from six yards out. One-

nil at half time of exlra time. In
the last ten minutes the boys
tiom H7 pushed to saYe the day
with ooe last attack, but H5's
defence stood resilient to keep
their l-0 tead intact. H5 had won
by a single goal in a hardlbught
final. Credit must be given to all
the boys on the H7 team who
made it a very closely battled
contest, Well done Sedn Kelly's
men and last, but not least John

Macklin, the PTI who refereed
the final very well,

After the game came the
presentation with Pddric Wilson
doing the honours. Charlie
McKicman lit'ted the cup to loud
applause from the H5 lads.
Paddy McGilloway, who never
put a tbot wrong all day, was
awatded Man of the Match urd I
took the prize for the
competitions top goal scorer with
a modest 20 goals to my credit.
But let's spare a thought to H4's
boys who undoubtedly will be all
out to win the next competition.
Lastly a special word of thanks
to the Crurnli[ Star fbr donating
the Long Kesh League Cup ard
the PTls for donatirg the
trophies.

By Ta McWilliams I
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taking care ot Charlie 'Colc'
McKicrnan and tsap Hughes who
are always a handful for any
defence. Likewise, Tom
Mcveigh, Micky Duffy and
Paddy McGilloway were doing
the same to Cill, Paddy Hamill
and the dangerous Kevin Murray,
whose goals were instrumental in
getting Gill's men to the
semitinal.

No one was going to win this
game in normal play so penalties
had to prevail. A mention must
go to both goal keepers, Sedn

Kelly lbr H5 and Sedn Lynch fbr
H7. In the penalty shoot-out H5
got otT to a bad start missing the

lirst two kicks, but after five
taken the scole was level at 3-3.

Nothing was scparating these
teams and it was a pity that there

had to be a loser. So to sudden

death. First up was Sedn Kelly
for H5 and he scored. He then

\
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rather than flew into our yard
around June with what looked
like a serious injury to its right
lcg. No one thought it would
survive the night. It hobbled
painfully across to pick up

broken bread which almost every

gq)d soul had thrown across thc
yard: Barney Hughes' bakery
couldn't supply onough for the

lads to throw. But the bird
survived the night, struggling to
take sheltcr in a makeshift card-
board box.

The nights passed and the
bird didn't seem to have the
srrength to take olf for flight.
Wlat did move the bnd to flight,
hastly to the top of the shower
house, was an attack by local
rats, who saw our Saoirse as a

late-night leed. Men stood on
guard until late at night to Iend

off atucks. "Ceanntbrt" to the

call and the tradcs - scrcws who

masquerade as handymen -
\r'ere hastened to lay poison. This

did rhe trick. But the leg injury
see.oed to indicate that this bird
miehr nor manage to fend olf
other elements.

One couldn't help wondering

if death wouldn't bring a

peaceiul end to its pain. But
ahrough the dedication of one
ntan. Petcr Bateson, and the help

of one wood-craitsman, BarneY

Campbell, a pigeon lofl of sorts

was constructed, later to be

del'eloped and redeveloped to its
paesen! state of the art perfection.

It had tle security and comfort at

least to'give the b d a dignitied
existenc€. But during those first
weeks and months it needed care

ard patience. It was obvious that

the bird was scared oi every
advalce which suggested that it
hadn't come irom a lotl. How
does one treat a wild, injured
pigeon? Pigeonologists were in
short supply at the time, although

these was no shortage of advice
given by men eager to beftend
such a lirrity.
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I GUESS the winter of '78 is famitiar to many in Long Kesh,

for obviously harsh reasons: the ominous bite of chiUing cold

for those on the blanket protest will be forever etched in many

memories. But for those present day recipients of the gains of
that protest, nothing much can be carved in stone about the

bland, mild winters since. But I figure we latter day H-Blockers

can reminisce about the summer of '95. Yeah! That was a year!

Try telling kids 6ow it was! Sunburned torture on tarmac;

blinding eyes from the persistent glare of unrelenting sun rays;

the arduous joume5i to the deep fieeze for a cold drink. Wilt
they ever believe us?

Y Y lllock S last \car was Dolllical movcmcnl. but the

fJ no Jill'ercnt arom othcr sounds oi'Orangci:m seemcd to

I I uto"l... R(publican bc lh( only dislurbance lo lhose

POWS overdosed on the rays long days. In H8 our only
during the day and gazed distraction during the long

emotionally towards the star summer was the arrival ol
filled sky al night. The summer Saoirse. Now, befotc you go

seemed endless. we expected thi*ing that wo on H8 had some

much that year by way ol scial of sorts, hold on I know
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TY 7 ith Datience and
\A/ t",ti,,,a"- healthv
V V feeding and nurture,

and most of all, the totality of
Saoirse's strength and natural
instinct for survival, the pigeon

prevailed over personal injurY

tl

;.:#='-

that "Saoirse", or freedom as it is
translated in English, was on
most pcople's minds that
summel, but I can confirm thal
wc didn't hear a thing either.
besides the rumours liom thosc

know alls in thcjail.
No, Saoirse is the aptli'

assigned namc of a ncw member

of our community in the blocks.
Apparently by passing Lord
Diplock and the H6 remand
wing, Saoirse simply announced

himself, ot herself as was

thought then, to the lads of B

Wing, H8.
To make a long story short.

