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CHILLING
H-~-BLOCKS

A FOURTH CHRISTMAS ‘on the blanket’ is the chilling
prospect facing Republican prisoners in the H-Blocks of Long
Kesh. Battered, naked and half-starved though they are, the
380 blanket men remain proud and defiant in their stand
against the violence of the prison regime which is inflicting
cruel punishment upon them for their refusal to accept the
‘criminal’ status conjured up for them by the British - for
purely propaganda purposes.

The latest tattered communication smuggled out of the H5-Block
indicates that the warders most recent brutality victim is a young
Belfast man, Michael Gorman from Ardoyne, who during an obscene
body search on Thursday,-a week ago; was-punched on the head and
face and suffered bruising and a cut lip.

RESISTANCE

But certainly things are not going the way the British want. The
resistance and sacrifice of the men (who are taking part in the longest
protest ever, by so many Republican prisoners) the staunchness of their
relatives, the unbowed vitality of the people protesting on the streets,
and the striking power of the IRA (who have struck down warders
doing Britain’s dirty work), have all combined to thwart Britain's
‘criminalisation’ plans. Plans which increasingly are, and are seen to be,
irrel as the IRA fully pursues the national liberation struggle
pushing back the ‘criminalisation’ / ‘Ulsterisation’ / ‘normalisation’
policy of the Mason era, incidentally bringing with this success the

d threat of which would blatantly contradict the
H-Blocks.

ATMOSPHERE
Without wishing to raise premature hopes of victory in the H-Blocks

(hopes which have already been raised and dashed too. often).it is.

possible to see signs of a new atmosphere emerging even within estab-
i circles. | are under pressure from Republi-
cans inside and outside the jails as Brit pawns in the front-line of the
struggle and this pressure was reflected last week by the public state-
ment of a British-government-backed prison welfare organisation, the
Northern Ireland Association for the Care and Resettlement of
Offenders.

The association’s newsletter stated: “The ‘dirty protest’ clearly
shook the prison service in 1978 and placed the staff concerned under
great strain.” 1t went on to comment about the recent Report on The
Administration of the Northern Ireland Prison Service: “Although the
tone of the Report is not openly critical of those who made the
political decision to end “Special Category Status’, it comes over very
clearly that the prison service is paying a considerable price for main-
taining the political deadlock”.

On the ‘squalor’ in the H-Blocks the association says “it is hard to
avoid the conclusion that the particular political decision which pro-
voked it was misguided.”

AMNESTY

Even more importantly, last d it was led that A y
International have expressed concern in their annual report about
conditions in the H-Blocks and have written to the British government
requesting that H-Block prisoners get adequate exercise and occupation-
al facilities (like reading and writing facilities in their cells), and not be
confined to their cells for long periods. Amnesty’s concern is typical of
a slowly emerging concern in | and international i
circles on a purely humanitarian basis. (However in line with their
general policy Amnesty do not support political status for the prisoners.)

The British government’s response to both the Northern welfare ass-
ociation and Amnesty International is typically defensive of their
H-Block barbarity. (The Brits are particularly sensitive on this issue
being well aware of their crimes.)

Direct-ruler Michael Alison slammed the director of the welfare
association - who ironically is named Mr. Warden - accused him of
‘misguidedly espousing’ the cause of the prisoners and stated that to
compare the H-Blocks to dieval g s ¢

The Brits’ position on Amnesty International is simple. So fright-
ened are they of what would be discovered they refuse to allow an
Amnesty team to visit and investigate the blocks.

COMMITTEE

Meanwhile the newly-formed broad-based National H-Block
Committee is continuing to gather support and this Sunday (beginning
1p.m.) the ing of an open fi in Dublin’s Mansion House

to elect a Southern-based sub-committee is, in the words of its chair-
man An tAth. Piaras O’Duill, “part of a new and determined effort to
resolve the jssue of the H-Blocks”.

All Republicans plus those who deplore - even purely on non-politi-

cal ds - Britain’s of the ‘blanket men’, are
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Nationalist Noises
Whilst Repressing Republicans

A TUNE
REPEATEDLY

PLAYED

IF TALKING could get us our Republic we would have had it years ago. The
election of Charles Haughey to Free State premier will bring it no nearer,
except perhaps to halt for Fianna Fail their disastrous drift away from
nationalism with Haughey making ‘official’ the popular demand for Irish

unity.
Haughey'may well attempt
to go back to making national-

ist noises to satisfy folk whilst |

simultaneously repressing re-
publicans for supposedly hind-
ering re-unification - a Free
State tune written by Michael
Collins and W.T. Cosgrave, but
since the thirties repeatedly
played by Fianna Fail. How-
ever, he will be mindful of the
fact that Lynch’s collaborat-
ion with the British played its
part in his downfall.
Nevertheless republicans can be
sure of the squeeze from a man
who was part of an administration
which used internment as a weapon
against the Republican Movement
twenty years ago, and Hauéhsv's
intentions will be gauged from the
continuation, or not, of the special
non-jury courts, the RTE ban on
Sinn Fein and the deployment of
the garda task force in border areas.
The Brits have no intention of
being talked out of Ireland. Their
brazenness can be seen in. their
demands after Narrow Water and
Mountbatten for an air-corridor
(over which Lynch capitulated) and
for the right of ‘hot pursuit’. They
conveniently ignore the fact that
inside the six-counties despite
massive repression and the impris-
onment of over a thousand republi-
cans, they have failed to intimidate

by the IRA challenges the political
values of all who stand idly by.

[’he armed struggle being waged

the nationalist people or reduce
resistance.

Britain’s dirty war against the
nationalist people continues and
Free State collaboration gives them
a real bonus, both physically and in
propaganda, There is no sign of
collaboration being abandoned, in-
deed the signs at Haughey's press
conference and his cabinet appoint-
ments indicate that collaboration is
just to take a more subtle form.

The Brits can also draw encour-
agement from their activities con-

shift it,
e

sidering the way they were treated
last Monday. At Courtbane in
County Louth (just south of the
border) a farmer discovered eight
British soldiers hiding in his pig-sty.
No doubt they were acting on
information supplied by Princess
Margaret, but the Brits through
either sheer buffoonery or con-
tempt for the intelligence of Irish
people said they were sheltering
from bad weather!

A search of the area revealed
that under a bridge a spy-post had
been constructed from stolen bales
of hay and an iron gate.

Despite local protests there were
no prosecutions of these gunmen
under the Offences Against the
State Act, just a garda escort up to
the border. One law for the Irish, a
privileged one for the British.

The armed struggle being waged
by the IRA challenges the political
values of all who stand idly by.
Sham nationalist leaders like Fitt
and Lynch have found themselves
obsolete against  the raised
consciousness of the people.

Haughey likes to give the
impression that he is an authentic
part of genuine nationalist desire.
But he will not talk the Brits out
of lreland. He; will not get the
Brits out of lIreland. The only
thing the British government
understands is force and force is
the only power on earth that will
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Haughey
papers over
the cracks

THE ONLY CERTAIN THING about Charles J.

Haughey, new leader of Fianna Fail and Free State
premier, is that he is one hard professional politic-
ian. His much vaunted reputation as a ‘republican’
is based on the ‘Arms Trial’ of 1970 and his
subsequent non-condemnation of the IRA -~ a
matter which he was quick to change on his elect-

ion as leader.

However he did achieve his
position mainly because of the
recognition by the party’s
grassroots that there is a popu-
lar desire for reunification and
a corresponding dissatisfaction
with the handling of the North

by successive Free State
governments.
This deep-rooted feeling has

played a part in the fall of success-
Ive governments and more recently
in the rejection of Lynch’s personal
campaign in Cork following his
pandering to Thatcher. Successive
governments have chosen to ignore
this , ;and certainly if the hysteric-
al speeches in Leinster House on
Haughey'’s premiership are anything
to go by the Fine Gael and Labour
members still choose to ignore it. It
remains 10 be seen if Haughey has
recognised this basic political reality.

Fianna Fail ‘republicans’ have in
the past imprisoned, interned,
hung, shot, starved and tortured
Irish republicans whilst still pro-
claiming their ‘true republicanism’.

e —————

BY DAMIEN O'ROURKE

l

They can easily do it again,
Haughey himself was at the Free
State Ministry of Justice during
internment in 1960 and 1961 and
as Minister for Justice reintroduced,
after twenty years, the military
tribunals to try and sentence repub-
licans.

Son of a Free State army officer
Haughey became an accountant and
barrister but quickly entered
Leinster House. The source of his
vast fortune has never been explain-
ed, but he is known to have been
involved in extensive property spec-
ulation in the sixties.

Apart from the Free State
Department of Justice he has also
been at Agriculture and Finance,
and since his years in the wilderness
after the Arms Trial he came back
in the present Fianna Fail govern-
ment with responsibility for Health
and Social Welfare.

Although brought to power by a

classic backbench revolt, Haughey
has had to placate the overthrown
establishment. Only one or two
cabinet ministers voted for him and
the campaign between himself and
Colley was as bitter as when it start-
ed in 1966, with the added split
between party leaders and back
benchers.

But whatever their differences,
politicians always have an eye on
the next election and a split party
has no chance. The process of
papering over the cracks had to be
done immediately or not at all,

The retention of Colley as
Tanaiste obviously comes under
this heading. Collins continues at
the Justice Department as an
indication  that ‘security’ s
unchanged. The transfer of Padraig
Faulkner from Posts and Télegraphs
to Defence indicates that nothing
will happen there either, O'Malley
is to remain at  Industry,
Commerce and Energy although
his department is to be altered and
Wilson at Education and Barret at
Environment probably remain at
their old posts because they are not
as antagonistic to Haughey as
others, 2

There are of coumiigniﬁcnm
changes, the old score with Jim
Gibbons (who was chief prosecut-
ion witness in the Arms Trial) was
finally settled - he goes out.

‘Martin O’Donoghue and his De-
partment of Economic Planning
who were the proponents of Fianna

CHARLES J.

despite any nationalist rhetoric,

HAUGHEY
—The millionaire’s smile. Of one thing we can be sure,

his regime will be of

no benefit to working-class people.

Fail’s failed economic policies have
been firmly tipped overboard, and
the appointment of O’Kennedy to
the other economic ministry -
Finance - in place of Colley, clear-
ly means something else will be
tried, and is regarded as a sign that
Haughey will be very much on top
in this area. Also his supporters
Reynolds, Power and McSharry,
have been rewarded with top jobs,
and lesser posts will yet be found
for more.

The future

policies of the

Haughey government are of course,
as yet unclear. They will be along,
conservative economic lines and
the first display of the tough
Haughey touch could well be in
industrial relations. He has express-
ed himself in favour of legislation
to curb trade unionists and the fact
that Gene Fitzgerald stays on at the
Department of Labour where he has
been preparing anti-union legislat-
ion could bode ill for workers
struggling to improve their
situatior. The more things change...

The binmen’s case:

NOT A LOAD OF RUBBISH

THE DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL binmen’s strike has now entered its
third weex and there are still no signs of settlement between the council
and the union involved, AGEMOU. The strike involves four hundrec
workers, seventy-five, of whom at the Robin Hood depot in Clondalkin,
were sacked because of industrial action taken by them in protest
against non-consultation over extension of refuse collection routes. The
rest of the workers on strike are out in solidarity with these men.

Binmen have called a ‘stop’ to the load of rubbish

imposed on them by Dublin County Council,

who

have extended their routes without consultation

Paul
dispute - a
sacked men.

Rooney spoke last week, on behalf of An Phoblacht/
News to Ciaran Holohan, a young worker involved in the
member of AGEMOU, he is on strike in support of the

—_———- e ———_————

AP/RN: Who do you consider to
be at fault in this dispute?
C.H.: Definitely Dublin County

its workers from every workplace
out on strike, Any other militant
unions would support us. It would
be a direct chall

Council. There was an agl
between the council and the bin-
men which mapped out the routes
for collection. But the council
ignored this and extended routes
without  consultation. Workers’
views are never taken into account,
we are always blamed for every
dispute, but this is not true. The
whole situation lies in bad manage-
ment on the part of the council.

AP/RN: A number of your work-
mates have appeared in court after
ignoring High Court injunctions
banning them from picketing, but
the council backed down on the
threat of imprisonment. What do
you think of this?

C.H.: It was expected, that the
council would back down, | can tell
you If any of those workers had
been put away, there would have
been an uproar, My union the
AGEMOU would pull every one of

AP/RN: What is your opinion of
the use of state legislation against
workers in dispute?

C.H.: | think it's a threat against
workers, who are trying to improve
their working conditions. Injunct-
ions have no real effect, béecause
when workers are confronted with
injunctions or threat of imprison-
ment, it only makes us more deter-
mined to win.

AP/RN: Under what conditions
will you consider going back to
work?

C.H.: We will only go back, when
the 756 men are reinstated and com-
pensated for loss of earnings - and
that includes all those who have
come out in support. We also want
to be consulted on any changes in
our working conditions.

INTERVIEW
BY PAUL ROONEY

AP/RN: Why have the other
unions, the ITGWU and FWUI gone
back or stayed at work in this
dispute?

C.H.: The reasons are because the
ITGWU and the FWUI agreed terms
with the County Council at meet-
ings to which our union was not
invited. AGEMOU is disliked for its
militancy, and because of this the
employers and the Congress unions
are trying to break its resistance.
Mind you some members of these
unions are militant but unfortun-
ately their leaders are not.

AP/RN: Why are you a member of
AGEMOU?

C.H.: It's a good militant union,
which backs every dispute its mem-
bers are involved in, win or lose.
AGEMOU are trying to change the
present trade union system of
centralisation. That's the reason
why members of other-unions are
leaving to join us as is the case at
Data and Telecommunications.

AP/RN: Finally, do you believe in
free collective bargaining, as against
centralised bargaining?

-H.: | believe in tree collecitve
bargaining. | believe decisions
should be made at shop floor level.
After all it's the workers who are
trying to improve their conditions,
and it should be they who decide.
I'm  totally against centralised
bargaining, where all negotiations
are controlled by union bureaucrats,
who are often divorced from the
real issues facing workers today.
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Waterside area.

—Devastating

IRA ATTACKS against commercial targets continued with devastating
success in Derry and Lisburn , a week ago. Also a hotel in Warrenpoint

was gutted last weekend. Then on Wednesday in South Armagh four
Brits had a lucky escape when a truck they were travelling in was wrec-

ked by a bomb , but none of the occupants were seriously injured.

WEDNESDAY 5th DECEMBER
Derry

An active service unit from the
IRA’s Derry Brigade launched a
devastating van-bomb attack against
commercial targets in the city’s
Waterside area during the evening.

The 300 Ib. bomb was ‘expertly”
detonated by the British military
firing shots at it, shortly after
10.30p.m. The bomb virtually de-
molished a post office and an estate
agent’s office, and twelve shops are
expected to be demolished. The
highly successful attack damaged
more than fifty premises at an esti-
mated cost of several million pounds,
including half-a-million  pounds
worth of stock in one large shop.
The blast rattled windows in the
city’s Shantallow district, more
than three miles away. The bomb
was placed in Spencer Road in. a
van which had been commandeered
earlier by three armed IRA
volunteers,

Adequate telephone warnings
were given to ensure that no civilian
casualties ensued.

Ironically tha Mayor of Derry,
Councillor Pat Devine, had been
telling guests at an insurance insti-
tute dinner about the city’s mistaken
television image of ‘violence’ when
the massive bomb went off a few
hundred yards away from where he
was speaking at the Everglades
Hotell

THURSDAY 6th DECEMBER
Lisburn

Four bombs exploded within
twenty minutes of each other in the
centre of the garrison town of
Lisburn in ‘the early afternoon as
the IRA once more struck decisively
against commercial targets.

Three shops in Market Square
were devastated by three of the
bombs and a fourth bomb damaged
a solicitor’s office in Bow Street. It
took firemen nearly three hours to
deal with the Market Square blaze
and extra fire tenders were called in
from Dromore and Belfast,

A telephone warning ensured
that the town centre was evacuated
and there were no civilian injuries,

During their meeting, in the

All the operations referred to here
were claimed in supplied statements
by the Irish Republican Army.

evening, Lisburn council suspended
their standing orders in order to de-
bate the bombings. One loyalist
councillor, William McAllister, des-
perately called for the recruitment
of a ‘home guard’ to patrol the
town's streets and another, Seamus
Close, thought it a good time to
publicly expose his sectarian hatred
and ranted on about ‘sub-human
beings’.
FRIDAY 7th DECEMBER

Belfast

Jamal Fashions a shop in Belfast's
Upper Street was the target for an
afternoon bomb attack. However
the shop owner foolishly incurred
unnecessary personal risk by remov-
ing the bomb from the shop where-
upon it was detonated - from a safe
distance - by the military.
Derry

Another commercial target was
hit in Derry: McDonnell and
Duncan’s electrical goods shop in
Great James Street. The bomb
exploded at 10.30p.m. starting a
fire which caused some damage.
Telephone warnings ensured that
the street was clear of civilians.

SATURDAY 8th DECEMBER
Derry

A British military land-rover
patrol was fired on in Derry's
Creggan estate. But the IRA volun-
teer who fired eight high-velocity
shots failed to score any hits on
military personnel although at least
one shot did hit the vehicle.

No enemy fire was returned and
the active service unit went safely
back to base. The land-rover was
near the junction of Bligh's Lane
and Creggan Heights at the time of
the well-laid ambush.

gt e

the IRA's response a few hours
later was to fire a further shot
which only narrowly missed a Brit
patrol as it moved along Creggan
Street in the estate.

Warrenpoint

A hotel in Warrenpoint, County
Down (atown whose name sends
shudders down the spines of the
British military, who can not forget
their loss of eighteen soldiers )
was the target for an extremely
successful IRA bomb attack during
the evening.

Three armed IRA volunteers
entered the Seven Steps Hotel at
about half-past-six and warned staff
and guests to leave as they planted
bombs around the bar. Two of the
bombs exploded twenty minutes
later starting a blaze which firemen
were unable to fight as they were
wisely wary of further bombs.
Shortly afterwards a third- bomb
exploded as the fire spread through
the building.

The hotel was totally gutted.

WEDNESDAY 12th DECEMBER
South Armagh

A massive 400lb, bomb hidden
in a cattle truck was detonated in
a Warrenpoint-style bomb attack at
lunch-time when two Brit lorries
drove along the Newry to Camlough
road near Bessbrook.

The blast disintegrated the
cattle truck and wrecked one of the
two lorries although two Brits at
the back of the truck incredibly
escaped serious injury. Altogether
there were four soldiers in the lorry
all from the Welsh Guards Regiment
but the other two also escaped
uninjured.

Four residents from a housing
estate half-a-mile away from the
blast were treated for shock. In
claiming responsibility for the
ambush the IRA stated that all
reasonable precautions to avoid
civilian casualties had been taken.

Eight months ago (on Tuesday
17th April) the IRA were more

A massive ‘foll p’
ory operation was launched in the
Creggan estate by the military who
not surprisingly failed to locate
either volunteers or arms. Typically

s sful along this stretch of road
when they detonated a massive
bomb hidden in a van which disin-
tegrated an RUC landrover killing
four RUC men.

FITTING ALLIES

THE MUCH—HATED lormer SOLP \wader Gerry Fitt, and the equally-hated
Vanguard leader Willlam ‘shootto-kill’ Craig went on a joint walkabout in
Belfast city contre on Saturday afternoon

The purpose of this chesp (televised) publicity stunt, soart !rem boosling
their overdeveloped senses of importance, was (o mk Chrisirmas shoppers
what they thought of the proposed Atkins' conference. A conference whome
rejection by the SOLP led to Fitt’s resignation from the party, and whase rejection
by the Official Unionist Party may well lead to Craig’s resignation from thet party

That the slavish Fitt should seek & partner — evan for a one-olf stunt — in the
bitterly sectarian Craig, is indicative of the depths 1o which Fitt will stoop to
pleass his British pay-masters. In the event, Fitt hardly surprisingly, announced
100% support from the ‘ordinary rman in the street’ for the Atkins’ ‘peacs initiative’
- a perfect percentage which must lead even the most gullible observer (o wonder
Just who was foeling who

New Year Conjerence

THE DELAYED Atkins party conference may well gt undervay in the New Year
The British government have been pushing shead with practical arrangements for
the conference, including making offices ready in Stormont. They are, of course,
quite happy 10 hold the conference without the Official Unionists and to deal
with Paisley as representative of the ‘Protestant People”

The SDLP despite their stalling are now expected to attend as “Catholic’ repre
sentatives under the leadership of John Hume after some suitable formula is
found allowing them to mention the ‘Irish dimension’. In fact following last
Saturday’s talks between Hume and Atkins, an SDLP spokesman said definite pro-
gress had been made at the meeting towards resolving the SDLP’s criticism of the
published agenda for the talks. Hume is 10 meet with Atkins again on Saturday
and is to have a special ‘audience’ with Brit premier Margaret Thatcher before the
end of the year. Thatcher has taken a close personal interest in pursuing the war
in Ireland following the assassination of her close friend and advisor Airey Neave,
and given her understandable lack of confidence in the idiot Atkins.

Internment

IN A ‘DEBATE' in Westminster on Tuesday on the ritual renewal of the Emer-
gency Provisions Act in the North, Di phrey Atkins the
need to retain the provision for internment in the act. He said: “/ cannot dismiss,
as a practical matter, the that the g mught find it Y
in the future, however , to ro-il jon. While that possibil-
ity remains, and while there is no marked improvement in the security situation,
it would be foolish to allow the provision to lapse.” The order renewing the act
was approved by 143 votes to 18.

Hold~Up Denials

THE BELFAST BRIGADE of the IRA have denied any involvement in a number
of robberies in nationalist areas of the city: last Thursday’s robbery at a bookies
in the Markets area (when a number of shots were fired); and then on Monday,
armed raids at the Twinbrook Post Office and at Maguire’s Garage on the Falls
Road. The IRA pointed out that “such activity within the nationalist ghettoes
only makes harder the already difficult existence which our people have”.

Invasion

AN INVASION of the six-counties by the Free State army .is  not to be ruled out
after the election of Charlie Haughey as Free State premier according to one
Unionist party leader. This ridiculous claim was made on Tuesday evening by
Ernest Baird, the leader of the United Ulster Unionist Party (the hard-line loyalist
group which left Craig’s Vanguard party when he espoused ‘voluntary coalition’).

Such a claim provides further evidence of just what a fantasy world such
Unionists live in. Baird, the leader of a tiny splinter group, used his claim to back-
up a call for Unionists to unite (behind him?) “before Haughey and his supporters
batter us to pulp”l

Phone or be lijted

TWENTY—-TWO-YEAR—OLD Eamonn McCoubrey of Springhill Avenue, Belfast,
was arrested out of his bed at half-pastsix last Saturday morning and taken to
Springfield Road barracks, where for four hours the British military unsuccessfully

intimi him into ing a tout. Wisely, upon his release
Eamonn McCoubrey took the only line of defence and publicised this attempt
which is in fact the Brits second atempt.

On Saturday the Brits demanded to know why he hadn’t phoned them as told
to do when last arrested. He was also shown books of people’s photographs and
was asked if he knew any of them and if he had recently seen anything ‘suspicious’.
He was offered money and was warned that if he didn't phone with information
he would be ‘lifted’ every week until he did so. He was told to ring (Belfast)
23239 and ask for Gary.

Remand Man batoned

BRENDAN MEAD (Belfast), a remand prisoner in ‘A’ wing, Crumlin Road jail,
suffered a vicious attack by several prison warders on Wednesday 28th November.
He was hit with a bunch of keys and when he tried to defend himself more warders
laid into him with batons. He was trailed to the punishment cells in ‘B’ wing
where he was further batoned and dragged across the cell by the hair. He was
knocked nearly senseless, his nose bloodied, eye blacked and suffered bruising to
his body, To add insult to injury he was sentenced to three days solitary confine-
ment ‘on the boards’ and twenty-eight-days loss of remission and ‘privileges’.

Short Strand Protest

AN H-BLOCK PROTEST, organised by the local Martin Tracey Sinn Fein
cumann, was held in the Short Strand area of East Belfast on Sunday afternoon.
The protest marked the end of the third year on the blanket for local man Sean
McVeigh.

Led by the Cathal Brugha band, the march paraded around the perimeter of
the ghetto before ending at the LESA club for speeches and a performance of the
H-Block sketch, The meeting was chaired by Mary McDermott, Belfast comhairle
ceantair Sinn Fein, and speeches were given by former blanket-man Ned Brown
and Fra McCann.

Ned Brown who made a strong appeal for active support for the prisoners
ended by pointing to the large number of children present and proclaiming
“Unless you do something about the H-Blocks, these children will end up in there
too.”

Fra McCann described what a ‘'wing shift’ really means - an exercise in brutal-
ity and degradation by the warders against naked defenceless prisoners and recall-
ed that last Christmas in the H-Blocks meant only another round of beatings and
of cold inedible food.
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Emotional brutality against

Derry mother and daughters

BY TERESA O'DWYER

A PARTICULARLY CRUEL and upsetting camp-
aign of emotional brutality is being directed in
Derry against a widowed Bogside mother and her
seven daughters. A recent series of harassment
incidents at the hands of Brits (and RUC and UDR)
culminated on Thursday 29th November when an
obscene letter arrived, containing lurid threats of
degrading sexual violence. The letter apparently
marks a further sinister development in British
army harassment of the Anderson family of

Lisfannon Park.

Often fifty-year-old
Elizabeth Anderson’s home is
raided when she is there alone
‘or with only her fifteen-year-
old daughter Sheena. She sus-
pects that members of the
current raiding parties are the
authors of this threatening and
vicious letter.

This harassment means that
Mrs. Anderson is now under
sedation, while others in her
family are on valium,

Previous Brit harassment has in-
cluded implicit and explicit sexual
threats against the family. In April
of last year a secret British army
observation post was discovered in
a derelict house directly opposite
theirs. The post had powerful direct-
ional microphones and a camera
trained on the house - and therefore
on the Anderson sisters’ bedroom.

OBSCENE CALLS

A series of obscene phone calls
were received over a period of
months. When their telephone was
officially monitored for two months
no further obscene calls were re-
ceived. But within half-an-hour of
the cessation of the monitoring, an-
other obscene call was received (in-

dicating Brit,
involvement).
Subsequently the family got
an ex-directory number and the
calls stopped until the current
British  regiment, the Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers, embarked on
the current series of harassment
raids. Since then, two obscene
phone calls have been received.

or perhaps RUC,

RAIDS

The receipt of the obscene letter
was proceeded by a series of raids -
four in one week - and the arrest of
Mrs. Anderson and two daughters
by the UDR on the previous day.