Saoirse is a pigcon, and as is
known to us now, a stubbom but

fiercely playful cock. Saoirse -
or simply "the bird" then - lbll
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and thc cvidunt dxngcrs \\hi.h
surrounded i1. Lcg nicndcJ.
woight gaincd und what lxrkcd
likc thc agilily rnd licrccncsj ol
a mountain caglc, Su()irsc L(x)k t()

thc skies. conlbing the tcnain. :rs

maybc in soxrch ol its plJrc tL) !\)
in Iilc, who knows. Whcrc d(Es a
mcndcd pigcon {() rllcr \u.h r
tcmporary, bpt su:trincd h.rl.J

upJ SaoiNc, I]lrn n nrlll({. n Je

thc decisi(rl to stuy (n in lhc \ iud
alld its lolt.

With cvory ()p|()rlu n itv t()

vuc irtc this unnatuul hrr'hctl'
wircd, c(nrcrclc ghctlo splir\\ lin-s

among thc grccn l odscafc ol'
soulh Antriln. why did Siroirsd
n()t scck oul l1loIc illttacli!a
Iitsturcs. to 8() lnn)n8 his own.
irs thcy sily/ Whxt can wc
hlnlilos l)()ssihly c()nlrihulc to his

cxistcncc. wilh lhc cxccption ()l'

pigctrn scctl? Wc know hc drts
soclk ()ll nri(l r)r()rDinSs nnd ill
linrcs in lltc llllcrlr(xn)s t() sonrc

rnhcr slxn in lhc cxnrp. Thc Lrds

rock(nr hL: hxs lrn '()uld (n)c on thc
\i(h. xrx)llx:r ulnlirl lnd tcirllhy
insriIcl. {)t ()l-lc alli)rdcd t()

r'c|)Lrhlie:rD l'OWs and ()lhcrs. No.
S;urirsr' is ltt'r'r' lr) siry. Iivcn whcn
L)rrr l)l()uk r)r()vc(l l() ll5, allhough
:r lrlll('ors('ttling lr) h()th Siroirrc
:rntl tlre l:rtls. hl.. wusrl'l Llctcrrcd

l-rom ncgoliating his way back
homc.

Sroirsc, lhc.lcllcd and in jurcd

hird who lbughl his way back to
his won dignificd slrenSlh was

ipily nnmcd. His abilily lo adapt

lo ncw and Om inous
surroundings and to ovcrcomc
advcrsity, cmbracing conlmunity
snirils. and most of ail to know
$hcle loyaltics Iic, lcllccts thc
struggl. by rcpublican POWs
r h roug hou t thc dccadcs,
cpitirmiscd during thc blankct
n(,rcst and hungcr slikcs.

POSTSCRIPT: On Wcdncsday,
10 April. Saoirsc brought a

conlprni(nl honlc 1() thc blqik: a

sil\.r. grc\ pigcon. whcLhcr it

YOUng COCk Or A hCn, nO OnC

sccnls to know. liingcd dnd
plgcon-coLrp lrrincd ll'ofi r()und
thcsc parts. hc/shc hlrs rlso
bcconrc pat I ol lhc H5
conrmunit). AIl \,"e know is that

Saoirsc is conrnrcncing a

rccruitmcnt campi]lign in and
r.ound tllc localily. Bcing a

prcdonrinantly loyalist arca. il is

lhought Saoirsc is indulging in
s(nnc cross-conlnruni(y activity.

no Disto nce
By Thomas Marron, Long Kesh I

Strolling around and around
Like the second hand of a clock.
Slowly but surely, getting there.

Getting where?

In a distance the sight of a tree,
The sound of a singing bird,
Civilisation,
But only in a distance.

To be alongside the tree

Or the singing bird,
A taste of freedom.
But only in a distance.
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By Joe Doherty,
Long Kesh I

The trip comes to an end.

I reminisce
About what could have been.

But like all my thoughts
They are only
In a distance.



ANOTHER MISCARRIAGE
An Gl6r Gafa, Summer 1996

,r^t OLIN DU FFY, a republican
I from Lurgan, was charged in
\-, lrty 1993 and senrenced to life
imprisonment in July 1995 for the
killing of John Lyness an ex-member of
the UDR/RIR. It is now June 1996 and

the fight is in full swing to reverse that
decision.

I have always maintained my innocence

of these charges but obviously the courts
didn't accept that. But why didn't they? Was

it because the evidence showed beyond a

reasonable doubt that I was guilty? No. The
real answer is twofold. One is that I am a
republican who has in the past embarrassed

the British government by public
pronouncements of collu$iqn between the

RUC and loyalist death squads in the murder

of my triend Sam Marshall in 1990. The
$econd is that the Diplock system by its very
nature is uniust and is readily prepared to
accept the evidence of RUC, RIR and UVF
personnel. This was clearly illustrated at my

own trial.
What was the evidence against me, one

might ask. well initially, at the time, I was

charged tlere was a serving RIR soldier who

claimed to have recognised me as the person

who was prescnt in Lime Grove, Lurgan, on

24 June 1993 and who was in the act of
killing John Lyness. This witness, referred to
throughout as Witness B, claimQd to have

been driving in the area at the time at a speed

of 20mph and recognised "Colin Dutfy" as

the person hc saw killing John Lyness. He

claimed that I was dtcssed in a yellow T-
shirt and wea ng a bascball cap. Howcver
duc to his spccd, thc 25-metre distanq9 and

the position ol the gunman he was lbrced lo
concede that hc had only a brief side view of
the gunman.