On Friday 23rd November the
Brits raided the Anderson home at
eleven o‘clock at night and spent
over an hour strewing i

MRS. ELIZABETH ANDERSON

—She is now under sedation following a series
of harassment raids by the British army; a

about, pawing over clothing, search-
ing the sugar bowl believe it or not,
as well as searching the loft.

On Saturday 24th November the
Andersons were put under ‘house
arrest’ for an hour when Mrs.
Anderson refused to answer census
questions for a Brit patrol. (Even
under emergency legislation the
Brits have noright to take a.census.)
Their response was to surround the
house and let no one enter or leave.
At half-past-eleven at night half-a-
dozen jeep loads of Brits cordoned
off* the area and raided the house

of ob phone calls against her
and her daughters; and an obscene letter
containing  appalling  specific  threats of

sexual violence.

year tine and Nf)'"un,)
who is in her twenties and , Youne
couple were arrested when their car
was stopped by the UDR g, de
Derry. All five were taken 1o Strang
Road RUC barracks for questig, ng
before being rgnnnd. Christing
who Is pregnant, was interrogay,(
for two-and-a-half hours, dy, ng
which time threats were made 1,
‘you’ll have your baby in Arrny‘y‘
jail’, and that ‘the UDA wi| gt
your baby’. She was also subjecteq
to the usual degrading remarks,

On Thursday 29th Novembe,
the home of Noeleen, (the oth,,
daughter arrested the day befors)
was raided and her husband arregy
ed by the Brits.

On the same morning at 11 a p,
three British army jeeps roared up
to the Anderson’s home and jump
ed out in full riot gear. Some of th,
Brits made ‘monkey faces’ into the
house but the whole ot left in te,
minutes.

At noon, the postman deliversq
a letter which had been postmarkeq
at only half-past-ten that same
morning. Scrawled on the outside
was ‘Fuck the Pope’ and ‘Upp
rule’.

It contained appallingly specific
threats of sexual violence and per.
version and was obviously a groyp
effort, and can only be the work of
sick minds. After the letter arrived,
harassment continued.

The next day, Friday 30th
November, a car leaving the
Anderson’s house which included
Isobel, one of the sisters who isin
her twenties,and some. friends, was
stopped by the Brits.

Helen, another sister who is in
her twenties, went up to see what
the matter was. She was told by the
Brits that they were taking car and
driver to Fort George, and then two
Brits climbed into the car with their
rifles. Helen objected, but the Brits
reply was to slam the back door on
her face, very painfully. Meanwhile
the RUC arrived, and directed all
the car’s occupants be arrested.
ile another Brit grabbed a

for three hours, including spending
one hour in the loft, where they re-
fused to allow Mrs. Anderson to
acompany them.

The raiding party went through
every article in the house making
crude remarks and laughing as they
paid special attention to pawing
through underclothes and sanitary
towels with filthy hands.

The youngest daughter, fifteen-
year-old Sheena went hysterical and
ran out of the house, despite the
raiders attempts to stop her.

On Tuesday 27th November the
Brits again raided the house. This
time during the afternoon from
2.45p.m. to 4.30p.m.

On Wednesday 28th November
Mrs. Anderson, her daughters nine-

bystander by the throat.

Eventually, however, all were re
leased nine hours later.

Derry Sinn Fein have condemn-
ed the nature of the harassment
used against the Anderson family as
particularly sordid and have de-
manded that the emotional brutal-
ity against these women stops
immediately.

LAST MONDAY three Sinn Fein
members appeared before Judge
Roderick O’Connor at the Petty
Sessions court in Derry.

No criminal charges were brought
against them, nor were they normally
summonsed. The RUC simply insisting
that these men “be required to show
cause that they should not be bound
over to keep the peace, or enter into
an agreement to keep the peace”,

The RUC failed at this attempt at legal
intimidation. An RUC inspector read

id from one C Cumniings that
on September 10th he discovered the three
men, Robert Friel, Andrew McCourt and
Liam Conaghan, each standing with a paint-
brush and half-a-tin of white paint in front
of fresh slogans reading ‘Victory to the
Blanketmen’ and ‘Smash H-Block’ on the
walls of Celtic Park in Derry’s Lonemoor
Road.

Kevin Agnew, acting for the defendants
imself a promi b of Sinn
Fein), asked if the owners objected to those
slogans. Red-faced, the RUC had to admit
that “the owners of this property were un-
willing to assist in this matter, so that no
ciminal charges could be brought, but they
felt it their duty, as the slogans

ed faces
for Derry RUG

solicitor veteran Republican Kevin Agnew and
Not only was the defiant voice of the H—block
court,

On the court steps are three victorious Derry Sinn Fein members (in the foreground)with their

former blanket—man John Deery (in the background)
protest raised on the walls'of Celtic Park but also in

caused in certain of the
community, whether or not they resided in
that particular section of the community or
not.”

Kevin Agnew replied: /f this is {ha
sole evidence the RUC have | must question
why other slogans equally popular through-

out the have not ived the
same attention from the RUC. For years
someone has seen fit to paint 'UVF’ on my
gatepost but to date no RUC have approach-
ed me to investigate who did this. | might as
well be candid. The countryside abounds

with slogans of ‘Fuck the Pope’ and 'No.

Pope Here',
“It all depends what the slogan s,
whether the RUC see it or not. This is 4
litically trial and an ot to
silence the views of these three men and

others like them who support the campaign
for the return of political status.”

Judge O’Connor said he understood
the three men’s objections to being bound
over, particularly when they had not been
charged with any crime, and simply asked
them if they could give a public undertaking
that they would not indulge in this
behaviour again for the next six months, and
he adjourned the case “with a view to
dismissing it”,

In a move surprising Kevin Agnew, one of
the men, Robert Friel, stood up and stated:
“I would not be prepared to give a public
undertaking to paint no more slogans, when
I think of the conditions of the men lying in
H-Block and the reason they are lying there.”

Kevin Agnew replied he would discuss
the matter with his clients. When he return:
ed he said these three men were prepared t©
Paint no more slogans themselves for the
next six months. However, there was no
shortage of other people prepared to
90 out and paint the same slogans in
defence of political status and the blanket:
men,

In adjourning the case for six months
Judge O’Connor said: “/ don‘t know what
will happen in six months... "

To the delight of some present in court
Kayln Agnew interrupted saying: “Maybe
we'll have a bit of justice in six months.
When | speak of justice | speak of the
Struggle  being waged in the H-Blocks.
The H-Blocks are an international scande!
and a source of international protest and
as long as this wrong remains to be righted,
slogans will be painted and voices will
continue to be raised in protest.”
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Lynch’s record of failure

BY KEVIN BURKE

Only on one issue did he Show
4 Single-mindedness of purpose
and that was his anti-republicanism

A POLITICAL CAREER based on nothing but the
ability to hit a ball with a stick could hardly have
been expected to boost a man to the leadership of
his party for thirteen years and to the Free State
premiership for nine of those.

The fact that Jack Lynch
was able to do it speaks
volumes on the unreality of
Free State politics and the un-
inspiring ideals of the partici-
pants. Lynch has left the
twenty-six  counties  with
nothing to show but further
dependency; on Britain,
through his collaboration to
the last; on the EEC, through
his disastrous entry in 1972;
and on foreign multi-nationals
through his constant wooing
of them as economic saviours.

The sixteen years Lynch spent
in Leinster House before he became
compromise leader in 1966 were
uneventful, his stints in various
ministeries were dull and his years
as Free State premier did nothing to
relieve the national, economic or
social problems which beset all of
the country.

Only on one issue did he show a
single mindedness of purpose and
that was his anti-republicanism -
even to the end.

From August 1969 when, with
Derry and Belfast in turmoil, he
made his cynical ‘we cannot stand
idly by’ speech, to the final
Thatcher agreement on border over-
flights, he consistently worked
against the national interest of the
country.

His lack of action on the north
at the beginning of the latest struggle
culminating in the notorious arms
trial in 1970; the draconian exten-
sion of the Offences Against the
State Act - conviction on the word
of a garda superintendent - backed
up by bombs in Dublin on the
night of the Leinster House vote in
1971; and the re-introduction of
the non-jury Special Criminal Court;
paved the way for the years of re-
pression which have followed both
under Fianna Fail and Coalition
governments.

Even his public ‘forgetfulness’
about British agents operating in
the twenty-six counties during his
premiership could not shake his
resolve on this issue. And even
when he knew that he was going,
his last act was the collaboration on
the air corridors and an anti=IRA
tour of America,

Two-and-half-years ago Lynch
led Fianna Fail to its biggest ever
election victory but this in itself
was to be instrumental in his demise.

Not expecting to be elected, Fianna
Fail (under the. spell of Martin
O’Donoghue) made incredibly rash
promises and even more outlandish
predictions on economic issues.
From the beginning they were
on a loser. Unemployment was larg-
ly undinted, price increases contin-
ued unabated, the farmers caused
Fianna Fail to backtrack on the 2%
levy, and trade unionists immedi-

but Lynch had seemed to have lost
heart and had no stomach for a new
approach. The misgovernment con-
tinued as before.

The next crisis for Lynch was

rebuff of his personal campaign in
his home city was very severe.

He immediately made the
blunder of admitting the collaborat-
ion with Britain on the border, to a

the i of M ten.
Overcome with guilt at not rushing
back from holiday, Lynch went to
London in contrite mood to have
his wrists’ publicly slapped by
Thatcher - and to show where his
heart truly lay he made concessions
on the now famous air-corridor on
the border.

Back home he let it be known
that he was changing Fianna Fail’s
stated policy on the North and
dropping the insistence on an ‘Irish

ately began a on PAYE
with, for Leinster House, a disturb-
ing display of street politics.
" Industrial unrest was met by
government intransigency and posts
and telephones, transport, power
and cleansing were all areas in
which strikes dragged on for several
weeks.

In June of this year there was
the first chance of a public verdict
on the Fianna Fail performance so
far, in the EEC and local election.
It was disastrous for Fianna Fail.
The party backbenchers were now
looking for a change of direction

Sile de Valera was put up at
Fermoy to challenge him and the
series of promised rebellions at
parliamentary  party  meetings

Tom McEllistrim was next, on
the border over-flights, but Lynch
insisted nothing had changed and
again the rebels subsided mumbling
their threats.

The American tour was not
going too well for Lynch when
news of the Cork by-election de-
feats reached him. More disastrous
even than the June results, the

At home Bill Loughnane brand-
ed him a liar, and an attempt to
discipline Loughnane made by
Colley in Lynch’s absence failed,
Loughnane backtracked again. The
succession battle was very much on
but no-one was prepared to make
an open challenge.

In the final analysis Lynch
simply gave up. Unable to brace
himself for the enormous task of re-
pairing the party’s fortunes he de-
cided to go. Haughey always looked
the successor in the months leading
up to the resignation but Lynch
knew that if he waited until next
January his own choice - George
Colley - would have no chance
fullowing what had to be a harsh
budget.

The party establishment threw
all their weight into the anti-
Haughey campaign in the two fever-
ish days before the leadership elect-
ions but although the backbenchers
looked shaky they held out and
Haughey was home.

Lynch had failed again.

In August ‘69 in Derry ‘business as usual’ for the ‘B’ Specials and playmg

1 were -Im

at being in the ‘centre’ for the Brits meant nati
and driven from their homes whilst Lynch cynically ‘stood idly by’.

‘Incriminating’
posters

TWO MEMBERS of Dublin Sinn
Fein, Paddy Dundon and Martin
Doherty have been given three
month prison sentences in a Dublin
court for selling republican posters
outside the G.P.0. last month. Both
men are on bail pending an appeal.

The men were charged with
possession of ‘incriminating docu-
ments” under the Offences Against
the State Act, the first time this has
been applied to posters. One of the
posters (shown here) on which the
charge was based first appeared in
AP/RN dated 25th August.

It is as yet too early to assess
whether this is just a further variety
of harassment of republicans or an
ominous extension of Free State
censorship,

Leitrim council
oppose overflights

LEITRIM COUNTY COUNCIL
have passed a motion deploring the
‘secret agreement! about border
overflights entered into between
Lynch and Thatcher. The motion
was proposed by Sinn Fein Coun-
cillor John Joe McGirl who said
that British aircraft were regularly
crossing into Leitrim and Cavan.

Councillors from all parties stat-
ed that they had received numerous
reports of crossings from people in
border areas who were living in fear,
One Fianna Fail councillor offered
the comfort that Lynch had now
resigned, whilst another criticised
the amount of money spent on
security, he said that if the British
wanted to secure the border they
should pay for it themselves.

Picead ar
an Roinn

. -
BHI PICEAD ar Roinn Oideachais
na S§ Chontae Fichead an tseachtain
seo caite. Bhu s& eagraithe ag
tuismitheoirl 6 inse Chor i mBaile
Alha Cliath. Bhi na tuismitheoiri’ ag
gearan mar gheall ar an monll ata a
dhéanamh ag an roinn su:omh ceart
a sholéthar don bunscoil I3 lach
in Inse Chér.

na tuismitheoiri ag lorg
suiomh ceart le tamall fada ach nil
aon deifir ar an roinn géilleadh d3
n-éileamh. Ni bhionn fonn ar an
roinn comhoibrid le bund scoileanna
langhaelacha.

Ach td na tuismitheoiri chun
leandint ar aghaidh leis an troid. Ta
an scoil ag fendhmlu i sean seip&al
faoi lathair agus nil an foirgneamh
oiridnach.

H-Block
March and Rally

Saturday 15th Decamber
Assemble 4p.m.
March from St. Stephens Green to GPO
DUBLIN
Organised by Sinn Fein




Areas like Short Strand in Belfast , areas where Bri-

tish military repressi

on is intense and the resistance

of the local people courageous , suffer up to 50%

male unemployment

The most poverty-ridden
area in Western Europe

BY PETER ARNLIS

APART FROM living under British occupation, the nationalist people in the
North also live in the most poverty-ridden area in Western Europe, and,
according to the latest annual report from the Supplementary Benefits
Commission issued a fortnight ago, the poorest sections of the people - the
sick, elderly, unemployed and the lower-paid - do not make full use of the

benefits available.
The Commission (in the

North administered separately

from that in Britain) which was set up in 1966 is responsible

for the ad ion of the

Since 1976 the scheme has
been under review and on
Friday 30th November it was
announced that it will be
absorbed into a new ‘United
Kingdom Social Security
Advisory Committee’. What
effect this will have is not
clear at this stage.

In their report the Commission
say that they share many of the
doubts expressed by others about
the adeguacy of the payments.
They outline a series of positive
recommendations but are doubtful
(justifiably, considering Tory
public spending cuts) of them
beifdg implemented because they
involve additional costs.

UNEMPLOYMENT

In its examination of poverty
the report recalls how unemploy-
ment and low earnings have long
been features of the Northern

y. The loy
figure in August 1978 stood at
13.6%. But in nationalist areas
this was much higher with the
male unemployment rate in Stra-
bane, for example, being over 34%,
Newry 26% and Derry 20%.

Forty per cent of all men regis-
tered as unemployed had been out
of work for a year or more.

The report states that “pockets
of severe unemployment ... such
as West Belfast ... cannot be
identified because of the way in
which the statistics are produced”,
But it is known that areas like
Ballymurphy and Short Strand,
areas where British military re-
pression is intense and the resist-
ance of the local people courage-
ous, suffer up to 50% male unem-
ployment. According to the re-
port in these places “the problem
tends to become institutionalised”’,

The problem is exacerbated in
many cases by the long-term
nature  of the unemployment

Yy

which leads to personal demoralis-
ation.

Those in work are often not
much better off. Many people
who receive low wages do not
always know of their entitlements
and they should claim Family In-
come Supplement and rent rebates.

INCREASING

The report says that the
number of people dependent on
supplementary benefit is increas-
ing. At the end of last year 116,000
were receiving benefit, Add to this
figure wives and children and the

total number relying to some
degree on supplementary bebefit
is 216,000 that is, 14.4% of the
total population in the North.
Poverty is aggravated by a rel-
atively high cost of living, especi-
ally the high cost of fuel, light and
power and the high proportion of
unfit dwellings (one family in ten

rather than malingerers ‘sponging”
off the state... We are certainly
not aware of any evidence thar.-
significant number of men are giv-
ing up their jobs and choosing to
live on benefit instead... It is clear
that the proportion of the unem-
ployed who get more money in
benefit than in work is very small.”

BENEFITS

The Commission state that
“the increasing number of discret-
ionary payments”, which have to
be made for items which are re-
garded as normal needs, such as

is living in unfit
Pensi , 49% of all clai

make up by far the largest group
of claimants, followed by the
unemployed (29%), the sick (10%)
and single-parent families (7%).
The Commission quash the
myth that the majority of claim-
ants are scroungers: “People
claiming supplementary are more
often than not the victims of cir-
cumstances outside their control

Extra heating additions
(1) Restricicd mobility or ill-health

(a]

1 mobilits
advanced age

heating day and pight

under the heading
more than £3.30. I very

Central heating additions
(a) Ope or two rooms
(b) Three or four rooms
(c) Five or more rooms

HEATING ADDITIONS

y is restncted because of general frailty or

-

If extra heating is necded because of chronic i

(0 eih (c5. chronic bronchitis. theumatism, severe &
anaemia or chronic debility)

(c) I the claimant or a dependant is houscbound or
unable 10 leave the house unaided

(d) 1f there is serious iflness requiring extra heating

{he claimant or a dependant is bedfasi or cannot
o) ne silmend o deventanily o,

(N 1 there is scrious iliness requinng & constan! room
temperature day and night

(2) Heating difficultics where the claimant is a householder

(3 1fthe accommodation is difficult 10 heal adequately o
(e. damp or unusually large rooms)

(b) If the accommodation is exceplionally difficult to
heut sdequately

‘mobility or ill-health™, and a -
“heal lies™ that the tolal does not come:
heating dificullies” provided Tt dod

An addition may be paid for any one of the
heading '

From
13 Nov. 78
£

110

220
220

220

conditions (a) 10 (d) under the
0 for ane of the Iwo conditions

1fa claimant qualifics for
sddition oaly the higher

of the two amounts is paid.

Sinn Fein Advice Centres should get

a copy of the ,

' difficult to heat are not aware of

get their hands on a copy of this

the of cl and
fi , “lends support to the
argument that some claimants,
particularly families with children,

are unable to manage on supple-
mentary benefit without further
help.”

It is in the realm of ‘discretion-
ary payments’ that most people
are failing to make full use of

i , or perhaps
of them. The Commission has
been given wide discretionary
powers (over which there has been
widespread controversy) to take
account of financial needs by
making additions to weekly bene-
fits  (exceptional circumstances
additions - ECAsand single lump-
sum payments (exceptional needs
payments - ENPs) for specific
expenses.

ECAs can be granted for heat-
ing expenses, laundry costs, special
diets, and excessive wear and tear
on clothing _resulting  from
disability,

In practice there is virtually no
limit to the range of items for
which an ENP may be claimed
and grants have been made for
furniture, household equipment,
bedding, hing and f .
repairs and redecoration, Almost
every pensioner is entitled to a
heating addition on top of their
supplementary benefit yet thous-
ands in ill-health or living in
accommodation which is damp or

this,

Sinn Fein Advice Centres should

m:lrlmfdl'w' report -and also the Commission

which inci.

Report of the

¥
useful information , such-as this table rapmdu.oad here , which out.
lines claimants‘entitlements to a heating addition

handbook 5o as to be in a position
to assist people in claiming their
ever-dwindling rights.

BRITISH RULE in the OCCUp[;:U‘ HAYES
hardship for the besieged natior,

"
'th has created a

. alig

acutely felt than in the g h!pb.uh:dwl'\)e;ei
young people. Because of y,, sien u=ed by
aggression it is sometimes difficyly {E mity 2 e
of British brutality. ting home

But the case of a young boy - "
from Belfast’s New Lodge
Road, who suffered a vicious
attack, and was left for dead,
and his struggle to recover,
over the last four months, is
a poignant story symbolising
the personal misery of many
Brit victims.

DRASTICALLY

Sixteen-year-old Stephen Mon-
tague was on the threshold of
d. He had an inclinati
to become an engineer and his
parents believe he could have been
successful . But the events which
occurred around midnight on
August 8th this year so drastically

Rps

Four mont,

' g being trailed along th
by the soru g neck Stephen Monta
ared. Much wgge he also suffered brai
eparably st giing batoned by the Brit

affected his life that he is now in the British hom
the position, to quote his father, ¢ had discovered he i
“Of being back to square one, and an un Su in the loyal- prob
beginning his life all over again.” ist Ti ;-_ So badly ings.
Young Stephen fell foul of the beaten en that the Brits noth
British army just after he had left though ‘had succeeded  being
a friend’s home. Internment anni- in killing he was taken  aimo
versary protests were taking place 10 the c the doctors He
throughout nationalist districts in thought been shot in  al so
Belfast and minor rioting had flar- the head ed in
ed in the New Lodge Road area. by t
In Hillman Street a British soldier Brits'
fired a plastic bullet at Stephen dama
and brought him to the ground. weeks Stephen  Thro
Members of a snatch squad laid lay in to a life- and a
into him with batons, viciously suppor " For another Steph
kicked him around the head and three ‘mained in inten-  But
trailed him along the ground by sive cz . further four from
by the scruff of the/neck. Atweeks he ly released lacks

An hour later the RUC at North  from hosp:



T FOR DEAD:

MONTHS ON

) HAYES
) has created a legacy of misery and
ople. Nowhere is this hardship more
sion used by British troops against
ity and widespread nature of this
ng home what it means to be a victim

¢

being trailed along the ground by the British army
s neck Stephen Montague’s knees are still badly sc-
), he also suffered brain damage , although not irr-

ng batoned by the Brits.

oday his battle to return to some

STEPHEN MONTAGUE
form of normality continues

words; he forgets how to read or
write; he can not describe the
most simplest of objects, although
he knows in his mind what they
are; and he is irritable and easily
loses his temper.

jicks received a He is now back in his family
m the British home in Spamount Street where
had discovered he is striving to overcome the
ly in the loyal- problems brought on by the beat-
ea. So badly ings. He remembers absolutely
| that the Brits  nothing about the actual attack,
had succeeded being  rendered  unconscious
D he was taken  almost immediately.
al the doctors He expects to return to hospit-
d been shot in  al soon to have a steel plate insert-
ed in his skull which was damaged
by the crushing blows from the
PORT Brits’ batons. He suffered brain
damage, although not irreparably.
weeks Stephen  Through time, the doctors say,
ched to a life- and after an arduoys uphill climb,
For another Stephen should recover,
ained in inten- But at the moment he suffers
further four from halfvision in one eye; he
ually released lacks concentration; his memory

is bad; he has difficulty forming

RE-EDUCATION

When out of doors he carries a
letter from the hospital explaining
that he has a speech defect and
can not pronounce his name, On
two occasions within the last
month Brit patrols have harassed
him when he did not have the
letter and was unable to give his
name,

He attends a speech therapist in
the Royal Victoria Hospital who
is also giving him elementary edu-
cation such as learning to read and
write. At home his family are
assisting him in his re-education
by helping him to p

walking. Injuries to both his knees
were so bad that skin graft surgery
was carried out.

His most cherished pastime, be-
fore the attack was riding his
motor cycle. Now he can only ad-
mire it in the backyard of his
home. Other normal pastimes
such ‘as dances, which youths
enjoy, are now beyond his reach.

Anywhere he goes a member of
his family needs to be with him as
a guardian,

BITTER

Obviously his parents are ex-
tremely bitter about the attack
and how it has left Stephen.

His father does not believe that
justice will be done to the Brits
responsible. As far as the family
know no British soldier has been
even questioned, letalone charged.

The case itself and the manner in
which the RUC are handling it is
reminiscent of many others invol-
ving British soldiers, such as the
murders of Brian Stewart, Leo
Norney and Danny McCooey,
where the culprits got off un-
punished.

There is no reason to think that
those responsible for beating
Stephen M

words and to write.
When he first got out of hospital
Stephen had extreme difficulty

will fair any
worse. Meanwhile the battle to
return to some form of normality
for Stephen continues.

AGUS ATHRU EILE

cut open in order for him
through the attached tube

Attempted - murder victim Stephen
Montague lying in hospital in Belfast )
four months ago. His wind pipe was

An Phoblacht /
Republican News ,
August 25th

breathe

Ach is soiléir anois go bhfuil Rial-
tas Shasana ag tabhairt cdl leis an
teoiric gur coirpigh iad 6g|aigh na
hEireann. N{ chloistear a thuilleadh
an chaint sin faoi Godfathers agus a
leithéid.

Nior &irigh leis an polasai sin na
hOglaigh a dheighilt 6 mhuinntir na
hEireann. T4 siad ag baint usaid as

TA AIGHNEAS ar siul feoi lathair idir-an RUC agus Arm na
Breataine. T4 an d4 férsa sin ag iarraidh ceannas a bhaint amach
i geursai ‘slandéla’. T4 athrd ag teacht ar an bpolasaf a bhi ag
Rialtas Shasana le blianta beaga anuas.

teoiric nua anois. Sin, gurab ionann

Oglaigh na hEireann agus cumann-

aigh. e
larracht is ea € sin chun na hOg-

Nueir a_théinig Arm na i
go dti” an Tuaisceart i 1969, bhf

ceannas acu | gedrsaf'sléndala. Ach
nior &irigh leo Oglaigh na hEireann
a chlof. Théinig malairt aigne ar
Rialtas Shasana i 1976 agus bhain
siad triall as polasai nua.

Bhi an polasal sin bunaithe ar an
smaoineamh gurab ionann Oglnigtj
na hEireann agus coirpigh. Os rud &
go raibh glactha ag Rialtas Shasana
leis an teoiric sin bhi’ sé ag luf le
reastin gurab isd an RUC an forsa
chun deighleail leis na ‘coirpigh’
sin,

Is de bharr an t-athri polasaf sin
a thosaigh an t-agdid sna Blocanna

H. Bhi'na ag iarraidh coir-
pigh a dheanamh des na priosinaigh
chogaidh. | rith an ama sin bh{ ar
Arm na Breataine an tama héit a
thégail i gedrsal ‘sldndéla’.

Ach nf raibh na ginearail in Arm
na Breataine sista. Nior thainig
feabhas ar bith i gcdrsal ‘slandala’.
Chreid na saighdidiri go bhféad-
faidis bua mfleata a bhuachaint ar
Oglaigh na hEireann dd dtabharfal’

OLDFIELD

An mbeidh se ag gairi i gceann
bliana

cead a geinn déibh. T4 droch-mheas
ag na saighdidir’ ar na polaiteoirf
toisc go bhfuil orthu troid dar leo
féin le lamh amhain ceangailte.