Aftcr five months on remand and

receiving my depositions there appeared

another so-called witness, this time refened

to as Witness C. He claimed to have been

walking through Lurgan Public Park on the

day in question, seen two cyclists cross his

path in liont of him at a distanco of about 20

metres, both coming from the Lime Grovc
direction, both wearing cycling clothos,

baseball caps and dark sunglasses. Hc
claimed not to have recognised anyone there

and then but lhat on mccting up with his

lriends a tbw minutos later and having been

told that John Lyness had bccn shot dcad hc

claimcd to havc rellected on this for a l-ow

moments and then realised that thc men on

the bikes may have had some involvcment. It

COLIN DUFFY

then "sp[ung" to him that one of thc mcn on
the bikes was a person known to him as

Colin Duffy who was pointed out to him
nine years prcviously in 1993 in a public
house while playing a pool match. He also

claimed to have sccn me on an occasiLrn

three ycars prior to June '93.

This was the cvidcnce againsl me: two
witnossos both claiming recognition of me

on or about the scene. Onc might think this

very strong evidcncc but i[ one looks closcly
it becomcs clear that it is flimsy in thc
extlcmc.

Let's look at Witness C. Initially thc
crcwn had tricd to kcep his idcntity secrcl

but it was rulcd by anothcr judgc that this
identity bc revcalcd. A wcek into thc trial we

discovcred that Lindsay l{obb was the
witness. Thc ldal had to bc adjoumcd lbr a

wcck to enablc the delbncc to investiSate

this man. It tumed out that this was the same

Lindsay Robb who was part of thc
Progressivc Unionist Party (PUP) talks
dclcgation to Stormont. This is the same

PUP who have a statcd public position of
having a "closo understanding" of thc

thinking oi thc UVF and the Combincd
Loyalist Military Command (CLMC). Thc
delcncc was obviously conccrncd as to
llobb's motivc and crcdibility. Undcr intcnsc

cross-axamination it was revcaled that
Robb's assc(ion that it was me who hc had

sccn that day wasn't rcportcd to thc RUC

until2 July, altcr I had bccn charScd and that

fact bloadcast on radio and tclcvision. His

initial contact with the RUC was made by
way of the confidential tclephone at
ll.50pm on the samc nighl. alier having
consumcd a fair amount of alcohol. Even

then he didn't mefltion the name Colin
DufTy. One would think that this recorded

me\sage would have been an imporl-ant piece

of evidence fbr the crown and fbr the
delbnce. we tried without success to have

the tapc produced in court, cven though it
was wrirlcn down in an RUC log book at

RUC hcadquarrers that thc tapc had been put

away fbr "sale keeping" when it was made.

The tape still hasn't bccn heard by thc
defence. !ha! is if thcrc cvcn exisls a tapc.

Lindsay Robb dcnied under oati that he

had any kno*ledge or undcrstanding of the

UVF or CLMC's thinking. He claimed not to
know that the PUP were thc party which
specifically "understood" thc UVF's
thinking. He also claimed not to know thc
make-up of lhe CLMC, a lact known to the

public. It was amazing to hcar him say that

he didn't know that thc PUP lcaders Billy
Hutchi;son, David Ervinc and Custy Spencc
had spent timc in jail for UvF-relatcd
activilies.

As to thc day in qucstion hc admittcd that

he didn't know whcthcr Colin Du[ly was thc

lirst or second man who crosscd his path

some 20 metrcs in liont ol himr didn't know
whether either man had a bcard, mouslache

or big nose. Hc agrecd that his view was

limitcd. Whcn askcd how hc kncw me he

said thal t was fDintrjd out to him in a public

housc .LrnN ninc ycarr plior ri, 199.1 plaling
pool. At that timc, l9ll4. I was a mcrc 16

ycars ol agc and was ncvcr in a public housc

especially not thc onc that hc claimcd to
have scen mc in.

At rhc cnd ol tho triirl I thought that my

defcncc lcam had d()nc a grcat iob in
showing lirstly that thc
idcntilication/rccogniti()n cvidcncc was vcry
poor, so p(x)r that it could not havc bccn
rclicd ugrn and sccondly, that thcrc was a

clcar issuc oI motivc and crcdibility attachod

to Robb's cvidcncc- My own and my lcgal

tcam's thinking wrs quilc ()r.rt ()l lunc with
that o[ thc lrial iudgc, l]riirn Kcrr.

On 5 July i995 hc sonlonccd rtlc k) Iilc
imprisonnlcnt plus 20 ycitrs lin p()ss0ssi(nl ()l'

a Iircaml. In his judScnrcnt hc lclicd hcavily

,'n thc cvtdcnL( tivr:n hy li,rhh. krl,'*lrrf
thelc wc[c moro lundan)ontal Ilaws and

woakncsscs in thc cvidcncc (r'Wilncss l| as

rcgards thc timcscalc li)r {)hscrvllir)rl lnd
r,rh(:r incr)nsistcn(icr rrl his cvi.ll.n((, i.l..
cvidcncc givcn hy ()lhcr cr-own wilncsscs
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OF JUSTICE
contradicting Witness B's claims that there

was only one gunman and that he was
wcaring dark sunglasses.

The wheels had just startcd to roll in the

campaign to havc my conviction quashed
uhen Lind5ay Robb. key prosecution
witness describod by Judge Ken as honest,

rcliablc, credible etc etc (the accolades were

endlcss), was arrested in Scotland and
charged with conspiracy to procurc arms fbr
the UVF. In December 1995 he was jailed
lbr lcn y(ars by a Scottish court aiter bcing
found guilty by a jury of the charge. The
Scottish judge described Lindsay Robb in
somcwhat dit'fbrent terms than did Judge
Kel.r. He was described as "lhe spider in the

cente of a web of intdgue". The coun and

thc jury acccpted the proseculion .'ase that
he was Lhe main character behind the eun-
running escapade.