' Théinig an smaoineamh sin chun

chinn tar &is bhais an t-ochtar déag

saighdidir i Warrenpoint. Chuir
Thatcher, Maurice Oldfield i gcean-
nas ar an dé férsa chun an t-aigh-
neas eatarthu @ réiteach,

laigh a scarlint & mhuinntir na
hEireann. NI &reoidh leo € sin a
dhéanamh. Td rud  bundsach
amhéin nach_ dtuigeann siad. Ta
Oglaigh na hEireann ag teachtcead
faoin geead le cultir na Qéireann,

Is traidisiin fada in Eirinn € an
troid ar son saoirse na hEireann.
Glacann Eireannaigh leis an traidis-
idn sin agus fid amhain muna n-son-
taionn siad le gniomhartha uile Og-
laigh na hEireann tuigeann siad gur
ag troid ar son saoirse ata na h69~
laigh, .

Ta dail ag muinntir na hEireann sa
saoirse agus ni chuirfear deireadh
leis an toid ar a son go dti go
mbeidh saoirse againn.
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No half-measures:
Political status

is thgi

BY PETER STEELE |

r demand

THE UNEXPECTED RELEASE on appeal of twenty-five-year-
old Derry Republican John Curran, brings
‘blanket men’ released this year to eleven.

He walked to freedom last Friday when in Belfast’s High
Court two appeal judges ruled that the evidence used to
convict him in April of this year had too many ‘ifs’ and
‘buts’ in it, and they quashed his six-year sentence.

So flagrant was the absence
of any concrete evidence at
the trial that both appeal
judges criticised the trial judge,
Russell, for accepting the val-
idity of the evidence. The
winning of the appeal once
again illustrates the unjust and
corrupt nature of the non-jury
Diplock courts, and stamps
them as nothing more than
glorified sentencing tribunals.

John Curran was arrested on
August 10th of last year and
charged with commandeering a car
in the Shantallow area of Derry. At
the trial the only evidence against
him was given by two RUC men
who claimed that they saw him
driving a di d car whilst

labelled him for the judge’s benefit
as a known Republican. This point
was obviously not lost on Russell.

Despite the evidence of the car
owner, who contradicted the RUC
evidence by denying that John took
his car, Judge Russell concluded
that John played some part in the
affair and sentenced him to six
years|

John Curran is not surprised that
the RUC should try to frame him
given that they tried once before.
In December ‘77 he was also impris-
oned on remand on a previous
charge of commandeering a car, but
in April 78 he was released when
the RUC dropped the charge. Prior
to that he spent thirteen months
interned between October74 and
\ r'75.

they were on duty in plainclothes
in an unmarked car. (This is a rare
insight into the ‘Ulsterisation’ even
of under-cover work - with RUC re-
placing the military.)

IDENTIFICATION
CONTRADICTED

The RUC justified their identifi-
cation of John on the grounds that
they ‘knew him well’ and that it
was part of their job ‘to know men
like him on sight’. They thus clearly

At the age of twenty-five John
Curran has therefore spent three
spells in jail totalling nearly three
years, in the last five years, without

the total number of

blanket’ is relatively short; but even
one day in the notorious Blocks is
an arduous trial.

PSYCHOLOGICAL
INTIMIDATION

He describes the worst pressure
the blanket men are under as
psychological intimidation through
the constant threat of assault by
prison warders.

The warders deliberately play on
the men’s nerves by threatening to
‘hammer’ them and by rattling keys
and banging grills, normally a sign
that cell-raids and the

JOHN CURRAN

—The eleventh blanket man released from the H—blocks thisyear.

ing violence and humiliating inti-
mate body-searches are on the way.
But then nothing happens.

However recourse to explicit
violence by the prison warders is
never too far below the surface.

For example, a fortnight ago
(one week before John was
released) practically all of the

of chairs was a first step in a
thwarted attempt to ‘normalise’ the
conditions inside the H-Blocks: “/f
left unchallenged it would have re-
sulted in other minor improvements,
ultimately the men would be faced
with being naked in a cell filled
with the usual things. But no half-

blanket men were
(although few were injured) when
warders went on the rampage after
the men had partially wrecked the
grills  surrounding  their  cell

asingle against
him. His case provides a clear illus-
tration of the quality of British
justice in Ireland - a picture re-
inforced by the appalling conditions
in which he was held for the past
seven months: naked in an empty
stench-filled cell in H4-Block. By
comparison with other released
H-Block men John’s period ‘on the

, using chairs newly issued
to them by the prison authorities.

will be d. It is
ion as political pri:
that the men want.”

Worrying about their families is
another factor which burdens the
protestors and being denied a week-
ly visit which is replaced by a

(Initial reports mi: Yy
that only H5-block was issued with
the chairs).

The warders primary concern
was to retrieve the remnants of the
chairs, but in the process they
assaulted the men.

John Curran believes the issuing

thly one, the worry.
John Curran believes that most of
the men , as he did , go on a visitin a
trance.

He thinks that being released
into the fresh air after such pro-
longed celfular confinement pro-
duces a surrealistic state of mind.

His recollection of monthly visits is
that they passed so quickly that at
the time he often did not compre-
hend what took place during the
half-hour. However, the visit came
rushing back into his mind when he
was returned to his cell.

DRUNKEN WARDERS

Although living conditions inside
the H-Blocks are depressingly grim
the protestors have grown partially
accustomed to them but the same
can not be said about the warders.
According to John, evidence that
they are under strain (presumably
from both the conditions and IRA
attacks) can be seen every day;
many of them turn up for duty
steaming drunk, and in fact some

appear to be permanently drunk!

A NATIONAL women's conference ,
which = was ° organised by the
thirty-two-county Irish Feminist Fed-
eration, was held in Trinity College,
Dublin, last weekend. The agenda had
set out a schedule for a wide variety
of ‘topics for discussion covering all
aspects of discrimination and repress-
ion against women.

However, far too much time at the con-
ference was taken up with discussions on
what form the structures of the federation
should take, and unfortunately for many

The report on education gave an incisive
account of sexism in schools, showing how
children are,stereotyped in sexist roles from
primary school onwards - “John’ helps daddy
fix the car, while ‘Mary’ helps mammy wash
the dishes. Attention was drawn to the low
proportion of girls taking science subjects, as
opposed to boys, whilst a higher proportion
take music and art, these being considered
‘feminine accomplishments’,

There were reports from members of the
Rape Crisis Centre in Dublin and Women's
Aid. The latter told the conference that
there was an urgent need for another refuge

women present, who were not aware of the in Belfast for battered women and their
It litical di between children.

the various groups within the federation, the A k f°{ Dublin T

various lengthy arguments were mostly asked for help in lr?alr campaign against

incomprehensible, harassment and brutality and the federation

agreed a proposal that practical and uncon-

ditional help be given, and that a campaign

be launched to set up a rehabilitation centre

for women who wanted to get off the streets.
A motion was passed by the conference

The report on education gave an incisive
account of sexism in-schools , showing
how children are stereotyped in sexist
roles from primary school ds

John’ helps daddy fix the car , while_
‘Mary’ helps mammy wash the dishes,

There were however several excellent
reports given by various workshops on
i , health, and violence

against women.

to endorse and actively support a statement
from Belfast Women Against Imperialism ex-
pressing solidarity with women political pris-
oners in Armagh; condemning the harass-
ment and intimidation carried out by the
RUC; and pledging support to the Armagh
Eleven due in court on January 2nd. (These
are the eleven women arrested after a picket
at Armagh jail on International Women’s Day
this year). The conference also passed a
motion that there should be action on behalf
of women political prisoners in the South.

Policy of the federation in future is to be
decided at future national meetings but the
steering committee will be allowed to take
action at short notice. The point was made
that all threads of the women's movement
and related groups must be drawn together
for the federation to be effective, It remains
to be seen whether, considering the. differ-
ences of politics and class within the group-

ing there can be enough unity on the broad
issues of women's rights to make this possible.
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:|USTh BACK from London, where I've been getting briefed about this
aughey chap, by Conor Cruise O’Brien, who seems to be one of the better

sort of bogtrotters.

He tells me that he has sacked that Commie Mary Holland
and necep.ted my congratulations, but | am not too happy abouf
the appointment of an elderly drunken leprechaun, Dermot
McEvoy as her_ replacement. The Cruiser, admits that h;lcEvoy a
former Blueshirt, is halfwitted and rarely sober, but claims th‘at

he is useful for baby-sitting. And he

Cruiser gets at the old duty free.

We lunch at Quaglino’s with
Fatty Soames, the new Governor

i of Zi Rhodesi
| suppose that, as Churchill’s son-in-
law and a director of Rothschilds
he is genned up about what your
average African peasant wants and
how he thinks, but | didn't get
much chance to find out, for, to be
candid, he was in a blue funk.

He kept trying to hide under the
table and jabbering about how that
witch Thatcher was trying to get
him killed by the fuzzy-wuzzies.
Not a pretty sight, I’'m afraid, and it
wasn’t made any better by the
Cruiser inviting another chappie to
join us.

WARNER -

He said he was Sir Frederick
Warner, formerly our man in Tokyu,
and he did seem an affable chap,
prepared to stand his round and
drink an immense amount of vodka.
So much so in fact that, | confess, |
ended up in what we in the trade
call ‘a Gerry Fitt situation’, that is,
unconscious under the table with
the blubbering Soames. It was only
on awakening that | found out that
the Cruiser and Sir Frederick had
vanished, having picked my pockets

gets paid in gin which

first and taking with them many
top secret memoranda.

Worse still, the next day my
security buffs tell me that Warner
is a well known Russki spy and a
personal friend of old Blunty and
Philby. What on earth is the Cruiser
doing with a bounder like that?

O’DONNELL

Anyway, enough of my London
indiscretions. Back in rotten old
Belfast and safely esconsed in the
Castle, | was just about to start
sampling the port, when the phone
rang. It was Lord Justice O'Donnell,
one of our tamest High Court
Judges, wanting some advice.

It seems that the RUC men who
bombed and shot up the Rock Bar
in Keady in June 76 are due up in
court soon, despite all efforts to
hush the whole sordid affair up,
and now, a sixth one of them,
David Wilson, who was an accom-
plice has applied for bail. He claims
to have seen God in Crumlin Road,
which is as unlikely as seeing Gerry
Fitt in Andersonstown, and
O’Donnell didn’t want to release
him, but | ordered him to do so.
Once out, we can bribe him to keep
his mouth shut and not give
evidence.

And talking of keeping your
mouth shut, | am a bit worried
about the police force in Dun-
murry . Stephen Jackson (25) of
Cyprus Close, Seymour Hill, as
loyal a fellow as I’'ve come across,
had occasion last August to cele-
brate after an Orange march.
Accordingly, he was merely indulg-
ing in some good natured horseplay
in the street when he was approach-
ed by an officious busybody of an
RUC man, who ordered him to
desist. Naturally Jackson felt
aggrieved at this blatant discrimin-
ation and proceeded to make, con-
sidering his condition, as neat a
summation of the loyalist case as
I've heard in a long time - to wit:

“l am a Loyalist. | can sing and
shout what | like. The RUC (a foul
suggestion which is probably a
physical impossibility has been
deleted here in the name of

but when | rang up and asked for
him some idiot at the other end
started whimpering about how they
(whoever they may be) had ‘biffed
Punchy’.

Amidst his tears he started to
beg me to send a helicopter to get
him and the rest of the screws
(whatever they may be) out. | had
to put down the receiver. Fella was
hysterical. Have to get Punchy to
have a word with him.

REQUEST

And now a word of warning.
Recently | have received several
letters from readers asking for
scandalous and salacious informat-
ion concerning members of the
security services who have been in-
volved in the courts on charges of a
sexual nature. This kind of request
must stopl As Supremo it is un-
i that | should sully my

y). No der. We'll
wreck this town tonight. God Save
the Queen”.

OVERZEALOUS

Alas, the overzealous policeman

whom I'll sack when | get his
name - was not touched by this
pleasing display of loyalty, and
punched the inoffensive Jackson in
the stomach. Jackson, it seems,
then proceeded to vomit all over
the constable, and was promptly
beaten unconscious.

Such vicious police behaviour
must and will be curbed, | intended
to have a chat about it with my old
mate Punchy Wright who is in
charge of security at Crumlin jail,

[ Siochdmn
no Cogadh

TA rogha ag Sasana anois. Is féidir
leo dul ar bhéthar na siochana nd is
féidir leo cdl a thabhairt don béthar
sin agus aghaidh a thabhairt ar an
gcogadh. Bhi Robert Mugabe ceann-
aire de chuid an Patriotic Front ag
labhairt i Lonndain le déanar.

Bhi’ Mugabe ag caint i gcomhthéacs
na cainteanna até ar sil faoi lathair
chun teacht ar réiteach i Zimbabwe.
Lean sé air agus ddirt s€ “Leanfaim-
id ag troid | gcoinnean céilineachas,
is cuma pé gné ina bhionn sé.”

Té& na Sasanaigh ag iarraidh brd a
chur ar an Patriotic Front géilleadh
agus glacadh leis na coinniollacha
sos chogaidh atd | geeist acu féin.
Ddirt Joshua Nkomo go raibh dhé
phointe sna coinnfollacha sos
cogaidh le réiteach 6s. . .

(i) Aistharraingt triipaf na hAifrice

Theas as Zimbabwe.