My own campaign has bctn rttraiting a

lot oi media attention. A campal-sn group
known as the Friends of Colin Duf[1 has

bccn persistently highlighting rr1\ qase by
nrarchc', pLtition5, contacl uirl_ I lirJirn\.
clergy, human rights organis3rions and
concerned individuals throu,sh.i.rr Ireland
and abroad. My solicitor also has lten to the
fore in this work and *itrout her
commitment and detarminaiion the
campaign wouldn't be as strong as ir is now.

I have an appeal pending. \1).- .ase \{as
Iislcd lbr a menlion in lhe app<a) uourl in
March 1996 when the proseculjon inlimated
that the appeal would not be heard unril after
the summer recess, that being Seprember at

the earliest, due to the lbct that !he)- may
hav.'uirusc lo u(u Public Inrer,i(r ImmJnrt)'
Cenillcates (PtrCs) in the case. This means

that thc prosecution can discuss marrers \rilh
thejudges without the detence being present.

The PtrCs and the ex-parte applicalions are

some of the most unthir and unjust asp:cts oi
the lcgal system hcrc in thc Six Counties. In

Colin Dutfy's daughter calling the release ol her father at a protest
in Lurgan

1996

about, cannot be met undcr the present
judicial system.

What I hope to do now is create as much
publicity as possible, highlighting the
injustice ot my case to makc it very difficult
lbr the appeal court to treat it in the way it
has treated republican cases in the past. This
I believe is the only way to get this
conviction overtumed.

By Colin Duffy, Long Kesh !

order tbr me to tlnd out, lbr example, if
Lindsay Robb was under surveillance while
giving evidence at my trial we need all the
relevant information. This can be concealed

by ex-parte applications wherc thc defence

can't even argue the case. Similarly il I am
to call MI5 personnel who had Robb under
surveillance to find out if the RUC were
aware of it, the PIICS will be used. So, as

can be seen, the interests ofjustice and t'air
play, which the British so publicly preach

Slogans calling tor Colin Duffy's retease Page 23
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Sinn F6
o

In 90th Ard Fheis:
A POW delegote's view

An Gl6r Gafa, Summer 1996

IN MARCH this year I availed of one of my prerelease paroles

to attend the Sinn F€in Ard Fheis in Dublin as a representative

of the H-Block cumann. It was my first time at such an event

and I found it a very positive experience. When I first heard of
the venue, the Ambassador Cinema in Dublin's city centre, I
thought it a little strange for such a forum. However, after
reading the well-researched an specially-produced booklet by
APlRN's Aengus O Snodaigh the choice of venue became

clear.

I iovial Gerry Adams,

I tura. commenting on
-,,f \ tr" historv of the
Ambassador Cinema joked that:

"Sinn FCin's Head Office
must have wanted both the party

leadership and the activists to
view the bigger picture." He
pointed out that the venue,
formerly known as the Rotunda
Rink, had witnessed many
defining moments in kish history
including the founding of Sinn
F6in in 1905 and the Irish
Volunteers in 1913. It was also

wherc over 100,000 people liled
past the coffin of Constance
Markievicz in 1927.

The cinema is situated in
O'Corlnetl Street, beside the
monument to Charles Stuart
Pamell- It was here that the Free

State Special Branch positioned

themselves, busily ideotif ying
and photographing delegates
making their way into the
cinema. Other Iess conspicuous
branchmen sat in their vehicles
across the street while numerous

unilbrmed gardai patrolled the
surrounding area, periodically
harassing delegates on their way

to the Ard Fheis. when I glanced

above the entrance and saw Sinn
Fdin Ard Fheis written in large

botd lettering I was somewhat
bemused, half expecting to see

the movie title Niro, or some

other Hollywood favourite
instead. However this thought
quickty left me as I entered the

foyer of the building and was
greeted by other delegates below

targc pictures of the signatories
of the 1916 Proclamation. This

was all taking place under the
watcht'ut but triendly eyes of the

many stewards.

After taking my seat in the
hall and having met a few
recently-released comrades I got
down to my task. As delegate for
the H-Block Cumann, I busied
myself with the six motions
which our membership wished to
have ratified ai the Ard Fheis.
They were wide-ranging: our
vision of a new Ireland;
supporting the leadership;
condemning the British
government's continued refusal
to fund Gaelscoileanna; the
camp's concerns about the
increase in drug abuse; and our
alternative to the discrcdited and

sectarian RUC. As this was my
first Ard Fheis, I began to lbel
nervous about having to rise to

the podium to propose the six
motions. Thanktully each time I
got up I gained just a little more

cont'idence and applause from
the delegates.

The many fbreign liberation
struggles similar to our own in
Ireland wcre represented by
spokespersons flom around the
world; goodwill and solidarity
were expressed by all visitors.
This included a very warm and

passionate address to the
contbronc.e by Ian Phillips of the

African National Congress when,

to loud cheels and applause, he

salutod:
"The fighters, prisoners and

activists of the kish Republican
Movement-"

A more sombre mood then
descended over the hall as the

'Democracy'at work - 26 Counties version of the STASI

Gerry Adams at th€ Ard Fheis

had to be seen iII the overall
context of the entire struggle to
obtain our objectives.

The issue of equality among

Sinn F6in members was debated

by delegates in a motion
proposing ratification of a

document on homosexuality,
er,titled Moing On.I was happy

to see it adopted by the Ard
Fheis. In the words of one

speaker, it was simply a matter of
comdon sense and compassion.

Gerry Adams concluded the

Page 24

f

chai announced the next debate:

Political Hostagos. Many
speakers highlighted the
continued imprisonment of
Paddy Kelly despitc his critical
skin-cancer condition. Neally all
delegates proposing the 23
motions regarding POWs
demanded the immediate release

of Paddy Kelly. The maoy
motions proved how much we all
are in the thoughts of our
commdes "taobh amuigh". Colin
Duf'fy's release was also called
tbr, as it was fully explained how

he was sentenced to lile
imprisonment in a nonjury court
on the wod of a UVF gunrunner,

Lindsay Robb. The repatriation
to Leland of our POWs curently
hetd in English jails was
discussed. Delegates highlighted
the lack of transttrs to date
despite the Btification by the 26-

County, ggvelnment of the
European Trcaty on the Translbr

of Prisoners. One motion from
Leitrim's Comhairle Ceantair
was reiected. It proposed making
POws the main priority of lhe
peace process. Mary Ellen
Campbell, a recently-released
POW, urged delegates to oppose

the motion, arguing that POws

,a
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first day's cvcnts with an hour-
long presidcntial addlcss. He
sg)kc d thc mlLny changcs 10 our
stlug8lc hc had witncsscd du|ing
13 yca.s as pa y prcsidcnt. Thc
addrcss includcd an cxtcnsion-o[
sympathy to thc lamilics of thc
two men killcd in thc explosion
at Canary Wharf in Fcbnrary. He
dlso addrcsscd thc dcath ol IRA
Volunlcor Eddic O'Bricn who
dicd whilc on activc srrvicc in
England. Voluntccr Uobb) S:rnds

was mcntioncd ld):
"That altcr l-ivc ycars on rhc

blankct and all thar hc had to
cndulc, hc only spokc oncc ol
rcvcn8e, and that was hy sir)ing,
'our rcvcngc will hc thc l.Lughlcr

o[ our childrcn'." Adans thcn
cxtcndcd his hand ol liicndship
k) all our cncmies. lo make
peace.

At the end ol thc prcsidcntiul
addrcss and to thc sound ol thc
South Ahican lcsislancc song,
Sonething l side So Stt'o g,
dclcgalos gavc Ccrry Adams a

standing ovation which lastcd
nlolr than Iivc minulcs. A largc
scrccn 10 thc right of tho stagc

showcd pictulcs oi all thc H
Ulock martyls and thc rclcasc ol'
POWs l'rom Maghaherry,
Portlaoisc and Long Kc.'sh last
yoar. It also showcd nationalisl
res idcnts undcr sicgc in
Carvaghy lioad, Porladow n,
whilc thousiLnds ol Orangcnton
including l)avid Trimhlc stagcd
rrtlss intinritlation at l)rumcrcc.

was on Justice and the
Community. It mostly dealr wilh
the issue of thc drugs mcnace in
Irish socicty: This incrcasing
problcm was discussed at length
by speakels fiom Beliast,
Dublin, Limcrick and Derry. I
also spokc during this dcbate as

thc H-Block cu ann had
proposcd a motion commending
all thosc activists involvcd in
tackling this crisis, arguing thc
nccd lbr a community rljsponse
throughout thc 32 countics.

The othcr k)pios debatcd on
Sunday wcrc thc upcoming
elcctions in thc Six Countics,
youth and thc con[ovcr-sial issue
of a woman's right to choose.
This lattcr motion was profrosed

.by the women POWs in
Maghaberry Jail. There was a list
ol 23 dclegates wishing to speak,
including mysclf. After rcading
thc molion and listening to thc
various dclcgatcs, I dccidcd to
support thc motion. Thc
rcsolulion in nry opinion was
simply that womcn in Irclantl
should havo thc right 1() lake
dccisions which allicl thcir own
bodics, ie sc II dctcrmination.
Evcn wilh an amcndnrcnt l-rom

thc Ard Chomhairlc, hoth thD
nlotion and amcndmcnt were
dcfuated by thc lloor.

Thc Ard Fhcis concluded
\tilh Anhrdn na bhl;iann s]0ng
by Lagan Vallcy Councillor,
PrdraiS O Maolchraoibhc. Ovcr
l0O motions were ratificd by this

An G16r Gafa, Summer 1996

year's Ard Fheis, on subjects as

diverse as the peace process,
political prisoners, policing,
economic issucs and social
justicc. But, as I said, the most
passionatc dcbate was the pro-
choice motion. Everyone
cxchanged their goodbyes,
confident in their tasks for the
ycar ahead.

Having "worked" all weekend
and knowing I had to return to
pdson ther tbllowing day, I was
takcn on a whirlwind tour of
Dublin's pubs and nightlil'c. I am
gratclul to my cxccllcnt company
and hosts lor thc cvening lor
giving me a night to remembel

- go raibh mile maith agaibh. I
was picked up the next morning
and we made our way back north
to Belfhst.

It.was both an honour and
privilegc to have represcntcd the
H-Blcrk cumann at Sinn Fdin's
90th Ard Fheis. It was a valuahle
lcaming expcriencc. I also hope
that I adcquatcly rcponed back to
my lellow POWS the lcclings
and viows of all those in
attcndancc at thc Ambassador
Cincma. I am also pleascd that
our six motions werc acceptcd
without amendmcnt. It should
givc cumann members in Irng
Kcsh conlldDncc that motions, 3,
5, 63, 75, lO7 and 123 were
ratilicd by thc 90th Ard Fheis.