(i) Go mbeadh forsaf’ an Patriotic

Front agus forsal an ‘Rialtais’ i

Salisbury ar chomhchéim.

T& ciall agus reasin leis na poinnti’

DUBLIN'S HOUSING CRISIS was the subject of a press
conference, called by the newly-formed Dublin Housing

Action Committee last Tuesday.
~ Members
6,615 families

another family.

Only 1,980 new dwellings were built by the Corporation

f the committee (above) pointed out that
re currently on Dublin Corporation’s waiting
list for accommodation (an increase of one thousand since
June) and, of these, 2,407 families are sharing a home with

DUBLIN HOUSING GRISIS

Emergency’ and asked for an extra E28 million for house-
building, but a similar ‘emergency’ declared in 1974 is still

hands with such muckraking and
filth. Is this not a family paper, | ask?

Do you out there in readerland
both expect me to deign to even
mention RUC man Francis James
Latimer (21) of Gough barracks
who is up on a charge of sexual
assault and GBH and has just got
bail or the case of the former
Guardsman in England who was
murdered by his wife and her lover
because he used to dress on parade
with his ‘wife’s nighty under his
uniform?

If so, you
disappointed.

Bye for now,

Maurice.

will be sadly

L

The action stated

were introduced.

Street at 2.30p.m.

10 be in
that this amount of money would merely lead 1o major in-
creasés in the cost of building land unless radical controls

A major demonstration on housing is to be held in Dublin
on Saturday 16th December, assembling in Sean McDermott

“People who care about Ireland - all
of it, its ordinary people, their free-
dom and well-being - should mourn
the resignation of Jack Lynch as its
Prime Minister.”

The hypocritical Peter Jay,
former Masonic propagandist in
Washington, who certainly doesn’t
care about Ireland, but does care
about the loss to Britain of a key
collaborator.

“So the man they vote for will be
the man they feel most likely to
keep them employed. And for
some of them , to keep them well
employed with large cars, plenty of
interesting work, and a lot of social
occasions for the wives.”.

Cynical Irish Times editorial
view of the voting pattern of the
Fianna Fail parliamentary party in
the leadership election.

“The only consolation - but a con-
siderable one - is that Mr. Haughey
and his party seem likely to lose the
next General Election. May it come
soon”’,

Sour grapes from Conor Cruise
O’Brien who at the last Leinster
House General Election was summ-
arily dismissed by the electorate for
his pro-British servility.

“] was as much responsible for
security during that period of office
as anybody else. And | want to
remind him that when | became
Minister for Justice in 1961 there
was a violent campaign being waged
from this part of the country across
the border into the six-counties. |
as the Minister for Justice was
responsible for successfully bringing
that violent campaign to an end.
Now that’s my record on the quest-
ion of security and that’s what |
will stand on before any audience
in this country.”

Charlie Haughey speaking on the
1957 to 1973 Fianna Fail period of
office (when they introduced intern-
ment of Republicans), whilst debat-
ing a political opponent during the
run-up to the last Leinster House
General Election.

“Ironically, the rise in prison
officers’ deaths has come at a time
when the government is largely
abandoning its campaign of portray-
ing IRA men as criminals: now the
accent is on branding them as
communists”.

Sunday Times reporter Andrew
Stephen.

“Those who join a party to leave
and rejoin, pending the outcome of
their . deliberations on whether to
leave again, are parasites who have
nothing to contribute.”

Jeremy Birchill, chairman of the
Young Unionists, bitterly attacking
William Craig and his Vanguard
grouping inside the Official Union-
ist Party for their threats to leave
the party if it does not go to the
Atkins’ conference table.

“Unionism is so patently, and blat-
antly, wrong that its exponents can
only defend it by ruthless, unjust
means - discrimination, disfranchise-
ment, internment, crooked laws
and judges, judicial murder and
violence, and by the use of loyalist
paramilitary gangs.”
News
on British democracy in Ireland.

gan na poinnti’sin a shocrd. ) this year and on Monday they did declare a ‘Housing

.

C agus nf féidir teacht ar siochain
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CHRISTMAS CARDS
FOR ENGLAND

THE LONDON=BASED Prisoners Aid
Committee would like to remind people
to remember Irish political prisoners
who are far sway from family and
friends In jails in England this Christmas.

People should especially send cards
and greetings to those prisohers who are
In solitary. Hugh Doherty in Winson
Green, Birmingham and Eddie Butler in
Durham have been in solitary for nearly
wwo years. In Albany, Newport, Isle of
Wight, Tony Cunningham, Busty
Cunningham and Liam Baker are in their
thirteenth month ‘on the blanket’, pro-
testing egainst the British government's
refusal to transfer them to jails in Ireland.
Cards can be sent to these prisoners at
‘HM Prison’, followed by the addresses
given here.

AUSTRALIAN
GREEN CROSS

AP/RN would like to point out an
omission in the issue dated November
24th. An article on Green Cross ‘73
stated ““The American-based Irish North-
ern Aid, and the Southern-based equiv-
alent of Green Cross, An Cumann
Cabhrach, both make generous do
fons to Green Cross.” The article omitt-
ed to point out that the Australian
Green Cross also make generous donat-
ions to both Green Cross'73 and to An
Cumann Cabhrach.

GLASGOW

HANDS OFF IRELAND supporters in
Scotland continued their series of public
street meetings in Glasgow with a meet-
ing in Castlemilk shopping centre on Sat-
urday 17th November despite pouring
rain and harsh winds. All the speakers
argued that since British workers and
Irish workers face the.same enemy - the
British imperialist state - every victory
for the Republican Movement is also a
victory for British workers. All the
speakers also called for support for the
H-Block blanketmen.

HANDS OFF IRELAND

THE NINTH ISSUE of the Hands off
Ireland bulletin has just been published
by the RCG in London. This latest issue
includes an IRA leadership interview, a
report on the war in the border areas and
an article on revolutionary nationalism.
There are also reports on the H—Blocks,
English prisons, press censorship and
protests in Britain plus a speech from a
i of the

Patriotic Front. _
The price per copy is 25p (plus 10p
post) (6 copies £1.10, post free) and it is
available from RCG Publications Ltd.
(AP/RN) 49, Railton Road, London.

DURHAM

MORE than fifty people supported a
picket at Durham prison on Saturday 1st
December. The picket was organised by
“The North of England Irish Prisoners
Committee’ which is supported by Sinn
Fein and various English left-wing groups.
Republican prisoners in the prison are
Eddie Butlerand Ann and Eileen Gillespie.

GLASGOW DRAW

Irishharp, . . ....... ticket no. 1669
£30 /8 . .ticket no 883
£20. ... ouL . ticket no 1021
B8, ey a e et ticket no 1531

Draw held in aid of Green Cross ‘73

The organisers would like to thank
everyone who throughout the year has
supported functions and ballots to raise
funds for prisoners’ dependants and
would like 1o make a special mention of
the efforts of the Billy Reid flute band
and individuals in Lanarkshire.

SOUTH TYRONE ANNUAL DINNER DANCE

REPORT BY SEAMUS BOYLE

‘We are striving for
a thirty-two-county
democratic socialist
republic and we are
not ashamed of it’

SPEAKING AT a Republican function last Friday

night to commemorate

the Pearse centenary,

Gerry Adams, Vice-President of Sinn Fein, said
that “We are striving for a thirty-two-county
Democratic Socialist Republic and we are not

ashamed of it.,”

Brendan McAnallen, chair-
man of South Tyrone
Combhairle Ceantair Sinn Fein,
welcomed well over eight-
hundred people who turned
out at the Four Seasons Hotel
in Monaghan for the annual
dinner dance which was this
year specially dedicated to the
commemoration of Pearse’s
birth.

Brendan recalled that Martin
McKenna who had addressed them
last year had been tragically killed
in a road accident just two months
ago. There followed a minute’s
silence for those killed during the
war of national liberation. The
speakers were then intrdduced.

BRANNIGAN

Gerry Brannigan (H Block Infor-
mation Centre) said it had been a
great honour to have been invited
and that the turn-out was very im-
pressive. He said he usually had to
announce bad news only, from the
H-Blocks, “But tonight | can begin
with good news.... at 4p.m. another
blanket-man, John Curran from
Derry, who was sentenced on 27th
April won his appeal and has just
been released.”

Brannigan said that “starvation
diets have replaced the systematic
beatings ... for over three years the
blanketmen have done more for
this war than possibly anyone else..

a £100 cheque for the H-Block
Information Centre.

O'DUILL

An t-Athair Piaras O’Duill, chair-
man of the National H-Block
Committee, explained its back-
ground and the intention of broad-
ening out the base to take in people
who have not previously been invol-
ved in working for the H-Block men.

Apparently in a reference to
Vincent Browne's dishonest article
in the current issue of Magill maga-
zine, he said: “/t has not been easy,
we have been criticised already ...
some in the media say we already
have failed to broaden the base. Yet
these people who have criticised are
the very people who do not them-
selves lend a hand.”

He urged people to attend the
Dublin conference planned for next
Sunday, at which a southern-based
committee will be elected.

CAGES

A message from Tyrone Prison-
ers of War in the Long Kesh cages
was read out, They thanked people
for their support and said that all
stops should be pulled out in mobil-
ising for the H-Blocks.

Qver the last twelve months the
IRA had proven that they could
not be beaten, but the POWs urged
the need to take up other political
issues:- “We must echo the cause of

they have forced an i of
the state and they have thus politi-
cised the nationalist people of the
six-counties and people through-
out Ireland.”

He paid tribute to the older
republicans who carried the tradit-
ion of resistance down through the
lean years. If the blanketmen did
not have this tradition and the
support and encouragement of their
relatives then their struggle would
be more difficult,

The bearded Fra McCann who
was recently ‘released from the
H-Blocks was then introduced and
he was given a standing ovation.

He said:- “/n my two and a half
years in the H-Blocks | have come
to know the blanketmen of South
Tyrone intimately. If they are
anything to go by then the people
of South Tyrone are people of rare
quality.”

Mary Mullen whose son Pat Is
‘on the blanket’ presented Fra with

the loyed, the no-property
class and the small farmers for these
are the people on which the future
of Ireland will be built; these are
our people and those for which the
struggle continues. It is not enough
to drive the stranger from our land
to let the traitors of Fianna Fail,
Fine Gael, SDLP and their lackeys
sow in the furrows we have plough-
ed. It is up to you to go from here
and sow that furrow that our army
and people have ploughed at a very
high cost. Go and spread the word
and carry out the deeds of the
Socialist Republic on which we
stake our future,

“Let the coming year be the
starting point for a massive effort
to carry the socialist republican
message to every h hold in

ADAMS

GERRY ADAMS
e 2 a

but no way have we eight hundred
members. | urge ex-prisoners in par-
ticular, it is not too late to get off
your knees and stand up and be
counted.”

ADAMS

The guest speaker, Gerry Adams,
was then introduced. “/ heard
someone say earlier that | was the
guest of honour but | think the
honour must go to Fra McCann as
arepr ive of the blank iy
the blanketmen are one single mani-

T T 74 2

to Brit rule. The Brits say the IRA
pick on soft targets. But the Brits,
day in day out, pick on, beat and
attempt to repress what they
thought would be easy targets - the
blanketmen. And they are learning
that -there’s no such thing as a soft
target when you pick on a Repub-
lican target.” To this there was
loud applause.

Commenting on the recent so-
called initiative from the British
government Adams said that the
only British initiative any Irish per-
son can demand is a British with-
drawal - of their political, economic
and cultural influences. “We want
them out - their whole structure
must be taken down.”"

Referring to the election of
Charlie Haughey as Fianna Fail
leader which had given rise to mis-
taken elation in some republican
sympathisers he said, “Fianna Fail
never did anything good for the
Republican Movement. The Repub-

Tyrone and from there- to every
household in the nation.”

As an adjoiner to this call Brian
McGeown from Dungannon said:-
“We may have eight strong cumainn

lican M in the thirties put
Fianna Fail into power and they
went on to execute Republicans. In
the forties Fianna Fail was in power
when Sean McCaughey died after
being on the blanket for five years

before resorting to hunger-strike.
Fianna Fail was the party that
allowed one-eighth of the population
to emigrate - Fianna Fail stand tor
the men of property.

FIANNA FAIL

“There are major differences
between us and Fianna Fail”, con-
tinued Adams.

“Pearse stood for no compromise
and for freedom. Fianna Fail are
not following in the footsteps of
Pearse. There is only one way for
freedom to be obtained, and when
obtained, maintained, and that is
by armed men. Fianna Fail have
used their armed men to prop up
partition, not to smash it.”

Adams said that the struggle had
brought down Faulkner, Cosgrave,
Fitt and Lynch and it would bring
down anyone who “stands in the
way of our freedom”, He said the
Republican Movement is not
merely a Brits out movement. “We
are striving for a thirty-two-county
D Socialist Republic and
we are not ashamed of it. The
society we want will give people a
better deal and increased happiness.
We want to create a situation where
people can take control of their
own destinies.”

He paid tribute to Pearse and the
Republican  generations, “They
guaranteed- the Brits wouldn't get
an easy ride. They have sowed .. we
are the people who will do the reap-
ing. Our resolution in 1980 should
be to intensify the effort. If you are
doing nothing you should be
ashamed. If you are doing some-
thing then you should do more.
Merry Christmas and a very revolut-
ionary, and hopefully very success-

ful,new year,” he concluded.
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Meliows/Kavanagh commemoration in county Wexford

ABOUTmono hurlrdnd and fifty people attended the annual

“As long as might was right and
St held, as long as dracon-

agr

ion at Castl y in

County. Wexford last Sunday. The assembly point was Gorey’s
*98 memorial, the unveiling of which, in 1892, Liam Mellows

himself attended as a boy.