By Mairtin Og Meehan I
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We were also shown the RUC
baton charSe on thc pople ol thc
Lower Ormcau Road last
summer. Finally we witncsscd
thc many Saoirse and all-party
talks rallies from all over the
country which were hcld during
thc IRA's ccss ation. The
atmosphcrc dt this point was
clcctric and for me was vcry
moving and cl-lective.

On Sunday moming I lcft my
billct and waited tbr thc 9.30am
bus to O'Connell Strcet. Likc
most inncr-city transpolt systcns
il did nol anivc. As it was gctting
latc I gol a taxi instcad.
Immcdiately thc driver askcd mc
was I lbr the Ambassador? A
liltlc bemuscd I answcred ycs
and asked how did ho gucss.
"Your Bcllast acccnt," wiN thc
rctort. This drivel was an
exccllcnt convcrsationalist and
dudng thc onc-minute ioumcy, I
hrard of his mafiagc problcms,
piralc taxis in thc cily and his
brothcr doing timc in Moun{ioy
li)I irssaulting a mcmbcr ol thc

-sardai. Hc droppcd nrc oll'
outsidc llurger King not lar Ifom
thc Ard Fhcis wilh a war-m
goGlbyc. So inlo this Anlcrican
nlullinational cstablishmcnt I
walkcd with lhc intcntion ol'
having a nicc cup ol tca and a
njad ovcr nry notcs lk)m thc day
bclbrc. t would havc gorlcn a

hctlcl cup ol tca in thc hascmcnt

ol Crunrlin lload Jail!
Thc lirst dchalc ol thc day
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Quot at ioRs
"I see SDLP representatives turning
up at British war comm€morations
with their poppies on but I don't see

them wearing Easter Lilies."

- Sinn F6in's justice spokesperson,
Barry McElduff, making light of the
claim by Denis Haughey (SDLP) that if
those who fought in 1916 were alive
today they would be members of his
party. Irish News,9 April 1996.

"What happened to the big IRA
bombing campaign which was
expected over Easter? Readers may
remenber that Mr Howard rushed
through parliament n€w emergency
powers for the police by telling
everyone this was going to haDpen.,.
In the event. there was no bombing
campaign but the police have still got
their new powers. No one, however,
seems lo mind. Nor does anything
point out that the IRA were angered
that the government had failed to set
a date for all-party talks, and that
subsequently the government set a
date for th€ talks; since then there
have been no further bombs. It
would help if, when d€aling with the
Irish question, p€ople would
occasionally acknowledge the
obvious,"

- Richard Ingrams' comments,
Observer Review, t4 April 1996.

"The British goyernment were
playing politics by dragging the
whole lhing oul. and hoping time
would kill off the gunman, and it was

a miscalculation. They should have
had the talks off the ground much
sooner. In some respects I have a lot
of sympathy with what Sinn F6in are
saying, because they were promised
that within three months they'd get

talks."

- Bob Gourley, trade unionist and
PUP candidate in the May election.
Irish News, 15 April 1996.

"They won't be wroth a penny
candle."

- Fergus Findlay, Anglo/Irish
negotiator, on the yalue of all-party
lalks without the participation of Sinn
F6in. the Sunday Tribute, 28 April
1996.

"I would also say if the Royal Ulster
Constabulary is continued to be
perceived as those who side with the
law breakers as against the law
keep€rs then I dread to think what
may happen if they day ever comes
when they succeed in causing the
Protestant peopl€ to rise up as one. I
would also say that this police force
rvould haYe no place to run and no
place to hide."

- Rev William Hoey addressing
fellow law keepers and Orangemen on
the Ormeau Road Bridge afier their
attempt to march over the rights of
Ormeau Road residents was thwa(ed.
28 April 1996.

"I have to do the marathon. It seems

like the only way unionist can get
down the Ormeau Road these days."

- Belfast Marathon runner, NerrJ
Letter,7 May 1996.

"Maybe I should repeat that last
r€sult, Sinn Fdin twenty-tryo-
thousand-three-hund red-and-fifty
five."

- The west Belfast electoral officer
savouring the historical moment 

- or
rubbing it in? Belfast City Hall, 3l
May 1996.

"The last to speak was Maria
Caraher who said that as a
republican and a woman she was
looking forward to playing a
constructive role in the peac€
process. But it seems she will be
doing it without her unionist
opponents in Newry and Armagh.
Perhaps in practice for th€ all-party
lalks, they made a deliberate point of
noisily waling out as she started her
speech."

- Irish News, I June 1996

Tea and buns lrere not the only
things on the menu in Seapatrick
Parish Hall in Banbridge. Sour
grapes were in bid demand among
the unionists as the newly-elected
Sinn F6in candidates addressed the
electorate.

Irish Nerts, 1 June 1996.

"Bob McCartney said he was going
to bring a breadth of fresh air to the
talks. Instead he brought Cedric
Wilson".

OUP's Security Spokespelson Kcn

Maginnis on one of the chicf clowns al

the Stormont circus. ll Junc 199(r.
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r'We hadn't $on anything but ry€

were so jubilant in the dressing room
afterwards ]ou'd thought we'd lifted
the European Championship... Mind
you, that feeling goes back long
before footbatl - all the way
through the centuries to the old
Braveheart days."

- Ex-Scottish soccer international,
Alex Mcleish, reminiscing about the
historic Scottish defeat over England
during the European Championships of
l98l supporting the marim "soccer is

not just a matter of life or death, it's far
nrore serious than that". Daily Record,

5 June 1996.
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TV Review:
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,-I-l HrS SERIES, wh ich

I sfran ned ciEht wccks
I durinp rhe winter nnd wis

sc.ecned ami'dst much hype and
publicity, was intended as a PR
excrcisc to show the "tme face" of
the RUC. The first programmc,
e|,L\llcd Routhe Enquirie.r, opcned
with a scene ir Dcrry of lwo pliin
clothcs RUC men driving an

unma*cd car past thc Emains of
bumt out vchiclcs on thc morline
altcr Blitish paratroopcrs Leg
Clcgg was relcascd from prison.
As thc two occupants of thc car
talkcd aloud aboul how this !rJs
the first scrious incident sincc th.
IRA ccssation ol Augu-rt I991.
thcy spottcd a largc articulaLed
lolry pa(kcd about 50 yards aqa)
al the sidc of thc road. Thc drir'.r
ol thc lor'ry was oul inspectine his
vchicles as thc IIUC mcn
approachcd, all th. !r hile
inlirr-nring thc vicwcr oi th.'ir
inlentionsi that b0ing popular and
flicndly guys, thcy would slop and

warn him ol thc dangcr ol g.ning
out ofis IolTy in a hostile arra.

"Hcllo thcrc, how )'a doingl'
said thc pcclcr,. masqucradins as a

concerncd mo1()risl.

"Howya doing'1" rhc bi-c

lricodly lorry dlivcr rcplicd in a

distiDclivc South l)crrJ acccnt.
"You in a bit of troublc l ask.J

lhc poclcr.
"No I'm jusL chcckin-g hcr.

Why?" said tho big lad. susficions
arcuscd as lhc two suils sntilcd at

hirn.

"Ah, wcll, thcrc's bccn I lsr
hits ol civil disodcr..."

llis suspicions conliflncd, lhc
loty drivcr walkcd hurricdly oul
ol- vicw as thc RUC nrafl
continucd:

"...in tho arca hclc, what I
would say is.iLtst Dove ou il-you
could"

Apafl lrom lhis incidcnt, which
w.ls accuratc in showing that lhc
IIUC prcscDcc is thc main sourcc
ol hostilily iD nationalist arcas, thc
bulk of thc lirst programmc was

spont lanni[g thc collcclivc IIUC

Thc sccond cpisodc,
chronicling lilc on thc holdcr,
liatur.d an IIUC ntrr stationL'd in

Crossmaglcr - oI XMG as it's
conrntonly known nDxntgst latqols
ol thc larnous snipcl who frequcnts
lhal locality. Thc llUC ntan spoko
ol hos cvcrything has becn
lhro*n at us" in XMG which I
lhoughl was undcrstatiog things
sonra*hill. Thc nonchllanco ol thc

filors in lhc Iou-llying helicoprcN
\hosD in this cpisodc rcnlindcd us

Lhrl lhc lilntinr was doDo during
lhc ccasc-llrc. Thc iItcnti()n ol this
pr'()gmnrnrc. *ould no douht have'

louchcd lhc hca(s ol- llalionillists
on thc Ol nrciru and Garvaghy
Iloads, who arc li)rcod lo livc

undcr sicgc during thc loyalist
marchiug scason - unpaid and
uDplotcctcd.

Thc third prcgranlnrc in thc
scrics, Tho Crown vs Johnny
Adair, outlincd how Adair, a

lcading loyalist lrom thc Shankill
Road, Ioose talkcd his way into a
I6-ycar prison scnlcncc. The plarl
[o snare Adair was the brainchild
of Acting Dcputy Chict Constahlc
Ilonnic Flanagan (who incidcnlally
is onc ol- tha fltorc cl-lcclivc Pll
nlon in thc liUC). Adrir's
itlbrasivcncss, his l11indlcss hoasting
aboul killing Catholics, doing
()hbcrics to supplcmcnt his dolc
aod ahout loyalist dnrg taking was

rcvcaling in that il showcd that thc
hyalisl connnunily nrust ccflainly

,t
bc hard up for herocs. This was
one of the most publiciscd of the
prcgramnrs and was a classic PR
exercise which attcmpted, by
showing the arrcst of Adair and his
gang, to portray the RUC as an
"impartial" policc forcc (and
protcclors of nationaljsts).
Uolbflunatciy for Flanagan and co,
the hisloly of RUC collusion with
loyalisl dcath squads is so well
documcntcd that evcn Saatchi and
Saatchi couldn't havc pulled fiis
onc off. What this programme
really showcd was how loyalism is
controllcd by thc state to carry out
dirty decds when rcquired and to
lakc the rap whcn thcse dceds
bccome politically cmbarrassing.
Thc day hcfo|e this programme
was duc to bc broadcast Johnny
Adilir willkcd oll thc loyalist wings
in thc H-lllocks and sought
saDctuary in thc prison hospilal.
Whclhcr this was duc to a lalcnt
cmbarrassmcrl on his part ol
whclhcr things wcrc said that hc

ltarcd would bc aircd on thc
programmc remains unclcar. He
rcturncd lo lhc loyalist wings a lcw
days latcr.