The parade, to the edge of the
town, was led by the tricolour
attached to an orlnipll ‘08 pike,
followed by the St. Patrick’s Fife
and Drum Band. The marchers then
travelled by bus and car to Castle-
town cemetery, eight miles away,
o the graves of Liam Mellows, exe-
cuted without trial by the Free
State on Bth December 1922, and
of the Kavanagh brothers, Lidm and
Denis, who both died in 1927
(Liam whilst still in prison) as a
result of illness caused by imprison-
ment and hunger strike.

Phil Kelly, Sinn Fein Alderman

on Wexford Corporation introduced
the main speaker Diarmuid
O Suilleabhain, the writer and
gaelic scholar, who paid tribute to
Mellows as a republican and social-
ist. He described him as a man
marked by lesser men for death,
because they feared and lacked his
integrity, his well-bound honesty.
“The price of freedom is all too
often death”, he said, “and those
who sow its seeds are often not its
reapers”,

He attacked successive Free
State governments for their indiff-
erence to their fellow countrymen.

lan laws and brutal B Specials kept
the outraged northern minority at
bay all was well as far as Dublin was
concerned”, he said.

Local veteran republican, Dick
Cooper, who had, as a member of
Na Fianna in 1922, attended the
burial of Mellows, then recited a
decade of the rosary.

Wreaths were laid on both the
Mellows’ and Kavanaghs’ graves on
behalf of the Republican Movement
by Michael Sheils, Gorey Town
Commissioner, and on behalf of
Sinn Fein in Wexford by Michael
Nolan and Sean O'Duinn. A
member of Na Fianna Eireann
sounded the Last Post and Reveille
to conclude the proceedings.

Liam Mellows grave in Castle-
town cemetery

Annual sale
of work

THE ANNUAL Cumann

Cabhrach

Aonach na Nollag - Sale of work - was
held in the Mansion House Dublin last
weekend. A variety of stalls were manned
by local Cumann Cabhrach committees
and Sinn Fein cumain. All proceeds go to
the prisoners dependants. The photograph
shows members of the Walkinstown

committee ready for action.

Say a prayer

for the
prisaners
this
Christmas

H—BLOCK CANDLE
Burn an H-Block candle

this Christmas eve/
Produced by the Sinn Fein

POW department

Available from the Art Shop
B85 Falls Road, Belfast, Telephone 23214
Price £1 plus postage

GREEN CROSS
CHRISTMAS CARDS
AND CALENDAR
25p (pastage extra)
Pack of four cards. . 40p [postage extra)
Available from Green Cross, 11a Spring-
fied Road, Belfast.

BELFAST RECORD
REQUEST

OWING TO the success of last year's
‘record request’ for the prisoners and
their families, this will be repeated at
this year's Belfast Sinn Fein Vigil, from
December 20th to 22nd.

Requests should be handed in as soon
as possible to the Sinn Fein offices at
85b Falls Road, (where the vigil will be)
giving details of the prisoner and the
record requested.

THANKS

sectarianism at Ulster Poly

THE FAIR EMPLOYMENT AGENCY is currently investigating
the ‘religious’ hiring practices of the Ulster Polytechnic. Not
surprisingly their preliminary results indicate a sharp anti-
Catholic bias particularly amonst the manual staff.

The Poly which borders on the
Loyalist Monkstown estate-and is
not far from the UVF stronghold
Carrickfergus, has always been
dominated by a ‘security’ force,
most of whose members double up
with RUC or UDR part-time work.
(A number of the teaching staff are
also active UDR members. Not
because they need the money, but

out of sheer sectarian motivations,)
The atmosphere created by these
‘security’ men is_shown by a recent
incident when one of them fired off
his gun during a student disco
because he did not like the
Southern-based ‘Fenian’ group.
Now, what have the unions done
about this sectarian set up? The
majority of students are Catholics,

mainly because the elitist Queen’s
University is Protestant-dominated
so that Catholics are shunted off to
the Poly.

The union is Sticky led, which
predictably leads to the usual noise
about Peace, Jobs and Progress but
little action. When they helped or-

.ganise an Anti-Apartheid group
they invited all political parties
except the ‘Provos and Paisley’l

These people are so cowed and
brow-beaten that they do not have
the least political discussion on a
situation which is clearly too close
for comfort — the war against the
Brits,

Most serious of all is the Poly’s
involvement in ‘educating’ the
sectarian RUC, through its Diploma
in Police Studies. These notorious
torturers casually wander down the
corridors, trying desperately to
look like ordinary students.

Clearly a more educated RUC
means a more sophisticated, and
therefore effective force to perse-

cute the nationalist people. An edu-
cational establishment surely invol-
ves itself with the repressive forces
at its own peril. When these forces
are welcomed with open arms, and
internal ‘security’ is placed in the
hands of sectarian gangsters, people

are playing with fire.

Prisoners’ Aid

The London-based Prisoners’ Ald
Committee would like to thank all their
supporters who have given them such

valuable aid during the past ye:

H—block

The H—Block appeal fund wish to
thank the Republican prisoners in
the cages of Long Kesh for their
generous donation of £200

The Number Five Club
Blessington Street
DUBLIN
Now open every Saturday and Sunday
Doors close at 10 p.m.
Proceeds of Sunday functions go to
An Cumann Cabhrach

Oxford
witch-hunt

being widely circulated in Oxford.

troops from the North of Ireland.

the five are members of the IRA.

these IRA sympathisers.”

A WELL—FINANCED witch-hunt has been
launched against five Oxford left wingers.

But this is no normal witch-hunt; it is an
incitement to the type of violence associated
with extreme Loyalists in the North of Ireland.

The five victims are.Pat Lally, Alan Thornett,
Peter McKintyre, Tony Richardson, and Dave Simp-
son. Their photographs and names appear in posters

The posters publicise the participation of the five
in a demonstration in Oxford on October 20th in
support of political status for Irish Republican
prisoners and the immediate withdrawal of British

The poster is designed in such a way as to suggest

The poster’s headline reads ‘Do you know these
people?’ It goes on: ‘On 20 October people marched
through the streets of Oxford in support of the IRA
(the latter in bold, large letters). Most of us looked on
in disgust and amazement and wondered who were

Then in large, bold letters: ‘Well we though
would tell youl’

The names, addresses, telephone numbers, union
positions, and workplaces of the five then follow
under photographs of each of them.

Whoever is behind this poster is spending a lot of
money. Thousands were distributed outside the work-
place of the five by individuals paid £10 to do the
dirty work. The posters were also mailed to every

we

house in the street where the five live.

There are a number of obvious suspects with
regard to the leaders of this witch-hunt, fascists,
Loyalists, even right-wing management outfits.

That four of the five photographs appear to have

been taken from a video film of the demonstration

may even suggest that a more ‘official’ state institut-

ion could be orchestrating the campaign.

Whoever is responsible, one fact is clear: the more
people and the more times the issue of Ireland is raised
in the labour movement the less effective any ‘greens
under the bed’ campaign will be.

(Article courtesy of Socialist Challenge.)

CHRISTMAS PARTY
For Portlaaise Prisoners’ children
No. 5 Blessington Street
DUBLIN
3 p.m. Sunday 16th December
Organised by Prisoners’ Welfare
Action Group

SHERIDAN, BATESON AND LEE
ANNUAL COMMEMORATION

2p.m, Sunday 16th December
BALLYMAGUIGAN
Co. Derry
Oration by Christine Elias
Organised by Sheridan, Bateson and Lee
Sinn Fein Cumann.

LARRY GROGAN MASS
Irish Mass
GIBBSTOWN
Co. Meath
9.30a.m. Sunday 30th December

An Irish Mass will be said for the

_JOHN GALLAGHER

BY A FRIEND

[he late John Gallagher

HIS many friends in the Republican
Movement have learned with regret
of the death of John Gallagher of
Stranaglough, Glenties, Co. Donegal,
which took place recently.

A native Irish speaker and a life-long
Republican John's first contacts with the
Movement were made in Scotland, where
he had found employment as a farm lab-
ourer during the 1930s. By 1939 he had
become ‘part of a back-up team whose

task was to support the IRA expedition-
ary force that bombed Britain during the
forties.

He supported the 1956-1962 border
campaign and sided with the Provisionals
in 1969. During the 1970s he became
well-known as a seller of “An Phoblacht”
and ‘Republican News’,

He was a frequent visitor to the
Bodenstown and Drumboe 3

He was seriously injured in a road
accident some three years ago and
despite lengthy periods of hospitalisation
he never fully recovered. In recent
months his health was seen to be deteri-
orating rapidly and his death was not un-
expected.

The large attendance 1o the family
burial ground at Fintown was a tribute
to the esteem in which he was held.

ations and attended a number of Sinn
Fein Ard Fheiseanna.

is 10 the bereav-
ed relatives.

repose of the soul of the recently
deceased Republican veteran Larry
Grogan. All friends and former comrades
in County Meath are invited.

McDONAGH.

Deepest sympathy to Tommy and
Mary on the loss of their daughter June
on 30th November. May she rest in
peace with her brother Thomas. Deeply
regretted by Joe, Betty and family.

GROGAN.

At the monthly meeting of Cavan
Comnairle Ceantair, Sinn Fein, votes of
sympathy were extended to the relatives
of Larry Groaan, to Peadar Neary on the
death of his father and also to Liam
on the death of his uncle.
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AGNEW, Paddy. (H4 Block)
Congratufations (o our son, Paddy on

o
bianketmen! Mirlam, Pl!l'l ana family.
AGNEW, Paddy. (H4 Block)

Congratulations brother on complet-
ing one mr on the blankel. '"We may
mn had great men but we'll never have

novy to the blanketmen!
Nﬁ and family.
AGNEW, Paddy, (H4 Block)

Solldarity brother on completing one
year in England’s hell hole, and on your
herolc stand for polltical status. Victory
to the blanketmen! Seamus, Martina and
family.

IIIKINV Lllm (H4 Block)

hristmas bells are ringing In
U\IOI.D.IM(MNIIIAIIHIM de t
dying fire the night Is growing chill.
The flelds and hedges round our place
are clad In mantie white, my only boy In
prison lles, and I'm alone tonight. The
time Is near the midnight hour, tha holy
night Is still so I'll go and pray to Mary

BERKERY, Llam (H& i)
Congratulations Llam, one year on
the blanket. “Ireland has had brave men
but she'll never have braver.” From your
friend, Michele.
BERKERY, Llam (H4 Block)
Congratulations Llam. May you get
your status soon before you have done
another year In England's hell hole. "It Is
not thoss who can Inflict the most but
those who can endurs the most*, Always
thought of by Ronnle and Andrea and
Harry (Long Kesh).
BERKERY, Llam (H 4 Block)
Ua

m on
one year on the Ik degrading,
spiteful treatment, **They stripped your
body bare but a blanket In H Block Is a
noble cloak to wear”. We are proud to
be your friends. From Elleen , Dick and
Olane.
BERKERY, Llam. (H4 Block)
Solldarliy_greetings to_our
one year on the

friend

in the chapel on the hiil, she
a mothers love, her sorrows were llke
mine her son gave up his life to suffer for
mankind, and 1"l
from this lonely heart tonight to give

to these brave lads from his own
sweet holy land and he won't refuse his
mother, Mary, Queen of ireland"”. | am

am
bllnk‘l. "It Is not they who can inflict
the most but those who can endure th
most who will ultimately triumph"
Victory to the blanketmen! From Elleen
and Terry Strong, Stephanie, Rory and
‘rn:y. And also from all his friends In

so proud of you LI one
year on the blanket. Love Mum and
John.
BERKERY, Liam (H4 Block)

ber 9th one year on the bl

your sister Treasa and Dermot, “Sean

Elre ma nGaedheal go Deo ! ™

BERKERY, Llam (H4 Block)
Decembe

In England's

one y

ole. Away from home but always

In my heart. With lots of love from your
sister Alsling, Shandy, Muffin and wee
Boco.
BERKERY, Liam (H4 Block)

‘You stand In good company, follow
a proud tradition and you will win. We
salute you on enduring one year on th
blanket. From uncle Paddy, auntie Marla,
Denlse, Sean and Kerry.
BERKERY, Liam (H4 Block)

Congratulations to my dear friend,
Liam on completing one year on th
blanket. While we have young men as
courageous as you, We can never be beat.
Victory to the blanketmen! Lots of love,

Donn;

BERKERY, Llam. (H4 Block)
Congratulations Liam, one year on

the blanket. 1'll be jolning you soon so

keep a bed warm. From your friend and

comrade Gary (Crumliin Road).

LA

T/,

cu TH, (Greene), BIlly. (H3)
C 8l
two years on the blanket protest In the
hell holes of Long Kesh - on 6th
December. “They lock you away, deny
you your rights - but [reland’s true sons
continue to fight™. Glory O, Glory O to
the brave blanketmen) From your
brother and comrade John (H3). Love
from your mother. U.T.P.xxxx
CHILLINGWORTH (Greene), Ellly (HQ)
Congratulations to my
on completing two years on the kll
“It Is not they who can Inflict the most
but those who can endure the most who
shall ultimately triumph". Love from
your brother James and Annette.
CHILLINGWORTH, (Greene), Bl W(H3)
Congratulations to our brother Billy
on completing two years on the blanket
protest in England’s monument of shame
- the H-Block heil hole. "No one could
be prouder than we are of you today and
this message comes to tell you that we
behind you all the way'. God bless you
l"d youv hr-v comrades. Victory will
from Hugh, Michael, Joe,
Qeraid and Martin.