Ep isodc lbur, which was
hroadcast on.1 January, was lhc
crudcsl cxlnrplc ol this dooncd
l'll cxct'cisc. Thc main charactcrs
iI lhis showing, thrcc RUC mcn
and thcir Icnulc collcaguc, wLrre so

palljntly unnalural that I cringcd
Ior thc lull 25 minutcs ol rhc
programmc. Whon thc two "cops
on the bcat" callcd into Paddy
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I)evlin's house for tea and buns. I
squirmcdl (Devlin's obvious
bittcrness towards republicans has

made him quite a sad figure thesc

days). The RUC woman talked
about sexual harassment frcm the

female colleagues and hcr "nice
house and lovely kitchen" in
Hollywood, County Down, while
the boys just talked about boys

things. Thero was reference too

about there being no "bad apples"

in the RUC barrel and of the
absence of discrimination. Ail saiil

with straight faces too. In order to

portray the RUC as some sort of
Dixon of Dock Green type
community policc, plastic-bullet
guns (de riguer for "community
policing" RUC style) were
conveniently left back at barracks

on this particular day.

Tho longthy career of l>tective
Chief Superintendent Eric
Andersons was detailed in the fifth
episode. Anderson, who was
instrumental in arresting and

corlvicting the loyalist killers
responsible for the gun attack on

the pub in Greysteel, outlined his
philosophy for successr "Lead
from the front." This was similar to

the programme about Adair in
showing the RUC success in
aresting and convicting loyalists.
Fortunately for nationalists and

unfortunately for this particular
loyalist death squad, thoir latest

killiogs werc dcemod politically-
cmbarrassing and had rondered
them expendable. However,
Andemons did not iovestigatc how

the loyalist dcath squad came by
its guns - since the same British
government also arms the RUC

and pays Anderson's wages, This
programme epitomised what was

wrong with the whole series - the

complete lack of substance. For

example, the detection of the
killers was basically summed up in

the following way: "We kncw who

they were, we arrested thcm nnd

they admitted everything." It
didn't actually show any of the

good detective work talked about.

Grantcd there are security (and

political) rcosons as to why the

RUC don't wish to divulge their
methods. which is undcrstandable

The writing on the wall says it all!

from their point of view, but why
then call the programme hlside the
RUC when it quite obviously isn't.

Detective Kevin Sheehy's drug

busters were next. This wasn'I
exaclly intriguing stulf and did not

show the relationship between the

RUC and local drug dealers, many

of whom aro used as petty
informers; ncither did it cxamine
Britain's counterinsurgency tactic
of flooding nationalist areas with
drugs in order to undermine
community morale. It did contain

raw language in abundance,
however, and some ol the
undercover drug-squad detectivcs

looked the part with their beards,

hippio hairstyles and drcss. The
ability ol a lone RUC nun to walk
into o house, through the front
door using his own kcy, and comc

out a minuto or so later with
f50,000 worth of ecslasy tablcls
was amazing - though I couldn't
understand why he didr't wait to

catch the infomler, I mean dealcr,
(samc thing really!) red handcd.

There was a fair bit of attempted

door kicking in this episodc (the

DMSUs are clearly more
experienced at kicking doors in)
and also a fcw scenes of men

hiding ir bushes. The amateurish

methods employed by Sheehy's

drug busters left me with the

thought of the ageing hippie from

the Shon Stnnd who was anested

by the RUC in 1968 for smoking

cannabis. On being told that hc

was being bustcd his immortal
response was: "Yous Iot couldn't
bust me ifI was a balloon."

The penultimate showing 7/re

Middlemen, featured two
extremely fricndly beat-walking
chaps, one Protcstallt and one

Catholic. The Catholic sergeant
joined the police band bccausc his

wife felt it would be safer than

nolmal duties. An appropriate joke

about becoming "top brass' would
have went down well here but the

saxophone-sucking sergeant was

far too sgrious for that. He saw

himself as a career man - or a

"3o-year man" as it's refered to.

The big jovial Protcstant had

almost cortrplcted his 3o-ycar stint
,nd lhe l-act lh,rt he r0maincd a

constablc didn't secm to fazc him

at all. In lact hc sccmed quite
proud of this achicvcmcnt. A
gcnuincly rema*able achieveme!rt

on his part was the fact that not
only had he never, in all his 30
yea6 as an llUC man been callcd
upon to use his gu[, hc'd never
even produced his baton in all this

time! And cowboys don't oat
beansl! The thought occurrcd to
me that hid suporiom would have

him postod to XMG after thcsc

rcvelations. This was basically a

crude attempt, by showing a

Catholic and Protestant walking
the beat togelher, to portray the

RUC as a nonsectarian force.

The final episode of thc se os

cnlitled Wor or Peoce, broadcast a

week before the IRA bomb
exploded at Canary Wharf, was

intended as "a day in the life" of
the RUC Chief Constable Hugh
Annesley and introduced us to his

lnverness bom wifo. The fact that

Dublin born Annesley met his
Scottish wife in London underlined

his cosmopolitan bona fides and

was proof of his objectivity when

dealing with peoplo of a different
nationality or political or religious
persuasion - or so we were told.
(That being a police Chief
Constablc wasn't eRough to tostify

to this says more about the RUC
than I think thc programmc makers

rcaliscd.) During tho course of this

programme wc wcro lreated to a
lcw behind-the-scencs glimpses of
thc top men - there evidently
arcn't any top womcn in thc RUC.

Theac was also the customary
photo opportunity with American
President Bill Clinton. Anncsloy's
remarks in relation to the internal

difficu lties wilhin the RUC
includcd the profound comment:

"[f a clock is losing timc you don't
break it - you fix it." If thcrc is

one redccming feature about this

scies, from an RUC point of view,

it is the fact that they now havc a

ncw weapon of torture in their
armoury I for onc would admit

to anything if lorced to watch this

again !

By Paddy Devenny,

Long Kesh I
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