CHILLINGWORTH, (Greene), Bllly.(H3)
Solldarity greetings to our brother
and uncle, Bllly on completing two years
nket (6th December), | think

of you today, Billy and m

WHAT ABOUT YE, BILLY!
1 HEAR YOUVE BEEN \NVITED
TO THE ATKINS CONFERENCE!

with prige. For in a cold dark M-Block
cell, they lock you up Insibie. But some
day Billy 11l we you when all the lads
are free, When the status st

and we declare vlnurv ._ are
those who hunger for lca. All our
love, your sister Mary lnﬂ nieces Caitlin

and TM‘-—K

FARRELL, Mairead. (Armagh gaol)

salutes Mairead

anniversary on
Armagh, vwh always In our

thoughts. Also Dest wishes to Sinead. - .

GALLAGHER, Gerald; LUNDY, Matt.

g3 to my sons® two
comrades, Gerald and Matt on complet-
Ing two years on the bllﬁkli on 6th
December. "*They may you In
Boay. DUl never I soUIEn. Prom Mrs.
Greene, Turf Lodge.

LUNDY, Matthew. (HI Block)

Two years on the blanket. *“H Block!
H Block! | hate the very thought of you,
the governor and t face of every screw.
Kickings and beating they ai a dally
thing, Each day naked men in blankets
their lives just waste away. No visits in
the evening or T.V. late at night, four
dirty walls surround you, that Is your
only sight. | bet so many people wonder
can this all be right. But there Is one
thing we'll remember as you enter your
third year. That you are not a criminal
but an Irish Voluntee) All our love
from mum and dad.

LUNDY, Matthew. (H4 Black)

Two yeyrs on the blanket."You're
not alone fn H-Block no matter what
they say. Your frlends and loved ones
are behind you all the way. So wrap the
blanket round you boys your victory Is
on the way". God bless you and all your
comrades love from your aunt Lena and
uncle Ben.

LUNDY, Matthew. (H4 Block)

Two 'years on the blanket. A third
year has started, Matt. Another year of
pain_ and (oneliness, degraded day and
night. Locked up Iike an animal you live,
wrapped In a blanket Iin England’sblocks
of shame. Because you fought for free-
dom and peace and still resist your
oppressors. Thinking of you always.
From your sister Kay and Jim
LUNDY, Matthew. (H4 Block)

Two years on the blanke
know who Dul you there. We
who's to b s the truth of
dirty deads travel with her name*". Keep
your chin up blg brother. Love from
John and Caroline.

LUNDY, Matthew. (H4 Block)

Two years on the blanket. Almost
tWo thausand years aso someane spoke
these words before: *'| will suffer untii
my enemies can ﬂlﬂd "\l pain no more*.

We are all proud of you. Love from your
granny and uncle Benny.
LUNDY, Matthew. (H4 Block)

Two years on the blanket. *‘No one
can be prouder than | am of you today
and this Is Just to tell you I'm behind
you all the way". Lots of love from aunt
M.um-

DY, Matthew; GALLAGHER,
Gll:d' C)HILLINGWORTH. B8illy.

(H:

God's Dblessing to our dear son
Matthew and his comrades Gerard and
Bllly on completing two years on the
bjanket - protest In the hell hole of

KNOW. BUT 1'M RACING

1 KNOW, OUL’ SON, [

“THAT WEEKEND
BILLY'S PIGEONS FLEW LIKE

“HIS FAVOURITE

MAWY'S A STORY AND
BALLAD? SuUcH WAS
BILLY'S RISETD POWER "’

s
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H-Block. Mass has been offered up for
Yyou and your comrades. Mary Queen of
the Gael 100K after each and every one

to Paddy McGrandles,
the blanket. The courage of you ana
your comrades Is unbelievabie. God bless
you. From Eibhiin. (Dublin) and Rose
Marie (London).

MCcMULLAN, Jackie (H5 Block)
= son

on
three years on the blanket. Degrading,
spiteful treatment, they
body bare, but a blanket In the H Block
Is the noblest cloak to wear. All our love
from mum and dadxxxx.

LYNCH, Einel. (Sth Annbversar )

and loving memory of Vol.
n!lvum KU~ while on active servics,
& h-anam. Always r
MecGINN, Jim (6th Annl

Ethel Lyneh, Derry Brigade, Ogtaigh na
ber 710 1974, At dhels Dw go raimn

, December
fondly By Atsy (Portisolss)..

versary|
In proud and toving memory of Vol. Jim MeGinn (Darry), Ogisigh na hiresnn.

Killed while on active service,

side along with Lhe brave and the bolL Inscribe nis

Istters of purest gold.” Always remembared

1
Lay him away on (he hii.
name an the rofl of lame in
and sadly missed by M sister Teresa,

ber 15th 1973,

brothersin-law Jim and nisces Deirdre and Fiona.

MCGINN, Jim (6th A;

)
In proud and loving memary of Vai. Jim McGInn (Derry
December 15th 1973, Thug = & raibn aige ar son
by Sean Gallagher, Strabane.

Killed while on active service,
saoirse. Reme
McGINN, Jim (6th Anniversary|

| memory

).
of Vol. Jim McGinn (Derry),

Owlaign na NEirsann.

na NEirsana. Kilied

Ogtalgn
whlle on active servics. Remembered by the Gallagher family, Strabane.

McKELVEY, Joe;
(S7th Anniversary).

In proud mem:
Dick Barrett. Oglaigh na hE)

MELLOWS, Llam; O'CONNOR, Rory; BARRETY, Dick.

ory of Vols. Joa McKelvay, Liam Mellows, Rory O'Connar snd
eann. Executed while prisoners of war In Mountjoy

Jall, Dublin, December Bth 1922. Never charged with any crime or tried by any
court by Free State forces. Mary of the Gael wl' for them. Always remembered

by the C and

fast.

of the Josepl

Plpe Band,

SHERIDAN, Jim; LEE, Martin; BATESON, Johany.

The Republican Movement In South Derry comprising of Oglalgh na hEirsann,
Cumann na mBan, Na Flanna Eireann, Sinn Fein, remember with pride Vol. Jim.
Sheridan, Vol. Martin Lee and Vol. Johnny Bateson.

f them. Keep your chins up boys. Love

o
from the Lundy family.

McG RANDLES, Paddy. (H4 Block)
Up the Ardoynel Solidarity Srestings
three y:

lnu- years on the bunk-t

three years on the blanket.
mination Is an inspiration to us all.
your brothers Michasl

Maurice.

McMULLAN, Jackie. (H5 Block)
c Jackie on

ucuuu.nn ! Jackie. (Hs Block)

Je on
"It Is not

thoss who can Inflict the most but those
who can sndure the most who are the
victors™. From youwr sistst Meta, Gerry,
Gerard and Clara.

McMULLAN, Jackie. (H5 Block)
C: Jackie on

Your geter-
rom

(cage 10) ang

stripped your

DORNAN, James. (Crumlin Road)

Happy birthday brother, hope your
next one Is spent In freedom. From your
sister Kina and Mickey and famlly. Also
your brother Joe. U.T.P.

DORNAN, James. (Crumiin Road)

Happy birthday _son. From you:
Mother, and brother Thomas. Hope your
next one Is spent In freedom.

DORNAN, James (Crumiin Road)

Happy Dbirthday Jimmy. Sorry we
can't buy you a drink but we will have
one for you. From Agnes and Edel.
DORNAN, James. (Crumlin Road)

Happy birthday big brother. Sorry
~we can't spend It with you but hope
your next one is spent in treedom. Love
from Anne and Brendan. U.T.P.
DORNAN, James. (Crumiin Road)

Happy birthday Jimmy. Hope your
next one Is spent In freedom. From your
brother Paddy, Maura and Connor.
ENNIS, Joe. (Portlaoise)

A birthday salute to you Joe and soll-
darity greetings to you and your com-
rades. From 7.P. In Cavan. “O Brave
young men, my love, my pride, my
promise,

‘Tis on you my h
In manliness, ln klnams.
To make Erin a nation y
(Lament for Tnomas Davis).
n:t:AN Jim. (Portiacise)
py birthday Jim. “It doesn't take
a w-em day to bring you to our minds.
For a day without a thought of you Is
very hard to find.” Love from aunt Jean,
Llam and Granny Fegan,
FEGAN, Jim. (Portiaoise)

Birthday greetings to Jim on his 21st
birthday. You are always In my thoughts
and prayers. From your cousin Susan.
LIVINGSTONE, Pat; LIVINGSTONE,
Martin. (H-Block)

Happy birthdays to Pat (10th
December) and Martin (13th December),
You are always in the hearts, thoughts
0 love you. God
your comrades.
All our love, from mum, dad, brothers
and sisters, brothers-in-law and sisters-in-

w.
MCARDLE, Chris. (H4 Block)

Many happy returns on your 22nd
birthday son. Blessed are they who
hunger and thirst for justice. God bless
you and your brave comrades. From
your loving mother and father,
u:Anm.E Chm. (H4 Block)

thday Chris. “They may

, deny you your rights but
sons continue to fight."
e blanketmen! From your
Theresa, brother-in-law

In justice,

sister
Eddie and niece Catrina.

McARDLE, Chris. (H4 Block)
Best_wishes on your 22nd birthday
Chris, “They haven't broken your spirit,
no criminal garb you wear, the fight goes
on In H-Block and outside by those wha
care.”” Love from Paul, Letsey and Barry.
'McARDLE, Chris. (H4 Black)

Birthday greetings to Chris McArdie
on his 22nd birthday on 16th December
“They haven't broken your spirit, no
criminal garb you wear, the light goes on
in H-Block and outside by those who
care.”” God bless you Chris. From aunt
Molly and uncle Tommy, Turf Lodge.
Also your loving cousin Edna ana
children, Twinbrook.xxxx
McARDLE, Chris. (H4 Block)

Happy birthday Chris. Yet anotn
year spent in Britain's hell hole, Here's
noping your next one Is spent with us.
Good luck and God bless. From your
loving sisters, Margaret and Carol.

three years on the blanket. "They took
you to a prison cell, cold and damp
Inside. They handed you a blanket which
you've worn three
From your sister Esther and Eamonn.

years with pride”.
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MeARDLE, Chris. (H4 Block)

Birthday greetings to my dear
nephew on his 22nd. Happy birthday
Chris. | hope your next one Is spent at
home. Victory to the blanketmen! All
our love and very best wishes. From aunt
Brigid and uncle Jim.

McARDLE, Chrls, (H4 Block)

Birthday greetings to my dear
nephew. God bless you Chris on this
your 22nd. Your courage Is an Inspir
ion to us all. You ass in our thoughts
and prayers always. All our love and very
best wishes. From aunt Edna, uncle
Gerry and umuy.

McARDLE, cnm. (H4 Block)

To our dear brother Chris on your
22nd birthday. Let's hope the next one
Is spent In happler surroundings. “It Is
not they who Inflict the most but those
who can endure the most who will
ultimately’ trilumph.” God bless you
Chris. All our love, your sisters Isobella,
Mary and Brenda.

MCARDLE, Chris. (H4 Block)

Happy birthday Chris. "It does not
take a special day to bring you to my.
mind, for a day without a thought of
you Is very hard to find.” All my love
Shealaghxxxx.

MCcDONNELL, Gerard Pat. (H4 Block)

All the best on your birthday son,
19th December. Best wishes for Christ-
mas, and may the new year bring the
vl:wry we all desire. | salute with pride,

and your braye comrades on the
Yianet: Al my love. Mum.xxxx
McDONNELL, Gerry. (H4 Block)

Happy birthday on the 19th
wishes for Xmas. May all your dreams
come true In the New Year. Victory to
you and the blankatmen. May this Xmas
be your last In the British hell hole at
Long Kesh. From your wee sister Anne
and the children.

McDONNELL, Gerry. (H4 Block)

Birthday and Xmas greetings Gerard.
You and your comrades are forever In
our thoughts and prayers. Love Pat and
Mich;

McDONNELL, Gerard. (H4 Block)
Best wishes Gerry on your birthday.
Nowhere to celebrate It but a prison cell.
‘Where there is oppression, there is resis-
tance.' Victory will be yours. Thinking
of you always. Love Sheila.
McDONNELL, Gerard. (H4 Block)
wishes 00 your birthday Gerry.
“They may break you in body but never
in spirit." God bless you and all your
comrades. From all the McVeigh family.
McDONNELL, Gerard, (r« Block)

t wishes Gerry on your birthday
vmory will be yours. Love Rosle,
MCDONNELL, Gerard. (H4 Block)

Best wishes on your birthday. Think-
Ing of you always. Love Agnes.

McMAHON, Pearse. (H5 @fock)
Combineg birthday ana Christmas

grestings (o our dear son Pearse. Those

wa love don't go away. In thought they

are with us every day.From mum and

dad.

McMAHON, Pearse. (H5 Block)

Happy 23rd dirthday Pearss (Decem
Der 4th) and early Christmas grestings.
From your brothers Michael, Francis,
Aqulnu Shane Declan, Eana

unumon. Pearse (HS Block)

Happy birthaay Pearse and Christmas
greetings fiwa yaur sisters Jean, Marie
and Sonya.
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